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THE PROGRESSIVE WOMAN.
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< Capitalism and the Woman Question.
' ELSA UNTERMANN

Side by side with, and dependent upon,
the development of capitalist production
into Socialist production goes the de.ci
opment of the capitalist woman iuto the
Socialist the same rate that
crises, unemployment, overwork and star-
vation are leading to a collective ownership

woman; at

of the means of production, prostitution,
female and child labor, combined with the
above-mentioned factors, arc making more
rapid the approach of the time when wo-
man will stand free and unhampered to

take part in the fight for progress side by
side with her companion, man.

Capitalism, by driving women into the
economic field, is preparing them for the
coming regime when they will take part
in the vital life of society that goes on
outside of the home, a life which men have
hitherto lead almost entirely alone. Wo-
men are not merely entering the factories
where some of the greatest human works
are performed by the simplest movement of
levers, not only entering fields where the
machine has precedence over the human
mind; they also become music instructors,
public school teachers, novelists, artists,
mechanics, architects and orators, lines of
work in which a great mental capacity is
required. If woman is now capable of ac-
complishing so much in spite of the long
centuries during which she has been
dwarfed mentally and physically, and in
spite of the obstacles that capitalism throws
in the path of those who wish to perform
labors valuable to mankind, what a vast
amount of development she will be capa-
ble of under Socialism!

And capitalism not only paves the way
for the cconomic frecedom of women, but
also forges ahead in the direction-of their
sexual frecdom. There has alrcady arisen
a class of women who are cconomically
free of men, a class that, no matter how
diminutive it may seem in comparison with
the unnumbered army of women at the
bottom of the industrial pit, is exceed-
ingly large when compared with the same
class in preceding centurics.
this class are literally sexually free; since
they have no need to look upon men as
providers, economic necessity plays no part
in their selection of a mate. When one
views the circumstances it is not at all
amazing that some women become theo-
retically and practically free lovers. A bird
on escaping from a cage in which it has
been imprisoned for a long time acts in a
similar manner. Tt circles round and round
in the air, flies wildly up and down, and
exhibits other signs of bewilderment. But
when it has become accustomed to free-
dom it flies straight on its course.

So it is with women.  After decades of
bondage to a narrow sphere, often denied
even  social intercourse  with  the  oppo-
site sex, many have become incapacitated
for a judicious use of their sexual powers,
have become unable to  discriminate  be
tween a l:lsling love and a mere sex attrac
tion. Following the example men have sct
them they lend themselves to every pass-
ing fancy. But. like the bird freed from
its cage, when they have tried their wings
and learncd to usce them, the majority will
adopt a straight course.

Women, ofy

In opposition to this class stands the
prostitute, the emblem of a slavery more
horrible and degenerating than any other
into which social development has lashed
human beings. And although at first it
may appear to be a flaring contradiction,
cven in this, the most abject sexual slav-
ery, there lies the germ of woman’s sexual
freedom.

As private property took a stronger hold
upon socicty and man’s desire for offspring
to which he could bequeath his property
increased, woman was sacrificed upon the
altar of social progress to further this de-
velopment. Gradually, as her seclusion
confined her physical development to ca-
pacity for motherhood and her mental re-
quirements to household arts her love was
transformed from the unbiased passion of
an equal to the cringing, submissive rever-
ence of a subservient being. When capi-
talism forced her into the industrial world
it destroyed to some cxtent her sentiment
of man’s superiority in economic matters,
but the upper hand still remained to him
in sexual affairs. Prostitution has the ef-
fect of ‘destroying woman’s mcekness and
confidence in this direction. Who knows
better than the white slave or the working
girl forced to sell herself to ward off star-
vation, that man’s passion has been made
vile by woman’s years of enslavement; who
is there that is better aware of the fact
than these two, that woman also has scx
needs; who is there that longs more ar-
dently for the realization of an ideal of
companionship and mutual love instead of
submission on the onc hand and merc pas-
sion on the other?

The desire for a higher love reveals it-
self not only among prostitutes whose suf-
fering is the most scvere; it spreads itself
through all womankind. Iverywhere one
finds women whosc ambition rises higher
than to be, mistresses. Before them they
have a conception of a man with whom
they will be able to labor together at what-
ever task life has set for them. One may
find illustrations of such comradeships
even under the present conditions; for in-
Atance, in the musical world. In the field
of science w find a splendid cxample in
Madame Currie, who, with her husband,
discovered radium.

With the craving for mental association
there also arises in woman an abhorrence
of the idea of surrendering her body: in
its stead there develops the conception of
a sex love in which communion with a
loved being brings about a sense of com-
pleteness in which both give and take to
form a whole.

time
mul

It is surprising and at the same
animating to sce the ever increasing
titude of women who join the sex con-
scious and class conscious army of their
kind: factory girls and farmers’ girls fight-
ing as strenuously as their male comrades
for cconomic cmancipation: married wo
men, single women, old and young. striv-
ing for a purer sex life, all inspired by the
thought of a higher humanity.  Although
sex consciousness and class consciousness
do not invariably hand i hand, the
number of women fired with enthusiasm
by both forces is innumerable. Such wo-
men will be potent factors in the prole-
tarian revolution,
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“WOMAN THIS, AND WOMAN THAﬁ

(Echo of a Barrack-room Ballad. with
edgements to Mr. Rudyard Kipling.)

L |
We went up to Salnt Steplhens  with pﬂlli--.‘
year by year:
“Get out!” the politiclans cried.
~women_here!” .
M. P.'s behind the rallings stcod and laughed "
see the fun,
And bold policemen knocked us down, because w
would not run.

lcknut*

“we want n{

For it's, woman this, and woman that, an
“Woman, go away!” N
But it's “Share and share alike, ma’ain!” whet

the taxes are to pay;
When the taxes are to pay, my friends, the taxo
are to pay.
Oh, It's "I'lease to pay up promptly ™
taxes are to pay!

11
We went before a magistrate who wouid nog hea
us speak,
To a drunkean bhrute
zave a week;
But we were sent to [{olloway a calendar
or more.
Because we dared. against his will, to knock a
Asquith’s door.

when th

who Dbeat his wife he oni

munt{

For it's woman this. and woman that. an
“Woman, walt outgide !

But it's “Listen to the Ladles!”
your party’s slde:

When {t suits your party's side. my [riends, wh 1
M. I’’s on the stump

when it suit

Are shaking In their shoes at how the cat
going to jump!
1L
When women go to work for them the gove

ment engage

To give them lots of contract jobs at a low sta
vation wage,

But when it's men that th'y employ they alws
ad a note—

“IFair wages must be pald”---hecause the men ha
got to vote.

ft's  woman this, and wom-n
“Woman, learn your place!”
But it's “llelp ws, of your charity ! when trof
hle looms apace;
When trouble comes
trouble comes apace.
Then it's “Oh, for woman's charity™ to help ag
save the race!

Ifor that. an

apacr, my friends, whe

. 1V. .
You dress yourselves in uniforms to guard you
native shores.

Jut those who make the uniforms do work a
good as yours:
I'or the soldier bears the rifle, bat the woma

bears the raec—
And that vou'd find mo trific If you had to tak
her place!
Oh, H's woman this, and woman
“Woman cannot tight!"
But it's “Ministering Angel!” when the wounde
come in right;
\When the wonnded come in sizht,
the wounded come in »ight,
“ministering angel” thea who
and night!

that, an

my friend

It's a nurses da

V.
We may not he quite anzels—had we bren w
should have flown ! —
We are only human belngs, who have wants mue
like your own:
/And if  som-thues our
fancy palnts,

eonduct .lsu't ali  you

It wasn't man's example could have turned u
Into saints!
For it's woman here. and woman there, ag

woman on the strects,

And it's how they look at women. with most ne
that onc meets,

With most men that one meets, my fri nds. wit
moxt men that one meets—

1t's the way they look at wowmen thag Kkeep

women on the strects!
VI

You tal'k of sanitation, and temperanee. an
schools,

And vou send your male inspectors to Impas
your nan-made  rules: .

“he woman's  spoere’s  the home.” you say

Then prove it to our face:
CGive ux the vote that we mav nake the nome
happler place!

i
an

For it's  woman this, and  woman {hat,
“\Woman., sav your say!™

But it's “What's the woman up to?" whn sh
rriex to show the way;

When she tries to show the wav. my triends
when she tries to show the way- -

And the woman means to show it—that Is wly

she's out today !
—-Yotes for Women.
tead the articles on The  Marvriage Contract
anidtellons what yon tulnk®about then..




THE PROGRESSIVE WOMAN.

How Shall Mothers Be Recompensed Under

American women have as yet not takenV
very active part in the forward social
ovement, partly because the movement
s been too much of a man’s movement,
i woman's problems have not been
uched upon by the men. The problem
at will appeal to most women, because
ost women will be mothers some time
their life, is—

How will a mother be paid under the
-operative commonwcalth?

Right here we will forestall our scien-
ic friend who has already formed the
ought in his mind that our question is
irely academic, that these questions will
| be settled when we get to them, that
e majority will rule, etc, etc. We know
is as well as you, friend. But I am one.
“those who think that nothing stimulates
pe and its consequent cffort more than
discussion of how things will be in the
sod time coming. If it were not for hope
te heart would dic.

Besides, you can have some fun by pop-
ing this question to some of the men
iends, and sce how they disagree on it.
{ you had the Socialism of some of them,
ou would be in the same condition you
te today, only perhaps a little less so.
Given a society .in which every adult,
1an or woman, has an equal say in all
ocial matters; in which cvery woman as
ell as every man claims the right to be
tonomically free; in which every woman,
aving a special sex interest, will follow
hat interest—

How do you suppose they would work
nd vote to accomplish their cconomic in-
ependence? :
One clever lecturer for the party an-
wered my question by saying that “prob-
bly there would be a law giving a wife
ne-half of her husband’s earnings.” How
his would make a woman economically
rec I cannot see, for she could only get
ne-half of a whole, over which her hus-
and would have absolute control. He
ould work much or little as he chose,
ihich would make her a slave to his ca-
rices.

Another good Socialist says that a man
vill get all the social value of his product,
nd out of that he must support the wife
nd children. How this would raise a
‘oman above her present status I cannot
cc. Her husband would get plenty if he
vorked, but here again she is dependent
m her husband’s good will.

Another thinks that the children would
% granted an allowance according to an
stablished plan, but that the wife would
Wve to look to her husband for mainte-
lance.

»Plcase note that none suggest the aboli-¥
on of the family relation, the slander so
Men hurled at us. .

But in none of the plans suggested is
there freedom for a woman who might un-
Ortunately be tied to a shiftless individual
who would not provide. And women will
ot submit to have a little charity doled
% to them under such circumstances.
hey must demand cconomic independence
&en from their husbands, or they cannot
be really free.

Socialism ?

Y WALTER LENFERSIEK

out children may properly earn her own
income in social wealth production, but
what about the woman who fecls the new
life stirring within her? Eugenics will de-
mand that she be trcated at least as well
as we treat our thoroughbred stock today.
And shall we leave her to the tender mer-
cies of a man? | don’t think she will have
it. I don’t think the other men will have
it if she will.

Then the mother with several little ones;
will she be satisfied with dividing up with
her husband? Probably not.

It seems to be a sclf-evident fact that
woman must he economically free, else she
cannot be living under a Socialist regime.
Our friends who are so anxious to support
their wives and families cannot see that
when the families are dependent upon them
for maintenance, the families are by that
very fact subservient to them, and we all
know that the enslaved always take their
ideas from their masters; at least they have
done so until now,

There is one other solution to the prob-
fem that scems to have not occurred to
our fricnds. That is, that women with
children should receive an income from
society purely as child-bearers, or as moth-
ers.  If the having of children is not the
most important thing for society, please
tell us what is? You might have the most
perfect system on earth imaginable, but if
women refuse to bear children, your beau-
tiful dream is doomed. It may bhe said
that this is putting a noble thing like the
mother-feeling on a commercial basis, but
supposing it is, what of it? Women will
demand cconomic freedom, and they will
surely have it. They will not suffer even
a partial slavery for a sentiment. Particu-
larly when the sentiment is a foolish one.
No mother will be less of a mother be-
cause she knows she will be free and can
live her own life in her own way.

A friend may say that this will put a
premium on child-bearing. We may leave
that properly with the individuals because
that is their business and not ours.

On what ground do we furnish free
schools and hooks to children todav? Be-
cause it has heen found to be a social need
to educate the voung. The child may be
the offspring of Mr. and Mrs. Shiftless. but
its cducation’is our business whether they
like it or not.

Holmes says that the way to educate a
child is to begin with its grandmother:
and we are coming to see that the way to
create a fine, healthy race is to begin with
the grandmothers. Not some grandmoth-
ers. but all; which is only another way of
/<aying that the condition of the grandmoth-
ers. who are the present mothers, is the
business of all of us, and not the business
of the particular insignificant individual
who happens to he the father of her chil-
dren. :

Tf her well-being is a social need, why
should she not receive social pay? Ts dress-
ing the children and washing them and
soothing their little pains any less useful
than the work of a nurse in a hospital?
And we may be sure a nurse will be well
paid.  Ts not her .work as necessary in the

Itis granted that a married woman with-

home as the work of other vseful but non-

productive workers, such as clerks, who
must necessarily be paid out of the total
social product? In other words, should
she not reccive an allowance as a mother,
for that most essemtial thing, the bringing
up of strong, fearless, heal hy, independent
children?

