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MRS. EUGENE V. DEBS

So rare a woman as Mrs. Eugene V.
Debs  seldom  succeeds in keeping  out
of the limelight of publicity for the
length of time that our comrade has.

If the world has not known her, save
by small glimpses, it i3 because of her
own tact. her love of home life, and her
complete devotion to the cause of the
man who calls her “Kate,” his “com-
rade wife.”

When Eugene Debs is not out on a
¢campaign tour, and may do his work
from his home, his wife Katherine acts
as his secretary. In her clear, perfectly
legible hand, she writes his letters. and

otherwise assists in the stupendous
amount of work which is always his
portion.  Together with his brother

Theodore—a most remarkable brother—
she helps in every way possible to shield
the over-generous husband from the in-
numerable demands that are made upon
him from an adoring but often unthink-
ing public.

tt ix our belief that no man can do
his fullest and best work for Socialism
unless he has the sympathy and help
of the woman in whose keeping he has

placed his heart and his full confidence
as a man. When our men make unusual
suceess in the movement, we know that
they do not do it alone. Back of them
somewhere iy the aid, the encourage-
ment, the moral support of a woman.

Katherine Debs is to no small ex-
tent accountable for her husband's tri-
umph ag a Socialist agitator, presiden-
tial candidate, and untiving herald of
the better day.

Their home life is ideal. While “Kate”
writes his letters, “‘Gene” as like as not is
getting supper in the kitchen. He knows
how. and is glad to get away from the
routine of oflicial work. Their home is
filled with literary and art treasures,
and many, many souvenirs from admir-
ing comrades all over the land. They
are both fond of company, and many
“Soapbox ‘ravelers and Apostles of
Truth” have found a blessed shelter
under their roof, and refreshed them-
selves for further conquest.

Hers is a clear strong face, a beautiful
face. n real woman's face, and the world
of toilers owes more than it can ever
tnow to the heart and soul of the wo-
man. Katherine Debs.

“Go Jump in the Lake”

A woman was recently brought before
a Chicago judge for disorderly conduct.

“Are you guilty of this offense?” de-
manded the judge sharply.

“] am.,” the woman replied.

“She is a woman of the streets. She
is a bad woman, and a lesson should be
taught her,” interposed the policeman,
who had dragged her before the court—
Chicago policemen are so busy dragging
frail women and harmless drunks before
the courts that they have no time for the
carnival of real crime that is going on
under their noses every hour in the day.

J. C. K. .
Weepiuz bitterly the woman was led

away.
When the judge. who gave this
advice to the miserable woman was

The judge studied the woman for a
long time, says the newspaper account.
Into his face came nothing of sympathy.
of pity or kindness. There was not one
strand of sympathy between them—the
judge and the woman of the streets—
and she realized it, and bowed her head
beneath his searching gaze.

*I have fined your companion $5 and
costs, but I will fine you 825, he said.
“Woman. there is no hope for you, ab-
solutely not ome ray of hope” And
aifter some more encouraging words like
this, continued: “Make your peace with
Giod if you can. and go and jump into
the lake and end yonr miserable exist-
ence. and take with you your impurity.
And ere you depart. take with you as
many of vour kind as you can.”

questioned about it later he said:

“I am a Christian, and 1 try to act
like a Christian would in my official
position, my private life and in my re-
ligious life.

“The greatest trouble I have experi-
enced in looking toward the reforming
of certain prisoners brought before me is
the environment in which the poor un-
fortunates are cast.

“Take, for instance, this West Side
levee district. There are many disor-
derly resorts, many barrel houses, the
whole tone of the community in a dis-
trict of dozens of blocks is of immor-
ality.

“A man or woman is in court. He or
she wishes to become better. Taken
away from their surroundings, even tem-
porarily, as they are brought into court.
they all think back of their childhood
and almost every wowze wnd the ma-
jority of men wish they had led cleaner
lives,

“They are willing to say right then
they will ehangc their habits of life and
really intend  to Keep  their promises.
But they aon't.

“Why? They have no new places to

go where they may start life with a clean

——r—— —— - —

sheet., They go back to their haunts,
meet  their  old  acquaintances and
rapidiy  the court promises  drift
from theivr minds. The days pass
until  they are haled into court
again.  They are ashamed ot having

fallen a second time and usually act
with a spirit of bravado when questioned
as to why they are back. It happens
again and again, until these persons of
the under world know they can’t break
away from their vicious habits, and are
wiiling to drag along through life until
the end.”

Have you ever been laughed at for
saying, as a Socialist, that “environment
makes the man or woman?”

This capitalist judge expresses the
bourgeois morality in saying to this
woman “you are unfit to live,” and the
hourgeois contempt of the unfortunate
by telling her to “go jump in the lake.”
And yet, even he cannot get away from
the fact that it is the conditions under
which she is living that made her fall,
and which keeps her down. He says as
much, as plainly as any Socialist could
say it. “Taken away from their sur-
roundings, even temporarily, they want
to do better,” he says. )

The judge’s ignorance of the necessity
of applying this material law—of mak-
ing conditions right—amounts to sheer
Lrutality. Many of his own class, those
who help keep conditions bad, condemn
him for advising a woman to “jump in
the lake.”

Even we are impelled to ask, “What
of her companions in sin? What of the
half dozen or more fallen men to every
fallen woman?”

But what's the use? To the capitalist
mind there is no crime equal to the crimes
of women. And it is to the capitalist
mind that woman owes her crimes. The
capitalist mind is bitterly cruel to wo-
mankind.

Eugene V. Debs expressed the mind of
the Socialist when he spoke in New
York City some time since, of the women
who are not “fallen” but “knocked down.”
Of the sisters—his sisters—who are
forced by a cruel and heartless system to
sell their honor” for a living, and by
whom he intends to stand until the con-
ditions are gone, which force them into
lives of crime and shame. .

In place of the weak and cowardly
adviee of the capitalist judge in Chicago
—_the bitter. hopeless, shameless, advice
—to the unfortunate womanhood of this

_cquntry. the Socialist says, “Economic

freedom for women will save them eter-
nally from your sin and your misery.
Once you have this your opportunity will
be as good as the best, and you may be
as zrood as the beat. Socialism will give
vou this freedom.”

And it is the only real freedom that
womankind can ever know.
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What Will Woman Suffrage Convention Do For the

The Fortieth Convention of the Na-
tional American Woman Suffrage As-
sociation will celebrate the 60th anni-
versary of the historic convention of
Seneca Falls, N. Y. which first took
a stand against the arbitrary limitations
ot the rights and privileges of women
under the law.

1t is not likely that the Fortieth Con-
vention will greatly resemble the first
convention of women suffragists of
America. The first convention, held at
Neneca Fallg, and attended by women of
world-wide fame—Susan B. Anthony,
Lucretia Mott, Lucy Stone, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, Martha C. Wright, Mary
Ann McClintock and others—was a mi.i-
tant convention. There was hostility
without, and determination within. Ugly,
insulting newspaper editorials, disgrace-
ful conduct of audiences, disapproval
everywhere without. Women with rare
minds, set jaws, and grim determina-
tion of purpose within. It was a tense
moment in the life of the woman's
movement—so young. so frail, but not
for a moment uncertain of itself.

The women of the first convention had
a fight on their hands. They recognized
that they were not only politically, but
were also economically oppressed, and
from these limitations grew every com-
ceivable wrong. The body of the con-
stitution drawn up at that first con-
vention in 1848 says:

“The history of mankind is a history
of repeated injuries and uwsurpations on
the part of man toward woman. having
in direct object the establishment of
an absolute tyranny over her. To
prove this. let facts be submitted to
a candid world.

“Having deprived her of this first
right of a citizen, the elective franchise.
thereby leaving her without represen-
tation in the halls of legislation, he has
oppressed her on all sides.

“He has made her, if married, in the
eye of the law, civilly dead.

“He has taken from her all right in
property, even the wages she earns.

“After depriving her of all rights as
a married woman, if single, and the
owner of property, he has taxed her to
support a government which recognizes
her only when her property can be made
profitable to it.

“He has monopolized nearly all the
profitable employments, and from those
she is permitted to follow, she receives
but a scanty vemuneration. FHe closes
against her all the avenues of wealth
and distinction which he considers most

Working Woman ?

JOSEPHINE CONGER-KANEKO.

honorable to himself. As a teacher of
theology, medicine or law she is not
known.”

Evidently the women of 48 wanted
the franchise more for economic reasons
than for any other. During the long
interval between the years of the first
suffrage struggles, and the present, the
ballot has been given to women in its

fullest sense, in four states in the ['nion/

Not a very great gain, to be sure. Bu
the fact remains that the sufirage move-
ment has lost its militant spirit, and
has become lady-like and respectful in
the last decade. This, because the main
Lone of the contention has been granted.
even if the vote has not.

The women of the suffrage movement
have been largely middle-class women.
Women tax-payers, and those who de-
sired to control their own property. In
most of the states they have been grad-
nally  granted this latter desire. The
“profituble employments,” law, medicine,
theology have been opened to educated
women. Practically all of the demands
made in the first constitution have been
granted, save the right to vote. hamann’

The middle class suffragist therefore }
{ To avenge a look that threatens wrong.

{isee! These lie murdered with their babes

has ceased to fight; she has lost her mili-
tant spivit, her conventions are quiet,
genteel gatherings, with but one demand
-—one request, it were better to say—
that for the ballot.

There is another class of wom
ever, who, when they have captured the
suffrage movement—and  they must
eventually eapture it—will give to it the
earnest, intense, interestingz aspect it
bore at its inception. This is the wage-
earning woman. The wage-carning wo-
man has an economic axe to grind. Sh
is competing with man in the lahor mar-
ket, and for the same work in many
cases, efficiency being equal. she is re-
ceiving fifty per cent less wages than
Given the vote, she would
have an equal chance with man in this
struggle.  Given the ballot she would
not tend to pull down the whole wage

he receives,

scale as she does today, but her political
power would tend to raise it to a higher
average than it has ever been.

When you women of the suffrage
movement recognize this need of your
poorly paid. wage-carning sisters — of
which there are more than five million in
this country—when you are ready to
take up their burden. to help force their
Jdemands; when yon are willing to say
that the woman toiler must receive the
full product of her labor, minua the cost
of machinery and the government tax.

You will again be a militant movement,
throbbirig with the life of a divine pur-
pose-——worthy of your great and fearless
predecessors. Of those who said, Man has
taken from woman all right in property,
even the wageg she earns. The situation
is not very different today with the
working woman. Man has taken from
her all property, and allows her but an
insignificant portion of what she earns.

The whole nation is watching your
convention, and it awaits your attitude
on this question. What will it be?

The Mother’s Blood

MAY BEALS,

Two strikers’ wives with their bables in
thelr arms were shot down in Pennsylva-
nia.-—Press Dispatch.

They are slain, these mothers with
babes in arms;

Slain by the minions of the master
class.  And unavenged.

Comrades, as you prize the mothers® who
have borne you,

As you love the wives who clasp your
children to their hearts,

You should arise by millions, if need

were,

in arms!
Will ye be silent?

Our Great Temperance
Edition

There has been a good deal of agita-
tion for “dry™ towns and *“closed” Sun-
days during the past year. The temper-
ance people seem to think that prohibi-
tion will cure drunkenness and the whole-
sale traffic of liquor. The Socialist Wo-
man will have a special temperance edi-
tion for December, with articles by our
best writers, showing that the only way
to “regulate” the liquor traffic is to take
the profit out of it. Then, and then
only will we have a temperate nation.
Now we want to scatter this edition
far and wide. Our suffrage number was
a success—let us make this December
number a howling success. How many
copies do you want? Send your orders

today, while you have the money.
Don’t wait till the last minute. A lot

of orders came for the suffrage number
after it was all gone, and the forms torn
down. The best way is to order before
the paper is printed. Two cents a copy
for a bundle of less than one hundred;
100 copies for $1.50: 1,000 copies for $15,
Order early.
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How I Became a Socialist Agitator -

Kate Richards 0’Hare, Author “Sorrows of Cupid.”

My earliest memory is of a Kansas
ranch, of the wide stretches of prairie,
free herds roaming over the hills aud
coulees, of cowpunchers with rattling
spurs and wide hats,” free and easy of
speech and manner, but brave and faith
ful to their friends, four-footed or hu-
man; of the freedom and security ond
plenty of a well-to-do rancher’s home.

