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THE SOCIALIST WOMAN

WHY THE SOCIALIST WOMAN DE-
MANDS UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE

JOSEPHINE C. KANEKO.

When the the Socialist woman of
this country agitates for votes for wo-
men, she is working for universal
adult suffrage. She cannot, in the na-
ture of things, demand, or accept a lim-
ited suffrage, and if there is a body of
women in the United States that is now
working, or promises in the future to
work, for a limited suffrage, the So-
clalist woman cannot, and she will not,
join forces with such a body.

She knows better than to put her
foot into a trap of that sort. What
she desires above all things is the
emancipation of her own class from
the industrial bondage under which it
is at present laboring. This emancipa-
tion will not come by giving the wo-
men of the dominant class a vote to
add to that of their brothers, that they
may keep themselves dominant and the
propertyless class subordinate. Even a
woimnan can understand that.

But the Socialist woman is becoming
intensely concerned about the right of
working women to vote. She is con-
cerned about this because she has
learned through study and observation
—and perhaps through humiliating per-
sonal experiences—that women never
have been fairly represented in coun-
clls composed wholly of men. She has
learned that our jurisprudence, the
greatest gift of the Roman Empire to
posterity, which though worked out
with consummate skill at its beginning,
and revised from time to time to meet
the exigencies of soclal' changes, has
been always grossly unjust towards
women. So much so in its earlier in-
ception that a great writer has re-
marked that in it women were not re-
garded as persons, but as things. The
marked advances that have been made
in our laws in comparatively recent
years have been gained slowly and te-
@diously through the demands and ef-
forts of women themselves. And many
of these laws are merely nominal, the
great masses of women suffering nu-
merous wrongs and Indignities through
their non-enforcement, or the expense
and difficulty—or disgrace, shame that
it should be so—involved in having
them enforced.

The Socialist woman has mastered this
situation, and she is convinced that wo-
men should have the right to help
make and execute the laws that govern
them. .

She has studied history and science
from the utilitarian point of view.
She has not taken them on merely as an
ornament of culture. She hasn’t much
tin:e for orramental culture. Besides.
she is too serious. And she has found
it to be a scientific and an historic fact
that any race or class in bondage must
gain its freedom through its own ef-
forta, and not through the generosity
of the race. or class, above it. Free-
dom ‘“bestowed” is but the bheginning
of a new bondage of some sort. The
chains have not really been severed.

B rights is not an exception
to &W The Socialist woman has
beas by a very dear advocate of

woman’s emancipation, August Bebel,
that “Women have as little to hope for
from men as the workmen from the
middle classes.” This may sound like
a contradiction to the general Soclalist
principle, since our platform says that
under Socialism women shall have
equal political power with men. But
it is not a contradiction, since we will
never have Socialism without the con-
sent and aid of women. Men can
never gire Socialism to women.

1t is sad almost ot the point of being
tragic, but it is a truth that the organ-
ized workingmen do not always repre-
sent the interests of their working
wives and sisters and daughters in
their councils. The working women
are not encouraged to organize to join
the unions. They are not always given
assistance in the matter of wages and
hours. Their work is a thing apart.
It Is without dignity. 1t is, to sum it
up, “women’s work,” “female” labor.
And female labor isn’t much, even to
the workingman, because it hasn’'t a
vote. For how can a woman, even
though she be a trade unionist, be
sure of her job is she hasn’t a vote to
cast for her boss on election day? So
the working woman drags along, as
many hours as she is required, for as
little pay as she is given. The Socialist
woman feels that she ought to have the
ballot.

Apother point, the Socialist woman
has discovered. and this she holds in
common, perhaps, with all thoughtful
women. That is, the existence of a sex
war. She has studied the relation of
the sexes from the beginning of things.
She has found the point at which vﬁ
man’s oppression began, and has fol-
lowed its development to the present
day, where, with evolving. industrial
methods she is being nm:ade into a new
creature, is developing a sense of per-
sonal rights, and a resistance to the
impulse of ownership which is still
strong in mvan toward her. The So-
cinlist woman has been shown by
scientists and  historlans—Darwin.
Spencer, Morgan. Mills, Buckle, and
Karl Pearson and Lester Ward. of the
present day, not to speak of Bebel and
Engels—-that there are certain antagon-
istic forces between men and women,
which. if not functioned properly. will
remain antagonistic forever. And she
has decided. probably with the aid of
Engels and Bebel, that the proper
functioning of these forces is in full
and perfect co-operation in all the
nffairg of life, and the unhampered ex-
ercise of the instinct of self-preserva-
tion in men and women alike. To set
one above the other, to render one
weaker and another stronger; to give
one mastery over the other, whether
sexually, industrially or politically, is
to create an unevenness and ungtability
in the soctal orgarism that means fric-
tion and inharmony, and sometimes the
breaking down of the organism alto-
gether. .

So the Soclalist woman wants the
franchise. Not for a few women with
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property qualifications. Not at all.
But for all woinen of the proper age,
irrespective of color or creed or pre-
vious condition of servitude.

Socialist . women demand universal
adult sulfrage.

THE SADDEST TRAGEDY OF ALL.

FREDERICK HEATH, EDITOR SOCIAL DEMO-
CRATIC HERALD.

One of the saddest tragedies of life
under the capitalist system concerns
the women. To no small extent the
milkmaid in the song spoke for her
sex when she said “my face is my for-
tune.” Well what does capitalism, the
system of society under which we are
forced to live to-day, do for the come-
liness of womankind? Of all things a
woman is most sensitive of her good
looks, and yet it is just here that cap-
italism strikes her its most cruel blow. -

Passing by the woman of luxury and
indolent ease and the few of the upper
middle class who may employ them-
selves just enough to keep in good
health, what do we find to be the lot of
the average woman who has assumed
the responsibilities of the housewife
and thus escaped the still more luck-
less fate of the spinster? Faded at
twenty-five and a hag at forty, when
she should be just in the prime of her
womanliness! Overworked, nerve-
racked, run down with unrelenting
drudgery, broken in spirit, forlorn—
womankind is indeed capitalism’s sad-
dest tragedy.

In woman’s plight natural laws are
at work. Overtaxing invites nature’'s
penalties, for nature renders no judg-
ments with fixed juries of crooked
judges. The overdriven, ill-kept gro-
cer's horse moves on day by day toward
the boneyard, while the carefullly
groomed, properly exercised carriage
horse challenges our admiration by his
glossy hide and proud, lusty, mettle-
some bearing. With the human species
it is the same, eternally and always.

You can draw your own picture of
how different would be the fate of
woman under the Socialist regime.
Jane Addams has called housework a
“belated industry.” Invention has
saved very few of the housewives steps.
Under the Socialist impulse it would
do many things in that direction. With
the bread earner of the family getting
his socially due share of the products
of his toil the pinch of poverty, the pall
of economic anxiety would be lifted
from the myriads of little homes; joy
would come back with work that was
not overwearisome, the home would be
brighter. sunnier, bhappier and woman
would keep her looks and her robust,
radiant health and her vivacity, and
womanly grandeur, just as nature in-
tended ghe should.

So, of all people, women should be
the most anxious for the abolition of
the capitalist regime and the most im-
patient for the coming of the next
higher phase of civilization—the So-
cialist commonwealth! And if she is
indifferent to-day it is only because she
has not yet been given the opportunity
to properly understand what Socialism
contemplates.

It is said that divorces may be had
in Colorado for thirty cents. After
awhile the form will be reduced to 23
and skidoo.”
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“FROM STATUS

TO CONTRAC

Lyda Parce

In the time when patriarchal power
was giving way to civil authority, each
person had his life pretty much cut
out for him by the circumstances of his

birth. In fact, the range of his activ-
ity was exactly determined by the
status to which he was born. By his
birth he became a part of a family es-
tate. It might be a great or an ob-
scure estate, but such as it was, he
lived within its limits all his days
If he was a male and a legitimate son,
he would one day succeed to the head-
ship of the family, or at least be in
the line of succession. All younger
male members of the family would
then Le in subordination to him, the
slaves and dependents, subject to his
unlimited authority, and all the fe-
males. old and young, the victims or
beneficiaries of his power. All these
persons presented a solid front to the
world. Thev formed a self-contained
and self-sutficient unit. If one mem-
ber of this unit committed a “sin”
agninst another member, justice was
adjudged and executed within the lim-
its of the family jurisdiction. If a
member sinned against a member of
another estate, the penalty was ad-
judged against the family of the of-
fender, not against the individual. In
_cnse one member of the family was at-
‘tacked or injured, it was the duty of
all’ the other members to defend him
) fo slm death. Thus the family supplied
“nédrly all the wants and absorbed
‘ngarly all the allegiance of the indi-
‘vidudal. His relationships and his du-
ties were inexorably determined by the
accident of his birth. The family was
then in truth the unit of society. And
it Lecame the foundation of the state,
not by embodying it intact, in the fab-
ric of the latter, but by disintegrating
it. and using the materials of which
it wias formed in the new structure.

All progress has been away from that
condition in which everything is deter-
mined by status, toward a condition in
which relations are determined volun-
tarily by the individual, or, toward
contractual relations.

