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THE COMING CONFLICT

PROGRESS NO LONGER POSSIBLE
ALONG COMPETITIVE LINES.

Every Man and Woman Who Believes in Freedom
Should Join the Ranks of Those Work-

That weli-known and earnest worker
in the cause of humanity, Imogene C.
Fales, sends ug the following article.
The necessity for educating people up
to the point of perceiving the Inevita-
ble tendencies of the present system is
one which Social Democrats should
practice and act upon. It is well
brought out by Comrade Fales:—

The philosophy or science of the ey-
olutionary soclal crisis that is agitat-
ing the civilized world and centering
its forces in the United States should
be generally understood.

It can be demonstrated that the pre-
vailing competitive monopolistic order,
known as “the struggle for existence,”
is in its death throes, and that a new
and immeasurably higher social order,
and one that is diametrically opposed
to the present one, is in the first stages
of development.

It is greatly to be deplored that those
who guide and ghape public opinion,
namely, the clergy, have so little
knowledge of sociological laws and
questions, and still Jess knowledge of
the relation that soclology bears to the
ethics of Christianity. The reason of
this ignorance of matters that are vital
to the welfare of the race is not diffi-
cult to find. Tmmersed in theological
disquisitions, and with little regard to
the practical expression of the vital
principles of religion, living on tradi-
tional knowledge, but dead to the
knowledge of the present. Seeing God
in parchments, but not in the unfolding
powers of the human soul, the church
has stood, and still stands, with its face
towards the part incapablé of seeing
the advancing spirit of life and truth
as it expressges itself in the mighty
march of human events,

Hence when the whole civilized
world, but more especially the United
States, have reached a crisis; when de-
velopment 18 no longer possible on
lines prevailing, when the old order of
selfishness, struggle and conflict—the
order that allies men to the animal
creation——has gone as far as it can go,
and nas virtually come to an'end, when
new forces indicative of the higher
qualities of humanity are coming into
play, and new methods and conditions
of life are demanded; when the social

system urged by the all compelling
powers of advancing civilization s,
through strain and stress and diffi-

culty, preparing to adjust itself to the
Golden Rule of Love, and make the in-
terests of men identical, then the
church, the educator of the people,
plants itself on the side of the enemies
of progress, reinforces the baser ele-
ments of humanity, that ever tend to
drag the race downward, and lends its
strength to buttress the wrong, and
prevents the dawning of an era of
peace, good will and fraternity. Im-
movable itself in the midst of progress,
it tries to prevent the progress that is
inevitable. :

The social system is an organism
made up of constantly changing human |
units. Embodying  the advancing
thoughts of humanity, it has moved
from its infantile state of ignorance
and savagery to one of Increasing
knowledge and enlightenment, It has
undergone modification after modifica-
tion, throwing off coarser and cruder
militarism, and
despotic  institutions—whatever, in
fact, that impairs the progress of hu-
manity—until now it stands on the
verge of an entire and radical change
that will sweep away every form of op-
pression and raise the level of the
race.

Co-operation is about to take
place of competition.

This change in the social system is
practically analogous to those thm
have taken place in the natural world.
The same slow evolutionary processes
that have charzcterized inanimate and
animate life upon the globe in the pro-
duction of higher types from lower ones
are now being expressed in the rea}m of
human activities.

Thousands, perchance millions, of
years have been consumed in bringing

the

out of old conditions a new order will
develop. The past has done its work--—
now the blossoming period of humanity
has come.

Competition in giving birth to mo-
nopoly hag signed its own death war-
rant and prepared the way for the
change from the old order to the new.
The child will destroy Its parent, and
will in its turn be destroyed. Back of
the whole movement we discern a war
of principles. Monopély, the culmina-
tion of all that ig evil in organized so-
ciety, is arousing the higher and antag-
onistic elements of human nature.
Those elements are uncongenial, be-
cause they are the expressions of the
infinite truth and justice that the ages
‘have been evolving. il

- Monopoly stands as thé connecting,)
link between the old competitive order
and a new co-operative civilization, It
will be absorbed and its energies trans-
muted into other chanmels.

The combined action of the people

that will annihilate this modern mon-
ster of destruction that threatens to
carry the race back to barbarism.

‘What I desire to carry home to the
minds of men is that this change from
a competitive to a co-operative civiliza-
tion MUST COME. It is rooted in
LAW. It is the outcome of all the in-
terlinked activities of the past, and it
is the fruitage of the present. :

All the vitality, all the momentum of
the ages is pressing this new move-
ment forward to the birth; all the
sophistry and all the anodynes of those
who would smooth things over and
keep them as they are will prove to be
ineffectual.

The hour has come, and the change
will be made.

The reconstructive measures for a
new and higher social order must first
become part of the general education
of the people before they can be suc-
cessfully expressed poiitically. This
great work the Social Democracy of
America is engaged in; it is forming
branches throughout the country, and
sending out able teachers, who are ed-
ueating the people in the basic princi-
ples of soclology.

The appeal is made to every man
and woman whio believes in freedom,
truth and justice to join the ranks of
those who are engaged In the Her-
culean task of effecting a change from
a lower to a higher civilization—a
change that will finally resilt in the
enfranchisement and elevation of the
race,

A Holiday Incident.

Unl:l.l";l.‘:'llll(;? l‘(:-:.‘.l'rzll'“ﬁ(l‘.(“““(;,ll:‘:“ I;:;‘I‘: =
of Clothes Turned Out In Six
Hours and Forty Minutes.

The employes of Mehltretter Bros.,
leading merchant tailors of Buffalo, N.
Y., are all union workingmen. The es-
tablishment, which is one of the largest
between New York and Chicago, has
been unionized in every department,
and is the first of its kind iu Buffalo to
hoist the union colors. A few days ago
Comrade Debs reached Buffalo to deliv-
er an address in the interest of the So-
cial Democracy. Upon his arrival he

| was waited on by John Conschafter in

the name of the employers of Mehltret-
ter Bros., and invited to visit their es*
tablishment. On reaching there he was
received by a committee representing
the Union of Journeymen Tailors, and
informed that it was their desire that
he wear a svit of clothes and overcoat
of their own making as a testimonial
of their appreciation of his services to
trades unifonism and to the cause of la-
bor generally. His measure was then
taken, and the committee assured him
that the suit would be ready before he
left the city. Then all hands pitched
in to break the record. In exactly six
hours and forty minutes after the
measure was taken the suit and over-
coat were finished, and presented to
Comrade Debs in a very neat address
by Wallace B. Bowers, chairman of the
committee representing the employes.
The clothes were a perfect fit, and the
recipient was delighted., Aside from
the usefulness and value of the Christ-
mas present, the incident is cause for
congratulation in’that it is most grat-
ifving to note the appreciation of work-
ingmen of the services of one who has
tried to make their lot a happier one.
Comrade Debs is justly proud of the at-
tachment of the Union tailors of Buf-
falo, of which such substantial proof

| was given by the kindness of the em-

ploves of Mehltretter Bros.” great es-
tablishment.

The Labor Problem.

The Civilization that Renders Man Savage
is Not to be Desired or Encournged.

By :H. S., Geneva Lake.

The labor problem is the great and
overpowering one. It lies at the base
of all righteousness, How the needs of
body and mind shall be secured for all,
by all, is the enigma we are set to solv-
ing.

How well we shall perform our task
remains to be seen. There are some
things which are very apparent, to even
the cgsual observer; one is: many de-
sire much which is neither wholesome
nor necessary; to minister to their de-
sires, some one is put to service, that
labor acting injuriously upon his or
her whole nature. Quite often the per-
son enslaves himself as well as an-
other, and, while we advance towards
the new social order, and shout for
Social Democracy, it appears to me
that it is essential that those among
us who are of philosophic turn should
set ourselves against the revamping of
an old system, in which demoralizing
desires harness our powers to contin-
uously devitalizing states. From the
plains of the nether world is-
sue plaints of such pathos, ut-
tered by the defeated and degraded
as should arrest our thought, and com+
pel us to readjust our labor-hade. The
“eivilization” which renders man say-
age is neither to be desired nor en-
couraged; and if we who sel, ourselves
to the task involved in the formation
of a new state do not eliminate the de-
mons which dwell within, its failure is
only a question of time. Arrogance,

| undue pride, self-glory, lust, unbridled

appetite, and a hundred other shadows,
stalk about our hurrying footsteps.
Fewer wants and purer purposes must
be our ever present thought, as we cast
& backward glance upon the groaning
‘multitude, now ground beneath the
wheels of commerce and caprice.

.

PERUVIAN SOCIALISM

ITS STRENGTH LAY IN ITS CO-
OPERATIVE METHODS.

James Shelden Ingalls Replies to the Critics
and Presents Some Interesting Conclu-
sions Concerning Ancient Peru.

The critics of Socialism will'say with
Prescott that the Peruvian institutions
were inimical to the progress of the in- |
dividual., ‘‘As he was born so he was
to die. He could not add a rood to
his own possessions nor advance him-
self one hair’s breadth in the social
scale.” But under what despotism has |
this not been true in almost equal
measure? It was the despotism of
Peru and not its soclalism that pre-
vented the highest real development of
the individual-—and real development
does not consist either in an accumu-
lation of riches or in being elevated
above our brethren.

Co-operation is one of the most help-
ful and necessary of all the conditions
for true growth. What man of science,
for example, has not profited far more
by the wisdom of others than' by .is
own? He begins his labors, as it were,
where theirs have ended and so shares
in what the wise men of all the ages
have bequeathed to the world.

Despotism has always in greater or
less degree not only denied to the indi- |
vidusal the right to participate in this
wealth of the ages, but has stood be-
tween him and the God-given bounties
of nature, and in the degree in which
this has been done growth and develop-
ment have:been arrested and the real

r

1

man has become a dwarl.

It is despotism and not co-operative
industry or socialism that is the great
enemy of mankind.

But many good men believe that so-
cialism and despotism are inseparable.
For this, however, there is no greater
justification than there is for the be-l
lief of the anarchist that government |
and despotism are inseparable.

If we do not object to government
because of the force incident thereto,
we can  not conslsten'{l)' object to
socialism on the ground of force unless
we can show that the force in the lat-
ter would exceed that in the former.
But so Tar is this from the truth that,
because of the reduction of poverty,
vice and crime under socialism,
force required would be greatly re-
duced and would be confined to much
narrower limits than at present.

To-day tyranny touches man at ev-
ery point, on all planes of activity—
spiritual, mental and physical. It
dominates politics and industry, in-
vades the realms of thought and .too
often assumes to dictate how man
shall worship the Infinite One. Under
socialism the force required would be
almest wholly confined to industry-—
the supplying of cur physical wants—
while in the higher realms of mind and
spirit man wpuld soon be free,

Tyranny could not theu be employed
to acquire wealth, and without wealth
at his disposal the would-be tyrant
would find it almost impossible to ac-
quire power or to retain it if once pos-
sessed.  So that by securing to each
and all an equality of possessions we
remove the Incentive for tyranny in
the realm of thought and when man
can no longer profit by it tyranny “will
disappear. o

But without co-operative“industries
an absolute despotism now seems ine-
vitable, whatever the form of govern-
ment. A few persons are rapidly dem-
onstrating their ability to control our
industries, and by so doing control the
government. If the control of the gov-
ernment is to be vested in those who
control the industries then it must fol-
low that if we would preserve a *‘goy-
ernment of the people, by the people
and for the people” our industries must
be of the people, by the people and for
the people—in other words, all of the
people instead of a part of the people—
must control them,

So long as there must be govern-
ment in some form it were a thousand
times preferable 'that it should pro-
ceed from the will of all rather than
from that of a few, and this without
reference to the wisdom of the few or
the ignorance of the many, For if the
will of all controls, then as all devel-
op the government itself will respond
and express in outward form that de-
velopment. But if one or a few con-
trol, as all develop, owing to greed of
gain or thirst for power, the govern-
ment will not be permitted to take
on a higher or better form and in this
it will resemble the wooden shoe which
refuses to grow as the foot expands.