Those were wonderful days and I shall
never cease to be thankful that I knew
them. Days that laid the foundation of
my whole life, gave me health and
strength and love of freedom, taught me
to depend on myself, to love nature, to
honor rugged strength of mind and body
and to know no shams in life.  Every-
thing is very real, very much alive and
in close touch with nature on the broad
sweep of the prairie amid the longhorns.

The Wolf at the Door.

Then comes the memory of a Kansas
drouth, followed by one of the periodi-
cal panics which sweep over our country.
Days and weeks of hazy nightmare
when father’s face was gray and set,
when mother smiled bravely when he or
we children were near, but when we
sometimes found tears upon her cheeks
if we came upon her unexpectedly. Of
course, it was all beyond our compre-
hension. A horrible something that we
could not fathom had settled down over
our lives, but the day when the realness
of it all was forced home came all too
soon. The stock was sold, the home dis-
mantled and one day father kissed us
good-bye and started away to the city
to find work. He who had always been
master of his own domain, who had hewn
his destiny bare-handed from the virgin
soil, forced to go out and beg some other
man for a chance to labor, an opportu-
nity to use his hands. Though I could
not comprehend it then the bitterness
of it all was seared upon my memory
and | never see a strong man vainly
seeking and begging for work that my
whole soul does not revolt.

Goes to the City.

Then came the day when we left the
ranch and went to the city to take up
the life of a wage-worker’s family in the
poverty-cursed section of the town. For,
of course, no other was possible for us
for father’s wages were only nine dol-
lars a week and nine dollars is not much
to support a family of five. Of that
long, wretched winter following the panic
of 1887 the memory can never be crased,
never grow less bitter. The poverty, the
misery. the want, the wan-faced women
and hungzer pinched children, men tramp-
ing the streets by day and begging for a

place in the police stations or turning
footpads by night, the sordid, grinding,
pinching poverty of the workless work-
ers and the frightful, stinging, pierc-
ing cold of that winter in Kansas City
will always stay with me as a picture
of inferno, such as Dante never painted.

Of the years that followed when father
had regained to some extent his economic
foothold and poverty no longer pinched
us though it encompassed us all about
like a frightful dream that could not be
shaken off, it is hard to write intelli-
gently.

I, child-woman that 1 was, sceing so
much poverty and want and suffering,
threw my whole soul into church and
religious work. I felt somehow that the
great, good God who had made us could
not have wantonly abandoned his chil-
dren to such hopeless misery and sordid
suffering. There was nothing uplifting
in it, nothing to draw the heart nearer
to him, only forces that clutched and
dragged men and women down into the
abyss of drunkenuess and viee. Perhaps
he had only overlooked those miserable
children of the poor in the slums of Kan-
sas City, and if we prayed long and
earnestly and had enough of religious

zeal he might hear and heed and pily. -

For several years I lived through that
Gethsemane we all endure who walk the
path from religious fanaticism to eold,
dead, material cynicism with no ray of
sane life-philosophy to light it.

Temperance Work.

1 saw drunkenness and the liquor traf-
fic in all the bestial, sordid aspects it

- wears in the slums. and with it the ever-

close companion of prostitution in its
most disgusting and degraded forms. 1
believed, for the good preachers and temn-
perance workers who led me said, that
drunkenness and vice caused poverty aml
I struggled and worked, with only the
heart-breaking zeal that an intense
young girl can work, to destroy them.
But in spite of all we could do the cor-
ner saloon still flourished, the saloon-
keeper still controlled the government
of the city and new inmates came to fill
the brothel as fast as the old ones were
carried out to the Potter’s field, and the
grim grist of human misery and suffer-
ing still ground on in defiance to church
and temperance society and rescue mis-
sion.

Gradually I began to realize that the
great Creator of the universe had placed
us here to live under fixed natural laws

panic. I also learned that intemperance
and vice did not cause poverty, but that
poverty was the mother of the whole
hateful brood we had been trying to ex-
terminate and that the increase of her
offspring was endless. Dimly I begun to
realize that if we would win we must
fight the cause and not the effects, and
since poverty was the fundamental causc
of the things I abhored, 1 began to study
poverty, its whys and wherefores, and
to try to understand why there should
be so much want in such a world of
plenty.
Becomes a Mechanic.

About this time father embarked in
the machine shop business and 1 added
to my various experiences that of a wo-
man forced into the business world there
to have every schoolday illusion rudely
shattered, and forced to sce business life
in jts sordid nakedness. Possibly be-
cause I hated ledgers and daybooks and
loved mechanics, and possibly because I
really wanted to study the wage-worker
in his own life, I made life 80 miserable
for the foreman and all concerned that
. they finally consented to let me go into
the shop as an apprentice to learn the
trade of machinist. For more than four
years I worked at the forge and lathe
and bench side by side with some of the
best mechanics of the city and some of
the noblest men I have ever known. The
work was most congenial and I learped
for the first time what absorbing joy
there can be in labor, if it be a labor that
one loves.

Even before my advent into the shop
I had begun to have some conception of
economics. T had read “Progress and
Poverty,” “Wealth vs. Commonwealth,”
“Caesar’s  Column,” and many such
books. Our shop being a union one 1
naturally ecame in contact with the labor
union world and was soon as deeply
imbued with the hope trade unionism
held out, as I had been with religious
zeal. After a while it dawned upon me
in a dim and hazy way that trade union-
ism was something like the frog who
climbed up to the well side two feet each
day and slipped back three each night.
Each victory we gained scemed to give
the capitalist class a little greater ad-
vantage.

Meets “Mother” Jones.”

One night while returning from a union
mecting, where I had been severely
squelched for daring to remonstrate with
the hoys for voting for & man for mayor

that were not changed at the whim of , whom they had bitterly fought four
God or man and that prayers would famonths before in a long, hard strike, T

never fill an empty stomach or avoid a

heard a man talking on_the street corner



of the necessity of workingmen having
a political party of their own. The man’s
words were balm to my ruffled spirits,
for I had been unmercifully ridiculed for
daring to talk politics to a lot of Amer-
ican Veting Kings; “a woman, the very
idea!” 1 asked a bystander who the
speaker was and he replied, “a Socialist.”
Of course, if he had called him anything
else it would have meant just as much
to me, but somehow T remembered the
word. A few weeks later 1 attended a
ball given by the Cigar Maker's union,
and Mother Jones spoke. Dear old
Mother! That is one of the mile-posts
in my life that I can easily locate. Like
a mother talking to her errant boys she
taught and admonished that night in
words that went home to every lheart.
At last she told them that a scab at the
ballot-box was more to be despised than
one at the factory door, that a scab
ballot could do more harm than a
scab bullet; that workingmen must sup-
port the political party of their class
and that the only place for a sincere
union man was in the Socialist party.

Here was that strange new word again
coupled with the things [ had vainly
tried to show my fellow unionists. |
hastily sought out “Mother” and asked
her to tell what Socialiam was, anl how
1 could find the Socialist party. With a
smile she said, “Why, little girl, I can't
tell you all about it now, but here are
some Socialists, come over and get ae-
quainted.” In a moment I wasg in the cen-
ter of an excited group of men all talking
at once, and hurling unknown phrases
at me until my brain was whirling. I es-
caped by promising to “come down to the
office tomorrow and get some hooks.”
The next day I hunted up the office and
was assailed by more perplexing phrases
and finally escaped loaded down with So-
cialist clasaics enough to give a college
professor menta] indigestion. For weeks
I struggled with that mass of books only
to grow more hopelessly lost each day.
At last down at the very bottom of the
pile I found a well worn, dog-eared. little
book that I could not only read, but un-
derstand, but to my heart-breaking dis-
appointment it did not even mention So-
cialism. It was the Communist Mani-
festo, and 1 could not understand what
relation it could have to what I was
looking for.

Finds a Friend in J. A. Wayland.

T carried the books back and humbhbly
admitted my inability to understand
them or grasp the philosophy they pre-
sented. As the men who had given me
the books explained and expostulated in
vain, a long, lean, hungry looking indi-
vidual unfolded from behind a battered
desk in the corner and joined the group.
With an expression more forceful than
elegant he dumped the classics in the
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corner, ridiculed the men for expecting
me to read or understand them. and
after asking some questions as to what
I had read zave me a few small book-
lets.  Merrie England and Ten Men of
Money lIsland, Looking Backward, and
Between Jesus and Caesar, and possibly
half a dozen more of the same type. The
hungry looking individual was Comrade
Wayland, and the dingy office the birth-
place of the Appeal to Reason.

For a time [ lived in a dazed Jdreamn
while my mental structure was heing
ruthlessly torn asunder and rebuilt on
a new foundation. That the process was
a painful one I need not tell one who
has undergone it, and most of us have.
At last | awoke in a new world, with
new viewpoints, and a new outlook. Re-
created, I lived again with new aims,
new hopes, new aspirations and the
dazzling view of the new and wonderful
work to do. All the universe pulsated
with new life that swept away the laat
vestige of the mists of creed and dogma
and old ideas and beliefs,

. Marries a Fellow-Student.

For some time 1 worked with our
group in Kansas City, and seven years
ago when Walter Thomas Mills opened
his training school for Socialist work-
ers in Girard, Kansas, I waa one of its
students. There I found not only a
congenial group of comrades, the best
and most forceful teacher I have ever
known, but that erowning, finishing touch
of human life, love. In the school as
a fellow-student I met my husband. Of
our marriage at the home of Comrade
Wayland at the close of the school and
our life since that time little need be
said. All who ave at all acquainted with
the Socialist movement Kknow more or
less of it for our story has been the
story of the Socialist movement, it has
been our life.

Life of an Organizer.

Taking up the work of traveling
speakers and organizers the next day
after our wedding we have followed the
stony, rough hewn path from that day
to this. From the coal fields of Penn-
sylvania and West Virginia and Indian
Territory, to the farms of Kansas and
Iowa and Missouri, through the plains
of Texas and into the cotton fields of
Oklahoma and Arkansas and Tennessee,
from the Ghetto of New York to the
Rocky  Mountains we have gone
wherever and whenever the economic
pressure has made men and wo-
men receptive to the philosophy
of Socialism. We have stood on the
street corner and in the pulpit, at the
shop door and in the college assembly
room, in the country school houses and
trades union hall, in the legislative
chambers and temples of justice, in all
manner of places and appealing to all

manner of men we have worked and
have seen the Socialist movement grow
from a handful of men and women
sneered at, derided and ridiculed, into
the mighty force it now is.

Twice in the seven years my work in
the field has been interrupted by the
cares of maternity and now a curly-
haired hoy of five and a brown-eyed girl
of two share our hearts and make the
fizht seem all the more worth while.

Seven years, yes, seven long, weary,
toilworn, travel-tired years. Years when
the path was often dark and the road
rough; when the heart grew sick and
the soul faint because the world is deaf
and dumb and blind, has eyes that see
not and ears that do not hear, hearts
that do not feel either their own need-
less suffering or that of their fellow-
men.  Yet they have been glorious years,
vears of battle with the forces of igno-
rance, years that have tried men’s souls,
that have left many a noble comrade
lving by the wayside, dead upon the
field of battle for economic justice, yet
vears of such achievement as the world
has never known, years filled with sue-
cess atill unmeasured, of revolutionary
forees we can not even guess. Our
thought in so short a time has domi-
nated the thought of the world, our lit-
erature setting the standards, our phil-
osophy shaping the political forces of
the nations and round the world glows
the spark of human brotherhood, ready
to spring at our call into living flame.

Send for sub cards. They are four
for a dollar, one dozen for three dol-
lars.

Books of Interest to
Women.

The Origin of the Family—Engles. Price,
350 cents, postpald.

Looking Forward — Philip Rappaport,
Price. $1, {mstpa

Woman der Soclalism—Rebel.
$1. postpnld

Price.

Love's (omlng of-Age — Ed. Carpenter.
Price, $1, postpaid.

The Rebel at Largo—\iay Beals. Price,
50 cents, postpaid.

Anclent Soclety — Lewlis 1. Morgan.
Price. $1.50. tpald.

