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We are herewith reprinting a let-
ter sent us by one of our subscribers
in renewing his sub to the AGE. Un-
der the severest hamMlicaps Comrade
K. manages to work for and boost
the AGE. The workers in New York,
Philadelphia, Chicago, Detroit, Los
Angeles and Pittsburgh can certainly
draw considerable inspiration from
this model revolutionary loyalty. Com-
K shows the path. Let all loyal
workers follow% . x

I did not know that my sub to the
WORKERS AGE had expired be-
fore the receipt of your call, and
since the last of my few dollars sav-
ed in the former years is gone, I had
to renew the sub COLLECTIVELY
which took so long.

There are only two men besides
myself who read the paper here and
they both are pennyless. The rest
have mo use for revolutionary litera-
ture whatsoever. They subscribe to
the capitalist papers and believe
everything .they say. Mostly all of
them are merchant seamen—one of
the most oppressed class of workers!
That shows the great “radicalization
of American workers” which was sup-
posed to be going on even three years

ago!
—-J. K.

WORKERS AGE

Subscription Drive

WORKERS AGE
228 Second Avenue
New York City.

Send me the Workers Age for 1
year ($2.50)—6 months ($1.50).

Name

Address

City

PREMIUM FOR ONE YEAR’S
SUB

Please Check

1. “Short Stories Out Of Sovict
Russia.”

2. “Social Implications Of Art,”
by Diego Rivera.

SALES-TAX OUT
IN HOUSE

March 28, 1932.

By a vote of 223 to 153 the insur-
gent coalition behind LaGuardia de-

feated the sales-tax measure in the|

Crisp-Mills revenue bill.  With this
step, added to the amendments pass-
ed by the insurgent block in the past
week, the Ways and Means Com-
mittee bill stands effectually slaught-
ered so that Representative Crisp
himself officially disowns it. A large
number of amendments and propos-
als were defeated.

In the excitement of the breaking
of party lines in the House, a tem-
porary block of insurgent Democrats
and high-tariff Republicans put thru
on March 26, an amendment for a
duty of 10c a hundred pounds of coal
and coke imports. The vote was 113
to 67. The high-tariff break was stop-
ped, however, thru a “plea” by Crisp,
supported by LaGuardia and Hawley.
Further proposals to raise tariff rates
were defeated.

The triumphant course of the insur-
gent coalition has now reduced the
Crisp revenue bill to complete chaos.
A Ways and Means subcommittee has
begun work finding new tax sources
which would stand the fire of the La-
Guardia block, while President Hoov-
er has issued a public statement de-
claring that the balancing of the bud-
get was the “keystone of business re-
covery.” The proposal to legalize
2.75% bcer as a basis for new taxes
was defcated in the House on March
25 by a vote of 216 to 132

NEW YORK CITY.—Over $14,-
140,000 was turned over by the city
administration here on March 23 to 66
banking institutions in the form of
tax rcfunds of bank taxes “illegal-
ly collected” between 1923 and 1926.
The beneficiaries were ,among others,
the First National Bank, the Manu-
facturers Trust Company, the Bank
of Manhattan, the Corn Exchange
Bal)k, the National City Bank, the
Irving Trust Company.

At a time when the miscrably in-
adequate rclief ‘agencies of the city
are being closed down for “lack of
funds”, the city administration has the
brazen insolence to turn over mil-
lions to the big banks!

Oul; | with the

Jingo Poison |

From Our Party i

An Appeal To Communists In America

the two imperialist powers.

about by the execution of their own
. And then, as if to expose the full
rottenness in the top circles of the
Party, powerful imperialist elements
in the Assembly of the League of Na-
tions made exactly the same propos-
als as the Communist Party of the
U. S. A.—to break diplomatic rela-
tions with Japan!

Now our false leaders have gone
further. They not only endorse the
proposal to break diplomatic relations
but they actually endorse the pro-
posal for an economic boycott by
Japan, first raised by Newton D. Bak-
er and supported by leading forces
in Wall Street. Thus they, the lead-
ers of the Communist Party, step in
with both feet into the ranks of the
jingo war-mongers, the worst ene-
mies of the working class.

The DAILY WORKER of March
19 declares .in its editorial:

“The revolutionary proletariat
supports fully . . . the boycott of
Japanese imperialism and its com-
merce an dall popular expressions
hostile to its foreign representa-
tives, demanding they cease their
activities and return home.”
Only a few weeks ago the DAILY

WORKER, and the Party leadership,
still had a spark of Communist de-
cency left and strongly opposed the
boycott proposals of Wall Street.

Today the DAILY WORKER sup-
ports the economic boycott and at-
tacks the “Lovestoneites” for expos-
ing its shameful, anti-labor, reaction-
ary course,

Every step forward in the swamp
of chauvinism draws one down fur-
ther into the bog! In order to justify
their slogans, the Party leaders and

The poison of chauvinism, the crassest form of opportunism, which trans-
formed the powerful Socialist parties of the world into “whited sepulchres”,
is being pumped into the veins of our Party, in ever greater quantities
and in ever more virulent forms, by its false leaders.

Several weeks ago, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
the U. S. A. raised the slogan: “Demand the expulsion of the diplomatic
representatives of murderous Japanese imperialism from the United States!”
Every thoughtful worker could see that this was a demand for the breaking
of diplomatic relations between the United States and Japan, for war between
If slogans mean anything, this slogan meant
that the leaders of the Communist Party were urging the American workers
to support Wall Street in a war against Japanese imperialism, a war biought

slogan!

the DAILY WORKER utterly and
most irresponsibly distort the facts
about the Far-Eastern situation, fab-
ricating Soviets in Shanghai, “strong
Communist influence” in the Nine-
teenth Route Army, and the like,
copying from the jingo press 'the
“juiciest” atrocity stories, and the
like.

American imperialism has taken a
back seat in the propaganda of the
Party. The central slogan of the
Party leaders recommend to the
workers of the United State is: “De-
feat JAPANESE imperialism!” What
about AMERICAN imperialism?
Does it play no significant role (n
the Far East? Or perhaps its role is
a beneficent one in aiding the Chin-
ese masses against Japangse aggres-
sion. Lenin taught us to estimate at
their proper worth the ‘“heroic” ges-
tures of the “revolutionists” who at-
tack French imperialism—in Ger-

many, German imperialism — in
France, but are remarkably cool
about “their own” imperialism at
home!

This chauvinist course of the Par-’

ty leaders is no ordinary mistake;
it.s a question of the life and death
of our Party. Will the Communist
membership, will the sympathetic
workers, tolerate the destruction of
the inner supports of our Party, the
revolutionary theory of Marxism-Len-
inism? Have they already forgotten
Au!gust 4, 1914? 'We cannot believe
SO

Upon the Party membership and
the revolutionary workers falls the
decision!

LLP. TO STAY IN
LABOR PARTY

“Conditional Affiliation”
Adopted; Dutch Sccial-
Democracy Split

BILLACKPOOIL, England. — By a
vote of 250 to 48, the conference of
the Independent Labor party, the left-
wing Socialist organization within the
British ILabor party, meeting here,
decided, on March 28, in favor of
“conditional affiliation” with the La-
bor party. The “conditions” have not
yet been formulated.

Earlier, a motion for immediate dis-
affiliation from the Labor party,
which was vigorously criticized by
the majority of the delegates for its
conservative and non-Socialist course,
had been defeated by a vote of 182
to 144. A 'motion for unconditional
affiliation was likewise defeated by a
vote of 214 to 98. Then the pro-
posal for “conditional affiliation” was
adopted.

The I. L. P. confercnce is itself
the scene of a sharp struggle between
the right and left wings of the party.
The left clements, led by James Max-
ton and George Buchandn, scem to
be predominant in the party altho
it is not certain that they will be
able to carry all their proposals at
this conference. In recent devel-
opments, considerable sections of the
left wing of the I. L. P. have ap-
proached very close to the revolution-
ary Socialist, i.e.,, Communist, posi-

tion.
* M %

Dutch Social-Democrats Split

THE HAGUE.—Repeating the re-
cent developments in Germany, a left
Socialist party has been ecstablished
in this country as a result of a split
in the Social-democratic Labor party
of Holland.

The conference of the Social-demo-
cratic partv. which met here during

(Continued on page 2)

STUDENTS DRIVEN
OUT OF KY.

Arbitrarily Chased Out By
State Officials Under
Coal Company Orders

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Anyone
sympathizing with labor in its strug-
gle against the merciless oppression
of capital, has no rights at all in
Tennessee, Governor Horton of this
State informed a declegation of East-
crn college students and instructors,
who, after arbitrary expulsion from
Kentucky, where they had gone to in-
vestigate  conditions in the strike
arcas, were denied the use of the pub-
lic roads in the Statc of Tennessee.

The local Tennessee officials had
assaulted them and driven them off
the highways as they were passing
thru the State. They appealed to the
Governor who attacked their alleged
Communist sympathies and refused ‘o
extend any protection to them against
the arbitrary terrorism of the State
officials,

The group of students and instruc-
tors of a number of Eastern colleges,
who camec down to investigate the in-
human conditions under which the
miners live and the reign of terror
njintained by ‘the company-owned
State and local officials, had a taste
of the latter when, on March 25, they
were arbitrarily ejected from the
state and forced to leave for Ten-
nessce. The first bus load of stud-
ents and instructors came thru Cum-
bertand Gap, were halted by State of-
ficials and turned away. The second
group tried to get in at Fonde, ten
miles west, but were also stopped by
County Attorncy Walter B. Smith,

Mr. Smith decclared that, in his
opinion, the students had come to
Kentucky to “no good purpose,” and
therefore he would keep them out.
He also declared that he “suspected”

(Continued on page 2)

DIEGO RIVER

DIST. 9 MINERS IN
COAL STRIKE

10,000 Join Big Struggle;
U.M.W.A. Officials Help
To Break Strike

ASHI.LAND, Pa.—The Shenandoah
Mine Board, rcpresenting at least
10,000 miners, voted, on March 25,
to join the “insurgent” strike that
had been initiated a few days before
by the riiners of District 1 of the
Anthracite region. The Shenandoah
Mine Board is part of District 9.

The District 9 organization also
called upon Governor Pinchot to re-
move the State police which has been
terrorizing the miners and doing
everythine else to break the strike.

Mecanwhile, thru the pressure of the
reactionary officials of the U.M.W.
A., who are helping the coal compan-
ics smash the strike, a number of col-
licries have returned to work, but so
far the gains in spreading the strike
have outnumbercd the losses.

The strike is primarily a struggle
over the cqualization of work in the
Anthracite field (the full demands
were presented in the last issue of
the Workers Age) and was called by
a number of locals in District I with-
out the “authorization” of the Inter-
national and district officials of the
United Mine Workers of America

Role. of U.M.W.A. Leaders

We publish below some exinacls
from a letter of a leading Com-
munist Anthracite wminer, who 18
playing a prominent role in the pres-
ent strike. The letter shows clearly
the shameful role of the reactionary

(Continued on page 2)

REPUBLICAN ARMY
IN BIG PARADE

Irish Radicals Show Power
In Dublin; Rift With
DeValera Grows

DUBLIN.—Two thousand men of
the Irish Republican Army paraded
thru crowded Dublin on March 27,
sixteen ycars after the famous Easter
uprising. The parade had been leg-
alized by the DeValera government.

They wore no uniforms and car-
ried no arms but they paraded in
military formation with the prccision
of well-trained soldiers. Opposite the
Post Office in O’Connell  Street,
where some of the fiercest fighting
in 1916 had taken place, the buglers
sounded a salute, the flags were dip-
ped and the orders “Eyes left,”
echoed down the line from the offi-
cers.

A two-mile proccssion of women’s
and children’s Republican organiza-
tions followed the army to Galsvenin
Cemetery where the heroes of the
1916 rising lie buried.

Numerous speeches were held thru-
out the city demanding the complete
independence of Ireland from Great
Britain and the establishment of an
Irish Workers Republic.

