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ON THE “NEW” PARTY AND TROTSKYISM

We publish below the statement of
the National Committee Communist
Party of the U. 8. A. (Opposition) in
connection with its endorsement of the
general resolution of the July 1933
session of the Enlarged Buro of the
International Communist Opposition.

This statement deals awith but two
of the problems raised by the I. C. O.
resolution by way of amplification, the
question of a “new” party and “new”
International and the question of cen-
trism and Trotskyism. In these mat-
ters, as on others, the National Com-
mittee fully agrees with the 1. C. O.
resolution.—Editor.

* % %

1. The National Committee of
the Communist Party of the U. S.
A. (Opposition) agrees with and
endorses the resolution adopted by
the July 1938 session of the En-
larged Buro of the International
Communist Opposition.

* * *

The Question Of A “New” Party
and ‘“New” International

2. The National Committee of
the C. P.-O. categorically rejects
all proposals for the formation of
a new Communist Party in Ger-
many or in the U. S. A. or for
the formation of a new Commun-
ist International. It especially
rejects the political viewpoint
from which these proposals emerge
and declares that its fundamental
objective still remains to unite
and to rehabilitate the Commun-
ist movement in America, in Ger-
many and on a world scale. The
C. P.-0. still remains an organized
tendency in the Communist move-
ment of this country, just as the
I. C. O. is internationally.

3. The champions of the “new
party” orientation for Germany
put forward three arguments, not
always mutually compatible: (a)
The C. P. G. has “betrayed” the
proletarian revolution by “allow-
ing” Hitler’'s accession to power,
so that it is no longer a Commun-
ist organization, the formation of
a Communist organization in Ger-
many thus becoming necessary.
This is the official Trotskyist ar-
gument. (b) The failure of the
C. I. and the official C. P.s to
change their tactics in spite of the
lessons of the German catastrophe
proves that it is hopeless to ex-
pect to have any effect upon the
official Communist movement by
fighting as an opposition for a
change of line. (c¢) The C. P. G.
is non-existent organizationally; it
has been destroyed. Therefore, it
is necessary to built up a Com-
munist party in Germany.

4. The first contention, that the
C. P. G. has “betrayed” the revo-
lution, is totally false and leads
logically to an anti-Communist
position. The enormous tactical
errors of the C. P. G., to which
the Communist Opposition has
called attention and which it has
fought vigorously for many years,
certainly paralyzed the German
party and rendered it incapable of
resisting the onslaught of Fasc-
ism and of organizing the prole-
tarian revolution. But under no
circumstances can its conduct be
branded as “betrayal”, which defi-
nitely means an open or covert pact
with the class enemy. No one can
doubt the sincerity and genuine-
ness of the official C. P. G.s op-
position to Fascism at any stage
of development, however much one
may properly criticize its tactics
in fighting the Nazi menace. The
Trotskyite declaration that the C.
P. G. experienced its “August 4"
on January 30, 1933, is nothing
short of monstrous slander, for it
implies that, on January 80, the
Communist Party of Germany sold
out to the German bourgeoisie,
made a pact with it, just as the
German Social-democracy had done
on August 4, 1914, Of the same

The National Committee of
the Communist Party of the
United States (Opposition) has
issued a call for a national con-
ference of the organization to

| December 30 and 31, 1933 and
! January 1, 1934. The order of
business of the conference is:
(1) The international situation

| _

take place in New York City on *

and July 1933 session of the En-
larged Buro of the 1.C.0.—Re-
porter: Jay Lovestone; (2) The
economic situation in the Unit-
ed State, the NRA and the la-
bor movement—Reporter: Will
Herberg; (3) The situation and
tasks of the Communist Oppo-
sition—Reporter: D. Benjamin.

The general discussion is to

open on October 25 and to close
on December 25. 1In this issue
The Workers Age will publish
some of the documents present-
ed for the conference. In fu-
ture issues The Workers Age
will devote one page and a half
to discussion material. All mem-
bers of the C.P.-O. are urged
to participate.

character is the charge that the
S. P. G. and C. P. G. were “equal-
ly responsible” for the triumph of
Fascism. It is not possible to
measure one against the other:
the responsobility of Social-demo-
cracy came from its gross sur-
render of revolutionary Marxist
principles while the responsibility
of the C. P. G. came from its fail-
ure to apply effective tactics to
realize its correct Communist
principles and aims. To insist that
the C. P. G. has committed an act
of betrayal is equivalent to dis-
sociating oneself from the prin-
ciples of Communism.

5. The second contention, that
today the futility of having any
effect upon the official Communist

movement is demonstrated by the
German events, is false upon the
face of it. On the contrary, deve-
lopments in Germany have greatly
confirmed the contention of the
Communist Opposition that it is
quite possible to win the C. L
sections from below. Not only
has the struggle of the C. P. G.-O.,
reinforced by the pressure of
events, forced a virtual right-
about-face in trade union policy
on the part of the official C. P.,
but the relations between the C.
P.-O., on the one hand, and the
official C. P. members and lower
organizations, on the other, have
become tremendously improved and
the possibilities of influencing the

party membership much greater.

5, It is a gross error in fact to
declare that the C. P. G. no longer
exists. It still has at least 25,000
members organized illegally and is
conducting work in most parts of
the country. Any realistic policy
in Germany must be based on the
obvious fact that the C. P. G. cer-
tainly exists, altho greatly reduc-
ed in numbers, and still includes
in its ranks some of the most ad-
vanced and most courageous class
conscious workers of Germany, an
essential element for the -recons-
truction of the C. P. G.

6. The position for a new
party in Germany has important
consequences internationally. If it
is true that the C. P. G. has “be-

trayed” the revolution as a con-

We publish below the declaration
of the minority of the National Com-
miitee of the C.P.-O., consisting of
Comrade Zam, on the international
situation and the recent conference of
the 1.C.0.—Editor.

* % ¥

1. When our group was first es-
tablished it definitely rejected the
objective of tne establishment of
a new Communist Party and work-
ed to restore the Communist Par-
ty of the U, S. A. to a Leninist
line. Even at that time, however,
the perspective of a new Com-
munist Party was not entirely ex-
cluded. We had a dual perspective:
Either (a) our efforts to win the
party to a Leninist line would be
successful and unity would be es-
tablished in that manner, or (b)
the C. P. thru its wrong line, would
continue disintegrating, would be-
come a “shell” and our group, hav-
ing the correct line, would con-
tinue to grow and gain in influ-
ence. We therefore would become
a party. Now, after four years of
bitter experience, we must frank-
ly declare that neither of these per-
spective have seen fulfillment in
reality. What is true in the Unit-
ed States is also true on an inter-
national scale for the Communist
International and for the Interna-
tional Communist Opposition.

2. Already at our last confer-
ence (September, 1932) we were
beginning to modify somewhat this
so-called dual perspective in the
light of the experiences of our
struggle. We substituted the slog-
an: “For International Communist
Unity” in place of the one pre-
viously held: “For the .return of
the Comintern to the tactical line
of Leninism”, in order to make
possible a more inclusive struggle
and more realistic tactics, particu-
larly in relation to forces which
had not previously been in the
Communist movement.

