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REMINGTON STRIKE T0 TIE UP
"BLLION DOLLAR WAR ORDERS

‘l‘wenty"l‘hree International Labol

r Union fonal Labor Union Heads Meet and Decide

o Call General Walkout of the Metal Workgrs and
= Allied 'l‘rades in Bridgeport Factory.

(NfY. American July 1
Devel unucx: the strike mu?uom
at Bridgeport, Conn, ore- |
o Tovead et labor Houbies |
rough the i ew Engl
States and part of New York. Here
* are the outstanding featu
\we—presldenl of | w
Association of Ma-|
chinists, in clum of New England,
bas announced his departure for New
Haven to prepare 1675 rike . the
inchester Arms Company's plant.
et part of an extensive campaign
st the open lhop which has for |
its immediate objecti

mlnufu- |

union |
to pre-|

heads mnvtned in Bndglpon
pare formal plans for the coming |
strike o’ muhlnm-s and allied tetal |

s tomorrow, which is to the |
nwcle\u of the New England ve- |

'Hljor Walter A Penfield, lth”
head of the Remington Arms.U
C. Co., refused to confer with L‘bar‘
dlnl who offered to arbitrate their |

IANUFA(‘TURERS TO FIGHT
Members of the Mnnu!utumn As-
sociation of Bridge| geport an-
nounced their inten n! d.u[ the

union_movement for closed shops.,
Strike leaders definitely decided to
eall out their men at 1 o'clock tomor-
row, tying up Bridgeport™ factories
and stopping work on what they say
sagregate {looooooooo in war -or-
ers.

Hud carriers will conduct & sym-

-‘nu i lhe golden opportunity of
the unions,” Fral ennings, vice-
president of the International Asso-
ciation of Machinists, told the New
York Aumnn today. “For years
and ten-hour day of
Nnvlo?nxhn? factories have n a
thorn in ﬂlt mde of Federated labor.
w the time h-a come to
secure '):e nmon men the same terms
LK mmuhclumn in other
o lup 1 ke .’vm resident
of the machinists, who is directly in
rge of the Bndgcpon ltﬂke, gaid: |t
“Before spring_y see of
greatest BEhis of el g R
the principles ever conducted in the
New Engl.md si:h (We';ru
carry t into the
men lra bthmd us; we feel con-
Mene of winning our point.”
other sources _jt became
\aw'n that 105 labor officials have.
at d:lhum times during ‘the past
been in Bridgeport in-

onths
vnﬂgzt{nx conditions, quiet orpn—
idng I'N.h he: ndl‘: -r)t; of the
NEW YORK PLANNED NEX‘I‘
llSi)’n, N. CY

these officials. Factories
the manufacture of war materials
Boston, - New Haven, Waterbury
Horiford and other New . England
towns also have been investigated.

The entrance ‘of the hod carriers

Fopk |}

into the labor dissensions of Bridge-
toda

NEWS FROM AUTO TOWN

Detroit's Movement Coming Into
Its Own.

(Special m Snlnhr

troit, Mmh July 18
After a lllﬁht slump the move-
ment had here for a short

time, the Detroit rebels are gradu-
ally resuming their former activi-
ties with renewed vigo

Recent large S04 commodicas

hall 'ln)lecu al 16, '«hlt

pcrt was heral y by the ar-|will function not onl) as a ting
rival of Vincent De Fado, interna- | place, but also as an open forum for
tional organizer. The vast new plant educational purposes.  The 1
of the Remington Arms Compuny, |here realizes be better
now under _construction, empl oved equipped in the struggle with their

it three thousand hod carriers. It|masters, the workers must train

ot ihengen. that they would: fols
low the lead of the machinists, com-

letely tying up construction work on
fhe ¢ new buildings.

‘demands of all strikers will
nverllp the original proposition re-
garding the placing of millwrights
in the fnachinlsts’ union, It now in-
cludes:

1. The closed shop.
2. uunnnuc of permanent eight-
hour d
No reduction of wages,

i Reinstatement of all men who
may_ be called out in the event of

| strike.
Marcellus l)odr(e. renden( of the
Remington Arms ai C. Com-

pany, arrived in it vesn
for a hurried conference . with
| his_officers.