The revolutions of the past have, in
most instances, been merely the efforts
of growing humanity to burst the shoe,
only to be succeeded by another how-
ever, perhaps a little larger but no less
unylelding than the former one.

There are abundant reasons for say-
ing that the evils of despotism in Peru
were mitigated in large measure by the
co-operative system of fndustry, and
since all authorities substantially agree
with a writer in the ,Encyelopedia
Britannica to the effect that the growth
of their clvilization and institutions
began about five centuries prior to the
conquest, it is manifest that there had
been a very substantial and even sur-
prising general growth of ail the peo-
|P"'. even though under their system

the fo

no individual was able to very great-
1y out-run his companions,

It will not be easy for our critics
to point out any other instance .in
history where a people have emerged
from barbarism and made so great
progress in a like period of time.

It is manifest that in a race in which
all are free to run untrammeled the
contestants will not be go far separated
at the close as they would be were a
part free, a part compelled to carry a
weight of ten pounds, a part twenty,
a part fifty, a part a hundred, and a
part so loaded down.that they could
not run at all, Socialism, controlled
and directed by the will of all would
come nearer realizing the former con-
dition than could be hoped for under
any other system. The conditions last
named are realized under our present
system, except that no one now fs|
wholly free. No one can do his best
who to win a prize must pass over
his brother's prostrate form.

In Peru neither of these conditions
obtained. There all were weighted alike
~~their burden was despotism. But
that their growth was nearer a nat-
ural and healthy growth than is else-
where recorded is demonstrated be:
yond cavil by the fact that they were
“free from vice; there was little in-
sanity and no poverty, and crime was
almost unknown,” for these things are
infallible symptoms of disease in the |
body politic.

But say our critics, “Socialism may |
have been a very fine thing in Peru,
but times and conditions have chang-
ed. Socialism is opposed to the gen-

BUSINESS METHODS

ARE SIMPLY IMPROVEMENTS ON
'OLD FORMS OF PLUNDER.

Transfer of Equivalents is the Only Plan by

Which Exchange Can be CRrried On
Suecessfully and Justly.

“Business is business” is an expres-
sion we often hear now-a-days from
men of affairs by way of apology for
modern methods generally or for in-
sisting on the fulfillment of the harsh
or cruel terms of some contract. Yes,
“business is business,” and its prin-
cipal business, as now conducted, is to
get money or wealth without the
trouble of either produeing it or ren-
dering an equivalent service therefor.

This method of obtaining wealth i
not especially novel, on the contrary
it has been in use from the romotest
ages of aatiquity, but it has not al-
ways been dignified by being ecallad
“business.” In former ages they were
simple-minded enough to
process by its true name—robbery!

There was a time in the evolution of
man when robbery was regarded as
quite the proper thing and was con-
sidered in every way as legitimate as
stealing a railroad, cornering the coal

{market, loaning money at interest or

selling goods at a profit is now. In

that age, as in every succeeding one, |

the “prominent and respectable citi-
zens" have regarded it as derogatory

ius of .our modern institutions.” Yes,
conditions have indeed changed. Those |
were the days of hand production, |
Their tools were few and simple, and
they had no machinery; in these days |
the machine has invaded every indus-
try and comparatively little hand pro-
duction remains; those were the days
of individual production, Each work-
man mastered an entire trade and him-
self produced an entire article. Now

to their dignity to live by their own
labor. “The world owed them a liv-
ing,"” and inasmuch as those who

| produced the wealth were so thought-

less as to fall to voluntarily offer it to
them they proceeded to take it by
force whenever ‘and wherever found.
In “those good old days” the only title
any man had to property of any kiad
was his ability to defend it. If that
failed his title failed. The result was

production in many lines is carried on
in great factories, owned by a few
men, where the finished product must |
pass through many hands and no one |
werkman learns more than his own |
part. A3 machinery increases in ef-
ficiency the demand for manual lnbor‘
rapidly decreases, The result is that
there are millions of men to-day who |
are literally without an occupation— |
the machine has taken their places.

‘Fhree or four centuries ago mo one |
man or combination of men could mo- |
nopolize an entire industry as can be |
done now. But steam and electricity |
have “annihilated space” and what |
John Stuart Mill only a few shert yvears i
ago declared to be an impossibility ls:
already an accomplished fact. In
former days no one in the western
hemisphere, at least, stood between any
man and the soil. If no one would em-
ploy him he could go to Mother Earth
for sustenance. But now the avenues
of production have been monopolized
by a comparatively few and to these
the toiling millions must sue for the
privilege of earning their daily bread |
and fafling to find favor must eat the
bread of charity or starve. Yes, con-
ditions have changed indeed!

Even in those days of isolated indl-
vidual production eo-operation’was far
superior to competitive production, as
the history of Peru abundantly testi- |
fies; now co-operation is not simply
superior—it has become a supreme
economic necessity,

The brotherhood of man and our ob-
ligation to bear one another's burdens
have always been facts in nature and
were taught both by precept and ex-
ample by the great Nazarene, but the
world has turned a deaf ear. Now,
however, “a new commandment” has
appeared in the form of labor-saving
machinery, commanding the toiling
millions in trumpet tones to recognize
those eternal principles or perish from
off the earth,

.Yes, Socialism is opposed to the =en-
ius of modern institutions—it is eter-
nally and unalterably opposed to any
system or -institution whose fruit is
poverty, hunger, rags, prostitution and
death,

The express companies charge the
large daily papers one-half cent a
pound for carrying their papers. Our
Postmaster General wants the postage
rates for newspapers raised to eight
cents a pound. It would be cruel to
suggest that this is a scheme to assist
the strong in oppressing the weak. It
does not seem to have occurred to the
“servants of the people” that an act
of Congress requiring all common car-
riers to give the government as favora-
ble rates as they do any private ship-
pers would not only be just and reason-
able, but would render an increase of
postal rates entirely unnecessary.

In 1894 the department of the in-
terior paid the Bell Telephone Co. an
average (including salary of woman
operator) of $75 to each 'phone. The
department put in a system of its own,
140 lines connecting scattered build-
ings in Washington, and the-cost to
the department now (including extra
electrician and help) is only $10.25 per
‘phone. Still the capitalists tell us
there is no economy in public owner-
ship, i

- Place a Merrle England in the han
of every one of your neighbors. Only
$3.50 per hundred coples. :

! “agitators,”

every man was a warrior and was
his time under arms. The cultivation
of the fields and the care of the flocks
and ‘herds were left principally to
women, boys, and old men,

The “leading citizens” were lovers

and sport, and much of their time fol-

always with an eyve on the ripening
fields or growing flocks of their less
ambitious neighbors, who were con-
tent when unmolested to till the fields
and support themselves by their own
labor.
always sure of an occasional | call
from the members of the aristocracy,

! wkich, strangely enough, generally oc-

curred after the crops had been har-
vested or the flocks and herds fattened
for slaughter. 1If they did not always
give their visitors a “warm reception,
it was because they were not always
appraised in advance of their com-
ing,
Sometimes

broken heads

visitors got only
but

the
for their pains,

‘more often they looted the premises

and carried away everything of value
that struck their faney, even though it
chanced to be a comely maiden.

But at length there arose a class »f
who - taught that all
wealth of right belongs to those who
produce it, and they advocated the or-
ganization of a co-operative society or
government to carry that principle in-
to effect. How preposterous! What
incentive would remain for enterpris-
ing men to rise in the world! Bur,
strange to say, this new doetrine found
favor in the eyes of the people; the
soclety was organized, laws were

passed prohibiting robbery, and after|

a time these laws were enforced, and
then, and not till then, did robbesy
cease to be “respectable.”

live by their own labor? Oh, no! They
had recourse to chattel slavery, It was
a little more trouble. They were noy
compelled to watch and care for their
slaves. But, after all, it served their
purpose, and enabled them to live from
the toil of others. For thousands of
yvears this form of robbery was in
vogue and was considered as eminent-
Iy respectable, and not until our own
day has the civilized world so far rec-
ognized the innate injustice of it as to
abolish it by law.

But do all men now render an equiv-
alent for what they receive? By no
means. Never was there so much levy-
ing of tribute, never so much spolia-
tion, never so much robbery, never was
slavery so nearly universal, as now,
but it is carried on under the more
euphoneous title of “business.”

The motto of the business world
seems to be ‘“‘get wealth—honestly if
you can—but get it.” There ig hardly
a branch of business that has not be-
come rotten to the core. Falsehood
and misrepresentation are its almost
inseparable companions. Adultera-
tions of foods and medicines are all
but universal, and highway robbery
has by the modern trust or monopoly
been reduced to a fine art. What is the
difference in principle whether you are
waylaid and a dollar is taken from you
by force or whether through the mon-
opoly on coal you are compelled to
pay one dollar per ton more than the

 |real value of the service rendered? If

call the |

But these prosaic peaple were !

one is robbery the other is, and one
is no more immoral than the other.

What is needed today is to quicken
and clarify the moral perceptions of
the people and enable them to pene-
trate all shams and detect injustice
whatever its disguise.

It is not the manner of taking that
constitutes the moral Iniquity of rob-
bery; it is the fact of the taking with-
out the rendition of equivalent service,
It is wholly immaterial how that taking
occurs, whether it be barter or trade or
in the name of rent, interest or profit,
or whether the law would call it lar-
ceny, Stripped of all sophistry and all
disguises all alike are robbery. In the
eye of eternal justice every coin is dis-
honest coin that does not represent an
equal service,

i Musings of a Mossback.

Don’t distrust a man just beeause he
wears a broadcloth coat. In these
piping times of peace and prosperity, it
is just as apt to shield an honest heart
as it is to cover a full stomach.

And now we have a bread trust. It
| wouldn't be so bad, but the bread trust
{is controlled by the meat trust, and it

will be rather slim living without ei-
ther,

And now Seattle comes to the front
with employment for the unempioyed.
Prove to the satisfaction of the muni-
cipal judge that you are a hobo or a
isneak thief and he'll give you a job.
‘No honest man need apply. :
| “Woman martyrs of Mammon wor-
ship” is the title a gold "bug organ
gives to women whose husbands are on
the Klondike. As it has always upheld
the “Mammon worship,” don't those
“martyrs” disturb its conscience any?

“Competition is death to monopoly.”
| Nay, friend, If you were running a
{hand cart you would be sure to get
ithe cart before the donkey. Monopoly
'is death to competition. If you don't
| believe it, run up against the Standard
| Ol Company.

It is too bad that those who think

rich {compelled to spend the greater part of | alike cannot get together, but not so

! bad as that those who don't think alike
{do sometimes get together for spoils
jonly. Did it ever oceur to you that
| those who think alike are together?