As people gathered in cities, as
speclalized industry and commerce ad-
vanced, the functions of life fell more
and more outside the jurisdiction of the
family, and new relations sprung up
which involved the immediate contact
of individuals: and the development of
law consisted in the forming of rules
to regulate thls individual intercourse.

Thus the individual came to be in-
creasingly related to the state, and he
steadily. gailned more power .to enter
into relations in which the family had
no control. In time man came to be re-
garded as a unit in himself. The state
took over, in an imperfect manner, the
functions of protection and redress,
and in return fmposed certain duties
upon the individual. 1In short, the in-
dividual, not the family, came to be
the unit of society and the foundation
of the state. All males are now held
to be free, when arriving at a given
age, and are clothed with full contract-
ual powers. They become citizens,
without restrictions, save those arising
from some defect, Thus they have le-

Robinson.

gally made the complete progress from
status to contract. And this progress
toward contractual freedom is held to
be the measure of clvilization in which
any people is living.

sut when we examine the condition
of the female, some perplexing anom-
ilies present themselves. It is neces-
sary to go back to primitive times in
order to understand the derivation of
all this “queerness.” Man and woman
alike were horn in slavery to the fam-
ily, but man. unless he was the son of
a slave, had a prospect of frecdom.
is father could voluntarily free him,
or the deatlhi of his father set him at
liberty, and finally, the law set him
free at a given age. But In the case of
the remnlc an instltution known as the
Perpetual Tutelage of Woman was de-
vised, to keep her from ever becoming
free. 'The law absolutely provided that
no woman should cver be emancipated.
She was made a chattel to the family
until such time as she was bestowed
in marringe, when she became a chat-
tel to her husband, during his life. If
she survived him, she passed with the
other property to her sons, or to 2
guardian appointed by iaw.

Later Roman jurisprudence modified
the application of this law to a very
great degree. But when Rome fell the
task of reforming institutions was as-
someid, in a large measure by the holy
church. And the ecanon law reverted
to the practices of early rather than
later Roman Taw,
taining to woman. Woman was re-
manded by the church to her earlier
state of perpetual tutelage. The canon
law was adopted by the common people
to n remarkable degree in all matters
related to women, and so the primitive
restrictions upon the female sex are
embodied in the present jurisprudence
of England and America to a degree
that is absolutely amazing, when we
compare the state of this department
of law with the universal and complete
changes that have been made in other
departments. So that, after man had
effected a complete change of base,
from status to contract, woman was
still held under the limitations of the
primitive status. But while she was
thus neld, and contractual relations
and privileges were withheld from her.
she was still made liable to the state
for obedience to the same laws that
contreol the male in his enlarged and
liberated and socialized state. This
perpetual tutelage nowadays is, some-
whiat humorously, callted “protection.”
The reasons for this protection are
plain. 1t secures to the family- or the
husband all the product of the woman’s
toil, while she receives in return only
enough of the necessities of life to keep
her alive and workinz. In the past.
when all, or nearly all, domestic needs
were supplied by domestic manufac-
ture, this was a matter of tremendous
ifmportance. And in the case of the
married woman, her sex service is se-
cured at all times. These have been
very neat arrangements. through the
centuries, and ideas of homesty and de-
cency are still too primitive to mete
out to them the scorn and the contempt
and the obliteration which they de-

in all matters per-.

mand. The future will doubtless sup-
ply this deficiency.

1n recent years various timid statutes
have been enacted to free woman just
a little bit, while still keeping her in
tutelage. But a married woman is
still absolutely the sexual property of
her husband. In only nine states is
she legally a guardian of her own
children. They belong neither to her,
nor to the state, but to her husband or
any person to whom he may give them.
In some states a woman owns her
clothing, in others she does not. It is
the same in regard to her wages. In
fact, a woman becomes so degmaded
legally in marriage that it is a wonder
that any woman who has an intelligent
understanding of these things, and is
able to earn her living by social pro-
ductlon, ever marries at all. A married
woman who is traveling must have a
very nimble wit, and much knowledge,
in order to keep track of her rapid
changes in status, as she passes from
one state to another, in journeying
across the continent. She is not only
living in a different stage of progress
fromn the men of the soclety to which
she belongs, but her stage of progress
from status to contract is different in
each of the states through which she
passes.

And even if a woman bas not com-
mitted the indiscretion that marriage
is under these circumstances, she is
still forcibly prevented from helping to
frame the rules of the game in which
she must work and play. This is so
unsportsmanlike that every man should
blush for it. And all these centuries
man has been solemnly posing for the
picture of justice and logic and fair
play. It is impossible longer to take
bis posing seriously. It is to laugh.
Also it is time for women to apply all
their economic and all their soclal
power to the wiping out of these ab-
surd and injurious limitations upon
their liberty.

ODE TO THE RED FLAG.

Air: “America.”
MARY F. MERRILL.
We fling thee to the breeze,
O'er land and o'er seas,
Red flag unfurled!
Beneath thy folds so brave,
No man shall be a slave—
In Freedom proudly wave
O’er all the world!

You teach no creed or clan,

Rut brotherhood of man
And power of right!

Beneath thy folds of red—

Is heard no martial tread—

No worker’s blood is shed
By tyrant’s might!

0! workingmen unite

Beneath your banner bright
Lose every chain!

0! Red Flag, ride the wind

In Lrotherhood to bind—

Proclaim to all mankfd
The world we’ll gain!

SEX MATING

New and strong discusslon of the great
world-problem. Not a line to offend, but
in every sentence a thought of profound
importance. Should be in the hands of
every adult. By mall, 25 cents. Address
THE RAVEN PRESS, FINDLAY, OHIO.
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THREE QUESTIONS AND THEIR ANSWERS.

Corinne S. Brown.

Recent action taken by the New -

York City Board of Bducation appeals
favorably to all who are Interested in
the progress of women's interests, Mrs.

Lydia K. Commander, an Intellectual
and literary woman of that city, has
been appointed lecturer for the public
schools on “The Progress of Women.”
She has issued a circular letter asking
for answers to three questions relating
to the subject in hand.

These questions are significant and
suggestive to all who will give them
time and thought; the answers will
vary with the economic knowledge of
whoever attempts to reply.

The first question is: *What event in
modern times has done most to hasten
the progress of women?” TUnquestion-
ably the *“event” is the application of
motor power, steam, water, and elec-
tricity to machinery in production.
This event, which a prominent woman
of Chicago has called the second com-
ing of Christ, has effected a revolution
in human thought, action and rela-
tions, the importance of 'which is but
just beginning to be appreciated.

Volumes lrave been written about its
effect on the conditions of labor and
the social life of men. Its effect on
the status of women is now coming to
the front. Like most valuable factors
in the world’s progress, women’'s work
has been ignored or undervalued. In
1791 Mr. Hamilton, in a report to Con-
gress, mentions the great volume of
household manufacture being carried
on, not only for distribution at home,
but also for export. *“Great quantities
of coarse cloths, coatings, serges and
tlannels, linsey woolseys, hosiery of cot-
ton and wool, thread, fustians; jeans
and musling, checked and striped cot-
ton and linen goods, bedticks, cover-
lets and counterpanes, tow linens,
sheetings, shirtings, towelings and ta-
ble linens.”

These were made in the home where
the loom and spinning wheel were a
necessary part of the house furniture.
When machinery took all this out of
the home women followed out of home
into the world; into the factory to be-
come a part of the world’s productiv-
ity; into the schools and colleges to
become better fitted for life’'s work;
into the offices and the professions she
poured from east, west, north and
even south. The civil war aided her
migration into the new life. She filled

the vacant places left by the men who

had Joined the army. Her work for
Jthe first time received a money value,
and she began to learn what she and
her time were worth to the community
at large.

Next she must learn that she does
not yet receive the full value for what
she does, and why. First, the man of
the household, her father, brother, or
husband, set the price of her work be-
cause they owned the tools; now the
employer sets theprice because he owns
the machinery; and if she wants to
receive the full value of her work she,
with the rest of the workers, must
own the machinery and tools.

The second question is not of so
much importance, although of interest:
“What do you- consider the three or
four most important achievements of
women in the past twenty-five years?”

The answer to this largely depends
on the various experiences of those
who reply; sometimes the value of an
achievement can be measured by the
strength of the opposition it arouses.
When the faculties of the colleges and
universities throughout the country
agree that co-education is a failure
and advise segregation in education as
necessary, those who understand eco-
nomic determinism know women have
been so successfylly fitting themselves
for the higher educational positions
that the word has gone forth that the
competition of woman must be elim-
inated. A success which arouses such
opposition may be classed as an
achievement. Woman’s success in or-
ganization may be classed as an
achievement. The W. C. T. U., which
has an international existence, the Wo-
man’s Club movement, the fraternal
orders and the growing trade union
bodies among working women are evi-
dences of this ability. And when their
disabilities have made them class con-
scious and sex conscious this power of
organization will prove an achievement
Indeed.

Woman’s success along commercial
lines may well come under this head.
Not in deals with stocks and bonds,
margins and shares, and all that mys-
terious maze of terms that bewilder
and confuse the unitiated, but in what
is called straight, legitimate business.
As managers of hotels, dramatic com-
panies, department stores, institutions,
as editors of periodicals, as buyers, as
salesmen. Man has been at these
posts ever since capitalism started;
now woman is chasing him off the
earth as bookkeeper, cashier, clerk.
stenographer, and she has but begun.

