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Behind the Headlines:

Stalinism and the Present

World Situation—I

By JAY LOVESTONE

HE latest developments in the Scandinavian countries make im-

perative a brief estimate of the ever-changing world situation. | say

this not because evaluations can really be definite when the changes are

so kaleidoscopic, but because it is essential to have some points of
vantage for serious judgment.

The estimate of the various forces involved, the role of Stalinism as
a distinct factor, the problems growing therefrom, the situation con-
fronting American and world labor, all demand examination and reexami-
nation. It is with this end in view that the following outline is presented.

I. In the West, the military stalemate continues. This is due primari-
ly to two factors. First, the defensive strength of the respective fortified
lines—Siegfried and Maginot; secondly, we must not discount :rlhe real
ability displayed by the Nazis, thru a sort of "prestige of terror," to set
up an even more effective economic Siegfried Line for securing supplies
trom neutrals all the way from the Arctic Circle to the Aegean.

2. The Allies are striving to extend the front of military operations
in order to cut down the economic resources available to Hitler and
%o have more countries share the burden of warfare, thus strengthening
the Anglo-French economic position. Furthermore, the Allied general
staffs are hoping to find a soft spot which to break thru and attack a
Germany weakened because of ‘its loss of some sources of supplies.

3. The efficacy of the British blockade has been undermined primarily
by Hitler's deal with Stalin and by the aggressively benevolent "neutral
ity" of ltaly in the role of middle-man for Germany and the world market.

4. Particularly because of these factors, the war is assuming more
and more the nature of a desperate economic conflict with each side
hoping to weaken the other sufficiently to permit it to launch a "Blitz"
onslaughf at a lower cost of men, materials and money. In this phase
of the war, the Allies are still stronger.

5. But the Allies have made some very costly miscalculations. These
are: (a) as to the possibility of Hitler and Stalin getting together; (b) that
Stalin would be the sole and real gainer as a result of the pact with Hit-
ler—in reality, Hitler has been and continues to be the senior partner;
(c) wishful thinking in underestimating the extent of economic aid Stalin
can render Hitler; (d) underestimation of the offensive or striking power
of the Russian army; (e) misjudgment of the real motives animating Mus-
solini's "'non-belligerency" to-date; and (e) continued underestimation of
the dynamic probabilities of the Stalin-Hitler partnership-in-plunder.

6. That time is, at this moment, on the side of Hitler is evident by
the expanding possibilities of Russian economic assistance to Nazi Ger-
many. This is revealed, for example, in the great headway recently made
by the Russians in canal construction. More than that, psychologically
speaking, there is to be noticed in all countries a growing war tedium, a
sapping of the will to fight for victory, a total lack of enthusiasm for
going "over the top." In no small measure does this situation arise out
of the paralyzing stalemate itself. But this condition holds even more for
the Allied countries because, today, their propaganda techmique is all
the more inferior on account of the Russo-German agitation amalgam.

7. The Axis is being carefully and cleverly expanded. It is true no
further pacts have been made public or announced. Yet there is mounting
proof of expanding cooperation in sundry forms among Berlin, Moscow,
Rome and Tokio. The unfolding of this cooperation is revealed gradually
so as to enable the component partners to dramatize each systematically
prepared step in such a way as to suit best not only the fundamental
common interests of the brigands on the rampage, but also the momen-
tary needs and demands of each individual power. On occasions, this
trend may be deliberately and skilfully camouflaged so as to make all
the more telling the particular consequences of each of the above
maneuvers, taken with an eye to timing.

In the relations between Hitler and Stalin, as well as in the relations
between each of them with Rome and Tokio, we must first of all reckon
with the iron law of the objective logic of events. Hitler and Stalin have
common loot to defend against the Allies, who are seeking to make them
disgorge. That's what Stalin meant when, in acknowledging Hitler's birth-
day greetings to him, he said: ""Our relations are cemented by blood."”
That's what Molotov meant when he told the recent session of the
Supreme Soviet that Russo-German relations have been "proved.” Like-
wise, what Japan and ltaly want and need most they can grab only from
England and France. Hence, the four Axis Powers have today, and will
have for some time, the same enemies—England, France, and any coun-
try that may ally with or aid them. No maneuvers of the type recently
made by the British ambassador to Tokio in his "appeasement” address
can alter or even seriously deflect this basic trend of policy on the part
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workers of the “enemy” countries,
It is another eloquent evidence of
stacles and dangers.—Editor.)

TO THE WORKERS OF BRITAIN

not begun this war; the German

We love our counfz.
for us with the present Ge
us with the Hitler regime.

In peace or in war, our work

reign.

regime.

Thru terror and persecution, we

world to come. In the citadel of
erect the new German Republic,

German Socialists Greet
French, English Comrades

(This message from the Independent Socialists of Germany to the
smuggled out of the Reich into a neutral country and thence to London.

socialists to continue the fight against the Hitler regime despite all ob-

N the midst of this war, while our armies are waiting to kill each
other, we send our message to you. The German people have

as you love your country. But no peace
rman government; no political truce for

rights of the German people, the fight against the Hitler regime
and the Nazi war. In the trenches and in the munition factories,
on the markets and in the farm-yards, we spread our leaflets de-
manding more food, higher wages, peace and the end of the Hitler

If Hitler's ruthless warfare strikes your country in the same
way as Poland, remember the German workers do not want this
war. If we remain silent, it is because behind our backs there is
the armed force of bayonets. If we do not act now, realize that our
handyg are in fetters, chained. But in war, as in peace, we remain
enemies of the German government and till our last breath we shall
fight for the future of our children, for the destruction of the Hitler

Defeated, we are not defenseless, subjugated; we have still
the possibility to meet in secret,

the midst of death and destruction, we see another world, a better

T

Britain and France, was secretly

the determination of the German

AND FRANCE:

people do not want war.

goes on, the fight for the human

|

to come together in the ‘dark.
have remained socialists and, in

tyranny and suppression we shall
the free Germany!

Antonini Is

New York City.

Luigi Antonini was reelected chair-
man of the American Labor Party
in a hotly contested and long-drawn-
out meeting of the new State Com-
mittee last Saturday, April 13. His
reelection marked the definite defeat
of the Stalinist “Progressive Com-
mittee” in its efforts to capture the
A.L.P. in the primaries.

Antonini won over Morris Watson,
the Stalinist nominee, by a margin
of 412 to 319. The Watson adherents
challenged this vote but their own
count gave Antonini a majority, thus
conceding defeat.

The division of the vote for chair-
man, the decisive test of strength,
gave 295 for Antonini and 132 for
Watson up-state and 117 for Anto-
nini and 187 for Watson in New
York City. Watson’s lead in the city
was due to the fact that, under the
system of voting in the primaries,
boroughs such as Manhattan, Rich-
mond and Queens, where the A.L.P.

(Continued on Page 4)

membership and vote are relatively

Chairman of the A.L.P.

Stalinist Attempt to Capture Party
Is Defeated by Vote of 412 to 319

Reelected

small, far outnumbered in state com-
‘mitteemen to be chosen such bor-
oughs as Brooklyn and the Bronx,
where the A.L.P. strength is con-
centrated. The Stalinists carried the
former altho they lost the latter, and
thus came off with more committee
men than the A.L.P. leadership. Reg-
istration and election figures, how-
ever, show that the great majority
of A.L.P. voters and members in
New York City supported the State
Committee "ticket.

Altho defeated by their own count,
the Stalinist faction refused to sub-
mit but announced that it would
start court action immediately in an
attempt to upset the election. There
were reports that the Stalinists were
planning to precipitate a split and
the formation of a dual Labor party,
perhaps with the same name as the
real A.L.P.

Along with Mr. Antonini, Alex
Rose was reelected state secretary
and a State Executive Committee
chosen under the firm control of the
State Committee majority,

Franco Regime Faces Desperate Crisis
Due to Unsolvable Contradictions

P.0.U.M. Leader Describes Economic and Political Conflicts in Fascist Spain

By JULIAN GORKIN

(Fulian Gorkin is well known as
an outstanding leader of the P.O.UM.,
the' revolutionary socialist party of
Spain, and as one of the defendants in
the notorious G.P.U. frame-up “trial”
in Barcelona.—Editor.)

HRUOUT the entire Spanish
revolution, we found it neces-
sary to carry on a double struggle—
a struggle against the fascist
Gestapo that attacked the revolution
from without, and a struggle against
the Stalinist G.P.U. that attempted
to crush the revolution from within.
Thruout that double struggle against
fascism seeking to reduce Spain to
a colony on behalf of Germany and
the G.P.U. also trying to reduce
Spain to a colony on behalf of the
Stalinist burocracy, thruout that
double struggle, we could feel the
coming alliance of those two forces
which at that time still seemed to
be opposed to each other. And thru-
out that struggle, we learned that
it was necessary, as it continues to
be necessary, to fight against both
those forces which are today in
common alliance together.
At that very moment, while in

Moscow they were organizing the

JULIAN GORKIN

monstrous “trials” that were to
end with the shooting of the men
of October and the assassination of
the Russian Revolution, at that very
moment they were already prepar-
ing in Spain our assassination be-
cause we remained faithful to the
ideals of the October Revolution and
were seeking to extend it from a
revolution in Russia to a revolution

of the entire world proletariat.

During eighteen months of the
persecution and torture in the

S.P. Names Thomas
On Anti-War Plank

But Takes No Consistent Stand on
International Relations or Unity

By B. HERMAN

Washington, D. C.

The National Nominating Conven-
tion of the Socialist Party of Amer-
ica was held in Washington, D, C,,
from April 6 to 8, attended by over
200 delegates and 60 alternates.
Amidst great enthusiam, Norman
Thomas and Maynard Krueger were
unanimously selected as the Presi-
dential and Vice-Presidential candi-
dates of the party in the 1940 elec-
tion campaign on a platform whose
keynote is : Keep America Out of
War. The 1940 platform scores
totalitarianism whether of the Hit-
ler or Stalin variety, and advocates
a democratic socialism as the “one
road to plenty, peace and freedom.”

DEMOCRATIC
DISCUSSION

The convention was marked by a
spirit of democratic discussion, cen-
tering around two major questions:
(1) whether to run a ticket in 1940,
and (2) on the war position of the
party. The minority in the conven-
tion was given a full opportunity to
present its point of view. Nor did
the discussion have a factional or
acrimonious character. Only once did
it reach a sharp pitch, when Norman
Thomas, representing the majority
viewpoint, very properly pointed out
the similarity of the minority war
position to that of the Roosevelt Ad-
ministration. Alfred Baker Lewis,
replying for the minority, insinuat-
ed that Browder and Stalin had the
majority position on the war, which
was absurd on the face of it.

In the discussion on the running
of a ticket in 1940, there was only a
small minority in opposition, con-
sisting of about a dozen New York
delegates. This minority resolution,
defended by Jack Altman, Murray
Gross and Hal Siegel, urged that the
Socialist Party wait until the poli-
tical situation would clear up and it
became possible to determine whe-
ther the A. F. of L. and the C.I.O.
would support a candidate. They re-
garded the S.P. as too weak to run
an effective campaign independently,
and were strongly motivated by the
existing cooperation between the
New York socialists and the Amer-
ican Labor Party. Socialists from
other parts of the country—including
the Massachusetts delegates, led by
Alfred Baker Lewis whose war posi-
tion in support of the Allied govern-
ments was even more outspoken than

Supreme Court

Upholds NLRB
In Steel Case

Tribunal Refuses to Review
Lower Court's Decision Up-

holding N.L.R.B. Ruling

Washington, D. C.
The United States Supreme Court
last week refused to review an order
by the National Labor Relations
Board directing the Republic Steel
Corporation to reinstate 5,000 C.I.O.

prisons of the G.P.U. in Spain,
during those months when the
threat of death was constantly
hanging over us, we were able to
see at close range the' most
monstrous crimes of Stalinism as a
repressive force in the Spanish
Revolution, We saw men die in jail.
We saw men shot by firing squads
at the order. of the Stalinists, We
saw the bravest international fight-
ers, who had come from all the lands
of the earth in order to help us to
defend the Spanish revolution, and
with them, too, the best fighters of
Spain, the best Spanish révolu-
tionaries, led out and shot for the
sole “crime” of refusing to submit
to the absolute dictates of Stalin-
ism in Spain. We witnessed at close
hand the horrible strangulation of
a revolution which we dared to
assert was writing one of the most
glorious pages in the history of the
international proletariat—a revolu-
tion which we continue to sustain
in our hour of defeat and which we
are determined to carry forward
until we have brought it to victory.

