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REVOLUTIO

N IN KOREA

JAP AUTOCRACY BREEDS REVOLT

(By Carlton, Spe

WASHINGTON, May 13—The truth|
of the old adage that “power to tax is

by the present situation in Korea it
the statements of Dr. Syngman Rhee,
one of the leaders in the Korean move-
ment for self-determination now in
this country are to be regarded as au-
thoritative. In discussing the revolu-
tion in his country against Japanese
domination before a Washington au-
dience recently, Dr. -Rhee declared
that aside from the sentimental factor
in the situation, (and this looms large
for up, until 1910 Korea was an inde-
pendent nation with 4000 years of his.
tory behind it) the ousting of Korean
peasants from their small farms
through the oppressive taxation of the
Japanese government and the settling
of Japanese workers on these lands
was the chief cause of the revolt.

With loud protestations of
friendship Japan secured an
agreement wiht Korea at the
time of the Russo-Japanese war.

which developed in 1910 into outright
annexation by means of the threat of
superior armed force. The banks
were taken over by the invaders and a
system of taxation established which
made it impossible for the peasants to
exists without mortgaging their small
land holdings to the Japanese money
lenders. Once this policy established
it was not hard Tor the club of fore-
closure to be swung to drive the work-
ers from the best lands of the country
and these turned over to Japanese im-
migrants. Along with this policy was
one of complete suppression of Korean
literature, language and culture and
the efforts of Christian missionaries
to propagate their gospel. The activ-
ity of these last in the recent revolu-
tion is no doubt largely explainable on
this ground.

Dr. Rhee declared that the Koreans
had pursued a passive policy in the
present revolution from the day that:
the few leaders drew up their declar-
ation of independence and then tele-
phoned the Japanese police that they
were ready to stand by their princi-
ples in whatever way was necessary
down to the present. Except for the

in- violence his characterizaticn ot the
Talluré: of: eaileglicr's naiuia
a strong system of military prepared-
ness as a ‘‘crime against the nation™
would lead one to infer that the pas-
sive resistance policy was more a mat-
ter of using the only means at hand
rather than a proof of the pacifist
character of the Christianity of the!
Koreans. It was stated that more
than ten thousand natives have been
killed and 30,000 imprisoned by the
Japanese in the recent revolt. B

_In referring to Japan’s fulsome,
promises at the Peace Conference to
respect the rights of China in Shan-
tung if certain concessions were given
her with regard to KXau Chau and
transportation privileges in the prov-
ince, Dr. Rhee pointed to Japan’s rec-
ord of double dealing with Korea and
denounced her as the Germany of the
East.

Porto Rican Labor Radical.

Radical and labor organizations in
Korea have not achieved any particu-
lar decree of prominence in the move-
ment for self-determination. ’I‘he|
Japanese Imperial government has:
pursued the sanie policy in Korea in
suppressing all such groups that it has
in Japan. A distinct contract between
the conditions and attitude of labor in
that country and that in Porto Rico is
presented by an investigator who has
just returned from a two months trip

i

cial Correspondent.)

This party states that organized
labor in our little island appendage is
very little concerned in pushing sep-
aration from the United States. It is
little disturbed about political auto-
cracy whether of the United States or
of local capitalistic interests so long
as economic and industrial autocracy
maintain. The labor movement is
largely socialistic and its struggle is:
for control of the land and the instru-
ments of production. The workers
know that political independence would
not mean thé& ousting of the Amer-
ican and Spanish capitalists who con-
trol most of the natural resources of
the island. Propaganda meetings are
being held all the time at which the
Red Flag of the Internation and the
Stars and Stripes are displayed from
the same platform or soap box. Ef-
forts to suppress such meetings by
American marines have been success-
fully opposed by the local police under
American officers.

LEAGUE UNPOPULAR.

Criticisms of the so-called League
of Nations plan for its superficiality
does not all cone from the extremists
in the radical and reactionary camps
as has been charged by proponents of
the scheme. Clarence C. Dill, former
representative from the state .of
Washington who might be classed as
a middle-in-the-road progressive in a
recent statement, says:’

“I do not think that the league of na-
tions can. be depended upon to stop
wars until it contains a provision that
the people of
league must ratify by a referendum
any plan of their governments to en-
gage in an offensive war.” “Other--
wise sooner or later we shall again
have the spectacle of an irresponsible
ruler plunging a nation into ill-con-
sidered hostilities. It may be object-
ed that democratic governments will
make such a chance inconceivable. I
do not think so.” )

‘While Mr. Dills remeuy is no sub-
stitute for the complete abolition of
economic imperialism—the cause of
. wars;” its absence from any so-called
pact for permanent peace of a referen-
dumon-waksprovisionratampgithe pre:
tensions to democracy of peace-mak-
ing statesmen as hollow and false.
There will always be a few men of
Dill’s caliber in every country who
will not be afraid to cast their vote
against war, in time of crises, (as he
did in"1917) but after all the final ar-
biter should be the people who have
to do the suffering and dying.

“The covenant of the league of na-
tions”, says Mr. Dill. “Does not give
the people of any nation control over
their foreign policies, and it is per-
fectly possible for a prime minister
even of a democratic state to maneu-
ver a nation into such a position as to
make war practically inevitable. The
elimination of secret diplomacy will be
a step in the right direction, but I be-
lieve that there ought to be absglute

after the frightful experience they
have just undergone. A war refer-
endum in every nation, I believe,
would practically eliminate the danger
of war. The people of all nations
know well the suffering and sacrifice
that war entails, and they will not
vote for war at the behest of a ruler.

“With such a provision in the league
covenant, war would be impossible un-
less the people of one nation voted de-
liberately to invade another. That, I
think, would not be possible. Of
course, if it should actually occur no

through the island.

referendum would be necessary by the
nation defending itself.”

SOLDIERS VO

TE

FOR REVOLUTION

By ROBT.

PHILADELPHIA, May 13—The
other evening at a meeting of one of
the Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Workman‘s
Council in Philadelphia, a soldier
arose and nmiade the following report:

“I have interviewed personally 365
men who have been in the army and
navy. I have recorded their opinions
closely and carefully. 'There were 191
who told me they were ready for imme-
diate revolution and the overthrow of
the Capitalist system. Of this number
168 were oversea men and 23 had been
in the army here. Then there were
104 who wanted a revolution but of a
somewhat milder sort, one like the
Ebert-Seheidemann revolution in Ger-
many, the rise to power of the moder-
ate socialist party. Of this number,
78 were oversea men; 26 were home
service men. Of the 365, but 61 want-
ed a mere moderate change of gevern-
ment, a gradual mitigation and re-
moval of current industrial evils. And
8 of the men interviewed were satis-
fied with present conditions, and a
ninth was so thoroughly contented he
said he would willingly fight the Bol-
sheviks if conscripted for Siberian
service.”

This report was made in a meeting
where the best of order was preserved,
and where the speeches were made in
quiet, irm voices by workers, soldiers
and sailors, most of whom appeared
to be Americans with several genera-

W. DUNN

tions in this country., The Chairman
was a gentlemanly, courteous, elo-
quent young Englishman. There were
several officers in the audience of
some 175, and two men in ensigns un-
iforms todk part in the discussion.
There was no “blood and thunder,” no
threat of bombs or “red guards” but
only that Strong consciousness of sol-
idarity that is seen today among the
strikers of a dozen nationalities at
Lawrence, Patterson, Passaic and
other textile centers.

Whether method one, two, or three
is to prevail will largely depend upon
the attitude of our Bolshevist rulers.
“If,” as the “Boston American” says,
editoralizing on the Lawrence strike,
“the law is mnot obeyed by those
elected to enforce it; if the political
institutions of the country are dis-
torted into instruments of oppression

of the working classes; if the evoly-|]

tionary methods prove to be utterly
vain; if the public officials deny the
law and become revolutionary in
THEIR methods—how long do the
short-sighted, possessing classes of
th(_a country suppose the workmen are
going to restrain themselves from the
adoption of
also?” -

How long? We wonder. And how
strong the winds are. blowing  toward

every nation in the ||

|DEMAND. - B

security to the nations of the world*

revolutionary methods |
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ment.

NOT GOING TO ALLOW the
Tom Mooney away for life.

court to the Supreme Court of

Mooneys behalf.

FACE OF THE AMERICAN

nized by Wilson.
cotten frame-up.

STRIKE of five days.

FREED.
STRIKE.

LABOR! PREPARE FOR ACTION!

The case of Tom Mooney has aroused the labor move-
The rank and file are demanding in no uncertain
voice that we PREPARE FOR ACTION. Union men are

The courts have failed to do justice. From the lowest

washed their hands of Tom Mooney, refusing to listen to the
evidence that caused PRESIDENT WILSON to intervene in

The action of Governor Stephens in changing the sen-
tence from hanging to life improsonment, so far from sat-
isfying labor, has been AN INSULT, A SLAP IN THE

Tom Mooney has been proyen innocent. The evidence
has been acknowledged by the judge who tried him, the
Attorney General of California, the President’s investigat-
ing commission, headed by Felix Frankfurter, and recog-
The Densmorg report exposed the whole

. In the face of this evidence the man who tries to stop
Labor in its plans to free Mooney:is a TRAITOR.

- Ballots have been sent out for a vote on a GENERAL
If Labor votes NO, Mooney will rot
in prison. If Labor votes YES,

It is not alone the fate of Mooney that is invelved.  The
whole future of the American Federation depends upon our
courage and eur wisdom in this case.
DEMAND A VOTE ON THE GENERAL
VOTE “YES” TO FREE MOONEY.
THEN PREPARE FOR ACTION.

J. G. WRIGHT,

President K. C. Central Labor Union.
. President K. C. Barbers Local 192.

Ainerican plutocracy to take

the United States, they have

FEDERATION OF LABOR.

Mooney will be freed.

MOONEY MUST BE

AND

Rabbi Judah L. Magnes and Dudley
Field Malone helped 1,000 residents
of Washington give expression to their
demand that a general political am-
‘hesty be granted to all political prison-
ers at once, at a public mass gathering

At this meeting Woodrow Wilson’s
statements from the New Freedom
that free speech must always be vouch-
safed to the American people and that

' revolution must not be shirked in case

same became necessary to change bad
conditions were vociferously applauded.
The name of President Wilson was
greeted with a mild patter of hands.
The name of Eugene V. Debs brought
half the audience to its feet, with deaf-
ening applause from the whole house.
Dr. Magnes gave a full and complete
statement of the case for political am-

nesty and presented resolutions de-|

manding full amnesty at once which
were unanimously adopted, to be cabled
to the President. Mr Malone scored
the Democratic administration for var-
ious practices subversive of democracy.
He declared that the parliamentary
system had broken down and that we
must recast our electoral bases so as to
choose members from different indus-
trial groups. The Supreme Court had
stricken freedom of speech from the
Constitution with the Debs decision,
said he. A large quantity of literature
was sold and a generous collection
was taken for the work of the National
Civil Liberties Bureau.

