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Is America Heading for Fascism?

Is America heading for Fas-
cism? At one time not so many
vears ago it was mere routine for
the official Communist press of this
country to label every sign of reac-
idon or repression as Fascism. To-
day it seems to be taken as a mat-
ter of course in radical circles* thai
the “New Deal” program and es-
pecially the National Industrial Re-
covery Act, involving as they do,
the unprecedented accentuation of
the power of the Executive and the
extensive control of economic lite
by the Federal government, are
steps on the road to Fascism, if not
Fascism itself. The question i»
not a minor one; least of all is it,
as some claim, a mere question oi
terminology- The cardinal erroi
of the official Communist leader-
ship in the German situation was
its persistent, even obstinate re-
fusal to recognize the nature ol
Fascism and its insistence upon
crying Fascism at every turn of
German politics- Its failure to
meet the Fascist menace when it
did appear in its real form was an
inevitable consequence. No ade-
quate understanding of politics 1s
possible today without a real
grasp of the nature of Fascism.

* * *
What Is Fascism?

There is altogether “0o much of
a tendency to regard Fascism as a
“measure” or a “policy = which can
be adopted at will or upnn neces-
sity. But this is totally ‘alse and
misses the whole point. 1 ascism is
a definite, tho not inevitak!e, stage
in the political developnient of
post-war capitalism. The p-imary
questions that face us are, where-
fore: Under what circumstar~es
does Fascism arise, grow stror2
and triumph? What 1s the socia’
character of the Fascist movement
and of the Fascist regime? What
is the dispasition of class forces
making for Fascism? What role
does Fascism play in contemporary
capitalist society?

A Marxist analysis of the expe-
riences in Italy and Germany and
a realistic study of the lessons of
history, especially of Bonapartism
in France, will throw a good deal
of light on these questions. Fas-
cism arises when, under the impact
of a deep all-national economic and
social crisis, it has become impos-
sible for the bourgeoisie to con-
tinue to rule society thru its ac-
customed organs (the traditional
political parties, parliamentary de-
mocracy, etc.), while at the same
time, the proletariat, tho a form-
idable social force, is not in a posi-
tion to seize political control
Under such circumstances, the
masses of the petty bourgeoisie,
headed by its intellectual vanguard,
impoverished, tormented, uprooted
as a result of the crisis, bitterly dis-
illusioned with “things as they
are”, ‘the system,” in Hitler
ite terms, yet alienated also from
the working class because of the
latter’s incapacity to make a prac-
tical bid for power, are driven to
an apparently independent social
movement, of an oppositional and
even pseudo-radical nature. In ac-
cordance with the historical char-
acter of the petty bourgeoisie, the
official outlook of this movement
is a hopeless confusion of the most

* Compare J(ames) B(urnham)’s edi-
torial “Comment” in “The Sympos-
ium”, July 1933 and Abelard Stone’s
“Roosevelt Mowve to Fascism” in
“The Modern Monthly” of June
1933.

glaring contradictions and the most
obvious quackery, all held together
by an intensely reactionary nation-
alism. In accordance also with
the historical character of the petty
bourgeoisie, it looks for salvation
to the Savior-Leader (Hitler, der
Fuehrer; Mussolini, i1 Duce) wth
his special gospel and panacea. In
an act of incredible self-deception,
it raises aloft the banner of pri-
vate property as the firm founda-
tion of its “Third Reich.” It stands
in the most uncompromising op-
position to socialist collectivism, to
the political parties that represent
it in one form or another; it coun-
terposes its own brand of “Nation-
al-Socialism”—“Socialism”  raised
on the foundations of private prop-
erty! It savagely combats the la-
bor movement as a whole, which
it blames for the chaos of society:
Disillusioned with parliamentary
democracy and liberalism in decay,
it demands the “totalitarian” state
and the monopoly of political
power by the “party of national
resurgence,” called by Heaven and
History to its great mission- It
shows a demonstrative contempt
for conventional bourgeois legality;
it organizes its forces outside of
the law and uses unstinted violence
in destroving the labor movement
and in achieving its own ends. But
above all does it claim to be an
“independent” movement, indepen-
dent alike from “selfish” capital-
ism and ‘“destructive and anti-na-
tional” communism- Such is Fas-
cism!

The whole imposing structure is
shattered at its last point. Under
present-day conditions of capitalist

by Will Herberg

development, with its economic
base rapidly vanishing the petty
bourgeoisie cannot launch any in-
dependent movement, that is, no
movement not allied, directly o1
indirectly, with the capitalist class
or the working class and serving
the social interests of the one or
the other. The consecration of pri-
vate property shows clearly enough
the orientation of Fascism. In fact,
it does not require much penetra-
tion to see in Fascism the salva-
tion of capitalism in a blind-alley;
it is significant of the decadent
state of the capitalist order that it
must look to a pseudo-socialist
petty bourgeois movement to save
it. Things have come to such a
pass, in fact, that the bourgeoisie,
in order to safeguard its economic
and social interests, in order to
maintain the very system of exploi-
tation, is compelled to hand over
direct political power to this petty
bourgeois nationalist mass move-
ment called Fascism. The capital-
ist class usually tries many alter-
natives before coming to the un-
welcome conclusion but in the end

it becomes quite clear: “Either
Fascism or chaos!” Long ago
Marx described a historically sim-
ilar turn in political development,
Bonapartism, in these terms:

“The bourgeoisie declared un-
equivocally that it was ready to
give up its own political rule...
if it could only carry on busi-
ness with confidence under the
protection of a strong and un-

(Continued on Page 4)

New York City.

The scores of thousands of
dress and cloakmakers of New
York City stand before a general
strike, according to the decisions
of the joint boards and membership
of the dress and cloak locals of
the International Ladies Garment
Workers Union. The prospect of a
zeneral strike in these trades is of
special importance in view of the
fact that the suppression of strikes
is admittedly one of the outstand-
ing objectives of the National In-
dustrial Recovery Act.

* * *

The Dressmakers Prepare

Sentiment for general strike in
the dress trade in order io rees-
tablish tolerable conditions, began
to make itself felt some time ago.
The Dressmakers Joint Board ap-
proved the proposal, worked out
demands and set in motion strike
preparations. These decisions were
submitted to a joint meeting of
the executive boards of the dress-
makers locals, Locals 10, 22, 35 and
89, held on July 12. and were
there also endorsed. The demands
of the dressmakers include: (1)
the 30-hour week; (2) no over-

Needle Trades Plan General
Strike in New York

Cloak And Dress Unions Make Preparations For Big
Struggle; Cloak Bosses Propose Anti-Labor Code

time; (3) a guaranteed minimum
of the present weekly wage scales:
cutters $560 a week, operators $44,
examiners $26, pressers $50, drap-
ers $31, finishers $26, hemstitch-
ers $30, cleaners $20, sample mak-
ers $35; (4) complete jobbers re-
sponsibility for conditions in con-

| tractors shops; (5) unemployment

insurance. It was decided to issue

a manifesto announcing a special |

low initiation fee for dressmakers

joining the union at this time. Pre-'
paratory to the strike there is to

be conducted an energetic organi-
zation campaign to unionize the
whole industry.

On July 14, there was held a
crowded and verv enthusiastiec shop
chairmen’s meeting to consider the
decisions on the strike. Among
the speakers were Julius Hochman.
general manager of the Dress Joint
Board; L. Antonini, manager .of
Italian Local 89; Cohen of Local
85; and Chas. S. Zimmerman, man-
ager of Local 22. Zimmerman dis-
cussed the conditions of the dress-
makers and showed that the period
of apathy had passed, that tfe
dressmakers were manifesting a
militant fighting spirit. If the
struggle was carried on properly,

(Continued on Page 2)

Where Does the Recovery Act Lead?
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Why a Labor Party?

by Herbert Zam

The anti-Tammany and Fusion
campaigns in New York in parti-
cular and developments thruout
the country in general once more,
in one form or another, bring to
the forefront the issue of a Labor
Party.

A %k x
Sectarianism From Both Sides

In commenting on the results of
last Presidential elections we
pointed out that neither of the ex-
isting political parties inside the
working class was able to serve
as the means of crystallizing the
great dissatisfaction of the work-
ers with the capitalist parties on a
definite working class basis. In
the intervening months this point
of view has been amply justified
by events. But the Communist
and Socialist Parties still remain
callously indifferent to the needs
of the workers on the parliament-
ary field—whether out of sectar-
ian notions or anti-working class
ideas 1s of no consequence in this
discussion. The Communist Par-
ty, which formally dropped the
idea of a Labor Party with the on-
set of the “third period” of sec-
tarianism, has maintained the posi-
tion that anything the working
class does, without the previous in-
structions of the leaders of the par-
ty, is just too bad for the work-
ers. The workers must act with
and around the party or the party
will condemn their actions. “Farm-
er-Laborism”, that is, the growing
desire of the workers and farmers
for independent political action, is
viewed by the C. P. leaders as a
“great menace.”

In essence, the Socialist Party
has maintained the same attitude
but covered with somewhat more
diplomatic language. We have al-
ready discussed the sectarian poli-
cies of the Socjalist Party on other
fields. Recently we had perhaps
the most striking example of this.
The so-called Continental Congress
(presumably called to inaugurate
the second American revolution)
passed in the typical sectarian
manner—a united front around the
party. True, it was bigger than
the C. P.s united fronts, because
the Socialist Party has more in-
fluence in the trade unions and
other labor organizations but it
was not different in manner and
method. What could the Continent-
al Congress have done of posi-
tive value to the American workers
and unemployed? There is ob-
viously one thing which could have
justified the birth of the C. C. and
that is to stimulate and promote
the movement for an independent
political party of the workers and
farmers based on their organiza-
tions. This is what thousands of
workers wanted when they sent
their delegates to this congress.
This was the expressed desire of
the farm organizations at the con-
gress. This is what a large portion
of the rank and file of the Social-

ist Party looked to in building the

congress. But this is precisely
the one thing the Continental
Cougress did not do. The ultra-

reactionary wing of the S. P., led
by Hillquit, declare in words that
they are in favor of a Labor Par-
ty—if someone else builds it! When
a Labor Party has come into exist-
ence, then they will stand ready
to ‘“‘cooperate” with it—that .is,
try to use it! This marks them as
practical parasites, quite willing
to use what others have produced
but themselves unwilling to pro-
duce. Basically, this is a position
against the Labor Party. This is
the position of Green, Woll and
Company. They do not dare to say
that they will oppose a Labor Par-
ty after it is formed. But they
do everything to oppose the forma-
tion of one and that determines
their position.
* % %

Labor Party Or Third Party

But the sentiment for a Labor
Party, already fairly widespread,
is bound to grow. With the Re-
covery Act placing the full power
of the Federal government openly
and directly behind the trust-. the
workers and poor farmers will be
compelled to look for a common
weapon which they can use and
whifhi % compatible with Uheir
present political development, at
least to endeavor to coordinate
their resistance to the increasing
encroachments of big capital in
every walk of life. To believe that
zither the C. P. or the S. P. will
be chosen, is to believe in miracjes.
Only the sectarians cf the extreme
right (Hillquit) and of the ultra-
left (Browder) still retain the
privilege of believing in miracles.
To a realist, there is only one al-

(Continued on Page 2)

BROACH OUT FROM
ELECTRICIANS

Washington, D. C.

H. H. Broach, the central object
of the opposition movement in the
ranks of the organized electrical
workers, resigned his position as
president of the International Bro-
therhood of Electrical Workers.
The resignation which took place
on July 11, was explained as “due
to ill health” but it is everywhere
taken to be closely connected with
the struggle inside of the union.
W. Tracy of Houston, Texas, was
selected by the union’s executive
council to succeed Broach.

Rumors of the pending resigna-
tion had been current in New York
labor circles for several weeks in
view of the sharpening of the
struggle of the conservative offi-
cialdom of Local 3 against the
the growing progressive opposition
movement in the local. The mur-
der of Henry Godel, a leading mili-
tant, some three weeks before, had
brought the situation to a climax.
It is also hinted that Broach’s res-
ignation came as a result of pres-
sure from William Green, head of
the American Federation of Labor.




Two

WORKERS AGE

Why a Labor
Party?

(Continued from Page 1)
ternative to a Labor Party—a third
capitalist party. Whoever, in the
ranks of the working class, is to-
day in opposition to a Labor Par-
ty, is objectively helping the de-
velpoment of sentiment for a third
bourgeois party, is playing into
the hands of the old parties.

A glance at the unemployed or-
ganizations will provide a strik-
ing object lesson in this discussion.
All shades of political opinion are
found dominating the unemployed
organizations. An appeal on a par-
tisan basis to the unemployed or-
ganizations will result in increas-
ing the disunity and not in pro-
moting unity, which is today the
greatest need. The instrument
which cain serve as one of the
most effective means of unifying
the actions of the unemployed
workers and their organizations is
the Labor Party. Out of the mil-
lion or so workers organized in un-
employed organizations and the
many millions who are unorganized
only a very small proportion are
ready to support one of the exigt-
ing working class parties. To of-
fer them no other alternativé
means that they will remain sup-
porters of the capitalist parties, or,
what amounts to the same thing
objectively, not participate in poli-
tics at all. Surely not even the
“leftist” of the ultra-left will maim
tain that this is the way to develop
the class consciousness of the back-
ward unemployed workers.