INTERNATIONAL
SOLIDARITY

Every moment we spent in our
prison cells we were able to feel 'soli-
darity coming to us from other lands.
From every European country in
which the working class was able

to give expression to its feelings,
from the United Stat:s and from the
countries of Latin America, came the
surest and firmest expression of
solidarity and support. And because
of that we did not lose hope for a
moment, For we knew that while
that feeling was alive, while that
sentiment of solidarity remained
active, even in the midst of the
greatest crisis and the greatest
collapse in the history of the in-
ternational movement, socialism was
saved, socialism would yet work out
its future. Today we know that be-
cause we have been able to build up
our independent parties to continue
the struggle 'for freedom, we have
already won a battle, the first battle
in a struggle to restore the living
value of socialism and make social-
ism and its principles triumph in the
world.

THE FRANCO
TERROR

Immediately after the victory of
Franco in Spain, there began one
of the most terrific repressions in
history, a repression without prece-
dent. From the “model prison” in
Barcelona alone, 20,000 men were
taken out before the firing squad.
In Madrid, in Catalonia, thousands
and thousands more were taken out
and shot. Those who had fought in

(Continued on Page 2)

Nazis Launch
Invasion of
North Europe

The European war, so largely
stagnant on land since its outbreak
last September, flared up furiously
last week as the Germans launched
a spectacular Blitzkrieg invasion of
Scandinavia and the Allies rushed
to utilize their superior sea-power
on the new front.

The thirty-second week of the war
was opened by the announcement
from London that the Allies had
mined Norwegian territorial waters
in order to block the shipment of
Scandinavian iron ore to the Reich.
Germany made swift and violent re-
ply to this challenge. Without warn-
ing, Nazi troops crossed the border
of Denmark, landed on Danish soil
from warships and occupied the
Danish capital, Copenhagen—all ap-
parently without resistance. Simul-
taneously, German troops landed at
various Norwegian ports, took Oslo,
the capital, and proceeded inland in
four directions. But in Norway they
met with immediate resistance.

Exactly what happened in Norway
last week is still shrouded in the
fog of war and the smokescreen of
contradictory reports. It appears
that as soon as the German invasion
became known, Norway declared it-
self in a state of war with Germany
altho the German Foreign Office did
not “recognize” this declaration, pre-
tending that the relations between
the two countries remained “nor-
mal.” King Haakon and the Nor-
wegian government retired to a dis-
tant town near the Swedish frontier,
while in Oslo, under German control,
a new “cabinet” was formed by Ma-
jor Quisling; head of the hitherto.
insignificant  pro-Nazi  National
Union party. The attitude of the
German authorities varied. At first,
the attempt was made to reach an
“understanding” with King Haakon
and the bona-fide government of
Norway for a German “protecto-
rate” over the country along the
lines of the arrangement in Den-
mark. During these negotiations, the
Germans kept officially aloof from
Quisling altho there was never any
doubt as to their real relations. To-
wards the end of the week, however,
it became evident that the negotia-
tions had broken down. King Haakon
had apparently rejected the German
demand for the appointment of a
pro-Nazi premier. The Norwegian
government had issued a proclama-
tion calling on the people to resist
and welcoming the aid of the Allies.
Thereupon, Germany seemed about
ready to recognize the Quisling “cab-
inet” and use it as a puppet regime.
No reliable information was avail-
able as to the progress of the in-
vading German forces in Norway.
Reports from Berlin claimed that
everything was proceeding according
to schedule, while reports from Al-
lied sources and from the Norwegian
authorities thru Sweden maintained
that resistance was heavy and the
German advance seriously impeded.
Whatever the case, at the end of the
week, the Germans undoubtedly had
a firm grip on some important Nor-
wegian centers and were extending
their sway.

Germany’s real difficulties were on
the sea. Despite German denials, it
was clear that fierce naval and air
battles raged around the coasts of
Norway where Great Britain had
rushed a formidable force in line
with the decision of the Allied War
(Continued on Page 2)

that of the Becker-Altman group
from New York—supported the
majority proposal to put forward a
national ticket in 1940.

THE WAR
DEBATE

In the discussion on the war posi-
tion of the party, the majority main-
tained that the policy of the S.P.
adopted at the St. Louis convention
in 1917 and exemplified by the at-
titude of Eugene V. Debs during the
last war, held true today. This posi-
tion is that socialists can give no
support to imperialist war. In striv-
ing to keep America out of war,
a fight must be made against the
various moves of the present Roose-
velt Administration tending in the
direction of involvement, The major-
ity condemned America’s participa-
tion in the war thru economic aid
to one side, which it declared was
making for war. Instead of support
to the Allied governments, it urged
support to the anti-war socialists of
Europe.

The minority consisted in the main
of two groups: (1) most of the Mas-
sachusetts delegates, led by Alfred
Baker Lewis; and (2) part of the
New York delegation, led by Lazar
Becker and Jack Altman. The Lewis
position was the most outspoken.
Lewis declared in his statement:
“When either Motolov or misguided
socialists make the statement that
this is an imperialist war, they are
dead wrong. Of course, Chamberlain
and Daladier are imperialists. As
such, socialists here and in their own
country are opposed to them, One
reason for that opposition is that
they cannot be relied on to fight a
war against Hitlerism to a victorious
conclusion. In the exercise of demo-
cracy, France has kicked out Dala-
dier and replaced him with a gov-
ernment which is sufficiently pro-
war so that the French Socialist
Party feels that they can cooperate
with it. Let us hope that Chamber-
lain will go the same way.”

Lewis’s position was one of una-
bashed support of the “progressive
role” of the French and British gov-
ernments in this war,

The position presented by the New
York group was a mor: restrained
version of the Lewis position.
Becker’s statement read: “We do not
propose to support the Chamberlain
and Daladier governments.” Becker
wanted lo support only the labor
movements in England and France
—which are, of course, supporting
the Allied governments in the war.
While Lewis denied that this was an
imperialist war, Becker admitted
that the aimg of the British and
French governments were imperial-
istic in character. Both Becker and
Lewis said they were for keeping
America out of war, but they ad-
vocated full economic aid to the Al-
lied powers in order bring about the
military defeat of Hitler, Becker
attacked the policy of the majority
which opposed the raising of the em-
bargo and which favored the cessa-
tion of hostilities by an immediate
negotiated peace.

Both the Lewis and Becker wings
then combined on a minority res»-
lution which wag toned down to more

strikers and reimburse them with
$6,000,000 in back-pay.

By declining to act, the tribunal
automatically upheld a unanimous
decision of the Third Circuit Court
of Appeals that the company was
guilty of unfair labor practises in
the “Little Steel” strike in 1937.
Republic’s only legal recourse now
is to petition the court for a re-
hearing, but such requests are al-
most invariably denied.

Under the N.L.R.B. order, the
company was required to:

Withdraw all recognition from
the company-union plan and its suc-
cessors at the Ohio Republic plants
in the Massillon, Canton, Youngs-
town, Warren, Niles and Cleveland
districts.

Give Dback-pay to employees
locked out at Canton May 5-24, 1937,
and at Massillon May 20-23, 1937.

Cease discouraging membership
in the C.I.O. Steel Workers Or-
ganizing Committee or any other la-
bor organization.

The court also declined to review
a case allied with that of Republic.
It concerned the Central Council of
Steel Plants, a company-union or-
ganization of Republic employees.
The Council had challenged the La-
bor Board’s order that it cease exist-
ence,

C.I.0. spokesmen hailed the action
of the Supreme Court as a decisive
victory in the campaign to organize
“Little Steel.”

Lewis Pushes
Third-Party
Alliances

By FRANK HOWARD

Washington, D. C.
John L. Lewis’s new political
combination is now taking shape.

or less the Becker position. The anti-
war sentiment of the convention was
indicated by the overwhelming vote
of 159 to 28 for the majority resolu-
tion. Norman Thomas contributed
greatly to the healthy anti-war
stand of the party by the earnest-
ness, the emotional warmth and the
profound conviction which he im-
parted in the several speeches he
made, in which his major emphasis

was on keeping America out of both
economic and military war. At one
point in the convention, he declared
that he could not accept the nomina-
tion unless the party stood definitely
on an anti-war platform.

Resolutions were adopted for labor
unity, for the independence of India,
against Hitlerism and the persecu-
tion of Jews, in support of the
Workers Defense League, for full
social and political equality for
Negroes, and against the Dies Com-
mittee.

TRADE UNION
DISCUSSION

The resolution and the discussion
on trade-union unity lacked any con-
crete analysis of the causes of the
division in the labor movement to-
day or of the present obstacles to
unity. It offered no concrete pro-
gram as to the basis of the unifica-
tion of the labor movement. In
essence, therefore, it represented
hardly more than a pious wish for

(Continued on page 4)

Word comes to me of numerous
conferences between Lewis and
leaders of the Townsend movement,
the National Negro Congress, the
American Youth Congress and dis-
sident Democrats and sometime
progressives. According to the
present outlook, California’s dele-
gates may be under Lewis’s control
at the Democratic convention and
perhaps lead the way out of the
party if their platform and candi-
date are not accepted. Their can-
didate, if Lieutenant-Governor Pat-
terson’s slate wins in the Califor-
nia primaries, will probably be Sen-
ator Wheeler. This will certainly be
the case if there is a deal with Lewis.
A representative of the Patterson
faction was here the other day ne-
gotiating with Lewis. Sheridan Dow-
ney and the Townsendites will be
the California leaders of this pro-
Lewis movement, along with Patter-
son.

As Lewis’s lieutenants, Lee Press-
man and Gardiner Jackson, increase

(Continued on Page 4)
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Military Grip Perils
Labor Gains, Rights

Unions, Anti-War Groups Must Join Forces

By ALBERT W. HAMILTON

(Albert W. Hamilton is executive
secretary of Labor’s Anti-War Council.
—Editor.)

HE current struggle of labor

against an increase in reaction-

ary legislation is likewise a struggle

against increasing intervention by

military authorities in government

activities that affect the conditions
of labor.

Already, sample “educational”
orders, which the War and Navy De-
partments place with industry to de-
termine the abilities and capacities
of various plants to meet war needs,
have been exempted from provisions
of the Walsh-Healey Act requiring
fair labor standards in public con-
tracts, However, the army and navy
are still not satisfied. During the
week of March 4th, representatives
of both the army and navy appeared
before a House sub-committee to op-
pose amendments extending the act’s
wage-hour standards to government
contracts below $10,000. They also
urged suspension of the law’s opera-
tion during a “national emergency”
as well as during actual war,

The War and Navy Departments
are thus attempting to apply “mili-
tary standards” instead of “labor
standards” to wages and hours for
orders placed by the government. In-
evitably, they will seek to extend
these standards to all military
orders,

The labor movement, both A. F.
of L. and C.I.O., has expressed op-
position to the placing of military
men in control of departments deal-
ing with civilian matters—most im-
portant of these men are Colonel
Philip Fleming, heading the Wages
and Hours Administration, and Co-
lonel F. C. Harrington, heading the
W.P.A.

Now, American seamen are faced
with a threat of military supervision
in a series of bills at present before
the House Committe on Merchant
Marine and TVisheries. These bills

Scandinavia

Crushed in
Vise of War

(Continued from Page 1)

Council in London. No reliable in-
formation of the outcome of these
battles was available but it seemed
clear that Germany had suffered
heavy losses altho the British had
apparently been unable to effect a
landing on Norwegian soil. Towards
the end of the week. Britain an-
nounced that it had initiated the
biggest mining operation in naval
history to fence off Germany from
sea contact with Norway by laying
explosives in the waters of the Kat-
tegat, the Skagerrak and the North
Sea. Airplanes supplemented this ef-
fort to cut communications by bomb-
ing supply ships from Denmark.

“Order” reigned in Denmark, com-
pletely under the control of German
bayonets. Sweden’s position was very
precarious. Locked in between re-
gions held by Germany and Russia,
it pledged to Berlin that it would
maintain strict neutrality. But such
a situation was recognized as ex-
tremely unstable. It was rumored
that Germany was contemplating a
demand on Sweden to grant passage
to Nazi troops to Norway. What
would happen then would be de-
cisive. If Germany retains any sort
of grip over the rest of Scandinavia,
Sweden is bound to fall under its
control.

