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The “New Deal” and the Workers

1. How the ‘New Deal’ Is Put Ouver

by Jay Lovestone

We publish betow the first of a series
of articles by Jay Lovestone on “The ‘New
Deal’ and the Workers”. The second article
will appear in the mext issue.—Editor.

* * ¥

It has been some time since there has
been as catching a slogan in American poli-
tics as. the “New Deal.” So popular has
this Roosevelt battle-cry become that even
beauty parlors and undertakers have adopt-
ed it as their call to business.

No doubt the despair surrounding the
Hoover administration has in a large meas-
ure, been replaced by illusions and hopes
arouszd by Roosevelt’s “New Deal.” With
such a transformed mood in its favor, and
with the election months behind it, the
Roosevelt administration, unlike Hoocver’s,
has been quite free to act, to propose and
dispose. With no heritages of a dead past,
of Harding, Coolidge and Hoover, to stand
in his way, the Chief Executive has been
given every opportunity for a “free hand
and initiative”., Hence some superficial ob-
servers and interested liberals have begun
to parade Roosevelt’s administration as
“the Second American Revolution.”

* %k

So far Roosevelt has gone full steam
ihead. The Republican heavy artillery on
Capitol Hill firing 158-word sentences, each
containing a dozen or more clauses, has
failed even to rock, let alone sink, the
Roosevelt boat on the inflation issues.
“Let’s give Roosevelt a chance!” is re-
repeatedly heard even among militant farm-
ers and discontented workers. The coun-
try’s two outstanding Socialist leaders,
Thomas and Hillquit, have visited the Pres-
‘ident, conecratulated him on his “prompt
and vigorous action in the banking crisis”

and expressed their heartfelt grief that he
had not gone further on the rcad he had
started.

Yet all of this does not account for the
speed with which the Roosevelt administra-
tion has been able to go ahead with its
program, There is a more decisive factor.
‘This is the realization of the gravity of the
situation dawning upon many of the most
articulate spokesmen of the ruling class.
Professor Irving Fisher, Yale University,
one of the best known prosperity drum-
mers, is thus compelled to confess plain-
tively: “Few realize the gravity of our
present situation. Our very national -ex-
istence is at stake, even more than it was
in the world war. Halfway, traditional and
timid measures will no longer do. If the
-rice level is not speedily raised, so that
business, industry and agriculture can be
run again at enough of a profit to make
sure that they are run at all. . . this coun-
try will soon be over the precipice with
bloodshed and revolution.”

Unfortunately there is more fear of revo-
lution among the “busted” bankers and th=
discouraged and discredited stock market
tipsters than there is desire or readiness
for it among the American workers and
impoverished farmers. Clearly it is this

-owing acuteness that explains the stra:-
ey and technique, the whole program and
drive of the “New Deal”.
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Before analyzing the “New Deal” let us

examine the strategy of the present Demo-
cratic administration, the technique with
which Roosevelt is putting over this pro-
gram. The main features of the Roose-
velt tactics are:

1. ACT QUICKLY—ACT OFTEN: Af-
ter the first few days of floundering, the
new regime has operated on the bas's of
acting quickly and acting often, both in its
domestic and foreign policies. We are not
now examining the merits or demerits of
the concrete acts or actions. All we are
stressing is this: Because of the impending
elections, the Hoover administration, par-
ticularly in the last twelve mcnths or so
before November, was naturally hesitant,
slow and nervous in its acts as well as in
its failures to act. This hesitation and vacil-
lation, dictated by political calculations
soon became painfully evident. Pariicular-
1y, liberals and their kin who based their
conclusions on temporary and superficia®
phenomena, soon began to protest agains’
this inaction. They soon began to yell for
ACTION AS SUCH, action regardless ol
whom it reacted upon, or of how reaction-
ary it might be in effect.

The months of White House inactivity.
culminating in Hoover’s exit, brought a
clamor among great masses of people of
all political stripes FOR ACTION FOR
THE SAKE OF ACTION ITSELF.
Roosevelt sensed this all the time. He was
quick to capitalize it. He decided to give

the country plenty of “action”. This was
the obvious strategy in the bank crisis.

2. CONCENTRATION OF POWER
IN THE HANDS OF THE CHIEF EX-
ECUTIVE: The tempo and volume of con-
centration of power in the hands of the
President have astounded most cbservers.
So rapid and decisive have been some of
the changes in the American government
structure that it can really be sald that in
the United States we have now AN UN-
CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY.
Roosevelt has more power than any Presi-
dent ever had. Congress has been giving
up whatever rights and powers it has un-
der the Constitution. The bank bill was
adopted by the House of Representatives
without its even being read. But it is not
only the Hous: which has been shorn of
its - power in order to strengthen the ex-
ecutive arm of the government. The Sen-
ate has fared no better. The procedure
has been something like this: The White
Hous: wants a bill. It calls upon a mem-
ber of the “Brain Trust” to draft it. A
draft is produced. The White House then
sends the bill to the Senate which usually
acts on it without even knowing what it
‘s all about. One capable Washington cor-
respondent sized up the situation in this
fashion: “There has never bsen anything
quite like it in the history of the Senate. . .
being always ready with new legislation,
never showing the slightest hesitation or
doubt. He (the President) keeps the coun-
try’s attention fixed on his program and
the Senate follows his leadership because
it is unprepared and lacking iu confidence,
while he is always prepared and brimming
over with confidence.”

While this explanation may be a bit skal-

(Continued on Page T)

MAY DAY IN
NEW YORK

New York City

HITLER LAUNCHES
WORKERS ALL OVER WORLD

The organized drive against the workers, their or-

About sixty thousand people ganizations and conditions, from the very beginning

took part in the great United

one of the cardinal aims of the Nazi dictatorship in

Front May Day Conference de- Germany, has begun. In his address at the Fascist

Defend the German Unions!
DRIVE TO SMASH UNIONS, AND CUT WAGES

MUST UNITE IN DEFENSE!

proportions. Within a few days, all of the unions,
great fortresses of German working class strength,

built up thru the toil and sacrifice of many

RIVERA OUSTED
FOR MURAL

New York City.

Over 200 radical workers, includ-
genera- |ing many of the Communist Op-

tions, were in the hands of the barbarian hordes of |position, demonstrated spontan-

monstration held at Union Square
on the afternoon of May 1. The
demonstration was one of the best
and most enthusiastic witnessed
for a long time. The United Front
May Day Conference included re-
_presentatives of the Communist
Party, the C. P. L. A, the I. W.
W., a number of unions and la-
bor organizations, the Communist
Opposition, the Communist League
(Trotskyites), etc. Two long lines
of march, totalling over 30,000, led
to the demonstration.

Just previously the Socialist Par-
ty in alliance with some labor or-
ganizations had held its own de-
monstration on Union Square with
about 20,000 present. The Socialist
Party officials had categorically
refused to join in with the united
front May Day demonstration, in
spite of the strong sentiment for
unity among the S. P. members.

A spirit of labor fraternity and

(Continued on Page T)

NOTICE!
Reserve for your enjoy-
ment the night of Sat-
urday, June 3! Ask for
details at the office!

travesty of the Interna-
tional May Day celebra-
tion, Chancellor Hitler al-
ready outlined the main

points of the immediate }
program: forced labor for
the German working
youth, a systematic and
large scale wage-cut, and
the “loosening” (aboli-
tion) of the collective
agreements between the
unions and the employers
bodies.

On the verv next day,
May 2, the assault on the

trade unions began and
events showed that it had
been carefully prepared in
advance. Acting under or-
ders of the strike-break-
ing National-Socialist Fac-
tory Organization (N. S.
B. 0O.), headed by Dr.
Robert Ley, Nazi Storm
Troopers swarmed down
upon trade union head-
quarters and journals, took
them over and arrested al!
outstanding leaders.
While attacks on the
unions have been going on
for many weeks previous-
ly in various parts of the
Reich, on May 2 the drive
against the labor organiza-

trust-capital. The reform-
ist leaders of the unions,
hoping until the very last
minute that their belly-
crawling capitulation to
Hitler would be accepted,
put up no resistance; the
masses of the workers, be-
wildered and lacking unity
Y and leadership, could not
go beyond sporadic and in-
effective actions in protec-
tion of their organiza-
tions.

With the unions, those
under Catholic leadership
as well as those under So-
cialist leadership, taken
over, the Nazis are now
proceeding  full  speed
ahead in their campaign
to smash them and to re-
place them by Fascist
“corporations”, fake
“unions”, worse than com-
pany unions. The Nazis

how conservative the
leadership, there exist cen-
ters of organized strength

workers. These must be
eradicated if Fascism is
to remain!

man workers, their organi

tions took on national S

(Continued on Page 4)

eously before the Rockefeller Cen-
ter against the ousting of Diego
Rivera, the great Mexican revolu-
tionary artist, whese mural, repre-
senting the emancipation of man-
kind thru science, was declared
“unacceptable” by the Rcckefeller
family because it included the fig-
ure of Lenin, joining the hands of
a soldier, a worker and a Negro
and a background of May Day de-
other realistic pictures of present-
monstrations, unemployed and
day capitalistic civilization. The
demonstraticn was brutally dis-
persed by the police.

When the news that Rivera had
been summarily discharged and ac-
cess to his paintings barred, mem-
bers of the Communist Opposition
immediately got in touch with the
Trotsky group, the C. P. L. A. and
the Communist Party-controlled
Workers Schcol. In the most
shameful manner the Workers
School refused to do anything. The

realize that as long as real other organizations agreed and the
unions remain, no matter | demonstration took place.

Indignatirn at the vandalism of
the Rockefeller interests is grow-
ing among the workers and all

and resistance of the]progressive elements.

* * x

On Sunday, May 7, Diego Riv-
era addressed over three hundred

The attack on the Ger-|people at the New Workers School

Forum on the subject of “Art
Appreciation.”
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The Installation in Local No. 22
|With the Working Youth|

Zimmerman OQutlines Pro-
gram of Unity and Struggle

New York City.

The meeting to install the newly
elected administration of Local 22,
I L. G. W. U,, was held on April
20, 1933. President Dubinsky, on
behalf of the General Executive
Board, made an extensive speech
“explaining” the position of the G.

B. in ordering the local to post-
pone the elections for two weeks.
He criticized the action of Local
22 in refusing to obey the decision
of the G. E. B, and proceeding with
the elections but he stated that,
taking into consideration the ap-
peal made by a number of active
shop chairmen, the G. E. B. had
decided to overlook the violation
of discipline and recognize the
newly elected Executive Board.

. s @

Dubinsky Speaks For The G. E. B.

Referring to the friction of the
previous Bluestein administration
of Local 22 with the G. E. B. Du-
b1n§ky stated that it had not been
a fnght of principle. Of course he
realized, he said, that there were
fundamental = differences between
the G. E. B. and the “Lovestone”
elements. He expressed the hope
that the local executive would car-
ry on the work of organizing the
dressmakers and building up a
strong dressmakers union.

After the speech of Dubinsky,
Bluestein was elected chairman
of the executive board for the com-
Ing year against Rosenberg, the
candidate of the so-called “left
block.” In replying to Dubinsky’s
speech, Bluestein stated that the
struggle that Local 22 had carried
on against the G. E. B. had been
based on real questions of princi-
ple. It was the opinion of Local
22 that the present organizational
form of the union did not serve
the workers. It was necessary to
give up the craft divisions in the
union, where some crafts were get-
ting better conditions at the ex-
pense of the workers in the other
crafts and that industrial unionism
was the ‘medium thru which the
workers would improve their con-
ditions. The chairman then read
telegrams of congratulations that
came from nearly every local of
the I. L. G. W. U. of the city and
from many dress shops. There
was a variety of speakers at the
installation: Hochman, the secre-
tary of the dressmakers Joint
Board, Antonini, manager of Lo-
cal 89, Levy, manager of Local 1,
and Cooper, manager of Local 9.
Hpchman was quite pessimistic in
this talk.

Strangely enough, the speech of
Levy of Locall did not differ
much from Hochman’s in the es-
timate of the situation. The whole
tenor of his speech was to place
the entire responsibility for the
present conditions of the cloak-
makers and dressmakers on the
workers leaving the conservative
leaders out oi any :esponsibility.

On The Question Of pnity

On the question of the proposals
for unity made by the Needle
Trades Industrial Union to the G.
E. B. and to the various locals, all
the speakers for the administra-
tion, Dubinsky, Hochman and An-
tonini, stated that sooner or later
the union would have to face the
question of the so-called “united
front”, that is, of the situation in
which members of the I. L. G. W.
U. were active in organizing shops
and then turned them over to the
Industrial Union, that while they
were members of the I. L. G. W.
U. they are working for the de-
struction of the union.

Quite characteristic was the
speech of Cooper, manager of
Local 9, a member of the “Left
group.” He dealt with the unity
proposals made by the Needle
Trades Workers Industrial Union.
He criticized the G. E. B. for not
allqwmz the committee to present
their proposals. He had, however,
to admit in his speech that he.
too, realized that two unions could
not carry on one strike but that one
strong union could do it. He based
his argument, however, on the

in_ existence, even tho one union
might not have as many members
as the other, it was necessary for
the union to confer with the Indus-
trial Union and find a basis for
joint action. He failed, however,
to state definitely and concretely
how the unification should take
place.
* x »
Zimmerman Presents The Program
Of Unity And Militancy
In introducing Zimmerman, the
newly elected manager, Bluestein
said: “When the Zimmerman group
came into.our union, we watched
them, but we soon saw that they
came in to work for the dressmak-
ers. Tho there were very serious
differences between Zimmerman
and myself, we worked together in
the union. _This proves that there
is a possibility of cooperation be-
tween Communists and other ele-
ments.”