In New York City, the Laboz
Party issue is at the present time
being dramatized by the Fusion
campaign. What is the answer of
the workers to this? What is the
answer of the C. P.? Of the S. P.?
Is the ticket of the S. P. proposed
as the means of combating the Fu-
sion movement? Is the ticket of
the C. P. a means of breaking the
workers away from support of the
capitalist parties? Is it not clear
that, in the absence of a Labor
ticket, of a Labor Party (in this
specific case a United Labor Tick-
et), hundreds of thousands of
workers and middle class elements
will have no other alternative ex-
cept to cast their votes for the Fu-
sion candidate? (A Fusion candi-
date who, there is everv reason
to believe, will be a Tammany
tool!) Just as in 1924 the La Fol-
lette movement represented a
means of preventing independent
political action by the workers and
farmers, so today the Fusion move-
ment is a means of preventing such
action by the workers of New
York. Just as in 1924 the means
of fighting the La Follette move-
ment was not by an independent
varty ticket (as the C.P. did) or
by sunporting La Follette (as was
done by the S. P.) but by cam-
paigning for a Labor Party, by
setting uo a ticket of the work-
ers and farmers against the ticket
of the old vparty politicians and
small capitalists. so today either
independent narty tickets or suo-
port of the Fusion movement will
play into the hands of the Tam-
many cohorts. Only a United La-
bor Ticket. including the political
parties of the workers, gxe trade
unions. the organization¥ of the
unemployed. the fraternal organi-
7ations, can suceessfullv present
the demands of the working class
as a whole azainst Tammany and
against the Fusionists.

The New York situation is bound
to repeat itself in a thousand cities
and localities. Only the Labor Par-
ty offers a practical solution to
this problem because the Labor
Party is today the sole means of
uniting all the workers in common.
independent volitical action against
the capitalists and their parties.

Eager Bros. Tel. Catskill 890-F-2
EAGER MOTINTAIN
HOUSE
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CATSKILLS, N. Y.
In the Heart of the Catskill Mts.
Up-to-date Summer Resort
Hot and cold water in every room
Lake - Tennis - Handball - Casino
Orchestra - Dancing
Moden Place for Modern Peoble
Special rates for readers of the

The cartoon above, which ap-
peared in the “Daily Worker” of
July 13, captioned “The Same House
But Two Doors” is the convincing
proof that all the talk of a change
in the sectarian and union-splitting
tactics of the official Communist
Party is a shameless fraud. The
company union, which is no union
at all, and the A. F. of L. are here

THE NEW PARTY TRADE UNION LINE!

pictured as two doors to the same
brothel!

The policy of the official Com-
munist Party today as it has
been for over four years, a policy
of deserting, disrupting and split-
ting trade unions. The Commu-
tnst Opposition is the only Com-
munist force today that stands for
trade unionism, trade union unity

and militancy!

(Continued from Page 1)

he pointed out, if it was carried
on not timidily but with vigor,
it would be crowned with success.
The National Industrial Recovery
Act, he warned, had spread many
illusions that the workers would
get better conditions “with the
hel pof Washington.” This was a
big mistake. Without a strong
union the dressmakers would get
nothing. The only means was a
general strike. Now that the cost
of living was rising every day,
Zimmerman insisted, it was more
than ever necessary to fight. No
patent medicines but only the pick-
et-line and the union could be of
any help, declared Zimmerman. to
the great applause of the shop
chairmen. The meeting enthusiast-
Y:ally approved the strike deci-
sions and demands.

No code has as yet been propos-
ed by the employers in the dress
industry. The recently organized
National Dress Association, a
group of manufacturers and job-

DELICIOUS FOOD?
GOOD SERVICE?
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tactics!

Name o

JOIN!

OIN the Communist Party of the U. S.
A. (Opposition) and do your bit to-
wards uniting the Communist movement

NEEDLE TRADES GENERAL STRIKE

bers,dominated by the open-shop
elementg,* has so far proposed a
$14 minimum wage for unskilled
labor! The demands listed above
stand as the position of the work-
ers for which the union is deter-
mined to fight!

The cloakmakers are in a some-
what different position. By a ref-
erendum vote of two to one some
time ago, they defeated the pro-
posal to drop week work from the
union demands and accept piece
work. The workers stood over-
whelmingly for week work in spite
of the fact that the leaders of the
cioak wunion gave o leadership
and, in some cases. even took a
stand for piece work! Great dis-
satisfaction is today being express-
ed with these leaders, especially
with the general manager, I. Nag-
ler, whose resignation is being de-
manded from many sides. His
championship of piece work, it is
nointed out, makes it impossible
for him now to lead in a vigorous
struggle for week work.

* * *

The Cloak Code

The employers in the cloak in-
dustry have elaborated their code,
which fullv confirms the conten-
tion that the workers are not go-
ing to get any Santa Claus gifts
from the Recoverv Act. The pro-
posed code not only demands piece
work. which means the sweat-shop
and the destruction of all union
ronditiong, but it also calls for a
30.-40% reduction of wage stand-
ards and the 40-hour week. The
40-hour week is now established
in the cloak trade and yet there
is heavv unemployment: it is ob-
vious that there will be no sub-
stantial reemployment at all unless
the maximvm working week is ma-

The Group at Work |

by Milton Singer

Hartford, Conn.

About a year ago, I was on the
verge of joining the Communist
Party, but after witnessing a few
*“hunger marches,” “demonstra-
tions” and other adventures, al-
ways with the same faces, shouting
the same phrases and meeting with
no response from the masses of
workers, I was for a while dis-
gusted. I asked myself the ques-
tion: “Where else to go?”

I went to the Socialist Party.
There I found a number of young
people who felt the same as I did
about the C.P. The principles ol
Communism we agreed were cor-
rect but the way the official Com-
munists were doing things was def-
initely crazy and irresponsible. The
young comrades and I agreed that
the principles of S- P. for gaining
power and form of government
after taking power were mislead-
.ing, ineffective and wrong. Still
I believed that I could do effective
work here and joined with the
hopes of winning over the other
members to my stand.

Soon after a Y.P.S.L.. branch
was organized and with the help
of the more militant comrades, I
became organizer. We were able
to capture all leading positions.
Then I thought we were getting
somewhere, but I was mistaken.
As soon as there was talk of or-
ganizing a Marxian Educational
Society in Hartford, talk of united
front with the Y.C.L. and with an-
other group that we heard of for
the first time, the Communist Op-
position, we had the W.C. and the
right wing of the S.P- on our neck.
Thru the effective work of the C.P-
O. we organized a Marxian Edu-
cational Society. And thru the in-
sane political line of the Y.C.L.
every attempt to have a united
front failed, giving the right wing
element a swell opportunity to give
us a horse-lagh.

By that time we had the reac-
tionary elements in the S.P. and
W.C. frightened. They branded
other comrades and myself as
Communists and disrupters. They
tried to break up the M.E.S. but
failed- The right wing and center
united and, to a large extent, nul-
lified all effective work to reach
the workers. At the next elec-

terially reduced. at least to 30
hours. The officials of the I. L. G.

abroad.

Name

SUBSCRIBE!

CQ'UBSCRIBE to the “Workers Age”, of-

ficial paper of the Communist Oppo-
sition, and keep informed as to all devel-
opments of interest to labor at home and

W. U. have already come out in
vigorous opposition to the code and
its provisions.

The cloakmakers too have held
their {inint executive board and
shop chairmen’s meetings on the
same date as the dressmakers and
there too the decision for a strike
was enthusiastically*endorsed.

* *

The whole labor movement will
watch Mith great interest the
events in the cloak and dress trades
of New York for they represent
the first case of ¢ large-scale
strike movement developing under
the new conditions produced by
the Recovery Act. The revolt of
the needle trades workers will go
a long way towards encouraging
the trade union workers in other
industries, disvelling their illu-
sions about salvation coming from
the codes and stimulating them to
militant class action.

Address -

Address

“Workers Age”

City

on the basis of effective, realistic Leninist }

City

Statement of Former S. P. Member

tions, I lost the position of organ-
izer and other left wingers theirs
also- By the sheer stroke of luck,
I got the position of Educational
Director of the S.P. The study
classes I led on the Communist
Manifesto in which it speaks of a
program entirely alien to the S.P.
weren’t taken with good grace
Topics for lectures of a real rev-
olutionary nature poured salt on
their wounds. Constant propa-
ganda for united fronts made fur
fly and as far as the right wing
and center was concerned I was
ostracized.

I knew that I would soon have to
resign or be expelled. There was
and still is a campaign to expel all
active revolutionary workers and
the Hillquit bunch is very effective
in this work. Where should I
have gone? The C.P. was still
having their “marches” and “dem-
onstrations” and the same people
wearily attending them, all trying
their best to substitute for the
“masses of workers.” The C.P.-O,,
on the other hand, was doing very
effective work among the unem
ployed and employed as well, as in
the anti-sweatshop campaign, busy
doing educational work. I joined
it, a small, healthy growing group
in contrast to the definite signs of
stagnation in the S-P. and to the
acrobatics of the C.P.

I joined the Communist Opposi-
tion and stopped wasting time try-
ing to revolutionize the S.P. It’s
an impossible task.

Milton Singe:-

LOVESTONE SPEAKS
IN MONTREAL

Montreal, Canada.

Lovestone spoke on Monday,
May 29, 1933 to an audience of
400, on the topic “Storm Centers
of the World.” In his review of
the political situation of the world,
Lovestone touched upon the role of
the “New Dealer” and indicate?
the politics played by the European
governments in connection with the
Roosevelt regime. :

Lovestone dealt at large wit
Germany and its role on the politi-
cal arena in so far as Italy, the
other stronghold of Fascism, and
Austria are concerned. Esnecially
was the possibility of Germany’s
annexation of Austria stressed. In

flirtation between Italy and Ger-
many would cease. In other
words, “Hitler and Mussolini can
hang best together if they hang
separately.”

When the period of questions and
discussions came up, the Social-
ists sought an opportunity to
blame the coming of Fascism in
Germany entirely on the Commu-
pists. But they did not succeed
in convincing the workers in the
audience of this; for in Lovestone’s
summary they were shown not only
the falsity of their statement but
they were also given some ma-
terial to think over, much of which
they failed to read even in their
own press.

A similar fate awaited the Trot-
skyites on Tuesday, May 30, when
Comrade Lovestone addressed the
open forum of the Workers Edu-
cational Society on the subject:
“The Crisis and What Is Ahead
For the Workers in the United
States and Canada.” At this lec-
ture, which was attended by 200
workers, the speaker estimated the
most recent developments concern-
ing the workers of the United
States, laying special stress on the
period of the “New Deal.”

In conclusion one could not help
but remark that while the official
party comrades utilized every op-
portunity at both lectures to eriti-
cize the lecturer and the Opposi-
tion movement in general, yet,
when Lovestone revealed the de-
trimental role of the Socialists and
the phrase-mongering of the Trot-
skyites, they sat back and smiled
in agreement and satisfaction.

Both lectures were very well re-
ceived and left a good impression
on those workers who attended.

Dave Breslow

such a case, said Lovestone, the -
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The National Recovery Act at Work

As the first to be approved and
applied, the Cotton Textile Code
will surely play a big role in
the future application and opera-
tion of the National Industrial Re-
covery Act. A careful study 'of
this code would be worth the while
of any worker. It would certain-
ly serve to let in a fresh breeze
of realism to dispel the fogs of il-
lusion.

1. “Applying the proposed mini-
mum of $13 for the North and $12
for the South,” declared ngeral
Johnson in his statement, “it has
been calculated that the average
mill wages thruout the  coungry
would be increased to 30% and
hours reduced over 25%.” But
what we are not told is that.the
80% increase in hourly wages—
and that is the basis of calcula-
tion—is almost outweighed by the
25% cut in hours. But even the
slight increase in buying powe:
that may emerge is swallowed up
by the rapidly rising cost of liv-
ing. It will surely not take long
for the textile workers and others
to see this fraud.

2. The rawest deal has certainly
been gotten by the colored work-
ers in the textile industry. Already
when the code was under cons;d—
eration, John B. Davis, executive
secretary of the Negro Industrial
League, protested against the ex-
clusion of cleaners and outside
workers, mostly Negroes, from the
minimum wage provisions, miser-
able as they are. To the shame
of the A. F. of L. it must be re-
corded that the trade union lead-
ers present at the public hear-
ings did not raise their voice in
support of this protest. Now, In
the President’s order confirming
the textile code, the brutal discrim-
ination against the Negro worker
is specifically confirmed, with the
cynical promise that the matter
is to be reviewed by January 1,
1934. We may expect that this

precedent of official jim-crowing
will be carried out in other indus-
tries as well.

the hearings that preceded it are
any indication at all, the A. F. of
L. certainly has little to look for-
ward to in the future as far as
“benefits” under the Recovery Act
are concerned.
fully propagated illusions about a

<

ings General Johnson took occa-
sion more than once to point out
that “the Recovery Act Adminis-
tration is not going to be used for
unionization”
shouting was over, the very weak
textile wunions found themselves
weaker still, practically impotent.
Bound hand and foot by govern-

to the most powerful combination
of textile capitalists ever known in

employers organized in the trade

3. If the cotton textile code and

All of the care-

‘golden age” for labor are turning
into ashes. Thruout the proceed-

and, when all the

ment decree, thev stand opposed

the history of the industry, the

association set up under the Re-
covery Act. There are indications
that even the conservative union
leaders are beginning to feel that
they did not emerge with colors
flying and that everything will not
be so rosy in the future as they
had let their members believe.

* ok ok

Buying Power And Prices—Which
Way The Spiral?

The whole theory and practise of
the Recovery Act is based on the
systematic raising of prices. “The
domestic policy of price-raising,”
declared Secretary of State Hull
at the World Conference, “is para-
mount.” At the same time, the
road to recovery, as blazed by the
Recovery Act, is alleged toy be
thru the mass increase of buying
power by means of reemployment

Some Experience for the Workers

clash is obvious on the face of it
and it has become positively strik-
ing as reflected in the textile code.

