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U, 3. IN MOVE T0
INFLATION

‘Washington, D. C.

The long-expected move of the
Roosevelt administration in the di-
rection of inflation came finally on
October 22 when the President an-
nounced, in a general radio ad-
dress, the intention of the govern-
ment to control the industrial val
ue of the dollar by establishing a
government market for newly min-
ed gold and by buying and selling
2old on the world market if neces
sary, both operations to take place
thru the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation. The new policy is al-
so interpreted as a direct move
against the franc, as an attempt to
“defend the dollar from foreign in-
fluences.”

No price for gold or for the dol-
lar has yet been fixed by the Pre-
sident. He said that this must
await a further rise of commodity
prices. By fixing a higher price
for gold than it gets on the market
today, the government will be able
to reduce the gold content of the
dollar and thus raise prices. Gold
today is quoted at about $31 an
ounce; to restore the 1926 price
level, it is estimated that gold
prices would have to be fixed at
about $40 an ounce.

Senator Thomas and the infla-

{Continued on Poge T)

Sixteen Years of the
Soviet Union

The sixteenth anniversary of the
establishment of the Soviet gov-
ernment in Russia is an event that
should make the labor movement
of the whole world pause and take
thought. For nothing that has
happened in the history of man-
kind is of such fundamental impor-
tance to the workers of today as
the great Russian Revolution six-
teen years ago and the develop-
ment of the Soviet Union since
then.

The world-wide economic crisis
and the awful misery that it has
brought in its train for scores of
millions thruout the world, have
made it quite clear that the old
social order, the traditional system
of capitalism, must go; it can no
longer be tolerated if mankind it-
self is to survive. What then?

* * -

Which Way Out?

There are those who declare
that it is not the capitalistic order
itself that is at fault but rather
its “abuse” at the hands of those
who have run it hitherto. What
the world needs, we are told, is a
“cleansing” of the capitalistic sys-
tem, its ‘“organization”, the “eli-
mination” of the chaos within it,

New

New York City

A strike of shipyard workers
started several weeks ago in the
Robbins Drydocks, Erie Basin,
Brooklyn, when 1100 boilermakers
and welders struck for recognition
of their union, the International
Brotherhood of Shipfitters, Boiler-
makers, Welders and Helpers (A.
F. of L.), after six men had been
fired for union activities.

The boilermakers called upon
the allied trades organized in the
unions of the Metal Trades Coun-
cil (welders, plumbers, steamfit-
ters, electricians and carpenters,
machinists) to help them tec win
their strike.

The workers in the shipyards of
Hoboken, Staten Island and the
most important yards in New York
have come out on a sympathy
strike. They have suffered great-
ly from the non-union conditions
in the yards. The wages are the
lowest that have been paid in these
craftz and the workers are real-
izing the importance of organiza-
tion.

At present, the Robbins and
Fletcher Drydocks are trying to
bring in scabs from outside by
means of tugboats. In the begin-
ning the officials of the machinists
union were hesitant in calling out
their men and giving support to
the strike. The sentiment of the
workers in the shops, however, was
for immediate action. At the pre-
sent time the International .As-
sociation of Machinists, jointly
with the boilermakers and the
other crafts, has called the ma-
chinists out and has taken the
necessary measures to take out
scabs on Monday, October 22.

The machinists and other metal
trades unions had been ecarrying
on an organization campaign in
the yards for quite a while. The
present strike has now developed
into a general strike. The work-

York

ers have presented the following
demands for all the crafts: a 30-
hour week and $1.45 an hour for
first-class mechanics.

Two mass meetings were neld
by the strikers at Pilgrim Hall,
Brooklyn. At the last meeting,
held October 20, Mr. Niles, busi-
ness agent of the International
Association of Machinists, report-
ed on the progress of the strike.
He stated that he spoke to the
machinists to come out in support
of the boilermakers and to carry
on the strike jointly.

There was very sharp critic’sm

(Continued on Page T)

NAZIS TO PUSH
FAKE VOTE

The whole system o1 post-war
ir..errational relations faced col-
iapse when, on October 14, the
German government announced its
withdrawal from the League of
Nations and from the Disarma-
ment Conference then in session
On the same day, Reich-Chancelloz
Hitler ordered the dissolution of
the Reichstag and decreed new
elections for November 12 at
which a referendum would also be
held to endorse the Nazi foreign
policy.

The declaration- of withdrawal
from the League and its bodies
was officially motivated by the re-
fusal of the League to grant arms
equality to Germany, that is, by
the obstacles the League powers

(Continued on Page T)

“national planning”, and so on.
This is the theory behind the
NRA, behind the Roosevelt “New
Deal” in general. The dismal fail-
ure of the NRA as a “reconstruc-
tion” measure, now admitted on
all sides, is the best possible re-
futation of this theory. No amount
of tinkering with the capitalistic
system today can effect any sub-
stantial improvement in the lives
of the overwhelming masses of the
people. It must be completely
scrapped and a socialistic order,
based on the collective ownership
of the means of production, on
production for the use of society
and on real economic planning,
substituted in its place.

There are those who declare
they see the necessity of scrapping

Vote
Communist!

The municipal elections about to
take place in New York City are
more involved and more confusing
than any in this city for many
years.

The Curry faction of the Tam-
many machine has put up John P.
O’Brien for reelection as Mayor.
O’Brien himself iz a nonentity;
he stands, however, for the whole
rotten system of Tammany politics
that has wasted millions of public
meney in graft, that has treated
the unemployed in the most brutal
manner, that has run the city as
a gigantic racket for the benefit of
the politicians and their business
men backers. That the leaders of
the New York Central Trades and
Labor Council should have endors-
ed Mr. O'Brien shows how cemple-
tely sold it is, body and soul, to
Tammany:

The Farley-Flynn faction of
Tammany has put up Joseph V.
McKee for the post of Mayor. For
years McKee was part and parcel
of the rotten Tammany clique ruin-
ing th's city, putting over all of its
deals and sharing all of its profits.
Now he has suddenly become
“Hgly Joe.” In his enthusiasm for
economy, he has practically pro-
mised to abolish free education be-
yond fourteen years of age, to
slash unemployment relief and
other social benefits and to relieve
the rich from tax burdens. He is
a frank enemy of labor and of all
progressive measures. He has
drawn to his support disaffected
Tammany chieftains, on the one
hands, and ultra-conservatives
from the Republican ranks, on the
other. His election would be an
unmitigated disaster for the mas-
ses of the people of the city.

Fiorello La Guardia is running
on a Fusion ticket. supported by
the Republicans and some “inde-
pendent” Democrats. Despite his
reputation for ‘“radicalism”, Major
La Guardia is delib~rately running
as a conservative; indeed, his main

aim seems to be to convince the
(Continued on Page T)

capitalism but believe they can do
this by collaborating with the cap-
;talists, by gradually piling up re-
forms to the point of bringing
about a change of system, thus
overthrowing the capitalistic order
behind the backs of the capital-
ists, so to speak, and without
even antagonizing them. On the
basis of such impractical utopias,
the Socialist leaders, very prac-
tical men indeed, have for years
been working hand in hand with
the capitalist class to the great
detriment of thz interests of the
working masses. And what has
been the logical result of Social-
ist theory and practise? The
“gradualism” of the British Labor
Party paved the way for reaction
and hoisted the Tory National
Government into power! The re-
formism of the German Social-
Democratic Party 'systematically
undermined the resistance of the
workers and opened the road for
Fascism to power! By their fruits
shall you know them!
* * *

The Road of Revolution

The third road is the road of
revolution. The capitalistic sys-
(Continued on page T)

SILK WORKERS
FIGHT ON

Port Jervis, N. Y.

A firm decision to continue the
general strike now tying up the
silk mills in Paterson and thruout
the entire East until the silk code
providing for $12-$13 minimum
wage would be changed and the
$25 minimum scale for weavers, al-
ready agreed upon by the Pater-
son employers is made mnational,
was made by the national strike
committee of the American Fed-
eration of Silk Workers, affiliated
to the A. F. of L., at a meeting
here on October 28. Picketing, it
was decided by the delegates of
more than fifty cities, was to be
immediately resumed as well as
negotiations with the employers
and the NRA.

Two sections of the silk strikers,
the jacquard workers and the dy-
ers, have already gone back to work
on favorable agreements providing
for union recognition and wage in-
creases. The broad-silk weavers
in Paterson have also been offered
favorable terms of settlement,
union recognition, the $25 mini-
mum wage and the 40-hour week,
but they could not accept since
the mill owners thruout the rest
of the East refused to settle on

(Continued on Page T)

- New Y—ork Silk Workers
Join Strike

New York City

For the tirst time in many years
the broad silk workers of New
York City have organized and
come out on strike, tying up ten
mills in Brooklyn and Queens.
Six hundred workers are now out
under the banner of the American
Federation of Silk Workers, which
is conducting the national strike.
The strike began three weeks ago
when the organizer, B. Herman,
led a picket line of dyers and silk
workers to the Mehridge Silk Mill,
where the workers responded with
immediate strike action. The
strike rapidly involved all th~

REGOGNITION OF
SOVIET COMING

Washington, D. C.

The recognition of the Soviet
Union by the United States was
made a practical certainty when,
on October 20, the administration
made public an exchange of letters
between the executive heads of
both countries in regard to the re-
establishment of diplomatic rela-

tions. Arrangements had been
made, the official announcement
declared, for an early discussion
between President Roosevelt and
Maxim Livinoff, Soviet Commissar
of Foreign Affairs, who will come
to Washington for that purpose.
The profound change in Amer-
ican foreign policy, tho long ex-
pected, came at this particular
time primarily because the admi-
(Continued on Page T)

CELEBRATION *

6th Anniversary of Soviet Union
Nov. 4, NEW HARLEM CASINO

other broad silk mills.

The employers are putting up a
stubborn and vicious battle to crush
the strike in order to continue
operating their plants in New
York City at the starvation waga
of $13 and $14 a week which they
havg been paying their weavers.
Police attacks and arrests are
daily occurrences. More than
cighty workers have been arrest-
ed thus far for the “crime” of
picketing. The most brutal beat-
ing of workers by the police has
taken place in front of the Mallin-
son Company at 1919-24 Avenue,
Astoria L. L., at the behest of this
labor-hating concern. This police
terrorism reached a climax last
week when the motoreycle police
deliberately ran down the pickets
who were crossing the street near
the mill. One worker was hurt
and narrowly escaped with his
life. The cops were heard boast-
ing a little later that “next time
we’ll get them, and we won’t
miss.” A delegation, together
with witnesses of this murderous
assault upon the strikers, has gone
to the District Attorney demand-
ing that this police terror must
stop. The Mallinson mill has at-
tempted to frighten workers back
by sending letters threatening
vrosecution for having spoken to
xcabs urging them to come out on
strike and calling such actions on
the part of the strikers “assaults.”

At the McCurrach silk mill, the
employer has placed big signs
across the front of the mill, declar-
ing: “We are supporting the N
RA. Some of our silk weavers
are not.” Another sign says:
“Our employees are satisfied with
their wages.” In this mill, the
most skilled jacquard workers in
the industry have been slaving
for as low as $13 a week. The
entire force eame down on strike
and the bosses have since attempt-
ed to import the scabs from out-
of-town. The scab herder, McCur-

(Continued on Page 7)




Two

WORKERS AGE

The National Anti-

A REPORT

New York City

Is it permissible for Communists
to unite with pacifists and non-
Iabor_ elements and Socialists in
a united fr.at for the struggle
: And, if so, what
is the nature that such a unite¢
. : These are
questions which must be answered

against war?
front must assume?

in order to have an appreciation

of the anti-war congress (the
United States Congress Against
(V;\_f?r) recently held in New York
ity.

* X x

The Question Of An Anti-War
United Front

There can be no united front

organizational proposals of the
C. P. and make no effort to resist
the efforts of the party leaders to
use the united front for factional
or purely party purposes. At the
anti-war congress, this became
the central issue of the congress
as a result of the efforts of the
party leaders to exclude the Com-
munist Opposition and the organ-
izations represented by the dele-
gates, who were members of or
sympathetic to the Opposition,
frum participation in the activities
of the congress by excluding them
from all the committees of the
congress. The C.P.-O. immediate-
ly saw the danger of such a move,
not for itself, but for the congress
as a whole. For the congress to
have acted in that manner would
have laid it open to the attack of

present “provisional and skeleton”
g:haracter.' However, the Commun-
ist Qpposxtion is far from being
in entire agreement with the deci-
sions of the Congress. The pro-
grammalic portion of the mani-
festo is not suitable for a congress
established on a united front ba-
sis, including pacifists. It is, in
fact, a Communist program on
the question, not a united front
approach. Should this become the
basis of the work of the congress
it will have great difficulty winn-
ing the support of the workers
particularly the organized work-
ers, who are today not yet ready
for the entire Communist prograin
against war, even tho there is
great deal of sentiment against
war in general. The portion of

War Congress

In a letter dated Jul ‘
y 14, 1933,
:rr:lobenQra Nath Roy, Indian !
Servil:lmmst Oppeosition leader, now |
5 Brit'g 2 Six-year jail sentence in
ot 1lsh Jail in India, declare his
oy Iz)fete agreement with the pol-
tioma the Buro of the Interna-
otk thCon'nrt.mnist Opposition and
ot D ¢ attitude of the Commun-
pod thal'ty of Germany (Opposition)
24 rn$ Ge?xpan events. He takes
2 Position against Trotskyism
y csntnsm and against the
whole “pey» party and “new’ In-

crime,

Roy for the 1. C. O. Line

Only the monumental ego-

sm of Trotsky could conceive of

such a thing today.

I agree en-

tirely and completely with the

political

conduct of Thalheimer

am.i Brandler and T am for the
maintenance of this attitude under

all circumstances.”