PRESSMEN STRIKE ON STAR.

A dispute between the Pressmen’s
Union and the Kansas City Star came
to a climax Tuesday, when the men,

seeking to obtain the enforcement of
an arbitration award, were- told by
Seested, the manager, to get out of the
plant. The pressmen accepted his in-
vitation in a body and the Star has
‘been issuing in a much reduced bulk.
The trouble originated with the dis-
charge some time ago of a pressman
for supposed carelessness. The union
asked that he be re-instated, and the
matter went to arbitration according
to contract. The award placed the re-
instatement of the man in the hands
of the shop foreman, who immediately
put him back to work. When Seested
heard of the decision he over-ruled the
arbitration board. His refusal to dis-
cuss this action resulted in the trouble
which the Star calls a strike, but
which the pressman term a lockout.

E

" IWASHINGTON, May 5:—The re.

~“=" DENOUNCES ESPIONAGE

cefit statement of Senator Borah of
Idahe that he would introduce a bill
immediately upon the reconvening of
Congress for the repeal of the Espion-
age laws is a salutary reminder at this
time when even the plutocratic inter-
ests are déemanding Burleson’s removal
that the mere change in Postmaster
Generals or Attorney Generals is of
little value so long as each office is
left with the autocratic power which
these laws confer.

“Congress has granted Mr. Burle-
son unlimited, undefined, drastic and
arbitrary powers—granted them in
violation ef the most fundamental
and cherished principles of free govern-
ment,” said Borah. “If he is ex-
ercising authority arbitrarily, how did
Congress expect arbitrary and des-
potic laws to be executed, except in
an arbitrary and despotic way?”

. The remedy, Borah asserted, is not
simply the elimination of Burleson.
It lies, in his opinion, in the repeal
of the Espionage laws.

“They are cruel, arbitrary and op-
pressive,”’ said Borah. ‘“For Burleson
to be dismissed and to leave these
laws upon the statute books would
indeed be a travesty.

“There are provisions in the Es-
plonage act more violative of free in-
stitutions, more destructive of the
liberty of the press and free speech,
than will be found in any country
outside of the most backward, brutal
despotism.”

In the session of Congress just closed
Senator France of Maryland introduced
a measure for the repeal of these laws
but it was buried in committee.

The Young  Peoples’ Socialist
League will hold their first organiza-
tion mecting at the Jewish Rduca-
tional Institute, Admiral Boulevard
and Harrison, on Sunday, May 18th. at
2 P. M. Everyone in sympathy, be-
tween ages of 16,; and 35 are invited.

A big concert mass-meeting is dr-
ranged by the K. C. Poale Zion for
May the 18th, with the general secre-
tary of the Party, Comrade Ehren-
reich. Comrade Greenberg is going
to sing Jewish folks-songs. Mr. Jaffe
will be on the musical program.

Socialist Party Local Kansas City,
holds its regular meeting Sunday af-
ternoon, 2 P. M., May 18, at 813 Wal-
nut St., 3rd floor.

revolution, the above report may give
some slight indication.

8 p. m.

ELLA REEVE BLOOR

Late Candidate for Lieut-Governor
of New York State

Speaks Sunday Night May 18
| At Bookbinders Hall

12th and Central

RUSSIAN HELD WITHOUT
LEGAL PROCESS.

Theaten to Deport For Giving
Paper to Man.

Joe Wynchot, a young Russ

ian socialist of Kansas City, Kan-

sas, has been held for seven days by order of Deputy Marshal
Lacy, without any action being filed against him.

- Friends of Wynchot, after being denied even an opportunity
to see him in jail, filed an application for a writ of habeas corpus

before District Judge Hutchings,

who postponed the hearing until

Wednesday; on that dats he ruled that Wynchot was being held
illegally and must be reléased unless a process of some sort were

issued under a Federal law.

After the court had ruled in
favor of Wynchot, Assistant
District Attorney Harvey pro-
duced a deportation warrant
from the office of W. E.
Long, Immigration Commis-
sioner. Wynchot is now held
under this warrant, and bail has
been set at $1000.

The accused man was arrested
at the instigation of a foreman
at Morris & Co. packing plant,

ecause he was said to have
handed a copy of the Workers’
World to a fellow worker. So
far as can be learned this is the
only charge against him.

Harry Sullivan, attorney. for
the Socialist Party of Wyan-
dotte County, Kansas, sent the
following telegram:

Kansas City, Kansas.
May 12th, 1919.

Hon. Newton D. Baker, X i

Secretary of War,
‘Washington, D. C.

Honorable Sir:—

The authorities namely Deputy
U. S. Marshal, W. W. Lacy of
Kansas City, Kansas, are holding
Joe Wynchot, a Russian, without
information, warrant indictment .
or other writ and said W. W. Lag¢y
has held this man' for five days
claiming that he holds him for a

ot 5 Lo¥1 I 5 {) ) %(

ties. The only charge or pre- -
tended charge that I am able to
find made against this man is,
that he is a socialist and “has been
guilty of passing out socialist 1it-
erature. If the Government de-
sires to deport Russian emigrants
because of their affiliation with
the sécialist party of the United
States I am authorized as attor-
mney and agent for the socialist
party of Wyandotte County, Kan-
sas, to make application for im- -
mediate passage for all members

- of this party in this County which
is about one thousand. I believe
it would be well for your office to .
investigate some of these actions
by various authorities.

Yours very truly,
HARRY SULLIVAN,

Attorney and Agent for the So-
cialist Party of Wyandotte Coun-
ty, Kansas.

LOCAL NOTES.

The Jewish Socialist Labor Party,
Poale Zion, moved their headquarters
to 1217 Brooklyn, home phone E. 1534.
The hall and the library are open
every evening from 8 to 12 P. M.
HEverybody invited.

A campaign for a greater member-
ship is conducted now by the Jewish
Socialist Labor Party Poale Zion 20
for 50 Jewish workers joined our
ranks.

A Young Club of the Jewish -Social-
ist Labor Party Poale Zion is in for-
mation. Young men and women be-
tween the ages of 14-18 mav join this
club. For information arply at the
headquarters of the organization.

CANADA.
O. B. U. Gaining in Ontario.

HAMILTON, ONT—The One-Big-
Union idea is rapidly gaining ground.
Already there is a large Local, organ-
izing and rapidly gaining momentum
in Hamilton. :

The movement was launched in
February in order to organize prim-
arily the unskilled and semi-skilled
workers but when the clarion call
was sounded at Calgary for adopting
the O. B. U. scheme in Canada, sev-
eral very active members of the or-
thodox labor wunions int8rviewed the
president of the local. The result
was that the General Workers’ Un-
ion was converted into a “functional”’
Big Union.

Every worker of brain and brawn
is eligible for membership, whether
he now be a union or non-union per-
son. Those who are members of ex-
isting unions pay the same dues, but
are pledged to keep aloft the “fiery
cross’’ of industrialism .in their own
craft unions.

To prove the mass nature of this
new movement it is but necessary to
state the following fact: Locals are
already in existence in Kitchener, St.
Catherine’s, Niagara Falls (Ont.),

Guelph and Toronto.

e
BUILDERS SCHEME REJECTED.

The Building1 Laborers Union voted
three to one to reject the proposed
agreement a Joint Arbitration
Board which had been drawn up by
the Builders Association of Kansas
City, an organizatiofi "of - employers.

for

The scheme had been prepared in con-
junction with'a few men in offices of

power in the Building Trades Council

and approved by that body, and it was.
expected by the. employers that.the

rank and file would accept it without

examining what the agreement really
meant.

In order to make it appear that the
Laborers new wage scale depended
upon _their ratification .of the Arbitra-
tion agreement, the Builders Associa-
‘tion sent out the following letter:

Gentlemen:

This will notify you that it has been
mutually agreed between the Builders’
Association and the Building Laborers
that on and after May 1st, 1919, the
wages will be 57 1-2. cents per hour.

This increase in wage has been
granted with the understanding that
the working rules will be the same as
e that your Organization.he-
JT Party To The Jomt Arbitra:
tion Agreement.

Respecttully yours, :

BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION.

By PAUL M. FOGEL,
President.

Don Taylor, president of the Labor-
ers Union, secured a copy of the
agreement and studied it from the
point of view of the member of the
union. When he read the agreement
before the union and pointed out how
the hands -of the ‘organization were
tied by it, how it put the entire control
of the Unions in the hands of a com-
mittee, half of which is composed of
employers, with a majority vote de-
ciding questions in dispute, making it
only necessary for the Builders to
swing the vote of “one representative
‘of the Building Trades to=carry any
{ boint over the heads of the entire
Building Trades membership, the
Building Laborers decided that they
did not want to be a party to such a
contract.

Other unions which hastily accepted
the agreement without due consider-
ation, are talking of reconsideration of
their action. :

CAPITALISM IN

MASSACHUSETTS

Massachusetts is one of the leading

industrial states of the Union. Her
manufacturers are long established.
Her commerce is stable. She is rich.

How does she treat her workers?

The industries of Massachusetts de-
pend upon the workers for their pros-
perity. The workers produce all wealth.
The Massachusetts industries reward
most of them with starvation wages.

Charles F. Gettemy, Director of the
Bureau of Statistics of Massachusetts,
has just published figures showing the
wages paid to adult men by Massachu-
setts industries in 1917. - During that
year experts placed the cost of -a decent
living for a family of five—man, wife
and three young children—at $1,350 to
$1,500.  That year there were 530,389
men employed by the industries of Mas-
sachusetts. That year 71,843, or exact-
ly 13.5 per cent, of these men received a
weekly wage rate in excess of $1,300 per
vear. Of the total number of men 9.1
per cent were working for less than $12
per week; 20.8 per cent were being paid
wage rates between $12 and $15 per
week; while 35.4 per cent were re-
ceiving wage rates of $15 to $20 per
week. This is the“record of exploita-
tion from one of the chief industrial
states in the Union. )

wCapitalism can do as it pleases in Mas-
sachusetts. Many of the towns are un-
organized; the Socialist Paity is weak;
the workers, 'of many nationalities,
are lacking in solidarity. Capitalism,
free_to work its will, does the one
thing that it always does in such
cases,—it' ‘pays wages. upon which
workers, with their wives and chil-
dren, suffer, ‘and starve, and die.
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EUROPEAN SOCIALISTS
DEVELOPING PROGRAMS

TURNING TOWARD SPARTACAN
? AND BOLSHEVIST POSITION

Programs of Socialists 'Factions
Analyzed.