According to the figures of the
A. F. of L. the income of the work-
ing class increased about 7% in
the three months preceding June
1933. But in approximately the
same time, according to the report
of the United States Department
of Labor, the prices of all com-
modities rose over 11%. Investiga-
tions conducted by the New York
newspapers show that from April
1 to June 15, prices of meats
jumped between 15% and 50%,
while vegetables rose about 40%.
In the short period of one month,
April 15 to May 15, Labor De-
partment figures indicate that
many vegetables rose from 16%
to 40%, lard 13%, evaporated milk
129%, butter 11%, and so on. And
now the price of bread is notor-
iously shooting up, with increases
of 1 1/3¢ to 3¢ on a 5¢ pound-loaf
already enforced and more coming.

It is only too clear that the un-
restrained sky-rocketing of prices
has far and away swallowed up
whatever rise in total money wages
there may have taken place in re-
cent months.

Will it continue so in the im-
mediate future under the Recov-
ery Act? The evidence of the cot-
ton textile code, of the sub-starva-
tion standards proposed in the few
trade codes already made public
but, above all, of the general $14
minimum for male workers hinted
by General Johnson himself, cer-
tainly gives little hope of a change
for the better in the future.

In his statement on signing the
Recovery Act, President Roosevelt

along which this country was going
to mount to prosperity. Yes, we
are sliding along the spiral—only
downwards! “lf we get too far
ahead of our purchasing power,”
General Johnson has been trank
enough to confess, “it will mean a
new collapse. . . . ” And that is
precisely what we are heading for
under General Johnson’s own bene-
volent auspices.
* * *
The Trade Unions And The
Recovery Act

The real aspect of the Recovery
Act as far as the trade unions are
concerned, is becoming ever clear-
er. It is not so easy now, after
the textile code experience, to pass
off the act as the highroad to the
unionization of the unorganized.
“This Administration,” the Gen-
eral has been repeatedly quoted as
saying, “is not going to be used
as a means of unionizing any in-
dustry.” And the cotton code is
the proof. An emergency execu-
tive meeting of the National As-
sociaticn of Manufacturers, re-
ported in the “New York Times”
of July 11, “disclosed widespread
fears that the acceptance of codes
would open non-union industries
to forcible unionization. . . . Gen-
eral Johnson has repeatedly assert-
ed that the Recovery Administra-
tion would not let itself be used
for unionization. . . . He pointed
today to the cotton textile code as
an example of this policy.”

As a matter of fact, as the legal
bulletin of the Chicago Employ-
ers Asociation is not slow to recog-
nize, “the act sets up no right to
organize that labor has not here-
tofore enjoyed.” Labor is, how-
ever, robbed of rights and privi-
leges won thru many years of hard
struggle. The worst sort of class

workers by the government and
the right to strike is more than
threatened. “It is hereby declared
to be the policy of Congress,” runs
Article I of the National Indus-
trial Recovery Act, “to induce and
maintain united action of labor and
management under adequate gov-
ernmental sanctions and supervi-
sion.” And, as if to allow no doubt
at all on the question, General
Johnson has anounced: “Manifest-
ly the purpose of this act is to cre-
ate and preserve harmonious rela-
tionships and to prevent industrial
strife and class conflicts.”

When the coal and steel codes
come up for consideration, the last
illusions of the alleged “benefits”
to labor will be dissipated. All the
more reason is it, therefore, for
the labor movement to bend its
energies to utilize the present
breathing spell for a vigorous or-
ganization drive all along the line.
* * *

President Roosevelt As Employer

General Johnson ought really to
have a few words with President
Roosevelt. The Recovery Act Ad-
ministrator regularly fills col-
umns of newspaper space with his
loud appeals against “cutting the
purchasing power of labor.” At
the same time, President Roose-
velt started his “New Deal” by
giving the postal employees a 15%
wage cut from April 1 to June 30,
raising the total cut over 1931 to
23 1/3%. And now, as if that
weren’t enough, Roosevelt has con-
tinued the 15% cut to December
31 and has ordered an additional
nine days ‘“vacation” without pay,
making the slash equal to a 25%
reduction in pay. In the same is-
sue of the New York newspapers
in which this action was announced
there were glaring headlines:
“Staples Rising; Housewife’s Purse
Already Hit.” A fine example the
Federal government as employer

and wage increases. That the two

made the liberal use of the “spiral”

collaboration is forced upon the

is setting!

Austria

Foreign Politics Sharpen
Domestic Crisis

Vienna, Austria.

The peculiar disposition of forces
in Austria today makes the course
of development in this country of
extraordinary significance for Eu-
rope and for the world at large.
The labor movement has much to
learn from what is happening in
Austria these days. .

In spite of the surgical opera-
tion performed after the war, Aus-
tria is still an important country
in European economics and poli-
tics. Austria is the concentration
point of the Balkans. At Vienna,
the highways, railroads and air-
lines of the Balkans cross. Aus-
tria is the bridge between the
whole Danube region and Western
Europe. The big European power
that has decisive hegemony over
Austria has a decided advantage
over its rivals. In Austria itselt
internal development has followed
the German model. The profound
economic, social and political crisis
has stirred up the masses of the
people, driven to distraction by in-
credible impoverishment; the fail-
ure of the Social-democracy and_of
Communism to meet the situation
has made pretty inevitable the up-
surge of a powerful wave of Fas-
cism.

But the “normal” course of de-
velopment, development along the
German road, is considerably com-
plicated in Austria precisely be-
cause of the latter’s peculiar posi-
tion in European affairs. Austria
today is the scene of a bitter strug-
gle for hegemony between Ger-
many and Italy. And the Fascist
movement is split along these lines.
The Nazi wing, led by Frauenfeld
and in the closest contact with the
German Hitlerites, has made Pan-
Germanism the basis of its agi-
tation. The Heimwehr, led by
Prince Starhemberg, boasts of its
pure Austrian patriotism but it is
most obviously operating under the
patronage of Mussolini; it is bit-
terly opposed to all “Anschluss”
endeavors. A savage struggle
rages between both of these Fas-

New York Cty.

The announcement that he would
call a special session of the State
Legislature to enact measures au-
thorizing New York City to levy
additional taxes for purposes of
unemployment relief, was made by
Governor Herbert Lehman on July
16 in a letter to the Board of Es-
timate. The legislature will prob-
ably convene some time towards
the end of the month.

The money raised on these new
taxes is to be set aside exclusive-
ly for unemployment relief. In
Tammany circles the doubling of
the 1% state sales tax and even
a 2c¢ tax on the 5c¢ transit fare are
spoken of.

The unemployment relief crisis
in New York City was brought
about by the failure of the Board
of Estimate to make any provision
for the relief of the jobless for

Jobless Face Starvation as New York City
Officials Threaten Relief Stoppage

the month of July. Wages of work
relief employees were cut off and
there was a serious prospect that
all home relief would be stopped
likewise.

priations endangered the $2,000,-
000 grant from sﬁatti funds.
*

New York City.

A large delegation of the Asso-
ciation of the Unemployed, toge-
ther with representatives from the
Workers Committee on Unemploy-
ment and the Workers Unemploy-
ed Leagues, gathered at City Hall
on the morning of July 11, to pro-
test to Mayor O’Brien and the
Board of Estimate against the fail-
ure on the part of the city admin-
istration to provide funds to en-
able the relief buros to con-
tinue home and work relief fo1

thousands of unemployed workers

Furthermore, the fail-!
ure of the city to make any appro-!

and their families.

Hundreds of unemployed work-
ers crowded the stairs and corri-
dors of City Hall in an effort to
present their demands at a meet-
ing of the Board of Estimate
scheduled to be held today. When
it was discovered that the Board
of Estimate meeting had been
called off, a joint committee of the
three organizations was chosen to
take up the matter with Mayot
O’Brien in his office. Meanwhile
the unemployed workers who had
become indignant at the callous-
ness of the city officials left the
building and assembled at City
Hall Park and held an open-air
meeting. Later the delegation to
Mayor O’Brien came out and re-
ported that the Mayor had refused
to see the entire delegation and had
also refused to agree to take any

(Continued on page 6)

ers Age”!
able goals!

the Communist Oppeosition!

to go—here’s your job!

Total: 100 subs.

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! A special
one month Sub and Sales Drive
—July 20 to August 20—is -
being initiated by the “Work-
We set no unachiev-

We outline a few
small, but necessary tasks! We
ask the cooperation of our read-
ers, our sympathizers and each
and every individual member of

Every one get set and ready

NEW YORK CITY: Down-
town Branch, 30 subs; Brooklyn
Branch, 20 subs; Bronx Branch,
20 subs; Harlem Branch, 10
subs; Youth Branch 20 subs;

The organizations out-of-town
will be assigned their quotas. In

the meantime, get started! Get |Eva Shlachter, Bella Engels, M.
renewals! Get new subs! Get [work done by such comrades as
more mnews stands and book |Druth and Celia Lichtman! We
stores to sell the “Age”! need more such examples!

 HELP THE “WORKERS AGE"!

We will report your results!
Who will set the example?

The last issue of the “Age”
was ALL SOLD OUT! That’s
the way to do it! And from
Boston comes a rush call for
one hundred additional copies of
the “Age” but we have none
to send them—all sold out! Our
comrades there working in the
shoe industry are setting an ex-
ample for all comrades to follow.
We’re referring to the needle
trade particularly! The last is-
sue of the “Age” had articles on
Local 22, Local 1, and the fur-
riers but not a word from the
comrades for ADDITIONAL
copies. Special mention must be
made, however, of the good

Where are the furriers? Why
so little response? This is a
challenge!

-

The Youth and Harlem
Branches have been doing some
excellent work in selling “Ages”
before the Stadium with good

results! Keep it up! Comrade
Hannah Wucher is setting an
example.

From Montreal comes a re-
quest for additional copies of
the “Age”! From Comrade
Birchman in Fort Wayne:
“Send more copies of the ‘Age’
for special work amongst the
Proletarian Party members....”
From Los Angeles—the same!

There’s no mistake — the
drive is on! Who will rank first
in subs and sales?

Let’s hear from you!

(Continued on Page T)

Germany

“Second Stage” Of Fascist
Drive Sets In

Berlin, Germany.

The long foreseen “second
stage” in the Nazi overturn has
begun. In a series of declarations
issued by Hitler and his chief lieu-
tenants during the first two weeks
of July, it is repeatedly emphasiz-
ed that the “national revolution
has been definitely concluded”,
there being no political parties left
besides the National-Socialist or-
ganization. The radical promises
of the Nazis in the period before
the seizure and even immediately
after, which deluded many workers
and lower middle class people into
believing Hitler would inaugurate
“real German socialism”, are being
repudiated and the Reichs-Chancei-
lor has ordered that “all interfer-
ence with industry cease.” Openly
and without any attempt at dis-
guise, Hitler is working intimately
with the heads of trust capital to
“stabilize the economic situation”,
that is, to suppress all signs of
unrest and rebellion in the ranks
of the workers.

The transformation of Hitler
from a “demagogue” into a
“statesman”, as capitalist opinion
here gleefully greets it, symboliz-
es a natural stage in the develop-
ment of Fascism after the seizure
of power. This same turn of events,
however, has aroused considerable
resentment among large sections

of the Nazi members and follow-
ers who demand a “second revolu-
tion” and “drastic measure against
the capitalists” to bring about some
benefit to the masses. A definite
oppositional sentiment or tendency
seems to be developing among the
National-Socialists, unformed, un-
organized, unled, as yet more of a
mood than anything else. The
heavy hand of official repression
is already being felt. Any talk of
the “second revolution”, any “in-
terference with industry”, will be
punished as “insurrection against

“The Leader.”
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German Social-Democracy Today

Berlin, Germany.
The situation within the German
Social-democratic Party today is
extremely complicated because the
wparty is breaking up in all sorts ol
ways and new groupings and line-
ups are setting in. Moreover, the
developments vary considerabty in
the different states and provinces.
In the following we can attemp!
to give only an outline sketch oi
the recent developments in the
German Socia}-dim%cracy.

Chief Tendencies

The following are the chief ten-
dencies and lines of development:
First, there are two sorts of Social-
ist deserters: the kind which pub-
licly deserts and goes over to the
Nazis and the kind which deserts
by going back to “private life’
The number of desertions of the
first kind is much higher, both ab-
solutely and relatively, among the
Socialists than among the Commu-
nists. Those going over to the
Nazis come from all levels of the
Socialist organization, from the
top officialdom on down thru the
levels of middle and lower func-
tionaries, down even to plain party
members.  Socialist trade union
leaders who “stand guard at thei1
post” play a ‘leading role in this
movement of desertion to the
Nazis. The “November Socialists”
must also be referred to at this
point. This is the name given to
those who, for careerist reasons,
joined up with the Socialists after
November 1918 and who, for the
same reasons, are today going over
to the Nazis. Often, deserters to
the Nazis say quite frankly that
they are doing so in order to hold
on to their jobs. Many of them,
however, inform against old party
comrades. Consequently, mutual
mistrust rages within the remains
of the German Social-democratic
Party: Nobody can be sure that
his old-time comrade of yesterday
is not an open or a disguised Nazi
today.

The second type of deserter,

namely, those who withdraw to
“private life”, make up a large
group. This group comprises offi-

cials whao had been elected to all
sorts of public bodies: Now, they
simply refuse to have anything to
do with political activity.