I like this religion of love idea. It is

{of the chase and of all deeds of valor |& labor of love to knock the stuffing

| out of people and conditions' who are

| lowing the deer, the bear or the wild |® menace.to improvement and stum-
| boar, or in other favorite pastime, but { V1N blocks in the way of progress..

deariy love to give it to them in the
}neck. Your humble servant is strong
jon love,
| Isaw a man on the street corner de-
‘Hberately kick a dog because it was
i well fed and fat while he was neither.
{ Yet, it was the fault of this man, and
‘[othcrs like him, vot the fault of the
| dog at all.
| Men who admit they have been work-
:in;; for reform along a single line for
‘twenty years without any progress
jwant us to stay back and help them.

Why, that isn’t a question of time,
friend, but of eternity.

. Some claim their “single planks” are
a step towards Socialism; but if their
aim is the destruction of the competi-
tive “system,” why not say so? I can-
not see anything so loveable, enticing
and sacred about the present chaotic
condition of things that would stay me
from lifting my hand against it.

The Topeka Advocate says Socialism
could only be placed in operation be-
{¥ond the pearly gates. Well, I haven't
{1un across any authority that pretends
jour prezent system would work even in
| heaven.
| A great many people are making a
‘li-.'in;:" furnishing quack nostrums for
i the diseased body politie, They are
{afraid its cure would throw them out
|of a job. So they are opposed to rad-
lical remedies.

Understand me, T am not defending
{ Socialism. It has never been attacked.
i{The firing of blank cartridges, beating

'fnf tomtoms and explosion of bombs
Did the leading citizens thereaftor|

filled with mud does not constitute an
attack.) Socialism may, with some.
need explanaiion; it does not require
any defense. Its campaign is an ag-
gressive, not a defensive, one. We pro-
pose to “move” immediately upon the
enemy's works, and never fo lay down
our arms until the flag of unconditional
surrender floats from the battlements
of competition, BIGE EDDY.

With West Coast Populist, Seattie,

Washington.

The railroad companies charge the
government sixty-four times as much
as they do the express companies for
the same service. The government
pays eight cents a pound for carrying
the mail; the express companies pay

rying express. This helps to explain
why highway robbery is no longer
“respectable.” The people can be re-
lieved of their spare change in a far
more artistic and gentlemanly manner
and with less personal danger. The
rallroad officials and the politiciang call
it “business.” We may be somewhat
old-fashioned in our notions, but we
think that ‘‘robbery” is the only word
that fits the case. ‘

How much worse would it be for the
government (the people) to buy the
railroads and operate them than for the
people (the government) to buy them
every few years in excessive tolls and
still have no claim to them ?—Appeal to
Reason.

one-eighth of a cent a pound for car-"
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TO ALL LOCAL BRANCHES: Your
attention is called to the following sec-
tion of the constitution: “On or befo:
the 6th day of each month the
er shall remit by postal money order
the monthly dues for current month
the National Council, and each local
branch shall remit the full amount lub
for the entire membership.”

hicago, 1L,

Subseribe for the Social Democrat
and induce your friends to subseribe. |

In ordinary competition one
gain is .molhlrb i0ss.

manis

Czlmmllsm is one uf the processes of
evolution destined to bring a higher or-
der of government, It is rapidly near-
ing its end. N

Socialism is_the necessary and ine\i’- i

the historical evolution
stopped by

itable result of
of society. It cannot be
calling it Utopian,

Charity degrades and debases its re-
cipients; it is inhuman and unjust. M
want not charity, but justice, and the
opportunity to labor for their brend.1

Private property and competition cri*-
ates classes, Socialism, as expressed
through Social Democracy, will destray
classes and unite all humanity in the
bonds of common interest. :

So long as all our productive lndus-
tries are in the hands of a few hungry
sharks the people must expect to be
devoured, Those who vote to continue
such conditions deserve their fate. |

{

Slavery cannot long continue excc-*nl.
it be by and with the consent of the
glaves. When with one voice they t}{'

mand their freedom, no power cdn
withhold it from them.

The delay in filling our orders (q’»r
Merrie England has been very annoy-
ing. but it has been impossible for us
to avoid it. We have at last received
the books from the press in sufficient
quantity to fill all orders, and the books
will be gent out as rapidly as possible.
Send in your orders and they will be
promptly attended to. i

One of the grandest institutions {n
the city of Chicago, if not in the whole
country, is the socialistic public K-
brary, This magnificent institution fiis
an eloquent object lesson of the Iret:-
Jom and thoroughness of the educh-
tional methods that would be univers&xl
under socialism,

The greater the power of productidn
the smaller is the share of the wagze-
worker. The wage-worker in the
United States, where -machinery lis
more highly developed than anywhore
¢lse in the world, gets on the average
about 18 per cent of his net produet.
The share of the English worker is
about 20 per cent; of the Fren¢h
worker 25 per cent, while the worlker
of Italy gets about 40 per cent of Ris
net product.

Beginning with the next issue, im-
provements will be inaugurated in
Social Democrat which we are sure will
be appreciated by our readers. Prpf,
Leonhart's new story will be a very in-
teresting feature which none of dur
comrades can afford to miss, and which
they should take an interest in cireu-
lating as widely as possible. Let pll
the comrades take hold and do th{lr

best to push the circulation of the So-

* ¢ial Democrat.

‘Buy 100 copies of Merrie Engl A
and distribute them among 100 of
acquaintances whp are on. the. fen

Blessed are the righteous minor
for they are the forerunners of
relotm —The Po!nt.u'.-

wu::m;modﬁ:w ;
than human souls are a
labor is llte.”--nav George

| streets, even though, or rather,

If workingmen are still under lhe
impression that they have any politi-
cal influence in the nation the recent
appointment of Judge Paxson to the
Interstate  Commerce  Commission
ought to undeceive them and convince
them of the folly of attempting to gain
any political recognition of their ‘n-
terests by means of ‘‘independent no-
litical action.”

Paxson is one of the most inveter-
ate enemies of labor in the whole
country, and his appointment at the
dictation of the railroads, and against
the protest of the labor organizations,
has more sigpificance than appears on
the surface.

As is well known, there is now sleep-
ing in a committee of the senate an
arbitration bill which has received the
indorsement of the railway labor or-
ganizations of the country. This bill
passed the lower house of the last con-
gress and only escaped becoming law
by the action of one senator,in hold-
ing it up to the senate on a technicai-
ity, and delaying action so that 1d-
journment took place before the bill
could be properly reported from com-
mittee,

This bill will, no doubt, be taken up
and passed by the present congreas.
Under its terms the chairman of the
Interstate Commerce Commission has
wide powers of discretion as to the
administration of the law; . in fact,
whether the law shall be effective or
non-effective virtually depends on him.
With their own man as chairman of
the commission the railroads have
nothing to fear from the passage of
the bill, but may rather gain consid-
erable favor for themgelves among the
middle-clags, goo-goo reformers who
are deploring ‘“the conflict between
capital and labor,” by insisting on its
passage, while the railway labor organ-
izations, whose members are vitally af-
fected by the terms of the bill, are in
no position to protest against its pas-
sage, as they have already indorsed it.
Thus do the poor dupes of working-
men continue to gather the legitimate
fruits of *“independent political ac-
tion."

L - L

For naive arguments against meas-

ures calenlated to reduce the power of
capitalism, that eminently capitalistic
sheet, the Chicago Tribune, stands m
a class by itself.
In a recent editorial captioned “The
Streets Belong to the People,” the
Tribune argues against the folly of
municipal ownership of street railways
from a rather novel standpoint. It
says: “If the city of Chicago were to
own and operate the local street car
lines and charge the same rate of fare
ug the present owners do, the city
would not get more than a small frac-
tion of the profits these owners gel
The operating expenses would swell
enormously., Wages would be ad-
vanced and more men cmployed.”

This is the very argument that gives
strength to the working class demand
for municipal ownership, and the ad-
mission of its truth by a capitalist
journal is rather significant. The
Tribune’s position in this instance is
all the more significant from the fact
that in the same connection it andmifs
that “the streets belong to the people,”
and the fact that the people are robbed
by the corporate manipulators of pub-
liec franchises under the present sys-
tem is greatly deplored. The Tribune
demands a change, and the only argu-
ment it hrings against municipal own-
ership is that the people would not get
the benefit of taking possession of
their own, because “wages would be
advanced and more men employed.”

As an alternative to this dire calam-
ity of more wages and more employ-
ment for workingmen, the Tribune
suggests that *“if the corporations
which want to get the use of the pe)-
ple's streets will pay a fair price and
subject themselves to the reasonable
control of the authorities, those cor-
porations will make moncy if their
affairs are managed with ordinary
business ability, and the city will get
a large revenue. Then the people will
be satisfied and will not be in a staie
of constant irritation over monopolies
that are making millions out of the
unpaid-for use of the people's streets.”

The Tribune is fighting against the
inevitable. Its remedy is chimericel.
The corporations will neither “pay a
fair price” for the use of the streets
nor submit to ‘“reasonable countrol.”
The streets belong to the people, an’l
the people will be satisfied with noth-
ing less than the ownership and oper-
ation of the railways which use the
be-
cause this involves the very thing the
Tribune dreads, namely, “wages would

The beauties of competition are just
now being illustrated by Armour, who
is using it to break down a boycott
placed upon him by the trade union-
ists of Marion, Ind. The boycott was
the result of the trouble between Ar-
mour and the workingmen of Kansas
City, and was enforced so efféctually

| as to seriously interfere with the busi-
| ness of Armour's distributing plant at
i Marion,
| tory for-the trade unionists; the boy-

This was, of course, a vic-

cott accomplished its purpose, and Ar-
‘mour acknowledged the injury to his
‘business by petitioning the trades’
onnncn cof Marion to
thq ban. The petition was not favor-
ably considered, after which Armour
'proceadu ‘to raise the boycott in his
own. ‘way—he is competlnx it out of

be advanced and more men emp)oyed."'

remove |

Opening up' retail markets
and selling meat for ab?ut half the reg-

existence.

ular price. Armour ggets all the busi-
ness, People crowd to Armour’s mar-
kets in such numbers that the police
are called into requisition to keep the
sldewalks clear in front of them, and
the business of the other retailers is
practically ruined. The trade union-
ists are making heroic efforts to pre-
vent people from patronizing the cheap
markets, but their efforts are appar-
ently without avail.’ Evidently the
retailers who have been asgisting ihe
trades’ council to maintain the Armour
boycott are not going to stand quietly
by and see their business ruined by
this sort of warfare, in which they are
at so great a disadvantage, and if the
council expects to continue the boycott
it must meet Armour on his own
ground. It must find a way to sell
meat and groceries to the people (for
Armour is preparing to open retail gro-
cery stores as well as meat markets)
as cheap as Armour sells them. This
is manifestly impossible. In the game
of competition Armour has the best of
the situation and is bound to come out
ahead.

This is but another proof of the fact
that strikes and boycotts can no longer
aid workingmen in their struggle for
humane conditions of existence. There
was a time when these weapons were
of some use, but the march of indus-
try has deprived them of all potency,
and today our great captains of indus-
try have absolutely no fear of either
strike or boycott. Boycotts will be
tolerated as long as they do no harm
to the industries at which they are
aimed, but just as soon as they become
effective they will be crushed, either
by competing them out of existence or
by invoking the law against them.
There is absolutely no hope for work-
ingmen except by making use of the
weapons of socialism.