ROME.—In Italy, as elsewhere, the
various Socialist factions hold differ-
ing views. The movement is repre-
sented by three groups: The Maximal-
ists (or left), the Right-Reformists,
and the Parliamentary group.The Max-
imalists’ program may be.summed up
as follows: (1) To refrain from co-
operation with the bourgeoisie; (2) To
kindle the revolutionary energy of the
masses and to educate in the organiz-
ed proletariat the capacity for taking
the administration of the new social
order in their hands; (3) To favor the
principle of socialization against that
of private ownership; (4) The estab-
lishment of the Socialist Republic; (5)
Approval of a general strike, the sei-
zure of political and economic power,
and the dictatorship of the proletariat
as measures for carrying through the
socialist revolution. The principal aim
of their propaganda work consists tn
the dissplution of the power of the
bourgeois organizations and the mobil-
ization of all the forces of the prole-
tariat. Concerning the inner life of
the party, it advocates an intensive ac-
tivity, free discussion, and stringent
discipline.

The program of the Right-Reform-
ist section demands a rapid demobili-
zation. an amnesty, the restitution of
the principles of political freedom, the
recall of all troops from Russia, the
eight-hour day. This section is con-
vinced that the proletariat is not yet
ripe enough to take the responsibility
for administering the state machinery;
they therefore consider the dictator-
ship of the proletariat to be premature
and dangerous. until the masses have
attained a higher level of culture.
They advocate an intensive propa-
ganda so as to develop the ideas of
collectivism versus individualism.
They also urge closer contact with the
Socialist parties of other countries and
participation in the International So-
cialist Congress

The Parliamentary group has agreed
on the following policy: (1) To de-
mand that the Parliamentary session
should not be curtailed as was the last
one; (2) To protest against the atti-
tude of the Entente towards the Rus-
sian Revolution; to call for the with-
drawal of Allied troops and to prevent
all interference in the internal policy
of the country; (3) To démand the re-
establishment of the liberties of the
public; (4) The abolition of the cen-
sorship; (5) A full amnesty for all
those condemned on political grounds;
(6) Approval of Turati’s project for
proportional representation and votes
for women.

In the Italian Chamber, Labriola
‘vigorously ‘attacked the Lieague of~Na-
“tions. He made a spirited defense of

the Bolshevist regime in Russia and
denounced the campagn of calumnies
directed against it. There have been
huge demonstrations of protest against

" intervention in Russia in‘a large num-

ber of Italian towns.

Sarrati, editor of Avanti, has been
set at liberty; he was welcomed by
huge crowds in Milan, and the same
day he spoke in favor of a total am-
nesty for all politicals and against in-
tervention in Russia. -

FRENCH SOCIALISTS MAKE
RADICAL DEMANDS

PARIS.—The committee - of the
French Socialist party ‘““for re-estab-
lishing national relations,” has pre-
pared the following program for sub-
mission to the party convention about
to be held: The capitalist bourgeoi-
sie, whatever reform they may con-
cede, will never consent voluntarily
to transferring the general character
of the system which in their hands
constitute the most powerful instru-
ment of domination. . It is triumphant
revolution which will really 'create
the new world in which children will
be placed in a position of the most
perfect equality assuring to each one
the full development of his faculties.

The Socialist party, therefore, pre-
sents to the proletarian masses and
calls upon them to realize the follow-
ing program:

(1) The seizing of all power by the
proletariat; (2) the organization of
workmen’s and peasants’ councils; (3)
the institution of obligatory work;
(4) socialization of the means of pro-
duction and exchange of land; of all
industries, mines, transportation, real

estate, under the direct control of
peasants, workers, miners, transport
workers, naval workers, post-office

workers and of the tenants, etc; (b)
distribution of the product created by
means of co-operation and municipal
store-houses under the control of the
community; (6) transformation of the
entire bureaucracy under the direct
control of the employes; (7) disarma-
ment by means of the union of the all
proletarian republic in the Socialist
International.

COMMENT AND CRITICISM.
The League of Nations.

The League of Nations is in a bad
way. The published covenant has ex-
cited keen disappointment among the
liberals and the open opposition of the
radicals, while the reactionaries are
interested only in wrecking it or dis-
torting it to their own sinister pur-
poses.

J. A. Hobson in the London Nation
says that it is not a league of peoples
devoted to peace and fruitful interna-
tional co-operation, but a conspiracy of
autocrats designed to hold down their
enemies by superior economi¢ and mil-
itary-naval force, and that it is a sham
league without a breath of democracy
in its frame. The French Confedera-
tion Generale u Travail, correspond-
ing to our American Federation of La-
bor, has plastered Paris with placards
denouncing it as a “sabotage of peace.”
It has no warm friends, not even

j among its makers. In fact, as hostility
grows among the victorious powers, it
may die in its mother’s wombp.

And it just as well that
die, for, considering the character of
its parents and the nature of the cir-
cumstances surrounding its concep-
tion, it could never be anything but a
deformed and ill-tempered infant any-
way. E

Lenine.

The most unique figure in the world
to-day is not Wilson, nor Lloyd George,
nor Clemenceau, but Nicolai Lenin,
Premier of Soviet Russia. The more
commonplace observers who have
come out of Russia. such as our late
ambassador at Petrograd, refer to him
as a brainy fanatic.

Of course, to the reactionary, any
man who takes his ideals seriously
enough % translate them into action is
a “fanatic”. A Norwegian statesman
who recently interviewed Lenin calls
him a Socialist Peter the Great, and
Frank Harris says that he always com-
pares him in his thought with. Bis
mark.

To associate Lenin with Bismark or
Peter the Great is not so incongruous
as it might appear at first glance. Le-
nin, is a writer and an orator, but he
is, primarily, a man of action—“ruth-
less and efficient”, to quote Lloyd
George. Peter and Bismark, however,
kept their power largely by fooling the
people, while Lenin tells them the
truth bluntly and keeps their confi-
dence in spite of it.

No statesman to-day is so free from
diplomatic cant and demagogery as is
Nicolai Lenin. Max Eastman’s des-
! cription of him as a “Statesman of the
New Order” is the best that has yet
been given of him in a single sentence.

Liberal Dogma.

Liberalism is supposed to be charac-
-terized by the absence of binding
dogma. But, of course, it has a set of
dogmas of its own, some of which are
ardently supported by the socialists.

Take, for instance, the one relating
to Free Press. American Socialists
are fighting for it in and out of season.
But in Socialist Russia the press is not
free. Why? Ask Lenin and he re-
plies ,in effect: “I recognize the value
of a free press. But we are engaged
in civil war. The press is still a capi-
talist institution. The newspapers
are almost all in capitalist hands. And
capital has no rights. To permit the
capitalist newspapers to run, with
their tremendous influence, would be
as foolish as to invite their armies to
take possession of the country. Sev-

loyal to Soviet Russia.  As the press
ecomes proletarianized— not _neces-
sarily Bolshevized —.the
upon it will be abolished.”
In short, there is no dogma that will
fit into every situation without regard
to circumstances

THOMAS PAINE. .

After the revolutionary war Thomas
! Paine told Benjamin Franklin that he
intended to return to England, much
to Franklin’s surprise. “Where liberty
is, there is my home”, said Franklin.
“Where liberty is NOT, there is my
home”, replied’ Paine. Paine probably
would not have felt the necessity of
leaving America had he lived to-day.

All leaders of the revolution, excep
Paine, were revolutionary only i
their attitude toward Englind. All,
except Paine, were interested in main-
taining the existing order. Paine ex-
posed the beneficiaries of superstiti-
tion, denounced the militarists and
fought the profiteers of his time. It ig
no doubt due to his thoro-going radi-
calism that his name was almost com-
pletely obliterated from American
history, although he was the first ad-

it should |-

SHRINKING SHRIMPS.

"By J. O.

Bentall.

(The Dungeon, Brainerd, Minn.)

Far be it from me to want to add to the shrinking of the

shrimps.

I only want to mention a few of them.

Gag law and tyranny make wonderful changes. It appears
that in the end they are the most potent factors in the revolution,
See what they have made of the workers—a class conscious,

wide-awake, clenched-fisted,
ible, unconquerable, unified

mass.

fighting-mad, victory-bent, irresist-

- Gag law and tyranny did over

night what we have been trying to do for half a century.

See what they did to Debs.

They did not make him great—

He has always been great because of his great principle, his great

mind, his great heart. No.
Debs great.

_ But they brot him out.
showed him to the world. The

they couldn’t.

And the greater he

of capitalism.

files away.

And the supreme court.

pen.
Shrinking shrimps!

of the law and collapsed.

There he stands
chains of slaves and

oppressed. ;

Who 'is the judge that fried him?
days he floundered around in borrowed light—borrowed from
Debs—and then disappeared. Better
acles. You’ll have a job to find that shrinking shrimp,

You couldn’t find two university
presidents in the United States who could name the gentlemen
that gave their unanimous opinion that

Gag law and tyranny could not make

They stood him on a hill and
y intended to hide him—to com-
‘press him so they might be able to get him into a dungeon. But
They couldn’t any more get Debs into a dungeon
than they could get the Atlantic Ocean into a wash tub.

The more they pressed and compressed and oppressed, the
vigger and larger and greater he
there high above the fumbling clouds of persecution, smiling in
the chromosphere of the coming freedom. i
grows—he, the personification of the
awakening working class—the smaller grow the shinking shrimps

grew, until today he stands

Where and who are the agents of the department of justice
who hounded him at that Ohio meeting and who caused his arrest ?
Get your specs and look again, maybe you can see them. Who is
the district attorney that. prosecuted him?
You may find it among the murky records that the clerk of court

What’s his name?

Search me. For a few

get some stronger spect-

Debs should go to the

Only with a high powered misecroscope
will the world be able to discover them.

And Congress—the Congres
espionage law—it crawled out th

s that concocted that scandalous
ru the key hole and got lost. The
attorney general, too, who swelled up like a toy balloon and
bobbed about for a day, wheezed

out something about the dignity

But the world has one more Socrates, who gave his life for
truth and light; one more Jesus of Nazareth, who cast his lot
with the under dog: one more Galileo, who pulled the veil from
the smiling face of heaven; one more Lincoln, who lived and died
for the undying ideal of Liberty. v
like a Colossus, under his feet the broken
: the crumbled ruins of prisons, round about
him a host of comrades and the throng made up of all the world’s

While the shrinking shrimps of persk‘ecution fade away in
the gathering shadows of oblivion. *

eral anti-Bolshevik. newspapers.are.al- | .
lowed - ‘to' do ' business, but they are P

restrictions

in the revolution second to none.
It is easy, to imagine how -

Debs, that “none are free until all yre
free”. ;

The Turk.