Third, her growing prominence in the
professions. In teaching she is so in
the majority that G. Stanley Hall cries
out against the over-femininization of
the schools. A danger to be welcomed
when we consider the low tone of most
boards of education that are mainly
made up of men. In medicine it Is al-
lowed that more women in proportion
to those who qualify, succeed in earn-
{ng a living by their profession than
men. In considering her achievements,
the fact must never be forgotten that
it is but sixty years since the door was
opened by which women could enter
the world as an independent human
being, and’that as she has advanced
she has had to prove her ability at
every step and conquer the prejudices
against her.

To the thind question there is but
one answer: “What is the greatest
present obstacle to woman’s progress?”
HER DEPRIVATION OF POLITICAL
EXPRESSION-—the ballot, is the one
thing she needs to give her the posi-
tion of a full grown human being. At
present she is only accorded treatment
belonging to that position when she
commits a crime; she may be fined,
committed or hanged the same as a
man. So long as she works and suffers
in silence she is treated like a child,
a slave, or a foreigner.

In conclusion the Socialist Woman
urges all clubs and societies to discuss
these three questions. The final nor
completes ;. word has been said, and
great go« 1 comes of discussing funda-
mentals. CORINNE 8. BROWN.

GENERAL BOOKBINDING CO.
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SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT WORLD-
WIDE.

Ada May Krecker in Chicago Tribune.

Although the average newspaper
reader is more or less familiar with
the spirited campaigns of the “suffra-
gettes” in Great Britain, and with the
speedy triumphs of the women of Fin-
land, he has perhaps little idea of the
almost universal movement on the part
of womankind “for a voice, a vote and
a share in the government.”

It has been insisted that the experi-
ment in woman’s suffrage in Finland
derives specinl importance from the
fact that it is likely to be taken as
a precedent by Russian reformers,
among whom the political equality of
the sexes has many advocates. And
if woman suffrage were adopted in
Russia the movement in favor of such
concession would acquire vast momen-
tum in Central and Western Europe,
especially in Italy and France.

The Russian women have themselves
espoused the cause of suffrage.

In Norway the women have achleved
the parliamentary franchise under an
income qualification ; in London the mu-
nicipal franchise has been granted; in
Great Britain the general opinion is
that the demands of the “suffragettes”
will be granted within a few years. In
Japan the cause has been embraced by
women of the educated classes. In In-
dia it has advocates among cultured
Parsee women. '

Even in Persia the educated women
are asking a vote for members of the
recently established representative as-
sembly. Jn the United States the con-
ditions to overcome are harder and
more complicated than in any other
country.

“Ours Is the only country where
women have been left to fight this bat-
tle alone, with no moral, financial or
political support.”

EVOLUTION: SOCIAL AND
ORGANIC.
By Arthur M. Lewis.

Have you heard Lewls’ famous
Garrick lectures? Ten of. these
lectures makes this splendid lit-
tle volume. Big subjects, but
finely and well cooked for the
proletarian diet. If you want to
know something new and sound,
if you want to convince your
“learned” neighbors of the truths
of Socialism, you’d better keep
one in your home library. 50c
postpaid.

The Socialist Woman P’ub. Co.,
Chicago.
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THE WOMAN WORKER

Edited by Mary R. Macarthur

A monthly record of the Women’'s
Trade Unmion and Labor movement in
Great Britain. Articles by leading trade
unionists and soelal reformers, including
Keir Hardle, M. P.; Robert Blatchford;
Pete Curram, M. P.; Geo. N. Barnes;
Chlozsa Money, M. P.; Margaret G.
Bondfleld. Invaluable to American trade
unjonists amd Soclalists.. Yearly sub-
scription, ?oat free, 50 cents. Ad ess
Manager “THE WOMAN WORKER,
Club {Ion!on Bldg., Cterkenwell Rd., Lon-
don, B. C., England. IR .
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‘When the price of white paper goes
up, some other things must ascend with
it—or fall out of the race and die. A
number of magazines are in just that
plight today. The Public, a single-tax
magazine, is debating as to whether it
shall double its subscription price or
stop work altogether. Even the Cos-
mopolitan, with its immense quantity
of advertising, and with Hearst's cap-
ital backing it, finds it expedient to
raise its price from 10c to 15¢ a copy.

The Socialist Woman, without capi-
tal, without a bank account from ad-
vertisers, finds it essential also to raise
its subscription price from 35 cents to
50 cents a year. It is a very small
raise, to be sure, and will bardly be
noticed by you, but will mean the diff-
erence between possible faillure and
sure success for the paper.

It was our hope at the beginning to
keep the price down. But *“scab”
*prices to readers will not pay for un-
fon prices to printers, and in order to
pay the printers we must have an in-
come to meet their demands. Too many
Socialist papers die a-borning because
they endeavor to cut on the subecrip-
tion prices while paying out on the
other hand full union rates. Capital-
ist papers can give these cut rates be-
cause they are in reality supported by
capitalist advertisers.

To even things up for our workers,

we will lower the bundle orders to
one cent a copy, and leave the club
rate as it is. 'I'bat is, the paper in
clubs of four or more, for one year,
25 cents. These bundle orders at one
cent each will give the workers and
the women’s clubs a better chance at
the paper. They will find it easy to
circulate thousands each month at this
rate.

If you think The Socialist Woman
looks small in size, count the words in
it. You will find it contains 16,500
words, which is way beyond any 50
cent magazine, and several thousand
more than a number of dollar publica-
tlons we know about. The paper is
thin, that is why the magazine looks
o small. Economic determination is

<ponsible for this. One day when our

THE SOCIALIST WOMAN

subscription list bas reached 100,000,
we will show you just how big The
Soclalist Woman really is. If you once
saw the matter in its spread out in
ten-point type on good heavy paper,
you would hardly believe. it possible to
condense it as we are doing at present.

But if you are a good Socialist you
understand that the main thing is to
spread the truth as fast as we can,
and by every possible means. A com-
rade who has been on the road speak-
ing and organizing for several months
writes: “The Socialist idea is grow-
ing at an astonishng rate. But I am
afraid conditions are‘forcing the issue
faster than the people can get ready
for it. We are badly in need of or-
ganization, of speakers and literature
everywhere.”

The message, and some one to deliver
it. That is the crying need in the
Socialist movement today. We are get-
ting the message printed, 16,500 words
long, and cut up in short, readable ar-
ticles at 1 cent per message. Every
reader of tbis paper ought to be will-
ing to devote at least 25 cents a week
to the spreading of this message. That
is $1 for a hundred coples each month.
Will you do it? WIill you carry the
message of Socialism to women? They
need it—more than any other class of

people.

There have been fears expressed now
and then that the hard times would
interfere with the ocirculation of Social-
ist papers. We are not so sure of
that. It is hard times that makes So-
cialists, and if, as Mr. Dooley says,
“Our peeryods iv hard times are
broken now and thin be more hard
times,” we rather think the ‘“more
hard times” would make more Social-
ists, and therefore more workers for
the party, and a larger circulation of
Socialist literature. Hard times and
“prosperous” times look about alike to
most of us. In fact, they look so much
alike that we finally decide in despera-
tion to pass up the whole present sys-
tem and work tooth and nail for a
regime that will bring real prosperity
to the man and woman who are the
real creators of the wealth of the land.
To do this we need literature and a
lot of it. and we are not going to let
our Socialist papers die out, lest our
cause die with them. No, we do not
believe the present hard times will
materially burt our Socialist papers.
What they will do to some capitalist
papers, we are not prepared to say.

Don’t fail to read the report of the
British Women's Soclialist Bureau.
You will find it not only interesting,
but it will give you that sisterhood
feeling toward our English cousins
which we, as Soclalists, ought to cul-
tivate. Ours is an international move-
ment, aud the welfare of one is the
welfare of all. Their victory is our
inspiration, and our victory is but the
promise of what the future holds for
them. All the countries are watching
each other to see which will declare
for Socialism first. e are not an iso-
lated people, working for a national
right. We are members of an interna-
tional movement, and for that reason
watch with brotherly interest every
move made by our comrades across the
seas. Any ‘intelligent news ‘Trom our

British sisters is very welcome to us.
But let us not let them outdo us in
the matter of progress. We must gird
on our armor and fight right along
with them, grow as they grow, and win
out with them, at the same time calling
on the women of all countries to do
likewise. It is a revolutionary process.
After it is over with, things will be
quite different from what they are
now. Vive la Revolution!

A WOMAN.

KIICHI KANEKO.

A woman who sells herself at whole-
sale

Is called a wife.

A woman who sells her body at retail

Is called a prostitute.

A woman who covers herself in fine
silk

And gives others orders to work

Is called a mistress.

A woman who puts on her apron

And works for somebody else’s pleas-
ure is called a servant.

A woman who studies at a college

And mutters a foreign language or two

Is called an educated woman.

A woman who has her own personality

And acts like “somebody”

Is called an unwomanly woman — a
freak.
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THE SOCIALIST WOMAN

“AS A MAN THINKETH.”

Kate Richards O’Hare.

