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THE WORKERS AGE SUB DRIVE

The subscription drive for the
WORKERS AGE starts this week.
We must have 500 new subscribers
by the end of May and in this every
reader of the AGE must help. Don’t
keep a good thing to yourselves—
share it with your friends. If you
need the WORKERS AGE, if you
like to read it, then the fellow work-
ing alongside of you needs it and
would like to read it. Give him a
copy of the AGE. Get him to sub-
scribe!

With every year’s subscription we
are giving away a valuable premium.
You can have your choice of: (1)
“Short Stories Out Of Soviet Russia,”
(2) “Social Implications Of Art,” by
Diego Rivera (in preparation), or (3)
“Lenin,” by D. S. Mirsky.

Fill in the blank below NOW!

WORKERS AGE
Subscription Drive

WORKERS AGE
228 Second Avcnue
New York City.

Send me the Workers Age for 1
year ($2.50)—6 months ($1.50).

Name

Address

City

PREMIUM FOR ONE YEAR’S
SUB .

Please Check
“Short Stories Out Of Soviet
Russia.”
2. “Social Twplications Of Art,”
by Diego Rivera.
3. “Lenin,” by D. S. Mirsky.

In connection with the drive we
invite readers to write us about their
experiences in getting subscriptions.
What do you think of the WORKERS
AGE? What are your criticisms of
the paper? What are your suggestions
for improving it?

* * *

THE WORKERS AGE PUBLISH-
ING ASSOCIATION HOLDS
ITS FIRST MEETING

A preliminary conference of shqre—
holders of the Workers Age Publish-
ing Association was held on Thurs-
day evening, February 11, at 228 Sec-

ACQUAINT YOUR FELLOW-
WORKERS WITH THE
WORKERS AGE

ond Avenue. Here plans for the first
regular meeting of the Associution
were discussed.

Benjamin Gitlow reported on the|

state of the Association and on the
growing sale of shares.

The first regular meeting of the
Association will be held very soon. Al
this meeting Jay Lovestone, editor of
the Workers Age, will speak on “The
Workers Age, Its Policies and Organ-
ization.” Officers will be'elected qfnd
the organization will begin function-
ing regularly.

MURDER!

Harry Simms, 20 years old, organ-
izer of the National Miners Union
and member of the National Execu-
tive Committce of the Young Commu-
nist League of America, was murder-
ed by thugs in the employ of the Ken-
tucky coal operators. Following this
murder, virtual martial law has been
declared in the whole field and crimin-

nal syndicalist warrants issued against
all known Communists and Commu-
nist sympathizers.

Every militant worker should ex-
press his sorrow at the death of Com-
rade Simms by participating in the
memorial mass incetings being ar-
ranged in the various parts of the
country,

== RUTHENBERG M

Japan's Imperialist Aims Agamst Soviet Union

And China Bared

In Honjo's Plans

“We Must Aim To Cripple China And Russia Once And
For All,” Declares Japanese General In Report To
General Staff; War Danger Grows Steadily

A brazenly [rank statement of the
imperialist aims of Japan in the pres-
ent intcrnational political situation is
to be found in the official military
plan submitted by General Honjo,
commander-in-chicf of all Japancse
forces in Manchuria, to the Japanesc
general staff.  For these excerpts we
arc indebted to the Living Age, out-
standing Amecerican journal on foreign
aflairs.

“The renaissance of China, the con-
tinuous existence of ‘Red’ Russia, and
the advance by the United States
across the Pacific Ocean are all ana-
themas against the national policy of
our Empire. But, in order to be able
to prevent the advance of American
influence in the Orient, we must first
consolidate our national defenses on
the land and attain a position of inde-
pendence as far as material supplies
are concerned. Therefore, before de-
claring war on America, we must'

strive to gain a superior position for
our military strength both in China
and in Russia. We must aim to crip-
ple China and Russia once for all;
or, in case we should be unable to
destroy their power entirely, we must
at least reduce them to temporary
impotency so that they would not be
able for some time to attack us or
to regain their feet. Our Empire
would thus be enabled to seize hold
of vast quantities of rich natural re-
sources in our newly occupied lands.
When profitably applied they could
be the means of strengthening our
sea defenses, and driving American
influence east of Hawaii. Then, there
could be no question at all but that
the Philippine Islands wo1id fall into
our control. We could then be the
sole master on the Pacific and nobody
would be in a position to compete
with us or to make a protest.”

(Continued on page 2)

i The following letter was receiv-
| ed from J. K. Kapoor, one of the
counsel for M. N. Roy. The leitcr
speaks for itself.

It is the duty of every worker
and farmer, of every liberty-loving
person in this country, not only to
join the fight for Comrade Roy’s
release but also to do everything
possible to ease the intolerable

Igbal Krishna Kapoor, B.A.,L.L.B.

Advocate High Court

Cawnpore, 14th January 1932.
Gandhi Road.
Dear Sir,

I am sorry to inform you that
Mr. M. N. Roy has been sentenced
to 12 years deportation under Sec.
121 A I.P.C. (Indian Penal Code)
and was transferred to Central Jail
Bareilly from here on the 9th of
January, the day he was convicted.
Henceforth he will not be entitled
to write more than one letter and
receive more than one every
month. Only one interview for a
period of about 20 minutes is al-
lowed in a month. Any number of
books can be deposited at the Jail
Office but he will not be allowed
to have with him more than three
at a time. A limited amount of
writing materials may be allowed
to him by the Superintendent. Ex-
cept a weekly he will not be al-
lowed any newspapers, but he will
have magazines. He would like to
have some English magazines sent
to him from time to time. Those
in any other language he may not
be allowed.

An appeal will be filed in the
High Court of Judicature at Alla-

Help Comradekdj;!

Send All Money And Books To Workers Age,
228 Second Avenue, N. Y. C.

conditions under which the heroic
leader of the Indian proletariat
has to carry on his existence
m the British dungeons. We
are therefore appealing to all read-
ers of the Workers Age to contri-
bute money and books wn the cause
—money to help fight Comrade
Roy’s case, books for him to read
in prison. Give all you can!

habad. Preparations are being
made in this connection. The case
will be argued there for the first
time, because in the Court of Ses-
sions Cawnpore he decided not to
participate in the proceedings of
the Court after a certain stage.

As regards personal necessities
of the prisoner he ‘will no longer
be allowed to have his food sup-
plemented from outside nor will be
be allowed to use his own clothes
and beddings.

The condition of the prisoner
may be changed and he may be
placed on the higher class he has
been until now. Attempts to that
effect will be made.

I shall be in a position to send
you any information you require
of me regarding the personal com-
forts etc. of Mr. M. N. Roy from
time to time. I have only to in-
form you that I had appeared as
Mr. Roy‘s Counsel in the Lower
Courts and am doing my best for
him so far as his case in the High
Court at Allahabad is concerned.

If you like you may write to me
by the address noted above,

With greetings

Yours faithfully,
J. K. KAPOOR.

U.S. 5. R. PROPOSES ABOLITION OF
ALL ARMS, ARMIES AT GENEVA

Litvinoff Proposals Expose

Imperialistic Trickery Of

“Disarmament” Conference; Diplomats On Defensive

_GENEVA. — Total
disarmament, the complete abolition
of all arms and armies as the only
valid security, against war, was the
challenging proposal introduced at the
World Disarmament Conference here
by Maxim Litvinoff in the name of
the Soviet Union delegation. Sup-
plementing his proposal for complete
disarmament, Litvinoff said: “The So-
viet dclegation will recommend the
progressive proportional method . . .
It will warmly support any proposals
approaching or outstripping its own.
It will support equal rights for all
participants in the conference and
equal security for all states.”

While the Sovict plan was not un-

expected to the participants in the
conference, it again threw these diplo-

and universalmatic agents of imperialism into con-

sternation for it completely exposed
the]r thoroly hypocritical proposals
which aimed not at disarmament but
at blinding the masses and getting
some advantage over an imperialist
rival.

The Soviet proposals stand in sharp
contrast to the brazen scheme of the
French delegation, headed by Tardieu,
to arm the French-controlled League
of Nations as a way to “peace and
dlsarmame'nt”! It also shows up the
real meaning of the United States,
French and Japanese proposals, which
are animated simply with the objec-
tive of strengthening their own mil-

itary and naval power and weakening
the enemy.

Dressmakers aeneral Strike Galled m New Yo
Are Atfecte: Only Real Militar

AF.L, FOR FEDERAL
JOBLESS AID

Mass Unrest Forces Move;
But No Insurance For
Jobless Or Strikes

WASHINGTON.—A formal appcal
for ‘‘direct Federal aid” to the un-
cmployed, including the cnactment of
the Costigan-Lalfollette bill appro-
priating $375,000,000 for relicf pur-
poscs, was prescnted to [’resident
Hoover on the afternoon of February
9 by morc than 100 leaders of the
Amecrican Federation of Labor. The
appeal declares that there exists to-
day “a rcal national emergency,” that
the number of uncinployed is now
“over 8,500,000 and constantly grow-
ing,” that all “local relief agencies
had found their task too great,” and
that Federal aid swas necessary. In
addition to Federal appropriations for
unemployment aid, the A. F. of L.
proposals include the enactment of
the Norris anti-injunction bill, the
cstablishment of the 5-day week, the
“cessation” of wage-cutting, the mod-
ification of the Volstead Act,, income
tax incrcases in the higher brackets,
higher inheritance taxes, ctc.

It is understood that President
Hoover and the administration are
utterly opposed to these proposals
while the Democrats, with a view to
the labor vote in 1932, are adopting
a somewhat favorable if indefinite at-
titude.

* * *

The proposals of the A. F. of L.
lecaders show to what extent discon-
tent and unrest have grown in the
ranks of the conservative unions and
to what extent the leaders have been
forced to make concessions to this
leftward movement in order to main-
tain their contact with and hold over
the masses. Nevertheless, it should
be noted that the A. F. of L. leaders
still refuse to come out for govern-
ment unemployment insurance, the
only plan that can give even the
slightest relief to the uncmployed.
And while Green and his friends talk
about the “cessation of wage-cutting,”
thcy say nothing about the only way
to stop wage-cutting—that is, by
striking. On the contrary, they do
their best to discourage strikes and
even to hinder them when they are
called.

QUIZ FOR STATE
S VOTED

Senate Passes Resolution
For Inquiry Of Regime
Of Gov. Roosevelt

ALBANY.—Late on the night ot
February 10, the Senate of the Legis-
lature of New York State passed, by
a strict party vote of 27 (Republi-
cans) to 21 (Democrats), a concur-
rent resolution for a sweeping invest-
igation of Governor Roosevelt’s ad-
ministration, similar in character to
Hofstadter-Seabury investigation of
the New York City administration.

The action of the Senate is very!
obviously a partisan factional pre-!

election move of the Republicans who
hope, with good reason, to be able
to discredit the Roosevelt adminis-
tration as much as the Tammany
%aninistration has been in New York
1ty.

WASHINGTON.—The Norris anti-
injunction bill has been reported fav-
orably to the Senate after receiving
an 11-to-15 vote in the Judiciary Com-
mittee. The bill according to Mr. Nor-
ris, would provide for trial by jury
in that type of contempt cases involv-
ed in anti-labor injunctions. The
bill would also “outlaw” the yellow-
dog contract.

At the same time Representative
Crosser (D., Ohio) introduced a bill
in the House calling for “an investi-
gation by the Interstate Commerce
Commission of the feasability of a six
hour day for railroad labor.”

MAKE EVERY READER A SUB-
SCRIBER TO WORKERS AGE

AZANA SENDS 108
T0 EXILE

Spanish Regime Condemns
Revolutionists To Hell
Hole In Guinea

MADRID.—The recal character o
“Free Spain,” of “Spain, a rcepublic of
workers of all classes,” was shown
when, on the morning of February
10, the steamship Buenos Aires sailed
from Barcelona for Spanish Guineca
bearing 108 Communist and revolu-
tionary syndicalist leaders to exile and
to death.

The unspcakable repressive actions
of the Azana regime, in many cascs
more vicious than the monarchy,
(Continued on page 2)

k: 35,000 Workers
¢y Can Win Struggle!