Installation meetings”, began
Zimmerman, “are not holidays but
gatherings where problems are to
be discussed. .All those who spoke
tonight remarked that they did not
raise any controversial questions
but everyone of them raised pre-
cisely these questions.
“Brother Antonini spoke about
a truce in the union but there can
e no truce. The struggles in the
union revolve around the ques-
tions of policy and tactics. These
differences of opinion exist and
they cannot be stopped. However,
regardless of differences, there are
certain elementary points that all
must unite upon, such as fighting
the boss, picketing, organizing the
unorganized workers, improving
the conditions in the shops.

_“All speakers raised the ques-
tion of one union. We have at
the present time four distinct pro-
posals: from the Industrial Union,
from the “Left Group,” from the
G. E. B, and the one we put for-
ward during the campaign. We
oppose all so-called unity that real-
ly leads to further splits.

“It is possible for two unions,
let us say in the building trades
(for instance the electrical union
and the steamfitters), to partici-
pate in one strike, but we eannot
conceive of two different electric-
al unions, fighting one another,
calling one strike. Such a situa-
tion would not establish unity but
rather friction and sharp fights
during the strike.

“The ‘Left Group’ also came out
with a proposal for unity—that Lo-
cal 22 should take the initiative in
calling a conference of both
unions, International and Indus-
trial. This proposal, unfortunately,
can lead only to further splits. Let
us say that Local 22 accepts this
proposal and calls such a confer-
ence. Let us also say that the In-
ternational will not come (and it is
certain that they will not come as
long. as the dual union policy is
continued). Then it would only be
a conference between the Indus-
trial Union and Local 22.

“How then can this lead to one
union? It would only mean that
Local 22 would split' away and
unite with the Industrial Union.
This would increase the chaos be-
cause only a section of the dress-
makers would go into the Indus-
trial Union, the other section re-
maining with the International. It
would therefore bring further splits
and not unity.

“As far as the proposal of the
G. E. B. is concerned. T believe that
th_e G. E. B. is not justified in is-
suing an ultimatum that the Indus-
trial Union must first liquidate it-
self and only after that a confer-
ence can be held on the question
of unification. The important pro-
vosal is unity and not the form.
Tf the Industrial Union Jleaders
should come out and state that in

‘‘What Is the Com-
munist Opposition?’
by B. D. WoLre

10 cents

In bundles of ten or more
T cents

WORKERS AGE
51 West 14th Street
New York City

“We should be interested in re-
maining a part of the American
labor movement, precisely be-
cause the A, F. of L. is so reac-
tionary. Those who have forgot-
ten these principles will have to
learn them again.

“We must remind those who are
proposing a class struggle policy
for the union, that you don’t mere-
ly demand from the reactionary
leadership that they carry on a
class struggle policy but that you
must organize the membership to
fight for it.”

Zimmerman also pointed out
that the form of the organization
alone would not make a union more
militant or aggressive. He showed
that the United Mine Workers, an
industrial union, had the most re-
actionary leadership which para-
lyzed the workers struggle, and
cooperated with the employers to
defeat the workers and that the
furriers union in 1926, tho a craft
organization, was revitalized by a
real leadership.

“The policy of the joint board
of the dressmakers,” he said, “must
be such as to enable us to carry on
the fight against the employers.
Don’t worry so much about the
agreement. Do the bosses carry
out all the points of the agree-
ment? Organize a stoppage. De-
mand resettlement.”
Zimmerman took up the problem
of organizing the newer elements
that have entered the industry, Ne-
gro, Spanish and other groups. All
of the elements must be drawn into
union activity.
“In connection with the struggle
agairist the out-of-town sweat-
§h.ops we must propose that the
joint board and the International
should call a conference iof all
needle trades unions to organize
and fight against those sweat-
shops. The ,dressmakers must be-
come the spearhead of the move-
ment.
“It is necessary to change the
svstem of the unioh, the structure
of the organization, to enable us
to carry on a real effective strug-
gle against the*ezllployers.”

*

Politics And The Union
Referring to the remarks of
Hochman that the question of poli-
tics could not be raised in the

accepted by all those present.

Reign of Terror
by A. Epstein
New York City

of terror has broken out,

In the Bronx Y. C. L. a reign
A new
“Enlightenment Campaign”! One
comrade, Joe Davis, has alread;

in Bronx Y. C L.

official speech before the Y. C. L.,
called for discussion on the Ger-
man situation in each unit. Where-

upon Comrade Davis took him at
his word and pointed out, during
a unit discussion, what every
thinking Communist must realize,

been expelled and everybody sus-
pected of having any sympathy for
him has been very efficiently ter-
rorized. The innocent cause of
all the trouble seems to have beer
none other than Comrade Hatha
way. Comrade Hathaway, in an

depends what kind of politics you
h_ave in mind. If we want to func-
tion as a real labor organization,
we cannot say that we will not
take part in questions that affect
the whole labor movement, ques-
tions such as the liberation of
Tom Mooney, unified action of the
workers on May First, the struggle
aaginst Fascism in Germany, de-
fense of the Scottsboro boys, etc.
It is up to us to see that all of
thqse questions are taken up in the
union in a manner that will
strengthen our organization, ex-
tend the class consciousness of our
members and make a strong mili-
tant union.”

It is interesting to note that
when Zimmerman was introduced
it was very late, and a number of
members were on their way out,
but his speech was so effective
that all of them remained with
their coats in their hands and lis-
tened to his every word.

The speech was very favorably

union, Zimmerman remarked: “It
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MARX AND AMERICA. Instru

D. Benjamin.
Five sessions on Thursdays,

orinciple thev were willing to give
up the dual union policy, then we
could get together at a conference
to take up the question of merg-
ing the two unions by taking in
fhe' members of the Industrial
Umon in a block. having new elec-
tions and recognizing those elected
as the new administration of the

Instructor: Will Herberg.

premise that there were two unions

unified organization.
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THE COMMUNIST YOUTH OPPOSITION SECTION IN THE
UNITED FRONT MAY DAY DEMONSTRATION IN NEW YORK.

that certain of the party’s tactics
in Germany were incorrect and
must be recognized as such. Com-
rade Davis, who seemed to have
had some premonition of the fact
that in the League at the pres-
ent time a discussion period is not
time to discuss, stated explicitly
that he was only presenting his view
point during a discussion period
and that he would stop talking the

(Continued on Page T)
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‘‘Free Mooney”’ Congress in Chicago

Chicago, Illinois.

As a result of the Free Tom
Mooney Congress held in Chicago
April 30-May 2, a new organization
was born in the United States—the
“NATIONAL TOM MOONEY
COUNCIL OF ACTION (A
UNITED FRONT FOR WORK-
ERS RIGHTS AND FOR THE
RIGHTS OF THE NEGRO
PEOPLE)” That this step was
taken by the overwhelming majori-
ty of the delegates present, against
the opposition and warnings of
a small minority, including the
Communist Opposition, does not in
the least prove that it was correct,
that it will bring the hoped-for re-
sults, and that it will serve to uni-
fy the struggles of the workers and
the Negro people. The Communist
Opposition, which led the fight
against converting the Mooney
Congress into anything else, de-
clared after the defeat of its pro-
posals and the adoption of the ma-
jority report that it would remain
in the newly established organiza-
tion and do everything in its pow-
er to build and develop it. This
by no means is to be taken as
meanins uncritical and unreserved
support. The Communist Opposi-
tion states very frankly that on
the basis of the manner in which
the entire arrangement was put
thru, the change in the nature of
the Congress from the purpose for
which it was originally called, the
manner in which the Congress was
conducted, the undemocratic meth-
ods used and the refusal to give

Communist Opposition Fights Strangling
Movement Thru C. P. Sectarianism

er it will overcome the errors made
at the Congress itself.
* %* %

The Character Of The Congress

The report of the credentials
committee showed approximately
one thousand delegates present
from almost 700 organizations.
This was a lower figure than the
most sober estimates of the or-
ganizers of the Congress, in spite
of the last-minute instructions to
“double and triple the number of
delegates” which went out from
the Chicago office. The real weak-
ness of the Congress was shown
in the figure of only 114 local
unions of the American Federation
of Labor, only four locals or
branches of the Socialist Party,
and a few scattered non-Commu-
nist organizations here and there.
The bulk of the delegates came
from the left organizations, large-

ly organizations controlled or in-
fluenced by the Communist Par-
ty. It was obviously not a Con-
gress representative of the Amer-
ican working class. It was not
even representative of that sec-
tion of the American working class
which was willing to struggle in a
militant manner for the liberation
of Tom Mooney. The Congress
was far too narrow even for an
effective Free Mooney movement,
let alone for a “united front for
workers rights and for the rights
of the Negro people”. Estimating
the composition of the Congress,
the delegation from the Commu-
nist Party (Opposition) proposed
the following motion:

“This Congress considers itself
as only preliminary. One of its
main tasks should be to set up the
machinery and representative com-
mittees for the organization of a

monster FREE MOONEY CON-
GRESS in the near future to set in
motion the entire American work-
ing class in the fight for the free-
dom of Tom Mooney. For this pur-
pose the bodies elected by this
Congress shall approach labor and
liberal organizations in an effort
to secure agreement and united ac-
tion.”

It is obvious to any objective
and non-factional participant in the
Congress that this was the only
road the Congress could take
which would bring any positive re-
sults. The majority of the dele-
gates, however, influenced by the
leadership of the Communist Par-
ty, were deaf tc persuasion and
blind to facts. They substituted
their own enthusiasm and desires
for reality, were goaded on by a
sort of hysteria worked up by the
leadership of the Congress, and

minority opinion representation on
the committee of action, it has ser-
ious misgivings as to the future
work of the Council of Action. It
therefore reserves for itself full
freedom of criticism and action and
declares that the exact nature of
the support we will extend will de-
pend entirely on the future activi-
ties of the Council, and on wheth-

Trade unionists!

employers? Wake up! Make

Workers!
you going to let this “stupidity” of the labor
leaders to continue to play into the hands of the

real weapons of defense against the bosses!

A CHALLENGE!

“LABOR—Organized labor now has the
chance of a generation to fix wages into the
general scheme of production costs and to
promote collective bargaining, Labor leaders
do not seem to see it, however. You, as em-

April 29, 1933.

How long are

your unions into
Act!

ployer, seem safe in assuming continuing
stupidity of labor.”
— Kiplinger Washington Letter

Make your unions powerful and militant or-

ganizations to win better conditions of life!
Take up the cynical challenge of the bosses!

tolerated only with great exasper
ation the expression of any differ-
ences of opinion on this or other
matters.

*x % *

How The Congress Was Run
The first two and one half days
of the Congress were extremely
wasteful. Only at 4 o’clock in the
afternoon of the final day of the
Congress did the resolutions com-
mittee report and the discussion
and action on the report of the
resolutions committee, the election
of a Committee of Action and re-
lated matters were compressed into
a single short session of the Con-
gress. This was due entirely to
the manner in which the Congress
was organized., The reports dealt
not with specific proposals or a
program of action but were agita-
tional, inspirational, ballyhoo. The
discussion on these reports, which
contined for two and one half days,
followed, with some exceptions,
the tone set by the reports. Not
until the afternoon of the second
day was the resolutions committee
elected, beginning its work on the
morning of the last day. In spite
of this, an effort was made to have
the Congress adjourn on May 1st,
but this was defeated.

With the election of the resolu-
tions committee, it became clear
that the leaders of the Congress,
the leaders of the Communist Par-
ty, had no real intention of con-
ducting the Congress in a demo-
cratic and representative manner.
It was agreed that the presidium,
which had been elected without any
opposition, should propose nomina-
tions for this committee, then
nominations were to be made from
the floor, and the final committee
elected from all those nominated.
But this was not adhered to. Only
two nominations were permitted
from the floor, after which a me

(Continued on page 6)

Militancy Winsin Ft. Wayne

Chamber Of Labor Elects New Leadership Standing
al1%0% For Workers—Big Drives Under Way

by A Reporter

Fort Wayne, Indiana.

Just as the first batch of men
were being put to work on the
scrip plan and their illusions about
getting 50c an hour for a 30-hour
week were being shattered, a
change of administration _took
place in the Chamber of Labor
here that was sponsoring this
scrip plan scheme. The scrip plan
had been the chief hobby of the
former officials of the organiza-
tion and, altho at best the scheme
could put only very few to work,
it was the sole topic allowed be-
fore the membership. Indeed, some
officers even said that taking up
relief grievances of the jobless
was not the business of the Cham-
ber of Labor!

By the time the first batch of
workers had gone to work and
had struck the wvery first day
against a 9-hour day for $3.00 there
was already a new administration
to back them in their fight.

