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Massachusetts  Nebraska Progressive Party
_ Onthe Way to St. Paul Meet

Lines Up

BOSTON, May 12.—(Special to Farmer-
Labor Voice.)—Massachusetts has fallen in

line the whole series of states which
are Farmer-Labor Parties in sup-
port June 17th National Convention
at 8t 1

The for a Massachusetts State Con-

vention s issued in the name of a number

of local trade unions and labor fraternal or-

. It is directed to local labor

unions ang central labor councils, farmers’

, workers political parties,

workers’ co-operative associations and fra-

ternal organizations. The basis of represen-

tation is stated to be one delegate for a

membership of less than 200, and two dele-
gates for a membership exceeding 200.

This convention will be held at Franklin
Union Hall, 41 Berkeley St., Boston, and the
opening session will begin at 10 a. m. on
June 1st.

Attached to the call for this convention

nsted Shoe Workers, Local 1,
e WA :

Brewery Workmen, No. 14, Boston.

Workmen's Circle, Branch 715, Brockton.

Wi 's Circle, Branch 718, Roxbury.

A K h, Business Agent, Norwood
Building Council,

James E. O'Malley, National Executive
Board, U. L. W. L. U. of America.

August Osterholm, Secretary, Carpenters’
District Council, Norfolk County.

C ittee on Arrang ts: T. J. Con-

"0y, Chairman, 50 Benefit St.,, Worcester,

dss, “Frank Deluca, Secretary, 148 Court
St., Boston, Mass. t

Rhode Island Labor Part
M;y 25th

Convention on

The State Convention of the Rhode

Operative Association Hall, 1573 Westmin-
St.

Official call for this State Convention is
to “Members of Labor Unions,
ions, and Co-

states that membership card in a labor or-
will be received as sufficient, by
the credentials committee.of the convention.

In this call is embodied the following
language:

“Two years ago a group of workers in
Rhode Island organized the Rhode Island
Labor Party; and later they affiliated with

Farmer- The

Federated

ceeded in grouping together various jinde-
pendent political parties, into a federation.
This is the first real effort that has been
made to unite the worker on the land and
the worker in the factory, into one organi-

;

All readers of Farmer-Labor Voice, who
are members of farmer or labor groups in
Rhode Island district, are urged to bring
their organizations the necessity for
in the matter of this State
Through such co-operation, a
Island

delegation sho
t.bi June 17th National
u

i

OMAHA, Neb.—(Special to Farmer-Labor
Voice.)—“Pll go to jail—or to hell—before
. I'll vote in favor of war, or of the development
of any otheripractices of the capitalists,” was
the opinion voiced by Chairman J. M. Paul, a
farmer, in his kéy-note speech to the May 1st
convention of the Progressive Party of Ne-
bruska. And this sentiment met with vigorous-
applause from the assembled delegates.

It was the regular convention of the recog-
nized farmer-laborite political party, which has
declined to fuse with Governor Charles Bryan's
“progressive” Democrats. And at the same
time, in Omaha, conventions of both the Demo-
crats and Republicans were in session. Des-
perate efforts by the Bryan following of Demo-
crats, to “buy off” the Progressive Party and
its leaders, have signally failed. But Bryan,
with his oldseyle Tammany tactics, has cre

* ated much confusion—and little fusion.

It was thé chief task of the Progressive
Party convention to rid their State ticket of
all potential connection with “fusionists,” and
to make clear the basic economic issues upon
which the movement for a national Farmer-
Labor Party is being built. Therefere, a reso-

Mh anthorized. the State
.

A crats nd.“ t hm"on he ng.‘

ressive Party ballot, “to declare all such nomi-
nations vacant and to fill such vacancies on
the Progressive Party ballot with the names of
such members of the Party as are known to be

favorable to an independent political move
memt of farmers and workers, and who will
abide by the Jaws and principles of the Prog
ressive Party of Nebraska.” A platform was

adopted emboedying the various planks of the
recent St. "aul Farmer Labor conferente, with
additional planks specially applying to condi
tions in the State of Nebraska.

Essentially typical of the highly mechanical
ized capitalist system of agriculture, the dele

- political party.”

file representation.
termination and evident growing class-consci- -

g-tu caravan now being organized “to go to
t. Paul” will consist of the nfbdern “fivver”
in place of the more picturesque and spacious
“covered wagon” that brought Jand hungey
pioneer farmers streamging over the prairies—
“going West.” Meetitig at a convenient cen-
tral point, this latterday caravan of “busted”
agriculturists will trail across the plains, to
help lanneh in 8t. Paul the movement which
is to bring back from the moneysharks’ con-
trol “the hand, for itg users.” Agd there they
will fight to save from capitalisfe desolation

the land which their pioneer forebears sought

out and made to bloom wijth fertility.
Another resolution adopted in this conven-
tion empowered the State Executive Com-
mittee to change the name of the Party, if
pecessary, in conformance with whatever name
may be adopted by the National Convention
in 8t. Paul. And Robert M. LaFollette was
urged to “withdraw from the corrupt repub-
lican Party and head a movement of the farm-
ers and wageworkers, in an independent
|

The delegates were unanimously in a
ment that the time for all hesitation and vacil-
lation in and

exploited farmers andi

speaker was vigorotisly applanded when he
pointed out that this prospective political
party must be superior to the personality of
any individual and must serve specifically - the
interest of the working class, through rank and
The strong spirit of de

ousness displayed by the delegates to this con-
vention indicates the giant strides now being
made by the farmers and wage workers,
throughout the Great West, toward the for
mation of a class Farmer Labor Party of na-
tional scope.

Washington Delegates to
‘ St. Paul Convention

The State of Washington, which is en-
titled to 33 votes in the St. Paul convention
of farmer-labor forces, June 17th, is already
prepared for the sending of 25 delegates to
that gathering. This delegation will be
headed by Willlam Bouck (Sedro-Woolley),
National Chairman, Federated Farmer-Labor
Party, and John John C. Kennedy (Seattle),
State Secretary, Farmier-Labor .Party of
Washington.

Western Progressive Farmers’
Coming State Convention

The State Convention of the Western Pro-
gressive Farmers will be held at Prosser,
Wash., commen on Monday, June 2nd—
one week earlier'than as originally set. This
change in date was made by the Executive
Committee because of the Farmer-Labor
National Convention in St. Paul on June 17,
at whimh many of the W. P. F. delegates
will doubtless be in attendance.

“

being made so that delegates can “cam

out” and have their food cooked on th ..

camp grounds..

AN IDAHO JUDGE
EES THE LIGHT

“

The “Criminal Syndicalism” statute re-
ceived a severe jolt in Idaho, through the re-
cent decision by District Judge B. 8. Varian
when dismissing the case of C. W. Hammond,
a union (I. W. W.) organiger.

Charges against Hammond were based on
his activities as a member of that labor or-
ganization, and Judge Varian upheld the de-
fense contention that such membership does
not constitute a violation of law.

Labor attorneys and other legal authorities
are of opinion that this Idaho decision is
significant, and symptomatic of a more favor-
able trend in public opinion. And it will be
interesting to note what effect the decision will
have on other “Criminal Syndicalism” cases
now pending in California. and other states.
Nine new convictions, under this'statute, have
just been reported from California, and the
cases will be appealed. The appeal in the case
of Ruthenberg, Workers’ Party secretary, is
noted for decision in coming June term of
Michigan SBupreme rt. This case, result-
ing from the 1922 raid on Communist Party
convention—involving W. Z. Foster, C. E.
Ruthenberg and many other members of the

resent Workers Party—was based principally
upon the charge f membership in the old Com-
munist Party. The Foster case—which was

the first one on trial—resulted in a “ffty-ffty”
For the Prosser meeting, preparations a1 ment ¢ disagreement.

Trial or dismissal of the

al acticigany.
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“OKLAHOMA LEADER”
WINS NOT ABLE DEFEAT

By JOSEPH MANLEY

OKLAHO! CITY, Okla. — (Special to
Farmer-Labor Voice.) —Oklahoma, the scene
of y interesting political all
of them reflecting the disintegration of Ameri-
can Capitalism and its two old political par-
ties, has just witnessed another attempt of the
workers and exploited farmers to organize a
party of their own.

“Leader”_ ' Mis-Leads.
This attempt was largely frustyated by the
maneuverd of a middleclass group of lib-
, professional office k and ex-
Socialists, ail of them under the influenge
and direction of the “Oklahoma Leader,”
a newspaper financed by the nickels and
dimes of the workers and farmers. It is
supposedly co-operatively owned, but in
reality because the property of a few self-
seeking individuals who have made out of
it an institution that u::wunun or‘:d -.bet;
capitalism, ven e ‘workers an
lamulhv:’hl::chlunndch-lfumer-
Labor Party, and substituting their own pet
monstrosity in the shape of a party
only the name’ Farmer-Labor, with a
Third Party platform and a non-partisan

! OWd Factionalism.,, .