Rank And File Pressure Forces Struggle Against Sweat-
Shop Conditions; Demand 40-Hour, 5-Day Week,
Wage Guaranty; N.T.W.LU. “Strike” Fiasco

New York City
As we go to press the International
Ladies Garmeht Workers Union has
just issued its call for a general strike
of dressmakers, taking effect Tuesday,
February 16, 10 A. M.

Eighteen halls have already been
announced as meeting places for strik-
ing dressmakeers. The strike will in-
volve from 35,000 to 40,000 workers
in the industry.

Among the demands put forward
by the strikers are: the 40-hour 5-day
week, guaranteed minimum wage-
scale, definite scale for price settle-
ments and no discharge. The cen-
tral issue around which the entire
strike struggle is revolving is the
sweat shop system which the workers
are determined to break. The notor-

; ious sweat-shop has returned to grip
the industry as in the worst days of
“old. The workers are bent upon not
only resisting its extension but on
wiping out its hold entirely.

Extensive preparations have been
made for the strike. This will be the
first big strike, involving so many
workers, of labor against wage reduc-
tions since the launching of the last
drive by the bosses the country-over
to cut wages and lower standards.
The strike comes as a result of pres-
sure from the rank and file of the
workers who forced the hands of the
administration of the I. 1. G. W, U,
and of the Dress Joint Board.

Local 22 of the 1. L. G. W. U. has
been the driving force in all the pre-
parations to make the strike a mili-
tant struggle against the bosses, a vic-
torious strike for the workers. In

Sl T ’ J T

" CAPITALIST “CURE” FOR OVERPRODUCTION

TWO BOSS PARTIES GIVE BIG HELP

T0 BANKS WHILE

MASSES STARVE

Republicans And Democrats Agree On Reconstruction
Corporation And On Glass-Steagall Measure
To Aid Big Capital In Crisis

In a desperate move to slow down,
if not to halt, the accelerated down-
ward course in finance and industry,
the Republican and Democratic ma-
chines have united on a common pro-
gram of wholesale relief to the banks
and big industry. Launching a cam-
paign of sweeping inflation, the Hoov
er administration, together with the
Democratic party leadership, has ar-
ranged for billions of dollars being
given to the hard-pressed financial
institutions thru the Reconstruction
Corporation and the Glass-Steagall
measure amending the Federal Re-
serve System. At the same time
Hoover and the Democratic chiefs are
resisting even the slightest relief for
the unemployed workers.

Under the provisions of the Recon-
struction Corporation law this com-
pany is to have at its disposal a capi-
tal of two billion dollars—or the

equivalent of the total assets of the
banks which failed since September
1929, plus the decline in bank deposiis
since September 1931. The latter is
approximately equal to the hoarded
money of over a billion dollars. The

Reconstruction Corporation is to lend
money on security to banks, trust
companies, loan associations and, agri-
cultural credit corporations which are
in bad shape. This literally means
huge government handouts to the
captains of finance in order to ‘“un-
freeze” some of the assets of banks
which got stuck lending on collateral
(stocks, bonds) now worth only a
fraction of the price of three years
ago. Hoover hopes to get the banks
out of the financial nuteracker into
which they have been driven by the
crisis.

The Glass-Steagall Bill proposes
three basic. changes in the Federal

, Reserve Law designed to aid indus-

trial and bank capital in distress.
These changes which make for ex-
tensive inflation and can only sharp-
en the crisis despite the big bonuses
to the bankers are:

(1) Any member of the Federal
Reserve bank, upon the indorsement
of at least four member banks, can
borrow from the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem. Such borrowing meed not be se-
cured in any way and the Federal

(Continued on page 2)

lL.ocal 22 there was organized a spec-
ial strike committec of 25 and steps
have been taken to secure active par-
ticipation of the dressmakers them-
selves in the strike management, in
the strike affairs, thru the organiza-
tion of a broad rank and file commit-
tee.

In the ranks of the workers there
is a growing fccling and conviction
that the outcome of the ‘strike de-
pends solely on the militancy of the
dressmakers themsclves, Only the
militancy of the dressmakers on strike
can insure that satisfactory settle-
ments will be secured. More and
more, the dressmakers realize that it
is only closed ranks and determined
struggle on thcir part that will bring
to them victory in the shops instead
of mere paper scttlements.

It is especially significant to point
out that growing numbers of workers
are aware of the fact that they must
resist to the limit all those in their
union who place any faith at all in
the Malones or Walkers for the slight-
est help to the strikers. To place the
workers intcrests in the hands of the
Malones, Walkers or Roosevelts
could only paralyze all chances of a
dressmakers victory in the strike and
would thus play right into the hands
of the bosscs.

® e @

As the thousands of dressmakers
are responding to the call of the I. L.,
G. W. U, the so-called strike ordered
a week ago by the sclf-styled “Needle
Trades Workers Industrial Union” is
in its stage of liquidation—a complete
fiasco. So little confidence did the
N. T. W. 1. U. have in its own strike
that even its leaders in the United
Front Committce who urged all work-
ers to strikc in rcsponse to its call,
themsclves did not go down on strike
and waited for the call of the I. L.
G. W. U.!

This duplicity towards the workers
of the I. L. G. W. U. who have been
called out on strike by the N. T. W.
I. U. and its sundry cover-organiza-
tions, was exposed by the Dressmak-
ers Progressive League and the Dress-
makers Trade Union Circle of Local

(Continued on page 4)

.. FORCED LOAN
ON HAIT

Leger Bares Wall Street
Scheme To Keep Hold
Of Island

WASHINGTON.—That the State
Department forced the Republic of
Haiti to float a loan of $16,000,000
totally unnecessary from the point of
view of the finances of the country,
simply for the purpose of perpetuat-
ing United States control over the
island was charged before the Senate
Finance Committee by Georges Le-
ger, brother of the Foreign Minister
of Haiti.

The loan was floated in the United
States by the National City Bank and
runs for thirty years. Mr. Leger
declared that the U. S. financial ad-
visers had geen the absolute dictators
of Haiti and that since 1915 Haiti has
been “under the complete domination

of the United States.”
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DIEGD RIVERA AND JOHN REED CLUB

> g

Politics And Money Do Not Mix!

The mad campaign of abuse of
Dicgo Rivera, the great Mexican rev-
olutionary artist, unleashed in the of-
ficial Communist press of this coun-
try, may take on a new light in con-
nection with the following letters:

1. From the John Reed Club tc
Rivera.

December 12, 1931,
Dear Friend:

... We are now preparing a series
of folios of lithographs and we are
greatly in need of a lithograph press.
This in itself is quite an expense . .
We are appealing to a few friends
who we think will respond. Will you
help us?

Sincerely yours,
WM. GROPPER
For the Committee.

2. From the John Reed Club to
Rivera,

December 23, 1931.
Dear Friend:

This is to acknowledge your letter
containing a check for $100 to be ap-
plied to the purchase of a lithographic
press.

We sincerely thank you for youw
generous contribution . . .

With comradely greetings,

Sincerely yours,
JOSEPH KAPLAN
Chairman of Committee.

3. From Gropper to Rivera.
December 23, 1931.
Dear Friend:

In the name of the John Reed Club,
I wish to thank you for your coopera-
tion and generous contribution to-
ward the Lithograph Press.

I personally wish to thank you and,
with hopes of seeing you in the near
future,

Sincerely yours,
WM. GROPPER.

4. From the Workers Center to
Rivera.

December 31, 1931.
Dear Comrade Rivera: )

This is to acknowledge receipt of
your donation thru Comrade Adolf
Wolf, the amount of $25.00 for the
completion of the New York Workers
Center. )

The Campaign Committee of the
Workers Center thanks you for the
same.

Fraternally yours,
8-day Drive Committee.
N. Y. WORKERS CENTER

It is only necessary to add two
things:

1. When the John Reed Club and
the Workers Center suddenly discov-
ered that Rivera was a "rgncggtdc,”
an “agent of the Fascist Mexican gov-
ernment,” ctc., etc., they .:mnounced
publicly that Rivera’s donations would
be returned as “tainted money.” Ap-
parently, however, they scem to like
the “taint” for the money is still far
from returned!

2. Towards the beginning of 1930,
when the Revolutionary Age received
sonie donations from Mexican sympa-
thizers, the Daily Worker grandly an-
nounced that his money had been re-
ceived from “Dicgo Rivera . . . from
the treasury of the Mecexican govern-
ment which in turn received it from
Ambassador Morrow, representative
of Washington and Wall Strect . .. "

BOSS PARTIES IN BIG
HELP TO BANKS

(Continued from Page 1)
Reserve thus has very small protec-
tion against default. (2) A Federa:
Reserve Bank is empowered to lend
to an individual bank on any kind o?
collateral it considers acceptable, ex
cept on foreign obligations. Thus,
even those banks which cannot get
the indorsement of any other institu
tions will be taken care of by the Fed-
earl Reserve. Obviously, this is an
outright gift to bankers. (3) The
Federal Reserve banks are hereafler
to be permitted to issue Federal Re-
serve notes against U. S. government
obligations which they buy in the open
market. This coining of government
bonds into paper money is a crass
form of inflation of currency. It is
simply a straight government dona-
tion to the banks.

The way in which Wall Street has
thrilled to the Hoover-Glass program
can be seen from the feverish rise on
the New York Stock Exchange dur-
ing the week.

JAP IMPERIAL AIMS
ARE EXPOSED

(Continued from Paye 1)

This declaration reminds one of the
propaganda and proposals of the
Prussian militarist Von Bernhardi in
preparation for the last World War.
General Honjo’s admission should be
brought to every worker. It certain-
ly will help arouse the toiling masscs
of the United States and the other
capitalist countries to the scriousncss
of the imperialist war danger and to
the acute menace to the Soviet Union
at the hands of the Japancse and
other imperialist powers.

REVOLUTIONISTS SENT
TO EXILE

(Continued from Page 1)
evoked an uproar in the Cortes where
the handful of Communist and revo-
lutionary deputics of all shadings rosc
in protest. The Cortes voted 157 to
14 to sustain the action, all Socialist
deputies voting for or clse abstain-
ing!

It is becoming increasingly clear to
all workers and pcasants of Spain
that the Azana regime is not a gov-
ernment of the democratic revolution
but is already a government of the
anti-democratic counter-revolution,

How, we ask, did the super-loyal of-
ficial Communists feel it possible, two
years after the time that Rivera, ac-
cording to them, was already func-
tioning as the go-between for Wall
Street, to appeal to Rivera for money?

SOVIET TO BE BIG
RUBBER MAKER

New Discovery Will Place
U. S. S. R. At Head Of
World Producers

MOSCOW.—As a result of the dis-
covery of a Soviet technician by the
name of Zarietsky, the Soviet Union
may become one of the greatest rub-
ber producers in the world. Two and
a half years ago this techuician be-
gan the study of a mountain plant
called towsagis which the Khirghiz
highlanders used for chewing. In the
Moscow laboratories it was discovered
that this plant contained over 40%
pure latex. This gave 95%, pure rub-
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ber, extractable by simpler and eas-
.er process that used for the latex
taken from the Brazilian and Malay-
an rubber trees.

The discoverer received the Order
of Lenin and the State laboratories
got to work immediately. It was dis-
covered that the plant could grow in
many parts of the U.S.S.R. Today,
according to the Industrial Gazette,
250,000 acres will be planted with
towsagis by the Fall of next year and
a big factory in Tashkent, which will
be completed within the year, will
produce a daily output of sixty tons
of pure rubber.

ABOUT THE WORKMEN
CIRCLE CONFERENCE

From a delegate to the Workmen’s
Circle Conference reported in last
week’s Workers Age, we have receiv-
ed the following note of correction of
our report.

