CHICAGO, ILL., THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 1898.

CURRENT

BY THé

COMMENT

EDITOR

Mayor Jones, of Toledo, says that
“soclalism would not only put the idle
poor to work, but also the idle rich.”
That is the main reason why the idle
rich oppose it.

. - .

In 1866 the money power won the
election; ten years later the chattel
slaves were free. In 1896 the money
power won the election; ten years later

the wage slaves will be free,

L

{
The embezzlers and bank wreckers

stole $11,248,048 during the year 1867,
or nearly $1,000,000 for each month in
the year. Under soclalism this gort of
¢rime would be impossible.

! L . .

A few days ago a whole trunk full of
securities, representing assets of the
defunct Maverick bank, having a face
value "of over $1,000,000, were sold at
auction for the pitiful sum of $454. This
is the sort of “capital” that many of
our great financiers are doing business
on!

- - -

The politicians are beginning to
trim their sails to catch the votes of
those incllned towards socialism In
1900. Look out for fake public owner-
ship or direct legislation planks in the
platforms of the old parties. No fu-
sion, no compromise, no trimming or
trading with the parties of capitalism
must be the slogan of the Social Demo-
crats.

- . .

The ncquittal of Martha Moore Avery
in a Boston court recently was a nota-
ble triumph for free speech, acd one
that socialists, especially have reason
to rejoice at. Socialists have repeated-
1y been prohibited from holding public
meetings in the public streets, parks
and squares of Boston, and their per-
sistence in fighting the thing out in
court until the violation of their con-
stitutional right to hold such meeting
has been judicially declared is much to
be commended.

e S e )

Competition is working out results
peculiar to itself in the strike of the
boys employed in the fruit jar factory
of Ball Brothers, at Muncie, Ind. The
boys have been getting $5 per week,
but they demand $6, and threaten to
strike unless their demand is granted.
The firm states that.the demand will
not be granted, and there is no fear of
a strike, as men have been employed at
$5 to take the places of the boys who
are demanding %6. When it becomes
possible to hire full grown men for the
pititul sum of $5 per week, for the pur-
pose of breaking down a strike of 14-
year-old boys, the competitive system
has about reached the culmination of
atrocity and the day of its destruction
is near at hand,

B

Cable and electric street cars have
digplaced over a million horses in the
United States alone, and this has
thrown out of work 400,000 stablemen
and blacksmiths, 40,000 harnessmakers,
20,000 carriage makers and many oth-
ers, besides destroying the farmer's
market for hundreds of millions of dol-
lars worth of hay, straw, oats, corn,
etc., annually. There has been a vast
saving ‘to the capitalist street railway
owners who have gained possession of
these improvements, but there has
been no gain to the people to compen-
sate for all this loss of employment and
of market for farm products, nor will
the people gain anything until they be-
come the owners of the railway sys-
tems.

- . .

Suicides 6,600, and murders 9,520, is
the record for the year 1897, as report-
ed by the Chicago Tribune. Of  the
sulcides more than three thousand are
classified as due to despondency and
business failures, while the “unknown"
list foots up 1,922, Of these unknowns
it 1s probably safe to say that a large
majority were wrecks of our industrial
gystem, and at least two-thirds of the
whole number of suicides may be safe-
Iy classified as directly due to worry
and anxlety caused by the tendencies
of the system. The yearly list of sul-
cides has increased steadily since 1890,
when it footed up 2,040. A few more
years of capitalism, and the suicides
and murders will balance the increase
in population.

- - . ‘

President McKinley appears to have
a peculiar affection for bank wreckers.
No less than thirteen of these criminals
have been pardoned by him since he
was inducted into office. These bank
robbers are thoroughly ‘‘respectable’
criminals, and the president probably
reasons that they cannot be bettered
any by keeping them in jail, but as
long as the legal theory of the trust
character of their functions prevalls
the president ought also to have some
consideration for the widow and or-
phan Investors and depositors whom
these wreckers have robbed.

We hear plenty of talk of about these
poor widows and orphans whenever it
is proposed to cut down the profits of
moneyed institutions for the purpose

of enabling wage earners to live—why

are their interests so lightly guarded
at other times? i
’ % L N ki

Aboni 100,000 cotton operatives in

!
and this reduction had naturally to
come out of the wages of the opera-
tives. Now, this!is exactly what pros-
perity means under the present system.
It can never be upiversal. but only sec-
tional, or local in character. Whenev-
er you hear nhon? any country or com-
munity enjoying *“prosperity” you can
immediately begin to figure out what
other country oricommnnlty is suffer-
ing as a consequence.

s .

The total amount of capital invested
in the Fall River cotton mills is $23,-
000,000, The stockholders received div-
idends in 1897 of $776,300, or 3.38 per
cent on the capital invested. Com-
menting on these figures in connection
with the recent dissatisfaction among
the cotton operatives over
Year's reduction in wages, the Chicago
Tribune remarks that the return to the
sockholders Is not excessive, and if it
had been divided up among the opera-
tives would have amounted to less than
$30 apiece. Continuing, the Tribune
says: “But If the dividends had been
paid to the employes, the capital in-
vested in the mills, and the labor and
skill employed |in managing them,
would have gone entirely unrewarded.
Then capital would have abandoned
that busi and the loyes been
out of work.”

The Tribune's argument is badly
mixed, and its conclusions are rather
off color. When it talks about capital
abandoning business it obviously don't
mean that at all. What it means is
that, if capitalists, the owners of “cap-
ital,” do not receive their dividends
they—not “capital”-~will abandon the
business, Capital is dead, inert matter;
it can neither abandon nor enter into
any condition of activity unless set in
motion by some human agency. The
question, then, is as to the agency
which shall set this inert capital in mo-
tion, and for whose benefit. Whether
{ it shall be the private capitalist, for his
| exclusive benefit, as at present, or
{ whether it shall be the people collec-
tively, for the benefit of all, as social-
ism proposes. Primarily it is a ques-
tion of ownership, and it is just as well
to remember that when these capital-
istic sheets talk so loudly about capi-
tal doing this, that and the other thing
they are really -talking about capital-
ists; and when the people constitute
themselves the capitalists, as they will
shortly, they will be able to do with
capital just as the present capitalists
do, namely, use| it as they see fit for
their own benefit.

1 ] L] .

The une continues: “If the mills
had been run by the operatives, with-
out the aid of the business ability of
the men who manage them now, but
| with all the capital the latter have at
| their disposal, there would have been
no surplus at all.” That would be a
terrible state of affairs, truly! No sur-
plus! Well, the heavens wouldn’t fall,
and we'd keep right on doing business
at the same old stand, satisfled with
the knowledge that we were recelving
the full product of our labor, without
a “surplus,” used to furnish dividends
to idle capitalists. Perhaps it has nev-
er occurred to the Tribune that this
“surplus” it is sp insistent about is ex-
actly the thing that needs to be abol-
ished; that is what ails the rickety old
industrial machine the Tribune and its
capitalist contemporaries are laboring
s0 industriously and Ineffectually to
keep going—there's too much ‘“sur-
plus.”

One of the silliest assumptions in
these capitalistic arguments of the
Tribune stripe {s that the managerial
skill now employed in these great in-
dustries would go unrewarded and im-
mediately stop operating if the capi-
talist was abolished. - What is to be-
come of all this managerial skill? Is it
to disappear with its capitalist em-
ployer, vanish completely from off the
face of the earth? Well, I guess not.
I imagine that it will remain on earth,
and will work as faithfully and as ef-
ficiently for the people as it now does
for the private capitalists. The func-
tion of the capitalist Is not to “man-
age'—it is merely to draw dividends
from the profits of the industry. In-
dustry at present is conducted almost
wholly on the Qomumte or joint-stock
basis. Managers are salaried employes.
They manage the affairs of gheir em-
ployers—the stockholders—as repre-
isented by boards of directors—so as to
obtain dividends for them, and any
manager who proves himself inefficient
is promptly removed and replaced by
another. Now, I do not Imagine that
there will be any difficulty about this
managerial skill being left in the lurch
when the people abolish the capitalist
and assyme control of industrial af
fairs themselves. I think the people,
in their corporate capacity, will be able
to employ these managers to just as
good advantage as the capitalists now
do. Don't worry about the managers,
Mr. Tribune. |They must work for
somebody, and after they have.abol-
ished the capitalists with their divi-
dends and surpluses, they must per-
force work for the people,
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The 'bbject‘of:.odsﬂm
tribute the sums now going as divi-
dends to the capitalists among the em-
Dployes, as the Tribune assumes, but to

the New !

items besides wages and cost ol raw
material. The Tribune admits this,
and assumes that they are items of ex-
penditure which workingmen do not
take Into account. It says:

If the figures were printed showing what
the mills have paid out this year for
wages and for raw material, and showing
also the value of the goods produced
during the year, it would be apparent
that the value of the product was much
greater than the amount paid out for
wages and raw material. The seeming
profits of the business would exceed
greatly what was pald as dividends.

Then the labor demagogues, using these
figures as a text, would tell the cotton
spinners and weavers that they were not
recelving their fair share of the product,
while their employers were getting too
much, They would assume that the lat-
ter got the whole difference between the
value of the finished product and what
they paid oug for Jabor and raw mate-
rials. .‘%

The walking Uelegates would make no
allowance for the cost of marketing the
product, for taxes, repairs, ingurance, bud
debts, and those other ftems of expendi-
ture which eat up so large a portion of
the proceeds of the sale of the finished
goods,

The Tribune is unnecessarily worried
about the “walking delegates” and “la-
bor demagogues.”

Soclalists take all those various items
into account and show conclusively
that nine-tenths of them are sheer
waste and a useless burden on indus-
try. One of the standi) g complaints
thet socialism makes against the pres-
ent sysicm is the vast amount of un-
necessary expense entailed on industry
through competition in marketing the
product, All the expenses caused
by competition would disappear under
sociallsm. The people would receive
the whole product of their collective in-
dustry.

“Management Ly operatives” is also
the subject of considerable deprecation
by the Tribune philosopher. He ought
to study the records of the Rochedale
Societies of Great Britain. There is a
vast business that started with practi-
cally nothing half a century ago, and
it is now the wonder of the world. And
it has been managed by “‘operatives,”
common workingmen, from its incep-
tion. And the highest salary pald to
any of its managers to-day, notwith-
standing that the business ranks in
importance with the best in the Unit-
ed Kingdom, {s $2,000 per year. Man-
agerial ability is not so rare a com-
modity as some people suppose,

. *

Harford and Wilson, the British
trades union delegates to the Nashville
convention of the American Federation
of Labor, are not very favorably im-
pressed with the tactics of the Federa-
tion. In an interview in New York be-
fore sailing for home, Harford sald:
“The policy of the American trades un-
ions in not engaging in politics as a
body is stupid. How can they expect
to obtain any lasting reforms if they
hold aloof?, "By pursuing their present
mummy plan of ignoring the control of
political machinery as a means of bet-
tering their condition, they are not on-
Iy fatally ignoring their chances, but
are inviting the scorn of the politiclans
—the very class from whom they ex-
pect to get better laws for the masses.”

‘Who does not know that this criti-
cism is to the point? A little more of
the “independent political action" pop-
pycock will perchance lead to the in-
troduction of enough of the socialistic
leaven into the American trades union
movement to enable it to bocome the
political force its importance deserves.

. . L

The sordid heartlessness of our infer-
nal business system s well illustrated
by the action of John D. Rockefeller
in sueing a poor widow for the sum of
$17.50. Rockefeller certainly had not
the slightest need of this money, while
the widow doubtless needed it very
badly; but such considerations are sen-
timental; they represent the humane
side of human character, and cannot
have the slightest place in “business.”

Rockefeller had a legal ciaim for the
money, and it was a collectible debt
apparently; therefore, in pursuance of
his legal rights, and as a business mgn,
not as a human being, he sues, and
obtains judgment for the sum due him.
Now that the “business” requirement
has been met, Rockefeller may, as a
philanthropist, that is, in his character
4s a human belng, give the poor widow
enough to enable her to pay the amount
of the judgment and costs (although
I never heard of him giving a dollar ex-
cept to a church or a university), but
in doing o he would take pains to in-
gist that his action was prompted sole-
ly by philanthropy, and had no charac-
teristic of “business” about it.

‘What I wish to point out is the gulf
that exists between “business” and
real humanity, and the utter fatuity of
those who talk about conducting the
affairs of soclety on “business princi-
ples.” ' A strict observance of business
prineiples wonld paralyze all soclal ac-
tion, and force a dissolutiopn of the
present social body In less than a week;
it is only as we have departed from
business principles that we have made
progress socially,

. s

Pork Packer Morris has induced his
son, Ira, to abandon a literary career
and enter the pork packing business.
Ira has written a book, and it is said
to be a very creditable production, in-
deed, and gives evidence that its au-
thor has considerable literary talent.
The young man had a literary career
mapped out for himself, but at his
father’s solicitation he has reluctantly
consented to abandon his literary as-
pirations and devote himself to busi-
ness. s 4

“A million men can write books,”
said old man Morris, in speaking of the
affair, “but few have ;

guess I will consign that “push” idea to
the waste basket,

Morris says he thinks “a man of bus-
iness does more for the community in
which he lives aid for the world in
general than a writer of books,”

That depends. There are books—
and books.. Some of them ain't worth
muck, and would better never have
been written. But there are others—
and the man who, with millions already
at his command, can seriously advise
a talented son to give up the chance of
enriching the literature of his country
to take up the pursuit of filthy dollars
is slmply gold mad, He {s mentally
unbalanced and ought to be looked af-
ter. Suppose that had happened to
Shakespeare, Victor Hugo, Dickens— |
suppose any one of them had been in- |
duced by a wealthy dolt of a father to!
abandon literature for business, Would ;
the world have been the gainer or the '
loser? |

I feel sorry for young Morris—al-
though I don't suppose he much needs
any sympathy of mine. It is sad to,
see a promising litrary career sacrificed |

to the moloch of “business.” !
- . L |

Our charity and humane organiza-!
tions are strong in their treatment of
effects while mighty weak on causes;’
however, their dilettanteish efforts to,
deal with glaring social evils from!
their peculiar standpoints might be
not so prone to make infernal nuls-g
ances of themselves, . i

Probably the greatest nuisance of the |
whole lot is the Gerry society, which |
has arrogated to itself the pecullar|
function of protecting the welfare of '
the children of the nation. !