In the period before the war Oklahoma
had its two old parties, Democratic and Re-
publican, functioning much the same as in
other states. The war and the consequent,
boom in agriculture, horse-raising and oil
production brought about the conditions that-
gave rise to such political phenomena as-the
Non-Partisan League, later the Farmer-
Labor Reconstruction League, and still later
the Ku Kiux Klan. = The Democratic Party
has been the dominant party, and with all of
the foregoing organizations successively
functioning within it; it is now lessly

split into several factions. The old er- -

Labor Party that existed prior to the Chicago
July 3rd Convention of 1923, had no ‘organi-
zation here. But
J. E. Spurr, tried as the“Oklahoma
in perlozb( its Secretary,

aving a trace of organi-

and making no effort to get one.
; Progréss Delaye

The Farmer-Labor Rccon'l::l'xctmn League

. met in March last at El Reno, and in line

with #ts non-partisan polity endorsed a full
State ticket, all of them parts of factions in the
Democratic Party, ‘Many in this convention
desired a class Farmer-Labor Party in line
with the real needs of the farmess and indus-
workers of the state. Consequently a
number of middle class liberals, together
with the-farmers and workers, héaded by
and due to the ings of J. E. Snyder
(known td our readers as a contributor to
Farmer-Labor Voice), met in a conference
following the El Reno meeting and issued a
call for a class Farmer-Labor Party conven-
tion that would support the June 17th con-
vention at St. Paul,
Just prior to this convention at Oklahoma

'\ City on May 9-10, it ‘was apparent that the.

liberals had swung over to the inflnence of
the “Oklahoma Leader” and its edjtors, Dan
Hogan and Ernest Chamberlain, who by
their actions were quite appdrently opposed
to the St. Paul convention and to a class
Farmer-Labor Party, and anxious to side-
track the Oklahoma City convention to
“Cleveland and the C. P. P. A.
¥ Bteam-Roller Functions.

The cunvention opened up on the morning
of May 9, with about sixty-five delegates
present, in the auditorium of the Baptist
Church, the pastor of which pronounced the
benediction. J. W. Houchin and Ernest
Chamberlain were the temporary chairman
and secretary, respectively. ' Houchin ap-
pointed a credentials committee and the
morning session was consumed in listening
to apologies of the middle-class Houchin for

ce of the Mayor—whe had
to deliver the address of “waj-

" come.” The delegates were wearied by long

speeches, such as that delivered by George
Wilson, a former Democrat, who, it after-
wardg turned out, was the chief engideer on
the Oklahoma * steam-roller that

nal connuitteeman,

“rath, : {

FARMER-LABOR VOICE

Delegate Snyder Barred Out.

At the beginning of the afternoon session
the credentials committee made its report in
favor of seating all with the single
exception of J. E. Snyder. And the reason
given for omitting him was that he was not a
citizen of Oklahoma. In the course of the
fight that developed on this' issue, other
delegates proved that Snyder was just as
muth a citizen as they were. Finally it be-
came apparent that the real reason why
Snyder was not seated was that he was a
member of the Workers Party, also on ardent
supporter of the St. Paul convention and of
a class Farmer-Labor Party., Chairman
Houchin railroaded the question back to the
credentials committee, by refusing to enter-
tain a motion: “That Snyder be seated.”

¢ | A Wonderful “Policy”.

Dan ilogan was elected permanent chair-
man, and Ernest Chamberlain, permanent
secretary. Various committees were ap-
pointed—among them one “on policy,”
which d most del to wonder.
Little of interest took place until the night
session, at which the report of the “policy
committee” was by its chairman, Cham-
beriain—who is editor of the Oklahoma
“Leader.”

The report contained a clause which read
to aMow “the endorsement of other party
candidates wherever it would be a benefit.”

No sooner bad the report been read than
an attempt was made to adppt it without any
discussion. This was blokked by Delegate

Cobb h?lstlng upon taking the floor and’

pointing’ out the sinister effect of this kind
of policy—which was identical with that of
the vaffous norfpartisan organizations
in the state.

Secretary Chamberlain attempted to'come
\to the rescue of his measure by stating what
he called “the need for a ﬂ&x.lble policy.”
Throughout the.rest of the session (which
lasted until midnight), much turmoil Prevailed
—until finally the motion made by Delegate
Cobh was adopted, for postponement of
action “uatil the next morming session.”

: Manley Gains Floor,

At the opening of the next morning ses-
sion Delegate Jones, of Tulsa, moved “That
finasmuch as Joseph Manley, Secretary of the
Federated Farmer-Labor Party, is present,
that he be seated as a fraternal delegate.”

This motion called forth the most bitter
oppositign. from the entire “Leader” bunch
and its reinforcement in the person of J. E.
Spurr, who had been brought in through the
night to tell about the “terrible communists.”
; Chamberiain, Houchin and Spurr all tried
to scare the farmer delegates by telling them
that Manley was a “communist leader,” who
would do dire things to them. 'Eventually a
vote was taken and I was seated as a fra-
ternal delegate, by the narrow margin of
31 to 30—as miscgfinted by Chamberlain.

After some confusion, by an‘overwhelm-
[ng vote I was given the floor to make a
speech.~dn the course of which, I pointed out
the necessity for a real organization, not
based upon any individual, and with a gen-
uine program of class issues and a class
Farmer-Labor Party. I appealed to the dele-
gates to support the St. Paul convention and
to elect to attend it a large delegation.

Rank and File Response.

At the conclusion of my speech, and much

to the chagrin of the “Leader” bunch—

whose agent (Hogan) called time on me— ,

I was accorded a rising vote of thanks. I
record this incident because it shows that the
rank and file will respond to their real class
Interests and would follow them, if not for
the interference and false leadership of the
fmany-hued agents of capitalism.

The control of the “Leader” bunch
being visibly shaken, they then, headed by
Chamberlain, hastened to unload a malicious
attack upon all things communistic, in an’
attempt to wilfully confuse the minds of the
delegates.  Our old friend, the “New Major-
ity” (oflicial organ of the old Farmer-Labor
Party) was brought to the rescue. Finally a
vote was taken ‘and the chajrman.declared
that the policy of endorsement of old party
candidates was_adopted, but without grant-
ing a coynt of the vote.

This"was the cause of a lot of delegates
leaving the hall in disgust soon afterwards.
What was left of the convention settled down
to the listless passing of a typical meaning-
fess middle-class reform program—which
Chairman Hogan said was in line with the
platform of LaFollette,
of LaFollette -!og Presiden

-
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Good Effects Evident.
Although a class Farmer-]
not organized, and the idea was
the “Leader” crowd, great good has
accomplished by this convention.
middleclass elements that stole the leader-
ship from the workers and | farmers
who had sought to build up the convention,
have been thoroughly discredited.
“Oklahoma Leader” has
shown up in its true er, as the divider
of the masses for the t of the capital-
ists and their own political
convention, even against the opposition of
the “Leader” bunch, endorsed the St. Paul
convention, and went on record to send dele-
gates from 77 counties.

This convention fight was featured on the
front page of all the Oklahoma daily news-
papers, and the idea of a ¢ Farmer-Labor
Party has gained many new ers. :

" Oklahoma Advances.

If the ¢ ists are the gr
pions in Oklahoma of a class Farmer-]
Party, it is due to their uni of the
economic co;d,m‘mmomm give bln.hm.eh
a political to .the stu
such self-appointed “saviours” of the work:
ers and exploited fermers, and “experts
political expediency,” as the *“Oklahoma
Leader.” The movement for a class Farmer-
Labor Party in Oklahoma goes right along.

- When Thieves Fall Out

NEW YORK.—Lawyers and capitalist news-
papers got the worst of it in a mutish mud-
slinging contest before a New York Bat Ass’n.

2

<

meeting. President Henry W. Taft >
newspapers with blocking justice, -4
with unethical ' lawyers, ng }

tions of innocent people by false and
tional stories, and sabotaging legal
A CLUBBING RATE!

By an arrangement with The Wm; $
ern Progressive Farmer, we are now [

enabled to offer our readers a year's
subseription to Farmer-Labor Voice and H
a year's subscription to the former §
named publication, at $1.50 for the two [

regular rate for each §

newsp. The

Federated Farmer-Labor Party,
800 N. Clark-St.,
Chicago, 1.
JOSEPH MANLEY, National Secretary:

Enclosed 04 $.....oiniy 108 which you will
.mmuxgvuammwunvn-.
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California Still

Quarantined
For Foot-and-Mouth' Disease

e e e M

FARMER-LABOR VOICE £

STATES BAR OUT
, CALIFORNIA FRUIT
- ® roar—::d Press)

SACRAM ~—“By God, 'm governor
—I'm going to run this state,” is Friend

1
Y AL 7]

Bernardino, San Frascisco,
and’ Stanislaus.

