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hind with impunity.”
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he strecty “The affair wi
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will & vague remembrance; She had a’con-

ollection of having piley felt lal
sensation in her head when the weather was
storiny, aid of riot haying waked 1l very late
the day dfter tho tempest. She could nof di-
vine;the mystery. A suspicion passed through
hor mind; and sho adroitly threw. out the wine
remining in hor glass, as if it had been poison;
Then: embracing Ivon and Marianne, sho én-
teted her chamber. i
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THE GAFF.

When Blanche entered’ her Simbery
wind ostinguished the vacillating flaimo of the
litde irop lamp “which she, held in he hand.
Ste had forgatten o close herwindow, and the
floor was wet with rain, She ramained a mo-
et fromovdbla snd wnaal Hpon the threle
hold, fof she heard plaintive aud distant crics
comié up from the  sea, and sho trembled ; ‘then
sfie resolutely went towards the window to close
itand draw the bolt,  But at this moment the
sky- and séd were Jilluthinated by an ominous
light which, though dira, even penetrated iato
her room, It was not without great emotioi
that the youngz maiden contemplated the black
horizon, - suddenly tinged with' bloady  purple

and as suddenly returning to the hortor of dark- [ M

=

Falling into one of those. inesplicabled
Joipors which tho great and myslerious specta-
cles of nature” often cduso us, and which are
neither fear nor aiimiration, but a confused mix-
tre fatfier of theso o sentiments, she: re-
mained leaning npon the window, forggtiing
the rair which streamed down her clmt.ks, and

warding the heavens which wére by
abscured by darkness and furcovwed with Jizht

/ Still the strand. and village wera  silent.
BlancheAwas frightendd it this calmness amang

5
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mentin the midst of the furious coivulsions of | I
hatore, - Her

ahation dpereased; a  chill

nbs, and| she attibuted tho

es which she had heard%to anerror of the
imagivation. She had just closed her window,

fund hier hair, which was noflonger refained by
her comb of tortgide. shell; foll in long tresses

upon her shioulders, when the murmur of two
voicas, at the oot of the stdirs leading. to her

room, struck her. with_ astonishment.  With

ight steps, sho. approsched the dogrand i

Aré sou sire thatshs is asleep;, Marianne1?

gy m
|| “1thas been an hour siace she loftus, Ivon,

nnd
ten minutes.”

ja know tho potioa usualiy operates in

The potion ! how that woid terrified Blanch

“Tley are speaking of me,”-said she; but
what— 2

“Ihave a mind togo up, Mariantie,” said

Ivon,

Blanche mechanically detached the clasp of

Ler velvet sponcor:

¢17 eplied the mother; “if she

should wake and find thee thus equiped, the

d vould decfrom fear; and then you
avé 10 make 50 many explanations, io0;
hight would be Jost,?”

‘The night would. be. lost! “repoated

Blancho disteastedly, not knowing what tiean-
ing 1o attach o thesé mysterious words.

“\What we are going 1o do must be very bad

indegd,” said Ivon in a hollow voice, “since o
| must condal. 0. fom oue daghie, o blush
when in her presence/’

13346 cut i that o Dl aBr sEERIGIIS

fiappy,? sdid Marianne, % thatsho should not

b acquainiod with our vight Jabors or afllic-
tions, and that sho should nover knowy with hov

ears we piay for hor welfare, . Should wwe
u sjck or. die; what woull bo hier fate?
wauldst thou sce e begaing her bread ,and
that of her parents tpon the highways, coms

Jpelled t support cold, h\»jger and fosuits 17

€Ol hold thy. peace/ Marjaone, hold thy
pence! let the price be what it syill, I will
amass @ dowry, @ fortune for our davghitar but
belore oing 1 tho siaud, L s s hor loop
| 1will give mo courago.””

Thio maiden let tho peticoar ity sorge

| drag from her limbs, ust as tho sfeps of th

stairs groaned ufidler the heavy tread of the
fshgrmans | Cold from  horror, but partly com
prefiending the mystery whi
siage conversation; she had megely time to
slip under iherwhite vuriains of her bed as Lyon
and Mariane entered, She looked calm, and
a bright smile: played “upon. her Jips,.as her
head rested giaceflly upon the pillow. Hed a
‘| hand lmnn pl‘ncml upon her heart, it would haye.
been fofihid tha it was Beating v.olanu,,hmm
sespiration was sloy and mild:

How beawtful she isuthus! how .puuue;ul
figk slaop is ! safd Iyon, in a low vofee. e
haps she dreams of me, now ;she sees mo
pass in her drears — and ‘1’ am. going —but it

for her, for hor, 1t i hecessarye i8 it not,
Mnrlnnnﬂ O wretoh! wrateh that I am 12

4 §h i suift, Ivon, said the mothor weep-
g ‘and beudlg over Bluicha; sho foushed
lier cheelk lightly ‘with her lips, Sl will pray:
for us, ~Sho will reconcile iy with God.”

“Ivon made & courageou: rtand siriking
s head with a sort of de3pefite rage, said in
arudo voios, “The nmoh paseéd and they are
 waling forus.?

** Atthis mioment tho !-Imbwm M-mnon
arose from the wuves which lasked he baso of|
the rock, and rolled high upon 1l .

«@pidst thou hear that?” demanded Iyon,

with ferocious joy .+ -&'Fhey told us right, The'

Trident ul—huigm. Good aiibain! Take the
aoff, light .WN:M numm
M
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ich betrayed guch a

sories nc ‘magnetized plates,
W/

saroivs, aud 50 oo

mule, before: theo. b, ha, tho ngiso has. not

1| awiened Hancho st iy rata?

