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Silk Workers Hold Firm in Big Strike

A. F. S. W. Leads Splendid Struggle

3,000 IN KNIT
600DS STRIKE

New York City.

After ten days of intensive org-
anization work, conducted by prog-
ressive rank and file members of
the International Ladies Garment
Workers Union, a settlement has
been effected in the New York
knit-goods trade involving the I.L.
G.W.U., the United Textile Work-
ers and the Metropolitan Associa-
tion of the employers. More than
3,000 strikers from forty-five mills
had been out.

Accepting and using the starva-
tion textile code, the U.T.W. offi-
cials had been ‘“organizing’” the
knit-goods workers with the co-
operation of the bosses, coercing
and intimidating the workers. The
workers were told to pay one dol-
lar to the gangster “organizers” of
the U.T.W. and receive their books
—no struggle for better conditions,
no strike. The Needle Trades
Workers Industrial Union, the T.
U.U.L. organization, had been
making concession after concession
to the employers in an attempt to
maintain their dual union. In con-
trast, however, the I.L.G.W.U. has
maintained a clear-cut, militant
position, fighting the gangsterism
of the U.T.W. and the sabotaging
concessions of the Industrial
Union. It won many mills from

(Continued on last page)

Paterson, N. J.

A most inspiring and heartening
example to the entire working class
are the 60,000 silk workers on
strike for over a month nnder the
leadership of the American Fed-
eration of Silk Workers. In face
of the most difficult conditions, the

!

by Minnie Lurye

sylvania, a consolidation of the na-
tional strike committee to include
representatives of all silk centers
and continue the fight!

The bosses made desperate ef-

strikers stand firm in their determ-’ forts to get the workers back to
ination to carry on their fight un- ; work. Letters and post cards were

til their demands for recognition
of the union, the 30-hour week, the
$36 minimum wage and the two-
loom system are granted.

Atterapts of the National Labor
Board and the manufacturers to
send the strikers back to work
have failed dismally. The NRA re-
presentatives, together with Me-
Mahon, head of the United Textile
Workers, and other weak-kneed of-
ficials, agreed to accept a five-
week “truce” and send the workers
back. As a sop, they offered the
workers a very slight increase in
wages. Not a word about union
recognition, the most important de-
mand! And not a word about a
decrease in hours or the demand of
the workers for the two-loom sys-
tem as against the life-sapping six-
loom system under which they are
forced to work now!

* %

The NRA “Truce” Is Rejected!

A tribute to the militancy and
courage of the strikers was their
unanimous rejection of this offer.
Their answer to the bosses was a
decisive ¢ e: mass picket lines,
spreading the strike to New Eng-

land and to silk centers in Penn-

real meaning of the NRA.

sent to the strikers in Paterson,
urging them to resume their jobs.
Some bosses even made personal
visits to the homes of strikers. The
bosses strategy to reopen a few
mills, and thus try to start a stam-
pede of the strikers back to work,
failed completely.

The five-week truce offer was an
attempt to get the workers back
into the mills, stock up on material
and, by the time the code hearings
on silk would open, to have suffi-
cient silk on hand so that, even if
the workers did go on strike, it
would no longer be a serious threat
to the manufacturers. It is obvious
that the plan of the NRA and the
bosses was to smash the strike and
then cram down the throat of the
workers the $13 cotton code. This
scheme only helped to expose the
The
strikers have raised the question
very vigorously: The NRA “prom-
ises” to put us back to work-—-
why then don’t they grant our de-
mand for a 30-hour week? The
NRA “promises” to increase the
purchasing power of the workers,
and then has the audacity to offer
us $13 a week. The answer of the

national strike committee and
every silk worker is to continue
the strike. This despite the ex-
treme poverty and intolerable con-
ditions in which the strikers find
themselves. Evictions are taking
place daily. Strikers come to the
union office complaining that their
gas and electricity have been shut
off. The union treasury is empty
and the first efforts are now being
made to organize a relief appara-
tus. Yet, despite these serious ob-
stacles, the national strike commit-
tee of the American Federation of
Silk Workers has decided to con-
tinue the fight.

* ok *

The Throwsters And Dyers

A substantial section of the
strike are the 3 000 throwsters, a
most militant group, on strike for
the first time. A picket line
wouldn’t be complete without the
throwsters, singing and cheering
for their newly organized union.
Attempts are being made to get
30,000 throwsters out in the An-
thracite.

The dye workers also answered
the general strike call (under the
leadership of the United Textile
Workers) and are carrying on a
hard fight. Several attempts have
been made to send them back to
work on “compromise” settlements
but the strikers have rejected these
proposals and stand firm in their
determination to win their demand
for a 30-hour week and the $30-
week minimum. McMahon is doing

(Continued on page 5)

1,500 HEAR
LOVESTONE

New York City.

Over 1,500 people jammed Irving
Plaza Hall on Saturday evening,
September 16, in the largest meet-
ing ever arranged by the Commu-
nist Opposition in- this city, to hear
Jay Lovestone speak on Germany
and the recent developments in the
labor movement of Europe. Charles
S. Zimmerman, manager of Dress-
makers Local 22, IL.L.G.W.U, was
chairman. The spirit and.vigor of
the meeting were splendid.

Lovestone had just returned
from a three-month trip to Europe
in the course of which he covered
Engiand, France, Spain and Ger-
many. “The Communist move-
ment in Germany is not dead,” the
speaker declared, “and those who
maintain this either do not know
what they are talking about or else
they are substituting wishing for
thinking.” The C.P.G. still has
about 20,000 members and the Ger-
man Communist Opposition about
8,000, while the fr— es of the So-
cial-democrats rea. about 25,000
mostly of the youth.

A vigorous defenze was made of
the fundamental Comm- iist posi-
tion against the new attacks of the
Trotskyites and left reformists
who maintain that the Communist
Party of Germany and tne Commu-
nist International have “betrayed”

(Continued on Page T)

Unemployed Face Starvation
This Winter, Report Warns

New York City.

Despite all the recent ballyhoo
about recovery conducted under the
auspices of the Blue Eagle, “there
has never been a more serious un-
employment relief problem con-
fronting the city than exists to-
day,” according to the statement
issued on September 24 by the
Welfare Council of New York City,
representing the city’s major relief
agencies.

In this declaration, which took
the form of a letter to Mayor O’
Brien and members of the Board
of Estimate, the Welfare Council
recommended that public expendi-
tures for relief be increased from
the present (supposed) level of $6,-
500,0000 to at least $10,000,000 a
month. It pointed out that more
than half of this amount would
come from state and Federal funds,
so that actual city expenditures
would be less than $5,000,000.

Estimating the number of job-
less in the city as about 1,000,000
with little prospect of any real re-
duction the coming Winter, the
Welfare Council warned that “un-
less more nearly adequate funds
can be made available, the suffer-
ing of our people is likely to be
more intense and widespread than
at any time during the past four
years of depression and unemploy-
ment.” It criticized very sharply
the custom of deferring relief ap-
vropriations until late in the current
month as causing cruel uncertainty
for the jobless. Largely discount-

ing the fantastic claims of NRA
enthusiasts, the Welfare Council
declared: “It would be tragic,
indeed, to be unduly optimistic
about the immediate prospect of
industrial recovery and to rely
upon hopes and expectations when
the lives and well-being of over
1,000,000 people are at stake.
There has been some sign of indus-
trial improvement . . . but this
improvement will not affect the
relief- problem in New York City
for the coming Winter.” To illus-
trate the “complete and utter
inadequacy of relief” and the grow-
ing misery of the jobless, the Wel-
fare Council quotes figures to
prove that evictions for non-pay-
ment of rent were three times as
numerous in the city in August
1933 than what they had been in
August 1932.

The average of $23 a month now
given to some 100,000 families as
home relief is “barely enough to
keep body and soul together,”
declares the Welfare Council,
“leaving little, if anything, for
rent, gas, electric light or fuel,
clothing, medical supplies or car-

fare.” It points to the fact that the!

same quantity of food that could
be purchased last March for 96¢
now costs $1.10, “with a further
rise in prices anticipated.”

In its recommendations the Wel-
fare Council urges that the month-
ly relief grant per family be in-
creased to at least $40 and that
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rolls cr on the application lists,
be granted relief. It also calls upon
the city to take over the work
relief and food distribution activ-
ities of the Gibson Committee and
the Red Cross which will be sus-
pended on September 29. It finally
advises the replacement of the
degrading food-ticket system by
cash relief.
* * *

The authoritative factual report
of the Welfare Council should
shock even the most NRA-intoxic-
ated people into a state of sober
realism. With rising prices and
shrinking relief and with employ-
ment showing only the very slight-
est improvement, the unemployed
of this ecity are facing a terrible
Winter. Unless the jobless succeed
in building up and uniting their
organizations and in putting up a
militant fight for their very ex-
istence, nothing that has happen-
ed in the last four years will com-
pare with the awful misery of the

20,000 new families, now on the coming Winter.

Strike Wave Sweeps Country,
As Workers Build Unions

A gigantic wave of strikes is
sweeping the country. In sensa-
tional contrast to the apathetic and
stagnant atmosphere in the labor
movement only a year ago, every-
thing is feverish activity and mil-
itant struggle today.

The first official government fig-
ures available are for July 1933,
which, it must be remembered, was
a relatively “quiet” month com-
pared to August and September.
In the month of July 1932, there
were 66 strikes reported; in July
1933, 165. In the month of July
1932, 20,890 strikers were involved
in struggles beginning in that
month; in July 1933, 109,752. In
July 1932, 740,785 man-days were
lost because of strikes; in July
1933, 2,143,085.

The growth of strikes is aston-
9je] Sy 'ssouudppms S3I ur Juryst
as April 1933, there were only 72
strikes in the month, less than the
year before (April 1932: 89). The
big jump came in May and has
been continuing thereafter.

The strike wave has affected
practically every industry of any
importance in the country. In
New York City alone, the third
week of September saw more than
120,000 workers on strike all at
once, according to official figures,
including 15,000 painters, 15.000
white-goods workers, nearly 10,000
knit-goods workers, nearly 10,000
dyers, 3,000 doll and toy workers,
etc. In the needle trades, one
strike has followed another after

the brilliant victory of the dress-
makers and the I.L.G.W.U. has
gained tens of thousaids of new
members.

The three main centers of strike
struggle today arc: the bituminous
mining industry, the auto industry
and the metal trades associated
with it and the silk textile indus-
try. In Western Pennsylvania and
West Virginia, fully 100,000 soft-
coal miners are out on strike for
union recognition. The strike is
even beginning to affect the steel
mills along the Ohio River. Auto-
mobile workers all over the coun-
try, particularly those in the Ford
plants, are out demanding wage in-
creases and wunion recognition.
About 9,000 tool and die makers
are on strike in the Detroit, Flint
and Pontiac areas under the lead-
ership of the Mechanic Educa-
tional Society, an independent
group. In Chester, Pa., the strike
in the Ford plant has been spread-
ing and, under its influence, 1,200
men of the Ford plant at Edge-
water, N. J., have come out. The
wave of struggle among the auto
workers has reached as far as San
Francisco.

Meanwhile 60,000 silk workers
are still out on strike after over a
month of militant struggle.