District Conference Of The C. P.
G. O. In Wuerttemberg

the manifesto which provides a
program of action is in general
satisfactory, is of a united fromt
gha}'actigrthand should become the
asis o e activities -
on the part of elements not con- [gress. That is the ((i)ifl‘etc}i‘:‘ieor?mili
nected of the Communist Party |which the C.P.-O. will strive.
extremely difficult, if not impos- * % %

Berlin, Germany.

-

e idea of openin
g up a new
i}rll(l)p et the present time is not
¥ silly but it is an inexcusable

the enemies of the movement as ternational cop . .

i i ception. H .
being nothing more than a Com P e writes
munist manouver and would have

made further participation in i

between_ Communists and non-
Communists, particularly pacifists.
in a struggle against war as such,
on a general anti-war program

This must be definitely stated.
The Communist position on war is
one peculiar to Communists. No

After thoro preparations of the
groups of five in all loeals, the
first Communist Opposition dis
trict conference of elected deleg-
ates took place in Wuerttemberg

Sent_aéion of the position of the

WORKERS AGE

Thres

The Washington a. F. of L. Convention

American Labor Under the N. R. A.

The fifty-third annual conven-
tion of the American Federation of
Labor held in Washington towards
the beginning of October was one
of the most significant ever held
by the federation in its more than
half-century of existence. In a
very real sense, the American labot
movement is now entering a new
period of its development, with
new conditions, new issues, new
problems, new tasks, new perspec-
tives and the Washington conven-
tion reflected these new conditions,
issues, problems, tasks and pers-
pectives in the distorted mirror of
the labor officialdom. In what it
accomplished and in what it failed
to accomplish, the convention of
the A. ¥. of L. brought to ex-
pression the cross-currents
contradictory tendencies of devel-
opment of the American labor
movement today.

* * * Of
In The Shadow Of The Blue Eagle | de

The Washington convention of

and

ing at the lack of fulfillment of
the rainbow promises of the “New
Deal.”
ited Press, reporting the pre-con-
vention session of the Executive

the final report of the council was
toned down
these and even more drastic critic- |f
isms were freely made on the floor

On September 27, the Un-

Altho

quite considerably.

the convention, even by Presi-
nt Green himself.
The growing militancy of the

1,200,000 members had been gained
since March, reported the kKxecu-
Council of the A. F. of L., com- [tive Council, bringing the total up
mented on the changed sentiment
and declared “The Executive Coun-
cil of the A. F. of L. feels that the
NRA (1) has not put sufficient
men back to work, (2) has result-
ed in a breakdown of wage differ-
entials between skilled, semi-skill-
ed and unskilled workers, and (3)
has resulted in organizing the em-
ployers effectively while leaving
labor to shift for itself.”

to about 4,000,000—with the 5,000,-
000 goal not far in sight.
the impact of such numbers, a new
tone became dominant. “Nailed to
the masthead of the federation,”
boasted President Green, “is the
slogan:
in the mass production industries,
with a membership of 10,000,000
as our next goal and after that
25,000,000, which will bring the

by Will Herberg

Under

Organize the unorganized

German boycott.
judgment on its merits as an ef-
fective blow to German Fascism,
we must all recognize that this re-
solution, adopted in spite of defi-
nite pressure from the State De-
partment, is of great importance
as marking a definite break with
the narrow provincialism of the
American labor movement and the
broadening of its
outlook. Nor should one underes-
timate the fact that the Washing-
ton convention failed to adopt the
usual resolution against the recog-

the convention was the practically
unanimous passage of the anti-
Without passing

international

ing but Fascist “corporate unions”,
poles apart from even the most
conservative A. F. of L. unions,
which are at hottom working class
bodies. The 2itempt to convert the
A. F. of L. unions into such gov-
ernment bodies must necessarily
fail, precisely because of the prole-
tarian character of these organiza-
tions; so also must fail all attempts
to establish Fascist or semi-Fas-
cist government “unions” in gen-
eral under any non-Fascist regime.
Bu the determined compaign of
the NRA to bring such “unions”
will obviously soon take on the
form of an attack, gradually be-
coming more and mor~ open, a-
gainst genuine unionisin as such,
against independent wor*ing class
unionism, against the A. & of L.

nition of the Soviet Union and |jtself.

majority of Americans genuinely
and actually within the trade union

the convention went on record a-
gainst the only course that eould Py

amily.” Yet, at the same time,

specifically excluded the U. S. S.
R. from the condemnatory resolu-
tion on Germany, in both cases a-

ainst the open resistance of Mat-

“practical’” minds of the A. ~.
L. leaders for they met Ge.eral

Some dim inkling of th.s men-

ace must have penetrated e 7en the

=

ot

possibly realize these aspirations.|thew Woll. On this field, too, |Johnson’s remarks with undis-
By a role call vote of over two to {things are happening in the A. F.|guised hostility. Not only did .he
one; the craft unionists carzed |of L. convention insist on the unre:-

some time ago. For reasons of
safety, the number of delegates
was limited to eighteen, so thai
three or four groups of five aver

workers and their confident fight-
ing spirit, the turn to practical
militant action on the part of the
A. F. of L. unions despite the of-

t the same time, no- op-
tricted right to strike and to pick

et but it made it perfectly clear
that it was unalterably opposed to

the A. F. of L. took place in the
shadow of the Blue Eagle. The
development of the labor move-

other group, in or out of the
working class, shares the position
of the Communists with regard to

the day in the test case of the . % %
brewery union jurisdiction. But the
big vote piled up by those who

sible. The fight of the Communist | Th isi i
.o: e hght . e Decisions Of The Con Portunity v, ‘ cel
Opposition against these strangl: | The congress decided to c:g;;fsii- such a gOinta sofaﬁ‘;?:ged Tt?xepéeiaegt

Ing tactics was therefore a fight |self “League of Struggle against had prepareq resolutions  contain.
The Johnson Address And NRA

turning imperialist war into civil [for the unity and maintenance ot | W ism” i
war nor of the struggl i the con . i ar and Fascism”. This was not |1"& the point of vi i aged : in i i S ; “anioni i
var nor of fhe srugate”sgaier | th somgresd "o W SR entr Y onste, is Tas, 2o | 0 e Do of view ‘xpluned | sged o Gelgaie” e Conte et i now st e el |l O 0 P, e 0L LB s DRt sy T n Addoess B s eretly ppose 1
struggle against imperialism. This [block of delegates, numbering |sn: close relationship between war [Pu%, on the first day it had no re. | political report, twelve comrades NIgcA All of the funcamental |Class collaboration philosophy, ali|outworn and hide-bound craft tra- niomism any Jorm. Many delegntes Show:
) and Fascism. But Fascism doe [PTeSentative on the resolutions | took part in the discussion. The bl of trade unionism are |Feceived definite tho somewhat un- |ditions of the A. F. of L, by those | - gy qyrely the most significant ed that they anderstocd Nia ot
. € problems easy recognition on the part of the {who urged the A. F. of L. to fit event at the A. F. of L. convention the consumation of the NRA as-

pirations on this field could only
be accomplished thru the destruc-
tion of the existing trade union
movement.

about 150, who are were members
of the Communist Opposition or
were sympathetic with its pro-
gram for the congress, were added

is essential to the Communist at-
titude to war and there can be mc
united front on this basis, except
between Communists and Com-

taking on new form and coloring
in the light of the fundamental
social-economic changes embodied
in the NRA. The main outlines oi

itself really to organize the mass
production industries by appro-
priate changes in its structure in
the direction of industrial union-

committee to introduce and defend
;h%‘& and, on the second day, after
resol Q:tgate had been added to the

utions committee who repre-

not exhaust the war danger, as is
demonstrated in the Far East, for
instance nor does the struggle a-
gainst war exhaust the struggle

was the address of Gen. Hugh S.
Johnson and the reaction of the
delegates to it. The highlights of

resolution of the recent session of
the' Enlarged Buro of the Inter
national Communist Opposition

convention. Mr. Green let the
world know that he “gloried” in
the “magnificent militancy” of

munist sympathizers . But to|3eeral hundred more delegates i 5 was end i
place the question in this manner | from Socialist organizations g'(the ?}%: ";,sotﬁg?sf lsml. t‘In ih-e program (S,ini%d the Opposition point of view questiolrlx oarsgi(tia'mdcsvasthfcaak(i:V eii]sg olicy and tactics of American |@bor but at the same time urged |t " the NRA chief’s remarks were his * ox ox
al Telationship between %€ questions, the resolutions |special resolution urging the C. P ) {)abory in the coming months will |1t to “be slow to strike” and em- jism, is an earnest of the fact that |\, ootening demand that strikes The Balance Sheet
, . P phatically supported Senator Wag- |the movement is gaining ground in and labor militancy be stopped— e Balance e

as do the Trotskyites, is to become (L. I. D., for example), trade un-
The fact that the top A. f. of

ubstract to the point of absurdity, | ions, the C. P. L. A.. the left Poals war and Fascis_rn should have been | ©OMmittee did not meet, Conse- st :
The elaboration of a concrete pro-| Zionists, the Young Circle Lea. %plau;‘ed, I})xUt it would have been qu:ptly, there was only one alter- ;:)]t-;e S};"aert}en n(f);t' tto paplclpate in naturally have to be frimed on ?chg ner’s appeal to ‘“quench” the lunion ranks and that the next con- |l h T L 0 T n T B e ooy
gaﬁam based on these fundamen-| gues and others who, while not coig'es(;r a?gzitcl(s)?gvl\;ess tOT{]emaln o (r;rﬁxl ;;le‘f;co throw all these issues not to alfaggznmtshecggi;zienriges :n g gas;iéo%ﬁi new situation ereated | vstrike conflagration.” But exper- |vention of the federation may wit- e?’nment pW H.) will 'nottoler- L. leaders have been driven for-
ia) 3 ar. PR n . . N . . p —W. H. ) A AR
s is essentia) to make a strug-| members or sympathizers of the ere cani e oor of the congress, with | {a0tics of the I. C. 0. The Ger. yStill fresh in our minds is the 1encle is fast proving that these are ?ess quite another relation Oflate strikes”—and his first public (‘j’faﬁebﬁ\bﬂe,{gﬁﬁf}iﬂl{lio? s;isgs
no longer the days of the Hoover- |forces. explanation cf the sinister program | they would have been shock-

be no doubt that a congress against
war. a similar united front move-

anger
would become
to a split of

that the situation

so tense as to lead memory of the ecstatic hymns of

Communist
praise sung by the officialdom of This system

man problems were dealt with
thoroly, especially the trade union

realized

Opposition,
that the move made by the party

~ealistic for the
mass of the workers. And, on

gle against wai
Green “no strike” pact; the wave | The powerful drive to trade un- of NRA “unionism”.

. SV : ; R lat 1
of strikes is rising and spreading | jon ynity within the A. F. of L.!of labor organization, as originally ed to contemplate only one year

ago, does not by any means sig-

the specific points maki leadershi i ment against Fascism, can, both 2T is

ii };l)rogram pof ac\{:\i, ni%eu%sstg(l:)}j unity oépt‘gzsc%nrggzss? gaflkx}igrth: ;%%%ﬁhf}:'angather f%? g;!.'eaterf sun- th%hC'P"O- Waghgngv?illllingsst'o (if)hls qlflestlﬁon I?I’Hi the economic policy the A. F. of L., Wiﬂ}AMr’ %reen %n and will not stop at Mr. Green’s d tized by the admissi hampioned by Dudley Cat d

ishment of a united £ i sharp struggl i : ) ' a combination of the € congre ¢ e | © e Hitler government. The the lead, to the NRA in the early |[: . ’ ; °|was dramatized by the admission champloned by Dudley Cates an ify that they h hanged thei
ront is no 1Y ggle, which at times be ss (now the League days of’ that “great experiment.” timid pleas of today or more sin-|,f the Amalgamated Clothing {now officially advocated by the ?Sm}:;amaéntaleysoca{;f ccha'}iiter e;f

publication by the C. P. G.-0. lead-
ership of a work-creation pro-
gram was urged. The delegates
reported, among other things, that

their role in labor’s ranks. Hold-
ing to their class collaboration-
gospel, still dreaming of
“no strike” pacts and for “in-

Against

NRA, involves the establishment
of so-called “vertical” (industrial)
unions, each entirely divorced from |igt

the similar organizations in other

Only three months ago we werc ister - action Ot; to;m‘i”‘)w-
told that it was the Great Charter .
of Labor, the veritable road to the | The Growth Of The Federation

Workers, with more than 140,000
members, into the federation. It is
rumored that the railway brother-
hoods are not far behind, altho

two at the present time. This is
a matter of tactics and not a
principle and consequently there
can be no question of a break over