“The resolution presented to the
conference by chairman of the Reso-
lutions Committee, was introduced in
:he Res. Com. by delegate Gladstein
of Branch 77 of the W. C. This main
resolution on the question of scab-
bery was adopted by the entire con-
ference with only a few abstentions.
There was also a second resolution
presented to the conference by the
Res. Com. which sharply criticized the
Nat. Ex. Com. for refusing to give
Jhe addresses to the Initiative Com-
mittee of the seven branches which
called this conference, while at the
same time the addresses were given
by the Nat. Ex. Com. for the purpose
of an anti- Soviet circularization. On
this second resolution some of the
lelegates proposed that the two ques-
tions should be separated. The re-
quest was granted by the chairman.
The first section of the resolution pro-
testing against the refusal of the Nat.
Ex. Com. to give the Initiative Com-
mittee the addresses was adopted
unanimously. For the other part of
resolution 45 voted for and 22
aghinst. A number of the delegates
voting against the second part of the
resolution withdrew from the con-
ference.”

SOCIALIST LAND PLAN
COLLAPSES IN SPAIN

MADRID. — The complete bank-
ruptcy of all the high-sounding plans
of the Socialists for agrarian reform
is now admitted here on all sides. The
Spanish government, supported by the
Socialist party, has announced that
the plan of the Socialist minister Fer-
nando de los Rios “cannot be carried
into execution” because—it “would
arouse the intense feeling of the con-
servatives and middle classes and
would lead to class war”! And since
the class war is altogether “out of
question” for Socialist-supvorted gov-
ernment (that is, the class war of the
peasants against the landlords but
not of the landlords against the peas-
ants), the agrarian reform plan must

BRING THE WORKERS AGE TO
THE MASSES OF WORKERS

go by the board. Meanwhile, as the
conservative papers admit, an intensc
radicalization process is under way
among the peasants and farm labor-
ers who are beginning to see the real
meaning of the fine phrases of the
Socialist supporters of the reaction-
ary bourgeois government.

Eugene K. Jones, executive secre-
tary of the National Urban League,
declared at the annual mecting of
that organization on February 10 that
the Negro unemployed had been sub-
jeet to “almost criminal diserimina-
tion” in the present crisis.

BOMBAY.—About 650 National-
ists in various parts of the country
were arrested for celebrating the
third anniversary of India’s “declara-
tion of independence”, that is, the of-
ficial announcement on the part of
the National Congress that “imme-
diate independence” was its goal.

“The shake of the hand,” says H.
C. Bailey, “has suffered such debility
that a hearty onc makes you wondet
what the fellow wants.” Such is “com-
radeship” among business men.

In the Comintern

ON THE EXPULSIONS IN THE C.2.6.0,

Statement Of The Reichsleitung

We publish below the declaration of
the National Council of the Commu-
nist Party of Germany (Opposition)
on the expulsion of the leaders of the
former minority from the organiza-
tion.

* * *

On January 12, 1932, Comrades
Walcher, Froelich, Enderle, Frank
Thomas, Josef Lang, Max Koehler
and Karl Baier were invited to a
meeting of tre National Council, to
which themembers of the Enlarge
Council were also invited. .

The National Council invited these
comrades because it had received in-
formation that before and after the
National Conference these comrades
had held secret conferences with the
S. W. P. (Socialist Workers Party).
Furthermore the National Council
was informed from the districts that
these comrades were spreading cen-
trally prenared factional material.

In connection with the declarations
of the leading comrades of the form-
er minority at the National Confer-
ence and in the Berlin membership
meeting, it was clear that there ex-
isted a situation in the group that
could no longer be tolerated.

The National Council asked these
comrades if they were ready to put
an end to their fractional work in
the group and to the secret negotia-
tions with the S. W. P. and to make
possible some understanding on the
basis of the decisions of the National
Conference. Upon this Comrade Wai-
cher, in the name of the comrades,
read a prepared statement demand-
ing of the National Council that, on
the questions of the S. W. P., on the
question of the estimation of the C.P.,
and on the question of discipline, it
should give up its position, confirm-
ed by the National Conference, in fav-
or of the position of the minority.

After this declaration there took
place a discussion in which almost all
members of the National Council and
Comrades Walcher, Enderle and
Kochler of the minority participated.

Neither in the declaration nor in
the discussion was it denied that the
comrades would carry on their fac-
tional work ond would continue their
conferences with the S. W. P. com-
rades without the knowledge of the
proper bodies of the C. P. G.-Q.

In the discussion the intention of
these comrades to go over to the S.
W.P. was not denied. The request
that they should subordinate them-
selves to the decisions of the Nation-
al Conference and to wait to see their
practical effects was rejected by Com-
rade Walcher who claimed that “there
was no longer any time for this.”

The former minority also reject-
ed the proposal to arrange thru com-
mon agreement a method of work, on
the basis of the recognition of the de-
cisions of the National Conference,
which shall permit the minority to
take up active work again without
any personal degradation in the
group. The Enlarged National Coun-
cil therefore decided unanimously
that the comrades named above have
placed themselves, thru their declara-
tions, outside of the ranks of the
C. P. G.-0.

G. Schreckler, Leader Of
Alsatian Party, Dead!

The international Communist
movement has suffered a tremendous
loss. Georges Schreckler, the secre-
tary of the Communist Party of Al-
sace, adhering to the International
Communist Opposition, died, sudden-
ly on January 29, 1932,

Comrade Schreckler was only 30
years old when he died. From his
childhood he was active in the Com-
munist movement and was an out-
standing leader of the Communist
youth movement. He led the struggle
of the Communist Party of Alsace
against the ultra-left course of the
leadership of the Communist Inter-
national and of the Communist Party
of France.

On January 31, 1932, the funeral
of Comrade Schreckler took place. It
was a tremendous demonstration of
the Alsatian working class and in it
there participated scores of labor or-
ganizations, trade unions, etc.

The whole International Commu-
nist Opposition mourns the death of
Comrade Schreckler.

Lozovsky At Work In The

English Party

At the Eighth Session of the Cen-
tral Council of the R. I. L. U. Lozov-
sky took to task the British delega-
tion headed by Pollitt. The latter,
in seeking to explain away the grow-

ing isolation and paralysis of the once
influential Minority Movement, de-
clared that “the R. I. L. U. did not
accord assistance to the Minority
Movement”, and “did not assist the
work of the latter within the reform-
ist trade unions.” Lozovsky, in a
sharp reply, said in part that “the
trouble was that the Minority Move-
ment not only did not fulfill this re-
solution (V. R.ILL.U. Congress) but
did not even publish it during the
course of four months; and when, fin-
ally, after insistent demands, the re-
solution was at last published, this
was done so unsuccessfully (in parts
and during a long period) that the
very resolution could pass unnoticed
for the working masses.”

This line of attack by Lozovsky,
for years a disrupter of the Commu-
nist work in the mass trade unions, is
an old one. In 1928 it was levelled
against the Communist Party of the
U. S. and the T. U. E. L. headed by
Foster. This was charged by Lozov-
sky precisely at the moment when the
Communists in the U. S. had thei:
greatest influence in the conserva-
tive unions. However, one might ask
Pollitt, who is an old experienced
trade union worker, why he needs so
many instructions and directions for
working in the old unions. Has he
forgotten all his experiences of near-
ly ten years of work in the trade
unions on the basis of Lenin’s teach-
ings? Would Pollitt have the British
comrades believe that working in the
old unions is something new that has
just been discovered by Lozovsky?
Pollitt for years fought Lozovsky just
because the latter always was op-
posed to constructive work in the con-
servative unions. But something new
has really happened—in the last
three years. The Leninist tactics to-
wards the trade unions have been
dropped by Pollitt, Lozovsky, Foster
and others. That’s why such “dis-
coveries” are being made riow.

Huge Anti-Fascist Meets
In Germany

The big united front anti-Fascist
demonstration in Berlin was a tre-
mendous success. Held on January
8 under the joint auspices of the Com-
munist Opposition, the Socialist
Workers party and the leninbund, it
filled to overflowing the large hall in
Ncukoelln. The C.P., burocrats had
originally issued the order to break
up the meeting but evidently it was
beyond their powers for nothing hap-
pened; on the contrary, there were
many C.P. members present.

Brandler spoke for the C.P.G.-O.,
Rosenfcld for the SW.P, and Ur-
bahns for the Leninbund. A numbe1
of representatives of the shop com-
mittces of some of the largest plants
in Berlin also spoke.

Similar demonstrations were held a
few davs later in Jena and Leipzig
under the joint auspices of the C.P.
G.-O. and the SSW.D’. In all of these
places non-partisan, united front, anti-
Fascist cartels have been cstablished

JOBLESS INSURANCE
LAW IN WISC.

MADISON, Wisc.— The first com-
pulsory unemployment insurance bill
in the United States has just been
passed in the State of Wisconsin and
signed by Governor Philip E. LaFol-
lette. The new law provides that its
compulsory unemployment insurance
fecatures go into effect next year un-
less “employers have brought 175,000
of the states workers under a satis-
factory voluntary system by that
time.” It is stipulated that should the
law become effective every employer
of ten or more persons where employ-
ees are receiving less than $1,500 a
year must tax his payrolls 2% until
a fund of $75 has been built for each
employee. When an employee is laid
off he is entitled to draw up to $10
a week.

And this unemployment insurance
law, so far behind the unemployment
provisions of most of the European
capitalist countries, not to speak of
the Soviet Union, is the “last word”
in “progressive” legislation in Ameri-
ca.!

“A Big Meal For A Small Deal”
RATIONAL
Vegetarian Dairy Restaurant
199 SECOND AVENUE
(Bet. 12th and 13th Sts.)
NEW YORK CITY

The Home of Pure and Wholesome
Food

Publisher of the “Workers Age,” a weekly newspaper devoted to the

interests of the workers. — A

militant fighting, working class

paper. — Stands for left wing and Communist unity.

Shares $5.00 Each

Membership gives you the right to attend meetings of the Association, |

to vote on all editorial and administrative matters and to participate

in the selection of editors and

the election of officers of the

Workers Age Publishing Association,

JOIN NOW!—Fill out this blank and mail to: Workers Age Publishing
Association, 288 2nd Ave., New York City.

I hereby enclose §............... in payment of. .. ...

shares of the

Workers Age Publishing Association.
Name
Address
City

. — State

HURLEY REJECTS
P.I, FREEDOM

Secretary Of War Declares
Filipino Hold Will
Be Maintained

WASHINGTON.—In the name of
the Hoover administration, Secretary
of War Hurley came out flatly re-
jecting any form of Philippine inde-
pendence, in his speech before the
House Insular Affairs Committee on
February 10. The “Chaos” in the
Far East was given as one “reason,”
while conditions in the Philippines
were described by Hurley as ‘“‘chao-
tic.” “The time was not ripe to grant
independence,” he declared. Inde-
pendence would be followed, he as-
serted, by ‘“economic chaos, social
anarchy and political revolution.”

Secretary Hurley’s pronouncement,
which has all the weight of an official
declaration, only reiterates the old
policy of American imperialism. In
spite of all “promises” and ‘“‘declara-
tions for ‘the future,” Washington al-
ways intended keeping hold of these
islands because of their tremendous
economic value, The rise of the rev-
olutionary peasant movement and of
militant nationalism in the Philippines
recently, giving the promise that once
the American iron heel is raised, the
masses would arise in what Hurley
calls “economic chaos, social anarchy
and  political  revolution,” only
strengthens the determination of Wall
Street to retain hold. Filipino inde-
pendence can come only as a result
of victorious national liberation strug-
gle of the Filipino masses.

The Stage and
Screen

“THE ROAD TO LIFE,” a Sowiet
Sound movie, picturing the “wild
boys” of the Soviet Union, in their
bandit days and in their transferma-
tion. Shown at the Cameo Theatre.

They were tough and no mistake,
these. “wild children” of Soviet Rus-
sia, Tough as the wars, civil ‘wars,
wreck and ruin that had created them.
Born in the dying days of Czarist
despotism, orphaned by war or star-
vation, left to shift for thcmsclves
while the battle between the wnrking
class and capitalist reaction raged,
they became thieves, pickpockets and
murderers., Asked by a social worker:
“What do you really want?’ a tow-
hcaded lad of about fourtcen answers:
“Vodka and girls!”