The attitude of Major Penfield in
refusing to confer with labor leaders
is said directly reflect his atti-
tude in the ‘matter of arbitration.

MANUFACTURERS AROUSED

Members of the Manufacturers’ As-
sociation added further fuel to the
fire of union discontent by lining up
back of the Remington.

themselves to do their own thinking
b ouch an edcation is's crying
nnld of the toilers and must not be

" Different speakers nKrmnu:i

various sch and
thought _are o b invited to pro-
ree

gound their particular views,

or all discussions o, follow’ these

will give the intelli-

ln ;;ponumty to study

e e o oF e o question. In
the words of & membet, ~We wa
any ‘man’ who understands his, su

in the organization.

The Lithuanian branch ltcl’lh
irlforms me his branch has been
completely reorganized on a more
asis. i d
optimistic opinions about the move-
ment among that n.nomn;y The

secretary rked :

wnehln our
imina

remiar]
thorough house-cleanin
branch. We

reactiona nemnnl, ‘}-
stood as a numhhnz hlock t{:
the revol

.A]Mton‘:lder the m;hn, he way of
mists’ union very unjust,” sal v
Oliver C. Smith, treasurer of the | tionary. o “‘"’ - ol "’“"",

t.he machinists can win their strike
1 don't believe the minufacturers

m a general
cight-hour gy i ay, it will be wiped off
e map 85 a mnut.cmnng my,
said Norman ) troasurer
Automatic Machine Compatiy. U n-
der the eight-hour schedule the man.
ufacturers will be com) with
g a nine

an edul
¢ would be” the werst.thing that
could happen to reduce the working
ime rldgeport shops l: llgm

o day, said
‘the’ Columbla Not and

Bolt Company. . “The more work and
he less money the men have the
better- off they are.”

The entrance of the L. W. W. up-
n the scene of action was he;
by an announcement that Joseph Et-
tor+had arrived in Bridgeport. M-
thilda_Rabinowitz, a
organizer, has staf
charge
suoo women emp!
th

Ei‘
]

ol e Ty the mamous
wmu

s throughout the city
Fave aonm.d the guands aboat dmr

remises in” anticlpation of . trouble.
e Remington. Arms U. M. C. Co

pany yestorday rescindsd all pases
the arms works lnd lnnountad

Lh-t in the future only

mit from Mljor,. Pmﬂeld vvuld be

honored at the

THE HARVEST IN THE INLAND EMPIRE

Capitalist Papers Have Succeeded in Workmg Up Farmers to a
State of Terror Regarding L. W. W. As a Result,
2 Wages Are Not Lowered.

(Special to

Solidarity)
ane, \r\axh.. July 14

Spok:
This year in the harvest fields of the Inland Empire bids
fair to be a memorable one for the I W W, if the capitalist press

is to be relied upon.
the

Already, before the harvest is on generally,
farmers are terrorized by their fear of the I W W propa-1°"

ganda. This fear has been increased by the usual misrep
tions, vituperation, and discovery of plots and conspiracies ga-
lon, ‘which the fertile imagination of a venal press could con-

published in the farming sections of the Inland |°f
even the Spokane sheets, have worked the farmers

Emplre, ln

nda
l-he ndnltrul Workers of
the World.”

Families—A Proletarian

“Small
Necessity,” was the subject Ellu-
beth Gurl

spite of
paid rapt aitention to_the s
e surely handled this subiect with

most exquisite skill.
hk. July 15,

ursday

Fellow Workur Flynn spoke on “Vi
olence and the Labor H vement.”
After her lecture Miss Flynn made
a stirring appeal for. contnbumm
oe Hill's defense. The
col amounted
over 87, which 'll a
lonation, conside!
of the crowd. Mwnl 'are ln-
swered,"and pro and con discussions
foll iday, July 16 munyn spok

il uly, m gpoke
on Sabotage” ‘n:

to somethin
&mtty l'berl‘

% don't know any iy

ACT TO SAVE JOE HILL!