War and Fascism) can
t:l::n% futut:e only if steps are
done i 0 Trepair the severe damage

e 1n the preparations, to over-

came extremely bitter and after
an entire block of organizations
had presented an ultimatum to the

more ruled out than a united front
on any pther specific =sues which
are portions of an entire Commun-

ist program. Even tho the united | Party representatives, and in spite |{his } : :
front is called an anti-war anited | ©f theatrical declarations by 1s 1ssue. corge the many errors committed |Since illegality new members had heaven of trade unionism. The | The standpat officials of the A. . g : ! I
front. if it is a united frunt on a| Browder that he “would never sit | [0 spite of all these differences afnt.t ghe sectarian and fartional |been gained and better relations Washington convention met in a |F. of L., who had grown quite con- | here the difficulties will certainly ;industries, completely deprived of |fluyential” posts in the N R A
specific program of action it is|On the same committee with rene- all the dec1smn§‘ of the congress 3’}; 1}11 e of the Communist Party |established with the official party more chastened spirit. Still offici- [fent to vegetate in peace in im-|be much greater. It is heartening |their character as independent | machinery, they still remain, in
not only correct for Commonists gades”, the party was compelled | Were in the end “unanimous”. This maimc ]can serve to antagonize |[members and left Socialist work- ally pro-NRA in sentiment, still [potent craft unions in certain |to0 find dual unionism at such a low { fighting organizations against the |the strict sense of the term, labor
to participate in it but it is neces. | t0 Vield zad Qhas. S. Zimmerman, [1S Do commendation as to the Shoqu %bor organizations which |[ers. The zonference was animated repeating as a matter of duty the |“sheltered” trades, were shaken ebb and th? recognition of its men- | employers and subjected to an offi- | lieutenants of thc capitalist class.
who had previously been defeated |Methods which were applied in € won for the congress. |by a splendid spirit of struggle. old phrases, the old-line leaders of lout of their lethargy by the posit-]ace so widespread among tradecial system of government super-|The balance sheet of the Washing-
unionists. vision and control. In substance, |ton convention shows this clearly

ively astounding growth of the fe-
Over

sary fpr such a united front to be
organized. Can any one object
for instance, to a united front
based on the following issues:
Hands off Cuba. All funds for
military purposes to be used for
unemployment relief, Against the
C. M. T. C, the R. 0. T. C. and
all other forms of militarization
of the youth, Against militaristie
and jingoistic propaganda? Ob-

the federation were already

grumbling and more than grumbi- (Continued on Page 8)

It is necessar

Yy to broaden out by
mally conducted conference, with :;‘ apﬁ’TOECh to the trade wunions
democratic_procedure and tolera- e ;Ye as by the extension of the
tlgtril of differences of opinion, m?ls;ng committee, . The_congress
without any efforts being made by to be O everything in its power
one particular organization to do- m COme a real united front
ggézzzesand ci)‘;xtxr‘lol it, 1::t!l of these |} eg‘éi’:cei’;: gnd fight against all
1 rs would have been amply [¢ .. . Lo convert it into a
discussed and differences ironed fa(l'.'tl.onal Instrument for any one
out. This was not the case at the | Poltical group or tendency.

running the congress. In a nor-
these organizations would be noth-

by a vote of the congress bod

was added, together with oth%
delegates., to the various commit-
tees. Similarly the C. P. was
compelled to agree to the composi-
tion of a national council which
would include a representative
‘from every national organization
‘regardless of political character”
adhering to the congress and, on

deration in recent months. A sensational development at

Real Wages Fall Under NRA
As Buying Power Is Cut

Our Relations To The Party
Jena, Germany.

In Thuringia we have addressed
an open letter to the Communist
Party and have distributed it in
all local groups. This letter ex-

New Workers School Scores
Big Success in N. Y.

JUST OUT:
LABOR and the NRA

viously, no one can object, certain- the smaller executive committee, anti-war congress. There was nc The Preparations amines the real causes of t -
ly not a Communist! And yet the| place was provided for the rep- toleration of differences of opinion, |coneress muyst b:;inf():t tg’fcene;‘: letarian defeat and sharp]vhecr?ég- [ : 3 ; i ishi
anti-war united front, whatever|resentative of Local 22, I. L. G.[2S Was evidenced by the disgrace- [Well as the arrangements for the |ized the policies of the C. P. G As we go to press, the second| From its small beginnings, the by Will Herberg Real weekly earnings of the Dyeing and finishing — $18.36 $18.04
its name, will actually be based| W+ U. Whose delegation to the ful booing and hissing demonstra- state and loca] congresses. Inm|and of the C. I. Our relation to Fall term of the New Workers New Workers School gradually workers thruout the nation declin- |Shipbuilding 218.95 $18.69
on such a program of action. congress was sympathetic to the | tion against any one expressing these Preparations the leading| the official party has changed bas- School has just been announced. | emerged into one or the most sig- 5 CENTS ed 1.8% during August, according | Cotton gocds §11.3§ $13.17
Classes in the six-week term |nificant institutions of its kind. By to the National Industrial Confer-| The only substantial increase is
ence Board, a conservative employ- [in the cotton goods industry where,

other than the Communist Party |committee must endeavor to layf ically. The C. P. membership is

fWhaﬁ shoulg’lc ge fthe class basis gfgfgam °}f the Opposition and viewpoint or ti own b
of such a united front, when or- g whom were prominent VPOoil representing an or- [GOWN a basis of representation| realizing th to begin during the wedk Of | ropress that 1t became meseseary
ganized? Pacifists, libe;'als, intel- | members of the C.P.-0. While these tghamzatlon considered “enemy” by which will jngure a regresentati"e upon 11% h:: Sl}:)et sll)zgge?u}s‘g?ﬁz? ?:ve?nbgf 13. Amg:mg the class- prog,ress that it became necessary Drder From O o e reports of 25 nation-wide wage is practically at the lovel o
le?tuals, Pacifiss, liberalg, intel- gxgasure§ aag OF-0. While these f? partydlea ders. This disgrace- gathering of delegates and not a| Our relation is now a very com- es are: History of American |to add special courses during the WORKERS AGE ed on the reports of 25 nation-wide 'wage is practically at the level of
all these can and should play an t}f‘enfi’ }}heY_ represent a move in | e e found a climax in s opeeting, must arrange alradely one. The party members Communism _(Jay Lovestone); | Summer to satisfy the demands of 51 West 14th Street e Gecling in real e mnmm e
important, ole in aniiwar “work| the ¥ght direction, “The ‘€0 | he vie demonstration whon Zim |[7OBrum, whick will deal with the| reaive and sdmis Tat our oy Theoreteal Systom of Warxism |ihe stadente, The sehool began i New York City Thiy decline in real vages oo
‘  antiowar ot  The C.P-O ; , a [is e congress. and avorg| ! 1 v i D. Wolfe) ; Histerical |run practically all year around. curred while average hourly earn- '
s 8 Solid Lo hat, our group (Bertram olfe) i ings of wage earners rose from U.S.S.R. CELEBRATION

But it was with the Fall 1933
term that the school made its most
spectacular progress. The admin-
istration had expected a consider-

MEET IN N. Y.

New York City.
A mass meeting and concert to

Materialism (Will Herberg):
Fundamentals of Communism
(Eve Dorf); Fundamentals of
Communism (D. Benjamin aqd

-145.5¢ in July to 49.7¢c in August
and average hours of work a week
result of these two developments
The net

all extraneous ig i
S issues and disputes
:VTI‘I‘?“LHHS? adopt rules of procedure
enl Will on the one hand avoid
5§ “speeching” and ballyhoo

member of the presidium, to speak
on the resolutions. In such a si-
tuation, and in the absence of anv
proper representation in the vari-

the broad character of the con-
gress and will maintain its demand
for direct representation on the

policigs. Recently an official party
functionary in Jena said to one of
our comrades: “I hear that the

front if they are sincere in their
anti-war sentiments. But their

best activity can have real value
labor movements are scheduled for

including Fenner

only if it is supplementary to and| |¢8ding committee. This conces- b
based on th izati - | sion by the party lead - |ous committess, any real objective |and, on t C. L has decided to give vou lead- L } ) < ;
e organization and ac hiege bli)t d angzs csﬁ)‘;id 11:;}}1145 ! discussion was out %f the au‘:es{';i:m(j mocratic };)ero(c):te}:i?;;:e guagraFtee de-| orchip of .the party. We must Ellen Ward); Turning Points in | able increase in registrations and glrlgck ws;;qog,i dney Hook, Norman fell from 426 to f318(.)8.. celebrate sixteen years of workers

ang iree ex- American History (Jim Cork). | attendance but what actualiy hap- | Thomas, Ira De A. Reid, etc. xgzk?ysgfrhrfir?gsse (\)avhic}f :la:vgfasgei rule in the Soviet Union will be

' ; ’ held Saturday, November 4, 8 P.

tivity of the working class in the
anti-war struggle. Only the work-
ers, as a class, are capable of car-
rying on a decisive, comsistent

work together more closely now.”
Of course, he meretly voiced a
baseless rumor but the fact that
he and others are taking it seri-

The adoption of the decisions be-| Pressions of opini
] ovinion -
.. | came a pure formality, not at all| 2ress and in the vari:ﬁc t?:mrc:iré-
the| expressing organic unanimity but] tees. Only if this is the orocedure

pened turned out to be far beyond
oxpectations. It is yet too early to
give a definitive report but it is

chapter.

In the final decisions of
Congress, many of the

Rcgistration has already begun.
* %k X

New York City.

The expansion of the school is
to be noted in another direction, in
the establishment of the Harlem

because the cost of living rose
more than earnings.
The survey reported that the

M., at New Harlem Casino, 100 W.
116 Street, under the auspices of
the Communist Party of the U. S.

fight against war; only they can
draw the necessary historical con-
clusions from such a war. There.
fore the workers, thru their own
organizations, must be the base
for any genuine anti-war united
front movement. To allow any
other condition opens the move.
ment to the danger of degenera-
tion into a pa*ciﬁit talkfest.
*

How Shall The United Front Be
Organized?

The above two are the issues
arising specifically out of the an-
ti-war movement. Still a thire
and, as it turned out, a more im-
portant one, arose at the anti.
war congress: How a united
front should be organized—an is.
sue which has been in the fore.
front in all united fronts initiated
by or controlled by the Commun.
ist Party, whose idea of a united
front is for all other organizations

were adopted, including the provi-
sion for another congress ig the| i
future and the maintenance of the

proposal, would be a false repre-

T proposals| only formal agreement. The Com.|for
for which the C.P.-O. was in favor munist Opnosition did not vote the

n the absence of any substitute|s

mass that j i
final decisions because to do so ¢ o5 being appealed to be

® congress can the broad

onvinced of

: R its genui
incerity. genuineness and
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CLOTHING CO.

FINE MEN’S CLOTHING
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51 WEST 14 STREET

ously and are welcoming it shows
what a change is taking place in
the attitude of official party mem-

PATRONIZE BRADLEY’S CAFETERIA. 535 6th Ave.-14 St

Advt.

The tremendous success of the
New Workers School, just enter-
ing the fifth year of its activity
is something of which the entire
labor movement may well be
proud. 'n a certain sense it is
really unprecedented in the histo-
ry of workers education in this
country.

The New Workers School was
establishe¢ under the auspices of
the Communist Opposition towards
the end of 1929. This step was
made necessary not only because
of the mass expulsion of the en.
tire staff of the old Workers
School by the official Communist
Party burocrats but also because
the sterile spirit of dogmatism
and sectarianism was rapidly ex-
tending its grip over the entire
intellectual life of the official
Communist movement and trans
‘orming its Marxism into meaning-
less and ill-digested phrases. A
vigorous and independent institu-
tion conducting its educationa.
work in the true spirit of Marx
and Lenin was needed and the

slready clear that there must be
at least five hundred registrations
for the current term. The classes
are large beyond precedent. Ber
tram D. Wolfe’s class in “Psycho-
logy and Marxism” is attended by
nearly 115 students and Will Her-
berg’s advanced class in “Dialec-
tical Materialism” by more than
80. The classes in the “Funda-
mentals of Communism” and the
“History of the American Labor
Movement” are also exceptionally
well attended. Even such new
ventures as “Basic Conceptions of
Modern Science” have met with
gratifying success.

An outstanding feature of the
new term is also the greatly im-
proved character of the New
Workers School Forum, held re-

Street.

gularly every Sunday evening at
the school quarters, 51 West 14th
Some of the most promin-

New Workers School, an affiliate of
the central institution. At the New
York Urban League, 202 West 136
Street, the Harlem school is now
running two classes on Thursday
evenings, one in American history
and the other in social science,
also with really surprising suc-
cess. Total registration is well
over 125, and attendance at each
class reaches 50. The Harlem
New Workers School is easily the
outstanding institution of its kind
in the community.

The very marked success of the
New Workers School is due not
only to the effective work of its
administration, not only to thc
growing influence of the Commun-
ist Opposition in the labor mov-
ement, but in a very special way
to the splendid murals which the
great revolutionary artist, Diego

New Workers School was born.

ent figures in the social and the

BERT WOLFE

Rivera, is painting on the walls of

Y S P

“TROTSKY AND TROTSKYISM”
Nov. 12, 8 P. M. -- 51 W. 14 S§t.

numher of persons employed in-
creased 8.6% in August over July
while total payrolls rose 9%.

The October 11 issue of The New
Republic carries some significant
statistics about the change of aver-
age weekly pay under the NRA
Figures are given for the weeks
of July 15 and Aug. 15, the form-
er before and the latter after the

application of the NRA codes.
July 15 August 15

Woolen and worsted $17.36 $17.83
Electrical machinery £20.45 $20.17
its main hall. Hundreds, thou-

sands of people have learned of
the New Workers School and have
come into touch with its activities
thru these great works of art,
which represent the spirit of the
school and of its teaching so ef-
fectively!

A. (Opposition).

With Rebecca Davidson, well-
known concert pianist, Carl Zieg-
ler, cellist, Lev Lummer, radio
singer, Mildred Tanzer, dancer, a
musical program of unusual excel-
lence has been arranged.

Edward Welsh will be chairman.
Bertram D. Wolfe, Herbert Zam
and Charles S. Zimmerman will
address the meeting. Admission is
35c.

SILK STRIKERS FIGHT TO
CONTINUE
(Continued from Page 1)

these terms. The decision of the
national strike committee was to
continue the struggle until one na-
tional. agreement. had. been
achieved.

—IMPORTANT —
SUBSCRIBERS’ NOTICE
If your number is 22 as in-
dicated on the wrapper, your
subscription to the “Workers

Age” expires with this issue.