Mark Twain once said that in the
case of the human race - versus the
Devil we had listened only to the at-
torney for the prosecution and volun-
teered to be the attorney for the de-
fense.

The Turk has been considered the
devil among the nations. and he hasg
found his Mark Twain in the French
writer, Pierre Loti, who has studied
the Turk ecarefully and has actually
conceived an affection for him. It is
also worth nothing that French and
British soldiers who fought the Turk
tell of many incidents reflecting credit
on their heathen foe and insist that he
observed rules of warfare which were
violated by all the rest of the combat-
ants.

The fact is, of course ,that the Turk,
personally, is not a bad fellow; the
atrocities charged against him were
the natural result of undue power ex-
ercised over a subject people by a for-
eign government. It must also be re-

vocate of rebellion and played a part

ne would have respofides o LagA Ty
of our own revolutionary leader, Gene

membered that Turkey’s position polit-

~I7sally made the advertisement of her
crimesia convenient matter... It was ||

uo.”¢ONSIdered  Practicabls, —for i
stance, for a French or Belgian states-

man officially to condemn the Belgian.

atrocities in the Congo, but a denum
ciation of the unspeakable Turk was
always in order.

The Turkish “problem” can be solv-
ed. not merely by writing the Turk
down a barbarian, but by a thoro ex-
amination of all 'the circumstances
bearing on it. In the meantime, the
workers of Europe and America need
not hesitate to extend the hand of fel-
lowship to the workers of Turkey.

ALEC WATKINS.

Arkansas Miners Face Starvation.

‘HUNTINGTON, ARK.—The 5,000
coal miners of Sebastian County are
face to face with starvation. During
the war they made good wages, but
since November 11, 1918, they have
been given only one or two days of
work each week. Two days a week
will not support life in the average
miner’s family.

Rumor has’ it that things will pick
up after June 1st. Meanwhile rents
remain high and the prices of food
are climbing. Unless work resumes
soon, the miners of Huntington and
the neighboring camps will face real
hardship.

We have our own experience
* * *

In the HIGH COST
* * »
Of LIVING

) L
But we always supposed
® * *

If things got UNBEARABLE
® % &

There was at least
® % *

ONE WAY OoUT!
® k%

The way prescribed
¥ *

*

*

By some kind friends of ours,
* * *

‘Who recently said:
% * *

“If these working people
- * * *
HATE the way the WORLD is,
% * *
Why don’t they DIE?”
* ® L
But, just as we

* %

#*
Got READ'Y to,
*

* %

Some folks who seem to know
* ® *

' Say the high cost of LIVING
* * ®

Isn’t IN IT
* * *

With the HIGH COST
R
Of DYING,

* * *

With Doctors and Hospitals:
* * *

And UNDERTAKERS
* * *

All charging whatever
N * * %k

The traffic will bear!

By Anise---Seattle Union Record

But we hear with relief

* * *

The Workers of Canada,

. ® % %

‘While looking for chances
* * L3

To take over the industries,
* * *

Cast their eagles eyes over
* * *

The indusiry of DYING,
* * *

And organized in Carrisvale
* * %

A CO-OPERATIVE COFFIN
% * *

COMPANY
£ 3 * "

To fight the
* L

Undertakers Trust,
* %* * *

And make
* % * %

DYING CHEAPER!

L I

And over in Edmonton
* * * %

The MINISTERS Took a hand
* * * %
And passed resolutions
* % *® ok
Asking the government
* ® ok %
To control Undertaking,
* * * £
And fix the price of coffins
* ¥ *® ¥
And the expense of FUNERALS,
* * % %
Because the POOR
L I L . 3

Could no longer AFFORD
% % ¥ ¥
To DIE.

THE HIGH COST OF DYING

And I see in Tacoma
& * * %k
They are proposing
* % * %

A UNION-MADE HOSPITAL

* %k ok

T o handle the FIRST PART
* % % % .
Of Dying.
* & E

And after a while
& * * %

They will get to the DOCTORS
* *® * ok

And have them all unionized
* * * %

On EIGHT-HOUR shifts,
* * * *
And regular salaries,
* & * %
Instead of in their present
Ed * ko
ANARCHISTIC style
* * * %
Of WASTE and DISORDER.
* * *® &
As soon as they have
% % * *
The doctors and hospitals
* * * %
And COFFINS
* * * %
Completely nationalized,
* £ % - ok
Going up to HEAVEN will be
* * * *
So easy and CHEAP
* * * %
That they will just have
* %k * %
To make EARTH PLEASANT
LI S
If they want to keep folks
* * % x%

DOWN HERE AT ALL!

A Copy of John Reed’s Great Book

““Ten Days That Shook the World’’

Is going to be given to the person who brings in the
largest’ number of subscriptions to the Workers’
World during the Month of May.

One yearly subscription will count the same as
two half;year subs. Demand your “credits.”

BUSINESS MEETING

Workers’Educational League Inc.

AT 7:30 P. M. BOOKBINDERS HALL

12th and Central, Sunday May 18th

Bell Phone Grand 1747 J

OTTO ZULAUF

Cleaning, Pressing
and Repairing
EXPER.IENCE COUNTS

919 West 17th St. Kansas City, Mo.

INDIA’S FREEDOM IN
AMERICAN COURTS

A pamphlet giving full statement
of the deportation and other cases
agaifst Hindu political prisoners
and refugees, now pending in the
American courts.

A call to Americans to maintain
the right of political asylum for the..
oppressed of other lands.

16 pp. Price 10c. By mail 12 cents
FRIENDS OF FREEDOM FOR INDIA

PROGRESSIVE NEWS (0.
405 East 12th St.
RADICAL BOOKS

MAGAZINES
and PAPERS

‘ Cigarsﬂ and Tobacco

7 East 15th St. New York
Robert Morss Loveti, Dudley Field Malone
President . Vice-President

Frank P. Walsh

Agnes Smedley
Vice President

Louls P. Lochner
Secretary

Treasurer

To attain Success for the
Working Class Necessitates
an Organization

The Socialist Party

Is the Party of the Work-
ing (lass. /

PRIMEL

A Breakfast Food

Tasty
Wholesome
: Party meets at 2 p. m.

10c per Ib.. Rooms 301 kC\urt‘iqe: Bldg.

“$1.00 for 10 Ths. {813\

Delivered Parcel Post within ‘2nd zone

Zadl .

Ist and 3rd Sundays

E. D. WILCOX, Secy.
9 Fairmount Ave,

Send add for Free Sample

HARRY CHILTON
902 S. W. ‘Boulevard

BELL PHONE GRAND 1261 J}

CANADIAN CLEANERS

Wholesale Cleaning
and Dyeing
- 2401 Harrison Street

Bell cl;’hones : !
2 rand 2858W :
E. GITTERMAN, Prop.

An Qasis for Rest and
Recreation of the Spirit

The “Fiat L ux"

(LET THERE BE LIGHT)

Extends a cordial and hearty invita-
tion to all the thinking people of this
city to the Newly Established

Fine Arts Book Shop and Selected
Literary Magazines

with elevating ideas in ‘English,
-Rufsian, Spanish and ' Italian

WILL OPEN ON MAY 17TH, 1919.
At 303 E. 10th St. Kansas City,Mo.
'NATHAN & HIDALGO Home Phone Main 7078

L. B. W, A,

International Brotherhood
Welfare Association

PUBLIC READING ROOM
104 East Sth St.

KANSAS CITY, MO.

Social Meetings every Monday 8 p. m. .
Edu_catlonal Meetings every Friday, 8 p. m.
Business Meetings 2d and 4th Sundays § p. m,

—
Calls Made S . l. Free Consultation
L peclalist I Consuitatior

Ne.rvous Spinal and Chronic Diseases,
There is nothing so good for Chronic Diseases as

Chiropractic Adjustments

1 a(;ljust the cause of disease, nature cures
H. s 2 to 7 p.m.
Beﬁul;-hone lvlainpl?lisw Dl‘. Ao ROShOHg

Home Main 4240 . .
Chiropractor Sy and Holidays

N

Cherry Hotel .
1025 Cherry Street

COMRADES AND FRIENDS

We all know that life insurance, is a

necessity at all times, for everybody;

young and old, married or single. .
See me about it. I represent

The Mogtropolitan Lifelns. Co.

NEW YORK CITY
Office 900 Main Street

Residence 614 Harrison
Phones Home Main 6020 Bell Main 5020

Call for Appointment

JACOB KASSNER
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OPEN THE DOQRS!

A couple of weeks ago I wrote an
appeal for bond for the men admitted
to bail.at L.eavenworth, and other jails
and penitentiaries, who had been con-
victed of violations of the espionage
act or who are still unconvicted, sim-
ply languishing in" dungeons awaiting
the slow processes of law to get to
their cases. I was gratified to see that
my letter had been copied by several
radical papers, and to receive letters
from others that they would publish
similar appeals in their respective
organs. I also received Ietters from
people in different parts of the United
States offering assistance, and also
several pitiful letters from men in-
carcerated, who need such assistance.

We have published one of these let-
ters in the Workers’ World of last
week., I wish that every comrade
would read this letter as it is indica-
tive of the spirit with which these
men endure the confinement and pri-
vation incident upon jail life. Let us
not forgét for a moment that these
men are not criminals, the worst we
can say for them is that they are prob-
able law-violators. That leaves the
question as to whether the law is just
or not, open for discussion.

It should also be remembered that
an cbnoxious law, or a law that is un-
just will never be removed from the
statute book unless the injustice of it
is brought to the public attention.

That is what these men have done,
and for which they are now suffering.
Let us not forget that the United
States supreme court has not yet
passed upon the constitutionality of
that act, with the result that these
men are now suffering a conviction of
questionable legality.

As I pointed out in my former letter,
the very fact that many of them are
admitted to bail shows that there is a
serious doubt in the judicial minds of
the country that these convictions can
be upheld before a judge and jury,
not under the spell of war excitement.

The courts have said “Give bail and
come out. If your friends believe in
you they will raise your bail.” That
will be the megsure of the class con-
sciousness of the American people.
The speed and extent to which they
raise bond. If we do not raise bond,
we virtually say to the capitalist class:
“Never mind our protest meetings,
never mind our vituperation, it is only
parlor and stage stuff. In fact, we
have no more use for those men who
are convicted for speaking and writ-
ing the opinions we speak and write,
then have the courts that have sen-
tenced them.” )

Comrades, the days of soap-box ora-
tory and lip service at the shrine of
radicalism are past. The forces of
capitalism have said: “All that is nec-

essary is to take their leaders and bite
from five to twenty years out of their
life and the others will hunt cover.”
and they watched if you were going
to stand for it. Will you stay by the
men and women who spoke your sent-
iments and suffered for it? You can
do so in one way and that is, say to
the.capitalist class: “As Frank Little
lost his life in an endeavor to organ-
ize the miners of Butte, as Ford and
Suhr were buried alive in a California
prison, because they fought for the
rights of the hop slaves ,as BEugene V.
Debs rather went to prison for the re-
mainder of his life, than compromise
his inalienable right to the freedom
of expression, as these men pledged
and gave, their life and liberty, so we
will pledge our substance that they
may go free and we will pledge it
further to carry on the fight until
every law is repealed from the statute
books of America that acts as a. fetter
on the souls of men and women, who
dare to speak for the right as they
see it.