R

By invitation of Governor Richardson, of Califor-
nia, the adjoining states will send representatives
to a conference in Sacramento. for studying eondi-
with a view to ascertaining all facts concern-
ing foot-and-mouth disease in California. Invitations
to this conference have been accepted by the states
of Arizona, Nevada, New Mexico and Oregon.

An intensive rampalgn was inaugurat
against coyotes and Jats, particularly in Cont
Costa County, to prevent the spread of infection by
means of these animals. And many dead coyotes
and bobcats were the result—also many stray dogs
and d cats addicted to ¢ try strolls.
But—cheerfully states the Agricultural Department
~"“This reduced the liability of their carrying infec-
tion from ome ranch to another.”

Low Price For Wheat Due to
Loss of Foreign Markets

Reports from the West are that this year's crop
wheat in Kansas and adjacent states will be one
on record, though the prospect of
higher is not included in the forecast. The
foreign market for American cereals of all varieties
domestic prices are lower
than at the same season of 1923,

cereals have declined.
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Richardson’s to the pleas that he call
a special session of the legislature to help
fight the hoof and mouth epidemic. “I don’t
intend to call a legislature that is hostile to
me.” Arizona and Oregon forbid anyone to
cross the state line fro mor to California
without safeguards. Nature and the adjoin-
ing states are aiding powerfully in making
the I. W. W. boycott of California products
100 per cent effective,

o &'

OLYMPIA, Wash.—California fruit and
vegetables are excluded from the state of
Washington less accompanied by certifi-
cates that they have been fumigated. This
is a precaution agaipst the spread of hoof
and mouth disease which is epidemic in Cali-
fornia and whith can be spread by dust
clinging to food or clothing.

Washington is taking this precaution as a
health measure and not out of sympathy
with the I. W. W, boycott on California prod-
ucts. Washington has almost a dozen class
war prisoners in her jails. The L. W. W,
boycott is intended to call attention to the
persecution by California of workers who are
imprisoned from one to fourteen years be-
cause of membership in that labor organi-
zation. '

4

“NOTHING TOO GOO
FOR OUR BOYS”

(By Federated Press)

PALO ALTO, Calif.—The vetegans' bu-
reau is investigating charges that decayed
eggs and cast off scrapings of ice cream are
fed disabled soldiers in the base hospitals
here and at Sawtelle.

Page Mr. Johnson!

-

Where now is the great “Redeemer of
California?”

The States of Arizona, Idaho, Nevada,
Utah,  Oregon and Washington—in all of
which States the foot-and-mouth disease
quarantine hag from the start been strictly
enforced, are now considering ways and
means for placing a still more drastic em-
bargo on California products.

Governor Pierce, of Oregon, complains
that infection from California has cost the
lives of 20,000 Oregon fine dairy cattle, and
that the menace of such infection is seri-
ously interfering with business generally in
the big cities of the State. The dealers are
arranging for ship ts of fruit and vege-
tables from Florida, Texas, Colorado and
other sections, in place of the California
merchandise.

In California itself, business is paralyzed.
le_g City of Los Angeles—Mecca of the
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tourist—now stops all in-coming cars
and turns them back, with ten gallons of free
gasoline and $2.50 in cash to speed them
away. This foot-and-mouth disease epidemic
is costing the State a million dollars a day.

And “California, the Beautiful”—is now a
Leper-land of Isolation!

BE A STAFF CORRESPONDENT.

It is the desire of Farmer-Labor Voice
to speak directly from the hearts of the |
farmers m‘l‘:bd lnw % wohv.klon. in their
own age rom their own point
of view. And to aid this purpose, we
are asking our readers everywhere to
send in news items with reference to
the Farmer-Labor movement in their
immediate vicihity—about the

of farmer-labor sentiment for unity of
action, and as to organization ngs
held or in

o v
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DAKOTA FEDERATION

By H. R. MARTINSON.

BISMARK, N. Dak.—(Npecial to Farmer-
Labor Voice.)-~The 13th Amual Convention
of the North Dakota Federation of Labor,
which was held here on May 4th to 6th, fol-
lowed in the footsteps of the Non Partisam

League convention in declining to take a defi- -

nite stand on the question of'a break with the
old political parties. A ution endorsing
the June 17th convention in St. Paul, was
tabled on motion of one of the North Dakota
“labor leuders.”
ers and farmers of North Dakota are ready
for a Farmer Labor Party, and they will not

be frightened by the “red” begey, which
wax duly raised here in conpection with
the Farmer Labor movement—this time by

Stephen Fly, a fraternal delegate from Mon-
tana. If the State leaders decline to progress
as fast as the rank and file, they will soon
be set aside, that the progress may not be
impeded.  And the fact that the resolution of
endorsement was tabled does nof at all imply
that the North Dakota Federation, or even a
majority of the delegates, were opposed to the
June 17th convention. The motion to table
was made to stop further dtu-umlon on the
subject, because of a fear that such discussion
would “show up” those who venture to

- CONVENTION OF THENORTH

t

But the rank and file ‘urk-'

the formation of a Btate Farmer-Labor Party’

at this time. And it accomplished that pur-
pose—but nothing more. The action will have
no effect upon the number of delegates who
yill be sent from North Dakota to the St.
Paul convention, nor will lit affect the morale
of those delegates. The “red” bogey is dead
in North Dakota—killed through over-work,
and beyond resurrection.
. C 1o ALL: >

Mugh work of real value to the labor move-
ment was done in this convention. A resolu-
tion was adopted calling upon union labor
and its friends, throughout the country, to use
flour made by the State Milk at Grand Forks.
This flour, ‘and the other mill products, will
soon be selling under the union label of or-
ganized labor. And this is a real step toward
brining closer together the farmers and the
industrial worker. An educational campaign
was recommended by the convention to coun

teract the bad efféct of propaganda ma'ter sent.

out by Kiwanis clubs and Chambers of Com-
merce.  And John Jacobkon, of the United
Mine Workers—a  real - progressive — was
elected as president of the North Dakota Fed-
eration for the coming year.

It is generally agreed that the resolution
calling for endorsement of the June ¥Tth con
vention contained the only hope of the farmers
and industrial workers, to gain anything for
themselves through political action. And
that there is at least a partial solution of the
farmer’s economic problem in the resolution
asking organized labor to buy products manu-
factured by union labor, in a mill built at the
demand of organized farmers and supplied by
them with the necessary farm products.

Quite roticeable was the relief of the dele-
gates—after Ely #nd his “red” tirade bad sub-
sided—as they listened to the sane, construc-
tive address of J. C. Pratt, representing the
Minnesota Federation 6f Labor. e evidently
had no fear that “the reds” would destro§ the
Farmer-Labor movement, or organized labor
in this country. And he just as evidently
convinced the delegates that now is the r-
tune time to unite all progressive labor forces
of the country, in a class Farmer-Labor Party.

PENNSYLVANIA UNIONS
ENDORSE }UNE I’TH

BETHLEHEM, Pa.
Labor Voice).—In a
representatives of t
ers’ and Decorat.

unions in the eastern
e, the dele;u;- went om
Jthe June 17t

conven-
convention, in St. Paul, will
t the fast developing move-
the working class for
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* . MayDay

Another Labor May Day has come and

And, throughout the day, in New

‘ork City—that reputed headquarters of

“foreign Bolsheviks” and “American reds”—

the Central Park flowers blommed in peace-
quietude.

Nc “red plots” were “discovered,” and ne

bombs were exploded. The chief 'sleuth of
the American Department of Justice had

£

other ﬂilp that day to occupy his “defec-

And he has now passed into

lhx with this most tranquil May
Mdlhhﬂefmnecticoﬂchlweer.

But the New York City police force pa-

trolled the slums—while hair-trigger gun-

men of many private detective agencies

the mansions of Mr. Morgan and
fellow billionaires. .
Meanwhile, Labor's May Day of this year
was celebrated, throughout the country, vlth.
enthusiastic demonstrations of the work
solidarity, and with mair educatio]
day and e fue-

handwriting on the nu ble to the
of the , though the master class
‘8o Ahet workers rejoice in

At
, masters who hayve
the industrial system which
:I
fruits: and who lhll say what

and
fish greed has b
Mﬁl .

