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West Virginia F.- L. P.
Conﬂltion '

Report on the Farmer-Labor Party conven-
tion held in Clarksburg, West Virginia, on
March 13th and 14th, was not at hand in
time for publication in our mid-March issue.

The sessions ““is convention, l;hic:
brought together more than 200 regular an
fraternal delegates from farmers’ and indus-

" organizations, clearly demon-
lively interest in the swiftly grow-

fa1 mer-labor unity movement.
strength of this sentiment was exem-
plified by the unceremonious manner in which
the delegates repudiated and drove from t:e
convention Mr, W. T, Harris, President of the
West Mﬂ‘?‘mnum of Labor.

With evident -intention to wreck the
Farmer-Labor Party, thzd loyal disciple olf
Sammy Gompers introdu a resolution cal-
ling for “non-partisan political action.” The
vote was almost unanimously against this

proposition. And after grossly
. the convention for its progressive
sentiment, Harris beat a hasty retreat. As
a farewell to this labor faker, he

was informed by delegates that charges have.

been prefered against him, for his pernicious
activities in the interests of the capitalists.

The purpose of the convention
was nomination of Farmer-Labor Party
ca for State oﬂv:inh"i And this pur-

-y -

Dr. A. ‘i:awoﬁi, of Bl-

kins; for Secretary of State, W. F. Naylor,
of McMechen (representing the railroad shop

crafts ) ; for State Treasurer, Dr.
John Sm the Farmer-Labor Party

(formerly | nt of State Farmers’
lm State Auditor, Joseph R. Diggs,
of ; for Attorney-General, G. H.
Duthie,

of Clarksburg ; for Superintendent of
Se*ools, Mrs. Della Tetrick Franklin, of Hunt-

b-"‘lnf‘h':‘ul f2-State Commissioner of Agri
. culture, J. B. West, of Mannington.

As a candidate for United States Senator,

on the Farmer-Labor ticket, the convention

nominated Dr. M. S. Holt, of

Weston. And all the other nominees received
-a vote of acclamation.

It was a memorable convention, that at-
tended strictly to the business on hand—and
‘then adjourned for a friendly farewell dinner,
which was served io the delegates on Fri-
day e the 14th. May there be many
more of its like—and the sooner the better!

A Farmer:Labor Chib

SPOKANE, WASH.—(Special to Farmer- -

Labor Voice.) Rather a new departure in
the movement was the outcome
of a recent crowded meeting of farmers and
industrial workers in Carpenters’ Hall here.

‘The meeting’s chosen chairman was J. A.

Vaughan (Brotherhood of Locomotive En-

: ), and the elected secretary was Dave

ormerly elitor of The Spokane Forum.

W Bouck, National Chairman of the

Federated Farmer-Labor Party, addressed
the meeting. .

Plans were made to hold a county mass

» immediately, with a view to organ-

precincts and to have a

: attend the June 17th

convention in St. Paul. More than fifty

signed the roll as active workers in the

- Farmer-Labor Club, which was organized in

New York State Oklahoma Has A Real

Convgntion

NEW YORK, March 25th.—(Special to
Farmer-Labor Voice.) The Federated Farm
er-Labor Party copvention here, with two
hundred delegates in attendance, from the
various sections of Greater New York, has
unanimously endorsed the Farmer-Labor con-
vention which is to be held ir St. Paul on
June 17th. And the d-:legates have pledged
themselves to see that a largé representation
from the State of New York shall attend th-*
meeting. et

A new Executive Comruittee was eleciea
and instructed to issue a call and make all
necessary arrangements for the holding of
a Farmer Labor State Convention during the
month of May.

Resolutions were also adopted advocating
recognition of Soviet Russia, endorsing The
Daily Worker, and demouncing the loot of
great national resources, as exposed in the
Teapot JHDome investigation.

“Yellow” disruptionists of the New York
progressive labor movement, poding as “in-
dependents,” were given short shrift at the
hands of speakers in this convention. —«

The -Canopsbu—ré Meet’

CANONSBURG, PA.— (Special to Farmer-

Labor :"oiu.) The Federated Farmer-Labor

a call for their county convention

to meet in Canonsburg on April 27th, with

purpose to place a ticket in the field for the
coming county election.

This branch of the Federated 'Farmer-
Labor Party has already made great strides
toward bringing about a radical reformation
in the Stato political policies. With a mem-
bership of nearly 20,000 and an affiliation of
fourteen locgl unions, two central labor coun-
cils and several other progressive labor
organizations, it is expected that some 200
delegutes will attend the coming convgntion,
from the labor union and farmer grange
organizations within the county.

Following this one-day convention, an in-
tensive campaign will be inaugurated to
align with the Federated Farmer-Labor Part:
branch every local union, farmer group and
progressive political organization in Wash
ington County—and then branch out to the
cther districts of Pennsylvania.

The successful organization of this group
has been accomplished over strong opposition
on the part of international union officials,
whose executive board members have made
every possible effort to interfere with such
progresgive action.

For Release of Mooney and Billings

WASHINGTON.—A new campaign for
the release of Tom Mooney and Warren Bil-
lings from San Queptin penitentiary has
been launched by a ‘committee headed by
Miss Elizabeth Gilman of Baltimore. These
industrial prisoners (almost forgotten by the
mass of the American people) are the most
conspicuous victims of frame-up among the
victims of the labor struggle now “doing

." California governors —Johnson,
hens and Richardson—have refused to
grant pardons, and the courts have held that,
although there is abundant evidence that the
men were convicted by the use of false testi-
mony, there is no way to grant them new
8. .

F.-L. P. Movement

In a meeting called by the Canadian County
Branch of the Farmers Union of Oklahoma,.
the first steps were taken to organize a Farm-
er-Labor Party in the State of Oklahoma.
Aboft fifty farmers’ and indubtrial workers’
representatives from various/ parts of the
state altended the meeting called in the Com-
munity House in Cleveland County, and en-
dorsed the call for the June 17th National
Farmer Labor Convention in* St. Paul- A
commitiee was theén appainted to call a con-
vention in Oklahoma, on May 9th and 10th.

The movement in Okhhomn, received its
first impetus in the recent convention of the
Farmer-Labor Reconstruction League at El
Reno. This convention endorsed ‘the Dem-
ocratic ticket, but 165 out of about 400 dele-
gates voted against such endorsement.

As ‘a result of this, a preliminary com
mittee was organized to take the initiative
in calling a corivention to organize the Stafe
Farmer-Labor Party. The nossibilities of
cetablishing a State Farmer-Labor Party in
Oklahoma have been greatly improved by
action of the State Legislature last month®
which changed the election laws in the state
so that a new party may get on the ballot by
securing five thousand signatures. Prior to
this amendment to the election law, there¢
was. & néw part¥*to
representation on the ballot.

The move for the organization of a Farmer
Labor Party is securing wide-spread support
throughout the state, and it is quite certain
that in the convention called May 9th. and
10th at Oklahoma City, there will be large
groups of farmers and city workers repre-
scnted and a state organization will then.
come into existence. :

Wage Cuts for Kentucky
Miners

CHICAGO. — Wage reductions threaten
coal miners in western Kentucky, according
to information published for the benefit pf
the trade in the coal and coke section of the
Chicago Journal of Commerce. The sug-
gested action by operators in that region
would add mines producing nrearly half a
million tons a month to the non-union column.
Referring to attempts which will be made
by non-union forces to extend into what have
been union districts, the statement reads as
follows : i .

“Western Kentucky operators are seri-
ously considering adjusting the miners’ wage
scale in the Muhlenburg union district to the
1917 level, . . . When the contract expires
April 1 it is expected the prodocers will not
sign a new part with the United Mine Work
ers. The field produces approximately 250,-
000 tons a month. '

“One or two operators in the Hopkins .
county union district adjoining Muhlenburg,
where the contract with the miners does not
terminate until April 1, 1925, are understood
to be restless and are making attempts to

. Operate open shop. One company, it was

declared, is planning to bring the wage down/
40 per cent, which is approximately twice
as low as the 1917 scale. The field mines
about the same amount of coal a menth as
the Muhlenburg distriet.”

