Hard Times: 

No Benevolence In A Boss

By a Worker Correspondent

Chattanooga, Tenn.

Sep 20 1930, 3


My husband worked in the U.S. Pipe Shops five years. He would get off at 5 a.m., go back at 7 a.m. and then get off when he could. He did two men’s work and got a salary of $18 a week.


He took ill July 29, but continued work until Friday night, Aug. 1. He was confined to his bed Aug. 2, taken to the hospital Aug. 3, 6 a.m. and died at 10 a.m. on the same day.


His boss never helped him at all, or aided his people with funeral expenses after 5 year’s labor in the shop. I want the people to know there is no benevolence in the boss.







--A Woman Worker

Tries to Sell Flash-Light to Keep Alive
By a Worker Correspondent

Chattanooga, Tenn.

Nov 8 1930, 3


I have been out of work for four months. My wife has given birth to two children during the last year. Now I don’t know what on earth to do.


I only have a flashlight to sell to buy food for my family. But it is hard to sell. Everybody is in the same shape.


You know by this that a fellow is in a hell of a fix. Unemployment insurance is our only hope, or starve.

Tax Refund To Rich Exceeds Hoover Relief

Jan. 3, 1931, 1


Washington, D.C.—In the midst of mass starvation Andy Mellon’s treasury department of the federal government refunded $126,838,333 in taxes to the wealthy bosses of the country during the last year.

Hoover’s Lies


This sum is more than the paltry $116,000,000 appropriated by Congress for fake unemployment relief after so much bickering and Hoover’s talk about runs on the treasury. While millions of workers and farmers are starving, the government not only does all in its power to prevent any increase in taxation of the rich but actually returns them millions of dollar while talking of a treasury shortage.


At the same time figures released by the government show that in 1928 income tax returns revealed that there were 511 people in the country who had a yearly income of over $1,000,000, an increase of 221 over the previous year. These exploiters made their millions out of the workers and farmers who are now starving to death.

Plenty of Cash


The United States Steel Corporation, which runs the Tennessee Coal and Iron Company in and around Birmingham, and has been laying off men by the thousands and cutting wages, received $15,265,343 in refunded taxes for the year. And Andy Mellon is one of the steel corporation men, and the money is turned over in cold cash.


In the face of those cold figures which show on which side of the line property lies, Hoover and Congress talk of the paltry sums appropriated for so-called relief as something the workers should be thankful for to the end of all time. This is nothing but plain robbery of the masses by a handful of people, the greatest criminals the world has ever known. These farts should give more energy to the unemployed workers in their fight for unemployment insurance and relief in cash which, as is seen,  lies in plenty in the pockets of the bosses.

Resists And Wins Against Her Eviction

Charlotte, N.C.

Jan 17 1931, 3


We poor workers here in Charlotte have been out of work and can’t find anything to do. So the landlord says he must have his rent, makes no difference if times are hard. If we don’t have the rent he will come down and throw us out on the street and take the door off and windows out and freeze us so we will have to leave. The most of them take the doors and windows out. It is cheaper than having the sheriff come down and set us out on the street.


The other day the rent collector came to my place and demanded his rent.

 When I told him I didn’t have any money and couldn’t get any way to make money, he began to take the door off. When he did this I got the axe and said, “Look here, if you take this door off you will never take another Negro’s door off.” I meant to knock him in the head if he had continued. Well, he got worried and left the place.


Later in the day the big landlord came down and told me I could stay on for a while.


This shows we must fight for our rights to remain in the house and not let the landlord get us unemployed out when we can’t pay the rent.







A Negro Woman

Stop Feeding Jobless Seamen on Lykes Line

By a Worker Correspondent

Galveston, Tex.

Jan 24 1931, 3


Peg Leg Smith, the dean of all belly robbers, working for the Lykes Bros. Steam Ship Co. has given orders that from Jan. 1, 1931 to not to feed any more unemployed seamen that come aboard the S.S. George Pierre, while laying in any American port for fear that he is feeding a Communist seaman or organizer.


The grease burner is known for his starvation tactics on feeding for other American ships. He was fired in San Pedro, Calif., off the tanker Hougenot [sic] for not taking a bath in three months and robbing the seamen’s food allowance. He was allowed 50 cents a day to feed the seamen and he and the master cut the grub bill to 40 cents to buy booze.










-A McB.

2 Young Workers Do Work of 8 In McWain [sic]

By a Worker Correspondent

Birmingham, Ala.

Jan 24 1931, 3


In the McWain Pipe Company they have cut off the old workers and put on young workers who could keep up with the machines.


They put two young workers where they had eight old workers. Where before they made 6 ft. pipe, they now make 12-ft. pipe. That’s the way the boss does the workers who have worked hard all their lives.


Why don’t you workers see this and organize against the speed-up, long hours, wages cuts and lay-offs. Negro and white workers must fight these things together if they want to win.









A Worker

50 Year-Old Negro Woman Set for Fight
Charlotte, N.C.

Feb 14 1931, 3

I am a Negro working woman who has done all kinds of work, even pick sweep in a cotton mill where we had to pick all of the white cotton off of the lint and spit. But when times got so hard the boss told me I would have to hunt me a job.


I walked from house to house, begging for something to do and could not even find washing or scrubbing.


When I heard of the Trade Union Unity League I went to two meetings and heard the speakers and saw what they were trying to do. I joined up.


I am 50 years old and hope to live to see my people free and the poor white people also.







A Negro Working Woman

Family of 9 Starving; Red Cross Refuses Aid

By a Worker Correspondent

Birmingham, Ala.

Mar 14 1931, 3

I am writing you all a few lines to let you know how good the Red Cross is to us poor people that are without a job. 

I went to them for help. They said they would have to investigate. Two or three days later they came out here. I have a wife and seven children. When they investigated they found us with nothing to eat. However, they said we didn’t need anything and the little children are crying for bread.

I have been over there for the third time and they have not helped me any. I told them I did not want to go out highwaying. I told them if they did not do something, I would have to do things myself. I cannot bear to have my little children crying for bread. I told them it looked like I would have to get me a stick and go about knocking people down in order to get bread for my hungry children. 

Boys, I am ready. 

-Unemployed

Coffin Mills Only Ones Running in Greenville

By a Worker Correspondent

Greenville, S.C.

May 30 1931, 3

Last week I was in Batesburg, S.C. The night shift of the only cotton mill there shut down on Friday and they are talking of shutting down the whole mill. This means that at least 500 workers will have to be going to the Red Cross for some hard bread.

The only thing I saw going good was the coffin factories. There are three of them, and all running five and a half days a week, and they are talking of starting them up at night. This looks like the workers are starving to death. 

-







Worker

Parasite Kills Self

Sep 19 1931, 3

John Lanzel Kaul, capitalist, of Birmingham, Ala., killed himself after a spree at Atlantic City by jumping from a window. Kaul was one of the most vicious labor haters in the South, was always among the worst enemies of any attempt on the part of workers employed in his lumber industry to organize. Kaul was formerly the president of the Birmingham Chapter of the Red Cross, and engaged in other “patriotic” activities that were safe for him. The Birmingham plutes who head lynch mobs will miss their drunken friend.

Hitch Men to Plows in Red Cross Fields

By a Worker Correspondent

Birmingham, Ala.

Sep 20 1933, 3

The capitalists are pressing the workers as never before. People are starving in a land of plenty. 

When I was working I gave my hard-earned money to the Red Cross, and now I am in need and they refuse to help me. 

I passed a field where the Red Cross has 30 men working. Some were rolling vegetables to the edge of the field in wheelbarrows and some were binding them up. I never thought I would live to see the day when men had to pull plows like mules the way the Red Cross is making them do for a very little grocery order. And if you don’t do this, then the Red Cross will stop your groceries. That is what a white man has to do and the Negro’s work is worse. 

The Red Cross will underbid to get a job and make the same worker or another one do the job for just his food.

Some men have to work in waist high water. 

[illegible sentence]

Laundry Boss Cuts Pay After Raise Was Promised
By a Worker Correspondent

Oxford, Miss.

Dec 20 1933, 3


Just a few lines to expose working conditions at the University Laundry, a state institution. A Mr. Wallace is in charge of the laundry. There are some 22 employed, of whom only three are white.


A while ago, Mr. Wallace told the workers their wages would be increased to $30 a month, with no night work. The workers were already getting $7.50 a week, with 10 cents an hour extra for night-work. There were 10 of night-work a week, which made a weekly earning of $34 a month.

No Increase in Pay

When the month was up, the workers found out that they had no increase in pay, but instead $25 a month, with night work as usual, but no pay for it. 


One dollar and forty-five cents had been deducted for the uniforms the workers have to wear. The workers make the uniforms themselves, and the only thing that it furnished is the six yards of white domestic that Mr. Wallace gives. The domestic is worth 48 cents. 

Women Slave All Week in B’ham Laundry for $2.64
By a B’ham Laundry Worker

Birmingham, Ala.

Jan 20 1934, 3


We workers in the Birmingham Laundry got a notification that we would get a raise, but we did not get it. We work five days a week and get $2.64. That is for the colored women. The white women get $4. What can we do after we pay our house rent?


They do not pay us till Monday night. We ask for our pay on Saturday, but they say: “You don’t need it,” But I notice that the boss doesn’t put his work out on credit.

“Speed Up!” Says Boss

The boss says we will have to speed up. We work from 8 till 6 or 7:30: I have worked 18 hours in one day. 


The boss has the Blue Eagles in the window.

Piedmont Mill Cuts Pay Again

By a Piedmont Mill Correspondent

Atlanta, Ga.

Feb 10 1934, 3


We workers in the Piedmont mill are getting yet another wage cut. Throughout the mill, with the exception of the winding room, we are being put on a five-hour shift, only one hour a day, for four or five days a week. The hands that get off the most production will be put on this shift and the others will be laid off. The supers come around now to find out if the hands are getting off production because if they aren’t they will be fired. This is the speed-up and stretch-out. The machines in the speeding room are speeded up so that it is impossible to keep the machinery clean.

Luxury for Mt. Tift


We will only be making $5 to $8 a week. But some of the workers in the Piedmont mill get as low as $1.90 a week. How do the bosses expect us to live on this? Mr. Tift lives in a nice house and has plenty of everything. What does he care how we workers suffer in misery? Everything he got was sweated out of us starving workers. And we are bound to him like slaves, because we have to work some work, or we would starve to death. 


A couple of weeks ago a fuse blew out and all the machinery stopped. We workers had to wait two hours till they got it fixed and we did not get paid for the two hours we waited. Then we had to work two hours overtime the next day to make it up, so the night shift had to wake two hours without pay and they had to work an hour longer at night. If we were organized, they couldn’t do this to us. 

Mill Village All Run Down


The workers’ homes in the mill village are all run down and dilapidated. There aren’t any bathtubs. Two families live in the four-room houses and three families live in the six-room houses. The toilets are nothing but little shacks behind the houses. 


The big boss Tift came around the other day and said to keep the floors and machines cleaner. But he never said that until THE SOUTHERN WORKER exposed the dirty, filthy conditions around the mill. But Tift didn’t hire anymore workers to keep the mill clean. When visitors come to the mill, the workers have to stop the machines and clean up because the bosses are ashamed to have outsiders see the dirt and filth. But the bosses do not care about us workers, who are broken in health because we work in dirt and filth. 