If this society was really anxious-to |
abolish cruelty to children it might !
easily find a broad field for the exer-!
cise of its energies In looking after |
the enforcement of our factory laws |
and in laboring to abolish the infernal
industrial conditions which force chil-|
dren of tender years into the vortex of |
our commercial maelstrom. In this,
field it might do some little good, and |
would at least escape making a nuis-.
ance of itself, !

But a nuisance it was born, and a
nuisance it will remain, until the peo- !
ple finally become surfeited with its of-
ficlous meddling with strictly private
|affairs.and abolish it, together with the '
whole brood of dilettante reformers it '
represents, t

The latest exploit of this remarkable |
soclety was the compelling of Inventor’
Thomas A. Edison to desist from the'®
unparalleled atrocity of permitting his !
nine-year-old daughter to appear on'
the stage and dance at a charity enter- |
tainment! And while the Gerry socle-'
ty interferes to protect the child of Mr.
Edison from th¢

deeply interested in her welfare than
a thousand Gerry socleties could pos-
bily be), there are thousands and thou-
sands of poor children who are per-
ishing of cold and slow starvation in
the miserable garrets of our cheerless
tenement houses, while thousands of
other children are wearing their young
lives away In the fetid atmosphere of
our sweating dens, and in the dwarfing |
and health-destroying occrations u!f
factory life, their existe.ce made a |
burden to them and their young lives
cruelly destroyed, in order that the!
claims of the demon greed may be sat- |
isfled! Let us pray for the quick com-

clety will find their occupation gone.

WHITHER ARE WE DRIFTING?

Just now there is a spirit of unrest
throughout the world. Every country

mors of war, inflict every quarter of
the globe. Governments are suspi-
clously watching each other's move-
ments, There seems to be a lack of
confidence. Each fears that the other
is trying to gain some unjust advant-
age. The Jong-cherished thought of
the Fatherhood of God and the broth-
erhood of man appears to have lost its
charm in a universal scramble for
wealth and power. To-day, 'con-
scienceless greed is corrupting and de-
stroying the civilization of the world.
Can it be helped? I emphatically an-
swer, yes. Will It be? I frankly say,
I don't know,

‘We have troubles here in our own
country, which will likely be all we
can attend to. I don’t like to be called
a pessimist, for those who understand
me best, know that I am inclined to
look on the bright side of life. But I
must confess, that I regard this as the
darkest hour in our nation’s history. I
know the criticlsm that this will sub-
Ject me to, but it is none the less true,
and he who, belleving as I do, falls to
sound the alarm, falls short of his du-
ty to humanity. Murders, robbery and
suiclde are of hourly occurrence. Mob
law is rapidly gaining a prominent
foothold in nearly all the states. Law-
abiding, unarmed, defenseless labor-
ers, peaceably marching along a pub-
lic highway, as they have a lawful
right to do, are met by an official mob,
and without warrant or rightful au-
thority, brutally murdered, and this
awful outrage Is endorsed by the mo-
nopolistic press of the country.

We hold public meetings, make con-
tributions,&nd indulge In long prayers
for the Armenians, and pass resolu-!
tiorls condemning the cruelties of the
Turks, while In our own country we

and punch their |
“irons, and not

t
permitted to pass unnoticed were they

her-owa fathier “$liu {8 Goubiiess more | e

I’ THANKFUL.

I'm thankful that the sun and moon
Are both hung up so high

That no rich robber's hand can stretch
And pull them from the sky.

If they hung low, I have no doubt,
Some corporation ass

Would legislate to take them down
And light the world with gas.

I'm thankful that the shining stars
Are far beyond our reach,

And that the rolling planets, 100,
Are deaf to human speech;

If they were near, I'm very suré,
Rich men would own the skies,

And manage this whole universe
By private enterprise.

I'm thankful that the God of all,
Whose laws we must obey,

Has changed his plan for making man
By shaping him from clay;

If he had not, it's very clear
'Twould be a doleful case—

Some men would form & blg clay trust
And stop the human race!

—Rev, Herbert N. Casson.

RANDOM HOUGHTS.
By George Allen White.

Soclalism is not intended particular-

ly for the old, who are naturally pre- |
Judiced beyond hope of recall; but for |

the rising generation, whose minds are
open to the wholesome light of truth.
Among the young men of our time
must Socialism secure its converts, The
newsvaper organs of the business in-
. emphasize the need of electing
to the highest offices men who are
“gufe” and “sound”; old and middle-
aged gentlemen with courtenances
fashioned into the conventional look
of set and flinty indifference to the
welfare of others; and who have lived
long enough to have lost, long since,
their youthful ideals of justice and
right, and who hold that everything,
animate and inanimate, must be made
to bow to the almighty dollar. Our
“business” men invariably avoid young
enthusiasts who belleve that right's
right for a’ that.
. .

‘The average opponent of Socialism
proves the correctness of Dr. Schaflle’s
contention, that: “* * ¢ the ker-
nel and alm of the Socialistic ‘propa-
ganda is still almost unknown. We
have almost dally evidence that an ab-
surd amount of false representations,
of exaggerated fears, and of no less
immoderate hopes, grows rankly in this
field of inquiry.” The majority of peo-
ple, in my opinion, would do well to
study the rudiments of the Soclalistic
economy, and to especially avold plac-
ing reliance on the second-hand trash
fSund in the daily press.

Al .- .

Some say that Socialism is but “a
dream'’; yet, as Thomas Carlyle says,
“Every noble work is at first ‘ilmpos-

lllble' "—to those who don’t know any-

thing mbout 1t, ¥
¥ g

One of the funniest, if it were not
one of the most lamentable, things
about our opponents is that they appa-
rently uphold the Christian religion
and the dicta of Jesus Christ; while, at
the same time, maintaining that the
antithesis of this faith—or human sel-
fishness and self-interest, and inhuman
cussedness—is necessary, if the world
i3 to progress and grow beautiful. I
do not admit that there is an earnest

| young man twenty years of age who |

cannot perceive the ineradicable dif-
ference between' the admonition to
“Love your neighbor as yourself” and
the brutal advice, “All ‘Books of Law’

the Gospel of To-day.”
. . .
Socialism seeks to alter nature's
laws, even as Jesus Christ proposed to

constantly exhibiting its protean char-
acter ever since we have known any-
thing about it. “Human nature” s
plastic, not adamantine. The Le Claire
workmen of Paris were completely
changed over by the introduction of
the system of profit-sharing. Sixty-
five years ago Lord Vandeleur effected
a wonderful betterment in the habits
of the tenants on his Irish estates, as
all who have read history doubtless
knew. Count Rumford took the Bava-
rian poor and made for them a heaven
out of hell. On pages 18-24 of “Count
Rumford,” it says that, at the end of
five years, his schemes “had not only
banighed beggary, but had wrought an
entlre change in the manners, habits
and very appearance of the most aban-
doned and degraded people in the king-
dom."” We cannot change human na-
ture!—why, fof thousands and thou-
sands of years that nature has been
writhing in the throes of never-ending
change: the nature of ten thousand
years ago was very far removed from
that of fifty thousand years ago; the
nature of five thousand years ago dif-
fered greatly from that of to-day; the
nature of ten thousand years hence
will have few points in common with
that which we now behold on all sides.
Imagine our remote ancestors, the an-
thropoid apes, contemplating the Ildea
of forming so simple a thing as a gov-
ernment; in the words of Charlotte
Perkins Stetson:

“You would have to change your na-
ture;
We would like to see you try!"
They chuckled them triumphantly,
These lean and hairy shapes,
For these things passed as arguments

i~ With the Anthropodal Apes.”

b e, DeE

For the self-interest that impels men

Iyle.  Competition would never have
touched the chords that made possible
& Webster, an Everett, a Phillips or
a Henry Ward Beecher. The instinct
that demands the sweat and blood of
the poor and needy, nominated in the
bonds of industrial slavery, did not
awake the genius of Whitworth, Har-
greave, Crompton, Cariwright, Wood-
worth, Gallahue, Thimmunier or that
of the hundreds of inventors who rot
in paupers’ graves. +
N . - -

The papers in the employ of capital-
ism have actually succeeded in making
jmen belleve that It would be “mono-
i toncus,” and would crush out individ-
| uality, to eradicate poverty and want
-through the instrumentality of Social-
ism. Monotonous, to enable everyone
to earn an honest living, and sleep in
a decent bed! Monotonous, to see pass
by never again the glittering gilt of
wealth wrung from emaciated bodies!
Monotonous, to have nc beggars to re-
lieve and no bummers to run in to the
lockup! Monotonous, te put under,
once for all, the sweet thrill of know-
ing that there is some one in the ®ide
world waiting to be legally swindled!
| Monotonous, like the wonderful, sun-
ny climate of California! Monotonous,
like paradise! Ben Franklin and Mul-
hall are on record to the effect that
not more than four hours of labor per
day would be necessary, under an in-
dustrial regime such as socialism would
usher in; Edward Atkinson puts the
limit at two hours, and Prof, Hertzka,
of Vienna, at one hour and twenty-
three minutes. To me, it does not ap-
pear that the monotony and routine of
working ten hours per day for a mere
pittance can be any less than it would
be when each did his proper share of
tho work of the world, and hours were
reduced to four at the highest. Then,
in the six or more hours remaining on
hand, what an opportunity for devel-
joping a superb individuality as yet
hardly dreamed of by the most optimis-
tie!

The extremes upon which much of
the existing individuality is based, will
be done away with, it is true. The
grumpy millionairée will have to go.
The tramps and mendicants who com-
prise s0 much of the individuality of
| Judge and Puck will have to go. The
suicides, the insane, the murderers, the
robbers, who make big the roll of com-
petitive individuality, must go. Those
characters who make it thelr business
to fawn at the feet of the master must
go. The man who walks about with a
last-year's hair-cut, and a badge of
old-partyism on the seat of his pants,
cheering “Old Glory"” and shouting for
Mac and Grover—well, he will have to
go, too.

* s 9
/ What beavs hardest on humanity to-
|day s not the struggle of competition,
but the terrible, inevitable results of
| that struggle. The monotony of slav-
ing ten hours every day, with little
time for the higher life—that {s hard.
The thorn that enters the mind, upon
the realization that things are un-
equal—and not justly unequal either—
that is what enforces a life of hard-

ship upon mankind.
. . -

Say a few persons, more superflcial
| than observant, cannot alter human
| nature “by law.” Soclallsm can do

| nothing for us,’because men are no bet-
| ter, and have no more potency, in the

ing of the day when Gerry and his so- | and *Golden Rules’ are fashioned to be- | mass than in the individual capacity;
{tray; ‘The Survival of the Fittest’ lsiconacquenlly, under

the socialistic
commonwealth, men would still be self-
| Ish and beastfy. That is the theory of
innurchlsls. and there is not a well-In-
5lormcd man in the country who does

either has trouble now, or is anticipat- | do it. What is human nature? Does | nolvkno;v that s avowal:Ilke:; thie
Ing it in the near future. Wars or ru- |anyone know? Human nature has been | PFOVes the one making it to be either

an anarchist or an empiric. If law
|Is so powerless, why not abrogate the
ilaws directed against crime? Why
have laws for the inspection of fac-
;torlen? Why compel the marking of
oleomargarine? Why prohibit child
labor? . Why legislate against the
Louisiana lottery? Why not disband
the police forces? Why not aceept
anarchy with open arms? For are not
people, forsooth, just as good individ-
ually as they can collectively make
themselves to be by law! Mr, Bryan
was not so far out of the way, when he
declared that the true anarchists were
the upper classes and their attaches.

THE BATTLE HYIIN OF LABOR.

We have seen the reaper toiling in the
hent of summer sun,
We have seen the children needy when
the harvesting was done;
We have secn a mighty army dying help-
less, one by one,
‘While thelr flag went marching on.

Glory, glory, hallelujah,
Glory, glory, hallelujah,
Glory, glory, hallelujah,

As we go marching on.

Oh, the army of the wretched;
swarm the city street, .
We have seen them In the midnight
where the Goth and Vandals meet,
We have shuddered In the darkness at
the noises of thelr feet—
But their cause goes marching on.

how they

Glory, glory, etc.

But no longer shall the children bend
above the whizzing wheel
‘We will free the weary women from their
bondage under steel,
In the mine and in the forest, worn and
hopeless, men shall feel
Thelr cause is marching on,

Glory, glory, ete.

Interesting News Items rom
the World.

The telephone in Paris is $10 _year
in New York, $240. ; [n o

Glasgow's municipal railways
workmen mornings and evenings at
half fare. Australian cities carry chil-
dren free'to and from school. A

Berlin steam roads charge $450 a
vyear for a ticket to and from the eity—
five miles—as often as you please. In
American cities this would cost from
$30 to $50.

Terre Haute C. L. U, sets aside one,
evening in the month to discuss poli~

itical and economic subjects. It Is one

| of the progressive bodies,

| The grand jury, has returned a score
{of indictments against parties conduct- '
ing gambling houses in the city of Chi-

| cago, elght being against aldermen,
{leading democratic politicians. ;

annual convention of the United Mine
Workers of America to meet In Co-
lumbus Jan. 11, 1898,

The first meeting of the National
Building Trade Council was held In St.
Louis December 21, and was marked
by a scatbing denunciation of the
American Federation of Latior for hav-
ing passed a resolution during.its con-
vention in Nashville, Tenn., opposing
the formation of the natlonal couneil,

The Flint & Pere Marquette railway
officials of Michigan have signed a con-
tract under which no labor excepting
members of the American Federation
of Labor will be employed in the big -
transfer freight depot at Ludington,
}.\Hch. The company desires to guard
| against further winter strikes.

The results of the secret ballot of
the Miners' Union, in progress at Ish-
:pemlng, Mich., for the last five days,
| was overwhelmingly against a strike.
{ The union officers are almost alone In
desiring a strike, and the attempts last
August and now to get the men to
walk out may Aisrupt the union,

Salter D} * =%~ nnder sen-
tence of deauiwui (rain wrecking dur-:
ing the A, R. U. strike of 1894, has
been reprieved by Gov. Budd of Cali-
fornia, until Feb, 11,

An idea of the importance of the
Chicago beef and pork industry can be
formed from the fact that 41,000 per-
sons are employed in the slaughter
house district of that city. i

In a recent bye-election in a parlia-
mentary district in Belgium the Social-
Ists increased their vote from 1,580 in
1894 to 6,576.