A policy of marking time and of
opportunism is being followed by
an influential section of the S.P.G.
This tendency is characterized by
the effort to hold together the
party, if needs be illegally, but, at
the same time, any and every ef-
fective weapon against the Fascist
dictatorship, . such as distribution
of illegal literature is renounc-
ed. In other words: “Keep
mum!” and follow the prevailing
winds after your own fashion. To
this end, they play with the idea of
being “front soldiers” on the new
national scene; the patriotic note is
struck. An example of this
tendency was the readiness with
which the Socialist fraction in the
Reichstag applauded Hitler’s
speech on foreign affairs. But this
group, advocating policies of pas-
sivity toward the Fascist regime is
quite vigorous and ready Wor action
when it comes to dealing with par-
ty members who are ready, on theit
own or together with Communists,
to carry on active illegal work
Probably most of the old Socialist
leaders and officials left in Ger-
many are advocates of -this policy
of marking time and of fitting in
with the demands of the Fascist
regime.

* * *>
A Bourgeois-Democratic
Opposition

A third tendency is that of re-
vivifying the Socialist movement
as a Social-democratic, that is to
say, a bourgeois-democratic oppo-
sition to the Fascist dictatorship
The leaders of the movement are
the younger Socialist functionaries,
especially the group known hither-
to as “Activists.” The primary de-
mand of this group is for the re-
moval of the old Socialist leader-
ship. Nevertheless, a section of
this old leadership is showing itself
quite ready to join up with_ this
new movement., An attempt is be-
ing made to give the movement a
leftist appearance- For example,
it is declared that the value of
bourgeois democracy has been ex-

are made, in the style of Otto
Bauer, at coquetting with the no-
tion of proletarian dictatorship.
Perhaps this tendency can best be
summed up in the formula: Recon-
struction of the German Socialist
Party on a centrist basis, that is to
say, radical talk garnishing reform
ist first principles: Undoubtedly,
this tendency is the most danger-
ous obstacle in the way of freeing
the minds of the Socialist rank and
file of the ilhisio’ns ‘oi reformism.
The Tendency To Communism
There is undoubtedly a strong
tendency among ‘Socialist workers
of Germany today to move in the

direction of Communism. For
after the smash-up the view
fast gained acceptance among

large sections of the workers thal
oourgeois democracy was a snare,
that the way of revolutionary seiz-
ure of power was the only way
open to the workers and that the
dictatorship of the proletariat must
be set up as against the dictator-
ship of the Fascists.

But there are many severe ob-
stacles in the way of further win-
ning the workers to Communism.
Among these are the ultra-left pol-
icies and the burocratic methods
of the Communist Party of Ger-

Some Current Tendencies

by A. P.

many.

On the other hand, the conclu-
sion often drawn from the debacle
of the Socialist and Communist
parties of Germany is that a new
party must be built up—a party
along Communist lines but in sev-
eral respects “different” from the
existing Communist Party of Ger-
many. Owing to the complete
smashup of all hitherto existing la-
bor parties, there are some who
deny the particular need for par-
ties.

The furthest advances in the di-
rection of Communism have been
made by those Socialist workers
who participate in the illegal work
of the Communist Party or the
Communist Opposition, distribut-
ing literature, helping in the col-
lections for the support of this il-
legal work and for the relief of the
victims of the Fascist terror, etc.

The process of dissolution and
realignment within the Social-dem-
ocratic Party is far from ended. It
would be more correct to say that
it is only in its first stages. In
many respects, the outlines of in-
dividual tendencies are still not

fixed and remain hazy. Neverthe-

and Tasks

less, the main lines of further de-
velopment can already be discern-
ed quite clearly.

To accelerate this tendency in
the direction of Communism, the
following measures are essential:

1. The reform of the Commu-
nist Party: the complete and frank
abandonment of the remnants of
ultra-left policies of the C.P.G:;
the abandonment of burocratic
methods of party government; the
renovation of the leadership of the
C.P-G.; the genuine participation
of the rank and file in the selec-
tion of officers and in the deter-
mination of tactics and strategy in
the struggle against the Fascist
dictatorship.

2. Firm opposition to current
liquidation tendencies which are
springing up under the slogan of
“new” or “second” party (Trotsky,
S.W.P.).

3. Firm opposition to the cen-
trist, “Activistic” tendencies in the
Social-democratic Party of Ger-
many.

4. United front tactics; setting
to work at once to organize illegal
trade unions, that is to say, the re-
building of class trade unions func-
tioning in the first place as cadre
groups in organizing and leading

the class struggle on the industrial

Where Does The Industrial Recovery Act Lead?

IS AMERICA HEADING FOR FASCISM?

(Continued from Page 1)

restrained government ... Along
with the others the bourgeoisie
is condemned to political insig-
nificance... In order to save the
bourgeois money-sack the crown
of the bourgeoisie must be
knocked off.”

Thus Fascism cames to power
We will leave to another occasion
an examination of the fundamental
changes that Fascism undergoes
once it has vaulted into the throne
For our present purposes the an.
alysis has gone far enough.

® * L]
Fascism In America?

We may now summarize the
main features of Fascism and note
the implications for the United
States today.

1. Fascism arises on the back-
ground of a profound social and
political crisis, in which the old
methods of government break
down, in which millions of work-
ers, farmers and lower middle class
people are driven into ferment and
movement, in which revolt is rife,
in which parliamentary democracy
is discredited, in which the ruling
classes can no longer rule as of
old. Note that the general objec-
tive conditions in which Fascism
arises and triumphs are the same
as those for a working class revo-
lution; it is the vital factor of the
revolutionary energy of the prole-
tariat and the relation of class
forces that decide which course
events take. Such was the situa-
tion in post-war Italy; such was
;}91335ituation in Germany in 1930-

But such is not the situation in
the United States today. We are
indeed in the grip of a bitter econ-
omic crisis. But that no political
crisis hangs over the country o1
has hung over it in the last few
years is clear enough. The old sys-
tem by which the American capi-
talist class has maintained its pow-
er for so long, the two-party mer-
ry-go-round, is still in first class
working order, as the 1932 elec-
tions showed. Traditional Amer-
ican political institutions are not

by Will Herberg

situation out of which Fascism can
spring-
* * *
The Labor Movement And
Fascism

2. For Fascism to arise the la-
bor movement and the anti-capital-
ist movement in the larger sense
(including the Socialist and Com-
munist parties) must be large and
threatening to capitalism. Capital-
ism flies into the arms of Fascism
precisely to win protection against
this menace. In Italy the workers
had shown their power in the seiz-
ure of the factories and in general
strike actions; in Germany, the So-
cialist and Communist organiza-
tions combined constituted a very
formidable force.

In the United States unionism is
pitifully weak, without backbone ot
fighting spirit. The influence of
the Communists and Socialists
combined is almost microscopical-
ly limited. Labor is no “threat”
and the “last resort” of Fascism is
absolutely unnecessary for the
capitalists.

3. But there is the other side of
the medal as far as labor is con-
cerned. For Fascism to arise the
working class movement maust
somehow have failed not only in
building up effectively its own rev-
olutionary class action but also,
and as a consequence, in inspiring
the masses of the farmers and the
lower middle classes with burning
confidence in itself, with the belief
that their salvation lies with the
workers. Otherwise the course of

events moves towards proletarian
revolution and Fascism is altoge-
ther out of the question.

In Rus-

¢ Accuse!”
by
M. N. ROY

From the Suppressed Statement
of N. N. Roy on Trial for
Treason Before Sessions
Court, Cawnpore, India.

With an Introduction by

being challenged on any mass
scale. Discontent there may be
aplenty but mighty little revolt
unfortunately, taking the country
as a whole. The masses of the
workers and even of the farmers
are passive. Democracy is in good
standing. The capitalists have no
difficulty ruling as of old. Just as
there is no revolutionary situation

aggerated: Furthermore, attempts

in the U.S.A. today, so is there no
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sia in October 1917, the masses of
the workers rallied around their
revolutionary party, the Bolshe-
viks, in the full vigor of battle and
confidence in the future; they
proved themselves the only live
force in a collapsing society and
were thus able to swing the peas-
ants to their side and on to vic-
tory. In Italy the political and or-
ganizational impotence shown by
the workers organizations in the
episode of the seizure of the fac-
tories and the sharp defeat suf-
fered as a result, disgusted and
alienated the petty bourgeoisie and
gave impetus to the Fascist move-
ment. In Germany the disastrous
divisions in the labor movement,
the reformist capitulation policy of
the Social-democracy and the sui-
cidal sectarianism of the Commu-
nist Party, had the same effect: the
working class was itself demoral-
ized and rendered passive and the
lower middle class elements were
driven away into the waiting arms
of Fascism.

In the United States the whole
problem has no meaning today be-
cause the labor movement has
never reached the stage where it
could even dream of making a bid
for power.

4. Fascism on the way to powe1
appears as an uncompromising
pseudo-radical popular movement,
bitterly opposed to the traditional
parties of capitalism. It makes ex-
tensive use of a reckless radical
demagogy, appropriate to the his-
torical development of the country.
In Germany, with a Socialist trad-
ition, it is “National-Socialism”; in
Italy, with a syndicalist tradition,
it championed a kind of “National-
Syndicalism.”

This very fact alone shows how
totally false it is to regard the
Roosevelt regime as Fascism.
Where is the Fascist movement?
The Democratic Party? Did
Roosevelt come to power as the
head of a movement bitterly op-
posed to the traditional parties of
American capitalism?

The Fascist movement
preaches contempt of conventional
legality as a principle and- organ-
izes its own extra-legal armed de-
tachments (Black-Shirt Militia in
Italy, Brown-Shirt Storm-Troops
in Germany) both as a weapon of
power against the bourgeois parties
and as a means of suppression ol
the labor movement.

In this connection it is even
more absurd to regard Roosevell
as an American Hitler or Musso-
lini.

6. Fascism in power, and some-

front.

The Communist Opposition was
the first to direct attention to these
measures. The hour has struck
for putting these measures into ef-
fect.

* *x X

Further discussion of the situation
in the Social-democratic Party and an
examination of the position and role of
the Socialist Workers Party «will be
found in another article from Ger-
many in a future issue of the “Age”
—Editor.

times even before it takes power,
destroys all organizations of labor.
Not only that, but it proceeds in-
Sxorably to establish the one-party
totalitarian” state, dissolving all
non-Fascist social organizations of
any sort, no matter how close in
ideas or aims to Fascism they may
be. The course of events in Italy
in the last ten years and in Ger-
many in the last four months are
evidence enough of this.

Who will maintain that Rouse-
velt is doing anything of the sort?

7. - Fascism in power immediate-
ly destroys all parhamentary and
all democratic institutions and pro-
ceeds to rule the land thru an iron
dictatorship exercised by the Fas-
cist party, dominating all institu-

tions and organizations of any
sort.
The Executive dictatorship of

President Roosevelt is frequently
likened to this feature of Fascism.
But the analogy is altogether fal-
lacious. The concentration of pow-
er in the hands of the Executive is
a natural tendency of parliamen-
tary democracy in its last stages
and, when the situation 1s especial-
ly critical, as during the World
War, for example, the power of
the President of the United States
is well-nigh unlimited. The capi-
talist class quite properly regards
the present situation as grave an
emergency as war time and is
ready to draw the logical political
conclusions.

8. Under the impact of well-
known economic influences, Fas-
cismn drives towards state capital-
ism, that is, the domination and
regulation of a highly organized
capitalist economy by the state-

It is here that Roosevelt’s Fas-
cism is frequently found. The Na-
tional Industrial Recovery Act is
quite correctly regarded as a de-
cisive measure in the direction ot
state capitalism and the obvious
analogy is made. But this is an
ordinary logical fallacy- Fascism
is not the only system driving for
state capitalism; state capitalism is,
in fact, the natural objective of
the capitalist economy in the stage
of imperialism, as Lenin long ago
pointed out. The mere existence
of tendencies towards state capi-
talism is not enough for Fascism
by a long shot.

* % %
Where Is American Fascism To
Be Sought?

No, not in Roosevelt is Amer-
ican Fascism to be found nor, fo:
that matter, in Owen D. Young
or Barney Baruch. These worthies
are just the expression of “normal”
capitalism. Yet there are tenden-
cies in American life making for
Fascism; there are groups and or-
ganizations that could bec¢me con-
stituent elements of a Fascist inove-
ment, were the objective conditions
ripe. A brief review of the unal-
ysis presented above will indicate
that the most genuine sign of Fas-
cism in the United States in recem
times was the short-lived Khaki:
Shirt Army, and it was short-lived
precisely because of the absence of
conditions under which Fasciem
can grow strong in the U. S. A.
today. The Khaki-Shirts, large.v
petty bourgeois in composition ancd
ideology, oppositional and pseudo-
radical in character, contemptuous
of democracy and its workings, im-
bued with a strong nationalistic
and militaristic spirit, violently
anti-Communist! Even the cult of
The I.eader was not absent! It is
here and in such organizations as
the Ku-Klux Klan, sections of the
American Legion, and so on, that
genuine American Fascism is to be
sought for.

As elsewhere, the special form
of “Socialist” demagogy of the
American Fascist movement will

arise out of the specific historical
(Continued on Page 5)
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The Shoe Workers Are Organizing!

Boston, Mass.

There is a significant revival of
trade unionism in New England, a
revival brought about by the crisis
and an avalanche of wage cuts
which reduced wages to about 25%
of 1927-28 scales. The result was
a deep-going and spontaneous re-
volt against the Boot and Shoe
Workers Union, which had become
a hindrance in the struggle for im-
provement of conditions, and an
outlaw strike wave, which spread
thru every shoe town of any size,
with the exception of Brockton.
This strike wave resulted in the
crystallization of a new union, the
National Shoe Workers Associa-
tion, with some 15,000 members
and also in the considerable
strengthening of the Shoe Work-
ers Protective Union, now number-
ing about 30,000.