*o® ok

The friction betwcen the DeValera
moderate nationalist forces, support-
ed by the Free Staté Army, and the
radical Republicans, with the well-
trained Irish Recpublican Army, is
growing greater every day.

The clection of DeValera was both
a sign of and a stimulant to a rapid
leftward movement of the Free State
population, especcially the peasants
and the workers. The reformist and
legalistic methods of the Fianna Fail
are certain to manifest their complete
bankruptcy when put face to face

with the great problems DeValera

himself is raising—the oath, the land
annuities, etc.— and the support of
the radical Republicans, who realize
that the freedom of Ircland is to be
won only thru uncompormising gmass
struggle of the people under the lead-
crship of the Irish proletariat, has
alrcady begun to grow and to root it-
sclf deeply thruout the country.

* ¥ ¥

SYDNEY, N. S. W. — The New
South Wales Labor party conference
has adopted a resolution pledging
sympathy and support to the “stiug-
gle of the Irish pcople for [reedom

and sclf-determination.”
* * *

DELHI, India. — Virtually cvery

(Continued on page 2)

BANKERS DEMAND
HIGHER FARE

Would Take Millions From
Masses; Walker Confers
With Big Bankers

NEW YORK CITY.—The ring ot
bankers whose financial control of
the city was openly avowed upon the
occasion of their loan of $251,000,000
in cash and credit to the Walker ad-
ministration, have announced their
demand that the subway fare be rais-
¢d and tens of millions of dollars tak-
cn from the pockets of the poor peo-
ple of the city to be transferred into
their own.

As a condition for their financial
aid in January the bankers obtain-
ed from the Board of Estimate a
“pledge”, in the form of a resolution

(Continued on page 2)

Scottsboro Death Sentence IS
Confirmed by Ala. High Court

May 13 Set As Date Of Legal Murder Of Seven Scott.sboro
Victims; Court Declares Lynch-Verdict ‘Fair Trial’
Chief Justice Dissents; I. L. D. To Appeal

MONTGOMERY, Ala.—By a vote
of 6 to 1 the Alabama Supreme Court,
on Match 24, confirmed the legal
lynch-verdict of the lower court in
the Scottsboro case, condemning to
death seven of the eight Negro boys
for alleged assault upon two white
prostitutes. In the case of Eugene
Williams, one of the defendants, the
verdict was reversed and a new trial
ordered on the ground that He was a

THE BOSS “RELIEF” RACKET

! SHELL ouT son/
THE PoOR 9 EVER
WITH VS Y'KNOW

“PEAGE” TALK IN EAST BREAKS DOWN
AS JAPS REFUSE TO LEAVE GHINA

Jap Invasion Is Extended; Kuomintang Government In
Collapse As Revolts Loom In Canton And North;
Red Armies Advance; Rebellion In Manchuria

SHANGHAI.—The much-advertis-
ed “peace” conferences between the
representatives of the Japan and the
Chinese “central” government, fin-
ally broke down on March 29 after
a few days of futile negotiations. The
Japanesc dcfinitely refused to with-
draw their troops from the occupied
arcas and spoke of keeping them
there all Summer and of building
permanent barracks for them.

The Japancse army heads are pre-
paring for further advqnce and a re-
sumption of fighting is already re-

orted.
P * * *

Kuomintang Government Collapses

SHANGHAI—The complete disin-
tegration of the Kuomintang ‘“cen-
tral” government, under the impact
of its loss of prestige from the de-
feats administered by the Japanesc,
is now an immediate prospect, ac-
cording to observers here.

In spite of the support of U. S.
imperialism, the Nanking government
has béen declining with the greatest
rapidity. It is now complctely dis-
credited among the masses, who are
very willing to fight against the ag-
gression of Japan btu whose encr-
gies arc suppressed by the “central”
government out of fear that they may
go ‘“too far.” The very important
Cantonese faction is reported as be-
ing at the point of breaking with the
Nanking government, utilizing as the
issue the failure of Chiang Kai-shek
to support and relieve the Ninetcenth
Route Army in its vigorous resist-
ance to the Japancse,

\

In the North, conferences are tak-
ing place Yen Hsi-shan and Feng
Yu-hsiang and others, which are re-
garded as presaging a secession move-
ment in the Northern provinces loose-
ly ticd up with the Cantonese break.

The authority of the Nanking-Loy-
ang government is now narrowed
down-to almost nothing

On the other hand, the Red peas-
ant armies of the Yangste basin have
been making considerable headway
recently, in §pite of some setbacks.

LR

Revolt Against the Manchurian
Puppet State

DATIREN.—Insurgent forces oper-
ating against the new Japanese pup-
pet-government of Manchuria (Man-
choukuo) have penetrated to within
thirty-five miles of the new capital,
Chang-chun, and are threatening the
walled city of Nungan. The insur-
gents number at least 3,00 and it is
rumorcd that the 1,500 Kirin troops
at Nungan have mutinied and joined

them
General Honjo, Japanese command-
cr, has announced the departure of

a strong “punitive” expedition against
the insurgents.

MAKE EVERY READER A SUB-
SCRIBER TO WORKERS AGE

Lectures SUNDAY, APRIL 3,8 p. m,
‘Trends in Modern Art',228-2nd Av,

minor. The date of execution of the
seven legal lynch-law victims was set
for May 13.

Every fact that had been brought
forward by the most impartial inves-
tigators as evidence of the utterly pre-
judiced character of the trial of these
boys (the refusal of a change of ven-
ue, the brutal haste in convicting the
victims, the mob spirit in the town,
the presence of large bodies of State
militia, etc.) was held by the court
to confirm the validity of the verdict
of the lower court! The Supreme
Court also held that the exclusion of
Negroes from the jury was quite le-
gal and justified!

Chief Justice John C. Anderson dis-
sented from the decision of the Court,
declaring that no fair trial had been
had in the case.

Upon the announcement of the ver-
dict the International Labor Defense,
which has been championing the case
of the victims, issued a statement,
sent to Governor Miller of Alabama,
as follows:

“Millions of workers thruout world
cnraged at State Supreme Court con-
firmation of death verdicts against
Scottsboro boys. Every scrap of evi-
dence proves the boys innocent, vic-
tims of blatant frame-up, railroaded
ruthlessly thru legal lynch machin-
cry designed to terrorize workers, es-
pecially black ones. Supreme Court
verdict reveals highest courts work-
ing hand in glove with owners of
America against working class. We
demand rclease of Scottsboro victims
and immediate halt of lynchings, leg-
al and otherwise, in vour State. I. L.
D. pledges to leave no stone unturned
to free these boys.”

Roger N. Baldwin, director of the
American Civil Liberties Union, com-
mented as follows:

“The Alabama Supreme Court runs
true to Southern form in upholding
the death verdict in the Scottsboro
case. Considering the general atti-
tude in the South toward any rape
case, howcever disputed the fagts, it
was hardly to be expected that a new
trial would be ordered.”

George W. Chamlee, chief counsel
for the defendants, announced from
Chattanooga that hc would imme-
diately rcquest a rchearing of the
court, and that the International La-
bor Defense would ask an appeal
from the Alabama Supreme Court to
the United Stat.es .Sugrcme Court.

ATI.ANTA.—Tle lives of six Com-
munists, Ann Burlack, Mary Dalton,
Joe Carr, M. Powers, John Story and
Gilmer Brady, the latter two Negroes,
are in danger as a result of convic-
tion under a savage law passed dur-
ing the reactionary days after Recon-
struction in order to suppress any
struggle of the Negroes for freedom.
The law provides the death penalty
for “consipracy to overthrow the sov-
ercign state of Georgia.”™

The six Comjinunists were convict-
cd and condemmned to legal death for
carrying on Comjmunist propaganda
and' distributing Communist litera-
ture!

Appcal has been made to Judge
Edgar H. Pomeroy, who has taken
the case “under fdvisement.”

RIVERA TO SPEAK
ON_ APRIL 3

Dicgo Rivera, the world-famous
Mexican revolutionary artist, who has
becen working in the United States
will make his final public appearance
in New York at a lecture to be deliv-
ered the coming Sunday, April 3, at 8
P. M. at the New Workers School
Forum, 228 Sccond Avenue, corner
14th Street.

Diego Rivera will speak on the
subject “Trends in Modern Art.” He
will discuss the tendencies in art as
manifested today in the United States,
in Mexico, in capitalist Europe and
i the Soviet Union. At a previous
appecarance at the New  Workers
School Forum, Diego Rivera spoke
on the “Social Tmplications of Art”
to a packed hall, and the lecture
aroused a tremendous amount of in-
terest as indicated by the discussion
from the floor.

Workers who heard Rivera’s prev-
ious lecture will surely not miss this
once. Everyvbody is urged to come
carly as the scating capacity of the
hall is limited.

Bert Wolfe will act as translator.

Admission to the lecture is 25 cents.
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WORKERS AGE

LESSONS OF THE

RECENT STRIKES

OF LOCAL 66, I, L. 6. W. U

by George Halpern

New York City.

The general strike of the tuckers,
pleaters and novelty stitchers was ter-
minated a week after it was called,
March 9, when the union reached an
understanding with the association re-
garding terms of a collective agree-
ment. The strike was conducted by
Local 66, 1.L..GW.U,, formerly the
union of bonnaz embroiderers, but
now comprising also the torkers of
the above mentioned crafts, as a re-
sult of the merging with Local 41
of the tuckers, pleaters and stitchers

several months ago.
* x ®

Conditions of Workers

The workers of these crafts were
working under most miserable con-
ditions. They had to work all hours
and any day of the week the bosses
wanted them to. Wages were as low
as $18-$20 a week for girls experienc-
ed on all machines. Piece-work be-
" came widespread among tuckers. In
the once better-paid shops wages
were reduced three, four and five
times. There was no semblance of
working standz;rds* of*any kind.

Workers Disgusted With the Union

When I.ocal 66 took over Local
41, the latter was practically non-
existent as a union, During the last
four yecars Local 41, under the lead-
ership of the right-wing, had carried
thru two strikes—both of the notor-
ious 1930 City Hall dress strike type.
An agrecment had been arranged for
with the association, then the “strike”
called, the bosses made out the checks
for the dues and the workers were
sent back with the previous condi-
tions unchanged. Neceedless to say,
between the “strikes” the union did
nothing to protect thc intcrests of
the workers, Naturally the workers
got disgusted with this kind of union-
ism and they dropped out of the local
almost to the last*me;zlbcr.

*  *

Strike Forced Upon Local 66

Local 66, soon after the merger,
began ncgotiations for a ncw agree-
ment for the tuckers, pleaters and
stitchers. The bosses, however, were
in no mood to yield to the most mod-
erate demands of the vnion, and there
remained only one coursec—to call a
general strike. Sevecral times the
union called upon the workers of
those trades, thru circulars distribut-
ed in the market, to come to meet-
ings and discuss the situation in the
trade. The response, however, was
negligible. N

Militants Fail In Their Duty

There are working in these trades
several loyalite Party members and a
number of Industrial Union sympa-
thizers (so-called “left-wingers™). It
would scem obvious to any unsophis-
ticated mind that the prime duty of
the “left-wingers”, and particularly of
the Communists, was to be the first
ones to respond to the call, to take
the lead in rebuilding the union, to
prepare the workers for a real strug-
gle against the sweat-shop conditions.
There was a splendid opportunity for
left-wingers and Communists to show
to the woarkers indeed that they were
the ones who had their interests at
heart, that they were in the first
ranks in the fight for bettering con-
ditions, thus gaining the contidence
of the workers and winning them for
class-struggle policies.