Operating in gangs under the lecad-
ership of older men, they were a prob-
lem for the new and struggling Soviet
government. How that problem was
met and successfully solved is the
story of “The Road to Life.” The
telling of that story in a drama of

THE Y. C.L. ANTI-WAR CONFERENGE

On Sunday afternoon, February 7,
an Anti-War Youth Conference was
held in Irving Plaza, New York City.
This was the second meeting of this
youth conference. The initial meet-
ing had taken place on January 3.
The call for the present conference
was prompted by the war now going
on in China. The conference was dom-
inated completely by the official Y.
C. L. The 80 delegates claimed for
the conference represented Commu-
nist or Communist-controlled oOr-
ganizations. No mass organization of
any kind were represented nor were
there any representatives from pacif-
ist or any other anti-militarist or-
ganizations present. The represen-
tatives of the Young Communist
League (Majority Group) were seat-
ed and their donation was accepted
and announced. But their written re-
quests for the floor was not granted
by the simple method of giving the
floor to other speakers.

The report of the Executive Com-
mittee was given by Delegate Yan-
cey. On the whole the report was cor-
rect, emphasizing the underlying dan-
ger in the Far Eastern situation—
war against the Soviet Union. It
chief failure was that its phraseolo-
gy was utterly technical in the Com-
munist sense. In our opinion the re-
porter to such a conference should
strive to give a correct Communist
analysis without however using the
technical terms of Communist thesis.
And then also, in their eagerness to
impress the delegates with an anti-
Soviet crusade the report failed alto-
gether to consider the threatening
factors making for an imperialist war
between the United States and Japan.
That this was not an omission but a
conscious policy on the part of the
Young Communist League members
was brought out very clearly when
the writer of this article proposed
that a clause be inserted in the reso-
lution pointing out this danger. In
order to facilitate the inclusion of
this clause it was worded in the mild-
est manner. All that was asked of
the conference was to insert the
phrase: “an imperialist war between
Japan and the United States is not
out of the question.” After some dis-
cussion and strong opposition by the
spokesman for the official Commu-
nist view, the amendment to the reso-
lution was defeated by a vote of 22

tears and laughter, courage and un-
derstanding, is what makes “The Road
to Life” the best sound picture ever
secen and heard in New York.

Self-governing communes, without
bars and without guards, with good
food, exercise and the learning of
trades and crafts brought to the “wild
boys” the conviction that the country
as well as the collective was theirs to
mmend or mar, to improve or ruin,
Despite some heart-breaking setbacks,
the climb was fairly stcady from the
degenerate banditry of their “wild
days” to the final happy creative days
of their own sclf-governing commune.

Mustapha, acted by I. Kyrla, him-
self a former “wild boy,” wins all
hearts. Mustapha, the leader of the
“wild boys,” cutting out and stealing
the complete back from a woman’s fur
coat and dress while she walks proud-
ly down the strect; Mustapha before
the Social Commission, threatencd
with jail by onc member, doffing his
tatrered cap and bowing low: “Much
obliged!”; Mustapha eating his soup
like 4 dog because all spoons were
stolen by some boys of the collective;
and Mustapha gloriously happy, sing-
‘ng aloud as he drives his hand-car
on his way to the celebration of the
opening of the railway, which he had
helped to huild—and meceting death!
You will live and laugh with him and
his comrades and. T believe, wipe
away a tear as did Sergevev, of the
0O.G.P.U,, leader of the Commune, at
Mustapha’s tragic end.

The cast is composed almost entire-
ly of former “wild boys” who had
actually lived thru scenes similar to
those they portray. T. Kyrla as Mu-
stapha surpasses Hollywood’s best.
The same is true of N. Batalov as
Sergeyev, the O.G.P.U. official who
handles the rchabilitation of the boys.
N. Zharov, as Zhigan the villain of
the picture, also ranks high.

Russian melodies are plaved and
sung thruout. Inspiring melodies

to 14., This vote indicates that a good
section of the delegates thought for
themselves. The reporter for the ex-
ecutive committee also voted for the
amendment. It is well to note that no
attempt was made by the Y. C. L.
delegates to launch an attack against
those who proposed the amendment.
One of the delegates from the Y. C.
L. (Majority Group) spoke in favor
of the amendment. She is known as
a supporter of the Majority Group
but strangely enough the speakers for
the Y. C. L. did not engage in name-
calling. This is a welcome attitude.
We can only hope that they persist
in it—altho we doubt it.

The rejection of the amendment
means that the Y. C. L. leaders to
the conference failed to understand
what is going on in the Far East
now. By calling the war between the
Chinese militarists and Japan as a
war of the Chinese people against
imperialism the conference really
played into the hands of the Ameri-
can imperialists who are behind
Chang Kai shek and the other Chin-
ese militarists and their struggle with
Japan.

It is one thing to hope for and ex-
pect the revolutionary war in China
and it is quite another to call the
present war a “peovle’s revolution.”
The present situation may very easily

ing chairs, tables, and even a rail-
road. And melodies of old Russia,
sung by Zhigan and his drunken com-
rades.

“The Road to Life” is also a road
to the understanding of how a coun-
try ruled by workers differs from a
capitalist country both in its treat-
ment of juvenile crime and in the pro-
duction of films.

Beg, borrow or steal the price of
admission but don’t miss “The Road

lustily sung by boys at work, build-

to Iife.”
M. L.

by A. E.

develop into revolution. It has not

done so yet.
L 3 N

But more important than the theo-
retical failings of the conference is
the complete lack on the part of the
Y. C. L. leaders of an understanding
on how a united front conference
should be constituted. This Anti-
War Youth Conference is a perfect
example of how a united front should
not be organized. As the writer point-
ed out at the conference, the united
front must be formed on a minimum
and not on a maximum program. To
call a conference on the basis of a
maximum program is to ask the other
organizations to endorse the official
Communist view. This is not a unit-
ed front. If the Socialist youth, trade
union organizations, etc., are to be-
come part of an anti-war united
front, the program of the united front
must be the minimum acceptable to all
these organizations. The representa-
tives of such organizations must be
treated as equals and not merely be
tolerated. The Y. C. L. must not act
as a specially privileged organiza-
tion. It must take its place on the
same basis as all other organizations.
But at the Sunday meeting, the rep-
resentatives of the Y. C. L. spoke as
if he were (and actually he was) the
high priest. God’s own vicar to the con-
ference. He spoke for at least 30
minutes, as long as the reporter \for
the Executive committee did. "He
boasted that the Y. C. L. called the
conference and was the force behind
it.

(Concluded in the next issue)
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Page Three

Capitalist “Planning” and Socialist Planned Economy

Planned Economy in the USSR

(Concluded from last issue)
Is It Worth While?

The bourgeoisic, particularly the
liberal section, have now and then
recognized the achicvements of so-
cialist planned cconomy, but have de-
clared the price paid in terms of hard-
ships and strain on the workers cn-
tirely too great. This argument holds
no water. We have never denied that
under the extremely great difficulties
under which the Five-Year Plan was
carricd out, it did cntail considerable
temporary strain and sacrifice by the
masses.  However, it is historically
undeniable that the economic and so-
cial hardships, temporarily bornc: by
the Sovict masses in their speediest
completion of the Five-Year Plan of
socialist construction for the toilers,
are petty and insignificant in_com-
parison with the hecavy price n life
and hmb, in dollars and cents, in
pounds and shillings, paid by the Brit-
ish and Amcrican working classcs in
the cities and countries, in the indus-
strial revolution or in the building up
of these gigantic rationalized indus-
tries for the capitalists.

In the Soviet Union industrializa-
tion for the masses and not for the ex-
ploiters is procceding at an unparal-
leled tempo without agonizing child
labor, low wages, filthy slums, nerve-
wrecking and  life-sapping speed-up,
and anurdcrous accident rates. To
the cxtent that the price paid for the
socialist successes is at all heavy, 1t
is primarily duc to the fact that the
Soviet workers are compelled to pro-
cced with the construction of social-
ism in a situation in which the US;I.{
finds itsclf in a virtual state of mili-
tary sicge. The Soviet Union is still
¢he only land of the victorious social-
ist revolution today. )

Iet the bourgeoisic, of different
shades, themsclves attest to these
facts. For instance, the I.ondon
Economist was compelled to say that
(September 5, 1931):

«f¢ is difficult to withhold admiration
from a people which is willing to endure
so much for the sake of the future, o1
from a government which has the imagma-
tion and the resolution to take a great
proportion, es.timated by some :?t‘()O% ot
the national income, for purposes of na-
tional reconstruction. No such toll has

been taken in modern time from a people,
save in time of war; then it was for the

purpose of destruction.”

And Mr. I.loyd, writing for the New
Statesman, further said:

«“The Soviet State, so far as one can
iud;re,edoes not present itself to the wm'k]el‘
(tho it did till  recently at least to .ne
peasants) as a hard task—mistress or a
cruel stepmother. lle does not resent t.he-
mechanization of industry and agriculture;
he sees in it a new and glorious adventure,
and the means of a larger life and culture.
And, despite all his speeding-up, he has
not begun to think of himself as a robot
—and he certainly has not begun_yet to
shape like one. {{e believes in himself—
sometimes a little too arrogam_ly'—aud he
believes in his own and Russia’s future.
Elated by the hope of this future, pricked
on by the fanatics of the Communist Party
and by every form of pr‘opaganda,.as well
as by the incentive of higher earnings, he
is working stolidly, cheerfully or enthu-
siastically at thg Herculean task of the

3 lan.’
Five-Year Plan ..

Serious Problems Ahead

There are still plenty of capitalist
forces and factors within j;he _Sovxet
Union’s economic and social l.lfe to
overcome. The conscious policy ot
the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union is
constantly and vigorously to eliminate
these factors and forces to the end of
.completely wiping them out.

Despite the shortcomings in one
plant here and in another plant there,
this goal is being realized. For in-
stance, the London _Times (October
15, 1931) has recognized that:

“The old methods of tilling the land in
Russia are giving way to the modern
methods ol science. The introduction
of machinery, altho the tractors mdy now
be wrecked and left out in all weathers,
will in time lead to more grain, and this
would have been impossible without a
ruthless suppression of the strip-system.
The influence of this upon the regime 1+
inestimable.  Ilaving won the battle
against the peasant, the Soviet regime
finds itself in a stronger position than it
has ever been before . . . . It is able to
devote its energies to its plan of indus-
trialization.”

Of course when the London Times
speaks of the peasant it really means
the kulak. .

In examining the problems and dif-
ficultieg still confronting the U. S. S.
R. in its task of socialist construction,
we underscore the fact that our aim
is to build a society free from the
chaos and anarchy so characteristic
of and so inherent in capitalist econ-
omy. It is interesting to note that the
bourgeoisie rave with joy when we
fall behind on one sector or another
in achieving a quota and that they
rave madly when we exceed a quota.
In fact, there are many serious bour-
geois economic experts who maintain
that the very exceeding of quota limits
signifies the failure of planned econ-
omy, since things obviously haven’t
worked out under these conditions
just according to the plan, strictly ac-
cording to a blue-print. In line with
this set of thoughts is the reasoning
of the well-known German-economic
weekly Der Deutscher Volkswirt. Its
theory propounded by its editor, Dr.
Toni Stopler, is the following: In
order to balance or even merely se-
cure the achievements of planned
economy, the Soviet Union must call
upon foreign resources. These foreign
resources come from unplanned capi-
talist economy. Therefore, says Dr.
Stopler, capitalist chaos is necessary
to help socialist planning and, there-
fore, unplanned capitalist economy is
superior to planned socialist economy!
Obviously, this is laughable,

1. Among the outstanding problems
facing the Soviet Union are, first,
those primarily financial in character.
At the outset of the Five-Year Plan
the proportion of capital invest-

by Jay Lovestone

ments, social in character, was 57%. |tailed in the establishment of correct

Today, even before the completion of
the Five-Year Plan, the 3%ocial pro-
portion of capital investments is al-
rcady 80%. Naturally, to achieve such
progress, there is a great strain on
the capital resources. Numerous fin-
ancial and currency complications
tend to arise and may develop for the
Soviet workers in.view of the fact
that there is a virtual blockade in the
international capital market against
the U. S. S. R.

2. The Soviet Union lacks today an
adequate supply of skilled labor and
technical directors. However, au--
thoritative = American engineering
opinion is convinced that the U. S.
S. R. will succeed in overcoming this
serious obstacle. The intensive sys-
tem of workers training is making
real headway in developing an indus-
trially-minded army of workers from
a dominantly agricultural population.
The problem of techrfical administra-
tive help is more difficult and will
take more time.