Woman and the Social I’rohlem—\lny

Wood Simons. Price,
%oclallsm and the [Home—M
P'rice, 5 cents, postpaid.
Imprudent Marriages—Robert Blatchford.
Price, 5 cents, postpald.
An’ Apponl to the Young—I’eter Kropot-
kin. Price, 5 cents, postpa
l\ntherlne Breshkovsky:
Price. 10 cents, postpaid.
U'nderfed School (hlldren—lohn Spargo.

5 cents, stpaid
lpo Walden.

Ernest Poole.

Price. 10 cents. postpald.

Soclallst Songs  with Music—Charles
Kerr. DPrice, 10 cents. postpald.

Not Gullty—John Spargo. Trice, 10

cents, postpaid.

Soclallst Songs.
tions—Josephine R. Cole.
postnald.

Why White Ribboners Should Re_ Saclal-
{sts—Victor Gage Kimbert. I’rice, 5 cents.

Womanhood and Social Justice—A. M.
Ktirton, Price, 10 cents,

Pure Sociology—Lester F. Ward.
$4: postage. 20 cents,
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The Changing Fortunes of the Home

II—EARLY CIVILIZATION AND THE HOME

At length the set-
tled habitation led
to the private own-
ership of land, and
out of this grew the
patriarchal  institu-
tion. The gens dis-
integrated into the
families that com-
posed it and the free
gentile disappeared, while his place was
taken by the patriarch and his slaves.
The patriarch had absolute ownership
over his family and dependents, and over
the product of their toil. Property,
family, home, all, welded together,
formed a unit. They were not units
themselves, taken separately, but only
fragments, and had no Jegal existence.
Only as welded together did they have
a legal status. The state was composed
of these units. If a member of thisunit
“sinned” against another unit or the
state, it was the family, not the indi-
vidual, that received punishment. 1f
one member sinned against another mem-
ber, the offense fell entirely within the
jurisdiction of its patriarchal head. The
patriarch had the power of life and death
over the family: the home was thus the
seat of unlimited power, within its own
area. The interests of all its members
fell within its domains, and there they
spenit their lives, excepting that the wo-
men were “given” in marriage, when
they were transferred to another family
unit. The younger members did not
@o out into the world to make their own
homes and fortunes, as they do today.
‘Fheir work lay in the development of
the family fortunes, their duty in
defending its members and obeying its
head.

Within the domain of this home the
raw materials were produced and the
manufactures conducted by which the
needs of all were supplied. The girl
or boy here learned to do the things on
which  his  future usefulness would
depend. Here was the school and work-
shop combined.

Early civilization introduced the Aryan
system into the family. By this the
children of all the slaves became ille-
gitimate, excepting those of one, who
was called the wife. But this change
in the legal standing of the women had
no effect on the communal character
of the home. There were still an unlim-
ited number of female slaves and their
children in the home,

The home of early civilization has

LIDA PARCE ROBINSON.

been =o clearly defined that it is impos-

sible to fall into any errors as to its
salient features. No lesser persons than
Hesoid and Aristotle made a unani-
mous report on the elements of the
home, and it ix delivered with no uncer-
tain tone. Thomgh centuries
intervened between their utterances, it
is plain from their close resemblance
that *‘the home” was not crumbling or
disintegrating in times.  When
the careful Hesiod was giving his justly
celebrated instructions  to  *“Foolish
Perses,” his younger brother, about the
conduct of his life in general and his
farm in particular he began by telling
him it would be needful to “acquire
a house, a woman and oxen for the
plow.” He hastened to explain that the
woman should be only boughten, not
wedded: and she should bhe without a
child. A child diverts the
attention so, and then the interests of
the owner suffer. Aristotle
himself thus: *“The component parts
of a house are a man and property.”
The wife being a part of the “property.”
The position of the woman in this home
varies, with the wealth and occupation
of the “man.” If she ix a wedded
woman and there ave other female
slaves, she has charge and oversight ol
them, she organizes the doines ic imdns-
tries and is responsible for their su:-
cessful operation. The wowmen of this
patriarchal establishment assist with the
agricultural labor and the grazing of
the stock. They carry the water and
grind the grain in the hand mills. They
do the spinning and weaving, they make
the clothing and perform all the other
labors of manufacture, as well as the
current housework. The wife in this
home became the mother of citizens;
and this is frequently referred to as
being a great dignity. No dignity is
attached to being the mother of slaves.
It is not the motherhood that counts,
but the property and political status
of the “man.”

several

those

mother's

delivered

But far back in primitive times men.
being free from the care of the young
and of the household, had begun to
specialize in industry, and out of this
industry trade grew. The interests of
trade took men away from the patri-
archal home and led them to congre-
gate in centers where other industrial
workers and traders were gathered.
Thus towns came into being. The com-
mercial and social relations of the towns
fell outside the patriarchal jurisdietion
and it beeame necessary to formulate

regulations to cover these various trans-
actions.  So civil iaw began to evolve
and the town grew into the city state.
This effected an important modification
in the home. The state assumed direct
relations with the individual, and the
patriarch ceased to have his exclusive
importance as legislator, executive and
judge over the family. The individual
became responsible to society instead of
the patriarch. In short, the individual
came to be the unit of the state,

With the growth of commercial re-
lations politics, letters, art, and the
socinl accomplishments were born. The
mind, hitherto busy with the marvelous
and the mystical, began to occupy itself
with the concrete facts of life and expe-
rience in the field of social relations. The
citizen and his son may be said to have
“gone out of the home.” He was a
soldier, a politician, a scholar, and his
life was led in public where his interests
were centered.  All these new develop-
ments in relations and experience were
of a character not related to the home
or to its functions of supplying the phys-
ical wants. Private life and the home.

- excepting in its property sense, became

a subject of indifference and ridicule.
The women were confined to certain
quarters in the center of the house.
and their every movement, their cloth-
ing, their journeying. their food, their
sacrificings, were subject to the min-
utest regulation by law. The educa-
tion of women at that time is indi-
cated with sufficient clearness by Soe-
rates, in a conversation between himself
and Xenophon. He said concerning his
wife: *“She came to me, not fifteen
vears old, and had lived up to that
time under the strictest surveilance,
that she might see as little as possible,
and hear as little as possible, and en-
quire as little as possible.” Intellectual
life was polished to the highest bril-
liance; social life was keyed to the
highest piteh; culture became a source
of a new and keen enjoyment. But
these things were related, not to the
home, but to society. The women and
dependents of the family had no part
in them. The home remained much the
same as before, excepting that the pro-
aressive interests were gone out of it.
and it bécame the object of contempt.
To the “man” of Aristotle and Hesoid it
was almost nothing; to the “property”
it was still, contemptible though it
was, everything in life.

In the later days of Rome the civil
law had quite superceded patriarchal



law and the men of the family had
Even the
so far freed that social

become free. women weie
life and in-
terests were open to them. Then wo-
men were regarded with less levity and

the home again became an object of ve-
spect. While the city had long taken
over the function of defense, so that
the home was no longer a [iotection
against attack, it was still the great
work-shop of the people, and the trade
school of the vast majority, and it
now became the seat of culture. During
the long period of chemicalization and
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disintegration that accompanied the de-
cay of earvly civilization, while the citi-
zen-prince was degenerating into the
feudal lord and private wars became
the fruits of public peace, when the
slave was becoming a villein, and the
barbarian was learning the arts and
vices of the civilian, it is difficult to fol-
low the fortunes of the home. Its sa-
credness evidently was not taken very
seriously in those times, for it is pos-
sible to get information concerning it
only by gleaning among matter on other
subjects considered to be of importance,
such as war or polities.

The Fr_éﬁVoman

Theresa Malkiel.

She less arded than ever,
guarded than ever,

The gross and soiled she moves among do
not make her gross and solled.

She knows the thoughts as she passes, noth-
ing is concealed from her,

She {8 none the less considerate and friendly
therefore,

She i8 the best belov'd, it is without excep-
tion, she has no reason to fear, and
she does not fear.

—Walt Whitman.

From east and west, south and north
comes the prophesy of the coming of the
free woman. The theory of keeping
woman “innocent” through sheer igno-
rance is disappearing. It is necessary
that this spirit continue to spread; let
every woman, whose heart bleeds for
her sex declare herself free. Too long
has she acted the part of an appendage
to man, suppressing her own individual-
ity and fostering his self-conceit.

At last, after centuries of misunder-
standing and association of triviality and
frivolity with her, it is dawning upon
the world that the truth really lies in
the opposite direction.

yet more

The march of current events is bring-
ing woman more frequently into social
life and freedom. The petty bourgeois
ideal of a petite, naive, ignorant and
dependant woman is vanishing fast and
in its stead appears a being, strong in
mind and body, a capable mother, a
cheerful companion and helpmate, aware
of the evils of the world and therefore
fearless of them, independent of man’s
assistance and therefore his equal in-
stead of inferior.

For the moment man is dissatisfied
with this change, this because he fails
to realize the influence the free woman
will have on the future of our race.

CUnfolded only out of the perfect body of
woman can a man be form'd of per-

fect bod{,
Unfolded out of the folds of woman's brain
come all the folds of man’'s brain,
A man is a great thing upon earth, and
through eternity—but evorY jot of
greatness of man Is unfolded out
of woman,

Man fears that woman will assume a
more dignified and serious attitude to-
wards the opposite sex. It is true, the

really free woman will never countemmcn/

the mean and unclean types of men
whom she consents to accept today.
This, however, will lead to the evolution
of a more ideal manhood.

It is often argued that the free woman
will not want to assume the burden of
motherhood. Posaibly upon realizing the
enormous responsibility attached to
motherhood, woman will not count her
children by the dozen, but on the other
hand when she assumes those responsi-
bilities she will bear them not merely
as a fulfilment of the feminine instinct,
but with a degree of conscious intelli-
gence hitherto unknown. She will save
the souls of the children as well as their
bodies and thus raise thte ideal men and
women of the future. “Unfolded only
out of the superbest woman of the
earth is to come the superbest man of
the earth.” She will not be less wo-
manly, but she will be more human.

Instead of being confined like the wo-
man of today, to the narrowest routine

/ and limited circle of domestic life, she

will take an interest in the events of
the day and get her experience of the
actual world. Living under diferent
conditions she will be able to unfold het
mental power and choose her occupation
in accord with her wishes and inclina-
tions. She will discard all prudery and
affectation, throw off the artificial har-
rier in the way of her friendship with
man, and alongside of him,unhampered,
work for the uplifting of humanity.

She will not, as commonly predicted,
indulge in “free love,” but will be free
to love where her heart and mind wiil
lead her. She will not, for material
considerations, dispose of her hody to
one man for life, nor will she sell it
night after night to a different one for
a subsistence. She will not wait until
sought and then accept the 6rst nun
who condescends to ask her, but will
scek herself; she will choose as well as

7

be chosen. She will not cling to the
man though he ceases to love her, but
will proudly continue on her path of
life.

v

Deception which is generally attrib-
uted to her as part of her nature is
in reality due to her false position in
society, and will disappear as soon as
she is able to express her ideas and de-
sires without - fear of being misunder-
stood, and, therefore, judged wrongly;
then she will not have any cause for
deception and will, in time, grow to be
a truthful and courageous being.

Some of our scientists deny the pos-
sibility of woman ever becoming man’s
equal on account of the many differences
between them. It is those very differ-
ences that necessitates equality of op-
portunity. If man is stronger physic-
ally, if he is more logical and liberal,
woman has a quicker perception and ap-
preciation of character, is more emotional
and persistent, and only as two equal
beings can they supplement each other
in life.

The free woman will compovll man to
rease looking upon himself as an excep-
tion to the laws of nature, and cause
him to regard his own thought and acts
from the same standpoint from which
he judges her’s. He will have to com-
pete for her and win her by his per-
sonality, and not his social position;
she will be able to live through life
without him instead of regarding him
as her only salvation from a deplorable
old age. Yet, the spectacle of old maids
who can find no husbands will be more

rare than it is today. The instinct of sex‘/

and genuine affection, instead of mer-
cenary reasons will be the cause of more
frequent marriages.

MY AMBITION
Kiichi Kaneko.

Not the marble palace,

Not the crown of imperial power,
Not position, not wealth,
Neither fame, nor title,

Do I need.

[ would rather be a peasant
And live in the wood,

With my soul erect and free,
Speaking my honest thought,

"That freedom is all I need.