.
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National Secretary Reports
" the Sast Distris

BT nzbnt‘ trip and organization “effort
through the industrial centers of unh
«district has revealed the fact that thé work-
ers there are fast abandoning their former

by political apathy. 'Among them is to be found
a very keen interest in the rapidly growing

' Farmer-Labor movement, which at present .

has its geographic center in the state of Min-
mnesota. 1

“The present great crisis in the agriculrural
industry—which in turn affects the Western
industries generally—together with the wide-
spread political disillusionment following the
Teapot Dome oil-land graft exposure, has
blazed a new political trail through the West
and Northwest. And this trail is now head-

ing directly to the East.
., Unemployment Ipcreases.
* ~ 'The unemployment conditions in the East-
3 ern section of the country are r
) and more acute, as the rail cut their
- working forces and.the textilgt, shae-, steel-
and other great Eastern induStries slow down

and lay off workers by thousands.

And all .of this has a tendency to cause a

rapid increase in thé sympathetic interest

by the Eastern industrial workers

’ the militants amongst them—

tow. the present critical situation of the
farmers in the Northwgst.

" In the conventions, mass meetings and

‘ tral labor unions addressed, through Penn-

2 and New York State, strong intérest

was shown in the story of the Farmer-Labor

political revolt that is now in full awing

throughout the Northwestern section of the

New York City Meet.
e g First the convention of the Federated

Fi 3 Party in'New York City, which
delegates

To as National

o great national move-

a s

ity of (e ke’ and industria

armer-
attended by two hundred from
mb,mm. ives ﬂnd fraternal or-

e .mi-nﬁnfﬁ;portmthrmt
4 Sl the Federated Farmer-Labor
workers’ forces. And the response of
&nmunrn::&- of their

e who uiet

q

i

an enthusiastic endorsement
convention, to be held on June
pledged themselves to im-

LTS
g
#

Ee

on to that gathering. ;An Exe--
ttee of Wenty-nbi'm:r‘l Ilapber:
specially charged with the tas
a Bl-lb(&:hch of the Federated
{ 3 p . And resclutions were
&y unanimously adopted for the recognition of
Soviet Russia, for endorsement of The Daily
/  Worker, and in denunciation of the stealing
| ~of national resources as exposed in the Teapot

L
L

¥
i

{

The American Labor Party, amalgamated
with. certain Farmer-Labor and Sociglist
- Party forces, was urged to join ip forming
a united front with the Federated Farmer-
Labor Party, and the delegates pledged them-

R0 e selves to work unceasingly for gsuch unity.
=—«.___ A mass meeting for the purpose of thor-
“oughly discussing the Teapot Dome affair was
in Cooper Union—the scene of many
istorical progressive political ‘gatherings.
. In this. mee , presided over by Juliet
Stuart Poyntz, Educational Director for the
Workers Party, Ben Gitlgw and Manley were
listed as the principal speakers. And at close
of the meeting, there was unanjmous endorse-+
ment of the New York City convention's
* | yesolution in denunciation of the Teapot

7 D fécn.
T Meetings in Buffalo.

gt

y begin an intensive campaign forA

when speakers pointed out the limitations of
.l::‘hollem'l program and demonstrated how

a
against the forces of organized capital. The
speakers strongly emphasized the need for
such a class farmerlabor political organiza-
tion, separate and apart from the personality
of LaFollette or any other popular.|

eader. :
And in Buffalo, at a meeting of the Central i

Labor Council, I was given the floor to speak
in the intgrests of the June 17th convention.
I also pointed outl the.corrupt character of
the present political administration, as ex-
posed by the Teapot Dome investigation, and
stressed the necessity for unity of action be-
tween the exploited industrial workers in the
East and the bankrupt farmers in the West.
In this meeting a movement was inaugurated
for the holding of a State Conference in New
York City, at an early date, to organize a
State B‘-nnch of the Federated Farmer Labor

Party.

. Through Pennsylvania.

Then in' Reading, Pa., there was a con-
ference of Federated Farmer-Labor Party
and other representatives, as a first step
lmrd organizing a real functioning State
Farmer-Labor Party, and to arange for send-
g;grc‘l:gntel to the June 17th convention in

A conference was also held in Philadelphia,
with trade union representatives, for the
same purpose of inaugurating a State Farm-
er-Labor Party—which has existed in Penn-
sylvania only in name heretofore. It is ex-
pected that a State Conference will soon-be
held, with delegates from Pittsburgh, Canons-
burg, Reading, Philadelphia and other points,
and that the State Farper-Labor Party,
which will arise irom uuz‘a gathering, will
be committed to a definite program endorsing
the June-17th conventjon.

South Dakota Prihxa.ries.

PIERRE, S. D., March 28, 1924.—(Spe-
cial to .the Farmer-Labor Voicey) The pri-
mary election in Seuth Dakota has been
fought out between the Coolidge Republicans
and the Johngon crowd, with the result that
_the Johnson candidacy reckived a scant two
‘thousand* majority over the Coolidge people.
‘There were less than eighty thousand vates
cast for boih and Johnson, but the

‘fcw scattered i yet to report  may
the total vote slightly above that

n Farmers “Lay Low.”

The fight was a hot one. A great deal
of money was expended on both sides. The
towns voted quite strongly, the farmers
mostly remained at home. e fact that
there was rain and some snow does not satis-
| ‘faetorily account for this stay-at-home vote.

e farmers, as a rule, saw nothing in either
Coolidge or Johnson to entice them from
‘their firesides. All of them could have gone
g’o the polls. The weather would not have

revented even sigk' people from attending.
But sick people #1d not attend, nor did the
‘well ones; and for identically the same
Jeason: they were not interested in either
of the Republican candidates. , It certainly
is'no credit to Johnson that h Beat Coolidge
n South Dakota. A pig-u&d Chinaman

~ ¢ould haye done about-as well. , If there had

- been real confidence in Johnson he could have
defeated Coolidge by a three-to-one vote.
Sterling Disposed Of.

The fight on Governor McMaster—"‘Gaso-
line Billy”—and Senator Sterlifig—*“Old Ster-
ling Honesty"—was bitter and expensive, The
governor was backed by a horde of State em-
ployes. Sterling was backed by the inde-
pendént gasoline dealers and the stand-pat
Republican bunch, The governor has pro-
‘bably won his nomination by fifteen thous-
and, but that is no feather in McMaster’s cap.
For Sterling was an easy mark. The voters
have been waiting six years to get a whack

cat him.. Anybody could have defeated him,
on any issue. McMaster was used merely as
'the implement to take amc‘rdnck at the object

¥ similar mass in -of an ahcient grudge. this fail, having
BnAldo and mou:eaui\:'u':nu:enlginl:(e{hli: thus buried Sterling, the voters will probabiy
. gathering were several K “Liberals” who pay their respects in like manner to
L. ® | seemed to be more concerned with the per- u(.uﬂmmqhvuloal
- " sonality of LaFollette in a third party move- quite as t to them as the national
5 | ment than with the real issue of a class grudge they held against
A n"i, all 1‘1(;? were e{lﬁy the
TR w.mhmmnlzphud. ut ol | & Ga, weee 3 S o (e

- *

the
pﬁ?rlu. “fusion” i I last
received its death blow and hereafter not
be seriously proposed by any group.

The farmers quite ; registered as
Republicans, but did not vote. They are not .
going to vote the Republican ticket this fall.

Nor are they going to vote the Democratic
ticket. They are -laborites, but they

registered as Republicans to avoid the in-

quisition of the bankers and politicians who

belong io the Republican machine. They
resented the registration law, but finall i
complied to a great b the agent

of the Republican machine made a house-to-

house canvass and impressed them into the

registration lists,
“Independent” Possibilities.

The air is full of politics. The latest is
an intimation that Senator Sterling, smart-
ing under the defeat he received, and
claring that it was brought about by
at the state proposal meeting, is likely to
as an Independent candjdate for the .

Another promising “Independent” Republi-
can candidate for the Senate is George W,
Egan, the disbarred Sioux Falls lawyer, who
if now awaiting a decision of the Federal
Court to determine whether he shall run for
office or go to the penitentiary.

R. Q. Richards, of Huron, is talking about
ing as an Ind, dent candidate for Gov-

can. He would run on a wet plank, and it
is likely that if Egan runs for the Senate

fits

JRichards and Egan will “hook

" together
and put a complete hdopendent'ﬁzht in the .
field. When the “independent” show
there is no telling where it will stop, for
is no limit to the number of candidates who
may file in that column, which cannot car-
ry any sort of party [wﬂom designation,

All of this muss contributes to the benefit 4
of the Farmer-Labor Party, the only organ-
ization in the State which is not rent with
dissention.