Informed observers stressed that
the German invasion of the Scandi-
navian countries was not the sudden
outbreak it seemed but part of a
long-range plan of action worked out
between Germany and Russia and
between Germany and Italy in the
past few months. Russia was as-
signed the first move in the attack
on Finland. The way cleared, Ger-
many followed up with the invasion
of Norway and Denmark. Whether
or not, as Berlin reports had it, most
of the German troops that occupied
Narvik came thru Murmansk over
Russian soil, Moscow vigorously de-
fended the German invation in an
editorial in Izvestia, the official gov-
ernment paper, and hailed the gains
made by the Nazis. It was said that
Russia was scheduled to receive a
portion of the Scandinavian spoils;
certainly it seemed that what re-
mained of Finland would soon fall
under Russian control, perhaps also
in the form of a “protectorate.”

According to this analysis, the
next aggressive move of the Moscow-
Berlin-Rome Axis would be in the
Balkans, where Germany, Italy and
Russia would share in the spoils.
Great tension prevailed in that quar-
ters of Europe last week, especially
in Rumania. Considerable anxiety
was felt also in the Low Countries,
Holland and Belgium, for a German
thrust in that direction was feared,
altho not regarded as probable, at
least as the next move.

The German invasion of Scandi-
navia had wide repercussions in this
country, altho the main effects were
not yet clear last week. Taking cog-
nizance of the new situation in Scan-
dinavia, President Roosevelt issued
an executive order “freezing” all
Danish and Norwegian balances and
foreign-exchange transactions and
signed a proclamation extending the
war zone from which American ship-
ping is barred to cover the entire
coast of Norway.

(H. R. 7084, 8612, 7870, 6136) all
propose construction or acquisition
of vessels by the U. S. Maritime
Commission to be placed at the dis-
posal of state nautical schools in a
number of states. An outlay of at
least $10,000,000 is contemplated, In
addition, an appropriation of $50,000
for the upkeep of each school-ship is
provided for.

H. R. 8612 stipulates that “the
navy shall own these ships, keep
them up and they shall be restored
to the U. 8. navy on demand.” The
bills provide as a condition of receiv-
ing such appropriations as are con-
templated, “that each school or
branch thereof, shall agree to con-
form to such standards regarding
courses of, and vessels for training
and the admission of students resi-
dent in other states, as the Maritime
Commission and the Navy Depart-
ment shall prescribe or regulate.”

These bills are being opposed by
the Seamen’s Union of the Pacific,
and Harry Lundeberg, acting Presi-
dent of the Seafarers International
Union of North America. They
point out that there are today
several thousand experienced and
certified seamen who are unemploy-
ed. They contend that the passage of
these bills would only aggravate the
situation. The Seamen’s Union also
deals specifically with the question
of military supervision of civilian
training.

A vast number of young men will
be trained under military super-
vision for a profession in which they
cannot get jobs. They will exist,
then as a potential body of scab la-
bor trained with the approval of the
government and with federal funds.
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CUTTING HIS HEART OUT

—from the N. Y. Post

Certainly, it is a new high in re-
actionary legislation to have funds
of the federal government used to
subsidize potential strike-breakers
over the opposition of organized la-
bor,

Reaction in general cannot be
fought successfully by the labor

movement unless it is willing to

fight the expanding power of the
most reactionary section of the fed-
eral government — the military
authorities. These bills extending
navy supervision to the training of
seamen, and the opposition to exten-
sion of the Walsh-Healey Act are
issues demanding action from every
progressive trade unionist,

(Continued from page 1)

the civil war, those who had borne
arms, those who were merely mem-
bers of working-class parties, those
who were members of trade unions,
those who were only members of the
Republican Party or of the Catalan
National Independence Party, were
taken out and shot. In every town,
in every village, in every rural area
of Spain, men were taken from
their homes without trial, without
check, without legal procedure, taken
out of their houses into the streets,
into the highways and into the fields,
and murdered, These very measures
of terror are ample proof that the
Franco regime already felt itself
uncertain and doomed. From every
report which comes to us, we have
ample evidence that that regime is
helpless, is impotent, is unable to
resurrect Spain politically or eco-
nomically, or to solve the problems
left over from the civil war. Franco
inherited all the problems of the old
Spanish monarchy, aggravated and
intensified by the subsequent eco-
nomic and political ruin of the
country. Now a fresh conflict is
developing ready to break out be-
tween the industrialist and the
agrarian interests of Spain. The in-
dustrialists, to whom Franco made
such promises and from whom he
got so much of his support, are
already in rebellion. The reason is a
simple one. Spain is dominated once
again by the rural “cacique,” by
rural bossism, on which the old
monarchy rested its control. The
Spanish agrarians want to control
and check the development of
Spanish industry. They fear the
growth and concentration of in-
dustry because with the growth and
concentration of industry comes the
growth and concentration of the
working class. And Franco ecannot
tolerate the beginning of that new
revolutionary process which devel-
oped under Primo Rivera and under
Alphonso XIIT and that led to the
downfall of the monarchy and before
that of the military dictatorship.
The old regime—agrarian, clerical,
feudal monarchistic, absolutist—

Franco Faces Growing Crisis

In Regime’s Contradictions
POUM’s Leader Describes Deep Conflicts in Fascist Spain

has been restored in Spain, which
is now ‘“unitary” and totalitarian.
So simple a thing as a meeting held
in the Catalan language, a news-
paper published in the Catalan
tongue, a flag of the Catalan people,
a song of Catalonia, is sufficient to
draw the death penalty under the
Franco regime. All the peasants
gains under the statutes of the
Republic have been wiped out, But
this absolutist reactionary regime
possesses one virtue and that virtue
is that it creates an abyss between
itself on the one hand and the masses
of workers and peasants, on the
other. Not only the masses of
peasants and workers, but even the
bourgeosie is alienated and in sharp
conflict with the Franco dictator-
ship. At this moment the right to
national freedom, the right to self-
determination, has become a major
revolutionary force, a major force
for the break-up of the absolutist
regime that Franco has installed in
Spain.

All of these internal conflicts and
contradictions, and all the interna-
tional contradictions that weigh
down on the Franco regime, are
reflected in the single legal party
of Franco Spain, the Falange
Espanola, the Spanish Falangists.
This organization was originally set
up in an entirely artificial manner,
and up to July 18, 1936, it was non-
existent in most of the cities, towns
and villages of Spain. It had not one
single deputy in the Cortes. Then it
was built up as part of the counter-
revolution but, from the very outset,
it carried within itself the germs of
its own decomposition.

Within the Falange Espagnola
you will find the rural or village
bosses who hope to use it to
dominate the four and a half mil-
lion peasants of Spain. You will find
the old burocrats of the old state
machine. You will find the fanatical
clergy, the petty student adventur-
ers, the rogues, big and small, of
the old monarchic regime. You will
find the monarchistically inclined
military men. And you will find,
along with these veterans of reac-
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tion, former members of the Com-
munist Party, of the C.N.T., of the
Socialist Party, of the Republican
Party, many of whom have sought
within it a temporary refuge and
who hope to reintroduce into it their
conflicts and their aims and thus
hasten its decomposition. As a result
of this internal situation, there is
no discipline in that party, no unity,
no authority, no leadership, no
direction and no line capable of
meeting or solving a single problem
of present-day Spain. Certain
Falangists are attempting to in-
troduce into Spain a form of
totalitarian dictatorship on the
Italian plan under the dictates of
Mussolini or on the German plan
under the dictates of Hitler, but, at
the same time, within the Falange,
you will find the generals who feel
that they won the civil war and
who in their overwhelming majority
are determined to impose on Spain
a monarchy under the control of
England and France, as was the case
with the old monarchy.

The international contradiction
is the gravest that is facing the
Franco regime at the present

moment. The war in Europe came
too soon for Franco. It came before
he could even begin to take up the
problems of economic restoration or
of the stability of his regime. The
plan on which he had based himself
was one of economic relationship
with Germany—a policy of barter
which was to reconstruct Spanish
economy but also to subject it to
the domination of Germany. But
the war came too soon for that plan
to be put into operation. The rail-
roads which were to carry the eco-
nomic exchanges between Germany
and Spain were cut off by France.
And the seas were cut off by the
blockade. No economic help can
come from Germany today. As to
Italy, it is capable of giving but
little help and incapable of investing
the vast sums of capital needed for
reconstruction of the war-ruined
Spanish lands. Yet unless Franco
can rebuild the cities, rebuild the
ports, the roads, the railroads, the
ruined industries, unless he can do
these things, his regime must perish
in the midst of the greatest con-
ceivable economic chaos. The only
alternative which offers itself is for
Franco to deliver Spain once more,
as the old monarchy did, to French
and English domination, and to that
of the United States.

But in that plan Franco sees an
enormous danger to the totalitarian
regime which he must maintain in
Spain. For that regime can only
base itself upon the totalitarian
regimes of Italy and Germany which
are so closely akin to what Franco
had intended to introduce in Spain.
Of all the totalitarian regimes, the
weakest, the most undermined by
contradictions, the most vulnerable
is the Franco regime in Spain. It
feels the beginnings of internal
decomposition. It feels the prime
danger that whatever shakes the
totalitarian regime of Italy or Ger-
many will mean the end of the
totalitarian regime in Spain. Franco
feels this; the working class feels it.
The working clasg is already aware
of the weakness of the regime that
oppresses it. Truly admirable, truly
heroic is the record of the Spanish
workers, after two and half years
of civil war and another year of the
most bitter repression, which to-
gether claimed a million and a half

of working class victims! The

New Local 66

Leadership
Carries Vote

By GEORGE HALPERN

New York City.

N an election held recently in Lo-

cal 66, LLL.G.W.U., the Bonnaz
Embroiderers, Tuckers, Stitchers,
Pleaters and Tubular-Piping Work-
ers Union, the administration forces
scored a sweeping victory, defeating
the opposition by a two-to-one vote.
All the administration candidates for
paid officers, Executive Board, stand-
ing committees and convention dele-
gates, were elected by overwhelming
majorities.

Opposing the administration was a
combination of the Stalinist “Rank-
and-File Group” and a newly formed
makeshift outfit which started under
the banner of “No Isms” and wound
up by being swallowed up by the
Stalinists.

This election aroused more than
ordinary interest among the mem-
bers of the union. This was evi-
denced both by the intense pre-elec-
tion activity as well as by the sur-
prisingly high percentage of the
membership that came to the polls—
3,150 members cast their vote, which
amounts to close to 85% of the en-
tire membership of the local, com-
pared with the previous high point
of less than 70%.

The special interest in this elec-
tion was in large measure due to the
fact that this was the first election
under the new leadership of the lo-
cal. It is to be recalled that in May
1939, the manager of Local 66 was
forced to resign by action of the
General Executive Board of the
LL.G.W.U. for practises inimical to
the best interests of the union and the
president of the local, Z. L. Freed-
man, was assigned the duties of that
office.

The ousted manager and the few
henchmen he still had in the union,
following the logic of wishful think-
ing, predicted that “looseness would
set in” in the union with the disap-
pearance of their system of boss
rule. As a matter of fact, however,
under the old regime, it was only the
membership that had been held in a
tight grip, while as far as the union
and its functioning in the shop were
concerned, there had been plenty of
“looseness,” so much so that it
proved the old manager’s own undo-
ing. With the change in administra-
tion effected last May, the situation
was quite altered, in fact, reversed:
in the functioning of the union,
things were tightened up to a con-
siderable extent, while the tight grip
over the membership was loosened.

For the first time in many years,
the members of the union began to
enjoy full freedom of expression.
Various elements from the Stalinists
down to just ordinary office-seekers

pre—

Running Around l

In Circles
A\

OR seven years, Franklin D.

therefore, thought that their time
had come at last. Long before the
elections, the mustering of forces
began; various alignments were
planned, and various possibilities
were sounded out. However, when
elections came around, the situation
reduced itself to two opposing
camps: the forces backing the ad-
ministration on the basis of the good
work it had done and with the as-
surance that it would continue along
the same road, and an unprincipled
conglomeration of various opposition
elements under the hegemony of the
Stalinists.