In the dull grey of a September twi-
light I stood on the porch of a pioneer’s
rude log cabin and watched the playful
scuffiing of two boys returning home
from work In the flelds. All day long
they had cut and shocked corn, but
with youth, health and the glories of
a perfect September day, such hard
work was joyful and at night they
played along the homeward road with
all the joyful abandon of boyhood.

The father, with the joy of youth
crushed out by the long years of un-
ending toil, had plodded home in ad-
vance of his boys and sat, with tired
limbs and drooping shoulders, on the
little porch, awaiting the welcome call
to supper.

From within the cabin came the clat-
ter of dishes, and the quick, impatient
step of a woman tired and nervous
from a long day’s work over the brofil-
ing stove in a hot, stuffy kitchen. Soon
the clattering of dishes ceased, the
quick steps were still, and I saw the
farmer’s wife standing beside me. Tall
and spare, but with the remanants of
girlish beauty, grace and refinement
still clinging to the toil-worn form and
hardened face, she was one of the most
pitiable objects of life; a noble woman,
warped, hardened and crushed by un-
ending, coarse, unpaid toil. Catching
her breath sharply as she came out of
the kitchen into the beautiful autumn
twilight, she glanced at her husband
who had dropped down unwashed for
a few moments before the evening
meal, and then up the road to where
the boys still played leapfrog in the
dust. Inside the supper waited; out
In the lot the cows lowed to be milked,
the pigs grunted and complained be-
cause their corn had not arrived, and
the calves bleated for their feed; be-
sldes the chickens were to be shut up
for the night and the milk and dishes
to be attended to before the tired moth-
er might sleep. Angry at the delay,
she scolded her husband for not being
ready for supper, called harshly to the
boys, and entered the cabin again. In
a few minutes the supper was laid; the
father was ready, but the boys, un-
mindful of anything but the sweetness
of youth and the joy of life, still play-
ed in the dusty road. Noticing their
absence the mother went to the door,
and when she heard their gleeful voices
intent In play, the toil-racked nerves
and heat-tried temper gave way, and
going out she drove:them home, not
lashing thelr bodies with a goad, but
stinging their tender souls with her

bitter words. Driving them before her, .

no longer sportive and joyful in their
play, but crestfallen and cringing un-
der the rain of invective, she cried:
“Oh, you little wretches! You have
been nothing but suffering and care
and misery to me all your lives. I
wish you were dead, that you had nev-
er been born, for then I would have
;e;ca‘ped that much of the misery of

e'll

Ten days later I saw the family
again, but this time I sat in the rough
hewn pew of a tiny log church. About
me woie the £eces of three-score men,
womem @nd oltldren, toil-scarred and
awed is#o breathless silence. The lit-

tle bell tolled a harsh, uneven strain,
a lumber wagon rumbled up to the
door, there was a scuffling of heavy
feet, and four young men stumbled up
the aisle bearing between them a tiny,
home-made coffin. Behind it walked
the farmer, his face drawn with a
dumb look of agony, the little son
frightened and pale, and the mother
dressed in the cheap, rusty mourning
with which the poor must show the
world their sorrow.

I will not try to give you a picture
of that funeral.

If you have ever seen a rural com-
munity gather to give back to mother
earth one of her children, you know the
scene. If you have not, then no words
of mine could paint it for you In its
dumb, barren sorrow.

'As I stood beside the little coffin and
looked down at the still face, my
thoughts went back to the day I heard
the mother say: “I wish you were
dead,” and I wondered if in the last
moments he had remembered, too. If
that memory had placed upon his face
the look that will be a haunting mem-
ory to the mother all her life; the look,
not of physleal suffering, but ot a heart
crushed, a spirit broken. As I watched
the bitter tears fall on his unrespon-
slve face and heard the wall: “My
boy! Oh, my baby boy!” the thought
would come to me. To what extent
were the bitter words, the uttered wish
that he were dead, responsible for the
fact that he lay there?

I do not know, I cannot tell. But
1 do know that In’ the delirlum of fever
he moaned over and over again: “Am
1 going to die, mother? Do you want
me to die? If I die you won't need to
work so hard, will you?’ The fever
may have come regardless of the
mother's words, but the fever-racked
brain would not have been tortured by
the cruel memory of that bitter cry:
“I wish you were dead—that you had
never been born.”

I may be wrong; it may only be a
fancy, but I have always felt that if
there had been only the memorles of
love and sweetness, the mental picture
of the joy of living photographed on
that little brain, that no horrible phan-
tasles would have been called into be-
ing by the fever’s scorching breath, and
youth and health and strength would
have conquered, and the little life
would have been spared. That may be
only a fancy, but this is a self-evi-
dent truth; the mother’s sorrow and
anguish would have been lessened a
thousand-fold if she could have recall-
ed her bitter words.

“Curses, like chickens, come home to
roost,” Is a saying which crones are
wont to quote with much shaking of
heads, and strange to say, latter day
science is proving the old adage true.
Within the last fifteen years a mighty
change has taken place; man in the
evolutionary development has con-
quered the physical expression of both
man and nature, and in seeking new
worlds by conquest has reached out
into the realms of mind. He has turn-
ed the searchlight of sclence on the sub-
tle working of the brain, has dissected
the sou: and placed it under the mi-

7

croscope. Long centuries ago Christ
said: “As a man thinketh in his heart
8o i8 he,” but through all the years that
have passed since then, that pregnant
sentence has lain cold and dead, with-
out meaning to the minds of man. To-
day the sunlight of science has touched
it with revivifying power, and it stands
forth revealed as one of the great
truths of the universe. :

It is not long since the physical of
man was all that received the slightest
consideration. The mind forces, if rec-
ognized at all, were considered only
a8 the motive power to keep the phy-
sical wheels revolving, but as having
no inherent, creative faculty. We are
only now beginning to realize that the
physical cannot be separated from the
mental ; that the physical is only a re-
flex of the mental, a visible expression
of mind or thought forces. The possi-
bility of these forces in the uplifting
and emancipation of the race, econom-
ically, physically and mentallly, are
boundless.

‘Mind, soul and spirit have been tak-
en from the realms of fiction and super-
stition and placed upon a firm footing
with the sclences.
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THE SOCIALIST WOMAN

THE HORRIBLE CRIME OF CHILD LABOR IN
o AMERICA.

—d

Josephine Conger-Kaneko.

“‘How long,’ they say, ‘how long, Oh,
cruei nation

Will you stand, to move the world on

- a child’'s heart;
Stifle down with a mailed heel its pal-
pitation,

Angd tread onward to your throne

amid the mart? "

A little over one hundred years ago
the first act was passed by the British
Parliament to abate the evils of child
labor.

The workhouses of London at that
time were crowded with pauper chil-
dren to the extent that their managers
were paying a premium to the manu-
facturers to take them off their hands.
These puny, helf-starved children
whom nobody owned, orphans, de-
serted infants, who had become a bur-
den on the tax payers, were sent by
the hundreds and thousands to supply
the demand for cheap labor which was
springing up in factories on every hand.
They were housed in barracks, were
driven long hours at hard tasks by
thelr overseers, were fed the coarsest
of food, and died by scores from dis-
ease--bone rot, curvature of the spine.
consumption, and other infections pro-
duced by their manner ‘of living.

It was this state of things that
brought about the first law regulating
in any way the labqr of the -child.
This law was passed in 1802. = And it
was but the 1nerest beginning. The
evlls of -child -labor’ were so many, so
varied and so persistent, that to this
day there is no adequate child labor
law in the whole world. In 1833 it
was estimated that in England there
were 56,000 children between nine and
thirteen in factories, many of whom
worked sixteen hours a day. The Eng-
lish Woman’s Journal of 1859 gives
the following account of pauper chil-
dren in London: ‘“The boys and girls
from the Metropolitan Workhouse are
sent to a large ‘farm’ school a few miles
from town. Many hundreds of chil-
dren are there, from various unions.
They are placed out at so much a
head, fed by contract and taught by
contract. the ‘so much’ being so little
that the contracting partles do not hold
themselves bound to attend to their
welfare, -as they would that of ani-
mals placed on like conditiong under
thelr care. Either from low living or
‘bad ventilation, diseases of mady kinds
are prevalent among them. ']_‘l)e girls
‘At twelve years old are sent back to
the ‘houses,’ perhaps the only home they
‘ever knew. The ‘house’ cannot keep
them ; the rates must be kept down;
‘the vestrymen must not become unpop-
lar by expénsive arrangements. The
children must go somewhere. They
have learned a little reading, very lit-
tle writing, perhaps part of thé multi-
pllcation table, a few questions from
the Bible, and probably the catechism.
They have gained no experience of the
work that will be expected from them,
still less have they been pnactlced in
the self-control that might enable them
to bear unreasonable demands on their
helplessness and ignorance. They are
‘placed out’ as servants, with small
trades people, laundresses and others of

the same class; the drudgery required
of them is far beyond their strength
and ability. They, that is a very large
proportion of them, run away, but they
must live, and how do they live? Go
into the low streets, alleys and gin
shops, in an evening, and you will find
them, destroying and destroyed. Go,
a few months later into the Magdalen
ward of the workhouse, their first
bome, and there you find these almost
children. Some, and those the hap-
piest of all, bave gone where more
mercy will -be shown their youth and
friendlessness; others, wasted by dis-
ease, await their release; and some,
whose lot is worst of all, alternate be-
tween suffering and vice, the sick ward
and the street.”

