SOVIET NEWS 18 JULY 1990

241

Congress resolution on military

policy

The following is the full text of the resolution of the 28th Congress of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union on the main aspects of the Party’s military policy at the present stage:

1. The CPSU considers consolidation
of peace the most important area of
foreign policy and will in every way
facilitate the processes of relieving
international tensions. The Party’s
military policy, based on the new pol-
itical thinking, is in keeping with the
Soviet Union’s long-term interests.

Having made an exhaustive study of the state
and prospects of the politico-military situation,
Congress declares that so long as guarantees of
the irreversible positive changes have not
emerged, the military danger to the USSR conti-
nues to exist. In the circumstances, it is still one
of the most important tasks of the people as a
whole, the Party, and the state, to observe the
constitutional duties related to the defence of
the socialist homeland, buttressing and main-
taining the country’s security and defence cap-
ability at the level of dependable and sensible
sufficiency.

The CPSU stands for the maintenance and
consistent development of the defensive Soviet
military doctrine and reaffirms its readiness to
assist in shaping an all-embracing system of
international security, expanding politico-
military co-operation for this purpose, and
advancing towards a world without wars and
violence.

The Party believes that fulfilment of the
defensive tasks should work to prevent wars,
secure the inviolability of the state borders of
the USSR, rule out impingements on the coun-
try's sovereignty, and, in the event of an outside
aggression, guarantee that it is repulsed, the
independence and territorial integrity of the
country defended, and just peace restored.

2. Party Congress noles that the armed forces
of the USSR are commendably doing their con-
stitutional duty of defending the socialist state.
Communists, servicemen of the Army and Na-
vy, the border troops of the State Security Com-
mittee, and the internal troops of the USSR
Ministry of Internal Affairs, are loyal to their
nation and its socialist option.

No few acute problems have accumulated in
the Army and Navy, including those of perform-
ing functions foreign to them, bringing units up
to full strength, ensuring professional training,
obtaining new types of armaments and vehicles
of due quality and in requisite numbers, main-
taining discipline, remedying the imperfections
of the organisation and personnel structure, and
settling the question of the inferior social protec-
tion of servicemen and their families. This is
creating negative sentiment, tension, and dis-
affection.

The CPSU emphasises the extraordinary
socio-political importance and honourable
nature of military service. Congress instructs all
Party branches and all communists to uphold by
all possible means the authority of the Soviet
Armed Forces, heightening the prestige of mili-
tary setvice, and protecting the honour, dignity,
life and health of servicemen.

Congress declares that the CPSU is in favour
of centralised leadership in matters of defence,
security and development of the armed forces,
based on single union-wide legislation.

The armed forces of the USSR must follow
the principles of one-man leadership, extraterri-
toriality, a multinational army recruited on a
mixed principle which combines universal mili-
tary service with voluntary enlistment under
contract, social justice and equality of all

servicemen and reservists before the law, and
their usc only for legitimate purposes, as
entrenched in the Constitution of the USSR.

It is necessary to work out and to raise to a
qualitatively new level the forms and methods of
Party influence on preparing the young people
for and their service in the Soviet Armed Forces.
To improve work on patriotic and international -
ist education and the readiness of the Soviet
citizens to perform the sacred duty of guarantee-
ing the security of their homeland. To raise the
role of the local Party branches in this field.

3. The CPSU holds that the revolutionary
renovation of Soviet society and processes in
inter-state relations call for the implementation
of the military reform stage by stage on the basis
of USSR laws.

The reform is to ensure the scientifically sub-
stantiated level of the defence potential in keep-
ing with the principle of sensible sufficiency, a
long-term military-technological policy and the
equipment of the Army and Navy with modern
high-quality weapons and military technology on
the basis of latest scientific, technical and tech-
nological achievements, the optimisation of the
structure and governing bodies of the Soviet
Armed Forces, the restructuring of personnel
policy, democratisation of military service rela-
tions, the transformation of the system of
recruiting and training the personnel, its higher
professionalism and better training of the re-
serve and enhanced legislation on Soviet citi-
zens’ active service.