These are great days for the la-
bor movement and they are days
that will test the clarity, vitality
and tactical ability of all tenden-
cies within it.
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On “Sccial- Fasecism” And The Trade Unions

by Bertram I). Wolfe
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1 Social-faxctem
The phrase, “zocinl-fageism™ wak
Iovented in order to lump Bociat
kst support of capitallar togathor
with Fascist suppert of capitaliam
thus justifying the rejection of o
nnited labor front against Fascism
It did incolenlable harm to thz rela
tions betwesn the Communist and
Socialist  poarties, between Com-
munizt and Sochalivt workers. |1
prevented the parly from differ
ontiating between Sociul-democraey
gnd Faselum. Differentintion iz the
beginning of &l understanding. Itz
denmporoualy wrong charaster ax an
sccurate formulation (it may have
felt good a8 a term of abuse) has
been  frightfully demonsirated in
Germany.
2. Trade umions
You recognize thal the trade

pEriv. If your fight gaing volum»
ard you are not expelled then we

That would be the best and least
painful way, for vou, for us. fo4
the party. But bitler exparience
has taupht us that the harder way
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Even caution ia mo crime.  Bol &
«ham fieht which {5 abandonrad in

PORTANT T THE PARTY
THAT IT CANNOT STOP EVEN

TOMN. “Onee a member of the party
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rectigal and harm of r ecartaln
doctrine, he ia duly bound to taks

COSTS." 8o wrote Lenin,  And
“all coste" ineludes expulaion nnd
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It way not easy for us 1o Some
to that conclusion. Far from fore-
ing expulaion, we at Arst of fored
Lo accapt the false line to avoin
sxpulsion and to walt for o new
digguasiept poriod and the ex
periente with that line Lo convimes
the party. The pressnt leadership
dared mot permit a discus<inn for
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expulsen and felt obliped 10 sab
stitute (antastic perzonal sianders
for examination of cor views
Slander haz become @ subatitute
for digeussion of prineples
1 da not ask you und olhzr parts
members . avd  funetionaries whe
zgree with ws, or partially agrec
with @y, to step oul, Fay from it!
i ask vou to stay in and fight for
the health and corpect Hoe of the

will smon. be readmitted as well

union lne of the party has beon
marksd by sectarianism for the
past thres years. It began to go
wrong prier o three years apo
The first blunders were made by
us, when we were in the leadership
of the party, Under the presaure
of the new “eft™ line a8 imposeu
wpin uz by Losovsky, we spdit ihe
United Mine Workers and formed
the National Miners Union. Wi

the middle or never gots realts
under wiy oul of fear pf pordonal
mngaquances—loss of funatinmary
post  lods of parly card. tlander
gnd  ahuge—zurh = zham fHght
would be a crime agzins’ the in-
tereats of the parly and the work
ing class
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ghooid have fought that. We didn't

for two reasens: (1) We dida'y
yet have the gutz ta fight for cor
pect txctics al all cost and (25 we
had not yot clesriy formulated our
canceptions.  After or during the
expidsion period, this false lipe
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internationally. I4 proved mos!
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infigence (i the German uanions,
buailt paper “red unions" "work
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them and split them, with the e

sult that, when the crisiz came
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The Marxism of Sidne

A Review of His Book

“science”; (4) his incorrect estima-
tion of the relation of natural sci-
ence and general social and cultur-
al values; (5) his obvious leanings
towards Dewey’s instrumentalism
as a corrective to Marxism; and
(6) his errors in economics (which
constitutes the weakest part of the
book). I proceed to a short discus-

TOWARDS THE UNDERSTAND-
ING OF KARL MARX, by Sid-
The John Day Com-

ney Hook.
pany, New York, 1933.

Sidney Hook’s book. “Towards

the Understanding of Karl Marx”

comes as the culmination of five
years of writing on his part on
Marx and Marxism. Much water
has flowed under the bridge since
he first started writing, and it is
not surprising that his ideas on
the subject have developed and
changed. Certainly, his views as
presented here are different in im-
portant respects from those enun-
ciated in 1928 in his first articles

in “The Journal of Philosophy” and
“The Modern Quarterly”. It is
not quite true to say, as Hook does,
that his early articles “contaip
material whose phrasing has given
rise to serious misinterpretation”.
It was more than just phrasing.
Bg that as it may, he raises cer-
tain moot questions quite sharply,
making discussion and clarification
of them necessary. With the pres-
ent drift amongst intellectuals and
the consequent interest in Marxist
ideas, this is especially essential.
Marxism has always to discuss and
rediscuss, to educate those coming
closer to the movement and, yes,
to re-educate those already in the
movement., And the issues must be
faced honestly and clearly.
The discussion revolving about
Hook’s writings (chiefly between
Hook on one side and the Commu-
nist Party and Eastman on the
other) has so far brought forth
little clarification indeed regard-
ing the issues raised. The attitude
of the official party pundits to-
wards Hook has, of course, been
quite  characteristic. = Jerome’s
“demolition” of Hook, not entirely
glgvoid of valid criticism, certainly
hit a new high for argument by
misquotation and downright distor-
tion (and that at a time when
there is no dearth of talent in that
direction) plus, of course, the
habitual “third period” curse-olo-
gy. And Browder’s subsequent ef-
fuglon, tho also containing some
points of merit, was, in the main,
a weak whitewash of Jerome’s
crx_minal method of polemic. In
spite of its verbal fluency, it miss-
ed the chief points at issue and its
accomplishment was little indeed.
The mountain labored and brought
forth a microscopic titmouse. And
as far as the Eastman-Hook fracas
is concerned (the polemic is in
danger of becoming the longest
marathon polemic on record, and
in its present post-mortem stage
hgs descended to downright fish-
wifery on both sides), it certainly.
demolished what slight theoretical
pretensions Eastman imagined he
possessed (tho Eastman did get

in a good lick here and there).

* % =x
Hook’s Achievements
Let it be said at once, there are
excellent parts in this book, clear-
ly and forcefully expressed, with
which no student of Marx can
have the slightest quibble. I enum-
erate these and pass on: Hook’s
criticism of reductive materialism,
his criticism of opposed historical
theories, his chapters on dialeciics,
his discussion of the sta®, of revo-
lution, of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, his trenchant ecriticism
of the theory and practise of So-
cial-democracy (in spite of Jer-
ome’s creatively imaginative at-
tempt to make Hook out a siamese
twin of Bernstein) and especially
hxs_e}nphasis on the dynamic, the
activistic aspect of Marxism as
symbolized in Marx’s glosses on
Feuerbach in contradistinction to
the automatic, fatalistic conception
of Marxism commonly held.

Paradoxically enough, however,
Hook’s treatment of this last point
becomes the basic source of all his
errors. It is because of his instru-
mentalist (in the Deweyan sense)
slant here and because of his strict-
ly loglca_l and not dialecticai treat-
ment (in spite of an excellent
theoretical chapter on dialectics)
of change, transformation, involv-
ing the subjective factor of class
attitude, which results in: (1) his
narrowing down of Marxism as a
whole to practically method only;
(2) his erroneous view of the re-
lation between class bias and ob-

past several decades.
we have been treated by radical
and conservative alike (disregard-
ing the motives) to the most fla-
grant guessing on this matter in
the last decade.
one of the leading reports of the
Young Communist League in 1928,
we find the following: “Youth la-
bor and child labor are being
drawn - into industry at a fast-
er rate”.
have emanated from radical circles
for years without the slightest ef-
fort, in most cases, to prove on
the basis of available evidence the
truth of this contention.
present time the vital evidence is
available (1930 Census); and we
shall examine the evidence and to
the best of our ability outline the
trends.
radical youth movement is possi-
b]e without such an analysis. Our
first task is to discover what age-
groups of youth labor have in-
creased and decreased.

United States based on the census
returns of 1930 supply the key.
The accompanying table presents

3

sion of these moot questions.

(page 9) !

absolutely correct.

(page 5):

international working class.

tingent.
without necessarily calling the meth

application of the method.”

1 rect.

Hook says at the beginning

“For it is not an armchair philoso-

phy of retrospection, but a philoso-
phy of social action; more specific-
ally, a theory of social revolution.”
Tg place revolutionary transfor-
mation at the heart of Marxism is

Hook declares further however

“If Marx’s thought possesses uni-
ty, it is to be found not in his
specific conclusions but in his meth-
of of analysis directed by the revo-
lutionary purposes and needs of the
The
method, to be sure, is to be checked
in the light of his conclusions; but

the latter are derivative, not cen-
tral. They “are tentative and con-
They may be impugned

od into question, especially wher
the new results are won by a fresh

This “decentralization”, as it
were, of Marx’s thought is incor-
The relation between Marx-
lism as method and certain specific

by Jim Cork

conclusions is dismissed
cavalier a fashion. Of

experience.

July 5, 1933) when he said:

doctrine.

following (page 6) :

in too
course, '
Marxism is not simply an econom-
ic or political or strategical system.
But neither is it method only. It
is both and they are combined
in integral and organic fashion. As
a method, it is a way of approach-
ing and understanding nature and
society and of changing them. As
a system, it is the accumulated and
tested results of the application of
the method to' the various fields of
The method is rea-
lized in the system. The system
is unified in the method. Trotsky
was absolutely correct in his short
polemic with Hook (“The Nation,”

“Marxism is not a dogma; but it
is not only a method; it is also a
The materialist dialectic
is a method. Marx, however, not
only formulated this method but ap-
plied it in two domains, by creating | 6
the theory of capitalist economy

(science) and the theory of the his-
torical process (the ‘philosophy of
history’—more exactly, a science).”
It is true Hook further says the

“To distinguish between Marx’s
method and his results is zot to

separate the two any more than
to distinguish between the essence of
scientific method and the scientific
findings of any particular day—

Y

| which are sure to be faulty and in-
complete—is to deny any organic

connection between them.”

i ot quite strict enough.

rary and contingent

thod itself into question.

.k % X
Marxism A “Science”’
3!1001{ continues further (page

a ‘scientific’ method, that is, ade-

drom the recognition that the natur-
al sciences and the ‘social sciences’
are concerned with two irreducibly
different subject-matters. This dif-
ference in subject-matter compels
the further recognition that values

Youth Labor In The United States

The press of the nation resounds
with the ballyhoo of the abolition
of child labor in the textile indus-
try and proclaims the end for all
child labor in the immediate fu-
ture. The President, in comment-
ing on the child labor provision of

Age-group 1930
10-13 235,328
14 157,660
15 274,130
16 587,817
17 891,024
18-19 2,542,213
20-24 7,147,053

inclusive and totaled 5,463,223.
from the above table.)

the textile code, boasted that this
“ancient atrocity” ... went out in
a day. Has the coining of child-
ren’s blood into capital become
mere record of history—or, is it
becoming so? Today, more than
ever before, is it of vital import-
ance that we establish on the basis
of fact, just what the trends in
youth labor have been during the
Altogether

For example: in

Statements of this kind

At the

No realistie policy for the

The occupation statistics for the

Jjectivity; (8) his false attitude on

i is fa the picture for the past three Aec-
Marxism as objective analysis or ades.