No husband can cver hope to recom-
pense a woman for the pains and anxiety
of Jbhirth, for the many anxious hours spent
hovering over little cribs when death is
lurking necar. Even society can never hope
to pay the debt, but society can say that
every mother shall at lcast not have to pass
one anxious moment on account of the to-
morrow’s bread.

Ask your men friends and see how they

feel about your future cconomic freedom. °

WOMAN.

ARTUR RRIDWELL.,

Sister of felon and vauper: sister of primitive

man ;

‘utor of God's creation since human culture began,

Sister to  uniettered freedom, frrsh from the
bonds of the slave,

I'eld without vote for a protest along with tiy'
insane and the knave.

Sister of blm in the Army who gives to his coun-
try hig voice,

Wha goes forth to kii' without reason, sinking
his personal chole~:

Sister of conviet In prison who ruptures the law
of the land.

Denying the God of the Nation, to deal pain and
death with his hand.

Crowded far back in tlie corner and granted {he
freedom to do

The acts which his masculine God-shlp opens your

berties to:

Slave to the beast of the Jungle, slave to the
primitive man,

Getting such grants from the Master as smlles
and seductiveiess can.

Ilave you not cradled thc nation and did you not
early croon

To the rulors. the movers, the doers. long c'er the
natlonal moon,

And gave through the milk of your bosom the
streneth and the willing to do

The deeds that have filled you and thrilled you
and given you courage anew.

But why have you faught your children, and
why have you reared your lrood.

To frame the laws and the customs to
sou In solitnde?

And are yvou not tall of stature and cannot yon
look and see

Tu the eastern tints of the dawn-light, the run-
ners of liberty ?

Keep

Why will you grope and cower as a beast that
whimpers and begs?

Why do you pour the liquid and keep but th~

bitter dregs?
Will you not strike for freedom, will you remain
" a slaye? ¢
the "night of oblivion, the dark
of the grave!

Better better

Scns and husbands of women, sons and fathers
of men,

Why will you strap the burden on the backs eof
beasts again:

Why have you forred the fetters? Why do you
weld the bands?

And Is it the act of a Lover, to fetter the brautl.
ful hands

And is It onlv a visfon, and ix [t were'y a d*am?

Or do we eateh in the darkness a bit of futurities
zleam ?

And ig it the «ray of the dawning {hat wakes in
the eastern nlght,

When the mornisr of women's freedom witl briest
into cloudless light?

Correction: In her article on “London’s
Achiecvements,” in the last issue of The
P. W., Elsa Untermann mentioned Labriola
as the non-Socialist scientist.  She meant
Lombroso.

Have vou tried(Primeél DY It s ‘good.
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BAD LAWS AND WORSE OFFICIALS

AGNES H.

In the average happy
human family the moth-
er’s rights are protected.
Such women do not nced
to appeal to courts of
law on their own bchalf
because they alrecady
have- privileges more
than the law = would
grant them.

Because this is true
there are many people
in all classes of society, who belittle the
subject of woman’s wrongs or rights. They
believe that woman is already a favored
individual and that she has no wrongs of
which to complain.

But we cannot judge the position of wo-
man by a superficial view of the more for-
tunate women. Just as_the test of one’s
physical health is the condition of the
weakest organ, so the test of woman’s so-
cial right is the status of the weakest
woman.

Turning to the laws of California to
see how the personal liberty of women is
protected we find:

Penal Code, Sec. 266a. Every person who,
within this state takes any female person against
her will and without her consent. or with her con-
sent procured by fraudulent inducement or mis-
representation, for the purpose of prostitution. is
punishable by imprisonment in the state prison
not exceeding five years, and a fine not exceed-
ing one thousand dollars.

One must notice that there is no min-
imum penalty. The offender may be found
guilty and get a sentence of only one dol-
lar and one day. By Section 489 of the same
code we find:

Grand larceny {8 punishable by imprlsonment
in the state prison for not less than one nor more
~ than ten years,

And Section 487 of the same code in-
cludes, among other things in grand larceny
the stealing of a horse, mare, cow, steer,
calf or mule. For the stealing of these
animals the offender can get no less than
one year imprisonment, and may get as
high as ten years. A maximum penalityy
of five years for stealing a woman and ten
years for stealing a mule or a calf! Obvi-
ously, not a very high valuation by Cali-
fornia legislators of the women of their
own nation and race.

When it comes to daughters of a neigh-
boring- race the disparity in values is
greater and even more favorable to the
domestic animals for by Sec. 266c the pen-
alty for selling a Japanese or Chinese girl
is a fine of not less than one thousand or
more than five thousand dollars, or by im-
prisonment in the county jail not less than
six nor more than twelve months. Here
the legislature has reduced the ‘offense of
stealing a defenseless human being to a
misdemeanor, punished only by a jail com-
mitment, while the stealing of a calf is care-
fully kept a felony and punished by a peni-
tentiary sentence.

Nor is it of laws alone that women need
complain. For these laws weak and mea-
ger though they are for the defensc of wo-
manhood are seldom enforced.

The very sections above quoted "are al-
most a dead letter on the statute books,
and the crimes of white slavery and prosti-
tution which they were designed to com-
bat flourish. And the victims—to the $hame
of the civilization of today are thc young,
the ignorant, the helpless. They are or-

DOWNING

ows and of exploited working men. The
greater part of them are under the age of
eighteen. Mr. Amos G. Warner (in his
book, American Charities) says that among
the girls who are victims of evil institu-
tions are the feeble-minded and those bor-
dering on feeble-mindedness.

Every one who has investigated this evil,
however different their points of view, arc
agrced that those things do not cxist and
could not exist except by the protection
of the police and politicians of the cities.
George Kibbe Turner in McClures called
the evil of prostitution a political crime.
The Chicago Daily Socialist and the New
York Call after careful investigations said
that the officials of the cities protected
those crimes. S. S. McClure said recently
that “90 per cent of the women leading an
evil life are held in subjection by men who
are helped by the police of our cities.”
And The Philanthropist in a recent issue
said: “With the local courts the politician
is all powerful. He protects his own, the
surveyors of vice, and the latter furnish
the votes by which the machine is kept in
power.”

To put it mildly, the women of the coun-
try owe little to such moral pirates. It is
to be hoped that with the agitation for the
ballot for women will come knowledge of
the condition of women that will teach
them to use the ballot for a real purpose.

Send fifteen cents for copy of “Socialist Primor”
for the children.

THE EXAMINER’S CLASS.

LIDA PARCE.

The striking shirtwaist makers of TPhila-
delphia have won their strike and gone
back to work. Those of New York have
nealy all gone back with their demands
satisfied. The Socialist women have stood
by the strikers and helped them in every

ossible way. By raising funds, picketing,
gelping to organize and assisting in public
meetings. With them it was primarily a
class struggle. Their action was an exhi-
bition of class solidarity, and only second-
arily a matter of sex.

The woman suffrage women of New
York also joined in the fight and contrib-
uted of their money and time and influence
for its success. Picketing, for which they
were arres‘ed, hiring halls and securing the
publicity which they only were able to se-
cure for the cause of the strikers. To them
it was primarily a sex struggle, with an in-
terest in the cconomic well-being of the
strikers for a strong sccondary motive.

The situation has been a most trying onc”|
for the Socialist women by rcason ot the
fact that while they were doing necessary
and important work all the time they were
forced to keep in the background in order
that the tender sensibilitics of the public
mind might not take alarm at the ravages of
Socialism. This was undoubtedly a nccessary
precaution. The public flocked to follow
the wealthy women where it would have
been inexpressibly shocked to discover a
wicked Socialist. However, the support of
this same public helped to win the strike
and that was what the Socialist women
wanted. Thus a combination of the class-
struggle and sex struggle won the day.
Fear has been expressed lest there be some

phan girls and the daughters of poor wid-

cross purpose between the two and the one

defeat the other if they tried to work ta
gether. The result in this case does na
show cause for any such fear.

The Socialists of Oklahoma have recentl
joined with the woman suffragists in secur
ing a petition for a state referendum o
woman suffrage. But it appears that a
Stuttgart it was decided that the Socialist
throughout the world should not co-operat
with the woman suffragists in any way. S
now we have twice co-operated, and th
Stuttgart resolution s smashed and we haw
violated party discipline. -

It is probably too much for the interns
tional body to try to decide the tactics t
be persued in the separate countries, at an
or all future times, on any question. Cor
ditions vary so vastly in the different cour
tries and at different times it would b
most unfortunate if the party must every
where and at all times be bound by on
arbitrary rule,

At a meeting held in Chicago on Fel
ruary 5th to discuss the question whethe
Socialist women should co-operate wit
woman suffrage women for the promotia
of woman suffrage, it was found that man
Socialist women, women who are goo
workers in the movement and who wer
most interested in thé question under d¢
bate could not vote on it hecause they wet
not party members. Moral: If you are ir
terested in the action of the party get ing
the party, so that you can have a voic
in directing its action.

SUFFRAGE OUTLOOK IN OKLA-
HOMA. ‘

The first big step toward gaining their end
was the securing of the signatures of ové
38,000 legal voters to their petitions, by th
women of Oklahoma. There were som
technical objections brought against th
petitions, but these were overruled by staf
secretary, William Cross. The women wh
have been at the head of the movemer

have gone about it carefully, and hav
made sure of the legal correctness of thei
positions after every step they took. The
have had the benefit of good legal advic
throughout. United States Senator Rober
L. Owen is an ardent advocate of the bal
lot for women and made a very eloquen
plea in its behalf before the committee ol
suffrage of the constitutional conventior
The labor unions, Socialists and prohibi
tionists, are all favoring the movement.

In commenting upon the Oklahoma sity
ation, the Kansas City Times says:

It was the opposition of the anti-prohibition
which helped to shut the women out entircly |
the constitutional convention, they also feare
the cffect of women's votes on any moral questiol
The Socialists, who are getting to be a stron
factor in Oklahoma politics, have always stoa
for female suffrage. and can be depended to lin
up_solidly behind the proposed amendment.

Unless the matter is tied up in the courts Yy
an appeal from the secretarv's decision in regar
to the sufficiency of the petition it is probabl
that the suffrage proposition will be included i
the sp-clal election which Governor Haskell i
expected to call. nrobably in April. to vote upal
several other questions to be submitted to th
people under the initiative and referendum.

The middle class woman, shut within four wall
with her household cares for company, has d¢
veloped a psychology hateful and unnatural
the larege anu sympathetic nature of woman. He
sympathy which should be as wide as the world
finds cxpression outside the family only in work
of pettv charity. Her mother love is degrade
into sublimated selfishness; she loves her childrel
as a tigress her cubs—because they are her own
—PFranklin Wentworth.

Do not cxnect the woman whose husband hal
always kept her fed and clothed, who has nevel
walked the street hungry. uncared for and alone
to always understand that vegetation is nof
virtue. ller mind is made by her condition. Al
growths stop together.—Franklin Wentworth.

Sorrows-of |Cuplid.ycloth bound, ‘50c.
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Sirce the beginning of history man, who
wcause of his physical superiority, has
en the ruler of the world endeavored to
‘fine woman.
The savage associated her with himself
cause his sexual neceds required her.
*ing the stronger he had complete control
‘er her without a thought as to its reason.
The biblical fathers seemed somewhat
mscience stricken and developed there-
re the theory that woman was created
om the rib of a man. And what man
ould not consider himself as having a
aim upon the product of his rib.
Among the Greeks, one of the most in-
lligent ancient nations, the myth pre-
iled that woman on earth was the aban-
med paramour of the gods.
In the “Phoedrus” Plato called her the
incarnation of a man that had led a dis-
lute life. Demosthenes defined .her as
le instrument for procreation, Diogenes
illed her a necessary evil, while Thucu-
des, when unable to give a definition of
oman, exclaimed in wrath: “If it is a
od that invented woman, wherever he
ay be let him know that he is the un-
illowed cause of the greatest evil, for she
worse than the storm-lashed ocean
ave.”
The Sanscrit legend of the origin of wo-

an is perhaps the most poetic and con-

derate of all. “When Twashtri came to
le creation of woman he, like our own
ord, found that he had exhausted his
)lid materials in the making of man. He
ien took the rotundity of the moon and
le curves of the creepers, and the clinging
[ the tendrils, and the trembling of the
rass, and the slenderness of the reed and
le bloom of the flowers, and the light-
ess of the leaves, and the tapering of the
ephant’s trunk and the glance of the deecr
ad the clustering of the rows of bees, and
1e joyous gayety of the sunbeams and the
eeping of the clouds and the fickleness
f the winds and the timidity of the hare,
nd the vanity of the peacock, and the soft-
ess of the parrot’s bosom, and the hard-
ess of adamant and the swecetness of
oney, and the cruelty of the tiger, and
1e warm glow of fire and the coldness of
now, and the chattering of jays, and the
ooing of the kokila and the hypocrisy of
he crane and the fidelity of the chakrawaka
nd compounding all these together he
1ade woman and gave her to man.”

According to this version woman is a
ombination of sexual attractiveness, trust-
1g nature, quick perception, sensitive,
imid and at he same time easily aroused
o frenzy, vain but loving, a chatter-box
nd still very faithful, a hypocrite and yet
-very tender to thosc she chooses as her
wn. All qualities but solid matter and
eason.

It is self-evident all the races and phi-
osophers quoted judged woman not as a
epresentative of the purely human, but as
n appendage to man.