Unfortunately, not one Party mem-
ber, not one “left-winger”, came to
any of the meetings to discuss with
the workers, the strike demands or
strike policies. On the first day of
the strike these “militants” were jnost
conspicuous by their absence. Some
were even found working behind lock-
ed doors under “protection” provided
by the boss. Such anti-working class,
poisonous fruits did the dual-union

tactics of the official C. P. bear!
*  x *

Workers Gain Little from Settlement

The agreement now in force pro-
vides for a minimum scale of $42 for
tuckers, $35 for plecaters, $22 for
pleaters hclpers, $25 for stitchers,
with the exception of zig-zag mach-
ine opeartors and bottom fellers,
whose scale is $18. This wage-scale
will give a slight increase to a por-
tion of workers of these trades. Time-
and a-half pay for overtime is to
take effect on September 1. The
working week is to remain 42 hours,
and, if by next February the union
will succeed to organize 809% of the
trade, the working week will be re-
duced to 40 hours. The prospects
for a shorter wecek during the life
of this agreement are thus made very
slim. The agreement further pro-
vides for a two weeks trial period
with a no-discharge clause, and a la-
bor buro, that is, the employers must
obtain their help exclusively from the
union.

. The settlement brought but slight
improvements for the workers in the

*

way of gains in wages, hours or
working conditions. However, the
achievements of this strike can be
made to go a long way towards pre-
paring the ground and laying founda-
tions for a really effective struggle
and much greater accomplishments
when the present agreement will ex-
pire in about eighteen months from

now, provided . .. .
* * *

Biggest Task Ahead Yet

Provided the union will, during this
period, by its action succeed in con-
vincing the workers, that it is a use-
ful and effective weapon for the de-
fense of their interests., And here
again is a big field open for the Com-
munists and real left-wingers to per-
form their duty to the revolutionary
movement. It is the duty of the
militants to be on guard in the shops
against every attempt of the bosses
to infringe upon the rights of the
workers, and, in the union, to exert
utmost pressure that the officials fight
to maintdin those slight advantages
gaihed in the first skirmish. It is the
duty of the class-conscious workers,
on one hand, to resist aggressively
the efforts of the employers to reduce
the agreement to a mere scrap of pa-
per, and, on the other hand, to be
the driving force in the union to make
it defend scrupulously and vigorous-
ly every inch of ground gained by
the workers. If -the militants pursue
these tactics, they will make up for
their failure in the strike situation
and the workers in the shops will
soon recognize them as their faithful
lcaders and courageous fighters for
their interests.

I. L. P. VOTES TO STAY
IN LABOR PARTY

(Continued from page 1)
Easter, was the scenc of an unusually
sharp strugele between the right and
the left wings of the organization.
The left wing leaders charged the
official party hcads with conducting
a policy of direct betrayal of the in-
terests of labor. The rcformism of
the old opportunists in contorl of
Dutch Social-democracy was vigor--
ously cxposed.

Finally, on March 28, about 400 of
the 2,000 declegates present left the
conference and organized a new In-
dependent  Socialist l.abor party of
Holland. Altho no accurate figures
arc available, all facts indicate that
the support thc left-wingers have
among the party membership gocs
considerably beyond the numerical
proportion of delegates (20%).

The Communist Party of Holland
is a tiny impotent sect, with no in-
fluence among the workers.

BANKERS DEMAND BIG,
RISE IN FARE

(Continued from Page 1)

committing the Walker administra-
tion to “economy” and ‘retrench-
ment” and also the undertaking of
“prompt studies with the purpose of
developing new sources of revenue
and of determining what activities of
the city may be put upon a totally
or partially sclf-supporting basis.”

The demand for the scrapping of
the Sc-fare is made in pursuance of
the above resolution. A sharp reduc-
tion in the salarics of city employccs
i1s also expected.

Ncgotiations between Mavor Jaimes
J. Walker and the representatives of
the banking ring are to begin very
soon.

IRISH REPUBLICANS IN
BIG PARADE

(Continued from Page 1)

Congress and nationalist newspaper
in India has cxpressed its sympathy
with the struggle of lrcland against
British imperialism, drawing a paral-
lcl between the nationalist struggle
in the two countrics.

MADRID.—A large crowd of strik-
ing workers in the city of Antequara,
in the Province of Malaga, vigorous-
ly attacked and burned a monastery
which had been notorious for its re-
actionary and anti-labor activities in
recent months. A detachment of
Civil Guards, the monarchist semi-
military police force, arrived on the
scenc and fired wupon the workers
with no avail. One was slain and sev-
cral wounded but the crowd did not
disperse until the hated monastery
was finally destroyed.

In the Cortes, this demonstration
of mass resentment on the part of
the working people was made the
subject of violent diatribes by gov-
ernment speakers against the labor
movement and the pcasantry.
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STUDENTS DRIVEN
OUT OF KY.

(Continued from Paye 1)

that some of the visitors “believed in
Communism,” which was “a crime in
this region.” When asked to show
the legal warrant for his action, the
district attorney emphatically an-
nounced that he was “all the law ne-
cessary.” An appeal to Governor
Lafioon for protection against the
despotic and illegal attacks of the lo-
cal ;authorities brought no #&esults
whatsoever. An appeal to the Fed-
eral Department of Justice for pro-
tection met with the reply from At-
torney .General Mitchell jthat “the
Federal government has nothing to
do with it; it is up to the State.”

One of the assaulted students being
a British subject, Garriel Carritt, son
of E. F. Carritt, Professor of Reli-
gion at Oxford University, a protest
was made to the British Embassy.

Donald Henderson, instructor in
Columbia University, went to Wash-
ington to see what could be done to
bring the outrageous actions of the
Kentucky officials before Congress.
He conferred with Senator Costigan,
author of a bill before the Senate
Manufactures Committee for Federal
investigation of conditions in Harlan
and Bell Counties.

. " »

The regime of arbitrary terrorism
set up by local and state authorities
in the coal regions, upon behest of
the coal companies, can only be_comn-
parcd to the despotic rule of the
slaveholding oligarchy before the
Civil War, when abolitionists and an-
ti-slavery agitators, and even impar-
tial investigators not wedded to the
slavery cause, were driven out of the
slave states, itarred and feathered,
and often murdered, legally or other-
wise. At that time the slave power
held the nation in its deadly grip;
today it is the power of trust-capital.
As one was smashed, so will be the
other!

COMMUNIST AND SOCIALIST PARTIES
INVITED TO SPEAK ON GERMANY

Letters Of Communist Party (Majority Group)

In preparation of the discussion
meeting on the significance of the
recent German election and the run-
off election of April 10, organized
by the Communist Party (Majority
Group) for Friday evening, April 22,
at the Labor. Temple, 14 Street and
Second Avenue, invitations have been
sent to the Communist and Socialist
parties to send speakers to the meet-
ing to present their viewpoints on
the tactics followed in the -elections
and on the results.

No replies have as yet been re-
ceived. The letters follow:

‘ * kW

The Letter To The Communist Party

The Communist Party of the U.
S. A. (Majority Group) has arrang-
ed a meeting to discuss the results
of the German Presidential elections
which will take place on April 10th.

The results of these elections will
be of momentous importance to the
entire labor movement. The results
will also be of special significance to
the Communists on account of the
role played in the elections by the
Communist” Party of Germany since
it appeared in these elections for the
first time with a candidate who was
unopposed by a candidate of the So-
cial-democratic party. Futhermore
the issues raised by the Communist
Party of Germany and the refusal to
issue a call for a working class unit-
ed front against Fascism will have a
direct bearing upon the results of the
clections and the future of the move-
ment,

For these reasons the committee ar-
ranging the meecting has decided to
invite the Communist. Party of the
U. S. A, District of New York, to
send a representative to this meeting
to present the viewpoint of the Com-
munist Party, it being understood that

" DISTRICT 9 MINERS JOIN STRIKE

(Continued from page 1)
union leaders in helping coal compan-
ies and the local government to sup-
press the strike.

* K ¥

When the strike was called and
mass picketing started in some cases
we were able to close the mine down
completely and the_ local union then
decided to stay out on strike. In
other cases, pickets would shut down
the mine about 80% and then the lo-
cal officers of that particular union,
together with the bosses, would can-
vass the miners and urge them to
work. They succeeded in this to a
certain extent. In the other cases lo-
cal officers, with the bosses, would
gather the men at a certain place and
then they would march in a body to
work (South Wilkes Barre and Dor-
rance). In some cases local officers
were deputised and lead their men
to "work (Woodwards Colliery).
Then, we find again in local unions
(I.oomis and Buttonwood Colliery),
which the company controls indirect-
ly, that after the membership voted
for strike, the local officers would
put forward the theory of a referen-
dum vote. This referendum is noth-
ing more than a scheme to have the
men go back to work. In this refer-
endum, in order to identify him as

DEBATE

THE FUTURE OF
DICTATORSHIPS and
PARLIAMENTARY
DEMOCRACY

Dr. Reinhold Niebur

President New York Chapter of the
League for Industrial Democracy
Professor, at Union Theo-
logical Seminary

Jay Lovestone
Editor Workers Age

!

Andrew J. Biemiller
Chairman
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Negro Jazz Band :

of that particular local union, it was
nccessary for a man to have the due
bill on which he drew his pay at that
particular collicry for the last two
wecks in February., I would say that
the great majority of the men had de-
stroyed this due bill after they re-
ccived his pay and because of this
the local union officers and the com-
pany were able to claim that the
majority had voted to go back to
work. The actual fact is that the big
majority couldn’t vote, due to the fact
that they didn’t have their due bill.

All this, together with the big ter-
ror of State police and other govern-
ment strike-breaking agencies, operat-
ed to bring about demoralization of
the active picketing. Since the sher-
iff’'s proclamation, mass picketing has
been weakened to a great extent. At
the same time it must be said that
the people in charge of the organiza-
tion of picketing have also let down
on their activity (4th Inspection Dis-
trict, Lower part of Wilkes Barre.)

There have been many protests sent
to the Governor against the terror of
the police. In answering these tele-
grams, Governor Pinchot says that
he will not stand for the clubbing of
pickets by his police but, on the other
hand, he says that the violence of
the miners is increasing. This shows
the actual stand of Governor Pinchot
since it actually carries with it in-
direct instructions to the State police
and to the denuty sheriffs to club the
striking miners into submission,

* %k

Six tmen have been selected tu meet
the Governor on Monday, March 28,
at two o'clock, at Harrisburg. These
six men represent the joint general
mine committee which is leading the
strike, The miners cannot expect to
get anywhere or anything from this
conference.

There is no question about the fact
that the capitalist newspapers were
lying about the strike in order to con-
fuse the miners and get them back to
work and that includes the represen-
tative of the New York Times.

AMALG. CIRCLE HOLDS
BIG AFFAIR

9

The Amalgamated Clothing Work-
ers Progressive Circle held a success-
ful banquet to celcbrate the forma-
tion of a progressive group in the
A. C. W. The affair was held at
228 Sccond Avenue, on Saturday eve-
ning, March 26. Over 100 workers
attended. .
. Brother H. Ostrinsky was chair-
man and Brother Vichick presented
the policics and plans of the organi-
zation. Brothers Goodman, Riger,
Tartasky, and Alex Cohen participat-
ed in the discussion. Ben Gitlow,
Secretary of the Communist Party
(Majority Group) and an cxpelled
member of the Aimalgamated, greet-
cd the circle.

Ben Gitlow reviewed the history
of the Amalgamated and of the left-
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the representative of the Communist
Party will get the same time allotted
to the speaker of the Socialist party
and the speaker of the Communist
Party of the U. S. A. (Majority
Group).

I trust you will recognize how im-
portant it is that the issue involved
in the German Presidential elections
be thoroly discussed so that the con-
clusions can be drawn as to the prop-
er policies and tactics which must be
used in a situation like the one in
Germany, where it is of paramount
importance to fight and wipe out the
menace of Fascism to the working
class. '

* % %
The Letter To The Socialist Party

The Communist Party of the U. S.
A. (Majority Group) has arranged a
meeting to discuss the final results
of the German Presidential elections
which take place April 10th. The
meeting will take place at the Labor
Temple, 14th Street and 2nd Avenue.

The results of these elections will
be of momentous importance to the
entire labor movement.

In view of the fact that the Social-
democratic party of Germany has de-
cided to support the candidacy of
Hindenburg in order to “insure the
defeat of Hitler” and has formed a
bloc with the Bruening bourgeois for-
ces for that purpose, rejecting an an-
ti-Fascist workingclass bloc, the com-
mittee organizing the meeting con-
sidered it advisable to invite a repre-
sentative of the Socialist party to ex-
plain the position of the Socialists in
the light of the final results.