!EE igi‘
A !¥§§‘i

% now mﬂ
among themselves, for the shdttered
May Day, its

'THE POLITICAL

| “COLOR SCHEME”

“Pete” Norbeck, one of South Dakota’s orna-
mentations in the United States SBenate, is
plllh( a little chameleon stunt of his own,

D-rhg the war hysterid, this pohumf faker
attained to the office of governor of South

" Dakota, because of his reactionary stand

the organized farmers who demanded
the t provide a free market
for their products. At that time be could see
uly “pro-Germarism” and “Belshevism” in
such proposals. And by the Bofith Dakota
usurers he was promoted to the United States
BSenate—as a “safe and sane” henchman of
the bankers, the railroads and the Standard
Oil Trust.
But with the defeat of the Burtness Nor-

ath i

‘beck “Fifty Million Dollar Farm-Loan -Bill”

~—which would have helped the bankers a
whole lot and the fariers not at all—he began
10 see the hand-writing on the wall.” And he
now tells the United States Senate—in the
very language of the Non Partisan League:
“The farmer must buy in a controlled market
and sell in a competitive one; and then you
téll him fo solve all his own troubles by or-
g co-operative stores—when what he

wants h a day's wage by which he can live.”
Thus tor Norbeck attempts to change
his polhka- complexion from a dull yellow-
drab to a sufficiently delusive but not danger-
.ously “radical” red tinge—becoming in effect
a pllk toed political dnneleon, and noihing

Al the Farmer-Labor mon-ment grows and /

FARMER-LABOR VOICE

A Mellon-choly Retrospection

The Mellon tax-plan has been killed.in the
United States Senate—and the Democrats’
are vociferously jubilant, The Republicans
should be equally joyous, though less demon-
strative—for this is dou ang opening
measure of the Democratic swan-song.

The Mellon plan sought to reduce the
higher surtaxes of the very rich, from the
present rate of 50 per cent to 25 per cent—
and to load additional taxes uponsthe worker
and the small business man. - While the
Simmons plan—sponsored by the Demo-
crats, and adopted by the Senate—calls for
a tax of 40 per cent on incomes of half a
million dollars and upward.

The special interests behind the defunct
Mellon plan died hard. But after having
been twice repudiated in the House—first,
by adoption of the Garner plan and then by
adoption of the Longworth substitute—the
Senate has now rejected it, along with the
other two. The Garner plan was for 44 per
cent on incomes of $94,000 and upward; and
the Longworth substitute proposed little
change in that plah.

Behind the Mellon plan weré lined up spe-
cial interests controlling the most powerful
propaganda machine ever formed in Amer-
ica, representing organized wealth and
every predatory force now existent. Through
the operation of that machine, these inter-
ests received from the last Congress a reduc-
tion in taxation to the amount of more than
half a billion dollars—while the small tax
payer received practically nothing l&lhe way -
of reduction.

When the Mellon plan was first proposed
there was a great hullabalioo from the
Republican reactionary and special interest
press and other instruments m‘lnd‘.
to the effect that the national istration
through .its Republican Congress was going
to” give the country substantial tax reduc-

tions: But when this plan was yzed, it
was found that the u&"ﬂ s would
few. Yet the opera-

ugply only to the priy
n of its propaganda machine n so
effective that even now a good many of the
people who were thus deceived do not know
what the Mellon plan really was.

A jpart of this progaganda was aimed to
make it appear that by defeating the Mellon
plan; opponents would defeat the issue of tax
reduction—and thus were deceived many
thousands of tax payers whom the plan
would not benefit. This alleged plan for
tax reduction was intended to be made
an effective campaign slogan for the Repub-
lican Party. And out of its subsequent defeat
will arise such a slogan for the Democratic
Party. The interesisf of the small tax payer

not have been advanced by adoption
of the Mellon plan; nor will those interests
be_ materjadly affected by iu now heralded
defeat.

With us, government has come to be a
trade and is managed solely on commercial
principles. A man plunges into politics to
make his fortune and only cares that the world
should last his day.—Emerson, writing in
1R35,

Government is always stupid, slow, waste-
ful, corrupt. With its essential limitations it
is qualified to be merely a watch-dog; we are
lucky if it is an honest one.—Herbert Spencer.

Government at best is a necessary evil: at
its worst, an intolerable one.—Thomas Paine,

We wonder if Congress would consider a
petition, endorsed with' a couple of million
voters’ signatures, asking that the Post-Office
Department change its “Let’s Go to Training
Camp” slogan into “Let’s Go to St. Paul?”

The Karmer-Labor Party goes on gathering
strength every day, despite opposition by
politicians in high places—elécted by farmer-
and labor votes. .And as this new political

/party gains in strength—watch these hypo-

crites scramble onto its band-wagon!

the signs its strength become daily more Y

apparent,” “(nr-eu friend” fakers The FarmerLabor Party is not seeking
t!l-bh dtlurltcly in their ny new laws. Mainly it is seeking to
e ww""""" nﬂ polltlull « privileged class laws into common
P‘-“M ﬂ-'l'“m“ Wss laws. And eventually to reduce the
M'\ﬂ 5 the system—and' - j1 number of laws to a single one:_ To the work-

£ .n-h —‘.I',IMPM“C‘“M‘OI‘L .
\ mn » { Lalue ..

. ey N ..
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Governmental “Taxi-Cabbage”

If one would like to know the source of
those taxes which are now worrying the
wealthy, and which the astute Mr. Mellon
songht to load upon the shoulders of the work-
ers and small business men, here is a little
“inside information.” And probably a “Con-
gressional investigation” conducted by Senator
Walsh, or some other political aspirant for
public favor, would prove that this statement
of facts and figures is approximately correct
—even though it comes from such a dubious
authority as the Bankers’ Trust Company :

According to Vice President Kent, there are
2,700,000 employes on the pay-roll of the
Federal and local governments in the United
States; and there are 700,000 former em-

ployes of government now drawing pensions.

;Making a total of 3,400,000 people who are
paid good, better or best wages for doing not
much of anything worthy of payment. Then
there are about 42,000,000 citizens (including
children) in the United States, who are “gain-
fully employed” (which is the U. 8. Census
Bll‘nmn- euphemistic expression for wage-
ve)

The result of which, demonstrated mathema-
tically, indicates that every group of twelve
citizens lucky enough to- have a paid “job” or
“situation” of some sort is supporting one
government employe. “The cash som
sented equals @ charge of nearly $100
“each person over ten pears of age e-ppl in
a gainful occupation”—protests this bengvo-
lent banker. And be goes on to say:

“Employes of the government are not pro-
ducers, but they are consumers; and
enter into mreuﬂon with the reg-hr citizen-
lhlp for their food, clothing and other require-

; and they use the proceeds of the taxes
paid by such cmnn-. to increase the cost of
living to those who pay the taxes.”

The present widespread unemployment sit-
uation, and others like it in the past, seem to
have interfered very little—if at all—with
the “public service” industry. But the Tea-
pot Dome exposure did assist a trifle, in this
direction. It lost the “patrioti¢” Mr. Daugh-
erty his government job (or should it be “’ob-
bery”?) It also lost a government job for
that denizen of the depths, Mr. Denby. And,
ascending to a more highly moral plase, we
find some comfort in a recent statefent of
Internal Revenue Collector Blair—that he had
to dismiss 796 political appointees, upon ex-
posure of their graft in office,” These little
fish of the political game, it seems, must be
penalized much more extensively than the
whalesize political grafters—when they are
80 carcless as to pe,h themselves to be
“caught with the goods” Collector Blair does

not state how many such “appointees”
Ol Jobe, Desoe o i v

able to retain
ability to lYOid’lIcl an embarrassing expo-
sure.

v
ARE WE BETTER THAN STAR-FISH

The person who can keep his eyes fixed un-
waveringly on the mechanical achievements of
the age must get a dazzling sensation of speed
in the progress of human affairs. Discoveries
beget discoveries—and civilization, learning
from its ‘own inventions, progresses geometri-
cally toward an almost discernible perfection;
or, more alluring yet, toward an infinity of
thrilling new horizons.

To the person capable of this miracle of con-
centration, the world . . . must offer an ex-
cmng nppe.nm His eyes are on the future,
... And he is justified in his enthusiasm; for
in nrience, if in no other field of thomt or
action, the world does move. The Yuestion
is, can our wits be turned to other problems?
Or have the shaping of iron and the deli-
cate juggling with electrons and air waves, the
patient fishing for bacilli, unfitted us for other
sorts of work? Has our knowledge of the re-
lations of matter made us unable to deal with

pmchlluollyuhmmvlth
glasses. Intelligence was ee-o-ly consid-
ered indecent. Bqntwly. !hlJllhl thl,
refigion and custom . . .
From pulpit and press we hvu Wi
thursts and scorn for the

are to find our way out of
human unhappiness and tension and misunder-

s we must watch the people who are
trying pﬁs—j\'loldbs .
\ s 2
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Reports from St. Paul indicate a
wide interest on the part of the farm
“industrial workers of this country, in
June 17th Farmer-Labor Party conven
Unquestionably several th d del

w. gather in that convention, re
at least a million organized wor
o hr-ea And ‘what is more im)
now, is the fact that already

n- / And in California, a State convention will
and” be held on May 31st-June 1st, for the pur-
pose of organizing a State Farmer-Labor
Party and sending delegates to St. Paul on
June 17th.