Jim Crow:

Lynch Law at Work

Nashville, Tenn.

Oct 11 1930, 2

A new city ordinance provides that Negroes and whites must be separated on two different floors in all places of amusement. Councilman Elkins, who introduced the ordinance, which was passed unanimously, deplored the “free and friendly way in which both races were mingling in pool rooms” and declared that “such associations would eventually lead to social equality.”

Lynch Law at Work

St. Louis, Mo.

Oct 11 1930, 2

Mary E. Beard and Beatrice Hendrix were thrown off a Missouri Pacific Transportation Co. bus in a driving rain because they refused to occupy the back seat to which Negroes are segregated. The seat was wet from the rain and there were many vacant seats in front.

Won’t Sell Bargain Food To Negroes

By A Worker Correspondent

Oct 11 1930, 3

Birmingham, Ala.—Local groceries, notions and department stores that give special sales on different days of the week in Birmingham sell such as sugar and coffee and other necessary articles at lower prices. They flatly refuse to sell the low-price merchandise to Negroes.


Two unemployed Negroes walked from North Birmingham to town to buy some of the 5 cent a pound sugar because they had only 80 cents. When they went to one of the counters to get the sugar the clerk said “No more sugar” but kept selling sugar to the white people. So they had to walk back to North Birmingham and save the carfare to get something to eat with the little change they had. 

Reply To Misled Worker

Nov 15 1930, 2  


A letter, expressing the white supremacy ideas of the boss class and showing how even some white workers who call themselves revolutionary are victims of these false ideas, has been received by a Communist workers in Winston-Salem, N.C. So important is it to combat these wrong ideas in the minds of workers that we are printing this letter and our reply. We want both white and Negro workers to enter into this discussion, and write in their opinions for publication in the SOUTHERN WORKER. The letter from the worker follows:

Dear Comrade:


I am writing to you in relative to your letter of the 16 in regard to the SOUTHERN WORKER. I went out last Sunday a week ago, got one subscriber, and last Sunday he came back and got his money back. He said it was nothing but a Negro paper. I can’t get subs for a paper that devotes 90 percent of its news to Negroes and 10 percent to the whites.


Personally it does not affect me. But when you approach white workers who still have  the race hatred in them, they simply won’t take it.


I shall vote the Communist ticket straight and get all the votes I can. I wish the Party well. I am not turned against it at all, but I am disgusted with some of the tactics. You know that both the whites and blacks are taught to hate each other, so why not work with them separately until you get them class-conscious, then put them together.


If the Communists had never taken a Negro into the union, I mean here in the South, they would today carry the whole South on Nov. 4. My plan is to get in power, then use legal means to put thru the program.


Now, don’t take this personally, as it is not meant that way, but see, if something can’t be planned out to win the white workers. They are the ones the capitalists use to do all the dirty work, their thugs, strikebreakers, police and national guard. The Negroes are not used very much in this way because the bosses cannot trust them, either can the workers organizations under a Proletarian dictatorship. They will have to be disciplined for 50 years, since the Negro has just emerged from serfdom and is now tasting the fruits of capitalism or thinks he is, thru schools, churches and all the other social orders. He is 50 years behind and cannot make a jump from serfdom to socialism on his own initiative. It will have to be forced on him, so why retard the movement by using them in the limelight, in all the papers and magazines?


Hoping you will consider these few remarks. I am yours very comradely,









C.R.E.  

A Revolutionary?


First we should tell our readers what we know about this white worker who writes in this letter. Like all other workers he has suffered in this crisis, being unemployed for about six months. He was a member of the Socialist Party State Committee of North Carolina for years. He repudiated the Socialist Party and joined the Communist Party last February, but was later dropped for reasons that are evident in his letter.


It is evident to any class conscious worker, that altho [sic] the writer of this letter may call himself “revolutionary”, he represents a point of view that is distinctly anti-labor and is against the interests of both white and Negro workers. In spite of the fact that this worker has left the Socialist Party he still retains the same point of view as that party, as shown by the letter received by a Texas Communist from A.F. Van Blon, who was Socialist candidate for lieutenant governor of Texas, in which he says “You know the South well enough to know that it will not be class-conscious enough for at least 50 years to tolerate voting for a colored man.”

“White Supremacy


This worker has allowed himself to be taken in entirely by the boss talk of “white supremacy.” The white ruling class wishes to make the Negroes appear as “low down,” not quite human, never to be given the same [illegible] as a white—in order to be better able to exploit the Negro workers and farmers after separating them from the entire class. In order to prevent an effective fight against this exploitation and the extreme lynch law pratise [sic], the ruling class uses the system of segregation and jim-crowism to keep the white and Negro workers divided. Any worker who accepts these ideas of the bosses helps to tie the chains of exploitation around him the harder—for it is very clear that no fight can be made against unemployment, low wages, [illegible] working conditions, unless that fight is waged by Negro and white workers together. If it is not the bosses [illegible] will use either the Negro workers against the white, or the white against the Negro in order to suppress that fight.

Negro Paper—White Paper”


The worker tells about the subscriber to the SOUTHERN WORKER who later came back and got his money returned, because it was a “Negro paper” and altho [sic] the writer of the letter says that he personally don’t care “about 90 percent of the news” being devoted to Negroes, it is clear the letter that he does. The SOUTHERN WORKER is no more a Negro paper than it is a white paper. It is a revolutionary workingclass [sic] paper. Just because of the fact that the Negro worker and farmer in the south are the most exploited in the country and the most persecuted because of the fact that the “white supremacy” ideas of the bosses, the A.F. of L. and the socialists have crippled and prevented the organization of the Southern workers—that is why the SOUTHERN WORKER devotes so much space to the Negro question. You see, news about Negro workers is not just for Negroes, nor is news about white workers just for whites—both are for all workers. And in order to make possible a real united struggle against the brutal Southern ruling class, it is necessary to educate the white workers especially and expose to them how they are being fooled by the bosses’ race prejudice.


This worker’s talk about “discipline for 50 years” and “just out of serfdom” is all the same sort of rot that the bosses want to make us believe. Doesn’t this white worker, who has been unemployed for six months, think that he and the other white workers of the South, begging for a bite to eat, are not also kept in serfdom? During slavery the Negroes in the South were chattel slaves, today both the Negroes and the white workers are wage slaves, or virtual peons to white landowners. Shall we then wait until the white ruling class chooses to free us from wage slavery? Not by a long shot! We will fight Negro and white together, to free ourselves. 

Carrying The South


The white worker also says that if the Communist had not admitted a single Negro to a union or to the Party in the South we would have carried the whole South on election day. If we had done as this worker suggests, we could no longer call ourselves Communists, but instead we would just as great traitors and contemptible curs as the A.F. of L officials. The Communist Party is not a “white” party as this worker infers, with the power to exclude Negro workers form membership in it. The Communist Party consists of both Negro and white workers from the membership to the leadership. If we were willing to give up all the principles for which our Party stands, we will agree that we may even be elected to the White House, but then we would no longer be a workers’ party, but just another boss outfit, and there would be a real worker’s party to take our place. But there is no fear of that, fellow workers. The vote obtained by the Communist Party in the South in the election is worth everything for it stands for the uncompromising principles of revolutionary workingclass [sic] solidarity. We are not out merely to obtain votes—the Communist Party uses the election campaign to explain and rally the workers to its entire program.


This worker would also have us organize white and Negro Workers in jim-crow organizations, like the A.F. of L. We all know what that means—crippling the whole working class. The only method by which we obtain our final aim, the overthrow of the present system and the erection of a workers and farmers government, is by the united fight of workers of all races. We cannot first “get in power and then organize” as this worker says. We must first organize—yes, white and Negro together—and then get in power as a workers and farmers government of all races, not by voting, but by struggle.

Demands Rent On Honk of Horn—No?—Evicted!

By A Worker Correspondent

Birmingham, Ala.

Nov 29 1930, 3


I am a colored worker and want to tell you something about how us colored folk are being treated in the segregated neighborhood here.  I live in a house which belongs to Louise Russell on Seventh Street. This lady owns the whole block of shacks in which  we Negro workers live. Some of the shacks are over 50 years old and have never been painted, and have no lights, no toilets and are as dark as some of the basements. For this wonderful palace we Negro workers pay $2.50 a week rent.


His Method


But this isn’t all. Mrs. Russell has an agent who does the collecting and renting. This white gentleman (?) [calls] himself  Morris E. Trotter.  He collects rent every Tuesday morning and has what he calls rules on this rent collection business. He drives up on the street corner and blows his horn. Every tenant must then step up to the front door with the rent ready in his hand. And as he drives along each fellow must walk out and hand him the rent. If we refuse to do this we are evicted next morning. In one case last summer, Mrs. Cunningham, a Negro woman, was sick in bed and could not walk out. So next morning she was carried out with her bed into the street.

If you are a day late with the rent he makes you pay 25 cents extra. If you fail to pay your rent within a week he comes up, locks your door and sells all your belongings.

Evicts Right and Left

Last summer, Mrs. Terling, a Negro widow was out of work and could not pay her rent. So, Mr. Trotter locked the door, then took out all her belongings. She never got a thing back. The rest of the landlords around here are about the same way.


Last week this Trotter locked the door on one Negro family because they could not pay the rent. In the evening when the family came home after looking for work all day long and found the door locked they got mighty mad about it and got the hammer and knocked the door open. This made Mr. Trotter mad. He is now looking for the woman that done it. But at the same time he knows that we colored folks can’t stand his rules no longer. We are going to fight before long.

Bringing Race Hatred On Job
By A Worker Correspondent

Birmingham, Ala.

Dec 13 1930, 3

In the Conners [sic] Steel Works here, I want to tell you how the bosses use one worker against another.


A few weeks ago there were two Negro machinists who were working on a machine for $.28 an hour. The boss got angry with the two Negroes, so he took them off the machine and put two white workers at $.38 an hour.


The white workers were on the machine for a week and the boss found out they could not run the machine as good, so he put the two Negroes back on the job at the same $.28 an hour.


This is the way the Southern bosses bring race hatred between the Negro and white workers. We workers of the Conners Steel Works are going to join the Trade Union Unity League, a revolutionary union that fights for the Negro and white workers and for full political, economic and social equality for the Negro workers.









A Negro Steel Worker

Negroes Fired From City Jobs

Jacksonville, Fla.

Mar 14 1931, 3

Following the announcement of the Mayor of this city that “no white man should be out of a job on the city payroll as long as there were jobs held by colored men,” City Commissioner Anders discharged 28 Negro workers employed by the city and gave their jobs to white workers. 

Among the Negro workers fired there were a number of men who had been working for the city from 10 to 20 years, and as a reward are now being thrown on the street to starve. 

A committee of Negro professional people of the city called on the Mayor to protest this action, but the insults handed out to them by the Mayor was enough to make them desist from their protest. 