But history as traced by human chroni-
les does not take us back more than six
housand years, while the world had ex
sted long before that; when no song, no
ieroic story, had come down to give us
any information concerning its mode of
existence, which our modern scientists
have traced, from impressions found on the
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rocks of ages to millions of years back.

To these scholars, from the viewpoint of
the careful zoologist, the human race, man
and woman alike, are but part of the mam-
mal kingdom. They are both construed
of the same tissue, possess the peculiar fac:
ulty generally know as “life,” require the
same food either of vegetable or animal
matter, their blood when taken under the
microscope divulges the same substance
and when inoculated into one another as-
similates without the least resistance, which
is a physical test applied to living beings of
the same species. :

Upon this theory that man and woman
are but a part of the animal kingdom the
scientists have traced their origin to what
is now a lower order—the monkey.

They have proven that the early progen-
itors of the human race were once covered
with hair, both sexes having beards, that
the physical construction of both sexes
diffcrentiated less than it does today. From
their lips we hear of days when both sexes
yielded milk and thus nourished the young
and even of a still earlier development
when sex itself did not differ as it does to-
day. We must bear in mind that these
assertions were made only after a long
and careful study of zoology, after many
discoveries of skeletons presumably belong-
ing to the primeval man, and a thorough
acquaintance with the life and habits of the
savage races living in our own time.

At that early period all lived the same
life, sustained by the animal method of
existence, but later, as Charles Darvin tells
us in the “Descent of Man,” when organ-
isms have become slowly adopted to diver-
sified lines of life, their parts became more
and more differentiated and specialized for
various functions. )

In those prehistoric days the female se-
lected her male as the animal female selects
her mate at present. Like the latter our
primeval grandmother chose her spouse be-
cause of his power, his physical superiority
over the others. Thus it happened that in
the reproduction of the race the males
who, as a rule. inherited the qualities cs-
sential to the father, grew ever stronger.

As the world progressed, tools were
slowly invented, plants cultivated, animals
domesticated and reared in herds, the oc-
cupation of man changed—he had acquired
something that he cared to keep separate
from the rest, as his own and for that pur-
pose he had to use his physical strength,
so as to defend it from his enemies. At
this period woman, unable to perform the
same functions as the man and being the
weaker, became his chattel. Bachofen who
had studied the life of our simple fore-
fathers tells us that woman had at first
offered strong resistance to this social
transformation. But gradually, no longer
free to choosc her mate, she bent her whole
energy upon acquiring qualities that would
be pleasing to her new master.

From the hour of her subjection she was
given a very narrow sphere to concentrate
her faculties upon and had to depend for
her evolution on the fragments transmit-
ted to her by the father.

Thus woman lived on, subdued to a mere
tool of reproduction, as the ancient sage
Demosthenes had rightly defined her, un-
able to accomplish even this function prop-

erly, for her stunted characteristics were
inevitably transmitted to the men she
brought to life, thus impending the rapid
progress of civilization.

At last, after many centuries of degra-
dation, the human race is beginning to re-
alize that there is somecthing deeper in
woman’s nature, if she can, in spite of her
past, stand alongside of man ready to take
up ‘his advance march of civilization, that
was gained only after much bloodshed, toil
and struggle.

Today our wise men, instead of consid-
cring her a necessary evil for the preser-
vation of the race, claim that woman is
human, and a member of society equal to
man, or speaking, in the words of Edward
Carpenter: “Woman, who combining broad
sense with sensibility, the passion for Na-
turn with the love for man, and command-
ing, indeed, the details of life, yet risen out
of localism and convention, will help us
to undo the bands of death which encircle
the present society, and open the doors to
a new and wider life.”

The Modern Girl.
Foley in Saturday Evening Post.

And here {8 the malden, oh, more than fair
who has robbed her mattress of ali its hair and
fashioned it up into curlicues, and rats, and
switches, and puffs to use in assorted styies on
her billowy crown. 8he puts it up and she
takes it down and hangs it on bureau and stand
and chalr, till it swings and dangles from ev-
everywhere; with plns and glue she sticks and
stufts her own hair with ringlets and frilis and
puffs that wave on her forehead and cover her
neck and piles in bales on her quarterdeck. She
has braided switches, and rolls, and frills, and
pins and ribbons, and old goosc quills that she
smooths and sticks and stuffs and stabs and
daugles and does into dingledabs. Then she stuffs
it high with old bed springs and pillows and bath
towels and other things, and sinks In her chair
with a gladsome slgh, with a pile of coiffure two
feet high and yards across and fathoms deep,
and falls exhausted and fast asleep.

For the purpose of initiating a proposed amend-
ment to the constitution of the state giving the
women of Oklahoma the ballot, a committee filed
with tne secretary of state last week petitions
containing 38,543 names, and up to date one pro-
test has been filed. In contrast to several other
measures now being initiated under the Initiative
and referendum law, the woman suffrage move-
ment is one in which the Socialist party Is vitally
interested. Woman suffrage i8 one of the party’s
strongest demands and is an integral part of the
national platform of the party. The reactionary
forces of deraocracy and revublicanism in Okla-
homa have not yet emerged from the idea that
woman's place is in the kitchen or the cotton
fields, and it {s up to Soclalists and all other
advanced thinkers and students of political econ-
omy to carry this movement to triumph.—Indus-
trial Democrat.

Books for Home Reading_far Sale by Us

Woman and the Social Problem, May Wood
Simons, 5 cents. ¢

Socialism and the Home, May Walden, 5 cents.

Little Sister of che Poor. Josephine Conger-
Kaneko, 15 cents.

Outlines in the Economic Interprctation of His-
tory., Lida Yarce, 15 cents.

Sorrows of Cupld, Kate Richards O’Hare, (pa-
peg. 25 cents.

orrows of Cupld (cloth), 50 cents. .

I'he Sociallst I’rimer, Nicholas Klein, 15 cents.

Socialist Songs (with music). Compiled by
Charles H. Kerr, 10 cents.

Songs of Soclalism, Chas. H. Moyer, 25 cents.

The Changing Order, Triggs (cloth), 75 cents.

Looklng Forward; the Status of Woman, Rap-
paport, $1.00.

FICTION AT REDUCED PRICES..

The Jungle, by Upton Sinclair, (paper), 35c.
Bteyond the Black Ocean, McGrady (paper), 35
cents. :
When Things Were Doing, Steere (cloth), 75
cents.
Peculiar l'eople in a D’leasant Land (cloth),
70 cents.

The Sale of An Appetite, Lafargue (cloth), 50

ents.

Rebels of the New South, Raymond (cloth), 50
cents,

‘The Recording Angel, Brenholtz (cloth), 5O
cents,
‘I'he Scarlet ‘Shadow, Ilurt (cloth), 75 cents.
A Captaln of Industry, Sinclair (cioth),;-50 cents.
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THE PROGRESSIVE WOMAN.

Symposium of New York Women
on Suffrage

Woman in the Home.
CARRIE W, ALLEN.

It is generally conceded that woman lives
in a state of subordination to man, and no
where is this more apparent than in that
sphere which is said to be distinctly her
own, the home.

The woman in the home renders service
which the male wage-earner, her master,
could not buy. She is the family economist.
She mends and makes the garments, buys
the food and clothing, and by her intelli-
gence and thrift maintains the head of the
house in a state of physical efficiency which
enables him to go out and sell his labor
power. The service she renders is price-
less. But, because she brings in no actual
money, she is considered an economic de-
1 endent, and treaied as a subordinate be-
cavse 2, this dependence.

The lot of this woman is desolately pitia-
ble, much worse in many cases than that
of the woman who has gone out into in-
dus'ry.

Surely this woman needs the ballot as
a means of cducation to lit her to take her
rightful place by the side of man as a
political and cconomic equal.

Suffrage, the Means to the End.
MARY A. GIBSON,

From a close study of the activities of
the women of New York working for the
suffrage one can venture 10 predict that
the day is not far distant when the women
of this state will have the privilege of de-
ciding what shall be the law under which
they must live, and who shall he the ad-
ministrators of this law. _

The Socialist women of New York re:
alize too well how neccessary the vote is
to all women, especially the working wo-
men, for the protection of their rights and
interests.

While we are fighting for the suffrage
we must not lose sight of the fact that
the great majority of the working women
do not know their rights and interests.

The ballot in the hands of an ignorant
working woman will not tend to remedy
condidons. It will only bLe an effective
weapon in the hands of a woman then
when she will know why she cas's her bal
lot, and what she can get by casting it in-
telligently.

Therefore, 1 say. in the light for womanV
suffrage, let us not forget the great thing
for which we are working—.he cmancipa-
tion of the whole working class.

Woman suffrage is only one of the means
toward that great cnd.

Suffrage and the Historical Mission of
Woman.
DR. ANNA INGERMAN,

Suffrage in general and woman suffrage
in particular is a definite constitutional
right. Constitutional rights as all social
phenomena are products of historical .
velopment. The battle cry of the 19th cen
tury was political democriacy: the main ten-
dency was to free one class after another
so as to give free play to class s ruggles.
This enfranchisement of all classes, univer-

sal suffrage, made class antagonisim in so
ciety more evident than ever before,
The enfranchisement of women we miny

consider the last step in this direction, The |
. . PRI

ddition of O

Jsmile upon his sweet littdle face.

classes will bring the class struggle to a
still more complete expression. Each class
will be enabled to fight its battle with still
more vehemence. Political rights are only
a reflex of economic conditions. With the
enfranchisement of women—with universal
suffrage in the true sense of the word, the
capitalist system will reach its highest de-
gree of political liberty. The next step in
social evolution is a new cconomic order.
On woman has fallen the great historical
mission of bringing the capitalist system to
its final state in its march toward Socialism.

Modern women and especially women of
the working class have a great and noble
task to fultill in accelerating the birth of
the new order. :

However, we must keep in
rights are never given, but have
taken. Let us hope thai women
cqual to the task.

mind that
to be
will be

The Working Woman’s Awakening.
THLERESA MALKIEL.

Unconsciously, with
closed eyes, driven, per-
haps, by the herd in-
stinct that makes her feh
low the others, the work-
ing woman is rising at
las from her long slum-
ber.

By the aid of her re-
ligion she has bent sub-
memorial, under the yoke
missively, from time im-

of subjection, consoling herself with “the
generous promiscs of the future bliss in
the hereafter.

Jut the cup of bitterness is heing filled
to the brim. The solution of the problem
of existence is pressing upon her more and
more. Even the mantle of marriage does
no longer save her from it. The patient
sufferer cannot and will not see her chil-
dren destitute and hungry. She wants some
of the celestial promises to be realized here
on carth.  Hence this gemeral unrest of
womanhood the world over,

But, though driven by circumstances to
seck an independent existence. the work-
mg woman remains, nevertheless, an out-
cast from the body social, a paria so far
as her political righ s are concerned.

Her striving for the right to vote is only
natural—it will lighten her burden some-
what; but her economic independence can
only be attained with the complete change
of the present s.ate of socicty when the

edifice of the Socialist republic shall be
erected.
“SMILING JOE.”
BY DR. ANTOINETTE F. KONIKOW,
Socialist women must concentrate their

cfforts upon thorough organization ot the
women of the working class.

In the oftice of a large New York char-
ity organization hangs the pa hetic picture
of “Smiling Joe." It represents a small
boy tied upon a stretcher on account of a
tubercular affection of the spine. This
urchin of tenement life, deprived of all the
joys of childhood, helpless, in physical mis
ery still has a radiant, confident, con.ented
“Smiling
Joe™ has brought in hundreds of contribu
tions, his Hittde face touches the heart of the

cprich givers and patronizers. And no won-

der! He is the apothcosis of tiie poor
the wealthy classes wish to see them: ¢
pendent, unfortunate, but still happy a
contented.

The wealthy women of New York w
s such interest in the fate of the sin
ing shirtwaist workers expected to find t
type of "Smiling Joe” among them: ct
grined to discover instead, a growing d

wient  and class feeling the wealt
patronesses of labor decided to organize
new trade union movement of “content
women,” this organization to be kept aw
from the baneful influence of Socialists.

Learn, you women who still preach ¢
ganization of women into one sex-co
sciots whole! The women of the wor
ing class cannot be understood by the w
men of the capitalist class; they are spir
ually divided by an abyss. The worki
woman is wai.ing for the magic word
Socialism to blossom into the right a
power. Ours is the great privilege and 1
sponsibility to bring to her the word
Socialism and with it the message of w
man’'s rights.

The Humanizing Effect of Woman Suff-a

CLARA G, STILLMAN.
Not only will the ballot make wom:
more efhcient by substituting the dire

method for the indirect, but its psycholu
ical effect will be noticeable in her increas
dignity and power in every human relatio
Inevitably the girl child whose future co
tains possibilities of a *“career,” like h
bro:her’s will be more wecome and mo
sanely educated than today when the o
fecling that it is a far greater achieveme
tovbear a son than a daughter has by ¢
means entirely disappeared.  The opinic
of the wife who is a citizen, well inform
and active in public affairs, will natural
be more respected by her husband th
that of the sweet young creature wil
“doesn’t know a thing about her husband
business,” “simply hates politics,” and s
by in silence, stifling her yawns when
conversation turns upon topics of publ
interes.. It also follows that the more di
nified the position of the wife, the me
honored will be that of the mother wi
will no longer be treated to that mixture
affection and contempt which is of.en b
portion today. The mother will not, as b
children grow up, remain scated on 1t
lofty, lonely pedestal of hers (which is on
a poetic way of saying “be laid on tl
shelf”) whence she watches with  wisiit
uncomprehending eyes their movemen s

the great world from which she is shut m
She will be part of the great world
which she initiates her sons and daughtes
They will grow towards her instead

away from her. She will at las: have tl
chance to be her children’s equal.