<
Four

WORKERS AGE

The Strike of the Montreal Tailors

The First Fruits of Labor Unity

Montreal, Canada.
On September 17 over 4,000
tailors of the city of Montreal
went on a general strike, which
was made possible by and came as
a result of the amalgamation of
the two unions that had been in ex-
istence in the Montreal market for
the last fifteen months. The unity
was achieved two weeks prior to
the strike, when the United Cloth-
ing Workers of Canada joined as
a body the Amalgamated Clothing
Workers of America.
* * *

The Demands Of The Strike And
Th2 Agreement

The demands which were put up
by the union to the manufacturers
were: (1) the recognition of the
union; (2) the 40-hour week ins-
tead of the present 44-hour week;
(8) no overtime; (4) 30% increase
in wages in the inside shops; (5)
to bring the condition of the work-
ers in the contracting shops to the
level of conditions in the inside
shops.

These demands are not the or-
iginal ones agreed upon at the time
when unity was established. The
original demands included: (1)
week-work on a 40-hour basis and
(2) unemployment insurance. The
demands were changed because
the seasons was almost half over
and it was impossible to undertake
a struggle to last for several
weeks. This is one reason. An-
other reason is that the union was
unable to prepare the general
strike adequately because of the
disunity of the tailors.

It was a tremendous walk-aut.
Hundreds of workers employed in
the open shops for the last ten or
twelve years responded to the
strike call. The strike committees
that went to organize the open
shops had a very easy job. The
tailors were actually waiting for a
committee to come and take them
down. And so we did.

The enthusiasm prevailing a-
mongst the strikers was remark-
able for they felt that at last one
union was established which would
be able to take up a struggle for
better conditions. This spirit be-
comes more understandable, how-
ever, when we bear in mind the
conditions that prevailed up to the
strike. For the fifteen months
that one union fought the other,
the conditions in the trade fell to
a level beyond imagination. Work-
ers earned from $6 to $8 a week
in the small shops and, in the
larger places, from $10 to $15.
The bosses naturally took great
advantage of the disunited ranks
of the workers, who in turn paid
the price of dual unionism.

After a five-day strike, the
union reached an agreement with
the manufacturers which provides
for: (1) union recognition; (2) a
minimum wage of $35 a week for
the cutters on a week-work basis;
(8) a $25 minimum wage for the
pressers on a piece-work basis;
and (4) a 20¢ increase for the
tailors. The 44-hour week re-
mains until December 1. On that
date .the hours will be diminished
to forty per week and the weekly
wage will remain unaltered. This
agreement was reached after a
few long conferences that Presi-
dent Sidney Hillman had with one
newly formed manufacturers as-
sociation.

x & %
Some Criticism

_ Let me offer now some criticism

on the strike in general and on
the agreement especially. First of
all, the leadership of the strike
was too hasty in concluding an
agreement with the bosses; they
were too eager to send the people
back to work. The strike just be-
gan to spread out and embrace
more open shops, when the strike
was brought to a conclusion. This,
in my opinion was a mistake. The
leadership should have utilized the
enthusiasm of the strikers to
broaden and deepen the strike.
And then, the agreement was too
general. It provides, for instance,
for a minimum of $35 per week
for the cutters on a week-work
basis. But there are shops where
the cutters are working piece-
work and the agreement does not
provide that in those shops they
should be changed to week-work.

The 20% increase which the agree-
ment does provide for them is not
satisfactory to the cutters work-
ing piece-work.

Now the pressers. During the
strike the pressers employed
strong pressure to induce Brothers
Schlossberg and Hillman to de-
mand a week-work basis for them.
President Hillman told them that
this was impossible to obtain. He
did agree, however, to demand for
them a minimum wage of $25 on
a piece-work basis and he got it.
Now here arises the problem:
While a minimum wage on a
piece-work Dbasis is possible in an
inside shop, it is impossiblé in a
contracting shop. In an inside
shop, if the presser is short one
or two dollars per week, the manu-
facturers have to make it good,
whereas, in a contracting shop,
the situation is quite different.
There the contractor gets a cer-
tain price for a garment, say
$2.00; a certain percentage is de-
ducted for his supervision, break-
age, thread, ete., and the remaind-
er is di.vided among the workers.
Now then, if the pressers are
short, who will make up for their
minimum? Naturally, it will have
to be deducted from the wages of
the tailors. This clause in the
agreement caused much confusion
and animosity between one section
of the trade and the other: for it
is now obvious that a minimum
wage on a piece-work basis is ab-

by I. Breslow

solutely impossible in a contract-
ing shop.

And now the question of the
contractors. They were granted
17% % for their supervision, etc.
On a $2.00 garment it amounts to
35¢ . The tailors in the contract-
ing shops are dissatisfied with this
point of the agreement with the
contractors, for 17% % is far too
much for them.

Usually an agreement is sub-
mitted to the membership for ap-
proval. In this case, however, it
was not done. The leadership ex-
plained the agreement to the
workers of the inside shops in the
morning and told them to return
to work in the afternoon. On the
following day, the same was done
with the contracting shops. There
was no discussion whatsoever.
The agreement was presented to
the workers as an accomplished
fact. It was obvious to the mem-
bership that the leaders were too
much in a hurry to send them
back to work.

There is also the question of the
out-of-town shops. Were they or-
ganized or were they not? Is
there an agreement with them or
not? Whom did we organize
there? The contractors or the
workers? These questions must
be made clear to the membership.
If the out-of-town is organized,

why not state which and on what
basis? If it is not, why should
the membership be left under il-
lusions? It is not a matter of
criticising why they were not or-
ganized; it is a question of clarity
in order that the union should pre-
pare itself to act there accord-
ingly.

%

x %

Immediate Tasks

It must .be stated, however,
that under the circumstances, the
strike was quite successful. Better
conditions were gained for the
workers. But it must also be
stated that these conditions can be
maintained only when there will
be a strong union. It is, therefore,
up to the membership now to build
up a strong organization.

The immediate tasks of the
union at the present time should
be to see that all the provisions in
the agreement are lived up to: (1)
Overtime should be abolished com-
pletely; (2) the 40-hour week
must be enforced in December;
(3) wages must not be reduced on
the introduction of the 40-hour
week; and (4) the organization
must be prepared to put up better
demands when the new season
comes. If this is done, the tailors
will be assured of a decent living
and a strong organization to pro-
tect their interests. The matter

is now in the hands of the tailors.

A Review Of His Recent Book

THE MARXISM OF SIDNEY HOOK

(Continued from the last issue)

I come now to a question which
demands more extended treatment,
the question of natural science in
class society. Hook’s viewpoint is
the following (The Nation, June
21, 1933, page 706):

“Science as a theory of experi-
mentation, eventuating in a body of
verifiable truths, is independent of
developments in other cultural and
social fields: its truths are public
—above individuals, classes, and
nations. Science as a social and
historical activity whose applica-
tions are controlled by a definite

policy is only relatively independent !

of other aspects of culture. Society
can determine whether science shall
exist; it cannot determine what
science shall find. Science concerns
itself with physical systems which
are completely neutral to social val-

ues.

This disposes of the question in
entirely too brusque a fashion. The
matter is not quite so simple. Cer-
tain questions must still be ans-
wered. First, if science as a social
and historical activity is only rela-
tively independent of general cul-
tural values, just what is the ef-
fect upon science of social factors?
Especially at a time like the pre-
sent when the stability of tradi-
tional outlook and concepts is so
shattered. Secondly, tho it is true
that “physical systems as such are
completely neutral to social values,
it is more than a sl’ght non-sequi-
tur to say that science is thus
neutral. The two are not neces-
sarily identical. Science is the
body of doctrine built up as a re-
flection of this physical system
by scientists working under defi-
nite conditions in a class society.
As such, class society puts an in-
delible stamp on it. And it is
most clearly revealed at a time of
social stress like the present. The
social resirictions put upon science
(which Hook does not deny, of
course), its being harnessed in
large part to destructive purposes
by the controlling bourgeoisic; the
rupture of the vital relationship of
science with practical material ac-
tivity because of prevailing econ-
omic relations (i. e., theory-prac-
tice relationship) — this is to
bind the giant effectively—to hin-
der further progress. If science
is completely “neutral” to sociai
valves, can it keep on developing

by Jim Cork

'in healthy and lusty fashion under
present relationships? Science can-
‘not go on endlessly spinning out
thinner and more abstract theories.
That way lies suicide. Hook would
undoubtedly retort here: “Well,
that’s exactly what I mean when
I say that ‘society can determine
whether science shall exist.” To
say merely that, however, is hard-
ly to touch the question at all. To
continue that “society cannot deter-
mine what science shall find”, still
| begs the question as to the con-
crete relationship. This statement
must be qualified in a definite, tho
negative fashion. Historically con-
sidered, the possible content of
scientific findings is definitely limi-
ted on one end by the industrial-
technical achievements of the day.
It is true this statement must
itself be qualified in the direction
of its being truer in a direct sense
in the earlier stages of scientific
development. For later periods,
important qualifications must be-
made, without, however, changing
the validity of the generalization.
* * *

Science And Culture

More important is the question
as to the relationship of science to
extant cultural values and the pos-
sibility of the reflection of the lat-
ter in scientific doctrine as “scien-
ce”. How would Hook answer the
question as to Newton’s insistence

~
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on God as a motive and explanato-
ry principle organically connected
with his system as enunciated in
the “Principia”?

But that is just the point, that,
under the impact of the general
character of the social conscious-
ness (“spirit of the age”), anti-
scientific ideas penetrate into
science. Hook “proves” his point
that science is unaffected by social
influences by branding the effects
of such influences as “not science.”
But this is too simple. They mani-
fest themselves as integral parts
of the continuous body of doctrine
including what every one admits
to be science. Take the theory of
indeterminacy. That it arose out
of recent scientific investigations
and forms a part of contemporary
science is undeniable But the rea-
son for its eager and widespread
acceptance must be sought else-
where, as well as the implications
of its acceptance for the future of
science.

Secience does not develop in a va-
cuum. The spread of philosophical
idealism and other forms of myst-
icism today has its profound ef-
fects upon science. Engels long
ago warned the empirical scien-
tists that philosophy neglected
would take its revenge upon them.

Can any one doubt that the
“temper of the times”, an admit-
tedly social product, has its effect
upon the kind of canons of intel-
ligibility and truth which will be
most readily acceptable?

Not unconnected with Hook’s
view on these matters is this atti-
tude on the questions of the rela-
tion of dialectics and nature. Hook’s
position here is certainly not clear-
cut. In an early article, he prac-
tically denied outright the applica-
tion of dialectics to nature. Later,
he admitted this application in
rather grudging fashion, without,
however, granting it its proper or-
ganic place in the structure of
Marxism. Marx and Engels them-
selves certainly applied the dialec-
tic universally, both to nature and
society, of this there is overwhelm-
ing evidence. But Hook still in-
sists that the distinctive character
of the Marxian dialectic is its so-
cial reference and tends markedly
to relegate the natural dialectic to
the background. In a real sense,
the dialectics of nature can find no

comfortable place in Hook’s inter-
pretation of Marxism.

The Source Of Hook’s Errors

I said at the outset that it was
the distortion of an important and
central aspect of Marx’s thought,
namely the activistic, “doing”,
transforming element, that is the
chief source of Hook’s errors. This
can be stated in somewhat the fol-
lowing form: Hook’s chief errors
are due to his deep leanings to
Dewey’s instrumentalism.. In his
first articles, his attitude was ex-
pressed in crass fashion as follows
(The Modern Quarterly, volume 4,
no. 4, p. 391):

“Marxism therefore appears in
the main as a huge judgment of
practise, in Dewey’s sense of the
phrase, and its truth or falsity (ins-
trumental adequacy) is an experi-
mental matter. Believing it and
acting upon it helps to make it true

or false.”

This is entirely foreign to the
nature of Marxism. In this sense,
one cannot speak of objective truth
until after the event. Before,
there is only the vacuum of pos-
sibility. According to this view,
the doctrine of the dictatorship of
the proletariat might quite pos-
sibily be a fiction. Before the real-
ization of the Soviet dictatorship,
there was apparently no ground
for belief in the doctrine. The
Russian Revolution succeeded. It
is true. But had it failed? Ac-
cording to Marxism, tactical plans
of action are worked out on the
basis of a correct analysis of ob-
jective conditions. The success of
the venture only helps to prove
(test) the truth of the proposi-
tions. This confirmation of a plan
of action based upon a correspond-
ence with objective reality is es-
sentially different from the crudely
pragmatic instrumentalist criterion
of truth. In his book Hook hardly
casts off his Deweyan heritage:

“That is why the apparent par-
adox is inescapable that the truth of
Marx’s theory of the class struggle
can be established only in the ex-
perience of the social revolution, i.
e., after class society has been over-
thrown.”

Historical judgments about the
past can only be proven true by
the future! This is an amazing
statement. It is a sufficient indic-
ation of the “instrumentalist ad-
vocacy” of the instrumentalist log-
ic. The same basis of approach
leads Hook to a distortion of the
Marxist epistemology, i. e., his
theory of knowledge. The so-called
“correspondence theory” of truth,
about which Hook makes so much
ado, has a definite place in Marx-
ism. The reflection of objective
reality outside is an integral part
of the Marxist theory éf know-
ledge, tho it does not exhaust it.
The reflecting and transforming
elements are both embraced in the
Marxist theory, not in a simple,
eclectic, additive fashion in point of
succession in time but in an in-
tegral and organic manner. As
Bukharin says (“Science at the
Cross-Roads”, page 6):

“The problem of the external
world is here put as the problem of
its transformation;  the problem of
the cognition of the external world
as an integral part of the problem
of transformation . . . ”

I do not think Hook can estab-
lish the fact that Engels is guilty
of holding to “the crude formula
of Feuerbach, according to which
sensations are images and copies of
the external world without ex-
plaining how it is possible for
ideas, if they are only reflections,
to help transform and revolution-
ize things” (page 32).