FElections came up to fill two va-
cancies on the executive board.
The chairman of the meeting, one
of the champions of the scrip and
barter scheme and justly suspect-
ed of being hand in hand with the
Chamber of Commerce, objected
to elections because he felt the
sentiment of the membership
against him. A motion to postpone
was defeated and nominations
made and then the chairman tried
to defeat the will of the member-
ship with all sorts of constitution-
al tricks. DBut these didn’t get
him anywhere either. Finally, two
workers, Conner and Wyborn,
were chosen. They had been
active in the unemployed move-

ment and their interest in the
workers cause was known. This
enraged the leadership of the

Chamber of Labor and they made
one more attempt to keep these
workers out of the executive and
even out of the organization itself
by proposing a gag law, an amend-
ment to constitution which would

rejected unanimously and even the
maker of the motion voted against
it. Thereupon the old otficers
handed in their resignations one
by one. Their places were filled
by workers who stated that they
were 1009% for labor. The new
president, Roy Likens, promised
to carry out the will of the mem-
bership and made a special invi-
tation for colored workers and wo-
men to join.and be active.
A meeting of women was held
on April 12. The president greet-
ed the gathering of over 80 wo-
men. The preamble of the Cham-
ber of Labor and the constitution
and by-laws of the Women’s Aux-
iliary were taken up. Miss Stolver,
a member of the organization,
gave a talk on the importance of
women organizing shoulder to
shoulder with men. She also point-
ed out the necessity of establish-
ing an organization of young peo-
ple in Fort Wayne. Thirty-eight
women joined the organization.
On Friday afternoon, April 14,
a meeting of the unemployed was
held. The organizer of the Cham-
ber of Labor, Mr., Conner, pre-
sented a program of demands to
relieve the conditions of the job-
less. There are plans under way
to organize the youth into the
Chamber of Labor.

The Chamber of Labor has gone
on record in favor of Federal un-
employment insurance.

Fort Wayne, Ind.

The largest crowd that had ever
turned out to a Chamber of La-
bor meeting came to hear Herbert
Zam speak on “The Tasks of the
Labor Movement”. On Friday
evening, March 21, over 600 work-
ers listened attentively and ap-
plauded as the speaker repeatedly
stressed the necessity of the work-
ers and farmers of this country
building a party of their own, a La-
bor party. He pointed out that
only a strong and well-organized
labor movement could meet the
blows of capital and begin to hit
back. For this task the working
class must be united regardless of

prevent members from defending
their views. The amendment was

race, creed, religion or present po-

What Is This

. |
Confusion? |

In the May Day Manifesto of
the Communist International pub-
lished in the “Daily Worker” of
Sunday, April 30, we read:

“Now we need united front
from below, not negotiations
with top leaders! . .. Only a
united front from below will
guarantee the successful fulfil-
ment of the central task of the
world workers movement at the
present time.”

What does this mean? Does it
mean that the sharp turn in pol-
icy, inaugurated in the March 6
Manifesto of the Communist In-
ternational, and greeted so enthu-
siastically by the masses of Com-
munist Party members and mili-
tant workers, is now to be nullified
and Communist tactics be changed
back to the crass sectarianism of
the dark days of the “third per-
iod?” In the March 6 Manifesto,
the Communist International urged
its affiliated sections to begin ne-
gotiations with the Central Com-
mittees of the Socialist Parties,
that is, with the “top leaders”.
The Communist Party of the U. S.
A. recently published an appeal to
the A. F. of L. Executive Council
and to the National Committee of
the S. P., among others, urging
negotiations for a wunited front
against Fascism and reaction. As
a matter of fact, while the above
words were being printed, the C.
P. leaders were negotiating with
the “top leaders” of the S. P. for
a joint May Day demonstration in
New York.

Is all this now going to be re-
pudiated?

From the very beginning, we
warned against the danger of a re-
lapse into the worst sectarianism.
The superficial character of the
recent new turn, the failure to car-
ry this turn in tactics thru to its
logical conclusion, made this dan-
ger very serious. It seems now
as if this danger is turning into
an actual menace.

Communist Party members!

by Jack Ellenberg

Boston, Mass.

The workers of the shoe and
leather industries in the New Eng-
land states are in the grip of bat-
ter struggles: against the shoe
manufacturers. For the first time
in many years, New England is
witnessing such heroic struggles as
are taking place today. As a result
of these battles, thousands of
workers, men and women, young
and old, of various nationalities are
flocking into the National Shoe
Workers Association,

* ¥ X
The Conditions In The Shoe
Industry

As part of the general crisis in
the Umnited States, with the con-
tinual decline in prices, the shoe
and leather industries are facing
a chaotic condition. The cut-throat
competition, raging among the
shoe manufacturers, is being car-
ried thru at the expense of the
shoe workers, thru many wage-
cuts and long hours. The shoe
and leather industries are operating
on piece-work basis. Piece-work
is a form of voluntary speed-up. It
is shocking, almost unbelievable,
to learn that an experienced shoe
worker, who has given away his
best years to learn making shoes,
is now earning on the average of
$10 to $12 per week. Girls are
forced to slave for $2 and $3 per
week. The humiliating yellow-dog
contract has long been employed
by manufacturers as a means of
chaining the khoe workers and
preventing them from resisting the
merciless attack of the bosses.

No woner the shoe workers re-
belled.

* % *

The Course Of The Struggle

party slide back into the swamps
of sectarianism! Don’t let the
new turn be scrapped! Insist that
the united front tactics be saved

The walk-out was to a large ex-{(J

Shoe Workers Rise in N. E.

Causes Of Great Strike Wave—Role Of Communist
Opposition—The N.S.W.A. Faces The Future

tent spontaneous. The more con-
scious elements among the shoe
workers were bewildered and sur-
prised at the wonderful response
of the shoe workers to the call for
a general strike.

The revolt started with the shoe
workers in Lynn and spread like
wildfire to other shoe centers such
as Boston, Chelsea, Salem and
Stoneham, under the leadership of
the National Shoe Workers Asso-
ciation. The struggle did not stop
with the shoe workers but spread
to heel-coverers and leather work-
ers of Lynn and Peabody under
the 'eadership of the N..S. W. A.

In Lynn and Peabody the strug-
gles are sharper, .the clashes more
numerous. Bitter fights between
the strikers and scabs and police
who are protecting the a, are tak-
ing piace frequently. Tins strikes
in the cities of Lynn ana Peabody
are assuming sucn serious propor-
tions 1hat the use of clubs and tear-
gas bombs 1s a daily o.cureace.
Pubuc opinion is ail uu the side
of ine strikers with a result that a
¢ t.ens Committee and .he Mayor
cf PLabody have invited the boss-
es, 'he union and repicsentatives
of the strikers in an cifoit 1o set-
tie tnc strike, The bosscs who
have hitherto 1eiused to discuss
with the union concerning a settle-
ment, were forced to recognize the
union and grant the demands of
the strikers.

New England will cease to be
an open-shop center as far as the
shoe workers are concerned, if
the N. S. W. A. will succeed in
unionizing these giant leather fac-
tories and the manufacturers know
it. Thus, the bitterness and dura-
tion of the struggle can easily be
understood.

The Boot, Shoe and the Leather
Workers Tudustrial Union (the T.
. U. L. union—editor) is com-
pletely out of the picture. The
Shoe Workers Protective Union
has succeeded in injecting itself
in the strike situation in spite of
the betrayal of its leadership in
1929, The strikes in Haverhill,

Militant workers! Don’t let the

litical opinion,

labor struggle!

and applied on all fields of the

(Continued on Page T)
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Fascism, the U.S.S. R. and the C. L.

Berlin, Germany.

It is intelligible enough that
now, with the German working
class subjected to the awful mar-
tyrdom of the Fascist dictatorship,
the question should arise, partly
in hope and partly in despair:
“What can the Soviet Union do
for us? What is the Soviet Union
doing for us?” Nor is it supris-
ing that, in what remains of the
German Social-democratic press
and in the Social-democratic papers
thruout the world, the same ques-
tion appears in a mocking tone:
“What is the Soviet Union doing
for you now?”. The bourgeois and
reformist papers maliciously dis-
tort and misrepresent every dec-
laration of the Soviet government
about “normal and peaceful rela
tions” with Hitler Germany. and in
this they are aided by the official
Nazi propaganda. The Trotsky-
ites are also busy scattering dark
hints about the “duty” of the Red
Army in Germany. No wonder
that great confusion reigns on the
question of the relations between
Fascist Germany and the Soviet
Union

*« *x *

Some Basic Distinctions

As Communists we must ana-
lyze the problem independently of
the special interests of the Com-
munist moverent in Germany; we
must exanune it from the stand-
point of the international and gen-
eral interests of the Communist
world movement, undisturbed by
vague hopes or feelings of des-
pair.
que.iions: (1) What can and must
be the attitude of the Soviet Union
towaid Hitler Germany? (2) What
are the tasks facing the Commu-
nist Party of the Soviet Union as
a cection of the Communist In-
ternationai?

These questions must be kept
apart very strictly. The distinction
between the Soviet Union as a so-

FASCISM IS SMASHING
THE UNIONS

(Continued from Page 1)

zations and standards, is only be-
ginning. It is a matter of concern
to the workers of all lands. To the
degree that labor is weakened and
capitalist reaction strengthened in
Germany, to that degree will labor
all over the world suffer in its
struggle with capital. For this
reason it is necessary for the work-
ers and trade unionists in the Unit-
ed States to raise their voices in
protest against what is happening
to their brothers in Germany and
to organize to help the victims of
the Fascist terror. President
Green of the American Federation
of Labor has already voiced his
protest against the union-smashing
activities of the Fascists in Ger-
many. But more than talk is ne-
cessary. President Green should
call a conference of trade unions
and other' labor organizations to
aid the German workers. The A.
F. of L., also should take the ini-
tiative in having a world confer-
ence of trade union organizations
called to organize an internation-
al struggle against Germ Fas-
cism. The German workers are
crying out in their torture! There
is no time to lose in coming to
their aid!

x %k =%
Labor Must Speak Up!

The Labor Section of the Can-
adian Cooperative Commonwealth
Federation, composed of trade
unions, Socialist Party, Independ-
ent Labor Party and Labor Party
groups, educational societies, etc.,
etc., in the. province of Ontario,
went on record, on April 23, 1933,
scoring the Nazi attacks on the
trade unions and urging united
trade union protest and action
against it in the United States and
Canada. Other labor organizations
are taking similar action.

The National Committee of the
Communist Party (Opposition) has
ratified the expulsion of J. Gold-
man, former member of the Bronx
(New York) branch, because of his
publicly expressed anti-Soviet po-
sition, incompatible with member-
ship in any Communist organiza-

Soberly we must face two'

In Series: Fascism and the Soviet Union

cialist state in a capitalist envir-
onment and the C. P. S. U. as a
member of the Communist world
party, is no mere diplomatic fic-
t:on. The distinction is especially
important from the international
Communist viewpoint. The dis-
tinction here is not that between
the “national” interests of the
Soviet Union and the international
interests of Communism, as the
bourgeois and the Social-democrat-
ic press try to make out and as the
Trotskyites chime in. The distinc-
tion'is between the policy of Com-
munism which is in possession of
the state power and has to defend
it, on the one hand, and Commu-
nism which has still to win the
state power, on the other. There
is, of course, no difference in
principle between the two; but
there is a great difference in con-
.tcte policy, in the application of
the same fundamental principles
to different situations. Whatever
is valid today for the Soviet Union,
will be quite valid tomorrow for
any other country, in which the
working class, led by the Com-
nist Party, takes power!

We, the Communist Opposition,
have always vigorously objected
to the false and illegitimate trans-
ference of methods applicable to a
country in which Communism is
in power to the struggle of the
Communist parties in countries in
which the workers still have to
fight for power; in brief, we have

by A. P.

always sharply condemned the
fashioning of the international
Communist movement according
to the Russian model. But, just as
decisively, do we oppose the equal-
ly false conception that the policy!
of the Soviet Union must be me-
chanically subordinated to the in-
terests of the revolutionary strug-
gle against the Fascist dictatorship.
It is false and dangerous to re-
gard the Communist movement
outside of the Soviet Union as
merely an appendage and auxil-
iary to the Soviet Union. The
Communist  Parties outside the
U. S. S. R. can and must defend
the Soviet Union by leading the
struggle against their own master
classes on the basis of the specific
class relations and conditions of
the class struggle in each country.
It would be just as false and just
as dangerous to demand that the
policies of the Soviet Union be
subordinated to the special condi-
tions and necessities of the revo-
lutionary struggie against the Hit-
ler dictatorship in Germany. The
one no more than the other is in-

ternationalism; both propose a “na-
tional” policy, which means giv-
ing up the standpoint of Commu-
nism in general, which is nothing

naturally very painfui to many
Communist workers in Germany
suffering under the awful terror
ot the Nazi Brown-Shirt hordes.
But, painful or not, this viewpoint
corresponds to the interests of the
Communist world movement, and
therefore, in the last analysis, also
to the interests of the revolution-
ary struggle of the working class

in Germany.
* & &

The Tasks Of The U.S.S.R.

The essential point here which
must be placed supreme from the
interests both of the Communist
world movement and of the Sov-
iet Union is: Above everything
else, the Soviet Union must main-
tain the proletarian state power
intact. The proletarian state pow-
er in the Soviet Union must be
strengthened and consolidated and,
under no circumstances, .endang-
ered. This must be the guiding
line of Soviet policy in the inter-
ests of the international Commu-
nist movement as a whole.

How is this policy is carried out
concretely cannot be determined
by our wishes, hopes or fantasies
but must depend upon the con-
crete situation of international
politics as a whole, that is, upon
the relation between the Soviet
Union to the imperialist powers
and upon the state of affairs in the

if not international.
The recognition of this fact .is

international class struggle. .
These questions we will consid-
er in the following article.

——

For A United Labor Front Against Capitalism!

THE SOCIALIST PARTY AND THE UNITED FRONT

As long as the official Commu-
nist movement violently rejected
the tactics of the wunited front, in
form and in content, it was very
easy indeed for the Socialist lead-
ers, in Germany and in the Unit-
ed States, as elsewhere, to parade
around virtuously as the true
champions of unity and united la-
bor action. But the recent new
turn in official Communist policy
on the united front, in which the
phraseology if not the essence of
the traditional Communist tactics’
of united action were readopted,
has at least had this effect that it
has punctured’ the pretensions of
the right wing Socialist leaders on
this field and has exposed them
completely as the bitter enemies of
any sort of labor unity whatever,
short of unity within the Socialist
movement. The sectarianism of
the official Communist Party is
bad enough but at least it is ani-
mated by a revolutionary purpose;

tion.

the crass sectarianism of the So-
cialist party has no such redeem-
ing feature. It is essentially a
means of defense against revolu-
tionary vigor; it is the mechanism
by' which the hopelessly reformist
chiefs of the S. P. hope to establish
a cordon sanitaire, a blockade

around the Socialist workers to
prevent them from being “contam-
inated” with the virus of Commu-,
nism! .