Here is a suggestion: Fix one day
in each week in which to do something
for The Socialist Woman. Take sam-
ples and leaflets to your neighbors and,
friends. ILet them know what you‘are
doing. Get their subscriptions. After
awhile you will find it fascinating work.
and it will greatly help your paper as
well as your cause.
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In response to the requests of many of
our readers, we have decided to publish
one or two short stories each month.
These stories, of course, will deal with
social problems of the day. In this issue
we print one by Hebe, one of our staff
writers. A story that is entertaining as
well as instructive will be welcomed by
our readers. The November issue will
have a thrilling story by Gertrude Bres-
lau llunt. It i3 a sketch from life, and
shows how capitalism deals with women.
You can't attord to miss this story.

Do not forget that you are one of
the soldiers of the cause. You must do
something for this cause so dear to you,
if you want to count in the uplift of
humanity. Send a dime for five copies
of The Socialist Woman cach month,
and distribute them among your neigh-
bors. When you hand out the paper be
sure and mark an article in it, and
urge them to read it. A systematic and
untiring effort alone will make your
work a success, “Do a little, but do
it long,” is a good motto for propa-
ganda. Keep at it until you have con-
vinced your “vietims.” Stick to it until
you have captured the enemy. This is
the only way to revolutionize the world.

Read carefully our new department,
“What Others Say on the Woman Ques-
tion.” This will give you a wider out-
look on this interesting subject. The
views and opinions cited are not neces-
sarily in accord with our own, but we
want you to get acquainted with what
others think and say on this great issue
of the age. We helieve that knowledge
is the real gate to progress, and to close
our eyes to others’ ideas is to hinder
mental and moral progress.

The circulation of The Socialist Wo-
man is growing rapidly. But you must
not stop pushing this circulation at any
point.  We must go forward until wo-
men need no more the service of The
Socialist Woman. The Socialist Woman
is here to educate women and lead them
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to a self-conscious emancipation. There
are yet thousands of women who are
struggling and suffering from their own
ignorance and prejudices. There are mil-
lions of them whose circumstances com-
pel them to remain ignorant. We must
reach every one of these. Let us keep
on in untiring energy and aspirations!

Don't send Appeal to Reason matter
to us, and don’t send matter intended
for us to the Appeal, unless it is com-
bination subscriptions, as advertised by
the Appeal. Our offices are several
blocks apart, and it causes delay and
confusion to send matter to one which
should go to the other.

Fix one afternoon in a week to do
something towards pushing the circula-
tion of The Socialist Woman. (o out
among your town people and solicit suba
for your paper. It is not hard to get

subs at club rates if you do it persist--

ently. If every reader has her Socialist!
Woman Day each week and works sys-
tematically it is pretty sure that The
Socialist Woman will do wonders.

Have you ordered your regular
monthly bundle yet? If not, there is
no time like the present. We all know
who carries the “change™ in most fami-
lies and often the woman feels that she is
a penniless dependent upon this change-
bearer; but even this woman can man-
age to get hold of ten cents a month,
with which to create discontent in the
minds of enslaved and dependent wo-
manhood. It is a damnable system we
live under. If you want it abolished,
you must circulate your paper among
women, and awaken them to rebellion.
Send ten cents for a bundle of The So-
cialist Woman cach month, and distrib-
ute them among your neighbora.

You cannot help The Socialist Woman
more than by securing subseriptions to
it. Think what it would mean if each
reader got only ome new name each
month. But if you will not do this,
can’t you at least send addresses of
your Socialist friends, of the school
teachers of yvour place, or of women
interested in suffrage and progress for
women. We will send circulara and
samples to these and try to reach them
in this way.

When you have read Kate Richards-
O’Hare’s little masterpiece in this num-
ber of The Socialist Woman you will have
some idea of what her “Sorrows of
Cupid” means. Mrs. O'Hare is certainly
one of the most entertaining and at the
same time one of the most instructive
writers in our movement. We gzive “The
Sorrows of Cupid” with each 50c¢ sub-
scription to The Socialist Woman. You
can’t afford to miss this offer.

If you fail to receive your Socialist
Woman let us know. Your name is no
doubt on our list O. K., but there may
be trouble elsewhere. We will supply
all missing numbers.

Have you any suggestions to make to
this paper, either critical or otherwise?
Send them in. We want to know what
you think. We want to make the mag-
azine a reflection of your thought and
your need, as much as possible. Don’t
hesitate to write us.

Youy suffragist friends must read our
opening article on the Suffrage Conven-

tion. Get it Dbefore them; before
ndividuals, and their state and
national  conventions.  The working

woman is to be the real factor in the
suffrage movement of the future—be-
cause hers is an economic necessity:
because she wants higher wages, and
can’t get them without the power of
the vote. Get this fact before your suf-
frage friends, and insist that they act
upon it.

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION EXPIRED.

Always watch your wrapper for ex-
piration. If the wrapper says No. 17
it means your term will expire with No.
17. Renew before your term is out. We
can’t supply back numbers.

HOUSEKEEPING UNDER SOCIALISM

“Housekeeping Under Socialism,” by

Josephine C. Kaneko, tells every house-
Fwife the fact of the existence of won-

derful labor-saving devices for the
home, which she cannot have under capi-
talism—unless she is very rich—but
which may and will be hers under So-
cialism. It is a brief statement of facts
which must appeal to every woman, and
convince her of the necessity of Social-
ism. You will want to scatter this
leaflet by the million. 50 for 1l0c. 100
for 20e, 1,000 for $2.

OUR LEAFLETS.

Leaflets advertising The Soclallst Woman
will be sent free of charge. Other leaflets
for sale are “Elizabeth Cady Stanton on
Soclalism,” a fine propaganda ledflet;
“Where I8 Your Wife,” by Kiichi Kaneko,
good for propaganda In Soclalist locals,
second edition; “Why the Soclalist Woman
Demands Universal Suffrage,” by Josephine
C. Kaneko. Every working man and wo-
man should read this argument for equal
suffrage. Any of these leaflets GO for 10
conts; 100 for 20 cents; 1,000 for $1.50.

WOMAN SUFFRAGE

By Clara Zetkin.

One copy 5 cents, postpaid.

The best pamphlet on the subject. Every
suffragist must read this little book. It will
give you a most logical and elear knowledge
on woman suffrage. Send your order today.
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Three bells!

The clang of the gong vibrated through
the dark hold of the ship that was never
penetrated by a ray of sunlight and
that the lanterns but dimly lighted.
Only the roaring flames in the great fur-
naces cast a red glow upon the stal-
wart, muscular, half-nude figure of the
stokers. The three bells were a joyous
chime for them for they meant the signal
for relay, they betokened rest and recre-
ation to the tired workers. Tom laid
down his' shovel with a sigh of relief,
and wiped the perspiration from his fore-
head. He was so tired today! How long
had he been working there in the dark-
ness and the stifling heat of the engine
rooms, shoveling coal into the insatiable
jaws of the furnace, while the ship aped
across the sea from shore to shore! How
long?*—He hardly remembered. He only
knew that the work had seemed easy
to him formerly, and that it scemed
hard, terribly hard, to him now; he
knew why, too. The doctor in the dis-
pensary had told him that he was af-
flicted with heart discase and that he
mugt not perform hard labor, and must
avoid all strenuous exercise.

It was easy indeed for the doctor to
give him that advice, but what could a
man do who had a family to support,
and who had never had a chance to learn
a trade. He could not hang around
waiting for some lighter job to come
his way, and let poor Kitty support him
and the four kids besides. So he had
stuck to his stoker's job and had con-
soled himself with the hope that he
would hold out a few years more until
the bhoys were a little older and could
mo to work. But his troublesome heart
kept worrying him. Sometimes his
pulse beat with a feverish haste. and
then again it was so weak that he could
scarcely feel it bheating. His ailment
seemed to have grown worse since he
knew about it.

Together with his fellow-workers Tom
now stepped out upon the lower deck
into the warm, bright sunshine of the
tropical seas. Tt was delightful to bask
in the sunshine, and the gentle breeze
that fanned his forehead refreshed his
weary body and brain. He had lit his
pipe and was leaning against the rail-
ing gazing out upon the brilliant. ealm
surface of the boundless ocean. He
was thinking of his wife and children
and worrying over the problem of how
they should make ends meet if he should
have to quit his job after all. Tor he
loved his wife and the four little boys,
to whom it always meant a holiday
when papa came home from sea and
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Only a Stoker

Hebe.

brought them some little trifie from a
foreign land.

“I must work., T must keep on work-
ing,” he muttered to himself. Then he
turned his weary footsteps and went
to his cabin. It wuas a dark, miserable
havel, this stoker's eabin and Tom had
to  share ity seanty space  with
three But  even  such
a place ix good {o vest in when one is
exhausted from work. So Tom stretched
ont upon his cot and closed his eyes.
but somehow he could not sleep. A tur-
moil of thoughts filled his mind and
memories of by-gone days came back to
him, he knew not why.

He thought of a time when he had
been young and strong and healthy, al-
ways cheerful and at his work and al-
ways in good spirits. When three bells
had rung out the hour of rest in those
days. he had not hurried off. to his cabin.
What a good time he had had on the steer-
age deck, joking and laughing and sing-
ing with other young chaps, and if one
of them happened to have a harmonium
and some one struck up a merry tune,
how he had danced the waltz and the
gallop and the two-step with all the
pretty girls in the crowd. It was thus
that he had met his Kate.

Young and pretty, but a friendless
orphan, she had come alone across the
sea to earn her living in a foreign land.
It had been a case of love at first sight
between them. First they danced to-
gether, then they had talked to one
another a good deal, and teased cach
other, as lovers will, and upon the night
before landing he had taken her into
his arms and Kissed her, and had aske.l
her whether she cared for him. ‘“Mora
than for anyone else in the world.,” had
been the prompt reply, and twkat had
settled all preliminaries between them.
They did not require any formal prep-
aration, for they both were poor and
had to ask no one’s blessing, and they
longed for one another with a strong.
youthful passion. So Kate became his
wife a day after the ship reached shore.
Every hour of his wedding day remained
vivid in Tom’s memory. At noon time
they had been married, and then they
had taken a trolley-car ride iuto (ke
open country. They had walked aeross
fields and meadows and through th-
woods and Kate had picked a hunciv of
wild flowers. How beautiful the green
and blooming country had looked to him
who was obliged to spend his « ntire life
upon the water! Only late in the even-
ing they had returned to the city and
had gzone home arm in arm to that
dingy house in a narrow street where

comradea,

they had taken their lodging. Everyone
had been sleeping and the halls and stair-

cases were dark, but he had taken his

bride in his arms and softly laughing
had carried her up the five Hights of
stairs, higher and higher, straightway
to heaven, as she had whispered into his
ear. It had indeed been heavea on earth
to them, that little cop-floor rocwa in
which they had loved each other and
been so happy! That had been the hap-
piest day in Tom's life, that and
one other day, a year later. He had re-
turned from a long voyage, and when he
came into the room he had found his
wife lying in bed, somewhat pale, but
with a strange light shining in her eyes.
and beside her a wee, pink creature, his
son, his first-born! Now that son was
ten years old, a handsome, sturdy little
chap! A few years more and the hoy
would be able to earn a little money.,
and that would make things easier for
him and Kate.

A sudden, intense pain flashed through
Tom’s body. Me tried to call for help.
but his voiee was choked. Feebly he
raised his head and gasped into the
empty air—“Kate, Kitty,” he muttered;
and then he sank back upon his pillow.

Again the signal bells rang out loud
and clear. “Nine o’clock,” said the pas-
sengers, and the stokers who had been
resting went back to work. Only Tom
was not in his accustomed place. The
engineer looked about and beckoned to
one of the men: “Where's Tom?1” “I don’t
know, sir. In his cabin, I guess, sir.”
“Well, go and fetch him,” 3aid the en-
gineer, and then added rather angrily.
“Tom’s been inclined to shirk lately.”

The man went, but returned almost
immediately and his comrades saw the
horrified look upon his face. He went
right up to the engineer and bending
close to hig ear said in a hoarse whis-
per: “Tom’s dead, sir.”