Comrades, we still have legal re-
dress, with the proper awakening of
public sentiment, with the proper
show of devotion, loyalty and sacrifice,

I feel sure that when these prison
doors open and let these men out they
will not close on them again. That is,
if their bonds are made big enough
and fast enough to convince the courts
and juries of the land that the people
still believe in the constitutional guar-
anteee of personal liberty. .

I realize that the great majority of
the radical movement have not the
property or the money with which to
make bond, but I also know that in
every community there are men and
women who have property, and at the
same time idealism enough, and faith
enough in the integrity of labor that
they will gladly pledge their property
to see justice done to all mankind.

There is no particular danger in go-
ing bail for these class war prisoners.
Many of them were released on their
own recognizance by-the court. They
all appeared for trial. A man or a
woman who will face prison for their
ideals sake is not likely to go back on
comrades who have befriended them.

Comrades, it is no pleasure to be in
jail, away from friends, away from
loved ones, surrounded by cement and
steel and cold stony stare of jailors.
At best it is dehumanizing and brutal-
izing. . It cannot help but wilt the
more delicate sentiments of the soul.
Let us return these men to the sun-
shine and flowers, to the laughter and
smiles of wives, sweethearts and little
children. It is up to us. we can, we
must do it. .

JOHN DeQUER.

A }PLEA FOR REVOLU-
TIONARY TACTICS

William Bross Lloyd recently wroté
me: T
eSS vimmenmamomenr. 18+ asWorking:

" class organization with Tnany working

class members but with no roots into
the working class in any way bringing
nourishment to the party from the
working class. . . I believe the line
cf action should be workers’ and farm-
ers’ councils based right down in the
shop and on the farm. That is where
the interests of the workers touch
them most nearly. The So-
cialist Party can be given a double
form of organization sort of on the So-
viet principle, possibly in this way:
An industrial organization organized
along industrial lines, to which organi-
zation the governing force of the
party would be confided. An organi-
zation based on the shop where the
workers’ interests are identical, where
they know one another and one an-
other’s capabilities and characters,
and where, if any place, the workers
can function effectively in a practical
way. With this shop industrial organ-
jization as a basis confide the govern-
ing of the party to an organ-
ization elected along the lines of the
Soviet government of Russia, and
then, for the purpose of political cam-
paigns, organize a Soviet of the polit-
ical districts involved.”

Comrade Lloyd is on the right track.
His theory is one which has been con-
sidered for several years by California
socialists. We have endeavored here
in a blundering way to make the So-
cialist Party the political expression
of the industrial and economic divi-
sions of Labor.

Walter Thomas Mills—whose crass
opportunism is one of the disgusting
things in our movement—at a Social-
ist Party convention held in Fresno
three years ago proposed that the
state organization be divided into nine
groups.—construction workers, print-
ers, housewives, machinists, farmers,
professional workers, eté. It was
adopted. The suggestion was a good
one, not because it solved the prob-
lem, but because it opened the way for
a real revolution in tactics. Shortly
afterward war was declared and the
Party was forced to spend the largest
portion of its time defending itself
from Chauvinism and war-persecution.
The plan is &till in effect, but as at
present administered, has little or no
life to it.

It was Mill’s theory that representa-
tion on the State Exegutive Commit-
tee should be industrial, rather than
geographical. It was the Soviet plan
in Embryo. It does not, however, get
down into the root of the problem. As
a general plan it may suffice, but if the
representation were to be derived di-
rectly from the shop and the farm so-
viet it would have infinitely more pow-
er. Unless the Socialist Party re-or-
ganizes itself somewhat on this basis,
the incipient Labor Party will cut a
deep gash in our ranks. .

A national convention of the Social-
ist Party is an immediate and imper-
ative necessity. Our movement has
outgrown its tactics. We must re-
state our position with reference to
world events; we must reorganize the
basis of our membership; we must
radically alter our method of proced-
ure. We are at present trying to get
along with forms and methods inhery
ited from pre-war days and they ar
ridiculously out-of-date. The Ameri-

can socialist movement is occupying

a tragically pathetic position in the
revolutionary world crisis. It is an

eternal- disgrace  that«we: have —not

more energetically espoused the cause
of Soviet Russia. It is equally as re-
prehensible that we have sadly de-
layed our co-operation with the rev-
olutionary economic movements of
our time. We have dealt in phrase-
mongering, in the reception of Marxian
shibboleth, until we are beginning to
stagnate.

The day of theory has past; the time
for revolutionary action has come.
There is a crying need for unity among
the factions of the revolutionary move-
ment—not compromise, but under
standing, so that we  will not be eter-
nally working at cross-purposes.
The Socialist Party should in the first
place. adopt the I. W. W. principle of
the One Big Union. There is little
doubt but that the I. W. W. will sup-
port revolutionary political action if
it is really based on the JOB. There
has recently developed a startling
change of attitude of the I. W. W, to-
ward the socialists. As one promi-
nent wobly said to me the other day
“Believe me, the socialists who were
game to stick to the majority report
and to go to jail for their convictions
during this war, are worth associating
with.” On every hand, I find the I. W.
W. developing a wholesome respect
for revolutionary political action, and
the Socialists developing an apprecia-
tion of the tenets of the I. W. W. phil-
osophy. Let us hope for some sort of
unity between the two, thus present-
ing a greatly strengthened front to the
enemy.

The One Big Union, I think, is
sound. The only objection the writer
has to the I. W. W. is their occasional
impossibilism. The other night I
spoke before a San Francisco organi-
zation of the I. W. W. on co-operation.
In the discussion following, many of
them proceeded to prove that co-oper-
ation was purely a “bourgeois” move-
ment—that it was so much sand
hurled in the eyes of the working
class. They were somewhat non-
plussed when I read several pages
from Lenine’s “The Soviets at Work”
and showed that co-operation was the
thing which so greatly facilitated the
Bolshevist revolution, despite the lack
of Russia’s concentrated capitalist
conditions.

The trouble with most of our reds
is that they are not content to build as
they go "along. They are obsessed
with the idea of a glorious, cataclys-
mic revolution. Many of them fail to
see that unless the constructive
groundwork is prepared beforehand, a
revolution is just so much froth.
Overturn? Certainly. But let’s get
ready for it. We must remember that
Lenine was forced to appeal to the
educated bourgeois, paying them ex-
orbitant salaries, in order to secure
proper industrial management. Co-
operation is the finest training school
in .existence for the working class.

If socialism ever succeeds in this
country—and its eventual success is
inevitable—it will succeed in Seattle,
where the whole force of union labor
is beginning to organize on a co-oper-
ative basis. Seattle is not waiting for
a dramatic denouement. It is delib-
erately setting to work to create the
new organization within the shell of
the old.

ALANSON SESSIONS.

‘be assured because the possible re-

MORE POCKET PICKING

By Scott

Bernard Shaw described the modern
pursuit of foreign markets thus: “First
we teach the savages to wear pants;
then we pitk their pockets.”

Ever since Lord Palmerston made
his famous statement that “the flag
follows the investor” capitalist gov-
ernments have spent most of their
time and energy in protecting ana
safeguarding the 'business ventures of
their ‘“leading citizens.”
Chamberlain summarized -the whole,
matter in a speech before Parliament
(1896) :—

“All the great offices of State are
occupied with commercial affairs. The
Foreign Office and the Colonial Of-
fice are chiefly enegaged in finding
new markets and in defending old
ones. The War Office and the Admir-
alty are mostly occupied in prepara-
tions for the defense of these markets
and for the protection of our com-
merce. The Boards of Agriculture
and of trade are entirely concerned
with those two great branches of in-
dustry. Therefore, it is not too much
to say that commerce is the greatest
ot all political interests, and that that
Government deserves most the popu-
lar approval which does the most to
increase our trade and to settle it -on
a firm foundation.”

Japan, Italy, France Great Britain
and the ‘United States are busy pre-
paring to “conquer” foreign markets;
to “control” undeveloped countries,
and to ‘“‘exploit” virgin resources.
There is no “by your leave.” The
peoples of the countries are npt con-
sulted. Armies are organized and
navies are manned to back the com-
mercial and financial interests, that,
from each of the great capitalist coun-
fries, are sallying forth to possess
themselves of the few unappropriated
corners of the earth.

WHY NOT MEXICO?

Disturbing reports continue to come
from Paris and from Mexico City. The
counter-revolutionary forces, appar-

Joseph |

-and sold in the market.

Nearing
talk in French and British circles at
the Paris Conference is that America
is to be asked to take a mandatory
over Mexico. The League Covenant,
accepted: by . the Peace Conference,
contains two lists of nations. First,
those that are members of the League.
Second, those that are invited to join
the League. The name of Mexico
does not occur in either list.

Why not?
- Is this the price that Mexico pays
for being cursed with oil fields that
are the envy of the modern capitalist
world? Must her people, because they
happen to live in a country rich with
mineral deposits, be made vassals to
neighboring states that covet their
wealth? Is this the liberty for which
the soldiers of the allied nations
fought in Europe? If there is to be
any self-determination “or any justice
in the outcome of the Peace Confer-
ence, why not turn some of it in the
direction of Mexico?

THEY BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND.

Lord Robert Cecil. English conser-
vative aristocrat, - understands what
British labor wants.. Unlike most of
his class, he has waked up to the in-
ner realities of the industrial revolu-
tion. Lord Robert in a letter to the
London Times says, “Even where, as
is very often the case, the employers
are excellent, where they take great
trouble to meet the wants and de-
sires of their employes, where they
pay them good wages for moderate
hours and provide them with various

‘amenities as well, all this is- done for

the men as a voluntary act of benevo-
lent despotism, or as the consequence
of the law of supply and demand.
That is to treat the relations between
the parties from a wrong standpoint.
A man’s labor is a part of himself, and
not a mere commodity to be bought
He has a
right to be consulted as to its dispo-
sal, and cannot give to another uncon-
trolled power over it without injury
to his self-respect.”

ently supplied with plenty of money,
are showing renewed energy. The

The worker dare not surrender his

“IS IT PEACE, JEHU"

By HARRY SALPETER

They have given us a peace treaty,
but have they given us peace? That
is the question.
themselves, have never made for
peace. The libraries of the world
mutely, yvet eloquently testify to that.
Our collective vanity may be satisfied
at this collective humiliation of the
German people, but what if that hu-
miliation, rankling in the hearts of
this generation and transmitted as a
heritage of hate to the future genera-
tions leads to future conflicts?