The oppnsition slate, as has been
mentioned, was overwhelmingly de-
feated, by a two-to-one majority.
The “unity” deal with the blessings
of the Stalinists turned out a disap-
pointment all around. Those who
had hoped to benefit by Stalinist aid
learned that the Stalinists were not
such comfortable bed-fellows these
days. As for the Stalinists, they do
not think for themselves and so they
cannot learn anything.

Spanish working class is not con-
quered; the Spanish working class
is not crushed!

We have our direct contacts and
our direct reports. Our comrades in
Spain are sending courage and moral
support to those of our comrades
who are in exile. Spontaneously
growing up from below, there are
forming in the towns and villages
of Spain committees in the nature
of “workers alliances,” including
members of the P.0.U.M., of the
C.N.T., of the Socialist Party, of the
Republican movement, looking for
each other, finding each other, unit-
ing with each other to defend them-
selves, to help those who are in
prison, to prevent discrimination in
the factories, to resume the struggle
for the interests of the working
class. The “workers alliances,” which
in 1934 were formed.from above,
prepared the ground for the great
battles of October that year. They
also prepared the revolutionary
struggle of 1936. But today, in
memory and understanding of those
experiences, without the leadership
of any party, without direction from
any center, spontaneously as if it
were something growing up out of
the depths of the earth, the workers
alliances are being reformed by the
masses of the Spanish people. With-
out any false optimism, basing
myself on the most realistic and
careful analysis, I venture to an-
nounce to you that the Spanish
working class will soon again give
battle and will soon again, togethe:
with the workers of other lands,
write glorious pages in the annals of
revolutionary socialism, 1

The lIssac Soyer painting, "The
Young Girl," was won by Fanny
Volkell of the Bronx. Congratula-
tions!

Roosevelt has poured out
farm benefits, strengthened labor's
bargaining position, piled new tax
burdens on the rich. His reward: to
the lower-third of the U. S. he is a |
savior; to economic royalists 'that
madman in the White House.'

"This week Commerce Department
economists, having broken down na-
tional income payments by years,
1919-39, found that, despite mark-
ed shifts during depression-bottom
years, the basic national-income
pattern in 1939 was virtually the
same as in 1929."—Time, April I, l

1940.

Woll Charges
Government

Is Anti-Union

New York City.
HE anti-trust suits filed by the
government thru Assistant At-
torney-General Thurman Arnold
against a group of labor unions and
their leaders with the ostensible
purpose of halting alleged restraints
of trade threaten the annihilation
of trade unionism in the United
States, Matthew Woll, vice presi-
dent of the American Federation of
Labor, declared last week at a
luncheon here.

Mr. Woll stated that as a conse-
quence of the actions begun by Mr.
Arnold under the Sherman anti-
trust law, the government had
“thrown the cloak of protection
around company unions in spite of
the fact that Congress expressly
recognized that the company union
has been a fertile source of indus-
trial strife.”

Mr. Woll contended that the suits
filed by Mr. Arnold constituted a
misuse of the Sherman Act, which,
he said, was designed to curb com-
binations of capital, not of labor,
and a violation of the Clayton Act,
which provides that unions shall
not be held to be combinations in
restraint of trade.

Labor’s position in the light of
the anti-trust suits has been aggra-
vated further, Mr. Woll said, by
the decision of Judge Peyton Gor-
don of the District of Columbia
Federal District Court who, in a
decision recently affecting a juris-
dictional dispute between unions,
upheld for the first time the use
of the Sherman law against unions.

Saturday, April 20, 1940.

Jersey Clo.
Defies Lewis
On 3rd Term

Newark, N. J.
HE growing rift in the C.I.O. be-

tween John L. Lewis and Sidney
Hillman broke out into the open last

week as the New Jersey Labor’s
Non-Partisan League, meeting here,
flatly rejected a written recommen-
dation from the C.I.O. chief and, by
a majority vote, went on record in
favor of a third term for President
Roosevelt,

The state-wide convention, said to
represent 250,000 members of unions
in New Jersey, adopted an unquali-
fied third-term resolution in the face
of Lewis’s recommendation that it
follow the example of the national
C.I.0., which did not indorse any
candidate.

The vote, following a debate in
which leaders of the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers and the Textile
Workers Union took the lead in the
revolt against Lewis, was 177 to 101.
Carl Holderman, chairman of the
New Jersey L.N.-P.L., presided.

Lewis’s stand was expressed in a
letter to George Knott, district rep-
resentative of the United Mine
Workers of New Jersey, which was
read to the convention by Leonard
Goldsmith, C.I.0. executive secre-
tary. It said:

“I definitely think that the conven-
tion should follow the same policy
as the C.I.O. national convention and
the conventions of many units of
Labor’s Non-Partisan League.”

The supporters of Mr. Lewis were
led by William J. Carney, regional
director of the C.I.O.; Leonard Gold-
smith, executive secretary of the
New Jersey Industrial Union Coun-
cil; and Neal Brant, organizer for
the United Electrical, Radio and
Machine Workers of America. The
great bulk of the delegates who
backed the Lewis position were Stal-
inists or “fellow-travelers.”

In the course of the debate, one of
the leaders of the Hillman faction,
Irving Abramson, regional director
of the Textile Workers Union, ques-
tioned the motives of those opposed
to endorsement of Mr. Roosevelt.

“As recently as last November,
Neal Brant and many of the others
lined up with him were calling Pres-
ident Roosevelt ‘the man of the hour’
and demanding that he announce his
candidacy,” Mr, Abramson observed.
“Now they are against him, and I
believe that it is because of inter-
national factors, and I am not go-

ing in for Red-baiting.”

Job Parley Shows Lack
Of Youth Opportunity

Only Misfit, Temporary Jobs Available

By DOROTHY CAMPBELL
New York City.

66 OW TO GET A JOB” was the

title of the Fifth Annual
Career Conference of the Vocational
Service for Juniors, held recently in
the auditorium of the Engineering
Societies in New York. The Voca-
tional Service for Juniors “carries
on a series of investigations of the
interests and abilities of young peo-
ple, and functions as a division of
the New York State Employment
Service, cooperating with the N.Y.A,

The chairman, Thomas J. Watson,
president of the International Busi-
ness Machines Corporation, was un-
able to be present but the lobby re-
sounded to the music of hig business
machines, and everyone was very
aware of the fact that Mr, Thomas
J. Watson and his business machines
were connected with “How To Get
A Job.”

Mr. Nichols, substituting for Mr.
Watson, neatly answered the ques-
tion, “Why do we need vocational
guidance ?” His formula is simple:
“Division of labor yields more types
of jobs; more types of jobs yield
the necessity for vocational guid-
ance.”

An interesting feature was the
round-table discussion of the New
York State Employment Service
counselors. Holding an informal
meeting on the platform, they
brought forth many interesting facts
and were flooded with questions
from the high-school students who
composed the audience.

In 1939, the New York State Em-
ployment Service placed about 12,000
boys and as many girls. Altho it
takes one to three months before
the average youth obtains a job
(this statement was greeted by
laughter—perhaps some of the stu-
dents know of cases where the inter-
val between jobs was rather
longer!), about 50% to 60% of them
last only three months on the job;
only 15% last six months or more.

Young people were urged to take
these temporary jobs as the ex-
perience adds up; in addition,
several seasonal jobs may keep a
person working all year. The months
of graduation, January and July, are
usually slack seasons in most fields.

The specifications that employers
list for their young employees are
certainly complete. For example, one

pcounselor had a job for a “bus girl.”

A “bus girl” is the girl who clears
the tables in cafeterias, This job
paid $9.50 a week and called for a
girl 5’ 3”—5b’ 6” tall, 120—135 lbs.,
pretty, alert, healthy, strong, fine
complexion. . , .

Another counselor stated that the

majority of the boys and girls who
received jobs had “known someone,”
to get the job.

Perhaps the most tragic note of
the morning was a question raised
by a timid, bewildered-looking boy
who asked: “What about a fellow
who hasn’t got a union card and
can’t get a job on account of it?”
The’ counselors regretted the fact
that most unions are forced to close
their books but could offer no solu-
tion. Perhaps The Campaign For
Youth’s Needs—that new organiza-
tion that is concentrating on prob-
lems of this kind—can work out a
better answer.

The rest of the convention was
devoted to three speakers who spoke
on commercial, sales, and aviation
jobs., The only one worth mention
was Dr. Noreross, assistant editor of
the magazine Aviation. He stated
bluntly: “If you can’t afford to pay
for training (in the field of avia-
tion), join the army!”

The meeting ended on a note
of “optimism” for the future.
Today there are only four ap-
plicants for every job, as compared
with the seven or eight of several
years ago! Opportunity still beckons!
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French

militants of the French Socialist Workers and Peasants Party (P.S.O.P.) in Paris.
{t tllustrates the fate of democracy in war time, even in a country that is osten-
sibly fighting to “make the world safe for democracy.” We call particular atten-
tion to the appeal for aid in the last paragraph; it should not go unheeded.——

Editor.)

Paris, France

March 7, 1940.

. DALADIER has promised to
abolish the censorship. As a
matter of fact, however, even the
“domesticated” journalists are sub-
jected to rigorous instructions.
As for the opposition papers,
they - are simply suppressed. So
with Juin 36. The last number
of Juin 36 was ready. On the
first page, it had an article
telling in quite an objective manner
the facts about the arrest of certain
leaders of the P.S.0.P. and the in-
human conditions of their imprison-
ment, This article raised a general
outcry at the Hotel Continental (the
seat of the French censorship.—
Editor). First the representative of
the paper was sent from one office
to the other; finally, he was told in
an angry tone: “Juin 36! A paper
like that must be examined minute-
ly. At the present moment it’s in the
hands of the Commandant . .., ”
In his turn, the Commandant said
with considerable agitation: “This

paper has just been brought to the
attention of the Minister himself.”
It wasn’t long before the verdict was
announced: banned indefinitely. But
that was only one aspect of the wave
of repression let loose against the
P.S.0.P. Our comrades Rouaix, Jac-
quier, Preiss and Chapelain, as well
as three young militants; were ar-
rested for pasting stickers on the
walls of Boulogne. Judgment was
pronounced on them last Friday.
The scene deserves to be recorded.

It is a military tribunal: seven
judges in uniform; the back of the
room guarded by six soldiers with
fixed bayonets, a ceremonial meant
io be impressive. The president of
the tribunal, in civil dress, is a mul-

ti-millionaire pharmacist, of rather
limited capacity, a man by the name
of James. The public prosecutor is
an avowedly shady character, who
has made his fortune ruining poor
people. Every time the judges enter
the hall, “Present arms!” is shouted.
Everybody rises. The only thing
lacking is the sound of trumpets and
the Marseillaise. Then the court
gives the military salute before the
entire assembly and a second com-
nand, “Rest arms!”, is the signal
for the poor sovereign people to sit
down again. .

o

P.S.O.P."ists Face
Military Court

The trial of the militants of the
©.8.0.P. begins at a quarter after
five in the afternoon and lasts till a
quarter after eleven. A dramatic
session—a human and political docu-
ment of intense interest! The at-
titude of the P.S.0.P. militants is
irm but without ‘presumption, full
of a dignity that obviously makes

strong impression. even on the
military judges. Lying in wait there,
rejoicing in their power to condemn,
‘hey have to confess to themselves,
not without uneasiness, that they
“ave real men before them. And that
perhaps may explain their verdict.
The form of the oath they order ad-
ministered is: “You swear to speak
without hate or fear ... ” Hate and
fear are on the other side of the
dock this time, not with the ac-
cused but with the accusers.

The proceedings begin with the
questioning of the young people, 16,
17 and 18 years of age. What a
spectacle! Their youth leaves them
ill protected against the difficulties
of the illegal prosecution, but one
among them, Lesergent, stands up
courageously and formally accuses
the commissioner of police of Bou-
logne of having extorted “confes-
sions” by violence. His sincerity
makes an impression. The judges

r Dic

(We publish below a graphic and moving account of the trial of the sevend
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kes at P.S.0.P. Militants

are terribly embarrassed, One of the
lawyers, Le Troquer, a socialist de-
puty, immediately enters the fray.
He calls for the appearance of the
said commissioner. That fellow, the
type of a cynical police officer, ap-
pears, at once uneasy and brazen.
He denies everything with an arro-
gance that does not quite hide his
hypocrisy. The president proclaims:
No, it’s impossible; we are not in
Germany. Nobody is tortured in
France . . . ” Le Troquer replies:
"Come now, Mr. President, do you
mean to say you don’t know of the
oxistence of the third degree?” And
when the police commissioner, Cau-
teleux, tries a little flattery on the
lawyer! “I know you well, M. Le
Troquer, on account of . . .,” Le
Troquer interrupts and lashes out at
him: “It’s precisely, because I know
you so well, Mr, Commissioner, that
T believe the accusation of my young
client to be so probable.” The public
prosecutor comes to the aid of the
commissioner and insinuates cun-
ningly: “Furthermore, young Leser-
gent seems to get lost in his
story . .. ” “He isn’t as lucky as you
are, Mr. Prosecutor,” Le Troquer
snaps back pitilessly; “a lawyer
never gets lost in any tangle.”