Such actions by the white bosses and their city officials by which they divide the white from the Negro workers, can only be stopped by the united organization of white and black toilers together fighting for unemployment relief, without discrimination because of color, and for shorter hours and higher pay on the jobs, without discrimination. A committee such as went to visit the mayor and protest, betrays and misleads the workers and cannot be depended upon. Only a committee backed by both the white and colored workers of Jacksonville and elected by them can present the demands, which will be fought for until obtained. 

Another Jim Crow Law in Atlanta

Atlanta, Ga.

Apr 4 1931, 2

A second Jim Crow Ordinance was passed here by the city council on March 24, providing that people of different races shall not live within a radius of 15 blocks of a school for either whites or Negroes.

Some weeks ago an ordinance was passed prohibiting Negroes and whites from living in the same section or block, which was followed by wholesale intimidation and arrest of Negro tenants living in mixed neighborhoods.

In this way the city government of Atlanta tries to draw the color line very sharply and keep the white and black workers separated so that they cannot organize and fight shoulder to shoulder for better conditions. The League of Struggle for Negro Rights, which has a number of branches here, is carrying on a fight against this segregation and for a unity of black and white workers. 

“Can’t Wash In My Bath, Duck Pond For You,” Yells Parasite

By a Worker Correspondent

Greenville, S.C.

May 9 1931, 3


One of the dirtiest tricks I ever heard of was pulled on me by one of the rich society women in Greenville. She got me to clean her house. When I got through making her house pretty and clean, I went into the bathroom to wash myself. 


“Don’t you go in my clean bathroom,” she shrieked.


“Why, I just clean there,” I said. “I am dirty from cleaning your rooms.”


“You can’t use my clean bathroom,” she told me. “If you want to wash yourself go and wash in the duck pond.”


I was so mad I told her what I thought of her and told her I never would work for her again, no matter how much she paid me.


These rich people think we workers are only good enough to wash in their filthy duck ponds. They think it is alright for our kids to go hungry and naked. Well, we will organize and show them different!

Red Cross Refused to Treat Negro Wounded in World War

Demonstrate Aug. 1st! Protest War on Soviet!

By a World War Veteran

Chattanooga, Tenn.

Jul 25, 1931, 4

The capitalist medicine men are making war medicine.  They are beating war drums and dancing around the fire. Again cannon fodder is demanded. The success of the Soviet Government’s Five-Year Plan and the rising living standard of the Russian workers and farmers are frightening the bosses. The bosses see the Communist government is no longer an experiment but a practicall [sic] system of freedom for the working classes that has come to stay. Hence, the Soviet Government must be destroyed. Therefore, they are starting the hate campaign. Workers, do not be deceived. The capitalists wish to destroy the only workers Government on the globe. The Russian workers got freedom after that last war. I am an American Negro and I will tell you what I got. 
No Bullets

I was drafter [sic] into the Army June 1918, and I was sent to Camp Sherman, Ohio. There I was sent to the Negro Jim Crow camp which was in swampy land along the river. Instead of drilling, all the Negroes were set to work unloading coal, cutting wood and doing the hardest kind of work. Our food was rationed out to us and there was no thought of giving us enough. 

If any of us failed to eat that war bread, that tasted like dirt as much as left a crumb on his plate, that man was punished by being given extra work. We were given no training with the rifle at all. No Negroes were given target practice or permitted to shoot their guns in the U.S.

After ten days of this we were sent to Camp Humphreys, Virginia. This was a Southern camp under Southern officers. As soon as we arrived the Southern officers started in to show “those damn Ohio niggers” their place. They said to us, “You niggers want to say ‘sir’ to a white man in this camp.”
Fight Discrimination

The food was so bad and the treatment so harsh that five days after we arrived there was a riot. It was caused by a plantation boss officer who drew his pistol on about 50 Negroes who did not salute him. They took his pistol away from him and made him dance. The general in command then issued an order that officers would only carry pistols when on duty. All Southern officers always wore pistols, when in command of Negro troops. We were then given rifles, but no ammunition, and sent to Camp Merritt, New Jersey. Every day we were lined up, and searched for ammunition. The officers were afraid to have a single Negro have one cartridge while in the U.S.

After a final search of the Negro troops for cartridges and at the same time issuing ammunition to the white troops we were loaded on the U.S.S. Leviathan.
Made Grave Diggers

On the way to France 500 white soldiers died of the flu. We arrived in Brest right in the midst of the worst epidemic of the flu in history. From 250 to 300 deaths a day. When the white officers found that very few Negroes were dying of the flu, they made the Negroes do all the scavenger and sanitary work in camp. The Negroes all furnished details to dig the graves and to load and unload dead bodies and to cover up graves. 

We did this two weeks and then were sent to the front to an artillery camp. The food was awful and the Negro soldiers were not allowed to go to town and mix with the French people. It was here we learned that General Pershing had requested the French government to Jim-Crow the American Negro. Pershing told the French that Negroes were not good enough to associate with white people. He asked the French government to keep French women away from Negroes. 
Wounded Refused Care

We were next sent to the Argonne Forest to the 349th Field Artillery. After the battle the 92nd Negro Division with its wounded was sent to the rear to rest and receive replacements. It was then decided to send the Division’s wounded to a base hospital. Right here we saw some of the democracy of the U.S.A. we were supposed to be fighting for. 

This base hospital near Treves, France, had lots of Red Cross nurses and was organized in Texas and Georgia. These American white nurses put up such a howl about nursing Negroes that the officers refused to allow the American Negro wounded in this hospital. The Negro wounded were then laid on the ground and we were told that white women could not nurse Negroes and that we would have to furnish tents and nurses and care for our own wounded. The wounded Negroes, some of whom were gassed, laid out on the ground half a day until some Negro soldier notified a French general and the Negroes were taken to a French hospital. 
“Get Back to Your Place”

Back in the U.S. in 1919, we were up against the same old jim-crowism. In Camp Upton, N.Y., we had a race riot on account of our tearing down jim crow signs. Officers told all southern Negroes to go home when discharged and get back in his place. They also told them that it would be a good idea not to wear their uniform home, that southern white people did not like to see a Negro in a uniform. 

You all know that 1920 was the greatest lynch year in the history of the U.S. Do not be cannon fodder again. Remember your treatment during the World War and after. Demonstrate on August 1st! No war against the Soviet workers!

U.T.W. and K.K.K.

By A Worker

Aug 15 1931, 3

Other writers have been writing and telling you about the dirty tricks of the U.T.W., so I thought I would tell you one of them that hasn’t been said yet. Here it is:

The U.T.W. and the K.K.K. meet in the same hall and have ever since they came to Danville.

A.F. of L. Fakers Lead in Hounding Negro Employee

Birmingham, Ala.

Jan 20 1934, 2


Nelson Jackson, a Negro case-worker in the city Transit Bureau, has been fired from his job by government and state officials. It was found that Jackson was using the same stenographic staff as the white case-workers—that is for a few hours a day he was giving dictation to a white stenographer.


Every person whose business it is to keep white and Negro workers apart—so that both can be kept down—set up a loud howl. And the loudest howl of all came from the misleaders of the A.F. of L. The fakers at the head of the Birmingham Building Trades Council passed a resolution demanding that Jackson stop giving dictation to a white stenographer.

White Stenographer Didn’t Object

All this, in spite of the fact that the white stenographer insisted that she had no objection, and that Jackson had acted “more gentlemanly than many of the white case-workers.” 


These actions by the A.F. of L. bureaucrats show clearly that when they say in words that they want to unite white and Negro; they are lying. Actions speak louder than words, and every action by these fakers is meant to help the bosses keep white and Negro separated, the better to oppress them both.  

Negroes Treated Like Dogs on CWA

By a CWA Worker

Fairfield, Ala.

Jan 1935, 4

(Editor’s note: The C.W.A., or Civil Works Administration, was a New Deal program which provided jobs on infrastructure programs during the winter of 1933-34.]

On the C.W.A. I see the water toter carries 2 dippers. One’s called a white dipper. It stays in the bucket. One he carries in his hand. It’s called the black dipper. After all the whites have drunk, the black dipper is given to each Negro and water is poured from the bucket with the white dipper. 

One day there were three white men, with 21 Negroes, and this act was played. All these Negroes drink slavery by pouring it into the black dipper with the white dipper. We are all Jim Crowed from the water and never called a man but a boy. And yet we have to carry a man’s turn and over. I will say that I will be glad when the day comes that a Negro can be a human and not a beast. 

It’s hell not to be treated like a human. It’s hell to know that a man can’t be a man as all men are and be treated like a man. 

The Class War:

Exposes A.F.L. In Danville Gets 60 Days

Nov 29, 1930, 1

Danville, Va.—The striking Danville textile workers are putting up a militant fight in spite of the treacherous slandering of the A.F. of L.

“Slander or Truth?”


William Murdoch, national secretary of the National Textile Workers Union was found guilty of “slanderous remarks” against A.F. of L. officials. Altho [sic] Murdoch produced evidence that the “leaders of the United Textile Workers, Gorman, McMahon and others came into Danville to organize the workers so as to bring about greater efficiency in the mills” the judge ruled the evidence out. The A.F. of L. misleaders in conjunction with the boss men’s judges succeeded in sentencing Murdoch  to 60 days in jail and $100 fine.


In addition to the betrayal tactics of the A. F. of L. misleaders the Danville strikers must now contend with the Red Cross as a strikebreaking agency.  Textile Mills in Alta Vista having closed down, the numerous unemployed were told by the Red Cross to go to Danville to scab or else they would be refused relief.

Workers Fighting


At the same time the government has , its unemployment agency at Greenville, S.C. hiring scabs to ship into Danville.


With a bitter hurricane sweeping down from the hills around Danville, not a single one of the more than 300 pickets scattered at some 30 stations in a 10-mile range deserted his post. Nor was there a single absence reported in the continuing storm.


About 450 scabs are going into the mill. This includes the office force, supervisors, etc.—out of 4,000 regularly employed. Gas is being cut off by the city-owned works to strikers in town, and there is talk of cutting off lights and water also.


Openly the A.F. of L., Red Cross and government are making a united front with bosses against the workers. The only way to combat this is for the workers to organize their own strike committee, kick out Gorman and Kelley, and put up a winning fight against wage cuts, long hours, race discrimination, speed-up and general worsening conditions of the workers.  

A Boss Is a Boss No Matter His Color

Dec 6 1930, 4

Chattanooga, Tenn.—The Negro bosses and business men, just as well as the white ones, are always seeking to protect their own hides. Speaking at a meeting of the Negro Business League, Dr. Sutton Griggs said, “We cannot afford to ignore the problems of the laborer for he is the support of our civilization. (The fat business men—Editor.) The laborer should be urged to be prompt, regular, courteous, efficient and in every way the best laborer that can be found.”


In other words, the Negro business man wants the worker to be a docile, good slave, never murmuring, never objecting to wage cuts or long hours. The Negro and the white bosses work hand in hand when it comes to oppressing the workers.

How the “Black List” Works In Kentucky Coal Regions

By Our Special Correspondent

Oct 10, 1931, 1

HARLAN, Ky.—In their drive to keep the workers of this part of the country in a condition of semi-slavery—the coal operations have a well-functioning “black list.” This region of company scrip, mass starvation while men are supposed to be employed, this land of the 12-to-14 hour day under the terror of thugs also boasts a bosses organization called “Harlan County Coal Operators Association,” which directs the “black list.”