The ballot will not do this all at on
or all alone, but it will be one of scver
potent factors in the humanization of ot
over-sexed society.

.

Musings of a Socialist Mother.
LLEBE. |

e wore a button on his coat bearit
the picture of our Socialist candidate fi
president of the United States, and \\g
all the energy of his twelve ycars he
clared: “I vote for Debhs.”

I stroked his curly head: “you can't \’Oﬁ
little one.” 1 can when I'm a man”
and then, after a few moments
evident deliberation he added:  “But vy
can never voteosmama.”

lideltca) pang of humiliztion as he spol
that same pang of humiliation that I re
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aving felt, when but a mere slip of a girl
argued politics with my boy playmates
n the old park where the girls and boys
sed to assemble afier school. When the
oys whose fathers were democrats or re-
wblicans, could not meet the arguments
hat I, the child of Socialist parents, ad-
anced, they would cut me short by say-
ng: “Pshaw, you're a girl. you can’t vote!”

Every thinking, intelligent woman must\c

cel deeply humiliated by the realization
hat her mind, her character, her opinions
ind her social service count for nothing in
he state, while even the most ignorant,
lepraved and anti-social man remains her
»olitical master, just because nature, by that
still unsolved mystery of prenatal chance,
has created him a male.

Competitive and combative qualities are
pre-eminently male. Creative and protec-
tive qualities are pre-eminently female.
True progress necessitates a blending of
the male and female qualitics. We have
surpassed the age of physical force and arc
fast entering upon the age in which crea-
tion shall be deemed a greater deed than
destruction, and in which care and service
of the coming generation shall be consid-
ered the first and foremost duty of organ-
ized society. Woman has practiced her
creative  qualities since time immemorial;
she has always been and is today a peaccful
producer; and from the days of the cave-
dwellers to the days of modern capitalism
she has been the care-taker and protector
of the child. In this, our present day
world, woman is evolving from an individ-
val producer to a social producer; her heart
and soul are expanding from individual
motherhood to social motherhood. We
need woman's creative qualitics, we need
her social motherhood in the slow and la-
borious but hopeful progress of mankind
toward true civilization.

Socialist women realize their need of)
political equality perhaps more than any
other group of women. Being part of a
great, world-wide movement in which they
serve on a footing of perfect equality with
men, they kecenly realize the absurdity of
their position when, on election day, they
are unable to serve their cause by the only
means that will lead it to ultimate victory.
We can no longer content ourselves by
being the mothers of citizens. We demand
citizenship for ourselves and for our daugh-
ters.

It is one of miy heart's profoundest wishes
that my little boy may continue to wear a
Socialist button on his coat when he has
grown to be a man, and I fondly cherish
the hope that some day—though my hair
may be white until then—I may go to the
polls with my sons and my daughter to
cast a vote for Socialism, which means a
vote for humanity.

The Paradox of the Socialist Wife.
ANITA €. BLOCK.
Perhaps the most idealV
ation that has yet ex-
ed between man and
yman is that of the So-
ilist husband and wife
10 are actively working
the Socialist move:
nt together. They are
leed “comrades.” in
2 most beautiful sense
that beautiful word.
Arthough it was natur-
ally the element of sex that first drew them
tagether, and while it is the same intangi-
ble, mysterious element that makes thep

b

continue inexpressibly dear to each other,
yet there is less of the sex-bond between
the husband and wife who are both active
Socialist workers than between any other
man and woman.

And the reason for this is not difficult
to find. Within the Socialist party hus
band and wife are absolute and complete
fquals.‘ They are admitted into tie party

m exactly the same terms and they have
identical rights as party members. A\ wife
votes on all matters on which her hushand
votes and she is eligible for the same offices
within the party to which he is eligible.
In relation to this great cause, which is the
biggest factor in both their lives, they are
equal. Membership wichin  the Socialist
party has removed from the wife all stigma
of inferiority on the basis of sex. Husband
and wife are both human beings there, per-
forming the world's work together.

And then in the midst of this refining
and ennobling equality, clection day comes
round—the day on which the governed are
supposed to determine the kind of govern-
ment under which they desire to live. This
is the saddest day in the year for the So-
cialist wife. For on this day all the equal-
ity she has enjoyed throughout the year be-
comes an utter mockery. On this supreme
day, when, as a Socialist, she burns to reg-
ister her protest against the iniquities of
capitalism. she finds hersclf relegated to
the rank of idiot and criminal. On this
supreme day she stands before her hus-
band as his inferior. She experiences the
burning humiliation of her civic impotence.
as she sces her comrade go forth to enjoy
the right and perform the duties of a
citizen.

This, then, is the paradox of the Social
ist wife. How long, oh Socialist wives,
must it yet be before every day of the year
/will find you the equals of your life mates?

None Free Until All Are Free.
LUELLA R. KREHBIEL.

In the earliest times
the primitive  nations
were composed of a king
on the one hand whosc
power was absolute and
a mass of abject slaves
on the other. Nations
werce of little consequecc
as long as their power
was so concentrated. All
nations have grown in
power and importance as

their masses have been more liberated and
developed. Nations will never ve free until
their women, their mothers, are free. An
individual cannot be developed to his high-
est capacity unless he has the freedom to
become so developed, and a woman who
has had all her mastering powers sup-
pressed has little to transmit to posterity.

Woman was man's equal until suppressed
by social forms.

It is urged that woman is man's inferior,
but, as Bebel says in regard to woman's
subjection, a condition becomes custom
and a’custom becomes hereditary.

It is urged that woman should not have
the ballot because she is unlike man. This
is the greatest reason why she should have
it.  Woman is a necessary complement of
man and he cannot be free until she is
likerated and developed to her highest ca-
pacity.

It is urged that women cannot vote he-
cause they cannot carry arms. The firing
of bullets will never solve the problems of
state. It is only the assertion of his high-

est intellectual and moral forces that will
enable man to do this.

I'he privilege of the ballot is not only
woman's right, but her duty. The mere
fact of existence makes every man and
woman an inevitatle member of society, an
inevitable ci.izen of ‘the commonwealth,
and thus cach man and each woman be-
comes equally responsible for every social
and industrial condition that prevails. Each
individual draws all things from the state
and he thercfore owes the state the best
that his most highly developed talent can
return. Both men and women should be
prepared not only to pay their debt to the
state, but to help inaugurate a state of
civilization that will be just and permanent.

A WORD WITH THE EDITOR.

Of course, it
I be more than
e word. But it
mt be many.
ace 1s too
irce for many
wrds from just
» editor,
'n January we
t over 1,100
W  names on
r list. These
mes were
gely single
bscrptions,
ming from all
-ts of the coun-
. Many of
'm were small
clubs sent in, and a few were long lists
sent by our hest workers. These single
subscrip:ions, espcecially, indicate a desire
that is growing among women everywhere
to know more about the changing order
of today, and whither it is leading us. It
means, in short, that women are waking up!
Aren't you glad that the women are

"waking up? And wouldii't you be delighted

,to hand them a picce of literature?

to help them? And don’t you know that
the best way in the world to help them is
And
that the litera.ure they nced is something
that appeals to their special interests, their
immediate needs?  And don’t you know
that . The Progressive Woman is just ex-

tactly this sort of literature?

Then, if you DO know all this, just
plcase get busy and see what wonderful
things you can accomplish. When nearly
@ thousand pcople send in their own and

~two or three more names, just think what

a harvest one could reap by gathering up
ihe thovsands of names of persons who
are NOT QUITE interested enough to
send in themselves, but are just waiting
for you to come around and ask them.

We go to press for this issuec on the
toth of February, so we don't know how
many new names will come in during the
month. But LET US ANNOUNCE NEXT
MONTH THAT MARCH WAS THE
GREATEST EVER!

Will you do it> The P. W. docs hate a
hard times howl. and we always avoid it
when we can. You don't like it, either.

So let's all pull together HARD so that
we can put on a cheerful smile from
now on.

oingle subscriptions, 50c.  Clubs of four
or more, 25¢. Sub cards furnished on ap-
plication, four for $1. Sub blanks free.

If you want to know the—horrors of capitalism
in every walk of life, read ‘Fhe (Mills of M-
mon. You will get them there,
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s it

It is almost impossible these days to
pick up a prominent magazine that hasn’t
an article written at some length, on the
woman question. The “big” magazines, of
course, are not run for the fun of running
them. There must be money in them, or
they die. To make money, they must cater
to the taste of the great public. Not so
long ago they would hardly print anything
about the workingman, or the Socialist
movement. Now their. very best writers
are Socialists, and they are forced to re-
port the news of the proletarian world, be-
cause of the demand for it. And as they
were forced to take notice of the doings
of the common people, so they are being
forced to give space to the woman move-
ment. Forced by public demand. The
public wants itself educated. Education
means a new psychology, and thus we are
putting on a new mind almost over night,
at least before we are aware of what we
are doing, and one morning we shall look
through the haze and the tumult, and the
topsy-turvyness of today’s chaos, and find
a beautiful new democracy shining square
in our faces, ready to wrap the whole of
society in its humane and beneficent folds.

The cost of beef rose from $6.50 per 100
pounds in 1900 to $8 in 1910; of sheep from
$4.75 in 1900 to $6 in 1910; of hogs from
$4.50 in 1900 to $8.60 in 1910; of lard from
6c per pound in 1900 to 12c in 1910; butter
28c in 1900 to 36¢ in 1910; eggs from 24c
a dozen in 1900 to 38c in 1910; flour from
$3.40 a barrel in 1900 to $5.40 in 1910. All
this meant from year to year less calico
for the wife’s dresses, less gingham for the
children’s frocks; less new furniture for
the house, less dimes for little pleasures,
less dollars put in the bank for the rainy
day. Who says the housewife with her
ballot wouldn’t help to bring these prices
down? And if she, who bears the brunt of
the misery and degradation that comes
from high prices will not help to abolish
them, who will?

“The Proletarian” is an interesting pub-
lication edited by Chas. T. Takahashi, a
young Japanese Socialist. A continued his-
torical sketch, Industrial Evolution ot the
Far East, gives some very instructive points
on the discovery or Japan by westerners,
and their cfforts to sccure a foothold in
the flowery kingdom. “Let Us Unite” is
an editorial calling upon the proletarians
of this country to unite with those of every
other courtry, inc'=Vrg he Orientals, for

. - — R —

their mutual benefit against the encroach-
ment of capitalism. The Proletarian, like
all new Socialist publications, is having its
share of financial trouble. What it nceds
is subscriptions. Send 50c to the editor,
T. Takahashi, 935 Wells street, Chicago,
and you will get the paper for a year.

The Irish Socialist paper, The Harp, for-
merly published in Chicago, now comes to
us from Dublin, Ireland. The Harp was
moved to Ireland because the managers
felt that the Socialist movement there
needed a representative in the press de-
voted to its cause, It is 50c a year, and
worth every cent of it—and more. Ad-
dress The Harp, Temple Lane, Dublin,
Ireland.

The department of commerce and labor
has just issued a comprehensive compila-
tion of marriage and divorce statistics from
all over the world, which furnishes much
information of interest. Although the di-
vorce habit in other countries is on the in-
crease, the United States, like Abu Ben
Adam’s name, leads all the rest. In 1870
but one divorce was granted to every
1,233 marriages. In 1900 there was one
divorce for every 250 marriages. It will
not be long before the ratio is one to every
100 marriages. To the unthinking, this is
only calamity foretelling the dissolution of
society. But whether it be calamity or not,
it does not foretell the dissolution of so-
ciety. Society has withstood uphevals in
the course of its evolution quite as radical
as the change now going on in the ele-
ments composing the home. The present
si.uation but proves the Socialist statement
that the home, like everything else in hu-
man society, is founded upon economic
conditions, and with the changing of these
it will change. But so long as there are
men, women and children in the world, the
home will never be destroyed. And let us
remenrtber this—if we are ourselves wise,
nothing but good can come out of the
present chaos. :

Somehow, somewhere, in our -callow
youth, we were made to believe in the
chivalry of men. Today we read about
.olicemen rough-handling the girl strik-
:r< in New York, of forcible fecding
and other brutalities practiced on women
suffragettes in the London prisons, of the
unwarranted arrests of wives, mothers and
sisters of strikers in Pittsburg, Pa., and of
general unchivalric treatment of women
in various other quarters. Like the little
boy who asks questions, we wonder what
the world means by “chivalry,” anyway. It
sealiy looks as if it were like the stout little
fellow who said to a meek little sister,
“Now, Mary, you be good. See? If you
are, I'll give you part of my apple, and let
you play with my toys. But if you ain’t
good I'll slap your face. See? And 1
don’t want no monkey business, either.”
It looks as if chivalry were a thing that
depended entirely upon the “goodness” of
women. The men, of course, defining the
term “good.” Karl Pearson says that the
first subjection of woman was effected
through the brute strength of men, and
Herbert Spencer says that whole races of
people have died out because of the treat-
ment accorded the females by the males.
For the most part we expect to find our
men civilized beyond the use of this brute
strength in controlling womankind, but it
still crops out in certain quarters, espe-
cially where the capitalist idea of “the vic-
tory to the strong,” is the moving ideal.

.value to her, as promoting the welfare of

Resolutions Passed.