There Must Be No Delay in Pro-
viding Money and Agitation _
To Save His Life.

(sg'"" to th.lum,;
alt Lake, Utah, July 10.
Recent ~ developments i
Ihll aase liave basn startiing: Forthe
t refuses to in-
We were )l brim-
ming over with confidence of “win-
ning out, ‘and this decision on July
2, was.a heavy blow indeed. To still
emphasize their anxiety to railroad
our fellow worker, the authorities
e hin ogtite the penitentiary on
the 4th of July, before the commit-

lies lwmlmﬁ' his doom. He writes
and n\s, “What does the organiza-
tion thi r action to take now!

My hl’e i rop in the bue\m, but
there is a pnn mle mvnlved back of

lx cue to be honest I don’t
want to lie dnwn as long as we have
e ot fighting chance.”

That is the question, fellow work-
ers. It's straightforward and must
be met. A review of the evdience dln
tlmu fully and clearly what or

power is capable of doing. w
it operates and_reaches out to_crush
men standing in its way. How
packs juries with han
payers , All interwoven a

ndent and subservient to
property. The fallacy that ail men
are innocent till proven guilty, shines
out stronger than ever now. It will
continue to shine until we nrg-lnlu
et power. Then the mas-
ter laws will not be worth the paper
it's written o Hill says: “I
about the lu
for anything.”

G ,,,,,,.,.s

Hilton writes: “Keep up cour.

ght means_lost

yere Fellow wnrkurl. un hear of

Moy action from all u fight

this to the very end.
Yours for Industrial fresdom,
ED. ROWAN,
retary No. 69.

150,000 GET WORK IN
CHICAGO ON END OF
CARPENTERS® STRINE

12.—While 21,000

Chicago, .n.l,
.u men were

union earpent:

voturaing to work tods
on strike since Apn] 15, o buﬂ«f
ing operations on millions of dollars
worth of construction work res:
Fiying employment to nearly 150,000
|dln workmen, tiations ~ were

ned looking toward 8. settlement
oF ‘the strike of 10400 union paint-
ers, who have been out for the last
three months.

Officials of the union and repre-

union propagan:

OFFERED MONEY
T0 CAUSE STRIKE

Bridgéport, Conn., July 16.—In
connection with intimation that some
German influence was behind the
strike agitation, a rumor gained cir-
culation in - Bridgeport today that
Ernest “0'Brien, until” recently busi-
ness agent.of the local bricklasers
union, had been

¢ just prior m a strike six
weeks ago if he would use his in-
fluence to have the bricklayers work-
ing .at the Remington plant walk

WM. MEAD

& high state of hystenl, by their malicious and unfounded
:ﬁnl itions. They

ng to outdo one: another in an |!

tryin
attempt to invent meana to discredit the I W W. For instance,
one paper chlms to have ducuvered a plot by the I W W to sys-

Another has

fmmd out th-t the I W W has made extensive plans.to burn up
cror. and another found out we were laying plans to burn
up the forests to furnish work for the unemployed.

there are no forests: in
Mwmmovedthmreeenﬂ s
sane men would waste time tal
right there, and a

rthnuho
- (Cmt!nudon?thols.lde.)

rvest country here, unless

lt seems hard to believe that
ing about forest fires, when the
chance ‘to burn a hole in

ng. the unemployed in the jun-
workday in the harvest

ut:

“O"Brien admitted tonight that he
ad been twice on the
subject. He said he was offered $200 |8
on_each occasion lf he would use his
inf Hn and he turned ¥own both

The machinists of Bridgeport
a unanimous vote tonight voted for
a general strike should the Reming-
Company decline to meet