Interest in the June 17th convention. is
becoming more fcute every day. Inquiries
are being received at the Mitchell headquart-
ers of the Farmer-Labor Party about. the
matter in almost every mail. \

WITHOUT PRICE—AND EVERYTHING!.

The, South Dakota farmer-laborite progressives
report an amusing recent experience with a cpr ™=
political aspirant mmedﬂnm-—mﬁnn com-~
monly known in that section of the country as
“Foolihan”—who has been “stumping the State”
in company with one Frank Comerford, an assistant
“spell-binder” from the lower regions of Chicago's
dubious political precincts,

§
g
:
;
3

not much of an orator, but quite a wspectacular
“red”-hunter—which is the principal qualification
owdays for antiprogressive stamp 4 And
the performantce of this slap-stick team has had a
highly exhilarating effect upon the farmer-labor S
movement, wherever its political song-and-dance was V
“pulled-off.” The progressives are really sorry t6 {
sec them leave the stage—because their “fusion”
comedy exhibitions were quite “free-gratls, for
nothing,” while “the movies” charge for such

c all the way a uw
o ety comat T b v g

%Sulncti?tion Blank
Parmer-Labor Party,

Federated
800 N. Clark St,
Chicago, Il

JOSEPH MANLEY, National Secretarys \ .
B gl — = A T L
pariod o _menibe, L B
- o |

Address: ’
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'lhsﬁrlhlqd
and Peasants”

In the issue of Farmer-Labor Voico—along
with its showing “The American Peasant”—
there was a article published with regard to

As will be found thersin stated, the two Federated
Farmer-Labor Party delegates to that congress were
'Ilh-l!.(h—aﬂl-nl‘l.'mbﬂh--
bers of this political party of the American farmers
ard industrial workers. Ar\hlubnlhumwm-
sﬂ.vidl*ldbthwdd&ntnthﬂu.tﬂl

- appear in this paper from time to time. And in this
issue of bur paper we are publishing the thesis of
that conference, entitled “Workers and Peasants.”

(Adopted unanimously, ai the International

Peasants’ Coriference held in Moscow, October 10th

; 4
FAKMEK-LABOR YUICE

l. la-b-.-d-.hhnbnu-m
erful The
muu&mh—m army, police,
muh'&-muumaqpvn
of the ruling class. Therefore the main pre-re-
md.mmunuw-u

blish of strong fighting or-
nniuu-s. ‘

The priwsing need of the present moment is the

The Farm Crisis I

fy HAROLD M. WARE ]
(Later installments of this ariicle o2 the agrical.

tural situation will deal with the subjects of Eastern ¢

Genoral  Farming, Wheat Farming (principally
Western) and Cotton Furming (principally South-
Following a summarization of these various
types of farming, the article will close with an

] of proposed and prospectiv.

formation ol peasant omnhnhn of all Kinds for ™).
the pi of the and political inter-
ests of the working masses i capi-

talist exploitation and expression. Most of the exist-
ing peasant organizations are under the influence

of a handful of rich peasants and bourgeois lawyers, *

who contrary to the life interests of the wide work-
ing peasants thasses, work hand in hand with the
landowners and capitalists. The working peasantry
must free itself from l»g peasant and landowners
control.

The working peasants’ ommuuom can be of
various types, aceording to the conditions prevail-
ing in the varions countries, but they must be amal-

d among th ives and must establish col-

" to 15th; 1923.)
1. Ih addition to the working class, the peas-
antry is interested in the overthrow of the capital

ist and landowners' regime. In most states the

hhnuon with the economic and political workers’
of the given country. Over and above

Peasantry forms the majgrity o/ the popul and
hulﬁo”r-ludnpbiwbyaobmr-
gevisie and the landowners as the working class.

jon of & handful of, rich s
have i with the
It is only through the united strug-
gle of and kers that capitalism can be
the

Their ion alone can ensure
‘wall-being and peaceful progress of mankind.

with the ultimate vie-

working sections of the population. Capi-
not able anywhere to solve the peasant
and the land question, which is closely
allied to/it, in d with the i ts and de-
mands of the mbdnm: ‘majority of the peasant

class. Th have b an im+
. po ints & 12vol y factor. The
_ agrarian ion is of g signifi than the
national g

3. does the role of the peasantry become
less important after the joint victory over the cap-
italist system. As exemplifield by Russia, close
co-operation between the working eclass and the
pehsantry and close contact between towns and
countryside are essential during the period of prole

this, the various national organizations must amal-
gamate among themselves on an international scale
and must get into toach with the international work-
ers’ organizations. The task of the international
organizations will be: Information on all questions
concerning the working peasant messos, exchange
of economic and political experiences in the various
countrics, establishment of mutual relations between
the small peasgnts’ co-operatives on the one hand,
and on the other hand between the worker cc sum
ers’ co-operatives and the nationalized factories, in
fact rapproachmants between the workusy and peas-
ant classes of the various countries throaghout the
world for the struggle for the workers and peasants’
government, for the establishment of the world fed-
cration of workers' and peasants’ republies

7. As soon as the struggle for the establishment
of a workers’ and peasants’ government has becomo
in any one country the direct aim for workers and
peaspnts co-operation, organs of u&uu_u power
must be established in the form of soviets: L workers
and peasants soviets in industrial distriets and
peasant soviets in districts and localities with a
‘purely agricultural structure. The local sqyiets are
to be formed into the higher organs of power,
namely, district, provineial and regional soviets.

The peasants’ soviets -ut carry on their work
in close with the agricul 1 labarers’' and
industrial workers' soviets. This is an essential

pre-requisite of ultimate vietory.

8. The wrkorl and munu State mnﬁnni

i diatel the entire land

).ultryl-mblotouhk"

of its necds

t—nhbyb‘q-anmhn for it is not

t-ﬁnﬁnmhmtw&mcmll
up

and (he forests of t.l: big I-ndonor- Thus it sat-
isfies the land hunger of the peasantry and adminis-
trates the remaining land in the interests of the en-
tire working population. Beside sufficient land it
gives to the working peasant masses the necessary
means of production and frees them from the un-
b ble burden under which thep formerly groaned

It takes the necessary measures for increasing

production and for raising the general and

povernment in
boidied the dicta-

workers can the

former are the
trial and eultural
are essential for
the axistence of modern society and for its: further

The active role of the peasantry on the field of

I, State politics and its end: s 1o become
& factor of 1 i litics are a signifi
b of the p Capitalism has

drawn hundreds of -llhn of po;-lu throughout
the world dually into the ie sys-
h.h—unm-ndhoumuyforeon
quering and exercising nlhl-! power. But eapi-
e ARt

1 dard of ed: ion of the peasantry.
The workers' and peasants’ government establishes
State model estates and ‘lmalmnl advisory
b us for the and assistapce of
the working peasantry.

Beside developing indust.ies, the workers and
peasants State will place at the disposal of sgricul-
ture all the achievements of modern technique and
science. One of its first tasks is the electrification
tlurl ‘uiture. These measurés will bring agricul-
ture to a very high state of development, increas-

ing its production and thus contributing to the well- g

being of all workers.

9. These aims can be achieved in 4 comparitively
short time. The union of Socialist Soviet Republics,
the first workers and peasants State in the history
o! mankind offers a palpable example. The work
efs and peasants of Sovie. Russia have not only
overthrown by common effort their landowners and

the. struggle " Py 1 e.nno: terrible crﬂl war and d
/

be carried on in one country alone, but must be st B gy

taken up by all Therefore it is 1

itali fought togethen for several years in a
od their self-created
fatherland against the armed intervention and the
by the capitalist States, but they

"1, The struggle between workers ana exploit-
efs is inevitable in all capitalist countries. Victory

. tions ‘among themselves. ard magnitude of the inevitable saerifices depend
continually in touch with the organizations of the on the union and co-operation between the working
working class. P and work are 1 ‘and the wide mass of working peasants. The
allies, having for their immediate aim the th alliance b kers and hrough
of capitalists and landowners rule. The political the world will lead, in the not far distant future,
result of the victory over the common enemy is the to the overthrow of the exploiters in all eountries
establish of a k and p ' govern- and the establishment of a World Federation of
ment.

ik
i
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the farmers’ 'nnq eritical powi )

in the spring of 1923 the author made & survey

through North Dakota and south through the wheat .

and cotton Lelts to the Gulf. IHis objeet was to
detarmine the effect of the erisis on the ‘workirg
farmer in the several areis

The effect of .the farm erigis upon the farmer

depends upon where he lives and the type of agri- °

culture prevailing in his particular ‘area As has
been noted, these vaty, .and the econdmic status of
the working farmer is<alio modified by the various
types of agriculture. The well-kngwn “dirt” farm-
ers of the™Northwest with charasteristic breeziness
call each other “sod-busters” The working farmer
in the South may'be a “cropper.” a “hand” or
merely a “nigger tenant.” Along the Pacific Coast
ho becomes a “work-stif™ and in the Fast is simply

“farmer.”

ln plain words, v.rk.n' farmers are the men,
women and children who do actua'ly work the land.
They work it—and they want it. That is the es-
sence of unity between all working farmers.