Resolutions passed by the Chicago Sociall:
Woman's Kducational conference at its reguls
meeting, held January 29th, at 8 p. m., at 1~
Washington street, bearing on the platform's o
mittee's statement of principles adopted at tt
same meeting :

“Whereas, The Socialist party platform piedu:
hxe party to an active propaganda in favor ¢
woman suffrage; and

““Whereas, The platform presents none of tt
principles upon which this action was taken; ar

““Whereas, We believe that the next part
platforin should embody a statement of su¢
principles; therefore, be it

‘‘Resolved, That it {8 the desire of this meetir
that this statement of principles be sent to ti
the national woman's committee. with a reque:
that it be forwarded to the woman’s committes
and presented by them to the varlous locals 2
discussion; and be it further

“Resolved, From the reports of these discn
sions the national woman’s committee forwmula:
?rlnclnles to be embodied in the next party pla
orm."

Resolutions adopted by the Chicago Sociali:
Woman's Educational conference at its regul:
meeting, held January 29th, 8 r m., at 180 Wasl
Ington street, on the report of the platform con
mittee, apnointed at the October m-eting:

‘“Whereas, The relation of woman's politia
condition to thd economic question ought to t
clearly defilned and recognized; therefore be it

Resolved: That the accompanying statemen
of that relation be submitted to the national w¢
man's committee, with the recommendation tha
they transmit it to all the local woman's cou
mittees, by them to be presented and discusse
In the locals of the party.

Statement of Principles.

1. Woman is being forced into the industris
world, where she I8 the most exploited of th
workers. She 18 the most exploited because, b
ing without the ballot, she has no means ¢
political self-defense, and her helpless conditioi
makes her a disastrous competitor of the en
franchised wage worker.

2. Productlve industry has been taken frot
the home, leaving the domestic woman only th
tasks of personal service, thus making her of .
servi'le and dependent class. As powers are onl
developed by the exercise of faculties, woman
mental and soclal development nas heen arreste
by her servile condition.

3. The home has become fo enmeshed in socia
conditions that it can not be controlled withont
controlling those conditions. Woman ought t«
have a voice In that control, since she is Iel
responsible for the home and for the child. Bul
if the wage earning woman I8 exploiled, the
woman of the home. especially in her sex re'a
tions, 18 explolted still more completely, througt
the position of economic dependence of the marrie
woman.

AID WORK OF ENSLAVEMENT.

The fulfillment of hor maternal functions. whic'
by all reasoning rights, ennoble and dignify he
personal rights, acts all in the direction of het
e¢nslavement. The laws of all states, In vary
ing degrees, support superior 1ights of nnstan
and father, and In many cases -result in un
speakable humiliations to the wifs and the
mother, since the control of her actions, of het
very person and of her children rests througt
law and custom with the husband.

4. In primitive society woman ts the economi
factor, and in her bhands production 18 carried
on continually. Capitallsm stands betw en th
communism of primitive soclety and the co
munism of the future. The introduction of p
vate property and competition deprived wo
of her control of production and made her
slave. The establishment of the industrial
monwealth will restore the feminine principle
co-operation, will restore to soclety the econu
value of woman's productive labor and to wol
her freedom and sccial opportunity.

The material function of woman has reade
her the altrulstic factor of soclety. She
primarily interested in the welfare of persons
the possession of things js of only secondal

sons. The Soclalist philosophy adopts the pril
ciple of altruism. Therefore, tne strong
stimulus to the Soclalist movement is to be ol
tailned through enlisting the energies of wom
in its behalf.

working in vain to secure soclal changes whi
it will be impossibie to achieve under capitalis!
but which would follow naturally and Inevita
under Soclalism.

1t I8, therefore, lozical that woman's sifr
be recognized as an integral part of the Social
program,

The Sociallst women of Chicago celebrst
Woman's Day by a rousing meeting at the G
rick theater. Alice ITenry and May Wood Simol
were the speakers. The ‘“statement of principl™
were read by Lida Parce. The Garrick theat
is next to the largest in Chicago, Is beaatiful
decorated, and the women of Chicago are f0
tunate in having it at their disposal. through f
courtesy of Comrade Arthur M. Il.ewls, who
tures there every Sunday morning.

Don't send stamps when you-can avoid it. (ol
in small sums./ moa~y_order- or .bank check
larger {8 better.
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The Marriage Contract

LIDA PARCE

(*In 1900 we had 60,000 divorce cases in
merica, while Engiand had 728. In Vermont
. 1900 we had one divorce to every ten mar-
ages; in California one to every seven; in
alne one to every six; in Indiana one to every
7 marriages. In some of the citles it was even
orse. In Kansas City, Mo., there was one di-
yrce to every four marriages, and in San Fran-
sco one to every three marriages.

These figures are alarming. There {is little
onder that serfous and dignified bodies have
vubled themselves about the dlvorce question.
. would seem as if soclety were actually on the
srge of disintegration. And there must be a
vason for the alarming increase in divorce, since
iere is never an effect without a cause.

It has been said that this reason lies In the
epravity of human nature, in the fast life of
ay, in too much license given to women, and
> on. But the editor of The Progressive Woman
slieves much of the cause for our many divorces
es in the Inconsistencies of the marriage laws
jemselves. Laws written for an age when woman
'as notoriously subject to man, laws which, when
ild out in their nakedness, are so shockingly
nfair to the woman in the contract that it is
ttle wonder the Intelligent woman of today
hafes under them, and that large numbers arc
reaking away altogether.

But the marriage contract is a delicate fabri-
ation. not often subject to the frank investiga-
jon of the ordinary laymen. Not one woman in
tn thousand knows anvthing about it. How few,
or instance, know that, if married, they have
o right. under the law. to their own children?
«nd oanly recently Harriet Stanton Blatch, the
umerican-born daughter of Ellzabeth Cady Stan-
on, had to take out naturalization papers before
he could become a citizen of her own New York,
ecause, forsooth, she had married an English-
1an! Who ever heard of an American man tak-
ng out naturalization papers because he had
narried a foreign-born woman? This is but on®¢
nstance showing the propertv rights, under the
aw, of a man in his wife.

There are scores of other points, even more
dtal than this, that are detrimental to the best
nterests of a woman when she marries. And
ecause we believe enlightenment on this ques-
fon will lead to marriage laws that will make
i saner and more democratic contract, thus bring-
ng about purer and happier unions, and because
ve believe that omly through the sane and demo-
ratlc contract, and the nobler unton, will divorce
lecrease, and the home become a higher and
leaner institutlon than it now is, have we de-
ided to publish in The Progressive Woman a
eries of articles dealing with this most vital
{ institutions, from the legal side.

Liga Parce, of Chicago University, one of the
oremost writers and sneakers on the woman ques-
fon, is preparing these articles. They will run
erially {n The Progressive Woman, and it is our
‘esire that our readers get them Into the hands
f hundreds of thousands of women in every part
f the countrv. DON'T FAIL TO DO THIS. If
re are to educate womankind. we must carry
heir instruction to them. This is how you can
1anage in this case: Order a bundle of 100 or
lore coples containing this series each month,
mrk the articles, pick out the homes where you
hink they will do the most good. and CARRY
‘HE PAPERS TO THEM. You can't afford to
luss this opportunity. Or, If you have friends
ot of town that you wish to reach, order the
apers sent to them, either single copies or by
he year. We will giadly mall them out from
ere, providing you send us the names. They
re 2¢ a copy in bundles, or 25¢ a year in clubs
{ four or more. Single subscription, 50c.

Now don't let this opportunity pass. Lida
‘arce s a careful, consclentious writer; she has
o desire to dish up a lot of sensational tommy-
ot; but she will give the facts, and make them
b plain that the most abject slave of the present
ystem cannot fall to sce the refléction of her
wn miserable condition in them. In short, this
tries of articles on The Marriage Contract will
pen the eyes of woman to her status under capi-
\lism, as they were never opencd before.—Ed.
rogressive Woman.)

In the January issue of
The Progressive Wo-
man an article appeared
on the subject of “Sex
and Contractual Moral-
ity,” in which there was
some discussion of the
marriage contract. The
editor of The P. W. has
suggested that I go far-
ther into this question;
, that 1 state specific laws
rd quote authorities to show what the
trms of this interesting contract really are.
there is quite a good deal to be said on
bis subject. There are a number of

‘&_
*Charles A. Ellwood in “IS THE AMERICAN
{ILY TO DIE?" in The Dellneator, February,

clauses, and after you have them bcfore
you in cold type it will require some analy-
sis to lay bare the true meaning of them.
1 will make a beginning this month with
one ot two clauses, and take up others from
time to time, going slowly so as to give
plerty of time for a full appreciation of
the several points to be disclosed.

If you will get a copy of “Bishop on
Marriage, Divorce and Separation” and turn
to pages 23 and 24 you will find the fol-
lowing: “Marriage is considered in every
country as a contract and may be defined
to be a contract ‘according to the form pre-
scribed by law,” by which a man and wo-
man, capable of entering into such a con-
tract, mutually engage with each other to
live their whole lives together in the state
of union which ought to exist between
husband and wife.”

On page 27 you will find the following:
“Marriage is a contract altogether of a
peculiar kind; it stands alone, and can be
assimilated to no other contract whatever.”
And on page 36 the following: “‘Bishop
on Marriage and Divorce’ was published in
1852. In it its author, it is believed for the
first time in any legal treatise or judicial
opinion, broke away from the old shackles,
and defined marriage as a status.”

Sir Henry Maine, in Ancient Law, says
that civilization has been a progress from
status to contract. That is, in ecarly civili-
zation a person’s whole life was determined
by the status to which he wis born. He
was hedged about by a condition so that
he could not control his life. Whether he
was born a citizen, a free man or a slave,
he remained all his life in that condition.
He could not alter it by entering into any
free relations. But as civilization advanced
people acquired more and more the right
to enter by contract, into relations that
had no connection with the status to which
they were born. As freedom increased, the
power to form contracts increased; so that
a condition of freedom is really the same
as an unrestricted right of contract. So
it is said that civilization has been a prog-
ress from status to contract. But it seems
from the last quotation that in the matter
of marriage, we are progressing backward;
or from contract to status.

The difficulties about this marriage con-
tract are obvious. A contract is an agree-
ment into which two free persons enter
voluntarily, and which involves mutual
duties, obligation and penalties. Blackstone
called marriage a civil contract because it
had come to be considered a voluntary
agreement and it certainly involved duties,
obligations and penalties. But there has
always been great difficulty in treating it
as a contract for the reason that woman
was not a person in the eyes of the law and
did not have any contractual privileges.

She could not sign a contract and the duties
and obligations and privileges were not
mutual. So Bishop, in the first edition of
his work, ‘“Marriage and Divorce,” tried
to help some by presenting the idea that
marriage is not a contract after all, but a
status. But here another ambarrassment
arises: the moment you call marriage a
status you have to describe or define your
status; and there is no other way to define
it than as a status of servitude. We will

now examine one or two of the terms of

this agreement by which woman cnters a
status of servitude.

In “Tiffany’s Persons and Domestic Re-
lations,” on pp. 70,71, you will find the fol-
lowing: “When a tort is committed against
a married woman, damages may be recov-
ered: (a) For the injury to the wife, as for
her mental and physical suffering. (b) For
injury to the husband—as for the loss of
his wife’s society and services, and dis-
bursements—in an action by the husband
suing alone, at common law, and in such
action only. By statute in some states,
such damages can be reccovered in joint
action.” And on pages 72, 73: “At com-
mon law an action for injuries growing out
of assault and battery, negligent personal
injury, libel, slander, etc., must be brought
by the husband and wife jointly. The dam-
ages recovered in such action are for the
injury to the wife, and not for any injury
to the husband; but they belong to the
husband when recovered. “In addition to
this joint action, he can recover
his own damages, for the loss of
her society and service and money expenses.
. . . . Damages for an injury to the hus-
band must be recovered in an action by the
husband alone.”

There is, of course, no provision whereby
a wife can sue for injuries sustained by her
husband and pocket the damages awarded,
herself. He can sue for such injuries, and
the damages when recovered, belong to
him. The theory of all this is that her iden-
tity is dissolved in marriage, or that the
two become one, and that he is thg one.
This is one of the legal fictions that law-
makers have found to be necessary for the
purpose of maintaining certain persons in
a false position for the profit of other per-
sons. Buft you will observe that the law is
not consistent even with the principle of this
legal fiction. For it provides that damages
may be awarded to him for her suffering,
and to him for loss of her services. Two
persons, you sece. If he were master and
she slave the procedure would probably
not be different, excepting that he could
only collect damages for loss of her ser-
vices.

An unmarried woman can now sue for
lamages and recover in her own name. Ex-
cepting for the purpose of placing a wife in
a status of servitude, and giving the hus-
band an advantage over her which is purely
artificial and gratuitous in character, there
is no possible use for this clause. If women
were drawing up a contract for marriage
which they could sign with dignity and
self-respect, this clause would be left out
altogether, reserving to the woman married.
the same right which she has unmarried, to
sue for damages, and to recover and own
the same herself. /

The young children of Mrs. B. R. Till-¥
man, Jr, have been deeded by her husband
to B. R. Tillman, Sr. She 1s suing now for
their recovery; but she has been informed
that she can not recover them under the
law. Her husband deserted her, gave the
children to his father, and she is not al-
lowed to see them. She was ill when he
went away and took the children. She has
net seen them since. The father is said
to be an habitual drunkard. B. R. Tillman,
Sr., is U. S. senator from South Carolina.
This is a legal act in all the states of the
union cexcepting nine. It is one of the terms
of the marriage contract that gives the
husband this right. Men alone have formed
the terms of this contract.