The Socialist parties of Bulgaria and
Poland recently held national conven- |
tions, and the proceedings showed that
the cause ong headway,

British ;
that men “discharged from ‘a-Jobfo;
not belonging td a union, where union-
Ists threaten to’ strike, cannot recover

damages from the organization. The
case has beer fought through the
courts since 1884 and finally came to
the lords.

The department of agriculture esti-
mates the wheat crop of thls country
at 530,000,000 bushels. In 1896 it was
427,684,346; In 'g5, 467,102,947; in '94,
460,267,416; In '93, 396,131,726; in '92,
515,949,000; in '91, 611,800,000,

Socialist sections of Kansas have
formed a state organization. An educa-
tional society, “in which the Soclallst
labor party, the Social Democracy and
independent Soclalist organizations can
effectively combine their work in the
spreading of Soclalistic literature,” was
also formed.

The opening of an extensive addi-
tion to the premises of the United
Co-operative Baking Soclety in South
York street, Glasgow, took place Oct.
23, and was made the occasion of a
demonstration in favor of the “cause.”
Over 1,500 delegates were present from
all parts of Scotland.

The city council of New Haven,
Conn., passed a resolution providing
for a committee to inquire into the
advisability of having the city estab-
lish and conduct a newspaper of its
own,

Prince Dimitri Khilkoy, a Russian
nobleman, has followed the advice of
Count Toistoy and divided his estates
among the peasants, reserving but
seven acres for his own cultivation.

In Victoria (Australia) there fs but
little demand for labor. The Wages
Board, in accordance with the factory
laws, has fixed the minimum wage to
be paid adult males in the boot and
shoe industry at 7s 6d ($1.74) per day
of eight hours, and to females, 18 years
of age and over, the minimum Is
placed at 20s ($4.80) per week of 48
hours. e

The Itallan government {s having
trouble with Socialism in the army. A
recent investigation revealed a secret
organization among the soldiers, and.
a large amount of Soclalist literature
was found in the garrison of Padua,
which resulted in numerous arrests.

The miners of the Durl . Eng:
land, district are evidently beg
to see the light. It was resolved “that
it be a standing order of this council
that none of our agents or
shall support any capitalist candidate
In parliamentary elections agair
labor or trade union candidate.

In New Zealand an elght.
or to be more exact, a 48-
compulsory for all wome

A call has been Issued for the ninth
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A SUGGESTION,
3 By Stuart Churchill,

" An ardent Sociallst, who is also an
~admirer of that tender und true friend
of oppressed humanity, Brother Debs,
sald to me the other day:
© I have dope wasting my time long-
er in propagandp efforts among the
. wery lowly and ighorant. They uare
as inert as putty; and will never of
. thelr own motion arrive at any intel-
ligent concerted action, You fancy you
have them drilled and marching on
an upward trend when, lo! some impor-
; j tant moment arrives and proves how
% ~ Incapable of apprécinting a principle
i : they really are!”
f “That Is a serious charge,” T sald.
iy A 8o you have lost hope for our cause?”
R *Oh, no; but I am convinced that we
have been Iaboring too one-sidedly—
we need to transfer much of our ef-
forts to the great middle ciasses. Of
course there will always be a certain
number of the ‘I am better than thous’
who will fawu upon plutocrats, but the
majority of the formerly well-to-do are
now having their turn; Industrial
changes have humiliated them, driven
them down hill socially as well as
financially: have forced them either
a into the ranks of ‘mere mechanical
: wage earners or of the unemployed;
,and many accustomed to ts and

PREERERERER

others to do as we do. If we sell our
services and the products of our serv-
ices, excluding interest, rent and profit,
from the price charged, very soon noth-
ing will have a price except service”
(see Soc. Dem. No. 34), because “noth-
ing exists which is not subject to com-
petition,” you know.

As you see, “the remedy is simple;”
all you want is “equity;"” get it, and—
presto! the trick is done. i

Now, we Social Democrats do want
this very same equity, as what intelli-
gent and henest man does not? And
we have our plan—independent politi-
cal action aiming at the nationalization
of all the means of production. But
the much-sighing Proudhonian will not
listen. There are two evils in this
world, he claims, and both are gods:
the one is the usual God whose name
we usually write with a capital G; the
other is “a political god.” “When the
people are godless, the state becomes

ever thus,” Therefore, long live com-
petition, and we are kindly given the
brilliant advice not to try “to establish
justice by raising potatoes,” for which
most perspicuous advice grateful pos-
terity will keep its memory of Mr.
Jas.T.R.Green forever green, we assure

just to have stepped out of the pages
of Mr, Tucker's “Liberty,”- notwith-
standing. However, this is not the on-

the refi of life, tdenly find
themselves in real need, with no hope
in gight, The suffering and humilia-
tion is doubly bitter, because wholly
new and unanticipated. Pride prevents
them from open. complaint, but they
are ready to listen to radical sugges-
tions as never hefore in the world's
history."

I believe my friend is right; and I
say to the workers In the cause, go
among the ' ‘“church people.” the
“Christinn  Endeavorers,” the conser-
vative people everywhere, many of
whom are holstering up the cause of
plutocracy, but are not conscious of so
doing; and in a kind but foreible way
bring the truth to their minds and ap-
peal to thelr humanity, Some will re-
main cold,and hard as before, ” but

many converts will be made, and more

. and more, as time goes on.

Yes, the time has indeed arrived
when much effective work can be done
Just where it most needs ta be done,
that is, among the great middle
classes, 5

PROUDHONIAN POETRY.

By M. Zametkin,

1y le of the perspicuity of Mr.
Green's poetical phraseology. Here is
another: *“‘Progress is the result of at-
traction, not of repulsion,” says he, and
leaves it to the reader to guess what at-
traction and what repulsion.
The attraction, for instance,
there undoubtedly exists between a
Pullman apfl a Pinkerton, a trust and

‘| the militia, a capitalist’s heart and a

policeman’s club; or the repulsion that
each and every nation on earth has
ever felt, and still feels, for him whom
they deem their tyrant. Are these the
attractions that result in progress? or
s this the repulsion that did not ald
progress? Or are both these terms used
here in the sense in which they are
employed in physics, mechanies, etc.?
Then they must indeed have a very
{ good claim for a distinguished place in
| sociology.

| But why push the poor man to the
wall with logic when he meant no
harm? To assail metaphor as {f it
{ were argument is altogether too cruel.
| A singing bird’s carol is never an-
i alyzed; it is for admiration only. Then
i let us admire,

{ “Profit is the legitimate result of
i partial conceptions,” sings the bard of

{the middle class. How beautiful!

| What admirable originality of poesy!

a god and formulates religion. It was |

him, this very same advice seeming!

that |

ble to this issue. For twenty years I
have been voting on this line—L e,
have been voting for men who pro-
fessed fealty to certain reforms, and
with what result? Disappointment af-
ter disappoinfment until 1 have grown
heart-sick with the whole business.
What assurance have we that such leg-
islation would be carried out even if
made an igsue dnd a congress elected
fully commited. to its enactment?
Judging the future by the past, we have
no assurance that this old political
shell game will ever be conducted with
any greater degree of fairness. = The
lesson of the past twenty years should
serve us to some purpose in these days
of corporate greed. I am mnot opposed
to the issue you haye named, but you
are going the farthest way around to
reach it. Direct legislation is the short
route. Why seek a fragment when the
whole Is more easily secured? There
are thofisands who would vote for di-
rect legislation who would now oppose
an all legal tender greenback.

But the greenback issue, if secured,
would be at best only the application
of a court plaster to a cancer. Public
ownership of all monopolies is a far
more important one.

The most important thing is the
| thing to secure first. I never expect to
cross the threshold of a voting booth
again unless I can vote for some
change In the present system—simply
voting for men to carry out an issue
has become altogether too monotenous
and profitless. I think I have learned
| something in twenty years. One of
‘the things I have learned is that so-
called representative government is a
lie and a fraud.

If Mr. Webster and the Patriots of
America will make direct leglslation
the issue instead of greenbacks we will
all wish him god-speed and help him
{all we can.

The Patriots of America are accom-
plishing a splendid work, and for this
reason I regret to see such an order
switch off on any single issue, and
above all, on an issue that involves no
fundamental principle. It is time we
were going to the source of our trou-
bles, and by correcting abuses here,
then we may reasonably hope not only
for a just and equitable financial sys-
tem, but for many other badly-needed
reforms. Direct legislation vastly more
than any other issue would bring all
this about, and until we can have a
voice in the laws by which we are gov-
erned greenbacks nor anything else
will materially help the present situa-
tion,

Let us get down to bed-rock, then
our work will amount to something.
Otherwise the situation may become g0
bad that even saltpeter will not save
us. Respectfully,

H. BE: ALLEN,
| Farmer author of “In Hell and the
Way Ont.”

condemn a system you know nothing
about? Why is it that you will not read
the papers that bear the ideas of the
loftiest and grandest men of the world,
who spend their time and inteliect for
YOUR welfare? Is a system of gov-
ernment that will protect your labor
and render you an equivalent for your
toll asking too much? Are those soul-
less monsters who have amassed mil-
lions of dollars, which represent that
much of your sweat and blood your
friends? Do you love to hear of men,
women and little children being driven
trom thelr homes by the ruthless tool
of plutocracy—the law? Are you aware
that you are partly to blame for these
brutal and inhuman injustices that
mock God and intelligent manhood?
Can you not even feel your own degra-
dation? T can even see the mules in
the mine kick up their heels rather
than pull a load that is too heavy for
them. And you will turn up your
noses because a fellow asks you to
even follow the example of a mule?
Fellow slaves, if T have hurt your al-
most petrified feelings by handing each
‘of you a reform paper, or marred the

ty, pardon me, I meant no offense. I

fects of your diseased state of living.
But be of good cheer; I will try to'lift
you up to the level where God intended
all men should be—up to the level of
Liberty. ~

A SOCIALIST EMBLEM.

Mr. Editor:—In your issue of Nov.
18th I notice an article, “Suggestions
for a Symbol,” by W, E, Green. I wish
every person In this county, yes, In the
world, could and would read that arti-
cle or suggestion; and then for one
lennte. in the silence, call their rea-
son into play, and ask themselves what
the “cross” really symbolizes. Friends,
if the cross is not a true symbol of our
present condition, in the name of
heaven and humanity what does it
symbolize?

Reformers had as well float a ban-
ner bearing the plcture of the Gullo-
tine, or the Gallows, the Rack, or the
Stretcher, the Thumb Screw, or Brand-
ing Iron. Al of these relics of the past
were symbols of tyranny, superstition
and ignorance.

Great God of nature! will the people
never reason themselves out of the old
ruts?

No true Socialist can offer any ex-
cuse for believing In capital punish-;
ment; then why and how, in the name |
of reform, can Brother Green ask re-|

will never accept, acknowledge or fol- |
low a symbol of anything but purity.
They will not follow a symbol of war,
but of peace; of ignorance, but of
knoweldge; of superstition, but of rea-

tranquility of your dollar-a-day felicl- |

thought perhaps you could feel the ef-'

Who lived in peace without a king.
The atmosphere the eagle breathed had
filled their very souls with hope,
For liberty’s fair day perceived beyond
the cannon's roar and smoke.
By breath, by sight, by ear and taste,
the red man's freedom came to be,
{That which inspired “the pale-faced
| race from Washington to you and
me."

The white child would represent the
childhood of the new civillzation re-
celying the magnetism and blessings
from those red children of nature; thus
baptized in the arms of the noble, nat-
ural and free, the white child breathes
in the breath of real life and becomes
inspired by the laws of nature which
embrace all intelligence and power, It
holds In its hand the white streamer
(which is emblematic of purity * and

N peace), which is also held by the eagle

—the eagle being typical of freedom

and power. In the middle of the

streamer let us write “Freedom.”
Then, as a new nation, as a broth-

flag is the symbol of love, truth, nat-
ural law, natural man, power, purity,
jand peace,
{ In conclusion let me quote Brother
Green, who said: “It seems to me that
nothing could be more appropriate
than for the Social Democracy to act
upon that suggestion and make the
‘cross’ its emblem, with the great cry
of the people in the early crusades,
‘God wills it a part of the design."”

According to the history of the ear-
ly crusades It is a recorded fact that
they failed. The fact that they carried
the cross and the Inscription, “God
wills 1t,” did not work to their advan-
tage.

Comrades, those who demand free-
dom, who demand a true and sclentific

thing that has been an emblem of fail-
ure or death.
| Let our emblem and symbols be nat-
‘ural, true and beautiful.

If we mean reform let us show it by
iour works. Let us leave the world
| better than we found it. Man Is nct
{vet finished, and can never be under
i the cross. Jesus was all right; he was
a Soclalist; we have no fight with his
good work, but the cross was a barbar-
ous instrument of torture and belongs
' in the dead past.
i W. J. McCONNELL.
Dallas, Texas.

SINGLE TAX AND SOCIALISM.

Mr. Editor: I would like to shake

formers to accept, or adopt, as their | hands with Mr. J. C. Frost, who wrote r
emblem a symbol of Death? The An-| so clear and logical an exposition of |tered by, and with the consent of the
archists, whom our brother criticises, | the relations between single tax and

Soclalism.

It is remarkable that the idea of co-

operation between Socialists and Sin-
gle Taxers should be receiving atten-
| tion In so many quarters. I have seen

oly, let us unite in the work which lies
right before us, using the best tools
and the best fellow workmen we can
get, without waiting to argue out what
ought to be done afterwards.

3 SINGLE TAXER.
Torento, Canada.

AN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION.

Mr. Editor:—In preparing and edu-
cating ourselves for ble mem-

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION
Closing Article. ?

In speaking of the simpie Single
Vote without transfer, an omission was
made which I desire to remedy now;
that is, there was no mention of what
is to be done to prevent undue scatter-
ing of the votes when a large number
of candidates contest a few seats. If,
for instance, seven or eight candidates

bership in the coming Co-operative
Commonwealth the following outline
method for eonducting educational so-
cial meetings for that purpose is sug-
gested:

Such meetings should be conducted
as adult kindergarten schools for the
elucidation and study of the principles
enunciated by the “Brotherhood of the
Co-operative  C wealth,” = The
“Soclal Democracy of America,” and
the “Union Reform League,” all of
which have the same end in view, and
it is hoped will culminate in the estab-

three seats, there would prob-
ably be such a scattering and tying as
to make the result very unsatisfactory,
in the absence of some provision for
lessening the number of candidates.