There has come into my possession a typical letter of this gang, to one of the members of the bosses association which shows how they work. The letter is from the office of E.R. Clayton, secretary of the association at Harlan and is addressed to the plant manager of the Black Star Coal Company. The  complete letter is as follows:






“August 22, 1931

“Mr. C.B. Burchfiled, Plant Manager

Black Star Coal Co.

Alva, Ky.

Dear Mr. Burchfield:


“Referring to yours of the 21st—So far as we know


Eugene Austin


Scott Anderson


Harmon Cavin


David Eads


Ogden Miller


Sam Wells and


Leonard Wilder

have not been mixed up in the recent labor troubles. However, for your information the Creech Coal Company has never reported to us the names of the men they have refused to re-employ and any man coming from that section should be put in the doubtful class.


“We have several James Stewarts and it is difficult for us to identify this particular one, some of them are okey while others have union tendencies.


“Everett Cothorn was discharged at High Splint for his activities. Sol Jackson is an old member of the UMWofA; Claude Powell was discharged at Southern Harlan for his activities. We have an A. Rickett and an Arthur Ricket; am inclined to believe they are the same, and an A. Rickett joined the Union at Comet mine in May 1927.


“For your confidential information a meeting of the Executive Committee of the National Miners Union is scheduled to be held around Blackmon some place Monday morning about 10 o’clock.







Yours very truly,







GEO. S. WARD, Asst. Secy.


The “black list” system is only one of the many things against which the miners in Kentucky and Tennessee are fighting.


Through the form of organization now in operation in the mine fields the spies and thugs are having a more difficult time listing men for victimization at the hands of such a gang of dirty blackguards as the Harlan County Coal Operators Association. In spite of the “confidential information” about the Executive Committee of the N.M.U. no such meeting was held at the time and place mentioned.


Such meetings are certainly being held in every section of the Kentucky and Tennessee coal regions, but the bosses can’t find out anything about them beforehand and but very little afterwards. Because the union is rapidly growing they try to send in their spies but a number of them have been caught and exposed, so they will do no more damage as far as spying on the miners is concerned.


Before long the whole scabby gang will be cleaned out of these parts.  

T. Myerscough and Jim Grace Taken For Ride

Oct 10 1931, 1

Spies and thugs of the Kentucky coal operators made another unsuccessful attempt to stop the work of organizing the miners of the South when they took Tom Myerscough and Jim Grace, organizers of the National Miners’ Union for a “night ride” last Friday, and savagely beat Grace and assaulted and fired a number of shots at Myerscough. 

The two organizers were in the Hazard field preparing for a section conference to develop organizational work which would serve these underpaid and starving miners in their coming struggles for the right to live. 
Operators’ Spies Busy

Informed of the organizers’ presence there, undoubtedly by the spies of the operators who refuse to pay decent wages to miners but continue to spend large sums of money on spies, guns, and munitions, as well as special gun-thugs to use them, the finding of the two organizers was not a hard job.

Arrested without warrant in Neon, Kentucky, on Friday night, Myerscough and Grace were taken to Jenkins, Ky., and jailed, although the jail in Neon was only a stone’s throw away from where the arrests were made. 
Inform Blair’s Gun-Men

At Jenkins the “law” that arrested them called up Sheriff Blair in Harlan to inform him of the capture so his murder gang could come and take them “riding.” Overhearing the phone conversation the organizers learned they would be held in jail until 1 o’clock in the morning when Blair’s gang would call for them.


At that hour they were rustled out of Jenkins jail, surrounded by enough police, sheriffs and gunmen to resemble a mass meeting. “Of course we were naïve enough,” said one of the organizers, “to believe they were taking us to the county jail, but we soon learned otherwise.”
Taken to Virginia Line

Instead of the Harlan Jail they were taken to the Virginia state line, put out of the car, denied all their personal property by the thieving thugs, and beaten up and shot at by the Harlan gun-men.

Myerscough was first attacked and in the scuffle, managed to get near the edge of a cliff over which he sprang, taking a chance on lighting without many broken bones. Badly bruised and suffering from shock as a result from the fall Myerscough was able to swing from a tree onto a ledge that had a rock covering, resembling a cave. His fall was accompanied by a fulsilaide [sic]of bullets from the gunmen, but they failed to hit him. Then they began rolling down big rocks, hoping that in case their bullets had not taken effect they would be able to kill the organizer in another way. 

They then turned upon Grace and fiercly [sic] beat him. That either of the organizers is alive is regarded as a mystery. Both were badly battered and when they reached the homes of friends in widely separated places they were forced to rest and recuperate from their experience before they could move around much. 

Both men declare they are anxious to get back on the job of organizing the National Miners Union and that they are more determined than ever to aid in preparing for resistance to the thug rule and to develop the counter-offensive against the bosses on the basis of economic demands. 

Stool Pigeon At Bus Depot Helps Police

By a Worker Correspondent

Feb 6, 1932, 2
Danville,Va.—Workers here have a stool pigeon for the police spotted and we are certainly going to keep track of that bird. He is in the bus station and was found out when he did the dirty trick of calling the police, when he busted open a bundle of mimeographed dodgers issued by the National Textile Workers Union urging the mill workers to fight against wage cuts.

Police Waited Hours


As soon as the lousy pimp saw what the leaflets were he called the police. They hid themselves and waited for several hours until comrade Edward W. Whitt appeared for the package. Then they seized the dodgers and arrested Whitt, but after some time released him as they could get no charges against him that they thought would stick.

Textile Strike Looms


The wage cut went into effect the final days of last month and the workers are talking strike and are joining the National Textile Workers Union by the hundreds. The bosses know this so they are lining up all the stool pigeons to help them impose starvation conditions upon the mill workers.


Well, we are going into this fight to win. We will fight the bosses, their police, their courts and make things hot for the stool pigeons, the police and the rest of the strike breaking gang. None of the working class women will speak to the women of the police, the dicks and such stools as the squealer in the bus station. This is going to be a fight in which we go after everyone connected with the enemy. They talk about driving out active union fighters. We shall see who drives out whom.

Leader of Texas Unemployed Is Killed In Jail

Sep 20 1933, 1

Fort Worth, Tex.—Comrade T.E. Barlow, organizer of the Unemployed Council and candidate for Lieutenant Governor of Texas during the 1932 elections, died on Sept. 2 at the Tarrant County Jail.


All indications point to a foul murder of this leader of the workers, by jailers or by hired thugs of the ruling class. 


Barlow, along with N.H. Macomb and E.E. Hardy, was arrested by police after a mass meeting of unemployed in East Bluff to protest the cutting off of all relief in the city. Some time later Barlow was moved from the city to the county jail, and an hour after he got there he was dead.

Led Jobless Workers


Under the leadership of Comrade Barlow, the local Unemployed Council has grown from a tiny group into an organization of nearly 2,000 active members. The local Councils have been successful in getting relief for starving workers, and in stopping evictions.


The Ft. Worth authorities have already begun their white-washing of the murder of Barlow.


The prison authorities say that Barlow was hurt in a fight with his cell-mate on Sept. 1 and that the cell-mate was released from jail almost immediately after the fight, and is not now to be found. Strange coincidence!


Workers who viewed the body of our comrade report innumerable bruises, cuts and contusions, showing violent and prolonged mishandling by very strong persons.


The militant workers of Ft. Worth and of all Texas will not let this crime against their class go unchallenged. They will do their best to root out and accuse the murderers of Comrade Barlow. They are preparing a mass funeral, at which appeals will be made for thousands of new members to step in the ranks and close the gap left by Comrade Barlow’s death. Out of the fury of the workers at this murder, will grow a movement the strength of which the ruling class never dreamed.

Ala. Miners Down Tools, Defy Strike- Breaking Order of N.R.A Board

Birmingham, Ala.

March 25, 1934, 1


Defying the ruling of the N.R.A Labor Board, 9500 Alabama miners have laid down their tools. They are on strike for union recognition and against the starvation pay and miserable living conditions that prevail in the Alabama mine fields.


Neither the action of the District Labor Board, ordering the miners back to work nor the treachery of the U.M.W. of A officials urging the men not to strike nor the presence of the national guard, cavalry, airplanes, and machine-gun detachments sent by Governor Miller at the request of the operators, could quench the spirit of the miners.

Fight for Union Recognition


Recognize the union! Recognize our pit committees! These are the chief demands of the strike, and to gain these the miners of Alabama are ready to go through hell and high water.


The rank and file miners are furious over the order of William Mitch, district president of the U.M.W. of A. ordering the miners not to strike pending the Labor Board decision, and over his action in stopping the petition of miners for the removal of the labor-hating Acuff from the Labor Board. 

K.K.K. “Gets” White Texan

Sep 1934, 2

    
SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—David Crockett, 24 year-old jobless white worker, is believed to have been “done away with” by Klansmen, following his disappearance and the finding of his bullet-shattered automobile.


“Warning. We are certain you raised the Ku Klux Klan issue in this campaign,” said a note he received the day before his disappearance.  “If you want to remain in good health, tend to your own private business and leave us alone.” The note was signed “K.K.K.”


The issue of the right of Negroes to vote in the Democratic primary has again been raised in this present campaign, with many demanding this right following a U.S. supreme court decision supporting upholding it. Negroes are, nevertheless, still barred from the primaries and the Texas supreme court has upheld this rule.

F.D.R., Gorman Bust General Textile Strike—Many Workers Fight On!

No Demands Met

Pickets Won Victory, But Sold Out by Big Shots

Oct 1934, 1

By Jim Mallory


Despite the open betrayal by Francis Gorman, Green and the entire executive committee of the United Textile Workers, and A. F. of L., together with Roosevelt, of the great textile strike of more than a half million workers, all over the nation, thousands of strikers are refusing to return to the mills without gaining any of their demands, and are over-ruling the back-to-work ruling of the big shots in local unions. 


Reports from the Carolinas, Patterson, N.J., New York and sections of New England, as well as incomplete reports from sections of Alabama, Tennessee and Georgia, indicate that local struggles will continue, with pickets still on duty.


Everywhere I have been, Alabama, Tennessee and Georgia, the comment I hear most of all on the strike settlement is “Maybe we’ll go back now, but we’ll be out again in a month if we don’t get results.”


The breaking of the great national strike by the top leaders, without a single word of concession from the textile bosses, came at a time when workers everywhere were raising the slogan of general strike. I heard this from steel workers, miners, truck drivers, railroad men, even clerks and barbers. It was in the air.


I heard the top leaders of the Tennessee Federation of Labor announce the settlement as a “victory” without once mentioning a single demand of the strikers in an hour and a half of high-faluting talk. But I saw the textile workers all around me, stand silent and grim with folded arms. I heard the deep-felt comment: “Bunk!”


They said the southern workers wouldn’t unite, that they wouldn’t fight, but thousands on day and night picket lines throughout the south, faced machine guns, troops, police and armed thugs without flinching. Forcing the strike on the top leaders who had stalled for months, they kept the mill gates shut, and trusted their leaders to take care of the rest.