“Only” is here decisive. The
whole spirit of Engel’s writings is
opposed to any such view. On this
basis Hook tries to establish a
contradiction between the view-
points of Marx and Engels and a
contradiction between the practise
and theory of Lenin, who is alleg-
ed to have followed slavishly En-
gels’s mechanical-materialist view-
point on cognition. The attempt is
quite forced. Certainly if the char-
acteristic emphasis of Engels,
whjch Hock takes as the starting-
point of Engels’s dev'ations from

Marx, was so rampant in the “An-
tl-Duehrmg”_, it is curious that
(Continued on Page 8)



WORKERsS AGE

Five

e ————————————————————————————————————

The Fiasco of Dualism in Paterson

Paterson, N. J.

A most shameful example of
disruption and splitting is present-
ed in the policies pursued by the
National Textile Workers Union,
under the guidance of the official
Communist Party, in the general
strike of the silk workers. Hiding
their attempts to disrupt the ranks
of the workers behind hypocritical
phrases of ‘“unity” these self-ap-
pointed “leaders” of the masses are
carrying on an intensive campaign
to split the ranks of the workers
adhering to the unions of the Am-
erican Federation of Labor. No
one will deny, not even these dis-
rupters, that an overwhelming ma-
jority of the silk workers on strike
are members of the A. F. of L.
union. About 98% of the weavers,
100% of the throwsters and at
least 80% of the dyers on strike,
are all members of the American
Federation of Silk Workers. Yet
the leaders of the National, in pub-
lic statements to the press, at con-
ferences in Washington and pri-
marily in the Daily Worker, claim
the leadership of 15,000 dyers on
strike! 2t the beginning of one
of the couferences in Washington,
Ann Burlak claimed 15,000 silk
workers under their leadership but
a few days later the figure had
been boosted to 23,000. What’s a
few thousand workers, more or
less, to these people who have
about as much honesty as sanity
in their strike tactics?

* * %

Disruptive Trickery In The Name
Of “Unity”

On Monday, October 16, the Dai-
ly Worker carried a head-line:
“3,000 Paterson dye strikers vote
down A. F. of L. sell-out.” By
Wednesday, the Daily Worker, in
another statement issued by the
National, had already boo.ted the
number of A. F. of L. dyers with
whom they made “unity” to 7,000.
“7,000 dyers sweep aside A. F. of

LOVESTONE SPEAKS
IN BOSTON

Boston, Mass.

Over one hundred workers at-
tended the meeting of the Cum-
munist Party Opposition in Bostm
at which Jay Lovestone spoke o,
the convention of the A. F. of L
recently concluded in Washington.
The meeting took place on Octo-
ber 19.

Comrade Lovestone exposed the
reactionary policies of the present
leaders dominating the A. F. of L.
Despite the reactionary policies of
the A. F. of L., hundreds of thou-
sands of workers are organigmg
themselves and are streaming into
the A. F. of L. The numerous
strikes that are taking place today
are often contrary to the wishes
of the A. F. of L. leaders. He
showed that the workers them-
selves try to organize the
workers and strike for better condi-
tions. He further stated that in such
industries where the workers have
taken the initiative and carried on
a militant fight like the dress-
makers in New York and textile
strike in the East they have been
successful in forcing the bosses
and the NRA to grant them short-
er hours and higher wages. But
in industries where the workers
have not put up a militant fight,
such as the building trades indus-
try and the automobile industry,
their wages not only have not in-
creased but have actually decreas-
ed. Comrade Lovestone severe-
ly criticized the destructive split-
ting activities of the so-called “re-
volutionary” unions of the T. U.
U. L. which play right into the
hands of the bosses and reaction-
ary officials. He called upon the
workers to build progressive and
left wing groups inside the con-
servative unions with the idea ot
changing them into fighting ins-
truments of the working class. He
sounded the alarm that the exist-
ing unions should not become part
of the NRA trade boards but must
remain independent organizations
presenting their demands to these
trade boards. Those present at
this meeting were seriously im-
pressed with the problems Loves-
tone present to them. Questions
and discussion followed from the
floor.

L. chiefs.” (Daily Worker, October
18, 1933). And in the very articles
that appear under these captions
they stul claim the “leadership of
the 15,000 striking dye workers.”
If they are leading the 15,000
where did the A. F. of L. suddenly
get the 3,000 and then, within two
days 7,000? Obviously at least
one of these stories is untrue!
Now, take the story in the Daily
Worker of Monday, October 23:
“John J. Ballam, national organ-
izer of the National Textile Work-
ers Union( Since when? Less than
two months ago he was New York
district secretary of the 1. L. D.)
announced new energetic steps for
completely unifying the ranks of
the 15,000 dye strikers. He declar-
ed that in the interests of unity
the N. T. W. U. is ready to unite

its 2,000 dye house members in
Paterson and vicinity with the
3,000 OR MORE dyers in the U.
T. W. local, together with the 9,000
unorganized dye workers.”

Let us examine these statements:
First they claim to lead all 15,000.
Then they give A. F. of L. credit
for about 3,000. Then, when they
want to emphasize the importance
of their “unity victory”, they boost
the figures to 7,000. Now they be-
come “liberal” and claim a 50-50
division of the strikers (3,000 in the

by Minnie Lurye

a few shops partially, whereas the
A. F. of L. has solidly organized
into its union ninety-six shops.

No one knows it better than
Johnny Ballam.

What are the facts of this so-
called “unity”? The National was
rapidly losing even the few shops
that it had. Even the Weidmann
shop started to move in the direc-
tion of the A. F. of L. union. Over
400 workers met with Rubenstein
on Monday, October 16, and then
joined the A. F. of L. The leaders
of the National became panicky.
They were losing even the few
hundred they had. (Since the set-
tlement, the workers in the Weid-
mann shop have returned over-
whelmingly under the banner of
the U.T.W.). So what can be bet-
ter than proposing ‘“unity”? One
thing is certain, if they actually
had support of the overwhelming
majority of the dyers they would
have no cause to propose unity to
the A. F. of L.

With whom did the National
make unity? Says the Daily Work-
er: “...a committee of the A. F. of
L. including Charles Vigorito, pre-
sident of the A. F. of L. dyers
local, Pirolo, picket captain and
other rank and filers, met with the

National, 3,000 in the A. F. of L.,
with the last number unorganized
Every single worker in Paterson
knows that the National had only

N. T. W. U. at the N. T. W. U.
headquarters.”

Who is Pirolo? He is a Demo-
cratic politician, and has been fre-

The T.U.U.L.’s Record in the Silk Strike

quently attacked by the Daily
Worker itself. He is not a dye
worker. He wormed his way into
the strike leadership by letting the
striking dyers use Turn Hall and
because the A. F. of L. union had
inadequate leadership. Now, with
elections approaching, he wants to
stand in good with everyone.
What could be better for him than
some ‘‘unity manouvers?”

The Daily Worker calls Vigorito
the president of the local, a rank
and tiler. They don’t tell you that
he is one of the most conservative,
weak-kneed officials in the whole
union. They got him to agree to
“unity negotiations” by threaten-
ing him with “bloodshed”—so Vi-
gorito himself testified. And he’s
got the courage of a flea! These
are the two lone A. F. of L. lead-
ers with whom the National made
“unity,” which news they so jubil-
antly smeared all over the front
page of the Daily.

What did they really do to “uni-
fy” the dyers? First, they adver-
tised in all Paterson papers that a
meeting of the A. F. of L. dyers
would take place at Turn Hall, an-
nouncing only members of the Na-
tional as speakers! Then they
rounded up all members of the Na-
tional, all Communist Party mem-
bers, and came down early. All
their speakers denounced the A. F.
of L. as betrayers and misleaders!
When Rubenstein, of the A. F. of
L. dyers got on to the platform

Unity Is The Great Need Of The Hour

Since the article below awas written,
the Shoe Workers Protective Union
officials hawve been forced to change
their position. The pressure of the
membership of the S.W.P.U. proved
s0 strong that the Residence Board,
which had previously refused to send
out the ballot for a referendum wote,
was forced to give in to the will of the
union members. The ballot is being
sent out and on October 31, the shoe
workers of the Shoe Workers Protective
Union, the National Shoe Workers
Association and the Salem Independent
Union respectively will wvote on amal-

gamation.—Editor.

*x * %

Boston, Mass.

For years the organized shoe]
workers in the United States have
been divided into separate com-
petitive unions. This in one of the
chief reasons why the great mass
of shoe workers are still unorgan- |
ized. In the past, numerous move-
ments have been developed for
amalgamating all shoe workers un-
ions into one. But each time these
movements were killed by the buro-
cratic officials of the separate un-
ions, who placed their own nar-
row, selfish interests above the
needs of the mass of shoe workers.

* * *

The Amalgamation Movement

But the lessons learned in these
struggles were not in vain. Dur-
ing the past five months, a new
movement for amalgamation has
developed, known as the Planning
Boar1l. This movement is an ex-
pression of the discontent among
the shoe workers with the little
unions constantly fighting each
other; it is an expression of the
burning needs and desires to im-
prove their intolerable conditions.
The idea of amalgamating all shoe

unions into one has captured the
{hearts and minds of the shoe work-
iers. Today there is not a person
among them who dares openly to
oppose amalgamation. Neverthe-
less, the general officials of the
Shoe Workers Protective Union,
altho being committed to the sup-
port of amalgamation, secretly are
doing everything they can to pre-
vent it.

The P. B. has so far refrained
from talking drastic measures,
hoping that the protective officials
would not dare go against the will

of the membership, that they
would carry out their promises

by M. Yablon

made at the conventions of the Na-
tional Shoe Workers Association
and Shoe Workers Protective Un-
ion respectively. It is now clear
that Nolan and Hamilton have!
broken their promises, have fooled!
the shoe workers and do not intend
to go thru with amalgamation.

The excuse that the P. B. is led
by Communists and radicals will
not cover up their cowardice and
betrayal.

The provisional committees of
the various unions involved have
labored for so many weeks and
have finally agreed on a program
acceptable to all unions. It must
be remembered that the provi-
sional committees were elected by
the conventions of the respective
unions, with instructions to nego-
tiate and conclude an amalgama-
tion agreement. These committees
have loyally carried out their ins-
tructions. They have worked out
a plan, how the referendum is to
be carried out; they have set a
date for the amalgamation conven-
tion, and have fixed the basis of
repres2ntation tc such a conven-
tion. Everything was set for the!
glorious day when the dream of
the shoe workers would be realiz-
ed. But the general officials of
the Shoe Workers Protective Union
have decided to keep the shoe
workers organizations apart, by
refusing to send out the ballots
for a referendum vote. Thus they

|

“Wat Is the Com-
munist Ommsition”I
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AMALGAMATION DRIVES TO VICTORY!

have violated their convention de-
cision regarding amalgamation.

The answer of the P. B. to the
manouvers and conspiracies of the
Protective general officials is that
the shoe workers have not said
their last word yet, that the move-
ment has gone too far to be stop-
ped, that all those who stand in
the way of amalgamation will be
ruthlessly swept aside. The P. B.
is well prepared to bring about
what it has set out to accomplish:
one union in the shoe industry.

* ¥ %

The Next Step

Undoubtedly many proposals will
be advanced, as in the past, that
will endanger the success of the
P. B. in bringing about amalga-
mation.

Every one agrees that the fight
is not an easy one, that sheer en-
thusiasm and determination are
not enough. In addition, one must
have a correct program and suit-
able tactics. I am convinced that
the P. B. will carry on this dif-
ficult fight in such a manner as to
assure success. In the past, the
P. B. rejected all false proposals,
whether they were proposed by the
extreme right or the extreme left.
The P. B. delegates have learned
how to fight the burocratic officials
effectively. At all times, has the
P. B. steered a course which made
it popular and well-liked by the
masses of shoe workers, irrespec-
tive of union affiliations.

From the very beginning all de-
legates to the P. B. refused even
to consider a merger of officials.
The delegates well understood that
when officials get together, they
would not discuss amalgamation
but would bargain for position and
jobs. If amalgamation is to be ac-
complished, it must be taken out
of the hands of the officials. For
this reason, a special authoritative
committee was elected for the pur-
pose of amalgamation only. The
provisional committees were en-
trusted with this task. Another
idea advanced—“Let one union
swallow up the other unions”’—
was also categorically rejected by
the P. B. The general officials of
all the unions still cling to such
a theory. But the same danger
comes from another direction.
Some people—yes! among the rank
and file—say: “Let’s smash the S.
W. P. U. because its officials op-

pose amalgamation”. If such a

and tried to speak, the National
people booed, hissed, cat-called,
shouted and finally broke up the
meeting. That’s “unity”!!

The A. F. of L. dyers strike com-
mittee met the next morning, un-
animously condemned the actions
of Pirolo and Vigorito, removed
Vigorito as president of the union
and issued a statement to all
workers making clear the real
purpose of the National’s disrup-
tive tactics. This “united front”
was in actuality only an attempt
to break the organization, demor-
alize workers who sincerely be-
lieve in unity, divide and split the
union at a time when one union,
one strong organization of all
workers, is most needed.

And now the climax! Having
lost everything, the National has
now come out in favor of a “unity
union’”; of a new, third union into

which the A. F. of L. bodies and
the National should “merge”—a
union, of course, outside of the A.
F. of L. Of cource the silk work-
ers find no difficulty in seeing thru
this desperate trick and again the
National is left high and dry!
* % x
The Workers Decide

The workers are voting on the
official Communist Union tactics.
They’re voting with their feet...
away from the National halls and
their seect, towards unions affiliat-
ed with the main stream of the
American labor movement, the
American Federation of Labor.
The biggest task, the task which
the Communist Party Opposition
is carrying cut, is the building of
a left wing within these unions, to
make them militant fighting bodies
of the working class.

measure be resorted to, it will play
right into the hands of the same

officials. Such a step would spell
disaster to the amalgamation
movemenc.