’ * - - - - *

The drawing room of the first
cabin rang with music and laughter and
the mingling of merry voices. The pas-
sengers were evidently having a moat
delightful time, for the weather was
perfect and everyone was on deck. The
people who were mingling there had
come from all parts of the world and
had heen cast together by mere chance.
But that did not mar the spirit of the
sociability which prevailed among them.
For when you are at sea and depend
entirely for companionship upon your
fellow-travelers, the usual barriers of
formality are set aside and intercourse
becomes informal and familiar. A tall.
stately Englishman was sitting at the
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piano, passionately playing a  Chopin
waltz.  Beside the piano stood a young
commercial traveler from Germany, lis-
tening with evident reverence to the

rapturous music. Upon the sofa sat a

vivacious French woman with her child
upon her lap, conversing in her native
language with a blonde Swede who sat
beside her. In one corner of the draw-
ing room a beautiful, black-eyed, Span-
ish girl had gathered about her a circle
of her admiring countrymen and others,
and Spanish compliments were being ex-
changed with the usual eloquence of the
southern temperament. In another cor-

ner a few old gentlemen were having a’

quict game of cards. In the middle of
the room a very pretty, very blonde
American girl was enjoying an uninter-
rupted flirtation with a young Harvard
student, who held an open book upon
his knee, but evidently prepared to read
in his companion’s eyes; and in the re-
motest nook, in a comfortable arm chair,
sat a pale young woman apparently
oblivious of her surroundings, and deeply
absorbed by a book she was reading.
The clang of a signal bell and a sudden
jerk of the ship interrupted the various
conversations. The engines had Dbeen
stopped and the ship had come to a
stand-still. “What can be the matter?”
everyone asked, and there was a general

-
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rush for the deck. Only the Englishman
at the piano, the Harvard student, and
the pale young woman remained behind.

Outside upon the lower deck the cap-
tain and the crew stood about in a
wide cirele with uncovered heads, and
in their midst lay a large bag roughly
sewn of coarse canvass that betrayed
a human shape. It contained the re-
mains of poor Tom. The eaptain spoke
a few words of praise for the dead man
and said a short prayer. Then four
sailors raised the bag and silently let
it down into the sea. Quickly the cap-
tain gave his orders; the signal to go
on wag sent down to the engine room;
the engines resumed their motion. It
was all over.

The pretty American girl was the
first to get into the drawing-room. As
she entered, her friend, the Harvard
student, exclaimed: “Well, what was
ity” “They just buried a man at sea,”
she answered, in a most indifferent tone
of voice. Thereupon the Englishman
stopped short_in the midst of a wonata
he was playing, and turned about, and
the pale young woman dropped her book
and looked up. Almost simultaneously
both of them asked: “Who was it?”

“Oh, only a stoker,” the blonde gir] re-
plied, and then she sat down beside the
student to continue the interrupted flir-
tation.

The Mother Principle

Josephine Conger-Kaneko. .

If we are to believe the zoologists and
the biologists, animal life has been a
series of warfares from its earliest be-
ginning. Animal life has for the most
part got its living off of animal life.
Everywhere insect feeds upon insect,
fowl upon insect, beast upon fowl, and
man upon beast.

To a very large degree life is a blood-red

carnage. Added to this life-and-death
struggle constantly going on between
- creatures of the animal world, we have
the perfect indifference of the elements
to animal life. Famine, hurricanes,
scorching suns and freezing winters are
nature’s methods of ridding herself of
untold millions of creeping and walk-
ing things.

Love in nature?

ves,

When the sun shines,
But tomorrow the frosts of winter
may freeze to the bone these whom the
sun shone on so recently. Today a
group of innocent viliagers may till their
fields in joy, and the sense of coming
plenty. Tomorrow the elements may
combine in a terrific storm and wipe
“hem off the face of the earth.

What has nature for the individual?
Everywhere pain, everywhere struggle,
effort, and failure; and over all her calm,

dispassionate ear, heeding not the ery of
the individual in its torment.

Nature, so accurate, so mathematical
in creation, is seemingly indifferent in
destruction. Function is the object of
nature; not happiness.

And yet, through it all, through the
misery and the pain and the indifference,
runs one eternal principle, one unchang-
ing essence: the essence of mother love;
of mother-care; of mother-protection; of
mother-sacrifice.

From protoplasm to man, we may
trace its career. Its one undying, pur-
poseful activity lies in producing that
which “nature”—male nature—inanimate
nature—so unhesitatingly destroys. The
mother-instinet gives its own elements
for this purpose, from the budding
amoeba to civilized woman. “And greater
love than this hath no man.” Greater
love than this is not conceivable. Nei-
ther can one conceive of a greater gift
to society than that which a woman
gives who accepts intelligent mother-
hood with all the graces which accompany
it; the compassion, the love, the protec-
tive instinet. Armies, nor libraries, nor
stocks and honds can equal this gift.

In the depthg of the wilderness the

young cub, c.reeping beyond the confines
of the lairs of the mother, meets the
natural law of claw and fang. Weak
with agony he drags himself back home—
he knows where to go—and there the
mother lioness licks his wounds and
purrs softly to his wounded spirit until
he is well and strong again.

The primitive mother, child at her
breast, seeks a place in which she may
guard it from the indifferent cruelty of
natural law—and the savage male. She
discovers a hole in the hillside and
makes a “home” there. Finally she
dresses hides, and grinds grain between
two stones. Step by step she develops
a sort of human society. Later on the
male comes to recognize some sort of re-
lation between himself and the birth of
the young. Then comes the discovery
that a child is in part his. And in him
buds feebly, for the first time, the moth-
er-clement}j—the  protective instinct,
which finally becomes human and com-
passionate, even as it has been in wo-
man.

And this “mother” element in the wo-
man, and the man, is the foundation of
modern society. Without it mankiud
would still be roaming the forests, fight-
ing, killing, altogether destructive. The
mother-principle is in its nature con-
structive, conservative.

In primitive days so great was the ef-
fect of the mother principle upon man-
kind that it was deified. The oldest, tlie
wisest, the most mysteriously powerinl
of the Teutonic deities are female. Ger-
man folk .lore i3 full of the gottermut-
ter—or divine mothers. Later, men
wrote bibles, masculinized the mother
principle, called it god, and worshipped
it. The protective, the compassionate
essence, which grew out of the office of
motherhood, and gradually became a
general humian attribute, they took to be
of supernatural origin—and while they
worshipped it, they enslaved their wo-
men.

Today this mother principle has veiy
seriously to do with society. Social orga-
nisms the world over, are deficient with-
out its full play in their management
The Socialist movement needs it. Aad
it needs it from the source from which
it first sprang—from womankjnd itscif.
From the mother-forte of the world.

Let us recognize this fact—insist upon
it—compel it, if need be, into our move-
ment. We will never succeed without it.

SORROWS OF CUPID. -
BY KATE RICHARDS O'HARE.
There isn’t a pamphlet in the Socialist
literature so beneficial as propaganda
matter among women as this little book.
We urge you to read it. Every chap-
ter is a gem. Price 25c. The Socjalist

Woman Pub. Co., Girard, Kan.
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What Others Say on the Woman Question

A Plea For Mother Workers.

W. €. Anderson in ““The Woman Worker.”

Legislation as to the employment of
the married woman must recognize her
right to be financially helped, when she
temporarily relinquishes her work in or
der that the child may have a chance.

“What of the poor mother in Ler
home " asks Mr. Chiozza Money, M. .
“We can safely confer upon our medieal
officers and women inspectors power to
advise the assistance of necessitons
cases, before and after childbirth. The
mother and the child must be fed. Na-
ture must be allowed to give the new
unit of population a fair start in life.

“The cost would be surprisingly small.
If 300,000 cases were assisted to the ex-
tent of €10 each, it would entail an
expenditure of only €3,000,000 per an-
num.  With €10 per case a great deal
could be done.”

A nation keen to maintain race vir-
ility could make no sounder investment,

In Germany, the woman compelled by
childbirth to abstain from her employ-
ment receives a sum equal to half her
ordinary wage, as well as free medical
assistance. 1In Switzerland, the law in-
sists on the mother having relief from
factory toil for three months before anl
after confinement. In Spain the em-
plover mmst allow the nursing mother
to return home one hour a day with-
out deduction from wages. In Ivance
the children of factory mothers are
placed in the care of trained nurses in
day nurseries.

Hetty Green on Bourgeois Women,

The women of America have helped
to make hard times. All they live for,
all they care for, is clothes--the latest
shape in hats, the newest fangled skirts.
And they are none too particular how
they get what they want or who pays
for it. Oh, I am not saying that Amer-
ican women are not mworal, but T do
say that they do not care what price
their husbands and fathers and brotlers
pay for the luxury and finery they de-
mand. More men are driven to dishon-
esty by the white hand of a woman,
stuck all over with jewels, than by their
own love of horses, rich food and gay
times.

The American child is not taught how
to save money, but how to spend it.
Everything they want—give it to them
%0 long as you have the price or credit
—that’s the policy of the odern
mother, and she is raising a nation of
spendthrifts, whose one thought is to
get what they want when they want
it. That is why men and women, the
few who know how to save, will in
time be masters of those who know mly
how to spend.

Socialism and the Woman Question.
Winnle Branstetter in ‘“Social-Dem-IHerald.”

Until the present campaign, little of-
fort has been made to reach or interest
the working women in the program of
Socialism. In those southern states
where there is a property qualification
upon the franchise, Socialist publications
and agitators raise a great ery against
this bitter injustice to the working man.
But they have been very quiet regarding

the fact that the conditions of the
working women everywhere are more
debased than that of men, because she
is without the franchise as a means of
forcing the capitalist class to concede
some of her demands.

‘There are about 6,000,000 wage
slaves in America, working for an av-
erage of 30 per cent less wages than
the men in the same trade, efficiency be-
ing equal. Whether these 6.000,000 wage
slaves are conservative or radical, su-
perstitions or free-minded, God-fearing
or man-loving, is not the mission of the
Socialist party to determine, but rather
whether they are producers of the nee-
essities of life, robbed of a portion of
the social value of their toil through
the private ownership of machinery.
This being the ease, then it is the duty
of the Socialist party. as the champion
of the working class, voicing the civie,
political and economic demands of that
class, to take a position for the poli-
tical enfranchisement of these working
women.

South African Men Towards Women.
Ollve Schreiner in “The So. African News.”

The male members of our society who
have in the past alone been entrusted
with the duty of shaping laws and pub-
lic institutions, have in South Afriea
often shown a sanity and breadth of in-
sight not always shown by those - of
other countries.

In the non-sexual basis of our uni-
versity regulations we have the noblest
example of this. This constitution rec-
ognizes that the benefits of the highest
intellectual culture are as unwisely de-
nied on the score of sex as of race, and
that sound health demands that their
enjoviment should depend entirely on the
desire and ability of the individual eiti-
zen to make use of them. In the splen-
did use many of our younger women
are now making of those advantages we
have as a society the reward of the
breadth and foresight shown by certain
of our men in the past. and we have no
need to fear that in the future South
African men will be found falling be-
hind those of other nations in the path
of progressive and enlightened social
development.

Woman’s Work for Human Freedom.

August “Freedom.”

Whilst men, greedy for power, ercat.d
the state and succceded only in 1mu-
tnally enslaving each other, women, at
one time crushed by the hrutal force of
men, conquered the home. Many homes
are wretched, it is true, on account of
the worthles=ness of one or both of their
components, or by their wrong assort-
ment.  But many women succeed in
making the home a little anarchist
group, with no master, no slave; and
the brutal qualities which men acquire
in political and business life are soft-
ened down in the home. If economic

- difficulties can be staved off. such wo-

men live in a «mall way as philosophical
anarchists, choosing their own work,
their own leisure, their own friends:
being on terms of equality with all, of
solidarity with a family ecircle. It is a
foretaste of coming civilization, and in

this way women see much more of free-
dom—enjoy freedom, ease, and absence
of cares-——than men ever do. \Why, then,
instead of spreading this state of things
from the happy women to the less happy
and to the unhappy—instead of trying
to make men who are softened in the
home by true women, the less and less
brutal in business, official and political
life—instead of using their immense
power for good to conquer freedom for
women and men, why will they conse-
crate their energy on becoming men's
accomplices in cruel public life?