The leaders did take care of it for the bosses.


Preparing for the sell-out, Birmingham police illegally seized thousands of Communist leaflets addressed to the textile workers, warning against just such a move. Charlotte police arrested Paul Crouch, Carolina district organizer of the Communist Party, to prevent him addressing a mass meeting on the court house steps. Carolyn Drew was jailed in a Concord, Va., raid, and hundreds of other Communists and militant rank and file workers were slapped into cells or concentration camps on trumped-up charges, or sometimes none at all.

Rome Strikers Are Praised For Courage

By a Worker Correspondent

June 1936, 6

ROME, Ga.—When the final chapter of union labor under capitalism has been written, prominent space should be given to the striking members of the Rome Stove and Range Company, for their gallant fight against the conditions forced on them by labor-crushing employers. On the picket lines before the Stove and Range Company, in the courts facing a judge who hates the workers who elected him to office, and in the jail to which they went singing to serve their sentences, these militant workers displayed a courageous spirit unsurpassed by Southern Labor.


The strike began almost a year ago when the company discharged a number of workers because they belonged to the union. Also they attempted to force a wage cut on the workers. Just as soon as the strike was called, the stove company incorporated a group of 50 thugs into Rome, armed them with modern warfare equipment and set out to break the strike regardless of the cost. The union answered this challenge with a mass picket line around the mill.

Thugs open fire


The thugs opened fire on the union men when they attempted to keep scabs from going into the mill. One union leader was murdered, and several were seriously injured. Among the injured were some women.


During all the months that followed the union spirit never faltered and the mass picket line did not grow any smaller. The foundry bosses, seeing that they could not break the strike with their high-power gun thugs, went to Judge Porter and got a sweeping injunction against the pickets. The day after the injunction was granted, a mass picket line surrounded the plant as usual. It was impossible to arrest all of the people at once, so the stool pigeons of the bosses took down the names of everyone they recognized and turned them in to the judge. The next day the sheriff went out with warrants. Sixty workers were arrested and convicted of contempt of court. They were all put in jail to serve sentences ranging from five to eight days.


When they went to jail, they marched down the streets of Rome in a body singing union songs. The 60 empty places in the picket line were immediately filled by sympathetic people. There have not been any more arrests since then, though the picket line still keeps up before the mill and the strike continues as strong as a year ago. The workers of Rome are just as confident and brave today as they were the day the strike began.

Southern Justice:

Men And Mules

Nov 15 1930, 4

Montgomery, Ala.—It is more expensive to feed a mule than a Jefferson county convict. The county spends 14 ½ cents a day for feeding a convict, while it costs them 55 cents a day to feed a mule. John S. Harris, prison board member, prides himself on the fact that by feeding the men worse than the mules, he has saved the state $75,000.

Terror Rages Against Birmingham Workers;
Kill 1, Wound 4, Jail Communist Organizer;

Using Williams Shooting as Pretext to Stop Fight Against Starvation

Birmingham, Ala.

Aug 15 1931, 1

Bulletin: Birmingham, Ala.—Harry Jackson, District Organizer of the Communist Party, was arrested here in connection with the reign of terror being carried on against workers, using the Williams shooting as an excuse. He is charged with vagrancy. A special police squad has been appointed to smash up the growing movement here in the fight against wage cuts, unemployment and for the release of the Scottsboro boys and Camp Hill croppers. They have orders to arrest leading Communists. 

Since last Tuesday night, August 4th, when it was reported that a Negro had robbed and then killed one white society lady and wounded two others in Shades Valley, near this city, the police department, special officers and petty bosses of the railroads and steel mills here have led an unabated reign of terror against the Negro workers. 

This campaign, having as its objective the terrorization of the Negro workers and the division of the black and white workers in the midst of mass starvation and on the eve of further wage cuts, has so far to its credit the following brutalities. 
Kill Negro Worker

Ed Edwards, 19, unemployed Negro worker, was shot thru the head and killed and his cousin Will Edwards, 16, was wounded in the legs while they were on board a freight train leaving the city. They were shot by members of the lynch posse.

Charlie Horton, 30, Negro worker, was taken from his bed at 3:30 in the morning, by two policemen, whom the police department called “bogus,” carried two blacks down the street, a revolver pressed to the back of his neck and was shot. He is in a dying condition. Communist literature was found in his house by detectives after he had been shot. 
Negro Neighborhoods Shot Up

James Bennett, Negro worker, was shot by two white men who said they were officers, but whom the police department claimed were “bogus,” at night near Powderly. The lynchers fired at him without questioning him and left him on the roadside. He was wounded in the arm and abdomen. 

A Negro café was bombed in the Woodlawn section of the city. 

A group of Negro workers standing on a street corner was fired upon by white [illegible] in an auto. 

[Illegible] Williams, 20, was wounded by white men in an auto when they fired into a picnic gathering of Negroes near Newcastle.
Try Frame Workers

The local newspapers are carrying on a vicious incitement campaign against the revolutionary workers, charging the Communists with the murder and with hiding the criminal. Framing editorials and news articles are carried in the papers holding the “Reds” responsible. Warrants are out for leading Communist organizers. 

Three young Negro workers—Eugene Braxton, 21, John James, 20, and David James, 27, were pulled from bed by the police and arrested because Communist literature was found in their house, and they attempted to frame them on this charge. When the girls could not identify them, they were tortured and beaten unconscious by rubber hose, by the police in an unsuccessful effort to get from them the names of members and sympathizers of the Communist Party in the city. They are now being held on vagrancy charges and are being defended by the International Labor Defense. 
Black Judases

Rewards totalling [sic] over $3,000 are being offered for the capture of “the Negro.” Negro business men, preachers, and “race leaders” have joined in offering this reward and have also offered to act as stool-pigeons for the police department. The local Negro newspapers are joining with the big boss press in denouncing the Communists and crawling submissively before the white boss monster.

The Communist Party and the Young Communist League distributed 16,000 copies of a leaflet exposing the lies in the boss press and calling for mass action of white and Negro workers against starvation, wage-cuts and terror. The leaflet demands the immediate release of Braxton, John and David James. The leaflet points out that Southern Railroad, the L. & N., Central of Ga., and other roads are preparing wage-cuts by putting Negro workers on reserve lists to be called back if the workers strike against the wage-cuts. The Tennessee Coal and Iron Co. and the coal mines are also preparing more wage-cuts and mass lay-offs. The Communists call upon the white and Negro workers not to permit themselves to be divided and terrorized by this campaign of terror and to fight together against starvation. The leaflet also calls for the release of the Scottsboro boys and the Camp Hill croppers.

Wholesale searches, beatings and arrests continue thruout the city and surrounding territory. Negros walking the streets carrying packages are searched for Communist literature. White bosses complain that Negro servants are taken from their houses by mobs and grilled. The sheriff put a stop to this, for the white bosses are not to be inconvenienced. All unemployed workers on incoming and outgoing freights are taken off and not permitted to leave. 
I.L.D. Wires Protest

The Southern District of the International Labor Defense sent the following telegram to Chief of Police Metcalf of Birmingham on the day the terror began:

“We hold you responsible for the safety of all those arrested in connection with the Williams shooting. We demand the immediate cessation of the reign of terror against Negroes in Birmingham and the immediate withdrawal of the lynch posses. We demand the right of the Birmingham workers to defend themselves against lynch mobs and against the shooting up of Negro neighborhoods. 

“We warn you against any attempt to smash the Communist Party or other working class organizations by framing militant workers, using the Williams shooting as an excuse. This is the same as the terror in the Scottsboro and Camp Hill cases against which there has been world-wide protest.”

A second telegram was sent when there was no reply from the first one and the terror continued. Thus far there has been no accounting from the Birmingham police 

department.

“All Legal Forms Strictly Observed”

April 18 1931, 4


“Alabama is to be commended upon the dispatch with which this matter was disposed of.”


That is the editorial comment of the Chattanooga Times on the farcical and speedy trial at Scottsboro, Ala., which in three days sent eight Negroes to an electric chair lynching.


Rushing to the defense of boss terrorists and the legal lynching perpetrated by the state of Alabama, the Atlanta Constitution yaps: “The governor and people of Alabama deserve the praise of the whole country for the manner in which they handled the perpetrators of the repulsive outrage.”


The Birmingham News, indignant at the ringing protests against the dastardly legal lynching raised by workers thruout [sic] the country thru [sic] various working class organizations states that the International Labor Defense should know that “the trials were conducted in an orderly manner, that there was no mob violence, that all the legal forms were strictly observed.”


The Southern ruling class, thru [sic] its press rushes to the defense of its whole lynch law system. “The activity of the International Labor Defense can be regarded only as meddling,” says the Birmingham News, organ of the United States Steel Trust.


Yes, meddling, gentlemen! The workers are meddling and will meddle in increasing insistence at this latest outrage of Southern ruling class tyranny. Two weeks after their arrest with lawyers appointed to their defense by a lynch law court, eight young Negro workers were sentenced to die in the electric chair, for a crime against two white prostitutes—a crime which has by no means been proven against them. With “all the legal forms strictly observed,” if you please, the electric chair of the sovereign state of Alabama is to take the place of the schoolhouse at Maryville, Mo. A lynching is a lynching, whether done by a boss-incited mob in the open, or from behind the austere top of a judge’s desk.


The death sentence is directed not only against the eight Negro youths but also against all the Negro toilers and the white workers and farmers as well. The mob of 8,000 at Scottsboro, at the opening of the trial was composed mostly of white farmers—destitute, in rags, wondering where their next bite of food was to come from. THESE ARE NOT LYNCHERS—THEY ARE THE TOOLS OF THE LYNCHERS, MISLED AND CONFUSED INTO YEARNING FOR THE BLOOD OF THEIR FELLOW NEGRO WORKERS, BY THE WHITE RULING CLASS. For fear that, in their search for food to keep from starving, the might DIRECT THEIR DEMANDS AT THE WHITE LANDOWNERS AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, the rage of the starving farmers is INSTEAD DIRECTED AGAINST THE NEGRO WORKERS. It is the boss method of keeping the Negroes suppressed and starving, so that they can be used against the white workers and farmers.


This diabolical purpose of the ruling class must be met by a determined struggle on the part of the white workers as well as the Negroes on the drive of terror against the Negro workers and farmers, of which the Scottsboro case is but one of a series of outrages.


Let both Negro and white workers organizations arrange for meetings and demonstrations of protest, flood the office of the Governor of Alabama and the trial judge, Hawkins, with resolutions of protest.


Make the May Day demonstrations an outstanding example of white and Negro workers’ solidarity in the struggle against boss terrorism!


Demand a new trial for the eight Negro workers condemned at Scottsboro, with Negro workers on the jury.


Demand the right of armed Negro and white defense groups to protect the prisoners against any attempted mob terror!


Join the struggle for Negro rights, for the right of the Negroes in the Black Belt, where they are in the majority, to govern themselves!


DEMONSTRATE ON MAY 1st!