Here is young Chapelain, secre-
tary of the P.S.0.P. Youth. He is
certainly a handsome young fellow,
with a strong face, proud, full of de-
termination. His mother watches
without a tear. His old father, re-
solute and indomitable, keeps control
of his emotions. Only his little
sister can’t restrain her sobs.

Now the official file is brought in.
Communications exchanged to ar-
range meetings have been intercept-
ed, and the letters that he wrote
from his cell, expressing the fury
of a caged young animal and the
depth of his revolutionary faith,
have been carefully copied and pre-
served for record.

Stripping the Mask
Off the Judges

Here is Rouaix, former adminis-
trative secretary of P.S.0.P. He

standg there composed and at ease,

without bluster, with a simple, quiet
dignity, with a man-to-man appreach
which reestablishes the human
equality that the military apparatus
is trying to destroy. His whole at-
titude says very clearly: “I am not
taken in with your airs, and you
yourselves aren’t taken in with them
either.” The judges stand unmasked,
ill at ease, reduced to their true
dwarfish proportions. Rouaix de-
clares that he has never tried to
evade responsibility for his acts.
Te¢ defends himself and defends his
party from the accusation of having
in a cowardly manner made use of
minors not responsible before the
law. He reduces the affair to its true
proportions: “To paste a socialist
propaganda sticker, a sticker fur-
thermore printed before the war,
cannot without exaggeration be call-
ed a plot against the security of the
state.” The replies of the president
of the court are powerless to shake
his calm., The president grows im-
patient: “At eighteen years of age,
you’re supposed to know what you’re
doing. At that age, you've already
gone thru high school.” “Mr. Presi-
dent,” Rouaix answers softly, “a
worker’s son does not go thru high
school.” “Nevertheless,” the presi-
dent rejoins with a certain humor,
“I have the impression that you
haven’t come off so badly.”

What an avowal! What an invo-
luntary expression of angry admira-
tion!

Class hatred expresses itself in
stupid insinuations as to the “mor-
ality” of the aecused: “The proof
that all your sympathies are with
the Reds,” says the president, “is to
be found in the fact that you are liv-
ing as man and wife with a Spanish
woman whom the Spanish Reds sent
to France as teacher for the refugee
children.” “Isn’t it a fact,” Rouaix
replies quietly, “that those whom
you call the Reds constituted at that
time the official government of Re-
publican Spain with whom our coun-
try maintained excellent relations?”
“That’s one way of looking at it,”
grumbles the president, pinned down
and forced to avow his fascist sym-
pathies,

The questioning of Jacquier is

very brief. These gentlemen are
probably waiting for the Cherbourg
case, which is scheduled for April 8.
There is also another quite suspici-
ous affair, dealing with a pamphlet,
of which Jacquier is now accused.
This pamphlet, addressed to the sol-
diers, was published without the
knowledge or direction of the P.S.
0.P. but with its imprint—obviously
a provocation from police or other
sources with the object of precipita-
ting the dissolution of the P.S.0.P.

There remains now the unfor-
tunate Preiss, completely innocent.
He hadn’t been seen since the war,
but as chance would have it, he felt a
legire to drink a glass of wine with
his friend Rouaix at the cafe on Rue
Rochechouart. There he was picked
up with the others and accused of
being the prime mover of the black-
est of the plots, a veteran rogue,
knowing very well how to hide his
tricks and allegedly one of the most
responsible key-men of the organiza-
tion, . . . The proof? They found
among his effects a rubber stamp,
such as is sold everywhere, which
e used to call meetings of the group
of the Socialist Party of which he
was secretary in 1937, On that basis,
he judges gravely affirm that he
was a member of a communist cell.
Le Troquer demonstrates the ab-
surdity of this accusation.

Then Cuissot, a leader of the
metal workers union, tells how in
the recent elections the same Preiss
was bitterly attacked by the Stalin-
ists altho the accusation charges
him with selling the Humanite.
But nothing can shake the officials
who bring the episode to a close
with this monstrous picce of stu-
pid.ty: “Maybe he was a member of
tl.e Socialist Party, but deep down
in his heart he was a communist.”

A Monument
Of Stupidity

The public prosecutor’s speech is
a monument of profound nonsense
and evident bad faith, He begins by
‘eclaring: “This is not a political
trial. In France, everyone has the
ght to profess any political opinions
he may choose.” Then suddenly,

without transition, he bursts into a
denunciation of “propaganda plot,”
“revolutionary tricks,” “defeatist
treason”; he cites this ‘“monstrous”
text: “Capitalism bears within itself
the seeds of war as the sleeping
cloud bears the tempest” (the text
of the P.S.0.P. sticker). Le Troquer
jumps up: “From whom is this
quotation, Mr, President? ., . It is
from Jaures! Do you dare to say
that Jaures was a traitor? Do you
consider him such? Do you mean to
deny that the competitive system
leads to war, and that competion is
the hasis of capitalism?”

Silence, amazed silence. . , , Final-
ly, the president, weary, allows this
astonishing avowal to escape him,
so revealing of the confusion and
bad conscience of those who serve
the regime: “Without doubt, this
phrase js correct . , . in principle.
But whereas you could quote it be-
fore the war, it is dangerous to the
state to quote it today.”

The verdict: five years imprison-
ment, 1,000 francs fine, loss of civic
and family rights. The two youngest
defendants are acquitted. This time
Chapelain’s mother cannot hold back
her tears, It is eleven o’clock. The
people pass into the dark corridor.
‘The women, a little feverish band,
{rymmg to see the condemned men
once more, are surrounded by
guards. After the reading of the ver-
d'ct, a defiant cry suddenly rings
out: “Courage, comrades, we won't
forget you!” Fists are clenched,
bodies tremble with grief and anger.

The case will come up for appeal
soon, but quite certainly without any
chance of success. There remains
the urgent duty of saving the twe
little children of Emile Rouaix, whe
himself is in danger of dying in jail
because of his tubercular condition;
of caring for the four children and
‘rail wife of Jacquier, also him-
gelf in very bad condition; of assur
ing the means of existence to Preiss’s
little daughter, only 18 months old.

Under Protection
Of World Proletariat

The imprisoned militants are

henceforth under the protection of

the international revolutionary pro-
letariat. They are socialist workers,
having nothing in common either
with Stalinism or with Hitlerite
fascism or with the disgusting hypo-
crisy of the plutocracies. They op-
pose the imperialist war from a
standpoint that is entirely prole-
tarian and socialist. This trial, those
that have preceded it, and thoze
that will follow, show the extra-
ordinary sweep of the repression in-
stituted in France against the work-
ing class by the military dictator-
ship, the paid servants of the trusts
and high finance. We know how the
French diplomats have tried to hide
their crimes against the most ele-
mentary democratic liberties, how
they have lied brazenly to delega-
tions of intellectuals who are dis-
turbed at these repressions. To their
cynical denials we oppose the truth.
Never has such a situation existed
in our country. People are arrested
at random, informing has reached
the point of mania, the basest pas-
sions are glutted.

A “malcontent” js apprehended at
the bar of a cafe; his neighbor says
to him: “Let’s go home, your wife is
waiting for you.” The policeman
thereupon arrests him too, and to
the judge he explains: “Your honor,
I saw right away that this was an
agreed-upon password.” A suspect is
arrested in his home. He asks to be
allowed to leave his little dog and
his radio with his neighbor, Impos-
sible! The order is given to take the

ttle dog to the city pound and the
radio to the police station; other-
vise the neighbor will be involved
as an accomplice. And this is the
“Land of the Rights of Man!”

We appeal for aid. We turn to
America. If our fathers were happy
to help America win its independ-
ence, we freely ask today that those
who love liberty should come to the
‘id of the authentic descendants of
the sans-culottes. We are profoundly
convinced that we represent the only
genuinely effective movement against
fascism, Hitlerite and Stalinist
alike, The P.S.0.P, trial should be a
signal to arouse all free spirits thru-
out the world. Comrades, we count
on you!

Have Government Workers
The Basic Rights of Labor?

Invasion of Their Rights Is Menace to All Workers

By I. M. HAMILTON -

E government in all its

branches “is by far the biggest
employer of labor in this country.
Federal, state and local govern-
mental units thruout the land em-
ploy approximately 3,500,000
people today-—over three times the
number of railroad men, about five
times the number of steel work-
ers, five or six times the number
of coal miners. And the number is
rapidly growing, more rapidly than
in any other field of employment.
The federal government today em-
ploys nearly a million people; when
Roosevelt took office, it employed
only 670,000. Back in the days when
the present civil-service system was
adopted, federal employees num-
bered no more than 110,000; today,
New York alone employs many
more than that.

REAL SIGNIFICANCE
OF PROBLEM

Yet the significance of the pro-
blem passes beyond mere numbers
or even rapidity of growth, The
real significance lies in the fact
that the employer is the govern-
ment and the government considers
itself entitled to special rights and
privileges as an employer and
regards its employees as deprived
of rights and privileges that the
ordinary citizen possesses as an
employee in private industry.
Because it is the final re-
presentative of authority in the
community, it therefore lays claim
to the absolute and unquestioned
allegiance of all those who are in
its service. There are some, indeed,
such as Nicholay Murray Butler,
who go so far as to maintain that
every employee of the government
owes it the same kind of obedience,
whether the service be civil or
military. This is, of course, an
extreme statement of the case but
it is, after all, essentially the
standpoint of the government. The
government as such demands final
authority over its agents even if
it does not, for obvious reasons,
exert the same power over its civil
employees as over those in the
military service.

This is important from the point
of view of the civil servant as a
worker and a citizen, In effect, the
government refuses to bargain with
its employees on the same basis as
private employers and it strongly
challenges the right of its em-
ployees to organize on the same
basis as employees in private in-
dustry, their right to affiliate with
the labor movement and, above all,
their right to strike. President
Roosevelt’s and Attorney General
Murphy’s pronouncements last Sum-
mer that “you can’t strike against
the government” will be remembered
—a view which Mayor LaGuardia
has recently extended to apply to
municipal transport workers.

On what grounds does the gov-

ernment take this position? Or-
dinarily, the argument is that its
unchallenged authority is necessary
for the continuance of social ex-
istence. Without such authority over
its employees, we are told, the whole
social fabric would collapse.

TYPES OF GOVERNMENT
FUNCTIONS

And yet there is nothing in the
character of employment of the
great bulk of civil servants to give
any color of justification to this
argument., Leaving aside for the
time being the fundamental social
and class character of the govern-
mental power, let us examine the
actual functions which the govern-
mental machinery performs, These
functions can be classified roughly
under several heads.

First of all, there are the ordi-
nary administrative functions which
any plant, concern or institution
must engage in in order to keep
going. This involves such occupa-
tions as keeping records, filing,
general clerical work, etc, Obviously
government employees engaged in
such activities can see no difference
between their work and the work of
private employees engaged in similar
occupations, nor does the social
fabric seem to depend more on the
one than on the other. There seems
to be no reason why the one group
should not have the same rights and
privileges as the other.

Another class of occupations are
the social-service functions—the
administration of public relief, the
dispensing of education, the con-
duct of public-health activities, the
operation of hospitals, and so on.
Here too these functions are of
essentially the same kind as the
comparable functions in private
enterprises. There is no reason for
denying the government-hospital
worker civil and industrial rights
which the private-hospital workers
are supposed to enjoy.