(In the census of 1910 the age-group following 15 was for 16-20
The next age-group was from 21 to
44 inclusive and this is useless for our study and therefore eliminated

by Saul Held

What conclusions can we draw
from the above figures? First, it
is incontestable that, as far as the
youth in the age-group of 10 to 17

1920 1910
378,063 895,976
257,549 475,498
425,201 620,751
778,957
933,691

2,246,203
5,930,467

is concerned, there has been a con-
siderable decrease (767,647). A
more detailed examination of the
occupation figures reveals the fol-
lowing facts: The decline in the
number of children (from 10 to 15
years of age), employed in non-
agricultural occupations from 1920
to 1930, was 53%. The number of
employed boys and girls of 16 to
17 years of age declined less; near-
ly a million and a half were em-
ployed in 1930.

Secondly, the increases are to be
found in the 18-19 and 20-24 age-
groups. What is the explanation
for this trend toward increases in
the older ranks of youth labor? In
the past decade the working class

The New
Workers School

SOME REGENT TRENDS IN YOUTH LABOR

in the United States enjoyed a
measure of prosperity unparalleled
in the history of capitalism and,
secondly, the technical revolution
in industry tended to increase that
age-group of youth, older, hardier,
and better able to cope with the
terrific speed-up which this ration-
alization entailed. It is not accident-
al that we have witnessed in the
past ten years a tremendous in-
crease of attendance in elementary
and secondary schools. The work-
ers contributed to this increase to
a great degree because the higher
standards of living enabled them
to send their children to school in-
stead of the labor market. Con-
template, too, the recognition of
the declining importance of child
labor in industry which found echo
in the platform of the Taylor So-
ciety, which includes the statement
that efficiency of production is in-
consistent with the employment of
children under 16, who should,
therefore, be eliminated from in-
dustry.

The third outstanding conclusion
to be drawn from the above table
is the fact that the total decrease
of youth laborers in the 10 to 17
age-groups between 1920 to 1930
was more than compensated for in
the total increase for the 18 to 24
age-groups. The total decrease in
the first group was 767,547, while
the total increase in the second
group was 1,5612,596! Youth labor
as a whole has increased.

Once before in these pages we
had occasion to quote from that il-
luminating study by Lynds, “Mid-
dletown,” in which the trend em-
phasized above was commented
upon. Here then is the evidence
for one state which the recent fig-
ures prove to be the case for the

Fall Term To Open
SEPT. 25

Courses in Marxist theory, hist-
ory and problems of the
labor movement, etc.

WRITE FOR CATALOGUE
51 West 14 Street
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nation:

“For the state (one of the
Middle Western states—S. H.)
as a whole which has undergone
a heavy industrial development
since 1890, the percentage of in-
crease between 1890 and 1920 in
the male population of 15 to 24
age-group engaged in manufac-
turing and mechanical indus-
tries was roughly seventeen
times greater than the percent-
age of increase in the total male
population of this age. . .” (Our
emphasis).

What is irrefutable, therefore, is

But in my estimation the analo-
gy, tho seemingly persuasive, is
Certain
Marxist conclusions, resulting from
the application of Marxist method
to social development, haven’t the
same character of tentative con-
tingency as certain scientific hy-
potheses which are held® temporar-
iy and discarded with the advance
of scientific knowledge Take the
doctrme'_ of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, for instance, a hypo-
tbesm resulting from the applica-
tion of the Marxian method to so-
ciety. This is not merely a tempo-
conclusion,
that may or may not be retained.
Nor could it be, in my estimation,
impugned without calling the me-

. ‘.‘But here the similarity between
science’ and ‘Marxism’ ends. This
does not mean that Marxism is not

quate and efficient to secure its
goals. The distinction sought flows

Hook

—~class values—are essentially in-
volved in every attempt to develop
a methodology and program of so-
cial action. The distinction, there-
fore, means that, in so far as Marx-
ism is a method of thought and ac-
tion designed to achieve a class
goal, it is something more than sci-
ence, or less; for science as such,
altho it may be used in behalf of
class purposes. has no class char-
acter,”

This raises three questions, all
of an interrelated character: (1)
The relation between class bias and
objective truth, ie., scientific de-
scription; (2) the possibility of
considering the social “sciences”,
as science, in view of the class
bias inherent in them; (3) the rela-
tion between class society in its
dynamic development and natural
science, i.e., the question of the
class character of natural science.
First, the question of class bias
and the possibility of realizing ob-
jective truth. In my estimation
Hook’s position here is not only
quite close to the position of Cal-
verton’s old “cultural compulsives”
theory and doesn’t escape the same
errors as were there obvious, but it
has elements of internal contradic-
tion as well. It flows chiefly from
Hook’s failure to take a dialectic
view here. Hook says (page 105) :
“The choice made by different
classes are revealed in the social
theories they accept. These social
theories may contain a considerable
amount of objective truth but from
the point of view of one class the
truths discovered by the other may
be irrelevant. It would perhaps be
more accurate to say that any social
theory—the itest of whose truth
would involve a change in the ex-
isting property-relations or balance
of class forces—will be denounced
as a dangerous untruth by the
class in power. That is why no true
social experiment is possible in class
society. As distinct from the ex-
periment in the physical sciences,
the criteria by which its success
is judged will vary with the eco-
nomic interests of the class which
passes judgment.”
There is here certainly an insuf-
ficient distinction between the class
bias of the proletariat and that of
the bourgeoisie. Equal validity
cannot be claimed for both. That
“classes denounce as dangerous un-
truths” opposed theories, dces not
invalidate the claims of both to
objective validity. History has a
direction. In the movement of his-
tory the proletariat is a progres-
sive class. The social theories
(guides to action) of the proletar-
iat are based upon a clear realiza-
tion of the objective relationships
obtaining in a class society. The
success of the plan of action is
proof enough of the objectivity of
analysis. There is here an objec-
tive test for truth in spite of the
adverse judgment of the class with
opposed economic interests. From
the viewpoint of prediction (the
dictatorship of the proletariat) and
control (taking political power),
the analogy to experiment in the
physical sciences is-fairly strict all
along the line, notwithstanding the
“subjective” class bias. As a mat-
ter of fact, the class bias, insuring
successful action based upon a cor-
rect objective analysis, is really a
factor in the operation of the so-
cial causation.
*

* *

Class Bias And Truth
In his article on “Marxism and
the History of Science” (“Revolu-
tionary Age”, November 21, 1931),
Will Herberg has well said:

“But not every class bias has a
truth-distorting effect. On the con-
trary, it seems to me that a certain
class bias is even necessary under
present conditions for the attain-
ment of truth in social science. The
truth-distorting effect of a class
bias is not something inherent in it

(Continued on Page 8)

the fact that for many years there
has been a marked trend toward
the elimination of child labor (10
to 15) from industry, and concur-
rently an increase in youth labor
in the older ranks, due to the very
demands of the productive machine
itself and the prevalence of a com-
paratively high standard of living.
(Next article: IS CHILD LABOR
DOOMED?)
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Shoe Workers Face Amalgamation

Boston, Mass.

After several years of almost
complete  disorganization, with
working conditions heretofore un-
heard of even among the much ex-
ploited workers in the boot and
shoe industry, there is now taking
place a widespread movement for
the unionization of the workers in
that industry, especially in New
England. This movement, which
started in the spring of this year,
has already resulted in the organi-
zation of some 50,000 shoe workers
into several unions. These unions
are the National Shoe Workers
Association with 17,000 members,
the Shoe Workers Protective Union
with about 30,000 and the Inde-
pendent Union of Salem with about
2,000 members. It is now necessary
to evaluate the events of the past
several months and to draw some

important lessons from these
events.
* * *
Situation In The Boot And Shoe
Industry

The manufacture of shoes in this
country is confined to a relatively
small area. Of over 313 }nllllon
pairs of shoes produced in the
United States in 1932, about 260
million were produced in seven
states. More than half of the total
is produced in the states of Mas-
sachusetts and New York. Fur-
thermore, whereas until recently
the production of shoes was over-
whelmingly a small-scale in(}ust}'y,
today concentration, rationalization
and trustification have made enor-
mous advances.

Just as in the early part of this
century the United Shoe Machinery
Company established a monopoly
of vital shoe machinery_by swal-
lowing numerous companies manu-
facturing such machinery, so to-
day the same tactics are being fol-
lowed by giants in shoe manu-
facturing and distribution, As ex-
amples of that we take the Inter-
national Shoe Corporation, the Mil-
ville Shoe Corporation and others.
The small shop is gradually disap-
pearing, swallowed up by giant
combines. The International Shoe
Corporation gets out about 20% of
the total shoes produced in the
United States but, if one were to
add to that the production of
all of its subsidiaries and affiliates,
the figure would come close to
about 40% of the total. The ef-
fect of this development on the
shoe workers is obvious. Without
going into an analysis of long stat-
istical tables, suffice it to say that
figures show great increases 'in
production, decreases in the num-
ber of workers employed and still
greater decreases <in wages.

Until recently the shoe workers
were completely unorganized.
Less than 10% belonged to any
union and none of the existing
unions had any sort of shop con-
trol. It was under these condi-
tions that a wave of strikes swept
the New England states and the
unions mentioned above were or-
ganized. But no sooner were the
strikes settled and the workers
back in the shops that they were
confronted with the inevitable ills
of many unions in one field—
namely, competition between
unions, removals of shops to other
towns and intrigues between bosses
and the burocrats of one union
against those of another union.
The manufacturers, of course, tqok
full advantage of such a situation
and it became a case of “awardlpg
the contract to the lowest bid-
der.” This competition between
unions and the rapid concentration
and trustification of the shoe in-
dustry made it impossible to es-
tablish union conditions in any of
the shops. It became obvious that
unions of a purely local character
could no longer fully serve the in-
terests of the shoe workers. So
almost simultaneously with this re-
vival of trade unionism among the
shoe workers, there developed also
2 movement for amalgamation of
all existing shoe unions into one
1ational body.

The need for organization of the
morganized and uniform prices
ind working conditions was the
teynote of this movement.