The Scottsboro Facts
April 25 1931, 4


The complete innocence of the nine Scottsboro boys of the crime with which they are charged is conclusively shown by the story told the International Labor Defense representatives by the boys in an interview in the Birmingham jail. The boys’ story is supported by facts obtained in independent investigations.

Swift Railroading

Without even considering the evidence and the court records, the speed with which they were railroaded points to a vicious frame up. The boys were arrested at Pain Rock, Alabama, on March 25, arraigned on the same day and committed to jail without bond on a charge of rape. Judge Hawkins immediately called a special term of the grand jury when convened on March 30, immediately indicted the boys and committed them to jail all in one day. Judge Hawkins set the trial for April 6, horse-swapping the day, calling in a special term of court for this day when thousands of outsiders would be in the town. In three days all the boys were convicted and sentenced to the electric chair, with the exception of Roy Wright, who is only 14 years old, and turned over to juvenile authorities, who are to return him to the court for trial and sentence if he is found to be incorrigible. In two weeks without being given time to prepare their defense or take as their lawyers other than those appointed by the court itself and a thoroughly indepenable [sic] lawyer sent from Chattanooga, the boys were given a legal lynching. 


The facts as thus far gathered are: Andy Wright, Roy Wright, Haywood Patterson and Eugene Williams, all friends and from Chattanooga boarded the freight train in their city on the way to Memphis in search of work. Olin Montgomery was travelling alone. Norris and Weems were traveling together, as were Willie Robinson and Ozzie Powell. None of these groups knew each other and met for the first time when they were taken off the train at Paint Rock. When taken off the train, they were taken off in four different groups and from four different cars, widely separated on the train, which consisted of about 15 cars.

Negroes in Freight Hop Off


At about 12:30, near Stevenson, a fight started between white and colored boys, in a gondola. The white boys evidently got the worst of the argument and hopped off the train at a point outside Stevenson, which about 18 miles from Paint Rock. About ten minutes after the white boys jumped off, the colored boys who had participated in the fight also hopped off the freight.


The train stopped at Paint Rock, where two groups of armed deputies on each side of the train combed the train from engine to caboose, and rounded up everybody they could find on the train. The roundup resulted in the nine boys and the two girls dressed in overalls. None of the boys had seen the girls before or knew on what part of the train they were located.

At the time of the arrest, the deputy, who had evidently deputized the others, stated that he was picking them all up for hoboing. The nine boys were confronted with the two girls at Pain Rock. The sheriff asked the two girls in these boys had done anything to them and the girls answered no.


They were all taken to Scottsboro in autos. In the Scottsboro jail, the sheriff continued to confront the boys with the girls and kept yelling and insisting that the girls identify these boys as having attacked them. The girls refused on several occasions, and made but indefinite charges, but were finally bulldozed into making the charges.

Intimidate Norris 


It is reported that the white boys, who were forced off the train at Stevenson, had someone telephone ahead to stop the train and get the white boys who had forced them off. The deputy’s posse stopped the train to arrest the Negro boys who had fought the white boys. Instead they found the nine defendants who remained on the train because they did not participate in any fight and had nothing to fear. When the two girls were also found on the same train, the immediate lynch law cry of “attacking a white woman” was set up.


On the evening of the first day of the trial, when it was evident that the state had no case against the boys the Sheriff beat Norris, and told him that if he did not take the stand and confess, he would never get off the stand alive, but if he turned state’s evidence he would let him go. Norris, intimidated, and believing the promises, took the stand the next day and “confessed” against the other defendants. 


The two girls, Victoria Price and Ruby Bates, are notorious prostitutes. Ruby Bates had previously been arrested for “hugging” a Negro on one of the main streets of Chattanooga. 


From the very day of the arrest everything was done to rouse lynch spirit and create the atmosphere, if not for the lynching by a mob, then for lynching in the courthouse by the State of Alabama. The state kept its contract with the mob and the defense lawyers—no lynching by a mob providing the boys were sent to a speedy chair lynching. These facts will be conclusively shown in the records of the trial.


The boys are innocent. Demand their immediate release, and a new trial before a jury of workers, at least half of them Negroes, to expose this frame up!

Errand Boy To Die For White Woman’s Crime

Sep 26 1931, 2


Meridian, Miss. (NCA)—Irving Pruitt, errand boy for Mrs. Louella Williamson, a wealthy white woman of this city was sentenced to be hung yesterday. His crime was that he obeyed the orders of the women for whom he worked and secured poison for her which she administered to her baby. The infant died. Mrs. Williamson was sentenced to life imprisonment, which owing to her special position and color will probably be reduced to a term of a few years.


The boss class in its reign of terror against the cruelly exploited Negro masses are [sic] utilizing ever pretext to carry forward their [sic] campaign of legal lynching.


The court which sentenced an errand boy to death for performing the errand demanded by his boss, is the same court in which the leadership of the N.A.A.C.P. contends the Negro masses can secure justice. 

Murder Charges Hurled Against Judge, Sheriff, Deputies Of Tuscaloosa County By I.L.D.

Startling Document Laid Before Grand Jury Proves Deputies Met No Lynch Mob; Slew Boys With Own Hands; Judge Foster, Sheriff Shamblin Aided Plot.

Sep 20 1933, 1

Into the midst of the Tuscaloosa grand jury, which has been quietly “whitewashing” the foul murder of two young Negro boys, the International Labor Defense has fearlessly hurled its charges that three deputy sheriffs, the county judge and the sheriff of Tuscaloosa County are the murderers of Dan Pippen, Jr. and A.T. Harden, lynched on the night of August 12.


These startling charges of the I.L.D. are contained in a document which set forth conclusive evidence that Judge Henry B. Foster, Sheriff R.L. Shamblin, Deputy Sheriffs Harvey W. Holeman and Murray Pate, and Private Detective W.I. Huff, committed or abetted the murder of the two Negro youths. Holeman, Pate and Huff are charged with shooting with their own hands, the prisoners in their charge. Judge Foster and Sheriff Shamblin are charged with directing the murder plot.


Copies of the amazing document have been sent to the Tuscaloosa grand jury, to Governor B.M. Miller, to Attorney General Thomas E. Knight, Jr. of Alabama, to President Roosevelt, and to U.S. Attorney General Cummings.

Demand Indictment of Officials for Murder


The I.L.D. is demanding the immediate indictment on charges of first degree murder of Foster, Shamblin and the deputies.


The letter to the Tuscaloosa grand jury follows in essence:


To the Special County Grand Jury investigating the murder of Dan Pippen and A.T. Harden, Tuscaloosa, Ala.:


The International Labor Defense accuses Deputy Sheriffs Murray Pate and Harley W. Holelman, and Private Detective W.I. Huff, all of Tuscaloosa, Ala., of shooting with their own hands, murdering and lynching Dan Pippen, Jr., and A.T. Harden, Negro boys, on the night of August 12, 1933, while these boys were in their custody.

Judge and Sheriff Are Accomplices


We accuse Judge Henry B. Foster and Sheriff R.L. Shamblin of Tuscaloosa, Ala. of helping to direct this lynching, and with being the direct accomplices of the three officers named above, in this murder.


We demand the immediate indictment on charges of first degree murder, the arrest, removal from office and prosecution with application of the death penalty of the above-named Harley W. Holeman, Murray Pate, W.I. Huff, Henry B. Foster, R.I. Shamblin, all of Tuscaloosa, in the murders.


The officers state, and there has been no contradiction, that they left Tuscaloosa with their prisoners at 9:30 in the evening, and that the “kidnapping” which they charge occurred took place at 12 midnight, two and a half hours later, and more than 40 miles away from their point of departure. That these officers should take as long a time as this driving 40 miles, on good roads, is not credible.

Plotted to Murder Negroes


The sheriff stated that the car in which they transported Pippen, Harden and Clark, was accompanied for the first fifteen miles from Tuscaloosa by an escort car loaded with deputies, and that these deputies were sent back to Tuscaloosa after those first fifteen miles had been traveled. In the light of further developments, this is a clear indication of a plot to murder the three Negroes.


The officers stated that they were met, 23 miles from Birmingham, by two cars filled with armed men, who took their prisoners from them. They make no claims of having offered any resistance to these men. Even if this theory, which we charge is false, on this basis alone the officers charged with the protection of their prisoners are guilty of murder.

Terrorize Third Prisoner

The story attributed to Elmore Clark in his statement before the Grand Jury … we charge was forced from him by intimidation and terrorization.


We charge that they chose a circuitous route, but out of the way, in order to find a quiet spot in which to murder their prisoners. We charge that the decoy car sent out along the main road to Birmingham at nine o’clock on a Saturday night could have brought back no other report than that at such a time the road was too thickly traveled to permit the carrying out of the plot, of which we charge Judge Foster and Sheriff Shamblin with being the instigators and planners, of murdering these three prisoners out of hand.


In a conversation with Frank B. Irwin, Birmingham attorney for the International Labor Defense, Judge Foster refused to grant him permission to interview Harden, Pippen and Clarke in Tuscaloosa county jail after Irwin had been retained by the relatives of these defendants. Judge Foster said in so many words that his reason for this refusal was that “he did not want another Scottsboro case in Tuscaloosa.”


In a statement of justification for the lynchings, after they occurred, Judge Foster said that “a determined feeling to keep this from being another Scottsboro case” had prompted them. Since he himself announced that he had this “determined feeling” before the lynchings, this statement must be referred to himself, and his complicity is established out of his own mouth.

Judge Threatened Murder


It is recorded in an affidavit by I.L.D. attorneys present at the time that Judge Foster in court on Aug. 2 threatened to kill with his own hand the sender of a telegram denouncing his action in barring the attorneys from the case after they had been retained by relatives of the defendants.


We accuse Judge Foster of encouraging the murders, which did occur, by a pronouncement on the bench of his court quoted above.


We accuse him of the murder of Pippen and Barden for the purpose of avoiding another “Scottsboro” exposure of  his own court.

Sheriff Was Party to Plot


We accuse Sheriff Shamblin of plotting, together with Judge Foster, the murder of Pippen, Harden and Clarke, and with direct complicity in carrying out this plot.


We accuse Sheriff Shamblin of being a party to this plot, and of ordering the prisoners taken out of Tuscaloosa jail in full knowledge that they would be murdered by the deputies in whose charge he put them, and with the intention that they should be murdered.


His complicity is proved by his failure to charge his deputies with a murder which they clearly committed, by his announcement that he would “back them to the limit” in the Grand Jury investigation, permitting the immediate burial of Pippen and Harden, the day following their murder, without an autopsy, permitting and abetting the destruction or obliteration of all clues to the murder at the scene of the crime.

Grand Judy Is White-Washing Body


In making these demands the International Labor Defense holds for no illusions about the role of the Grand Jury addressed, pointing out that the fact that it is composed solely of white business men, professionals and landlords of the same “better class” element which promoted and carried through these lynchings, that its “investigators” are directed by Atty. Gen. Thomas E. Knight, Jr., whose activities in attempting to legally lynch the nine innocent Scottsboro Negro boys are notorious throughout the world; that it was called and is directed by Judge Foster, whom we accuse of the murder under investigation, are sufficient proof of its intention to whitewash the lynchers.





The International Labor Defense in the name of hundreds of thousands of Negro and white toilers. 