+ % x
The S..ialist International And
United Front

As usual the cue has come from
the experienced politicians of the
Secialist International, those artful
dodgers whose skill in crawling
out of any situation threatening a
shift of forces to the left, has nev-
er been sufficiently appreciated. On
February 19, 1033, the Executive
of _the Socialist Labor Inter-
national (S.L.I.) addressed a gen-
eral unity appeal to the Commu-
nist Intcrnational, in the fond ex-
pectation that it would meet with
nothing but slander, abuse and rav-
ing about the “united front froin
below”, quite in the customary
style of the C. 1. in the last four
or five years. Imagine the embar-
rassement of the S.L.I. chiefs when
the Executive of the C. I. instead
issued the now well known mani-
festo on March 6, which. in spite
of all the very grave shortcomings
noted by us, was a big step in the

by H. W.

tion of the necessity of the tactics
of the united front. The bluff of |
the S. L. I. had been called and
the spokesmen of the Socialist In-
ternational were now faced with
the embarrasing job of getting out
of their own proposal for united
action. In the brief statement is-
sued by the S. L. I. the following
are the ‘“reasons” raised for re-
jecting the advances of the Com-
munists: (1) the C. I. has placed
“conditions” in its appeal for the
united front; (2) the C. I. is not
sincerely after an “honest and loy-
al agreement” and has, in fact,
“thrown insults at the Socialist par-
ties” in its very manifesto; and (3) |
only negotiations between the two
Internationals can lead to anything
and, until these negotiations bear
fruit,» nothing can be done in any
country.

x 4 %
‘tne Objectivns Examined

It is noc difficult to see that the
first objection is an objection to
the united front as such. Obvious-
ly a united front can be formed
only on the basis of a program of
action, in other words, on the basis
of “conditions.” Of course, this
program of action must be such
as to be readily acceptable to the
organizations embraced and, if the
objection of the S. L. I. were mere-
ly to the character of the program
of action proposed by the C. I.,
it would have been another matter
entirely. But the S. L. I. objects

I Accuse!” I
|
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right direction, a definite recogni-

to any program of action at all!
What does it want the united front
block or alliance to be formed on,
on mutual admiration or expres-
sions of “loyalty” and “confi-
dence?”

The second objection is not only
just as groundless but it certainly
does no credit to the Socialists.
‘I'he very people were ready to
make an_alliance with the Jesuits
of the Catholic Center party in
Germany are beset with scruples
about the ‘sincerity’ and ‘loyalty’ of
the Communists! Are we expected
to believe that the experienced
politicians who head the S. L. I.
have not yet learned the element-
ary political truth that in_politics
subjective feelings and estimations
play no role in the face of objec-
tive class necessities? If we are
to wait for a united front until the
Socialist and Communist leaders
embrace each other in mutual con-
fidence and affection, - then the
have a very long time to wait in-
deed! The burning need of the
moment is for a united labor front
against reaction and it is no more
than the most threadbare evasion
to declare that this cannot be
achieved because Otto Bauer does
not trust Stalin, or Morris Hill-
quit has no confidence in William
Z. Foster! .

The argument as to “abuse” is
surely a shameless fraud. We, on
our part, have always objected to
the official Communist method of
abuse instead of argument in fight-
ing political opponents. But it can-
not be said that the C. I. appeal
for a united front was abusive.
What the S. L. I. objects to un-
der the head of “insults” is the per-
fectly proper criticism of the poli-
cies of the Social-democracy con-
tained in the C. I. document. To
demand an end to such criticism
means to demand the disarmament
of the Communist Party against
reformism; it means a “non-aggres-
sion pact” in the worst sense of
the term. Indeed, we, on our part,
have criticized the C. I. for mak-
ing too many concessions to So-
cial-democracy on this head, for
pledging the cessation of criticism
once a united front is achieved. But
the whole idea of a united front
is precisely a block of organiza-
tions for a given objective, allow-
ing the fullest freedom of political
criticism and propaganda on all
questions, provided the decisions
of the united front bodies are loy-

ally carried out. Who will be loy-
al or disloyal from this viewpoint
can only be learned thru experi-
ence and the Communists are ready
to stand the test!

It is perfectly true, finally, that
a really effective united front
movement must culminate in an in-
ternational agreement but, just for
that reason, it must begin in the
individual countries. To insist that
no steps towards consolidating the
ranks of labor are to be taken un-
til international agreements mature
in the future, is to condemn the
German proletariat-to inaction pre-
cisely at the time when Fascismi is
consolidating its power and when
proletarian resistance would be
most effective. In other countries
of the world, the danger is funda-
mentally the same, if not as acate.

It should be noted that even this
diplomatic rejection of the uniied
front on the part of the Executive
of the S. L. I. proved too “‘con-
ciliatory” for the leaders of the
German Social-democracy. One of
the public reasons for Otto Wels's
shameful resignation from the Ex-
ecutive of the Socialist Interna-
tional was that the S. L. I. had
:ven considered the possibility of
a united front with the Commu-
nists, thus “damaging the posiiion”
of the German Social-democratic
Party, that is, compromising the
belly-crawling “Socialist” leaders
who are trying to make good their
capitulation to Hitler.

* * x

Hillquit Echoes The S. L. I.

There is nothing the least bit
original in the trickery with which
Hillquit and his friends are coun-
tering the very weak united front
moves of the official C. P. today.
The attitude of the New York and
Chicago Socialist Party chiefs to
the Mooney and Scottsboro cam-
paigns must surely turn the least
sensitive of Socialist stomachs and
their conduct in connection with a
united May Day demonstration is
positively unspeakable. And un-
der what pretext? “Falsehood”
and “insults” on the part of the
Communists! The “Daily Worker”
blamed Green, Woll and Kaufman
for the murderous attack upon the
left wing fur leaders and there-
fore—mind you, thereforel—the
Socialist Party cannot join in with
the C. P, the C. P. L. A, the 1.
W. W, etc,, to celebrate May Day
together, or organize the defense
of Mooney and the Scottsboro
boys! And the people who make
such arguments are the first to
charge others with “insincerity”!

The gross sectarianism of the S.
P. expresses itself not only in a
blanket ¥ejection of lany united
front proposals coming from the
Communists but also in the official
recognition by the S. P, of the
now discredited official Commu-
nist Party tactics of the “unit-
ed front around the party.” In
the good old days of the *third
period”, the C. P. spokesmen used
to shout (and the echoes have not
yet died away!): “The only united
front possible is a united front
around the Communist Party, a
united front of the Communist
Party and party-controlled or sym-
pathetic organizations.” Of course
this form of unnatural relation is
no united front at all for the very
essence of the united front, the
very purpose of its being, is the
formation of an alliance or block of
labor organizations of different
political views,

What the official Communist Par-
ty is beginning to discard, at least
in words, the Socialist officials are
picking up and refurbishing for
their own use! The S. P. of New
York, imitated by S. P. organiza-
tions in other cities, is stumbling
all over itself calling “Labor and
Socialist conferences” consisting
exclusively of its own organiza-
tions. Indeed, all efforts are made,
and strong-arm methods are not
scorned, to keep out organizations
of other political views, no matter
how important or how genuine
these organizations may be! And
it is in these narrow, utterly sec-
tarian gatherings that the unity of
the workers is to be expressed!
'What is the “Continental Con-
gress” but a reformist variety of
the old “united front” conferences
the C. P. used to call “around the

party?”’
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The Negro and Communism

One of the questions that is per-
sistently flung at the radical who
appeals to the Negroes to join
white workers in a revolutionary
struggle against capitalism, is:
“What guarantee have we that,
once in power, -the Communists
will not forget us, betray us?” The
following representative quotations
well define the point at issue:

“Even assuming a great pro-
letarian revolt, uniting black
and white workers, to snatch
power from the capitalists, what
reason is there to suppose that
white supremacy will not begin
to assert itself. . . ?” (George
S. Schuyler, in August 1932
“Opportunity”).

“Black brothers, how would
you welcome a dictatorship of
this proletariat” (referring to
white workers who had just
forced some black workers out
of jobs)? (W. E. B. DuBois, in
July 1932, “The Crisis™).

) There scems to be a tendency
in some quarters to dismiss these
objections as impertinent, as signs
of bad intention. This is a great
mistake, I think. The argument is
really a serious one and well de-
serves thoughtful consideration.

The conduct of the backward
white workers in the United States
(and the big bulk of the workers
are backward) is certainly not such
as to reassure the Negro masses.
These white workers, . together
with the farmers, make up the
lynch mobs; keep in power the poi-
sonous  “lily-white” demagogues
and politicians in the South, bar the
colored laborers from the trade
unions and thus drive them into al-
most inevitable scabbery. After all,
then, why should the Negro look
with enthusiasm to a situation in
which these very workers and
farmers will be ‘invested with su-
preme power? Just because the
Communists declare themselves
against race discrimination and
promise complete equality for the
colored man? But the Negro is
only too well acquainted with the
broken promises of white political
organizations, given to him when
his help was needed and then
promptly forgotten. Why should
the Negro believe the Communist
pledges any more than the pledges
of the Republican party which, tqo,
were once given in sincerity but
are now a hollow mockery? This
is the way the question poses itself
to a great many thoughtful Negro
radicals.

* x »
Revolution And Peonage In The
South

However plausible it may sound,
this line of argument seems to me,
nevertheless, to be completely false
at all points. I propose to examine
very sketchily some aspects of this
problem from the point of view of
Marxism.

The American Negro is oppres-
sed, disfranchised, mistreated, dis-
criminated against and deprived of
rights, precisely because he has
never been completely emancipated
economically from his slavery, in
so far as the emancipation of the

ed and the possibility of real social
and political freedom and equality
established.

* * *
Race Prejudice And Bourgeois
Ideology
Sociologically considered, race

prejudice is essentially the justifi-
cation, thru rationalization, of the
Negro’s inferior social and econ-
omic status in the present Amer-
ican scheme of things; as such, it
naturally comes to form an integ-
ral element of the prevalent ideol-
ogy of this country.

The average American worker
of today is indeed dominated by
race prejudice but this precisely
because he shares completely the
fundamental views of official capi-
talist society at all points, because
he is backward, because he does
not understand his own class po-
sition and his own class interests,
because he thinks in terms of cur-
rent conventions and prejudices,
because, in short, he is bourgeois-
minded! To the degree that the
American worker forges ahead out
of his backwardness, to the degree
that he becomes radicalized, to the
degree that he sheds his capitalistic
ideas and grows class conscious,
to that degree does he free himself
also from the nightmare of race
prejudice. Is it just accidental

that precisely the radical unions,

by Will Herberg

the unions that recognize the class
struggle in one form or another,
have opened their doors wide to
Negro workers on the basis of
equality? The I. W. W. unions,

the Socialist unions, the Commu-;

nist unions, all teach the same les-
son: advancing class conscious-
ness, because it dissipates the fog
of bourgeois economic and social
prejudice, also undermines the
foundations of a race prejudice that
seems almost unconquerable.

The same problem may be re-
garded from another angle. It
may be readily admitted that, were
power suddenly to fall into the
hands of the mass of American
workers at this moment, there
might be some ground for anxiety
on the part of the Negroes. But
to approach the question from
such an utterly artificial standpoint
seems to me to miss the whole sig-
nificance of the mechanics of revo-
lution. It is the very backward-
ness of the workers today that
keeps them from taking hold of
political power. On the other hand,
the very process thru which the
backward, unrevolutionary work-
ers clarify themselves as to their
class interests, the very process
thru which they are rendered class

Workers Rule and Race Prejudice

conscious, are radicalized and
brought to the point of a mass
struggle for power, this very pro-
cess is simultaneously a process
. thru which these workers are purg-
‘ed of their race prejudice, thru
, which their whole outlook and
spirit are changed. Karl Marx re-
peatedly emphasized that the pro-
cess of revolution involves not
only an “external” change of so-
cial structure and functioning but
implies likewise an “inner” trans-
formation, a revolution in the “hu-
man nature” of the masses:

“A revolution is needed not
only because there is no other
way to overthrow a ruling class
but also because the class that
does the overthrowing is able
only thru a revolution to cleanse
itself of all the filth of the old
regime and thus to become cap-
able of building up a new so-
ciety.”

In this “filth of the old regime”,
of which the American working
class will free itself thru revolu-
tion, is certainly included the poi-
sonous filth of race prejudice!

* kX %

Let Us Learn From Russia!

This whole line of argument is
not ‘‘merely” theoretical. It has
been completely substantiated by
one of the most stupendous his-
torical experiments ever carried

The Struggle For Chinese Unity And Freedom

We publish below the speech. of
Soong Ching-ling, the widow of
Sun Yat-sen, delivered at a recent
anti-imperialist meeting in Shan-
ghai after the fall of Jehol to the
Japanese. The sentiments of Mme.
Sun Yat-sen reflect the attitude of
the best sections of the Chinese
nationalist petty bourgeoisie, the
natural ally of the Chinese.prole-
tariot in the struggle for social and
national emancipation.—Editor.