On bchalf of the committee, I re-
quest that the New York City or-
ganization of the Socialist party send
a speaker to this meeting to repre-
sent their viewpoint, it being under-
stood that the Socialist representative
will be given the same timc allotted
the speaker of the Communist Party
of the U. S. A. who will present the
official Communist position and the
speaker of the Communist Party U.
S. A, (Majority Group) who will re-
present the opposition viewpoint in
the Communist Party of the U, S. A.

I trust that you will see the advisa-
bility of having a representative of
your organization prescnt your view-
point at this important meeting.

SILK WORKERS IN
FEDERATION

About 60 delegates, representing
more than 8,000 silk workers of Al-
lentown, Easton, Bethlehem, North-
ampton, Stroudsburg, Wilkes Barre
and other large silk centers of Penn-
sylvania, and from Paterson, West
New York, Pumpton Lake, Summit,
Phillipsburg, silk centers of New Jer-
sey, met in Easton, Pa., on Sunday,
March 13, to form the American Fed-
eration of Silk Workers within the

United Textile Workers. W. Kelley,
International vice-president of the
U.T,W.A., presided and introduced

Frank Schweitzer, general secretary
of the central executive board of the
amalgamated unions of Paterson, N.
J., who gave an outline report on the
proposed plan of the new organiza-
tion.

“The silk industry has been in a
state of chaos and confusion for
many years which has resulted in
starvation wages and long hours for
the workers,” Schweitzer said in his
address to the conference. “It is
time that the workers generally
should attack this problem intelligent-
ly. Capital has always seized the
opportunity to attack wages and
!engthen_ hours by using the workers
in one district against the others dur-
ing their struggles.

“We must, therefore, organize the

wing struggles within it. He outlin-
ed his suggestions as to how best
to fight the burocracy. Gitlow was
grected with loud applause.

The banquet marks the second big
achievement of the Circle amongst
the men’s clothing workers. A foew
weeks ago it was responsible for the
holding of a successful meeting of

the clothing workers in Stuyvesant
Casino.

Thp.speakers pictured the terrible
f:pndmorgs that exist in the. shops.
They pointed out the class-collabora-
tion policy of the leaders of the
Amalgamated and their refusal to
fight for better conditions in the
trade. At the same time they criticiz-
cd the wrong policies of rank and

file committee, cover-name for the
N.T. W. L U,
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NEWSBOY STRIKE IN HAVANA

Recently, hundreds of newsboys in
Havana, Cuba, militantly prqtested
against the half-cent increase in the
price of the newspapers, El Pais and
Informacion. Police reserves had to
be called out in an attempt to defeat
the efforts of the newsboys to main-
tain the former rate. So effective
was the action of the newsboys that
only a small portion of the usual 25,
000 to 30,000 copies of the newspap-
ers reached the public. The newsboys
said they would prevent further sale
of these newspapers unless the origi-
nal prices were restored.

The capitalists of every nation try
to place as much as possible of the
burdens of crisis upon the backs of
the workers, especially if they _be
the weak backs of unorganized child-
ren whom they believe incapable of
effective struggle. Let us hope that
the working class of Havana will
come to the aid of these children in
their struggle. -The newsboys piust
become part of the organized labor
movement where they can be trained
to be militant fighters In this way
they will also strencthen the move-
ment of the adult workers.

Any Undernourishment In
The United States?

At the National Canners Conven-
tion held in Chicago several weeks
ago, Dr. H. E. Bernard, director of
the White House Conference on Child
Health and Protection, made this re-
markably impudent statement:

“American children are not un-
dernourished. . They are just as
healthy today as they were in the
boom days of 1928 and anyone who
denies this fact is either ignor-
ant of his facts or is guilty of
spreading ‘red’ propaganda.”

We are sorry to have the worthy
doctor contradicted by no less a per-
son than President: Hoover himself,
in his speech delivered at the 1930
White House Conference on child
health and protection.

On page 8 of the official publica-

tion of this conference we find the
following statement in Hoover’s
speech:

“One of your committees reports
that out of 45,000,000 children—

6,000,000 are improperly nour-
ished,

1,000,000 have weak and dam-
aged hearts,

382,000 are tubercular, etc.”

workers in the entire industry so that
we may present a united front in our
efforts to better conditions. We are
presenting a program that we feel
will meet a great need among the silk
workers and we hope that from today
great strides will be made in this
new national union.”

The resolution establishing the A.
F. S. W. stated that the objects of
the new union are the complete or-
ganization of the workers. in the silk
industry and the establishing of uni-
Forril( wages, hours and conditions of
work.

Frank Schweitzer, secretary of the
central executive board of the amal-
zamated silk unions of Paterson, was
elected temporary secretary of the
new federation. A call for a second
conference to be held on April 10 at
Allentowq, Pa., will be sent out from
the temporary headquarters at 201
Market St., Paterson, in the very
near future.

Lhat was at the very high ‘peak of
before there were ten million un-

.employed, before the measly savings

of the workers had been exhausted.
One can imagine what has happened
since then.

To further enlighten our learned
doctor we quote from Gov. Pinchot’s
letter to Senator Jones, chairman of
the Senate Appropriations commit-
tee and to Senator Reed of Pennsyl-
vania, protesting against a $100,000
reduction in the appropriation to the
Federal Children’s Buro:

“There are not ten States which
have a buro of women and chil-
dren in their labor departments, as
Pennsylvania has, and even so,
the depression has so affected
Pennsylvania school children that
more than one-quarter of them are
suffering from undernourishment.”

In another part of his speech the
doctor became logical and declared:

“Foods are plentyful and they
are cheap; hence, there is no legi-
timate reason for any child in this
country to be undernourished.”

We see no reason for this sad state
of affairs either. But these deplor:
able facts persist nevertheless. It is
the business of the working class to
see to it that the foods and other
necessities are made available to the
undernourished children. We propose
that the unemployed receive unem-
nloyment insurance, so that their
families may at least have enough to
keep themselves alive. These propos-
als, of course, will not do away with
the ills that afflict the working class
child. Real health and development
for the child will be possible only
under a working class government.
For that we need to prepare right
now by building and strengthening
all working class organizations. We
must organize the children to fight
side by side with their parents for a
workers world.

The Student League Con-
ference In N. Y.

New York City

The National Student League is
holding its first conference on March
28-30 at its headquarters, 102 W. 14
Street.

The Students League was formed
rccently to coordinate the activities
of a number of student Social
Problems and Liberal clubs of the
colleges and universities in this coun-
try. The League is publishing a mag-
azine—The Student Review —and
has lield several symposiums in New
York. It sent a student delegation to
investigate conditions among the min-
ers in Kentucky.

The Student League could play a
very important, role among the col-
lege students of the U. S. Unfortu-
nately, the leading spirits of the Stud-
cnts League are pursuing a very nar-
row and sectarian policy.

A healthy opposition to the wrong
program and policies of the Student
l.cague has decveloped in the Social
Problems Club of New York Univer-
sity. 1t has taken the form of oppo-
sition to the tactics and Mot to the
aims of the League. :

x % %

In a future issue of the Age, the
student question will be discussed in
detail.  An analysis of the Student
L.cague will be included.
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New Workers School Forum
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Admission 25¢

Series of Eight $1.00

(28 QODTC0POOD B8] [ B8 0000 (OOl B {8 (oo ) (B8 Co0nnon Be)

MAY DAY CELEBRATION AND DANCE

SATURDAY EVE. APRIL 30TH

- NEW HARLEM CASINO
116th Street and Lenox Avenue

Auspices: WORKERS AGE

Dancing
Admission

Entertainment

Speakers
H K S0 Cents




L

. 'the

WORKERS AGE

Page Three

Mobilizing Industry for Imperialism

Labor in the Coming War

from Official Army Instructions

We publish below extracts from
the Special Text No. 229, “Industrial
Mobilization,” for use with Army Ex
tension Courses. It illustrates the
plans of the War Department, with
the aid and assistance of the reac-
tionary officials of the labor unions,
to deprive the working men of this
country of all rights won thru dec-
ades of struggle and to reduce them
to a status lower than prison-labor
as enslaved adjuncts to the war ma-
chine of American imperialism.

. & @

Assistant Secretary of War, The—
A civilian appointed by the President
who, under the direction of the Sec-
retary of War, is charged with super-
vision of the procurement of all mili-
tary supplies and other business of
War Department pertaining
thereto and the assurance of adequate
provision for the mobilization of ma-
terial and industrial organizations es-
sential to war time needs.

o o

To accomplish this supervision a
planning branch has been establish-
-ed in the office of the Assistant Sec-
retary of War under a Director of
Procurement. In time of peace suit-
able personnel must be selected, train-
ed, and organized for efficient execu-
tion of the program and a study
made of such additional laws as it
may seem desirable to ask of Con-
gress when the emergency arises.

The Army Industrial College was
established in February, 1924, for the
purpose of training Army" officers
in the useful knowledge pertaininz to
the supervision of procurement of all
military supplies in time of war, and
the assurance of adequate provision
for the mobilization of the material
and industrial organizations essen-
tial to war - time nmeeds. Its supervi-|
sion and control is vested in The As-
sistant Secretary of War who is sup-
ported by an advisory board com-
posed of the chiefs of the supply
arms and services.

s

Industrial control agency.—An
agency to which the President dele-
gates authority to coordinate and con-

“trol certain war activities of the ex-

ecutive departments of the Govern-
ment and of industry of the United
States.

Those items which involve special
difficulties in procurement are list-
ed by the procurement arms and ser-
vices. Such lists, known as lists of
priority items, are submitted to The
Assistant Secretary of War for ap-
proval and changes therein are made
only upon his authorization. Specific
procurement plans are being prepar-
ed for these items. . . . .

The second class can be minimized
by forseeing and wherever possible
forestalling such disputes wherever
this is possible and, in cases where
this is not possible, by having the
machinery for conciliation or adju-
dication ready to function immediate-
1y such disputes have become acute.
A study is being made to determine
how best to utilize both existing and
specially created agencies to accomp-
lish this end. )

Whether or not an organization is
created for the control of labor in
general, such an organization will be
required in the War Department both
to aid the manufacturing establish-
ments operated directly by the pro-
curement arms and services in the
recruitment of labor and to recruit
and maintain the labor supply in the
civilian industries from ‘which the
arms and services procure supplies.
As problems connected with this work
are almost exclusively local, the work
must be completely decentralized to
procurement districts and industrial
areas. An organization to accomp-
lish this has been worked out. This
organization will operate as a part of
the labor section of the office of The
Assistant Secretarg of War.

. L J .

Industrial. The office of the As-
sistant Secretary of War has made
-an exclusive study of the organiza-
tion, policies and activities of the
various so-called super-agencies de-
veloped in this and other countries
for the control of industry during
the World War. Many of the lead-
ing actors have illuminated the re-
ports of these bodies by informal dis-
cussions in conference with the As-
sistant Secretary of War and his as-
-gistants. These studies are analyzed
‘to determine what super-structure
should be erected in war for the coa-
trol of industry and to insure the
proper coordination between the pro-
curement policies of the war mak-
ing agencies. Plans are on hand and
-are under constant revision and cor-
rection for the organization of those
super-agencies which are considered

essential.
* & B

Trade unions and associations of
employers can be extremely helpful
both in the maintenance and procure-
ment of the labor supply in war time
and in the peace time planning for
the performance of this mission. Con-
stant contact is maintained with both
-classes of organizations and provision
is made for their representation in
-equal numbers on all advisory boards
having to do with labor movement.
‘Constant contact is maintained also
with the United States Department
of Labor, the Navy and the Shipping
Board. All these agencies are free-
ly consulted in the preparation of all
plans for war control.