Watch Your Number
'ACH ~ boenbtr will find &

. number opposite his name
or ‘enclosiny

instance 288.
llll

2897

Dew st once.
THIS IS NUMBER - - *

R
\“\\\ \\\\«\»\XW

ot | recting matters

by
called

ttend- muum of the Building Construc-
i g this meetin
e hmr zh-n thn ni 'ght bofom Liter- hud that ~ pro were bnxhl
sture " three meetings for a speedy termination of
witojaiee painters’ strike. It was experted
on all sides that factions
1 Orga Ft in is jual Wi 8 an
mu e et % [ngrosment  that woald provide for
mhldle of Angu.L Watch for dates |arbitration of all future disputes
Detroi iocals’ make'yse of (over, vages an working conditions.
o ures, as educat All lumber, brick and other build-
for the boosting the  inustrial |ing material plans began moving de.

liveries today, after a '&k of in-
activity in this department.

i| be able to exist. That is, he has to have your labor power or ehe

de- | Wake up and give us fellows who are tryi

SLOW-DOWN ON_THE J0B,
AUTOMOBILE WORKIERS'

Fellow Workers:

The object of this leaflet is to pomt out to you the good re-
sults you can obtain by organizing into One Big Union of Aubo
mobile Workers, and by a general slowing down on the job.

Let’s e the “good times” last as long as we can, and let
us reduce the work day to eight hours. Let'the bosses hire three
shifts of men. Do you not know that it is an injury to your
health and your eyesight to work too long hours; and llno it
takes about ten years off your life? You can ‘use W
more than eight hours a day when you are organized in One Bk \
Union, just as your brother workers, the bricklayers, plumbers,
carpenters and others are doing—and you all know they are get-
ting more money for eight hours’ work than you do for ten or
eleven hours.

Life is too valuable to throw away in a sweatshop; let’s get
some time to enjoy ourselves, fellow workers. You do not ue the
big bosses working themselves to death like you do—not o
hfe—you will fiid them taking a vacation every little whxle lnd
their pay ‘goes on just the same.

y not get organized in One sz Union of Automobile
Workers, 80 you can take a vacation and get paid for it, also.
Remember, without you, fellow workers, the capitalist would not

he would go out of business. Show us the capitalist

could go into the shop ar 1« take your place running a mlchlnq.
He would be too lazy to do it if he could. As long as you are
foolish enough to stay unorganized the boss will keep on llvl.:s
off of your labor power, but when you get orznmug right

get control of the shop you can make him, the big boss, go to

work; a little exercise would do him
What say you, fellow workers? All together row; les do
know
will be

the job quickly; loss of time means loss of money. We

f a thousand or more men organize at once the boss
powerlcu to prevent it; but if only a few organize he can
you. One men i
ion of ‘Automobile Workers, or-afiy other
make t! ebosxmkeabacksu! iftheyomnlu under the |
ner ofl;he I W W and study its principles and carry them out
proper]

Now, fellow workers, do not let a half dozen men sit in the
office and make rules for you to obey—organize in One Big Un-
ion and tell them to go to a hot climate. As long as you let a few
men bluff you and put notices up on the time clock for you fo
obey, you will be kept in slavery.

One word about & new of organizing .we have

8, you can join the One Big Union of

offer. It is by mail. That is,
Automobile Workers, affiliated with the , by sending for

it in with one dol-
a year’s sub-

an application blank, filling it out, and sendin,
lar, which pays your dues for one month an
scription to Solidarity the paper you uhould all be reading: We
will not hold any meetings until we get a large body of men or-
ganized. Your names and addresses will be kept out of the rec-
ord books of the union, on]y the number of .each due book being
put therein. So you are perfectly safe in doing this. Your due
book will be sent to you with one stamp in ‘it showmg that you
paid the first month’s dues, also a receipt for one year’s subscrip-
tion to Solidarity. 7
All towther now, don’t let the grass grow under your feet. '
ng to better your con-
ditions all the help you can, as you will get as much out of it as
we will. There is no reason why you should not be to
(Continued On-Page Four Cols. 4 and 5)

SOME EXPERIENCES IN NEW ENGIAND AGITAM

o st fuw wasks T have been], The A. F. of Litas ire busy mak-
‘illmz spealing dates in Connecticut |ing instruments to Kill off the Ger-