Such was the condition of affairs
under the early child labor laws of
England. In the United States and
in the twentleth century we do not, of
course, expect to find so neglectful a
aisposition toward our young, and we
have, as proof of our higher altruism,
numerous and intricate laws for the
protection of children against the greed
of unscrupulous employers. Upon
these laws we pin our faith, and when
the question of child labor comes up,
we point to these objects of our endeav-
or, and even add that we are willing
to have more laws passed until the chil-
dren of the working class are hedged
about with every possible protection
against the octupus of greed.

Many of us do not see that there is
a leakage in the laws. That our good
intentions miscarry to a criminal ex-
tent and that we might even compare
our conditiong with those of earlier
English days, without a very serious
detriment to the latter. A member of
the National Child Labor Committee
says in this connection that “The lack
of adequate statistical inquiries makes
it impossible to express in figures the
extent of the evil of child lmbor. But
wherever Investigation is undertaken,
wherever the surface is even scratched,
we are shocked to find to what an ex-
tent the disease is eating away under-
neath, even in those states in which
tegislation on the subject 1is almost
idcal. The laws are admirable, but the
cnforcement is defective.”

In 1903 there were 20,000 children
under twelve years of age in the cot-
ton mills of the South. These 206,000
children represent the purest of Ameri-
oan blood. They are not the offspring
of negroes, nor of foreigners whose one
desire is to get a foothold in this new
land, no matter what the immediate
cost. 'The illiteracy of the Southern
white is largely due to this feeding of
the child into the mill, while it is still
in its years of infancy. Fourteen
years is a very early age at which to
stop all educational processes and be-
gin life as @ wage earner. Yet there
are (0,000 mlll operatives under four-
teen years of age in the South. And
with the development of the cotton in-
dustry the evil will not diminish but
will grow. Rhode Island, with a
twelve-year labor limit up to 1907, left
even this limit unenforced, and has
become the most illiterate of the North-

ern states. Indeed, New England with
its millions of spindles does not hold
itself above the infringement of the
child labor laws, nor can it, under the
present industrial system. This fact
is so recognized that the spinning
frame is built for a child of from
twelve to fourteen years of age; it is
hard for an adult worker to do that
particular work through having to stoop
to the task. It is said that spinning -
frames made for East Indian tmade
show a marked difference in the mat-
ter of height. the Past Indian having
not as yet developed to the point of ex-
ploiting child labor.

Other industries of the Bast and
North are as sadly destructive to the
welfare of the child as are the cot-
ton mills of the East and South. One
line of child labor which has received
less atention than have many of the
others, is especially pernicious in its
destruction of the youths engaged in
it. This may be called the street
trades, with the news boy in the lead.
The very freedom and openness of the
newsboy's life seems to hold him im-
mune from the investigations and re-
strictions even of an inadequate law.
Many of us have seen boys of seven,
ten and fourteen sleeping in hallways.
and on the open grating of a sidewalk,
on frosty nights. We have pitied such
a boy, but our pity has been offset by
a recognition of his hardihood, of his
remarkable endurance. It seldom oc-
curs to us that he may be suffering
from disease; that his mind and soul
may Dbe black with the filth of the
street; that he is human and imbibes
that which is most prevalent in his
environment. The newsboy, as well as

.the messenger boy, on account of his

awvailability, frequently is found in the
“red light” district, and as a messenger
boy for men and women of dissolute
character, learns the worst side of a
city’s life. Mr, Sloan, the superinten-
dent of the John Worthy School of Chi-
oago, authorizes the statement that,
“One-third of the newsboys who come
to the John Worthy School have ve-
nereal disease, and that 10 per cent
of the remaining newsboys at present
in the bridewell, are, according to the
physician’s diagnosis, suffering from
similar diseases.” I have seen little
girls not over eleven years of age
standing on the stret corners of Chi-
cago in cold winter weather, crying
their papers with a volce so hoarse as
to suggest a lung affection. Small
boys of eight and even younger, hop on
and off the moving street cars with
their papers, all over the city.

With the flerce competition between

‘the newsdealers of today, the few pen-

nles the small newsboy can pick up
cannot in any degree compensate him
for the evils he encounters, and the
manner of life he imbibes from his
street trade, Too many of his kind
fall beyond recovery, and their blight
does not stay with themselves, but be-
comes merely a link in a chain of evils
which projects itself for an indefinite
length Into the future, contaminating
that part of the soclal organism with
which it comes in contact,

According to the Twelfth Census Re-
port, children from ten to fifteen years
engaged in large numbers in gainful
pursuits are as follows: Agricultural
laborers, 1,064.700; domestic and per-
sonal service, 280,143; servants and
waiters, 138,284; trade and transpor-



tation, 122,507; messenger and errand
boys, 42,046 ; woodworkers, 11,000 ; min-
ers and quarrymen, 24,217; tobacco
and cigar factory operatives, 11,462,

Altogether, something like two mil-
kion children are working -for wages in
this country. And each decade sees an
immense increase in their numbers, in
spite of legislation to the contrary.
Furthermore, there can be no hope for
American childhood of the working
class so long as we insist upon a purely
wmaterial prosperity, so long as indus-
try is carried on for profits, so long,
in fact, as we persist in placing prop-
erty rights above human rights. So
long as we build our social order upon
these ideals, we are merely scratching
the surface of things when we legislate
against child labor, which is but one
of the fruits of the present system.

FROM THE AUTHOR OF “THE
BITTER CRY OF THE CHIL-
DREN.”

My Dear Comrade Kaneko—I have
wanted to write you for such a long
time past to say how much prosperity
I wish you and how profoundly I sym-
pathize with what you are doing to
reach the women. Now, at half-past
eleven at night, having just lald aside
my work, I take the few minutes before
“turning in” to gratify my desire. 1
really am ashamed not to have written
the article you asked me for, but really
I have been overwhelmed with work.
You must pardon me, therefore, and
accept a promise for the present. 1
reallly will send you an article as soon
as I can. T have your clalms ever in
mind. As you know, I have been of
the opinion that special attention
ought to be given to propaganda among
women for a long time past. I remem-
ber with pleasure our correspondence
when you were on “The Appeal.” Along
the same lines I have sent Kerr an ar-
ticle for the International Review on
the need of agitation among women,
and a fuller recognition of women in
the party life. I think you will agree
with most of it.” I enclose a dollar for
four subscription cards. I hope things
are going well with you and that you
keep as enthusiastic as ever. The out-
look for Socialism is better than ever
it was, and I am looKing forward to
a big vote. It is my personal opinion
that we ought to have a natfonal wom-
an's committee in connection with the
party to carry on work among women.
Keep plugging, good comrade, and nev-
er give up. Cordiallly, John Spargo,
Yonkers, N. Y.
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Fred Warren, Arthur Morrow Lewls, Bu-
gene Debs, J. A. Wayland, A. M. Simons,
and a score of others,
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THE SOCIALIST WOMAN

THE DEMAND FOR A DECENT LIFE.

Grace Moore.

To the superficial mind, the growing
agitation for a more equitable distri-
bution of the material necessities of
life seems but an effort to promote so-

cial solidarity by the application of
merely surface remedies. We are told
that equality of opportunity and ma-
terial prosperity will not really modi-
fy the present irregularities—that the
cause lies deeper than this; that “man
is first of all a spiritual being and must
first be appealed to on the spiritual
side.”

A fine argument, this. It cannot be
disputed that the inner spiritual man
Is the real man who must work out
his own salvation—we know that life is
a process of growth from center to cir-
cumference. We have learned that pov-
erty, disease and death are results of
inferior deficiencles and inharmonies.

It is, however, a one-sided applica-
tion of the principle of growth from
within outward, to assume that exteri-
or conditions promotive of ease, com-
fort and contentment are all right for
the dealer in stocks and bonds, but all
wrong for the man with the hoe. There
are not two spiritual laws—there is
only one. There are not two orders of
human beings—there is only one order.
If it is good for one man to have fresh
white bread with butter on it, Is is
good for the man across the way also,
whether the man across the way real-
izes and demands it or not. We do not
wait for a sick man or woman to tell
us what they require as aids to the
recovery of health and happiness. It
it Is a Turkish bath or a hot water
bottle that they need, we provide them
if possible. :

Now a Turkish bath and a hot water
bottle will do as much for the soul of
the man sick in the slums as for the
patient lying on a box mattress with
silken canopy and down comforts over
him. A warm, comfortable ride to and
from his work, good nourishing food,
happy smiles and a little entertainment
for rest and diversion before retiring
for the night, are as good for a house-
builder or bricklayer as for the presi-
dent or cashier of a bank.

The only reason that the signer of
notes and cheques is made comfortable
and the wielder of hammer or trowel
is kept in discomfort, is that the sys-
tem under which these individuals ex-
isi is one having respect and full com-
pensation for one class of the world’s
workers and comparatively no honor or
reward for another class, the latter
class being the producers, the former
class the consumers.