This difficulty can be met by exclud-
ing the candldate or candidates having
the lowest number of votes on the first
‘ballot, and then taking a second bal-
Jot with the reduced humber. -Some
general rule would be required. The
following is suggested as meeting the
case:

“In the event of the number of can-
didates being double or more than

lishment of a Co-operative C

erhood, we will understand that this{wealth,

The primary object of holding such
meetings is to obtain a better under-
standing of the principles referred to,
and a more thorough education of our
membership In the fundamental, bed-
rock principles of Liberty, Equality
and Fraternity. But this French
“formula’ should be reversed by rec-
ognizing our Fraternal relations and
obligations first, which would lead us
to discover and establish conditions
that would secure Equality, the result
of which would insure to us Liberty!

In conducting such meetings, as an
educational kindergarten school, all ar-
bitrary authority, as such, which may
have been imposed upon us from out
the dead past, in the shape of constitu-
tions, by-laws, parliamentary rules,

civilization, cannot afford to adopt any- | and established precedents, should be

entirely discarded. We should depend
upon voluntary co-operation only, and
that induced by the attraction and ap-
preciation of our principles, and such
gentle and kind persuasion as would
encourage and inspire the timid and
diffident to take an active part in our
educational exercises, rather than upon
any official organization, with its of-
ficial dictation and arbitrary ruling,
whether by the use of parliamentary
rules and long-established precedents,
or by any other political device what-
ever. No importation from past or
present political party's machinery, In-
vented to establish and uphold “boss
rule,” should be tolerated or permitted
as an “entering wedge” for disaster
later on. tite

Mutual criticism, kindiy adminis-
criticized, will better supply all the
governing and official steering that may
be found necessary.

The “fittest” will naturally gravitate
to the front, and to all responsible po-
sitlons, whenever needed, on the princi-

double the ber to be el
ballotings shall be taken. After the
first balloting the scrutineer shall ex-
¢lude the candidate or candidates at
the bottom of the poll untll there re-
main one less than double the number
of seats; and then take a second bal-
loting on the candidates that remain.”

This means that with three seats to
be filled the candidates would be re-
duced to five; with four seats, sevem
candidates; with five seats, nine can-
didates, etc. This would remove all
difficulty.

Ties in the excluding process may be
determined either by voluntary retire-
ment or by an extra balloting. Before
taking the extra ballot, exclude any
candidate or candidates below those
who tie.

THE SIMPLEX TRANSFER.

A plan has been suggested called
“The Simplex Transfer Vote, or Modi-
fied Hare Plan,” which may be found
to fill the bill better than the Single
Vote. It is as follows:

In the Hare system there dre two
classes of transferred votes, namely:
(1) Ballots transferred from candidates
who have more votes than are neces-
sary for thelr election; (2) Ballots
transferred from candidates who have
so few votes that they'cannot be elect-
ed. It Is the former class of transfers
that causes most of the elaboration of
the Hare sgystem, and makes it some-
what difficult of use in small elections,
unless the scrutineers have very care-
fully studied it.

The suggestion is therefore made
that the transfer of surplus votes
should be omitted, and that the only
transfer should be of votes given to de-
feated candidates,

Every vote would then be given to
some candidate who was elected. The
process would be quite simple, there
being no need to ascertain the quota
or distribute any votes by chance or by

ted, two .

Your strict logician and conscientious
scientist, after years of laborious and
careful research, has at last .reached
the truth, that profit is unpaid labor—
a robbery of the many by the few., But

elaborate calculation, It would also
be a good iraining for the operation of
the full Hare system, which could be
built on it at any time,

The only weakness in it is that a

ple that he or she who is greatest
among us, that is, most useful, will
make it manifest and prove their capa-
bility by voluntarily performing the
most important services.

son; of faith, but of fact; of hell, but | MANY letters on the subject. The Na-
of beaven: of Death, but of Life; and | tional Single Taxer of Minneapolis Is
they recognize the man of Galilee as an | the organ of the Single Tax movement,
elder brother, and holds strong anti-Socialist views;
!yet that many of its readers dissent

As the thumbscrew of capitalism is,
in the course of bourgeols everts, turned
tighter and still tighter on the alowly
but surely vanishing middle class, the

ny DAILY EXPERIENCE.

By F. W. Lemon.

moment at length arrives when the
troubles and worries of the smaller ex-
ploiters of labor make themselves felt
as a soclal evil, but no longer as the
ceidental ili-luck of | the Individual;
then they take the shape of and are
heard in a sigh——the sigh for the by-
gone days when Competition, with a
capital C, was in the ascendancy—
which, alas! it no longer is, and the
smaller cut-throat more frequently
than now had the chance to grab at
his dear neighbor's purse.

The malden charms of the virgin,
Competition, having thus gone, and the
lashes of the Trust being meanwhile
1ald on with an ever-increasing zest.
this old maid’s sigh for the lost chance
grows aver more piteous as the trust-
ification of all industry becomes more
and more pltiless, and the good old
times recede still further into antiqui-

ty.

Now, it seems to be a law of nature
that <7hat cannot be had is intensely
craved; the more intensely, indeed, the
lesser the chance is of ever gratifying
this craving. Also, the further re-
moved is antiquity, the easier it grows

i of idealization. Add to this the trite

i proposition that sighing and dreaming
: are so much sweeter and easier withal
than hard, earnest study, and the fact

is at once disclosed that, under the giv-

en circumstances, nothing is a more

iRah ok the sweet and lackadaisical, though
b i sad bard of the middle class, strum-
e ming away on his now obsolete and
cracked ‘harp, the melancholy refrain
of the gntiquated mald—the refrain,
namely,yof regrétting barrenness and
barren regrets,

A pitiable sight this; a sight capable
of touching the kind heart to the quick!
and sickening, too! But thus it js; nor
can It be otherwis¢. Hence Proudhon
and Stirner and Andrews. Poor men,
o they were ever

guggests none of your matter-of-course
redllsm or sclentific precision, which
are ever on the alert and eager for the
words best fitted to express exactly a
given idea, so that no room be left for
doubt or unwarranted interpretation,
being, on the contrary, ever replete
with ambiguous metaphor and flowery
o bosl. As to the few still surviving fol-
' lowers of these propounders of “La
- Misere de La Philosophie’—may hea-
ven help them! for, save the poesy of
phraseology, they have learned noth-
ing from their teachers—mnot even the
true ring which {s heard, with such dis-
tinet and trying painfulness, in Proud-
hon’s sighing for the bygone relgn of
competition now almost wholly de-
throned. |

To llustrate: .
‘Here 19 a Mr, Jas. T. R. Green. Since
those fools, the Soclal Democrats, do
pay their dues to support & paper ad-
yocating their views, why should not

e of Proudhonian Romanticism abuse
ity of the editor and take
of the free (communistic,
1 the caption "From

Jooking backward!,
Hence the poetic romanticism of their
writings: even their very phraseology |

tion? says the poet, and, nothing
daunted, on he goes with his song, as
follows:

“Perceiving the incompetency of this
half-conceived god (the poet means
here the usual God), many very wise
people have set up another altar, at
which they sent up burnt offerings and
incense to a political god"—all of which
must certainly refer to very great an-
tiquity, for, in historic times, all po-
litical institutions and all forms of gov-
ernment were fought for, and
duced and maintained by people to
whom, in an incalenlable majority of
cases, the absolute competency of God

or doubted.

To say “when the people are godless
the state becomes a god and formu-
lates religion’ is not to deduct gener-

toric times, there never once was a
| people that was godless; there always
| were people who were penniless and
helpless and despairing, but godless
inever! Of that commodity, sir, there
| always has been plenty and to spare.
! Then go on with your singing and in-
| venting, oh, bard of the Proudhonian
! school! Much harm you
while of some use yon may be: in the
| enervating excitation of a vigorous and
| energetic agitation for Independent Po-

| ization of All the Means of Produc-
| tion,
The overworked comrade sometimes
| needs a mild soporific to lull him to
| his night’s rest; he shall then read thy
| stories of “godless people,” *legitimate
results of partial conceptions,” attrac-
| tions and repulsions of justice and po-
| tatoes, etc., ete. But let him be careful.
lest too large a doge cause him to over-
sleap, himself.

AN OPEN LETTER.

| To E. B. Webster, National Treasurer,
' Patriots of America. :

‘ My Dear Sir—Since you have adver-
tised for 100 men to join:hands, heads
and hearts for the purpose of making
GREENBACGKS-—A NATIONAL PA-
PER MONEY-—the issue in 1900,” I take
this' method of replying to your.person-
al appeal to me, for the reason that
many members of the*Social Democra-
cy may be interested in a farmer's
view of the matter.

Suppose that the plan you have so
Ingeniously devised of securing “fifty
able writers to co-operate in founding
a publication” to urge this issue would
operate exactly as you haye set forth,
and accomplish all you claim, what real
advantage would be gained? Do yon
belleve for o moment that with a per-
fect system of finance the masses can
be prosperous while other conditions

“what is there in a'name" or defini- |

intro- |

was sacred dogma, never to be disputed |

alities, but to invent them; for, In his- !

cannot do, !

{  There are intervals during the day
‘iwhlch make me wish for Socialism,
| These are times when I am sitting on
an oid powder keg eating n plece ot bad
bread and drinking some bad tea that
has for a skim floating on its surface—
dust—not cream. My shirt s cold and
wet from the sweat of my body; and 1
have a clammy feeling all over.

| I gaze around the dark and dismal
ihell for some bright star of hope, but
| nothing save the gloom of my stifling
glave pen responds to my longing
hopes. My heart beats fast from the
excessive strain of the most brutal toil,
and my soul rebels against the misery
it bears in its overheated temple.

My heart at times grows fevered to
{excess by the multiplied thousands of
| thoughts—the work of an overthinking
!brain. No rest! Not even when my
day’'s abuse of the body is done. Just
as the glorious light of day Is carried
off on the wing of time, and the silent
spread of darkness hushes the anima-
tion of life, I emerge from the dark pit
in time to take a farewell glance at the
departing day. 1 inhale some fresh
air, breathe a heavy sigh, and wend my
way to my miserable lodgings.

Hesitatingly 1 enter a dirty old wash
shanty, where dirty rags are a special-
ty, hanging in greasy profusion around
an old stove which sometimes is

natural growth on the body politic than | litica] Action Aiming at the National- | warmed by a fire within, and at other

times neglected, g
{1 take a bath, don cleaner clothes,
‘and once more appear to the night (for
it 1s now dark) like a civilized being.
! My thoughts and hopes are once more
{brought into play; this time wishing
| for some little pastime so that T may
enjoy the few remaining hounrs before
| bedtime, ‘

I often wish I could hear some-nice
music (for T am very fond of it) or gaze
| at some heautiful pictures (for 1 love
art), or read in the soulful feelings of
some true poet—the being who feels
| the most—the illimitable growth of
{life! And just while I am musing on
! such a trio of glorious desires the ring-
ing of a bell announces supper, the
boarders make & rush on the field of
grub, and the scene of consuming the
coarsest of food imaginable lasts in the
nelghborhood of about ten or fifteen
minutes. This done, my fellow board-
ers light thelr pipes and smoke and
play cards the rest of the evening.

The other night I received a bundle
of “Appeal to Reason" from the good
and kind-hearted Comrade 'W. C. Clun-
ison, of Warrenton, Mo., and these I
distributed among the men whom I
have aforementioned. They gazed at
the papers with glazed eyes, and It was
pititul to look at their visiges while
they made a faint attempt to amuse

thelr conditions of life, i
Some of them said they did not fa

uch, and that we would never get it,

do them any good,

themselves reading facts 'concerning | .',

Soolalism, claiming it was asking too |
at least they chl_memlt would never |

Jesus did not carry the cross of his
own free will, but was forced to do so.
No doubt he would have preferred the
bitter cup of Socrates, but he had not
hig chotee, @186 Wiyt should he haye
said, “Oh, God, why hast thou forsaken
me?"

He died on the cross, because it was
the mode of capital punishment of that
age, established by a government of
force and not a co-operative brother-
hood.

The question of a suitable flag or
symbol for Social Democracy is no
doubt in order, but the American peo-
ple, or people of other countries, who
know what freedom means, and who
will make the necessary sacrifice to
obtain freedom, will not follow a relic
(as is the cross) of the dark and awful
age of undeveloped, uncivilized animal
man,

Instead of the cross, allow me to
suggest the following design:

The American flag topmost, in mem-
ory of the framers of the Declaration
of Independence. Under this the Red
Flag of Socialism, with a mellow morn-
ing sun in the center, At the staff end
an Indian brave and squaw holding in
their arms a white child. At the op-
posite . end the American eagle. From
the eagle’s beak a pure white streamer
across the sun and wrapped carelessly
about the Indians and the child,

The Red Flag represents labor and
the people. Red signifies warmth, af-
fection, love, truth.

The mellow sun would signify the
dawn of a new era, a new civilization,

The Indians would represent the
North American aborigines,

‘UThey saw a free and noble race, with
long black hair and copper skin,

Without law or creed in freedom's
grace,

| with Soclalists.
in New South Wales, Australia, con-
' tained in the last issue a letter of sim-
5 ilar character.
| Socialists want to destroy land mo-
;nopoly. Single Taxers have made a
specialty of a plan which they think
!is the easlest and simplest way to kill
{ land monopoly as dead as a door nall.
' The sensible thing for Socialists to do
is to examine this Single Tax plan in
an unprejudiced and thorough way. If
it really is the best weapon against
| land monopoly, let Socialists not only
| wield it themselves but strengthen the
| hands of those who are mow dealing
| swinging blows with It. ‘What earthly
| difference does it make that there is
| a difterence of opinion as to whether
competition or full government owner-
| ship in the future is the right thing?
Most Single Taxers favor govern-
ment ownership of rallroads, tele-
graphs, street cars and similar natural
| monopolies. Tt will be a big enough
| job to get these things nationalized.
| When that is done we can fight out
the question whether anything else is
! to be nationalized. The mines would
probably have to be, any way.

i 1 write as a Single Taxer who does|”

not want and does not believe in the
! nationalization of all means of produc-
| tion and dlstributfon: but I see no use
in arguing that question now. There is
| Herculean work ahead before tha:
| qiiestion comes -up for decision by the
! public. 'When that time comes we
: shall have a new point of view, a stand-
point on reforms already accomplished,
{and will be in a better position to judge
| of what is really needed.
| Therefore, brother haters of monop-
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‘ APPLICATION

TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD :

County of

& Sttt Rl i

F_OR A LOCAL BRANCH OF THE

Social Democracy of America

3 Dear Sirs —~The -uonipd respectfully petition for a Charter for a Local

. Branch of the Social Democracy fo be instituted at i Sk

FOR CHARTER ’

R N R e el

!oﬂ’r"ua(‘unhn. i

from this exclusiveness is seen by the
| fact that almost every issue contalns
some letter in the line of co-operating
Another Single Tax
|'paper, published by a friend of mine

Any regulations necessary to facili-
tate progress, promote order and dis-
patch business, may be improvised
whenever needed and dispensed with as
readlly. But me less the veuer, IS
law is beiter than too much law.
For each to become a law unto them-
selves is the ideal state.