MAY SPREAD BIG
GARMENT STRIKE

New York, July 13.—An_jmpor-
tant development foday in the local
strike of 10,000 pantsmakers was the
announcement_that. Sidney Hillman,
president of the Amalgamated Cloth:
ing, Workers of America, who is di-
“to all th .L P othing
grams:to all the. piincipal  clothing
centers in the country, &.llln‘ the

on the union leaders to hold th
gslves in readiness for united actio
ograms were addressed to the
Inmms affiliated with the amalga-
rganization in Baltimore,
Chicago, Rochester, St. Louis and
Cincinniti;_ whaee " membership ag-

_ﬁlu 250,000 5.
e pantxmakers’ strike hers was
ause, it has been stated,
their demands for better sanitary
and shop conditions and
wages were refused by the manufac-
One manufacturer, -employ-
ing 300 men, today ‘acceeded to-the
demands and the men returned to
work. . Other offers from individual
manufacturers to arbitrate d.ﬂen
ences are under consideration.

ass meeting will .be |
the Bosten " (Mass) Comps
July 25, &t 3 p. m. e
| Ettor ‘will -r-k also 'm\Smu G.
Connolly. will give the legal aspects
| of the Lawson case. ot . Ballam
will take up lhe question of the Un-
employed. ember the dlte and

o
B
2

course. of the strike Bere and. calling | Sore

sed |the capitalists and their hired men. |

und and so far three man trade unionists, with which they
places have refused permission to|are -lﬁlmmd through the inte: nn&m
speak on the streets—Waterbury and 'al secretariat. At Bridy

l)lnhur), Conn., and Fitchburg, Mass. | question of striking for shorter honrl
In Waterbury and Fitchburg, when n-nd more’ pay & opttion gun
ulled attention of the authorities to making, is now a matter of hours.
he fact that, the Socialist Party and Tho “greatest hu tarian, the la-
he Salvation Army wen allowed, |bor movament the of L.," lo'

even without a permit, t on |quote the man with the skull<ap, is
the streets, | was m{onn-d at “we | about m nk more pay lng shorter
know that, but ';,: are not going to| |hours—to MURDER. Dame rumor

let you speak.” Pressed for reasons, | has it that if the strike un won the
Jhave good and sufficient rea- |bullets will be marked, “Uni on made,
sons.” in America.”

JOSEPH-J. ETTOR.

THE SPECIAL ISSUE--

number of straggl 7 i
in for bumill.;f

as

In Waterbury even the Socialist|
Party has been barred from the|
streets; result s that all“the radical

ans, |
lis! h e gn(u-n together, And very
likely. Waterbury will become known |
for more than the place where they |
coin dollars out of thé making ‘of
watches and war munitions. - A g,
As for the other places mentioned, mm"ﬁ
preparations are made to put
Fia oo the map 1o dia e, T ‘Of !he Big Speci
There isn't much doing in New En | {date for receiving sa
gland states in the line of robbery b an¥ouz s A
0 meet this an
All the industries that are doing any- | tpovcand extra copies wm
thing are fhose, turninig out war mu- P!
nitions, and their aceessories of mur- rnn!ed and late,orders filled as
e Christian genllomen, both as_the supply lasts. You
'ﬂ,‘;':,, _l:'. A mr;‘ -;- hl_Fn\ V:Irvmust act 1u1ckly }:f you want any
tinue to.go o church o6 Sunday and i Sou have not aiready
rub their hands in glee every day in n your %r_detr do < at once.
)¢ money. they are| ome—rirst served.
imaking turning out “made in Amer- w will also start new sub-
- |ica” neutral bullets. Murulmn mak | ions with this issue as long
this

few
be

ing has ome “the most im
industry in New England,’ us m. as e supply lasts.

newspapers pn{ it. - No agitation is | issue comes to your hands, every
wanted; it's apt to dmurb medpuco-\nadgr will regret not vidi

ing
ful pusuit of gun. mak
:m"pm':il:'ln.l W W, £ be hea dr}““‘“‘d"w'h a bundle of it.