Adult Suffrage.
Teresa Billington-Greig,

Those who mis-call the sex-equality
bill a limited measure are guilty of
confuging two separate and- distinec
things. They forget, in their new-born
zeal for democracy, that there are two
bars between the people and full adult
suffrage. They talk and act as if there
were only one. But in addition to the
anomalous condition of our legislation
and qualification laws, which impede and
limit the voting powers of men, there
is the great sex:bar which shuts out all
women from citizenship. To the advo-
cates of sex-equality in politics, the all-
or-nothing-democrats seem to apply one
law to men and another to women. They
say to men who have votes on the pres-
ent terms, "Go forward and vote.” But
to women who are qualitied according
to the same terms they say, “Have
nothing to do with the existing fran-
chise. Wait until all your sisters can
vote with you.” This may be good ad-
vice, but it is certainly not consistent.
If the present franchise is good enough
to be used by men, it is good enough to
be used bv women.

Women in the New Finnish Diet.
Dogmar Neovius in ‘“Kvindevalgret.”
The different parties in the new Fin-

nish diet have the following number of
members: the largest party, the Social-
democrats, sends 83 deputies, among
whom are 13 women; the Oldfinnish party
sends 54, among whom are 6 women:
the Youngfinnish party 27, with only 2
women; the Swedish party 25, with 3
women, and finally the Agrarian party
9, with 1 woman.

If we class the women deputies after
their avocations, we find 9 married wo-
men, among whom one is a doctor’s wife,
one a clergyman’s wife, two peasants’
wives and one workman's wife; 6 teach-
ers; 4 propagandists; 2 editors of wo-
men's papers; 2 dressmakers: 1 Phil.
Dr.; 1 factory-inspector,

It is not easy to prophesv what the
women will be able to do in this diet
for the special women's claims.  Most
of those urged in the former diet are
as vet left undiscussed, and will pos-
sibly be again presented. But judging
from the actual political situation, it
seems probable that this parliament will
principally turn on the conflict with
Russia. We may hope that the women
who are put to this test may know how
to maintain their place as steadfast and
obstinate defenders of their home and
country. and will not he deterred from
their duty either by words nor by men-
aces,
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An International Hymn of Woman's
Cause.
August “Jus Suffragil.”

Several persons have voiced the de-
mand for an international hymn of wo-
man's freedom. Mej. Catharine van
Rennes, the gifted composer, whose skill
and talent were so abundantly demon-
strated during the recent Amsterdam
congress, has signified her probable wil-
lingness to write the mmusic when ap-
propriate words have been found. All
our auxiliaries are requested to invite
their poets to invoke the muses in our
behalf. The words may be in any one
of the official languages and the compe-
tition is open to all nations.

If the results .of this proposal war-
rant it, a committee of judges will be
appointed who will select the best from
those sent in. The alliance must re-
serve the right to refuse to accept any,
if not satisfactory. The poem must be
as dignified, as spirited, as elegant, as
the national hymn of any nation. Ev-
ery nation has its hymn of liberty, why
should not the cause of woman have
one?

Marriage in Socialistic Society.
Jean Jaures in *The Independent.”

If 1 am not mistaken, Socialism will
produce two immediate results in the
sphere of marriage. It will unquestion-
ably eliminate from the relations be-
tween man and woman all legal re-
straints; but, at the same time, it will
fortify the moral obligations of fidelity,
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which is the ideal of sincere and true
monogamy. When I speak of the re-
moval of restraints, I do not at all
mean that it will introduce into society
what we call today “free love,” which
is generally only a reprehensible privi-
lege of the stronger, man, who takes ad-
vantage of the weakness of woman, who
marries an ‘“inferior being” und then
throws her off when he is done with her.
Such is generally the history of these
free love unions.

In the relation of the sexes, as in
economic relations, real individual lib-
erty exists only when each party enjoys
certain guarantees against the encroach-
ments or abuses of the other. Upper
clasy individualism i3 as evil in its ex-
ploitation of woman as woman, as it is
in its exploitation of the workman as a
workman. When the new Socialism
gives the young girl and the young wo-
man a real and thorough education and
enables them to support themselves by
labor proportionate to their strength and
talents, then will the “weaker sex” be
guarded against surprises and traps,
then will the married woman cease to be
a dependent being held- in servitude
through the fear of want and wretched-
ness, then will she be safe from the worst
effects of cowardly desertion. The educa-
tion and the laws of Socialism will not
allow a father to escape his duties
toward his children by simply turning
out into the street their unmarried
mother, as can be done today in this
beautiful land of France.

What Kind of Education is Most Needed
for Women Today ?

Study Self and Motherhood.

My observation and years of study
lead me to say: The study of self and
motherhood rights. The owned mother
hardly can grant a welcome as birth-
right to her child, which is hers by nat-
ural, but not by legal rights. And un-
der capitalism’s power, scarcely can the
mother under labor’s grind, however
much a babe is longed for, dare to bare
another child to add to the cares and ex-
penses of the laborer's home. Then I
see that education should extend to eco-
nomics which she is deeply environed
by. and through such gpare hours the
study of Socialism, including the peru-
sal of “The Socialist Woman,” which I
have found so great a help, as well as
instructor for all women of all classes.—
Allie Lindsay Lynch, Chicago.-

Read Literature of Reiolt.

Women should read science and liter-
ature of revolt. Of the former hygiene,

~all that pertains to child-culture from

germ to adult. Sociology and Socialism
are most important. In the study of
evolution and standard science it is well
to begin with Huxley. In Criminology
at least Ferri’s “Positive School” is in-
dispensable, Of literature read all men-
tioned by Comrade K. Kaneko in Sept.
S. W, adding Shelly, Thoreau, Whit-
man, Olive Schreiner, Carpenter, Mark-
ham, London, Sinclair, Mrs.  Gilman.
Of periodicals, “Sacialist Woman,” “Wo-
man  Worker"—England—and “Interna-
tional Socialist Review.” are best.—May
Beals Hoffpauir, Tennessee.

Clear the Mind Up First.

The first essential to raise a crop, one
must clear away the forest, and burn
the trash, then good seed must be sown,
after which, with the proper conditions
You can reap a good harvest. 1 liken the
average mind of today unto a forest
filled with thorns and briars. A careful
and critical study of religion and poli-
tics, of the past and present, is abso-
lutely necessary in order to clear the
soil of the mind. When this is done,
vou will be surprised to know how little
there is left of value to yourself or com-
ing generations. Now take the book of
nature as your guide. It is not man-
made, never tells a falsehood; teaches
Socialism and evolution and the brother-
hood of man; is no respecter of persons;
that every child is an immaculate child,
and an heir to immortality, with an
eternity in which to grow. No golden
slippers, no golden strects, no gems in
the crowns of the elect, or few, and no
brimstone in the nostrils of the many.—
Ida Ohlinger, New York.

Study Science,

Logically the advice for a student,
woman or man, it to study science.
Mathematics first, hecause its propo-
sitiony can be proven exactly and as it
is a basis for further study. Then phys-
ics, astronomy, chemistry, botany, biol-
ogy, and last, the least exact and less
understood, sociology, which would in-
clude history, philology and politics.
But as all study is but rubbish unless
put to some concrete use, and as the

advance in the sciences has gone far
ahead of the use we are making -of
science, as higher knowledge is too often
made a club to crush humanity instead
of a lever to elevate it, right now the
most profitable study is sociology. Study
human conditions that the sum of hu-
man knowledge may he applied to pro-
cure better food, clothing and shelter,
with the higher mental and ethieal
standards which this would imply, for
all  humanity.—Agnes Downing, Los
Angeles, (al.

Study Her Relation to Humanity.

The woman of today should study,
first of all, her relations to humanity—-
as a part of it. This leads into almost
every science, which should be syste-
matically investigated. The woman has
control of the future generations, there-
fore she has the greatest responsibility.
The man has control of present genera-
tions, with modifications in each indi-
vidual case. For instance, boys often
have the general character of the mother,
and girls  “take after” the father.
But the father is supposed to be the
ideal of the mother-—under proper con-
ditions—therefore improper marriages
work to the detriment of the human
race. The competition of the sexes falls
heaviest just before a change for the
better comes.—Ira S. Campbell, New
Mexico.

Study Politics.

Woman should study politics because
it means bhread and butter to her. Not
only bread and butter, but means also
whether her children should be employed
in factories before their childhood days
are over. DPolitics tells her under what
laws she must live. She should know
the platform of each political party, and
fight for that which will give her the
right to take part in making the laws,
—Mrs, E. V. Clements.

Develop Sentiment.

Socialism as a purely economie prop-
osition is cold and heartless. The soul
of our movement depends entirely on
new recruits. Those who grow old in
the study of our economic science and
philosophy  become intellectual ice-
bergs. They chill the warm life blood
of real humanity. T have contended for
vears against this indisputable condi-
tion, but without success. My hope is
that women will be our savior, If there
is no place in our philosophy and action
for the feelings and sentiments of hu-
manity, those feelings and sentiments
that constitute the essence of religion,
it is doomed to fail. “The Sacialiat
Woman” is about to depart from the
narrow educational lines of the Social-
ist press and we hope that it will not
follow the eold wmaterialistic steps of
man. The heart of woman is a world-
moving force and we hope that it will
blaze forth in all its glory in “The Seo-
cialist Woman.”—1. W. Mooney, OKla-
homa.

Science the Main Need.

Tn reply to your question “What is
the best intellectual food for women
today” T would say that science would
be the main essential, as the study of
science develops the brain more than
any other knowledge and with a devel-
oped brain our mind naturally gets a



clearer view and conception of religion,
politics and different social problems.
But the question is, How many minds
that would be attracted by some spicy
and piquant belletristic, would absorb
such works as Darwin’s “Origin of Spe-
cies,”  Spencer’s “First Principles,”
Buckle’s “History of Civilization in Eng-
land,” and the like? Why, the most of
women, and even men, would find such
reading “too dry.” and therefore it would
be advisable that every club shonll en-
gage lecturers who, in a plain but able
way, would give outlines of different,
branches of science, thus uzetting the
women acquainted with the causes of
varied phenomena in nature and the uni-
verse. As for a more thorongh study of
science, it would of course depend en-
tirely upon the development of this or
that brain.—Anna Rapport, Mass.

Study Science, Politics and Rcligion.

As T am a reader of “The Socialist
Woman.” I think that science and poli-
tics and religion are the best that wo-
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men can study. My hushand intends to
vote the Socialist ticket, my son will
cast his first vote for Debs. I would
cast a dozen if T could. Hurrah for

Debs and lHHanford.-—Mary Broadwell,
Minn.
THE NEXT TOPIC FOR OUR DISCUS-

SION CLUB.

Will he “Shall Women Wait to Vote
U'ntil Socialism has Come?” The quali-
fied suffragist says: “Anything that is
good for man is good for women. Tet
women have votes as their brothers
have.” The all-or-nothing-Socialist says
—“Wait until all are free.”

The subject is so vital that it deserves
the thoughtful reflection of every mind.
T rejoiced at the responses you made on
our last topic. Dut [ want more this
time. Let us reflect carefully upon the
subject. Be sure to make vour answer
not over 100 words. The best thought
is always a crystallized one.  Address all
your letters: K. KANEKO.,

GIRARD, KAN.

Is It a -Handfcap?

MARY S. OPPENHEIMER

Some points of special interest to So-
cialist women are to be found in the
Department of Labor Bulletin, State of
New York, for March 1908 in the de-
cision of the United States supreme
court on the OUregon ten hour law for
women.

The law in question was passed by
the Oregon [Iegislature in February,
1903.  Tn the fall of 1905 suit was
brought under it against the owner of
a laundry in Portland, and a test case
was made. This was carried through
all the state courts having jurisdietion,
and the supreme court has now affirmed
the constitutionality of the law.