* - -

It is singular that there is so much
credence given to the common argu-
ments against socialism when there is

50 much evidence in the experience ot
everyday life to refute them. For in-|
stance, the argument that socialism |
would destroy incentive and remove |
all stimulus to production is a \'(-r\l
common one, and it is cne that car-
ries considerable weight, yet it is re-
futed continually by the daily experi-
ences and familiar tendencies of in-
dustry. It is a well authenticated fact
that at the present time the distribu-
tion of a very small share of the pro-|
fits arising from assoclated labor acts
as a tremendous stimulus to each in-
diyvidual producer, and the most stable
and successful businesses of the pres-
ent day are conducted on the profit-
sharing basis; indeed, many optimistic
capitalists, kind of heart, but not post-
ed as to the tendencies of the profit
system, are inclined to regard profit-
sharing as the complete solution of the
industrial problem which is so greatly
perplexing the world,

It has been proved that firms which
set aside a portion of their profits for
division among their employes find the
plan a very profitable one for them-
selves. The men take a greater in-
terest in their work and strive eager-
Iy to increase the common product,
knowing that each individual will be
the gainer as the common product 13
larger. They take better care of ma-
chinery; they guard against waste n
production; they save fuel, light, oil,
material, and in all possible ways seck
to lessen the cost of production, be-
cause each saving means a gain to
them.

It has been proved by the experi-
ments of Leclaire and Godin that in-
ventiveness also is stimulated by a
ghare in the common product. The
workers in these businesses are ever
seeking to discover and apply better
methods of production, and to make
improvements in their machinery so
as to increase the efficiency of thoir
labor.

Now, these facts are beyond dispute,
and if the distribution of a small share
of the profits of industry above ordin-
ary wages will produce such results.
how can it be argued that the distri-
bution of all the profits of industry
will produce the opposite results? Can
it be argued that men will be industri-
ous, careful and inventive when they
get but a fraction of the result of .their
asgociated labor, but will immediately
plunge into sloth, recklessness and
stagnation when they get the whoie
of it? The argument is preposterous
in its absurdity.

s » =

A writer in a recent number of the
Arena, in attempting to prove the fal-
lacy of Socialism, makes this char-
acteristic gbseryation: “The state, as
representln§~the people, becomes the
sole and unlyersal owner of labor and
its products; but don't you see that
you, as an individual, become relative-
ly the servant of everybody else but
yourself? . . . . the state becomes
the taskmaster and you become &
slave. Human nature revolts agalnst
such a drastic form of altruism.” He
laments that Soclalism would abolish
the interdependence of individuals.
Peter would cease to depend on John
for his breadstuffs, and John.wouid
cease to depend on Thomas for his
clothing, ete. Well, what of it?

Who in the world's history do we
revere the most? 1Is it not those who
have consecrated their best eff
the service of their fellow
Where, lndud do we find a m
beautiful type ot th!s tha.n ln H‘

‘being equal?

bert Spencer himself, whom the writer
of the above undoubtedly accepts as
finak authority on all sociological sub-
jects? Hasn't he been the willing
slave of his fellowmen in his efforts
to construct a philosophy for their
guidance? As a matter of fact it is
impossible for any sympathetic and
sane man to avold being the servant
of others, unless he be cast on a desert
island, And more and more is this
true as we grow to realize our rela-
tion to society, Every day we-realize
a growing accountability to sociziy
and the necessity for improving social
co- ditions.  Truly, altruism makes
siives of us, but it is a very noble
and humane form of slavery. The man
who succors the weak and defenseless
may be a servant of the weak, but he
does mnot feel less liberty from .that
fact. Thus in the coming socialistic
state of soclety, so far as we are able
tc guess at its organization, there
would be a broadened sense of account-
ability on the part of the individual.
He would feel that he owed it to so-
ciety to be noble and high mindead,
realizing that to be otherwise would be
to lower the state of social perfection
to just that degree. By the disappear-
ance of the competitive system the
necessity for selfish struggle for the
means of subsistence would be gone
and  the individual could thus allow
his natural altruistic nature to domi
nate his conduct. Man is a social an:-
mal, but our pres'nt system of com-
mercial piracy ava vampirism distorts
that natural bent and makes of life a
never ceasing war between individuals.
With the implements of production
common property, so that each worker
would have the full return of his Ju-
bor, the productive work of the wortd
would be so systematized that we
would have plenty of time to develup
our better natures—our true individ-
uality. Laziness would not displace
thrift, man never works harder thau
when at some self appointed task, as
the Socialist of today has good reasin
to know. If from atavism some mun.-
ber of society chose to loaf, his doing
s0 would be of injury only to himsetf,
in a sense, for he would be loafing at
the expense of no one but himself and
he would be unable to eat unless he
performed enough labor to provide
himself with food. We work today in
order to get food and shelter and n
would be the same under Socialism, ro
far as incentive went. All these hints a:
a coming paternalism need scare no
one, Paternalism might have been pos-
sible in the ignorant past. We are a
reading people today, and people who
| have knowledge cannot long submit
to oppression,

.

As to the interdependence of indi-
vidualg, where is the advantage of
bread and clothes made under private
auspices over the same things made
under public auspices, all other “hiags
We know that a sood
deal of the bread turned out of pri-
vate bakeries today is not fit for food,
and the greater part of the clothing 18
made by sweaters, Publicly baked breard
would be clean and wholesome and of
proper materials. Publicly made clolh-
ing would be of honest materials and
free from the germs of diseased sweat-
ers’ tenement dens.

The claim so often heard that und
Socialism inventive genius would de-
cline, is the worst sort of nonsense,
The supposition is that inventors are
spurred on to their work by the idea
of personal advancement. Such is not
the case, with the possible exception of
petty contrivances made by men in es-
tablishments. As a matter of fact the
genuine inventor centers his whole
mind on the work, in hand and has no
brain tissue left to burn on the com-
mercial altar. This may account for
the fact that an inventor is rarely u
good business man, His mind is cen-
tered on something else. If a list of
the notable inventors of the modern
world could be had with full particu-
lars as to their business affairs the
result would surely show that they
were almost without exception un-
thrifty and even improvident. In fact
it has come to be a by-word that in-
ventors never get rich on their own
inventions, however, those inventions
may have increased the sum of human
knowledge or the wealth of society.
It seems as if the inventive facally
destroys all business caution and
makes the inventor singularly trusi-
ing in others and even childlike.

L

Years ago a farmer in Michigan
named Samuel Faries constructed a
gun on an entirely new principle. He
got a lawyer to get his patent for him
and In the meantime a neighboriog
farmer named Colt called on him and
he showed his model and guilelessly
explained its whole working principle.
The patent office burned down, fruit-
less efforts werd made to get the wuch
delayed patent and shortly af:erward
the Colt revolver, built on the prin-

ciple of the Faries firearm made 1's

appearance, well protected by patent
papers. - Take another case. Jokn
Bachelder was a prosperous membar
of an important firm in New York city.
He was a shrewd and successful busi-
ness man, One day he saw the modcl
of Howe's sewing machine on exhibi-
tion in a show window. The thing
was crude and really worthless except
as a curjosity. The cloth had to be
laboriously placed on a hoop and the
machine sewed round the hoop. It
sewed, it was true, but the work it
performed was utterly worthless from
a commercial standpoint. Mr. Bachel-
der became fired with an ambition 1o
make a sewing machine that would de
valuable work and bring relief to the

people who sewed by hand., He be-|ed. ; :
If you disfranchise one-fifth of the

came so engrossed in his inventing
that he lost the businéss faculty and
withdrew from the firm. Fitting up #

| little machine shop he ‘gave himself

whol Iy the work in hand. When-

cver ‘he mmme a knotty polnt he

told everybody he knew. A man
named Baker began to drop/in and was
very curious as to the progress of the
work. Others also began to frequent
the shop, taking about the same in-
interest in it that a fox would in ths
establishment of a chicken coop, A man
named Grover came disguised and
shortly afterward the Grover & Baker
machine was put on the market, mad«
up almost entirely of the Bachelder ia-
ventions. Howe, Singer and others
visited the shop. Bachelder finally
patented his most notable inventions
that made up his machine, the hori-
zontal table, continuous feed and ver-
tical straight needle, but ways were
found to prove that his patent did not
fully cover these points. He had sunk
the money realized when he sold ont
his interest in the importing firm, five
years of his life had been wasted as
had been also several thousand dollars
he had borrowed. Being in a hole he
finally sold out his rights to an agent
of the Singer people in disguise for a
few thousand dollars and was thus
able to pay back what he had bor-
rowed. Once out of the inventive mood
and thrown on his own resources, Mr.
Bachelder’s business powers came back
to him and in subsequent years e
made two separate fortunes as a man-
ufacturer of woolen and cotton goods.
finally losing the greater part of his
fortune in a panic that swept the Pa-
cific coast. In Mr. Bachelder's case it
is very clearly shown that the ip-
ventive spirit does not really spring
from hope of financial reward, o
much as from a desire to accomplish
something.
LI I

" It is admitted by the English press
that the United States is, and will re-
main, the® cheapest steel producing
country in the world. In view of this
fact does a tariff on steel “protect Am-
erican industry,” or merely assist Mr.
Carnegie and his friends in plunder-
ing the people and acquiring title to
the earth? Our American voters are
on the whole an intelligent lot of fools!
What would you think of the business
men of the country if they were to
voluntarily assist some noted bhurglar
in cracking their own safes? The rob-
bery of the trusts will cease when their
vietims stop assisting them in thoir
arcts of plunder. 2 ,'

Proportional Representation
No. 15.

We continue our criticism of the
method of election known as the “mul-
tiple vote,” as usually employed in the
election of committees, ete. We refer
throughout to the specific case of an
election of a committee of five,

TAKING CHANCES.

A grave objection to the multiple
vote is that it mixes and muddles
things, and brings in a large element
of chance, It is sometimes like throw-
ing dice. There is no telling which
side will come to the top. Many
curious combinations of the five-fold
vote take place. Monopolization of
all the representatives by a mere ma-
jority of the voters may result from
the inherent cussedness of the method
itself, and not from a deliberate or
organized attempt on the part of the
majority,

Then, instead of your being repre-
sented in a clear and definite way by
one distinet delegate on the committee,
you have, so to speak, only a one-fifth
interest in five different delegates, men
necessarily of diverse views and opin-
ion on some subjects that you are in-
terested in. Which idea of representa-
tion is most in accord with common
sense?

Some persons have the idea that a
man's voting power is lessened by giv-
ing him only one vote instead of five.
This is a fallacy. When everybody
else has five votes as well as you, your
additional votes are swamped and neu-
tralized by the additional votes of the
other fellows; so that you get all the
disadvantages of the multiple vote
without any increase of your voting
power, '

MAJORITY AND MINORITY.