. ; : 1 et
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started the strike or not?
Still, we will admit t.here u onp ‘poallble dlnger to the

l Modern Invention Photographed J

rank and file of -the strikers. The A.

charge of the strikes, If it should be true that mo xd
these-leaders to start strikes in the munition flctonu, lt mlght
be possible that still more money would be paid them to prolong
the strikes beyond the point of possible victory. Tlut is to say,
the only rwn “German money” would be paid for such pur-
poses would be to hamper as much as possible the output of mu-
nitions for the Allies. In such an event, the interests of the men
who are sincerely trying to better their conditions, would be ig-
nored or set aside. That would be easily possible in the A F of
L, where leaders make and settle strikes behind closed doors with
t.he bosses. It would not be possible in an orgunutlon like the
I W W, whose invariable practice has to leave the matter.
of ummg the strikes and the terms of settlement, to a vote of
the strikers only. B

So, while we don't care & tmkers damn whether or not
“German money”is behind these munition strikes, at the same
time we feel the rank and file of strikers should be warned
against a possible maneuver as above outlined. If the craft
union leaders have received pay on the that they

In olden days, invention was linked with the name of some
great inventor. It was-he who, oﬂen unaided and alone, devel-
oped ideas of his own ntil 7] bility
them perfect for commercial purpones. Poverty was oftem the
lot of such an inventor. A cellar or a garret was his workshop;
often his wife-and family suffered neglect and want that victory
might be his. Today the individual inventor is as extinct as the
ancient dodo. Modern invention is not an individual, but a co-
operative act. ~Evéry large corporation has ullls eplrtm of in-

in

vention and
ratories and staffs of mechanical and technical experts, with the
backing of millions of capital. Therein are worked out and de-
velo) suggestions and ideas, often received from the humblest
workers in the ranks of unskilled labor; ‘many establishments en-
such by the of prizes in no way
commensurate in value with the idea suggested. Therein also
the skilled, expert employes have to waive all rights in any in-
vention they may discover, in return for the wages received.
This dition of-affairs is knowledge among

prolong the strikes as long as possible, that fact ought to be ob-
vious in the near future. Unless their demands are so “‘sweep-
ing” that the bosses cannot well concede them, the munition fac-
tories ought to be willing to. semc quickly, under present circum-
stances. An eight-hour ddy and increa: wages should be easy
to obtain. If so, the rank and file should be ready to force set-
tlement as soon as their demands are granted. If the leaders
have been paid to prolong-the conflict, let them “hold- the sack’

: r The Demonstration By The Welsh MinéTrsJ

During th¢ five or more years of its exlstence. Solidarity has
often pointed out that the “political power” of the workers is in-
herent in and manifests itself through the workers’ industrial
organization and solidarity. That is, the power of the working
class_to coerce or to hold back the coercive or oppressive power
of the employing class and its nll) the state, depends not upon
the number of representatives * “labor” may have in parliamen-
tary bodies; but upon its ability to retard, or stop, or otherwise
influence the operations of industry and the industrial system.
Time and again has Solidarity furnished instances as proof of
this contention. Once again, we have additional and very con-
cluane proof through an incident that occurred and at this writ-
ing is ﬁtlll occurring, over in the British Isles—the Welsh coal
miners’ strike.

Some time previous to this outbreak, the British government
took “extraordinary precautions” to safeguard the continuous
outflow of° war munitions. ‘That is, it apparently did so, by pas-
sing a “law” making it a penal offense for workers directly or
indirectly engaged in the production of war supplies, to hold up
the same by a strike. This law of course, applied to coal miners,
and the penult\ in'each instance was prescribed in the form of a
fine of $25 a day against each striking miner or other worker,|
and in lieu of the same, a jail senfence. |

In defiance of this “imperial edict” of the British Empire,
the miners of Wales, with ample grievance against hours, wages, |
and other working conditions, voted two to one for a strike, :md‘
went out, to the number of nearly 200,000. What happened 4

At first, the conciliatory power of the “sovereign government” of | gurd
The leaders were sought|Job E
out, and through them_efforts made to send the men back to|yirit to ‘;"