Congress deems it necessary to speed up the
adoption of the defence law and the law on the
conversion of defence enterprises, taking into
account the development of their scientific,
experimental and production base depending on
external factors and also the target-oriented
government programme to guarantee social
security and legal protection of the servicemen,
members of their families, reservists and the
retired military. Primarily part of the forces and
means released due to the reduction of the arm-
ed forces and of the defence spending should be
used for the above purposes.

Congress considers it to be top priority tasks
to improve the material and social situation of

Presidential decree

the military personnel, to ensure well-appointed
housing for the servicemen and to introduce
compensation measures in the conditions of
growing prices and inflation.

4. A fundamental trend of the military
reform is the radical reorganisation of the entire
system of Party and political work in the Soviet
Armed Forces, including the transformation of
the existing structure, the definition of the func-
tions of the Party branches and political bodies,
their adjustment to the new tasks and con-
ditions, democratisation of innter-Party rela-
tions, and development of a new moral climate,
a high level of discipline, legality and comrade-
ship.

Political work in the armed forces of the
USSR should be based on the creative develop-
ment of the ideas of Marx, Engels and Lenin and
the achievements of world socio-political
thought and culture. The CPSU will strive to
enhance its role of a political leader in the Army
and Navy and to consolidate all the healthy and
progressive forces in the interests of raising the
country’s defence capability. Congress comes
out against depoliticising the armed forces.

The military-political bodies of the Army and
Navy work in keeping with the country’s defence
policy and the USSR Constitution and aim at
giving political, military, moral and legal educa-
tion to the servicemen in a spirit of loyalty to the
socialist ideals, the unity of the Army and the
people, patriotism, friendship among the Soviet
peoples, internationalism, vigilance and con-
stant readiness to defend the homeland.

It is necessary to create and adjust the mech-
anism of work of Party branches in the Army
and Navy and of their effective interaction with
other mass political organisations acting in the
country within the framework of Soviet laws to
translate into life the Party military policy.

Congress holds that the armed forces of the
USSR should be a reliable defender of the
homeland and a factor for averting war and pre-
serving peace. Concern for the careful preserva-
tion and improvement of everything that has
been gained in strengthening the defences is the
"patriotic and internationalist duty of every com-
munist and the cause of the entire people. a

on demonstration

of television and radio

“THE democratisation of society, the
growing role of sovereign union repu-
blics and the councils of people’s depu-
ties, and the development of genuine
political pluralism call for a cardinal
change in the nature of the country’s
television and radio broadcasting,”
says a decree issued by President Mik-
hail Gorbacheyv.

The decree, circulated in Moscow on July 15,
emphasises that it is particularly important that
television and radio in every way promote the
consolidation of society, strengthen its stability
and tranquillity, and ensure the protection of
state interests, the humanisation of law and ord-
er, and inter-ethnic concord.”

“These goals call for the maintenance and
development of television and radio as a
nationwide structure,” the decree points out.

The decree recognises the need to determine a
legal basis for the activities of television and
radio broadcasting under new conditions and
recommends that the USSR Supreme Soviet

adopt an appropriate law.

Provision is made for an extension of the
rights and powers of republican, territorial and
regional television and radio committees.

The decree envisages lhe creation of subdivi-
sions within the television and radio committees
to be in charge of the provision of information to
local government bodies and registration, under
licence agreements, television centres and stu-
dios which the councils of people’s deputies at
all levels, public organistions and parties have
the right to open relying on their own financial
and technical resources.

At the same time the document points out
that “*considering the importance of maintaining
the nationwide system of television and radio,
any acts taken by republican, territorial and
regional bodies without coordination with the
USSR Council of Ministers and aimed at chang-
ing legal or property status of the operating sub-
divisions of the USSR State Committee for Tele-
vision and Broadcasting shall be considered in-
valid.™
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