There will be no fees or dues for
membership. Volentary contributions
will be accepted to defray expenses.
All who can freely accept, and cor-
dially endorse such a simple plan for
conducting an educational campaign,
can be cordially invited ¢o become
members of the social kindergarten
and participate in the endeavor to more
fully and thoroughly understand the
principles of a ‘“socialism” that In-
cludes the moral and ethical, as well as
the material and economical side of
human wants, by simply permitting
the record of thelr names.

Not in opposition to any; but entire-
1y independent of all official organiza-
tions whatever, we, the undersigned,
assume the entire responsibility of es-
tablishing, conducting and maintaining
an adult kindergarten school as here
outlined.  (Names of Membera.)

" M. E.-MORSE.

San Francisco,

LINCOLN'S PROPHECY,
By. A, AL 'l‘nn;\—:r,— Oakley, Idaho,

When will men of sense and reason,
AMen 1 1 of wisd:
Think and act as common brothers,
Think and act as one together,
For the grand and noble purpose

Of obtaining greater b

For the masses of the people.

Nepd we have one class of poople

To oppress all other classes,

To enslave and make them paupers,
Rid them of all earthly comforts,

That the rich man's sons and daughters
Need not soll their dainty fingers,
Never need engage in labor?

SBurely it was not Intended

By a God of love and mercy,

By a good and wise creator

That one portion of His children
Should defraud and rob the others;
Take from them by leglalation,

By a legal mode of stealing,

‘| That which God and nature gave them

For their happiness intended.

Do our nation’s wealth-producers,
Sons of toll and Knights of Labor,
Those who are the working masses—
Those who bear the nation's burdens,
“Toiling In the rain or sunshine,

Get rewarded for their labor?

Has not money mastered labor,
Made of it a slave and servant,
Crushed It as a tyrant crushes
Those beneath the rod of terror.

Lincoln foresaw and predicted
crists,

popular man might draw too many
votes from friends or associates; but
experience shows that such a case Is
exceptional; and if difficulty be found
- this TEsSPECt; it can be met by after-
wards enlarging the plan till it be-
comes the full Hare system,

The method of the Simplex Transfer
is the same ag that of the Election of
Single Officers, with these two excep-
tions:

1. Instead of writing or marking all
the candidates, the voter writes or
marks on his ballot, in the order of his
choice, as many of the.candidates as
there are members to be elected.

2. In counting the votes, instead of
excluding till only one candidate is
left, you exclude until five candidates
remain, and these are thereby elected.

THE SWISS FREE LIST.

Under the heading ‘‘Merits and De-
merits,” 1 am sorry to notice that I
omitted the merits of the Swiss Free
List, and gave only the demerits, I now
desire to remedy this omission, by re-
peating the objections to, and stating
the advantages of, the system, as fol-
lows:

The strongegt objections to the Swiss
Free List are, (1) the waste of votes
by not utilizing all votes given for re-
jected candidates: and (2) the some-
what hap-hazard way in which seats
are got by meaus of the “remainders.”
On the other hand, it has the substan-
tial merits of great simplicity and of
being actually used as part of the gov-
ernment machinery in Europe; whilst
it shares with the Gove System the
great advantage of having a method of
transferring votes which any citizen
can work out for himse]f at every elec-
tion. I speak of “‘transferring votes.”
This transfer is of course ‘indirect in
the Swiss Free List; but the effect of
dividing a party’s votes by the quota s
really to give a weaker candidate the
benefit of the surplus votes cast for a
stronger candidate of the same party,

CLOSING WORDS.

~We are sometimes told that the
American people have political freedom
but not industriai freedom. That is a
mistake. They have neither political
nor industrial freedom. They are delud-
ed with the shadow of political power,
.whilst the party machine has the sub-
stance. Let them smash the machine
with the two big hammers called Di-
rect Legislation and Proportional Rep-
resentation. Then they will have both
political power and political freedom.

e —

The essence of slavery is in getting
IRt e iy In getting

slavery be by means of the ownership
of the bodies of men, the ownership of

|land on which and from which they

must live, of of a dollar which repre-
sents wealth i{nstead of service.—The

| Bauitist. i Hos
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CHAPTER L

. The onvention.
We are in the United States of Ves-

_peria, and more particulaly in the large
" and magnificent city

of Lakopolis,
which boasts of buildings reaching in-
to the sky and of many hundrad thou-
sands of inhabitants. many of whom
are studying the difficult problems of
living on air and the glory of being
citizens of the most glorious republic
of the universe; and of a very small
band of millionaires, studying the even
more difficult art of finding digestion
for the thousands of tidbits dally
tempting their overwrought stomachs.

Lakopolis Is very large; so we make
it a point to be more particular yet,
and state that we flud ourselves in a
modest hall void of all the trappings
and’ paraphernalia  generally distin-
guishing halls devoted to the holding
of public gatherings. We visit the hall
to witness the proceedings generally
connected with such gatherings, the
one in question being a convention of
the class commonly called the lower:
in other words there are no great poll-
ticians there, no governors of states,
no prime ministers, no judges of Su-
preme Courts, no nabobsg, no aspirants
to offices within the gift the people,

We notice that the reader looks dis-
gusted, and his gestures Indicate a
strong desire to withdraw, in response
to which we merely shrug our shoul-
ders, reminding him with that indiffer-
enco bred by sang froid that this is a
free country, and that we shall certain-
1y not resort to coaxing to secure his
stay. We shall remain, and, taking a
seal at the reporters’ table, sharpen
both our wits and our pencil to take
in the surroundings and sketch them
for the benefit of parties having a
different, not to say better, taste.

‘What we see is this:

The hall hblds about five hundred
persons, and is filled to {ts utmost ca-
pacity, Those present belong to both
gexes, the males, however, predomin-
ating in numbers so as to form about
two-thirds of the assembly. Ali are
plainly dressed, even the gentle sex, a
circumstance causing the reader, and
even w personally, to open our eyes
glightly wider in surprise.

Our surprise, however, does not last,
or rather it gives way to another; for,
as our glance wanders over the assem-
blage, we mark a more than ordinary
intelligence on every brow. The eyes
shine with a fire which is catching,
causing our pulse to beat more rapid-
ly, and an ever increasing feeling of
expectancy to fill our soul. Now our
glance wanders to the platform or ros-
trum devoted to the reception of the
party or parties destined to play the
role of orators in the convention. It
holds but one person just now, but our
glance no sooner reaches him than it
stops there as If riveted.

It js a man we see, a man of about
thirty, tall and slender, possesged of
no uncommon comeliness of features,
and yet more than ordinarily attrac-
tive, or rather faseinating. “How does
he look?” you ask. We might reply:
“What is the difference? When you
gaze at a fine picture it is not the
frame that claims your attention."”

But we know the pecnliarities of the
general reader too well to object, and
will therefore state that the man on
the platform is fully six feet tall and
more than ordinarily slender. His
hair is brown, and his beardless face
is of fair complexion. His nose ls
slightly aquiline and descends to a
pair of compact lips, free from sensual- |
ity but betraying firmness and deter-
mination. His blue eyes form the

* most attractive feature of an other-

wise ordinary face. They might well
‘be cor.pared to the bottomless foun-
tain whose limpid waters create expec-
tations and suggest possibilities,

The man is plainly dressed in gray,
and his thoughtful eyes at this mo-
ment wander dreamily over the as-
gembly, fascinating every individual,
to judge from the breathless silence
prevailing everywhere and the exult-
ant light in five hundred pairs of eyes,
all fixedly fastened on his counten-
ance. We use the word “fascinating”
advisedly, for we are thus affected;
why we cannot tell. We experience the
sensation of a person approaching for
the first time the Falls of Niagara.
He knows that something grand, some-
thing stupendous s in store for him,
but as yet he only hears the roar of
thunder in the depths below and feels
the earth tremble beneath his feet. We
are. indeed, so lost In expectancy of
something unusual -to occur that we
start when the reader nudges us and
whispers in our ear: “Say, who is that
fellow?" y

As a general thing the author knows
everything, or at least Is expected to,
80 we are heartily ashamed to confess
that, in this instance, we do not know,
and would like to fib out of the dilem-
ma. In this respect, however, we re-
semble the Father of our Country, We
have a little dull hatchet with which
we chop our kindling wood, and—we
cannot tell a lle. So we do the next
best thing, and, turning to the report-
er mear us, propound the same ques-
tion. He casts a withering glance at
us, saying plainly and unmistakably:
“Well, I never! Where do you come
greenhorn,

Hugh Jean Teps."
information to the tudar the man on

‘capable
! lnehmdnlonn.nd ltuthmbreour

Before we have time to impart this |«

that determines its importance. You
need only to axamine the pages of his-
tory to see this truth verified in hun-
dreds of instances. Kings have assem-
bled to settle bagatelles and sages to
wrangle about letters, ‘A Latin proverb
tells us that mountains labor to glve
birth to the ridiculons mouse, while
physical and mental “sparks have
set continents on fire.

“Such mental sparks have changed
Paganism to Christianity, Barbarism
to Civilization, and every discovery,
every invention can be traced to them.
Such a mental spark has now set our
souls on fire and Inspired us with the
ardent desire to extend this spiritual
conflagration all oyer the land. It has
awakened us to the consciousness of
our mission to bring about the funda-
mental social reformation, not only es-
sential to, but absolutely necessary for
the proper development and legitimate
happiness of the human race. Our
social relations are sadly out of
a fact cheerfully acknowledged by all
thinkers, a class lamentably smalf A
small portion of those denying fthis
assertion know better, but as these
jars and contortions of society promote
their interests and selfish aims they
not only wilfully lle on this subject
but liberally pay a venal press to echo
their denial.

“To you it would be more than use-
less to present the causes which have
led fo and are daily Increasing these
lamentable social jars and convulsions,
were it not necessary to proclaim a
platform of our principles, an avowal
of our convictions and intentlons, to
refer to when we are attacked by the
calumny of our enemies and adver-
saries. Permit me, therefore, to repeat
on this occasion, that we believe the
astonishing discoveries and inventions,
on the one hand, and the corrupt
legislation secured by the ever grow-
ing influence of the money power, on
the other, are the main causes of the

deplorable Impoverishment and
wretchedness of the ma]orlt) of the
people.

“The system of competition, which
favors the strong and cunning at the
expense of the feeble and simple-mind-
ed has also much to do with the in-
creasing misery of the masses, poverty
being beyond all dispute a powerful in-
centive to crime.

“In proposing a fundamental refor-
mation of our social system we con-
tcmplate the welfare of the rich as
much as that of the poor. To say
nothing of the undeniable probability
that the constantly increasing misery
of the masses may, nay, undoubtedly
will, cause them to turn eventually
upon their despoilers, logic and rea-
son, as well as experlenca teach us
that a diseased body Tannot possibly
contain a_ healthy head, but that the
disease will eventually reach the head,
subjecting it to suffering in proportion
to its sensitiveness and refinement,

“It is a well established law of na-
ture that progress cannot be obtained
without labor, and that idleness, no
matter whether voluntary or compul-
scry, lowers man and places him at
length on a level with the brute. It
is, therefore, our intention to inaugu-
rate a system where all must work,
thus paying their just tribute to so-
ciety, but at the same time reducing
the hours of labor to the minimum,
leaving ample time for both improve-
ment and recreation. Protracted study
and long reflection have convinced us
that our purpose can only be attained
by giving an object lesson to those who
are willfully blind or maliciously hos-
tile, and it is for such a purpose that
this convention has been called. An
old adage says that ‘to see is to be-
lieve,’ and when I repeat that we have
gathered to discuss the best mode. of
practicalizing the best thoughts of the
deepest thinkers and most unselfish
philanthropists of the age, my claim of
the stupendous importance of our en-
deavors at once steps into a light so
brililant that only malice or stubborn-
ness can fail to see its justice. I might
dwell on the perils in store for our
race, perils intensifying every day; but
time presses, and as words are merely
the seeds from which action must
spring to prove its usefulness, I pass
over to an outline sketch of the meas-
ures which, in my humble opinion, are
necessary to execute our plans.

“You know that there are many
thousands of workers in this country |,
who clamor for employment, but who
cannot find it; workers who feel the
pangs of want and hunger now, and
who are compelled to gaze' upon a
future infinitely darker yet.
object is to secure work for these
wretched sufferers, doubly wretched
because those dear to. them share in
their privations.

“As long as the demoniac system of
competition endures there is no hope

for these sufferers, and our efforts

must ‘herefore be directed to the abol-
ishment of that system and the inau-
guration of another more just, more
humane; = svstem where the Interest
of one 1§ the interest of all; where
every member of soclety doing his fair|
share of its work shall also recelve his
fall share of profit and enjoyment.
‘An equitable mtm of mﬁm
is the only one ‘ot fulfilling

Our main|

| “Pnysical compulsion is out of the

question; for not only do we form a

‘i small minority of the people, but com-|
/| pulsion Is a two-edged sword which'

wounds both parties and must eventu-|
ally fall in its purpose. Tt is, in fact,
the method of warfare employed by our
foes, a method to which they triumph-
antly and threateningly point, but
which will before long recoil upon
them and destroy them, if we do not
succeed in saving them by saving the
race. s
“Yet we neéd power, political
power, to give our object lesson; and
as we are too weak to use the entire
a schoolroomywe must con-
tions to a section. I need

Tn states are still in the
e of devel t, pos-

choicest land\and undeveloped natural
resources infinité In extent, awaiting
only the touch of industry to spring
into glorious life, It is my opinion
that one of these thinly settled west-
ern states should be chosen for our
theater of action. By sending an army
of ten or twenty thousand intelligent,
sober, industrious men into one of
them we could in a short time gain per-
fect control of its politics, and so re-
model its constitution as to inaugurate
a Co-operative Commonwealth, and
thus a new era of happiness and pros-
perity.