Speaking generally we may limit American agri-
culture to four broad types: (1) Industria® farm-
ing: (2) Eastern general farming; (3) Wheat
farming; (4) Coiton farming.

Industrial Farming

The first of these is not nedsly so imporiant in
the United States as commonly m"uod It is
dominant only in the. high-prjced and more fertile
irrigated valleys of the West. Some large cattle
ranches can be found on cheap lahd, such as the
Taft estate in Texas and Armour's in’ Wyoming.
But the bulk of the products produced by large
industrial agriculture are “secondary food  prod-
uets™—i. e, fruits, nuts and vegetables. These
crops are shipped great distances to market, out
of season, and bring high prices and much profit
to the eapitalistic farm proprietors.

In this type of agriculture the “working farmer”

is actually an industrial worker and recsives wages 4

only. They have their skilled and unskilled work
ers’ unions. .In numbers they make up but an
insignificant proportion of the ten or more millions
gainfully employed in agriculture They are un-
important po'itieally, in the narrow sense, because
their work forces them to be migratory, fellowing
the harvest north and south along the Pacific Coust
States. They have no residence, 'and -home life is
impossible. They typify the “dira farmer” of the
future, if the exploiters ace nlm to -continue.’

High freight rates to distant Fastern consuming
centers causes a conflict of interests between the
large capitalist farm-proprietor and the capitalists
who control the railroads. Beth greups try te end
the conflict by reducing the wages of their employes.
Farm Wages Are Dropping in the United iuln
Hired by month:

With bard Without board |
1921 $30.14 $4aas
1923 278 4930 -
Hired by day: «
With board Without boar!
1921 8224 $2.79
1923 147 1.9%

The effect of the erisis upon “the industrialized
farmer, then, is this sharp redustion in wages.
Through organization in the unions he has managed
to keep his wages nearer, 2o that of the city indus-
tries, but because of (he necessity to migrate to
the ripening of the crops, he is compelled 'to face
regular periods of unemploymént,

A farmer in Harrington County raised
17,000 bushels of wheat this year.
feared that his baffker would complain—and
probably raise trouble—if he spent $20.00
from his crop receipts to attend the Farmer
Labor Party convention. So he stayed home.

Another farmer harvested 19,000 ‘bushels. -

of wheat—and after selling it, he had to
borrow §1,500 to pay off the deﬁm on ‘abor
cost and taxes. That was all his year's Vork
chst him. .

& -
Another apple-raiser, st Prosser, _sz»hi
10,000 boxes of the very best quality—<all
the rest on ten acres being left uppicked —
And he received as return $10.00,
5

But he |

remelien for
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Pacifiomagd the Power

In deep crescendo now sounds the capital-
/istic” serio-comic opera fugue tn monotone.
Harping ever upon the single string subject
of “anti-radical” propaganda,” its pre.gnt
theme is different only in vocal expression
from all previous repetitions.

Before this country enteéred into the Great
World War the “red menace to civilization™
was connoted as “‘anti-preparedness activi-
ties.” During the war period the implication
was “‘pro-Germanism”—or plain “treason.”
And ‘now it is pure and simple “pacifism.”

Byt with the mental enljghtenment which
the passing days and their eventualities
have brought forth, this windy instrumenta-
tion of the apologists. for capitalism seems
to- become ever less popularly received by
the listening masses. To such an extent
that now even the super-patriotic American
Legion organization of ex-soldiers finds this
monotonous itepation a strain upon the
nerves of its membership. Having valiantly
fought “to make the world safe for Democ-
racy,” the rank and file is now inquiring as
to where is the democracy of a government

———r

-FARMER-LABOR YOICE

Administrative Incom-

petence
Universally, through capitalistic society,
“ihe dominant political parties in each country
have demonstrated their inability to achieve
any lasting benefit for that part of society in
all countries of the world. !

And this is not because of any structural
weakness in the machinery of such ‘political
organizations. All structural defects have
been removed, and the machine action is per-
fect—or as nearly so as may be humaniy pos-
sible. But. failure of the political machine
process is inherent, because the purpos» of its
action is a false purpose—unjust protection
of the interests of a few individuals, to the
détriment of the masses, ,

In each country must be preserved a sem-
blance of democracy+-or equal suffrage—in
order that the administrative machinery may
apparently function by popular consent. So
there are provided two or more political par-
ties—each equally under control of the capi-

" talistic power which rules the$Btate—and be-
tween these various ‘political. pasties the

_ people are permitted to exercisé their alleged
democratic rights of suffrage. In the United
States of America—as alsewhere throughout
the capitalistic world—there are at present
two alternatively dominant political parties.
And each has been perfected to accomplish its
set purpose—the purpose of each being tkne
same; and each does accomplish that purpose,
during the course of its administration.

Then comes the struggle for retention of
power by the political machine in official con-
trol, against the effort for nccession to power
by the similar political machine which would
supplant it—each fighting for the financial
benefit of its constituent office-holders, and
for no other thing. “When Greek,-meets

that permits the Big Business irterests to * Greekl then comes the tug of war.” And

successful
mental bonus for those who performed the
real and dongerous service of the World War
period. L 2 ¥

Music may have “charms to soothe the
sav. breast”—even of such as these “pa-
triotic” murderer§ of Wesley Evereit and

. many other mighty spirits of the great Class

War that is now raging to its impending
climax. The selfish souls within these sav-
breasts have at last de he f

in this symphonic dirge of American
capitalism. For the semblance hag become
that of a dirge—and nothing else.

When such as theése—with minds en”
meshed in the great obsession of ‘‘patriotic
fervor”-—begin to ‘see ‘that “service to their
country” is appreciated only at the time that
certain

ly civilized national govern- *

ments a¥e bent upon indulging in a death
struggle for commercial supremacy. then
does the end of capitalism indeed draw nigh,_
Because we may rést well assured that the’
false strains no longeér charm the ears of
the great worker masses who have never
been so obsessed with a zealot fury to battle
for their own destruction.

Nor will those masses be deceived by the
brassy accompaniment to this meretricious
strain—that #ith a downfall of capitalism
would come l‘\q]hm of Labor, and the
wonders “which Tits efforts have brought
forth. The masses of the workers have
sJearned much in the cataclysmic epock of
the World War—and are learning more with
every passing day since then.
of Labor to save from annihilation the work
of its mighty hands has been demonstrated
in a land of a hundred million workers.. And :
the hands of Labor throughout the world
are now stretched forth to take full control
of the economic power which it has wrought,
and to assume for its own benefit the social
responsibility attendant. upon that power.

The power of Labor ill not wane with
the fall of cepitalism, but will rise supreme

. upon the ruins of that false edifice—modern

"~ Wars
lthoy are fought by poor, foolish young men

exemplification of the ancient Tower of
Babylon! - g J

made by rich, ulﬁnhvold men ; gnd

oppose the grant of 4 ggvern- when Democratic politician meets Republican -

politician, even more interesting exhibitions
come to pass—Ilike the Teapot Dome oil-land
graft exposures, for instancé. With gen-
erally bad results for both politicgl machines,

This is the one little defect which the buijld-
ers of the cfpitnlistic political party machi-
"nery have not as yet managed to eradicate—
because of the seeming’ necessity. for provid-

; in@ the people with a “democratic choice” of

candidates in each national election. That
this has been a strictly “fifty-fifty” choice, on
the eapitalistic principle of “Heads, T win;
tails, you lose,” has not apparently made
much difference ythe working masses—thus
far. 3
But times and m:nner\l do change, eventu-
“ally gh very slowly, in someé relations.
‘\-And it seems that the masses of the people
have at last wearied of this Tweedle-dee and
Tweedle-dum capitalistic “shellgame.” So
they have decided to construct for themselves
another sort of political party—and to see
what comes of it.r /

benery i 06

Would lt be ‘proper ‘to say the fortrayals
of oyr erstwhile worthy cabinet officials and
their “rank-file” cronies, ‘which are now

. being presented to the public in the daily
press, are “studies in oil"? . .