A third program was advanced
by the adherents of the T. U. U.
L., which sought to convert the
movement for amalgamation into a
movement for organization of a
new union! They never had the
courage to state publicly their real
objective but they have employed
such tactics as to cover up their
real aim. Their proposal that the
P. B. should call a so-called “amal-
gamation convention” is sufficient
evidence of their real objective.
They are trying to take advantage
of the difficulties faced by the P.
B. and the obstacles placed in the
way by those who are opposed to
amalgamation. They are trying to
create pessimism and demoraliza-
tion, by asserting that the pro-
gram which the P. B. is pursuing
at present will not bring about
araalgamation. That it is a hope-
less fight. They are encouraging
hasty and premature measures
which would result in still further
splits. The delegates of the P. B.
have seen through their schemes
?}Illd have overwhelmingly defeated

em,

As a result of the fight within
the P. B., a clear program has
been crystalized. Today, the P.

B. clearly realizes that if genuine
jamalgamation is to be achieved, it
‘must come directly thru the unions
as a whole. The delegates of the
'P. B are firmly convinced of this
basic principle—that the trade un-
ions belong to the rank and file
and not to the officials!

The P. B. has already adopted
an aggressive program with which
to defeat the sinister attempts of
the general officials of the S. W.
P. U. to prevent real amalgama-
tion. Numerous mass meetings
have been arranged to inform the
skoe workers of the treacherous
acts of their general officials, that
Mr. Nolan and Mr. Hamilton have
violated the convention decision.
The shoe workers must demand
thaj: the clause in the constitution
which gives the right to one local,
supported by four more locals, to
Initiate a referendum vote, be car-
ried out.

Only the mighty voice of the
shoe workers can force these buro-
crats  to obey the convention
deplslon. Such a campaign will
bring the fight for amalgamatinn
to a successful conclusion,
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Crisis in the Proletarian

The Results of the Detroit Convention

by Herbert Zam

The Proletarian Party conven-
tion closed with that party in a
severe crisis which may lead to
the end of that organization. This
crisis, reflecting even in this small
and sectarian organization the
need for a new orientation in the
face of changed objective condi-
tions as an alternative to complete
annihilation, expressed itself both
politically an(:ik ox;garlizationally.

The Crisis In The P. P,

For fourteen years the Prolet-
arian Party had led a sheltered,
more or less peaceful existence as
a federation of local propaganda
groups rather than as a working
class political organization. But,
with the coming of the ecrisis, the
membership began to demand ac-
tivity, contact with the masses,
organization. “Immediate de-
mands”, which had been taboo in
the organization all these years,
became a debatable issue, with
prominent members of the party
championing the need for a new
policy. Two years ago a split took
place on this and related issues
but, while the Proletarian Party
rid itself of the most prominent
advocates of the need for a new
course, it could not rid itself of
the conditions which drove them
to advocate it.

On the eve of this convention,
two years later, the party was
again rent by discussion of these’
issues but on a higher and more
extensive level and to these was
added another basic issue—the is-
sue of Communist unity, which
was brought into the party by the
initiative of the Communist Party
(Opposition) for unity. At the
same time, the advocates of a
new course for the party also be-
came convinced that a change in
the party’s policy must also be ac-
companied by a change in the
party’s structure, which was not
of the generally accepted Com-
munist character and in which a
single individual, the secretary,
had almost autocratic powers and
was even beginning to look upon
the organigation as his private
preserve. The administration clique
naturally adopted a stand-pat
position, which expressed itself in
the pre-convention discussion and
particularly in its actions at the
convention.

On the eve of the convention
(which had already been postpon-
ed once), the administration began
to lose confidence in its ability to
control it. The pre-convention dis-
cussion was going badly against
it. Detroit, the largest local of the
party, in fact its backbone, and
the only local which had engaged
in any sort of mass work and
had contact with workers, there-
by earning the enmity of the ad-
ministration, was in revolt against
the national office. The most pro-
minent and active members thru-
out the country were bringing
forth powerful arguments against
the standpat policies of the party
and for a new course. The ad-
ninistration, therefore, decided
upon a coup to assure fior itself
control of the convention. It dec-
ided that the basis for representa-
tion to the convention should be
changed from one for every ten
members, as at the previous con-
vention, to one for every twenty-
five members. This' measure was
obviously aimed at Detroit, whose
representation was thereby cum
while representation of the small
locals of six to fifteen members,
upon which the administration was
basing itself, would remain the
same- At the same time, in order tc
create the necessary “atmosphere’
for the convention, the National
Committee, on the day before the
election of delegates was to take
place in Local Detroit, took dis-
ciplinary measures against four-
teen members in Detroit, of whom
eleven were the leaders of the op-
position, and three of whom were
members of the N. E. C. Previ-
ously, the National Committee had
also taken action against the
leader of the Boston organization
because that comrade had come
out in opposition to its policies,
The methods used by the adminis-
tration in these measures are also
extremely interesting. Out of fif-

September 11, 1933
To the Proletarian Party of Amer-
ica, Local Detroit.
Dear Comrades:

We, the undersigned members of
the Proletarian Party, Local De-
troit, hereby place our resignations
from the above party.

First: After observing the con.
vention proceedings and noting
the decisions arrived at, we came te¢
the conclusion that the party had
failed to project itself as a revolu
tionary political organization, thai
it still remains a sectarian group
in spite of the sincere e.forts to¢
change it and bring it into line
with objective and subjective con-
ditions and needs. Instead of
building itself on the principle of
democratic centralism, the party
has been maintained as a burocra-

tically controlled and isolated
group.
Second: The recent suspensions

and expulsions of members of
Local Detroit constitute a most fla-
grant violation of the party cons-
titution which reads, Article 7, Sec-
tion 6: “No member may be dis-
ciplined except upon written char-
ges, a copy of which shall be pre-
sented to the accused, who shall

have at least one week’s time in
which to prepare his defense. The
Local to which he or she belongs
shall elect a trial committee of
three members, which shall hear
all evidence, make a complete re
cord of same and transmit it to
the Local, together with the com-
mittee findings and recommenda-
tions, ali of which shall be subject
to review by the Local, which shall
render its decision as to guilt and
penalty, said decision on appzal of
accused to be subject to revision
by the National Executive Com-
mittec.”

Also Article 3, Section 4, which
reads: “The National Executive
Committee shall formulate its own
rules of procedure not inconsist:nt
with the provisions of the constit-
ution.” This was done in order
to keep these members out of the
convention and allow the steam-
roller to work smoothly, as some
of the members suspended without
a trial would have been elected as
delegates.

Also the resignations of mem-
bers thruout the party, the obvious
political manouvering resulting in
" packed conventions, the apparently
| predetermined decisions arrived at
during the convention just ended

(September 2-8, 1933) and the
expulsions and resignations follow-
ing the convention of June 1931,
are sufficient evidence to substan-
tiate our action.

Third: The utter failure of the
N. E. C. to examines the matter of
the Farm Project (the so-called U.
C. L. Farm), with no effort on
their part to find the cause of dis-
sension among members, is an-
other reason for our action. Deal-
ing with etfects and making deci-
sions obviously biased against par-
ticular members, was not the way
to remedy this situation but can
only result in still further dissen-
sion.

We are convinced that further
constructive work in the party is
impossible and that we can no
longer remain members.

(Signed) Fred Schock, Catherine
Schock, Joe Schachinger, Elisabeth
Schachinger, John Schachinger, Net-
ty Schachinger, Pat Corway, E.
Corway, Herman Beck, Carl Peder-
son, Mary Pederson, Ralph Gale,
Eva Tuopin, Walter Tuopin, Joe
Prockup, Flora Prockup Paul Jones,
L. Gould, Dave Bennish, E. Field,
Morris Field, Anna Kock, Bob Kan-
ter.

teen members of the National
Committee, ten were present. The
three members involved were not
permitted to vote at the meeting,
one was dhairman and had mo
vote, according to the committee
procedure, while three abstained
from voting. Consequently, really
three members of the committee
decided on such an important mea-
sure, including the disciplining of
three other members of the com-
mittee,

In spite of these measures, how-
ever, the administration control at
the convention was not too firm
and, towards the end of the con-
vention, questions were being dec-
ided by a majority of one and two
(twenty-three delegates were pre-
sent) while on one issue, that of
Communist unity, there was a 12-
12 vote, the tie being broken by
the chairman casting the deciding
vote. The administration was able
to defeat the opposition but in do-
ing so it also dealt a death blow
to the Proletarian Party as a
Communist organization, from
which it cannot recover. This con-
vention found the P.P. at the cross-
roads. To continue in the old path
meant reaction, stagnation and
death. A new road was needed.

The convention chose the old path.

are, theretore, reactionary; they
are the first steps in the tuneral
march of that party.

On every question which came
before the convention, only one
answer was given: to continue the
previous policies, to tread in the
footsteps of the forefathers. The
question of immediate demands,
the Negro question, agrarian
work, party organization and
structure—all were treated in that
manner. A slight concession was
made on immediate demands.. The
convention decided that it was not
opposed in principle to immediate
demands but that the present was
no time for them! The Negro
question was declared “non-exist-
ent” as a special problem, while
the farmers were declared “bour-
geois” and therefore of no concern
to the revolutionists. The party
structure was also perpetuated,
the powers of the secretary were
carefully respected and the same
person reelected.

I *
The Communist Opposition And
The P. P.

The Communist Party (Opposi-

tion) had raised the question of

The decisions of the convention'

Communist unity both informally
and in a formal letter to the N.
E. C. before the convention. It had
also proposed an exchange of fra-
ternal delegates and had sent a
delegation of three to Detroit,
which was there for the duration
of the convention. The fraternal
delegates were not seated; as a
matter of fact the credentials
were never brought to the atten-
tion of the convention but were
pocketed by the secretary (in good
old A. F. of L. style). Repeated
requests were made by the dele-
gates that a representative of the
C. P.-0. be invited to present its
point of view to the convention
for the benefit of the delegates but
all such requests went unheeded
Nevertheless, the question of
unity could not be evaded by the
convention—the fat was in the fire
and something had to be done.
The secretary, Keracher, shame-
lessly told the delegates that the
proposal of unity must be rejected
and there were several ways of
doing it. But his own followers
could not accept that position.
They pleaded that to do so would
disarm them and make it impos-
sible to explain the thing away to
the membership. Keracher there-

An Open Letter to P. P. Members

To All Locals and Members of the'
Proletarian Party of America..

Dear Comrades:

Only July 1, 1933, the Commun-
ist Party (Opposition) published
in its official organ, The Workers
Age, an article by Herbert Zam,
in which the problem of the unity
of the Communist movement in
this country and, in particular, of
the unity between the Proletarian
Party and the Communist Party
(Opposition), was raised. A little
later, the National Committee of
the Communist Party (Opposition)
sent a formal letter to the Na-
tional Committee of the Proleta-
rian Party raising the same ques-
tions and proposing that each or-
ganization select a committee foi
mutual discussion of these mat-
ters to see whether better rela-
tions between the two organiza
tions could nnt be achieved. Our
approach on this matter in the
words of the Rochester local of
the P.P., was “objective” and
“comradely”. In eonnection with
the recently concluded convention
of the P.P.,, we proposed an ex-
change of fraternal delegates and
had our representatives in Detroit

fraternal delegates would come be-
fore the convention for favorable
action. We have since learned that
these credentials were never pre-
sented to the convention itself.
Nor was a request of the commit-
tee to be permitted to be present
to state the position of the Cora-
munist Party (Opposition) to the
convention on the question of unity
granted. Under these circums
tances, it is clear that the conven-
tion and particularly ths officers
of the P.P. did not have in mind
any real desire for unity but, on
the contrary, were concerned only
with manouvers to avoid unity, to
prevent better relations between
the Communist forces in this coun-
try and to perpetuate the sad
split-up character of our move-
ment. We have since received the
answer adopted by the convention
to our unity proposals and the an-
swer itself bears out this conten-
tion. We are, therefore, compelled
to appeal from the convention to
the locals and members of the
Proletarian Party. Any suppoft
given to the decision of the con-
vention would be a crime againsi
the Communist movement in this
country, a betrayal of the aims

during the entire period of the
convention in the hope that the

credentials presented by them as

for which .the rank and file mem-

ganizations, are now struggling.
We state frankly that we do not
hold the membership responsible
for the reactionary decisions of the
convention, which itself was in the
stranglehold of Keracher and his
clique. This clique resisted all the
efforts of the membership for a
more progressive line of policy by
the P.P. In the present situation,
when the entire labor movement is
in turmoil, when every honesi
working class organization is over-
hauling its policies and machinery
to be in accord with new condi-
tions ,to be better able to operate

;in the interests of the working

class, the convention of the P.P
decided to stand pat, exactly as it
has stood for the last fourteen
years. This decision is a reaction-

~ary one; it is a betrayal of the

working class, on whose behalf the
P.P. pretends to work; it is a be-
trayal of the membership whe
want to build up a united revolu-
tionary organization, capable of
leading the American workers in
the struggle against capitalism
capable of becoming a part of the¢
international revolutionary army
in the war against world imperial-
ism. For every honest revolution-
ist in the P.P. there is, therefore,

bership of the Proletarian Party, only one path to chose—repudiate

as well as of other Communist or-

(Continued on Page 8)

Party

fore yielded and a very “clever”
scheme was devised. The P.P.
was tg declare its willingness to
enter into unity ‘“negouations’
upon certain “conditions” being
ac¢epted in advance by (the C.
P.-0.—and there 1s where the run
lay. The conditions, as finauy
worked out, fourteen of them (a
sort of “Marxist” fourteen points)
were aimed at one thing—.0 give
those at present in conucol or ine
P.P. control of any united organ-
ization which mignt result irem
the negotiations, regardiess or
anything else. 'Thus, one of tha
conditions is for the N. E. C. of
the new organization to consisc or
the fifteen members of the N.w.C.
of the P. P, its national secretary,
and five mempers of the C.r.-u.,
that is the present leadership oi
the P.P. would have sixteen cuc o
the twenty-one members and also
che national secretary, and thus
would be the sole autnority in the
new organization tor the next two
years, when a convention would
e called. Another ‘*condition”
was that the P.P. was to name
three members of the C.P.-O., who
were not to hold office in the new
organization for five years. The
editorial board or the orficial or-
gan was to consist of three from
the P.P. and two from the C.P.-O.,
The national office was to be in
Chicago; These points need no
analysis. They are not “condi-
tions” aimed to promote Commun-
ist unity but rather to prevent it
and the act is so crude as to be
transparent even to a political
tyro. By the adoption of these
fourteen points the convention
condemned itseif in the eyes of all
honest revolutionists.