William Morris has defined Socialis:n
as “the demand for n decent life.” So-
cialism argues for the highest spiritu-
ality, because it argues the divine right
of every human being to both produce
and consuwe. It looks on greed and
monopoly, poverty and crime, as social
diseases. requiring to be cured by the
application of social remedles. It does
not excuse greed and monopoly, poverty
and crime on the ground that to pro-
vide the comforts and the incentive to
decent living would deprive the suffer-
ing masses of their opportunity for
spiritual development. It does not as-

Sume an attitude seeming to suggest

that it is more blessed to recelve than

glive, neither does it teach charity as a

means of squaring accounts between

the few who control and the many who
are deprived. It pleads for a “decent
life” for every subject of life. It
grants to every human being the right
to live as a human being, and it ex-
tends to him in his efforts to realize
his ideal, every ald and comfort possi-
bue. It would not limit or patronize:
it would expand and glorify. ‘It would
not impose on one portion of soclety

that another portion might own and .

control beyond its power to utilize; but

would have each and all live, as a

boundless Providence intended that all

should live.

Socialism has no creed or catechism,
no forms or ceremonies, no church with
its pictured windows and softly cush-
ioned pews. It would substitute a “de-
cent life” for the indecent one. It
would provide homes, music, art, recre-
ation and comradeship for all, and it
would scatter the scent of flowers for
the living, rather than offer to decaying
corpses wreaths and harps and golden
stairs. Its message is a message to the
living, not to the dead. Its appeal is
not that the suffering may be left to
suffer, but that the living may be per-
mitted to live.

Life, Experience, Growth: these three,
but the greatest of these is Life

Life’s opportunities, the blessings of
experience, the possibilities of
growth for all equally.

So shall the laws and the purpose of
Life become known and in hu-
manity find their expression and
consumination.

For abundant self-perpetuating Life is
the solution of all the problems
of life,

Open the way to freedom and self-ex-
pression, that men and women
may have fullness of Life—that
Life may flow on as the rivers to
the sea.

Books for Sunday Schools
and Home Use

“Socfalist Songs, Dilalogues and Reclta-
tlons”"—By Josephine R. Cole. Price 25c.

Postpaid.

“Soclalist Songs with Music”—By Chas.
Kerr. Price 10c. Postpaid.

Every Socialist home, every sunday school
teacher and every Socialist mother should
have these books. They are valuable alds in
training children In Socle™'" - yht. THE
SOCIALIST WOMAN PUS. te., caicago.

TO-MORROW

A RATIONAL MONTHLY MAGAZINE

Human Problems from the Non-Human
Viewpoint. How our Sacred Earth Customs
appear to men from other Worlds. The only
publication on Earth not influenced by a
dishonest bias toward Man and his Ego. A
non-personal view of our sacred Customs
and Institutions.

10 cts. the copy $1.00 a year

TO-MORROW PUBLISHING CO
139-141 East 56th Street - - Chicago, 11,




re THE SOCIALIST WOMAN
WOMANHOOD SUFFRAGE IN ENGLAND.

The question of granting votes to
women is every day growing in interest
and importance in England. Since the
time, two years years ago, when Sir
Henry Campbell Bannerman told a
large deputation of women from all
over England, that they must educate
Parliament and public opinion, the va-
rious suffrage societies that have long
been agitating for the political eman-
cipation of wommen have risen to the
occasion, and each in its way has made
a speclal effort to increase its activi-
ties and rouse the country to a sense
of its responsibilities towards women.
England owes a special debt to its po-
Mtical women, because, whenever an
election is pending, all parties, whether
Conservatives, Liberals or Socialists,
call upon their women to help them in
the struggle, and the women respond
nobly to the call. They are used at
election time as canvassers from house
to houee, as unpaid helpers at the can-
didate’s committee rooms, and as speak-
ers, both outdoors and indoors, to set
forth in persuasive tones the desira-
bility as a member of Parliament of
the candidate whose cause they espouse.
It therefore appears to be a more than
ordinary political anomaly that these
members of the community who are de-
veloped cnough to tell others who they
should vote for are not themselves al-
lowed to vote! But. as we know, great
political reforms are seldom won on
thelr 1nerits, but because they are held
to give an advantage to one side or
another ; and much suffering. agitation.
and ofttimes violence and death have
to be encountered before the right
cause wins. We women, as the moth-
ers of the race, still hope that men
may be induced by reason and not by
violence. to do us justicee. ‘We feel

. that as the givers of life we should use

every method of persuasion before we
resort to means which may lead to the
destruction of life; and so we continue
what seems our endless propaganda
and agitation, if not patiently, at least
hopetully.

Immediately after the Prime Minis-
ter gave his advice to women to con-
tinue to educate Parliament and the
nation, the celebrated siege of Mrs.
Monteflore’s house In Hammersmith
began. She had already refused for
two years to pay income tax on the
plea that “Taxation without represen-
tation was tyranny,” and as a result of
her refusal, her furniture had twice
been sold at publlc auction. She then,
in1906, not only refused to pay income

_ tax, as she had no voice In saying how

the tax was to be spent, but she barred
and barricaded her house against the
bailiff and his men during six weeks,
and only ylelded when they came with
violence, broke open the doors, and in
the name of the King. took her furni-
ture away and sold it. This example
of open rebellion is likely to be fol-
lowed by other women, who now in
1908 announce that they intend to re-
fuse to pay their taxes till the vote is
given them. The militant women next
concentrated their attention on Parlia-
ment, which was then sitting, and as
visitors, both men and women are ad-
mitted as far as the lobby, a number
of women assemnbled there, and asked
to be received as a deputation. Their

request being refused, some of them got
on a seat in the lobby and addressed
the public assembled there; as a re-
sult ten women were arrested, and on
being charged the next day before the
magistrate, were bound over to keep
the peace for six months, or in default
to go to prison for two months. They
al] elected to go to prison, and that
week the walls of London were pla-
carded with enormous posters, telling
how Mrs. Howe Martyn, Mrs. Cobden
Sanderson, Mrs. Montefiore, Mrs. Pe--
thick Lawrence, Mrs. Baldock, Miss
Billington, Miss Gawthorpe, Miss Ken-
ny, Miss Fenwick Miller, Miss Adela
and Miss Sybll Pankhurst were in Hol-
loway prison, wearing the convict
dress, doing hard labor, and suffering
all the hardships and horrors of con-
finement in an English prison for the
sole offense of having asked out loud
,in the lobby of the House of Commons
for votes for women. Several working
women from the East End had pre-
viously been in prison for trying to
interview Mr. Asquith on the same sub-
ject, and since the inauguration of the
forward suffrage policy, over two hun-
dred women have suffered imprison-
n:ent for demonstrating in the cause of
votes for women ! '

As the movement increased in inten-
sity, the original agitators have broken
up Into various groups, and the for-
ward polcy is belng carried on by the
Women’s Freedom League, in which
Miss Billington (now Mrs. Billington
Grelg Is an organizer. The Adult Suf-
frage Soclety, in which Mrs. Knight,
Mrs. Montefiore and Mrs. Pearson are
working actively to organize the work-
ing women of the East End of London,
who are among the women standing
most in need of the vote, and the Wo-
men’s Social and PolMtical Union, in
which Mrs. Pankhurst and her daugh-
ters are active. Through these various
organizations the public are constantly
kept reminded that the woman’s ques-
tion is still unsettled. Sometimes wo-
men appear at the police courts, where
a fellow woman is being tried by man-
made laws, and make a public protest
at such a etate of things. Sometimes
public meetings, at which members of
the Liberal government are speakers,
are interrupted or broken up. Some-
times women appear walking about the
streets as “sandwich men,” that is to
say, bearing back and front a board
announcing a suffrage meeting, or ad-
vertising the fact that suffragists are
oR the warpath. Some of the speakers
for suffrage are having thelr speeches
made into records for the gramophone,
and these speeches are given at meet-
ings in various country towns. Men
are forming leagues for helping women
to get the vote, and the question is
being debated in every house and in
every home throughout England.

So much for the general question.
As to methods of policy there is much
difference of opinion. It must be re-
membered that the basis of men’s fran-
chise in England is a very complicated
and unsatisfactory one, and is more or
less based on a property qualification.
In order to vote, a man must be on the
“register,” and a crowd of revising
barristers and their hangers-on are
kept going once a year to decide who

ghall, or shall not, be put on the “reg-
ister.” This, of course, gives rise to
plenty of political trickery, and many
workingmen get knocked off the reg-
ister because in times of unemploy-
ment they have been forced to seek re-
lef from the rates for their families.
‘The present Liberal government is
pledged to some measures of franchise
reform which will place the basis of
voting on a more satisfactory -and
democratic footing. But no govern-
ment. ever touches franchise reform
until nearing the end of its term of
office. Sir Henry Campbell Banner-
n:an, and all the Radical members of
Parliament, have expressed themselves
In favor of adult Buffrage, or votes for
every adult man and woman; the pre-
sumption is thefore that when the time
comes, and the Liberals are forced to
fulfll their pledges about manhood suf-
frage, they will have, as a result of
our present agitation, to consider the
women’s claims. That is what we are
working for—votes for all women, and
it is for that object that we are or-
ganizing the working women. The
Conservative women only wish for wo-
men householders to be enfranchised,
and leaders of that party have openly
announced that they desire the en-
franchisement of a few propertied
women in order to prevent the obtain-
ing of adult suffrage. There is little
doubt, therefore, that if the Liberals
cannot be forced to consider our demo-
cratic claims, the Conservatives will,
at the next election, make a bid for
power by promising household fran-
chise to their women supporters. The
organized Liberal women still continue
to weaken thelir case by working to re-
turn Liberal members to Parliament,
while a Liberal government is refusing
to give any pledge on the question of
enfranchising women. As long as this
weakness on the part of a section of
women continues, it 18 very difficult to
force the hand of the government; and
Mr. Asquith, a powerful member of the
cabinet, is known to be absolutely op-
posed to our claims. But in spite of
all the complications and difficulties of
immediate policy, the bed rock fact re-
mains that women everywhere are tak-
ing a very much keener interest in the
question, and that working women are
learning to realize that the vote must,
in the future, be the lever which will
mise them from their present down-
trodden and often hopeless condition,
and give them a real chance of fighting
side by side with their men comrades
for a fairer share of soclal, economic
and political freedom.