The third great class of civil
servants are engaged in industrial
activities—manufacture, repair,
transportation, communications, ete.
Here the functions are exactly ana-
logous to those in private industry.
The government manufactures ar-
maments in public plants and it does
sb in private plants. A tie-up of
the railroads, of transportation, of
lighting, of communications, which
are all predominantly in private
hands, would surely hit the com-
munity a great deal harder than the
tie-up of any industrial service that
is today of a public character. As a
matter of fact, there is such com-
plete interdependence between the

exercise their rights as employees
despite the absolutist claims of the
government. The 38,600,000 million
civil servants, let us remember, are
also 38,600,000 million citizens with
votes, and the effectiveness of their
political pressure is the greater be-
cause of their greater concern with
what the government does. As a
result of this fact and as a result
also of the fact that the labor move-
ment realized the necessity of
protecting its rights when the
growth of the government services
began in earnest, the government is
for the time being content to “for-
get” its demand for absolute and
unquestioned obedience on the part
of its employees and to permit them
to organize and affiliate with the
labor movement. But it is significant
to realize that this came about in
(Continued on Page 4)

Books

—=——=by Jim Cork
REVOLUTION OF NIHILISM, by

Hermann Rauschning. Alliance
Book Corporation, New York,
1939. .

HE subtitle of Rauschning’s

book is “A Warning to the
West.” If the newspaper listings of
best sellers are an index, a fair share’
of American intellectuals are receiv-
ing this warning. It would be in-
teresting to have some of the reac-
tions of readers after attempting to
or actually wading thru this heavily
written plea by a former high Nazi
functionary for a return to the “good
old days.”

Before studying his plea, it is well
to know more about Rauschning, A
former member of the East Prus-
sian Junker class, he was the first
Nazi president of the Free City of
Danzig, a logical position for a
member of the class that came to
an arrangement with Hitler in 1933
and to whom Hitler had promised
not to reveal their thefts of East

Prussian state funds. Rauschning
(Continued on Page 4)

By JOHN T. FLYNN

HE National Association of Man-

ufacturers has summoned its

members as warriors to save the
system of free enterprise,

This is not the first time in history
that the leaders of the existing sys-
tem have organized to save their
system. Back in the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries, the princes and
the lords and guildsmen were
tremendously troubled at the attacks
on their system—the feudal system
—and its strange twin in the towns
—the guild system.

There was no doubt that some-
thing was destroying both these sys-
tems. In the towns, great merchants
were attaining immense power and
wealth against all the principles and
interests of the guildsmen. In the
nation, the powers of government
were being slowly absorbed by the
king. The feudal lords were losing
their power.

Meetings were held. Conferences
were called of the princes and the
holders of estates. The guilds con-
voked conferences, too. Orators went
about discussing the subject. The
church issued rules and regulations
designed to deal with the great prob-
lem. All sorts of cures were pro-
posed.

But the strangest thing of all
about this era of crumbling, which
lasted for several hundred years,
was that in all these discussions, in
all these plans, all these proposed

industrial activities of the govern-
ment and those in private hands that
it is impossible to make any valid
distinction between the civil and in-
dustrial rights of one group and
those of the other,

Of - course, large groups of gov-

ernment employees do organize an

,cures, the real force which was
killing the old system was never
mentioned, The princes blamed the
king and even the Church, The
guildsmen blamed the lords and the
merchants and often the king for his
monopolies. Many blamed the Jews,
who were the busiest itinerant bank-

Capitalism Now in Crisis
As Feudalism Once Was

ers. But none of them blamed the
real cause. The real cause was
money.

The institution of money had in-

troduced a new method of exchange
which was so far superior to the old
method that the old method was
falling apart before it. And as it
did, everyone who conferred and
concerted to save the system rivaled
each other in his desire for money.
And they did this without resistance
from anyone.
- Now the business men are sum-
moned to save the system of free
enterprise. They will blame the gov-
ernment, the Bolsheviki, the New
Dealers and all sorts of things. They
will never blame the real culprit.
The culprit that is destroying free
enterprise is business itself.

For seventy years, business men
have been devising, experimenting
with, fabricating all sorts of instru-
ments to drive the freedom out of
business. They have invented corpo-
rations and then expanded them in
order to create vast enterprises in
order that those enterprises may be
strong enough to check what are
considered the enemies of business.
It has formed associations to make
rules, regulations, laws to control
production, competition, credit,
prices, employment,

And each time one business group
makes such a combination, some
other group affected by it has
formed a defensive combination.
Business men have demanded favors
from the government, such as tariffs,
subsidies. But these have operated
against other groups which have
demanded counter-tariffs or other
intrusions to counteract the effect.

All this has proceeded until the
whole capitalist system has gotten

itself tied up in knots so that now

By B. HERMAN

(This article is part of the discussion,
“Socialist Fundamentals Reexamined.”
Since complete freedom of opinion pre-
vails in this discussion, the views ex-
pressed in this and similar articles are
not necessarily those of anyone but the
author.—Editor.)

(Concluded from the last issue)
PON the basis of such un-
precedented privation, no ex-
pansion of freedom could take place,
but rather a growth of all the forces
of coercion and tendencies toward
suppression of democratic liberties.
The weapons of the dictatorship of
the proletariat to suppress the
capitalists and landowners were soon
required to suppress the workers and
peasants. On August 20, 1918, the
People’s Commissar for Food issued
the following “Instructions to Food
Detachments”: Food Detachments
were to consist of not less than 75
men armed with two to three
machine-guns; they were to be so
distributed as to establish contact
with one another in the shortest
possible time; and regular cavalry
was to be stationed between each
detachment., All firearms in posses-
sion of the population were to be
surrendered and distributed to the
food detachments.

These were the methods that the
Bolsheviks were compelled to resort
to not because of predetermining
theory, but in order to keep the
population of the cities alive! For-
cible seizure of food-stuffs and the
disarming of the population are
hardly the methods of expanding
freedom! When a regime goes out
with a machine-gun to get food,
freedom has departed together with
all theoretical predictions. By 1921,
this regime had, in its methods, gone
a long way towards totalitarianism
before it retreated and introduced
the N.E.P. Even with economic
recovery during the N.E.P., it was
not until 1925-26 that the totally
inadequate pre-war standard of
production was reached.

Lenin realized during the last year
of his life that Russia could not go
forward to socialism without what
he called a “cultural revolution” and
the defeat of the growing tendencies
of burocratization. It his last report
to any international gathering, to
the fourth congress of the Com-
nmiunist International, in November

it cannot move. Business holds
meetings, conventions, conferences,
as the old feudalists did. It blames
the government, the war makers, the
Reds, labor. But it never gets down
to the real cause. Instead, while it
calls on government to end certain
checks, it advocates twice as many
checks by itself.

I commend this thought to the
men who are about to arm to save
free enterprise in America.

(These paragraphs are from the New
York World-Telegram of April 6, 1940.

How Did It Happen
In Soviet Russia?

Country's Backwardness Made for Stalinism

1922, just prior to his demand for
Stalin’s removal, a note creeps in
that all is not well with the state
of affairs in Russia. Lenin saya:

“Why do we do these absurd
things? The reason is clear: first,
because ours was a backward coun-
try; secondly, because education in
our country is at the lowest  evel,;
and thirdly, because we are receiv-
ing no assistance. Not a single
civilized state is helping us. On the
contrary, they are all working
against us! Fourthly, owing to our
state apparatus. We took over the
old state apparatus, and this was
un‘ortunate for us. Very oftan, the
state apparatus works against us.”

Five years after the Russian
Revolution, Lenin admits that the
old Czarist state burocracy has not
been shattered, in accordance with
the tenets of Marxist theory. He
says: “At the top, we have, I think,
several thousand, at the utmost,
revera! tens of thousands, of our
own people. Down below, however,
there are hundreds of thousands of
old officials who came over to us
from the Czar and from bourgeois
society.”

The mystery of the rise of Stalin
is here dissipated. This vast, anti-
revolutionary Czarist burocracy,
cutnumbering the revolutionary
elements in the state machinery by
ten to one, provided the basis for
the rise of a Stalin,

Those who argue that because the
Russians, thru economic and cultural
backwardness, were unable to replace
the old state burocracy, the same
must be the case in a socialist
America are obviously guilty of the
fundamental error of mechanical dis-
regard of specific problems and con-
ditions,

The difficulties facing the Rus-
sian Revolution were not totally
unforeseen. It was obvious to every
Marxist that Russia was a back-
ward country, torn apart by years
of imperialist war and additional
years of blockade, civil wars and
imperialist invasion. But the terrific
effect of the false economic policies
of the Bolsheviks, known as “War
Communism,” no one could predict.
In any case, even with the best of
policies, the difficulties would still
have been so great, as to be almost
insuperable. The Bolsheviks well
realized that in a long-range sense,
only the revolution in the more ad-
vanced countries could possibly save
them. As Lenin put it: “The absolute
truth is that without a revolution
in Germany, we shall perish.”

Lenin was a better prophet than
he himself conld be aware of. All
his collaborators finally did perish,
at the hands of the executioner—
Stalin,

Rosa Luxemburg, with amazing
insight, was able to foresee, only
two weeks after the revolution, an
eventual collapse. Writing to Luise
Kautsky from prison (November 24,
1917), she says:-

“Of course, they (the Russians)
will not be able to maintain them-

—Editor.)

selves in this witches sabbath, not

Bertrand Russell on

The “Russell Case”

\\"J"HE habit of considering a

man's religious, moral and
political opinions before appoint-
ing him to a post or giving him a
job is the modern form of persecu-
tion, and it is likely to become
quite as efficient as the Inquisition
ever was."—Bertrand Russell, "Free
Thought and Official Propaganda"
(1922).

because statistics show that eco-
nomic development in Russia is too
backward, as your clever husband
has figured out, but because the
social-democracy in the highly deve-
loped West consists of pitifully
wretched cowards, who, looking
quietly on, will let the Russians bleed
to death. But such a collapse is
better than to ‘remain alive for the
Fatherland’.”

Kautsky maintained that the
Bolsheviks should not have taken
power because Russia was not ripe
for socialism, The answer of
revolutionary Marxists was not that
Russian economy was ripe, but that
world economy was mature for
socialism. In fact, in his “Letter to
the American Workers,” Lenin
ascribes the proletarian victory in
Russia to the very backwardness
of that country. But it was the ex-
pectation of the Bolsheviks that the
Russian workers would start, and
that the German and French work-
ers would follow shortly after. The
leaders of the Russian Communist
Party debated whether the world
revolution would be a matter of
weeks or of months!

There are those, who, twenty-two
years after the Russian Revolution,
have not acquired the insight Rosa
Luxemburg had a week after. They
do not see that the impossibility of
realizing “utopian predictions” was
due not to the errors of Marxian
principles or of dialectical material-
ism, but to the overwhelming dif-
ficulties facing the Russian Revolu-
tion deserted by the Scheidemanns
and Kautskys of the West. But even
Kautsky’s position was more com-
mendable than that of our latter-day
Marxist critics. He, at least, never
blamed Stalinism on Marx.

Soviet Russia in Lenin’s day bore
the character of a revolutionary
army in a besieged fortress; priva-
tion and the strictest military
discipline were the rule. But it
remained revolutionary and interna-
tionalist, despite many grossly un-
desirable features. It had not be-
come a citadel of Bonapartist
degeneration, of counter-revolu-
tionary attacks on the socialist
strivings of the workers of other
lands, or a source of supplies to
fascist reaction.

We cannot for the world see how
the degeneration of the Russian
Revolution predicted by such an out-
standing Marxist and dialectician as
Rosa Luxemburg, invalidates Marxs
ism and dialectical materialism. This
“collapse” which Rosa Luxemburg
foresaw could have taken place in
several forms, by imperialist in-
vasion from without, by revolt and
capitalist restoration from within,
or by Bonapartist degeneration. The
third variant has taken place.
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HITLER OVERRUNS SCANDINAVIA

NOTHER quarter of Europe has fallen victim to the raging flames
A of war. Scandinavia, at peace for a century, has beco‘me .*he
"Northern Front," a blood-drenched battlefield in the clash of giant im-
perialist combinations that is tearing Europe and the world apart.