N Other Parties Forming

While the movement for State organiza-
tions has taken definite form in the States
mentioned, there are many others in
which the work of forming State organiza-
tions has not yet advanced to this stage byt
in which efforts are under way to
such organizations. This is the case in M/
souri, lowa, Oregon and Wisconsin. The
fact that there is such a movement develop-
ing in the State of Wisconsin—the home of
LaFollette Republican progressivism — is
most significant. Evidently the workers and
farmers of Wisconsin are not satisfied with
the brand of political action they are getting
from the LaFollette Republican Party in that
State, and are ready for the formation of a
Farmér-Labor Party to fight their political
battles.

In the State of Colorado, the Farmer-
Labor Party, formerly afiliated with the
Farmer-Labor Party of Fitzpatrick and
Brown, has broken away from that organi-
zation and pledged itself to send delegates
to the St. Paul convention. .

A similar movement exists within the
Farmer-Labor Party of Indiana, which is
still functioning as a part of the old Farmer-
Labor Party.

* In West-Virginia, there is a strong group

. alled in the State Farmer-Labor Party which is
The St. Paul convention was fn the urging affiliation with the St. Paul group of

name of six already existing State Farmer-g .\ “n_000) Farmer-Labor Party.
Parties. These are the Farmer-Labor Per o of Oryolsiivation

in Minnesota, North
The fact that in some twenty States there
! are Farmer-Labor Parties alreagy in exist-
ence or in the process of building, indicates
the wide sweep of the movement for inde-
pendent political” action and gives promise
of a permanent crystalization of the Farmer-
Labor movement into a closely knit, well-
organized Farmer-Labor Party.
It is not sufficient that there should be in
the St. Paul convention a loose coalition of
alkkinds of groups which are opposed to the
old political parties. What is n. in the
United States today is a political y repre-
senting the class interests of the farmers
and industrial workers, which will*not only
fight their battles in the election campaign
but will function all the year 'round as a
political organization carrying on a contin-
’ uous struggle in the interests of the ex-
ploited farmers and the industrial workers.

The State organizations already built and
those in the process of construction give
promise of the formation of such a political
party at the St. Paul convention. Such a
closely-knit, fighting organization of the
farmers and industrial'workers will be a not-
able achievement for the American Labor
Movement.

The June Convention
By Al.l‘:lb Kxvrsox

As the time approaches for the meeting of
the Farmer-Labor Convention at St. Paul,

nt, right
e work of
solid ornnlmxonz structure for
ional ‘organization /which will be
result of the St. Paul conven-

from an agita-
; but unless this conven-
by State and local organ-
the whole country, it
able to accomplish a great deal
the fight of the workers and
. The effect of such a
m followed by concrete or-
work, would soon disappear.
significance of the June 17th con-

paigns and have polled
-Labor

:
»
:
:

organizations—
all of which are pledged to the §t. Paul
. convention.
In Massachusetts, the call for a‘State con-
vention is being issued by a group of local
| trade unions, and an organization will be .
| ‘created during the latter part of the month
of May which will be pledged to the June 17
convention.
In New York State, the Buffalo Labor
Party and the Federated Farmer-Labor Par-

ty of New York City have joined hands t0 more and more apparent is the opposition of
call a State convention at Schenectady on (hose false leaders who fear the organization
May 18th, at which an organization will be iy this country of a great mass politica! party

of farmers and industrial workers. A few
so-called “progressive” leaders who pretend to
be for the farmer-labor movement are now ad-
vising against what they call the “premature”

to the St. Paul convention. ; launching of a national Farmer Labor Party.
In Michigan a movement is on foot at De- Farmers for Action NOW!

troit, for the formation of the first unit of 8o far as the farmers in the Northwest are

Wwhat will be the State Farmer-Labor Party cqpcerned, all talk of such a movement being
Michigan. premature is considered as “the bunk.”
In Illinois, a large group of progressive Almost to a man, they are for such a “new

der’ ” and they want it NOW. They are fully
¢f inced that the old political parties neither
M nor will give them justice.
Most of the farmers will say that things are

on May 18th, to afliliate with the St.
convention on June 17th.
+ In Oklahoma, the call issued for a conven- /

May 9th and 10th spec moving 100 slow for them, rather than too fast.

the State y there formed to sup- Thousands of them are becoming very impa-
of the June 17th convention. tient with various parties and organizations,
of some 75 individuals because they have failed to “deliver the goods.”

Farmer-Labor movement, And ts from other sections of the coun-

State convention to be held try show that the farmer in the Northwest is

May 17th, to organize a State not the only ans who is now in dite need of

of the St. Paul convention. real nlgé e farmers of Oregon, California,

» 5 . ,..‘;L
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J remember it

Come to St. Paul!

By Avexasver Howar

The most important convention ever held fu
this conntry, and the one in which the work-
ers have the greatest opportunity to mobilize
their strength and to demonstrate their poten-
tial power, will meet in the City of 8t, Paul,
Minn., on June 17th.

I Working Class Gathering.

This convention will be composed of men
and women truly representing all that is real
in the great movement of farmers and work-
ers for the formation of a national Farmer-
Labor Party. It will be an expression of the
masses of the people who are dissatisfied with
the two old political parties and whose eyes
have been opened by a long succession of poli-
tical and economic events crowned by the re-
cent most terrific exposure of crooked work
the highest governmental officials in both the
Republican and the Democratic parties. This
recent exposure has aroused the working class
as never before. Now more than ever before
it is understood that there cgn be no help for
the toilers who produce the nation’s wealth, so
long as the great financial interests own and
control the political parties of the country.
And it is now well understood that the great
financial interests do control.both of the pres-
ent dominant political parties. .
A Call for Unity.

v

]

I believe that we should unite, in this comes .

ing convention at St. Paul, all the forces of
the Farmer Labor movement. Let us no longer
be slaves to the scheming politicians who reps
resent the enemies of our class. The conven-
tion of farmers and industrial workers on
June 17th is the golden opportunity for the
workers in the cities and the toilers on
farms to assert themselves independently
the class which exploits.them.

Years of experience have clearly shown that
the two old political parties, alternating in
power but serving the same master class, are
the force which is keeping the working class
in endless poverty and misery. Under their
rule, we are denied our rights as American
citizens. There is no justice for the poor, in
the present social system. The courts are used
against the workers and in the interest of the
employifig class. The power of the goverp-
ment has always been on the side of the rich
and against the poor. And it will continue so
to be, as long as the employing class sits secure
in political power.

A Beacon Light,

The great Farmer-Labor Party, uniting all
the progressiye thinking elements of the farm-
erlabor movement now existing in this coun-
try—the political party which must come
out of this convention—will stand for
those prigeiples which se many had fondly
thought the American Republic was originally
founded upon. ¢

This call for the 8t. Paul convention flames
as a beacon light, streaming its golden rays
down the otherwise darkened pathway of our
future progress. Let it be the guiding light
on the road that will lead to final emancipa-
tion of the workers of this nation., Let us all
join bands and make this June 17th conven-
tion of the farmers and industrial workers a
great and glorious success!

Oklahoma, Ohio, West Virginia, and several
other states, who are now busy organizing
Farmer-Labor parties in their states, realize
the neessity for putting up a united front of
all workers, against the tyranny of the mort-
gage sharks and food-gamblers.

Conditions Ripe for Mass Party

Some there are who fear what a big political
organization of the nation’s workers might ac-
complish, and they tell us wisely: “You cannot
launch a Farmer-Labor Party by the adoption
of a resolution.”

But it is not necessary to imagine or invent
the necessary conditions and general discon-
tent, in order to inaugurate such: a political
party at this time. The conditions for its crea-
tion were dead-ripe long ago—as the rank and
file farmers will freely inform you. And the,
Jgre demanding real relief for American -grl :
culture. With hundreds of thousands of faymers
*unkrupl. tens of thousands leaving the farms

or the cities, and the whole farmer class in
the entire country not earning safficient net
income from their crops to pay the interest
on their debts, it is not necessary to “create”
discontent in order to find an excuse for now
creating a National Farmer-Labor Party.

let us move forward with the formation of
a real FarmerLabor Party in the United
States TODAY. Remember the 17th of June.
‘Aud see that the exploiting cless have reason
TR e
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FARMER-LABOR _
PARTY IS BUHLDING
“"" "IN PHILADELPHIA

Unions Issue Call For May 27
1L p——,

PHILADELPHIA, PA. May 11.—A call for
a. Farmer-Labor party conference, to be held
May 27, 8 p. m., at Machinists' temple, was
issued last pight to all working class organi-
zations, of this city.