The amalgamation movement be-

Planning Board consisted of dele-
gates from various locals of the
National Association but it was not
long before locals of the Protective
and Independent Union of Salem
also joined the movement.
strictly a rank and file movement,
frowned upon by the officialdom
of all organizations and its estab-
lishment was necessary because of
the opposition of the union offi-
cials to amalgamation. In its early
days,
Board was so effective that vast
numbers of shoe
roused to a fighting pitch for one

Association held in June proved to
be a stepping-stone in this move-
ment by lcclarmng itself unreserv-
edly for amalgamation. It put its
declaration on a concrete basis by
electing a committee of five with
definite authority to negotiate with
similar
unions for amalgamation. Thus we

It is

the work of the Planning

workers were
union, thus practically nullifying
the opposition of the leaders of the
various unions. ’

The convention of the National

committees from other

had, on one hand, a powerful agi-
tational body in the Pianning Board
and, on the other, an official com-
mittee with authority to negotiate.
Unfortunately, however, the work
and
Board received a setback for some
weeks when there developed two

influence of the Planning

distinct points of view as to its
exact status and functions. The

members of the T.U.U.L. insisted
that the Planning Board convert
itself into an
and take the initiative to call a na-
tional conference which was to pre-
pare for a convention to
about amalgamation.
this point of view were those pro-
gressives who supported the estab-
lishment of the official provisional
committee.
Planning Board remain an agiia-
tional body and work concurrent-
ly with the provisional committee.
During the period
and vacillation as to its exact stat-
us and functions, the influence of
the Planning Board was perceptib-
iy weakened. Finally, however, the
T.U.U.L. forces were defeated and
the Planuing Board took a firm em-
phatic position in a resolution on
1s functions and its relations with
the provisional committee.

not only regained its lost position

Unity the Great Need of the Hour!

by Shoe Worker

oificial body and

bring
Opposed to

They insisted that the

of indecision

Thereupon the Planning Board

but its activities and influence wez 2
considerably enhanced. It is now
generally recognized that, had the
point of view of the T.U.U.L. mem-
bers prevailed, it would have meant
the destruction of the amalgama-

another union,
those already in the field.
* * *

National, the independent wings of
Salem endorsed the amalgamation
resolution and elected a committee
with the same powers as that of
the National. It was now up to the
Protective to take a similar action
so that actual negotiations might
begin.
ments, during which the officials £
carried on a campaign against the
Planning Board, the convention of
ihe Protective finally met in Bos-
ton during the first week in Aug-
ust.
cials cleverly made use of the sec-
tarian splitting proposals of the
T.U.U.L. members of the Planning
Board, made it appear as if that
were the position of the Planning ¢
Board and attempted to saddle
their provisional committee with a
set of proposals brought in by John
T. Nolan, General President of the
Protective.

competing with e

Convention Of The Protective |5

Following the convention of the

After several postpone-

At this convention, the offi-

These proposals con-
sisted of a plan to merge all the
other unions into the Protective!
This manouver was finally defeat-
ed and the convention elected a
committee with power to negotiate
with the committee of the other

tion movement. With such a pro-
gram the Planning Board, instead

.agreement will be submitted to the

unions. It is expected that an

Broenton,

Brockton And The Boot And Shoe

Workers Union
The one large shoe center in

Massachusetts that was not affect-

¢ by the 1933 strike wave was
the sole remaining
tronghold of the Boot and Shoe

Workers Union (the A. F. of L.
union).
this country, the Boot and Shoe has
pecome almost a
strike-breaking and open scabbing
against
members in the locals have been
deprived of all their rights and the
locals ruled by
large” appointed by the general oz-

The oldest shoe union in
racket with

its own members. The

“commissions-at-

icials. These ‘‘commissions-at-

large” were introduced in oruer to
“place the Brockton manufactur-
ers who desired to make low-priced
footwear in a competitive position”
(President John J. Mara), when it
became obvious that the workers
were no longer able to tolerate the
inhuman conditions in the shops.

With this additional yoke on
heir necks and under the impetus

of the widespread movement for
unionization and amalgamation 1n
the othe: New England shoe cen-
ters, the workers of Brockton re-
volted and determined to overthrow
the Boot and Shoe Union. They or-
ganized what is now known in the
Brotherhood of Shoe and Allied
Craftsmen, refusing to have any-
thing to do with the Boot and Shoe.
The first step was to refuse to pay
dues to the Boot and Shoe, fight-

of being a powerful force for amal-
gamation, would have become still ynions shortly.

membership of the participating

For Trade Union Unity And Militancy

(Continued from Page 1)
everything he can to get the strik-
ers back and in this work he has
the support of the manufacturers
and the representatives of the NR
A. But the strikers have shown Me-
Mahon that the union and the strik-
ers are not his personal property
to do with as he pleases. The
union is their union. They are
building it and making it strong-
er daily. No weak-kneed official
can decide for them. The decision
of the strikers is: “We strike until
our union is recogrized and our
conditions are improved:.” Mec-
Mahon has since refused to issue
credentials to representatives oi
the union for the purpose of rais-
ing relief.

N * *

The Scabbery Of The T.U.U.L.
Union

Using the reactionary role of
McMahon as an excuse for their
shameful activities, the National
Textile Workers Union (the Com-
munist Party union) has been
working overtime to disrupt the
ranks of the American Federation
of Silk Workers (affiliated with
the A. F. of L.). Of course they
have failed in their efforts. The
bosses and the boss press have been
featuring the activities of the Na-
tional because their disruptive
work and their attempts to split
the union mean the defeat of the
strike. That is precisely what the
bosses want. At the time when
thousands upon thousands of silk
workers poured out of the mills
in answer to the strike call of the
American Federation of Silk Work-
ers and displayed a militancy and a
desire to struggle never yet equal-
led, the National Textile Workers
Union, deserted by the workers, is-
sued a statement to the press in
which they stated that the workers
would not fight for the demands
put forward by the A. F. S. W.
(recognition of the union, $36 per
week, the 30-hour week, the two-
loom system) and proposed instead
$25 per week, the 40-hour week
and the four-loom system!!! Is
this not open strike-breaking? Re-
cently, in the dyers strike, in a des-
perate bid to the manufacturers to
settle with their union, the Nation-
al came forward with a similar pro-
posal: 80c an hour for men and

THE GENERAL SILK STRIKE IN PATERSON

which, up to then, had been prac-
ticaliy deserted. The dyers were
ready to accept the first union that
reached them. Very soon, however,
registered with the Na-
tional started coming over to the
A. F. of L. union.
workers are bringing their cards
and receipts (issued by the Nation-
al) and get A. F. of L. cards in
The U. T. W. has 91

by Minnie Lurye

demanding $1 an hour and 80c an
hour for different kinds of work.
The U.T.W. does not raise the is-
sue of different pay for men and
women This statement of the Na-
tional is again nothing but a strike-
breaking offer!

If one were to judge the strike
by the reports in the “Daily Work-
er”, one might actually believe that
the National had a union and was
playing an important part in the
strike. One has but to go into Pat-
terson, the strongest sector of the
nation-wide silk strike, to find that
they have practically nothing. They
themselves no longer speak of
“leading” the broad silk strikers.
They claim only the leadership of
the dyers. It is essential that the
workers everywhere understand
what the situation is: The UT.W.
was making active preparations
for the dyers strike. The strike had
been set for Monday, September
11. Dozens of shops had already
been registered with the wunion.
The National had control of but
one shop, the Weidmann. On
Thursday, September 7, three days
before the strike date had been set,
the National got the Weidmann
out on strike and used them as
pickets for the other shops. The
dyers;, who had never been on
strike and were waiting impatient-
ly for the strike call, marched out
of the shops and were taken down
to the strike hall of the National,

\

‘‘What Is the Com-
munist Om)osit:icm"l

by B. D. WoLFE
10 cents

In bundles of ten or more
T cents
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shops
Hundreds of

shops registered and organized to-
date, comprising approximately
14,000 workers. The National has
about 500 workers signed up with
their union. They have devised
some beautiful theories as to how
it is possible for the bosses to rec-
ognize two unions in one shop and
have one shop committee repre-
senting the workers. All this non-
sense under the guise of “unity”
and “united front” action. If the
leaders of the National really want
unity let them dissolve their in-
significant dual union, join the
union where the mass of silk work-
ers are found, and instantly cease
their strike-breaking activities of
setting up a dual textile center.
The most decisi~e answer to their
attempt to split the ranks of the
strikers at a time when unity is
most needed, has been given by the
workers in their adherence to the
American Federation of Silk Work-
ers.

Another example of the manouv-
ering of the National was their at-
tempt to get a number of independ-
ent organizations formed during
the strike to send delegates to a
conference to form a dual textile
center. Fortunately, they failed.
In Paterson the United Warpers
League rejected the appeal oi Ann
Burlak to send representatives to
that conference. The Allentown In-
dependent workers have asked for
a place on the strike committee of
the A.F.S.W. So now the Nation-
al is sending Ann Burlak to New
England in an attempt to get a
new base. The National has been
using the most reactionary tactics
of quietly working to set up small
independent unions on a craft
basis. Wherever the A.F.S.W. has
organized unorganized workers
they have worked for the forma-

tion of industrial unions.
* ok *

'

The Communist Opposition In The
Strike

50c an hour for women!!! Where

zan with the establishment of the
Slanning Board. At first this

so glibly about?

is the equality the National talks
The U.T.W. i

New York City

e ———

l Have these tactics of the Nation-
al anything in common with the

ing for the right of the workers
to ke represented by an organiza-
tion ¢f their own choosing. It is
obvious to every one that an indis-
pensable prerequisite for the estab-
lishment of union conditions in the
Brockton shops is the elimination
of the Boot and Shoe. Fully realiz-
ing this fact, the manufacturers in-
sist on maintaining the Boot and
Shoe and have locked the workers
out of their shops. The lockout is
of vazst importance, not only bde-
cause it will destroy the last
stronghold of the Boot and Shoe
but also because, almost ai ihe out-
set, the members of the Brother-
hood declared their intention of
taking part in the amalgamation
movement and of breaking down,
once and for all, the Chinese wall
s0 carefully buiit up by the Boot
and Shoe around Brockton.
* * *
And The A. F. of L.?

The overwhelming majority of
the organized shoe worker. now be-
‘or.g to independent unions. This
fact placrs before the shce work-

ers the gucstion of affiliaticn with

the A, F. «f L. Two iaclors, es-
pecially, havc¢ brougnt this guestion
sharply to the fore. On the one
hand, the fight in Brockton, tne
successful conclusion of which
would eliminate the A. F. of L.
from the shoe field and, on the
other hand, the imminence of amal-
gamation, presenting the prospect
of an organization of approximate-
ly 100,000 shoe workers taking the
plag:e of the many sectional organi-
zations now in the field. To many
shoe workers the A. F. of L. is
anathema because to them the A.
F. of L. is synonymous with the
Boot and Shoe Workers Union.
With many years of Boot and Shoe
depredations behind them, the shoe
wurkers are rather wary about ty-
ing up with the A. F. of L. Nev-
ertheless, there is now developing
considerable sentiment among che
shoe workers Lo become part of the
organized samerican trade unirn
movement. The writer has good
reason to iclicve that the shoe
workers will be favorably, disposed
to suca affiliation when the proper
time comes; that is, when the
inovement for amalgamation shall
have Leen successfully concludnd.
Such, &t any rute, is the perspes-
tive of a considerable section of the
Prog.icasives 'n o)l existing union.:.
On cne thing, however, all ars
aygreed, and that is that, if the shi»
workers do decide to come into ohe
A. F. of L., the Boot and Shy2
Wo.kers Union will not be tie
gateway
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Against a New Centrist

Letter of the International Buro

We publish below the letter o
the Buro of the International Com{
munist Opposition to the interna-
of Independent
$ S which took place
in Paris towards the beginning of

tional conference
Socialist Parties,

September.

The oonfe'renbce was attended,

the Norwegian
Labor Party (Tganma,elites) ;gthe
Socialist Workers Party of Ger-
" 3 Party of Prole-
tarian Unity (P.U.P.); the Italian
Socialist Party (Mazximalists) ; the
the Left

among others,
many; the French

Independent Labor Party;
,S;Lomk;list-Rezéolutm'ists of
the Independent Socialist Party of
Hollaxd (O.S.P.); the Revolution-
ary Socialist Party. of Holland
(Sneevlietites) ; the International
Left Opposition (Trotskyites). The
Communist Party of Sweden, ad-
h,fn'mg1 to the 1.C.0., and the Ibe-
rian Communist Federation (Mau-
mm}‘;es) were present as ‘“‘observ-
ers.