3. The U.S.S.R. is aware of the
fact that it faces a-great task in the
need for developing the quality as
well as the quantity of its production.
Real headway has already been made
in this field.

4. The price question. After all, the
prices in the Soviet Union are not es-
tablished in the same way and on the
same basis as they are in the capital-
ist countries. The difficulties en-

prices for the various goods produced
are being overcome particularly thru
the introduction of the new system of
strict accounting for the trusts. This
system is known as the Chosrastschot.

5. Difficulties are also bound to
arise for the Soviet Union in its rela-
tions to the world market. The offi-
cial trade reports indicate a tremend-
ous growth in the foreigh commerce
of the Soviet Union for the last year.
The difficulties here will grow out of
a lower demand for Soviet commodi-
ties because of the higher tariff bar-
rier and the reduced standard of liv-
ing of the workers in the capitalist
countries, the lowered prices received
by the Soviet Union; the consequent
loss in available foreign currencies
with which to purchase machinery;
and the ever-more intense difficulties
in securing favorable or suitable
credit terms for trade because of the
general instability and insecurity now
characterizing the capitalist world
market.

We mention these difficulties in or-
der to present a dynamic comprehen-
sive viewpoint of this question, since
the crisis of capitalism has not only
tremendous political, social and psy-
chological effects of a beneficial char-
acter for the Soviet Union today but
also certain, tho less decisive, yet im-
portant, embarassing features.

(To be continued)

“We Are The Truer Guardians ... ”

THE HERITAGE OF THE GIVIL WAR

by Will Herberg

(Continued frem last issue)

The Historical Significance of the
Civil War

The inevitable march of events soon
brought on the Civil War. “From
resistance to the slave power,” the
North moved on to “death to slav-
ery”(11). But the Civil War cannot
be studied in isolation. The Civil
War and the Reconstruction Period
form an organic unity; they both con-
stitute essentially a bourgeois revolu-
tion in two stages: first, the defeat of
the armed counter-revolution of the
slavcowner: (the Civil War) and, sec-
ondly, the attempt to draw all the
historically nccessary consequences,
economic, political, and social, of this
defeat of the counter-rcvolution (the
Rconstruction I’criod). In spite of
the highly spccific form which this
bourgeois revolution assumed in this
country(12), its essential and funda-
mental aims were still those of the
classical bourgcois-democratic revolu-
tion: the national consolidation of the
country (the defeat of secession), the
thoro eradication of all pre-capitalist
cconomic forns (abolition of slavery),
the destruction of the political power
of the aristocracy (disfranchisement
of the former slaveowners and reb-
els), the advance of demorcay (the
enfranchisement of the Negroes), the
agrarian revolution (the Radical plan
of confiscating the lands of the former
slavcowners for distribution among
the emancipated slaves), etc. Nor can
the strict analogy be overlooked be-
tween the military dictatorship estab-
lished by the Jacobins in the recaction-
ary rural departments of France and
the military rule of the South during
Reconstruction. The general histori-
cal form is the same, however differ-
ent may be the external aspects of the
specific episodes.

Qur “liberal” historians, whose vul-
gar philistinism is cqualled only by
the narrow-mindedness of those
“Marxist” historians who echo them,
stand puzzled, cven aghast, before the
great cvents of heroic period and are
able only to mumble some platitudi-
nous phrases about “corruption” and
“greed”! Of course, there was cor-
ruption and greed—and on an almost
incredible scale too! But after all it
was a bourgeois revolution operating
on the sacrosanct level of private
property and private appropriation.
Whatever the fatal finger of private
property touches, it corrupts! Never-
theless, mankind i$ profoundly inter-
csted that, in the struggle between
lower and higher forms of private
property (forms of exploitation), the
latter should emerge victorious. for
their victory signifies final relegation
to the scrap-heap of history of much
that is outlived and reactionary in
the institutions of society and a great
step forward along the road towards
the eventual emancipation of the hu-
man race from every form of exploi-
tation and oppression. “I naturally see
what is repulsive in the form of the
Yankee movement,” wrote Marx(13),
“but I find the reason for it in the
nature of a bourgcois democracy . .
where swindle has been on the sover-
eign throne for so long. Nevertheless
the events are world-upheaving . . . ”

. s %

The Struggle Over Reconstruction

“Two paths and two outcomes are
possible in every bourgeois revolu-
tion”(14: the radical' (Jacobin) and
the conservative (Girondin). The
struggle between these two courses
forms the essential content of the
whole Reconstruction Period. At first
the Radical course had the apper hand
and it looked as if the bourgeois-
democratic revolution would be car-
ried thru to its ultimate conclusion.
Then came a period of vacillation.
Finally the Conservative course (out-
lined by Lincoln and championed by

Johnson) emerged triummphant. The
Ncgro slave was indced legally eman-
cipated but he was not. transformed
into a free (in thec bourgcois sense)
proletarian or indecpendent peasant-
proprictor. No; the slave status gave
way before a new semi-servile status,
a caste status in which the Amecrican
Negro has labored until today.

To what must the triumph of the
Conservatives and the frustration and.
distortion of the democratic revolu-
tion be attributed? Not merely to the
inner weakness of the Northern capi-
talist class itself, within which there
emerged powerful reactionary ele-
ments.  Several factors, closely in-
tertwined, played a decisive part in
bringing about this turn of cvents:
the role of the West, the effect of the
tremendous cxpansion. of Northern
capitalism and the retreat of the more
conservative scctions of the bourgeoi-
sie before the ultimate implications of
the democratic revolution carried thru
to completion.

The unhampered and unrestrained
exploitation of the West became the
absorbing object of the decisive sec-
tions of the Northern bourgecoisie,
especially the financiers and mer-
chants—had not the struggle over the
West played the leading role in pre-
cipitating the war? On the basis of
the dccisive victory of the industrial
bourgcoisic thru the Civil War, an
unprecedented expansion of industry,
commerce and finance along strictly
capitalist lines took place, in the
coursc of which the Federal govern-
ment was converted into a most ener-
getic and avowed champion of the
cconomic interests of the industrial
bourgcoisie (tariff, resumption of spe-
cie payment, grants to railroads and
other corporations, etc.). The tre-
mendous upsurge of capitalism did
not proceed along the lines of the in-
dustrialization  “bourgeoisification”)
of the South (industrialization here
had to wait until the 1890’s for a real
start), it was almost entirely absorbed
in economic expansion in the North
and in the West. And for the free
cxploitation of the West, for unham-
pered expansion in the North, “peace”
in the rear was necessary. The “dis-
turbed condition” of the South, the
natural consequence of any serious
attempt at a revolutionary transfor-
mation of the Southern order must be
ended, of course thru a compromise
with the ex-slaveowners at the ex-
pense of the Negro freedmen, the
masses of the poor white Southern
population and the interests of the
country as a whole.

Furthermore the radicalism of the
Radicals was beginning to go much
too far to suit the money lords and
merchant princes. Just as the conser-
vative sections of the French bour-
geoisie recoiled at the “excesses” of
the Jacobin radicals, so did these gen-
tlemen draw back in consternation at

For Communist

Unity!

Waiting for further instructions
from the E. C. C. L., the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of the
U. S. has not yet answered the let-
ter regarding unity sent to it by the
National Buro of the Communist Par-
ty (Majority Group).

Both the communication of the Na-
tional Buro and the unity resolution
adopted by the membership meeting
of the New York District of the C. P.
(Majority Group) has been forward-
ed to the E. C. C, I. by Weinstone,
acting secretary of the Party. The
unity resolution adopted by the
crowded Labor Temple meeting has
also been forwarded. It appears that
the E. C. C. L. is maintaining its po-
sition of seeking merely individual
capitulations, self abusive statements
and mechanical endorsements of the
present ultra-left, sectarian line of
the Party. While the Central Com-
mittee of the Party is outwardly ac-
cepting this policy of the E. C. C. L.
unanimously, some of its members
have expressed themselves ready for
unity and for enterimg negotiations
immediately. In the rank and file of
the Party the sentiment for unity is
growing. For the first time in months
an increasing number of Party mem-
bers are agaih thinking and talking
of unity.

From unimpeachable sources we
have learned that the whole question
of unity of Communist forces in the
United States and on an international
scale has recently come under consid-
eration in the Political Secretariat of
the E. C. C. L.

the agrarianism, equalitarianism and
“violence” of the Radicals. Marx(15)
has called attention to the fact that
“Mr. Wade (a leading Radical, pres-
ident of the Senate.—W.H.) dcclared
in public mectings that after the abol-
ition of slavery, a radical change in
the relations ot capital and of proper-
ty in land is next upon the order ot
the day.” “You know how I have
felt for a long time,” wrote(16) Hen-
ry Cooke of the notorious banking
firm of Jay Cooke, “in regard to the
coursc of the ultra-infidelic radicals
likec Wade, Sumnecr, Stcvens et id
omne genus. They were dragging the
Republican party into all sorts of isms
and extremes. Their policy was onc
of bitterncss, hate and wild agrarian-
ism. These reckless demagogues
have had their day and the time has
come for wiser counscls. With Wade
uttering agrarian doctrincs in Kansas
and fanning the flames of vulgar pre-
judices, trying to array labor against
capital and pandcring to the basest
passions; with Butler urging whole-
sale conscription thruout the South
and wholesale repudiation thruout
the North ., . ; with Stevens . .. ad-
vocating the idea of a flood of irre-
deemable paper moncey. . . ; with Pom-
eroy and Wade and Sprague and a
host of others clamoring for the un-
sexing of woman and putting a bal-
lot in her hand . .. what wonder is it
any wondcr that the accumulated load
was too hcavy for any party to car-
ry ...

Thus came Thermidor in the second
American revolution!
. s
“We Are The True Guardians!”
There werc giants in those days be-
cause it was an age demanding and
creating giants, The great figures
that led the Radical hosts in desperate
battle descrve the profoundest re-
spect of the revolutionists of today,
of every man who prizes liberty and
human progress. Thad Stevens, the
indomitable warrior, the Great Com-
moner, whose badgc of honor is the
frantic hate that the slaveowners and
their spiritual descendants have heap-
cd upon his memory for generations;
Charles Sumnecr, the incorruptible, the
incarnate hcart and conscience of the
nation, holding ideals and principles
far above party and place; Wendell
Phillips, the fiery-tongued Abolition-
ist, the invincible tribune of the
friendless and the oppressed, the liv-
ing bond between yesterday and to-
day, between the war against chattel-
slavery and the struggle against cap-
italist wage-slavery. To the revolu-
tionists of today belongs their tradi-
tion and not to the lily-white party

of "Hoover the slave-trader!
We are the truer guardians—let us
claim our heritage!

(11) As above in (2).

(12) A quite similar type of bourgeois revo-
lution took place in Switzerland in the War
of Secession of 1847 (Sonderbund War).
(13) Briefwechsel, etc., vol. 3, p. 96. Lettes
of October 29, 1862. It should be recalled

also that the great orgy of corruption in the

post-Civil War days came with the triumph
of the Conservatives.

(14) Two Tactocs of the Social-democracy
in the Democratic Revolution, by V. I. Lenin.
(15) Canital, by Karl Marx. Preface to the
first edition.

(16) E. P. Oberholtzer, Life of Jay Cooke,
vol. 1T, p. 23.

OUR AIM: 500 NEW SUBSCRIB-
ERS TO THE WORKERS AGE

The Real Face of the Sectarian Course

How 1.U.U.L. Wrecks a Union

The workers of the suitcasc and
bagmakers industry are sulfering the
worst forms of cxploitation.  ‘Lheir
wages arc starvation wages, reaching
down as low as $12 to $15 per week.
They have to work long hours under
the wprst spced-up. The periods of
uncmployment arc long and therefore
70% to 80% of the workers arc
tramping the strecets looking in vain
for work and are starving.