* & %

The war effort will call large num-
bers of women into industry. Many
of these women will have had prev-
jous experience and these can be fit-
ted into the industrial machine with
‘little effort. Some will be moved by
-economic stress and many others will
be moved by patriotic impulse. These,

particularly the latter group, will re-
quire guidance in order that their ef-
forts may be diverted into channels
where they can accomplish the great-
est good. A group of prominent wo-
men all of whom had experience along
these lines during the World War,
is giving this subject intensive study
and there has been evolved the skele-
ton of an organization whose specific
duty it will be to solve the problems
connected with the employment of
women and children in war indus-
tries. Constant liaison will be main-
tained with this organization to se-
cure its cooperation in securing the
necessary women labor in war indus-
tries.
* & @

The war reserves required may con-
sist of finished items, where manu-
facturing processes are long or com-
plex or both, or of the strategic raw
materials which are required in man-
ufacture. In the latter case, in or-
der that these war reserves may be
held to a minimum, priorities in their
use are prescribed either by the es-
tablished preference lists of facilities
or by rationing.

Another class of war reserves
which may be required to insure the
proper flow of certain essential items
to the troops is the skilled labor re-
quired in their fabrication. This sub-
ject, however, is more appropriately
studied in connection with labor than
in connection with priorities.

- * x

Labor is an essential in the pro-
duction of requirements of equal im-
portance with raw materials, power,
facilities, and transportation.

* k%
The War Department’s interest in
the labor supply includes both re‘--

quirements and national resources of
labor; total numbers in unskilled and
semi-skilled occupations and numbers
by occupational classifications in the
skilled trades. It includes also a
study of the geographical distribu-
tion in industrial areas of all classes

of labor.
*2 90

Plans and studies are based on the
settled policy of the War Department
that this labor is to be secured by
voluntary means. Both the tempera-
ment of the American people and the
experience of this and other coun-
tries during the World War indicate
that the Congress will not authorize
compulsory methods in the employ-
ment of labor and that any form of
labor conscription would fail to ac-
comnlish the desired results even
though authorized. “Priorities” fur-
nish a means of indirect pressure
whenever such pressure is required.

- -® »

In addition to the problems arising
from the determination of labor re-
quirements and the bringing of the
job and worker together, there will
be those of keeping the job and work-
er together and thereby avoiding ex-
cessive labor turnover and wasteful
lost time. These problems will be of
two classes; those that arise from
unethical competition for labor by
employers and those that arise from
differences between employers and
employees.

The first class can be minimized,
if not entirely eliminated, by inser-
tion in contracts with allocated fa-
cilities of a provision requiring that
labor be recruited thru the United
States employment service and by use
of the priorities power in the case

of recalcitrants.

The Lessons Of The Dress Strike

NT.W.LU IN

DRESS STRIKE

(Concluded from last issue.)

The response to their strike was
much less than was generally con-
ceded to them. It was less than 1000.
They then began pulling shops with
committees. They had to resort to

tactics that were so bitterly denounc-
ed only about a year and a half ago
by Johnstone, who was then the boss
of the Industrial Union, namely to
pulling committees. But here again
they committed the same stupidities.
In the first days of their strike they
sent their committees to pull Inter-
national shops. A number of shops
were forced to go down to their
strike hall. There they stayed a short
while, then went to the office of the
Joint Board, had a meeting and went
back to work to await the strike call
of their union.
® % %

Underbidding on the Demands

Among the demands put forward
prior to the strike by the Industrial
Union were: 40-hour, 5-day week,
minimum guaranteed wage-scales, etc.
These demands were adopted at a
mass meeting in Cooper Union and
also approved by their shop delegates
conference on January 30. The Inter-
national also had a number of similar
demands, chief among these was the
dgmand for a minimum guaranteed
wage-scale. The Industrial Union here
began to underbid. One of the main
demands for which the workers of
the International were going to strike
was dropped by the Industrial Union
on the day of their strike, namely the
demand for a guaranteed minimum
wage-sacle. They claim to be carrying
thru the decisions of the rank and file.
They approved this demand at the
Cooper Union meeting and the con-
ference on January 30. Who then de-
cided to withdraw this demand? How
many workers in the Industrial Union
know that this demand was withdrawn
on the day of the strike and was not
in the strike circular? Their great
strategy led them to this—to under-
bid in order to be able to make set-
tlements quicker.

The settlements they began toward
the end of the first week of their strike
call, even before the International
called its strike, When the Interna-
tional called the strike, i.e.,, a wee
after the Industrial Union strike, they
were already making settlements with
all who came to settle! The result
was that when five or six contracting
shops who work for one jobber were
striking in International strike halls,
one contracting shop working for the
same jobber would be settled by the
Industrial Union and returned back
to work. Thus the workers in this
shop would directly scab against the
workers who were striking in the In-
ternational halls. Let me give a con-
crete and striking example. There is
a manufacturer in the trade who oper-
ates two shops. One is called the
Eagle Dress. For this shop the manu-
facturer had an agreement with the
Industrial Union while the workers of
the Liberty Dress are still on strike.
Thus the workers of one shop are
scabbing on the workers of the other
with an Industrial Union agreement
to make it “kosher.”

Thus the result of the sectarian
dual union tactics of the Iadustrial
Union leads them to the advocacy of

smashing unions, creating deimoraliza-
tion among workers and-eventually to

open scabbery.

by Chas S. Zimmerman

The Results of Their “Strike”

They now announce the result ot
their strike. They say they have set-
tled around two hundred shops. How
many are missing to make up 200 we
will not bargain for now. It is im-
material whether it is 150 or 200. One
thing must be clear: with 200 shops
out of a total of over 3000 in the in-
dustry, no union conditions can be
enforced. And in order to maintain
these shops the Industrial Union per-
mits all kinds of conditions to exist
there. It is about time to learn—and
this strike should teach all workers the
lesson—that you cannot build a union
by trailing along after another union,
and trying to capture the strikes that
the union is calling. You had the ex-
ample of this strike here in New
York. The same thing happened in
Boston. When the International
called a strike there, the Industrial
union immediately hurried to declare
a “united front strike” there too. Why
trail along?

It is about time to realize that
schemes and tricks do not build
a left wing movement, that a destruc-
tive policy does not win the masses

.of workers. This strike should be a

lesson to all members of the Indus-
trial Union that a drastic change is
necessary,  that the only way in
which a"left wing can be effective is
to be where the masses are—to work
with them not to destroy the unions
but to strengthen these unions, to
revolutionize them and make them ef-
fective organs of struggle in the hands
of the workers.

In the early days of the left wing
the Forward and the reactionaries of
the union called every left winger,
who fought for a militant, construc-
tive policy in the union, Communists,
“agents of the bosses,” spies, provo-
cators. Now the Fheiheit and the
burocrats of the Industrial Union are
resorting to the same methods. Every
one who fights against. dual unionism,
against sectarianism and for a con-
structive, militant program in the re-
actionary unions, is called “Love-
stoneite,” “agents of the bosses,”
provocators, and the rest.

Slanders, name-calling, mudthrow-
ing to which the teadership of the in-
dustrial Union resorts to answer our

k | arguments, do not help the situation.

Now is the time for the change to be
made. You have learned your lesson
in this strike—the masses do not want
to give up their union and go to you.
You must therefore have the courage
to face the situation. Give up the In-
dustrial Union and join the union
where the masses of the organized

workers are!
* * *

Another article inthe series “The

pear next issue.

Statistics-fressers who -are dis-
heartened because the depression has
caused all statistical curves to sag
in melancholy fashion, can take new

hope from the fact that President
Hoover’s report on bankruptcy fig-
ures his climbed steadily and man-
fully in number and size from 15,000
in 1921 to 60,000 in 1931 ®ith lia-
bilities increased from 171 million to
over a billion. Rugged individualism
means bigger and better bankruptcies

and puts “America First.”

| YOUNG CIRCLE CLUB

Lesson of the Dress Strike” will ap-

The Hero-Cult in

| America!

American Masses Called .On
To Celebrate I. Amter’s
Fiftieth Birthday!

The hero-cult has etarted off with
a bang in America! And with none
other than I. Amter as the Special
and Particular Hero.

The Soviet Union has its Stalin;
Germany, its Thaelmann. But for the
U.S.A.,, I Amter will have to do!
The Daily Worker (which had so
little room for Ruthenberg) carries
a grandiloquent manifesto on the oc-
casion of the Hero’s auspicious semi-
centenary. The District Committee
has arranged a Birthday Banquet
at, Central Opera House .for this
heaven-sent Demi-God.

And, of course, the innumerable
feats and achievements of the Hero
are topped off by his valiant strug-
gle “in behalf of the line of the Com-
munist Internatiohal against counter-
revolutionary Lovestoneites and
Trotskyites.”

Far be it from us to parade the
skeleton at the feast. But we cannot
refrain from recalling the following
pregnant words from the letter writ-
ten by the Hero himself to a friend
(Carl Hacker) in the days after the
Address of the Comintern to the C.P.-
U.S.A. (July 1929):

“It will ruin the whole move-

ment; it is terrible . . . They talk
of appealing to the Tenth Plenum,
the Comintern. This is nonsense.
Who will be the Tenth Plenum,
who is the Comintern? The repre-
sentatives of the German, Czecho-
slovakian, French, etc. parties,
which have been ruined and de-
moralized such as ours is going to
be! Itisnouse....”
No use in appealing, or fighting
against the ruining of our Party—
therefore becoming the chief wreck-
er yourself! This is the measure of
the Hero!

About Trotsky’s Recent Interviews

In a series of interviews which

Leon Trotsky has recently given to
.he press, he has “changed his min
a little” on a few big questions. But
in the typical Stalin-Trotsky manner,
he not only denies having changed his
mind in any way whatsoever, but in-
sists that the views he expresses now
are those which he has always held.
Certainly no one can object to any
changes of mind by Trotsky, parti-
cularly when many of the new views
are far more correct than tche old
ones. After all, even Trotsky can, on
occasion, be right. What is objection-
able is the method of changing views
—not a frank statement rejecting the

one (which is the Leninist method)
but an insistence that there has been
no change of opinion whatsoever. A
glance at some of the points will
make the issue.l clsar*.

The Five-Year Plan
Several months ago, after a long
period of silence, Trotsky came out
n favor of the Five-Year plan, ap-
proving it and predicting its success-
ful fulfillment. Now Trotsky has
zone one step further and maintains
that the Five-Year plan was borrow-
ed from him by Stalin, that he was
always for it, and he was in fact per-
secuted for advocating it. Trotsky
forgets a few little things. He for-
gets that when the Five-Year ple}n
was adopted, he was opposed to it,
n principle and in detail, condemning
it as a product of the “right wing”
(at that time, it was still admitted
that the “right wingers” Rykov and
Bukharin, had had something to do
with the authorship of the Five-Year
plan). He issued a counter-plan

HOLDS BIG DEBATE

What promises to be one of the
most important events of the year
in the radical movements of New
York is being arranged by the Forum
Young Circle Club Branch 1025 W.
C. It is a symposium on the vital
question of ‘‘Capitalism, Socialism
and Cdmmunism.” The participants
in this symposium are the best avail-
able.

Capitalism will be defended by Dr.
Wilford I. King, Professor of Econ-
omics at New 'York University and
secretary of the American Statistical
Association. Socialism will be defend-
cd by Algernon Lee, President of the
Rand School and former Socialist Al-
derman; and Communism will be de-
fended by Benjamin Gitlow, secretary
of the Communist Party (Majority
Group) and Communist vice-presiden-
tial candidate in 1924 and 1928. The
svmposium will be followed by ques-
tions from the floor. ’
The symposium will be held on
Sunday, April 17, at 2:30 P. M. at
the: Rand School, 7 ast 15th Street.
Admission is free,

Profit-Tears For The Unemployed
Speaking of relief, the New York
bankers have ordered a rise in sub-
way fares so that the jobless should
be gladder that they don’t have to
ride to work.

And Hoover proposes inflation and
sales tax and high tariff so that they
should be glad they don’t have to buy
anything.

Now if Congress will only cut the
cost of pine boards and cemetery
plots it will be a pleasure to die for
our country, reducing the unemploy-
The way the richest country in the
world gives jobless relief makes one
proud to be an American.