Of this decision the Labor Bnllotin/

says: “The court based its conclusion
on the broad general considerations that
the physical constitution of wonfan is
such as to make long hours of labor
a menace to her health and therefore
justifies an exercise of the police power
of the state to limit her hours in the
interest of the public health, and that
her economic position in society is such
as to make her less independent than
man and therefore justifies limitation of
‘freedom of contract’ in her case for her
own protection and to secure for her
equal rights with men. Based on these
grounds this decision virtually = lays
down a solid basis of constitutionality
for the limitation of working hours for
women by state laws -generally. No
less than twenty of the states now hav
some such laws. "Heretofore, however,
the constitutionality of such laws was
net certain. In five states, Massachu-
setts, Nebraska, Oregon, Pennsylvania
and Washington, the highest court had
sustained such laws, but in Illinois such

an act had been held unconstitutional.
But heveafter it” may bhe regarded as
settled that the state may properly limit

the hours of the work of women to

such as shall certainly in no degree

menace their health,  The practical sig-
nificance of this decision for the wel-
fare of working women, it may be noted,
is considerably heightened by the fact
that while labor organization has heen
a great engine of progress  toward
shorter hours for men, that agencs has
been of comparatively little assistance
to women, owing to the weakness of
organization among them.” The Rulle-
tin quotes at length from the oninion
of the court which was unanimous. Tt
runs in part: “The woman’s physical
structure and the performance of ma-
ternal functions place her at a disad-

vantage in the struggle for subsistence

is obvious. This is especially true when
the burdens of motherhood are upon her.
Even when they are not. bv abundant
testimony of the medical fraternity con-
tinuance for a long time upon her feet
at work, repeating this from day to
day, tends to injurious effects upon the
body, and as healthy mothers are es-
sential to vigorous offspring, the physi-
cal well-being of women becomes an ob-
ject of public interest and care in order
to preserve the strength and vizw of
the race.

“Still  again, history discloses the

fact that woman has alwayvs been de-

pendent upon man. He established his
control at the outset by superior phy-
sical strength, and this control in var-
fous forms, with diminishing intensity,
has continued to the present. As min-
ors, though not to the same extent,
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she has been looked upon in the courts
as needing special care that her rights
may be preserved.  Education was long
denied her, and while now the doors of
the school room are opened and her op-
portunities for acquiring knowledge are

great, yet even with that and the con-
sequent  increase of capacity for busi-
ness affairs it is still true that in the
struggle for subsistence she is not an
equal compdtitor with her brother.
Though limitations upon personal and
contractual rights may be removed by
legislation, there is that in her disposi-
tion and habits of life which will operaie
against a full assertion of those rights.
She will still be where some legislation
to protect her seems necessary to sccure
a  real equality of right. Doubtless
there are individual exceptions, and there
are many respects in which she has an
advantage over him; but looking at it
from the viewpoint of the effort to
maintain an independent position in life,
she is not upon an equality. Differenti-
ated by these matters from the other
sex, she is properly placed in a class
by herself, and legislation designed for
her protection may be sustained, even
when like legislation is not necessary
for men and could not he sustained. It
is impossible to close ones eyes to the
fact that she still looks to her brother
and depends upon him. Even though
all vestrictions on politieal, personal and
contractual rights were taken away, and
she stood, so far as statutes are con-
cerned, upon absolutely equal -plane
with him, it would still be true that she
is so constituted that she will rest upon
and look to him for protection; that
her physical structure and a proper dis-
charge of her maternal functions- —hav-
ing in view not merely her own health,
but the well-being of the race—justify
legislation to proteet her fronr the grcwl‘/
as well as the passion of man. The
limitations which this statute places
upon her contractual powers, upon her
right to agree with her employer as to
the time she shall labor, are not imposed
solely for her benefit, but also larg-ly
for the benefit of all. Many words can-
not make this plainer. The two sexes
differ in structure of body, in the func-
tions to- be performed by each, in the
amount of physical strength, in the ca-
pacity for long continued labor, partie-
ularly when done standing, the influence
of vigorous health upon the future well-
being of the race, the self reliance which
enables one to assert full rights, and in
the capacity to maintain the struggle
for subsistence. This difference justi-
fies a difference in legislation and up-
holds that which is designed to compen-
sate for some of the burdens which
rest upon her. We have not referred in

.
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this discussion to the denial of the clec-
tive franchise in the State of Oregon,
for while that may disclose a lack of
political equality in all things with the
brother, that is not of itself decisive.
The reason runs deeper, and rests upon
the inherent difference in the sexes, and
in the different functions in life which
they perform.”

I= this decision really as favorable to
the cause of the woman worker as it
scems to be at first sight? In its final
result will it not tend to keep down the
wages of the woman as against those of
the man while the special privileges ex-
tended to her in this and similar statutes
are made a means through which a sup-
ply of cheap labor is maintained? The
state has an undoubted claim to active
interference with the rights of the wo-
man worker as against those of the
man in the case of the pregnant woman
and the mother of a young baby. Its
right is based upon the well being of
the child, the future citizen of the state.
More and better laws are desirable along
this line and a stricter enforcement of
them, if such a thing be possible under
capitalism.  But such laws do not con-
cern the woman as an individual. If I,
an active able bodied woman, with others
dependent upon me, can make more
money by working twelve hours a day as
the man does, what right has the state to
step in and practically say to me: “You
shall work only ten hours a day and
take lower wages merely because you
are a woman™? Such a decision is not
likely to help the school teachers to
win their fight for equal pay for equal
work. Tt is not likely to help women's
organizations anywhere to better wages.

The phrase: “the physical disabilities
of women” has come to he a spock one,
1t i< not unlike the fizures of the widow
and the orphan who are always trotted
out by the capitalist press when there
is talk of passing any law whicl might .
menace the vested rights of privale prop-

SOCIALIST WOMAN’S STUDY CLUB.
LESSON VIL

Early Civilization to Christian Era.
I—Ancient Civilizations.

1.  Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, etc,
which disappeared. 2. China and India.
which remained almost stationary. 3.
(ireece and Rome, which returned almost
to barbarism—the parents of modern
civilization,

II—Subsistence.

1. Freer distribution and exchange of

food products.
III—Government.

1. Formation of nations. 2. Written
law. 3. Municipal law grows up heside
patriarchal law. 4. Gens and phratry
atill effective within the social and re-
ligious sphere. 5. Development of re-
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erty. Then the newspapers shriek to
heaven that the vare of the funds of
the widow and the orphan is a sacred
trust.  But when the question is one of
wrecking a railroad or some other indus-
trial enterprise in which the fortunes of
the widow and the orphan are invested
the capitalists show wighty littie repard
for them. They tight the batiles of the
giants with each other, and when the
war is over the victorious eapitalist or
group of capitalists has got the money
and the widow and the orphan end in
poverty.

The tender concern of the courts for
the physical disabilities of women is
somewhat on a par with the interest of
the capitalist in the pathetic figures of
the widow and the orphan. It partakes
of sentiment rather thar of justice. As
a matter of fact women have been and
still are. in spite of their physical dis-
abilities, the drudges of the race. The
amount of pure hard work they have
done, and are still doing in many coun-
tries in the hewing of wood and draw-
ing of water is something appalling. But
they have done and do do it, and bring
up their babies besides.  The economie
independence and the better conditions
of life offered by Socialism are their
only hope of salvation. Practieally such
a decision as this tends to keep things
as they are instead of letiing them
work themselves out under our present
industrial system. It secms on the whole
rather a step backward than a step
forward.

So far as T know the matter has never
heen specially diseussed among Social-

jsts, thongh, if T am not mistaken,
some of the state platforms contain

clauses endorsing such special legislation
for women. These clauses may well
have heen inserted by the men alone.
At any rate the subjeet is one which
the women of the Socialist party ought
to think about and discuss, and in which
they ought to take an active interest.

publican form of government, with rep-
resentation based on land instead of
gens. 6. Rise of imperialism. 7. Great
commereinl cities.
IV—Language.—Ideas.

1. Development of writing. 2. Prose
literature. 3. Grammar, rhetoric, ora-
tory, logic, philosophy. 4. The thinking
machine developed. active, but without
knowledge of facts to work upon. 5.
Thought imaginative, speculative. 6.
Culture exclusively masculine, except-
ing for a number of courtesans who,
being free. acquired education.

V—Family.

1. The Aryan family established;
in Greece and Rome, only one legal wife.
2. Other women’s children become ille-
gitimate: the wife of chattel. 3. Child
follows the condition of the mother.
4. Women kept*in seclusion and igno-
rance.

“law?

VI—Industry—Commerce,

1. Work done by slaves. 2. Indus-
trial workers, both slave and free con-
gregate in towns, where production be-
comes individualized. 3. Caravan routes
from Orient to Mediterranean countrics.
4. Extended navigation along sca coasts.

VII—Religion.

1. Phallism. 2. Multiplication of
gods and temples. 3. Law employed to
enforce religiouz observances. Numer-
ous priesthood, important religious fes-
tivals. .

Questions.

1.  What characteristics were com-
mon to all the early nations; those
that disappeared, those that remained
nearly stationary, and those that retro-
graded? Answer—The abject condition
of woman. and the enslaved condition
of labor, which destroyed the dynamic
and inventive power of these elements
of society. 2. What help is commerce
to subsistence? Ans.—It enlarges the
variety of commodities at any given
place, and so encourages a larger de-
mand and calls forth increased produec-
tion. 3. What are some differences be-
tween patriarchal law and municipal
Ans.—Patriarchal law is based
on the family as a unit, it leaves pun-
ishment in the hands of the patriarch.
it is a despotism. Municipal law is based
on the individual as a unit, it acts in
the name of the city-state. 4. On what
subjects did the mind begin to train
itself?  Ans.—On the science of govern-
ment and the social accomplishments.
5. What innovations were introduced
by the Aryan form of the family? Ans.
- -Monogamy and the illegitimacy of
children. 6. What is a characteristic of
slave labor? Ans.—Processes and tools
are not improved, because the laborer
has neither interest nor leisure for mak-
ing inventions. 8. With what were the
religious powers most interested in the
pagan world? Ans.—With securing the
gratification of the sensual appetites and
providing revenues for the priesthood.

References:

1. The Nemesis of nations.

2. Grote’s Greece.

3. Henry Maine's Ancient Law.

4. Grote's Greece.

5. Morgan's Ancient Society.

6. Frederick Engles;
the family.

7. Eliza Bert Gamble; The God-idea
of the Ancients.

The origin of

Your “American Man.”

You can’t be proud of your “American
man” for his generosity towards women.
In Finland the men understood the posi-
tion of women and sympathized with
them and gave them the right to vote
without asking. What has the Ameri-
can man. done for women? He petted
you, loved you, and made a spoiled child
out of you. Don't talk about your man
as the most generous hearted in the
world until he gives you the equal rights
and treats you as his equal, and not as
a baby.—Kiichi.

The Socialist Woman and “The Sor-
rows of Cupid,” 50 cents; send your -
order early.
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LETTER-BOX

—Here is a little list of six. The S.

W. fills a great need in our movement,
and I put it right next to the Appeal
and the Daily among the papers whose
circulation I'll push from now on. 1
have just organized a local here at
Steamboat Springs with 20 charter
members, two of whom are women.
They are wide-awake, of course.—L. E.
Katterfeld, Walla Walla, Wash.

—I have been reading the S. W. siuce
January. It is the only paper 1 ever
read that stands exclusively for woman’s
rights, and of course 1 _think it is a
grand paper and ought to be read by
every working woman in the United
States, and I am going to do all T can
to make it grow. I enclose four names
this trip.—Mrs. Mabel Ousley, Okla.

—I have picked up the enclosed dozen
subs along my route. [ am having fine
- meetings. Will be in Kansas City, Oct.
15.—Lena Morrow Lewis, Cal.
—Am enclosing money order for ten

subs. I got in K. C.,, Kans., yesterday
afternoon. Had a good time here. Hope

to have good meetings in Pleasanton
and Fort Scott. Will try to organize
the women at these places.—Carrie

Lowe, K. C. Kansas.

—Am sending you four mnew subs.
Please send the paper as soon as you
can as they are very anxious to begin
reading. 1 have missed my paper for
three months. Please send these num-
bers, as I do so like to read the S. W.—
Mrs. Lessie Engels, K. C., Mo.

—Please continue sending me the S.
W., as I am very much pleased with it.
I am sorry to say that my wife is not
vet ready for the change, but my good
friend, let us who have the light do
what we can.—D. E. B, Calif.

—Hope you are happily situated down
there with your old friends. Wish 1
might settle in Girard sometime to
enjoy for awhile the comradeship of
that thoroughly congenial bunch. The
night, of your reception 1 thought of you
all having such a good time, then T had
a good old-fashioned cry, the kind that
washes away all griefs and makes the
whole world yellow with the sunshine
of love in a few hours. Our comnit-
tee is laying the foundation for some
good work, I believe. Much wiil depend
upon whether the women are ready or
not. I believe the time of awakening
is here, and within a year, even, we
will be surprised. Enclosed find 50c¢ for
bundle S. W. for distribution.--Winnie
Branstetter, N. Mex.