The call was issued in the nate of keveral
local labor unions afiliated with the A. F. of
L., by. an arrangements committee consisting
of representatiyes of these unions.

Brother Adolph B. Gersch  of  Puainters’
Local No. 1083 was elected chairman of* the
arrangements committee, and brother H. O.
‘MeClurg of Paperhangers’ Local No, 687 iy the
secretary. .

The call follows:

“Greetings: There never was a time in the
history of the labor movement when the pos-
sibilities were so apparent for the formation
of a Labor party.

' “The cost of living is rising. TAn intense
campaign is being carried on ewerywhere for
the destruction of our organizations and for
the establishment of the open shop system. *
) 1 tey of Farmers
» Millions are bankrupt. The Tea-
Dome exposures have shown conclusively
mt the government is completely subjected
to Wall street and the big business interest.
Whén a strike takes place the government
hine is used to protect the bosses and
nst the w bt & 4 ‘lhe
"The money powers in control of bot
parties are able to rule both in the politic-

and world because of lack of co-
d::m;‘t:.«bmu‘ ‘masses,
8 Success

success of the British Labor party is
istanding achievement of first order. It
at a time when the need for united ac-

our def is most pressing

alluring r'ende-t to follow,
success of the Farmer-Labor party of

ta is another striking example of the
of united efforts by the exploited
and industrial workers. The farmers
the s hive a common caiise. Those
work for the tion of our organiza-
- are also responsible for the appalling
-conditions prevailing among the farmers.
More than five and a half million farmers are
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bankrupt and are at the point of starvation,

Unity Achicvements .
“All dver the country the workers a h
farmers are getting together and . forming
~Farmer Labor parties with the end-in view
of consolidating all these local Farmér Labor
Parties into State Parfies and a national

v party, which will nominate candidates for
t and vitepresident on a Farmer-

ticket.
Conference Called

“A number of Philadelphia labor
adopted resolutions for the immediate {orma-
of a local labor party. - Delegates were
._@lected by these locals to a committee o call
; i/ for the formation of such & party.
on 8, at the Paper-

hangers’ hall, 1534 Ridge avenue.. b
these local unions the ar-
rangements committee calls upon all labor and

3 a local FarmerLabor
party in Philadelphia. %

“Representation to the conference will be as

follows: Three delegates for each local labor

union or working class political ty; one

y or work-

Delegates’ Representation
“We call upon your organization to elect
dejegates to this conference and to forward
‘their credentials to the arrangements commit-
tee, whose secretary. is H. 0. McClurg, 1549
North 13th Street.
¢ “Thank you in anticipation of your co-
A tion in: this most important matter, and
. With best wishes for a united front. we beg
“to remain,
. J Fraternally yours,
? “RAINTERS' L. U. No. 1083,

FARMER-LABOR VOICE

'Kansas Farmer-Labor Party

Will Now Be Organized

BALINA, Kan.—(Special to FParmer Labor
Voice.)—A convention Will be held here, be-
ginning on Saturday, May 17th, ] of

(Followiny, this instalment of “The
hr-&llh"ﬂmw. con-
of the and
for the critical in the
industry; and at the end, a gemeral

representatives of the farmers and industrial
workers of Kansas who are ready to support
the June 17th Farmer-Labor convention in
St. Paul., Mion.

The call for this éofivention was issued on
May 1st. Tn the form of a resplution, and
signed by some 75 leaders in the Kansas
Farmer-Labor movement, this call reads as
follows :

In view of the fact that there are thousandls
of voters who feel they can no longer follow in
the steps of cither of the old political parties,
nationally; and that many of the national
leaders of the two dominant parties huce been
proven unworthy of the support of the forward-
looking and progressive voters of the State;
and that many men-who, when asked to serve
their constituents in an official capacity are ve-
luctant to do so, knowing that by receiving the
support of the party machine they are expeoted
to support it's wishes; o

Therefore, in order tq give the voters of Kan-
sas an opportunyit to vote for a eandidate for
president “and vice-president whose principles
co-incide with the great majority of the voters
of Kansas; and to elect delegates to the St.
Paul Farmer-Labor Convention of June 17,
1924, and take such action in vegard to the
naming of State officers as the convention sces
fit; the undersigned independent citizens and
members of the Labor and Farm organizations
hereby resolve to call a State Convention of
all Progressive and Independent voters in the
State of Kansas. This convention to be held at
Salina, Kansas, on Satirday, May 7, 1924.

Call the attention of y ogressive neigh-
bors to this convention. Come, and bring some
of them with you, not just to protest against
political corruption, but use you advocate

* @ constructive political progrem that will give

ts “A government of the people, for the people,
and by the people.”

LABOR PROTESTS
LEASE TO FORD

‘DETROIT.—Charging that “the Muscle
Shoals lease is booked upon by those who
know, as a biggef graft than Teapot Dome,”
the Detroit Federation of Labor has sent a
resolution to the two Michigan senators call-
ing on them to “do all in their power to
prevent the consummation of the deal to
transfer government property to a private
corporation.” The huge government power
and nitrate plant igfAlaboma is referred to.

v A “Plum" To Ford

According to the Detroit Labor News,
uhder the"provisions of. the contract Heary
Ford will receive for $1,500,000 property
which would bring about $16,000,00 at a
forced sale.

“Mr. Ford will also be exempted from
interference by the interstate commerce
commission and the water power act,” this
paper declares. “The previous policy of
conservation provided that a water power
lease should run not more than 50 years,
with no option for renewal. Ford is to re-
ceive Muscle Shoals for 100 years with the
right of renewal, which really amounts to a
lease in perpetuity.

. Millions For Graft

““The government will be obliged by the
agreement to spend $50,000,000 more in
construction work at Muscle Shoals in addi-
tion to-the huge sums already spent, Upon
this capital investment of the government,
Ford will pay interest at about 2.85 per cent.
The government will have no power to limit
the profit Ford will make or the price he will
charge for pow

No Guaranty of Service
“There is no guaranty in the agreement
that the farmers will receive cheap fertilizer,
Ford merely ptomllu‘to produce fertilizer
containing 40,000 tons of fixed nitrates an-
nually, to sell at & price which will h-h‘-
per

crop country. But the striking
solute lack of modern machinery, the
ods and the smgll average holdings of

South, revolves abdut cotton. It is natural then, that
the demands of the crops should dictate the develop-
ment of the South.
been | the black
fingers of the Negro cotton picker; and so, for cen-
turies, the Negro has been kept in actwal as well as
political slavery.

But now a new element has forced its€if upon the
South. It is the boll weevil. The ravages of this
insect have spread throughout the whole cotton area.
It has made Y new pr of
disinfection and rotation of crops, which are far be-
yond the experience and powers 4f the Negro tenant
tﬁ accomplish on_hh own .

A social revolution in the Soutlf is imminent. The
migration of the Negroes to the North is but one of
the evid Cotton fall have the
credit usually advanced to plantation “tenants” who
were customarily “carried"—that is; fed—until the
cotton was sold. To the general background of the
fear of lynching, and the empty
lack of the usual credit, then add L
by Northern manufacturers, of cash wages, and you
get—the migration of Negroes from the Southern
cotton-growing area.

In the industrial agriculture of the West the inter
est of the working farmers—that is, the “working
Stitfs"—is more than attalnment of higher wages.
They have the right due their skill and labor, to a
foothold and a home on the land they work.

The Eastern farmer'™ slowly awakening, from the
Jolt of a 400 per cent increase in his mortgage
to a realization that his equity is evaporating.
that the fictitious and inflated land values of 1920
have fallen, along with all other farm prices, in the
cyclone that hit and

in the hands of the capitalists who exploit the work-
Jing farmers. Even today that system would con-
tinue, but & change has beeu made necessary *: a
Bug. « False “tenantry” must give way to plantations

HOME TOWN LABOR’S
VIEW OF FORD

DETROIT.—“Ford’s labor policy ' is
known to all who are close to Detroit,” de-
clares the Detroit Labor News, organ of the
Detroit ‘Federation of Labor,

i

He dousn't avjes g age s
e i t to r He
sweats his m-pht t. What
he dislikes is o-thztolhk

Ford is the personifica of the
industrial autocrat. He will not tolerate any-
thing but servile His plants, there-
4 penitntiary: " Not ‘eing Wbl v P