The workers, discontented with the
previous administration for their lack
of aggressiveness and for their class-
collaboration policy, decided to clect
a ncw administration in the union. A
membership meeting took place at
which a committec of 15 was clected
to constitute the administration of the
union, A sub-committee of three of
this committee was chosen to take
charge of the affairs of the union. One
of the threc (a T.UU.L. member)
was clected organizer by the commit-
tec of 15. And here are the results
of the irresponsible actions of this
revolutionary union organizer.

* * *

The Stecker and Spelrein Shop

A manufacturer, Stecker and Spcl-
rein, went bankrupt. This firm re-
organized its business under a new
name and rcopened its plant, claiming
that this was a new concern. When
a committce of workers of the shop
asked the boss when he would start
work the answer was: (1) “I will take
up whoever I want.” (2) “The work-
ers will work as many hours as I

by Max Areinoff

want.” (3) “I will pay them as much
as I wish., There will be no more
union in my shop!”

When this question came up at the
committce of 15 it was decided that a
shop mecting be called and the fol-
lowing be proposcd: (1) No worker
should go up to work unless he gets
permission of the union. (2) Should
the boss become aggressive and take
on non-union help, -a strike should be
immediately declared. The shop meet-
ing was held and the workers ap-
proved these proposals by a large
votc. But what was the result? Was
this dccision of the workers carried
out by our “revolutionary organizer”?
Instead of carrying out this decision
of the committce of 15 of the union
and of the workers of the shop this
‘R.U.U.L. organizer, Charles Blank,
together with few members of the
shop committce who betrayed the in-
terests of workers of the shop and of
the union, signed an agrcement with
the boss without the knowledge of
the committee of 15 and of the work-
ers on the following basis: (1) Picce-
work instead of week work; (2) 10%
rcorganization of the shop with the
understanding that the boss has the
right to throw out 5% of the workers
every six months; (3) The prices on
picce-work should be made on the
basis of the general market, using
P’hiladelphia, the worst open shop
center in our industry as a basis.

When this treacherous agreement
was brought before the workers of

For A United Front Of Labor!

THE MARINE DEFENSE AND THE L.L.D,

by Jack Soderberg

(Continued from the last issue)

I asked him to lcave so the defen-
dants could discuss the matter. I was
warned during this discussion by both
Bunker and, Trajer that the I.L.D.
was not sincere in this offer. I re-
fused to belicve it at the time. I
could not conccive of an organization
playing with thc very lives of three
workers. I could not imagine the ex-
tent of their irrcsponsibility and
treachery. How corrcct Bunker and
Trajer were, later cvents have proven.
Later Buitenkant returned and short-
ly after ‘Sabatino and Fishman ar
rived. We informed Buitenkant that
we could not and would not supplant
our present attorneys nor discharge

| the committee that had worked faith-

fully for us. My stand was that I was
still willing to accept I.LL.D. attorneys
as associate counsels with Sabatino,
chief attorney, providing arrange-{
ments could be made with Sabatino
and Buitenkant. It soon became evi-
dent, however, that this was impossi-
ble due to the obvious belligerent and
dominecring manner of Buitenkant
towards Sabatino. He informed Sa-
batino that he did not understand the
case, knew nothing how to defend it,
etc. It should be borne in mind that
Sabatino had gone thru the case care-
fully several times but, as far as Bui-
tenkant was concerned, he had not
even looked up the indictment and
certainly had not asked us what it
was all about.

That is all the I.L.D. knows about
the ease to date, yct an attorney that
has spent three months working on
the case does not know “how to de-
fend it.” It was evident that we could
come to no arrangement after this.
The following day we went to trial
and a mistrial was declared. Upon
returning to my cell I found a tele-
gram from the L.L.D. offering to take
over the defense. Altho I at this time
was certain that the desires of the
1.L.D. lcadership was not so much to
defend us as it was to disrupt the
defense committee, I still wanted to
keep the welcome sign up and wired
the I.LL.D. that my stand was still un-
changed, iec., I was still willing to
accept the LI.D. attorney with our
attorneys but that there was a danger
of a disagreement among the defen:
dants but that there still was time to
fight in view of the mistrial.

This is a true picture of happenings
since our arrest and up till January
25, 1932; on that date the official or-
gan of the Party came out with a
vicious attack upon the Marine Work-
ers Defense Committee and accused
the committee of bertaying the de-
fendants. As one of those defendants
1 state openly and knowing the full
meaning of my statement that the be-
trayal is at the hands of the LL.D.
leadership. Not only have they be-
trayed the three deféndants and most

violent spurt on the stock
market greeted the Hoover-

Glass bankers bonus bills. The
fruition of these measures will

lead to dangerous inflation. All
principal European currencies

have already risen against the dol-

lar for fear of rapid inflation
here. .

The stock rise is not indicative
of any improvement. The price
decline continues. Brokers loans

The Econhomic Week

maintain their downward course.
The auto output has disappointed
all who had banked on a produc-
tion rise following the automobile
show. The steel situation, ad-
justed seasonally, has taken a turn
for the worse. The industry has
practically given up hope for a
seasonal upturn in March. The
heavy January decline in savings
in New York shows the continu-
ation of hoarding. Chain store

sales for January show a drop of
over 10% and department store
sales 229, from the corresponding
month of last year. Cotton cloth
production registered a further
decline. Unemployment has risen
ominously in England and Ger-

many. The British price decline,
in the face of the depreciated
sterling currency, is taken as evi-
dence of the unbroken downward
price trend on a world scale.

viciously stabbed them sncakingly
in the back, but they have betraycd
all that is fine, that is decent, that is
sacred, in labor’s principle. They
have shown themselves to the rest of
the working class as open collabora-
tors with the prosccution, first at the
time of the arrest when they left us
at the mercy of the police and treach-
erously sncaked away and actually
assisted the authorities with their
thinly veiled provocative articles in
their press, and, secondly, when they,
under excuscs of wanting to corrcct
these past errors, came in and came
with one purpose only—that of smash-
ing our defense. In their eyes we are
but political pawns. Our lives mean
nothing to them. They are not con-
cerned. They have played a game in
this case so despicable, so utterly
anti-working class that it makes one
wonder and ask: Why? What are
their purposcs? Of one thing I am
sure: If we are acquitted at our trial
it wiil not be because of the I.L.D.
but 1ather in spite of the I.L.D. There
is one gratifying feature about this
case. For the first time in years in
this country has it been found pos-
sible for anarchists, syndicalists, I.
W.W., and Communists of different
factions and A. F. of L. trade union-
ists to sit at the same table and dis-
cuss ways and means of freeing mem-
bers of their class. This is an achieve-
ment but it is precisely this achieve-
ment that the Party burocrats, in
their blind, mad, factional rage, are
trying to split. They tried by lies to
stampede the workers at our arrest.
They did not succeed. They cannot
understand it. T ask comrade workers
everywhere: Support the Marine
Workers Defense Committe which is
the only body that has the full and
undivided confidence of the defen-
dants.

JACK SODERBERG,
Tombs Prison
February 4, 1932.

Of the 677,208 persons gainfully
employed in Connecticut in 1930 25%
or 169,790 were voung workers under
25 years of age. According to the
Census Buro 291 of the total gainful
workers were 10 to 13; 5,402, or 8%,

were 14 or 15; 26,436, or 3.9%, were

18 or 19; 97,661, or 14.4% were 20 |

to 24. The figures for child work-
ers cannot be considered as exactly
correct for the Census was taken
April 1. It therefore fails to con-

the shop, the writer of this article and
some other workers of the shop ex-
poscd the betrayal. The question was
raiscd by some of the workers at the
shop meeting: “Why didn’t you bring
this agrcement to us before you
signed? We arc the ones to suffer
under these miserable conditions.”
The answer of this T.U.U.L. organ-
izer was: “Altho I was called a be-
wrayer and a traitor to the workers, I
stifl claim that my conscicnce is clear
and that under the circumstances this
is the best that we could get.”
* * *

The Atlas Suitcase Company Scandal

Another example of how the T.U.
tJ.LL. linc works in our union is the
{ollowing:

The Atlas Suitcase Company locked
out its workers and took on non-
anion help. When this was taken up
with the committece of 15 it was de-
cided to call a shop meeting and that
a committec of the workers be elected
which, togcther with a union repre-
sentative, should notify the boss that
the non-union help be immediately
discharged and that the workers of
the shop who are union men be given
their jobs back again. It was also
proposed that, since the union had a
signed agrcement with this firm, the
union officially inform them by a
letter from the unions attorney that
they had violated the agrcement. A
I.U.U.L. member, Recitman, bitterly
attacked this proposal. But what hap-
pened then? The committee saw the
boss and informed him of the union
decision. The boss’s answer was:
“You can strike if you want to.” In-
stead of calling a strike, Reitman and
Blank, the union orgagizer, went to
Buitenkamp, the lawyer of the 1.L.D,,
for advice. Buitenkamp, the “revolu-
tionary” lawycr, advised them not to
call a strike as this involved the union
in a lot of expense. “Therc is a cheap-
er way,” said Buitenkamp. “Give me
$100 and I will institute legal pro-
ccedings and apply for an injunction.”

The revolutionary leaders of the
union immediately took his advice
and, without the knowlcdge of the
committee of 15 and without its ap-
proval, paid the lawyer $50. When
the matter came before the committee
of 15 I made a proposal that these
two lcaders be condemned for their
actions and a shop meeting be called
to declare a strike against this firm.
Sirulnikoff, also a T.U.U.L. member,
made the amendment that we go on
with the legal proccedings because
“we haven’t with whom to strike,”
and this despite the facts that
the workers of the shop demanded a
strike. 'This amendment was carried.
Five I"'U.U.L. members voted for it,
against three ot.herf o£ the committee.

What Must Be Done?

‘What must be done to stop the de-
moralization of the union and win
back the confidence of the workers in
our union? (1) A general member-
ship meeting must be called where
the situation of the union as well as
the election of a new organizer shall
take place. (2) The mobilization of
all workers in the trade must take
place to resist the offensive of the
bosses and put a stop to wage-cutting
and the lenghtening of hours. (3) A
sub-committee must be elected to
make all the necessary arrangements
to call a conference of the workers of
all the three centers, New York,
Newark and Philadelphia, to establish
one Joint Council to carry out our
work successfully.

gider the large number of young chil-
dren who toil on the tobacco fields in
the Connecticut valley during the
summer months. It is to be noticed
that child-workers under 10 are not
listed. Besides the above omissions,
we must mention the well kqown prac-
tice of giving falsc ages to ob-
tain employment and also the failure
to register part-time workers—news-
boys, caddies, boot blacks, messenger
boys, store helps, etc.

The much talked of drop in child
labor has still to be shown. Whether
part-time or full-time, the workers
child must toil in the most prosper-
ous times and starve at other times.

ACQUAINT YOUR FELLOW-
WORKERS WITH THE
WORKERS AGE

!

*

FRED'K DOUGLASS

SATURDAY
8:30 P. M.

DANCE

20

*

INTERRACIAL CLUB

FEBRUARY
1932

AT HOWLAND STUDIO

1660 Fulton St. —

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Music by the Famous Kid Taylors Jazz Band

ADMISSION: — GENTLEMEN 50c

LADIES 36c
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ONCE MORE THE BROWN DERBY?

PREPARATIONS for the coming national conventions of the big
capitalist parties have been in full swing for some time. But as
mid-summer draws nearer what goes on in the Republican and Demo-
cratic stables not only becomes more audible but also becomes more
visible. The color of the “dark horses” and their capacity to make the
presidential run become more obvious.

Because of the momentous economic crisis this year’s national. elec-
tion campaign has begun earlier than it usually does. Serious conflicts
have been coming into the open not only between the Party of the Ele-
phant and the Party of the Donkey but especially within the Republican
and Democratic folds. Generally, these struggles come to a head ovet
the choice of Presidential standard-bearer. This is particularly true in
the ranks of the “outs,” the big bourgeois party looking into instead of
looking out of the White House.