It is sometimes said: “Oh, the ma-
Jority must govern.” But to apply that
remark to an election is to suffer from
confusion of thought. Representation
is one thing; government and legisla-
tion is another. First, get a fair rep-
resentation of the voters in your com-
mittee, then let a majority of the rep-
resentatives decide when it comes to
a decision, Yes or No, on any measure.
And there is much to be done in any
governing or executive body besides
the mere Yes and No vote, An intelli-
gent minority of representatives has
great weight and influence; its voice
can be heard; it can fully and fairly
présent the views of the voters whom
it represents; and it can watch the ma-
jority and keep them straight if need
be. These things are the clear rights
of the minority, and they are denied by
the use of the multiple vote.

THE GOLDEN RULE,

Take another illustration, Six or
seven voters out of the thirty are par-
ticular desirous to have a certain man
—sgay Mr. Smith--on that committee.
The other twenty-threg or twenty-four
voters are indifferent or hostile to
Smith, or prefer somebody else. These
six or seven men are one-fifth of the
commitiee, and therefore they are en-
titled by right to one-fifth of the repre-
sentation; that is, one committeeman
out of the five. Under the multiple
vote they are deprived of that right;
that is, they are disfranchised-—de-
prived: of their voting power. Under
proportional representation any candi-
dates having six votes would be elect-

voters in a meeting of thirty men, how
can you reasonably complain of the
disfranchisement of the Socialists who
form one-fifth of the voters in a large
@atrict of thirty thousand? There is

no difference in principle between the
two actions. If it is right to disfran-

chise the six men in the meeting, it is ‘

also right to disfranchise the six thou-
sand in the larger election. In each
case it is a tyrannous usurpation by
the majority. Perhaps it never struck
you in that way?
THE UNIT OF REPRESENTATION.
It may be asked, Why have not one-
sixth of the voters a right to inde-
pendent representation, as well as one-
fiftth? Because only five members are

being elected, and the right of such

representation is limited by the num-
ber of members. If six members were
being elected, then one-sixth of the
voters would have the right to inde-
pendently elect one member.
would then be what is called “the Unit
of Representation.”

The case we are taking is an election
in which the unit of representation is
one-fifth of the electors. Although in
this case a smaller number cannot elect
their own particular man, yet the pro-
portiona] representation single vote
gives them considerable latitude of
choice. z

The trust is doing more to'spread the
gospel of Socialism than all other
teachers of the present day. By demon-
strating on a large scale in actual busi-
ness affairs, the infinite superiority of
co-operative methods over competition,
this most efficient teacher has perform-
ed a lasting service to mankind.

Liberty and civilization are only
fragments of rights wrung from the
strong hands of wealth and book learn-
ing; almost all the great truths relat-
ing to society were not the result of
scholarly meditation, but have been
first heard in the solemn protests of
martyred patriotism and the loud cries
of crushed and struggling labor.—Wen-
dell Phillips,

THE OTHER SIDE.

It may be casy for those with wealth to
sing of the pleasures of life,
wealth means pleasure and come-
fort and ease and others to carry
you through;
given a life with mouths to feed and
the means to be wrung from a
strife,
With every man's hand against you, and

the welght to be carried beside

For

But,

Of the parasites hanging above you,
and the best that you could do,
To endlessly lahor—for what?—for the

leave (e labor on, till you died,
Would you feel that such a life would
be a meed of endless delight?
3ut there is a pleasure and this it Is,
to labor on for the right,

The world is raving, *‘keep still,”
it has ever raved the same;

But thought is rm and the ways 1o be
cleared, s0 we're going to work it
through,

Whoever a coward and faint-heart is, Jet
him cow to the world and--shame!

But whoever has manhood, a warm
heart and strength, w. hose nature is
all true, blue,

Come on,
rough and try
de.

We will go our way cheerily, boys, and
laugh at the world's cold splte; .

For there
to labor on for the right.

1o us;

what good we can

Man never began on the path of progress
to stop when he got thus far.

We have but started; we're going ahead
in splte of the ]»nnlug volee

Of each poor, old croaker, who wheezes
and whines, to whom every straw Is
a bar,

That he cannot get over,
such. We will selze
boys,

And go on mounting the hill of "o]m
where a voice is erying, “Rejoice.

The murn is breaking, the world {8 wak-
ing.” Cheerily send the cry

The world around to the farthest bound,
till it plerces the farthest sky,

Onward, on! Never let up, while a 1y
rant s left in sight;

For there is a pleasure and this it id,
to labor on for the right,

A, EDGERTON.

Away with
the banner,

TWO.
DANA—-PULLMAN.,
The croupler pale rakes the counters in,
At theI game where Death does forever
win;
He gathers them all,
small—
The brawny brain that served a braggart
greed,
The money-man that made all workers'
bleed,
Their hands he calls as in his bag they

be they great or

fall;

What matters now the place they held
£0 proud,

For power and help are lost within the
shroud.

The millions remain, get winnow'd of

grain, .
Both false and foul stands the work of
the train,
For lives that are gone were written in
smoke,
From the pyres of gain all heavy with
pain,
Prest out Um thews of man who loaded
the t
While lhc ll\cs of misery o'er them
broke,

Oct. 20, 1897,

Every man ought to stand in primary
relations with the work of the world,
ought to do it himsell, and not suffer
the accident of his having a purse in
his pocket, or his having been bred to
some dishonorable craft, to sever him
from those duties—and for this reason,
that labor is God's education.—Ruskin.

—Richard J. Hinton.

Agitation is the marshaling of the
conscience of a nation to mould its
laws.—Sir R. Peel.

You can't afford to miss our new edi-
tion of Merrie England; 10 cents will
buy two coples.

They .

we will g0 where the way g """

is a pleasure and this it is,

e v
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. Bible Teaching Up to Date,
By J. Alfred Kingborn-Jones.

“Surely in vain the net is spread In
the sight of any bird."”

‘With this proverl; of Solomon befere
us, we can not but admit that we ure
inferior in sagacity and intelligence to

. the feathered tribe,for the net {8 spread
with brazen boldness in our full sight,
before every election, and we, Labor,
areé caunght in the meshes and the
plucking goes on; the power that
spreads the ne' and manipulates the
strings is the .ivaey monopoly, and
the vast majority of reformers do not
realize the fact that there is only one
way to escape from these foul fowl-
ers.

To prove this statement, take ecur
latest reform magazine, the New Time,
for November, with articles “Represen-
tative Government a ‘Failure,” "“Street
Railways,” “Direct Legislation,"” “Eth-
jcal Aspect of the Labor Problem.”
The reason our government is not rep-
resentative and that we do not oswn
the street railways, or enjoy direct les-
iglation, is because it is against the
interests of the money power that wea
should, and they see to it that we shall
not so long as they hold the reins, and
further, they will not hand over the
guiding lines to the people except by
actual compulsion. Rev. J. Stitt Wil-
son's sermon, “Ethical Aspect of the
Labor Problem,” is, like all the other
articles without a single practical sug-
gestion of means by which to escape

L from our “mutual antagonism, selfisi-
ness and distrust of man with his fei-
low,” as he rightly describes our pres-
ent mode of existence. He says ““the
problem is how to employ all constan !
1y, pay all what they earn, ete." v This|
is not the problem by any means, 1t
is how to allow us to employ ourselves
for ourselyes. How can a man be paid
all he earns? All a man produces is
his. There should he no wages; wages
means underpay for services renderad,
and this means that the result of the
wage-earners’ work is divided bhetween
the man who works and the man who
pays. Latest statistics show the pro-
portion to be nine dollirs to the payer
and one dollar to the paid!! or nine
to the robber and one to his \'h-(.!n..!'
One thing only makes such conditions
possible, the dishonest medinm of ex-
change which has been devized for this
specific purpose.

The reverena says: “i ask any hon-
est observer to look about him today
and see the weak bearing the burdens
of the strong. The very tendency and
aim of our mammonism is to get 1o a
posmnn where others must bear our
burden.”  This is nothing short of
gross hypocerisy from a man of that
class whose living is drawn from the
labor of others, for there are very few
exceptions today who,like Yanl,worked
with his own hands, boasting that he
was mot chargeable to any man. No
parson s competent to advocate re-
form, or worthy of attention if he does,
unless he first takes his own welght off
Labor's back.

Wilson goes on: ‘“Impatiently we
pray and weep and think and Labor (7)
for the kingdom of social justice to
come upon the earth’” It may be
added, and still throw the weight of
their living to swell the social injus-
tice, and further, they would pack up
and rush across the continent to pray
and weep and think and fog the ques-
tion for another lot of sheep if they
can be fleeced ont of $4,000 instead of
a paltry $2,000, the yield of the flock
they leave with affected sorrow, but
according to the “call of God’ (mam-
mor).

This remarkable sermon (New Time
editor's opinion) is nothing but inter-
rogatories, a few statements which are
patent to everyone, a string of texts,
co-operation once named, and “eo-op-
erative industry as the only solution
of the Labor problem,” as the closinug
words, but not one word as to how to
carry it into effect; it is truly a ‘‘re-
markable sermon,” like most paid cler-
ic sermons void of practical common
sense-—the one sentence, “I ask any
honest obgerver to look about him to-
day and seek the weak bearing the
bardens of the strong (parsons); the
very tendency and aim of our (well
put, our) mammonism is to get to a
position (parson or priest) where oth-
ers must bear our burdens,” 15 s0 ie-
markable that any honest obseryer
could not read it without a very hearty
burst of ironical laughter!!!

The whole teaching of the New Tes-
tament is concentrated’ in “God is
love,” and to follow the interrogatory
style, “Is not love created? Is rot
‘Jove developed by encouragement?

Will not love grow if it has natural
conditions?  If love is created, if it
develops and grows naturally from
within, is not a matter of memory, it
can not he taught, can it? If 8o, is not
everyone who is takins pay for teach-
ing love, obulnlng money under false
pretenses? Love of the all sood is
stifled by the love of mammon. Mam-
mon is, toall intents axd purpous, the
result of an \mjust currency, which ai-
Jows and encourages the holder of any

| quantity of money not required for tm-
| meduto use, tofomvothm to Inhor

| 1egislature, two years ago, passed a law
" | the peruonal effects of the Industrious

sl "This proved so well that
| at the eding | ]

the doctrine inculeated by the carpen-
tér's Son, and this can be adopted at
once. It is in use in almost every
state, and then in vain will the false
“shepherds, pelitical or ecclesiastical’
(see Wilson's sermon) spread the net
of ballots or churches in the sight of
any of the scientific labor exchanges,

The Social Democracy colonies will
illustrate the true “ethical aspect of the
Labor problem.”

Christ a Socialist.
By J. 8. Powers, M. D,

In reply to the article of Comrade
Joseph Whitehorn of New York, which
seems to have been written in a friend-
ly spirit of inquiry, and not of eriti-
cism, I would say we believe Christ was
a Socialist because His life and teach-
ings can have no other logical conclu-
sion.

His life was spent in the cause of
humanity. To rescue the perishing and
relieve the suffering, whether of body
or mind, was His meat and drink.

His teaching, to in all things as ye
would that men should do unto you do
ye even so unto them, could not apply
to any other state or condition in this
life than Socialism,

The apostles, His chosen followers to
spread His system in earth, commenced
at once to form Socialistic communi-
ties, in which the law was established
“that he that would not work should
not eat.” These communities were in-
structed to care more for the good of
others (their brethren) than for their
individual selves. History informs us
that this Socialistic form of holding all
things in common existed in all Chris-
tian communities until forbidden by the
decree of Constantine the Great, who
abolished it some flve centuries after
Christ,

Now to the law laid down by our
comrade and his assertion regarding
the conditions of society in the days
of Christ I am compelled to radically
differ: First, as to his law that So-

ciallsm can only have a material foun-|
dation when capitalism is the ;mrcmi
or producer. 1 must think this onn-l
neous from the fact that Socialism has
been. in operation where :npim'mn
could not have been ‘the “producer.,” 1!