A full report of this conference
will appear in the next issue of the
“Workers Age.”—Editor.

* * *

Russia;

The Buro of the International
Communist Opposition is in receipt
of your letter of July 31 of this
year inviting it to participate in
an “international conference of in-
dependent Socialist parties and
groups” scheduled to take place on
August 27 and 28 in Paris. The
Buro wishes to ackowledge, fur-
thermore, receipt of copies of the
resolutions of the meeting of the
International Committee at Brus-
sels, which are to constitute the
agenda for thf Iiaris Conference.

*

Against The Centrist Conference
. The Buro of the I.C.0. is not
in the position to accept this invi-
tation nor can it recommend its ac-
ceptance to its affiliated organiza-
tions. The Buro would be very
much obliged if you would convey
to the conference this decision and
!:zxe reasons which have prompted
it.

The reasons are as follows:

1. Thq I.C.0. is an internation-
al organized Communist movement.
Its goal involves a struggle for the
embodiment of a definite line of
Communist tactics within the Com-
munist International and its var-
ious sections, as well as within the
working class movement as a
whole. From the wording of the
invitation. and also of the resolu-
tions of the Brussels Conference,

national Communist Opposition

“There has been formed an
alliance between the left wing
of the Independent Labor Party
of Great Britain and the Inter-

At the Paris conference of left
Socialist parties, the left wing

of the I.L.P. represerted a posi-
tion corresponding t» that of
the 1.C.0. On all decisive ques-
tions this left wing accepts the
- | position of Communism. It ex-
presses the desire for unity with
the Communist International

|
and is against the formation of ‘
‘new’ parties and a ‘new’ Inter- |
national. It stands for genuine
Communist united front tactics.’
“Information Bulletin of
the International Commu-
nist Opposition,” No. 1.

The documents sent us show very
clearly that the “independent So-
cialist parties” disavow Commu-
nism, not only the sort espoused
by the C. I. and its various sec-
tions but any sort whatsoever. This
all comes out in the demagogic
paragraphs where, in sharp and
unambiguous terms, the C. I. and
its sections are accused of treason
to Communism and the proletarian
revolution in order to serve the na-
tional interests of the Soviet
Union. The “independent Socialist
parties” which have called this
conference are themselves so far
from Communism, however, that
they dread even using the term
Communism in connection with
their proposed new International
and their new German party, let

selves.

subjected to practical tests.

cracy; workers councils (soviets)
as the decisive form of the state
under the proletarian dictatorship;

to smash the bourgeois state and
to create the foundation for the
building of socialism; the need for
united leadership of the working
class by a party which carries on
propaganda for these goals and or-
ganizes the struggles for their rea-

alone setting up Communist fun-
damentals and goals for them-
The basic principles which
distinguish revolutionary Marxism
from reformism are surely not re-
cent discoveries. They have long
been well known and have been
They
involve the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat as against bourgeois demo-

the need for revolutionary power

lization; the need for firm disci-
pline within the party; the duty
of defending the first and only
state in which today the working
class has supreme power and so-
cialism is being realized—the Sov-
iet Union But the resolution con-
cerning the international struggle
of the working class says not a
single word about any of these
basic principles. Those joining the
new International are only asked
to “acknowledge the basic princi-
ples of the revolutionary struggle
for the realization of socialism.”
This formula is so vague and gen-
eral that Stampfer could sign it
quite as readily as Wels; Leon
Blum could do so as readily as
Vandervelde. Didn’t Wels inform
the Paris Conference on the Social-

(-Coptinued from Page 3)

proletarian dictatorship—against
the betrayal of Stamprer, Wels,
and Loebe,” at the same time de-
manding their recognition by the
Socialist International! The most
Important group is in Berlin made
up of foremost “Activists” and
leaders of the “Kaempfer” group.
The.Communist Party of Ger-
many is destroyed in many places
but continues to exist and work
illegally. It made heavy sacrifices
In reorganizing itself illegally. On
the countryside it has almost com-
p_le.te]y. disappeared but in the large
cities it still make its appearance
with illegal literature. It probably
retains 20% of its previous mem-
bership but it should be remember-
ed that only the functionaries do
any illegal work. The former om-
nipotence of the party apparatus
has been reduced to a modest min-
Imum. Owing to this fact but

How the German Opposition Works

our favor. Our political authority
has grown very great. From all
factories and locals there comes
the unanimous report that S.P.G.
and C.P.G. members declare to our
comrades: “You were entirely right
in your political analysis. We used
to underestimate you because you
were a small group but now we are
not so much bigger than you.”

The political authority of our
group and the confidence of the
workers in it are growing primari-
ly because it is the only political
group which is able to explain the
causes of the catastrophical defeat
of the working class, to make clear
tpe bresent political and economic
situation and to indicate, in a sober
and realistic manner, the task fac-
ing the proletariat today. Thus it
is fulfilling the elementary demand
of clarifying and assembling the
dispersed and confused proletarian

above all to the realities of the

we gather that the particular pur-
pose of the Paris Conference is to
amalgamate parties and groups,
which are not orientated towards
Qommunism, into a new Interna-
tional. It is to be the Internation-
al of struggle against both the So-
cialist and the Communist Interna-
tionals and their various sectjons.
We infer, moreover, from the reso-
lutions of the Brussels Conference,
that the parties and groups allied
to it are going to aid in the build-
ing up of a new party in Germany,
not to reform and rebuild the Com-
munist Party of Germany but to
destroy it!

We, however, hold the view that
genuine proletarian revolutionists
bent on victorious struggle against
Faspism, against the danger of im-
perialist war and againstycapitalist
rule, must have as their aim the
complete destruction of reformism,
of its policies and of its organiza-
txolrzls% . .

eformism is primari] -
sible for the victory of Fﬁsgfsslﬁogl
Gemany and for the bitter defeat
which the German and the world
working class movement as a
whole have suffered ag gz conse-
quence. We are, furthermore, of
the opinion that the liquidation of t
reformism can be realized and

1

sometimes unconscious, is, however,

tion which exists in many places
between the members of the C.P.G.
and the members of our group.
“Brandlerism” is no longer the
bogeyman that
has tried to make it.

ly strengthened and disciplined
thru many years of party contro-
versy, the Communist Opposition
has distinguished itself as a lead-

struggle against Fascism.
pride it can be declared that our
group has been able to carry on
conscious Communist work against

situation the ultra-left course and
the ultra-left ideology have suffer-
ed heavy blows.
.The party members are begin-
ning to think and act independent-
Iy. T}us ‘healthy process takes
place in a contradictory manner.
New relapses into ultra-leftism ac-
company strongly opportunist dev-
iations. The decisive tendency,

orientatign in the direction of the
Commum_st Opposition. Thus is to
be explained the comradely rela-

the party burocracy

* * *
The Struggle Of The C.P.G.
(Opposition)
Ideologically united and political-

ng organization in the difficult
With

he Nazi dictatorship without any

made to serve the working class
only if it takes place on thge baaésis
of Communism and with the aim
in view of strengthening the Com-
munist movement.

But the resolutions of the Brus-
sels Conference indicate,
while the new International to be
launched at the Parig Conference
aims to combat open reformism of
the type espoused by the Socialist
International and its allied par-| h
ties, it does not make g genuine
and complete break with reform-
ism as such. It is but ap attempt| b
to oppose to open reformism and to
Communism
variety of reformism,

inner crises or any losses worthy
of mention. While desertion to the
Nazis hai,1 taé«gx on terrible dimen-
sions in the S.P.G. and C.P.G., such | tj i istributi

occurrences are” uiterly oim oD tion, production and distribution of
in our group.
o i)zatlons there did take place in the
which, however, was soon made up
for by new members recruited from
the C.P.G. and S.P.G. In Middle
Germany, as a matter of fact, we

S.P.G.

its own particular used to be. The
action has

In the local organ- |t

eginning a loss of about 10%,

ave won two entire locals of the e

The organizational disproportion
etween the official party and our

definitely improved in

graphed local papers, mostly fort-
nightly, pamphlets and leaflets.

fourteen illegal papers with a total
circulation of 12,500 two pamph-
lets and, in many places, various
leaflets as well as an open letter
to the members of the Socialist
Workers Party. But the circle of
readers of our literature is con-
siderably greater.
pers, having generally six or ten
pages, are sold and circulated from
worker to worker.
age, every copy of a paper is read
by ten persons,

the skill, courage and self-sacrifice
of our comrades this requires can
only be appreciated by those who
have participated in the prepara-

illegal literature under the Fascist

mands of every member of a revo-
lutionary organization a high de-
gree of reliability, discipline and
activity. It is a welcome sign of
the political strength of our group,
that, apart from insignificant ex-

ﬁlleq. In spite of the greatest pre-
E?utw?sal?n'?l th(le careful applica-
1 T |tion of lllegal experiences (the
group is now not as great .a it|organization is divided into grcfups

radius of political of five, meeting regularly), it some-
times happens that conrections pe-

cadres.

For great political actions the
subjective prerequisites are still
lacking. To create these is the
primary task of our group in its
work in Germany. Its entire prop-
agandistic activity is directed to-
wards this aim. In the most diff-
cult material and technical condi-
tions the C.P.G. (0.) is able to
publish regularly appearing period-
icals in almost all districts.” Along
side of the theoretical monthly
“Gegen den Strom,” there appears
every three weeks the German cen-
tral organ, the “Junius-Briefe.” In
the districts, there appear mimeo-

In the month of June, we issued

The illegal pa-

On the aver-
What tremendous demands upon
error.

The present situation de-

Xceptions, these demands are ful-

ginning for remaining in the Fas-
cist “unions” and attacked our posi-
icy of forming illegal trade unions,
has been forced, since the begin-
ing of July, to adopt our slegan
and take over our policy.

our group is the rebuilding of the
Communist Party. This task will
be a long process.
take place on the basis of a tactical
line of the Communist Opposition.
The bearer of this process of re-
construction will be the healthy
elements of the Communist Oppo-
sition and of the official party, to
which must be attracted the work-
ers in the S.P.G. and S.W.P. who
are developing towards Commu-
nism.
meets with a successful conclusion,
the sooner will the German work-
ing class be able to settle accounts
with the Fascist butchers.

tween the districts and the central
committee are broken and district
leaders are arrested. It becomes
doubly difficult then to reestablish
these connections and to place
younger comrades in the breach,
but this is being done,
* * *

For The Rebuilding Of The Com-
munist Party

The political propaganda of our
group has met with success. The
literature of the C.P.G., in so far
as its illegal press takes any po-
sition on basic questions, reflects
our propaganda. Most obvious is
this in the trade union question.
By and large, the official party has
now come to our point of view,
calling for the establishment of il-
legal class trade unions. In Ber-
lin there have already taken place
negotiations between our leader-
ship and the authorized represen-
tatives of the R.G.0. (German
T.U.U.L.—Editor) — negotiations
conducted on the basis of our trade
union policy. In individual fac-
tories members of the official party
are coming to our group asking
that we take over the district lead-
ership of the C.P.G.