3. The initial steps we took a
year ago in changing our perspec-
tive have been given tremendous
impetus by the catastrophe in Ger-

many.

merely express the most decisive
defeat for the working class in
the entire post-war period, they at
the same time signalize the utter
collapse of the policies of the Com-
munist  International, policies
which, in the critical situation in
Germany, became an objective aid
in the defeat of the working class
and of the revolutionary move-
ment. This cannot be condoned by
the adherence of the bearer of these
policies to the proletarian dicta-
torship, any more than the scab
activities of the “revolutionary”
trade unions in Paterson can be
condoned because they call them-
selves “revolutionary”, At the
same time, the German events al-
so signalize the close of the first
phase of the struggle of the Com-
munist Opposition—a phase dur-
ing which we considered ourselves
as a faction of the Communist
Party, temporarily separated from
the party, fighting to correct the
line of the party thru the pressure
which we should develop.

4. Lenin said: “It too often hap-
pens that when events take a sud-
den turn, even an advanced party
cannot adapt itself to the new
conditions. It goes on repeating
yesterday’s watchwords, watch-
words which, under the new cir-
cumstances, have become empty of
meaning and which have lost mean-
ing unexpectedly, just in propor-
tion as the change in events has
been unexpected. It is mnecessary
to direct ourselves, not by old
formulas, but by new realities.”

This is the situation in which
the International Communist Op-
position movement now finds itself.
To continue along yesterday’s path
today leads only into a blind al-
ley. Yesterday’s tactic has be-
come historically outlived. A new
one is needed.

5. Our general objective, the es-
tablishment of international Com-
munist unity, remains the same
but, in view of the defeat of our
efforts to change the policies and
methods of work of the Commu-
nist International by acting as a

The German events not | faction, it is now necessary that the

For a New Perspective for Our Group
Statement Of The National Committee Minority .

attainment of this objective be
brought about by other means.
Only one alternative is now open
to us if we are to harness our
energies for effective activity for
Communist unity—we must direct
ourselves toward the development
of forces for the establishment in
this country of a new Communist
Party to continue the struggle for
international Communist unity on
a higher plane. There can be no
thought either of establishing such
a party at once or of the group
becoming such a party. Neverthe-
less, this new perspective must be
definitely stated, as the entire di-
rection of our future activities de-
pend on it.

6. The adoption of this new per-
spective, in view of the extended
nature of our struggle, was inevit-
able even without the interven-
tion of the German events. A fac-
tion existing outside the party over
a long period of time and carry-
ing on independent mass work
tends to develop into a party. Al-
ready a year ago we were prob-
ing this perspective. The German
events simply speeded up this de-
velopment. The essential differ-
ence between a party and a faction
is not merely a numerical relation,
altho this is a very important
consideration. A party is united
by fundamental principle but with-
in the party there is not necessarily
any unity on the tactical and strat-
egical course. Within a party, or
even outside a party, factions grow
up basing themselves not merely
on the fundamentals, which are
sufficient for membership in the
party, but in addition on agree-
ment on the current strategical
and tactical problems confronting
a party. In the normal course of
events, these factions can be liqui-
dated thru inner-party struggle.
But, when the factions are invol-
untarily separated from the party
and carry on an independent ex-
istence and activity, new differ-
ences tend to arise within the fac-
tion and the homogeneity of the
faction on current problems disap-

(Continued on Page 2)

sequence of its tactical course,
then the C. P. S. U. and the C. I,
which are at least as responsible
for this course as the C. P. G.
leadership itself, must also be con-
sidered as having “betrayed” the
revolution, i. e., as anti-Commun-
ist. Very obviously, this means a
“new” party in the Soviet Union,
with all that it implies (a bid
for power, civil war, etc.)—a posi-
tion that is openly counter-revolu-
tionary. The call for a new “Com-
munist” International and for new
parties in all countries also fol-
lows directly from this. Exactly
the same conclusions flow from
the position that the official Com-
munist organizations are now
“hopeless” and offer no possibility
of being won to an effective Com-
munist course. For the United
States, too, the “new party”’ at-
titude for Germany has its direct
implications, involving a new
party with a definitely anti-So-
viet orientation in this country.

7. If there is no political or
organizational basis for a new
party in Germany, there is cer-
tainly none for a new Communist
International. Such an Internatio-
nal would very obviously mean an
International without the C. P. S.
U. or else an International stand-
ing for the formation of a “se-
cond” party in the Soviet Union.
Either alternative is impossible
from a Communist viewpoint. The
rehabilitation and the reunification
of the Communist International
still remains our basic slogan.

8. To propose a new Commun-
ist Party in the United States at
the present time means to fly in
the face of all reality. Neither
political nor organizational rela-
tions in the revolutionary move-
ment of this country have changed
materially in the last period of
time. The official Communist Party
still remains in its principles a
Communist organization, in spite
of :its suicidally disruptive and
sectarian tactics. The official Com-
munist Party still remains the
largest and most decisive body of
revolutionary workers in the U. S.
A. The official Communist Party
is today more accessible than ever
to the influence of the Opposition
struggle carried on by our group.
Here too the tested policy of the
Communist Opposition remains
completely wvalid. To wurge the
formation of a new party in the
U. S. A. on the basis primarily of
alleged changes in the Communist
movement in Germany, as do both
the Trotskyites and others, dis-
closes a hopeless divorce from the
actualities of the labor movement
and class relations in the United

States.
* * %*

Centrism And The New Aspect of
Trotskyism

9. A very significant phase of
the present realignment of forces
in the international labor move-
ment is the transformation of
Trotskyism from a tendency in
world Communism to the ideolo-
gical focal point of a new interna-
tional centrist concentration. The
traditional ideology of centrism,
Austro-Marxism, has now comple-
tely exhausted its role and ean no
longer serve its function, so com-
pletely discredited has it become.
Today it is Trotskyism that serves
as the binding force, as the ideo-
logical platform, for the various
groups attempting to crystallize
an international organization “in-
between” the Socialist and Com-
munist Internationals. Trotskyism
is rapidly becoming centrism in
its contemporary classical form.

10. The new program of Trots-
kyism indicates very clearly its es-

sentially centrist character. Its
(Continued on Page 2)
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pears—the faction either prohibits
such differences and grows narrow-
er in composition, as has been the
case with the Trotskyites, or it
permits such differences and tennds
jtself to lose its character as a fac-
tion and become a small party, re-
gardless of the name it gives it-
self. This has been the case of
the C. P.-O.

7. For the C.P.O. the problem of
a new party is not a principle but
a tacticc. We do maintain that
from a class standpoint there can
be only one Communist party in
each country. But this does not
mean that there cannot be more
than one such party for any giv-
en length of time. As a matter of
fact, in this country there have
been times when two Communist
parties eéxisted simultaneously. In
fact this was the normal condition
in the first few years of the ex-
istence of the Communist move-
ment in this country. This has also
been true in other countries and in
the present period we have seen
the simultaneous existence of two
Communist parties in Sweden and
Spain and Alsace. In 1920 Lenin
advocated the formation of two
Communist parties in Englaqd as
a means of overcoming the differ-
ences of the Communists on tac-
tical questions. It is true that in
those days the parallel existence
of Communist parties was a symp-
tom of the formative character of
the Communist movement but can
anyone deny that today we are al-
so going thru a formative process,
which is the positive feature of
the present crisis in the Commu-
nist movement?