* % X

Before reviewing the conditions
in China, I should like to make a
few remarks about the internation-
al situation today. The world
crisis of capitalism becomes ever
deeper. Workers and peasants
starve; the middle class is ruined;
banks and business concerns crash.
Only in the U.S.S.R. is there an
entirely different picture. Unem-
ployment is abolished; industry
and agriculture are developed on a
socialist basis; exploitation is done
away with; the cultural and eco-
nomic level of the masses is being
raised. The Five-Year Plan is a
huge success. Vainly some capital-
ist countries are trying to adopt
certain features of the Five-Year
Plan for themselves. But they can-

chattel slave is possible in capital-
istic society.
elsewhere ““The Civil War in New
Perspective”, in the “Modern
Quarterly”, Summer 1932), the
failure of the Civil War to ac-
complish more than a half-emanci- |
pation condemned the Negro farm-)
er, then substantially the whole
Negro people, to a semi-servile
condition and this status of in-|
feriority he brought with him when'
he came into industrv later on. Up-
on this foundation of economic
subjection, the whole edifice of so-
cial and political subjection has
heen reared; destroy the basis and
the superstructure is no longer so
firm!

Now, if there is one thing a
working class revolution in this
country is absolutely certain to do,
if only in the barest interests of
§e1_f-defense and self-maintenance,
it is to destroy in the most radi-
cal manner the antiquated and op-
pressive conditions of Southern
agriculture, to confiscate and na-
tionalize the land of the planters
and other exploiters and to distri-
bute it, in large part at least,
among the actual cultivators of the
soil. In this way, the very roots
of the caste subjection of the

As I have shown!

American Negro will be eradicat-

not succeed because the laws of
capitalist production, the rule of
the bourgeoisie, prevent it. Only
the working class, in alliance with
the peasantry ,can build the so-
cialist society .

The more precarious the exist-
ence of capitalism becomes, the
more vicious becomes the ruling
class against the workers and peas-
ants. Fascism is spreading in
Europe as the last desperate at-
tempt of the bourgeoisie to main-
tain the existence of a bankrupt
system by brutal terror.

The greater the antagonism be-
tween the imperialist powers, the
greater the enmity against the
U.S.8.R. becomes, the greater be-
come the preparations for new im-
perialist world wars, for wars of
aggression against the colonial and
semi-colonial countries, for a new
war of intervention against the
U.S..SR. ’

* %k ok

Famine And Oppression In China

With this international back-
ground in view, how are the con-
ditions in China? Economically,
the workers are unemployed or
starving with miserable wages,
long hours, no protection. Peas-
ants suffer, starve and are robbed

by Soong Ching-ling

by high rents, interest rates aad
taxes. They have not sufficient
tand and groan under the teudal
exploitation of landlords and gen-
try. ‘they suffer from the general
warfare and the marauding armies
of the war-lords. Politically, there
is no right of free speech and free
press, no right of assembly and
organization. Radicals and revolu-
tionaries are imprisoned, tortured
and killed. Culturally there is no
money for education of the people,
because 90% of the budget is swal-
lowed up by war-lords and the dif-
ferent governments for the main-
tenance of their armies.

All these conditions are aggra-
vated by the war of Japanese im-
perialism against China. How is it
possible that Japan can wage a
war against China? There are
two reasons. First, Japanese im-
perialism is assisted by imperialist
England and France, who also aim
at further dismemberment of Chi-
na. The League of Nations has
given Japan a free hand, making
only such reservations which aim
at guarding the imperialist robber
interests of the other powers and
at the deception of their own and
the Chinese people. The second
reason lies in China herself. The
Chinese people want resistance
against Japanese and every other
imperialism. The Kuomintang gov-
ernment stifles this resistance by
suppression of boycott, sabotage
of the volunteers and abolition of
the democratic rights of the peo-
ple. The main forces of the coun-
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WHO ARE THE ENEMIES OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE?

try are employed not to fight
against the Japanese but against
the Chinese people, the workers
and peasants of China. The lead-
ership of the armies of China is in
the hands of reactionary and
treacherous generals.

* * *
The Treason Of The Reactionaries
Who “defended” Jehol? The

“opium general,” Tang Yu-lin. He
opened the gates of China to the
Japanese invaders! He left the vol-
unceers in the ditch without arms
and supplies. He scabbed his own
soldiers in the back. Who is re-
sponsible for this treason? First,
it is Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang,
who was then the superior of the
“op.um general” and who, by his
theory of ‘“non-resistance,” gave
the basis for the treason, which
was further helped by insufficient
preparation. Second, it is the
Nanking government. Why? This
government employs its main
forces against the Chinese people;
it puts into command such treach-
erous generals and prevents their
removal; it prevents the arming
of the people and the organization
of volunteer military detachments
for the waging of the national-rev-
olutionary war against Japanese
imperialism.

Now even members of the Nan-
king government raise the cry:
“Death to Tang Yu-lin!” We agree
but doubt that Nanking will shoot
him. He should have been shot
long ago. But did not Mr. T. V.
Soong declare a few weeks ago that
the suggestion that Tang Yu-lin is
on the Japanese side of the fence
was an insult to the nation? As for
Chang Hsueh-liang, he was very
brave in arresting students and
workers. He was very brave in-
deed in disarming the defeated sol-
diers of Jehol, to preserve “peace
and order.” Did he not leave Man-
churia with his army, leaving the
fighting to the volunteers? Fight-
ing is against his will and real in-
tention. He would also open the
gates of Peking and Tientsin to the
Japanese. So Chang Hsueh-liang
is responsible for the treachery of
Tang Yu-in; only when the
Chinese people overcome the trea-
son of their leaders will China live.

And now the Nanking govern-
ment, the so-called Central Author-
itv? The time has come when the
phrases about “prolonged resist-
ance,” etc., carnot hide any more

(Continued on Page T)

thru on earth. I am astonished
that Negro social thinkers in this
country have paid so little atten-
tion to the recent history of the
Jews in Russia; the lessons and
analogies are so obvious and so
significant. In the old Russia of
the Czars, the Jews were a sub-
ject and despised race, very much
as are the Negroes in this coun-
try today, in spite of many ob-
vious secondary differences. The
discriminations under which the
former suffered were strikingly
like those under which the latter
are laboring today . The pogroms
were as ferocious and even more
bloody than the lynching bees in
the “land of the free”. But what
is most important is that in Czarist
Russia, too, anti-Semitism found
strong support among the peasants
and backward workers, who made
up the pogrom mobs, just as the
white workers and farmers make
up, to a large extent, the lynching
hordes in this country. In Rus-
sia, too, there were Jews who were
extremely sceptical as to what
would be the fate of their people
should the Russian workers take
power and dominate the country—
and with equal appearance of jus-
tice!

In 1917, these same Russiar
workers and peasants succeeded in
establishing a working class re-
gime committed to the task of
transforming the capitalistic order
into a socialistic one. What, then,
happened to the Jews? Did anti-
Semitism remain a dominant sen-
timent among the new ruling
class? 'Were the Jews condemn-
ed to remain in their subject econ-
omic and social status? Did anti-
Semitism “begin to assert itself”’?
Did pogroms and discrimination
continue? No! The new regime,
based upon the working class, in
whom the fires of revolution had
burned out the poison of race pre-
judice, at least as far as the deci-
sive, advanced elements were con-
cerned, immediately decreed the
end of all discrimination against
the Jews and other tormerly subp-
ject peoples and declared- their
freedom and equality. As part of
its general program, the govern-
ment destroyed the “special” eco-
nomic status of the Jews, the root
of all their troubles, and integrat-
ed them into the rising socialist
economy of the country. All aven-
ues of public life were immediately
thrown open to the once despised
people and active anti-Semitism
was made a serious offense against
the state, against the revolution.
Today, the liberation of the Jews
in the Soviet Union is absolutely
complete, for the first time any-
where in the world in many centur-
ies. Today, Jews occupy the most
important positions in all spheres
of life; recognized racial discrimi-
nation is a thing of the past; po-
groms are regarded as relics of
barbarism unheard of for more than
a decade; even the most minor
signs of anti-Semitism are found
only in diminishing number among
the most backward elements of the
peasantry or among the remnants
of the old world and are then visit-
ed with the sharpest legal and so-
cial disapproval. Such has been
the profound revolution in life
wx;ought by the proletariat in pow-
er!

x %X x

The Road To Emancipation

So that its force may be more
obvious, let me recapitulate the ar-
gument of the above paragraph.
(1) A working class revolution in
the United States would make pos-
sible and would guarantee the caste
emancipation of the Negro by de-
stroying the economic roots of the
servile status of the race. (2)
Since anti-Negro prejudice is a
form of bourgeois ideology, the ad-
vance of the revolutionary idea
among the workers necessarily
tends to destroy this prejudice and
to open the way for the elimination
of race lines in the labor move-
ment. (3) In the course of the
revolution and in the whole period
of its preparation, the working
class “cleanses itself of the filth
of the old regime”, in this case,
above all, of race prejudice. (4)
The historical example of the Sov-
iet Union provides a striking con-
firmation of all these contentions.,
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tion to close nominations was car-
ried with dozens of delegates on
the floor demanding to be permut-
ted to make nominations. In this
manner, the Communist FParty
(Opposition) was not even permit-
ted to nominate one of its repre-
sentatives, let alone give the dele-
gates an opportunity tc')‘vote on
its candidates. A petition later
circulated to give the Communist
Opposition a representaiive on
this committee was signed by a
large number of delegates, includ-
ing the representatives of the Fro-
gressive Miners and of the Wo-
men’s Auxiliary, of the Detroit
and Anthracite Free Mooney Con-
ferences, of the . Proletarian Par-
ty, the United Workers Party, the
Conference for Progressive Labor
Action, the Workers League, the
Fort Wayne Chamber of Labor
and the Fort Wayne Labor Party,
the I. W. W. Louis B. Scott,
Mooney’s personal representative,
and a large number of other or-
ganizations. All these delegates
were not necessarily in agreement
with the position of the Commu-
nist Opposition but they were of
the opinion that the Communist
Opposition was entitled to a place
on the resolutions committee. It
is important to note this list, as it
is pertinent td a later event. Muste
of the C. P. L. A. brought up the
question of permitting the Com-
munist Opposition a representa-
tive on the resolutions committee
after the delegation protested to
him against being omitted, and the
presiding committee decided that
it had no jurisdiction in the mat-
ter!

Thruout the Congress such un-
democratic methods were 'utihzed,
juggling of the speakers list, boo-
ing and hissing differing expres-
sions of opinion, steam-rolling thru
votes by the use of the ever-pres-
ent majority for the party, denying
minority opinion representation on
the important committees. It is
obvious that no working class
gathering which proceeds in this
manner can make a broad appeal
for support in labor organizations.

% X %

The Main Point Of Discussion

The main discussion in the rese-
lutions committee was over pre-
cisely the question raised by the
Communist Opposition: Should the
Congress remain a Free Tom
Mooney Congress, or assume other
tasks? The position of the Com-
munist Party representatives was
that the Congress must ‘“broad-
en” (?) out by basing itself on
additional issues, particularly on
the Scottsboro issue, and conse-
quently they favored the trans-
formation of the Congress as al-
ready mentioned. Most of the
non-party members were opposed
to this plan and favored confining
the Congress to the Mooney is-
sue. Among these were included
the representatives of the Proletar-
ian Party, the I. W. W, the Phila-
delphia local of the S. P., several
representatives of A. F. of L. lo-
cals and Cannon of the Trotsky
group. A test vote showed ten
against the party’s proposals. But
as the discussion conttued, the
weak sisters began to fall. The first
to capitulate was Cannon, who had
entered like a lion, but behaved like
a jackal, contenting himself with
the bone of membership on the
resolutions committee and the
Committee, of Action which the
party threw him, along with a few
choice compliments. Whatever
prestige the “Left” (Trotsky) Op-
position still had among the non-
party delegates present sank to the
vanishing point as a result of this
spectacle of “principledness.”
There can be no doubt that the
pressure of the party upon the
non-party delegates was very
great. Even Comrade Renner of
the Proletarian Party, who held
out to the last in the resolutions
committee and decided to make a
minority report, withdrew his min-
ority report at the last minute,
under the persuasive magic of
Hathaway’s oratory. But the ex-
istence of this pressure does not
in the least justify any capitulation.
Those who are afraid of being in
a minority have no business com-
ing to conferences or playing
at oppositions. It is one thing to

broadsides; it is quite another
thing to get up in a congress and

defend a point of view which is
opposed by the overwhelming ma-
jority.

The resolutions committee final-
ly presented a majority report, and
minority reports were presented by
Cannon, on the question of non-
aggression, and Stattman of the
1. W. W. on the issue of the gen-
eral strike and boycott. Neither
of the minority reports touched a
question of principle. While the
Communist Opposition supported
Cannon’s minority report, which
was practically identical with a
similar proposal introduced by us,
we must recognize that the differ-
ences with the majority were large-
ly over formulation. As to the
strike and boycott, the majority
proposed not to defeat the propos-
al, but simply to delay action till
some time in the future when a
mass movement had developed.
The main issue, as to what type of
movement should emerge from the
Congress was therefore not even
touched in the reports of the com-
mittee. Nor was the matter touch-
ed in the discussion, due to the
manipulation of the speakers list
which kept the representatives of
the Communist Opposition from
the floor. Consequently, when
Hathaway began his summary, he
was entirely justified in declaring
that no programmatic differences
had been expressed, but when he
extended this to include the pro-
posals of the Communist Opposi-
tion, he was interrupted by Her-
bert Zam, who pointed out that
there was a principle difference be-
tween our proposal and those of
the majority, that we could not
make a minority report as we had
no representatives on the resolu-
tions committee and were not per-
mitted to discuss the report of the
committee by the factional mani-
pulation of the list. (It must be re-
membered that this interruption
and the statement took place in
the midst of booing, hissing,
shouts of “sit down”, “throw him
out” and even threats of physical
violence.) When the matter was
placed thus sharply, Hathaway had
no other recourse except to move
that Comrade Zam be given five
minutes (!) to defend the point of
view of the Communist Opposition.
(The point of view of the major-
ity received hours, both in the dis-
cussion as well as in Hathaway’s
presentation and summary). When
Comrade Zam obtained the floor
he introduced the following mo-
tion:

“The campaign for the release
of Tom Mooney and for the

 strength and influence!”