The Socialist Workers Party has
been able to maintain organiza-
tions only in Berlin, Leipzig and
Dresden. In its previous strong-
hold, Breslau and Erzgebirge, it
has practically disappeared. Poli-
tically, its leadership is following
the foosteps of Trotsky whose org-
anized followers in Germany are
insignificant (less than 150 in the
entire country). The centrist, non-
Communist and anti-Soviet policy
of the S.W.P. leadership is having

ist International that the “second
revolution would be the socialist
revolution which would give to
__Gel_-many its first, true Republic”
This evasion of the first principles
of the proletarian revolution sig-
nifies nothing other than secret
abhorrence of them. The conclusion
to be drawn from all this is that
the actual principles upon which
tne new international is to be built
are those of a distinct variety of
reformism well known in the his-
tory of the labor movement—name.
ly, left reformism or centrism. It
is  that species of reformism
whose best known and most infiu-
ential representative was the Inde-
pendent Socialist Party of Ger-
many (U.S.P.D.) under the leader-
ship  of Kautsky, Hilferding,
Haase, Crispien, etc., and whicn
developed into a mass party in
Germany in the years 1919-20; it
Is the type of reiormism em-
bodied in the so-called Second-and-
a-Half Internationalt (Vienna In-
ternational), a short-lived interna-
tional organization. I'he new ven-
ture, therefore, is nothing more
than an attempt to renew the ex-
periment of centrism, under new
conditions, on an internationai
scale. These new conditions are
characterized by the fact that sec-
tions of Socialist workers owing to
the victory of Fascism in Germany,
have begun to doubt the value of
reformism and of bourgeois demo-
cracy, that quite a few adherents
of Communism have gone to the
right, but above all by the fact that
the leaders of Social-democracy are
employing left, centrist phrases
and ideas as a means of salvaging
reformism and restoring its badiy
shaken prestige in the working
class.
(Concluded in the neat issue,

EDUCATIONAL WORK
IN MONTREAL

Montreal, Canada.

.The Workers Educational So-
ciety successfully concluded its
Summer program with two series
of lectures: the first, a series of
three lectures on Germany by Mike
Buhay, held on July 18, 25 and
August 8; the second, a series of
twq leetures on education in the
United States and the Soviet
Union by Dave Engelstein, a teach-
er of Commonwealth College, Me-
na, Arkansas, held on August 15
and 22.

These lectures attracted many
workers and young workers;
especially did the society succeed
in attragting young elements gen-
gra;)ll{ mter}elzsted in sports and
ebates, such as are sponsor

the YYM.H.A. . P ed by
In the first lecture Mike Buhay
outlined the history of the Naz
movement in Germany from the

embryo period, shortly after the
World War, to their victory in
1983. In the second he spoke on
the role of the Social-democrats
and the official German Commun-
ist Party, pointing out the treach-
ery of the former and the suicidal
policies of the latter. The third
lecture was mostly an examina-

a very confusing and demoralizing
effect; yet, the S.W.P. leaders are
not able to prevent their workers
from demanding that the national
leadership of the party open nego-
tiations with the C.P.G. (0.). In

tion of official documents prior,

during and after the Fascist vic.
tory.

The first lecture of the second

series by Dave Engelstein was a
factual survey of American educa-

some places the S.W.P. members fion’ and the philosophy under-

are distributing our literature. The

ying it. The second was on educa-

S.W.P., which agitated in the be- |tion in the U.S.S.R. The lecturer

The central problem and work of

It can only

proved by statistics how illiteracy
is swiftly being driven from the
Soviet Union and how interest in
education is being encouraged by
the :vorkers and peasants govern-
ment.

Numerous questions and lively

discussions followed each lecture
of both series.

In speaking about the success of

the summer courses, it is enough
to say that the lectures on Ger-
many averaged an attendance of
over fifty, while those on educa-
tion about ninety.

DAVE BRESLAU

The sooner this process
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Experiences of a W. C. Sec'y

by B. Feltman

New York City.

To the Editor of the
“Workers Age”:

I wonder if there are any op-
portunities for Communists to do
work in right-wing organizations.

I am secretary of Workers Circle
Branch 546, Middle Village. Before
the split arrived the Communists
and left-wing elements dominated
the branch to the extent of having
their own secretary and down the
line, including their executive body
—thereby having the hegemony
over the membership which con-
sisted of about 110 members.

When the split took place more
than half remained with the W.C.
Branch 546 and the balance, a
minority, went to the IL.W.0. (the
Communist Party-controlled organ-
ization.—Editor) and a good many
were lost to both organizations. As
time passed, the membership of
our branch increased but I doubt
if there was any gain in the LW.O.
in this vicinity.

It seems to me that, as a resull
of that splitting policy, the mem-
bership of the W.C. remained
under the complete influence of the
right-wing burocracy of the W.C.

As time went on I noted that
any word or thought of Commun-
ism was resented and seemed
strange or foreign and, in many
cases, even open hatred was shown
against Communism by the mem-
bership.

It continued so until about two
years ago, when new events occur-
red in Branch 46, ILW.0. At that
time, they expelled one of their
active members, known as Sam
Zeldin, for the crime of being a
“Lovestoneite” and openly seek-
ing to make contact with the mem-
bership of the W.C. After the ex-
pulsion of Friend Zeldin, he applied
for reinstatement in the W.C. 1
had a struggle with my member-
ship, altho I was not then secret-
ary, to reinstate him. They con-
tinually rejected him because he
was known to them as a Commun-
ist. But finally I succeeded in hav-
ing him reinstated. Due to his ef-
forts, together with a progressive
group of members in our organiza-
tion, we succeeded in bringing
about discussion on all political
phases at our meetings.

Then we called a united front
meeting against Fascism and Hit-
lerism, which took place with a
good representation of Commun-
ists, including such speakers as
Seigal, Cohen and B. Lifshitz ot
the Communist Opposition, all
speaking on one platform in
protest against Fascism and Hit-
lerism.

It is remarkable to note that
the I.W.O. kept on -calling us
and enemies to

“social-fascists”

the policy of the Communist Party
and its auxiliary known as the
[.W.0., and then they invited us to
participate in united front meet-
ings!

We were met with a good many
questions from our membership of
Branch 546 W. C., how could we
participate in united fronts, with
an element that called us “social-
fasicists” and enemies of the work-
ing class. But, in spite of these
difficulties of the party line, we
are succeeding in influencing our
membership to participate in all
united fronts which stand for the
interest of the working class.

For example, a committee from
Branch 46 I.W.0. came to our
meeting on July 28, 1933, inviting
and requesting that we place a
speaker to participate the follow-
ing day, July 29, in an open-air
meeting against war. Our mem-
bership strongly protested against
the attitude of Branch 46 I.W.O.
for their narrow sectarian prep-
arations in such important work
and not giving us encugh time to
mobilize our members for such oc-
casions. Nevertheless, we mobil-
ized as many as possible to make
a successful meeting. Our speak-
er was elected and he was Sam
Zeldin.

Due to their actions they could
not have more than a few hundred
people. Whereas, with proper
time, the success could have been
much greater than what happened.
As to the meeting itself, I was
astonished when they introduced as
a speaker the organizer of the Wo-
men’s Council No. 14, known as
Sylvia Gorelick, also known as one
of the big rent collectors in town!
Her husband, a prosperous busi-
ness man, is the spiritual leader of
Branch 46 I.W.0. Their next
speaker was one by the name of
Cagner and the chairman named
Stohler, also a stump speaker
from New York unknown to me.

Of all these speakers, not one
word was uttered against war. But
our speaker, Zeldin—according to
my opinion and I am sure in that
of a good part of the audience,
would corroborate my statement—
spoke the only word of Commu-
nism and for the defense of the
Soviet Union, pointing out clearly
to the workers that imperialism
was preparing war against the
Soviet Union.

But, according to my opinion,
neither did Friend Zeldin speak
“against war.” But for war against
the capitalist class! We all en-
dorse his opinion for real unity un-
til victory is achieved for the toil-
ing’ masses

I would appreciate a reply from
you as well as the “Daily Work-
er” where a copy of this letter is
also sent, answering why there is
all this confusion in the labor
movement instead of a real move-
ment for a true united front

Respectfully,

the working class, since this was

B. FELTMAN, Sec.

TAILORS UNITE IN

and sharp struggle between the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of
America and the United Clothing
Workers of Canada, unity has at
last been achieved. The tailors of
the
agreed to rejoin the Amalgamated
on the following basis: (1) that a
general strike be called for week-
work and for a forty-hour week;
(2) that all the tailors, employed
and unemployed, .
Clothing Workers be reinstated
without any diserimination;
that autonomy be granted for Can-
ada; (4) that the check-off system
should be abolished; (5) complete
democracy in the union for all po-
litical opinion;
committee of five to be the high-
est court for a year’s time to set-
tle disputes between the two fac-
tigns and also to supervise all
union elections; (7) all the pres-
ent officials of both unions to re-
sign immediately and a provision-
al committee to be elected to car-
ry on the work until new elections
will be called.

merous conferences held between
the two organizations.

in June 1932 as a result of the
burocratic class collaboration poli-
cies of the Amalgamated official-
dom which resulted in the forma-
tion of a dual union.
forming a new union was strongly
supported by the ultra-left sectar-
ians and by the reactionary All-
Canada Conference of Labor. Nat-
urally,
working strongly against the es-
tablishment of unity among the
Montreal tailors.
Montreal have now one union. The
next task is the election of a pro-
gressive, honest and trustworthy
leadership that will carry out poli-
cies, which will serve the interests
of the tailors and not of the bosses.

MONTREAL

Montreal, Canada.
After fifteen -months of bitter

United Clothing Workers

!
of the Unitedl
3)

(6) an impartial

This agreement is a result of nu-

As is known, the split took place
The idea of

these same forces were

A Report

(Continued from Page 1)

the workers. Severely criticizing
the tactical mistakes of the C.P.G.
and of the C.I. which had made it
impossible for them to lead the
German workers to victory, Love-
stone sharply differentiated their
responsibility from that of the So-
cial-democracy, with its policies of
compromise, conciliation and sur-
render.

On the same grounds, Lovestone
came out firmly against the pro-
posals on foot to form a new labor
International, which would have
to be an International against
Communism and the Soviet Union.
The task now, he emphasized, was
to rebuild the Communist Party of
Germany and to rewin the Com-
munist International for the tac-
tics of Lenin.

A high point of the meeting was
Lovestone’s very effective explana-
tion of the peace policy of the So-
viet Union and how the diplomatic
course of the U.S.S.R. had made
it impossible hitherto for Hitler to
iead his “holy war” against the
1and of the Soviets. Lovestone
spoke not only of Germany but also
of recent events in France, Great
Britain and Spain. He described
the developments at the Paris con-
ference of the Socialist and Labor
International, at which he was
a visitor. He emphasized the re-
markable effect the wave of strike
and labor struggles in the United
States was having upon the Euro-
pean workers who were beginning
to look to this country for inspira-
tion.

That the years of struggle of
the Communist Opposition are be-
ginning to bear fruit could be seen
from the composition and the re-
sponse of the audience. The em-

The tailors of

- «

ANTI-FASCIST GROUP

SPLIT IN DETROIT

Detroit, Mich.
The Anti-Fascist Conference is

completely broken up. At the last
conference, the Communist Party
with its organizations made one
great attack and captured itself
one hundred percent.