8. The rejection of the new par-
ty idea in principle, as is in fact
done by some comrades (“No new
parties where Communist parties
exist”-—Lovestone; ‘“Against new
parties”—-1.C.0.) is based on the
erroneous conception that the of-
ficial Communist parties and the
Communist International are the
sole representatives of Bolshevism.
Should this standpoint be adopt-
ed by the Communist Opposition
there would be left no alternative
but to liquidate and return to the
Comintern. It is just as necessary
to reject this conception as that of
the Trotskyites, that the Commu-
nist International and the official
Communist parties are counter-rev-
olutionary. The adoption of either
conception excludes any struggle
for Communist unity and would
substitute instead the idea that
the entire Communist movement
and all its problems revolve around
one of its factions. For this reason
also it is necessary to reject the
August 1912 block analogy adopt-
ed by the Buro of the I.C.O.

9. The adoption of the perspec-
tive of a new party in other coun-

ditions there. In Germany, Alsace,
Switzerland, Sweden, Norway,
Spain (in some of these countries
parallel {C. P.’s actually exist),
there can be not the slightest
doubt that the time has arrived for
coming out on this new basis. It
is necessary to emphasize, how-
ever, that a new Communist party
can not result from one of the op-
position groups declaring itself
such but from a regrouping of forces
on the basis of Communist fun-
damentals and internal party de-
mocracy, the problems of strategy
and tactics to be decided thru in-
ner-party discussion on a demo-
cratic basis.

10. There can be no talk of the
creation of a new Communist par-
ty in the Soviet Union where the
power is in the hands of the pro-
letariat. A new party there can
only be the equivalent to a strug-
gle for power, that is, civil war.

Consequently all those rejecting
civil war in the Soviet Union as
a means of settling differences on
Russian questions, all those who
recognize the proletarian charac-
ter of the Soviet state, must re-
ject the proposal for a new par-
ty in the Soviet Union. Nor does
the advocacy of new Communist
parties in the capitalist countries
automatically lead to such a con-
clusion for the Soviet Union.

11. A new International will ne-
cessarily result from the establish-
ment of a whole series of new
Communist parties in capitalist
countries, which are willing to co-
operate on an international scale.
Such an International will be a
positive factor in the future of
the working class and of the Com-
munist movement if it is based on
the lines here laid down for in-
dividual parties. It must necessar-
ily exclude any group claiming to
be a “Russian section” and will
necessarily be an international
center for Communist parties in
capitalist countries only. This is
neither a normal, nor a welcome,
nor a permanent phenomenon but
it is forced upon the Communist
Opposition by the negative role
played by the C.P.S.U. in the In-
ternational Communist movement.
A rejection of a new Internation-
al because from it would be ex-
cluded the C.P.S.U. is an aban-
donment of our own “gap” theory.
The new International, if it ever
becomes a reality, must be an in-
ternational instrument in the
struggle for Communist unity. At
the present time, however, the
conditions for the immediate es-
tablishment of such an internation-
al do not yet exist.

12. " The Communist Party (Oppo-
sition) reiterates its evaluation of
Trotskyism as adopted at the last
conference and for that reason it
rejects the “new” evaluation adopt-

tries depends entirely on the con-

THE ‘NEW’ PARTY AND TROTSKYISM,
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fundamental plank is the demand
for a new labor International and
a new workers party as against
both the Socialist and Communist
organizations. The orientation of
this new tendency is already in-
dicated in the joint declaration for
a new International signed by the
Trotskyites, the Socialist Workers
Party of Germany, the Revolu-
tionary Socialist Party of Holland
and the Independent Socialist Par-
ty of Holland (“The Militant”,
September 23, 1933); it is based
fundamentally on the theory of
“betrayal” and brings to explicit
formulation all of the reactionary
consequences of this theory.

11. Altho. it declares itself
against reformism, the Trotskyist
manifesto for a new International
carefully avoids all reference to
Communism, evading even the use
of the term. “Revolutionary So-
cialism”, “Marxism” and many

other phrases abound but not
Communism. The scrupulous avoid-
ance of the very term in a docu-i
ment urging the formation of a

]Soviet Union, which is the tradi-

ed by the Buro of the I.C.O., just

new labor International is a vir-
tual renunciation of Communism,
a practical dissociation from it.
The demand of the Trotskyites
that the traditional twenty-one
conditions for admittance into the
Communist International be “rad-
ically revised” is seen to be of
similar significance, when it is re-
membered that these “twenty-one
points” were first formulated as a
means of radical differentiation of
Communism from centrism,

12. Altho it declares itself for
the proletarian dictatorship, the
Trotskyist Manifesto for a new In-
ternational carefully avoids all re-
ference to soviets as the form of
the proletarian dictatorship. The
deliberate refusal even to mention
the soviets likewise constitutes a
virtual renunciation of the funda-
mental principles of Communism.

+ 13. The specific Trotskyist col-
oring of the new centrism is pro-
vided by its attitude towards the

tional Trotskyist position carried

as we rejected the first attempts
at this new evaluation last year.
The latest documents of the Trot-
sky group bear out the correctness
of this evaluation—that is, the
left sectarian character of the
Trotsky group. This is embodied
in their “eleven points” and in
their declaration for a new Inter-
national, in which they endeayor
to base such a new International

munism, but on the well-thumbed
Trotskyite dogmas which they en-
deavor to raise to the new level of
fundamental Marxian “principles.”
The flirtations of Trotskyites with
various centrist and near-Commu-
nist organizations is no more in-
dication of their abandonment of
Communism than the alliance of
the Communist Party with the
C.P.L.A.
that, on one point, Thermidor, in
whatever form, the Trotskyites
separate themselves from the rest
of the Communist movement. An
abandonment of this point is the
only condition for their admission
into a united Communist move-
ment and this must also be the con-
dition with regard to a new Com-
munist Party.

At the present time, the effects
of the crisis have caused thous-
ands of workers to abandon their
Social-democratic illusions, while
the sectarian course of the Com-
munist parties made it difficult
for them to move to Communism.
Consequently, a whole series of
centrist parties has developed, dif-
fering in many essential character-
isties from classical centrism (Aus-
tro-Marxism). This centrism still
bears a dual character, but differs
from the centrist parties of the
period of 1920-1922 as follows: At
that time there was a powerful
movement of the workers to the
Communist International, so pow-
erful indeed that the C. I. was
compelled to take measures to keep
out some elements; consequently
the main characteristic of the cen-
trist parties was to prevent the
working class from breaking with
Social-democracy. At the present
time, however, there is no power-
ful movement to the Comintern
but there is the opposite move-
ment. Consequently the centrist
parties, to the extent that they
help break the workers from So-
cial-democracy, are performing a
function which the Communist par-
ties cannot do. Of course, the cen-
trist parties still remain centrist
parties but the latter characteristic
as well as the entire situation, and
the fact of the continual leftward
movement of these parties (for
instance the I.L.P.), necessitate a
new tactic in our attitude toward
them—a tactic aiming at the con-
version of these parties to Commu-
nism rather than their destruction

to its ultimate counter-revolution-

and the absorption of their mass-
es in the Communist parties. In

ary extreme. The Communist Par-
ty, the trade unions, the soviets
in the U. 8. S. R. and all other
organizations of the workers are
declared to have been “destroyed”
by. the “Stalinist burocracy”,
yvhlch is supposed to represent the
interests of elements alien to the
proletariat. A definite approach
is made to urging the formation
of a new party in the U. S. S. R.
and even the prospect of civil war
is being tentatively raised in
Trotskyist literature. It is this
overt antj Soviet attitude that has
made posstble such an easy rap-
prochement between Trotskyism
and centrism.