Both cast ingering look.upon the.girl, |
Sho was s:niL smiling in ber dream, without
doubt, Ivon and Mariatne: went out: If the
former had returned when at the door of the
chambet, he would have seen the eyes of his
pretty daughter slowly unclose and a tapid look
interrogate, through a fringo of dark eyelids,
But she soon shut them again
ceiving her father’s red woplon

A contrabandist of Oues-
sant, whom she had once seen thus dressed,
and swho had remarked hor aversion. 1o this cols, | !
arysaid with @ chuokla:,  Blood eatnat it
these garments!

Ivon's face was veiled with black crape,
another sinister emblem.

Soarcaly had they gone out when Blancho
sprang out of bed and placed her ear at the
door. For some moments_she heard their
stops ; then thay became: moro indistinet as
they receded; till finally thiey becarne silent in
he" distance, _Blanche ran o. e window sid
saw her father] accompauied by Tom, descend |
the. rocky pat h conducted to the strand.
Mgrianue followed; mounted on the back of a

mule. Blancie, sceing them thus, stemming
wind,and rain, fo tho thick darkness of the
storm; was: terrified, and attempled o unasel
the horrible sccret. which onveloped the exivt-
ence of her family, until then as calm and
péaceful asan uarufled stream. She had re-
ceived the Kisses of her parents with an un-

vleuded soul, not knowing Row dearly. they
paid for her Happiness ; but this samo’ night

she could know all. She did not hesifate.
Again, thecannon boomed dn the distance,
sounding like the deathygatile of a human be-
. Blanche, covered with an old mantlo,
which she usually wore in her moming wall{s
when she went to colléet the floating sew weed:
which vas used as manuge for the sferilo fields
of tlie country, went oul, and, spurred on by
Hor iresistable curioeity, followad. the path her
parents hadtakon. Nt il then did gho seek
to ‘comprehend - their strange iwords which;
while she, could uaderstand thém, had frozen
her soul with instincive fear. Suddenl),hu
feelings burst forth ina slight ery of joy. Fool
that sheawas! Why did she not think before of
the. simplest, the nobles idea, and ono which
ost naturally explained the abrupt phrases,
the compreseod sighs of her father. Undoubt-
edly he was a coast pilor, and. gained a subsist.
ence by that noble, though dangerous profes-
With him, deyotedness was & frade, and
if he trembled every windy wizht, when givilig
her his accustomed evening kiss, it yas becagse.
he might, a few minutes later, become & viefjny
10 the rocks of the cove of Tremblade, and his:
kiss might be bis last. “Foolish ehild ! Had
she not vaguely. suspocted the good Ivén?
“When she blessed him. But frightened at the,
tanger which surounded him,-she uttered a
prayer for his safety, and then nuempxeq 1o
follow im, even (o ‘the Border of the sea.
1t was a difficult enterprise, for at every step |
hor fegt. suitled deep Into the sand.  Truly the
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strand is the  seas’ twin sister, for it Has ‘also its

moving, undulating billows, ‘whish the"wind®
rears oo mounigins and Tollows fnto gulfs,
As Blanche procedted, she magined that sho

saw a sepulohro.of sand open before Hor, and

she had already. begun to repent of her under-
1aking, when suddenly tysterious Jights, 1i
stars, piereed from distance to distance the thick
haze which covered tho shors, The silonce
also was broken, Blanche felt moved with
supersilious fear and recalled to her. mind \he:
extravagant.old tales of spunkies, those pile
demons of tlie water who revenge themsolves
to cauelly upon those mortals who are: bold:
enough (o attempt 10 spy out the mystery &
their nogturnal fetes. Sho took these sipémal-
ural, fsolated, and immovable lizhts, which fl-
Jurmfnated the sirand, to be rays from lhnlrF!-

less eyes, and“alidady believing that she
her shoolder contused with the - prit of an foy
haad, she, froln fear, alided behind n thicket
of sweet broom and heath,s From thence she
could see, withiout, being seen, the details of u
scene, o, horrible that it would require the
brush'of o pnmler tolbe cnmyuhumlud inallis
savage grandenr.

‘The strand suddedy Heatn animated; the
deserted shore which was so silent fill thy
was peopled with a hideous crowd, like the'
white gnomes of Robert-le-Diable rising from their
violafed fombs at The prorapters whistle. The
Tnét boom from the éanon arose, . signal of ku-
pmmu ‘figony, from "the distant vessel. Th
blue lghts shot here and there, and. finally dis
appearéd u the thioket ofbroom where Blunche, |}
more. than alive, lind concealed herself.
“Thie nok of stops in the sand, became roglar, |
voices exchanged words of order, shadows
glided along the broom, and atlast A robust
voung man, covered wilh red serge’ and his’ |
limbs eonfined in drawers of (he sime. nolur,)
Mppud quickly and {'€aid ta,one ol ‘his compane
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l was then mkuu{nvm the table:  Me. Orvis s[bl.a

in defenc of the Resolutipn, and reviewed the
opposition fo it during the
.~ Mis. Abhy Folsom spoke-
“r""h in ﬂw “”'\ o the question.  Mr. Park)
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i i believing it/to
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