At its first national convention
in Brockton, June 17 to 20, the
National Shoe Workers Associa-
tion made a number of moment-
ous decisions which may go far to
change the whole trade union map
in the shoe industry.

* * *

Amalgamation The Burning Issue

The shoe workers are suffering
from altogether too many unions
(not unionism) which, keeping the
workers divided and separated into
many different groups workii’gf at
cross purposes, makes a united
stand against the bosses very diffi-
cult. This condition the workers
realize full well, with the result
that there has developed a burn-
ing desire for amalgamation. From
its very finception the National
Shoe Workers Association sharply
raised the question of amalgamat-
ing with the Shoe Workers Pro-
tective Union but opposition on the
part of the leadership of both or-

ganizations hindered any rapid
progress in that direction. The

pressure of the workers resulted,
however, in the establishment of
the Planning Board, a body which
consists of elected delegates from
locals of the National, the Protec-
tive and other unions; whose aim
is to force the amalgamation oi
all unions into one.

This board has to its credit the
keeping of the amalgamation
movement constantly in the fore-
front, thus making it difficult for
the leadership of either union to
scuttle the campaign. This is the
positive side of the work of the
Planning Board. It presents, how-
ever, also signs of danger in the
direction of dual unionism.

* * *
Two Tendencies

There exist within the Planning
Board two distinct tendencies, The
vrogressive forces (those who were
m the majority at the convention
of the National Shoe Association,
headed by the group consisting of
Paul and Michael Salvaggio, Sid-
ney Jonas, Vincent D’Orazio, Wil-
liam Richards, etc.) stand upon a
platform of genuine amalgamation
of whole unions and under no cir-
cumstances parts of unions. They
believe the mission of the Planning
Board to be that of agitating for
the amalgamation of all shoe work-
ers unions by bringing to bear the
full vpressure of the rank and file
of all organizations. It was this
group that actively supported the
reselution on amalgamation at the
N.S.W.A. convention. Under this
resolution an authoritative com-
mittee was set up with the instruc-
tions of the convention to nego-
tiate with similar committees from
other unions for amalgamation be-
cause it was the unanimous opin-
ion of the convention that amalga-
mation would not be brought about
by negotiations between officials.
In the discussion of this resolu-
tion, the functions of both the
Planning Board and the Provision-
al Committee were carefully de-
fined. The Planning Board is de-
finitely recognized as an unofficial
rank and file agitational instru-
ment for amalgamation; the Pro-
visional Committee the official ne-
gotiations body. Thus the two bod-
ies will supplement each other in
their activities. The most signifi-
cant provision in the resolution is
that no agreement that this com-
mittee may reach can become bind-
ing unless it is first adopted by the

membership of the respeetive
unions. The delegates correctly

Amalgamation Comes to the Fore

defeated a motion iniroduced by
Delegate Klarfield asking the Gen-
eral Executive Board of the N.S.
W.A. to instruct all locals to send
delegates to the Planning Board.
Such a motion, if enacted, would
have undermined the influence and
effectiveness of the Planning
Board because the strength of the
Planning Board lies in the fact that
it is a voluntary, unofficial rank
and file agitational movement.
The second tendency, coming
mainly from a group of delegates
to the Planning Board who.ary in-
fluenced, whether they know it or

1not, by the representatives of the

official Communist Party and its
Shoe Workers Industrial Union.
This tendency was represented at
the convention by M. Klarfield.

This Jatter ;tendency has not
only fostered dual unionist split
sentiment but has even attempted
directly to precipitate this fratri-
cidal struggle thru its frantic éi-
forts at an immediate call for a
monventiony or conference, disre-
garding both unions in the field,
which would surely result in the
establishment of still another
union. . .

*

A Grave Menace
It is the writer’s opinion that
this tendency represents the grav-

by Shoe Worker

est menace to the welfare of thc
shoe workers and that, unless this
tendency is curbed by the shoe
workers themselves, it will lead to
worse disruption and demoraliza-
tion than is the lot of the shoe
workers today. A few facts will
prove that this menace is real and
does not arise from the imagina-
tion. of the writer.

Prior to the convention of the
National Shoe Workers Associa
tion the official Communist Party
and T.U.U.L. pecple circulated a
resolution among the delegates .to
the Planning Board calling for the
convocation of a convention to
which were to be invited delegates
from all local unions, from individ-
ual shops, mass meetings of unor-
ganized workers and from meet-
ings of groups of unemployed
“shoe” workers. The source of
this resolution was so apparent
and so superficial was its aim of
packing and controlling this “con-
vention” that it died unmourned
even by its drafters.

During the very sessions of the
National Shoe Workers Associa-
tion convention the official Com-
munists attempted to railroad a
resolution at the Planning Board

meeting calling a convention to
set up a new union. It is signifi-
cant that the fighters for this
resolution were official Commu-
nists who are members of the Na-
tional Shoe Workers Union. The
only explanation is that the dual
unionists atempted to dramatize
their desire for creating a new, a
dual union.

This effort is continuing even
after the convention, despite the
fact that a committee was elected
Ly the convention of the National
Shoc Workers Association to nego-
tiate with the Protective for amal-
gamation.

What would result from the ef-
fort to launch still another union?
Even the official Communists are
not so naive nor have they been
carried away on their “successes”on
the trade union field as to believe
that they can sweep the field clean.
The best they can hope for is to
get a split-off group from both
unions to go with them. And then
what? Split local unions, divided
shop crews, shop snatching and
mutual slugging. This is the case
in other unions (New York fur-
riers, New York dressmakers)
where such policies have been ap-
plied. This will come in New Eng-
land if the shoe workers allow
themselves to be talked into build-

In Defense Of Free Public Education

THE DRIVE AGAINST MILITANT TEAGHERS

New York City.

The past few months have wit-
nessed a growing attack on the
part of the Tammany-controllied
educational authorities of New
York City against those teachers
who, in the 1ace of tne miserabie
retrenchment program ntroduced
by the bankers aud real estate
owners, in an attempt to saddle
the burden of the economsc crisis
upon working class children, have
scood up bravely and militantly in
defense of the system of free pub-
lic education won by the efforts oi
American labor atter many decades
of struggle.

Beginning with transfers to hard
and out-of-the-way schools, which
did not have the desired intimidat-
ing ‘effect, the campaign has broad-
ened out to outright expulsions.
The first victim was Isidore Blum-
berg of the Teachers Committee
to Protect Salaries. Not being
satisfied with one victim, the Board
of Superintendents seized upon
two more, Isidore Begun and Wil-
liana Burroughs. Besides being
active in the defense of teachers
interests, the latter had also been
active in the defense of the Scotts-
boro boys. These two had arisen
at the hearing of Mr. Blumberg,
demanding that he be given an
open hearing and a fair and open
trial. Later, thru railroading pro-
ceedings they were expelled from
the school system.

Nor did the attacks of the edu-
cational authorities stop there. Two
witnesses for Begun and Bur-
roughs, Abe Zitron and Alice Zi-
tron, have now been called dowa
before the Board of Superintend-
ents and their trial is pending.

The Begun-Burroughs case, the
fight in their defense, and now the
fight for their reinstatement, have
become the symbol for the ad-
vanced and militant teachers of
New York of the struggle for the
protection of teachers interests and
of the free public school system—in
particuiar, the issue of academic
freedom. It is shameful and dis-
graceful that in New York City
where academiec freedom is so
much talked about and verbally
defended, such a case should be
allowed to occur.

* * *

The Fruits Of Sectarianism

However, we believe that the
sectarian tactics practised in the
defense of Begun and Burroughs
have tended to isolate their case
an51 tc block a really effective cam-
paign that might have been car.
ried on in their behalf and in be-
half of the academic freedom of

by P.

all the teachers of New York City.
Instead of trying to launch a cam-
paign upon as broad a base as pos-
sible, the tactics of the Blumberg-
Begun-Burroughs Defense Com
mittee have teanded to limit then
appeal and to concentrate the fight
in the hands of the small group
of militant teachers found in
the teaching body of this city.
No attempt has been made to draw
in that great body of teachers who
sincerely believe in the right of
the teacher to take part in any
campaign in the dcfense of teach-
ers and the children and especially
in the right of academic freedom.
The effect of their methods has
been rather to isolate this small
group and expose it to the fur-
ther attacks of the authorities.
The progress of the case, with
new people being attacked all the
time, proves this fact amply. The
ultimate effect of such tacties,
should they be further pursued,
would be the ultimate elimination,
slow but definite, of that group
of teachers which is most valuable
to the struggle now being carried
on.

The incorrect nature of the cam-
paign waged so far is shown by
the fact that most of the teachers

‘organizations in New York have

attacked Begun and Burroughs forv
their actions, altho they are in
reality guilty of no crime. The
defense committee has failed to
show the correct picture to the
teachers of the city. and thus win
their sympathy. They have suc
ceeded, instead, in alienating them
Only the Executive Board of the
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Teachers Union issued a statement
condemning the actions of the
Board of Kducation,

It is our belief that a broad cam-
paign of various groups, including
parents, labor and civic organiza-
tions, can and should be developed
in the defense of these. teachers
under attack. The main issue
should be of academic freedom, to
interest and draw in as large a
body as posible of these and other
organizations. The campaign
should not be conducted by the
very teachers under attack, which
isolates, instead of broadening the
campaign, but by a group of lib-
erals and all people interested in
civil liberties, people who would be
willing and even anxious to con-
duct such a fight, and who would,
moreover, be in the best position
to carry it on successfully. The
militant teachers, as individuals,
should be the push behind such a
broad fight in'the organization and
in the committee involved.

[S AMERICA HEADING
FOR FASCISM?

(Continued from page 4)
development of this country. I may
venture to suggest that it will as-
sume the aspects of a peculiarly
Populist brand of “Socialism,”
that has such deep roots in the
United States.

And the American Hitler?
It is not easy to guess. But the
candidate recently proposed by V
F. Calverton is as good as any—

Huey Long. Huey Long the
clown! Huey Long the dema-
gogue! Huey Long the rante:

against Wall Street and the “inter-
national bankers”! Huey Long the
champion of the “little molasses-
maker and sausage-packer down
my way’! Huey Long, finally,
who understands surpassingly well
how to “work with” the big powet
and public utilities companies!

But the very grotesqueness of
Huey Long as America’s dictator
shows how far, not in time but in
conditions, we are from Fascism
today in this country- Yet history
strides with seven-league boots ...

The series “The ‘New Deal’ and
the Workers” by Jay Lovestone
will be continued in the next issue.

ing dual unions. The fate of such
a new union will be the same as
that of all other unions organized
by the Communist Party. What
has become of the Needle Trades
Workers Industrial Union and the
Shoe and Leather Workers Indus-
trial Union? Can any one find
a trace of the National Miners
Union or the National Textile
Workers Union? These are the
“prilliant prospects” which the
Trade Union Unity League and
the official Communists hold out
for the New England shoe workers
today.

The members of the National
Shoe Workers Association must
adhere firmly to the decisions of
their convention. The workers in
the Protective must fight hard to
make Nolan and Hamilton live up
to their pledges given at the con-
vention of the National Shoe As-
sociation.

An early amalgamation will
bring upon the New England scene
a powerful union with 50,000 work-
ers behind it. Such an organiza-
tion gives promise for a better
day for all shoe workers!

LOGIC OF GARVEYITE
COMMUNISM

We long ago pointed out that
the totally false conception of the
official Communist Party that the
Negro people in the United States
form a separate nation, a national
minority striving for gself-deter-
mination in the so-called Black
Belt, would lead logically and in-
evitably to a “Red” variety of Gar-
veyism, to a Communism tainted
with the reactionary philosophy of
racialism. The June 3, 1933 issue
of “The Liberator”, the paper of
the League for the Struggle for
Negro Rights, confirms these con-
tentions to the hilt.

This issue of “The Liberator” re-
ports, in a characteristically lying
and distorted manner, the attempt
of the I. L. D. burocrats to destroy
the Roy Wright Branch of the I.
L. D. because it had stood solid in
defense of the non-partisan char-
acter of the I. L. D. as an organi-
zation. In the course of its inde-
cent ravings, it makes the follow-
ing significant remurxs:

“Jenkins, a Negro, supported
white supremacy ideas by rul-
ing down the section represen-
tative, a young Negro woman,
while permitting Anna Thomp-
son, a young white woman, to
speak several times.”

“The hypocrisy of their (the
Communist Opposition’s) pres-
ent pretenses of ‘friendship’ is
glaringly exposed by their at-
tempts to undermine the Negro
leadership of the I. L. D..in Har-
lem and the national leadership
of the I. L. D. headed by Wil-
liam Patterson, a Negro.”
Could there be a crasser exam-

ple of Garveyism? The “young
white woman” happened to be a
member of the brarch and zntitled
to take the floor in accordance
with the rules. The “young Ne-
gro woman’ happened to be one
of the disrupters, to whom, never-
theless, all courtesies and privi-
leges were extended. But neverthe-
less it is ‘“supporting white su-
premacy ideas” to let a member
of the branch speak rather than
the “section representative”! Is
this not the crudest appeal to race
prejudice? Has this any relation
at all to the spirit of proletarian
class solidarity, wiping away all
distinctions of color or race?