14. Just as the centrists are
rapidly borrowing the specific
ideology of Trotskyism on the
“Russian question”, so are the
Trotskyites taking over the point
of view of centrism on the tasks
facing the working class in Ger-
many. Trotsky’s sudden cham-
pionship of the demand for the
restoration of bourgeois democra-
¢y as a political system (the
Weimar Republic) as a transition
program for anti-Fascist struggle
in Germany, is an outstanding ex-
ample of this process. Coming
from different directions, the two
tendencies are now merging.

15. The regrouping of centrist
forces on the basis of Trotskyism

not on the fundamentals of Com-,

It is necessary to repeat.

tic concretely, the unity of the
centrist parties will undoubtedly
be destroyed but it holds greater
promise of gains for Communism
than the pursuit of the older but
today outworn tactic of the de-
struction of the centrist parties.
14. In connection with the above
problems the C.P.-O. must express
itself on a series of concrete is-
sues which threaten mot only to
destroy the I.C.O. but also to bring
great damage to the international
Communist movement.

(a) The C.P.-O. stands for the
maintenance of the unity of the
1.C.0. It therefore differentiates
itself from the measures which
have resulted in the “expulsion” of
the Communist Party of Sweden
from the I.C.O., while at the same
time not endorsing the standpoint
of the Swedish comrades on the
various controversial questions.
Realizing that this is a period
when the greatest freedom of dis-
cussion is not only necessary but
unavoidable, during which it might
even be necessary to forego cer-
tain measures of formal discipline,
the C.P.-O. regrets that steps have
been taken by the Buro of the I.
C.O. which lay it.open to the at-
tack of Comintern methods. The
C.P.-0. urges that these measures
be rescinded and all differences
submitted to a thoro discussion of
the entire membership of the var-
ious groups of the I.C.O.

(b) The C.P.-0. is of the opinion
that a serious error was commit-
ted by the Buro of the I.C.O. in
not attending the Paris conference
of independent parties and groups.
We believe that this was an act
of sectarian isolation. Regardless
of the differences the Buro had
with the purpose of this confer-
ence, it would in no way have com-
mitted itself to anything by at-
tending, while at the same time it
would have had a splendid opportun-
ity of strengthening its ties with
other groups and of presenting
its position to large sections of
workers unacquainted with it.

(¢c) The C.P.-O. rejects the pro-
posal of the Buro of the I. C. O.
for a block with the Comintern
against Trotskyites and the cen-
trists in defence of Bolshevism.
Such a block presupposes that the
Comintern at present is capable of
defending Bolshevism against its
enemies, and that it recognizes us
as the defenders of Bolshevism.
If either of these premises were
correct, then automatically the
need for such a block would dis-

appear, for then organic unity
would be possible. These premi-
ses do not exist. Consequently

the. achievement of such a block,
which is highly impracticable,
would also become unprincipled.

(d) The policy of the I.C.O. with

regard to the LL.P. of England

torious “August 1912 block”. Just

tendencies, running all the way
from open reformism to self-styl-
ed ultra-radicalism. Today, as then,
the ideology of Trotskyism is the

1912 block was, in its political es-
sence, an opportunistic concentra-
tion against Bolshevism on the
platform of the democratization
of the Czarist power, so is the
concentration against Communism
This is the meaning of the new
stage of development of Trotsky-
ism,

16. The centrist transformation
of Trotskyism discloses the un-
principledness of this tendency.
After parading for years as the
“left of the left”, as “Bolshevik-
Leninists Left Communists”, after
hanging on to the party as its
spineless tail-end, a partner to all
its sectarian crimes with only a
gesture of verbal criticism to ab-
solve it, the Trotsky group has
overnight made a complete right-
about-face, breaking with the of-
ficial Communist movement, turn-
ing its back upon it and all its or-
ganizations and activities.

binding force. Just as the August\

the course of working out this tac- I(“Against a new party”) must re-

sult disastrously for the I.C.O. and
can only help throw the leftward
moving workers into the arms either
of the Comintern or of the Trot-
skyites. We cannot propose to a
party which is in the process of
becoming a Communist party, that
it act only as a faction of a much
smaller party, or as a faction of
an International which refuses it
admittance, The cause of Com-
munist unity can best be served in
England and internationally by the
I. L. P. declaring itself a Commu-
nist Party, entering the struggle
for Communist unity as a party
and proposing to the Comintern,
as a condition for unity, the aban~
donment of the sectarian course
and burocratic regime. The I. C.
O. must work in this direction.

(e) While we have correctly
stuggled against a situation in the
International Communist move-
ment where one party (the Soviet
Party) has assumed a monopoly of
leadership in the international
movement, we have not been suf-
ficiently careful to combat simi-
lar tendencies in the I.C.O., where
the German group has more and
more tended to assume a monopoly
of leadership in the I.C.0.—quite
possibly not voluntarily so, but as
a result of actual relations. This
situation must be changed by tak-
ing the necessary political and or-
ganizational measures (location of
I.C.O. center, composition of lead-
ing body, ete.)

THE. C. P. AND THE NEEDLE
STRIKE IN HARTFORD
Hartford, Conn.

In Hartford over 400 needle
workers walked out on a strike for
better working conditions, higher
wages, against the sweatshops and
for the recognition of the union.
The Communist Party was out of
the picture. They had to do some-
thing about the strike. At first
they sent their people to talk to
the girls. They tried to discredit
our comrades. They had the inten-
tion to demoralize the workers
We saw to it that they were re-
moved from the meeting place.
Then they printed a leaflet urging
the strikers not to trust the lead-
ers, telling them to join the N.T.
W.I.U. The women refused to listen
to them. They tore up the leaf-
lets.

In the cleaning and dyeing in-
dustry the party was able to se-
cure the leadership. The local
newspapers came out with a story
about the T.U.U.L. being a Com-
munist organization. The T.U.U.
L. denied the fact. The reporter of
the “Hartford Courant” went to
the union headquarters and found
on the walls the following pictures:
Mexican Revolution, Hunger
‘Marches, Death of Harry Simms

Of course no denial will take the
“Red” scare away.

e —————————————————————————————
e —————————————————————————

really constitutes. a revival, under ited States as everywhere else that
present-day conditions, of the no-:the political justification for this

sudden change of position in the

as in 1912, a concentration is to-! American class struggle it finds
day taking place of heterogeneousi exclusively in some alleged deve-

lopments in Germany! In losing
what it had of Communist char-
acter, Trotskyism has not gained
any organic connection with the
labor movements of the various
countries; it still remains without
roots in its own conditions, a mere
international extension of Russian
Trotskyism in its new formr.