“Happiness, my friends, is conta-
gicus., Let the people of the United

r, | States of Vesperia once see the gold-

en age established In our section and
they will turn a deaf ear to the wall-
ings of a mercenary press, and imitate
an example which they were taught|c®
to anathematize. 1 have already re-
ceived offers from several of these
states, assuring me of the hearty co-
operation of the inhabitants, making
our task comparatively easy. You
know the verse which informs us that
‘westward the course of empire takes
its way.” This is in a measure true.
Energy, enterprise and intelligence
universally induce men to Improve
their material conditions, and it is
therefore no mere hallucination which
makes us belleve that we shall find a
hearty co-operation in the western
state which, after mature deliberation,
we shall select as the arena of our
penceful struggle.”

There were no storms of applause
nor clapping of hands when the speak-
er ceased. It is the shallow brook,
coquetting with boulders or jumping
over ledges, which does the prattling;
the deep river sllently pursues ° its
course, unless violent storms lash it
into fury or internal volcanos canse it
to seethe and boll. However, what the
tongue failed to manifest the eye spoke
plainly and unmistakably; for the spir-
itual fire which we lmd before noticed

seesing milfions of acres of the|H

jw or m paln.
know um e earth exists,
is none of mr business why.
can not find ou
Wht it's all mut—
I would but waste time to try,
My life is a brief, brief thing,
am here for a little space,
And while I
I would like, If 1T ma.
To brighten and botter the place.

The trouble, I think, with us all

Is the 1 of hi concelt; .
If each man um:g
He was sent to t

To make it a bit more
How easily rignt au wrong,
If nobody sl lrked
And each one worked

To help his lellom along.

Cease wnnderlng why you came;
top looklne for faults and flaws;
Rise up to-day
In ’?‘our pride -nd Bay.
art of the first great cause,

However full the world,

There is room for an earnest man;
t had need of me
Or I would not be—

I am here to strengthen the plan.'*

—Ella Wheeler Wllcox in Form,

SOME CONCLUSIONS OF STATISTI-
CIANS AS TO THE MISFOR-
TUNES OF THE POOR.

Various attempts have been made re-
cently to get at the causes of poverty
by means of statistics. In’ Europe pau-
pers are defined to be those who re-

ceive aid from government or charita-
ble funds. The proportion of paupers
to the whole population is highest in
England, 28 per 1,000. In Scotland it
is 24, in Ireland 23, in Holland 20, in
Italy 10, in Austria 8, in France 8, and
in Germany 7. There is no similar di-
vision made officially in the TUnited
States, and, taking the country through
the proportion here is less, probably,
than 2 per 1,000, says the New York
Sun. When il comes, however, to the
causes of poverty the American stati-
sticlans are, so to speak, right id line
with what some persons would call
their conjectures, but’ what they de-
geribe as their conclusions. Thus, of
10 cases of poverty, 11 per cent are
chargeable to drink in excess, 21.3 per
cent to what the statisticians call “mis-
conduct,” a rather vague designation
for unwise or reprehensible acts; 28,5
per cent to lack of work or inadequate
pay for work done, or insufficient, half-
time employment, and most of the re-
mainder to “misfortune.”

What particular distinction the sta-
tisticians are able to establish be-
tween “misconduct” and “misfortune”
is not easlily stated, for some acts of

i duct are clearly due to misfor-

burned more int ly, and imagi
tion almost enabled one to hear l.he
crackling of the electric sparks as they
flew from orb to orb.

The conyvention now went into com-
mittee of the whole, plunging with
commendable zeal into the discussion
of the measures necessary to set the
momentous ball a-rolling. Such work
is ‘unquestionably hard, and as the
average reader thinks he has done his
full share in reading our story we will
spare him the labor and merely report
results,

The deliberations were long and pro-
tracted, and at times quite spirited.
Even these delegates had not climbed
the mountain of Soclalism to the top
and their more advanced mates had
to do considerable lifting and shoving
to get them finally to the plain, where
paradise stood revealed in the distance,

After six hours of hard work the or-
ganization was at last perfected. The
title chosen for the fraternity was “The
Soclal Democracy of Vesperia.” Branch
lodges were to be organized in every
corner of the Union, and to these
branches was entrusted the important
business of raising the needful funds
and spreading the new gospel in thelir
respective sections. The branch lodges
were to elect officers to conduct the
contemplated meetings, and also dele-
gates for future conventions, when
such should b y¥. These
delegates were then to elect a board of
directors with power to conduct the fu-
ture operations, and this board was
empowered to choose a committee of
half & dozen men charged with the su-
pervision of the industrial army to be
sent to the chosen arema. The selec-
tion of the fleld of operations was al-
together a matter of too much impor-
tance to be made at the spur of the mo-
ment, for which reason the convention
adjourned without settling this mo-
mentous question.

As we shall meet our new friends
frequently in'the near future, we may
now leave them, to journey to Plutopo-
lis, where clouds are rising on the so-
cial horizon, threatening to cripple if
not prevent the execution of the
scheme just now reported.

(To be oonmmed.).

PRIVATE PKOPERTY.

Some years ago a company made an
overland trip through the west. The
guide was one Rattlesnake Pete. As
the party journeyed they became very
thirsty, for in certain parts of Arizona
water is very scarce.  All day long
they journeyed, and animals and men
were nigh perishing, when lo! it was
as the gulde had foretold—they
reached a cooling spring where .tHe
water gushed forth from under a great
rock. But there was a man there with
a rifie in his hands and two plstols in
his belt, and this man sald he owned
the spring. His price for water was a
dollar a bucket, so our friends pur-
ohlod water, and drank, and gave it
to the animals. Rattlesnake Pete re-
marked as he went away, to the gen-
tleman who owned the water: “Any

‘mwhojnnp-ouotcoaw-'

tune, and many instances of misfor-
tune are directiy traceable to miscon-
duct, but the statisticlans do not con-
cern themselves with such trifles as
call “broad propositions,” and one of
thesé, They only deal with what they
them, Charles Booth of East London,
has ascertained by investigation that
in the poorer districts of the British
capital exactly 13 per cent of those
male or femaie adults who are a charge
either upon the government or upon
others for reasons not arising from
physical causes owe their indigence to
drink, though it has been observed by
some travelers in East London (and
travelers who are not statisticians) that
the absence of drink Is at times a more
poignant cause of visible distress than
is unbridled indulgence in ale, porter
or bitter beer. *

London spends $6,000,000 a year for
the relief of the needy, Paris $4,500,000,
Vienna $3,000,000, and Berlin $2,000,-
000. Greater New York will spend ap-
proximately $2,500,000.

THE COURTS CONTROL THE
WEALTH.

The Clrcuit Court of Cincinnatl has
decided that members of the Musi-
clans' Assoclation who were expelled
for violating the rules and scale of
prices must be reinstated. A few
months ago a member of the chamber
of commerce was fined and expelled for
violation of the constitution of that
organization. He went before the same
court to compel his reinstatement. The
court, whose mission seems to be to
protect those who are best able to pro-
tect themselves, flatly refused to try
the case, and denied the complalnant
a hearing, on the grounds that one who
had violated the constitution of the
chamber of commerce was not entitled
to a trial beyond that given by the or-
ganization whose rules had been vio-
lated. 'Which of these positions Is
right does not matter so far as the
point we wish to make is concerned,
and that is that there is one law for
the rich and another for the poor.
Very few men will deny that this Is
true in a measure, but even the mem-
bers of the labor organizations who
have had many bitter experiences of
this kind, do not realize to what extent
our courts are dominated by the power
of wealth and partisanship. It is get-
ting so that a jury of men free from
control can hardly be selected in our
courts in this country, and if matters
continue to grow worse at the same
rate they have been going for the past
twenty years we might as well aban-
don the whole judiclary system. And

ﬂn:the]oboﬂthn‘mmthm
mou!'malouymh ecessary, and
‘barely possible that the whole

REPORT OF RECEIPTS.
Amount previously acknowl-
$1,207.45
s 214

0. A. Lank, Branch 3 of Ind... 8.5
B, B. Ernard, Brianch 3 olt

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE.

All official correspondence for the
Colonization Commission of the Social
Democracy of America should he ad-
dressed to the secretary of the Com-
mission, Cyrus Field Willard. All per-
sons corresponding with the Commis-
sion who have not received answers to
letters during the absence of the secre-
tary in the West, will do well to ad-
dress him stating nature of former let-
ters, so that matters may be satisfac-
torily settled.

THE NEW YEAR.

What has the New Year In store for
Social Democracy?

This question must be one that is
asked by every member of our organ-
ization that now stretches from New
England’s rock-bound coast to farthest
California’s olive-crowned shore.

Particularly is this the case of those
who believe in the idea of colonizing
or concentrating Soclalists. They are
thinking with intentness and looking
forward with hope to the time when
this work of concentration shall be-
gin.

In this work of concentration we
are met with the arguments of an-
other school of action and these argu-
ments have a certain degree of plausi-
bility until they are examined, when
their fallacy becomes plain.

These arguments can be classified
under two heads. The first is that col-
onies have never succeeded and hence
they never can. The second point,
and the one that has some force with
those inclined to think superficially, is
contained in the statement that it is
better to have all the Soclalists dif-
fused hrough the country or rather as
they more vaguely put it, it is better
to have the ideas of Socialism perme-
ating the social system everywhere
than to have them withdrawn to any
given locality. This is a sample of the
old laissez-faire loose style of think-
ing when “capital” and “labor” were
used for “capitalist” and “laborer.”

It is good to have the ideas of So-
cialism, permeating the whole social
structure. They are doing that any-
way. But there is an old saying that
it is better to be a live dog than a
dead lion.

It is better also to be a live Socialist
iu a colony than a dead blacklisted So-
clalist starved to death in a large city.
Ask the people In Ruskin whether they
are doing better work there or as in-
dividuals diffused in a large city, and
thé answer will come quick enough.
Che $500 it costs to become a mem-
Le. of that colony would be exhausted
in two years in Chicago paying board
at $5 a week and there would be noth-
ing to show for it, while in Ruskin
they have their living and an insur-
ance of future livelihood,

There is another point from which to
look at it. Take the 60 members of
Ruskin and scatter them all over the
United States and their influence
would hardly be felt. Concentrate
them in Ruskin as has been done and
they have advanced the cause of So-
clalism to a tremendous extent. Their
town as a colony is the source of com-
ment and of inquiry, of advertisement
of Socialism and of aid to the same,
It would be impossible to get out their
paper, the Common Nation, if they
were diffused through the body politic.
By these Socialists concentrating they
are able to get out this paper which
does much to. diffuse the ideas of So-
cialism through the body politic and
make more Soclalists than if the ones
who are now getting out the
paper were half starving, in
gome populous center pm&-lbed
and only daring to talk So-
clalism .in under tones to their fel-
low workers. Those Soclalists who op-
pose the concentration of Socialists in
a colony are illogical and working
against thelr own ideas. They believe
in co-operation and the Co-operative
Commonwealth, with ita subdivision of
labor, and yet they oppose it practl-
call

1y.

They will tell you thln we will not
go back from the subdivision of labor
and that ten men working co-opera-
tively can produce more than ten
times the product of one's work.

Yet when it comes to propaganda
they do not seem to believe in this, but
advocate the old individualistic theory
of each one preaching his Ideas
through the social organism in his
own egotistic way with the chance of
‘being starved to death or silenced by
the controllers of the means and {n-
struments of employment. When we
propose to take the labor needed and
place It on idle land possessing the
necessary natural resources and there
Imnd up & co-operative system entire-
ly divorced from the outside competi-

l COLONIZATIOKI DEPARTMENT &

oot CYRUS FIELD WILLARD, EDITOR
‘\!lZA‘I‘IOV COMMISSION — CoL. Ricuax Hixrox,
RIAND, Treasurer. Cyrus Fisin W:d’.un.&:wur;m"

Another t.hlns th:t m nood discus-
slon, is how to lay out the colonies to

X! the best advantage, ‘We claim to be

'l‘ho arrant nonsense of this line of
reasoning would, if carried to its logi-
cal conclusion, destroy the organiza-
tions formed to spread Soclalism and
now supported by the meager cash
contributions of the poor, If the lat-
ter were employed constantly in pro-
ducing wealth the expenditure of cash
would be reduced to a minimum, This
leads into a province which is too ex-
tended to consider at present, There
are many who are opposed to our plan
of concentrating Socialists who oppose
it because they were not consulted be-
forehand or had not thought of it, Oth-
ers say colonles never have succeeded
and never will. To those who say this
the only answer necessary {s, “You are
not acquainted with the facts. Go and
study up before you make any more
statements like that.” The history of
American colony efforts shows a tre-
mendous accumulation of wealth and
if we Socialists had it now we would
make a tremendous propaganda for
Socialism. This we will do, too, in
the coming new year.
ONE WAY TO HELP.

In our work we are in these days of
dollars and cents obliged to depend on
our members to send in their contri-
butions. We are like men who are
employed to-do certain work because
our members are not able or are pre-
vented from various reasons from do-
ing this work themselves. “Pay what
you can” is the only engagement as to
recompense,

It s rather embarrassing in the per-
sonal sense to be speaking to our mem-
bers continually to send in their con-
tributions. In another and higher
sense it is not. This is a great and
holy work that has been imposed on
us, and It.is our duty to see that the
members should do their duty in the
one important thing just now, and that
is to provide the funds necessary for
the preliminary work.

Remember this when you-look at
your Co-operative Box and, remem-
bering, act.

SUGGESTIONS FOR COLONY WORK

The letter of Comrade Shore in the
Soclal Democrat of Dec. 2 has opened
a field for other suggestions along the
same line.

I had previously planned the matter
of transportation llke this: Get as
many cars chartered as would be re-
quired to convey the comrades and
their families to their destination. In
this way we could doubtless get the
average fare much cheaper than it
would be to purchase singe trip tickets,
then let those who are able to pay for
single trip tickets, pay that amount;
others who cannot pay that amount
pay as much as they can. In this way
probably enough money could be
ralsed to take thosz who are not able
to pay ‘anything ulong free.