Great Britain was brought into play.
O] LT"J_ELE‘ nothing doing; the leaders were informed that|y,

e miners would themselves settle the strike, whenever the gov-
roment was willing to concede their demands.
were informed that they were each subject to a fine of $25 a
day, as long as they remained on strike, or imprisonment in pro-
portion, if they failed to pay their fines. They invited the gov-
ernment to come and collect fines from 200,000. miners. The in-
vitation was not accepted. Then threats of military violence
were made; but up to date even they have not been carried out.
The miners, in spite of their mmn.nrn(l\(-]\ small numbers, have
remained the “‘political masters” of the situation for several
weeks. They have suc fully defied the “political power” of
the British. Empire. They have caused more sleepless nights to
the “powers that be” than have all the parliamentary “labor ora-
tors’ of previous days.

The industrial organization of the working class is all-suffi-
cient for the workers' needs. It covers all requirements of the
slaves for defense and aggression; it suffices for the everyday
struggle; and looks forward to the day, when the workers, “or-

with their pay s. “The point’to bear in mind is, that better

conditions for the strikers is the only consideration, from the

standpoint of the labor movement, in these munition factory

strikes. The owners of these factories are making millions dut

of the murderfest in Europe—their slaves should likewise/ [im°

prove the opportunity to get a little something for themselves.
e

The point may be made here, that we should-all be interest-

ed in stopping the production of war munitions. Yes, of course;
but that's 4 dream only, under the present status of the Ameri-|
can labor movement. A German sympathizer, for instance, who|
harps on that string, lays hxmsell open to suspicion. We might|;
very properly ask such a one, “Why in hell don’t you go over to|
the Fatherland, and try to-stop the Krupp and other works from‘
turning out munitions?" The point is, that the labor movement |
the world over is not in pesition to stop the - production of war|
materials and therefore to end the war. So the only' thing' the|
workers in these factories can do, is to try to improve their con-|
ditions through orxnmzntlon and \!rlkes——Just as they have been
doing for some time now in England; as they were said to be du~‘
ing a week or so ago in those very l\rupp works at Essen; and
as they show evidences of doing likewise in various sections of |
the United States. Let no stories of “corruption money” or no ‘
use of such money be allowed m hamper these healthy move- |
ments of munition workers.

Then the. miners | ¢

Sumnmer Conditions In The “Golden State”

(Special to_ Solidarity)
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| The Point In The Munitions Strikes

With reference to the breaking out of strike in the munition | &,

factories at Bridgepért, Conn., and other threatened outbreaks in
New England factories of the same character, comes the charge
that these revolts are due to the influence of “German money”
on the leaders or workers involved. Strange to say, the accusa-
tion does not come from capitalist sources only. A socialist, L.
B. Boudin, writing in The New Review of July 15, on “Arms and (&
the Working Class,” makes this statement:

“For eight months the~ Central Federated Union of New|
York cared little or nothing about the war. But at this juncture
(just when Germany began ‘raising a hue and cry against the
exportation of arms from this country’) it held a great meeting
at Cooper-Union. Speeches were made, a delegation to Europe
provided for, and a strong resolution against the exportation of

arms passed. In the arrangements for the meeting money was
spent Invnhlv This money did not come from, the treasury of
the C. F. U., or any official affiliated with it: Nor was it raised

by public subscription.

“Then the calling of strikes in factories producing ammuni-
tion for the Allies began to be seriously talked of. At the same
time it was publicly stated by responsible persons that there were
large funds—apparently from Germian sources—ready to back
up sach strikes. The New York Volkszeitung, an unusually

. well informed .and thoroughly reliable newspaper, stated editori-
aly on June 11, that “it is a fact that unlimited sums of money
are ready for the ﬁnancmg of strikes to be inaugurated: in am-
‘munition factories.”