{will first mention the ancient govern-

ment pf Peru, a succinet history of
which has bm»n given in the pages of
the Social Democrat, Could capitalism
ever have had anything to do in the
production of that happy government?
Again, we notice the Shakers, the Mor- |
mons, ete,, Socialisms established from
religions views independent of econom-
ic surroundings.

In fact, if we except Peru, of whose
etiological factors we can know noth-
ing, religion has been the vital force of
all practical Socialism, and my dear
comrade, if you will think a moment,
you will discover that many noble men
are active In this movement not be-
cause of capitalism, for its baneful in-
fluences are not reaching them at pres-
ent, but because Christ’s loving spirit
for humanity is prompting them to lay
their all on the altar of Socialism that
others may be benefitted.

Now I will notice the assertion made
that no such conditions existed in the
days of Christ as now. Let the pages
of history decide. Turn to 1st Caesar,
chapter 2, paragraph 6, and read this
language: *“The farms were bought up
by the Roman capitalists and the small
‘holdings were merged into vast es-
tates. Besides this, the public lands
were leased by the senate on easy
terms to persons of political influence,
who by lapse of time came to regard
these lands as their own by right of
occupation.”

Again: "The effect of this nbsorblng
of land into great estates, worked by
slaves, was to crowd free labor into the
large towns, and into Rome above all,
There they found every trade and oc-
cupation filled with slaves, whose labor
only increased the wealth of the capi-
talists,”"—1st Caesar, 2d chapter, Sth
paragraph. Many similar quotations
might be given, but these are enough to
show that capitalism existed in the
days of Christ.

‘Washington.
By G. A. Hubbell.

In a previous letter I spoke about
the importance, as it appeared to me.,
of placing a plank in the political plat-
form of the Social Democracy that is
in no other political platform, viz.:
The abolition of all taxation save that
upon land values. This destroys the
selling value of vast areas of land, and
from land in private hands that has
value it takes: ground rent; a rev-
enue with which upon this free land
the Social Democracy can build its pro-
ductive enterprises.

As Washington, the great general,
demonstrated upon the field of action
his fitness to be the first president of
our nation, so Washington, the great
.state ‘of natural resources, has proved
by its actions in the last few vears its
fitness and willingness to become the
first co-operative commonwealth of our
nation, and of the world. The people
of that state recently came to the con-
clusion that the common habit of un-
nemarﬂy fining and attempting to
fine people  because they produced
gomething was all a mistake. So the

exempting from taxation $300 worth of

' This was the first step of a

Cquently
lare favorably

'ot the eonntry

time an exemption of $500 was made
of the improvements made by the users
of land. This so scared special privi-
lege, and especially gamblers in vacant
land, that an appeal was made to, as a
rule, the devil's last resort, the supreme
court. The supreme court held the law
to be unconstitutional. The people
were shrewd enough not to depend up-
on the supreme court. They passed a
law at the same legislature submitting
to the people an amendment to the con-
stitution, to be voted upon in Novem-
ber, 1898, This amendment, if carried,
will allow local option in matters of
taxation. Then, if one county sees fit
to gradually eliminate one vicious tax
after another from her domain, all oth-
er counties in self defense must follow
suit until every county in the state has
rendered unto its citizens a simpler and
a juster form of government. So must
follow every state in the Union.

Great fear is already upon those of
Washington who wax fat by the mo-
nopolization and non-use of land, the
common storehouse of us all. Land is
now, on this. account, comparatively
cheap there.

Social Democracy men will not have
gained residence soon enough to vote
upon the amendment. They can con-
sole themselves with much else to. do.

The single tax men of Washington,
who are coming our way, are calling
upon their brethren of all the United
States for help. The Brotherhood of
the Co-operative Commonwealth has
taken its stand for freedom in the
state of Washington and is calling up-
on itg brothers of ail the United States
for help.

So why not call out with a ring that
can be heard from Washington to
Washington: Attention! Social Dem-
ocracy! Onward to the state of Wash-
ington, and there let us all stand up
together, brothers all, and fight it out
with the common enemy, if it takes
more than “all summer!”

Symbols and Fusion.

Mr, Editor:—I trust that those true
and earnest comrades who sincerely
seek the betterment of humanity will
not advocate anything in regard to
symbols, emblems or mottoes which
will not be strictly non-sectarian, non-
political and free from all bias and
predjudice,

If anything is adopted it should be
purely significant of man's universal
brotherhood, without any religion, na-
tionality or conntry. This, it seems to
me, is very essential, in order to draw
lall kinds of people towards our move-
“ment.

In this connection allow me to men-
tion a complaint which 1 fre-
hear from those who
disposed towards So-
cial  Democracy, but who yet stand
aloof and outside. These people say:
“I am afraid Debs will fuse with one
or the other of the old parties.. If Debs
would forbid fusing,” ete.

Now, if Mr, Debs would declare him-
self as unalterably opposed to fusion
with either of the old parties under any
and all circumstances it would give
confidence and backbone to the move-
ment so far as these doubters are con-
cerned, Fusion with either of the old
parties has an unsavory smell, and is
the death knell of any party or move-
ment which tries it. It is worse than
leprosy. If there is ever an attempt
made to fuse, or any evidence that the
leaders of the movement are engaged
in any trading scheme with either of
the old parties, that moment confidence
is destroyed in the minds of the intel-
ligent rank and file, and all prospect to
unite the reform element is gone.

E. P. HASSINGER.

Brodhead, 'Wis.

{With regard to the question of‘a
symbol for the Social Democracy, it is
one which will properly come before
the National Council for solution at the
convention next June. There is no
doubt but ‘something of this sort will
be adopted at the proper time, and it
will be in line with ideas of universal
brotherhood, and not caluculated to
cater to ideas of sectarian prejudice, It
is impossible to understand why any
person should hold . aloof from the
movement through fear of fusion with
the old parties, as expressions on this
point have been sufficiently explicit and
forcible not to be misunderstood. There
will be no fusion. On every possible
occasion Comrade Debs has taken the
opportunity to express himself in oppo-
sition to any fusion or compromise. In
his letter published in the Social Dem-
ocrat of Oct. 21st, he said: ‘“We stand
for the complete overthrow of capital-
ism, the abolition of the wage system,
and the colléetive ownership of all the
means of production and distribution;
and the Social Democracy of America,
as a national and international political
and economic organization, will fight
along that line without a shade of fu-
sion or compromise, either as to prin-
ciples or candidates (excepting in case
of an honorable alliance with another
Socialist organization), until victory is
achieved and the Co-operative Com-
monwealth is established.”” This lan-
guage is sufficiently plain, and those
who are afraid of Debs advocating fu-
sion with the old parties may possess
their souls in peace. It should be un-
derstood that the Social Democracy is
much broader than Comrade Debs, and
even if he desired fusion—which he
does not—it is very doubtful if he could
accomplish lt.—-Ed 1

The exports from the United States
during the last fiscal year were the
greatest of any year in the history
of the country, as was also the excess
of exports over imports. Thus, ac-

carding to the protective tariff theory,|
| the last year must have been the most | ¢

Report of Receipts.

Amount previously acknowl-
edged ....... ISR AP veee+$1,186.30
John Hayland ............ 3 5.00
Eli Shore ...... i Eobi .26
A. Tillotson ..... 14
Wilhelm Grund ..... * 1.36
Maurice Walsh .............. ]
Axel Molin, Branch 9 of Illinois.  1.25
L. Zakshesky ....... AR, 1.00
Friend ..... IR RO fa e 5.00
G, RN e linnds P D 1.00
Hary DALORA < «oveh » aowmsinin 1.00
Ed. Erhlich ....... I ) 1 .00
Yomi B, Tueseher. . coerncaesies 2,50
W Oehiert ..viivsasess seepen 1.15
g I S 81,207.4.3

W. P. BORLAND, Treasurer.

The Time For Action.

Before another sixty days are over
it js expected that the colonization
commission will have their band of se-
lected pioneers on their way rejoicing,
h¢wing down trees, making lumber,
building houses, sowing fields, making
roads and performing all the manifold
duties required in breaking ground for
the new commonwealth,

If you who read this have not yet en-
rolled yourself or are not doing somea-
thing in the way of contributing funds
or in other ways, you had better get
about it.

There is a very expressive phmse
now extant, which describes how peo-
ple climb 1n1.o the band wagon as it
passes by and if you are too slow you
may not be able to do even that.

People nowadays talk about the
heroes of the abolition movement and
erect statues to them. The heroes of
the abolition movement to abolish
wage slavery are now with us and per-
haps if you hurry up and get a move
on your children may go around proud
in the fact that their father had a
statue erected to him for heroism.

Stranger things that this  happen.
When the aristocratic mob pulled Gar-
rison through the streets of Boston
who thought then that his statue would
be adorning the dristocratic part of
Boston in less than thirty years and his
son would be addressing public meet-
ings as a somebody, principally because
he is the son of his father.

You also can be a hero or a clod.
Which will you be? If you intend to
be something more than a clod you
will have to do something. Words are
nice things but the man who performs
is of more account than he who does
nothing.

Money not only talks but it makes
peopie perform. If you cannot do any-
thing yourself, send in your money. It
will do something or provide with eat-
ables the man who can do something
and is willing to do something and will
do something.

-

Suecess is Certain,

Our comrades want to know ewr\-
thing that is going on.

That is perfectly natural and yet we
can only say “wait a little,”

Events are occurring of great im-
portance which will be made known to
our membership as soon as it is prac-
ticable,

Bear in mind that the members of
‘he colonization commission have not
been asleep but have been hard at
work. Much has been done and much
accomplished and even yet more re-
inains to be done,

In this great work of building the
foundations for a new system a vast
amount of routine work is absolutely
egsentinl, Our members can do a great
deal towards assisting us by doing
their share and helping in the
branches, in arousing interest and see-
ing that the collector does his work.
The secretary of the commission will
be pleased to answer any questions
that it is possible to answer,

One thing shouid be steadily remem-
bered. The members of this commis-
sion werg charged with the duty of es-
tablishing a co-operative colony and
one will be established.

The slanders of open or concealed
enemies will not prevent it, neither will
the apathy of those who think they
know better than the founders of this
organization what is best to be done.

The constitution of the Social Dem-~
ocracy of America calls for the estab-
lishment of a co-operative common-
wealth through colonization and the
constitution will be lived up to, Those
who do not care to live up to the con-
stitution will have to stand out of the
road when the forces in favor of the
colonization commence to move.

These forces are immense, grand,and
have the whole organization behind
them. As was stated in the last issue,
the whole force of the entire organiza-
tion is to be concentrated on making
the colonization movement & success.
Success will be ours. Comrades close
up ranks and march forward with con-
fidence to the nltlnuue and certain vie-
tory.