To criticize the leaders of the
I. L. D. in Harlem has become a
crime because they are colored! To
criticize the national leadership of
the I. L. D. has become a crime
because the secretary is a Negro!
In what does this differ from the
demagogic cries of the Garveyites
that the Emperor of Abyssinia or
the President of Liberia must not
be attacked for their oppressive
acts because, forsooth, they are
Negroes? Are we to be permitted
to criticize Dr. Moton and Repre-
sentative DePriest? They too are
Negroes. Is not the leadership of
the N.A.A.C.P. much more Negro
than the leadership of the I.L.D.?
How dare the “Daily Worker” cri-
ticize the N.A.A.C.P.? To “The
Liberator” it is not a question
whether the policies of the I. L, D

(Continued on page 6)
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1he New York Free Moon

New York City.

Another Free Tom Mooney Unit-
ed Front Conference was held in
New York, on June 25, at Irving
Plaza, for the purpose of establish-
ing a local Tom Mooney Council
of Action, in accordance with the

decisions of the recent national
conference in Chicago.
* * *

Dead Sea Fruit

This conference was smaller in
size and, in its policy, approach
and methods, even more sectarian
and undemocratic than the confer-
ence held in New York last March.

The Communist Party policies
bear dead-sea-fruit. Each succeed-
ing united front grows narrower
in proportion as the number of is-
sues grows greater.

Over 300 delegates from 74 or-
ganizations were present. Only a
dozen A. F, of L. locals were re-
presented! As against 15 delegates
from all A. F. of L. unions, there
were 30 delegates of the official
Communist Party, 44 of the I.L.D.,
59 from the I. W. O, 11 from
“block committees,” 26 from
workers clubs and foreign lan-
guage fraternal organizations. A
fine-tooth comb would be needed
to discover the non-Communist or-
ganizations!

The resolution presented by the
conference leadership did not make
the fight for the release of Mooney
and Billings the basis of the
conference but combined a whole
series of issues, including the de-
fense of the Scottsboro boys, the
struggle for Negro rights, the
fight for the release of Sam Gon-
chak and of Sam Weinstein, and
of other class war prisoners, the
defense of the Fur Department of
the N. T. W. 1. U. against the at-
tack of the police and the A. F.
of L. officials, the support of the
striking bakers and the defense of
workers arrested for demonstrat-
ing against the Hitler representa-
tive, Hans Weidmann. In addition,
the resolution contained a retreat
back to the old position of the
“united front from below” of the

official Communist Party and pro-
posed to involve particularly the
“A. F. of L. locals and branches
of the Socialist Party.”
* % %

The Position Of The C.P.-O.

B. Herman, the delegate of the
Communist Party (Opposition),
warned against the narrowing
down of the fight for the freedom
of Mooney and Billings by the in-
troduction of all sorts of extran-
eous issues which could appeal
only to the most advanced sections
of the labor movement. While the
Chicago national conference had
attempted to combine the Free

the Socialist Party of New York
itis well as to the local organiza-
ons.

The delegates of Local 22, IL.
G.W.U., Bella Engels and Louis
Nelson, correctly attacked the ex-
tremely injurious sectarian effort
to drag into the conference the in-
ternal disputes in the trade unions,
as in the case of the furriers, and
make them the basis of a Tom
Mooney conference.

The reply of Robert Minor, the
main reporter and generalissimo
of the gathering, reached unbeliev-
able depths of infantile sectarian
stupidity and inane demagogy.
He hailed the “united front from
below” as the only weapon for the
releasp of Mooney. The “Love-
stoneites”, he barked, were the
bootlickers of the trade union buro-
crats. However, reminding him-
self of the constant new turns of
the Communist International, he
remarked: “Of course, we can send
letters to officials of the labor
movement. We can even sit with
them at the same table. Did I not
sit at one table with the chief of
police of New York, when it was
necessary? In a similar manner,
I will meet with Norman Thomas.”
This Minorian conception of the
united fror.lt with Norman Thomas
and the’ chief of police is the latest
painful contribution to official
Communist “theory.”

.. This flow of concentrated stupid-
ity did not exhaust the vast reser-
voir of Robert Minor. To prove
that the exclusion of extraneous is-
sues was a betrayal of the work-
ers, he insisted that “the Love-
stoneites propose the same basis
for the release of Mooney that
the capitalists do when they offer
him a pardon on condition that he
refrain from the class struggle!”
Reminding himself that Mooney
was framed up in connection with
a preparedness parade, Minor add-
ed that another issue must of ne-
cessity flow from that as a basis
of a Free Tom Mooney conference
—the fight against war! Why the
resolution overlooked this small
matter, he did not explain.
* * *

Burocratic Repression
The conference was handled in
the most burocratic fashion. No
credentials, resolutions or nomina-
tions committee were chosen from
the floor. Minor, a Communist of-

disregarding the outrageous booing
and threats hurled at them in this
“united front”,

alone could broaden the Free Tom
Mooney movement to include the
mass organizations of the Ameri-
can workers and thus make it an
effective weapon in the liberation
of Mooney and Billings.

AND IN DETROIT AND

the New York Mooney Conference,
Wwe present reports of latest devel-
opments in Detroit and the An-
thracite to illustrate the inevitable
consequences of the disruptive sec-
tarianism of the official Commu-

By B. H.

the chairman and to the confer-
ence thruout the proceedings. He

representatives of the various com-
munist oppositions to the execu-
tive committee of 25 and his in-
structions were dutifully executed
by the obliging party delegates.
The executive was packed with
delegates from the Womens Coun-
cils, Unemployed Councils, League
of Professional Workers, Altera-
tion Painters and other favorite
mass organizations chosen at all
party conferences.

The role of the Conference for
Progressive Labor Action (“Muste-
ites”) and of the Trotsky opposi-
tions was that of a pitiful tailend
to the sectarian course of the offi-
cial party. The C.P.L.A. delegate
declared that “unless you support
the furriers fight you cannot fight
for the liberation of Tom Mooney.”
The Weishordites demanded that,
since the resolution of the con-
ference was collecting issues (like
an omunibus collecting passengers),
it should also contain a passage
on the issues relating to unemploy-
ment. This was rejected, altho, ac-
cording to party logic, it repre-
sented a “betrayal” and “neglect
of the struggles of the unem-
ployed.”

.The members of the Commu-
nist Opposition, unintimidated by
the lynching spirit deliberately en-
gendered by the party burocrats and

fought thruout
the conference for a. policy that

THE ANTHRACITE

Supplementing the account of

ficial, open_ly delivered orders to

nist Party today dominating the
Free Mooney movement.

ordered the gathering not to elect

1. Detroit. In Detroit there was
tone of the very few genuine Free
Mooney conferences in the coun-
The Detroit Federation of
Labor, the Michigan Federation oi
Labor, many trade unions, the So-
cialist Party, the Proletarian Par-
ty, the Communist Opposition were
all represented. At tirst, the offi-
cial C. P. tried to break up this
it could not
do this, it finally affiliated. Its
method, tactics and actions with-
in the movement have been such as

try.

movement; when

entirely to disrupt it; all non-
Communist labor organizations
have disaffiliated and the move-
ment is killed!

2. The Anthracite.
thracite members of the Commu-
nist Opposition initiated a very
broad Free Mooney movement in
1931. The movement grew in spite
of the shameless attacks of the
C. P. members and followers, which
went to such a point that work-
ers were expelled from the LL.D.
for supporting the Anthracite
Free Mooney Conference. Later
on, the C. P. set up a dual confer-
ence which has since gone to
Dleces. Now, thru the Communist
Party-controlled National Tom
Mooney Council of Action, the C.
P. burocrats are busy at work try-
ing to smash the Anthracite move-
ment altogether. We will see to it
that they will have less success
than in Detroit and elsewhere.

It is perfectly clear today that
the so-called Free Mooney move-
ment, Qominated and stifled by
the official C. P., its whole basis
desjcroyed by the wholesale impor-
tation of all sorts of issues and
questions, is no movement to free
Mooney at all but is really a ser-
lous obstacle in the way of such
a movement. By its suicidal sec-
tarianism, the Communist Party
has now _made it imposible for
any genuine and non-Communist
la})or organization to cooperate
with the movement on which it
has such a fatal stranglehold.

WATCH FOR IT
The New Workers
School will soon
Announce its
FALL TERM

Mooney movement with the League
of Struggle for Negro Rights, the
New York conference went even
further and was attempting to
make a combined I.L.D. and Trede
Union Unity League. To the ar-
gument, constantly repeated by the
official party’s speakers, that the
struggle for the release of Tom
Mooney could not be separated from
all other struggles of the work-
ers, therefore necessitating their
inclusion as conditions for joining
in the fight for Tom Moongy, Her-
man answered that the connection
was just as clearly evident in the
case of other struggles of the
workers, such as the defense of
the Soviet Union and the fight

for the dictatorship of the prole-| fight. The other group was a left
tariat. Yet it was obvious even to| Wing group, composed of Commu-
the official leadership that their|nists and progressive elements.

inclusion would hurt and narrow
the fight for Mooney and not help
it. The fact had proven the harm-
ful results of the policy of “omni-
bus united fronts” on all issues
plus the “united front from below”:
the representation of A. F. of L.
locals and non-Communist organi-
zations, small as it was before,
had declined sharply!

T_he Communist Opposition dele-
gation presented amendments pro-
posing to broaden the united front
by making the actual basis of the
movement the fight for the release
of Tom Mooney and Warren Bil-|;
lings, asserting that solidarity with| ¢
other class war prisoners and the
other struggles of the toilers
should not change the character of
the conference and proposing to
address appeals to the Central

Chicago, Ill.
The convention of the Slovenian

Slovenian Society Congress in Chicago

by F. V.

were not organized. One of these
groups was a ‘“center” group, dis-
satisfied with the Socialist machine
but undecided for an energetic

The relation of voting strength
was about as follows: Out of a
total of 209 votes, the Socialists
had from 72 to 80, the left wing
group between 40 and 45 and the
rest to the “center” and the “inde-
pendents.”

ganized.
tion of the official Communist Par-
ty had not worked hard before the
convention.
the official C.P. and the Communist
Opposition worked together. The
representative of the C.P- worked

group against the S.P. machine
was to continue having this organ-

National Benefit Society, held from
May 22 to June 2, was well organ-
ized by the Socialist-controlled Ex-
ecutive Board before it convened.
The convention committee was

pre-arranged; a list of names was
proposed to the delegates upon
their arrival. The Socialist-picked
commttee was elected because the
other two groups at the convention

The left wing group was not or-
The South Slavic Sec-

At this convention

n full harmony with Frank Vra-
aric of the C.P.-O-

The real fight of the left wing

ization as its auxiliary to cover up
Trades and Labor Council, and tol corruption and to reserve jobs for

its members. The left wing did not
Score any wictory at this conven-
tion except that it established it-
self as a real constructive group
fighting in the interests of the
membership,

The “center” group hesitated to
support us in the fight because they
were afraid of the accusations of
the Socialist machine, especially in
view of the way the Socialists had
pictured this group before the con-
vention. These arguments were
knocked out of the Socialists hands
at the convention; the sentiment

of the membership was with our
fight.

. The blgge§t cry that the Social-
Ists are making is that they have
lost five seats on the Executive
Board. Previously the board had
been composed of 25 in which
there were 16 Socialists; now the
Board has 19, of which 10 are So-
cialists. The two lists for the Ex-
ecutive Board were distributed by
the Socialists and the “center”
group; the left wing did not have
a list at the convention. The
attempt was made to formulate
one with the rank and file delegates
but this was overruled by the lead-
ers of the “center” group. Com-
rade Rimac of the official C.P. was
the only one of the list for the
Board of Trustees and he received

71 votes. Later on, rank and file
delegates agreed to support Com-

are right or wrong, are helpful or
harmful to the cause of labor de-
fense; it is only a question of
whether the leadership of the I.
L.L. is white or colored. What is
this if not the grossest “racial-
ism”, the crudest Garveyism?

doctrine of “self-determination”!

e e ————————

rade Vrataric of the Communist
Opposition for the Judicial Board,
received 96 votes. For the main
officers, the biggest vote was 100
for the Socialists and 105 for the
opposition on lower officers. It
was the same dissension in the
“center” group which gave the ma-
pority to the Socialists.

F. V.

LOGIC OF GARVEYITE
COMMUNISM

(Continued from page 5)

Such is the logic of the false

‘‘What Is the Com-
munist Opposition?’

by B. D. WoLrFe
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In the An-

ey Meet

Sectarianism Kills a Great Movement!

THE UNEMPLOYMENT
CRISIS IN N. Y.

(Continued from page 3)

steps to overcome
emergency.

the present

“The Association of the Unem-
ployed,” stated Jack Rubinstein,
acting organizer, “is alarmed by the
manifest indifference shown by
Mayor O’Brien- All he does to
meet the present crisis is to cry:
‘Confidence! Everything will come
out all right!” QOur Association, a
non-political, non-partisan organ-
ization, co-operated with the two
other unemployed organizations in
an attempt to get a joint audience
with the Mayor on the relief crisis.
But for reasons best known to the
Mayor himself, he refused to see
a delegation of the joint unem-
ployed organizations.

“From all indications it appears
that Tammany Hall, with Mayor
O’Brien as its smoke-screen, is at-
tempting to use the miserable sit-
uation of the unemployed as a
football in order to put across a
sales tax on foodstuffs and other
necessities which the majority of
working people depend upon.

“In the face of rising prices, the
placing of a sales tax on foodstuffs
and the cutting of the basic wages
of work relief workers as much as
$16 a month, which has already
been made public, will only serve
to fan the flames of discontent.

“The Association of Unemploy-
ed is determined that, in view of
the present Administration indiffer-
ence to the sufferings of the un-
employed, we are going to do
everything in our power to go be-
fore all friendly labor organiza-
tions with the aim of uniting the
unemployed and employed on an
impartial, non-political basis to
organize a monster demonstration
such as New York has never seen.”