Hence, the Republicans are doomed to renominate Hoover. To do
anything else would be bad strategy and would be an open confession of
bankruptcy on the part of the Republican party, especially in view of the
terrific bang with which Hoover’s prosperity collapsed. Not to nominate
Hoover would mean a disavowal and repudiation of its leader and policies.
This the Republican party could indulge in only at the expense of certain
disaster in the coming elections. Of course, history can be made over a
plate of oysters as well as over a cup of coffee. Hoover, like Harding,
may also be fed bad oysters at the politically appropriate moment and-
beat a gracious and saving departure from the party leadership. Such
predictions as to the dark and devious ways of “pure democracy” are risky

affairs and we are not resorting to them.

For the Democratic party, the task of selecting its presidential nominee
is far more complicated. As a party, the Democratic party is a conglomera-
tion of interests, a bloc of conflicting capitalist groups. In a country like
France or Germany, where class lines have hardened much before they did
in the United States, an outfit like the Democratic party would appear as
two or three distinct parties: This year, however, with the chance for vic-
tory over the Republican party growing brighter as the darkness of the crisis
grows heavier, the conflicts within the Democratic party.revolvmg .aroun_d
the presidential nomination are even more acute. Al Smith’s throwing his
brown derby into the ring can only add to the confusion in the party em-
blemized by the Jackass. L. .

Democratic party strategy demands the nomination of a man with a
big name, a name of action,~tradition and Yigor, a man with solid golden
linings in his political vest. At the same time, this man must be able to
sprout radical phrases, while resting on a rock-ribbed reactionary founda-
tion. In view of the growing dissatisfaction, the rising discontent, the Demo-
cratic party must come forward with a sham progressive who can keep one
hand in the pockets of Wall Street and the other hand on the pulse of the
masses so that he may prescribe just the right quack remedy at the suitable
moment.

Where is there such a man in the Democratic party? Page Governor
Roosevelt of New York. His record of “progressive” legislation has won
the highest commendation from the “Socialist” Hillguit and the lustiest
approval from finance capital. His militant pretensions of opposition to the
all-too crude and clumsy frauds perpetrated by Tammgmy _Hal! have won
him plenty of liberal admirers. “Radical” enough to suit Hillquit and reac-
tionary enough to suit Wall Street! Could the national Democratic party
find a darker horse in the paddock, a better shepherd for its hopeful and
hungry flock? o

We don’t think so. That’s why we believe that Garner’s girations,
Ritchie’s ramblings, Al Smith’s magic brown derby stunts and Baker’s
liberal blah are only advance noise. The interests behind them are seeking
either to be paid for stepping aside in the case of Baker or Garner, or prop-
erly taken care of in the event of victory as in the case of Ritchie, or a
key position from which to wield sufficient if not paramount influence in the
would-be national administration as in the case of Smith. The component
forces and combined interests now making up the Democratic party so
flushed with hope of victory, express themselves most adequately to the
politically backward masses and most appropriately to Wall Street in the
person of Governor Roosevelt.

Never mind about his movie war with Tammany. Real peace has never
been upset, if now and then slightly disturbed. The New Yogk delegation
is a good force to begin with at the Chicago convention. Al Smith will make
a lot of noise, will peddle his threadbare liberalism on the sidewalks of New
York, then act as the savior of the Democratic party unity and be its real
leader. This is what is most likely going to happen—unless presently un-
foreseen circumstances intervene. .

The workers and robbed farmers have nothing to gain from or look
forward, to in the whole sordid mess of capitalist politics. The “rugged
individualist” Hoover has been chairman of the executive committee of the
national capitalist class for four years and his policies have brought the
American working class the longest bread lines in the vyorld., the biggest
and best” unemployment crisis ever and ragged individualism in every city,
town and hamlet in the land. In the wealthiest State in the world, the
Empire State of New York, with Roosevelt as Gcwe_rnor, the poverty and
suffering of .the masses are no less appalling and persistent. And in Albany
as in Washington the workers don’t stand a ghost of a chance of relief.

What the working class should do is to organize a mass political party
of its own, a genuine Labor party, which will champion its own class inter-
ests in the coming presidential campaign and thereafter. Such a Labor party
would deserve the election support of the Communist Party because, with
all its lack of clarity, its confusion, shortcomings and total inadequacy from
the proletarian revolutionary viewpoint, it would still mark a great forward
step for the American working class, today very backward politically.

For various objective and subjective reasons, the prospects for the
realization of such a national mass Labor party are rather slender today.
Consequently, in the coming presidential elections, the working masses have
but one and only thing to do. And that is to vote the ticket of the Com-
munist Party straight, from top to bottom.
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New Workers School Forum
228 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 8 P. M.
BEN GITLOW

Secretary, Communist Party (Majority Group)
“The Communists and the Crisis”

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 8 P. M.
H. L. LURIE

Director, Buro of Jewish Social Research
“Emergency Unemployment Relief; Success or Failure”

Admission 25¢ Series of Eight $1.00
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Lenin and the Proletarian Struggle

The following resolution on social
legislation was written by Lenin for
the Prague Conference of the Russion
Social-democratic Labor rty in
1912. It was adopted by the confer-

ence.
L O 4

1. That part of the riches, created
by a hired laborer which he receives
in the form of wages, is so insignifi-
cant that it hardly suffices for the
satisfaction of his most vital require-
ments. A proletarian is thus depriv-
ed of every possibility of setting aside
part of his wages as savings against
the possible loss of his capacity to
work as a result of an accident, sick-
ness, old age and also as a result of
unemployment, which is inseparably
connected with the capitalist system
of production. Therefore, workers in-
surance against the contingencies list-
ed above is a reform, dictated by the
whole course of the capitalist devel-

opment.
2. The best form of workers
insurance is governmental insur-

ance, built on the following founda-
tions: (a) it must insure workers
against all forms of loss of their abil-
ity to work (accidents, sickness, old
age), it must insure working women
against loss of wages at time of preg-
nancy and childbirth; compensate wi-
dows and orphans after death of their
wage earner); (b) insurance must
cover all persons working for wages
and their families; (c) all insured
persons must be compensated on the
principle of the return of full wages,
while all costs of insurance must be
borne by the employers and by the
state; (d) the management of all
forms of workers insurance must be
in the hands of single insurance or-
ganizations, built on the territorial
type and on the basis of complete self-
administration of the insured.

3. The bill of the administration on
workers insurance, recently accepted
by the State Duma is contrary to all
the basic demands of a rationally
built insurance system; (a) it con-
siders only insurance against acci-
dents and against sickness; (b) it
embraces only a small part of the
Russian proletariat (one-sixth accord-
ing to the most optimistic calcula-
tions), leaving without insurance fa-
cilities whole regions (Siberia, Cau-
casus) and whole categories of work-
ers, who are particularly in need of
insurance, (agricultural workers, con-
struction, railroad, postal telegraph,
clerical workers, etc.); (c) it sets
pauperous amounts of compensation
(the maximum compensation for ac-
cidents resulting in full disability is
two-thirds of the earnings of the in-
sured, calculated on a basis below the
actual earnings) but at the same time
it puts on the shoulders of the work-
ers most of costs of insurance; it is
planned to insure at the expense of
the workers not only against sickness,
but also against “minor” accidents,
the most frequent kind in industry.
This new order is a decided worsen-
ing, even in comparison with the pres-
ent law, which puts the duty of com-
pensation exclusively upon employ-
ers; (d) it deprives insurance organ-
izations of every semblance of self-
government, leaving them to the mer-
cy of civil service employees, gend-
armes, police (which, aside from a
general supervision, has the right to
basically direct their activities, exert
influence on the personnel, etc.) ; em-
ployers (personnel recruited from the
ranks of emnloyers only, to comprise
the staff of organizations insuring
against accidents, factory type of sick
benefit societies, influence of employ-
ees on insurance organizations per-
mitted by status, etc.).

4. Such a law, which is nothing
more than the grossest mockery of
the most vital interests of the work-
ing class, could be produced now at
a moment of the most furious reac-
tion, in the period of reign of counter-
revolution, as a result of years of ne-
gotiations between the government
and the represcntatives of capital.
The condition necessary for the real-
ization of an insurance reform, which
would actually answer the require-
ments of the proletariat, is the final
overthrow of Tsarism and the con?
quest of conditions nccessary for a
free class struggle of the proletariat.

On the basis of the above points,
the confercnce decides, that: (1) The
most important task before the un-
derground Party organizations, as
well as before the comrades working
in legalized organizations such as
trade unions, clubs, co-operatives, etc.,
is the development of the widest pro-
paganda against the insurance bill
of the Duma, which touches upon the
interests of the Russian proletariat,
but which acts against these inter-
ests in the grossest manner.

(2) The conference emphasizes that
the whole social democratic agitation
in reference to the insurance bill must
be linked up with the situation of the
proletariat in a modern capitalist so-
ciety, with the critique of bourgeois
illusions, spread by the social reform-
ists, and generally with our basic So-
cialistic tasks; on the other hand, the
character of the Duma’s “reform”
must be linked up in our propaganda
with the political moment thru which
we are passing and with our revolu-
tionary-democratic tasks and slogans.

(3) Fully approving the votes of
the Social-democratic fraction of the
Duma against the bill, the conference
calls the attention of the comrades to
the large and valuable material, which
the debates in the Duma on this ques-
tion have given to clear up the atti-
tude of various classes on the matter

qf labor reforms; the conference par-
ticularly calls attention to the un-
qualified enmity of the Octobrist re-

by V. L. Lenin

presentatives of backward capital to
the workers, and to the hypocritical
speeches of the representatives of the
Constitutional Democratic party
(KD) covered up with social reform-
ist phrases about “social peace.” Ac-
tually the KD were against any inde-
pendence of action on the part of the
working class and fought bitterly
against the basic corrections to the
bill, which were introduced by the
Social-democratic fraction of the
Duma.

(4) The conference warns the
workers most emphatically against all
endeavors to limit or to altogether
misunderstand the Social-democratic
propaganda, fitting it to the frame
of only the legally permitted during
the reign of counter-revolution; on
the contrary, the confeience empha-
sizes that the basic moment of this
agitation must be to bring to the
broad masses of the proletariat the
premise, that without a new revolu-

On Question of Social Insurance

tionary upsurge, any betterment of

their conditions of life is impossible. |

That he who strives for an actual
working class reform, must first of
all work and fight for a new victor-
ious revolution.

(5) Should the bill of the Duma
become a law despite the protests of
the class conscious proletariat, the
conference invites the comrades to
utilize those new organizational
forms, which it will bring to life
workers sick benefit fund societies
for the purpose of carrying on in
these organizational nuclei of the most
energetic propaganda of Social-demo-
cratic ideas and thus to turn also this
law, which was conceived for the pur-
pose of further enslavement and sup-
pression of the proletariat, into a
weapon for the development of his
class consciousness, for the strength-
ening of his organizational forces and
of his fight for full political freedom
and for Socialism.

FOR CLOAKMAKERS GENERAL STRIKE

The following program of demands
for the cloakmakers general strike of
1932 has been formulated by the Unit-
ed Progressive League of Local 1 for
introduction into the executive of that
local. The United Progressive League
has also made proposals for the mob-
ilization of the workers for the strug-
gle, including a committee of 500, ex-
ecultve and' membership meetings,
shop chairmen and shop committee
meetings, special organizations com-

mittee, building committees, opcn
forums, leaflets, etec.
* * *

1. Week-work. 2. 40-hour week, 5-
day week. 3. No overtime or Satur-
day work shall be permitted. 4. Limi-
tation of contractors. 5. Time guar-
antee of 36 weeks work a year. 6. A
labor buro under the supervision of
the union. 7. Unemployment insurance
fund, paid by the bosses equal to 3%
of the payroll, and controlled by the
union. 8. Maintenance of the mini-
mum scales according to the agree-
ment. 9. Trial period of no more than
one week. 10. Shops sending out
work must employ a minimum of 14
operators. 11. Repeal of the reor-
ganization clause of the agreement.
12. A minimum fine of $250 in the
first class to be levied on firms oper-
ating under piece-work system; in
the second case, the firm shall lose all
its rights and privileges under the
agreement and the union shall have
the right to deal with it as it sees fit.
In case of piece-work the union shall
have the right to change, partly or
wholly, the set of workers. 13. Manu-
facturers sending out work while the
inside workers have no work shall pay
for the lost time of the workers. 14.
for working overtime illegally or for
working holidays or on Saturday and
Sunday, the firm shall pay a fine
equal to the amount that the workers
earned in the time. -15. When a job-
ber employs cutters, sample-makers
or rents out part of his loft to a con-
tractor, he shall automatically cease
being considered a jobber and be con-
sidered a manufacturer. 16. Cases be-
fore the impartial chairman must be
taken up within 48 hours and, in dis-
charge cases, the worker must be paid
for the lost time. 17. If a firm re-
fuses to carry out an understanding
between the union and the association
or a decision of the impartial chair-
man within 24 hours after the deci-
sion, then the union shall have the
right to act independently and the
firm shall lose all privileges of the
agreement. Such a case shall not
come up again before the impartial
chairman. 18. Back-pay for overtime

or wagecuts should be returned in full
19. Representatives of the union shall
at all times be permitted to go up to

Progressive League Outlines Program

a shop without a representative of
the association. 20. In case the union
is forced to agree to a reorganization
in a shop, it shall be carried thru by
the union by lot among all the work-
ers in the shop. 21. The union shall
have the right at all times to examine
the books of the union. 22. Jobbers
shall be responsible for the mainten-
ance of full conditions and for the lost
wages of the workers and their con-
tractors. 23. The First of May shall
be recognized as a legal holiday and
the workers shall be paid as for the
other legal holidays.