If peace is to be assured future gen:
erations, it will be assured in spite ¢

For peace treaties, in|.

see . the world rid of the incubus of
militarism.
| Germany is offered a copy of the

Brest-Litovsk peace. That the lead-
ers of Germany were blind, stupid,
cruel, vindictive, inhuman, etec., is
neither excuse nor justification for the
peace the Allies desire to impose on
Germany. )

. For who will suffer? The leaders?
Hardly. The people? Yes. The bur-
den of reparation and indemnification
will be laid on their backs. They ad-
mit -in one breath ‘that the German
pedvle have been the victims of a sys-

“¢._campaign.of, deception, and

this-treaty, not becausesof it. Tt

paration that may be won through a
bloody contest can never be so great
as to offset the cost and tragedy of
war. If peace is to be assured, it will
be assured through the fear of the de-
fenders of the status quo that
another war may seriously endanger
that status and lead to even a more
definite transfer of power than has yet
been effected outside of Russia. And
yet another possibility through which
peace may be assured, in spite of this
peace treaty. It is that the proletar-
ians-of the nations may win control of
the industries and the governments of
those nations, and to them, strategems
and spoils and assured advantages in
the markets of the world matter far
less than the need of an entente cor-
diale among the peoples of the world.
As has been shown time and again,
boundaries are of little significance,
when conditions in each nation are fa-
vorable to the people of the nations.
When the Japanese wage-scale ap-
proaches, say, the wage-scale of a na-

¥ 80, that in their
crimes of their leaders, they have be-
dome participants to those crimes.
But did they not rebel against those
leaders wupon the discovery of the
truth? No . matter. They must be
taught that force never achieves its
ends.

Have they not suffered sufficiently
already to understand that? Have
they not been the victims of the rash
military gamble of their leaders who

suffered  almost nothing in
.comparison to the sufferings
of those whom they sent to

their deaths in waves upon waves of
battalions? Their women must suf-

fer. Their children must suffer.
Their grandchildren must suffer.
Their great-grandchildren, perhaps,

may suffer. And all in payment of the
crimes of a group of men, who, clothed
and fortified with the prerequisites of
power could use men in droves upon
droves in a gamble for greater and yet
greater power.

Does the fact that the Allies are to-

tion.like America, it will little matter
how many Japanese there are in this
country. The people of one nation
will join with their masters in mainy
taining a certain boundary line only
when that boundary line marks the di-
vision between tolerable and intolera-
ble living conditions.

To return to the treaty. It is hard-
ly necessary to say that it is in viola-
tion of almost all the principles enun-
ciated by the Allied propagandists in
those days when the nearest approach
to victory that was anticipated was a
stalemate. That the Allies (aided by
their despised and unacknowledged
Allies, the Bolsheviki, who were em-
ploying the weapon of propaganda
against the Germans), would ever gain
so complete a victory as that, the full
evidence of which wa§ given to the
world in the armistice of last Novem-
ber was undreamt of by even the most
sanguine. Believing that it would
never be ih the power of the Allies to
impose such terms as have been im-
posed ,the Allied propagandists, pos-
ing as the sole authorized apostles of
justice and democracy, spoke of a
peace of justice as the peace most de-
sirable, because justice was the most
they could then have expected as the
result of a military stalemate. The
words of justice and democracy had
hardly left their lips, when observing
the great military victory which the
Allies have won ,they changed their
tune and declared for a peace of repar-
ation and indemnities.

That the Allies have presented such
a peace to Germany as that nation
would have presented to the Allies is
neither excuse nor justification for it.
Rather ,it is the last word in condem-
nation of it. For what could be less
desirable for the peace of the world
than a German kind of peace, no mat-
ter whom imposed? That the
Allies have it in their power to im®
pose such a treaty may capture the
fancy of those unthinking ones who
desire to feel that collective sense of
superiority and power, a sense which
German propagandists labored so hard

i

by

to implant in the minds of the people, |

to make them better tools to further
imperial purposes, but it cannot cap-

day able to impose a treaty of this
nature (assuming that it is accepted)
mean that they have achieved victory?
No. It is the kind of victory that, like
the apple of Sodom, looks exceeding

fair without, but within is full of
ashes.
The spoils of war must be safe-

guarded. Military conscription can-
not be -abolished. The millen-
jum is mnot here, for the self-ap-
pointed midwives of that millenium
are postponing its coming. Germany
having been taught that (to judge
from appearances) force, as in the
case of the Allies, is the real deter-
minor, may again resort to force. She
may preach, not a war of conquest, but
a war of liberation, Perhaps not in
this generation, but surely, if this
peace is perpetuated, in'the next. As
France preached the revanche for the
wrong of 1870, so Germany may
preach the revance for the wrong of
1919. That Germany (speaking in
that loose manner by which govern-
ments and peoples are confounded)
got a taste of her own medicine does
not alter the case.

There will be enough facts in justi-
fication of the theory that Germany
has been wronged to enlist another
army for another war. If the wrest-
ing of Alsace-Lorraine was wrong, so
also is the wresting of the Saar basin,
Dantzig, the colonies ,the food block-
ade against the women and children
of Germany after the signing of the
armistice.

Does the treaty limit the number of
conscripts Germany may raise? Does
it prohibit frontier ' fortifications?
Does it prohibit the excessive output
of ammunitions? Napoleon also pro-
hibited the old Prussian kingdom from
raising too large an army, but Scharn-
horst found a way around that prohi-
bition and formed ‘an army which
became the model for the future army
of Prussia ,and later, of Germany.
Napoleon’s conquest led to the Ger-
manic War of Liberation. Prussia’s
conquest in 1871 led to the World
war. To what will the Allied con-
quest lead?

“Is it peace, Jehu? ”

Yes, so long as peoples possess the
power to nullify the evil in the deci-
sions of their self-appointed leaders.

ture the fancy of those who wish to

juiesence to the

right to the control of his own actions.
Such a surrender means slavery ,no
matter what the material surround-
ings of the slave may be. The caste
system {n industrial life must go, The
sooner its beneficiaries realize this the
better it will be for all concerned.

OPERATING AT A LOSS.

Former Secretary of the. Treasury,
Wm. G. McAdoo, speaking at a-dinner
given by the Chile and Northern News
Association, to the Chilean Financial
Commission. urged that the United
States should increase its shipping fa-
cilities to South America. Mr. McAdoo
msisted that, if necessary, trade with
Chile should be carried on at a loss in
order to put it on a firm foundation.
Said he, “It is advisable and necessary
to make use of the government ships
for this purpose, even if at a loss, un-
til commerce can be established on a
stable basis and lines made self-sup-
porting.”—(N. Y. Times.)

Workers’ families operate regularly
at'a loss. According to a Federal Re-
port 30,000,00 people are living in pov-
erty in the United States which proves
that beyond question. Shall these
families be “subsidized;” Any such
proposal is met at once, by an indig-
nant cry of “pauperism.” What dif-
ference in principle does Mr. McAdoo
find in his proposal to operate com-
mercial ventures at a loss, under gov-
ernment subsidy?

Is that ,not likewise breeding indus-
trial pauperism?

If there’is any government subsidy
to be paid against operations carried
on at a loss it might be well to con-
sider the possibility of subsidizing the
families of millions of workers in the
United States rather than of subsi-
dizing new commercial ventures into
the unexploited fields of South Amer-
ica. °

A TASTE OF ANARCHY.

Anarchy is sometimes defined as
absence of organized control. The

definition perfectly fits a situation de- |

scribed in the last number of the
Monthly Labor Review of the United
States Department of Labor. The
article in question is entitled “Labor
Turnover in the San Francisco Bay
Region.” .

Fourteen establishments wiith 14,083
full time employes on the payroll, hir-
ed during the year 32,489 people. An
agricultural implement plant with over
2,000 full time employes, hired about
an equal number during the year. But
an iron and steel plant with 669 full
time employes hired 2,904 persons dur-
ing the year; and an explosive plant
with 1,795 employes hired 5,409 per-
sons during the year. Of the total
number of persons who left jobs, 1,820
were discharged; 5,743 were laid off;
1,361 entered the military service and
15,702 quit. The article goes into fur-
ther detail with regard to the number
of weeks of service of the employes—4
000 stayed one week or less; 53 per
cent. were on the job for less than 3
months.

This, of course, throws an interest-

Capitalist society is stupid and inef-
fective at best. At worst it is merely
a cdtch-as-catch-can method of turning
out a product at the lowest cost and
selling it for the highest price. The
human beings concerned in the trans-
actions amount to nothing.

ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTED ON

INTER-CITY SOCIALIST CEN-
TRAL COMMITTEE,

Local Kansas City, Mo.
Socialist Party of America.
Edw Wilcox, Secretary,
4429 Fairmount.

Jewish Branch
Socialist Party of America.
J. Kassner Secretary.
614 Harrison.

So. Slavic Branch
Socialist Party of America.
M. Zvonar, Secretary,
720 Ferry, K. C, Kas.

Italian Bramnch
Socialist Party of America.
G. Bonanno, Secretary,
624 Harrison.

Russian Branch
Socialist Party of America.
M. Bondar, Secretary,
611 Central, K. C, Kas.

Poale Zion
(Jewish Socialist Labor Party.)
M. Stark, Secretary.
1209 B, 25th.

Workmen’s Circle Branch No. 63.
M. Lubartowsky, Secretary,
324 Olive,

Workmen’s Circle Branch No. 496.
L. Shustae, Seeretary,
619 Independence Avenue.

Indep. Workmen’s Circle Branch No. 69.
M. Magilow, Secretary,
2419 Tracy.

Jewish Nat’l, Workers’ Alliance.
P. J. Osheroff, Secretary,
616 Independence Avenue.

ing sidelight on the condition of indus- |
rtrial disorganization that ordinarily
prevails in a great business center. -

CORRESPONDENCE.