The power

The latest joke in Washington “high-jack

inance” circles is magnate Sinclair's memo-

. rial to the defunct Daugherty: “He was a
mighty poor oil can, anyway.”

When a fellow begins to “bellyache” over
some newly discovered “menace to civiliza-
tion,” it is a ten to one chance that he is after
a soft, well-paid job at combatting the said

“menace.”
.+__
The Poor Fish says: “I have nothing
i pacil t they should confine
their anti-war activities to other countries:"
then they would be all right.”

S~

. ! ‘APIIL 1, 1924 '
Patriotism--Real and
Unreal

The Teapot Dome exposure of criminal
graft in high political office has delivered a
knock-out blow to sentimental patriotism
among the American masses. Being gen-

! erally unable to distinguish between insti-

tutions and their official representatives, a
great part of the people have.come to believe
that the republican form of government is
itself a discredited thing. Yet that form of
government is of course no more at fault for
its present misrepresentation than are the
ancient principles of democracy—now equally
discredited in the popular mind—for the fact
that these principles have been prostituted
to the political purpose of deceiving the
masses, whose exploitation is the very life
of Capitalism. .

But the people are gaining knowledge of
the fact that no form of government«what-
ever it may be function success-
fully for the benefit of the worker masses in

any country, so long as its is
under the contrgl of a small minority priv-
ileged class. _And with this perception comes
the added know that only a Workers’

Republic, administered by real representa-
tives of ‘the great majority working class,
can or will function for the benefit of that
class—and in accordance with the true prin-
ciples of democracy. ’
With this new intelligence comes an under-
standing of the real meaning of patriotism—
a meaning that reaches far beyond any sen-
timental feeling of national loyalty to the
birth-right country. Thus they know that
real patriotism is not acceptance by the
masses of the people, of § mere political
formula proclaimed by certain officials as the
“Constitution” of a stated country’s govern-
ment. And they know that unquestioning
“conformance with the tenets of a govern-
mental document that safeguards the inter-
ests of a minority privileged class,'is not
patriotism to the country—becanse it is
treason to the majority of that ecountry's

And still Another thing the worker masses
have now well learned: that under the pres-
ent ruling capitalist systensi—still dominant
in all countries throughodt the world, with
the single exception of the Russian Workers'
Soviet Government—attempts hy

the i
ers’ great majority to change tlu‘!&*‘j

system from one for private profit to one for
public benefit, are officially interpreted as
“unpatriotic” and even “treasonable.” In
America the greatest lesson of this sort is
found in the provisions of the Criminal Syn-
dicalism Law, cleariy designed to prevent ef-
fective organization of the workers for their
own protection and welfare.

With the leaven of this Jesson in the minds
of the working masses, the term “patriotism”
has universally acquired a new and brilliant
significance, whose splendor blinds the eyes
of only those who lack the social vision to
confront its glowing truth.

]

Ex-Attorney-General Daugherty claims to
have information which if disclosed would
force a lot of United States Senators to re-
sign in haste. But it seems that as official
head of the Department of Justice, Daugh-
erty has suppressed this evidence of pre-
;I:.mbly criminal malfeasance in public of-

Thomas Jefferson. in speaking

of the

vention which “the doel::-t
everea.':dved::d - of mortal man,”
alluded to that y as “biggest
hono!unhmwth‘ﬂclm
under one roof.” :

[ ——

Oppression, theft, graft, , treach-
ery in high places as never before. But it is
alwave darkest just before dawn.

Y
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(Editor's Note: The University of lllinois has
long been known as a hotbed of reactionary propa-
z" st “dirt” . The mortgage

the interests and the grain-eic-
r_people have had their own way at this insti-

and their city-worker brothers. The writer
of the following article heard the lectures instruct-
ing lllinois students as to the inside of grain gam-
bling, when he was a resident of Urbana, the
university n. He heard the addresses that de-

d fa E ganizati And he knows
what he is now telling about. His son was for a
time an instructor in agricultural work at the upi-
versity, and his daughter is connected with the
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that under existing conven-
the ruling regime of the University
of as fine a selection of “hand-
crooké as ever put
vilization and its so-called
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1
1 persopally know, was most extensively advertised
T urged. on the agricultural students.

In the in

; i by the Mi Legislature
at i:jdq in response to the vain-glorious
boast that \one million dollars had been expended
in alone to “save her from red social-

ism,” owing to the expiration of the session only
abgut cne-half of it was uncovered. | had hoped
through of my progressive political friends
to find out the source of the Illinois deviltry. The
“slush Tund”.—contributed as usual by “the great,
good and godly,”"whose identity as such was almost
led from th ] strictly aecording
to the Biblical injunction (revised version) to not
let the right Randl know what the disreputable’ left
_hand was doing.., The revealed contributors were
the very last word in sociai and civic prominence,
even as the results of thei: liberality in funds was
the last word in civic and politieal graft filth.

The environment of the University of Illinois
was strewn with anti-radical literature, and it would
have been extremely interesting to learn” just what
intellectual prostitutes were the distributors.
Meantime President Woodrow Wilson had changed
human nature overnight, and his pridg against
fighting had suffered a terrible fall,

The first prominently advertised lectures after
the war were: “The Use of Explosives in the Next
War” and “Treat 'em Rough.” This produced a
very chilling influence on those who had precerved
their mental ‘equilibrium by the thought that this
was “a war to end war,” and that the university
would teach them how best to “beat their swords
into plowshares and their spears into pruming
hooks.” And this ' was followed By an alleged
“Sundav Memorial Service” in Februarve 1918, dur-
ing which “Memorial Service” all the vile slanders
and misrepresentations of enemies of the Non-
Partisan league indvstrial program were spilled
forth. But this report and “findings” of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission give back the lie into the
very teeth of the “anti-radieal” University of IHi

¢ #nois, and afford a “close-up” view of the lack of

morals among' those who apologize for or advocate
ramifing in grain.

A large proportion of the dirty work of this
university is done under cover of religious rervices
upon one pretext or another. For Instagee, on
November 28, 1919, Stuart Pratt Sherman, one of
the most gifted scholars in English, made a sat age
attack on organized labor under the guise of a
“Thanksgiving” service! This was at a time when
the steel and coal strikes were at their height
His subject, “Where There Is Peace,” was a sordid
incongruity. It was a specious plea that with in-
tellectual cunning paved the way for longer hours
and the open shop.

Religious hypoerisy is characteristic of this in-
stitwtion. It denies to Jewish students and to
others of the more liberal religions anything more

ing than the Puritanical Sablgth. But they
can “wink the other eye” when it comes to a “pep”
meeting in favor of “lowgen for Président.” While
presumably filled with “religious fervor and zeal”
they have at heart absolutely no fecling for or
ganized labor.

STATEMENT OF“THE OWNF
(‘IICI."I.’ATI"N. ETC

n
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vieious, disreputable and un-American iniquities of o, O CONGRRSS OF AvGUST 30 i D
the University of Illingis. As I have shown in the L for April lat. 1924, .
little pamphlet, “Democracy and the Coliege,” the S‘.:.‘."",','{.E:.,’.'.- - B s
Corn-Growers' Convention met in May, 1915, at D i e B S vt oad semnty
m&r:mf}mﬁmlu&- _ﬂu.—. rdine | ".“.-'.—:'7‘._.‘:3.:"'..‘..".;
m ’ following is. to the bewt of bis know! - A true
“d“mw.mw.p"’ *lﬁ!ﬂ“ﬁ.‘?*dlﬁll’.’ﬂ’*‘.‘:(:‘.l:“l,l:n
on “Truth and Error in the Economics of the Grain m-mn-l.-.-u.‘mls;.:.guaAnm
b . .
Trade.” This contained the usual p; errors and _“‘g.“‘.‘.“:"‘“" i form i =
in general had been disproven in “hearings” 1 . Rames and addresses of the pubMaher. editor
of Rules Committee on House Resolution 424, sub- :'?“&:':rm'mm': Tarty. 28 N. Clask
Joet B Martats® It was not alluded to and 5. DEEes Tl o 40 N. Clark 8¢, Chisses. 1l
no or discussion was tendered. ‘They Managing Editor: Joseph Maniey. 800 N Clark St Ohb
[
wimply - O e Msapw ! Home.