* Xk x

And What Now?

. The convention decisions make
it impossible for a revolutionist
interested in the forward march of
the movement to remain any
longer in the P.P. No other deduc-
tion can be drawn and this logica)
consequence was indeed drawn by
a large section of the pre-conven-
tion opposition. At the conven-
tion itself, Ed Anderson, member
of the N.E.C., and Serreine Lowe,
one of the founders of the party,
tendered their resignations. Both
were prominent members in the
party of long standing. Since the
convention, approximately thirty
members in Detroit have resigned
and also the delegate from Day-
ton, Ohio. Undoubtedly, other re-
signations will follow as they are
unavoidable consequences of the
convention decisions. The opposi-
tion members, both those still in
the P.P., as well as those already
out, cannot, however, be satisfied
with leaving the almost-defunect
P.P. If they are to continue re-
volutionary activity, they must
align themselves with the organ.
ization which expresses their new
outlook and which ecan provide
them with the forms of activity in
accord with the actual needs of
the working class. The pre-con-
vention discussion has already
shown the political direction of ths
viewpoint of the opposition com-
rades. It is true that there is still
a great deal of confusion among
the comrades themselves and many
are, naturally enough, still suffer-
ing from some of the “education”
they received in the Proletarian
Party. Clarity, however, can never
be brought about thru inactivity
and contemplation. Action itself
is the best demonstrator of the
correctness of policies. The com-
rades of the opposition must, if
they are to move at all, move for-
ward—and this can only be in one
direction, already indicated by
themselves—toward the Commun-
ist Party (Opposition). Any other
step taken by the opposition com-
rades would not only be a contra-
diction of their pre-convention
course but would simply result in a
repetition of their experiences in
side of the P.P. The Communist
Party (Opposition) calls upon the
opposition members of the Pro-
letarian Party to line up in the
struggle for a united, powerful
Qomm_unist movement and declares
its willingness to do everything
in its power to help them to find
their rightful places in the move-
ment,
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Sixteen Years of the

Soviet

(Continued from Page 1)
tem can be scrapped not by “ne-
cotiating” with the capitalists who
will never give up their position
of power and profit without bitter
resistance, but by determined and
unceasing class struggle of the
working class against the employ-
ing class, by using all means ne-
cessary to achieve the great end.
This is the road that the workers
and farmers of the Soviet Union
took in 1917 and the splendid soc-
ialist achievements of the Soviet
Union in the sixteen years that
followed are the best proof that
this is the only road for the work-
ers of the whole world. Thls is
the great significance of the So-
viet. Union; it proves withoul
shadow of doubt that the revolu-
tionary way out is the only way
out of the blind alley of capital-
ism, with all its savagery, misery
and horror!

The sixteen years of Soviet rule
have been marked by veritable
miracles of achievement in the
face of enormous difficulties. The
Russian workers and farmers,
with their fate in their own hands,
first beat back the united military
assault of the capitalistic world.
Then, with incredible persistence
and courage, they set to work to
reconstruct their ruined country
and its economic machinery. Fin-
ally, after more than ten years
of unremitting toil, they started a
grand nation-wide drive to build
up a completely socialistic society.
Today the almost miraculous ac-
complishments of the First Five-
Year Plan are a matter of history.
Even the capitalistic press of this
country is forced to recognize
that a new Russia is being born.
a Russia where exploitation and
oppression can find no place, a
Russia of, by and for the workers
and farmers!

PEEE

Defend The Soviet Uion!

Today, the Soviet Union stands
in grave danger of an imperial-
istic attack from two sides. In
Europe, Hitler Germany is making
no secret of its determination to
become the spearhead of a reac-
tionary coalition against the work-
ers republic. In the Far East,
Japan is hurling one provocation
after the other, hoping to for'ce
the Soviet Union into a war sit-
uation. In the face of all difficul-
ties, the Soviet Union has been
following a consistent policy of
peace, the only great power In the
world to do so. But to be success-
ful in its peace efforts, the U. S.
S. R. must have the support of
the workers of the whole world
against the shameless intrigues of
the capitalistic war-mongers. TDe-
fend the Soviet Union! .

The Soviet Union is the citadel
of the world labor movement! The
Soviet Union is the beacon-light
of labor, showing the workers the
real way out of the awful hell of
capitalism. the way of revolution,
the way of Communism!

SHIPYARD WORKERS
STRIKE IN N. Y.

(Continued from Page 1)

on the part of many strikers that
the leaders of the union had been
very hesitant in calling upon the
other crafts and that the_:y were
not pushing the strike with suf-
ficient vigor. Questions were rais-
ed on the floor on the problem of
getting tie strike-breakers out and
on picketing.

O}éher sng'akers were Mr. Taylor
and Ben Lifshitz, both of Locgl 416
of the International Association of
Machinists. The remarks of Tay-
lor mciuced the necessity of or-
ganizaticn, the question pf strike
commitiees, etc. The main points
emphasized by Lifshitz were that
the workers must realize that the
NRA was not an instrument for
workers, that the only way to gam
their demands was to get a_ll the
yards closed and thus to win the
strike. The shipyard workers
should follow the example of the
dye workers in Paterson whp clos-
ed cvery dye-house in the city.

The real way, to spread the
strike continued Lifshitz, was not
only to have a few pickets with
s‘gnt around the yards but by
mass picketing. .

The remarks of Lifshitz were

:well received.

Union

A rank and file
strike committee was elected at
the meeting and all preparations
were taken for clearing the strike
breakers from the yards on Mon-
day.

It is both tragic and amusing to
see the reports of the Daily Work-
er on the strike of the shipyard
workers. From these reports it
appears that the Steel and Metal
Workers Industrial Union is very
active on the floor of various strike
meetings, with its proposals to
spread the strike, etc. But at the
mass meetings of October 6 and
20, not one voice was raised by its
members with constructive pro-
posals for broadening the strike,
picketing and the other union
probems.

The T. U. U. L. “union” con-
tinues to follow the old policy ot
attacking the A. F. of L. unions,
instead of centering their fight a-
gainst the powerful enemies of the
workers, the shipyard magnates.

This strike demonstrates very
clearly the great opportunity that
militant workers have at the pre-
sent time for taking leadership in
strike struggles.

—B.

SILK WORKERS ON
STRIKE IN N. Y.

(Continued from Fage 1)

rach, is an energetic supporter of
the Fusion party campaign and a
sanctimonious advocate of “clean
government!” The workers are
determined to carry on their fight
until the recognition of the union
is gained.

The workers are united in their
support of the effort to build one
union of the silk workers in this
country affiliated with the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor—thsg
American Federation of Silk
Workers. The efforts of the Na-
tional Textile Workers Union to
burst upon a mass meeting of the
strikers and disrupt the organiz-
ation met with complete failure.
It is interesting to note the meth-
ods employed by this outfit. Ann
Burlak and her delegation, when
they appeared, were invited to the
strike committee by the organizer
However, theyv made no appear-
ance at the strike committee but
attempted to take over the mass
meeting by “putsch tactics.” The
workers repudiated their efforts
at disruption behind clouds of hy-
pocritical phrases about unity
The workers understand that
Communism is not responsible for
the stupid dual unionist tacties
employed by the official Commun-
ist Party thru its vest-pocket un-

Vote Communist!

(Continued from Page 1)

bankers and business men, the
“substantial” citizens, that he is
“safe”, that he is as conservative
as McKee. He has certainly con-
vinced Ogden Mills, the arch-reac-
tionary Republican leader who is
now suppcrting him. What can la-
b:r expect ¢f a man, backed by the
Republican machine and endorsed
by Hoover’s ex-Secretary of the
Treasury?

Charles Solomon is going thru
the motions ¢f running on the So-
cialist ticket. Just as La Guardia
is trying to hide his alleged “radi-
cialism” and parade as a conserva-
tive, so is Sclomon trying to shove
his alleged “Socialism” into the
background and parade as a non-
descript liberal. The ingrained ten-
dency of the Soc’alist Party to
fawn upon the capitalists and com-
promise at every opportunity, to
condone and even abet everything
that is rotten and reactionary in
the labor movement itself, is cer-
tainly a reason for wide-awake and
militant workers not to support it
in the coming elections.

The Communist Party ticket,
headed by Rcbert Minor, is the
only one standing fourquare and
without compromise for the work-
ers in these elections. The current
tactics of the Communist Party are
entirely false and suicidal; its elec-
tions program is subject to severest
criticism on many points. But its
principles are fundamentally sound
and thorely pro-labor and by voting
for it the workers of New York
can not only express their break
with the capitalistic candidates, O’
Brien, McKee and La Guardia, not
only register their dissatisfaction
with the compromising tactics of
the Socialists, but also declare
their support of the only effective
labor policy—uncompromising and
unceasing struggle against the ca-
pitalists.

ions. They greeted with applause
the assartion that the Communists
in Russia never split a trade un-
ion and that the duty of Commun-
ists is to to join the existing trade
unions in order to build them and
make them militant organizations
with which to carry on the strug-
gle against the employers.

GERMAN FASCISM

AND THE WORKERS
by Leo (Berlin)

5¢ a copy
3 cents in bundles
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Hitler Leaves League and
Orders New “Elections”

(Continued from Page 1)

are placing in the way of the re-
surgence of the new German im-
perialism. But primarily the move
was made for home consumption
The aggravation of the economic
situation and the domestic situa-
tion generally placed upon the
Nazi regime the necessity of mak-
ing some sensational move to allay
discontent at home and to weld to-
gether the nationalistic front; the
League of Nations situation pro-
vided the opportunity.

In the declaration justifying his
drastic step, Hitler made an open
bid to the West European imperial-
ist powers for a block against the
Soviet Union in which Nazi Ger-
many would be the spearhead. It
is rumored also that some sort of
understanding aimed at the U. S.
S. R. has been arrived at between
Germany and Japan, who also quit
the League recently.

Meanwhile an intensive propa-
ganda campaign is under way in
Germany to stimulate the jingo-
istic prejudices of the people and
line them up behind the Naazis.
Hitler is obviously counting on a
tremendous popular mandate which
he will be able to use to advan-
tage at home and abroad. The
election arrangements have been
completed in true Nazi style. On
the question of foreign policy the
people are to be permitted to vote
“yes” or “no”; no secret is made,
however, of the consequences to be
visited upon anyone who “betrays
the German people” by voting in
the negative. But in the mock
Reichstag elections to be held at
the same time only one ticket, the
Nazi ticket, is to be allowed; to
fail to vote for this ticket means
to invalidate the entire ballot!

The growing isolation of Ger-
many internationally is having a
double effect at home: on the one
hand, it is stimulating jingoistic
nationalism among large sections
of the people but, on the other, it
is also creating considerable mis-
giving with Nazi rule. But the
latter sentiment will dissipate in
entire futility unless it can be
utilized by a strong and united
anti-Faseist movement, which, un-
fortunately, does not yet exist in
Germany.

U. S. TO RECOGNIZE
SOVIET UNION

(Continued from Page 1)
nistration, with the failure of the
NRA staring in the face, needed
some bold step that would not only
attract favorable public attention
but would also hold out some subs-
tantial promise of economic relief.
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Beginning a most timely

article series by

At the same time, an improvement
of relations with the Soviet Union
would serve as a counterweight to
Japanese ambitions in -the Far
East, another important considera-
tion for the United States.

Chief among the questions to be
discussed before recognition is
ccmpleted is the matter of Amer-
ican public and private debts con-
tracted during the Czarist and Ke-
rensky periods and naturally re-
pudiated by the Soviet govern.
ment. In these days of wholesale
repudiations and “moratoria” in
international financial affairs, it
will hardly be possible for the Un-
ited States to make any case on
the basis of the alleged “sanctity
of debts.” The position of the So-
viet Union is a thoroly practical
one: While it does not recognize
any obligation in principle to pay
debts contracted by the exploiters
and oppressors of the people under
the old regime, it is willing to pay
an extra percentage for -credits
granted which might be devoted by
the recipients of the extra percent-
age to debt liquidation.

The recognition of the Soviet
Union will have important econo-
mic consequences on a world scale.
The considerable purchases of ma-
chinery and raw materials that the
Soviet Union will make from the
United States will occur at the ex-
pense of Germany and to some ex-
tent of Great Britain. For the
United States, the recognition of
the Soviet Union will mean a cer-
tain improvement .dn the eco-
nomic situation as a result of the
growing purchases that the U.
S. S. R. is expected to make on
the basis of the credits it will re-
ceive.

The improved economic relations
coming with Soviet recognition
will be a great aid in carrying thru
the Second Five-Year Plan in
which the working masses of the
Soviet Union are now engaged.

The recognition of the Soviet
Union by the United States is an
eloquent tribute to the effective
and realistic international policy
based on peace that the Soviet gov-
ernment has been following since
its foundation. It is a big victory
for the workers of the whole
world!

ROOSEVELT TAKES
INFLATION STEP

(Continued from Page 1)
tionist block in Congress are hail-
ing the move as a step in their
direction. In the words of Presi-
dent Roosevelt himself. the coun-
try, under new policy, is “continu-
ing to move toward a managed
currency.”