Comrade Shore's way of advertising
the Social Democracy is certainly an
admirable one, but circumstances may
necessitate the quickest way as the
most expedient.

The severity of the weather in the
northern part of the United States
will render starting, by wagon route,
before the first of May inadvisable. It
will probably require three months for
those in the extreme east to make the
trip, so that they would reach their
destination before August. If those
already on the ground can seed enough
to sustain all during the following win-
ter, then by all means let us take the
wagon route,

The money otherwise expended In
car fare could then be Iinvested in
horses and wagons, which would be
s0 much real wealth added to the col-
ony on our arrival. But if those in {he
colony could not plant enough to go
around, then the presence of the new-
comers in the eolony would be re-
quired in the early spring, and a rail-
road trip would be the most advisable.

economic people, not in the absurd

sense of living on flapjacks and saw-

dust pudding, but in the sense of galn-
ing the greatest possible advantage

with the least amount of manual la- .

bor. ;

I have had a plan ' formulated for
several years, and if the Social Demo-
crat can allow space, I will briefly
outline its main features: Divide the
land into farms, say two miles square,
then divide these farms each into four

‘or five large flelds. This would avold

the use of the manifold fences com-
mon on smaller farms. The laber and
materials commonly expended in
bullding fences could then be utilized
in bullding better dwellings, school-
houses and other useful buildings.
Large fields would justify = the ex-
mense of using the most Iimproved
machinery.  Locate the building as
near the center as possible, and run
roads parallel or in hilly countries as

nearly parallel to each other as possi- «

ble, and others also parallel to each
other in crossing the former at right
angles.

These roads could be graded as la-
bor could be secured, then macad-
amized and finally tracks laid and the
use of horses in carrying on traffic be-
tween the colonies entirely discarded.

SAMUEL POET.

A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

To all our members weighed down
with poverty and sorrow we wish &
Happy New Year.

We mean to make the effort, and
soon, too, to provide a happy new year
for many of our brothers now in eit-
jes' slums and bowed down in poverty.
There are millions of men in this
country able to do anything of all
trades and calling, anxious to work
yet unable to find it. They are starv-
ing in sight of unused land which if
permitted to use would at least pro-
duce something from the bosom of our
great mother which would keep them
from starving.

Some say, “We will change all this
when we get the majority of votes.”
It may be so, but in the meantime our
brothers will have starved or commit-
ted suicide. It is only nine days to

starvation and they cannot wait. »

While not undervaluing the neces-
sity of political action, yet it Is a con-
dition and not a theory that confronts
us.” What are you golng to do with
the “out of works"” in the meantime?
Let them starve? They are our broth-
ers and must be assisted now. Hence
the colonization plans of the Social
Democracy.

You cannot talk soclal economics to
2 starving man any more than you can
religion. The first thing is satisty his
animal instincts and then you can talk
philosophy and the beauties of the Co-
operative Commonwealth, g

This i{s the practical work we are
setting out to do, and if the business
negotiations now being ducted mre

St el

successful as they promise to be we

will make for thousands indeed a
Happy New Year.

A GOOD SUGGESTION.

1 would suggest that you call atten-
tion to the folders for dally contribu-
tionr in the home in every issue of the
Social Democrat, because some who
might use them did not see the article
in explanation of the scheme. Others
who did see it neglected the opportu-
nity, some may not have been sub-
scribers -at the time and last but not
least of the reasons is that every hold-
er of such contribution box folder
should see that every issue of the pa-
per contains something to remind him
of the little contribution box.

L. E. HILDEBRAND.

St. Louls, Mo.

I have just received your Daily Fund
Co-operative Box and I am much
pleased with it. I will drop what I can
in it every day. B. W. G.

Lynn, Mass.
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How do you like the Social Democrat
in its new form?

The New Year opens augpiciously for
the Social Democracy. The organiza-
tion exhibits a healthy growth and
prospects for the future are exceeding-
Iy bright.

Section Chicago, 8. L. P, reports the

expulsion of Comrade Fred Witte-
meyer for bhaving joined the Social
Democracy.

Bellamy's “Looking Backward” s

being sold for 10 cents by Henry J3.
Ashplant, 766 Dundas street, London,
Ont. He accepts American stamps,

Comrade M. E. Kleiminger of
Branch 12 hes been appointed agent for
the Social Democrat. Comrade Kleim-
inger {8 a hard worker, and will no
doubt be successful in largely increas-
ing the circulation,of the paper in Chi-
€ago.

Comrade Debs has been at his home
in Terre Haute during the Christmas
holidays. He left on Monday, Jan, 3,
on his organizing trip through the
"south, as outlined in last week's So-
cial Democrat,
ed to result from this trip.

A new branch has been organized at
Manchester, N. H., with Comrade F. G.
Gordon as organizer. Comrade Gordan
is an able worker, and has a national
reputation as a writer on Soclalism.
Our Manchester comrades are to Le
congratulated on securing him as or-
ganizer of their branch.,

The Chicago branches are holdin,
good meetings and are reporting steady
increasc in interest and
The newly founded Central Committe

hag a very interesting program map- |
ped out for propaganda work, and l'wz

officers desire a full attendance at the
next meeting of the committee, Jan.
16. Important busivess will come up
for discussion. :

Interest in the meetings of Branch
1 is steadily maintained, and large
crowds assemble every Sunday in the
spacious hall at 198 East Madison
strdet to listen to the able addresses
of the speakers. Branch 1 is doing
good work, and many persons are join-
ing the Social Democracy as a result
of its meetings.

On Jan. 3 Organizer Lloyd addressed
a large meeting at Scandia hall, Ohlo
and Halsted streets. The meeting was
under the auspices of Carpenters’ union
No. 181, and was very enthusiastic,
The members of Carpenter’s union, No.
181 are nearly all members of Branch
24 of the Social Democracy, situated in
the Seventeenth ward.

Branch No. 6 has secured a large
hall at the corner of Sixty-third street
and Stony Island avenue, where meet-
ings will be held every Thursday even-
ing, Jan. 6 is the date of the first
meeting in the new hall. Members
should note change. and turn out in
force, as there will be an interesting
program.

Comrade J. Friedland of Massachu-
setts Branch No. 1, has removed from
Boston to New York to become busi-
ness manager of Forward, the organ
of the Jewish-speaking Socialists.
Comrade Friedland is an earnest work-
er, and we congratluate our Jewish-
speaking comrades of New York on se-
curing the services of so efficlent a
manager for their paper.

Beginning with the New Year our
Canadian comrades at Toronto, Ont.,
will publish a fortnightly paper called
Citizen and Country, The paper will
seek to awaken interest In the great in-
dustrial questions which are now agl-
tating the world, and will no doubt be
a valuable addition to the reform 1it-
erature of Canada and do much to ad-
vance the cause of Socialism on the
other side of the border. We wish our
Canadian contemporary abundant suc-
cess in the good work. .

ST. LOUIS GREETS NEW YORK.

One of the pleasant features of the
Grand Demonstration given by our
New York comrades on Dec. 12 was the
reading of the following inspiring let-
ter from the United Branches of the
'Social Democracy of St. Louis, Mo.:

Comrades of New York:

‘We teel proud of ihe splendid pm—
ress our movement is making all over

_ the country. We are full of hope and |t

confidence that our glorious

Much good is expecl-;

membership.

'Before the sun rises in the year 1900
America will witness the grandest and
most magnificent spectacle of a power-
ful Socialist movement that will cause
consternation in the ranks of plutoc-
racy and joy and happiness among the
‘masses of the people,

From shore to shore, from the At-
lantic to the Pacific, from north of
Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, the
grand army of Labor and Socialism is
fearlessly marching on to victory and
success,

Comrades of Greater New York:

When these lines are being read to
you from the platform of your festive
hall, please keep in your mind and
feel assured that the St. Louis Com-
rades are with you heart and soul, that
they feel the pride and joy that every
one of you will feel.

‘We are convinced the time will come
when all true Socialists will rally
round the one grand red banner and
fight anitedly the great and noble bat-
tles for the emancipation of the hu-
man race from wage slavery,

The time has come when the Amerl-
can peuple begin to recognize the fact
that Sclentific Soclalism as taught by
our great pioneer, Carl Marx, and as

p | represented by the International Soclal
p | Democracy, wil' be their only nlva'

tion.

The time has come when the toiling
millions will join the Socialist chorus
solemnly and enthusiastically singing:

“For right and truth we strive,
For freedom, life and love;

March. on, march on, our banner
bright

Leads men to life and light.”

We appeal to you, Comrades of

Greater New York, do your duty.

The time has come when every So-
clal Democrat must be a student, an
agitator, an organizer, an educator, a
soldier, of the great social movement
of the 19th century,

Let us teach the American people the
undesiable fact that only by Socialism
and through Social Democracy can we
realize the principles of the American
Declaration of Independence:

“All men are endowed with the in-
alienable right to life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.”

Soon the time will come when hun-
dreds and thousands of men like our
brave comrade and leader, Eugene V.
Debs, will take an active part in arous-
ing the people of this country and pre-
paring the way for the Co-operative
Commonwealth,

So onward, Comrades, onward

What though the road be long,

| Have faith and hope, and courage;

| In principles be strong,

| Though barriers block our progress,
Unite and break them down,

! Sure victory will follow

| And yours will be the crown,

In the name of the Social Democ-
Imy of St. Louis, Mo,
The Local Joint Executive:
FRANK UJKA,
Chairman.
SHERIDAN WEBSTER,
Secretary.
G. A. HOEHN,
N. J. NELSON,
WM. BUESCHE,
W. URBAN,
. C. F. MEIER,
ANTON BARTON,
RUDOLPH ZANER.
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MARTIN VS. SCHILLING.

We clip the following interesting cor-
| respondence  from -the ‘“‘Advance
| Guard” of Dec, 24:*

| C. R. Martin of Tiffin, O., is reported |
| to have written to an Ohio paper:

“I think I have studied the money
question for all there is in it, but when
one gets a clear conception of the fun-
damentals of Socialism he, - wonders
why he did not see it sooner, and re-
grets having wasted so much time on
what are really only patchups.”

Friend Martin was a greenbacker
away back in the seventies, before he
was of age, and it is strange that he
should at this late day make such a
humiliating confession. For it is hu-
miliating to have a man who says he
has studied the money question to say
that it is “really only a patch-up.”

Like many othey superficial students
friend Martin studied only the materi-
al of which money was to be made and
the power of the banks to control it.

But government money means much
more than that. It means the eradica-
tion of that vicious and monstrous evil,
interest that s slowly and surely de-
vouring not only the agricultural and
industrial, but the business classes as
well, for the fattening of the money
kings.

If friend Mart(n will start to study
the money question from this stand-
point, he will find that there is more
in it than he thought there was.

Without interest on money there
could be no millionaires, not even in-
ordinate wealth, and we need no vio-
lent or peaceable revolution to secure
to each individual, no matter what his
trade or profession, the result of his
toll, without paying tribute to the
money lenders and money masters of
the world.—"“Bob"” Schilling's Milwau-
kee Advance, Dec, 11. |

MARTIN'S REPLY.

Editor Advance Guard:—The above
matter appeared in the Milwaukee Ad-
 vance of Dec, 11, and is called out by
your printing my letter In your issue
of November 26. With your permission
I will talk back to my old friend Bob
Schilling, who was one of my precep-
tors in the study of the money question
back In the seventies, and if my con-
fession be “humiliating” he is not en-
tirely blameless. I may be a “superfi-
cial” thinker, and will not argue that
polnt; but will friend Bob accuse Chnr-
ley Bonsall of Salem, Ohio, the home
of the first greenback organization in
the country, of being a “superficial”
thinker on the money question? Hard-
ly. Well, let me inform friend Schil-
ling that Bonsall has become a Soclal-
ist like myself. Reading and reason-
ing does the business. When one
reads only one subject or branch of &
mbjoct.hahboundtobmmw
in spite olothlmull, and this has been

the “financial reforme:,” |

and argue for a condition that will
permit of profits to individuals,

Now, without going into a long dis-
cussfon I want to ask friend Bob what
is the economlic difference between
profits and Interest, which he would
abolish by a scheme of “government
lsmoney?” By way of relaxation and a
little preparation on the subject let
me suggest that he read Bellamy’s new
book *Equality,” and especially the
chapter entitled “Economic Suicide of
the Profit System,” where he will strike
some reasoning which he 11 have
to admit is quite a distance/Trom be-
ing “superficial.”” If he can make the
difference between interest and profit
clear, we may have something more tp
say, and as Populist papers are won-
derfully vold of the old-time snap these
days, we may be able to stir up an in-
terest and learn something while so
doing.

Yours for economic equality,

CHAS. R, MARTIN.

Tiffin, O.

HARD TIMES.

ish the Capitalistic System.

That hard times exist no one will
dispute. That they are world-wide is
admitted by all ‘who have brains
enough to think and read. Poverty,
crime, insanity, misery, dependence
and degradation are the lot of an ever
increasing number of our brothers.
These hard times exist in all coun-
tries, whether high or low tarift, free
trade or no trade, gold standard or sil-
ver standard, and in bimetallic coun-
tries, as well as gold standard coun-
tries, Why do we have hard times?
That is the question, and upon  the
Lright. answer depends the welfare of |
humanity,

No one who has made a deep study
of political economy will deny that the |
times are hard and that they will be
harder. That the rich are growing
richer and the poor are growing poor-
er no man doubts. WIll it always last?
When we know that the present com-

tem Is less than two hundred years old
we will conclude that it is just possible
that this wrong system will some time
give way for a better one,

It is only a question of time under
this system when a few trusts will
own everything in sight. Does any-
body outside of a capitalist desire to
continue this horrible system? They | .re
will not just as soon as they know of
a more just system.
tor will agree that the present system
is a wrong, Why then should we fool
away our valuable time in trying to
reform a vile system? Would it not be
better to wipe it out of existence? We
reformed the slavery issue several
times, but did it help the black man
at all?
tion, a complete change, to free him
from slavery, (He is an industrial
slave to-day, like all the rest of us.)
When the wealth producers get ready
they will change the present system,
not by colning a little more silver, or
having a little less tariff, nor by green-
backs. Remember, that as long as the
capitalist system remains the capital-
ist class will control the money no

system the wealth producer gets only
one-fourth or one-fifth of the wealth
he produces and changing the tariff,
the tax or the financial systems will
not give him more. Do not believe a
thing because I or any one else sald
80 but think it out for yourself. We
must change from the competitive cap-
ltnllsuc system to the Co-operative
Commonwealth and until we do that
hard times will continue,

—F. G. R, Gordon, in the Real Repub-

lie.
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DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES
SOCIAL DEMOCRACY OF
AMERICA

A

Wihnldmtmmenmbomtn
are endowed with certain natural rights,
!among which are life, liberty and happl-
ness, In the light of experience we ftind
that whtie all citizens are equu in theory,
they are not so in fact. While all citizens
have the same rights politically, this po-
litical oqua.u!y is uulm under the pres-
ent system of economic inequality, which
is essentially destructive of life,
and happiness. In 8
cqul.my labor is rob

J’ the developmem of
-ynm n is en.lod the means of self-em
pioymeni
through
prived of the necessaries of life.