Win Release of Eight Jailed in Birmingham

Workers Arrested Under Jim Crow Law While at Union Conference

Birmingham, Ala

Nov. 15 1933, 2

The workers of Birmingham have won a great victory. They have forced the police and city officials to release from jail, without any charges at all, seven delegates arrested on October 22, at an unemployment and trade union conference. Only one worker was held for a short period. 

The police, headed by the notorious murderer, Officer Moser, of the Red Squad, thought that they would have the eight workers in jail and give them long sentences for violating the unconstitutional Jim-Crow assembly ordinance of Birmingham. The ordinance forbids white and Negro to meet together. 
Flood of Protests

But the police officials—who do what the employers want them to do—were mistaken. Within twenty-four hours after the arrests, the city heads and Judge Henry Martin, who was to try the case, were snowed under with protests from workers and organizations. They knew that two things were at stake in these arrests: their right to organize for better conditions, and the right of white and Negro toilers to meet together. They knew that although there has been a lot of ballyhoo about the N.R.A. giving us the right to organize, this talk is just so much fakery. The right to organize has to be fought for and won. And that right was at issue in the arrests of October 22.
Ready to Fight Jim-Crowism

So strong was the wind of anger and protest that whirled about the ears of the city officials that they did not even dare to bring the workers to trial. They did not dare to press the Jim-Crow ordinance charge, especially when they saw white workers ready to go to jail for the right of white and Negro to meet jointly. The International Labor Defense, which defended these workers, announced that it was ready to fight the ordinance to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Arrested at Workers’ Conference

The Birmingham workers are determined to get cash relief and more relief for the jobless, and to organize in a union against the wage-cutting policy of the N.R.A. They sent delegates to a conference on October 22 to the Old Pythian Hall, called by the Unemployed Council, and the Rank and File Trade Union Committee. 
Arrest Wirt Taylor

Before the meeting could even begin, the police entered and arrested four white workers and four Negroes. The whites were Bill Stone, Syd Brown, Marcus C. Ellis, candidate of the workers on the ticket of the Communist Party for head commissioner in the recent city elections, and Wirt Taylor, organizer of the Unemployed Council and outstanding Southern leader. The Negro workers were John Howard, Will Hosea, Homer Martin, and L. Sullivan. The police stole the documents of a delegate of the Switchmen’s Union of the Railroad Brotherhoods. 

But within three days the organized protests of the workers had forced the unconditional release of all those arrested. 

Bail Forced For Angelo Herndon; Appeal To Go To U.S. Supreme Court

By John Greer,

I.L.D. Attorney with Ben Davis,

Jr. for Angelo Herndon

Jul 1934, 4


ATLANTA, Ga.—Bombarded for a year and a half by protests from all over the country, and from workers in other lands, the state of Georgia has at last been forced to grant bail for Angelo Herndon, militant young Negro leader of the white and Negro workers who has been sentenced to 20 years on the chain gang. Lee B. Wyatt, trial judge, though yielding to the tremendous mass pressure organized by the International Labor Defense, set the bond at $15,000 and has refused to reduce it up to the present time.


Meanwhile Herndon’s conviction on the charge of “attempting to incite insurrection” which was upheld by the Georgia Supreme Court May 24th is being appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court by the I.L.D. Herndon’s arrest and conviction grew out of his leadership of a demonstration that was successful in forcing thousands of dollars of relief for Atlanta workers.

Supreme Court Trickery

The Georgia Supreme Court, in affirming the vicious sentenced handed out to this young working class hero, gave a unanimous decision, with the exception of the Chief Justice, who was absent. Regarding this decision the Chief Justice said: “I would have dissented. The other judges knew that I was in disagreement and chose a time when I was in the hospital to write the decision. The evidence did not warrant a conviction.”

Negroes Have No Rights
The entire decision written by Judge Bell is a new, vicious attack upon the working class and particularly upon the rights of Negroes. The decision said in effect “that Negroes in Georgia have no rights which the southern ruling class is bound to respect, that Negroes cannot serve on juries because they are all incompetent, and that it is perfectly all right to insult them in court by calling them ‘darkies,’ etc.


Herndon, undaunted in spirit and determination, has begun to break down in health under the long imprisonment, vile treatment and rotten food. Fulton Tower authorities will not allow him food from outside and refuse to give him most of the reading matter which is sent him, while they threaten tortures. A delegation organized by the I.L.D. and backed by mass pressure, finally forced an examination of Herndon, which revealed incipient tuberculosis, but he has been refused removal to a hospital. 

Reign of Terror


Meanwhile, Rev. John Hudson, assistant solicitor general, on the basis of the Georgia Supreme Court decision, has unloosed a wave of terror aimed at smashing all workers’ struggles in Atlanta. The I.L.D. calls upon all workers to send protests to Gov. Talmadge of Georgia, to Judge Lee B. Wyatt, Atlanta, while, at the same time, rushing funds to the I.L.D. national office, 80 East 11th St., New York, to help raise the bail which will free Herndon from Fulton Tower.

Warrants Try Outlaw Reds, Workers’ Paper

Drive On to Deny All Rights in Birmingham

Sep  1934, 1

BIRMINGHAM, ALA.—A renewed attempt to drive the Southern Worker and the Communist Party into illegality has been launched by the Birmingham police department, with the arrest of two workers and the seizure of the entire August edition of the Southern Worker.


The warrant sworn by J.T. Moser, red-baiting specialist of the police department known for his brutality and killings, charges Israel Berlin and Fred Keith, the workers arrested when the Southern Worker was seized, with “becoming a member of a group of persons styled as Communists, formed to teach or advocate the overturning of organized government by force.”

Call For Mass Protest


Pointing out that if the bosses and their police are allowed to railroad through a conviction on such charges, no worker will be safe to join any organization to struggle for better conditions, the Communist Party and Intl. Labor Defense called for thousands of protests to Judge Martin and the City Commissioners, and for a mass turn-out to pack the courtroom at the trial, Wednesday, August 15. 


The warrants also charge that the Southern Worker is libelous, scurrilous, abusive, intemperate and prejudiced to good morals on the basis of passages marked by John Foster, city attorney. All of these passages are reprinted in this issue. They include the paragraph exposing the K.K.K. and White Legion as Fascist in the editorial on page 6, the worker correspondence letter on page 4 headed T.C.I. Shutdown Throws Workers Out To Starve and the exposures of the lynch verdict against the Scottsboro boys, as well as a repetition of the John Howard Lawson statement for which he was charged with criminal libel.

Conviction Appealed

Israel Berlin is now out on bond awaiting an appeal of his sentence of six months on the chain gang and $100 fine because of his distribution of a Communist Anti-War leaflet for August 1 which read, “If you (the capitalist class) do start a war we will unite our ranks against you, and use the guns you give us to drive you from your seats of power, and take for our own this land which we built.”

“This arrest is just part of the whole drive of the T.C.I. and other big capitalist interests against the workers,” said the I.L.D. in a statement. “This vicious drive is in direct violation of our constitutional rights and looks very much as if the Birmingham police and courts, in cooperation with the White Legion and K.K.K. are trying to ape Hitler.”

“Our answer must be the most tremendous flood of protest from every worker and workers’ organization, shop, mill or union. Everyone who is interested in the basic rights guaranteed by the Constitution must show it now, if ever.

Try Frame New Fascist Laws

Following White Legion suggestion, Eugene Connor, Democratic nominee for the state legislature, has announced his intention of introducing a law barring non-Alabama lawyers from courts in the state. Connor boasts this is aimed directly at denying the nine innocent Scottsboro boys their defense.


Chief of Police Luther Hollums has also announced he will seek legislation “to combat future agitation.” “We need laws,” Hollums says, “to prohibit agitation of strike violence, to prohibit meetings which would end in riots; to prohibit spread of propaganda advocating intermarriage and inciting race hatred.”

I.L.D. To Defend Carolina Farmer Framed To Die

Durham, N.C.

Mar 25 1935, 2


Emanuel Biddings, Negro share-cropper, sits today on death row in the Central Prison at Raleigh, N.C. He has been condemned by the boss courts of North Carolina because he dared to protest against robbery by his landlord, and because he defended himself when his landlord was going to kill him. 

Book Burners Defeated

By Julius Reiss

“The right of the people to be secure

in their person, house, papers, and effects

against unreasonable searches and

seizures shall not be violated …”

Constitution of the United States


New Orleans is known throughout the South as a glamorous and romantic city. From far and wide people come to wander through its French Quarter and to learn the famous legends associated with this famous city.


One of the most famous and romantic legends is that the ghost of the notorious pirate Jean LaFitte may still be seen. That is only legend, but fact is that real pirates are still loose in this most corrupt and vice-ridden of cities. And this is the story of a raid these pirates made recently .


What they were trying to force off the gang-plank was not a man, but ideas, the right to think, freedom of speech, civil rights, all that the American people hold dear.


On May 26, six detectives led by Captain Harry O. Gregson, walked into the People’s Book Store at 130 Chartres Street in New Orleans. Without producing any warrant, they proceeded to empty the entire stock of the bookstore into two patrol wagons. At the same time they arrest the writer, Julius Reiss, state secretary of the Communist Party of Louisiana, who was in the store at the time. I was released on bond, but on May 31 I was rearrested.


The raid was originally supposed to have been made on the complaint of unnamed individuals, of whom Captain Gregson said, “I don’t think they want their names to be known.” The complaints were supposed to be that literature was sold at the store to students at schools and colleges “which impaired their morality.” The original charge against me was that I was “a dangerous and suspicious character with no visible means of support.” The second arrest was made under a state act which lists such offenses as “using vulgar and obscene language, exposing the person,” down to brandishing a pistol, and also includes as liable to punishment a person who “shall do any other act in a manner calculated to disturb and alarm” other persons. The particular charge in this case was that I disturbed the peace in that I “did have in his (my) possession and offer for sale literature which did alarm the people present in said vicinity.”


The real issues involved, and the “people” behind the scene did not become known until pressure began to be applied. Detective Parker, according to the New Orleans Tribune, stated that “the police department campaign against so-called communistic and indecent literature is being inspired by local units of the national civic organizations that are committed to a program of establish [sic] their own particular variety of 100 per cent Americanism in the United States.” These are the real pirates.


What was the real motives [sic]? I will let Superintendent of Police Reyer speak. “We have received numerous complaints about books boosting equality of race and sold at this store … I understand that the district attorney is relying on this type of literature to make his case clear. I don’t believe the sale of such literature is permitted in other Southern states.”


For what is the People’s Book Store? It is a legal business, with a city license. It is one of 70 similar stores throughout the country, carrying literature dealing with the problems that all progressive America is thinking about. It sold books by such world-famous authors as Upton Sinclair, Charles Beard, Barbusse, De Kruif, Dos Passos, by such well-known Southern writers as Elma Godchaux and Pat O’Donnell. It sold literature dealing with such problems as fascism, trade unionism, war, child labor, the Supreme Court, unemployment insurance, the Soviet Union, Communism.


But what irritated the “superpatriots” most was the fact that the bookstore sold openly literature dealing with the problems of all Southern workers, and especially with the problems confronting the most sorely oppressed of all Americans, the Negro people.