Competition and Books.
Many good Socialists would llke to
see the colonization ideas of the Social
Democracy prevail but they say that

competitive system will not _permit
them to succeed.
Their criticism

cial Democncy are to eompete vlth
the outside capitalistic

COLONIZATION DEPARTMENT

CYRUS FIELD WILLARD, SECRETARY
[Nore~The editor is not responsible for the opinions of correspondents.]

clared policy enunciated by Comrade
Debs or any others competent to speak
for the Social Democracy.

It is just as well for the outside world
to bear in mind that the Social Dem-
ocracy is not to engage in competitien
with the present capitalistic system.

We propose to cut away from the
competitive system and ‘establish a co-
operative system where production will
be carried on for use and not for profit.

As rapidly as possible it is our pur-I
pose to establish various industries and |
produce the various articles needed ror'
the benefit of our various members and |
not to produce as cheaply as posgsiole |
for markets where the products will|
be sold for money by means ‘of which !
the various products can be bought.

We are not establishing a system by
means of which we can make profits.
Our purpose is to establish a system
by means of which men can be guar-
anteed a liveiihood. To do this it is
necessary to esiablish as many  and
varied industries as quickly as possible
s0 that the skeleton framework of a
new society can be put into operation
immediately.

Agriculture is the primal occupa-
tion as it provides the wherewithal to
provide food. When food is absured in

they cannot for the reason that the

[John Harvey

large quantities then it is possible to
start many different industries, Shei-
[ter is one of the things needed almost
las quickly as food and then comes
dulhlng of various kinds.

The writer asked an old member of
Lhe Topolobampo colony what he
found the most lack of in that colony
and the answer came quickly:

“Books. We got enough to eat and
enough clothing but what I missed |
imore than anything was books.”
| Herein is a lesson for our colonists.
When our colony gets started one thing
needed more than another is a paper
mill and a good printing outfit so that !
all the standard and classical English |
works whose copyrights have run out
may be duplieated. A public library
should be one of the first things es-
tablished so that the intellectual hun-
ger of the colonists may be provided
for as well as their physical hunger.

One In a Thousand.

Every branch should take up the idea
expressed in the words “One in a Thou-
sand.”

This is an effort to secure 1,000 per-
sons in this broad land of America who
will give $100 each when the full num-
ber of donors has been reached.

It means that 1,000 persons pledge |
themselves to contribute $100 each or|
$100,000 to make our colony move-
ment a succeess. |

We have at the present time all the |
Jabor and all the varieties of labor |
needed to make our colony a suceess. |

What we need at the present time is |
the money to move and to furnish with |

machinery the available labor. {

In davs gone by a person deserving |
to join a colony had to possess labor |
and capital combined. In other words
Ilte had to have so much money else he
could not join the colony. He had to
be a capitalist and laborer too and a
money price was put on admission to
a colony and made a prerequisite for |
membership.

This Is not scientiﬁ( A man may
have just the skili needed to make a
colony a success and be perfectly will-
ing to furnish the skilled and trained
Jabor so much needed by the colony
and yet be without a cent. A money
price of admission to the colony pre-

_|vents the colony getting the kind of |

labor it needs. !

The only really scientific plan is to|
geparate the two functions and not in-}
sist that the laborer shall be capitalist |

| names.

isell had a
‘expressed the ideas of American So-
{clalism in a most charming and grace-

2lso in the sense that he must furnish
both.

That is the reason why it has been
suggested that 1,000 persons contribute
$100 each, making a fund of $100,600.
If each branch would take hold of the
idea, as it should, we can soon raise
the number,

It from now on the collector in eack
branch will send in the names of per-
sons whom he thinks could be induced
to contribute that amount, the secre-
tary of the commission will correspond
with the persons named and endeavor
to secure their pledge of that amount.

If each and every one will work to-
gether from now on enthusiastically
and unitedly we can-soon get the 1,000
There are not only 10,000
persons in America who will contribute
{that amount but there are ten times
that number If we can only reach them.

It is for us now to do our whole duty
and the doubting Thomases will quick-
Iy fall in line and help us to reacl still
jothers. To work!

An Interview With Bellamy.

It was my good fortune while in
Denver to have two long interviews
with Edward Bellamy.

It was with pleasure I noted his eve
was clear, and although somewhat ema-
ciated, he was in much better physical
condition that the newspaper accounts
had led me to expect,

He was very much pleased to see
me, as it was yvears since we had met,
and many of our mutual friends were
dead and gone,

He was very anxious to hear about
the Social Democracy and its plans, and
he made use of a very significant ex-
pression when one takes into account
the published statements that he was
opposed to the Social Democracy,

“I consider,” he said, deliberately,
“that the Social Democracy is the hope
of Americe's future.”

The next day Col. Hinton and my-
long chat with him, and he

ful manner. He expressed in singular-
1y apt phrases his conviction that while
man was to a large extent influenced by

| his environments, yet man himself de-

termined and fashioned those environ-
ments; that economic revolution was
proceeding rapidly, and yet it was the
unfolding and evolving mind of man
that preceded and caused the economic
evolution.

He expressed the liveliest hope that
the Social Democracy would succeed,
and while he knew but little of our
plans, he also expressed hearty wishes
for the success of the colonization de-
partment, C. F.'W.

Whiclh' Is the Next Branch.

I think now without doubt our local
branch here will be able to furnish one
of the $100 pledges, or if not our
branch, a number of the members asso-
ciated together and presume it matters
not so we get the pledge from reliable
sources. Is the number of $100 pledges
sufficiently encouraging to asgure suc-
cess in the spring even though you
should not secure the financial aid you
were expecting some time ago? if my
| questions are too pertinent do not an-
{swer them. I ask such only because of
my deep concern.

After the $100,000 or some large
amount is secured, cannot several thou-

{sand members be enrolled in the colon-
| ization department who are able and

L ean be depended upon to pay a monthly
| dues of say 50 cents or $1 to serve as

la permanent base of supplies for the
| first year or two?
that such a plan might succeed espe-
!clally when once demonstrated to such

I am of the opinion

members that by the operation of such

a plan success is assured beyond any

doubt.
<

Richmond Ind.

J. W, NEWBERN.

Who kilied competition?
The trust killed competition.

Printed on good paper, from large,
propaganda purposes ever issued. . The

within the reach of all.

SOCIAL DEMOCRACY EDITION

Merrie England

clear type. This is the best book for
plain, common-sense talks of the author

to hard-headed John Smith are just what you want to place before your neighbors
whom you wish to convert. Order a quantity and make Socialists.

The price is

Cash must nccompan) all orders.
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CHICAGO, ILL., THURSDAY DECEMBER 30, 1897.

SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

A RECORD OF THE WEEK'S PROP-
AGANDA AND PROGRESS.

Some Interesting Facts About The
Movement From Various Paris of
The American Continent.

Oregon containg some very earnest
waorkers, under whose direction the So-
cial Democracy s rapidly becoming ai
power in the State. Another strong!
Oregon branch was recently formed at
Ashland, and other branches are in
process of formation at other points in
the state.

New Hampshire is rapidly falling in
line under the banner of Social Democ-
racy. A strong branch, composed of

where a magnificent audience assem-
bled to hear the gospel of Social Dem-
ocracy.

Dr, Maguire, one of our most active
comrades, presided, and introduced his
honor, S. M, Jones, mayor of the eity,
who, in a very happy spezch, intro-
duced Comrade Debs as the speaker of
the evening.

The most unigue representation ap-
peared upon the stage.
socialistic  scene. The sexes were
equally represented and each labor
union had its delegates, as also social
and civie societies. Our colored com-
rades were well represented on the

| stage, so that the combination of so-

clal elements was complete, and when
the mayor introduced the speaker the
vast audience evinced its appreciation
by demonstrations of unbounded en-
thusiasm, !

The movement in Toledo has been
greatly strengthened as a result of this
meeting.. A large number of new

thorough Socialists and earnest work-
ers, was recently organized at Nashua, |
N. H.,, and other branches are in
process of formation at other points in
the state.

Comrade Debs has left Chicago on
another extended organizing trip. He
is mow in Indiana, where ke will
spend a few days in organizing the
larger cities. He will go from Indiana
direct to Georgia, speaking in Rome,
Ga., on Jan. 7; Atlanta on 8th and 9th,
and Macon on the 10th and 11th. Other
dates are being made and the south
will be fully covered on this trip,

The mass-meeting held by our New
York comrades on Dec. 12th  was a
grand success, John Swinton presided,
and the war horses of the labor move-
ment in New York were strongly in ev-
idence. Comrade Herbert N. Casson

delivered an able and stirring address |

on “America’s Task,” which was en-
thusiastically received by the immense
audience present, A pleasant feature
of the program was the reading of a
letter of greeting and encouragement
from the comrades of St. Louis, Mo,
The New York comrades are stirring
things up in fine style, and their work
is bearing fruit.

The recent short trip of Comra‘de
Debs threugh Canada was productive
of much good for the cause of Social-
ism, Good meetings were held at St
Thomas, London, Hamilton and To-
ronto. Much earnestness and enthus-
fasm was displayed and the trip will
result
Operative Commonwealth,” as the So-
cialist .organization in Canada
called, into close touch with the Social
Democracy.

is

At Toronto afternoon and evening
meetings were held in the aunditormm,
a large hall which was exceedingly
well filled. The afternoon meeting was
presided over by Rev. Morgan Wood,
the celebrated divine, who made a
very happy address of introduction.
Mr., Wood touched the hearts of the
vast audience by his earnestness and
the evident sincerity with which he
declared his sympathy with the down-
trodden in the present struggle which
he denominated “‘the great:st battle
the world has ever seen, or wouid
ever see.” Comrade Debs' address
listened to with the closest attenti
throughout, the large audience givin
frequent expression to its apprecia

tion of the truths of Social Democracy |

by generous bursts of applause.
The evening meeting was presided

over by A.'W. Holmes, president of the !

Torcnto Trade and TLabor Council.
These meetings have resulted in great
gooid to our cause, and the movement
among . our Canadian. comrades has
been greatly strengthened.

The Buffalo meeting was held in the
large Turn hall, which was packed
to the doors by an appreciative audi-
ence which listened eagerly to the doc-
trine of Social Democracy, The mee!-
ing was presided over by Mr, Taggart,
business agent of the Buffalo Cen-
tral Labor Union, who ig an able and
efficient representative of the labor in-
terests of Buffalo, At the close of the
public meeting a private meeting of
leading comrades was held, and ar-
rangements were made for the early

formation of a central bhody and the |

thorough organization of the Social

Democracy in Buffalo.
The Toledo meeting
Memorial hall, a vast

was held at
auditorium,

in bringing the “Canadian Co-|

members have joined and an impetus
| has been given the organization senti-
! ment which will result in the forma-
| tion of several new branches.

! The Jewish-speaking Socialists of
|New York City are thoroughly organ-
{ized under the banner of the Social
{ Democracy, and are doing good work
ifor the cause, They have daily and
‘weekly papers, which are ably conduet-
{ed, and which have a large circulation
{in New York and vicinity. They have
farranged for a grand masquerade ball,
ito be given on Jan, 29, for the purpose
;ot raising funds to carry on the work.
| Tickets have been placed at the low
i price of 26 cents each. There will no
{doubt be a large turnout, and the finan-
|clal expectations of our comrades will
| be fully realized.

i

| The Chicago branches are all work-
|ing hard, and their membership is in-
| creasing steadily and surely. The new-
{1y formed central committee is doing
|good work in bringing the branches in
|close touch with each other, and sys-
temizing the work of propaganda.