There apparently no knowledge of the above . 1 That the ow o g g ermaiy o
“hearings,” which. at the time was an open book to r.‘wwmwmuh ".J.:'::‘“":"u'u
the agricultural proletariat .: North Dakota :: m;:.‘}"“ e and wdiremes ;.‘3,:-.:;'._....:
‘well “ to the farmers. search own or ing one per cent or more smcun
general and uvlnznl libraries of the University e 3" come® ‘.:g'.-:";.":;. .‘-...' """_‘:.,,_"' .‘..ﬁ
w *‘ e Sedro-Moolley . umep | . . C
lﬂ'.“by-;:‘n m:::t :e‘unun:;- u.' That '&. known  bondholders, mortgagees and sther
ing reply that “no such hearings were held: :'..',"_..:""f': ...‘."""_','h.:.',_"“.',,°‘,’.;,"’_"‘, S iy ol

failed to pass.” Bot a letter to an ac-  "here aré none. so state ) -

. paragranhe contain
#tatements embracing afant’s full knowledge and helief as to
and under which stockholders and

T found ignoranece among

(using the term in a general sense) in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture of Judge Thompson's decision
in the case (Fed. Reporter, VVol. 115, p.

W.FM"-W”"J‘-
tions on the Chicago Board of Trade “are merely
:"-‘- . +.. In violation of the
of the State of Mincis.” In April, 1916,
L & Co., of the Chicago Board of Trade,
& speaker and a course of lectures with
w‘hﬁdbhﬂﬁ.nﬁ:‘u-
as

t
'
|
!

3

the
sesurily holders who do not Appear wpon the books of the com-
trustess, hold stock wod securities in & capacity other
Wdl“l&n.nl“b‘mh-m-
that any elher person. association. or corporstion has
ny intervat direet or indirect in the said stock, bonds, or other
wecurities than as so stated by him.
JOSEPH MANIXY

Sworn to and snbecribed before me this | day of Anril 1924
(SEAL) 2 ANTON O LANDES.

Netary Public
My commision expires Aprfl 26 1924 -
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Usury Must Go!

3 By SENATOR J. W. ANDERSON

J

Interest on money, or civilisation, must
end—théy both cannot continue. The world
has reached a point where it cannpt produce
enough wealth to pay interest on its indebted-
ness and live. History teaches us that men
-repudiate and appropriate, before they starve
or die. ? 2

Money should be considered as a medium
of exchange only and not a commeodity. The
money lender creates no wealth, produces
no commodity, does not in any waiy enrich
mankind, and vet through interest or usury
is able to control and own the wealth which
the prodidters of the world have created.

A friend of miqe likens the money lender

to theykeeper of a toll gate upon a publie

‘wate a legitimate institution.

highway. His function is to take tribute.
In order to mak the iNustration simple and
the analogy clear, we will imagine all the
factories of the natien are built on a rocky
barren hill side, and all the farmsfin a great
‘wiley, separated from the factories by a
broad desert. Connecting the two isa great
public highway over which food goes to The
factories and manufactured goods to the
farms.
the nation: without it the,men in the fac
tories would starve and the farmers would
be unable to get the products of the factory.
The road is a medium of exchange. It is
free. It is owned by all the people. It was

puilt by them for use in exchanging the

products of the farms for the product of the
factories. For thousands of years it was
agdinst the laws of the country to obstruct
it or control it.” The curse of the Bible
was upon anyone who took toll for_ its use
—=such a one lost all social standing, was

imprisoned, sometimes executed and his |

goods taken from him.

In time of great national danger, certain’
toll gate concessions were granted, not wil-
lingly, but for purposes of national unity and
defense—a tribute was now taken from. all
who used this great highway, and in a very
short time the keepers of the toll gate owned
both the factories and the farms. The con-
trol %f the” highway, which gave them the
contro| of ,commerce and industry, placed
them in position of such great power, that
the owners and workers in the factories and
on the farms were absolutely in their power
and at their mercy’ ’

The keepers of the toll gate have with the
passing of the years, become respectable in
the eyes of the world. The slaves in the'
factories and on the farms consider the toll
It was there
when they were born and it would be con

videred “radical” and “socialistic” to make

this great highway free once more.

The factories and farms will not produce
enough wealth to pay the keeper of the gate
his toll, but that does net matter. The slaves
could unite and vote the toll gate out of exist
ence, but the gate keeper, by threatening to
turn the farmers off his farms and the work-
ers.out of his factories, so intimidates the
slaves that they are willing t6 remain in
bondage.

Usury or civilization must go! Which
shall it be? Votes will tell. Say it with

'votes,

THERE'S A REASON.

NEW YORK.—The Hearst papers eire

getting mare conservative because Arthur
Brisbane is getting richer, according to The
Wall Street Journal, which prints the follow-
mg:’ F
“Arthur Brisbane, headliner of the Hearst

ne pers, whose p t s reach
every day nearly 10,000,000 degs, is not
only an indefatigable writer but one of the
largest operators in real estate in New York./
The bulk of his fortune, now in seven figures

isinhndudbm’ldin:ﬁ...
conservatism of the Hearst newspapers in
the discussion of questions affecting property
ri ts is in a large measure a reflection of
Brisbane, the property owner and capitalist.”

This road is essential to the life of *

The illennin;'» g
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They Fear
" the Fedje Bil

-

% By H. R MARTINSON.

A tribute is paid to the progressive farmers
and workers of North Dakota by the Fargo
Forum, mouth-piece of the reactionary ele-
ment of the state, when it says editorially,
in comimenting on the recent primary elec-
tion, that “They (the reactionaries) must set
themselves for a real battle . . . unless they
wish to once more surrender control to the

“They fear the noro than forty thousand

La Follette votes-and they still more fear
the r than 45,000 votes for the Fedje
bill™ And to cap the climax, the defeat of °

a group of electi ws calculated to make
it almost impossi for pew parties to be-
come legalized, was a sad blow to the forces
of reactioa within the state.

In view of the fact that no state wide cam
paign was possible, the results of the vote for
La Follette, and ::r ::: Fejde hill, are sur-
prising to people in other states, who do not
know the conditions here in North [Dakota
and the breaking away from old ies and
faith in old leaders, on the part of the farm.
ers and industrial - workers. That North
Dakotans are taking the results of the elec-

~tion as & matter of course, is evidenced by *

the comments of various publications
throughout the dtate.
The Northwest Press, of Ward County, in
an edi headed, “Food fof Republican
t,” says that: "It is hard to se¢ how
any
pleasurable illusion about the outeome of the
Presidential pri in North Dakota. . .~
It is quite safe to say that if Senator La Fol
lette should be a Presidehtial candidate on a
Third Party ticket, he would get plenty of
A'and comfort from Nofth Dakota:”
MecLean County Independent sums it
up in this fashion: “The absurdity of the
papers claiming a ‘great Coolidge
vietory’ in Nofth- Dakota, is appealing
stropgly to the sense of humor of the Pro-
wressives However, this vote has shown
the P ved themselves where the vot-
ib-o.u::d_‘“ rﬂ-l?k lies. and l:::y a faint-
= one will take
m“lthhflﬂhhdplmﬂ . La Fol-
lette into the Presidential chair by an over:
whelming majority over all. the reactiondry
candidates, on u tri t Farmer-Labor
ticket." 5 - . .
Thg North Dakota Record doesn't leave
much unsaid, in its analysis of the meaning

of the La Follette “sticker”-vote: “It was.

the st of thousands of common folks,
rottenness and insincerity in politics.
Forty thousand or more, they marched to the
polls, an unorganized ss but determined
to be . The whole country is still lis-
tening and wondering what ‘he voice of the
“sticker’ is saying.” ~# ’
F'o the class-constious, intelligent farmers
industrial workers of North Dakota, the
ker” is saying: “We wantta
Farmer Labor Party, and we demand that
its leaders be above the petty graft and rof.
tenness of the leaders of the old political par-
ties.” e W e

“The Ues of Mareh” in-North Dakota

In the March primaries of the Presidential
preference election, complete unofficial re
turns (Republican) show that six La Fol-
lgite adherents were eletted as delegates to

National Convention—againgt seven still
addicted to “keeping UoMdgd™ And four of
the five. Presidential electors-nominated are
La Follette supporters.