Suppose these accusations are well-founded; why is it neces-
sary for socialists like Boudin, or socialist papers like the Volku—
zeitung, to point out this possublllty of “German  money” only,
and to ignore the actual conditions in the munition factories,
which demand and justify strikes at the present time? Such an
attitude seems to us, is only playing into the hands of the manu-

who are now making millions out of ‘war -contracts, [ ™

facturers

while holding their slaves down to-the lowest possible wage scale,

and speeding them up to the limit through a long workday? The
Bridgeport and other New Engand strikers in munition factories

are demanding an eight-hour day for one thing; increased wages

for another. Conditions seem favorable for them to get these

dunmdl. Why should we. WOrry whether “German
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ll-informed men and women. They know that invention often
originated with wo! Jungmen, both sKilled and unskilled; and that
every big corporation has its up- te eplrtment of invention
and devel lopment, warkmg on a
for the corporation’s profit, in true nnpnahst style. Esped-lly
is this the case in the steel and iron, the automobile, electrical,
and other industries in which mechanics and physics play a fun-
damental part. ‘But these facts are not generally known. There
are still vast multitudes who believe the “great inventor” age is
still existant. -They think it is an Edison or a Ford who per-
forms all the wonders alone. For them, the letter of Secretary
Daniels inviting Thomas Edison to head an advisory board for a
naval department of invention and development, will prove a
revelation. In that letter, Secretary Daniels photographs mod-
ern invention in an unmistakable manner. He practically pie-
tures the condition of affairs existing in all corporations, for
whose departmental inventions, the Edisons et al., receive both
the honors and the wealth, Here is what Secretary Daniels
writes in part:

“One of the imperative needs of the navy, in my judgment,
is machinery and facilities for utilizing the ‘natural inventive
genius of Americans to meet the new conditions of warfare as
shown abroad, and it is my intention, if a practicable way can be
worked out, as I think it can be, to establish at the earliest mo-
ment a department of invention and development, to which all
ideas and suggestions, either from the service or from civilian
inventors, can be referred for determination as to whether they
| contain practical suggestions for us to take up and perfect.

“We, of course, receive many suggestions, but our only way
| of handling them at present is to leave them to various bureaus

already overcrowded with routine work, and it is not always pos-
sible to give the necessary attention to propositions that are not
so definitely worked out as to make them immediately available
for the service. Ideas which contain the. germ of improvement
cannot always be given the attention they deserve, as there is at
present no adequately equipped department to which to send
them for the careful study required.

“In addition, our naval officers, particularly those at sea, are
ina position to note where improvements are needed.and to de-
| vise ways in which these improvements can be made. They have,
| however, neither the time nor the special training, nor in many
| cases the natural inventive turn of mind needed put these
ideas into definite shape. Were there a place \Ahere !hey could
be sent to be worked out and perfected, I am sure we would get
many noteworthy xmpm\emenh from this source alone.

“We have, of course, in the Navy Department energetic and
wideawake bureaus, headed by experts in their particular lines
of work, who devote all the time they possibly can to a study of
this problem. They have made important contributions to the
improvenfents in the implements of naval warfare and are doing
all that i¥ possible with their other large duties. “There are un-
fortunately no officers now detailed who can take time from the
mass of work which they are called upon to do in order to devote
| it fully to studying new suggestions and inventions.

“The department is also unprovided with the best facilities
fnr work of pure experimentation and investigation, with the ex-
ception of our testing station at Annapolis, which is as yet a
small affair. Most of all, as I have said, there is no particular
place or particular body of men, relieved of other work, charged
solely with the duty of either devising new things themsehee or
perfecting the crude ideas that are submitted to the department
by our naturally inventive people.”

In the above letter, the successive stages of modern inven-
tion are portrayed, from their beginnings in imperfect sugges-
| tions and crude ideas in the lowest ranks of the service, up to the
department of invention and development supervised by an ad-
visory board of experts, each of whom is a specmhst in his line,
and dependem upon the others for complete success in his chos-
en field. If these facts will get through the heads of the unin-
formed, Secretary Daniels will not have written his invitation in
vain. It has proven that the great inventor, whose loss was to
be such a terrible disaster to society in the event of the working

d | class ‘control of mclety. is a fiction, devised for the preservation

of capital. “He is gone, but not forgotten™

y capitalism,
which uses its memory to do'its dirty work.
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