The German invasion and overrunning of Denmark and Norway, in
its very ruthlessness and disregard of human rights, followed the age-old
pattern of predatory warfare, a pattern established to no small degree by
the very "democracies” that are now protesting the Nazi invasion with
such virtuous indignation. In the World War, was it not 'I'hg A|||.es. Eng-
land and France, that invaded Greece, a neutral country, §e|zed its navy,
occupied its ports, fomented a revolt that overthrew its king, helped set
up an "acceptable” government and finally forced it into the war algams’r
the Central Powers? And was not the British mining of Norway's ter-
ritorial waters almost as gross a violation of Norwegian sovereignty as
the German invasion, of which indeed it was the signal? It is all parf.of
the same bloody game of imperialist war, and to attempt to apportion
"responsibility” is about as futile in this case as it would be in a gang
war in which an innocent bystander is killed.

There can be little doubt that the main lines of Hitler's Scandinavian
adventure were laid down in the series of Russo-German conferences in
Moscow and Berlin after the Stalin-Hitler pact and the partition ?f
Poland, and confirmed in subsequent negotiations with Mussolir:i. In this
long-range plan, Russia was assigned the first move—against Finland. It
was Russia's job to break down the military power of the only country
on the Baltic capable of some degree of effective resistance, and this
Russia did, tho at tremendous cost. lts reward was the Finnish grab and
more to come. Then it was up to Germany. Preparations down to every
detail were made by the Reich weeks in advance. The moment for action
came when the British began to mine Norwegian waters and endanger
Germany's supply of vital war materials from Norway and Sweden.

By this logic, the next move of the totalitarian powers should be in
the Balkans, where fascist Italy will at last get its portion of the loot,
sharing with Russia and the Reich. But everything depends, ?f course,
on the speed and degree of Germany's success in overrunning Scan-
dinavia.

It would be difficult to exaggerate the increase of strength that Ger-
many would gain should it succeed in establishing full control over the
Scandinavian countries. Aside from the very important iron-ore deposits
in Norway and Sweden, there is Norway's oil-tanker fleet, ranking third
in the world, and Denmark's capacity as a producer of foods, especially
dairy products and bacon, which war-time Germany needs so badly. From
a strategical standpoint, the extension of the front towards the North may
have its disadvantages for Germany, but not nearly such as to outweigh
these economic gains.

Like Finland before it, Norway is the hapless victim of the death
grapple of imperialist giants. Without in any way giving the Allies a
clean bill of health, we denounce the German invasion of Denmark and
Norway and its threat to Sweden as a barbarous outrage and extend our
sympathies o the Scandinavian peoples in their hour of danger and af-
fliction. But here too, as in the case of Finland, we must stress that the
problem of small nations in a war-mad world is now more than ever inex-
tricably involved in the tangle of imperialist power-politics; it can find no
solution except in the solution of the larger problem itself. Short of the
overthrow of the whole damnable system of imperialism, there is no hope,
no salvation for the small nations of the world.

For us in America, the big task is now to intensify our efforts to
keep this country out of war. It is obvious that what is happening in
northern Europe will serve to strengthen very considerably those forces,
economic, political and moral, that are making for American involve-
ment in the slaughter across the Atlantic. We must quickly develop
counter-force, counter-pressure. We must do everything in our cl:ower
to help the American people keep their heads .in this crisis and con-
solidate their determination to keep out of war.

STALINISM AND WORLD SITUATION

(Continued from page 1)
of any or all of these powers. At the moment collusion, rather than col-
lision, characterizes the decisive relations amongst them.

Today, Germany with a six-year head-start in building up war eco-
nomy for the purpose of waging totalitarian warfare is in the best posi-
tion to help Russia repair the serious losses inflicted on her industrial
machine, on her entire economic life, thru Stalin's extensive blood-purges.
That this is so, and that Stalin long ago recognized Germany's capacities
to render him such urgent aid, is confirmed by the fact that the German
Communist Party, under Stalin's thumb, as early as December 1938, at
its so-called Berne Congress, unanimously adopted a resolution calling
upon Hitler to form a complete and total alliance with the U.S.S.R. This
resolution was passed nearly four months before Stalin himself gave the
first public Russian intimation of a probable rapprochement with Hitler—
at the congress of the C.P.S.U. in March 1939. Anyone who has had an
opportunity to watch at close range the workings of Stalin and his set-up
can detect constantly multiplying manifestations of the unfolding of this
expanding Axis and increasing evidence that this four-power arrangement
has been arrived at, at least in principle, as a desideratum—even if all
its details have not yet been worfed out. Allowing time itself and chang-
ing circumstances to unfold a general plan and to adjusi' and adapt its
details is an integral characteristic of the strategy of the old General
von Moltke. This technique is quite specifically German and has been
repeatedy applied by the Nazis.

8. A special type of assistance rendered by Stalin to Hitler—an as-
sistance less tangible yet at least as significant as today's active economic
aid and tomorrow's military aid—is the "moral" and morale stimulus
given by Russia's Comintern thruout the world. Thus, Pravda rushes to
justify I-riﬂer's devouring of Denmark and invasion of Norway. The Com-
munist parties have, on this basis, for some time, been nothing but
agencies of Stalin's foreign office and agents of Russian foreign policy.
In this capacity, they serve Hitler's morale in Germany by lending a so-
called "socialist” touch and "revolutionary" hue to Goebbels's propa-
ganda. The effect of this is to be noted in the turn recently taken by
German propaganda. Hitler, Goebbels, Dr. Ley, and Goering have been
making speeches studded with such phrases as "'Fight the plutocratic de-
mocracies,” "The proletarian nations must unite," and "Workers of the
world, unite!"

It is in this connection that the Communist parties everywhere render
special service to the expanding Hitler-Stalin Axis. They attach them-
selves to bona-fide anti-war or peace movements and demagogically ex-
ploit such sound sentiments, Here it must be noted that they make par-
ticularly effective use of all speeches made by imperialist government
officials in Allied countries for a new and more severe Versailles or for a
dismemberment of Germany and Russia. In this fashion, the Commu:
nist parties wield an important negative influence on Allied and a
significant positive effect on Nazi morale.

(The second part of this analysis will appear in the next issue of this
paper.—Editor.)

|\ A DECREE published today orders the return to the grandees (the

landed aristocracy) of land seized by the late Spanish -republic

for distribution among peasants,” we are informed in a Madrid dispatch
to the New York Times.

Here, in these few, dry words, we have the essence and the inner

meaning of the Franco counter-revolution, the crude reality behind all

the mystical phrases about the "'national regeneration of Catholic Spain.”.

Socialist Fundamentals Reexamined:

By EUGENE KREININ

(T his article is part of the discussion,
“Socialist Fundamentals Reexamined.”
Since complete freedom of opinion pre-
vails in this discussion, the views ex-
pressed in this and similar articles are
not necessarily those of anyone but the
author.—Editor.)

HE monstrosity that is today the

Soviet Union has almost com-
pletely destroyed sympathy for so-
cialism among the masses of the
workers thruout the world. This is
quite natural. As far as they were
told and believed, the U.S.S.R. was
building socialism. Its leadership
was Marxian., Then if this total-
itarian, criminal, slave regime is the
sum total of socialism and Marxism,
what else can we expect but disgust
and contempt for anything and
everything that has to do with the
very concept of socialism?

A more realistic attitude, however,
is discerned among revolutionary
workers who see in Stalinism the
very antithesis of Marxism. Cer-
tain manifestations of the Russian
Revolution have directly influenced
the emergence of totalitarian buro-
cracy. In “defense” of Stalin and
Stalinism, if such is possible, let us
say that the economic and political
backwardness of pre-1917 Russia,
the lack of any conception of de-
mocracy, the absence of trade unions
and the abject existence of the
peasan{ry, contributed a great deal
to the Stalin dictatorship.

The Russian Revolution presents
us with positive as well as negative
lessons. One important lesson is to
eradicate that unscientific and dog-
matic acceptance of the October Re-

Is Marxism Refuted?

volution as a blueprint for other
countries. Another important lesson
is the knowledge of what we do not
want as the result of a proletarian
revolution,

A revaluation of what were to us
basic fundamentals of socialism (as
manifested by the Russian Revolu-
tion) is a healthy reaction on the
part of those who wish to continue
the struggle for socialism. However,
such a revaluation should not sweep
us off our feet and drive us into the
swamp of reformism.

Reformism (Second International)
and communism (Third Internation-
al) have failed. Both failures are not
due to the falsity of Marxism, but
to its rejection, The social-demo-
crats rejected working-class power
when it was on the order of the day.
Stalinism betrayed the revolution
and established a clique dictatorship.
Why blame Marx for Bernsteinian
revisionism or Stalinist counter-
revolution ?

The violent overthrow of capital-
ism is under attack. In this day and
age, can anyone believe even for a
moment that you can sneak in so-
cialism simply by means of legisla-
tion? Can anyone cite an historical
incident where a ruling class has
surrendered its privileged position
without a struggle? Especially to-
day when fascism is so much in
style, the capitalist class will use the
state power or bribe and mislead
declassed elements to terrorize and
destray a rising working class.

The “dictatorship of the prole-
tariat” is under consideration. This
does not necessarily imply a one-
party rule. It implies the rule of the
working class as a whole irrespective

‘| Stalinist imperialist adventures to

of ephemeral ideological differ-
ences. These differences come and go
in the process of socialist construc-
tion. A transitory workers rule is
necessary to destroy the remnants of
the enemy class and forestall coun-
ter-revolutionary attempts against
the new order.

The dictatorship does not preclude
democracy. On the contrary! Only
thru genuine democracy can it be a
workers rule. Only thru an ideo-
logical struggle among the various
tendencies in the ranks of the work-
ers will democratic socialism triumph
and totalitarianism be avoided,

The Marxian analysis of the state
has not been proven erroneoys. The
state is still the political expres-
sion of a ruling class. In capitalist
countries, the state is the protector
of private property in the hands of
the exploiters. In the U.S.S.R., the
state is the defender of the economic
privileges of the ruling burocracy.
The Red Army is being used in the

bolster the waning prestige of the
ruling clique.

Stalin is strengthening the dicta-
torship (over the proletariat) when,
according to the Stalinists, the
enemy class within the U.S.S.R. has
been destroyed and socialism is
established. The repressive hand of
Stalin is strengthened in the same
way as that of other dictators, Does
that disprove the Marxian theory of
the “withering away of the state”?

A revaluation is not only essential
but imperative, Stalinism has made
it so. But let us be on guard lest in
throwing away whatever is odious
and barbaric in Stalinist “commu-
nism,” we discard the baby together
with the dirty bath water.

Government Workers

Invasion of Their

(Continued from Page 3)
the first place thru defiance on the

part of government employees. They
just organized, despite the denial
of that right and affiliated with the
labor movement. The first group
were the postal workers in tl}e early
part of the century, and, ag the
movement grew, the government
was able to do nothing and was
virtually obliged to concede the right
of its employees to organize, But so
long as the government insists that
this is merely a concession on its
part and not the right of its em-
ployees, so long as it maintaing the
absolute right to determine working
conditions for its employees on the
basis of sovereign order and fiat, the
rights of government employees are
precarious indeed.

An outstanding example of this
is the agitation which took place
in this country about fifteen or
twenty years ago after the Boston
police strike. All over the country
there was a movement for legisla-
tion to curb the rights of govern-
ment employees, to forbid them to
strike, and bills were actually in-
troduced into Congress to that effect.
As a result of vigorous and united
protest of government workers and
the A. F. of L., these bills did not
pass but the fact that they were in-
troduced and got support indicates
the real threat.

In municipalities, however, one
after the other, authorities have
denied by ordinance the right of
their school teachers of firemen or
policemen to organize and affiliate
with the labor movement, Especially
has the right to strike been
categorically denied.

IN BRITAIN AND
FRANCE

In Great Britain, in 1926, the gov-
ernment employees took no active
part in the general strike but they
supported it with public pronounce-
ments, with financial contributions
and with pledges that they would
refuse to engage in strike-breaking.
The government thereupon declared

Books

(Continued from Page 5)

emphasizes that, as one high in Nazi
councils, he had easy access to the
ear of Hitler and other National-
Socialist leaders. In this position, he
bore full responsibility for all of
the blood that flowed in Germany
until in November 1935, he re-
signed and went into exile. The
book was written three years later
after he had observed and pondered
on what was actually happening in
comparison with what he had ex-
pected to happen.