Women can never” have gex frecdom  uutil “they
are economlcally free.
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The Equal Suffrage Campaign
in South Dakota

ANNA A. MALLY

At the last session of
Bl the South Dakota legis-
lature is was decided to
submit to referendum an
amendment to the state
constitution granting the
vote to women. This
amendment  will  come
before the state next fall.
The  South  Dakota
R |Equal  Suffrage associa-
which is affiliated
Suffrage asso-
has inaugurated in the state of
South Dakota a “Voies for Women"” cam-
paign.  The management of the campaign
15 in the hands of a special committee with
headquarters at Sioux [Falls.  Mrs. A, D.
Tinsley is chairman and headquarter's sec-
re ary. Mr. J. L. White is chairman of
the tnance committee, which is one of the
sub-commitiees acting under the direction
of the executive committee. All who wish
to give a hand in this fight for the exten-
st of the principles of human freedom
snould send their donations to Mr. \White.

The woman's campaign in this state
should be honored for the enemies it has
made. Politicians in the bad sense gen-
erally are against it. Politics everywhere
is bound to be corrupt so long as public
officials are the servants of moneyed in-
terests which preserve and perpetuate their
power by bribing the law-givers; but in
South Dakota there is scarcely an attempt
made to conceal the stench that arises from
the political cesspool.

There are something like two hundred
and fifty newspapers in the state, daily and
weekly. The sta.e is strongly republican,
and somewhat naturally its press is  so.
Some forty of the papers will publish mat-
ter submitted by the women, but only a
small portion of these will support the wo-
man’s campaign cditorially.  Of the other
two  hundred papers, a few have said
frankly that they are against suffrage for
women, the majority state that they wiil
not have anything to say, as a diplomatic
sidestep. these editors are against suffrage.
Once cditor has given out what is known
to be the sentiment of others who are not
talking. He is opposed to woman’s suf-
frage because the women would probably
vote for prohibition and they would surely
be against government protection of vice.
The gentle cditor says that dives are nee-
essary; if we did not have them no woman
would be safe upon the streets of our cities.

The culture of Greece was supposced to
rest upon the labor of the slave, which af-
forded leisure to the scientists and philoso-
phers.  Today our leaders of thought tell
us that some women will he permitted to
observe the standards of purity which men
have set for them only if they tamely con-
sent to the enforced debauchery of other
women. The women of the working class
must be forced and be.rayed into  white
slavery in order that the virtue of the com
fortable home may Le protected.

The liquor interests of the state organ
ized into what 1s known as the Retail Mer-
chants association is siaid to be conducting
a forceful i auict caumpaign against  the
woman's right to vote. 1t may comfort
SV ssachusetts Nssaciation Opposced to

tion,
with the National Woman's

ciation,

the Further Extension of Suffrage to Wo-
men” to know that the agents of the sa
loons and dives, and .the corrupt politicians
are paying for the ancient classic literature
against suffrage that they are shipping into
the state of South Dakota. This litera ure
has been plentifully distributed among the
newspaper offices.

The anti-suffragist here uses that vener
akle method of loading the suffrage move
ment with every hing that is calculated to
cite prejudice against it. They would have
us believe that we would be deluged with
cverything that ever has keen held objec-
tionable in religious, political and social
practice if thes women voted.  Often it
crops out that our brother is afraid that
the voting woman would stop Sunday base
ball games and other forms of amusement
dear to the masculine heart; in other
words, they fear that the women will in-
troduce into the general life the religious
and moral standards which up to this time
the men have so rigidly imposed upon the
feminine half. What has been sauce for
the goose under the gander’s prescription,
he will have none of, if he can get out of it.

Governor Vessey stands frankly for wo-
man’'s suffrage.

Mrs. Tinsley, chairman of the campaign
committee, is a dignitied but finely demo-
cratic woman. She has a broad outlook
over the social field and is ready to retire
prejudices and discuss principles.

Miss Perle Penfield, once of the national
organizers of the National Woman's Suf-
frage association, has been sent into the

state to work during the campaign.  She
has been for two years in the feld, is a
woman of quiet power and is brave and

patient under all discouragemen:s.  She is
at this time engaged in lining up the wo-
men in different towrs for the more active
period of the campaign when speakers wil!
e in the field. In many towns the women
are organized and in such places Miss Pen-
ficld outlines for them their preliminary
work. In many instances, however,
goes into towns where the movement has
no representative and puts the work on
its feet as best she can.

When one talks with the quict, carnest
pcople engaged in this work here, one
wonders where are the “short-haired wo-
men and the long-haired men” who only
are pouul.lrly supposed to be suffragisis.
One does, however, every day meet num-
bers of long-cargd men and short-sighted
women on the other side.

With only a few months in which to do
their work, the committee making a
straight, unencumbered fight for votes for
women. The amendment is submitted in-
dependent  of  other issues.  In order to
carry it. votes  are needed  representing
every shade of political and religious be-
liecf.  Votes for women, votes without
strings, and then the ficld will be open for
all to secure the support of the women
for their political principles.  And
who have clean and worthy principles, we
believe may come to their task unafraid,

she

is

National Organizer of  Women for the
Socialist Party.

Nocialists  don't sing enongh.  The rwvolution:
arv songs combiled by Chas, . Kerr will arouse
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Since the first safety pins were invented mam
improvements have made them still safer fo
theuser. The safety of the fabric pinned wa:
not considered — until the inventor of the
¢‘Capsheaf’’ made a safety pin without the
coil spring which catches and tears the cloth:
ing. Send postal to 101 Franklin St., New
York City, for free samples. Use ‘‘Cap
sheaf’’ once and you will always use it.

JUDSON PIN CO., M'f'rs.
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THE RIGHT OF ASYLUM.

Hattie Gutierriz De Lara, wife of tie
Mexican political refugee, spoke before th
William Morris club of San Francisco a
its January meeting, at Equality hall.

Mrs. Delara is devoting her time and
efforts to rasing a fund for the defense o
the three Mexicans, Ricardo Flores Ma
gon, Antonio Villareal and Labrado Rivera
who are now held as political prlsnncn al
Florence, Ariz.

It is fearced that upon the expiration o
their term of imprisonment, July 31, 1910
they will again be arrested, as there is an
osther indictment against these men in Del
Rio, Texas.

Mrs. Delara in her lecture cxplained the
neutrality laws and the methods by whick
they had been distorted to secure the arres!
and conviction of the Mexican patrioty
who had been obliged to flee to Americag
soil.  To readers of recent magazine liter
ature on “Barbarovs Mexico.” her confir
mation of the terrible conditions suﬂ’crtj
by the workers furnishes added proof
the necessity for more strenuous effo
in their behali. ANl comrades should
membher the date for the liberation of the

prisoners, and note the course of cven
An injury to one should be the conce
of all.

Mrs. De Lara is of prepossessing appea
ance, and impresses one as a woman wl
would carry out anything she undertakel
having both courage and strength. She
an American by birth. but through her a
sociation with Mr. De Lara has come
understand Mexican history, the conditi
and character of the people, and with M
Delara has fully determined to keep up t
struggle for the emancipation of the Mex
can proletariat,

It was Mrs. De Lara's firm resolution t
accompany her husband to Mexico, hadt

cauthorities succeeded in deporting him ¢

that  country.  Fortunately he has hee
saved, through the efforts of our loyal N
cialist comrades. and henceforth Mr an
Mres. De Lard willydevote themselves t

the cause of Mexican liberty.
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World Wide Woman’s Movement.

The Polish women are waging war unceasingly
to obtain  enfranchisement,

Fran

Blauenfeldt., of Denmark. has started
sufflinge

a
paper, “Kristeligt Kvindeblad.™

Oregon and Oklahoma will iIntroduce suffrage
bills in thelr legislatur-s next autumn. ‘Phere is
a chance of the bLills passing.

The Dutch Bond for
that its  membership
many lectures are

Women Suffrag:
Is steadily

increasing, and
being

held over the country.

The formation of the IFrench Woman Suffrage
Association has givea new tmpulse to the suf-
frage movement in France. The French W. S,
A. Qs itself Increasing In membership and influ-
ence.

A suffrage meeting of some kind Is held In New
York City every dav, in large and small halls.
churches  xchool houses. drawing rooms, women's
clulw, ete.. and suffraze is constantly  discussed
at all kinds of gatherings.

The Sociallst women of Chicago. following (he
lead of the resolution passed by the International
Congress at Ntuttgart, and that ree ntly voted
upon by the New York women. d feated by one
rote a resolution to work in any way with saf-
frage organizations outside the Socalist move-
ment, .

The women in the states of South Dekota and
Wasiiington are busy preparing for the spring and
summer  campaign.  Their legislatures have sub-
mitted the question of woman suffrage to he voted
upon In the fall, and the women have bafore them
th; task of educating the masses to their stand-
point.

“They were told that If they accepted the in-
vitation which the Natlonal Association had s nt
asking for thelr co-operntion in the e¢fort for the
suffrnze. they would have the full privileges of
the convengiens, ete. Nevertheless,  they  repu
diat d_the fdea and resolved to work by them-
NeiVes,

The woman’s educational movement Is growing
rapidly in Japan. 'The Woman's University in
1oKkio has over 1,000 studenis and every oppor-
tunity is given women to ‘)reparp themselves for
auy kind of a p.ofessional cajeer. sides the
\\itiman's University. 7Tokio has 73 schools for
zirls.

For the purpose of determining the sentiment
of the women of the state on the question of
women xuffrage. Senator Brack tt. of New York.
inttoduced a bi'l providing for a special election
on the day previous to the general election next
fall at which all women more than 21 years old
may voie on the question of whether they shall
have the full right of suffrage.

A bill was introduced Into the Natal (South
Africa) legis.ative assembly on Nov. Ist, to am-n:l
the franchise in favor of the Incluslon or the
women in the suffrage of the colony by the d--
letion of the word “male.””  The bHIT wax de-
feated by a vote of 19 to 12, "This, however, was
o e favorable than the vote of four years ago.
and the s ntiment for woman suffrage is steadily
srowing. -

The New York Equal Suffragette society, of
which Mra. Clarence Mackay is the prosident and
ceadiag spirit, bas reduced its annual dues fro.n
five to two dollars. Accoiding to Mrs. Mackay
this reduction i8 for the purpose of getting self-
supporting women as members.  She belleves that
Women wacon earners need the ballot more than
any other class to protect themselves againsg the

man-made laws regulating hours of work.
The headquarters of the Natlonal American

Woman Suffrage Association has been moved from
Warrea, Ohfo; to New York.  The offices are
located on the 17th floor of a handsome. new office
hailding at 505 Fifth avenu-.  Rev. Anna Ll
Shaw and Prof. Frances NSqaire Dotter. president
2nd  corresnonding secretary, are the officers in
charge.  The press department is under the pe.-
sonal divection of Mrs. Ida IHusted llarvper.

Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont has invited the negro
womea of New York to ‘join the Poiitieal Equal-
Ity Club of which she isx president. Ultimately
they may form suffrage associations of their
own. but for the present as many as wish wili
b admitted to the Polltical Fquality (lub.  Forty
cnrolled today at a meeting  addressed by Mrs.
Belmont in a” West Side negro church.  Mis. Bel
mont came quickly to the point. .

“l feel” ‘she said, *that unless this cause
means freedom and equal rights to all women of
every race, of every creed. rich or woor, its doc-

trints are worthless and it must rail.

In their last convention the Socialist womn
of New York City voted against a proposition to
work with the suffragists at such time and place
as should seem not Incompatible with their prin:
ciples.  Regarding this action Ida Husted Harper
says fn a recent report: .

“Th suffragists have won the contidence of
the wage ecarning women and it is probable that
henceforth they will work tozether.  In view of
all this it seems incredible that the Rocialist wo-
men of New Yoirk should do whit they have done,
Thev held” a mass meeting on December 19th, and
_{{ier a full discussion voted by a large majority

reports |

|
1

not to affiliate or work with any of the suffrag-
associatlons.  P'reviously the leaders had called
several times at the headquarters and had re-
cefved from Dr. Shaw and other officers the most
positive assurance, both spok:n and written, that
the  National Association never  assisted  with
money, speakers or work any movement for lim-
ited suffrage.
At a special meeting of the Women's Polit-
fcal  Association of Victorin held on November
12th, the president. Miss Vida Goldstein. was
nominated as a candidate for the senate at the
elwtion for the commonwealin parlfament, which
will be held during Ma:ch ot April of next year,
Miss Goldstein will stand as a non-party candi-
date and will seek to enlist the support of the
clectors for a federal equal marriage and divorce
law, and agalnst the development of the military
spirit in the boys of Australia, as the new de.
fense DI provides for military training, by means
of the cadet movement. from 12 years of age.

At Vienna last October M. Joures.
member of parliament, sald in a speech :

“Not as a matter of gallantry, but as I awm
convinced that this forms part of the social ¢, -
tion, I will now particularly address the women
Lere present,

“'They, too. have numerous rights to conquer.
How many unfortunate women from factories
ave to begin another task after their working
day at thy factory. and toll azain at home :

“The women have the richt and the duty to
arge the solutlon of the question of their  eco-
nonmtical and soclal position.