Fraud on Petty
Scale!

The May 6 issue of the “Mili-
tant”, the organ of the Trotsky
group, features the following head-
line: “Left Opposition Scores at
Chicago Mooney Congress — 39
Delegates Representing 45,000
Workers in Solid Left Oppositior
Block.” And the article glories:
“Therein is the measure of our

Of the 45,000 workers in the
“solid Left Opposition block”, we
are told, 30,000 were the miners in
the Progressive Miners of Amer-
ica. (On the same page, two col-
umns away, the membership of the
P. M. A. is given as 15,000!) It
was the uncompromising demand of
these miners, and not, as some
malicious rumors have it, his, capi-
tulation to the gross sectarianism
of the official Communist Party,
that put James P. Cannon on the
permanent national committee of
the conference! A very inspiring
tale indeed!

But we also have before us the
May 5, 1933 issue of the “Pro-
gressive Miner”, the official organ
of the Progressive Miners of
America. There is a long report
in it about -the Chicago Mooney
congress, written by Gerry Allard,
the editor of the paper. (By the
way, is or is not Gerry Allard a
member of the Trotsky group?)
In the entire report the name of
the Left Opposition or of Comrade
Cannon is not even mentioned! In
the list of bodies represented, every
sort of organization is mentioned
but not the Left Opposition! How
come? Did Gerry Allard forget
about the “solid Left Opposition
block”?

Whom is the “Militant” kid-
ding? Its readers? The Trotsky-
ites?. The C. P. members? Perhaps
Trotsky? What do its invectives
against the “Daily Worker” for its
exaggerations, misinformation and
bombast amount to, in the face of
such performances of the “Mili-
tant”?

workers behind this demand
shall be the central work of the
Free Mooney movement and of
this Congress. At the same
time the Congress should ex-
press itself on other cases of
capitalist oppression, including
the Scottsboro case, and -other
cases of working class political
prisoners, without changing the
basis upon which this Congress
was called by Tom Mooney.

for Workers Rights and for the
Rights of the Negro People at
this Congress is premature.”

Comrade Zam pointed out that
“broadening out” means restrict-
ing the number of issues and not
extending them. The more issues
on which agreement is necessary,
the less agreement can there be.
The omission of any aspects of the
class struggle from the program of
the Congress does not mean 0Op-
position to them. The program
does not contain a demand for the
proletarian dictatorship but would
that mean that the representatives
of the Communist Party are op-
posed to it? The class struggle
does not come in a single pack-
age. Every working class organi-
zation, not only revolutionary, but
also the less advanced omnes, must
be able at any particular time, to
select those issues of the class
struggle which provide the great-
est possibility for moving masses.
The Mooney issue at the present
time is a key with which we can
enter the organized labor move-
ment. To unite this issue with
others would, at the present time,
seriously hinder the effectiveness
of our future work.

Comrade Hathaway proceeded to
defend the point of view of the
party, according to which narrow-
ing down means broadening out;
united front still means ‘“around
the party.” A Communist Interna-
tional May Day manifesto, which
again called for the united front
“from below,” Hathaway interpret-
ed to mean joint demonstrations
by the workers on May Day. At
the same time he declared that
since 1928, the Communist Party
had not changed its united front
policy. It did not make any unit-
ed front with leaders; it negotiat-
ed with them “to expose them and
not to unite with them.” Asked
about Muste, who played a big role
at the Congress, and about other
leaders, Hathaway answered that
there were “leaders and leaders”.
Presumably a leader who agrees
with the party on any one thing is
a leader “from below” and there-
fore a united front with him is
permissible.

x x_* .
Sectarianism Triumphs!

By the time the vote on the re-
port of the resolutions commit-
tee was taken, no more than 600
delegates were left at the Con-
gress. Again some steam-roller-
ing was attempted. Patterson, who
was chairman of the session, at-
tempted to take a vote on the re-
port of the majority of the resolu-
tions committee before submitting
any other proposals to vote. This,
however, was squelched, Patter-

mobilization of the American

The organization of a Council

son was shoved out of the chair by

‘Wilkes Barre, Pa.

The wreckage produced by the
suicidal sectarianism of the Com-
munist Party in such an important
campaign as the ‘Free Moomey
movement, is shown by what hap-
pened recently in the Anthracite.

In the Anthracite a Free Tom
Mooney Committee was organized
on November 8, 1931, that is, about
a year and a half ago. In response
to the new appeal of Tom Mooney
and in preparation for the Chicago
conference, this committee, on
March 16, 1933, sent out a call for
a local conference scheduled to
meet on April 23. We notified the
Tom Mooney Milders Defense
Committee about this and in return
the Tom Mooney Molders Defense
Committee sent a letter to the An-
thracite committee expressing its
appreciation and its readiness to
assist.

Then, about April 4, Dan Slinger
and Ann Burton, working under
the instructions of the official
Communist Party, came into this
region carrying credentials from
the Tom Mooney Molders Defense
Committee, signed by Joseph
West. They immediately set to
work organizing a dual conference
for April 16. They refused all
appeals of unity and all proposals
to work together with the regular-
ly established Anthracite commit-

-

sit-in one’s own office and issue

conference. They had 41 organi-
zations represented, of which all
but five (one Italian and four Lith-
uanian fraternal societies) were
out-and-out Communist Party or-
ganizations . A representative of
the Anthracite Free Mooney Com-
mittee was present and proposed
that the conference decide that all
delegates present come to the reg-
ular April 23 gathering and there
discuss work and elect one execu-
tive committee. Under the influ-
ence of the C. P. representatives,
this motion was defeated, but some
delegates present voted for it and
said they would be present at the
April 23 conference. Slinger and
his friends then went ahead and set
up a dual executive committee,
On April 23, the regular confer-
ence was held. There were pres-
ent seventeen organizations, all
genuine ones, including three local
unions of the UM.W.A, the So-
cialist Party, the Communist Op-
position, the S.N.P.J. (a Slovenian
fraternal society), the Workmen’s
Sick and Death Benefit Society,
the Italian Beneficial and Coop-
erative Society, the Lithuanian so-
ciety, etc. The work of the confer-
ence was very constructive. The
president was Patrick Brennan of
Local 466, UM.W.A.; Winter of
the S. P. was vice-chairman, Frank
Vrataric secretary and Peter Gal-
lia treasurer. An executive com-

ee.
On April 16, they had their dual

mittee was elected composed of

The Mooney Congress in Anthracite

one representative of each organi-
zation. Patrick Brennan and Louis
Casterline, a miner who was re-
cently expelled from the UM.W.A.
for fifteen years for his militancy,
were chosen as delegates to the
national Free Mooney gathering
in Chicago.

Both Dan Slinger, for the dual
Free Mooney conference, and
Reeve of the I. L. D. were pres-
ent. They were allowed to take
the floor to say what they had to
say but all delegates were con-
vinced of the harmfulness of their
sabotage and dualism. -

Just as in New York and Chica-
go, the representatives of the Tom
Mooney Molders Defense Conimit-
tee acted 1n such a way as to help
and encouiage those who wcre
trying to stifle the Mooncy move-
ment with their sectarianismi. The
Eastern Oftfice of the Tom }Moon-
ey Molders Defense Committee
sent a telegram to the bona-fide
conference here demanding that it
dissolve and join Slinger’s dual
outfit! Whatever they may think
about it, these people are only
again damaging Tom Mooney's
cause and we hope they will soon
come to realize it.

We, on our part, are going ahead
as we have in the past yeai and a
half mobilizing the workers in the
great struggle for the liberation

Hathaway, who saw that his stupid
steam-roller methods were having
a bad effect or the non-party dele-
gates present. The proposal sub-
mitted by the Communist Opposi-
tion received 57 votes. (The offi-
cial count; some individual counts
placed the vote at considerably
higher, -but the exact number is of
no consequence). The representa-
tives of the Proletarian Party vot-
ed for this proposal, as Comrade
Hathaway’s final defense had de-
monstrated that the party was
sticking to its original proposals
1009% with no basis for compro-
mise. But Cannon stuck to the
majority report. He hadn’t compro-
mised; he sold out completely.
Nevertheless, the vote showed that
a substantial number of delegates
agreed with this proposal, as at
the time the vote was taken, only
about 12 of the delegates were
members of the Communist Oppo-
sition. The minority reports were
all defeated, the vote varying from
forty odd to sixty odd.
¥ % X%

The Role Of Muste

The chief ballyhooer, standpat-
ter and defender of the party’s sec-
tarian course at this Congress was
none other than A. J. Muste, who
likes to parade as proponent of
“democracy” in the labor move-
ment. During his presence at the
Congress, he supported every
steam-rolling act by the official
leaders of the Congress. As the of-
ficial reporter for the presiding
committee, he was the chief de-
fender of factional discrimination
against minority viewpoints. He
even went so far as to insist that
Cannon was representative of the
Communist Party (Opposition) on
the resolutions committee and no
other representative was neces-
sary! Later when he was confront-
ed with this, he said that he had
become “confused”.

This brings to mind the role of
Muste at the Mooney conference
of the Socialist Party in New
York a little more than a year ago.
At that time Muste was also the
chief ballyhooer, for the Socialist
Party and against the Commu-
nists! He defended very vigorous-
ly the exclusion of the Communist
Party and of the 1! L. D. from that
conference. Do you remember,
Comrade Muste? Or was it be-
cause you were “confused”? Isn’t
it time you stopped being a “face”
for such anti-working class meth-
ods inside the*labor *movement?

*

The Council Of Action

The final work of the Congress
was the election of a Committee
of Action. The presiding commit-
tee brought in a proposal for 42
members, nine additional ones were
nominated from the floor, includ-
ing that of Herbert Zam, of the
Communist Party (Opposition).
Instead of voting, a proposal was
made by Hathaway that one ad-
ditional nominee be elected and
that it be the representative of the
General Defense Committee of the
I. W. W. This was carried, and
the committee was settled. In spite
of the fact that the Communist Op-
position had presented a distinct
point of view at the Congress, that
its proposal had received about
ten percent of the vote cast and
about 5% of the total registered
delegates, it did not receive a sin-
gle representative on the Commit-
tee of Action; more, the delegates
were not even permitted to vote
on whether it should receive a re-
presentative or not. When we
take into consideration that smaller
and less influential organizations
received representation (the Trot-
sky group, for instance), it became
clear that no argument about
“mass organizations” could be giv-
en. The reason is obvious. Thru-
out the Congress the Communist
Party (Opposition) was the only
organization which consistently
fought against all efforts to side-
track the Congress, to narrow it,
to convert it into a factional in-
strument of the Communist Party.
The Communist Opposition con-
sistently, and in a principled man-
ner, opposed the sectarian propos-
als of the party’s leaders and stood
up courageously against the hys-
terical wave of sentiment which
swept the Congress. The Trotsky-
Cannon group was rewarded for its
capitulation; the Communist Oppo-

of Tom Mooney!
—FRED,

(Continued on Page T)
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Rise of the Shoe Workers

Of New

(Continued from Page 3)

Lowell and Newburyport are under
the leadership of the Shoe Work-|ered them a destructive element

ers Protective Union.
the S. W. P. U. has

The reason

issued a public statement express-
ing their willingness to
mate with the National
Workers Association.
ers of Lowell and Haverhill are
still on strike. During the strike
the Protective invited representa-
tives of the N. S. W. A. to speak
at their meetings a number of
times. The workers of the S. W.
P. U. and the N. S. W. A, will
have to bring more pressure upon
the leaders to unite both organiza-
tions into one powerful union.
* % %

The Hyde Shoe Strike In
Cambridge

_The Hyde shoe factory employs
nine hundred workers. Over five
hundred are out on strike. This
strike is conducted under the lead-
ership of the N. S. W. A.. directed
by William Seligman . The strike
has been on now over five weeks
The Hyde shoe factory is consid-
e;red the strongest open shop place
in New England; numerous at-
tempts have been made to unior-
ize this place but each time the
various unions that tried failed
Mr. Hyde, the owner of the fac-
tory, is spending hundreds of thou-
ands of dollars in an effort to
break the strike. The three hurn-
dred scabbing have received 30%
increase in pay. Most of them
have been working there as long
as ten and fifteen and twenty years.
In spite of these obstacles Llie
union is succeeding in taking down
on strike more workers every day.

The N. S. W. A. is determined
to win and the militancy of the
strikers is a guarantee for victory.

* % %

Industrial Unionism vs. Craftism

The reason the N. S. W. A. has
succeeded in organizing so many
workers in such a short time is
the fact that, altho it does not call
itself an industrial union, it is in
fact sach a union. No restrictions
or difficulties are placed in the way
of workers desirous to join the
-union.  Starting with the skilled
and going down to the most un-

t . W succeeded | an industrial union, is no longer in
in getting in the strike situation is| existence.
that, a few weeks prior to Lhc re-
volt of the shoe workers, they had.