A CORRECTION

We have received the following
statement as a press release of the
Association of the Unemployed—Ed.
* ¥ %

New York City

The Association of the Unem-
ployed wishes to take this occagion
to correct the impression unwit-
tingly created by reports in sever-
al of the metropolitan newspapers
on July 12, 1933, that the unem-
ployed delegation appearing before
the Mayor on July 11 was a Social-
ist delegation. As a matter _of
fact, the delegation was a joint
commiitee of three unemployed or-
ganizations.

In cooperation with the Workers
Committee on Unemployment and
the Workers Unemployed League,
the Association of the Unemployed
acted with the specific understand-
ing that all political opinions as
well as affiliations would be laid
aside and all efforts be concentraty
ed1 uligon preventing the city cutting
relie

We would like to point out that
Mr. David Lasser did not represent
the Socialist Party; he was the
chairman of the joint committee
of three unemployed organizations.

The Association of the Unem-
ployed, in its program and state-
ment of principles, emphatically
declares for the non-partisan char-
acter of the unemployed move-
ment. We are just as emphatical-
ly opposed to the formation of a
Socialist - controlled unemployed
movement as we are to the forma-
tion of a Communist-controlled
unemployed movement. We believe
that no good will be done by divid-

ing the unemployed according to
their political
happens that none of the repre-
sentatives which represented the
Association of the Unemployed in
the delegation which visited Mayor
O’Brien, were members or follow-
ers of the Socialist Party.
would appreciate if your publica-
tion would oblige us by presenting
this item to your readers and so
help us to change the wrong im-

affiliation. It so

We

pression created.
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Seven

Spanish Political Parties
And the Recent Crisis

We publish below some paragraphs
from the June 15, 1933 issue of “La
Batalla”, the central paper of the Iber-
ian Communist Federation, issued in
Barcelona, Spain. The Iberian Com-
munist Federation (“Maurin group”)
is closely associated with the Interna-
tional ‘Communist Opposition.—Editor.

x * x
Barcelona, Spain.

During the recent crisis, the po-
sition of the Right was completely
clear. It demanded another gov-
ernment and the dissolution of the
Cortes. Reaction has its logic.

Unfortunately, howevpr, i such
logic is not so easy to find in the
workers movement.

“El Socialist” (a Socialist Party
paper) advocated a return to the
former situation.

“C. N. T.” (an Anarcho-Syndi-
calist paper) broke a lance against
the return of Azana and limited
itself to what is really the same as
coming out in favor of Lerroux
(the candidate of the Rights).

“Mundo Obrera” (the official
Communist Party paper), on time
as usual, demanded a government
based on soviets. Since there are
no soviets in Spain, not even in
prospect, this slogan was far from
revolutionary.

Thus, in practise, the official
Communist Party went limping be-
hind the Anarcho-Syndicalists and
behind the Fascism of “La Tierra”.

The only correct slogan at this
moment was that which our party,
the Iberian Communist Federa-
tion, launched: “Out with the
bourgeois ministers from the gov-
ernments!”

TROTSKYITES SPLIT
IN SPAIN

Barcelona, Spain.

The Trotskyist organization is
copied after Stalinism: burocracy,
dictatorship, imposition of “lead-
ers”, etec. And, sure enough, the

Communist parties. _
crisis in the various Trotskyist op-
positions.

into three or four groups.
many, likewise.

hitherto maintained the greatest
unity, because it was the smallest
and the most immature, was in
Spain. But in Spain too the Trot-
skyist organization is being under-
mined by a sharp internal crisis.

has

There is a

In France Trotskyism is divided
In Ger-

The Trotskyist nucleus that has

Lacroix, the creator and organ-
izer of Trotskyism in Spain, has
been expelled. In the Trotskyist
organization, a war to the death
been waged Dbetween two
groups, each fighting for the
smile of Trotsky: on the one side,
the Lacroix faction; on the other,
the Nin-Andrade group.

Lacroix has been beaten and be-
headed. Inside the Trotsky move-
ment he has been treated as Bulle-
jos in the Stalinist movement. Af-
ter being more Papist than the
Pope, he now stands under the ban
of excommunication. This time
Trotsky has decided in favor ot
Nin and Andrade, just as Stalin
preferred Galan and Balbontin to
Bullejos and Adame.

Such methods are completely
foreign to a real revolutionary
working class movement.
To the few Trotskyist militants
in Spain we say that, if they want
to act as Communists and be in a
Communist party with internal de-
mocracy and a correct political
line, there is no choice but to aban-
don Trotskyism and join the Iber-
ian Communist Federation.

Read
Spread

Subscribe

same causes produce the same ef-
fects.

There is a crisis in the official
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cist tendencies.

road in another sense also.
Dollfuss government (resting on
the Christian-Social Party) is the
Austrian equivalent of the von
Papen regime. It is a desperate at-
tempt of the Austrian bourgeoisie
to stave off the “last resort” of
Fascism. But with this difference.
In Germany von Papen was prac-
tically isolated from all vital for-
ces in political life; in Austria
Dollfuss has succeeded in utilizing
the conflict of Fascist tendencies as
well as the conflict of foreign
orientations, to win the support of
Heimwehr movement.
ture of the case, this alliance can-
not last very long but, for the time
being, it lends the Dollfuss regime
a certain stability by serving as

Dollfuss - Heimwehr combination.

Austria

(Continued from Page 3)

Austria has taken the German
The

In the na-

its extra-parliamentary base.

And here again considerations
of foreign policy enter directly.
Ttaly stands openly behind the

Hitlerite Germany is just as open-
ly behind the Austrian Nazis, in
bitter opposition to Dollfuss. French
opinion is characteristically divid-
ed in view of the coexistence of
Franco-German and Franco-Italian
antagonisms. The French Left, es-
pecially the Deladier ministry, is
inclined to a compromise with
Mussolini and therefore to condi-
tional support of Dollfuss; the
main thing, in its eyes, is to stave
off German influence in the Dan-
ube regions. The French Right, on
the other hand, tends in the oppo-
site direction. While not urging
any formal support of Hitlerite as-
pirations, it holds that the para-
mount thing is to refuse all con-
cessions to Mussolini, to “block the
attempts of Italy to raise itself in-
to a first class power, to become
a rival of France.” An “independ-
ent policy” to checkmate both Italy
and Germany thru the consolida-
tion of a block of Austria, Hun-
gary and the Little Entente, 'ig
proposed. French conservative pol-
icy is aimed. therefore, at breaking
away Dollfuss (and the Heim-
wehr) from Italian influence and
bringing them under the aegis of

French imperialism. So the situa-

there took place a conference to
establish the Cook County Federa-
tion
Leagues of America.
present
Workers League, of the Commu-
nist Party-controlled Unemployed
Council, of the I. W.W. Unemployed
Union, and of two branches of the
Workers Committee on Unemploy-
ment (“Borders movement”). The
Chicago Workers Committee had
been represented at the recent na-
tional conference but had not af-
filiated to the Federation.
ter had been sent out by Borders
to the several score branches of
the Workers Committee not to at-
tend this Cook County conference;
two branches, however, did so on
their own initiative.

ence faced and which still exists
today was very grave indeed and
emphasized strongly the need for
the unity of the unemployed. Re-
lief benefits constantly reduced;
over 30,000 families taken off the
lists altogether because of the re-
fusal to sign the “pauper pledge”
or to send their sons to the forced
labor reforestation
spread of evictions and the shut-
ting off of gas and electricity; the

Chicago, Illinois.
On July 8, 1933, at Mirror Hall,

of TUnemployed Workers
There were

representatives of the

A let-

The situation which this confer-

camps; the

tion stands today.

The historical bankruptcy of the
Austrian Social-democracy is even
more striking than that of the Ger-
man party. Relatively the strong-
est organization in the Socialist
International. parading its “left”.
its “Marxist” pretensions upon all
occasions, it is capitulating with-
out even a strnggle. The “Marx-
ism” of Otto Bauer is an arsenal
of arguments for political vassivi-
ty, for doing nothing in the face
of the enemy. :

The Communist Party of Aus-
tria is practically non-existent or-
ganizationallv and comvletely non-
existent politically. TIts fantastic
sectarianism has become a by-word
and a scandal. It is completely out
of the picture as far as current
developments are concerned.

organization.

C. P. Unemployed Council
Wrecks Federation

threat of the stoppage of relief al-
together—these were some of the
problems that faced the confer-

ence.
live up to the vital tasks ahead.

But the conference did not

In the first place a sub-commit-

tee controlled hy J. Guss of the
Unemployed Council had called the
conference. ¢
tive Committee of the Federation
had not even been consulted in the
issuance of the call, altho, it was
issued in its name. T
test was voiced by Tom Dixon -of
the Workers League against this
impermissible procedure.

The National Execu-

A sharp pro-

A demonstration was called for

July 26 and all organizations were
called upon to join in the fight
against a proposed cut in relief
and for a 25% increase over the
present rate, together with other
demands, as in the resolution.

There were two reports on the

constitution, a majority report by
the Unemployed Council and a
minority report by the Workers
League.
an executive committee and the

The majority called for

holding of a congress once a year
with delegates elected on the basis
of the numerical strength of each
The minority called
for control thru a conference once
a month based on representation
of relief centers. When these re-
ports were discussed on the floor,
the majority compromised with a
meeting of delegates called every
two months but insisted that if
policies were framed by the dele-
gates and an executive committee
nor organized, the conferences
would result merely in talking.

Upon a vote, the majority won.
A chairman, vice-chairman, secre-
tary and treasurer and a commit-
tee of seven were elected. The
Workers League members refused
to participate on the committee but
did help to place Satir, a Trotsky-
ite, on the committee to the dis-
pleasure of Guss and Company.

The result of the whole confer-
ence was that the Unemployed
Council simply named another com-
mittee to cover up its own organi-
zation.

A. R.

Ih the Comintern

THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

We publish below some of the sec-
tions of the instructions of the Na-
tional Committee of the Communist
Party of the U. S. A. (Opposition) to
its delegate to the Internationmal Com-
munist Opposition Conference held re-

cently —Editor.
x * %

The National Committee lays
down the following as instructions
t~ guide the representative of the
Communist Party (Opposition) at
the International Opposition Con-
“ference. .

* * *
The Question Of A “New” Party
And International

1. The German catastrophe con-
stitutes the historical refutation of

the reformism of the Social-dem-
ocracy and of the ultra-left secta-
rianism of the official Communist
movement, which were each in
their way partly, tho unequally, re-
sponsible for it. The viewpoint
and tactics of the International
Communist Opposition have been
fully confirmed by experience.

In spite of the disastrous results
of its sectarian policies, we reject
the conception, supported by the
Trotskyites and others, that the
triumph of the Nazis was ,made
possible by “betrayal” on the part
of the Communist Party of Ger-
many, that January 30, 1933 con-
stituted the August 4, 1914 of the
C.P.G. This would imply that the

C.P.G. has ceased to be a Commu-
nist Party and has become a bour-
geois workers party. We, there-
fore, reject the conception of the
necessity of building up a “new”

believe that, in view of the fact
that the C.P.G. still includes with-
in itself the great bulk of the Com-
munist movement in Germany and
that it still stands on the basis of
the fundamentals of Communism,
it is_the duty of the Communists
in Germany now to rebuild the
Communist Party, drawing in the
recently radicalized elements of
the SD.P. and the S‘W-P. in the
process. Under present conditions,
the rebuilding of the C.P.G. is pos-
sible only if it is accompanied by
the systematic liquidatlon.of the
sectarian strategy and tactics and
burocratic regime of the party and
their replacement by Leninist tac-
tics and the regime of Qemocratlc
centralism. Such a rebuilding can
take place only thru the pressure
of the masses of the party ynember-
ship and revolutionary workers
who have become convinced of the
necessity of a radical change. The
task of the German Communist
Opposition todav is double: (a)
thru its own independent activity
in the class struggle to make up
for the failure of the partv to sup-
plv. Communist leadership, and
(b) to stimulate among the party
membership that realization of
the situation which is the prerequi-
site for the rebuilding of the party.
The main slogan remains the same
as before: Rehabilitation of the
Communist Party of Germany.

For the same reasons we are
fundamentally opposed to the pro-
posal for a “new”, a “fourth” Inter-
national, to replace the Communist
International. Insofar as what is

tional or some sort of fantastic
“all-inclusive” International, em-
bracing both the S.L.I. and the
C.I., a Fourth International must
mean an International without the
C.P-S.U. or else an International
standing for the formation of a
“second” party in the Soviet
Union. Either alternative is im-
possible from a Communist view-
point. The rehabilitation and the
reunification of the Communist In-
ternational still remain our basic
slogan.

* x %

On The “Russian Questions”

2. We reiterate our position on
the “Russian question” as laid
down in the resolution adopted by
the Second National Conference
(September 1932): endorsement ot
the general course of the C.P.S.U.
in socialist construction and sharp
criticism of the Stalin regime in
the C.P.S.U. as a grave obstacle in
the wayv of party development and
of the best possible realization of
correct economic nolicies.
* * *

On Trotskyism

3. We reiterate our position on
Trotskvism as formulated in the
resolution of the TFirst National
Conference (July 1930) and sup-
nlemented at the Second National
Conference (September 1932). The
German events have uncovered the
full political bankruptcv of Trot-
skyism. Tt showed itself complete-
Iy unable to nunderstand what has
happened in Germany, and its an-
alyses and forecasts have proved
to be uniformlv false. Its advo-
cacv of a “new” Communist Party
in Germanv today and, for the fu-
ture, of a Fourth International. is
bt the climax of the whole policy
of error- While as an organized

declined almost to nothing outside

force the Trotskyist faction has

of the Soviet Union and Greece.
vet certain moods of confusion and
desperation aroused in some sec-
tions of the workers by the Ger-
man events provide considerable
bhasis for the spread of Trotskvist

ence must consider ways and
means of meeting this situation
and preventing the dissipation of
any opposition movement in the
direction of Trotskyism.