. Not to

independence and self s in his sweat-
shop Ford naturally can not tolerate the

This Is Issue Number 16
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' UNEMPLOYMENT Vhemployment osurance, adminisierd vy WHERE UNEMPLOYMENT
A ADVANCES "™ e Governmen ._IS NOT “WOLF AT DOOR”. -
pas v “h inten. . Among the other “impossibilities” which the © e |
Unemployment is a constant dread of the “::‘ m m-ut b0 reep for Russian Soviet Government has proven are o
workers under Capitalism—and the fear of it division of work among workers in Dt really impossible, is this fact: thata pe- |
€k isa with which to drive them in the each industry and shop. riod when all of the workers cannot be em- \
slavery 3 their periods. That Assessment of employed, for relief of unem- ployed in the industries need not necessarily N
v fear is ever present in the mind of the work- p result in hardship for those unemployed.
er—except, when the conflicting interests of ﬁum: of control committee of work- _ The anomaly of unemployment in the lﬂ;-v J
rival imperialist groups produce prod . sian Workers’ Republic—where that condition
pational war. Then ﬁp:'m '::u:n: m‘;:‘nh" ction s levantigete a0 does exist, to a limited extept—gives much |
-llllll urdering trugg " comfort to “Sammy” Gompers and his igno-
' r {o:ldvor-ﬂ Qplull;.t—. gnqu;:::,:.:n:,l::s lbn’p;zllid wholly rant apologists. Hat 'lhc- {n.rt is not due to |
are all the production of war by the employers and administered wholly by #"Y of the causes which bring about such a |
supplies. In “peace” times,. the workers. situatipn under capitalism. There is some un-
twin spectres of bw ! tand Want S — employment at present in Kussia becausé, al-
are always rker ) JOBs ON THE TOBOGGAN though the State industrid are absorbing

througou world. And at
world’s workers are con-
fronted with the most profound unemployment
crisis in history. For many millions of work-

And this situation must grow worse,
days—unless or until another
the working masses. Although
the United Sfates of America is now the rich-
est country i the world of finance, as an in-
l - tegral part of World Capitalism it cannot
escape participation in the present financial

and industrial crisis.

Eatent and Rate of Unemployment

It is certain that unemployment on a mass
scale mever known before mmst in the near
future face the American working class. The
in that direction is fixed by broad
underlying factors that are quite h-ml-}ll»le.
Unemploymegt is present, it is increasing/ and
only the rate of its development is subject to

tion by minor factors.

In the United States general unemployment

L has not yet developed the mass character
- which is now existent in many European ¢oun-
. But the downward tendency of pro-
duction in this country, and the increase of
t s y marked ‘and

threa And the one alternative to a
state of general unem t, in this coun-
as in all other countries, is the same—an-

E

i

ot

rtment—
“Let's Go to Training Camp?” What else
oﬂ:]bﬂc propaganda
| against the alent pul sentiment toward
pacifism 'F:. there could be— no
\ other meaning. <

| | Program for Combatting Unemployment.
” Unemployment is an inevitable accompani-
ment of Capitalism, and can be abolished ouly

' BY LELAND OLDS
(Federated Press Industrial Editor )

A serious decline in factory employment
during April is shown in reports from the
state labor departments of Illinois and New
York. .Both reports show sharp reductions
in working forces as compared with a year ago
and indicate that the unemployment which
has been slowly spreading since last June has
seriougly cut down the public's buying power.
The importagee of reports from these two
states is accerlfnated by the fact that together,
they employ over one-fifth of all the country’'s
factory labor, J

Fully 40,000 workers have been discharge
from Illinois factories since June, 1923, ac-
cording to the state labor departmment, which
points out that employment in the state i
markedly on the decline.

“The unfavorable change in the émployment
situation during April,” it says, “is of real
significance. Production generally begins to
pick up in March and expands flirther in April
and May; following which, there is usually a
letdown in the middle of the summer. The
decline in* April coming when an “expansion
was to be expected indicates that the level of
operation in Illinojs industries is reacting to a
lower level.”

State employment offices reported an over
supply of common labor with 142 applicants
for each 100 jobs. This contrasts with last
April when there were 86 applicants for each
100 jobs and employers bid the common labor
rate up to 70 cents an hour.

Industrial Commissioner Shieutag of New
Yorl state reports a sharp drop in factory
emplyment during April with 55,000 fewer
workers on the payrolls of New York city
than a year ago. The reductions extended to
most of the industries and to all important
manufacturing districtg. &

Me#d industries almost without exception,
show a decline.

Bhientag reports a condition in the clothing
industry similar to Ulinoig with ‘over 10 per
cent in the men’s clothing trades laid off. This
year, he says, scarcely any of the clothing pro
ducers are holding so many workers through
the dull season as in 1923, Employment in the
shoe factories is below a year ago.

The question, “Is there a depression with

with the system that produces it. In the strug- .

r. gle against unemployment, that fact must

never be forgotten.

nature of the
and strengthened,
destroying the mass character of
The trade unions, all farmers’
organizations, and the
must be drawn inu;‘:-
in the ployed -
actions. 'l\;%tmnnu of
t upemployment must
orzanizerd labor and
t.

_political and industrial
be, respectively, as fol-

" of non-operating in-

work. "
unemployed, at union rates

dmmm'wb

i

i

sl
E!%ig’
\{;igﬁ

’;

i

concomitant unemployment? has changed

into the more vital one, “ITow long will it
last?”

SECRETARY HOOVER'S
“PROSPERITY” HOAX

(By Federated Press)

Was Secretary Hoover conspiring with
Wall Street to give the people a false sense
of prosperity when he announced through
the president’s cabinet that there was little
or no unemployment in the country? U. S,
bureau of labor statistics figures to which
he must have had access seem to answer in
the affirmative. This is the second instance
in which the executive branch of the govern-
ment appears as the publicity tool of busi-
ness interests.

- Starts Fund For Unemployed

CHICAGO.—One million dollars for unem-

ployment relief is at the disposal of tlte,

insurance trustees selected by the Amalga-' for Interna

Clothing workers and their employ-
ers in the i},:ago men's garment industry.

o

more and more workers daily, 1 increasing
demand for industrial wotkers’ has not kept
pace with the number of pegsaunts and former
merchants joining the ranks ot unskilled work-
ers in the cities™

Thus, paradoxically, the nymber of work-
ers employed in the Rugsianindustries has
been steadily growing at'the shme time that
the number of nnemployed has inereased.” And
as the Russian industries increase production,
the wages of the workers are increased ae-
cordingly—the presence of a great number of
uncmployed workers not being permitied to
interfere with the Soviet Government’s plan
for increasing wages whenever a reconstructed

industry makes possible an increased produc- : 3
tion. - 3
Also, in that first great Workers”, Republie, - '
the necessarily ungmployed receive feal relief, IR
of a sort that brings security of livelihood for 4
the willing worker who cannot gain employ- L
?'-nl These relief measures operate in four, % )
ays ;

(1) Relief through public works; and also X
by Labor Exchanges financing local produe-
tion, and organizing groups of wnemployed to
work there until required somewhere else. ]

(2) Relief by social insurance of the Gov- 1
ernment. 4

(3) Relief by way of directly.given food
from State kitchens, and :allotted sleeping-
quarters: with special relief for women and
vouth, and State nurseries for the children of
unemployed women.

(4) Relief by the grade unions, to the extent
of from three to fifteen per cent of the union’s
income, for unemployed tradesmen.

HoWw different under capitalism is the situ-
ation and prospects of the worker who is un-
employed ! :

Chamber of Commerce Sentiment
The Chamber of Commerce of Decatur,

Illiois, seems to be quite a typical specimen §
of its sort. In that city recently, through its 9

- efforts, was prevented a showing of the great

new film—*"Russia and Germany; A Tale of
Two Republics”-—on the pretext that in this
effort to assist the starving German children
there is “Communist propaganda.”

The film was booked ow at the Deca-
tur High School, and he last moment
permit was withdeawn by J. J. Richeson,
Superintendent of Schools—who did ¥not
submit the question to the Board of Educa-
tion but acteg directly upon the request of
John McEvoy, President of the local Cham-
ber of Commerce. It being impossible to
secure anothef hall, on short notice, six
hundred people who had obtained tickets
were turned from the school doors.

This despiceable action of the Chamber
of Commerce has aroused tremendous pub-
lic indignation, and thére is a stotm' of pro- - i%
test from' the people of Decatur, who are 15
clamoring for a return of the picture. The ;
film will be shown in Decatur, despite this 3
heartless Chamber of Commerce. interfer-
ence,

The picture is being shown all over d
country, without hindrance, and to ero b &
halls. It appeared in the Orchestra Hall, at N3
Chicago, on May 14th; and the first showing
in New York City was on May 9th, at the
Central Opera House. .

The working class of America is moved
to compassion by the sight the German
workers battling heroically nst the black
forces of capitalist reaction, with its attend-
ant misery and starvation for the masses.

And they are thrilled with hope, over the
tremendous workers’ advance shown in the - ‘

.

-

e

Boviet Russian picture. i
The receipts from the showing of this b
i b t O P .. ’ 3
picture—w f-mww-n_ foo. .
neoln St., A . '
of the Ge .