The Mooney Conference is a

wreck to such an extent that there
are only three organizations in it.
Fosty eight trade union locals have
withdrawn, the L.W.W., the Gener-
al Defense Committee, the S. P.
have also withdrawn. There will
be a meeting this Thursday which
I think will be the last meeting of
this conference.

—M.

phasis on our position in the trade
unions, that the most advanced
workers must strive to build the
AF.L. as the organized labor
movement in this country and win
it to a militant working class pol-
icy’ thru constructive work and
lea:dership, evoked the greatest ap-
plause of the evening, testifying
that our work in the dressmakers
strike and other struggles has
brought many union members to
us. The orderly fashion in which
the iarge number of official Com-
munist Party members conducted
themselves and the serious ques-
tions they asked, prove that the
party members are beginning to
break thru the clouds of slander
wnich the leadership has thrown
about and are beginning to study
seriously what is wrong with our
movement and our party. The
large number of Socialist Party
members was also noticeable.

A very good collection was made
during the meeting for the support
of the work of our German com-
rades and for our work here.

One week later, on September 23,
wel over 500 people crowded

1,500 Hear LovestoneinN. Y.

ect meeting called to hear Love-
stone give an intimate description
of conditions in Germany. The
subject, “Lights Out in Germany,”
was dealt with in a most impres-
sive manner.

RECOVERY

(Continued from Page 3

rolls for the same month rose only
four and a half points.” These
figures indicate very graphically
that every increase in industrial
activity is accompanied by a much
smaller increase in employment
and by a very much smaller in-
crease in payrolls, thus frequent:
ly involving substantial wage-cuts,

3. According to the report of
Secretary of Labor Perkins (“New
York Times”, September 22), pay-
roll totals rose by $12,000,000 in
the month of July 15-August 15.
Assuming that those reemployed
received an average wage of $15
a week, there could not have been
more than 200,000 workers reem-
ployed during the month, far short
of what had been “promised” in
the NRA ballyhoo. But even more
significant is the fact that as
Miss Perkins made clear, the wages
earned per workman remained “ap-
proximately the same.” Now, il
must not be forgotten that, since
March of this year, there has been
a rise in the cost of living of about
15%. Wages remaining “approx-
imately the same” means thal
workmen’s real earnings actually
fell. A simple calculation is enough
to show that there was no sub-
stantial increase in buying power
in this period.

4. At the same time,. the unefn-
ployment relief situation is be-
coming ever more acute thruout
the country. The Welfare Council
of New York declares (“New
York Times,” September 25) that
the NRA “will not effect the relief
problem in New York City to any
great extent this Winter,” when
it expects the worst situation that
the city has experienced thruout
the crisis.

DRIVE HITS ALIENS
IN SAN ANTONIO

San Antonio, Texas.

1. A Fascist organization has
been started here with the pur-
pose of crushing Communism and
other radical movements.

2. Unemployed aliens are being
stricken from relief lists and are
being turned over for deportation.

In this way it is hoped to “re-
duce” those receiving relief by
50%. In order to divide the ranks
of the unemployed and thus put
over this nefarious scheme, slight
increases in relief were made for
the native-born jobless.

—L.

Stuyvesant Casino in a special sel-

THREE NRA CODES

(Continued from Page 3)

reemployment of about 9% is im-| The auto code provides for mini-

plied but, with the advance of ra.

tionalization and speed-up in the
auto industry, even this small gain

will hardly be realized.

But the greatest scandal is in
In June 1933
worked

the soft-coal code.
the bituminous miners
about 29 hours on the average pe
week,

reemployment*wiil tilere be here

2. Minimum Wages And Increase

In Buying Power
In the year of depression 193

more than four-fifths of the com-
mon laborers in the steel industry
received 40c an hour or more and
about one-fourth received 50c or
In June 1933 the average
wage of iron and steel laborers
But the steel

more.

was 48.2¢ an hour. y
code as adopted provides for

complicated scheme of twenty-one
district wage differentials all the
way from 25¢.an hour to the high-
What increase in buying

est 40c!

The U.M.W.A. demanded
the 30-hour maximum work-week.
General Johnson himself proposed
a 85-hour week. And the code, as
finally adopted, contains a maxi-
mum work-week of 40 hours! What

power will there be here!

-! mum wage rates varying from 40c
to 43¢ an hour. In June of this
year the average hourly wage of
automobile workers was 57.1lc an
hour, while in Michigan, the heart
of the automobile production area,
the average hourly wage was even
r | higher. Whatever increase in
wages there may take place here
and there, it is clear enough that
on the whole no expansion of buy-
ing power will become visible.
The minimum wage system em-
bodied in the wage and hour agree-
? | ment of the soft-coal code is very
complicated because it involves
not only the wusual geographical
differentials but also differentials
1|between inside and outside labor.
But some estimates can be made.
In Pennsylvania and Ohio, the in-
side wage rate is set between 37%c
and 59%c an hour. In 1931, the
average hourly rate of mine work-
ers in Pennsylvania (including the
lower-paid inside workers) was
a|56.7c. In the Northern West Vir-
ginia district the code provides for
an inside wage-rate varying be-
tween 32%ec and 54%c an hour. In

West Virginia for all mine work-
However sketchy
these figures may be, they indicate
that no great increases in buying
The
soft-coal code also involves such a
system of differentials that a low-
wage area is placed against a high-
wage area as competitive weapon

ers was 57.2c.

power are to be expected.

to reduce standards.

at least 17%.
for example,

ust.

ing power. .
*
3. Labor Relations And Collectiv
Bargaining

concerned.
the Steel Institute proposal for

recognition of the company unio
as the medium

Since then,

1931 the average hourly rate in

In this whole discussion it should
not be forgotten that from March
to September, wholesale prices rose
In New York City,
the cost of living
jumped 15% from March to Aug-
Even a considerable increase
in nominal wages would hardly
mean an expansion of mass buy-

The three codes under consider_a-
tion exhibit wide variety as far
as labor relations and unionism are
It is well known that

code originaliy included an explicit

of collective bar-
gaining. But it was made to be
withdrawn and withdrawn it was.
altho Section 7a re-
mains in the steel code unmodified,
the campaign to spread the com-
pany union system in the steel

mills has gone on apace.

sponsored by the steel trust.

self remains passive.

clause” is

in”  we

“merit

“slipped are

Act, employers

basis of individual merit, withou
e

a

n

with their approval.
The struggle over the open-sho

Only a
few days ago William Green com-
plained of this anti-union drive
But
the fossilized Amalgamated Asso-
ciation of Iron, Tin and Steel Work-
ers does not seem to be able to
rouse itself and the A. F. of L. it-

In the auto code, the notorious
included—it
assured.

“Without in any way attempting Workers of America
to qualify or modify, by interpreta-
tion, the foregoing requirements of
the National Industrial Recovery 1
in this industry ¢merit clause” all over again. It is
may exercise their right to select,
retain or advance employees on the

regard to their membership or non-
membership in any organization’:
thus reads the “merit clause.” That
this practically negates the guar-
antee of collective bargaining has
been proved so often of late that
there is no necessity of adding any
words here. It will always stand as
an inexcusable charge against Mr.
Green and his friends that they
yielded at all and allowed this
clause to be embodied in the code

issue in the coal code is now his-
tory. In the final form, Section 7a

stands unqualified and uninterpret~
ed—or, at least, so we are told.
The fact that today there are 340,
000 previously mnon-union miners
included in the U.M.W.A. agree-
ment, a very welcome thing in-
deed, should not blind us to some
very equivocal features of this
agreement. Especially must atten-
tion be called to the section rea'd-
ing: “The right to hire a}nd dis-
charge (is) vested exclqswely.m
the operator and the United Mine
shall not
"abridge these rights.” Since the
union (closed) shop is noyvhqre ex-
plicitly provided for, this is the

not necessary to be a prophet to
foretell that this section will yet
t|arise in the future to plague the
miners!

The original determination of
the operators to have nothing to
do with the U.M.W.A.was broken
—where it has been broken, be-
cause some of the biggest opera-
tors have as yet refused to sign the
agreement—only under the impact
of the splendid struggle of the
Western Pennsylvania miners. The
smuggling in of the “merit clau§e”,
on the other hand, was unquestion-
p | ably made possible only with Lew-
is’s help. This the miners will
have to remember!
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THE TEST OF LIFE

AE attitude of Communists to the labor movement is the decisive

test of the quality of their Marxism; it indicates whether their

theory is merely a sterile dogma or really a manual of revolution-
ary action. It is no accident, therefore, that at the very heart of the
controversies that have raged in recent years between the Communist
Opposition and the official Communist Party and, to a lesser extent,
between the former and the Trotskyites, was the question of the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor, its character, its future and the attitude of
the Communists to it. It is fortunate that the issues were drawn so
sharply for now the events of the last few months can give a decisive
answer.

1. That the A. F. of L. was headed for collapse, that it would vir-
tually disappear as a facior in the labor movement, was one of the
most untouchable dogmas of the “third-period” faith. Comrade Zack
uncompromisingly insisted that the conservative unions would rapidly
vanish off the face of the earth, while Comrade Foster magnanimously
.admitted the possibility that the A. F. of L. would be maintained as
a “skeleton organization” by the employers in order to head off the
mass stampede into the “revolutionary unions”! And the Trotskyites
chimed in in their own peculiar way.

The Communist Opposition defended the diametrically opposed
view. Tn the “Revolutionary Age” of May 14, 1932 (reprinted in pamph-
let form as “The American Labor Movement”), Jay Lovestone formu-
lated our viewpoint in precise manner as follows: “There could be
nothing more fatal to the American labor movement in general and to
the revolutionary movement in particular than the illusion that tne A.
F. of L. can no longer grow and has no future. It is silly to leok
at the existing American trade union movement with its 3,000,000 mem-
hers as stationary, unchangeable. . . . The outlook is clearly for an in-
gress into the trade unions, for sharpened class conflicts involving mil-
lions of workers in trade unions as well as millions of sorely-pressed
unorganized. In the course of these struggles the unorganized are
likely to pour into the unions and finally they will serve as the decisive
force, the leaven germinating a new spirit of struggle, militancy and
power in these organizations.”

Is any argument needed to establish whose viewpeint has been con-
firmed by the events?

2. That the A. F. of L. unions were really “company unions”,
bass-controlled organizations, and therefore could under no circum-
stances lead struggles of the workers, was the second great tenet in
the “third period” decalogue. Against this view the Communist Oppo-
sition has carried on an unremitting struggle, insisting that the unions,
even the most conservative, were genuine workers organizations, that
they could and would lead important strike actions and that they could
be made into really efective instruments of the defense of the workers.
We now have the facts before us: the victorious strike of the New
York dressmakers, the splendid fight of the Western Pennsylvania min-
ers in the UM.W.A,, the struggle of the Paterson silk workers, and
many more. What do the facts say?

3. The third great sacrosanct dogma, flowing directly from the
other two was that it was utterly futile, indeed dangerously opportunist,
to fight within the conservative trade unions for leadership on the
basis of winning the organizations for militant policies. Here too the
recent experiences of the trade union movement have given an unequiv-
ocal answer.