SYMPOSIUM

WORKERS_ EDUCATION

SPENCER MILLER, Jr.

Workers Education Buro

Prof. GEO. S. COUNTS, |

Columbia University

A. J. MUSTE
Brookwood Labor College

BERTRAM D. WOLFE
New Workers School

FRDAY 15 ApRIL

8 P. M.

LABOR TEMPLE
14th St. and 2nd Ave.

Auspices: :
NEW WORKERS SCHOOL

Admission 50 Cents

previous view and affirming a new |-

by Herbert Zam

(“Economic Theses of the Left Oppo-
sition”) which the Communist Party

d |rejected, whereupon Trotsky predict-

ed utter failure for the Five-Year
plan, and roundly condemned it.

As late as March, 1930, Trotsky
wrote as follows of the general con-
ceptions upon which the Five-Year
Plan was based (Preface to American
Edition of “Permanent Revolution’):

“. ... the general historical cri-
terion by which the Party and
State leadership directs the devel-
opment of industry as planned
economy assumes decisive signifi-
cance. Here two principle var-
iants are possible: (a) the course
.. .. towards the economic en-
trenchment of the proletarian dic-
tatorship in one country until fur-
ther wictories of the international
proletarian revolution (the view-
point of the Left Opposition); (b)
the course towards the construc-
tion of an isolated national social-
ist economy and at that in the
shortest historical time (the pres-
ent official viewpoint).

“These are two distinct, and in
the final analysis, directly oppos-
ed theoretical conceptions of so-
cialism. Out of these flow basical-
ly different strategy and tactics.”

“To gain economic independence
speedily with the aid of the fast-
est possible tempos of industrial-
ization and collectivization!—this
is the transformation that has tak-
en place in the economic policy of
national socialism in the past two
years. Crawling was replaced all
along the line by adventurism.”
Here we see Trotsky’s attitude to-

ward the general conceptions under-

lying the Five-Year Plan, as well as

Lenin "A‘"nd The Chinese Revolution

THE REVOLUTION IN GHINA

by V. L Lenin

(Continued from the last issue)

What is the origin and significance
of these tendencies?

inese democracy could not over-
thx(':o}:nr the old order in China an
win a republic without a tren}endoui
gpiritual and revolutionary élan o
the masses. Such an élan presuppos-
ses and engenders the sincerest sym-
pathy for the position of the toiling
masses, and the most fervent hate
for their oppressors and exploiters.
And in Europe and America from
which the advanced Chinese, In fact
all Chinese who have e)gperlenced this
élan, have cu}led their ideas of eman-
cipation, the next thing on the pro-
gram is already liberation from the
beurgeoisie, i.e., Soeialism. Hence the
inevitable sympathy of the Chinese
democrats for Spciahsm,
subjective Socialism.

They are subjectively Socialists,
because they are against the oppres-
sion and exploitation of the masses.
But the objective conditions of China,
of this backward, agrarian, semil-
feudal country, urgently ponfront the
400 millions of the Chinese people
with only one definite hlstorlgally-pe-
culiar form of this oppression and
of this exploitation, namely feudal-
ism. Feudalism is based on the pre-
valence of agrarian life and of prim-
itive economy; the origin of the feud-
al exploitation of the Chinese peas-
ant was his attachment to the .l,gnd
in one form or another; _the.pohtlcal
expressions of this exploitation were
the feudal landowners, all tpgether
and each one separately, with the
Emperor as head of the system.

And the result is that from the
subjectively-Socialistic ideas and pro-
grams of of a Chinese democrat, in
reality we get a program “of change
of all bloody foundations” only of
“real estate”, a program for the abo-
lition only of feudal exploitation.

Therein lies the substance of Sun
Yat-sen’s Populist conceptions, of his
progressive, militant, l:evolutlonaliy
program of  bourgeois-democratic
agrarian transformation and of his
supposed Socialist theory.

This theory, if we regard it_from
the doctrinaire point of view, is the
theory of (a petty bourgeois “So-
cialist,” of a Socialist reactionary.
This is so, because the chimera that
China can “avert” capitalism, that in
China the “social-revolution” is easier
because of her backwardness, etc., is
quite reactionary. And Sun Yat-sen
with inimitable, one might say maid-
en naivete, himself smashes to atoms
his reactionary Populist theory, re-
cognizing what life makes one recog-
nize, namely: that “China is on the
eve of a gigantic industrial (i.e., capi-
talist) development,” that in China
“commerce (i.e., capitalism) is .ex-
panding in tremendous dimensions,
that “in 50 years time we will have
many Shanghai’s” i.e.,, a huge num-
ber of centres of capitalist wealth and
of proletarian need and poverty.

But the question naturally arises
—does Sun Yat-sen defend, on the
basis of his reactionary economic the-
ory, a really reactionary agrarian
program? That indeed is the whole
gist of the question, the most inter-
esting point before which plumed and
castrated Liberal quasi-Marxism of-
ten pulls up short.

That is just the point; he does not
defend such an agrarian program on
this basis. That is just what com-
prises the dialectics of social rela-

tions in China—the fact that the

hence their |

Chinese democrats, sincerely sympa-
thizing with Socialism in FEurope,
have turned it into a reactionary t.:he-
ory and on the basis of this reaction-
ary theory of “averting” capitalism,
they conduct a purely capitalist,
maximum-capitalist agrarian pro-
gram.

What does the “economic revolu-
tion”, about which Sun Yat-sen
speaks so fervently and confusedly
at the commencement of the article,
really amount to?

It amounts to the transfer of rents
to the State, i.e., the nationalization
of land by means of a kind of single
tax after the spirit of Henry George.
There is absolutely nothing else real
in the ¢‘“economic revolution” pro-
posed and preached by Sun Yat-sen.

The difference between the value
of the land in an out-of-the-way peas-
ant farm and in Shanghai is a dif-
ference in the dimensions of the rent.
To make the “increase. in value” of
land become the “property of the
people” means transferring rents, i.e.,
property on land to the State, or in
other words, means nationalizing the
land.

Is such a reform possible within the
framework of capitalism? It is not
only possible, but it represents the
purest most highly consistent g.nd
ideologically  perfected  capitalism
Marx pointed this out in the “Poverty
of Philosophy”, proved it in detail in
the third volume of “Capital” and
particularly clearly developed it in
the polemic with Rodbertus in ‘“Theo-
ries of Surplus Value.”

Nationalization of the land pro-
vides the possibility of abolishing ab-
solute rent, leaving only differential
rent. According to the teachings of
Marx, nationalization means the most
thorough removal of mediaeval mon-
opolies and mediaeval relations from
agriculture, the greatest freedom of
commercial operations with the land,
the greatest facility for adapting
agriculture to the market. It is an
irony of history that the Populist
movement, in the name of a “strug-
gle” against capital in agriculture,
conducts an agrarian program, the
complete realization of which would
mean the most rapid development of
capitalism in agriculture.

What economic necessity, in one
of the most backward peasant coun-
tries of Asia, has caused the diffu-
sion of the most advanced bourgeois-
democratic land programs? It was
the necessity for destroying feud-
alism in all its forms and manifesta-
tions. :

The more China lagged behind Eu-
rope and Japan, so much the more
was it threatened with dissection and
national disintegration. China could
only be “restored” by the heroism of
the revolutionary masses of the peo-
ple, capable of forming a Chinese Re-
public in the political sphere, and able
to ensure in the agrarian sphere, the
most rapid capitalistic progress by
means of nationalizing the land.

As to whether this will succeed and
to what degree, is another question.
Various countries have brought into
force varying degrees of political and
agrarian democracy during their
bourgeois revolution, and, moreover,
in the most variegated combinations.
In China it is the international sit-
uation and the correlation of social
forces that will decide matters. The
Emperor will probably unite the feud-
al landowners, the bureaucracy, the
Chinese clergy, and prepare a restor-
ation. Yuan Shi-kai, representative

Trotsky “Changes His Mind”

his estimate of the first two years of
its operation. It can hardly be said
that the proper pride of the “au-
thor” in his work is shown in this
enthusiastic praise. If Trotsky has
changed his mind, well and good! But
let him state so definitely and frank-
ly. And let him furthermore declare
whether he still maintains the same
general conception as described in the
above quotations, on the basis of
which he should not under any cir-
cumstances be for the Five-Year
Plan. :
[ ] * *

And Thermidor

In line with his change of mind re-
garding the economic questions, Trot-
sky modifies a “little” his ideas on
Thermidor. The retreat from com-
plete Thermidor is very welcome. But
again it is covered behind a sheet of
hypocrisy. “I have never, at any
time said that the present stage of
the revolution was ‘Thermidorian’”.
No? How about the “Kerensky film
rolled backwards”? How about the
characterization that Stalin is Ker-
ensky “upside down”? And what
about the oft-repeated thesis in “My
Life” that Trotsky’s enemies came in-
to power on the wave of “reaction
against the October Revolution”? No,
it is  difficult to believe even the
changes of mind when they are ac-
companied by such dishonesty. If
Trotsky honestly declared: “I no long-
er believe in this and that . .. ” it
would be a sign that he is moving in
the right direction, but so long as he

insists: “I never believed . . . ” we
know it is just the old Trotsky game.
* Xk X

America and Europe

With regard to America, Trotsky
returns once more to his previously
abandoned theory of America con-
quering Europe. “I think as a result
of the present crisis the predomin-
ance of America over European capi-
talism will grow still more pronounc-
ed.” True, he foresees growing con-
tradictions in American_ imperialism,
but thru the importation, so to speak,
of European ills into healthy Ameri-
ca. And then he joins Stalin in at-
tacking the American Communist
Opposition as “exceptionalists”! He
utterly fails to see that the result of
the present situation will make it
not easier, but more difficult, for
American imperialism to conquer Eu-
rope. The antagonisms among the
imperialist powers are sharpening,
and the resistance to American im-
perialism is growing. The very as-
sistance which American imperialism
gave to sick European capitalism is
rebounding against it with redoubled
force. The rising tariff walls, the
campaign for the cancellation of war
debts and revarations, the realign-
ment of forces on the European con-
tinent and in Asia, are all indications
of a general trend directly contrary
to Trotsky’s predictions. But isolat-
ed at Prinkipo, he cannot see them,
just as Japan’s anti-Soviet Union
drive is also invisible to him.

L ] L J *

The Labor Party Question

To American Trotskyites, the big-
gest shock will undoubtedly be Trot-
sky’s sudden conversion to the idea
of a Labor party, for which he sees
stormy development. Trotsky was a
pioneer in the struggle against the
Labor party idea, as early as 1924

BRING THE WORKERS AGE TO
THE MASSES OF WORKERS

25. He stormed and raved against
it. He was opposed to the Cummu-
nists having anything to do with it.
When the American Trotskyites, af-
ter having freed themselves from the
Foster group factional prison, came
out in favor of a Labor party in the
United States, Trotsky quickly con-
vinced them to change their minds.
But now Trotsky has gone to an ex-
treme in his advovacy of the inevita-
of a Labor party He declares:

“The emergence of a Labor par-
ty is inevitable. It may begin to
grow with an ‘American tempo’,
leading to the liquidation of one
of the two old parties, just as the
1Lib(;:r’als have disappeared in Eng-
and.’

All we can say to this is that we
hope Trotsky’s prediction comes true.
We have advocated a Labor party as
a means of promoting the class-con-
sciousness of the working class,
and we have not changed our minds
regarding the question. But it is to
be hoped that Trotsky will not again
change his mind if this hoped-for
rapid development does not take
place.

had time to become Liberal-Republi-
can instead of Liberal-Monarchistic
(will this be for long?) will conduct
a policy of manoeuvring between the
monarchy and the revolution. The
revolutionary bourgeois democracy
represented by Sun Yat-sen is cor-
rectly seeking a path to the “resusci-
tation” of China in developing the
greatest independence, determination
and boldness of the peasant masses,
in the way of political and agrarian
reforms.