Tiasian e



(EIGHT)

Y : | Farmer-Labor Forum |

-

'nrm{l.lbor Voice. solicits from Its
readers a free expression of their opinions
upon all subjects of special interest to the
farmers and industrial workers generally.

Contributions to this Forum should usually
be of x( more than three hungreds words.
With ese, pen-names only will be pub-
lished if requested. But name and address
of writer must accompany each contribution.

Farmer-Labor Voice assumes no re:
sponsibility for the opinions expressed in

)

this mander.
Q

Editor, Farmer-Labor Voice
The Farger-Labor Party in this state is getting
fato actiog. As ghairman of the Fdurth District
committes, | have called a mAss meeting at Prosser
on Ju 2 fog the purpose of electing five dele
gates to the Paul national conveption and to
take action i fregard to placing a cundids's in the
field for. membdr of Congress .
On the sa date, at Prosser, the Western Pro-
& Farmers will hold its annual
convention. They have already endorsed the Farm-
;- Party, agd will give it thr hearty sup-

Outlook, Wash., May 4, 1924

" As for the other farm organizations, they are more
or leas reactionary. The Grunge has many radicals
&% mermbers. but as an organization The Grange is
forbid” . .. _dorse political candidates. The Farm
Be a0 and the Parmers Unlon are in about the
same sitvation as The Grange

™ Some of the labor unions are controlled by Gomp
ers, and afe clearly reactionary. But a majority of
them control The Daily Union Record, which will
support the Farmer-Labor Party -

The secretary of our state committee is John C
Kennedy, formerly of Chicago! and at one.time a
Professor in the University of that city. He is very
acitye in the movement. And so is Elihu Bowles,
of Prosser, editor of The Western Progressive
Farmer. Brother Bowles is sometimes called “The
Cherry King." because of the great crop of that truit
which he raises.

The sentiment is good here for Senator LaFollelte
A8 & candidate for president but any other capable
man would be acceptable.

I am enclosing a check for $1.00. Send me a bun
flle of your newspaper, for general distribution

WALTER PRICE.

Bditor, Farmer-Labor Voice:

The present deplorable condition of the wheat-
farmers is be¢suse of their lack of ngrl to ‘help
@ P Cooll

S a8 “well as the
Enury of Agriculture- has said that it is up te
farmers to work out their own salvation
8o must organize for action, and hold meet
ings to explain the plan of operation County meet
ings should send delegates to state meeflings of con
ference. And these stéte conferences should elect
delegats 1o meet with labor rpresentatives in a na
“tonal convention :
" In the nominating convention for 'a third political
y ticket, which is to be held in St. Paul on June
, the farmerdelegates will have plans to present,
relief of their present situation. We are wanting
equipment, of all kinds. And we are jo need
clothing, of coal, oil, paint -as well ds ready
money, for educational and other purposes. ' The
" farfners today are so poor that soclal activities
Among them have practically ceased
WILLIAM MAXWELL,
Conway, N. Dak

. To the Editor, Farmer-Labor Voice

The present financial situation of the sm-ncun
farmers might be said to be due to “the High cost
Of falsg prétense.”, .

For years and years past, the farmer has had’ to
buy at retail (high), and sell at wholesale (cheap).
He has had bis land (job) taxed to carry on many
kinds of government—including several kinds of
courts—when the old town-meeting direct legislation
would have served him much better than all of these,

The bauks—lcensed by the people to rob the peo-
ple—charge Seven Billion Dollars a year, to let the
‘farmers use his own credit—and keep big bank ledg-
ers to show that this farmer has money on deposit
aod &t the same time owes the bank.

It s said that the interest-bearing bonds of all the
various kinds of government—including mortgages,
notes and instal t-h debt to $350,-
000,000,000. So, with Five Billion Dollars of capital,
the farmer pays the banker Seven Billion Dollars
on the claim of loaned bank credit.

In the same way, Henry Ford is able td pay his
workers $6.00 per day—with the buyers’ money—
and ‘pilés up millions each year, for Ford—because
he does not give full exchange when he trades a
¥Ford machine for a farmer's money. And now he
wants Muscle Shoals—"for patriotic (profiteering)

purpoges.” EZRA R. AVERILL,
+ \ Grand Rapids, Mich
’ ing to the daily papers President
Cholidige broke the official record for brevity,
in th | account o fhis past achieve-
[m—ante te slph 'B. Gersch, (gressional ar.

PAPERHANGERS' L. {*half lines ¢

“H 0. McClurg, yn- lines? \‘ ’

’
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BOOK REVIEWS

International Labor Movement

The Red International of Labor Unions has {ssued
“a pamphlet presenting a graphic picture of the trade
union movemedt, from a world-wide viewpoint. Deal-
(ng not so muchwgwith the techmical details of the
virious labor organizations and their problems, the
paniphlet defines most comprehensively the revolu-
tlonary us well as the reactionary tendencies exist-
ent within the international labor movement

Special attention is given to the tremendous strug-
gle of progressive labor elements against the class
collaboration policles of the old labor bureaucracy
which is attempting organization of a so-called In-
ternational Federation gt Trade Unions (the “Yellow
Amsterdam Internatighal”).

*Such an exposition of the world’s labor situation
is especially of value at this time to the American
working élmms. Revolutionary progress of the trade
union movement in this country has been for forty
years “slow-motioned.” through the reactionary A. F.
of L. bureaucracy. The narrow nationalistic and
craft-union spirit permeating organized labor under
the direction of Samuel Gompers bas until recently
limited the vision of the American trade uniomist.
But, following the World War, it seems that a strong
revolutionary “left wing” has been developed within
the trade unions of the United States. And this
progregsive movement is being organized into a

erit: American section of the R. I. L. U.
Ll- the h the course

American trade unionism past and pres is
given full consideration and illuminating analysis.

The World's Trade Union Movement, by A. Losov-
sky, neral secretary, R. I. L. U, Trade Union
League, Chicago.

Foes of Conscription
(Federated Press Book Review.)

While most people were opposed to congcription
hefore the big business interests threw the shadow
of world war across America, only 500 men of draft
dge carried the opposition to the extreme limit in
the brave days when every bayonet dripped with
gory democracy.

These 500 war objectors and the 4500 who went
part of the way with them in defying the Wilson
war machine get thelr day in the court of the read-
ing public through Norman Thomas' book The Con
scientious Objector in America.

The American is not a bad kicker and ‘he will
therefore find much tq interest him in the account
-of the government's troubles with these rebels
against miljtary authority. He will pass over the
accounts of ¥nhuman torture L\Amnricu camps of

d and other organizations.

some of the objectors, knowing that soldiers in bat-
tle suffered just as much and more, though not
perhaps in the name of liberty and justice, coldly
administered by safety-firs tcaptains and colonels.
He will linger a bit over the 57 varieties of re-
ligious objection and then will come down to the
honest-to-god objector that every doughboy could
understund.

This was the objector who handed it out to the
officers as his view that it was a rich man's war and
a poor man's fight. This objeétor had no objection
to the army and to the fightihg men as sueh, In faet
he rather favored a good scrap like the Russiin rev-
olution or the American revolution and wouldn't
mind putting on a uniferm and shouldering a gun
to fight against the W:} Street war profiteers and
the bosses generally. Thy dollar a day Yank who has
now been refused his cash bonus will appreciate
such fighting doctrine.

Right here the more belligerent er will con-
clude that the book falls down a bit. e author Is
evidently allied with the groups opposed to all war
and develops a comprehensive anarchist theory of
the state. The good point about this is that he
knocks those easygoing objectors who were willing
to take noncombatant service. They were unwill-
ing to feed the gun but jumped at the chamce to
feed the gunner. Thomas shows them up.

The book has a foreword by LaFollette who pic-
turesquely points out that “a consdbonce against
war brought objectorf to prison! a lack of con-

fénce against brought profi: to pal
aces!"—C. H. ¥

The Conscientious Objector in America, by Ner
man Thomas; B. W. Huebsch Inc, New York, $2.

Labor Pamphlets
NEW YORK.—The Denial of Civil Liberties in the
Coal Fields, by Winthrop Lane( has been published
by George H. Doran for the League for Industrial
Democracy/ the American Civil Liberties

of ¢
owned towns. Besides, the results of other investi-
gations are given including the ofictal report of the
Federal Coal Cimmission.
v L

Development of industry through reduction of sur-
taxes on the rich, the steel trust, and.how Heary
Ford gels his money are some of the subjects dis-
cussed in George Soule’s new pamphlet, The Accum-
ulation of Capital, published by the League for In-
dustrial Democracy, 70 Fifth avenue, New York.

The New York “World” says, “Little did
Coolidge think, when he was sworn into office
by the light of the oil-lamp.” That's too bad.
But he now" plenty of food for lbonglt—-,
in the light the oil illumination,
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