“We shall take our stand by the side of the
vallant women workers who rise to claim eco-
nomical and political equality with m-n.

“Since there are numerous feminists in Isere, 1
told it my dutv to cncourage them to hasten (he
Four when complete equality of rights for mea
and women shall be proclaim-d.”- M. . K.

Mrs. Alma V. Lafferty Lawmaker.

After threee moaths' experience as th~ only
woman member of the (olozado legislature amonyg
ninety-nine—sixty-four In the house and thirty-
five in the senate—I am more than ever firmiy
convinced of the right and justice of woman suf-
frage. and belleve, that. whenever it Is possible,
it is the duty of »n woman {0 take an active
part in helpiag to make the laws of her state,
=ays Alma V. Laffery In the Delineator for Sep
tember.  Untl) now. I never realzed how badly
the mother heart and the appreciation of the
human side of every qiestion are neceded in our
law-making assemblics.” When it comes to making
laws for the protectlon of our chilidren and for
the bettwment of conditions for women., who is
more capuble or better fitted to pertorm the task
that the women themselyves?

I vvas with mueh reluctance thar T consented
to allow my name to come hefors the convention
for nomination  on the  democratic  legisiative
ticket.  ‘Fne nomination came 1o wme. ansolicited
on my part. at the request of the women of the
party, and It met with no opposition in the con-
vention. 1 mad: a strenuous enmpaign and olten
spoke at three different meetings in ons ovening:
first, perhaps. in some lttle old public hall in the
Tower part of the c¢ity: next. in one of the
prominent th aters, and last, at a drawing-room
meeting in one of the fashionable houxes in the
best residence distriet. whore we wonldd have music
and dainty refreshments, :

The drawing roem m-eting was likelvy to be a
society function, ar which the Invitation might
read @ “To meet the coming eleetion issues.”  On
election day, accompanied by a party of Eriends,
[ went in an automn bi'e from one voting place
1o another, at cach finding quite as many wom n
s men.  In fact, In Colorado. the women are much
wore active and svecesstul than the men In g tting
tiie voters out to the polls.

Soclalist

The bnlk of human mirery is achieved
wavried woman of the middle ¢'ass- for atded to
the unassisted care of thelr fonitics are of.ea
bitter poverty and p riods f hauntinzg foa .
I'ranklin. Wentworth.

by the

“THE MILLS OF MAMMON,”

BY JAMES M. BROWER .

491 pages Vullun de Luxe.  IMustrated.
Price $1.50. .

The Hottest Story You Ever Read!

It digs to the roots of our social sinning
—exposes the "WHITE SLAVE TRADIE™
i words that burn, and goes after "IN
DUSTRIAL ANARCHY”™ in a way that
will delight "PROGRESSIVE WOMEN"
readers. “The author has boldly stepped
1eross the line that divides polite twaddle
from burning realism and has written a
nowerful story dealing with the forces that
muke for social decay.” 117 YOUR BLOOD
IS RED YOU WILL WANT THIS
GREAT  STORY  EXPOSING  THIE
SWHITE SLAVE TRAFEFICT

REGULAR PRICE $1.50. OUR PRICIH
S1.10, POSTPAID.

HOUSEWIFE
TAKE NOTICE!

O introduce NO-AL

Flavors we will mail
free of charge, for a lim-
ited period a beautiful 48-
page Cook Book sold
regularly at 25 cents per
copy, with each order for
a regular 25 cent tube of

NO-AL vanilla or lemon

F lavors.

- These Flavors are guar-
anteed under the pure
food and drug act of June

30th, 1906, No. 1643.

q These Flavors are manufactur-
ed by C. H. Stuart & Co., who have
branches and distributing agencies in
England, France, Germany, Japan,
Brazil, Mexico, South Africa and the
leading cities in the world, and the
manufacturers guarantee that one 25
cent tube of NO-AL Flavors will
equal and go farther than 10 bottles
of the average Alcoholic flavors sel-
ling for 10 cents per bottle. ”

When ordering send money order
if possible made payable to Egalite
Mercantile Co.

All communications should be
addressed to

Egalite Mercantile Co.

(DISTRIBUTERS)
Model Building, St: Louis, Mo.
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FOR THE CHILDREN

LOVE'S PATRIOT.

ERNEST CROSEY.

1 saw a lad, a beauti-
ful lad.

With a far-off look
In his cye.

Who smiled not at
the battle-flag
When the cavalry

troop marched hy.
And  sorely  vexed o
asked the lad
Where might
country be,
cared not for
onr country’s flng
And the brave from

his

Who

over-sea ?

“Oh, my country is
the Land of
Love,”

Thus did the lad
reply ;

“My country is the

Tl.and of ILove
And a ]nmiot there
am 1.

“And who iz your king. ny patriot boy,
Whom lovallv you obey i

“My king is Fre-dom.” qnoth the lad,
“And he never says me nay.

“Then you do as you like in llm Land of Lovs,
Where overy man is l‘nn-'

“Nay, we do as we love,” replied the lad,
And his smile feli full on me.

\

CHILDREN’S HOTELS.
JOSEPHINE b('“N‘;Hll-K:\\'EK()A

In the December 0 WL we talked about
the little children in New York who lived
in the crowded and filthy slum houses. Now
we will fook at the lives of more fortunate
little ones who live in great. heautiful ho-
tels, and have cverything they need or
want.

Their parents live with them. of course.
And they all have nice rooms together.
But there are special play rooms just for
the children, where whole crowds of them
can go, and with nurses to watch and play
with them, they spend whole afternoons
in the greatest of enjoyment.  You see,
the nurses must be there so if some once
gets his head bumped, or a splinter in her
finger, the nurse attends to it immediately,
and no bad results followa Of course, a
play room is not perfect without toys, and
the hotels furnish plenty of beautiful and
expensive toys for their little gnests—toy
"railroads, rocking horses, lovely big dolls,
shallow tanks with warships in them, me-
nageries with hair covered animals, to say
nothing of marbles and all sorts of indoor
games. These toys are always much bet-
ter than any family of average means can
buy for their children.

Besides the play rooms there are glass
sun parlors on the roof where little folks
can go with mothers or nurses on cold
rainy days, and amid the palms and other
luxuriant plants have a rcal out-of-door
lark. Then there is the roof play ground.
You know the little slum children play on
the dirty roofs of the houses and some-
times fall off. Dut these roof gardens or
play ground are fitted up with high walls
so the children can't fall over. They have
little forests of small trees, hke a park, and
flower beds, and grass with winding paths,
that 1t exactly like being on the
ground, only there never any danger
from the cars and automobiles. Then there
are in the hotels shallow swimming pools
for the larger children, and there are kin
dergartens for the very vounyg
dress-makers who devote

S0 1S

1~

ONnes,

cven their

and
1imc{

to making beautiful clothes just for little
Loys and girls.

Of course it is lovely to be able to live
in a place like this®> Not many children
have such fne opportunities for care and
pleasure, and mental development. The
tired mother in the home can’t furnish all
of these things. She has so many things
to think of, and to do, and then she hasn’t
much money, you know. Father makes all
he can, but it isn’t cnough to buy all the
lovely things the little folks in the big
hotels have. .

There are in New York City over one
thousand of these hotels for children, with
over 300,000 guests, both big folks and
children. Three hundred thousand is a good
many to have such a nice time. But when
we remcmber that there are over 1,700,000
little boys and girls who work for a liv-
ing, we wish that they, too. could have a
nice life like this. But they can’t, because
it takes moncy to live in these hotels, lots
of moncy, and  the little workers haven't
got it.

But do you know that under Socialism
big hotels, and co-operative homes, and
apartment houses, and cven private homes,
can all be run somecthing like these ex-
pensive hotels are now—with everything
fixed for the pleasure and welfare of the
children.  This is one of the things So-
cialism will look out for—that the little
children may have plenty of play time, with
the right kind of toys and play rooms and
gardens and parks, and with school teach-
ers and nurses and doctors and clothiers
to look after them, and see that they have
every opportunity to develop into healthy,

intelligent and good and kind men and
women.
Socialists know that society can never

be better than the children it produces, so
they want to give ALL the little children
the same opportunitics for development
that the rich ones have today.

Don’t you think the Socialists are right?

AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER?

(For a Little Girl)

“Am I my brother's kecper?”
1 o.ten hear you ask
As If It were a burden
And not a pleasant task.
I take this opportunity
Responding to your call.
T speak up loud o all can hear
And answer once for all
I am my brother's Keeper
I am vorv glad to sav
IFor T put him in his cradle
And rock him every day.
—-Pearl Tnompson, Webh City,

Mo.

Some little folks were playing in a yard,
and a stranger passing by asked who lived
there.  “Mr. Stone.)” answered a little girl.
“And who are you?” asked the stranger.
“Oh. we're—the little pebbles,” retorted the

child.

Have you (Imdlvn in vour Inmilv'.' 1f so. you
wiant  to begin  their Sociatist  edueation  noar.
(et them something to vead.  THE SOCIATINT
PPRIMER, by Nicbolas Kline, is the thing to start
o with,  Regular price, twenty ive cents. To
our readers, tifteen cents.

Nend twenty-five cents for a copy ot “Sorrows
of Cupld” and “Little Sister of the Poor.” and
wend them to vour neichbor who needs enlizhten
ment. wav to dao it.

This is the guickest

WANTED—Socitalist (woman preferred) l

to take part in Chautauqua debate. Big |
pav. big audience. Address, Basil Barnhilll
Nennin Clay county, 1L

el

How many leaflets have you distributed
this month?

There are fine housckeepers in
who will use nothing but Nutol in their
cooking. Try it yourself—perhaps you will
like it.

You Should Know About

THE
AmericanWoman’s League

The American Woman's League is  to-
day onc of the largest and most powerful
organizations of women and men in the
world—and its membership Is growing rap-
idly. in all sections of the (-(umtry.

Its single purpose is the Educational and
Social Advancement of its members and
their children.

To promote the cducational interests of
fts members it has organized and equipped
The Peoples University and has already
completed the first of a million-dollar group
of six magnificent buildings to carry on
its educational work. Believing most thor-
oughly in the slogan, “K-ep the Children
at ITome,” it gives Its instruction in all
the useful Arts, Nclences, Professions and
Trades hy_mall. right in th~ homes of the
students.

Absolutely not a penny of charge is mads
to  any member for the C(Correspondence
Courses of the University ; the free use of
anv or all of the Courses is a right of
membershlp for life.

The Peoples’ Universlty, in addition, does
what no other institution coutd attempt.
It singles out. each ycar. its ablest stu-
dnts —those who possess veal genius—and
brings them to University City. at its own
expense, for a personal attendance course
under the Masters, and pavs these students
a_salary of not less than $60 a month for
living expenses, while here. In other words,
thoroughly fitg them for the battie of life.

For the development of social life and
advancement, the League erects in any com-

munity where there are sufficient members
(‘flnm 15 up) a heautiful, commodious
Chapter [louse for the sole and exclusive

use of its members, in which to hold social
gatherings, ete. Upwards of fifty such
Chapter .lHouses are alreadv built or ar-
ranged for.

These Chapter Ilouses ar» erected. fully
and beautifully furnished, and maintained
by the central body of the League. wlthout
a_dollar of exnense to the local members.

Aslde from these two principal f-atures
of the League. the minor advantages of
membership are many and varied. and aay
one of them is well worth the small cffort
required to become a member.

JAfe memuoership, entitling the members
to all the advantages of the whole organi-
zatlon, mav Le secured by anv woman (or
man) of the white race. in a few days or
a weck's time, absolutely without the ex.
nenditure of a sinele dollar.

If vou are a young woman or young man
sceeking  educational advantages that will
cnable you to command success: if you ave
a narent interested in the woifnre of your
children-- you cannot afford not to m
about the Leagzue, and what it can do for
You.

‘The coupon below, or a posteard request.
will bring immediately full., detailed and
convineing information.

The American Woman’s League
7368 Deimar Bivd.,Unlversity City, St. Louis, Mo.

CUT OUT HERE

THE AMERICAN WOMAN'S LEAGUE
7358 Delmar Blvd., University City, St. Louis, Mo,

Please semd me, without obligation on
my part, full information ahout The Amer-
fean Woman's League,

NUne ..o e e
Stooand Noooooo
IO, and State, oL e e e

Girard 1
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“SICK AND LOST HIS GRIP”

MAE GUTHRIE TONGIER.
1 sing the hymn of the Conquered
rho fell in the battle of life:
e hymn of the wounded, the heaten,
‘ho died overwhelmed In the strike.
‘he bymn of the low and the humble,
‘he weary. the hroken in heart,
Vho strove and who failed acting
. silrnt and desperate part:
Vhose vouth bore no flower c¢n ity branches,
Vhose hopes burned In ashes awav,
‘rom whose hands slipped the prize they

grasped at.

Vho stood at the dying of day
Vith the wreck of thelr life all around them.

bravely

had

‘npitied. unhceded, alone,

Vith death swooping down o'er their fallure

ind even  their  faith  overthrown.”

One summer day (it wax Sundav and the air
ras tfilled with cae music of church bells)y a oy
ropped  ouietly from Brooklyn bridge into th-
fver and drowned himself. He was only  four
evnl eard old, a newsboy, and was kpown as

Vhitey.

A small companion on being questioned as to
he causes leading to the act, answered with sim-
e pathos: *“Sick and lost his grip.”