Returns on the Democratic contest indicate
that the Perry and Johnson factions ran
“neck and neck,” and will have equal repré-

sentation in the National Cénvention, at New *

York, next .lnne.,‘\l ‘

Upon which the'Minneapolis “Tribune™ had
loosed this prophesy : -

“If the political expression in the ‘Flicker
tail’ State is indicative of a widespread state
of mind, then Republican léaders and cam
paigners will do well to consider that, from
this time forth, they have their work cut ot

for , to win next November, or to keep
. the ntial election from going to’the
. House of tatives, out of the hards of

< the Elactoral College.”

‘regular republican’ can have

to the *

e? “ 7. : : - s
FARMER LABOR VOICE

All organizations and individuals interested
in assisting the formation of a class Farmer-
Labor Party—which is the purpose of the
June 17th convention in St:/Paul—must not
imagine that there will be little opposition to
this effort.

Just as an instance, the official organ of the
railroad unions, “Labor,” has come out with.
an endorsement of the Conference for Pro-
gressive Political Action. And the C. P.
P. A. is doing all that it can to persuade
farmers and  industrial workers that they
should not attend the June 17th Farmer-
Labor convention. E

‘With -evident intention to assist such re-

actionary efforts of the C. P. P. A, this so-
called "Labor” publication now attempts to
alienate from the Farmer-Labor movement
- the strong following of Senator LaFollgte,
and to win them for*the July 4th convenfion
of the alleged “Conference for Progressive
Political Action.”

In discussing the coming June 17th conven-

tion, {"Labor” has this to say: 1
, e of La Follette's friends are seriously
distur over the premature third party

movements which are springing up through-
out the country.

“They are particularly suspicious of a call
for a third party convention to be held in St.
Paul on June 17th. According to  reports
reaching Washington, a majority of the mem-
bers of the committee on arrangements for
this gathering are members of the so-called
‘Workers Party,’” a recognized Communistic
organization. ’

“Only 13 names were attached to the call
and no attempt has been .made to insure a
representative attendance. .

“La Follette is in no sense responsible for
this call, and the men who are recognized as
the leaders of the La Follette movement had
ynothing to do with it.

“In these ‘circumstances it would be the
easiest thing in the world for the Old Guard
to pack the gathering with its henchmen dis-
guised as radicals.

“Then they could noéninute La Fallette on
an impossible platform to the accompaniment
of a series of ‘red’ speeches.”

All of which is nonsense,’of course. Be-

cause the call for this June 17th convention‘

was signed by representatives of every State
Farmer-Labor Party in the Upited States
amounting tp anything. And it is a conven-
tion called by those groups whiclh are really
desircus of creating a Farmer-Labor political
party that will represent the interests of the
exploited farmers and industrial workers. It
is true only that the St. Paul gathering will
not be a convention built up merely around
the personality of Senator La Follette—whose
action before that convention must determine
his status there.

The article in*“Labor™ indicates that the
hesitant, vacifating group behind the C. P.
P.-A.—which alternately anmounces itself for
some indefinite sort of a “Third Party” or for
a pokicy of rewarding the friends and punish
ing the enémies of labor in both the Republi-
can dnd Democratic parties—are now bent
upon an effort to destroy the real convention
of the farmers and industrial workers.

Aok RN

“Lower Than the Lowest?”

William J. Burns, the “great” detective in
charge of the Gevernment's Secret Service
Nepartment; explains why Edward B. Mec-
Lean, owner of the Washington Post, was

carried on the deparfment’s roll as a special .

investigator. “I found him te be very use-
ful,” said Burns. “We got a lot of informa-
tion thru him and thru the Post. We could
use him and the Post when we wanted to
find out something.”:

Senator Walsh, later, pressed Mr. Burns:
“You say, Mr. Burns, you have a Jot of clean,
honest men who could have investigated this
scandal had you been asked? One of your
men (Mr. McLean) has béen revealed to this
committee as a liar and a perjurer.
the kind of operatives you have?”

“Oh!" teplied Burns, “you know, Senator,
we don’t rely on these dollur-a-year fellows.
[ was speaking of my roai men.”

s

Is that, .

\WeHaeSoneEneﬁu'MinnMAcﬁonEn-

lightenﬂe World

The unity achieved by the Farmer-Labor
f:rdca in Minnesota is the most
al

action cannot be secured; that the Reds are
only a disruptive force which cannot
trusted; that the people are not ready for
independent political action, and other

arg ts against political unity have
smashed to smithereens by
Minnesota. :

farmers of all shades of opinion, that
they are agreed for political action
ent of the old

has wn the development

through which the national movement must
pass—first, the all-inclusive people’s move-
ment, for political action through a third
party, then the unity of the economic forces

scale. 3 e
States can and must do.—Midwest News.

Learn From Our Enemies.

What the Criminal Syndicalism law is to
California workers. the Sterling Anti-Sedi-
tion bill to be urged for passage by Congress
would be to the workers of the nation. The

Independent Political Action

The following set of resolutions was
unanimously adopted in a meeting of the
Schenectady Trades Assembly, and a_copy
sent for publication in Farmer Labur Voice:
WHEREAS, all
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Who are these senators, and just what is
the significance of their' “farm relief”

&

' measure, commonly referred to as “the Coul-

K

o Davelle
the rate

that
. forced to close their doors, and the number
bankrupt

ter Plan”?

Burtness is the individual who, as a North
legislator, made ridiculously
progressive farm-

lﬂbﬁa in opposition to anything that
might benefit the farmer prey of the

And the er Governor/of
South Dakota, was financially interested in
many money-lending enterprises and other

W' He'was promoted
by the South usurers and there he is
serving the interests of the

the Standard Gil

and

thesg two Senatorial
vocate a “fifty
” v

ad

farmers?” .

Because throughout the Northwest the
farm-loan sustained banks are failing, right

obligations. And nmiost of
these are small banks that still owe to the

big huge sums of borrowed
-:;%.m great anxiety to distri-

the farmers—with

£

should

any one individual farmer—50,000

Farmers

Senal Shipstead of
maiden speech on the floor,
are being
is being rapidly in-
by the t’s policy of rajsing
the rate it pays for money, Under direction
of Secretary Mellon, the interest rate of 414
rr cent, compounded semi-annually, is of-
lered with treasury savings certificates
five years. This has forced up
by banks to borrowers| and
the farmers are less than before t¢ pay
interest on loans.

The Big Business gang would dearly like
unspeakable

let's see it

/ARMER-LABOR V!
Another “Heavyweigh.
2 . -
Champion” Passes

It seems that Attorney-General Duugherty has st
last resigned his higlv public office in disgust—with
himself, perhaps? And certainly thé time was
“rotten ripe” for such action—most awfully rotten,
in faet. ¢ Z

Ascending to office with a vociferous promise to
prosecute the war-comtract grafters of the Wilsen
De g dministration, Daugherty’s d t
from that highly moral official attitude was fast
and furious. His tally of such’ prosecutions is
closely approximated by a large and hollow neutral
point. “0." -

But his own record of iniquity in office mounts
considerably higher in the numerical scale. He not
only took no official steps to prevent or remedy
such odorous scandals as the following (and others
too numerous to mention, if we could recall them
off-hand), but undoubtedly he connived '\n‘muny‘ll

not all of ti 3

The Bureau |of Engraving scandal; the Income
Tax Bureau ditto; the Veterans' Bureau fakery; the
Slemp and the Tolbert crooked deals; the Reclama-
tion Service robbery; the sugar profiteering per-
formance; the Liberty Bond “high finance” opera-
tions; the Teapot Dome and Elk Hills oil-land graft;
and the unspeakable injustice of the Department
of Justice—of whieh he was the officiul head.

Truly, a record of achievement for any profes-
sional politician to be proud of. d now, in his
honorable retirement, he can comfort himself with
this encomium from his friend, the Chicago Tribune:
“Daugherty should go. . . . Inthe circumsgances
he will be more highly regarded as a private citizen
than as Attorney-General of the United States.”

Hic jacet, Daugherty—in his oily bed of rosy
promise!

~“Qil and Truth Will Get

Uppermost at last”

By TOM MATTHEWS

The Powers-that-be have established ahd
maintained in the United States & two-party
system which has served as a straight-jacket
on the minds of thé common people.

The Republican and Démocratic parties,
unlike other organizations which play a part
in American life, have no stabilized member-
ship distinguished by dues-payments or
other ties. < .