To the obvious fact that our despotic
system of economlics 1s the direct opro
site of our democratic system of polit
can be plainly traced t!

:ll.a” bl} oorrumpu’ blic franchl d
8 public proj public franchises an
public functions and holds this, the
ml&huul of nations, in abject dependence.

manual and anul. belng the
of ali wealth an clvﬂmuon.
ll n‘mtully (ouowl thn those who
all labor te ull wealth lhould
enJoy the frult of nulr efforts. But this
is rendered Impossible by the modern sys-
tem of production. Since the discovery
and application of steam and electric
powers and the general Introduction of
machinery In all branches of lndunry. Lh-
industrial operations are ed
ch tic means that but (ew

‘
H
I
|

O

the ndhldutl
on his own account, with
ools, and was the master »f his
now dozens, hundreds and thou-
men work wt'um'
mines. factories, etc., co-operating accord-
ing to the most emclent division of labor,
bul lh-y are not the masters of theilr
P The fruits of this co-operative
Abor lra. in a greal measurs, ‘prrvprltl-

ed by the owners of the men.n- produe
tion, to-wit by the owners of machines,
:l‘slnu. land and the means of transpor-

tem, b: ll‘l-d\lll extingulishing
m- mi?.l 4 eunl{'ly e ve X

eaves but
two classes ln our untry; arge
elu-! of worken uld the small class of

b%m
&
and
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MEETINGS OF
LOCAL BRANCHES
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[Notices of meetings will be publiched
under this head for 25 per mooth.)

CALIFORNIA,

No. 8, San Franclsco, meets every Sun- |
day at 2 p. m, at %9 Market street. The |
general public H invited to attend.

Ng. 8, Bakersfield, meets the first Sun- |
day of cach month, on or before the full|
of the moon, at 2 p. m., In Maltson's |
Hall. I

COLORADO, H

No. 1, Denver, meets every Sunday at 3

p. m., 'Unfon Hall, 1712 Curtis strcet.

ILLINOIS. I

Cook County Central Committee of The
Social Democracy, meets 2d Saturday of
each month at 198 E. Madison street, Chi- |
cago. Corresponding Secretary, Scymuur
S(ndmnn room 54 Trude Bullding,
1 meets every Sunday, 2:30 p.

198 Lusl

m., ut !
Madison street, Chlcago. Good |
speakers, Everybody invited. Free dls-
cussion. Note change of hall.

No. 4, Chicago, meets every Sunday
3 p. m., at 342 South Hnlsled street.
No. 65, meets 2d and 4th Tuesday of each |
month at § o'clock p. m., at Social Hall,
corm-r 113th st. and Michigan ave. Chlu

f

I.ll

Nu 4, (_'hluu.o meets northwest corne: ]
Sixty-third st. and Stony Island n\vl
every Thursday evening at 7:30, !’ubllc!
Invited.

No. 9 meets 2d and 4th Mondays at §
p. m,, (3d street and Centre avenue, Chi-!
cago. Business meeting for members |
only 1st SBunday of each month at 10‘

No. 10 meets every \Vednmduy at 221 N.
Clnrk ulrecl Chlcago, at 8 |
No. 21 meets every first n.ml lhlrd Mon-
days at 8 p. m. at Social Turner Hall, |
Belmont avenue and Paulina street, (,hl-r‘
cago.

No. 2 meets tvcxx

southeast corner Sedgwick and Slegel
streets, Chicago.

lNDIANA
No. 3, Richmond, meets 2d and 4th

We ‘.dmadn) ev unlngs. hall of German Be-
nevolent Soclety, corner 5th and Main

streets.
MASSACHUSETTS.
1, meets every Sunday from G p.

10 p, m. at Homestead Hall, 724
“‘nnhlnglon street, Boston. Mct.ungq for

N

Hu ml.n powor and natural forces are
was' ; ly which makes
‘proﬂt" the only n business.
gunorance and mlury. wn.h all concom-
Iunt evils, are perpetuated by this sys-
whlch makes human labor a ware to

t in the open market, and places
no r value on human life.

ce and Invention are diverted from
melr humtno purposes and made Instru-
ments for the enalavement of men and the
starvation of women and children,

We, therefore, hold that In the natural
course of social evolution, this system,
through the destructive action of lu tall-
ures and crises on the one hand, and the
constructlve tendencies of its trusts and
other capitalistic combinations on the
other, will annihllate the middle class, the
basis upon which this system rests, and
thereby work out its own downfall,

We therefore call upon all honeat citi-
zens to unite under the banner of the
Socinl Democracy of America, so that
we may be ready to oon1uer capitalism by
making use of our political liberty and
& possession of the puhllc power,
uo that we may put an end to the pres-

barous struggle by the uho ition
or caplitalism, the restoration of the land,
and of all the means of production, lrl.n--
portation and distribution, to the ple
as a collective body, and the -ulumuunn
of the co-operative commonwealth for the
present stata of planless production, in-
dustrial war and soclal disorder—a com-
monweaith, which, although It will not
every man equal physically or men-

ties mulitiplied l e modern fac-
tors of clvilization and ultimately in-
augurate the universal brothérhood

The Soclal Democncy of Amer-

of man.
lca will make democracy “the rule of the
the economic
great

le,” a truth, by endin
lubu tion of the overwhel
rity of the people,
ith & view to the immediate rellef of
al shall b ut

purpose one of the stal
to reafter determined, shall
cO tio!

1 an
& the sphere ot our opmunnl until t!
anonulp tive commmwmm
shall be uubll ed.
We also make the following specific
DEMANDS FOR RELIEF:
1. The public ownership of all industries
m;ll‘:uolled by monopolies, trusts and com-

2. The public uwncnhlr of all n‘llnndl.
means o

tel h, teleph
porutlon. eommunluuon. water works,

f“ ts, and all other pub-
l’.ll"h“:u;l:hllo ownership of ul lvld sll
per, {fon and &l other

mines; ofl and gas

elh.
4. Reduction of the hour- of labor In
proportion {on.

and education. Everybody In-
xited. / Business mceung for members
only from 9 p.m. to 10 p.

]\n. 5, Lynn, meets o-vrry Friday at B
. in Woman's Christian Temperatce
cor, Oxford and Washington ste.

i

Hnll

Business last meeting in monlh All oth-
er meetings educational,

MISSOURI.
No. 1, St. Louls. Meets every Friday
at 8 p. m., at 1223 N. Broandway. |

No. 3 meets every 2d and 4th Tucsday |
at 13th and Wyoming sts., St, Louis. Al
Dorn, secretary, 1933 Lamli street. ‘

NEW JERSEY.

\o. 1, meets every Tuesday, Club rooms |
are open for for friends also on Thurs-
day, Saturday and Sunday, 356 Pacific
street, Paterson. |

No. 2 meets every first and third Wed-
nesday evenings at Aurora Hall, 48 Wil-
liam street, Noewark.

No. 4, meets every Thursday at Pro-
gressive Labor Hall, corner Bnrclny and
Montgomery streets, Newark,

NEW, YORK.

The Greater New: York City Central
Committee of the Social Democracy nl
America, meets every Saturday at 5:39
P, m. at 212 East Broadway. Nicholas

Alclmkun' secretary, §T Nassau street,
New York City.,
No. 2, New York City. Meets second

and fourth Wednesdays of ¢ach monih,
at 37 E. Forty-ninth street at § p, m.
I_Frank. chairman.

No, §, New York City. Meets every Fri-
day from § to 11 a. m,, at 51 Ewen stre
Library Hall of the Hebrew Progressive
Association,

No. 6, 12th Assembly District, 8. D,
meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at )\mc-r-
fean Star, No. 112 Clinton street, New
York City. Charles Russianoff, 73 Suffolk
street, secretary.

No. 8, New York City.
day at Sheuker’'s Hall, No. 20 Orchird
street, at 8 p. m. Dr. C. Rayevsky, 97
Rl\lnglun llreel secretary.

0. 9, Tenth Assembly Distriet, New
York City, meets second and fourth Fri-
days of each month at 8§ p. m., Liberty
Hall, 255-257 E. Houston street.
each’ meeting. Samuel Whitehorn, sec-
retary,. care of B. Margolls, 176 Suftolk
street.

No. 10, Buffalo, mbets every Tuesday at
8 p. m, Bchweizer's Hall, 483 Broadway.

No. 16, 324 Assembly District, meets
c\'nry Friday evening at 8 p. m., at 11§ E.

96th street, New York City. Secretary,
Z. Libin, 230 F. 100th street.

OHIO.

No. 2 meets every Monday evening at
8 o'clock, Stengel's Hall, cor. Pearl and
Monroe streets, Cleveland.

PENNSYLVANIA.
No. 1 meets every Sunday and Tuesday

t 8 p. m,,. Co-operml\e Hall, 1125 Poplar
sm

Meets every Fri-
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NEWw Tixx s the fea)

Monetary Refs ieal Culture.
A hundred,
:.f"' lx la'::“m:h'
Prof, . Ely.
Richard T. Ely.
lerbers N. Cason.
"iuu-l.w
qu.um
Abby Morton Diaz.

A lllu.l:‘l{ llnll, ml:;

ohn P.

o.‘l Pittsburg, meets in K. of P, Hall,
318 Fifih avenue, fourth floor, on the sce-
ond and fourth Sundays of each month,

at 2:30 p. m. retary's address, 121
Bedford avenue.

No, 10, Allegheny, meets every Sunday
evening at 242 Beaver avenue, Secretary's
address, 174 Manbatian avenue.

TENNESSEE.

No 1, hnhvllla meets every ‘fu
60234 Church street,

ted.
TEXAS.

esday
at 7 (F Visite
ors cor t-lly “tnvi

'rhundny of each month in Union Men's | cou
Hnll. on Franklin street, between Main
and Travis streets,
. Dnllu, meets every Sund-y nt
Soclal Democracy Hall,

WABHINGTON.

No. 'nnoms. meets every Sunday at
3 p. m, " ry Hall, corner umynna
c nruu. Imeu-dn‘ programme. Pub-
lic cordially Invi

w IBOONBIN

Central Conference, eomyoud of lhl
{executive committeem the
| branches of

cause—or wo'll send

edged

Friday evening, ! 'l,w

: umnd the Rubber Foot and

Houston, meets lzcond and fourth | a4
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HAMILTON CARHARTT & CO.

DETROIT, MICH.

“Get your, dnhz k) ny

The Firm that is mal
UNION

MADE Clolhln‘ Popnhr. g

“THE UNION FOREVER!”

THE UNION-MADE OVERALLS ARE MADE BY

Sweet,Orr& Co.

THE LARGEST OVERALL MANUFACTURERS IN THE WORLD.

GUARANTEED NEVER TO RIP.

If you don’t wear Overalls, you must wear Pants.
You should wear Shirts and you should wear Sack Coats.
They are all the Best that can be made.

Our Brand is on all. INSIST upon our goods. |f your local dealer don't
keep them, then write to ;

SWEET, ORR & CO.

New York Cn.y Newburzh. N. Y.

ARTIFICIAL ARMS AND LEGS

PATENTS OF 1885

Marks' Improved Rubber Hands and Feet are hltnnl in
Actlon, Nolscless in Motion, and the Mos
Durable In Construction,
ot unusual to see men of every vocation wearing one or
}z l‘r‘ﬂ%ﬂll lﬂn. of MARKS' Patents, performing as much ss
men in possess| f all their natural members, aod experiencing
a little or no Inmnvrnicnce.

BOTH LEBS AMPUTATED mnw THE KNEES.
HI— AA A ll:o peas
W eAl
crunhofd blyr the ;:' ro-?cir’;! wh‘?nocoululed ampu-
ta

Chicago, Il

that, [ to realize
the mon that skill and ingenuity could pouibl: do for
me. Inthis I have not been dis-
appointed, for your labors have
;w oK meuw llny feet, und l.lm.
or ractical purposes, m:
n. » 1 well remember ‘:‘w
proud I was when your geniu
laced me in a position in wluch
feonld ind inyouthful sports,
how I availed myself of every ad-
boating,

ating in winter,
went s0 far as to swing my pa:
ner on several occasions in rural

dances. I have always felt that
| your artificial logs were wonders,
nnd anxhl. to be known Lhmuah-

rld b ’Hy g d‘d th e
mk a mrc o
d it.
ask difficalt at nm., bm after mpuwd ntumpu 1 nd; “:-ILI an unSor'” A MEDow CBM.

s She Rubber Foot and M h.’éﬁ"’ K’é"g‘ﬂ‘.’%mﬁ“.’"é‘-ﬂé;:‘b e ey e aey cooalved (b
highest award. They are endorsed nn:huold thn'l.}niudd%-.t?::gl(‘;:mmvomrua&
gm?‘@:’mﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ-&"ﬁ"ﬂ&ﬂ?f.ﬁ:ﬁ J»‘-‘u":’:’n': :1 the world with fit guaran

smsusee A, A, MARKS, 701 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY
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The “Best” Tontc,
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DUCTOR :md all RAIL.
ROAD MEN whose
Nerve and Strength is daily taxed in running their trains,
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MEDICAL
TREATMENT
ON TRIAL

To Any Rellable Man.

Marvelous sppliance and one woath’ l remedies
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all
s S ret
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MRS. WINSLOW'S SOOTHIQQ S\'El P
lmbom used for over FIFTY YE

DAHLBERG'S = |Bd b bilbira

child, soitens the gums, silays all pain, CUKES
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