Poor Whitey ! Somewhere in the reeking pur-
leus of the city he was born. the unwilling oY
pring of Ignorance and Want. If he had been
opsulted in tho matter Whitey would probably
ml\'-- Ivhosvn to remaln unborn.  1le was not con-
mlred.

Our boasted clvillzation shows some striking
acongruities. We breed horses and cattle under
ach conditions as wliil insure the highest tvpes.
den and women ar» produced haphazard.

ordinarily we give more thought to the propa-
ation of a I'oland-China pig than Is bestowed
m_the genesis of a human being.

Belglan hares are duly pedigreed—anybody will
lo to be the author of a chiid.

Ilere is an aspect of Race Suicide which, ob-
riously. tnar sturdy champifon of large families.
the strenuous Mr. Roosevelt has not dreamed of
la his ohllosophy. 1 agree with the gentieman

who said the other day that race suicide ix pref-°

srable to rac» decay.
“A better breed and
tready born™
time.

There are worse crimes on the ealendar than
that implied by a shortage In the annual human

output

Nolbody axked Whitey if he wanted to come
here. It i doubtful if anybodv realiv wanted him
for was he not a Chitd of the Slums?

Not “More children,” bu
a fairer chance for those
would Dbe a fitter motto for our

te come :
And the children of the slums are rarelv welcome.
His first feble cry awakened no responsive joy
in auy human breast. No tender face smiled
down on hls, so weazened and so small and found
it brautiful. No gentle lul’'aby had soothed
baby ears or woman kiss had warmed his lips.
Nownav cared enough to give the child a name.

In the brif but mmpn-honslw- nomenclature
of the street he was simp'y labeled “Whitevy™” and.
at an age when it is everv child's sweet vight
to know the clasp of sheltering arm. this atom
of bumanity was tarowa upon the scetiing flood
of city life. and loft to sink or swim, survive ov
perish.

As soclety is organized todav, too many chil-
dren hapnen into existence and must take their
chances for the rest.

Whitey havnened, and the chances were azalnst
him.  Heredity was azaiust him, environment
was agzainst him.

As for God—we get our concept of God from
the conditions that surround us. Whitey's con-
cept was that of a big omniscent policieman, for-
ever on the watch to catch and punish him and
from whom he was under »erpetual orders to

“move on" ! And so through fouiteen lonely and
neglected years he starved. Yes, that’s the word
—xtarved.

Not that he did not in a fashion get enough
to eat: almost everv day he gorged his fill from
garbage cans In some back allev, with frequent
feasts of rotten fruit cnlled from the gutters--to
88y nothing of the annuai Thanksgiving dinn-r
provided by the Associated Charities, e had
enough to eat. such as it was.

Rut man does not live by bread alone,  The
larger life which is the rightful heritage of all.
demands something more.

Says FEmerson: “If I had but two loaves of
bread T would sell one of them and buy white
hyacinths to feed my soul.”” 1t is a fine «veugi-
ment, hut for the many, difficu't of vealizaiien
In this hard. competitive age. Whitey had witirin
him infinite wpossibilities for bappiness in  (he
appreciation of all thinus b-autiful snd good and
trne—in books. in art, In nature, and in the lives
of humanity. But never having owned the extra
lvaf, white hyacinths were not for him. Ile went
his way soul-hungry and unfed.  And five shoit

his .

words summed un  his pitital ohitaary @ eStek,
and lost his grip.”
Small wonder that tte river woo:d him with

its murmurous voices, calling kim to come and he
at rest.  Where else had he to go?  1le could not
go to the jall. for he had committed no erime.
He could not go to the hospital: he was not sick
enough for that. Lt could not zo to the morgue
I was not dead yet. Where could he o

J. Plerpont Morgan's blooded colts bave their
paddocks and Mrs. Vanderbuilt's pet peodles have
their silken cushions, but the Son of Man (whose
rame Is sometim:s Whitey) had not where to lav
his weary head. So he laid it in the viver's bed

Nic transit Whitey!

And the pity of 1t was, nobody cayed veey mrich,
The coroner said he came to his death by drown
ing, caused Ly himself with saicidal intent. The

coroner had to say something: so -he said that.

It was false! Whitey was murdered,

Bad parentage, bad food. bad air, bad sur-
roundings—these were the primal causes of his
death.  Ave, long before the slime of the river
had closed his eyes and stovped his breath and
steeped in Lethean slumber his tired seuses, he
had died. Ifope had dicil, and courage: faith and
aspiration.

The better part of him had died: caught be-
tween the upper and nether stones in the cruel
wrind of our capitalistic system; beaten down by
the strong (n the mad rush of corporate gieed
to “get there”. (‘rowded to the brink. and over.
by a ruthless. rampant individualism. this child
of fourteen years was dope to drath.

Who was responsible?

Everybody.

The preacher in his pulpit. the cditor at hix
desk, the scholar among his books, the faimer in
his field, the workman at his hench, the states-
man in the vation’s capital -when Whitey  lost
bix grip and sank despairingly to rise no moge.
tr was everybody's business —it was jours anl
mine.

Nome day all this will change. and in the ase
of Social Nanity which ix steadily growing in the
hearts of good people everywhere, such tragedi =
ax marked the close of Whitey's brivf care-r will
be unknown.

For the great trust called ITumanity will take
unto Itself the earth and the fullness thercof to
be the common property of all. And love. which
the big. cold lonesome outside world into a larger
is another name for Justice. will yet transform
Ilome. with room a-plenty at the common fire-
side and the commen bhoard. and a welcome and
wood cheer:; and none shdll be left out and none
forgotten.

But when shall these things be” I do not know.
“God's better dav shines t]n‘nug!\ the gray,
Lean out your souls and listen.”

“THE PEOPLE'S HOUR/”

BY GEORGE HOWARD GIBSON

THE MASSES HAVE FOUND A
VOICE IN THE AUTHOR OF “THE
PEOPLE'S HOUR.” It is a book that

challenges all tyrauny, all monopoly and
cconomic tribute.  The Ancient and Hon-
orable Order of Income Takers and Pov
erty Makers, to the last wan, will be jarred
by it, because behind i are the cternal
forces. You can own a copy for 7ic. Reg
ular price $1. Both “THE MILLS OF
MAMMON"  and  “THE PEOPLE'S
HOUR,” $1.75, postpaid.

THE ECONOMIC SORE.

The rapid development of Socialist ten-
dencies in the theatrical profession and the
avidity with which its leading exponents
are delving into cconomic subjects is not
surprising.

Portraying life, they ecver scek new
phases of life, and in their investigations
mus: come in contact with much of the bit-
ter side. Not fnding life any too easy
for themselves, they take a deep interest
in the misfortune, misery and poverty of
others.

Two prominent stage women are quoted
on what consti.utes a moral play.

Mary Shaw, who has played Thsen roles,
as well as Mrs. Warren’s Professional.Shaw's
reflection of the lewd world, takes a vein
different from most women who have por-
trayed such characters. Says Mary Shaw:

“Perhaps the most immoral play now on
the stage, and 1 have said this personally
to the author, is: ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the Cab-
bage Fatch.” Tt teaches contentment with
and resignation to poverty, There is no
more potent factor toward the degenera-
tion and general devitalization of the race
than poverty. To teach pcople by the
drama that poverty is right, that it enno-
bles, is immoral.

“Mrs. Wiggs sits up all night with a child
sick with typhoid fever and only says in
optimistic patience how much worse it
would have been if all four of her children
had had it. Any woman with a sick child
should have a trained nurse to help her
nurse it.  And woman with a sick child
should have the most hygienic surround-
ings and elaborate antiseptic precautions
that science has developed if she expects
to save that child's life.  Sunshine and fresh
air, quantitics of clean linen, fresh hot and

A Great Combination
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remarkably low price.

addresses.

CURRENT LITERATURE $3.00
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cold ,\vater, are the foundation require-
ments,, The rich have all that in illness.
To imply by dramatic teaching that there
is any justice in denying them to one class
and giving them to another is immoral.
They are the things which belong as a
matter of course with this age. They are
the contribution of science to disease. What
is Mrs. Wiggs doing but conniving with
- the force that may kill her child when she
meets it, poverty, with smiling face and
outstretched hand?”

When the play was first dramatized the
title role was offered to Miss Shaw. “It
is just the part for you,” the manager said.
“I would not play it under any considera-
tion,” Miss Shaw told him. “It is a play
designed to lull the consciences of the rich
by satisfying them that the poor can.be
happy if they want to, and further designed
to bewilder and turn the poor toward the
negative virtues of poverty. That is lies
and treachery, and I couldn’t play it. There
is nothing that it pleases the rich to see on
the stage more than the humble, poverty-
stricken home, where hunger and want are
accepted as God-sent and inevitable, and
the poor take it all and give thanks there’s
nothing worse. The only right attitude to-
ward poverty is one in which it is resented
and fought against.

“I would play the part of a woman sell-
ing herself to shame,” said Miss Shaw,
“showing how such a sale was the result of
forces in society which were working for
the disintegration of humanity. I would
play such a part because it is true. But a
Mrs. Wiggs, approving society’s right to
deny her the best of everything to help her
bring up her children, I would not play,
because it is false.”

Miss Olga Nethersole, whose play, “The
Writing On the Wall,” exposes the Trinity

corporation mercilessly, says it is a great
moral play.

“Today the community problem is para-
mount,” says Miss Nethersole. “All the
characters 1 am best known in, including
Paula Tanquery, Camille, etc., really lead
up to the community play. I have been
trying to show by my acting that there
are not two classes of humanity, one good
and the other bad.
That class can be both good and had—and
inherited tendenciecs and environment are
going to decide whether mostly good or
mostly bad.

“Present-day production of all the ncces-
sities of life enables us to control in greater
measure than was ever dreamed of before
the inherited tendencies and environment
of people. That, you see, means their
goodness and their badness. Modern ma-
chinery has taught us how to make all that
the whole world needs of clothing, food
and shelter. Only we haven’t learned yet
how to give to the workers of the world
the very things they produce in such
plenty. That is the problem of today.
Everything else is insignificant. This is in
its finality the problem, of both environ-
ment and heredity. For heredity is the
result of a parent’s environment. It comes
to this—to settle the individual problem
you must first settle the community
problem.

“I have myself been in the slums of New
York City. I have gone to Trinity-owned
tenements and seen’ conditions there. The
room described by the character I portray
in “The Writing on the Wall” I saw myself
and furnished to Mr. Hurlbut all the de-
tails for the play.

“Think of a room where a mother worked
at baby robes which rich people later were
to buy. She was surrounded by her own

There is only one class..

. \
three children, whimpering and crying ant

longing for a little childish joy. At ever;
effort on their part to laugh or talk or prat
tle they were warned by a ‘Hush, children
hush,” from the mother. For four me:
slept at one end of the room on the bar
floor, and unless the children kept still s«
that the men were not disturbed, the;
would not come to sleep here the next da;
and the woman would lose the five cent
paid by each man for the sleeping privi
lege. The men worked at night, but wer
too poorly paid to get any better lodging
than these. The room, of course, abounde:
in disease germs. There were seven thick
nesses of paper on the walls. How man
children of the rich who bought the bab;
robes on which the mother was workin;
were infected with tuberculosis, scarle
fever, diphtheria, typhoid, etc., becaus
those robes were made under such horri
ble conditions, no one will ever know. Bu
some day the rich will waken to the fac
that they must, for their own lives’ sake
see to it that no man or woman ever ha
to work in anything but canitary surround
ings where everything is done to save th
health and strength of the worker.

“We tried for ages to make the rich se
that their duty demanded attention to th
way the ‘other half’ lived. It did littl
good. DBut today we can prove to then
that their health demands it. And that i
going to make them wake up.”

Miss Nethersole may make those whi
see her play think along the line that work
for economic progress, but the very per
sons who require the lesson will not b
the ones who are’apt to see the play. Al
agitation helps, but the social and industria
sorc must begin healing at the bottom, i
the curc is to be lasting.—Michigan Uniol

Advocate.
Jd

“How Daddy Gooks His Own Breakfast’

0
\

it for him.

NE good woman writes:

_ “I am so thankful for Primel being
to our home because now daddy says that is all he wants for his break.
fast and he can prepare it himself as well as to have me get up and dc
He cooks enough so when he has gone to his job and the
rest of us get up we make short work of our morning meal.

introducec

You car

not know what a relief it is not to have to stir 'round, make biscuits, fry meat
cook potatoes, make gravy, -dirty a lot of dishes, saying nothing about the sav:
ing in cost, and what’s better, we all enjoy Primel better the longer we use 1t
You certainly done the working class a good turn when you gave us Primel.’

PRIMEL saves in bills for flour, meat, baking powder, fuel (for you can cook it on your heating
stove). With your milk and sugar your entire household have plenty to eat and lots of time for othe

duties.

it’s a plain case what you lose the longer you put off getting a supply.

BUY WHOLESALE AND SAVE MONEY
A whole hundred 1b. barrel of Primel, bulk, only §4.25. A 200-1b barrel only $8.00, while freight

to any point within 500 miles of Girard is only 25 cents to $1.00 per 100 lbs.
A five gallon can of oil this month $4.65.
To cases (24 25-cent pkgs.) Primel and five gallons oil only
Teell your neighbors about it too. .

figures; these are the lowest.

$9.50,—125 lbs.

You cannot lose.
far as $10.00 worth of lard bought retail.

Then with our Odorless Cooking Oil, which saves half the money you have been paying for lard

No use to ask for lower
Will go as

New Girard Mig. Co., Girard, Kans.