The profound change in the temper of the American labor move- |8)

ment within the last few months, from apathetic stagnation to fever-
ish if not always effective activity, has evoked a characteristic reaction
from the three main sections of American Communism. Lost in their
hopeless sectarian blindness, the spokesmen of the official C. P. sim-
ply ignore the facts and persevere in their suicidal course of trying to
build up their own dual “Red unions.” They seem incapable either of
forgetting or of learning anything! Of the Trotskyites no words .ieed
be wasted. Unable to develop any viewpoint of their own on any ques-
tion on which Trotsky has not given pontifical utterance, they cling to
the coat-tails of the official party, railing and scolding. They look upon
the upsurge of the labor movement with uneasy susbicion and regard
the spread of A. F. of L. influence and organization as a fact but a
most unfortunate one. They are ready to “suspend”, temporarily and
partially, their customary dual unionism and perforce make some “little”
concession to sanity—but only for a little while! What a pitiful spec-
tacle!

Only the Communist Opposition is able to orientate itself in the
present situation with realism and effectiveness. The upsurge of the
labor movement and the rapid ingress into the A. F. of L., which we
have long forecast, we now welcome as one of the most promising signs
in many years; we hail it as an exceptionally splendid opportunity for
labor to drive ahead and for the Communists to demonstrate and es-
tablish their leadership. In the midst of these great events as in so
many others, the Communist Opposition will again demonstrate its
genuinely Marxist ability to “work with the labor movement in all its

stages, without thereby giving up our independence in principles and
organization.”

New York City

On September 8, 1933, J. Spear
addressed the Scottsboro Boys De-
fense Club on the subject “The
Tragedy of Lynching in America.”

In a very clear and scholarly

fashion, the lecturer outlined the
types of lynchings inside and out-
side of the Black Belt of the South,
as well as the deplorable economic
conditions and the lack of educa-
tional facilities among the Southern
Negro masses.
" Inside the Black Belt, where the
Negro forms an indispensable
source of labor and constitutes the
major portion of the population,
lynching is used as a weapon of in-
timidation to discourage any up-
rising and keep the Negro in ser-
vile subjection. The slogan inside
of the Black Belt is: “A nigger
must be lynched now and then to
keep him in his place!”

QOutside of the Black Belt, the
Negro is a labor competitor of the
poor white and is used by the rul-
ing class of the South as labor tool
against the latter whose economic
conditions are expressed in the vi-
cious manner in which Negroes are
lynched by the poor whites.

In the Black Belt lynchings are
executed with swiftness, precision
and without any unnecessary dis-
play of horror. Outside this belt,
lynchings afford a “Roman holi-
day” for the mobs and serve as a
source of entertainment to enliven
their drab existence and express
their superiority.

The plight of the poor whites
and Negroes can be traced directly
to the system of exploitation and

white ruling class who profit from
the ruthless exploitation of both
groups.

The lecturer exposed the futility
of attempting to eradicate lynch-
ing thru simply legal channels and
other ineffective methods that
have been proposed. He also cor-
rectly emphasized the folly of be-
lieving that lynching would ul-
timately die a natural death, be-
cause the number of lynchings dim-
inish at certain periods. In a very
clear and convincing manner, the
lecturer illustrated that lynching
can only be eradicated by the de-
struction of this whole damnable
and vicious system of society,
whose foundation is based on hu-
man exploitation and misery.

After the question period, the
audience expressed its profound
appreciation for the splendid lec-
ture given by Comrade Spear,
highly complimented him for the
manner in which he had outlined
his topic and pledged tc assist the
Scottsboro Boys Club in eradicat-
ing all forms of exploitation and
discrimination.

THE MARXISM OF
SIDNEY HOOK

{Continued from Page 4)

but depends entirery upon its di-

rection.”

This, I think, is correct. Hook’s
position is not that. He says (page

“To everlook this distinction and
to speak of Marxism as an ‘“ob-
jective science, is therefore, to
emasculate its class character.”

On the contrary, the very class
approach of Marxism is a guaran-
tee of its objectivity.

He says further (page 106):

“Marx’s materialistic approach to
problems of social development was
always oriented with reference to
his class allegiance and class revo-
lutionary goal. That did not make
his conclusions less objective but it
made them partial in their bearings
and implications.”

These words are more than
slightly ambiguous. If “partial in
their bearings and implications”
means less objective, the passage
is clearly self-contradictory. If, as
seems more likely, it means partial
beoause of class bias, it is clearly
contradictory to Hook’s general po-
sition since it maintains that ob-
jectivity and class bias are not
mutually incompatible. Hook can’t
both have his cake and eat it too!

Still more curious is the fact
that the passage Hook adduces
from Lenin in support of his con-
tention of the difference between
a “purely objective” analysis and

a materialist-dialectical analysis,

fiendish hate perpetuated by the]

‘Tragedy of Lynching’

by Clarence Jenkins

contains the following (page 107):
“The objectivist speaks of the ne-
cessity of a determinate historical
process, while the materialist makes
an exact investigation of the given
socio-economic complex and the an-
tagonistic relations which it pro-
duces. The objectivist, who tries to
show the necessity of a determinate
series of facts, continually runs the
risk of degenerating to an apologist
of these facts; the materialist lays
bare class oppositions upon which
he proceeds to take a stand. The
objectivist speaks of ‘irrefragable
historical tendencies’; the material-
ist speaks of the class which ‘domi-
nates’ the given economic order and
therewith calls forth determinate
forms of opposition on the part of
the other classes. The materialist is
therefore more consistent than the
objectivist and manifests a deeper,
completer objectivism.” (Emphasis

mine.—]J. C.)

The class bias of the proletariat
does not stand in antagonism to ob-
jective truth in a class society. On
the contrary, it makes, in Lenin’s
words, for a “deeper, completer
objectivism.” Lenin’s position is
not Hook’s. If there were any fur-
ther doubt of that, compare Hook’s:

“The new philosophy will tri-
umph not because it represents ob-
ject truth but because it fulfills the
needs of human beings and the so-
cial conditions which generate these
needs.” (“The Modern Quarterly,”

Vol. VI, No. 1, p. 54.)

Ou the other hand, in his polem-
ic with Trotsky, Hook is ready to
admit more. He says in his an-
swer to Trotsky’s letter (“The
Nation”, July 5, 1933):

“All of Marx’s objectively true
descriptions of society are relevant
to his revolutionary purposes, . . ”

“In conclusion: Marxism is a
scientific method of achieving a
classless society. Its docirines, in-
sofar as they are werified by experi-
ence, are as objective as the propo-
sitions of any science”

It seems to me that this argu-
ment by quotation has established
the following:

1. That there are many elements
of self-contradiction in Hook’s po-
sition.

2. That Hook’s original conten-
tion was that class bias makes ob-
jective truth impossible.

3. That, in this book, Hook’s po-
sition is not Marx’s or Lenin’s.

4. That, in his most recent writ-
ings, Hook has quite considerably
altered his view on this head.

(Concluded in the mext issue)

1 All quotations are from “Towards
an Understanding of Karl Marx”,
unless otherwise indicated.

2 A clear distinction must be made be-
tween this conception and the instru-
mentalist attitude towards truth.

KNIT-GOODS WORKERS ON
STRIKE IN NEW YORK
(Continued from Page 1)

both unions. The workers, con-

vinced by enthusiastic strikers ot

the International, came over in a

body to it

The agreement grants recogni-

tion of the U.T.W. and the I.L.G.
W.U. by the Association. Both
unions are to organize with the
same scale and working jointly
until October 9, the date of ex-
piration of the agreement. By
then the A.F. of L. convention will
have decided on jurisdiction in the
knit-goods field. The code hear-
ings also to open on that date and
a definite scale will be presented
by the International. The agree-
ment includes the 87% hour week
and wages rises of 20% to $35 and
10% for those from $35 and up.
This was the best possible agree-
ment that could have been gotten
under the circumstances since the
season ends in two weeks. At the
ratification mass meeting, Cum-
mins, an organizer for the U.T.W.,
in his speech mentioned: “There is
room for only one union in the
knit-goods field.” “And that is the
International,” shouted the mass of
strikers as one. And thev cheered
for about ten minutes. With such
a response and such militant en-
thusiasm upon the part of the
strikers, it is evident that the In-
ternational will win the leadership
of the knit-goods workers. The
need of the hour is for a fighting
union with militant policies.
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The book review will be found
on page four— “The Marxism of
Bidney Hook,” by Jim Cork.—
Editor.

BIG SILK STRIKE
IN PATERSON

(Continued from Page 5)
strike policy of Communists? Cer-
tainly not! Communists represent
and defend the interests of the
working class. It is the aim of
Communists to build the organiza-
tions of the workers and not to
split or destroy them. The Com-
munist Party (Opposition) appeals
to the silk workers not to judge
Communism by the stupidities of
the National. We point rather te
the example of the Communists
who are members of the Commu-
nist Opposition and are actively
working and leading the heroic
struggle for better conditions.

Eli Keller, secretary of the na-
tional strike committee and one of
the outstanding leaders of the Pat-
erson silk workers, has tirelessly
worked for the success of the
strike. Together with his co-work-
ers on the strike committee, he was
instrumental in defeating the at-
tempts of McMahon and the NRA
officials to send the workers back
on the basis of the five-week
“truce”. Even the National and the
“Daily Worker” haven’t dared tec
print a word of slander against
Keller as yet. Among the dyers,
Jack Rubenstein has been instru-
mental in directing the fight
against “compromise” settlements
and in developing the militancy of
the strike. The constructive, fear-
less, militant leadership of the
members of the Communist Oppo-
sition and the support and activity
of every progressive and honest
worker on the strike committee,
have made this strike a most in-
spiring example to the entire work-
ing class and are responsible for
the building up of a mass union
of silk workers.

ok %

What Is The Outlook For The
Strike?

The strikers must keep up the
fight! Iron determination and no
vacillations on the the part of the
leaders are essential! Defeat the
splitters! Anyone, no matter under
what guise, who attempts to split
the union or the strike at this time,
is helping the bosses. Only if the

workers present one solid front
con they win, The strike commit-
tee must be made up of every craft
in the A.F.S.W. Broad-silk throw-
sters and dyers must be represent-
ed on one strike committee and
fight for one national agreement.
The building up of the American
Federation of Silk Workers as a
powerful, militant union of silk
workers thruout the country is the
biggest taskh

SILK STRIKE COMES
TC NEW YORK

Brooklyn, N. Y.

The national silk strike has been
spread to Greater New York City
during the past week. All the
larger silk mills in this city have
Leen tied up by the American Fed-
eration of Silk Workers, affiliated
with the A. F. of L. While pick-
eting the Culver silk mill, in Long
Island City, 41 pickets, including
thirty two men and nine girls,
were arrested “for obstructing
traffic.”” The riot squad came
down with machine guns. In spite
of this attack, the Culver silk mill
was brought down in support of
the strike. The next day the big-
gest mill in this territory, the
Mallinson mill in Astoria. was
taken down. In this mill, the
workers are slaving at four looms
for $13 a week at a terrific speed-
up. Daily meetings are being held
and the workers are determined to
carry on their struggle until a
national settlement fs secured.



	v2n21-p10-oct-01-1933-WA
	v2n21-p23g-oct-01-1933-WA
	v2n21-p45-oct-01-1933-WA
	v2n21-p67-oct-01-1933-WA
	v2n21-p80-oct-01-1933-WA