Herewith we reprint some commernts
received from readers outside Kansas
City on your new paper, THE WORK:-
ERS’ WORLD. We could fill columns
with correspondence, but have just
chosen a few which will indicate in a
small way how wide-spread has been
the reception given your paper, greeting
coming from points as widely separated
as New York and San Francisco, Can-
ada and Atlanta, Ga., and from-what
a large number of sections of the Social-
ism ‘movement hitherto rather hostile
to each other, including co-operators,
trade-unionists, I. W. W.’s, radical
socialists and old time ‘politjcal’ social-
ists. All this goes to substantiate our
assertion that the new times and new
conditions are forging a new movement
out of the scattered fragments of the
old. We believe that one of the centers
of reorganization is the Socialist Party.
Our position is being rapidly accepted
all over the country. Read the letters:

Douglas Co. Jail Lawrence, 5-1-19.
Dear Comrade:—

International Labor Day Greetings!
We were agreeably surprised by the
receipt of three copies of the Workers’
World. We read every word of their
contents, and we want you to know
that we thoroly enjoyed them. Every
article was educational and fills a long-
felt want in this part of the country.
We wish the Workers’ World all the
success in the world.

It certainly is encouraging to us who
are in jail to see so many really revo-
lutionary papers springing up. It is
an omen that must give the exploiting
class the nightmare.
. The struggle is becoming more intes-
sified every day. A little more time
and this will be a grand old world to
live in; and we feel sure that as ani
educator, the Worker's World will
do much towards guiding the workers
along the road to real freedom.
There are six 1. W. W.s in this jail—
a part of the Wichita defendants, and
we have been in some of the foulest
county jails for the past 18 months
awaiting trial on a trumped up charge.
- This is May Day, and it is sure amus-
ing to read the howls of the kept press.
It seems that the workers all over the
country are making their presence felt
in no uncertain way. All here join in
sending you our very bhest wishes, and
believe us,
Yours for the New Society,

F. J. GALLAGHER.
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Crow Wing County Jail,
Brainerd, Minn.,
April 26, 1919.
My dear Comrades: :
Some one is very kind in sending
me The Workers’ World, and appar-
ently it comes right from the office.
I want to tell you that I appreciate it,
you are certainly getting out a most
interesting paper, with material that
18 1n every way first class. Devoted
comrades with wonderful talent seem
to pe springing up everywhere, giving
t!lell‘ time and energy to the revolu-
tion in a marvellous way.

_While shut in over here my heart is
yVIth you and my hopes for early work-
ing class victory is brightened every
time I-read--about “the progress the
movement is making.

- Cheer and courage and power to you
in the wonderful work you are doing.
i Yours for heavy blows against cap-
italism,

J. O. BENTALL,

Atlanta, Ga.,

Workers’ World: —

I just received a copy of your paper
the other day and it seemed good to
rea(} it after reading the dalies of the
capitalist press for so long. It seemed
an endless time since I had read a
good readable paper for I have been
down South since last December.

It seems to me from what I can find
out and from what I saw of the labor
movement there, that there is g great
need of just such bapers as yours.

The movement there is in its initial
stages. You ecan compare the ad-
vancement of that part of the country
and the North, as the South being in
the place that the north was 15 years
ago.

So on with the good work and never
Ioose. sight of the fact that our main
task is to educate and organize.

FREDERICKS.

For Sale

Seven room modern, except fu.nace

Lot 25x125
2604 Holmes St.

See owner at residence
Priccs and terms right

Price $2500. Rent $27 per mo.

Reason for Sale, Owner. Leaving

1 Year $2.00

World for.......... months.

The Workers’ World

’ P. 0.Box 697 Kansas City, Mo.
6 months $1.00.

Enclosed find §..........for which send me The Workers’

Address.,................

3 months 50c

Bundle

Name ......
Address

crsaonn

3¢ Per Copy
Enclosed find............for which send me........copies

of The Workers’ World for..
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HOW ABOUT IT, BOYS?

Returning soldiers are being. greeted
by large advertisements in the daily press
by the K. C. Railways, welcoming them back
to their old jobs. Is this really a sincere
desire to give justice to the boys who were
taken away and shipped off to Europe?

%  The facts give the lie to this assump-
tion. Men who have previously worked for
the Railways are NOT being re-employed 1F
THEY ARE UNION MEN. ' The damnable
hypocrisy of these adds can only be appre-
ciated by recalling that the Railways Com-
pany, so soon as the armistice was signed
and they felt sure of many returning sol-
diers soon, started a fight on the Union
which wiped it out in Kansas Citv. THEY
HAVE BEEN USING THE SOLDIERS OF
DEMOCRACY TO ESTABLISH INDUS-
TRIAL AUTOCRACY.

To the everlasting eredit of our soldiers
be it said that a great many of them refused
to bé used as scabs, even when forced to
walk the streets in idleness as a consequence.
But what words can do justice to the foul
vipers who, under the guise of patriotism,
try to dishonor the soldiers and sailors by

using them to beat down wages and in-

crease hours? .
In other cities the boys are organizing
Soldiers and Sailors Councils to find a reme-
dy for such situations as this. Kansas City
hag as yet no organization for her boys ex-
cept those owned and controlled by such
men as the unspeakable Kealy. Iow about
it, Boys?. Don’t we need a Soldiers and

_ Sailors Council in Kansas City? |

DEPORTATIONS.

The latest example of the deportatiori :

mania is reported on another page. . £
young Russian is being held by the immi-
gration authorities in Kansas City because
he was found with a copy of the Workers’
World. He is locked up incommunicado,
not even a lawyer allowed to see him, no
charge is placed against him, no legal pro-
cess of any kind is shown on the records;
simply by the arbitrary action of irrespons-
ible authority he is locked up, and will prob-
ably be shipped out of the country quietly,
in violation of the law of America, to say
nothing of the principles of justice and
equity.

Nothing is to be gained by protest
or invective. We simply record the facts,
and call them to the attention of our friends
of timid soul who still maintain that Amer-
ica is a political democracy, responsive to
the will of her people. Is this the peoples’
will ?

MOTHER BLOOR.

One of the most interesting figures in
the Labor movement today is Ella Reeve
Bloor, or, as she is more affectionately
known, Mother: Bloor. Kansas City has
just had an opportunity to get acquainted
with this wonderful woman, old in years
but young in energy and spirit and intelli-
gence. She was with us but a few days,
but in that short time she left the impress
of her personality on Kansas City. And
she is coming back again. She will speak
in Kansas City on May 18, and she has
promised that as soon as she has finished
_her present work, about July, she will re-
turn and spend some months here with the
union” men, (‘my boys,” she calls them)
and in helping build up the circulation of

the Worker’s World. We are telling you |

something of hér history on another page,
and when she returns we recommend that
you get acquainted with her.

FREEDOM FOR INDIA.

Friends of Frank P. Walsh of Kansas
City will be interested in learning that he
is Vice President of an association known
as the Friends of Freedom for India. Be-
ing an Irishman and a militant champion of
the cause of that unhappy island, ‘Walsh
is in position to appreciate somewhat the
position of the enslaved Hindus who suf-
fer at the hands of the same oppressor.
The new association has issued a pamphlet
telling of the cases of young Hindus being
held in this country for deportation to
India, where they will be executed by
Britain. An advertisement of this booklet
will be found in this paper. If you wish to
be well-informed you must have it. Our
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ignorance of these things is one of the
shameful items of America’s political edu-
cation.

There is another question, however,
which is raised in the mind of the person
who first sees the name, Friends of Free-
dom for India; “How long will it be until
Hindus, Irish, and Russians, will begin to
form Friends of Freedom for America as-
sociations, to assist us in getting back our
lost liberties ?”

WHY ARE AMERICAN TROOPS IN
RUSSIA?

~ American troops are in 4
and being killed. Why? There has been
no declaration of war. The Russian gov-
ernment has made every possible overture
looking toward peace; has offered to dis-
cuss every question at issue between Rus-
sia and the world; has declared again and
again that they wish to be left in peace to
work out their own peculiar destiny. Rus-
sia is met by closed doors, by unauthorized
warfare, invasion, blockade, counter-revo-
lutionary intrigue,.treachery; while in pub-
lic the international pirates who are trying
to crush her utter unctious platitudes
about Russia’s “crimes.” Soviet Russia
charges that the Allied nations are trying
to return the Tzar to power again. Press
dispatches of May 10, carry a little item of
news which may throw some light on the
truth or falsity of this charge:
LONDON, May 10.—Dowager Em-

press Marie Feodorovna of Russia, and

her daughter, Grand Duchess Xenie,

arrived in England yesterday on

board a British warship... They were

met in this city by King George and

Queen Mary and Queen-Mother Alex-

andria.”

. Keep the above news dispatch in your
mind and then read from a proclamation ad-
dressed to you by the Workingmen’s Gov-
ernment of Russia: ,

Real freedom, economic and social
freedom, will only be achieved when
the workers of all countries overthrow
the master class and take control in
their hands. .

We in Russia have done this. We
have abolished Capitalism and Land-
lordism in Russia. :

‘We have a workmens government.

Your capitalists know that our re-
volution is a menace to them. They
fear that the workers in other coun-
tries will follow our example. .

They are therefore supporting the
Russian capitalists against us. They
are determined to crush our revolution
and put the landlords, capitalists, and
the Czar back again.

And you have been brought here for
that purpose. '

‘What are you, a workman or a cap-
italist?

If you are a workman, then you
must be on our side, for we are work-
men too. We are of the same class.

An injury to the workers of one
country is an injury to the workers of
all countries.

If you help crush our revolution you
will only be helping to fasten the
shackles of wage slavery more firmly
on yourselves.

Refuse to do the work of our com-
mon enemy, the Capitalist!

Join with us in the fight against
capitalism and war!

‘Workers of all countries unite!

American workers would do well to
carefully read the record, both sides of it,
and ponder it deeply. Do we workers
really wish to re-establish the Tzar? And
what will we do if we find that it is the pur-
pose of our government and its associates
to do so? These are weighty questions
and upon their answer hangs the future of
the world.—E. R. B. :

" First Dick---“We better call the wagon Casey---He’s another_ Bolshevik’
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Drawn by C. W. PARDEY

DO WE WANT TO GET TOGETHER?

, I asked Upton Sinclair a short time ago
about his intentions with reference to the
Socialist Party. Sinclair said: “I joined
the Socialist Democratic League when I re-
sighed from the Socialist Party, but I have
not done any active work. I don’t think it’
makes very much difference because the
two organizations will be absolutely com-
pelled to.-get together right away.”

This is precisely the question. DO we
want to’'get together? Personally, I am in
favor ofng;;;y among the various radical
| facti~ " ae_socialist. moy

N or *of any suc y e-
scribed by Sinclair. It is utterly impossibl
for the Socialist Party to welcome its
Scheidemanns into the fold. The “social-
ists” who deserted the party because of its
noble and. consistent opposition to militar-
ism can never be depended on in a crisis.
Sinclair happens to be one of the renegades
who have.been tolerant, who have not re-
sorted to vile slander and abuse against
their former comrades. But even Sinclair
should not be trusted in a responsible posi-
tion in the party, nor should he be allowed
the privilege of being recognized as an au-
thority on socialist philosophy and tactics
by the party. Sinclair’s head was turned
by the bourgeois shibboleth—*“making the
world safe for democracy.”. It may be

turned again in another national crisis.