The account of this disappointed
Junker can be roughly divided into
two parts: first, facts about the Nazi
regime, its background and its
present condition; second, his in-
terpretation of these events with
forecasts for the future. It may be
said for the factual side that the
author knows his Nazi material and
has presented it in a manner that
cannot be accused of the usual lurid-
ness of detail. As for his interpreta-
tions, they follow quite logically,
taking into account Rauschning’s
background,

Rauschning has a clear grasp of

And Rights of Labor

Rights Peril to Unions

that this was a threat to its sover-
eignty and authority and, in 1927,
it introduced and passed legislation
disaffiliating by law the government
employees from the Trade Union
Congress and the Labor Party, to
one or the other of which they had
been affiliated for half a century.

In France, the civil service is
more important than in any western
country, not merely because of its
numbers but because of its position
and role in the labor movement,
where until recently it was by far
the largest, most active and most
militant single element. Yet the
French courts, the government and
even certain statutes deny civil
servants the right to affiliate with
the C.G.T. or to strike. The civil
servants have met these prohibitions
with open. defiance. They affiliate
with labor and they strike freely.
So far, the government has tolerated
this situation, altho it has made
some gestures to save face.

German foreign policy, as shown by
his forecasting the Russo-German
alliance and the anti-Polish orienta-
tion. On the other hand, according to
him, German expansionism is not the
usual imperialism but a “revolu-
tionary dynamism.” Similarly for
internal policy: anti-Semitism, in-
creased taxation of Rauschning’s
Junker friends, etc., are not evidence
of the inner conflicts of decayed
capitalism but of the growth of the
“devil of Nihilism,” the “Catilina-
rians of the Left,” of forces who
“did not have the slightest idea of
what they would do with power.” It
is all a “revolution for revolution’s
sake,” a “revolution without a doc-
trine,” the “Revolution of Nihilism.”

Rauschning seriously considers the
Nazi groups scattered “from Flush-
ing to Vladivostock” a sign of the
“revolutionary dynamism,” of this
threatening “World Revolution of
Nihilism.”

Naturally, it is not the big, high-
sounding “aims” of the Nazis that
Rauschning advances as the reasons
for his having broken with them.
What motivated him, he says, was
the “gradual recognition of the
destructive tendency and the grow-
ing radicalization of National-So-~
cialist policy as a whole.” In gen-
eral it may be said that Rauschning
wants pre-Hitler capitalism even
with older names, Rauschning asks
what could “recall the army to its
own tradition,”, and answers, “There
is one thing and one alone: The
restoration of a German monarchy!”
“A restoration of the monarchy in
Germany would, after the ex-
periences of the great war,” he says,
“have virtually guaranteed stable
conditions and excluded any ad-
venturous foreign policy. A restored
monarchy would have accepted and
adhered to a peacable settlement
that removed Germany’s just griev-
ances.”

So goes this best-selling contribu-
tion to the world problems!

“And finally if there are minds
that are still unconvinced on the
sanctity of Western civilization, let
us be reassured by Rauschning that
“no one can deny that the British
Empire, with its methods of govern-

ment based on freedom and consent,

and with the moral authority of its
center, comes very close to an
almost spiritual conception of the
state and the social order.”
Ireland and India and others,
please note!
Reviewed gy 3. KANE

Good Prospects
For Profit . . .

A\ Y E believe the possibilities

of more active hostilities
have been raised (by the Finnish-
Soviet peace treaty). Therefore, the
prospect remains that normal
Spring recovery will be augmented
by war orders and by continued
heavy exports to neutrals.

"We continue to advise a market
policy consistent with the expecta-
tion of a general advance this
Spring."—From the March 16 issue
of the United Business Service, a
weekly business and financial "dope-
sheet."

= —

But the contradiction is there and,
as social and political conditions
grow tenser, as absolutist and
authoritarian tendencies grow more
pronounced even in the “democratic”
states, as the trend towards public
ownership or control makes head-
way in the various fields of economic
life, the problem of the civil and in-
dustrial rights of the government
employee obviously grows more
critical. It is one of the big prob-

Fight Against
Best “"Nationa

New York City

The American people believe that
national defense can best be
served by reducing poverty and un-
employment, Fortune magazine an-
nounced last week as the result of
its survey.

The Fortune survey asked a cross-
section of the public this question,
the magazine said in its April issue:

“Bearing in mind that our problem
is to build the strongest nation pos-
sible in order to meet any situation,
on which of these four groups of
things do you think the government
is warranted in spending the most
money: (1) increasing armaments,
(2) dealing with agricultural prob-
lems, (3) reducing poverty and un-

employment, (4) public construc-
tion ?  Which second ? Third ?
Fourth?”

In analyzing the answers, the
survey gave 100 points for first-
place mention of any of the four
items, 75 points for second place, 50
for third place, 25 for fourth place,
zero for any item ranked as unim-
portant, and minus 100 points if the
person questioned was definitely op-
posed to any item,

Poverty s
Defense”

On this basis, spending money for
reducing poverty and unemployment
came first with a score of 76 points
out of 100; increasing armaments
was second with 65 points; dealing
with agricultural problems third
with 62; and public construction last
with 42 points.

Further analysis showed that old-
age pensions ranked first as a means
of relieving poverty and unemploy-
ment, public housing second, train-
ing skilled labor third and work
relief fourth,

Reforestation and soil conserva-
tion were put first among the na-
tion’s agricultural needs, with con-
trol of pests second, removal of poor
farm land from cultivation third, sub-
sidizing farmers fourth and control
of farm production fifth.

The survey gave control of pro-
duction a score of minus 5, indicat-
ing a majority definitely opposed to
crop restrictions.

Flood control was given first place
among public works, with construc-
tion of big national highways
second, building of airports third
and construction of federal power

plants fourth,

S.P.Names Thomason
Anti-War Platform

But Takes No Action on Unity Question

(Continued from Page 1)

labor unity. One delegate, Woodcock
of Michigan, however, went so far as
to say that even raising the question
of unity in the S.W.0.C. and the
C.I.O. Auto Workers Union was in-
advisable at this time. He criticized
those socialists who thought that the
division in the labor movement had a
paralyzing effect. He regarded John
L. Lewis’s invasion of the building
trades and the A, F. of L. jurisdice-
tion in the baking industry as a good
thing. As he placed the question, “it
put the A, F. of L. on its toes, and
made them put on more organizers.”
Woodcock was subsequently elected
to the National Executive Committee
of the party.

NO CRITICISM OF SECOND
INTERNATIONAL

Very striking was'the contrast be-
tween the anti-war position of the
Socialist Party of America and its
continuance of affiliation and sup-
port to the pro-war Socialist (Se-
cond) International, Even granting
the illogical continuance of such af-
filiation as the result of inertia, why
the total lack of criticism thruout
the convention of the pro-war posi-
tion of European social-democracy?
Yet, the chief speakers at the ban-
quet and mass meeting held by the
party during the convention were
Angelica Balabanof, of the Italian
Socialist Party (Maximalists); Mar-

lems of the day.

ceau Pivert, of the Socialist Workers
and Peasants Party of France

Lewis Promotes His
Third-Party Ties

May Control Entire California Delegation

(Continued from page 1)
their activities, Sidney Hillman and
E. L. Oliver try to undermine Lewis
in Labor’s Non-Partisan League.
They favor staying in the Demo-
cratic party and fighting for a left-
wing program with F.D.R. rather
than against him. That the Amalga-
mated and its C.I.O. friends can
divide C.I.O. forces on this question
is proved by what happened at the
New Jersey convention of the
League.

Altho these anti-Roosevelt politi-
cal developments are mainly led by
non-Stalinists, the Communist Party
will eagerly support whatever Lewis
and his section of the C.I.O. are able
to develop. Tt is thought here that-the
C.P. is influential among supporters
of Patterson in California and some
persons claim that Patterson is a
fellow-traveler, In all of their efforts,
the Stalinists can depend a great
deal on the simple-mindedness of a
lot of New Dealers who still insist
on working with them and protect-
ing them in the name of “civil lib-
erties” and the Stalinist reputation
for “hard work.”

The new drive of the Nazi-Stalin-
ist combine into the Scandinavian
countries has given additional am-
munition to the pro-ally Roosevel-
tians who are eager to commit the
United States to practically unlim-
ited support of Britain and France.
How the Administration will recon-
cile this eagerness to aid the Allies
with the keep-America-out-of-war
line which it has been espousing re-
‘cently, in the light of the sentiment
of the country, is hard to imagine.
However, all New Dealers here agree
that it would be politically stupid
for them to say to the country what
they are saying privately here in
Washington. About the best formu-
lation they can think of is to demand
from the Democratic convention a
third term, trusting to F.D.R. to

work out his purposes in his owng

way at an appropriate time,

The A. F. of L. is now tops with a
majority of the House Labor Com-
mittee, which a few weeks ago was
listening primarily to C.I.O. lobby-
ists, This hag infuriated the C.LO.
and is calculated to make the F.D.R.

New Deal even less palatable to Mr.
Lewis. Already, this shift of New
Deal sentiment is influencing, in de-
vious ways, other parts of the Ad-
ministration and the A. F. of L. The
tendency should strengthen the
Gréen-Woll-Tobin forceg in the A.
F. of L. These three men represent,
in varying degrees, friendliness to-
ward the New Deal, as long as it
does not play the respective games
of the Stalinists and the C.I.O. The
tendency will unquestionably weaken
Hutcheson and the belligerent Re-
publicans in the Federation and make
it less likely that the A. F. of L.
will oppose en masse the New Deal
in the Fall elections. The A. F. of L.
was inclined to do this as a reprisal
against the Thurman Arnold cam-
paign. Opposition to this campaign
continues as vigorously as before but
it is now taking its place as a eriti-
cism of one special activity of the
Administration and may not neces-
sarily be extended into a blanket
condemnation of all that the New
Deal has represented.

The Socialist Party convention is
reported elsewhere in this paper by
B. Herman who patiently sat thru
every session. I wish to report mere-
ly on the speeches of Marceau Pivert
and Julian Gorkin. Both men made
favorable impressions. Their appear-
ance and highly intelligent presenta-
tioni of international socialism stood
out in marked contrast to the level
of much of the discussion of the
convention, I am informed by news-
paper men who covered the conven-
tion almost as thoroly as your spe-
cial reporter.

THANK YOU
MOST HEARTILY,
TORONTO FRIENDS . ..

for your contribution of $18.00 to
the Workers Age. We are pleased
to acknowledge it thru our paper,
as you requested. We should like
to communicate directly with you,
but we recognize the fact that
Canada's being at war makes it dif-
ficult to do so.

(P.S.0.P.); and Julian Gorkin,
leader of the Spanish P.0.U.M.
All three are outstanding leaders of
the International Revolutionary
Marxist Center and the Internation-
al Workers Front Against War. One
might be led to believe from this
that, in accordance with political
logic, the S.P. would take a stand
with the International Workers
Front. As a matter of fact, the con-
vention failed to implement its
orientation on the war question in
its international relations. In the one
instance in which it gave definite
endorsement to a socialist organiza-
tion abroad, it pledged its special
2id to the Neue Beginnen Group, but
not to the other groups of the Ger-
man socialist movement which are
affiliated to the International Work-
ers Front, and which the convention
failed to mention by name. It also
failed to mention support to the
P.0.U.M.,, the P.S.0.P. or the LL.P.
In international relations, the posi-
tion of the S.P. of America is in
great measure that of its pro-war
minority.

To realize the extent of this poli-
tical contradiction, one must under-
stand that the Neue Beginnen group
is pro-war in general tendency and
that P. Hagen, one of its outstanding
leaders, is now in the Public Inform-
ation Department (the censorship)
of the British government.

CONVENTION AND
SOCIALIST UNITY

The convention also failed to
tackle the question of socialist unity
}'n this country. The letter of greet-
ing sent by the Independent Labor
League of America in which this:
question was raised (published in the
last issue of this paper) received no
consideration at the convention.
Travers Clement, the secretary of
the S.P., did not even feel it neces-
sary to read this document but gave
to the convention a short and select-
ed summary of its contents. No re-
port was given to the delegates of
the decision of the Milwaukee ses-
sion of the N.E.C. of the S.P. to elect
a Committee on Socialist Coopera-
tion, which committee has been
meeting with a similar committee of
the LL.L.A. for some months,

) The problem of a new concentra-
tion of socialist forces which can be
the rallying center for all socialists
and class-conscious forces in this
country, and the problem of an in-
ternational socialist regrouping, can-
not be avoided. It must be faced
frankly and without equivocation
before any substantial and sound de-
velopment of a healthy, united so-
cialist movement can occur.
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