In theory, the Republican party represents
one great section of the American people,
regardless of class, while the Democratic
party represents the other part. ‘“‘Member-
ship” means nothing more than voting for
the candidates of one or the other party at
the polls. Incidentally, the voter may choose
delegates to conventions and various commit-
teemen from slates neatly “cooked up” for
him behind the scenes.

All in all, this is a splendid scheme of
things for the Wall Street men and the po-
litical shysters who do.their bidding.

Within these two great political machines
an honest man has about as much chance
as an invalid would have against Jack

Dempsey,
Thrive on Graft.

The Democratic and Republican parties
have thrived on corruption and graft from
their beginning. ;

The Democratic party rose to power with
the “Spoils System” of Jacksonian days,
when the slogan of “to the victor belong the

spoils” became the guiding motto of Ameri- .

can politics. The Democratic party later be-
came the machine of the Southern slave-

hold and is still intrenched in the middle-
class Bourbonism of the South.

The Republican machine was from the
first, as it is today, the instrument of the
manufacturers and big bankers of the North
snd East

Is it any wonder that “Politics” is today
like & cankerous sore covering the entire na-
tion with slime and corruption?

Nothwithstanding the every-day facts of
bankruptcy

bank failures, , sheriff’s
sale notices and other evidence of financial
governmental statisticians con-

~—which
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16,000 Producers
Declared Bankrupt

By LELAND OLDS
(Federated Press Industrial Editor)

More wage-earners and farmers were de |
clared bankrupt by federal courts during the,
year ending June 30, 1928, than in any one
of the previous eleven years, according to
the annual report of the Attorney General
of the United States. The number of fail-
ures among those who actually produce !hz,
goods was probably greater during 1923 tha
in any year in the history of the country.

Bankruptei g all cl i di
merchants, manufacturers, professional and
others, also reached record-breaking propor-
tions during 1923. The total number declared
bankrupt by the courts amounted to 34 401,
while the total liabilities amounted to $486,-
400.908. The year nearest approaching this
in the amount of liabilities was 1917 with a
total of $328,567,441. §

The official figures show that 10,261 wage-
earnc¢fs and 5,945 farmers were adjudged
bankrupt during 1923. In other words, these
two groups of producers furnished over 47
per cent of all the bankrupts in the federal
court records. This represents a very ma-
terial increase as compared with pre-war
years in the proportion coming from these
two classes. During the five years 1912 to
1916 inclusive farmers and wage-earners
supplied less than 35 per.cent of all the bank-
ruptcies. /

The extent to which farmers and wage-
earners-have been harder hit than the busi-
ness classes by the war and its aftermath is
revealed in the following figures, which show
the percentage increase in the number of
bankruptcies among the various classes since
1912:  Farmers and wage-carners, 195 per
cent; merchants, 103 per cent; bankers and

- manufacturers, 57 per cent, and profession-

als, 17 per cent. It is a startling fact that
seven fimes as many farmer bankruptcies
were reported by the Attorney General for
1928 as for 1912,

Cal Opposes Postoffice Raice

(By Federated Press.) ;

WASHINGTON.—President Coolidge has
come out against the raise in pay demanded
by the postoffice employes of the country.
His Mellons and Daughertys appear to have
persuaded him, for he says that this Pro-
posed expenditure of $125,000,000 on adjust-
ment of postal wages to the cost of living
would have a “disturbing effect on the coun-
try” if enacted.

“Disturbing effect,” is translated into “bad

-

. example to Jabor in all other industries, just
when we are trying to smash the general °

wage level.”
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Commune ‘Heyald

»
TO BE ESTABLISHED .
IN SOVIET RUSSIA

Our delegates are already in
Russia to arrange for a
suitable estate. .

The first, group expected to
leave soon.

Qualified comradés of all
trades may join now.
e v
S. MILLER,
1243 N. Claremont Avenue,
Chicago.

Tel. Armitage 5776
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_with me. But [ never had got hold of the right pre

¢2ICHT) ; - FARMER-LABOR VOICE ; APRIL 1, 1924
Farmér-Labor Forum o) ; The Political “Parlor” l
oo :

The Farmer-Labor Vojce solicits from its
readers a free expression of their opmions
upon all subjects of special interest to the
farmers and industrial workeis generally

Contributions to this Fornm s“ould usaally
be of not more that three hondred words
With these, pen-names only wil le pablishod
il requested. . Bu' name and address ol writer
must accompany each contribition,

The Farmer-Labor Voice assumes no re
sponsibility for the opnnwn- expressed in this
manner.—KD.)

Editér, Farmer-Labor Vdice,

A neighbor today handed me a copy of Farmer-
I,b-n Voice, the first issue, and | must say that he
could not have done me a ‘greater favor. After,
reading it through, 1 feel quite relieved of all skep-
tical delusions as to the third-party idea. 1 knew
for a long time, that there was something wrong

scription—until today. Enclosed you ‘will find my
subscription, for a year. 1 am offering you my
services, to help in any way possible toward further

Jing the cause which this paper is advocating -and K
1 believe this is the clear duty of every true Amer
ican citizen, whether farmer or other worker.| ]
1 am a little “under weather” just now; but as
soon as | am ablf'to get out, T shall hustle up some '
more subscriptions. Am sending one other with
mine, which I got on the way to the postaffice. A .
little later, subscriptions will cogge even easicr
after there have been a few meré Teapot Domes
kicked over, along with the Melon tax issves, In-
terstate Uommerce Commissions, Soldiers’ Bonus
, and other Republican high-life scandals. The .
Harding-Coolidge administration ought to soon be
pretty well aired. Some -of the old ‘“‘stand-pat” .
voters here are already looking white around the
"“f’ Am 'h':ﬁ"' say that [ am not guilty of ever ' o) slaes of jell” set away in the cellar, for to defunct foreign securities, or watered railroad-
Maviag besn alitated pith them, in ety wey “grand” occasions' It doesn’t seem.to be much use stock securities€ 3
In looking through the three county papers which .
I take; I find ‘reporied fifty-fous moFigage foreclo.' 107 People t6 work a farm, for that port of & finish. Hoping that [ have not over-burdened you with
sures and tax-deed notices. But one thing that hits 17 the Government really wanted to do something this long letter, and also hoping that I may be of
me hardest of all—and right between the eyes—is for the farmers, they would use that $50,000,000 to ‘:"‘G feture Inn:-m to the Fd‘,'.“ Farmer-Labor
this “Notice of Execution Sale,” which 1 am enclos- help out in such cases as this—and give at least Party and the Farmen-Labor Vel T romal,
jng. It sure is pretty tough on that. farmer and his a few people a chance. And it would help the banks Yours sincerely,
family. Everything taken away—even down to the here, oo Land -«-ur(n.-a ought to" be preferable Selby, S. Dak (Signed.) 1. B. NILES.
- . ( '
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I I he chtatorshlp Of Hunger
B |
I
I ] "IN GERMANY
) il |
'i forces German workers to_labor long hours for small pay. forces German working mothers to give away their children. [
| | A skilful ‘machinist must work for the same amount of A want ad in a German paper reads: |
Hl nourishmeht | “Will gave away baby immediately after its birth. Neces- |
tl 2 hours in the United States / sary clothing available. Offers to be made by letter. |
}il Thy  “ " Germany Address L. Z. 2172, Agency of Sulz.” I
| .
‘;:' This enables German Big Businéss to produce cheaply Another reads: |
HI To meet German low prices in the world™market, Big Busi- “Will give away forever little daughter aged nine months. |
M ness in other countries must sacrifice profits or reduce the No compensation expected. Offers to be sent to B.'H."1890,
] + scale of wages to the German level. Agency of Lindenthal.” 1
Il '
\ )
H A Defeated Working Class of Germany
11 . |
i IS A MENACE -
1 /
| To the Worki Cl of A 1 !
it t '
o € vy OrxKing ass o merica
I
il - . } N C . ’
I ommittee for International Workers' Aid 5 l
ll. Three American Soup Kitchens e e ¥ .
il . " v
Il supported by the Committee for Chicago, Illineis :
| - . ’ : ; Enclosed find $ it toward the luppon of
il ‘International Workers’ Aid. At So KN . RO :
monthly toward the support of this Kitchen. ‘
f No. 1 - Petersburger Platz No. 3, Berlin &
| No. 2 - Aachnerstrasse, Wilmerdorf NAME-. oo
| o "
l No. 3 - “New York”, Emdenerstrasse ADDRESS
No. 23, Berlin CITY ot
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