The only men who can be safely-
trusted to guide the destinies of interna-
tional socialism in America are those who
unflinchingly supported the Majority Re-
port and who, like Debs, went to prison
rather than retract a single statement
against the war aims of the government.

Sinclair is a brilliant writer, and a big
educational force.. He is now doing some
good work in spreading the truth about
Russia. “We wish him well and certainly
express our sincere appreciation of his in-
terest in the case for Russia. But hence-
forth Upton Sinclair must occupy a sub-
sidiary position in the American. Socialist

movement. ”
ALANSON SESSIONS.

It is not ‘nationalization of women’
that worries the hypocritical beneficiaries
of the system under which prostitution
flourishes on a scale unparralleled in
history. The pious editors of the daily
press would not worry about the woman
hf tge Bolsheviki would spare the divi-

ends.

It is announced that 170 permanent
army stations are to be built at a cost of
$3,000.000 along the 1,500 miles of United
States, Mexican border. Nothing has
been heard of any project to establish
forts along the Canadian frontier. But
then there are no foreign owned oil fields
in Canada.

’Gene Debs.

An’ here’s Gene Debs

A man ’at stan’s

-Ar’ jest hol’s out

In his two han’s

As kind a heart

As ever beat

‘Twixt here an’

The jedgement seat.
—dJames Whitcomb Riley.

of the Workers’ World

VIEWS, REVIEWS,

AND

By Ralph

Fun pleasure, amusement, merri-
ment, delight, zest, the joy of life—
what else is worth while? Art and
religion, literature and love are but
other aspects of the ecstasy of life.
If they are not, they are false, gold
bricks, imitations of the real thing.
No one can’create objects of art with-
out taking delight in the task and giv-
ing delight to others. “Everyone to
his own taste”, as the old woman said

when she kissed the cow; but all
books and pictures are sources of
pleasure to some, else they would

never exist. Every religion has its
intermixture of joy, even if it be but
the grim enjoyment of committing all
those of whom one disapproves te
eternal torture. Just think what fun
Puritans get out of sin! Hate adds a
zest of its own to life; while there is
no keener rapture than that of love. If
one has these, one can dispense with
all else. Without these, life is not
worth the living.

But how many of us actually enjoy
living? With how many of us does
the pleasure outweigh the pain? ‘“We
were born in other’s pain, and perish
in our own”, writes Francis Thomp-
son; and the period between is full of
pain inflicted on ourselves and on each
other. Life’s a trap, not very well
baited. We are heavily-loaded don-
keys lured on by a bit of carrot hung
in front of our noses, ever to be reach-
ed by our next step forward. If we
lag back, we are soundly beaten.
“Art”’and“Literature” are new Mistres-
ses of King Capital. Child labor, long
hours. low wagés, physical and ner-
vous exhaustion have put them so far
out of our reach that we are not
stirred by them. Pampering the vani-
ty of the rich, reflecting their empty
ideals and vapid lives, titillating their
petty fancies, narcotizing them to life,
most of what passes for art, literature,
culture, religion is still-born. As we
saw last week, almost all present or-
ganized religions are methods by
which we can be soothed or scared
into a mental condition not conducive
to revolution or growth, a frame of
mind in which we can be easilv and
safely exploited. This is equally true
of present “education,” ‘“culture,” and
“art”—needless to say, they are coun-
terfeit, directly opposed to the nature
and purpose of all that they imitate.
Playthings of the rich, demanding
time and training for their apprecia-
tion that we do not have, or else dope
for us: into one of these two groups
falls most of what .is now printed,
painted, played, and preached. And
so it will be as long as King Capital

for most of us. Love too, suffers in
this bourgeois, capitalistic, competi-
tive world; while prostitution, licensed
as marriage and unlicensed, flourishes.
Sin, sorrow, suffering, sordidness
squalor, strife: -these are the chief
fruits of Capitalism, the other name of
which is Slavery.

“In the daily lives of most men and
women, fear plays a greater part than
hope: they are more filled with the
thought of the possessions that others
may take from them, than of the joy
that they might create in their own
lives and in the lives with which they
come in contact. It is not so that life
should be lived”, so starts the last
chapter “The World As It Could Be
Made,” in Bertrand Russell’s “Propos-
ed Roads to Freedom” ($1.50—Henry
Holt & Co, N. Y. C.,, 212pp).

This clear, fair, well-reasoned study
of Socialism, Anarchism, and Syndical-
ism, was written by the great English
mathematician, philosopher, and pro-
fessor, just before he went to jail for
six months for stating that American
troops were more accustomed to
shooting strikers and burning tent
colonies of women and. children thau
to fighting for democracy.

It is an excellent exception to the
rule outlined above that the books
now written are designed either to flat-
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ter the capitalist or to mislead us or
both. Of course, tlie quotation I have
just given is no news to us; nor is
anything I have so far written new to
you, at least. your're damn lucky if it
is, and an altogether exceptional char-
acter.

The world at presant is considerable
of a hell-hole, agreed! It can be made
better—there’s difference of opinion
there, unfortunately. Psychology
teaches us that human nature does
change and change permanently, his-
tory teaches us that ‘“the world do
move”, biology that evolution is not a
theory but a fact, the fact about life,
religion teaches us that earth is going
to become .a heaven, economics
teaches us that the day of the worker
is at hand; but the present occupants
of pulpil, platform ,press office, and
professorial chair (one might almost
say ‘“bed”) try to obscure these mes-
sages; anhd despair is easy. But
granting that the world can be made

a pleasant place to live in. how shall

we set about the job? We know what
we do not want in the way of a world;
but what do we want? And Mr. Rus-
sell’s answer to it is the best part of
this suggestive, fascinating book.

The book is divided into two parts:
a somewhat superficial, but decidedly
clarifying, and perfectly dispassionate
and nonpartisan historical survey of
Socialism, Anarchism, and Synaical-
ism; and a beautifully logical, highly
practical, utterly un-Utopian, and ab-
solutely unacademic study of such
problems of the future as, to quote the
chapter headings, “Work and Pay”,
“Government and Law”, “Internation-
al Relations”, and, especially lucid and
intelligent, “Science and Art under
Socialism”. "

I will fill up what remains of the

 space allotted to me with a quotation

summarizing Mr. Russell’s opinion of
what sort of society would admit of
most freedom and pleasure to the in-
dividual, only urging you not to rest
content with this quotation but to read
the book yourself and then discuss it
with your friends and associates:
“Education should be compulsory up
to the age of 16. or perhaps longer;
after that, it should be continued or
not at the option of the pupil, but re-
main free (for those who desire it) up
to at least the age of 21. When edu-
cation is finished no one should be
compelled to work, and those who
choose not to work should receive a
bare livelihood, and be left completely
free; but probably it would be desira-
ble_that there should be a strong pub-
lic opinien in favor of work. With the
ienca_2nd by the elimination
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work involved in internal and interna-
tional competition, the whole commun- -
ity could be kept in comfort by means
of four hours’ work a day. Every in-
dustry will be self-governing as re-.
gards al lits internal affairs, and
even separate factories will decide for
themselves all questions that only con-
cern those who work in them. There
will not be capitalist management, as
at present, but management by elected -
representatives, as in politics. Rela-
tions between different groups of pro-
ducers will be settled by the Guild
Congress, matters concerning the com-

‘munity as the inhabitants of a certain

area will continue to be decided by
Parliament, while disputes between
Parliament and the Guild Congress
will be decided by a body composed of
representatives of both in egual num-

bers. Payment will not be
made as at present only
for work actually required per-

formed, but for willingness to work.
Women in domestic work, whether
married or unmarried, will receive pay
as they would if they were in industry.
The expense of children will not fall,
as at present, on the parents. They
will receive, like adults, their share of
necessaries, and their education will
be free. A world in which the creat-
ive spirit is alive.”

ITEMS WORTH READING.

Two articles of especial interest are
found in the May 10 issue of The Na-
tion. The first is entitled: “One Big
Union,” by Gordon Gray and tells Is
something what Labor in Canada is
doing and thinking. It corroborates
what the Waorkers’ World recently
printed in this connection. The other
is a letter from Budapest, headed “The
Revolution in Huneary,” and is written
by a bourgeois journalist who was
there and saw what he writes about,
and talked to Bela Kun and other
leaders. His story is of importance.

The Dial, of May 3. has a valuable
contribution on “The Impending Rev-
olution in Italy,” by Flavio Venanzi;
and another of the question of India
and the Hindus, by Sailendra nath
Ghose, which throws much light on
the situation in the Far East.

RUSSIA,
By Wilby Heard.

R stands for Reason, Reds ruling with
ruth;

U stands for Union, united in Truth.

$ for the Soviets solid and strong

8 howing the Workers can banish the
wrong.

I the Invincible Cause that will gain

A 11 Labor needs to shatter its chain.

Make it a paying proposition o ad-
vertise in your paper.

Where would you rather spend your
money? With a firm that advertises
in the masters’ press or one that ad-
vertises in your paper?

Tell him you saw his ad in the
‘Workers’ World.

Do you patronize those who adver-
tise in your paper?

EUGENE V. DEBS ON VIOLENCE.

“From what you heard in the ad-
dress of the counsel for the prosecu-
tion, you might naturally infer that I
am an advocate of force and violence.
It is not true. I have never advocated
violence in any form. I always be-
lieved in education, in intelligence, in
enlightment, and I have always made
my appeal to the reason and to the
conscience of the people.” -

—From Debs’ Speech to the Jury,
September 12, 1918.

“I am opposed to bloodshed in any
form. A revolution is coming, but it
must be peaceful. That is the reason
I am opposed to war, to making men
soldiers. A soldiers is a human being
trained to kill other human beings. I
don’t believe in killing, I am opnosed
to it . I can go to the gallows
with a smile on my face, without a
quiver, but I'll never have the stain of
any man’s blood upon my hands. I'm
opposed to all forms of murder. We
must do our work, comrades, peace-
fully. We are slowly but surely weld-
ing the iron ring about our explditers.
But, because they have treated us
cruelly and like cattle that is not the
spirit in which we must treat with
them. We must be gentle and ask
God to forgive them. They speak of”
Americanizing the foreigners—why?
To make. strike-breakers of them?
God forgive them! When I am gone,
the richest gift I ask, is that some
child will lay a flower upon my grave
and say: ‘Gene did something for
me'! 0 . y

—From Deb’s last speech before go-
ing to- the penitentiary, delivered in
Youngstown, Ohio, April 6, 1919.

Tlla Reeve Bloor will speak Sunday,
May 18, at 8 P. M., at Bookbinders
Hall, Twelfth and Central.