17. The international renais-
sance of centrism, largely under
the cloak of the Trotskyist ideolo-
gy, Trepresents a definite obstacle
in the way of the revival and re-
habilitation of world Communism
0 necessary to-day, an obstacle
furthermore to the crystallization
and progress of a genuine left
movement inside the Socialist In-
ternational. It is the duty of the
International Communist Opposi-
tion to do everything in its power
to prevent this centrist crystalli-
zation into new “Communist” par-
ties,nationally and internationally,

holding firm to its fundamental
objective of winning the Commun-

It is! ist movement back to the funda-
characteristic of the fundamental mental tactical course of Lenin-

nature of Trotskyism in the Un-'ism.

DIECUSSION SUPPLEMENT

N. R. A. and the Labor Movement

1. The American labor move-
ment has entered a new period of
development. The years of apathy
and inertia, of organizational de-
cline and moral decay, which
threatened the very existence of
unionism in this country, have now
definitely come to an end. A wave
of strikes and labor struggles is
engulfing the country. The ideas
of unionism and of organization
are permeating the most backward
sections of the American working
class. Hundreds of thousands of
workers are pouring into the
American Federation of Labor and
its unions, so that already the or-
ganized labor movement is reach-
ing its record highest point of 1918-
19. A new spirit of self-confidence
and militancy is inspiring the trade
union membership and even the

most conservative officials have to

pay their respects to it. At the
same time, there are difficulties
ahead on the labor horizon. The
relations between the trade union
movement, on the one hand, and
the government and organized
capitalists on the other, are fast
approaching a crisis, which may
bring disastrous consequences un-
less labor is prepared for the test.
And inside the trade unions there
is as yet no national left wing
movement or organization to pro-
vide the militant and far-seeing
leadership that is so acutely need-
ed today. The situation today is
a challenge to all class conscious
workers, but above all to the Com-

munists.

The N. R. A. and the Unions

2. The upsurge in the l_ab?r
movement is taking place within
the framework of the NRA. The
profound transformation of the so-
cio-economic relations in this coun-
try embodied in the NRA has the
most far-reaching implications for
the labor movement and for the
working class of the United States.
The main outlines of policy and
tactics of American labor in the
next period of time will have to be
framed on the basis of the new
situation created by the NRA.

3. As a systematic plan of eco-
nomic recovery thru reemployment
by shortening the work-week an
thru increasing buying power by
minimum wage provisions, the
NRA is already a failure. The
question of the effects of the NRA
is greatly obscured by the fact
that it began its operations after
the beginnings of an upturn had
already become visible, an upturn
which is substantially world-wide
in its scope.

The maximum work-week pro-
vided for in the codes are far
too high to allow any substan-
tial reemployment and the real
efect of the minimum wage
provisions has hitherto been to
“gtabilize” the sub-starvation wage
levels of the depression, to reduce
prevailing rates to minimum rates,
feaving real general wage totals not
much changed from what they are
today after four years of crisis
and merciless wage cutting. From
the NRA as a measure of economic
recovery labor has nothir_lg to ex-
pect except continued failure and
the inevitable reactionary reper-
cussions of such failure.

4. From a long-range view-
point the most fundamental aspect
of the NRA for the labor move-
ment is its influence upon the b?.sw
class relations of labor and capital,
upon trade unionism and lab01.' or-
ganization. This influence is a
complicated and many-sided one
and must be understood in its
manifoldness if labor is to be able
to measure up to the tasks of the
difficult and uncertain future.

5. The menace that the NRA
holds out to organized labor comes
from several directions: (a) The
NRA elevates class collaboration
into a fundamental govern;nental
policy. (b) The very operations of
the NRA organizes the employers
automatically on a nation-wide and
all-inclusive scale, thus immensely
strengthening the relative power
of organized capital against organ-
jzed labor. (c) Yet labor gets
no more than the official re-
cognition of its right to organize,
a right in the realization of which
the workers are already meet_mg
with the increasingly open resist-
ance of the NRA. (d) The gravest
menace to unionism lies in the fact
that, by taking over full control
of wages and hours and assuming
the power of interfering in the in-
ner concerns of the labor organiz-
ations, the NRA is undermining
the very basis of unionism by at-
tempting to deprive it of its es-
sential functions. The carefully
planned drive of the NRA to trans-
form the genuine working class
unions in the A. F. of L. into vir-
tual Fascist “corporate unions”
(see Section 13c below) is a strik-
ing dramatization of this menace.

(e) 1t is the openly avowed policy
and increasingly common practise
of the NRA to suppress strikes and
discourage and stifle industrial
conflicts as part of the administra-
tion of the act. The very right to
strike and to picket are at stake.
(f) By direct statement, by inter-
pretation and by everyday prac-
tise, the NRA has made the open
shop universal and, legally at least,
banned the closed (union) shop,
employing for that purpose the
traditional logic of the open shop-
pers. (g) In the same way, and in
spite of Section 7a, the NRA often

ditends to strengthen the position of

company unionism in industry and
even to encourage its growth
(steel, automobile). (h) Practical
experience has shown that the
operation of the NRA tends to
destroy wage differentials between
skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled
workers and reduce all scales to
the minimum level.

Vantage Points
For Labor

6. It would be a grave error,
however, to stop at this point. It
musl be recognized that under the
impact of the NRA, there has been
created a situation full of vantage
points for a labor movement which
is alive, militant and realistic. It
must be recognized that, under the
impact of the NRA, certain chan-
ges are taking place of consider-
able benefit to the working class
and to trade unionism. Of course,
these elements of the situation are
far from having been intended by
the sponsors of the “New Deal”
and are even less welcome to them.
But neither the avowed objectives
of the Recovery Act nor all of
General Johnson’s deliverance from
on high can change the inner logic
of social relations. It is necessary
for the workers to grasp this logic
of events in order to take proper
advantage of it under difficult cir-
cumstances.

7. Supplementing the normal
effect of the recent upturn in the
economic situation, the objective
effect of the NRA has clearly been
to help unleash a wave of strikes
and labor struggles thru all parts
of the country. The constant public
discussion of such matters as
wages and hours and conditions of
labor and the mere wording of
Section 7a, fortified by some of the
earlier demagogy of the NRA,
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of L. leadership, trade union prac-
tise in recent months has been
growing more and more militant.
The realization has begun to pen-
etrate considerable sections of the
workers that if they want to gain
anything in these times they must
put up a fighting front and not
weaken until victory is won and
that any yielding or reliance upon
the employers is fatal.

10. The very vigor of the move-
ment has again demonstrated the
complete inadequacy of craft un-
ionism in the face of modern mass
production industry and the indis-
pensability of industrial unionism.
Not only are those unions that
have made the biggest advance
either partly or entirely industrial
in structure but there is a strong
tendency towards amalgamation
and unification in those industries
in which craft unionism has hither-
to held complete sway and where
it is now being felt as an almost
insuperable obstacle to expansion
(auto, metal trades, rubber). In
spite of the resistance of the old-

ment is bound to prove strong
enough to break thru even the
hidebound traditions of the A. F.
of L. (the “plant union” system,
ete.).