3m§1§3‘ Opposition have again been test-
Y 0¢] ed and proved to be correct. With
e work-[ meager resources and limited for-

..cipledness.

England

the N. S. W A, they were defeat-
ed because the workers consid-

and their sect, which calls itself

* * %

The Role Of The C.P.-O.
The policies of the Communist

ces, our group has succeeded in in-
fluencing the workers and gaining
prestige among them. The work-
ers are looking to the “Lovestone-
ites” for guidance. The official
Communist Party, with rich re-
sources and numerous forces, was
defeated in the union elections and
it is looked upon in the union as
a destructive element. Apparcnily
numbers are not sufficient! In ad-
dition to numbers one must. have
a correct policy.

Of course, the N. S. W. A, 1s far

from perfect. The majority of its
leadership is inexperienced. The
overwhelming majority of its mem-
bers belong to a union for the
first time. A great part of the
leadership has too much confidence
in the State Board of Arbitration,
which is a bosses agency. We are
doing our best to undermine such
misplaced confidence.
. The organization of a progres-
sive group is indispeniable to the
ilfe, growth and consolidation of
the N. S. W. A. The Communist
Party members would render a
far greater service to the Commu-
nist Party and to the working ciass
as a whole by dropping their wrong
and silly tactics and joining in the
organization of a progressive group
and helping the development of thc
N. S. W. A. as a militant organiza-
tion, capable of defending the in-
terest of the shoe workers.

NATIONAL MOONEY
CONFERENCE

) (Continued from Page 6)
sition was punished for its prin-

Can_and will the Council carry
on and assume the tasks which the
Congress made its own? It must
be frankly stated that the grave
doubts of this exist. The impres-
sion 1s very strong that once again
the party has just captured itself.

skilled there is a flexible rate of
dues payment, 25¢ per week for
the skilled and 15¢ for the unskill-
ed. Consequently, no workers wil]l
stay away because of high initia-
tion fees or high rate of dues pay-
ments as is the case with the an-
tiquated burocratized craft unions.

‘Why has the strike leadership
proved so successful in this move-
ment? There are three chief rea-
sons:

1. The conditions were ripe for
organization. 2. Correct policies
were pursued. 3. Altho there are
a number of Communists in the
union and some Communists
(“Lovestoneites”) are in the lead-
ership, still it is not a Communist
union, as is the case with the “in-
dustrial unions” of the T. U. U. L.

When the followers of the T. U.
U. L. tried to attain leadership of

lof the Opposition, of the non-par-

It will require not only the efforts

ty elements, but also a serious
change in the methods of work of
the Communist Party to prevent
this Council becoming just another
party auxiliary in the near future.
Will the party make this change?
Or will it proceed in the spirit of
the May Day manifesto?

German Fascism
and
The Workers

Leo (Berlin)
5¢c a Copy
3%c in bundles

The British LL.P.
And the C.1.

London, England.

The reports current in the Amer-
ican press that the Independent
Labor Party decided, at the recent
Derby Conference, to affiliate to
the Communist International and
to adopt a Communist program,
are greatly exaggerated. On April
16, the I. L. P. conference did in-
deed decide to disaffiliate from the
Socialist Labor International. As
far as the Cammunist Internation-
al is concerned, it was decided “to
approach the Secretariat of the
Communist International with a
view to ascertaining in what way
the I. L. P. may assist in the work
of the International.”” It was spe-
cifically declared that this was in
no way equivalent to a decision to
affiliate.

The next day the proposal to in-
clude a clause on the “workers dic-
tatorship” in the program was de-
cisively defeated.

The chief arguments against
closer relations with the C. I. were
primarily those based on the ut-
ter sectarianism of C. I. policies,
the burocracy dominating the
movement, and the complete fail-
ure of Comintern tactics as ex-
hibited in the German situation.

The out-and-out Communist
group played but a small role at
the conference.

REIGN OF TERROR IN
BRONX Y. C. L.

(Continued from Page 2)

minute his unit voted to accept the
party line. This, however, did
Comrade Davis noe good! Two days
after he had spoken at his unit
meeting, he was expelled by the
Lower Bronx section committee.
No specific charges were brought
against him that he “slandered
the Comintern”, “is petty bour-
geois” and “reads too much.”(!)
No explanation was offered as to
when and how Comrade Davis had
slandered the Comintern. After
the expulsion the section commit-
tee sent out a communication to
all League units in the Lower
Bronx, advising the Y. C. L. mem-
bers to shun Comrade Davis like
the plague and to break off all
personal relations with him. A
stool-pigeon was sent down to Com-
rade Davis’s college. This gen-
tleman rather ineptly announced
his profession as soon as he reach-
ed the school. The party-League
fraction in the school protested
vainly against the expulsion. This
was not even read to Comrade
Davis’s unit, when the section or-
ganizer attacked Comrade Davis
for two hours, calling him a “Love-
stoneite,” a “paid spy agent of the
Roosevelt hunger regime” and a
few dozen other choice names.
Comrade Davis was not given the
floor to defend himself. All in
all, this expulsion recalls the wave

of expulsions of 1929. It consti-
tutes, we suppose, a new step
in the “bolshevization” of the
League.

The ironical part of the whole
business is the fact that Comrade
Davis was once one of the staunch-
est defenders of the party line, a
bitter enemy of the Communist

(Continued from Page 5)
the facts of betrayal, cowardice
and non-resistance. No prepara-
tions for real resistance are made
by General Chiang Kai-shek and
the Kuomintang leaders. Only the
utterly foolish hope is expressed
that Japan might stop on the Great
Wall and that Japan’s war of ag-
gression will break down by itself
owing to internal revolution and
financial bankruptcy.

But Japan will not stop. Jehol
is the key to the invasion of Mon-
golia as well as of the north of
China. Japan will not only take
the territory north of the Yellow
River but will repeat its bombard-
ment of Shanghai as well as of
other Yangtse ports in order to
win greater power in the Yangtse
Valley and dictate terms to the
Chinese people. In its war prepa-
rations and in the future war
against the U.S.S.R., Japan will
even attempt to use the Chinese
masses as cannon-fodder against
the U.S.S.R,, as it is already to-
day using the Chinese soldiers of
Manchuria against their brothers
and sisters in Jehol and Hopei.
When a nation can be driven to
fight for the robber wars of an-
other imperialist power, it has
reached its lowest depth of humilia-
tion; it ceases to exist.

* % *

The Task Of The Chinese People

What is our task? It is clear.
We must march the road of na-
tional and social liberation. This
government cannot unite China,
cannot lead the national revolu-
tionary war of the armed people

always the one to come out and
say that, if those “renegade Love-
stoneites” had not refused to car-
ry out party orders, they never
would have been expelled, no mat-
ter what their opinions were. Now
Comrade Davis has been expelled
from the Y. C. L. for doing his
Communist duty in protesting
against the ruinously sectarian
policies of the Comintern during
o discussion pericd. The fact that
Comrade Davis was willing to sub-
mit to discipline did not save him
from the wrath of the implacable
burocracy controlling the Y. C. L.,
any more than it saved the mem-
bers of the Communist Opposition
in the early days of the ‘“third
period.” The burocracy is determ-
ined to root out any signs of inde-
pendent thought in the Y. C. L.,
for it knows that, once Commu-
nists begin to think, the present
line of the party will collapse un-
der the weight of its own stupidity.
And the burocracy is determined
to keep the present line even at the
cost of untold harm to the Com-
munist movement.

We sincerely hope that Comrade
Davis will find his place in the
ranks of the Communist Opposition
to fight sid by side with us for the
restoration of proletarian demo-
cracy in the Communist movement,
to build a mass Communist Party
and Young Communist League cap-
abfe of Fulfilling their historic
task of leading the American work-

Opposition. Comrade Davis was

Who Are the Enemies of
The Chinese People

against Japanese imperialism, can-
not give food and work to the
starving workers, cannot give land
to the peasants. Why not? Be-
cause it is seeking for compromise
with imperialism. Because it fears
the armed people more than the
imperialist invaders, because it is
the representative of the landlord-
bourgeois block which exploits and
suppresses the masses and ruins
the country.

I call upon all men and women,
the youth of China and especially
the workers, peasants and students
and volunteers, to unite and organ-
ize this struggle for the liberation,
the unity and integrity of China—
a struggle inseparably bound up
with the struggle for emancipation
of the toiling masses from exploita-
tion, a struggle bound up with
the fight for the rights of the
masses: free speech and press,
right of assembly and organization
and the liberation of political pris-
oners.

Only in these struggles will grow
the unconquerable national and so-
cial forces, which will break the

power of imperialism and its
treacherous allies in China. The
bourgeois revolution in France

proved_ that a revolutionary army
was victorious against all feudal
Europe. The Russian revolution
demonstrated in years of struggle
the superiority of a revolutionary
people and its revolutionary armies
against the whole capitalist world.
The Chinese people, with its al-
ready great revolutionary tradi-
tions, will march in the same way.
Not imperialist domination and dis-
memberment of China, but a free,
united, revolutionary China of the
workers and peasants!

BIG MAY DAY MEET
IN NEW YORK

(Continued from Page 1)

solidarity dominated the workers
in both demonstrations. Thous-
ands of Socialists remained on the
square to take part in the later
united front demonstration. No-
ticeable also was the new attitude
of friendliness of the party mem-
bers and sympathizers to the op-
positional Communists. For the
first time, in fact, special divisions
of the Communist Opposition and
the Trotskyites with their own
banners were permitted and were
not molested.

The success of the demonstration
is to be attributed not only to the
desire of large sections of the
workers to demonstrate against
murderous German Fascism but
also to the effective united front
tactics carried out by the Commu-
nist Party in the May Day mobili-
zation campaign.

The Communist Opposition par-
ticipated in the demonstration as
an independent section and suc-
ceeded in making quite an impres-
sion on the party members and
sympathizers with whom contact

ing class to victory.

was established.

THE “NEW DEAL" AND THE WORKERS

(Continued from Page 1)
low, the picture is quite accurate.

3. A COMBINATION OF RIGIDITY
AND FLEXIBILITY characterizes the

Roosevelt strategy. Here is the

works: The President asks for authoriza-

tion to meet a situation. He is

this authorization. The procedure of pass-

ine a law to meet the condition is
sed with. Instead, there is passed

tion giving the President full power to use
anyone of four or half-a-dozen different
steps to be taken bv him, as the occasion re-
quires “in accord with his judgment.” In

nther words, Roosevelt is no longer

ized to execute Law X. He is authorized

to legislate, pass iudgment, and

proposal X, Y. or Z, any one of which or
»ll of which automatically become law thru

the President’s executive order.
strategy was especially evident in
flation bill. .

4, DRAMATIZATION OF POLICY is
a feature of the “New Deal” management
of the White House. Nothing is too small

to be dramatized and “sol
with a fanfare.
everything

ay it
vay ment, heen sold to the Am
granted

. in domestic as well as fo
dispen-

legisla- | regime. THe Roosevelt

conferences between Roo

author | Donald and Roosevelt and

execute

This
the in-

Everything is heralded;
is advertised;
boosted. That’s why so much of the “New
Deal” program has, at least for the mo-

5. MAINTENANCE OF INITIATIVE
todate been a big asset for the Roosevelt

only been quick TO ACT but what is at
least as important quick TO REACT. This
initiative was displayed in the bargaining

McDonald and Herriot were aboard ship,
sailing westward, digesting the American
invitation, the President created an entire-
_ly new situation for his guest by confront-
ing him with an accomplished fact of the
dollar off the gold standard. Obviously
the President is not only a good sales-
men but a good buyer in the market of na-
tional and international capitalist politics.

6. Finally, the new administration has

TO ACT AS IF
THE MASSES.
d” to the public

everything is

ple words SOME

erican people. ¢
thing!) about the

reign policy has

regime has not | g pnlied for the

ecutive. It was a

sevelt and Mec-

Herriot, While | hg masses wash

The limitations

people, are clearly

made it its business TO APPEAR MUCH
INTERESTED IN THE MASSES AND

take into consideration the prevailing mass
psychology in the country.
the banking holiday was proclaimed, the
President went out of his way to make
clear to the American people in plain, sim-

While the country was being asked to
weather the bank holiday, things were being
made “easier”, and as it were, drinks were

diate call for beer issued by the Chief Ex-
point of view to supply some beer to help
failures and swallow the Roosevelt bitter
pill—the bank holiday.

actual uselessness of the Roosevelt pro-
gram from any long-range viewpoint, even
of the capitalist system itself, the technique
with which the “New Dealer” has been put-
ting over his program on the American

the bank crisis was handled and in the in-

IT WERE CLOSE TO
It has spared no pains to

Thus, when

value.
THINGS (tho not every- | straight

“beneficial” bank holiday.

occasion thru the imme- |
ica from

good stunt from the mass | velt had

down the gigantic bank | ‘he step

and impossibilities, the | velt had

seen in the way in which

flation or currency bill.
Roosevelt banking measures did not pro-
vide even a momentary solution. They sim-

ply recognized legally the economic fact of
more thousands of banks closing down.
Even as a pleasant-sounding phrase, the
name “Bank Holiday” was of short-term

Actually, the

But the operation was brought
to the masses. They were made

not only to expect it but even to like it
on a grand scale. Big business was helped
and little business was made to feel, at
least for the moment, quite well about it.
All of this was done in order to save Amer-

going off the gold standard. Roose-
himself hailed as the savior of the

American credit system thru his taking

necessary for the MAINTEN-

ANCE of the gold standard. However,
only a few weeks afterward, America was
shoved off the gold standard. Then Roose-

himself hailed as the great savior

of the country once more—this time because
the United States WENT OFF the gold
standard and was thus enabled “to compete
more effectively
“Hail Roosevelt!” if he does, and “Hail
Roosevelt!”, if he doesn’t!—is the slogan
of the “New Deal.”

in the world market.”
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DANGER AHEAD FOR THE WORKERS!