Finally, in accordance with how the
number of Shanghais grow in China,
so also will the Chinese proletariat
grow. It will probably form some
kind of Chinese Social-Democratic La-
bor party, which, while criticizing
the petty bourgeois utopias and the
reactionary views of Sun Yat-sen,
will be sure to select with care, to
preserve and devolop the revolution-
ary-democratic nucleus of his politi-

of a bourgeoisie which has hardlycal and agrarian program.
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BALANCING BUDGETS

MUCH more significance is to be attached to the forces causing the re-
cent struggles in the House of Representatives than to the actual
struggles themselves. The frontal repudiation of the sales-tax was cer-
tainly a manifestation of determined resistance by the spokesmen of smal-
ler .and middle capitalist interests to the headlong drive of the biggest
bankers to pile up profits for themselves and burdens for others in the
crisis.

However, what happened in Congress is only an inadequate and

distorted expression of much more basic social and economic forces at
work outside. It is interesting to note that less than fifty Democratic con-

gressmen voted for the sales-tax, tho it was officially a Democratic party.

proposal. Keeping in mind Hoover’s blessing and Wall Street’s applause,
it is surprising that even as many Republicans as did, actually voted against
the measure. The whole vote cut clear across party lines and reflected
struggles between interests rather WITHIN the capitalist parties than
BETWEEN the Republican and Democratic parties as such. Here we
have only further evidence of the growth of those economic and social
forces making for the disintegration of both big capitalist parties. This
vote shows how the two parties AS SUCH today no longer reflect accu-
rately the various bourgeois interests. The conflict of class and sectional
interests goes on as much inside each party as outside between the parties.

What is the problem here? What’s involved in this “balancing of
budgets”? American capitalism is hard hit by the crisis. The sources of
government income, not unlike the sources of other income and really as
a mirroring of the general income decline are more and more dried up.
The government cuts the meager social services in the name of conomy.
Still, this does not mean getting sufficient funds with which to build
armies, navies, and police forces as well as to hand out bonuses to ship-
ping, railway, and banking interests. Thereforé, new levies must be made
on the incomes, new taxes. Naturally, the richest, who count most poli-
tically and do most of the counting financially, try to shift the burden of
payments to the social strata below them and furthest from them. Hence,
the frantic attempts to enact sales-taxes and to tax incomes of $1000 or so.
These attempts are merely moves to make those people who are not yet
on the bread lines pay still more for the crisis and consequently to reduce
the standards all around.

It is this great pressure of the top capitalists, these burdens piling
up on the middle classes in the city and on the land, particularly at the
time of a national election, that account for the momentarily sharp resist-
ance on the part of many congressmen to the sales-tax and to levies on
lower incomes. But the wavering, vacillating, unstable and treacherous
role of the petty bourgeoisie, of the middle classes, was bound to show
itself at the decisive moment of the deliberations. After defeating the
sales-tax, the middle class spokesmen, like La ‘Guardia and others, began
to yield inch by inch and soon mile by mile—here and there in a round
about way, it is true—to the biggest capitalist interests. The ground was
carefully prepared for new tax schedules. In fact, Hoover’s New York
mouth-piece “The Herald Tribune,” proudly declares that : “The substitute
amendments . . . were drafted after conferences with treasury and federal
reserve bank officials and officers of the New York Stock Exchange.”
(March 30).

It all came to a head in a spreadeagle speech by Speaker Garner,
having a rising roll call for congressmen and selected spectators, under
the slogan of “Balance the Budget.” This is the slogan under which the
British reactionaries led by MacDonald and the German bourgeosie, led
by Bruening and Hindenburg and supported by, the Social-democrats have
deliberately cut the standards of the English and German masses. Of
course, for the Wall Street ruling class the matter of balancing the budget
is no ordinary question. It involves the international prestige and. the
solidity and stability of the financial system at home. And to force the
workers to pay for balancing the budget means to make the masses bear
the increasingly oppressive burden of maintaining dollar exchange at its
present level in the world money market and to spare many a banker
many a financial headache and bankruptcy.

Precipitated by the temporarily unfavorable outcome over methods
of balancing the budget, concretely over the sales-tax, United States
exchange was recently going down to points lower than it had reached at
any time in twelve years. So shaken has been the foreign capitalists’ con-
fidence in the soundness and stability of the American dollar that they
have withdrawn in recent months nearly two billion dollars from the
United Staates. Truly, Garner did not exaggerate the critical situation
for Wall Street finances when he spoke of the possibility under which
“there would not be in existence in the United States in 60 days a bank
that could meet its depositors.”

Under these circumstances the petty bourgeois spokesmen in Con-
gress, true to their class character and role, soon floundered and began
to give way. Already Congress has rushed thru its tax on matches, chew-
ing gum and candy and has raised levies barring the way of large sections
of the middle class to radios, phonographs, sporting goods, cameras, etc.
More burdens are obviously in store for the great majority of the people
in this country. In Cohoes, N. Y., the mill owners have decided not to
pay their 1932 taxes until such time as the municipal budget is lowered.
In New York City, at the same time, there is proposed a 2c tax on every
5c fare—an immediate, outright, 409, increase. Some of the taxes recently
levied by Congress on the higher bracket incomes will probably soon be
reconsidered to suit the richest.

The workers will have to pay still more because they are not politically
organized, AS A CLASS. Nothing can be expected by the masses from
Congress in the way of relief. Buffeted about between fear of the masses
outside and the pressure of the biggest finance capitalists operating the
government from the inside, a large group of middle-class congressmen
rural and urban, can always be counted upon in critical moments to have
Congress behave as if it were “a cross between a troop of monkeys and
a herd of sheep.”

What the working class needs and needs very badly just now is the
organization of a mass political party of its own, a Labor Party based
primarily on the trade unions, to fight for its immediate interests. The
struggle over the sales-tax and budget balancing only shows once more
the urgency of the working class declaring its political independence from
all the parties of the capitalist class.

The Meaning of the Reichstag Elections

The Fronts Form in Germany

The paragraphs below are taken
from the, leading article of March 12,
1932 issue of Gegen den Strom, theo-
retical organ of the German Commu-
nist Opposition. It was, of course,
written before the elections.

* ® »

Berlin, Germany,
March 12, 1932.

“To beat Fascism—elect Hinden-
berg!” “With the moderate ag_a}ns’t;
the extreme wing of the bourgeoisie!
reads another variation of the same
slogan, under cover of which the.So-
cial-democracy and the trade unions
have fallen into the arms of the dic-
tatorship. It is the logical continua-
tion of the coalition and toleration
policy—but it is not the end, by far.
Another stage is already foreseen in
the statement of the Social-democra-
cy that is ready to “accept” a I:Ilthr
come to power “legally.” Will it
prove impossible for these leaders to
discover a “moderate” and an “ex-
treme” wing in a Hitler come to
power ‘“illegally”?

All this flows very logically from
the reformist point of departure that
the working class must collaborate in
some form with some section of the
bourgeoisie, that the bourgeois re-
public is the starting-point for social-
ism, and that the capitalist economy
must be strengthened, or at least not
weakened, in order to be able to get
to socialism. '

Methodical lunacy and lunacy out
of cowardice! The fear of revolu-
tion, the hatred of revolution, forces
the Social-democracy to rush blindly,
even enthusiastically, straight into
the extended spears of the Fascists
and militarists.

But many, many Social-democratic
workers too, have fallen victim to the
illusion that the “iron front” is real-
ly a weapon against Fascism; they
cannot see that, be they ever so' de-
termined, they cannot fight an enemy
into whose deadly embrace thier Jead-
ers are driving them.

The “iron front” marches behind
Hindenburg, Groener, Schleicher,
Bruening. But these people still
fight against Hitler-Hungenberg-
Duesterberg!—so insist the Social-
democrats, the trade unions, and hun-
dreds of thousands, million of work-
ers. Is then Hindenburg the “same”
as Hitler? With this question the So-
cial-democrats believe they reduce the
pronosal for indevendent action of
the working class to an absurdity.
Many Social-democratic workers con-
tent themselves_with declaring: When
the time comes and the generals make
their peace with- Hitler, then we will
carry on the fight ourselves, if ne-
cessary against the will of our lead-
ers! But this is a deceptive argu-
ment! When that moment comes, the
masses gathered under the banner of
the “iron front” will be as helpless
as the masses of thé Social-demo-
cratic workers on August 4, 1914,
when the heads of the Social-demo-

cratic party deserted to Wilhelm. The I

organization was beheaded, without
leadership; but the enemy was ready
to fight ana was strengthened by
the deserters. The war should be a
lesson. It is a dangerous, harmful
illusion that binds the reformist
workers to the “iron front”, an illu-
sion that will be paid for with tre-
mendous sacrifice.

Unfortunately the leadership of
the Communist Party has failed to
do anything to facilitate the emanci-
pation of the reformist workers from
these illusions. Marx and Lenin quo-
tations are good in their place but
more effective is the propaganda of
facts. The Party committed a serious
and costly mistake when it failed to
prove the concrete possibility of the
unification of the working class
against the militarists and the Fas-
cists, against Hindenburg and Hitler,
by placing before the reformist or-
ganizations the question of a com-
mon advance against both. This fail-
ure made it all the easier for the re-
formist leaders to eliminate from the
situation any possibility of the inde-
pendent appearance of the workers on
the political stage.

But are not Hindenburg-Groener-
Bruening and Hitler-Hungenberg-
Duesterberg indeed two opposed
fronts whose (not so slight, not so
temporary!) antagonisms must be
utilized by the working class? To
this question of the reformists the
answer must not be, as it too often is:
There are no longer any antagonisms
between the two! On the contrary,
we must examine what these contra-
dictions are and how they may indeed
be utilized by the proletariat. Every
worker knows that the slightest and
most temporary antagonisms in the
enemy must be taken advantage of
by the proletariat. But to really wtil-
ize them requires the independent,
consolidated, offensive activity of the
proletariat. The working class can
only develop its fighting power by
going into action for its own -class
aims. To speak concretely: The fight-
ing power of the proletariat cannot
be developed by defending emergen-
cy decrees and the Article 48 system!

What is the present relation be-
tween the militarists around Hinden-
burg-Groener-Bruening and the Fas-
cists? On the basis of a few recent
facts it is possible to make a fairly
accurate analysis.

The first of these facts is the
Reichswehr rescript of Groener. This
document includes two phases: (1)
the recognition (by the Nazis) of the
Relchswehr generals as leaders of
tbe R(}lct}ilwehr, and (2) the legaliza-
ion o e permeation of th ich-
wehr by the Nazis. e Reich

from “Gegen den .Strom”

The second fact is the announce-
ment of Bruening in the Reichstag
that he had been ready to make way
for the right-wing government but
that the whole thing had foundered
upon the demand of the National-So-
cialists for the.entire executive pow-
er—something to which the Hugen-
berg wing would not agree. The
struggle between the Nazis, the Na-
tionalists and the Stahlhelm for the
various government posts was essen-
tially a struggle for hegemony in the
Fascist camp. And so the advent of
a right-wing government failed not
because of the resistance of Hinden-
burg and Bruening but because the
struggle for hegemony within the
Fascist ranks had not yet been de-
cided!

The third fact is the declaration of
the leader of the Center party, Kaas,
that he was ready to “sacrifice the
party existence of the Center,” to al-
low it to dissolve into a . “larger
whole.” Already joint publishing
houses have been established between
Center and Nazis to enable the part-
ners to become accustomed to each
other. The Catholic clergy is already
beginning to take account of the
swing of the big industrialists and
big agrarians into the Fascist camp;
under certain eonditions it is ready
to sacrifice the Center party. It
should be remembered that the Italian
clergy too gave up, at a certain def-
inite point, the Catholic party, the
Popolari.- .

The fourth fact is the disruption
of the German People’s party by the
departure of its heavy industrial wing
to Hugenberg.

All of these facts declare unani-
mously the same thing: the “mod-
erate” wing of the bourgeoisie, repre-
sented thru the Reichswehr generals,
the Center leaders and a section of
the big industrialists, are.  already
prepared to share power equally with
the Fascists, but are mot yet ready
to subordinate themselves entirely to
them. This is the decisive point in
the present situation.