But the forces of progress throughout the South struck a smashing blow at the would-be Hitlers of America. Soon after hundreds of liberals, progressives, trade unionists, noted authors and others who joined the fight, rained a hail of protest on Mayor Maestri and Governor Leche, the Mayor announced that the books would be returned and all charges against me had been dropped.


This victory is vital to the entire South. It means that bookstores selling literature which tell [sic] an be opened in other cities throughout the South for the People’s Bookstore in New Orleans was the first of its kind in the deep South. The dropping of charges against me is significant because the fascist elements in this country have once again been defeated in their attempt to outlaw the Communist Party. Once more the American people have risen in defense of “The right of the people to be secure in their person, houses, papers and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures …” and their constitutional rights of free speech, free press and free assembly.

On the Farms:

Family of 11 Living on 2 Corn Ears Day

Jan 24 1931, 1

Panicky for fear of a rebellion in northern Alabama of the armed march of 500 starving farmers in England, Ark., two weeks ago, the Alabama Red Cross has been forced to admit that hunger and starvation on the farms is rampant in the state.


C.H. McFarland, State representative of the American Red Cross, who has recently made a tour of northern Alabama after minimizing the extent of starvation conditions is nevertheless forced to report that in Jackson County 900 families are starving, in Madison, 800 families, Morgan, 1000 or more, Limestone, 700 families. Other counties of the state are even harder hit. McFarland found one family of white croppers preparing their one meal of the day. It consisted of 2 ears of corn, with which to feed the eleven members of the family. Thousands more haven’t even this miserable mouthful and are slowly dying of hunger.


The Communist Party is now organizing in northern Alabama  and is calling on the croppers and poor farmers to follow the heroic example of the Arkansas farmers on a mass scale. Already the struggle in Arkansas has forced the despicable Red Cross to make some pretense of relief. Thru organized mass action and thru mass action alone, the farmers can force relief from the County and state, the Communist Party points out in its appeal to farmers to fight back against starvation. At the same time the Party calls for a united fighting front of the croppers and unemployed workers in the towns in the fight for immediate relief.

Landlord Mobs of Ala. Attack Croppers, Fighting Starvation

Deputies Murder One, 6 Wounded, 4 “Missing”

Croppers Union Fighting Against Cutting Off Food, For Cash Settlement at Picking

I.L.D. To Defend 35 Croppers Held in Dadeville Jail

Jul 25 1931, 1


“Terror cannot smash our Union,” declared the organizer of the croppers Union of Tallapoosa and Lee counties of Alabama to a representative of the SOUTHERN WORKER.


The organized had succeeded in evading a lynch mob of 600 deputes, landowners and white businessmen of Dadeville, Camp Hill and surrounding towns, after Ralph Gray, Negro cropper, was murdered in cold blood by a gang of deputies; 6 others wounded; 35 thrown into jail, of whom 4 have been missing, probably taken for a ride by the mob, as the landowners made a desperate effort to smash the rapidly growing union.

A Fight Against Starvation


“The landowners would not fight against us so viciously if the Union was not for us and fighting against starvation,” continued the organizer, who had at last reached a place of safety after being sought for by the mob and bloodhounds from Wednesday to Saturday of last week.


“We had already won our first demand and forced the owners to continue giving us croppers food and advances. The landowners and storekeepers had decided to cut out all food advances to the croppers from July 1 to Aug. 15. By the strength of our organization of 800 members and by a wide distribution of the SOUTHERN WORKER, which called upon the croppers, renters and poor farmers—black and white, to organize and demand the continuation of the food advances, the landowners were forced to continue the food.

Are for Cash Settlement


“We are continuing to fight for our next demands. We are fighting for cash settlement when the cotton is picked, our right to sell our crops to whoever and how we please. We are fighting for a nine months Negro school with a free school bus. We are now paying $5 school tax and 75 cents bus tax for three months school, and there is no bus.”


Our comrade organizer gives us an account of what happened in Tallapoosa county, when the landowners decided to use every means to smash the union, and he relates the true facts of how Comrade Ralph Gray was murdered by Chief of Police Wilson of Dadeville. His story which exposes the lies of the boss newspapers is as follows:

Raid Meeting


Wednesday night, July 15, was a regular meeting of the Croppers Union in a vacant house near Camp Hill, at which there were about 80 present. The meeting was raided by an armed band of landowners and deputies led by Sheriff Young with the purpose of capturing the organizer, who was speaking at the meeting. The speaker held back the mob with a gun, while he made his getaway. They arrested one cropper in the house, who was armed, and seized about 20 SOUTHERN WORKERS and a few pamphlets. The newspaper reports that the mob found Union records and a complete list of members of the Union, is [sic] a lie by which they hoped to terrorize the croppers by making them think that they knew everyone in the Union.


After the meeting the mob broke into a cropper’s house and beat up the entire family, fracturing the wife’s skull in an effort to obtain information. Ralph Gray was present at the beating and forced the sheriff to stop the beating at the point of a gun.

Murder Gray


On Thursday the mob grew and rode through the country firing their [sic] guns into the croppers houses. A carload of mobsmen, with Chief of Police Wilson and Sheriff Young in it, passed Ralph Gray on the road, stopped and opened fire on him point-blank, smashing his legs. From the ground Gray returned the fire, which only wounded the sheriff, who was in the car and forced the car to rush off. 


A Negro cropper carried Gray to a house, where he was found by Chief of Police Wilson and a gang of deputies. They murdered him in cold blood while he was lying defenseless in bed. They arrested everyone in the house. The house was burned to the ground on Friday morning.

Croppers Defend Themselves


Short skirmishes took place between the mobsmen and croppers who defended themselves, during which two other deputies were slightly wounded and 8 croppers received wounds. They were thrown into jail without treatment.


If it were not for the defense put up by the courageous croppers of Tallapoosa who were fighting against starvation, the lynch mob would have found dozens of victims, burning and pillaging right and left.

I.L.D. Defends Croppers


The International Labor Defense has sent a lawyer to defend the 35 croppers at present held in the Dadeville jail. Quick action by the I.L.D. in sending protest telegrams to Gov. Miller and Chief of Police Wilson demanding a stop to the [illegible] and holding them responsible for the safety of the prisoners [illegible] saved the others [illegible] from a wholesale massacre. The [illegible] demanded the immediate [illegible] the reign of terror and [illegible] by landowners and officers of croppers organizing against starvation and for better conditions. “We demand the rights of the Negro and white croppers to organize [illegible] themselves against [illegible]. We hold you responsible [illegible] actions reported [illegible] croppers and their [illegible.]


The preliminary hearing of those arrested will be on July [illegible] Miner, T. Patterson, Willie Crabb, John and Tommy [illegible] are charged with [illegible] murder. The last three are also charged with conspiracy to murder Sheriff Young, Deputy Thompson and Chief Wilson. Twenty-four others are charged with conspiracy and [illegible] remainder with carrying [illegible] weapons.

“Cutting Stovewood”


Chief Wilson said that [illegible] of the Negroes who had been wounded and placed in jail “went to cut stovewood,” and when asked when they would return answered “They had lots to cut.” The saying, “cutting stovewood” is an American Fascist password which means the same as “being taken for a ride.” It seems probable that these Negroes have been beaten or lynched.


This bloody reign of terror is not stopping the Croppers Union, which also had white croppers in its membership. Workers throughout the country are rising in mighty protest against the landowners [illegible]. Protest this new outrage to the state of Alabama which is also trying to legally lynch nine young Negro boys! Demonstrate on Aug. 1st! 

Farmer Takes Place Of Mule at Plow

By a Worker Correspondent

Charlotte, N.C.

Aug 15 1931, 3


I was walking along in the country to pick blackberries and I came across a white fellow-worker and he was plowing and he was pulling the plow and his son was pushing the plow. There was a house full of children and none of them had work. The house rent was $12 a month and they were living on milk and blackberries and his wife made me welcome in the blackberry thicket to pick all I wanted.


She said the berries were free and I thanked her and gathered all I wanted. While I was there it began to rain and it rained inside like it did outdoors. We had to pack all of their things into one room. She cried and said this was the sorriest place she had ever seen in North Carolina.

Before He Drowns

May 1937, 15

Editor, The Southern Worker:


I am writing a few lines about what I heard the other day when I was standing in a grocery store. A man came in and said to the groceryman, I want to get a bill of groceries. I moved a Negro on my place the other day and I want to get him something to eat. He hasn’t got anything to eat.


Alright said the groceryman, what is first! A 24-pound sack of flour, the man answered. The gorceryman asked him what grade. He asked for the very cheapest, and also a 4-pound carton of lard. The groceryman asked him if he wasn’t going to get some baking powder. He said the Negro could do without that. The groceryman again asked him if he wasn’t going to get the poor Negro some soda and baking powder to go in his bread. The landlord told the groceryman he was a “good” Negro and a dang good worker, but he didn’t need any soda and baking powder.


This is how it is here in the Southern states. The landlord wanted baking powder and soda in his bread but there was so much greed and prejudice in his heart that he didn’t want his Negro worker to have any. I would to God that everyone who believes in the Lord’s Word would read Malachi 2:10 where it reads, Have we not all one father? If not, one God created us. Why does every man deal treacherously with his brother. This is why we have so much relief. We poor people have no shelter, no land, no money and no way to get a home. Most all the landlords want wage hands because they can’t work all their land themselves.


Something must be done for us poor people and right now. It’s no way to save a man after he has drowned. You can print this letter if you want because every word of it is the truth.








Henry Giles

A Glossary of Southern Worker Abbreviations

AA—Amalgamated Association of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers

AAA—Agricultural Adjustment Administration

ACLU—American Civil Liberties Union

AFL—American Federation of Labor

Bham—Birmingham, Ala.

CCC—Civilian Conservation Corps

CIO—Congress of Industrial Organizations

CP—Communist Party USA

CWA—Communications Workers of America

CWA—Civil Works Administration

FDR—Roosevelt, Franklin Delano

FERA—Federal Emergency Relief Administration

ILA—International Longshoremen’s Association

ILD—International Labor Defense

ILGWU—International Ladies’ Garment Workers Union

IWW—Industrial Workers of the World

NAACP—National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

NLRB—National Labor Relations Board

NMU—National Miners Union

NMU—National Maritime Union

NTWU-National Textile Workers Union

NMWIU—National Marine Workers Industrial Union

NRA—National Recovery Administration

PWA—Public Works Administration

RFC—Reconstruction Finance Corporation
SCU—Sharecroppers Union

SNYC—Southern Negro Youth Congress

SP—Socialist Party

S.S.—Steam Ship, as in boat names, alpabetized as “steamship.”

STFU—Southern Tenant Farmers Union

SWOC—Steel Workers Organizing Committee

TCI—Tennessee Coal, Iron and Railroad Co.

TUUL:  Trade Union Unity League

TVA—Tennessee Valley Authority

UTWA, UTWU—United Textile Workers of America

UMW, UMWA—United Mine Workers of America

USSR—Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

WIR—Workers International Relief

WPA—Works Progress Administration

YCL—Young Communist League