The manifesto, published last No-
vember by the Social Democratic party
on universal adult suffrage, has helped
forward that demand amazingly. The
Timcg newspaper gave it a leading ar-
ticle, and it was favorably commented
on by the daily papers. A demonstra-
tlon is being planned by the Adult
Suffrage Soclety for the opening of
Parliament on January 20th, and na-
tional demonstrations will be held later
on to urge the ministers to make it a
government measure,

THE BRITISH WOMEN’S SOCIAL-
IST BUREAU.

The Women's Soclalist Bureau of
Great Britain was inaugurated in Oc-
tober, 1007, at Chandes Hall—the So-
cial Democratic center for London—as




an outcome of the Soclalist Women’s
. Conference at Stuttgart, held the same
year.. The inaugural meeting was con-
vened by the commdttee of the S. D.
F. Women's Circles. and delegates were
sent from the Fablan Society, the Adult
Suffrage Soclety and the Clarion
Scouts.

The resolution carried at Stuttgart
recommends the forming of an Inter-
national Women's Socialist Bureau,
with its headquarters in Germany, and
with “Gleicheit” for its organ. Every
country present at the conference was
urged to form a national bureau, so
as to keep Socialist women in every
country in touch with each other’s do-
ings, and to record progress. At the
fnaugural meeting of the British Sec-
tion, Clara Hendin was appointed min-
ute secretary, and Dora M. Monteflore
reporter.

Four delegates’ meetings have al-
ready been held, and Clara Zetkin, the
leader of the German Soclalist women,
has sent warm congratulations on the
formation of the bureau, and has prom-
ised us help in our work. At our Jan-
uary meeting the reporter communi-
cated to the delegates the welcome
news that the women of Denmark had
gained the municipal franchise; and
that in December last Comrade Berg-
bjerg, the leader in the Danish Folket-
ing of the Social Democratic party, had
‘introduced a bill to give the Danish
women the political franchise, and had
made on that occasion one of the most
eloquent and brilllant speeches ever
heard in tbe Danish Parliament.

The executive discussed the terms of
the “Unemployed Bill’" to he intro-
duced this session by the Labor party
into the Fnglish Parliament ,and passed
resolutions calling upon the framers
of the measure to lay more stress upon
the claims of women, both as members
of the authorities dealing with the un-
employed, and as distressed persons
seeking work. i

It was unanimously agreed that as
we heard no news of “Qleicheit” being
made, as was promised. the organ for
international communication among So-
chalist women, we should approach the
proprietors of “The Soclalist Woman,”
published in Clhicago, U. 8. A., ask-
ing for the use of oue page for the
publication of our report and news.
In return we should ask to have the
agency in England, on our guarantee-
ing to take a certain uumber.

DORA B. MONTEI'IORE.

SPECIAL NOTES.

Although we have raised the
price of The Socialist Woman
from 35c¢ to 50c a year, the rates
for CLUBS of four or more will
be always 25 CENTS each. And
for bundle orders we have RE-
DUCED the price from 2c a copy
to ONE CENT each. This has
been done especially for our
workers as well as for those
who want to distribute copies for
the propaganda purposes. So do
not fail to send your order for
bundles every month. Send 10c,
25¢, 50c or anything you can af-
ford, and let us endeavor to free
the slave of the slave. Send in
your order TO-DAY.

JHE SOCIALIST WOMAN

LETTER BOX.

Dear Comrades—We enjoy reading
every article in The Socialist Woman,
and will hold up your hands while you
continue to put out a paper which
strikes a blow at the slavery of the
working class and especially of woman,
which is so ancient, so dense and so
prevalent as to require the limelight
of truth and justice thrown on it from
4 paper published for the sole object
of letting the world see our abject con-
dition, and the remedy proposed.—
Mary P. Roe, Organizer Woman's So-
cialist Union, Omaha, Neb.

Dear Comrade—Judging from one
sample copy of your magazine, we can
truly say it is good and will fill a long-
felt want. Such reading is especially
needed by men and women of to-day.
Inclosed find 70 cents, for which please
send me two copies of The Socialist
Woman for one year. Fraternally, Mrs.
J. W. Preckett, Kincaid, Kan.

Dear Comrades—I send four names
for The Socialist Woman. I wish it
were 400 instead. Your work in pub-
lishing an organ for women is unique
and should succeed. Sincerely, Mary
E. Garbutt, Los Angeles, Cal.

Comrades-—Am glad to send The So-
cialist Woman the inclosed 18 subs. as
& New Year’s gift. We want to keep
the S. W. alive. Fraternally, Winnie
E. Branstetter, Norman, Okla.

Socialist Woman—I saw notice of
yeur paper in the Appeal to Reason. I
think it a fine idea to publish a Social-
ist paper for women, because there are
many non-Soclalist women who
wouldn’t care for the Appeal, but might
be attracted by a paper for women.
Send me the paper for a year. Yours
for Soclalism, Mrs. Helen J. Winsor,
Berkeley, Cal.

Comnrades—Send me a bundle of the
Suffrage number. It is too good to let
pass. Every woman in the land should
have one. I‘raternally, Mrs. Chas. A.
Wied, Erick, Okla.

Dear Comrades—I have received a
copy of The Socialist Woman. I am
very much pleased with it, and am sor-
ry I didn’t learn of such a paper soon-
er. I have long felt that the Socialist
women should have some organ
through which to express themselves,
and become known to each other. I in-
close $1 for subscription and cards.
Yours for Socialism, Mrs. C. F. Thomp-
son, Bellingham, Cal.

Comrades—We must commend you
for your estlmable little paper, The So-
cialist Woman. We read many papers
and magazines, but never found any
that would reach the mind of the aver-
age woman as well as The Socialist
Woman. Will do all we can toward
spreading this paper. Yours for So-
cialism, Regina Steinberger, Pauline
Newman, Augusta Grossman, New York
City.

Dear Comrade—I am getting so
many Socialistmanpapers that I haven’t
time to read much else. But I have
taken time to read The Socialist Wom-
an long enough to form an estimate of
your mental vision, as it were. I have
been casting about some time for some-
thing In Socialist literature that would
appeal effectively to some of my
iriends of the opposite sex. Most wom-
en have grown so accustomed to letting
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the men do the studying and agitating
in the field of politics that it is now
quite difficult to get them to investi:-
‘gate far enough politically-ward to see
that Socialist politics is “the kind that
is different,” and that Socialism means
inculculably more to them than to men.
[ »sm sending you four names to start
with. Your comrade, L. A. Simons,
L.ehanon, Ore. .

Comrades—Your paper is destined .to
carry great influence wherever it vis-
its. Am more than glad to see so many
lailfes coming to our rescue. I present
your paper to the four names below.
I'raternally yours, H. B. Kerr, Hob-
sonville, Ore,

Dear Comrades—I inclose $1 for a
bundle of the Suffrage edition. It is
certainly a credit to the S. W. to get
out such a live paper as this February
number. Yours for the Revolution, A.
G. Swanson, San Diego, Cal.

The Socialist Woman—I saw your
ad. in the Appeal, and though I am a
ruan, I want to help your paper by sub-
scribing. Send me the paper one year.
Respectfully, A. L. Rose, Oregon City,
Ore. .

Comrades—I am one of your sub-
seribers, and find The S. W. very good,
especially the last number, on Woman
Suiirage. 1 will try to help all I can
in getting more subs. Fraternally yours,
Clars Peiter, West Hoboken, N. J.

Dear Comrade—This is the first op-
portunity I have had to tell you how
much I have enjoyed reading chance
copies of The S. W. that have come my
way. Put me on the list and send some
sample copies; I may be able to do
some work for you here, and feel ‘sure
that I can send many subs. when I get
qut on the road again. The nuinbers
I have seen are splendid, and I am sure
the paper will fill a place in our
pirovaganda that has long been void.
I am so often at a loss to know what
to give women just getting interested,
or thosz I think sbould be interested.
Yours fraternally, Kate Richards
O’Hare, OKla.

Comrades—I do admire your paper
80 much, and it makes me glad to see
the way the S. women are waking up
all over the country. I inclose 60c for
sub. and bundle of Suffrage number.
Yours fraternally, M. A. Clarke, Fin-
ley, Wash.