But if this is true, it is also clear
that it requires only a step to com-
plete subordination to Fascism.

What is necessary for this step to
be taken? Two things: (1) that the
political preponderance of Fascism
in the camp of the bourgeoisie con-
tinue, and (2) that the hegemony of
National-Socialism within the Fas-
cist camp be definitely established.
Both proceed hand in hand.

If the working class will not be

able to let loose an independent class
offensive movement, then the ques-
tion will be settled in a short time
in favor of the Nazis. The lists are
already drawn. On the one side is
“tradition”, the “men of' the past,”
the top bourgeois strata that have
governed hitherto and who want to
“keep things as they are”; on the
other side, the plebian-demagogic for-
ces of the counter-revolution, those
who want to “change things” along
the lines of the fantastic illusions of
the desperate petty bourgeoisie.

Only under this condition can thg
contradictions in the bourgeois camp
be utilized: that as against the
psuedo-revolutionary energy of Fas-
cism the really revolutionary energy
of the class-conscious working class
be counterposed, that is, that the
working class wundertake o wunited
class offensive. This offensive would
weaken the hold of Fascism over the
petty bourgeois masses, perhaps make
them vacillate and change their direc-
tion of movement. It would tend to
make the leading circles of the bour-
geoisie consider again a retreat be-
hind the wall of “pure democracy.”
For it is the weakness and division of
the working class that stimulate the
passage of the decisive elements of
the bourgeoisie to Fascisrs.

Without the building up and con-
solidation of such a united class force
of the proletariat, the economic crisis,
the material pressure upon and the
misery of the working class, operate
in favor of Fascism; with such a
united class front, the same factors
would operate in favor of the prole-
tarian revolution.

The Reichs-Presidential elections
possess this significance, that they
will measure on a large scale the
chief forces that will be decisive for
the future political development of
Germany.

First: the bourgeois governing
strata of the past (with Social-de-
mocracy as an element and a sup-
port) —against—the bourgeois strata
striving to govern, the Fascists.

Second: the plebian-demagogic
wing of ascism (Hitler)—against—
the aristocratic-burocratic wing (Hu-
genberg).

Third: that section of the working
class that is ready, as an independ-
ent revolutionary force, to fight the
entire bourgeoisie (Thaelmann).

In appearance it is a struggle of
persons; in reality of classes, their
leading circles and organizations, and
their mutual relations.

TOM MOONEY TO SIBERIAN WORKERS

A Voice From Prison

We publish below the letter of
Tom Mooney to o group of Soviet
workers in the town of Tara, district
of Karsk, in Siberia.

* *® %

California State Pri:on,
San Quentin.
Dear Comrades:

I read the letter addressed to the
political prisoners at San Quentin. It
gives me great pleasure to answer
and I know that I am also voicing the
sentiments of the other victims of
capitalist justice incarcerated here.

What a tremendous inspiration is
your glowing message of hope, com-
ing from far-off Siberia. It seemed
like a dream to have penetrating
these these thick walls a message di-
rectly from workers, descendants of
those who were serfs for centuries,
just a few short years free from
Czarist oppression and bondage.

You tell us not to lbse courage. I
have never wavered one iota in my
devotion to the cause of labor. That
is why my enemies are so relentless.
That is why they have willed that I
die in prison. I have grown old in
this Bastille where they keep mili-
tant fighters for labor who have dar-
ed to take a stand in defense of their
interests, who have had the courage
to demand some of the good things
of life for themselves and their fam-
ilies and their fellow-workers. They
have not broken my spirit. I gaze un-
flinchingly into the future. I have
never compromised my principles, and
have ever held aloft the banner of a
better world for workers and shall
continue to do so as long as a spark
of life remains within me.

At a time when the capitalist world
is experiencing a crisis which is shak-
ing it to its foundations, when death
is raining on the workers and their
families in far-off Shanghai and
Manchuria, when imperialism is get-
ting ready to cut loose with another
mass slaughter on an unprecedented
scale, it is an unforgettable sensa-
tion to read how you workers are
f_(}nstructing a new land and a new
ife.

I agree with vou that the time will
come when the gates of the prisons
where the fighters and martyrs for
labor are buried alive shall swing
open and free those who have devot-
ed their lives to the cause of the
toilers. I greet you in the name of
that day when the blackness of re-
action shall be dispelled by the sun
of freedom and an opportunity to live
like human beings, to be able to work
constructively for the common wel-
fare, shall be given to the toiling
mass the world over.

So build your land! Rest assured
that tho entombed as we are by con-
crete and steel, our vision is not
blinded. . We are watching you close-
ly. We glory in your achievements.
We are with you in your struggles,
as we know it is difficult to build

where there was nothing before. We
are thrilled to see arising out of the
muck and filth and ignorance and
superstition that was old Russia, the
new land of the Soviets, the homeland
of the world’s proletariat. From the
ashes of the dark past we see aris-
ing, phoenix-like, a new world. I
exoress to you from the bottom of
my heart, my solidarity with you.
Comradely greetings to you all! I
am with -you heart and soul.
Comradely yours,

TOM MOONEEY—31,921
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SOUTHERN EDITORIALS OF
SECESSION, Edited by Dwight
Lowell Dumond. The Century
Company, New York, 1931.

The collection of editorials from
leading Southern newspapers, in the
period of the Secession crisis, offers
the student of the Civil War some ex-
tremely valuable and interesting ma-
terial.

The Southern papers of the period
spoke clearly, frankly and with con-
siderable editorial vigor on the chief
issues of the day, but especially on
the great issue that was fast relegat-
ing all others to the background, the
“irrepressible conflict” of the sec-
tions., And their testimony is valua-
ble and enlightning . . . .

Nothing emerges clearer from a
study of this mass of political journal-
ism than that the issue of the great
conflict was Slavery—in the first
place, its extension and then its very
existence. The conciliatory, conser-
vative Borderland Administration of
Lincoln, and the “clever” politicians
of the Republican party, endeavored
with all their might to suppress the
emancipatory character of the Union
struggle, to the great detriment of
the morale and fighting power of the
North. They tried to elevate the
“saving of the Union” into a super-
historical fetish, devoid of any politi-
cal and social content, They tried
to conduct a great historical move-
ment by the narrow-minded legalisms
of a country lawyer fighting a petty
case (Marx). It was only in the
third year of the war that the pres-
sure of Radicals and Abolitionists
forced a change of course.

But the leading ideologists of the
“slaveholders’ insurrection” (as Marx
termed the Civil War) were never
under any illusions as to the real
meaning of the crisis. Slavery was
the issue—and the idea reappers in
many forms thruout the editorials un-
der consideration: “The safety of do-
mestic servitude,” “the protection of
the peculiar institution,” “the main-
tenance of our labor-system,” and so
on.

I can not refrain from calling at-
tention to the high level of political
writing in these editorials—however
odious to lme is their political content.

X. Y. Z
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THE TEMPO OF MODERN LIFE,
by James Truslow Adams. Albert
and Charles Boni, New York, 1931.

James Truslow Adams is accounted
a profound philosopher in America—
which only goes to prove that in the
country of the blind the . one-cyed
man is king.

Most of the miscellancous essays
containcd in this book are trivial pro-
ductions interesting only in illustrat-
ing the hopelessly reactionary stand-
point from which Mr. Adams ap-
proaches his criticissm of modern
America. It is the viewpoint of aris-
tocratic humanism, Its social back-
ground is the intellectual upper mid-
dle classes with the genteel British
tradition: its contemporary social
basc is the parasitic rentier-bour-
geoisie, with its contempt for the
“middle classes” and its pretensions
to culture.

Mr. Adam’s comments on our con-
tdmporary lifc are sometimes fair-
ly acute but usually nothing but ban-
al snobbery. After. you get the view-
point, it all becomes insufferable . . .

The five cssays on history and bio-
graphy arc the most interesting in
the book, not for what Mr., Adams
says—which is confusion worse con-
founded—but rather for the great
problems raised.

X. Y. Z
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Father Cox’s March
(To the Tune of Yankee Doodle)

Father and I went to Washington,
Along with Brother Gooding,

And there we see the lobbyists,
As thick as hasty pudding.

Chorus:

Yankee Doodle, hit it up!
Yankee Doodle, dandy!
Mind the music and the step
And with the prayers be handy.

And there we see the moneybags
As rich as old Squire David,
And what they wasted every. day

I wish that I could save it.

We went into the capitol

To see the White House wonder
And wonder true it was to us

To see how he could blunder.

We asked about the dinner pail
The chicken and garage, sir,
Hard words was all he answered us.
He said, 'twas a mirage, sir,

And then we saw our congressmem
With gentlefolks about him.

They say he’s grown so tarnal proud
He will not go without ’em,

He gave us all a big handshake
And put on lots of airs, oh!
And Father said: “Cheer the con-
gressman,
An(}l!then we’ll say some prayers,
o

Then Father Cox held up a cross.
And said if we’d be good, sir

We'd get a handout now and then,
If we would saw some wood, sir.

I started in objectin’ then
And so did lots of others.
Father said: “Now listen, boys,
Be good, think of your mothers.”

And then I see a soldier’s gun
A pointin’ at Imy noodle.

I asked him what he’s pointin’ at
He said: “At Yankee Doodle.”

I had no cun so I beat it quick,
Nor stopped, as I remember,

Nor turned about, till I got home,
And safe within my chamber.

Next time I march on Washington,

"Twon’t be with cross in hand, sir,

We made this country what it is;
We'll take the whole big land, sir.

Chorus:
Yankee Doodle start it up,
Yankee Doodle, dandy,
Youve got the number, get in step,
And with the gun be handy.
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Matzoth, Melameds, and Money

“Money Talks.” So B. Manische-
witz, Horowitz and Margareten and
Goodman and Son, the holy trinity
of the hemstitched cardboard or un-
leavened bread industry, have put
up $10,000 as the first donation of a
sum of $200,000 owing in back salar-
ies to the striking melamdim or He-
brew teachers.

Now all the little Jewish boys will
get their aleph, beth, gimel, again till
thc Hebrew tcachers discover that
$10,000 is not $200,000. By that time,
maybe the kosher butchers will come
across. Or the prayer-shawl manu-
facturers. Or the prophet Elijah. If
the Jews arc unemployed and starv-
ing that’'s not so important. But if
they have no lessons in, a dead lan-
guage and a deader ritllaf, then they’ll
stop cating matzohs and kosher chick-
ens. and stop patronizing the rabbis
the prayer-shawl manufacturers and
the profit Elijah. And that will never
do! So when the melamdim strike,
the matzoth jmakers to the rescue!

LR B 2

Dumb Dora Explains

“I think Hoover’s cure for the de-
pression is just too keen for words,”
gushed Dumb Dora. “The idea seems.
to be that thc unemployed are to
hel~ themselves out of a hole by giv-
ing cach other jobs., Then we’re all
to draw our money out of the bank
and buy baby bonds so that the gov-
ernment can help the poor banks.
we drew our money out of.”

“Wce're going to tax those who-
haven’'t anything so as not to dis-
courage those that have. Then we’ll
raise prices to encourage everybody
to start buying again.

“And then the President had a love-
ly thought that shows why he's the-
lcader of the nation. He’s going to
have Rudy Vallee write a song about
it and using it over the radio to chase
the depression blues. Think of what
that’ll mean to all the unemployed!

_“But I do wish he had picked Russ
Colombo or Bing Crosby instead.
Rudy is so passc, if you know what
I mecan.”

“Anyhow Rudy Vallee’s a nice
young man,” added Dora, “and since
he’s the Republican choice I did my
share by writing a song for him.”
And lifting up her lovely neck Dora
began to croon:

“Happy days arc here again,

A cut in wage is near again!

Get the news,

Chase them blues,

We're getting back our beer again?t
Elect our great cngincer again,
For happy days arc here again.”

“That ought to curc any depres-
sion,” ended Dumb Dora, and she
looked so pretty with her eyes flash-
ing and her breath coming fast from
talking so much that I hadn’t the
heart to disagree with her.

—B. D. W.
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