Inflation, at first thru control of
gold prices but later on thru other
means. is one of the measures that
the administration has held in re-
sarve for use when NRA would

show signs of “weakness”. Now
that hopes of success from the NRA
are growing dimmer and dimmer.
and admissions of failure are
heard even in Presidential circles,
the administration is seeking re-
fuge first in the expected eco-
nomic effects of Soviet recognition,
secondly in inflation and third. it
is presumed. in a more extensive
program of public works.

THE MARXISM OF
SIDNEY HOOK

(Continued from Page 4)
Marx, who, as is well known, read
the ‘entire manuscrint and even
wrote parts of it himself, never
offered any objection or eriticism
at all. Such circumstantial evid-
ence has decisive significance for a
man of Marx’s theoretical sensiti-
vity and insistence on intellectual
Cl#}l“lt-V. Marx never hesitated to
criticise and that sharplv on other
occasions (on certain judgements
of events in the American Civil
War). But Marx seems to have
fullv aereed with the “Anti-
Duehring”. Hook’s instrumental-
ism leads him astray here also.

(concluded in the next issue)
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MORRIS HILLQUIT

HE career of Morris Hillquit, the recently deceased national chair-

man of the Socialist Party, mirrored in itself the entire career of
his party from its auspicious rise at the turn of the century to its in-
glorious decline in the post-war period. And the signs are not lacking
that his death may mark the beginning of a new alignment in the Social-
ist movement perhaps a “new deal” for the Socialist workers.

Hillquit sprang into general prominence in the labor movement thru
his vigorcus struggle against the deadening sectarianism and oppressive
party autocracy that came to be known as De Leonism. It was under
his leadership, among others, that the healthy elements in the old So-
cialist Labor Party broke with that outlived organization and helped to
form the Socialist Party. It was thru his efforts that some elementary
ideas of Marxism in principles and tactics began to penetrate the Amer-
ican Socialist movement, which showed itself characteristically imper-
vious to such influences. It was in this period, culminating in the first
decade of the new century, that Morris Hillquit and the Socialist Party
played a valuable and progressive role in the development of revolu-
tionary class organization of the proletariat in this country.

But this period was socn over. Within the Socialist Party, the
struggle of tendencies broke out: between a left wing fundamentally
revolutionary but tainted with syndicalistic prejudices and a right wing,
fundamentally reformist but knowing how to make capital out of the
sectarian excesses of their opponents. Morris Hillquit lined up, im-
mediately and irrevocably, with the opportunists and thereby became
increasingly a reactionary force in the Socialist movement. His un-
flagging energy and undeniable talents he dedicated to the cause of the
emasculation of American Socialism and it cannot be said that his ef-
forts proved unsuccessful. The Cleveland convention of 1912, the St.
Louis convention of 1917, the Chicago convention of 1919 and the Mi-
waukee convention of 1932 were milestones in his steep decline. Often,
as at the St. Louis emergency “war” convention, he knew how to.as-
sume “left” protective coloring and thereby brought into play the worst
features of his character, but as time went on his theroly reactionary
role became unmistakable.

For a number of years before his death, Morris Hillquit was the
Rock of Gibraltar of the extreme right wing in the S. P., its brains and
its will. To the rebellious elements in the party he became a veritable
obsession, the embodied tradition of reaction. And, in fact, it was he
who held together the right wing majority of the National Committee,
who arose as an indomitable force against every effort to turn the S. P.
even a hair’s-breadth to the left.

1t is clear enough now that his death materially changes the balance
of forces in the Socialist Party. It is hardly to be doubted that the old
and somewhat demoralized“militant” movement will now revive and chal-
lenge the leadership of the badly hit reactionary clique in many sections
of the Socialist Party, perhaps even nationally. It is hardly to be
doubted, that insofar as the traditional “Militant” movement was sim-
ply and solely an anti-Hillguit movement, the death of its arch-enemy
will become a loosening influence for its disintegration, a stimulus to
recrystallization and differentiation.

It is here indeed that hope lies within the S. P. With its assump-
tion of responsibility, if not of power, the traditional ‘“Militant” move-
ment will surely shed its last remaining pretense to revolutionary char-
acter and thus alienate the most sincere of its followers. At the same
time, the collapse of the anti-Hillquit block will certainly liberate the
more conscicusly radical forces and provide, for the first time perhaps,
a real basis for the emergence of a genuine left, that is, revolutionary,
Communist, wing in the Sccialist Party.

From the German Battle Front

burg, Frankfort on the Main and

Revolutionary Trade Union Work.
Cologne, the Thuringian district

Stuttgart, Germany.

A trade union committee has
been set up in Stuttgart consisting
of members of the Social-demo-
cratic Party, of the Communist
Party, of the Communist Opposi-
tion and of non-partisan workers.
This committee publishes a trade
union paper. In the various parts
of the town there are trade union
leaderships whose representatives
form the city leadership. A special
editorial committee has also been
created. Members of all political
tendencies support the paper. The
creation of genuine working class
trade unions, illegal of course,
confronts us now as a practical
task. The objective conditions are
already ripe. Official party mem-
bers are already willing to co-
operate. The party’s change in
trade union policy also brings us
nearer to the C. P. G. members
because they know that we took
a correct stand on the trade union
question from the beginning. The
same holds true for the S. P. G.
Leading S. P. G. functionaries
consider the creation of illegal
class unions as necessary and are
showing open sympathy for our

position. We have also the sup-
port of the Socialist Workers
Youth.

* * *

Illegal Papers Of The C. P. G.-O

In adition to the many local and
district papers published bv the
¢. P, G.-0. in Breslau, fHam-

organization is also handing out a
district paper. In Gera, “Der
Kampf” appears every two weeks;
in Jena and Tiefenort, there are
special papers. The West Saxon
district publishes “Die Einheit”, a
weekly paper with a circulation of
1.000. In Berlin the “Arbeiter-
stimme” appears every two weeks;
in the Solingen, “Der Neue Weg”;
in Wuerttemberg, the ‘“Arbeiter-

stimme”. The Reich leadership
publishes the monthly “Junius-
Briefe” as its official organ. Then

there is the foreign monthly organ,
‘Gegen den Strom.”
£ * *
The Communist Youth Opposition
Forges Ahead

Berlin, Germany.

Tho organizationally weake:
than the C. P. G.-O., as Com-
munist Youth Opposition is con-
tinuing its activity under the most
difficult conditions with a united
leadership in the entire Reich. It
has suffered in individual districts
because of arrests. The Reich
leadershin of the C. Y.-O. is re-
suming the regular publication of
youth material. The C. B.-O.
works more closely with the C. P.
G.-O. than in legal times. Tha
official Young Communist League
has suffered heavy losses in the
last few months; it is organiza-
tionally not much stronger than
the C. Y.-O.

ANTI-NAZI PANEL IN RIVERA MURALS

OPEN LETTER TO THE P.P.

(Continued from page 6)

the decisions of the convention. re-
pudiate the Keracher clique whick
has become a parasitic growth on
the P.P. and treats it as private
property of the clique. break with
the reactionary standpatter why
have been able to move only back:
wards in fourteen years. Forward
to Communist unity and a united
Communist Party!

The decisions of the convention
on the question of Communist uni-
ty lay down fourteen peints as
conditions for unity. We do not
propose to enter into a detailed
analysis of these points. To any
one reading them carefully, their
objective is clear—not to lay a
basis for unity but to make unity
impossible. In our appeal to the
Proletarian Party we laid down no
conditions. We said: You are a
Communist organization; We are
a Communist organization. We
have many points in common but

we still have many differences.
Therefore, let us come together
for an unprejudiced discussion.

The convention answered with the
infamous “fourteen” points. These
“fourteen points” are an unasham-
ed and unprincipled confession of
the present clique in control of the
P.P. that they are for unity only
if they will be guaranteed control
of the united organization for at
least two years. It is for this rea-
son that thev insist on no con-
vention for the next two years,
the new National Committee to be
made up of the 15 members at
present on the N. E. C. of the
P.P., 5 from the C. P.-O. and the
present secretary of the P.P., that
is Keracher—and this regardless
of numerical relations, regardless
of the desires of the membership,
regardless even of the situation in-
.side the P.P. itself.

Comrades of the Proletarian
Party: We appeal to you not to
let vourself become a party to
this farce which can only make a
laughing-stock of all those involv-
ed in it. Already the P.P. is in
a severe crisis as a result of the
reactionary character of the con-
vention decisions. This is indicat-
ed by the resignation from the
party of about thirty of the most
active members in Detroit and by

the resignation of two such out-
standing members of the party as
Ed Anderson and Serreine Lowe.
These resignations do not perturb

the small clique in the national of-
fice—because they are interested
only in preserving their clique hold
and not in building a real organiza-
tion of a working class character.
But these resignations must be an
alarm signal to the honest mem-
bership of the Proletarian Party—
a signal that the P.P., as at pre-
sent organized, and constituted,
has outlived its usefulness and can.
in the future, serve only as an obs-
tacle in the forward march of the
working class. No honest revolu-
tionist can maintain any furthe:
connection with an organization

which is fast becoming a mere
corpse.
Comrades! Repudiate the Kera-

cher clique! Stop giving it any
support! Organize your forces for
real, effective Communist activity!
Come into the movement for Com-
munist unity! Unite with the Com-
munist Party (Opposition) in the
campaign for a united, powerful
Communist Party in this country
and a united powerful Communist
International!

National Committee
Communist Party (Opposition)

THE A.F.L. CONVENTION
WASHINGTON

(Continued from Page 3)
enough. No large-scale and far-
visioned plan of unionization and
of nation-wide strike action fot
union recognition, higher wages
and shorter hours. was worked out.
nor any campaign against the
mounting open shop and company
union menace. Craft wunionism
emerged triumphant, at least tem-
porarily. The splendid militancy
of the workers, the most promis-
ing sign on the labor horizon for
vears. was definitely discouraged
and frowned uvon. at least as
much as the officials dared. The
attempt to broaden the A. F. of
L. Executive Council to include
revresentatives of “he most im-
nortant international unions was
lefeated. The appeal to break
down the barriers against colored
workers and to eliminate the vici-
ocus Jjim-crow practises in many
unions. went almost unheeded, in
snite of the fine-sounding resolu-
tion nasssd. A mere routine re-
solution was considered enough on
the burning question of unemplov-
ment insurance. And finally. the
prowosal for independent labor
political action, raised in a half-
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THE LITTLE GOLDEN CALF,
by Ilya IlIf and Eugene Petrov

Should the reader unacquainted
with Soviet life accept this tale
as representative, he would be as
grossly deceived as if he were to
trust its title and take it for a
children’s tale. It has, indeed, its
elements of fantasy but it is sure-
ly fantastic to believe that the So-
viet authorities would allow such
a sly rogue, as the authors picture
their hero, to interfere for any
length of time with the upbuilding
of the new world.

The authors omit almost entirely
the background absolutely neces-
sary for any picture of Soviet life
today, the gigantic tasks of con-
struction, of growth, with the ac-
companying hardships, failures,
successes. Without such a back-
ground, the story is totally dis-
torted, lacking perspectives. To
the conscious Soviet worker, who
knows what’s what, the story can
do no harm; indeed, it may provide
him with a little fun at his own
expense. But the worker outside
can gain nothing from the book
except a false outlook.

The story, in brief, deals with
money as the sole ambition of a
rogue who extracts it from a
speculator who has himself accu-
mulated millions thru speculation.
But all he can do with it, is to
keep it hidden in a valise. In So-
viet Russia there is no room for
private wealth; it is a burden and
a curse to those possessing it. This
much, at least, is made clear.

Satire is a splendid weapon. as
Lunacharsky so vividly describes
in his very fine introduction to the
story. “The satiric scorpion is
directed against philistinism and
burocracy which, like dust carried
in the air, interferes with the re-
gular breathing of young organ-
isms.” But I doubt greatly if sat-
ire alone can really kill anything
besides the arguments of an op-
ponent in debate. B

hearted manner by some unions,
was decisively defeated, the feder-
ation declaring its determination
to stick by the bankrupt and dis-
credited practise of being a tail-
end of one or the other or both of
the capitalist paz;ties.

* *

Realignments In The Officialdom

The Washington convention also
brought to expression important
realignments in the “official fami-
Iv” of the A. F. of L. In general
the situation has made for the
emergence to the fore of the more
“up-to-date”, “modern” and, in a
certain sense, less conservative
sections of the burocracy. as dra-
matized in the partial shelving of
Matthew Woll at the convention
and the revolt against craft fet-
ishism. As at Cincinnati last
year, so in Washington today,
John L. Lewis succeeded in mak-
ing himself the expression of this
tendency, this time with the pres-
tige of the powerful U. M. W. A,
behind him. As against these
clements, were the standpatters
and ultra-reactionaries, who refus-
ed completely to recognize any-
thing new and who bitterly resist-
ed even the slightest modification
of the hidebound and outworn tra-
ditions of the A. F. of L. Between
the two, was the vacillating fac-
tion, including Green himself
which essayed to play the role of
mediator and peace-maker. It is
already clear enough that in the
lower ranks of the A. F. of L. the
first tendency is making definite
headway and will gain strength in
the future.

It was no less characteristic of
the situation in the labor move-
ment that, at the convention,
there was not one left wing or
really progressive delegate pre-
sent. The old left wing move-
ment in the trade unions is shat-
tered, due primarily to the insane
sectarianism of the official Com-
munist Party. The Socialist Par-
ty makes no pretense at all of
playmg a progressive role in the
unions. The Communist Opposi-
tion, in spite of the great head-
way it has made in the trade
union movement, is not vet in the
position to take the initiative in the
organizational crystallization of
left wing sentiment. This remains

the great task of the future,.,



	v2n22-p10-nov-01-1933-WA
	v2n22-p23-nov-01-1933-WA
	v2n22-p40-nov-01-1933-WA
	v2n22-p50-nov-01-1933-WA
	v2n22-p67-nov-01-1933-WA
	v2n22-p80-nov-01-1933-WA