HE synthetic ballyhoo now being raised on all sides about the

“upturn at last” and “America’s face towards the future” is

not only a cynical deception of the people; it is a grave, tho as yet
hidden menace to the masses, above all to the unemployed.

It is certainly not out of the question that there may be a pickup
here and there within the next few months but who is there brazen
enough to pretend that the permanent agrarian crisis will be seriously
alleviated, that the many millions of jobless will be reemployed, that
wages will be restored even to the miserable levels of “prosperity”
days? But the very partial and temporary improvement in the eco-
nomic situation may well turn into a boomerang unless the workers
see clearly what is ahead.

A menacing rise in the cost of living is now a certainty; indeed,
it is already under way. With the onset of inflation, the break will
become a veritable runaway. For the workers to MAINTAIN theis
present thoroly deflated wage levels in the face of rising prices, it
will be necessary for them to fight with all their strength for con-
stant INCREASES in wages. If the workers do not awaken and
organize their forces for aggressive strikes and wage struggles, if they
fall victims to the organized advertising campaign that wages are
rising all by themselves, automatically and without effort, so to speak,
then they will find that their wages will actually be further slashed
in the end. The workers must keep on driving ahead, even to remain
in the same place; once they slacken in their drive under the influence
of th widespread propaganda about “wage increases,” they will fall
behind rapidly and disastrously.

The situation is even more grave as far as the millions of job-
less are concerned. Under cover of reports about the “pickup” and
“increasing employment,” the miserably meager relief that the various
local and state agencies are dispensing is being cut to the bone. In
New York City, the Emergency Work Buro has discharged thou-
sands with the comforting “hope” that they will have little difficulty
in finding a job in view of the “upturn.” Meanwhile, in view of
rising prices, the actual relief the unemployed are getting, in food
tickets or in money, is being automatically slashed. There is the
greatest danger that, under the impact of the “upturn at last” propa-
ganda, the public pressure responsible for what little relief there
exists, will be slackened and the suffering of the jobless and their
families greatly intensified. The unemployed, too, thru their organ-
izations, must keep driving ahead merely to remain in the same place!

The fact of the matter is that the great object of the whole
“New Deal” campaign of Roosevelt and his “Brain Trust” is simply
to find new and more palatable ways in which to put over the offen-
sive of capital, to concoct new and more “popular” forms of con-
tinuing the old game of shifting the burdens of the crisis on to the
shoulders of the masses of the people. No wonder the emissaries
of Mussolini and Hitler, those past masters of demagogic reaction,
have so enthusiastically complimented Mr. Roosevelt for his adroit-
ness in the same game!

It is time for the workers to sit up and take notice of what is
happening. It may very soon be too late!

WHOM DOES SELF-DECEPTION PROFIT?

HE “Daily Worker” of April 28 features a two-column head-

line “Nazi Base Narrows-Crisis In Steel Helmets.” Under a

Berlin headline, these words follow: “The breakup of the Nazi
support is further accentuated by the crisis with the Steel-Helmets,
with Colonel Duesterberg, vice-chief of the Stalhelm, ousted by
Franz Seldte, commander-in-chief.” Let every Communist, let every
worker consider these words carefully; let him ponder the enormity
of this bit of dtstortion and misinformation! As even the experts -of
the bourgeois press were able to realize, the removal of Duesterberg
marked the eclipse of the influence of the Nationalists in their own
stronghold, the Stalhelm, and the beginning of the systematic ab-
sorption of this reactionary veterans organization into the Nazi
Storm-Troops under the direction of Hitler. Clearly enough, there-
fore, what is happening to the Stalhelm is broadening the mass base
of Fascism and actually destroying the mass support of the only rival
of the Nazis in the camp of the nationalist reaction. Whom is the
“Daily Worker” fooling in speaking of the “breakup of Nazi support”
and of the “narrowing of the Nazi base” as a result of the ousting of
Duesterberg? Does it think that, by some hocus-pocus of magical
words, it can change the objective situation by a hair’s-breadth? Who
gains by such childish deception?

Nothing can so hinder and demoralize the necessary revival of the
workers struggle against Fascism as a refusal to look facts in the face,
no matter how unpleasant these facts may be. Unafraid realism is the
first requisite of effective revolutionary policy, especially in so diffi-
cult a situation as exists in Germany today.

“A party that hides the truth from the people is no party but a
clique of deceivers, condemned to destruction.” These words of the
Stalin of 1926 should be seriously taken to heart by the Stalin of
1933 land by the “responsible” leadership of the Communist Interna-
tional.

We publish the platform of the
Farmers National Committee of
Action, as adopted by the Farmers
National Relief Conference at
Washington, D. C., on December
7-10, 1932.—Editor.

* % %

We farmers, 250 strong, repre-
sent the struggling majority of the
farm population in 26 states. For
the first time in history, we come
ourselves, face to face with Con-
gress without high salaried “farm
leaders” or lobbyists standing be-
tween to becloud and divert our
nurpose. And our purpose is to de-
mand immediate action. We are
determined to stop a ruthless pres-
sure from creditors who threaten
to sweep us from our land and
and homes.

For the last three years, a world
economic crisis has sharpened the
effect -of ten years of post-war
farm depression. Our last reserves
have been taken from us. We are
not responsible for the universal
breakdown that forced seventy mil-
lions of Americans into economic
distress, uncertainty and want in
the richest country in the world.

We know that the relief funds
are largely squeezed from the wor-
ried balance of the population who
still may have jobs. We know
that fantastic costs of local, state
and federal governments are also
squeezed from them by taxation
while the big incomes and corpora-
tions escape. We know that actual
starvation is more and more fre-
quently admitted in spite of bulg-
ing banks and storehouses of food.
We have seen food destroyed and
everywhere our crops rot on the
ground in a marketless country be-
cause hungry millions have lost
their purchasing power.

In the face of this social calam-
ity “farm leaders” and politicians
dare to talk of “surplus”, dare to
base legislation on a theory of re-
duction of acreage that will fit the
present starvation markets. Final-
ly this bankrupt leadership dares
to advocate the abandonment of
our scientific and technical ad-
vances in farming and recom-
mends that we return to a primi-
tive, self-sufficient form of peas-
ant farming.

We declare that this country is in
the throes of a permanent farm
crisis which threatens us with de-
gradation and poverty unless we
enforce abrupt changes in our eco-
nomic setups. We declare that such
an emergency can be met only by
putting into effect the following
demands which must be considered
as a whole. We ask Congress to
suspend its rules and to permit the
delegation from the Farmers Na-
tion Relief Conference to read
these demands to Congress and
that Congress shall immediately
proceed to the enactment of emerg-
ency legislation on the basis of
these demands.

- * E

We demand:
I. Federal Cash Relief

To raise all rural families to a
minimum health and decent stand-
ard of living, a minimum fund of
$500,000,000 must immediately be
appropriated for the relief of that
section of the distressed farm pop-
ulation in need of immediate re-
lief, regardless of race, creed or
color.

* %X %

I1. Federal Relief In Kind

Food products and supplies need-
ed for relief of city unemployed
should be purchased by the Feder-
al government directly from the
farmers at a price which will in-
sure the cost of production plus a
decent standard of living.

The processing and transoorti-
tion of these food products and
other relief supplies shall be regu-
lated by the Federal government
so as to prevent profits to the food
monopolies and transportation
companies during the period of
economic crisis.

x ok %

ITI. Administration Of Relief

Federal cash relief and relief in
kind to be administered by local
committees of farmers in each

township, precinct or other local

What Do the U. S.
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unit selected by a mass meeting
of all farmers needing relief.
: x ¥ %

IV. Government Price Fixing

A price-regulating body con-
trolled by actual consumers and
producers, must be immediately
elected whose function shall be to
reduce prices for all farm products
sold. This adjustment to be made
by deduction from the swollen
profits of the profiteers who stand
between field and family.

* * *

V. Theory Of “Surplus”
Production,

While millions of our population
are undernourished thru loss of
purchasing power, the acceptance
of the surplus thecry is a crime
against farmers and workers.

* X X

VI. Credit

The enactment of legislation
which will provide production cred-
it for all farm families so as to in-
sure a basis for national consump-
tion at normal levels. This credit
is to be administered as in Section
IIT (above).

The defeat of all proposals and
the repeal of all legislation now
in force which provides credit on-
ly for well-to-do farmers and cor-
porations with collateral.

= » *

VII. Debt Holiday

A moratorium on mortgages, in-
terest and rents for all farmers
whose volume of production has
until recently sustained the farm
family at a decent standard of liv-
ing.

Cancellation of mortgages, inter-
est, feed and seed loans and debts
for supplies and furnishing for
farmers whose volume of produc-
tion and economic unit has always
been too small to carry the debt
load and support the family at a
minimum health standard. (Mar-
ginal farmers, share croppers and
others.)

Cancellation of back farm taxes
and moratorium on future farm
taxes during the crisis.

x k%

VIII. No Evictions

During this national crisis Con-
gress must declare all foreclosures,
seizure of property and evictions
illegal.

We farmers have no collateral,
but we represent the majority of
the farm population. We have at
last been forced to organize and
present to this Congress our final
demands. If our dulv elected na-
tional representatives and senators
fail as did the local, county and
state authorities, then we pledge
ourselves to protect our fellow
farmers from suffering and their

families from social disintegration
by our united action.

MAY DAY IN
VIENNA”

Vienna, Austria.

In this city, the “pride” and
“fortress” of world Socialism, not
a single outdoor May Day demon-
stration was held for the first time
in over forty years! Steel-helmet-
ed soldiers of the Austrian army,
in full battle array, descended upon
Vienna’s streets, ready to prevent
any outdoor meeting. The Social-
democrats, who include the great
bulk of the workers of the city,
never even made the least attempt
to maintain the right of the work-
ers to celebrate their international
holiday in the accustomed manner.
An indoor meeting was held by
the Socialists.

“RED

The wunity embraces between
Shachtman-Cannon and Weisbord
are very affecting indeed. What
we would like to know, however,
is what has become of the “gen-
tleman with a police whistle”, the
“police provocator”, against whom
the “Militant” used to launch such
bitter attacks. Wasn’t his name
Albert Weisbord?
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SOUTH CAROLINA DURING
RECONSTRUCTION, by Fran-
cis Butler Simkins and Robert
Hillard Woody. The University
of North Carolina Press, Chapel
Hill, N. C,, 1932.

The Age of Miracles is not gone.
Two South Carolinians have writ-
ten a history of Reconstruction in
their State, which, in spite of some
weaknesses and shortcomings, is
worthy of unstinted praise. It is
absolutely honest, exhaustive, au-
thoritative, accurate, almost un-
touched by the reactionary pro-
Southern (really pro-slavery) bias

that has poisoned so many recent-

books; above all, it is permeated by
a strong appreciation, even tho not
always explicit, of the real histori-
cal significance of the Reconstruc-
tion period in the history of this
country and of the South.

The authors first describe Re-
construction, Presidential and Con-
gressional, in South Carolina, on
the background of the social and
economic ruin brought about by the
war. An analysis of the Radical
government follows, its composi-
tion, its policies, its practical
course; first in general, and then
in special regard to public finance,
transportation, agriculture, com-
merce and industry, education and
religion. The rising opposition of
the former ruling class is depicted,
its methods of fraud and violence
unhesitatingly laid bare and the
climax of 1876 graphically told. A
chapter on the “Heritage of Re-
construction” concludes the re-
markable volume.

Only those who are intellectual-
ly blind can read thru Simkins and
Woody’s book without recognizing
as beyond the shadow of a doubt
that “Reconstruction was in fact
a revolution. Like all revolutions
it had its seamy and tragic sides,
but also, like others, it marked an
advance in the long struggle for
human liberty and equality” (Ben-
jamin E. Kendrick’s review of the
book in “The Nation” of July 20,
1932). But unfortunately it was
a revolution that was scotched and
crippled before it could be carried
thru to completion, as can readily
be seen by comparing the present
status of the Negro in the South
with the Black Codes set up by the
ex-slaveowners immediately after
the Civil War (pages 48-50).
Without a radical change in the
economic base, that is, without the
confiscation of the land of the ex-
slaveowners and its division among
the freedmen and the poor whites,
no serious transformation in poli-
tical and social relations was pos-
sible; but on such a really radical
course the Northern bourgeoisie,
in its decisive sections, were utter-
ly unwilling to embark in view of
its inevitable implications for their
own economic position. Radical Re-
construction was therefore really
defeated in advance in the South.
What, fundamentally, could it ae-
complish when “the landlords, who
were the owners of the land and
the inheritors of many social privi-
leges, were in a position to sit in
judgment . . . 7 (page 251). It
was really inevitable that the re-
peated attempt to accomplish the
impossible, to remake the political
and social structure without com-
pletely transforming the economic
basis should lead to demoralization
and this is the key to a great deal
of the corruption that has been
charged against the Reconstruction
governments. Making bricks with-
out straw is neither exhilarating
nor uplifting.

And yet, in spite of almost in-
superable obstacles, the Recon-
struction regime did accomplish a
great deal, almost wonders, to read
the account in this book. In the
general struggle for democracy, in
education, in agriculture, industry
and commerce, in social life, its
achievements were many and some,
indeed permanent. These the au-
thors point out without attempt
at evasion.

No real student of American
history. no American worker in-
terested in the revolutionary tradi-
tions of his country, can afford to
miss this book.

WILL HERBERG.
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