11. The powerful drive towards
the A. F. of L. and towards the
unity of the trade union movement
generally is an outstanding char-
acteristic of the present period.
Under the Blue Eagle, unity with-
in the A. F. of L. is vitally neces-
sary in the barest interests of self-
defense and this is being increas-
ingly  appreciated everywhere.
Never was dual unionism of what-
ever variety more dangerous to
labor’s cause than today.

12, The advantages of this si-
tuation labor can reap not as a
free grant made by the NRA but
as gains to be snatched from the
grasp of the enemy, by organiza-
tion, by solidarity, by militancy.
The upbuilding of the labor move-
ment today, its organizational
strengthening and fighting power,
are a matter of unremitting class

line craft union chiefs, the move-

13. The new situation in the
labor movement, so closely con-
nected with the NRA, is arousing
the gravest concern on the part of
the American bourgeoisie and its
government, which expected quite
other consequences from the NRA,
namely the permanent “pacifica-
tion” of the workers thru an elab-
orate government machinery of re-
gimentation. The reaction of the
bourgeoisie, its counter-attack a-
gainst the upsurge of the labor
movement, is taking the following
lines: (a) As soon as the new
strike wave became obvious, the
NRA set to work setting up a
complete machinery of strike sup-
pression and strikebreaking, cul-
minating in the National Labor
Board. Taking the cue from Gen-
eral Johnson, who has repeatedly
declared that “public opinion will
not tolerate strikes”, the entire
NRA publicity machine is being
devoted to the discouragement of
labor militancy in all its aspects.
Depending on circumstances, the
NRA has not hesitated to proceed
to more positive measures, to the
prohibition of picketing, to police
terror, to active strike-breaking.
(b) Similar steps are being taken
by the NRA to counteract the ex-
traordinary growth of unionism
and the influx of the workers into
the A. F. of L. The progressive
whittling down of even the abs-
tract right to collective bargaining
contained in Section 7a, the numer-
ous “interpretations” and “declar-
ations”, the merit clause permitted
in the automobile code, the aid and
comfort given to company union-
ism under cover of the “impartial”
NRA referendum, the positive of-
ficial statements of the NRA
against the union (closed) shop, the
repeated appeals of NRA author-
ities against “haste” in organiza-
tion tending to “impede recovery”,
cannot be misunderstood in their
intent and object. (c) Most im-
portant of all is the drive now be-
ing seriously undertaken by the
NRA to put over what might be
called the system of “NRA union-
ism.” This system of labor or-

have naturally enough created the
impression among workers and

middle class that strikes and labor
unionism are now “respectable”,
“legal”, “guaranteed by the NRA”,
and what not. The pent-up re-
sentment of four years of bitter
crisis is at last breaking thru.

8. For the same reasons, the
last few months have witnessed an
almost phenomenal growth of
many A. F. of L. unions, often
coming as the result of vigorous
and widespread organization driv-
es. As significant is the wides-
pread sentiment for unionization
so keenly felt today among large
sections of quite backward work-
ers.

9. Altho the theory of class col-
laboration is still officially retain-

sympathetic elements of the lower.

ganization, as original'y proposed
by Dudley Cates and recently
championed by General Johnson at
the A. F. of L. convention, involves
the establishment of so-called
“vertical” (industrial) unions, each
entirely divorced from the similar
organizations in other industries,
completely deprived of their char-
acter as independent fighting or-
ganizations against the employers
and subjected to an official system
of government supervision and

control (the “absolute veto” of the
government, according to General
Johnson). In substance, these or-
ganizations would be nothing but
Fascist “corporate unions”, poles
apart from even the most conser-
vative A. F. of L. unions, which

ed in all its features by the A. F.

are at bottom working class bodies.

Counter-Attack of the Bosses

struggle against the employers.

The attempt to convert the A. F.
of L. unions into such govern-
ment “unions” must necessarily
fail, because the A. F. of L. unions
are genuine working class organ-
izations; so also must fail all at-
tempts to establish Fascist or
semi-Fascist government “unions”
in general under any non-Fascist
regime. But the determined cam-
paign of the NRA to bring about
such “unions” will obviously take
on the form of an attack, gradual-
ly becoming more and more open,
against the A. F. of L. itself.

The Attitude of
Trade Unionism

14. The impact of the new sit-
uation has not been unfelt in the
trade union movement itself. The
original, almost universal intoxica-
tion of the workers with the NRA
is already beginning to be dissi-
pated, especially among the organ-
ized trade unionists, and a spirit
of sober realism, dissatisfaction
and keen anxiety is taking its place
(the recent A. F. of L. convention).
This growing disillusionment with
the rainbow promises of the NRA
has not had a depressing effect;
on the contrary, it seems to be
stimulating the revival of milit-
ancy and fighting power of the
masses of the union membership,
since the realization is spreading
that nothing will be gained and
much lost if a solid, determined
and unwavering front is not put
up.

15. The influx of hundreds of
thousands of hitherto unorganized
workers into the A. F. of L. unions
will have many serious consequen-
ces and raise many grave prob-
lems before the labor movement.
While they may easily serve as a
decisive force, germinating a new
spirit of struggle, militancy and
power in these organizations, it
is not altogether out of the ques-
tion that their backwardness and
lack of labor traditions and ex-
perience may be used by the buro-
cracy to make them into a sup-
port for the conservative official-
dom. It is to a very large degree
a question of the character and
direction of their assimilation in
the labor movement, and thus of
the effectiveness of the left wing
and progressive forces in the un-
ions.

16. In the trade union buro-
cracy itself, important realign-
ments are today under way. While
the officialdom generally remains
thoroly pro-NRA, definite voices of
dissatisfaction and protest are be-
ing heard in many quarters with
the provisions of the codes and
with their operation. In general
the situation has made for the
emergence to the fore of the more

certain sense, less conservative
sections of the burocracy, as dra-
matized in the partial shelving of
Mr. Woll and the revolt against
craft fetishism at the A. F. of L.
convention. As against these ele-
ments are the standpatters and
ultra-reactionaries who refuse com-
pletely to recognize anything new
and who bitterly resist even the
slightest modification of the hide-
bound and outworn traditions of
the A. F. of L. In the lower ranks
especially is the former tendency
making headway. In spite of
everything, however, there is still
no genuine progressive and left
wing movement in existence on a
national scale.

17. The recent Washington con-
vention of the A. F. of L. brought
to expression the current tenden-
cies of the labor movement as re-
flected in the distorted mirror of
the labor officialdom. The growing
militancy of the workers and their
confident fighting spirit were def-
initely altho somewhat uneasily
recognized by the convention. The
tremendous growth of union mem-
bership was documented in the fig-
ures presented. The surprising
strength of the sentiment against
craft unionism and for amalgama-
tion in some form or other showed
the direction of the movement, as
did also the increased demand for
“new blood” in the leadership of
the A. F. of L. Without passing
judgment on its merits, the anti-
German boycott resolution, adopt-
ed in spite of certain pressure
from the State Department, is im-
portant not only in itself but as
indicating a definite break with
the narrow provincialism of the
American labor movement and the
broadening of its international out-
look. Nor can one overlook the
importance of the fact that the
convention failed to pass the usual
resolution against the recognition
of the Soviet Union and specific~
ally excluded the U. S. S. R. from
the condemnatory resolution on
Germany, in both cases against
the open resistance of Matthew
Woll. Most significant of all, how-
ever, were the general feeling of
dissatisfaction expressed with the
operation of the NRA (inadequate
reemployment, reduction of wage
differentials, automatic organiza-
tion of the employers “while labor
is left to shift for itself”) and the
universal opposition to General
Johnson’s insidious proposal to des-
troy genuine unionism in favor of
virtual Fascist “unions.” But at
the convention there was not one
single representative of a left wing
or genuinely progressive move-
ment inside the A. F. of L.