BIG DRESS STRIKE
INNEW YORK

(Continued from Page 1)

22 of the I. L. G. W. U. in a leaflet
saying in part:

“During thc last few months a
group of dressmakers, members of
the International, who called them-
selves ‘left’, were carrying on pro-
paganda to join the so-called Unit-
ed Front Committee and to re-
spond only to the United Front
Strike,

“As members of the Union they
did not participate in any strike
preparation activities. They had
nothing to say when the demands
to the cmployers were discussed.
They had no plans to propose how
best to mobilize the workers for
the coming strike,

“They sang only onc song: join
the United Front Commitice. They
held meetings and open forums
where Grossman and others spoke,
calling on the mcmbers of the 1.
1. G. W. U. to respond only to
the call of the United Front Com-
mittce. But what happened when
the so-called United Front Com-

mittee called its strike?  These
heroes who urged others to strike
only under the United Front Com-
mitice lcadership themsclves re-
mained at work. Grossman, who
was the main spcaker at the open
forum for the United Front, re-
mained at work. Rosenberg,
Herbst,  Silverblatt, Abramovitz
and a number of others, who were
very loud in urging others to strike
with the United Front, all re-
mained at work in their shops and

did not go down on strike.”

Ruthenberg Memorial

SPEAKERS:
BEN G

Secretary Communist Party

Friday Eve., March 4th, 8 P. M.

ITLOW
U. S. A. (Majority Group)

JAY LOVESTONE
Editor “Workers Age”

Secretary

MINNIE LURYE
Youth Section C.P.U.S.A. (Majority Group)

EDWARD WELSH

Negro Organizer-Chairman

Stuyvesant Casino
142 2nd Ave. N. Y. C.

Communist movement in the United States.

Admission 25 cents

Chas. E. Ruthenberg was the outstanding leader and founder of the

He was the first secre-

tary of the Communist Party. He died in Chicago on March 2, 1927.
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CALIBAN IN AFRICA, by Leonard
Barnes. J. P. Lippincott and Com-
pany, New York, 1931,

In spite of its conclusions, this
study of South Africa is worth read-
ing. The solutions offered share the
the old liberal illusions—but the facts
presented’ of the blessings imperial-
ijsm has brought to the natives of
South Africa are valuable,

Any one at all acquainted with the
condition of the American Negro in
the South (and North) will find him-
self on familiar ground. Tho the
analogy cannot be, too sharply drawn,
because of important specific differ-
ences, the spirit and much of the con-
tent of oppression is the same.

Since 1926, a color-bar law has been
in existence of such viciousness that
even Lord Olivier was forced to admit
it a “virtual return to slavery.” More
than five million natives out of a to-
tal population of less than seven mil-
lion have about 127 of the land, and
the worst land at that. Native work-
ers average about $150 a year. The
infant death-rate and the tubercular
death-rate are among the highest in
the world. The last statistics on the
subject about 10 years ago, show that
almost 9/10 of the native children
were illiterate. About 25c¢ per capita
per year is spent for native educa-
tion. Even South Carolina and Geor-
gia can hold their heads up at that.
These are a few typical facts picked
at random illustrating the blessings
of imperialism for the native Sou%h
African.

The Dutch Reformed Church plays
a characteristically vicious role. Its
hypocrisy, intolerance and brutality
are notorious. They had a heresy trial
in Stellenbosch recently which made
Dayton, Tennessee, look like an athe-
ist celebration. The following anec-
dote of the author is worth quoting
in full:

“I once had occasion to take a
Dutch parson, who was also a
member of Parliament, on a noc-
turnal tour of the Cape Town
slums. The Cape Town slums are
among the worst in the world, and
we were witnesses that night of
heartbreaking scenes of squalor,
disease, and abject want. There
were perhaps three European dere-
licts among the several hundred
colored people into whose tene-
ments we had wormed our way. My
parson was visibly moved by what
he saw. At the end, I asked him
what he thought of it all. His re-
ply was: ‘It is terrible. We can-
not possibly allow white men to
live in such conditions.’

. As one native summed it up shrewd-
y:

“When the white man first came
to South Africa he had the Bible
and we had the land. Now we’ve
lgotdthe Bible and he’s got all our
and.”

The picture is so stark and unre-
lieved all along the line.that the won-
der is that a six-year old could en-
tertain the solutions offered, not to
speak of the author who has shown
some intelligence in analysis.

Thet author really has as devastat-
ing a sarcastic style as I have seen
in many a moon. To finish the job,
he should have applied his sarcasm
to his own childishly naive, liberal

solutions.
Jim Cork.

The Communist Opposition
In Switzerland

Schaffhausen, Switzerland.

On December 18, 1931, the question
of the budget came up in the National
Council of the Swiss parliament. All
the bourgeois parties, thru their rep-
resentatives, announced their positive
attitude towards it. The Social-de-
mocracy, thru Arthur Schmid, alsn
adopted a bourgeois attitude towards
the budget, accepting it as such tho
criticizing it in detail. The real op-
position to the budget of the bourgeois
regime was voiced by Bringolf, the
representative of the Communist Op-
position.

Bringolf opened his statement with
an exposure of the class character of
the Swiss government, its open en-
mity to the workers and its open aid
to the capitalists. He analyzed the
military budget of the Swiss republic
as linked up with the shifting of the
burdens of the crisis upon the should-
ers of the workers. The official ex-
penses for the League of Nations were
also challenged and the part the
League has played in world affairs
laid bare.

Bringolf’s remarks evoked consid-
erable sympathy among the workers
of Switzerland.

The Mathematics of God’s
Responsibility
“Ninety-nine percent of the present
circumstances around us have noth-
ing te do with Goq,” the Rev. Dr.
Aldrich told the clergymen of the
greater New York Federation of
Churches. (How does he know about

one percent?)

“We start so many of our prayers
with petitions and we tell God of
many things He already knows. (Nine-
ty-nine percent of what we tell Him?)
There is nothing that wearies me
more than for pious people to tell me
to count my blessings. I thought of
this last Thanksgiving, when we
marched down the aisle thanking God
for health, wealth and prosperity.
That was perfect bunk.”

Tut, tut, Reverend! Isn’t that ra-
ther strong language? And your God
who knows 99% of what you tell Him
and is responsible for only 19 of
what happens, what boredom must be
His! Oh Doctor, what have you done
to our 100% God that knows every-
thing and does nothing or knows
nothing and does everything? We're
going to miss Him terribly!

Lincoln and Hoover
Lincoln and Hoover were compared

in Lincoln Day addresses. The com-
parison is an apt one. Lincoln was
poor; Hoover, a millionaire. Lincoln
steered the country out of a crisis;
Hoover, into one. Lincoln exalted
the right of labor above those of
capital; Hoover offers two billion to
the bankers and condolences to the
workers. Lincoln proclaimed the
freedom of the slaves; Hoover estab-
lished lily-white Republicanism in the
South. Lincoln was shot without de-
serving it; while Hoover . . . but we'd
better stop right there!

L * *

And Full Of Worms

“Hoover Mellowed by Years in Of-
fice”—White House inspired propa-
ganda news headline. Mellowed?
“Overripe,” we should say. “Rotten
ripe and ready to fall.”

* % %

Hoover Is Loosing His Grip

Hoover has made a new all-time
record. During the three years of his
administration he has averaged twen-
ty handshaking conferences a day and
has had a total of 1,132,300 telephone
calls. He is now so busy washing his
hands that he gives notice that they
will no longer be available for shaking
with the thousands ot daily callers.
So the Lions, Oddfellows, Sacred
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, Daugh-
ters of Rebekkah and Sons of B—en-
evolent Associations will have to
shake his hand by marriage. Mrs.
Hooyer will do the greeting. If the
president reaily means this, his use-
fu]ngss is ended and we propose to
abolish the White House and have
mmportant visitors go direct to 23
Wal]‘_Street without stopping first at
Washington to shake hands with the
unknown soldier,

L * L
Jimmy For VICE-President

If the plan goes thru for Jimm
Walker’s becoming vicc~prcside{|t, fo):'
the next four years no onc will know
what the name of the president of the
United States is . . .

* * *

The Rabbis Exterminate Bolshevism

The Central Council of Orthodox
Rabbis of American appcals to Amer-
icans to “exterminate Bolshevism
stem and root.” Thus the bearded
shamans of orthodox Jewry remain
true to their historic function—to
serve as the high priests of that dis-
appecaring caste of moncy-changers,

OUR AIM: 500 NEW SUBSCRIB-
ERS TO THE WORKERS AGE

pawn-brokers, merchants and pedd-
lars, orthodox Jewry. They are with-
ered grasses spitling at a prairie
fire . ..
s » »
Peace Hath Its Victories

The Lcague of Nations continues
to make progress in the Chinese sit-
uation. 1t has again warned China
not to declare war. 1t has appointed
a sccond commission to investigate
the first commission which was sup-
posed to procced to Manchuria but
got lost and when last heard of was
somewhere on Lake Geneva.

Nippon, on the other hand, is re-
sentful at the Leaguc's insinuation
that Japan may make war on China.
The military has rceported that they
“are not considering a formal con-
flict.” Everybody in Geneva, London,
Washington and Paris rests casier
again now that thesce assurances of
Japaw’s pcacctful intentions have been
given.

s o0

“Japan Asks l'owers to Halt Chi-
nese.” New York Times Hcadline.

“Get his face out of my fist, he's
hurting my knuckles,” said the gang-
ster to the cop. Then the cop ar-
rested the guy with the offending
face.

s e

A Foot Note on Disarmament

Admiral Pratt testified to the Sen-
ate that Japan has a more efficient
war machine than the United States
because its army, navy and air force
arc united in one. “But,” says the
frank Admiral Pratt, “with war clouds
rising over the horizon, this is not
time to discard our old and time-
tricd system of national defense.”

* ® -

When Is A War?

Baron Sato has admitted that there
is no war in China. “Wec're just
shooting Chincse for fun,” he says.
“But if the Chinese continuc to re-
sist, that’ll mcan business.”

= - L ]
The Cause Of Unemployment

“In the year, there are only 365 days:
you work only ecight hours a day; there-
fore, there are 16 hours a day in which
you do not work. This amounts to 244
days a year, leaving 121 days. There are
52 Sundays, leaving 69 days, you work
onlv half a day on Saturday, amounting
to 26 days, leaving 43 days. One hour
each day for lunch, making 16 days, leav-
ing 27 days. You take two weeks vaca-
tion, amounting to 14 days, leaving 13
days. There are 12 legal holidays, leav-
ing one day, and you are sick at least one
day out of the year; therefore, you deo met
work at all!”

And then the workers have the nerve
to demand insurance for the unemployed!

* x *

Financial News

Johin D. Rockefcller had a cold last
Sunday and stayved away from church.
God was awfully upset because now
he's a dime short and will have to cut
Gabricl’s wages to make up the ce-
lestial deficit.

—B. D. W.
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