—I will renew my subscription for
the S. W. next week, as I like it so
much. Please send me the enclosed list
of books. I hope some day to be a good
Socialist. I think it is a great thing.
Hoping to hear from you soon.-—May
Green, Rochester, N. Y.

—You will find enclosed money order
for eleven subscriptions. This is the
first installment in the sub. campaign
I promised some time ago. I have found
it a good plan to sarry a bundle of the
S. W. to our picnics. We are planning
for several more before the season closes.
Wishing the S. W. ‘success in its
" new home—Lucy M. Cheyney, Cleve-
land, Ohio.

‘and need encouragcement.

—Have found four people who ave
willing to read your interesting paper
the coming year. Socialism iy surely
growing in the West.  We have won a
great victory for free speech in Los
Angeles, and arc bound to win all along
the' line. 1 will send more. subs if |
can get them.—C{wrriz V. Lamb, Los
Angeles, Calif.

—A little boy baby who lately -
rived at our house prevents me doing
much for the Socialist) Woman just
now. However,T always give my paper
out where I think it will do the most
good. We have six children now; the
voungest is named Fugene Vietor. Weall
admire our presidential candidate, so
much, 1 will strive to make good So-
cialists of my children. With best
wishes for the future success of GUR
paper.—Mrs. George Elmegreen, Wis.

—The September number is a good
one. May it increase 'till it is a first-
class, up-to-date illustrated magazine—
fifty or onc hundred pages-—price o
match. T miss the letters. The letter
column is my first reading. Please
don’t drop out the letters from the scat-
tered comrades who are working alone
The letters
help others to start.—Marilda A, Hodges,
Oklahoma.

—I received the September edition of
the Socialist Woman. [ am a new sub-
scriber, and am so well pleased with it
that 1 am enclosing twenty cents for a
bundle of ten. T am also going to try
and get a few subscribers for you in my
locality. 1 only wish that all the wives
of workingmen could be made to take
an interest in such a magazine as The
Socialist Woman. Yours for a change
in the “system.”—Mrs. Joseph Duplain,
New Orleans, la.

--1 congratumte you on the Septein-
ber issue of The Socialisi Woman. It
is the best issue so far. loping that it
may be stili hetter in the futuve.--It.
Levinson, Chiuo,

—Our streel meetings are a wonderful
success. last Monday I addressed all of
three hundred men and fifty women, for
over an hour. Ever so many questions
were asked. The branches all over town
are asking for women speakers, and
they have full houses if a woman is to
speak. The Socialist Woman has been
greatly appreciated, | can assure you—
Corinne S. Brown, Chicago.

-—Enclosed find a list of 8 subs. The
Woman’s Socialist union of San Josc, of
which T am a member, gave a picnic yes-
terday, with visitors from all over the
county. Miss J. R. Cole, who is one of
us, spoke for ns. We are trying to help
the great cause along.—Mrs. F. H. Ben-
ner, Calif.

—I have been getting The Socialist
Woman for over 2 year, and feel it my
duty to help my sex whenever I can. I
am sure any woman who happens to
read this paper, if she has never thought
before, will think after reading it, and
think hard. I am not only glad but per-
fectly delighted to see this little mag-
azine growing, and it has my every good
wish. Find enclosed four subs.—Gwen-
dolin Everts, St. Louis, Mo.

—Rochester local had a picnic recently
and 1 picked up the enclosed seven.
1 wish you all success in your cause.—
Mrs. Wm. Hammen, Rochester, N. Y.
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—Through our Women's union here.
which has been in existence six years,
I have scen our members make rapid
strides in self-confidence, in power to
express themselves, and in executive
ability upon committees. ‘The class of
women who naturally become Socialists
are women without much experience in
society or club work, and are often timid,
have never spoken on their feet in the
presence of others, amd need urging to
do so. Our union, without making any
special effort for membership, is in-
creasing right along in numbers this
last year, which is very encouraging. [
think we will plan some very aggres-
sive work this coming year. We are
talking of opening—if we can work it
out—a Socialist library and reading
room. It largely depends upon secur-
ing a good room at little cost. We will
then furnish it attractively and make
a great effort to secure a fine lot of
books, with papers and magazines. Should
we accomplish this we could fcrm classes
for study, have lectures or talks one ovr
more evenings a week—and in this and
other ways give publicity to our move
ment, do good propaganda work, and
post ourselves on the principles of So-
cialism and the whole industrial devel-
opment, with all of its kindred topies.
I do not suppose there is a more alive
club of Socialist women anywhere than
in Los Angeles. We believe all Social-
ist women should join the local, and 1
have noticed that among the best work-
ers in the local are our club members.—
Mary E. Garbutt, Los Angeles, Calif.

Fashionable New York ladies dre hav-
ing “tennessee” parties. The orizin of
these is peculiar. Down in the tender-
loin where women want to forget, they
buy 10c worth of cocaine for the pwmi-
pose. This they called 10-of-c. It was
lengthened into tennessee, and the rich
give tennessee parties where they smiff
cocaine for their jaded senses. Better
advocate Socialism for these rich wa-
men; they neced to go to work.

CIRCULATION FUND.

Miss Louise Kume, Phila........ § .50
Miss Josephine Christman, N. Y... .50
John Snyder, Kan................ 2.00

Ten Best Books on.Socialism.

Price 50 Cents Each.

Evolution, Social and Organic—by Ar-
thur M. Lewis.

Anarchism and Socialism—by
Plechanoff.

The Positive School of Criminology—by
Enrico Ferri.

What's So and What Isn't—by John M.
Work.

Britain for The
Blatchford.

Socialism, Utopian and
-Frederick Engels.

Karl Marx-—Biographical
Wilhelm Liebknecht.

Collectivism and Industrial Evolution—
by Emile 'Vandervelde.

The Socialists, Who They Are and What

They Stand For—-by John Spargo.

Kvolution of Man—by William

Boelsche.

THE SOCTALIST WOMAN PUB. CO.,

‘GIRARYY 777

George

British—by  Robert
Scientific—by

Memoirs—

The
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l The National Movement.

Chicago, 11L.—The Woman's Socialist
league of Chicago will use the time from
now on till after election in carrying
their schedule of lessons through ecivili-
zation. Topics have been assigned to
the members to be discussed by all at
the next meeting, Thursday, 2:30 p. m.
at 26 Van Buren street, room 312. We
hope to ecomplete this course of lessons
and have them ready for the winter’s
work, when we shall begin at Lesson I,
and do regular, systematic work with
chosen texthooks, supplemented by gen-
eral reading.

We are reaping our harvest from the
seed sown at street meetings. Women
are asking where there is a study class,
as they “want to know.” T would sug-
gest that every woman who can will
take advantage of the two study classes,
one in the afternoon at the address
given above, and the other at the Y. P.
S. T.. hall, 180 Washington street, Wed-
nesday evening.

Then gather as many of her neighbors
as possible and give themn what she has
learned, thus doubling the value of the
lessons to herself, as one learns by
teaching.

We had an interesting visitor at the
last meeting in the presence of  Mrs.
Roe of the Omaha Woman's Socialist
union. She gave us an account of the
work done in their union, in their study
club and Sunday school.

Letters are coming in  from every
state in regard to the National General
Federation of Women's clubs showing
areat interest in the work. .

We were invited by the Trades Union
league to help celebrate Labor Day, and
thete were 18 Socialist women responded!
We were not allowed to carry So-
cialist banners. but Corinne Brown ear-
ried a pennant, “Teachers,” and sat on
the front seat. The rest of us had the
national platform of the Socialist party,
and held them up to the erowd. Those
nearest would exclaim “Socialist Party!”
and a loud hurrali for Debs and Han-
ford would ring out. T wish 1 had kept
tab on the shouts for Bryan and Debs—
it certainlv would equal 16 of the latter
fo 1 of the former. Not a little peep
for Taft. At the luncheon there were
npearly 300 .women. I auietly slipped
around and placed the leaflets of Asgnes
Downing, “A Word to Working Wo-
men.” at each plate, then stood at the
door as they passed out and handed each
an “Appeal to Women,” by Mrs. May-
nard. Going down in the elevator a
little bunch of us sang softly “The Red
Flag.” much to the bewilderment of a
couple of spruce looking business men.
Altogether our league certainly did a
good job for Socialism on Labor Day.—
Annah Finsterbach, Secretary Socialist
Woman's League, Chicago.

South  Sharon. Pa.—Our Woman's
league is planning on sending §I5 to
the Red Special. We have only fifteen
active members, but we are doing fine.
We started with four members in Janu-
ary of this vear, five of these fifteen
have joined the local, and we have good
attendance.—Mrs. R. S. Stephens.

City, Mo.—The Womaun's
e league of Kansas City is

Kansas
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doing good work. They write for copies
of The Socialist Woman, and say, “\We
are planning to place Socialist maga-
vines and books in the reading rooms of
the public library and Y. W. C. A,

Springfield, Mass.—We have organized
a Socialist Woman's Stndy Club, with
eleven members.  Have held four meet-
ings with discussions on.women and So-
cialism in general, and%have become a
little used to conducting the meetings.—
M. L. Pease.

Toronto, Can.—The Ontario provincial
convention of the Socialist party of
Canada which met recently in Toronto,
adopted a resolution instructing the pro-
vincial executive committee to provide
for a series of meetings for Socialist
women speakers and to request the do-
minjon executive to prepare literature
showing woman's position in capitalist
society, the aim being to interest more
women in the work of the party and
have an intelligent working woman's
vote when universal suffrage is finally
secured. Three women delegates, Mrs.
Edith Wrigley, Miss Sourni, and Miss
Mallion, attended the convention.

Seattle, Wash.—At a meeling of the
Washington State Committee on Wo-
man's Work in Tacoma last Sunday
Eleanor M. Herman was made secretary
and Bessie Fiset, organizer. The com-
mittee, under the supervision of the
state executive committee, is at work
on a manifesto to be sent to all the
locals in the state. .This will probably
be sent out during this next month,
The children of the Young People’s So-
cialist League of Seattle last Sunday
voted to give $5.00 to the Red Special
fund. They are getting to act like
bloated bond-holders.—Besxie Fiset.

Do You Ifnow Debs?

The more vou know him, the wmore
you will appreciate the great manhood
that is in him. A complete hiography
by his life-long friend and co-worker in
Socialism--Stephen  Reynolds,  writings
by himself on “How I Became a Social-
ixt.” “The Federal Government and the
Chicago Stiike,” speeches on “Liberty.”
“The Socialist Party and the Working
Class,” and other oratorical gems, as
well as “The Presidential Tssue of 1908."
All these and more. with appreciations
by J. A. Wayland, Eugene Field, James
Whitcomb Riley, Fdwin Markham, Bar-
tholdi and other world-renowned men,
printed in book form, finely illustrated,
bound in silk, or half Moroceo, may be
vours at $2.00 for silk binding; $2.75
for half Morocco. This book will bhe
the prize gem of your library. Send
your orders {oday.

THE SOCIALIST WOMAN,
(IRARD, KANS.

WOMEN THE SOCIALIST HOPE.

According to Eugene V. Debs, the So-
cialist candidate for president, women
are to be the means of bringing sboul
the ultimate success of his party. 2JMr
Debs left Kansas City at 9 o'cloek this
morning in the Red Special for St. Jo-
seph, Mo. When the train pulled out

the candidate was eating breakfast in
the dining car.

“It was a great meeting last night,”
he said, *‘and the women—the women are
so responsive. They made up 40 jmwr
cent of the audience, and they wure
interested, tvo. That’s the element upon
which our success depends.

“Do you know that women have beeon
the backbone of every revolution? Sup-
pose Joan D’Are had been a mon- —-.
Yes, sir, when a woman is stirrea uj,
or riled up, there is something infestious
in her spirit!”

*Are you married, Mr. Debs?” a visitor
asked.

“Twenty-fire years—and 1 know."--
The Kansas City Star.

A Word to Working Womea

This leaflet by Agnes Downing is one of
the very best things for distribution amon
department store girls, factory women, mi
girls and other wage earning women. Fifty
for 10¢: 100 for 20¢, or $1.560 per 1,000. Or-
der today. The Social.st Woman Pub. Co.
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