The Great Test
Of Experience

18. The new situation in the la-
bor movement has come as a deci-
sive test of the principles, policies
and tactics of the various labor
political tendencies and organiz-
ations in this country. Only the
Communist Opposition has really
stood this test.

19. The Socialist Party, consid-
ered as an organization and with-
out regard to the opinions or ae-
tivities of individuals or groups,
has shown no understanding of
recent developments. Its originai
attitude to the NRA was the crud-
est reformism, nothing but capitul-
ation to the synthetic hysteria
worked up by the bourgeoisie. Its
subsequent course has been mark-
ed by incredfibile confusion and
vacillation, completely unfitting it
for effective leadership. As far
as the new problems of the trade
union movement are concerned, the
S. P. has consistently refused to
work out a policy and has been
satisfied to trail passively behind
the conservative trade union of-
ficialdom.

20. For the Communist Party,
the new situation in the Ilabor
movement has meant the clearest
possible exposure of the complete
falsity of its trade union policy
and tactics. Its fantastic prophe-
cies of the collapse of the A. F. of

“up-to-date”, “modern” and, in a

(Continued on Page 4)
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L. and the glorious future of the
dual T. U. U. L. unions have been
thoroly smashed by events. But,
characteristically enough, the C. P.
refuses to recognize the new situa-
tion and its implications; it per-
sistently attempts to minimize and
to talk away the revival of the la-
bor movement and the growth of
the A. F. of L. It has limited its
criticism of the NRA to meaning-
less phrases and abstract attacks
and it persistently attempts to
minimize and talk away the great
revival of the labor movement an
the growth of the A. F. of L. So
far has this gone, indeed, that the
official Communist press is willing
to attribute gains of the workers
to the beneficence of the NRA
rather than to admit that it is
possible for A. F. of L. unions to
put up militant and successful
struggles in behalf of the workers.
In the face of the complete prac-
tical collapse of its trade union
policies, the official C. P. is reviv-
jng in the crassest form its old-
line sectarian theories in their
worst “third-period” form. L,

The old “company union”
theory, according to which the A.
F. of L. unions are really capital-
istic organizations of the same
kind as company unions, ls Now
again officially recognized, pre-
eisely at the time when _thls theory
is practically bankrupt in the face
of the facts. Precisely when the
reactionary character of dual un-
jonism is becoming more obvious
than ever, the dual unionist theor}i
of union-splitting and “Red’
unions is again in full favor with-
out qualification. The current
practise of the T. U. U, L. is In
full consonance with the C. P.
theory—scabbery and “underse_ll-
ing” to the bosses, “shop commit-
tee recognition” agreements that
are a practical invitation to com-
pany unionism, appeals to the
NRA to bolster up the “Red” un-
jons against the A. F. of L., etc.
The virtual resurrection of the
complete system of dual unionist
trade union tactics, at the expense
of the half and quarter turns .of
the past few years, was dramatiz-
ed at the Cleveland conference
fiasco.

21. The C. P. L. A. has been
losing all standing in the trade
union movement and most of its
influence in it, as a result of its
alliance -with the C. P., which has
made it a miserable tail-end to the
official Communist Party in its
anion splitting adventures, with
only a weak gesture of protest
here and there. Owing to its right-
about-face in trade union tactics,
the C. P. L. A. has acquired all
of the odium of the official C. P.
without any of its revolutionary
prestige.

22. The Trotskyites have never
had an independent trade union
policy. Unable to develop any
viewpoint of their own on any
question on which Trotsky has not
given pontifical utterance, they
have—at least until their recent
“change of orientation”—clung to
the coat-tails of the official party,
railing and scolding. Tkey look
upon the upsurge of the 1;11301'
movement with uneasy suspicion
and regard the spread of A. F. of
L. influence and organization as a
fact but an unfortunate one. They
are ready, it seems, to “suspend”,
temporarily and partially, their
customary dual unionism and per-
force make some “little” conces-
sion to reality—but only for a lit-
tle while. The exact character. of
the trade union policy of the Trot-
skyites under the “new orienta-
tion” is not yet clear.

23. Only the Communist Oppo-
gition has been able to forecast the
main tendencies of development of
the labor movement and to outline
the proper Marxist tactics for the
Communists. Of all Communist
forces, only the C. P.-O. has been
able to make significant headway
with the upsurge of trade union-
jsm. The Communist Opposition
forecast the rapid growth of the
A. F. of L. and the rise of the
strike wave. The Communist Op-
position defeated in theory and in

practise the disruptive sectarian |

tactics of the official C. P. and
championed, also in theory and in

| ancy.

practise, the traditional tactics of
Leninism based on the struggle
for trade union unity and n;x!;t-
The Communist Opposition
alone made a realistic analysis of
the NRA and of the situation
created by it and alone was able
to present an effective program for
lahor under the new situation. And
finally it was the Communist Op-
position alone of all labor political
groups which has been able to
play an active and leading part
in the recent great struggles of
labor and only the Commun-

d|ist Opposition has been able io

ethance tremendously its prestige
as an organization among large
greups of workers.
* * *
A Program For The Labor Move-
ment Today

24. On the basis of the above
analysis of the present situation
and tendencies in the labor move-
ment, we propose the following
program of action for unionism
today:

a. A united nation-wide organ-
ization drive to unionize the basic
industries in the A. F. of L.

b. The organization of a nation-
wide strike movement for the fol-
lowing demands: union recognition,
rise in wages to meet rising cost
of living and to increase buying
power, the shortening of hours to
allow for real reemployment, etc.

¢. The dcfense of the right to
strike and 1o picket.

d. For tae union shop. Against
the open shop in all its forms (“in-
terpretations” of Section 7a, the
merit clause, ete.).

e. The organization of a cam-
paign to smash company unionism.

f. For the class indepndence of
trade unionism. Against class col-
laboration and “NRA unionism.”

g. For amalgamation and in-
dustrial unionism.

h. For trade union unity inside
the A. F. of L. Against dual un-

jonism in all its forms.

i. For greater democracy in the

trade uniggs. For the building up
of a broad and responsible shop
stewards movement. For the en-
largement of the Executive Coun-
cil of the A. F. of L. to include
representatives of all big interna-
tional unions.
j. For the removal of all res-
trictions upon colored workers
joining the trade unions. For the
abolition of all jim-crowism .and
discrimination in the trade unions.
k. For social insurance, e§peci-
ally Federal unemployment insur-
ance. )

1. For independent labor polit-
ical action. For a Labor party.

25. One of the greatest prob-
lems facing the trade unions today
is the assimilation of the millions
of new members without any tra-
ditions and experience into the
labor movement. It will depend
largely on the progressive elements
m the unions, and to a considerable
extent on the Communist Opposi-
tion, to what degree these new
strata are really assimilated and
in what direction, as a leaven for
militancy and new life or as a pas-
sive support of conservatism.