“WHERE IS YOUR WIFEP” LEAF-
LETS.

Calls for the leaflet entitled “Where
Is Your Wife?” by Kiichi Kaneko, have
been so urgent and constant that we
finally have decided to print thousands
of them and fill the demands. It is
really a good propaganda sheet, espe-
cially for Socialist men. We will mail
them to you at the rate of 50 for 10c,
100 for 20c, as long as fhey last. Send
your order to-day.

MARCH DATES FOR GARRICK
LECTURES.

Arthur M. Lewis, Lecturer.
Every Sunday, 10:30 a. m. Admis-
sion free. ’ .
1 The Great Man Theory—A Refuta-
tion of Carlyle.
8 The Success and Failure of Au-
gust Comte, ’
15 Lessons of the Paris Commune,
22 The Problem of the Ages—What
Is Truth?
2¢ “Free WIill” or “Necessity?"
Is Freedom?

What



The National Movement

Chicago, 11.—The Woman’s Soclal-
ist League holds its meetings the first
and third Tuesdays of every month at
312 Atheneum Building, 26 Van Buren
street. At the last meeting Corinne
Brown was elected to serve as chair-
man until the annual election in
March. An appropriation of $5 was
made for 300 copies of the Suffrage
edition of the Socialist Woman and 50
copies of May Walden's “Socialism and
the Home,” for distribution.

The following resolutions were unan-
imously adopted:

Whereas, Our only hope for obtain-
ing universal suffrage lies in the actlv-
ity of the Socialist Party; and

Whereas, The agitation for universal
suffrage has not been carried on by the
party as it should be; therefore be it

Resolved, That we recommend that
all branches of the Soclalist Party car-
ry on an active campaign for obtain-
ing universal suffrage until our object
be achleved; and further be it

Resolved, That we ask the co-opera-
tion of all men and women, in organ-
izations or.out, to work with us to ob-
tain universal suffrage.

Regular meetings of the league will
be held as usual on the first and third
Tuesday evenings of the month at 312
Atheneum Building, 26 Van Buren
street. All women interested in So-
clalism and universal suffrage cordial-
ly welcomed.

ANNAH FINSTERBACH, Sec’y.

New York City.—At a recent mass
meeting in New York City the Soclal
Democratic Woman'’s Society presented
the following resolution, which was
adopted by a unanimous vote:

“Whereas, The Socialist Party is the
political expression of the working
class In the United States, be it

“Resolved, By this mass meeting of
men and women of New York, that we
call upon the National Comiittee of
the Socialist Party to start an ener-
getic fight for equal suffrage for men
and women 21 years of age; to put
women organizers in the field with
same end in view, and to distribute
leaflets and literature dealing with
this subject.”

Buffalo, N. Y.—The Ladies’ Branch
met recently at the home of Mrs. A.
Klenke. The followingofficers were elect-
ed for a term of six months: Organ-
jzer, Mrs. A. Klenke; Secretary, Miss
Yetta Miller ; Financial Secretary, Mrs.
Henry Klein; Literature Agent, Mrs.
Otto Horn. The branch voted $5.00 to
the organizer fund of Local Erie Coun-
ty, and $3.00 to the Erie County Com-
mittee. A committee consisting of Mrs.
Otto Horn, Mrs. Frank Vallee and
Mrs. A. Klenke was elected to assist
in the arrangements for a fair for the
benefit of the county campaign fund
and the Buffalo Herald. One new
member was admitted.

Trenton, N. J.—Helen Massey sends
the following: To fulfill my promise
to the Soclalist Sunday School workers
of Clncinnati, Ohlo, Oak Park, 11, and
New York City, I send the following
to let them know how the Socialist
Sunday School work in Trenton, N. J.,

THE SOCIALIST WOMAN

is progressing. As secretary of the S.
S. Committee of this local, through
this means I desire personally and on
behalf of our local 8. S. workers and
promoters to thank them for their gra-
clous encouragement, valuable sugges-
tions and Information concerning their
plans and work accomplished through
experience in their respective Sunday
Schools. The teachers’ plan of work
is very similar to the methods employ-
ed In correspondence schools, the teach-
ers originating the studies for their re-
spective classes. The cradle class is
itself a “problem of possibilities.” Be-
sides the Sunday school work another
important work has been started in
the form of a circulating library to
promote the study of Socialism, which
will be of Inestimable value to our
progress In this city. Owing to the
old-fashioned conception of a Sunday
school, we have been searching our
minds for a better name than Socialist
Sunday school. Would be glad to have
names submitted by the readers of The
Sociallst Woman, which we wlll vote
upon, the one receiving the highest vote
will be adopted for the life school.
Miss Anna Maley recently gave us her
very Interesting lecture on “‘A Sermon
to the Churches,” which was listened
to with attentive apprecliation. Helen
Massey, Secretary, 48 Commerce street,
Trenton, N. J.

Oakland, Cal.—The Woman's Social-
ist Club holds regular Tuesday meet-
ings at Hamilton Hall, Jefferson street.
Following the regular discussion there
is instruction in singing by a teacher
of unquestioned ability. The club was
recently addressed hy Mrs. Mary E.

Garbutt on “The Spiritual Side of So-

cialism.”

Los Angeles, Cal.—Dear Comrades:
At a social evening of the Woman's
Socialist Union, held recently at the
home of Mrs. Levin, plans for the in-
auguration of a Socialist Sunday
School or Lyceum were discussed. The
great need in this branch of Socialist
work in this country seems to be the
preparation of a series of lessons
adapted to the understanding of chil-
dren and very young people. A dele-
gate was elected to meet with a com-
mittee from Branch Los Angeles with
a reference to relief for the unemploy-
ed in the city. It may interest you
to know that, as representatives of the
Socialist women of Los Angeles, Com-
rade Inez Decker and I called yester-
day upon Mrs. Pettibone. Mr. and
Mrs. Pettibone are staying at the Ho-
tel Tourraine, while Mr. Pettibone is
testing the recuperative powers of
Southern California. Mrs. Clarence
Darrow was just leaving, but sat down
for a pleasant talk about the people
and events of such absorbing interest
to us all. Our call resolved itself into
an informal visit of an hour and a half,
filled with discussion of incidents of
the historical imprisonment, the fam-
ous trial and the great victory—a vic-
tory, alas! which has cost the Petti-
bones dearly. But there was not a
note of complaint. The Pettibones are
not that kind. Mrs, P. is a handsome
woman of charming manner and strong
mental poise. One can see that she
could have been nothing but a strength
and a comfort during the weary prison
months. Mr. Pettibone is improving,
but he is terribly emaciated. It goes

to one's heart to think of the martyr-
dom he has suffered—and there is no
redress. Showing us a diamond ring
which his witnesses presented him, he
looked at it whimsically and said, “If
they had given me a spade I'd know
what to do with it.” An old friend
who entered as we were about to leave
shook hands with Mr. Pettibone, took
one look at him and sank upon the
divan and burst into tears. We did
not wonder, for we had been shown a
picture of him before the kidnaping.—
Georgia Kotsch.

The Socialist Woman in bundles of
100, $1.

The Soclalist Woman fs the biggest
little magazine in the country. If you
don’t believe it count the words and
compare the number with those of any
50-cent magazine.

Postal subscription cards, four for
$1. Send for a bunch.

The Red Flag

A monthly of revolutionary literature full
of life and fire. No Socialist can afford
to miss it. Edited by May Beals. Yearly,
$1.00. Address THE RED FLAG, Abbe-
ville, La. )

J
Per “@b ﬁ 99 Per
Month m Year
Scents e a 50 c'ts
A Literary Journol of the Irisb Working Class
in America.
The Working Class the only secure Foun-
dation on and by which a Free Ireland
can be reared

Office:- 202 East 48th St. New York City

“Common Sense’’

The great Soclalist Weekly of the South-
west. One year, 5O cents; six months, 28
cents. Send for sample. Common Sense
Pubd, Co., Los Angeles, Cal

THE VANGUARD

9 Do you want to know the latest thought on
Socialism? Do you want to know what the Socialist
world is saying and doing?

9 Send 50 cents to 344 Sixth Street, Milwaukee,
Wis., and get The Vanguard for one whole year

Tha Saturday Evening Tribune

One of the best edited papers in the coun-
try. A Soclalist paper full of national in-
terest. Yearly, $1.00. Six months, 50c.
Three months, 25¢c. Address A. SHERMAN,
rear 1419 3d Av., Seattle, Wash.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
15 CENTS A LINE, CASH WITH ORDER

BACHELOR OF FORTY, MECHANIC,

with some means, desires correspondence
with lady similarly situated. One with
domestic tastes, who likes the country, pre-
ferred. Address “K,” care The Socialist
Woman.

RYO.\'E WISHING INFORMATION RE-
garding the Soclalist party can have it
by addressing H. Mahlon Barnes, National

Secretary, 269 Dearborn st., Chicago.

THE NEW LIFE. A NEW MONTHLY

magazine of world brotherhood. 5H0c a
year. March mnnmber contains “Looking
Forward,” a narrative illustrating the nat-
ural, inevitable methods of the coming New
Era. Address The New Life, 125 8. Clark
st,, Chicago.