SWISS OPPOSITION
IN CONFERENCE

Schaffhausen, Switzerland.
On June 10 and 11 there took
place here a plenary session of the
National Committee of the Com-
munist Partv of Switzerland (Op-
position). The most important
point of discussion was the esti-
mation of the present situation and
the general tasks of the Commu-
nist Opposition in view of the
events in Germany. A resolution
was adopted by a vote of all
against one. The resolution reads
in part:

“l. The defeat of the working
class in Germany is characterized
especially thru the following fea-
tures: Political bankruptey of the
coalition policy and reformism,
capitulation and collanse of thé
trade unions, catastrophical defeat
of the ultra-left course of the C.
P. G. and the leadership of the
Comintern, ideological and organi-
zational destruction and disintegra-
tion of the vproletarian bodies as
the effect of the victorv of the
Fascist dictatorship and the grow-
ing bloody Fascist terror. The
heavy defeat of the working class
in Germany ecannot, however. do
awav with the fact that neither
the Social-democracy nor the Com-
munist Party is as vet thm in
the minds of the workers. They
still exist and pumerous signs to-
day alreadv confirm the fact that.
in soite of all disintegration and
weakening, in spite of terror and
illegality. there are visible ten-
dencies of consolidation and activi-
ty. At the same time. moods and
sentiments are growing in Ger-
many to look for a way out of the
present situation by creating a new
nroletarian party independent of

Moscow and the Comintern and of

“2. The central leadership of the
C. P. Switz.-0. recognizes these
facts. It declares that today it is
politically false to issue the slogan
of a new (second or third) party.
What is necessary is a clearer and
more decisive exposure of the re-
sponsibility of reformism and the
Second International as well as of
the Comintern and of the frac-
tion of the Russian Communist
Party within the Comintern for
the defeat in Germany.

3. In this hour the tasks of the
C. P. G.-0O. and of the Internation-
al Communist Opposition are grow-
ing rapidly. Without changing our
fundamental attitude held hitherto,
without giving up our organiza-
tional or political independence, the
Communist Opposition, nationally
and internationally, must see its
task in the concentration of revolu-
tionary class forces in the camp of
Communism and in the camp of
Social-democracy and the trade
unions. This must take place thru
the tactics of the united front on
the broadest basis. thru the crea-
tion of joint anti-Fascist action,
thru * the intensification of the
work in the trade unions. With
this is associated the job of clari-
fying the aim, the road and the
tasks of the working class in its
struggle for the rehabilitation and
reorganization of the Communist
movement. Not Communism has
been defeated but the ultra-left
policy and corrupt apparatus, en-
forced under instructions of the C.
1. and claiming to represent it,
flying in the face of all the de-
mands and conditions of struggle
in Western Europe. . . .”

This resolution is especially im-
portant in view of the rumors
spread recently by the Trotskyites
and others that the Swiss Ovppo-
sition had taken a turn to Trot-
skyism and the “new party” idea.
As a matter of fact. only one com-
rade of the central leadership of
the Swiss Opposition had any such
leanings: all others stood solid and
stand solid for the tested viewpoint

of the International Communist

ing their avvearance inside and

Communist Party in Germany. We

meant is not a centrist Interna-

ideas-

The International Confer-

outside of Germany,

Opposition.
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FOR A UNITED LABOR TICKET

E announcement that Mayor John P. O’Brien “intends to seek

renomination,” that is, will run again on the Tammany ticket,
is a gesture cynical enough to awaken even the dormant population
of New York City to a realization of the gravity of the situation.

The government of this, the greatest city in the world, is in the
clutches of a rapacious political machine in close association with
the leading banking and capitalistic interests: Almost all sections
of the city’s population, but the workers above all, suffer from the
corrupt misgovernment of this clique of Tammany politicians.

In spite of all the recovery propaganda, at least one family out
of four is in dire need of relief due to unemployment. Yet no more
than one family in seven receives any relief at all and even this
meager pittance is being cut and frequently suspended. No pro-
visions whatever are made for the relief of single men out of work.

The city’s police and courts are openly and often brutally used
against labor in its strivings for better conditions of life. Municipal

social services, such as education, health, etc., are being recklessly| y

reduced.

The wages and salaries of municipal employees are being ruth-
lessly slashed at the behest of the bankers. The threat of an increase
of transit fare to 7c or 10c is not far from becoming a reality.

The Negro people of this city are being mistreated and discrim-
inated against with the sanction and under the protection of the Tam-
many administration. The recent Harlem Hospital scandal has drawn
the attention of the whole city to this shameful situation.

The public revenues are converted into the private preserves of
the dominant political ring. Corrupt and incompetent Tammany
henchmen are quartered upon the city as public officials in artificially
multiplied jobs at inflated salaries. The most reckless extravagance
provides fat contracts and monopolies for powerful capitalists and
profitable rake-offs for the “helpful” politicians. Racketeering, crime
and vice flourish, protected by city officials who draw profit from
them.

Tammany, the same under O’Brien as under Walker, is a des-
perate menace to the people of New York City. The Republican
Party here is no more than a parasite living off the grace of Mr.
Curry and feeding on the crumbs he contemptuously scatters. They
who place their hopes in Fusion are only chasing after a dangerous
illusion. Fully sharing with the Tammany ring its subservience
to capital, a Fusion movement would offer no serious challenge to
the Tammany strangle-hold or else would be merely a “respectable”
edition of Tammany itself.

Only a movement determined to break the corrupting and de-
moralizing link between the city government and the interests of
capital, only a movement determined to administer the affairs of the
city in the interests of the masses of the people, can offer an effec-
tive and significant challenge to Tammany. Such a movement can
find its main support and leadership only in labor, for labor is the
only social force that has no entangling alliances with the capitalist
interests and so is in a position to make a serious effort to cleanse
the stables of municipal corruption and misgovernment.

But unless the various organizations and tendencies in the labor
movement get together in a united front, labor is powerless. On
the other hand, the situation in the city is so desperate today, the
oppressions and the grievances under which the masses of the people
are laboring so acute, the need for relief so intense, that the vital
necessity of a united labor front in the coming municipal elections
must be clear to every one.

There is only one answer: An independent UNITED LABOR
TICKET set up by a conference of all working class organizations
in this city, a UNITED LABOR TICKET running upon a platform
expressing the interests of labor and of the masses of the people of
New York.

DIEGO RIVERA AT NEW WORKERS SCHOOL

In the “Daily Worker” of Julyi
7, there appeared an article en-!
titled “Statement on Rivera by |
Mexican Communists”. The state-!
ment contains various falsehoods
which I request the opportunity tc
correct in your columns, not as
a personal question, but as an ex-
ample of the bad material and bad
tactics of the party which does not
feel the obligation of always being
truthful with the proletariat, with-
out which it cannot gain their con-
fidence.

First, I was not expelled froq
the party (the Communist Party
of Mexico) in 1924 as stated in
the article. As the minutes of the
Central Committee will show, the
committee authorized and advised
my resignation because it consid-
ered that the painting I was doing
all my time and the work I was
doing was more useful to the move-
ment than anythirg I might do by
attending meetings ete., as a reg-
ular member of the party. The
resolution recognized formally the
usefulness of my services to the
party and expressed the conviction
that my painting would continue to
be useful to the movement.

In 1927 1 was requested to re-
join the party as a regular mem-
ber and I did so. I was expelled
in 1929, in the month of July, dur-
ing the general epidemic of ex-
pulsions of loval Communists in
all countries of the world and for
similar reasons.

Yet the statement declares I was
expelled in 1930 for painting for
Mr. Morrow. Nor did I paint
murals in his house, as the “Daily
Worker” statement says, nor did
I ever paint, as they declare, a por-
trait of him or of his wife. I
painted murals, revolutionary in
character, on the walls of the Pal-
ace of Cortez, in Cuernavaca. The
cost of the painting was paid by
Morrow as a gift to the City of
Cuernavaca and the painting is
one which has most pleased the
workers and peasants of Mexico.
That palace was not Morrow’s
house but a government building
and the fact that the “Daily Work-
er” resolution. which purports to
come from the Communist Partv
of Mexico, states such an absurd-
ity (“Rivera sold himself to Mr.
Morrow to paint murals in his

home, the former palace of Cortes

in Cuernavaca”), proves that the

Diego Rivera Exposes the
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resolution was not even written
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in Mexico nor by Mexican Commu-
nists, for every child in Mexico
knows that the Palace of Cortez is
now a government building and
the capital of the State of Morelos,
the building in which the State
Congress meets!

Another explanation offered in
the same article for my expulsion
from the party is: “For having col-
laborated 'with ‘the governments
of Portes Gil and Ortiz Rubio, first
as the Director of the School of
Fine Arts, and later as a painter
of the murals in the National Pal-
ace.” As to the first, the School of
Fine Arts is autonomous and 1
was elected director by the stu-
dents and Ortiz Rubio was not
even elected President until three
months after mv expulsion from
the party and did not take office
until the following year! As to
the painting of the National Palace
I began it a year before my expul-
sion, with the approval of the Cen-
tral Committee of the party, and
no one has tried to deny its revo-
lutionary [content except Joseph
Freeman in the “New Masses”
with his invention of a woman
holding grapes and mangoes,
which was refuted in your ecol-
umns by the simple procedure of
reprinting the painting itself!

As to their attempts to exploit
my activities on behalf of the
Mexican workers in Detroit as
“charges” against me, the fact is
that several hundred starving un-
employved Mexicans in Detroit.
wanted to return to Mexico and
asked me for aid, which I did not
refuse them. I warned them that
in Mexico they would receive no
aid, excent what thev could con-
quer by their own forces, and none
of them ever sent me a letter of
complaint such as the “Daily
Workers” pretends to know I have
received.

These startling falsehoods ave
samples of the not even skillful
lies that are used as one of the
weapons for dividing and splitting
the Communist movement. They
are self-refutine—not even clever
fabrications! What shall loyal
Communists and workers general-
ly think of a leadershin that uses
such means of cerving its factional
nurposes? And of the fact that
the same committees and faction
that denounce me as a ‘“prostitute”
have sent me letters requesting re-
neated contributions of nart of the
“profits of prostitution”? 1 have
the letters and their signatures on
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THE ONLY ROAD, by Leon Trot-
sky. Pioneer Publishers, New
York, 1933.

Except for one chapter there is
nothing either new or important
in this pamphlet of Trotsky’s on
Germany, written in September
1932. If anything, it is a trifle
shallower, a little more verdose,
somewhat more confused in con-
ception. Measured by the subse-
quent march of events, it seems
rather trivial and inconsequential.

More obvious than anywhere
else, perhaps, are the ornateness
and floridity of language, tlie su-
perficial figures, the sophisticated
obscurity that enable Trotsky to
palm off obviously false ideas or to
hide the absence of any definite
ideas altogether. We have already
indicated more than once in the col
umns of this paper how altogeth-
er fallacious is the attempt of
Trotsky to characterize the Papen-
Schleicher regime as Bonapartist.
In this pamphlet the “Bonapartist
mania” runs wild. Trotsky “eor-
rects” himself indeed: the Bruen-
ing government was not Bonapart-
ist; it was a “pre-Bonapartist gov-
ernment” (page 14)! (What a
sage, scientific designation!) But
we also learn that “Bonapartism
came upon the scene in the Papen-
Schleicher government” (page 14)
and, wonder of wonders, that “Fas-
cism, as the Italian example shows,
leads in the end to a militarist-
burocratic dictatorship of the Bona-
partist type” (page 17)! And yet
it is Trotsky who accuses the of-
ficial Communist movement of
confusing conceptions and histori-
ral categories! The pot calling the
kettle black, indeed!

The truth of the matter is that,
if any contemporary analogy for
Bonapartism is to be sought, it is
to be found nowhere so fundament-
ally and completely as in the Fas-
cist movemnet itself. Trotsky is
unable to see this because of his
totally un-Marxist definition of
Bonapartism and Fascism (page
38). And this failure has vitiat-
ed the whole Trotskyist analysis
of the German situation and the
tactical proposals flowing there-
from. Thus, we find already in this
pamphlet the idea that for its ul-
timate culmination “it (Fascism)
requires a number of years even
in the event of a complete victory:
a longer span of years in Germany
than in Italy” (page 17). Here
too we learn that the “peaceful”
triumph of the Nazis, that is, their
ascent to power without an armed
overturn, is practically out of the
question (pages 67 and 68). Here,
finally, we are treated to some edi-
fying speculations that “it is not
excluded that Hitler’s political peak
has already been passed” (page
69). How wonderfully the Trotsky-
ist prognoses measure up with
events!

In contrast toe the worthless
character of the pamphlet as a
whole, the second chapter, “Bour-
geoisie. Petty Bourgeoisie and Pro-
letariat”. in which Trotsky traces
the political physiognomv of the
petty bourgeoisie thru its main
historical stages of development
and analyzes its relations to the
two major classes of society, is
positively brilliant and well de-
serves careful consideration.

Will Herberg.

receipts for various hundreds of
dollars. In Mexico we use a very
ugly word for those who live on
the earnings of prostitution. The
party’s method of dealing with me,
does no credit to Communism.
Fraternally,
DIEGO RIVERA

GERMAN FASCISM

AND THE WORKERS
by Leo (Berlin)

5c¢ a copy
3 cents in bundles

WORKERS AGE
51 West 14th Street
New York City
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