26. The effective struggle for
this program of action and the
proper assimilation of the new ele-
ments as well as the other vital
tasks of the trade union move-
ment in this period cannot pos-
sibly be realized without building
up a new left wing-progressive
movement as the crystallization of
the growing progressive sentiment
in the ranks of labor. The drive
for the revival of the organized
progressive movement in the trade
unions can, under present day cir-
cumstances, come only from the
Communist Opposition and other
militant elements (left S. P. mem-
bers, etc.) working with it. This
is the great historical mission
which the present turn in the labor
movement places upon the Com-
munist Opposition and which we
must fulfill in spite of our extre-
mely meager resources and the

tremendous obstacles in the way.
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The history of centrism both na-
tionally and internationally clear-
ly establishes the following:

1. Centrism is not a fit weapon
with which to correct the tactical
line of the Communist party. It
is undeniable that many Commu-
nist parties in the years 1918-1920
made very serious tactical errors
(abstained from revolutiongsy use
of parliaments, despaired of feasi-
bility of revolutionary work in the
trade unions, etc.). And it is, more-
over, true that, on several of these
questions, the centrists had a cor-
rect line. But, because of the un-
soundness at bottom of their gen-
eral political position, the centrist
parties could exert no influence in
correcting the mistakes of the Com-
munist Party—which, with all its
mistakes, was after all following a
sound fundamental program in
general—let alone take the place of
the Communist parties.

Since its inception, the I.C.0. has
carried on a stubborn fight against
the tactical mistakes of the C. I.,
the C.P.G., and other sections. But
it has conducted this fight strictly
on the basis of the fundamental

1

Communist position. Qur experien-
ces in Germany after the seizure
of power by the Fascists have con-
firmed the fact that our critical
methods are the only feasible ones.

2. The experience of the last fif-
teen years shows clearly that the
strongest centrist parties, even the
whole centrist International itself,
go thru a short period of lively
activity and then break up, pre-
cisely for the reason that they
split up into a definite reformist
wing and into a Communist wing.
This experience is confirmed, fur-
thermore, by the history of the So-
cialist Workers Party of Germany;
it started to become the revolution-
ary mass party of Germany but it
has steadily lost members since its
inception and has already suffer-
ed a split. It is not possible in
the long run to consolidate organi-
zations which attempt to follow a
“middle” position between open re-
formism and Communism. Such
organizations are destined to fail,
since part of their adherents are
bound to move forward to Com-
munism and others to fall back to
open reformism.

We are firmly persuaded, there-
fore, that organizations which at-
tempt to build nationally and in-
ternationally on a centrist base
such as is indicated in the Brus-
sels resolutions carry within them-
selves the seed of splits and disso-
lution.

The decisive test of workers or-
ganizations is the revolution, the
immediate struggle for power. The
example of the U.S.P.D. during the
years 1918-1919 in Germany af-
fords a very clear instance of how
centrist parties meet this decisive
test. The perpetual oscillation of
the U.S.P.D. between revolution
and counter-revolution, between
bourgeois democracy and proletar-
ian dictatorship, between revolu-
tionary struggle and rotten com-
promise, led to the defeat of the
German working class at every de-
cisive situation.

The attempt to build up an or-
ganization on a centrist base to
challenge the authority of the Com-
munist party nationally and in-
ternationally can lead today to but
one definite result, namely, to give
aid and comfort to reformism and
to extend its influence among the
workers, even tho reformism is
patently bankrupt in its strongest
section, Germany. Such an attempt,
therefore, does not work in the di-
rection of revolutionary Marxism
but rather runs counter to it. It
doesn’t lead to the unity of the
working class on a revolutionary
basis as its proponents maintain.
On the contrary, it will bring on
further splits, disorganization, con-
fusion and disintegration, thus
halting and retarding the renewal
of the working class struggle
against victorious Fascism in Ger-
many and the massing of Fascist
strength in other countries.

* =

The Need For Unity!

These considerations explain
why the I.C.O. refuses to take part
in an international conference
whose avowed purpose is the for-

Against a New Intern’l
Letter Of The I. C. O. To The Paris Conference

mation of a centrist International
and the bolstering up of the cen-
trist Socialist Workers Party in
Germiany On the other hand, the
I.C.0. will be ready at any time
and place to work shoulder to
shoulder with the independent So-
cialist parties for such particular
aims as will strengthen the work-
ing class in its struggle against
Fascism and tend to consolidate its
fighting strength. We maintain
that the mutual cooperation of all
workers organizations in opposition
to Fascism is not only feasible but
urgently necessary. Should the
conference wish to further this
aim, it would be bound, of course,
to give up the idea of excluding
the Socialist and Communist In-
ternationals and their allied
groups. On the contrary, it would
have to get together with them and
substitute for its international con-
ference of independent Socialist
parties a council of representatives
from all anti-Fascist workers or-
ganizations. If the leaders of the
Socialist and Communist Interna-
tionals refuse to take part, the con-
ference would have to devote itself
exclusively to consideration of
ways and means of furthering the
eventual realizations of such an
anti-Fascist united front.

The tightening of the Fascist
terror in Germany as well as the
imminence of imperialist war de-
mand immediate united action of
all workers organizations opposed
to Fascism and imperialism, irre-
spective of the fundamental differ-
ences between them on other mat-
ters.

A new attempt must be made at
achieving a minimum of united ac-
tion of all proletarian groups
against the Fascist terror.

As concrete aims of such a unit-
ed action we propose the following:

1. Outside of Germany. (a)
United mass meetings and demon-
strations against the Fascist ter-
ror in Germany. Preparations of
proletarian mass actions against
Fascism independently of the bour-
geoisie, such as strikes against the
hauling of German goods. (b)
United collections for the victims
of Fascist terror, particularly the
calling upon trade unions and co-
operatives for this purpose, as well
as for the financing of illegal work
against Fascism within Germany.
(c) Material and moral support to
the German workers in their en-
deavor to'rebuild genuine trade
unions (such at present can be
constituted only as illegal skeleton
organizations). (d) Exchange of
reports as well as mutual technical
aid.

2. In addition, within Germany:
(a) Common organization for the
defense and support of illegal work
against the Fascist terror. (b)
United action for rebuilding of in-
dependent trade unions.

The Independent Labor Party,
*which in its last resolutions vot-
ed against the creation of a new
International and a new party in
Germany, has for some time now
carried on a united front cam-
paign with the Communist Party
of England against Fascism and
the war danger. This would be un-
thinkable if it considered the Com-
munist Party of England and the
C. L to be counter-revolutionary.

Our proposals have in view the
broadening of this effort along two
lines: (1) from a national to an in-
ternational scale and (2) from
1being limited to united front with
lthe Communist Party to embracing
all workers organizations.

We would greatly appreciate if
you would bring our proposals be-
fore the conference and get for
them such consideration as would
tiad to definite decisions regarding

em.

With Communist greetings.
Bureau of the I1.C.O.
Paris, end of August, 1933.
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