On the night of Dec. 27 a grand meet-
ing was held at Uhlhorn's hall, corner
Sixty-third street and Center avenue,
Chicago, This meeting was under the
auspices of Branch 9 of Illinois, and
was addressed by National Organizer
John F. Lloyd. It was well attended
and' enthusiastic, and will result in a
large increase in the membership of
Branch 9,

On‘account of failure to secure a
proper hall the regular meeting of
| Branch No. 6 will be postponed for one
week, Arrangements for obtaining a

}Iarge hall are about completed, and the
| next meeting will be held on

Jan, 5.
The meeting will be well advertised,
and members will be notified of the lo-
cation two or three days in advance.

Comrade F. E. Thunberg of 1758
North Clark street, Chicago, ig anxious
to help the colony work, but like many
jomer comrades, he finds himself unable
{to do much for lack of means. Com-
| rade Thunberg is an excellent tailor,
;and -he makes the following offer in aid
{of the cause: “If members of the So-

icial Democracy who can afford to have

; | their clothes made to order will give

{me their address I will donate ten per
|cent of the price of all such work to
the Colony fund of the Social Democ-
iracy,” Here is a chance for many of
{our comrades to aid the cause in a very
practical way.

Comrade Paul Raphaelly of Balti-
more suggests that it would be a good
idea for the Social Democracy to start
a great national school, or, better
still, a school in each state in the
union, "where iogic, elocution, politic-
al economy and journalism should be
taught." The comrade says: “Only
then can we hope to be successful,
when we have an intelligently trained
corps of agitators.” The comrade has
not over-estimated the value of edu-
cation, and the Social Democracy real-
| izes the need of it fully. One of the
first moves of our colony organization
after it has become established will be
to inaugurate a comprehensive and sys-

tematic system of etucation, The
{ course will be much broader than the
one suggested by Comrade Raphuelly.
{ It will embrace a complete course of
| scientific and technical education,

( Mayor Jones of Toledo, whose fame
{ig rapidly spreading over the Unitel
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States as one who is in thorough sym-
pathy with the ideas of Social revoiu-
tion as expressed by Social Democracy,
is a true and earnest friend of the
exploited masses, and is devoling his
splendid talents to the uplifting of his
fellows and the inauguration of the
Golden Rule.
tion and political degeneracy it
truly refreshing to find one in author-
ity who takes a bold stand in favor
of the downtrodden. Mayor Jones is
performing a noble work and we trust
that his days of usefulness may- long
continue,

Recognizing the vast importance of
education as a factor in the movement
for human emancipation, the comrades

of Massachusetts Branch, No. 7, of Bos- |

ton, Mass., have opened a free library
at their headquarters, No. 9 Willard
street.

The comrades aim to collect in this
library the very best books on social
revolutionary lines, and in furtherance
of their laudable educational purpose
they appeal to all those who are inter-
ested in the establishment of a new so-
cial order to aid them by contributing
books or loaning books for a stated
time, This is an important work, and
it is to be hoped that the comrades will
not lack aid and encouragement.

Communicationg regarding the work,
or donations of books, should be sent to
1. Levin, temporary librarian, No. 10
Minot street, Boston, Mass.

From a Young Socialist,

Mr, Editor:—I am a boy of twelve
years. In schoel I am very smart, and
in the sixth grade, and my teacher
says that I will skip the fifth grade and
get promoted in'the fourth. I have two
sisters and four brothers, four of \yhom
are not able to work, and only one of
the other two is working. My father
is a poor workingman, and cannot earn
enough money to support the whole
family, My smaller sister, who is thir-
teen years of age, had to stop going to
school and go to work, and I think the
same thing will happen to me,

1 hope that every good citizen and
workingman will join the Social Dem-
ocracy, and it will be in a better con-
dition, 'and every child that is able to
learn ought to go to school as long as
he can, and learn some trade.

MAX SHAINER,
Young Soclalist.
New York City.

Merrie England is the best work on
practical 'Soclalism ever published.
You can get one hundred copies of our
Social Democracy edition for $3.50.

In these days of corrup- |
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[Notices of meetings will be published
under this head for 25¢ per month.]

California.

Brauch No. 6, San Francisco, Cal.,, meets
every Sunday at 2 p. m., st W8 Market street
The general public is invited to attend.

Branch No. 8, Bakersfield, Cal., meots the first
Sanday of each month, on or before the full of
the moon,at 2 p. m., in Mattson’s Hall,

Colorado.

Branck No. 1, Denver, Colo, meets every Suu-
| day atd p. m., Union Hall, 1712 Curtis street,
{ Ilinols.

Cook County Central Committae of The Socinl
Democracy, meets 2ud Saturday of each month
ut 195 E. Mudison street, Chicago. Correspond-
ing Secretary, Beymour Stedman, room 54 Trude
| Building.

Branch No. 1 meets every Sunday, 2:30 p. m.,
at 108 East Madison street, Chicago. Good
speakers. Everybody invited. Free discussion
Note change of hall,
| _Brauch No. 4, Chicago, Ill.,, meetsevery Sun-
| day at 3 p, m,, at 3424 Bouth Halsted street.

Branch No. 5, moets 2d and 4th Tuesday
each month atB8 o'clock p. m., at Social li
corner 11dth st. and Michigan ave. Chicago.

_Branch No. 6, Chicago, meets at Rydor Memo-
rial Hall, northwest corner Sixty-fourth street
and Kimbark avenue, every Thursday evening
at 7:50. Public invited,

Branch No. 9 meets 2d, and éth Mondays
at 8 p. m.. 63d street and Centre avenue, (*hicagy.
Buosiness meeting for memberg only 1st Sunday
of each month at 10 a. m.

Branch No. 10 meets svéry Wednesday at 221 N. |
Clark street, Chicago. at 8 p. m.

Branch No. 21 meets every first and third
Mondays at 8 p. m. st Social Turper Hall, Bel-
mont avenoe and Paulina street. Chicago.

Branch No. 25 meetsd every Friday evening,
southeast corner Sedgwick and Siegel streets, |
Chicago,

of

all,

Indlana.
Branch No. 3, Richmond, Iad., meets 24 and
ith Wednesday evenings, ball of German Benev-
olent Society. corner 5th and Main streets.

Massachusetts.,
| Braoch, No. 1, meets every Sunday from 6!
| pom. to 10 p. m. at Homestead Hall, 724 Wash. |
ngton street, Boston, Meetings for discussion |
| and education, = Everybody invited. Business |
| meeting for members only from 8 p.m. to 10 p.mn.
Branch No. 5, Lyon, meots every Friday at s
pom,, in Woman's Christian Tempornnce Hall. |
cor. Oxford and Washington Sts,  Business last |
meeting in month. All other meetings educa-
tional.

Missouri.
Branch No. 1, St. Louis, Mo.
day at § p. m., at 1228 N. Broadway.
|  Branch No. 3 meets every 2d and 4th Tuesday
at 1ith and Wyoming sts. St Louais, Mo, M. Dorn,
| Secretary. 1638 Lami Street.

Meets every Fri-

. Now Jersey.

Branch, No. 1, meots every Tucmh;. Club
rooms are open for friends also on Thursday,
Saturday and Sunday, 36 Pacific street, Pater- |
son,

Branch No. 2 meets every first and third
Wednesday evenings at Aurora Hall, 48 William |
street, Newark.

Branch No. 4, mects every Thursday at Pro-|
gressive Labor Hall, corner Barclay and Mont-
gomery streets. Newark.

New York.

The Greater New York City Central Commit-
tee of the Bocial Democracy of America, meots
every Saturday at 820 p. m., at 212 East Broad
way. Nicholas Aleinikoff Secretary, 57 Nassan
street, New York City,

Branch No. 2, New York city. Meets second
and fourth Wednesdays of each moath, at 347 E.
Forty-ninth street at 8 p. m. L Frank. chairman.

B
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GRAND MASQUERADE

AND CIVIC BALL

GIVEN DY THE

“VOICE OF LABOR"”

AT GRAND CENTRAL PALACE
Lexington Ave., bet. 43d & #4th Sts., New York.

SATURDAY EV'G, JANUARY 29, 1898

Ticket, Admit One, 25 Centa,

TWENTY-FIVE PRIZES

Will be awarded to the most beautiful and comi-
cal masks,

MEDICAL
TREATMENT
O TRIAL

To Any Reliable Man.

Marvelous nppllance and one month's remedies
hout

of rare power will

i sent omt:l:;. :u : -=v and Travisstreets.

world in the tretmient nf men. broken sy ;i Branch No. 3{ Dallas. Mests every Sanday at

m:,“. ".n;p mml.‘,‘ga wurr{. over- | 3p.m. at Socisl Democracy Hall, 528 street.

toration orm'l{wmml of all m-‘;&'{'ﬁ%m l‘-.‘ XV ARRLR g o

n‘-:':' ot‘nau oﬁ; ;:, .Il‘u':-l'!‘c:m Nu" . 0, D, Branch No. 2, Tacoma, Wash., meets eve

ERIE MEDICAL O ehiagiizy. (sorfty s il Al S 1
WU, BUPPALO, N.Y." |80 O stmeeia  toteresting programms.  Pab-

h No. 6, 12th Assembly Distriet, 5. D, A.,
meets every Friday at £ p, m. at American Star,
No. 112 Clinton street, New York City. Uliarles
Russianoff, 78 Suffolk street, Secretary,
_Branch No. & Tenth Assembly District, New
York City, meets second and fourth F
each month at 8 p. m., Liberty Hall, 255
Houston street. Lectures each meeting. 1
Whitehorn, Secretary, care of B, Margolis, 176
Suffolk street. "

Branch No. 10, Buffalo, N, Y.,meets evory Tues-
day at 8§ p. m., Bchweizer's Hall 453 Broadway,
[Branch No, 16—82nd Assembly District, meets
every Friday evening at 8 p, m., at 118 . 96th
street, New York City. Becretary, Z. Libin, 230
E. 100 street,

Qhio.

Branch No. 2 meets every Monday evening at
8 o'clock, Btengel's Hall, cor. Pear! and Monroe
streets, Cleveland,

Pennsylvanin,

Branch No, 1 meets every Sunday and Tuesday
atB p, m., Co-operative Hall, 1125 Poplar street,
Philadelphia.

Branch No. 7, Pittsburgh, meets in K.of P
Hall, 318 Fifth avenue, fourth floor, on the sec-
ond and fourth Bundays of each month, at 2:30
p.m. Secretary's address, 1821 Bedford avenue.

B h No. 10, Allegheny, Pa., meets every
Bunday evening at 242 Beaver avenne. Secre-
tary's address, 174 Manhattan avenue,

Tennessee.

Branch No. 1, Nashville, Tenn., meets eve
Tuesday at 7.30 p. m., 60245 Church street. ert!
ors cordially invited.

. Texas.
Branoh No. 1. Honston, Texas, meets second
and fourth Thureday of nch‘x‘:x'nnth in‘Union
Men's Hall, on Franklin street, between Main

| tation below the knees. By the advice of my surgeons
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t'll do it for the asking and you'll help the UNION
sumples and self-measorement blank, with a dainty gils

Get your dealer to buy these goods—he'll
cause—or we'll sond you tape mensure,
edged Russia leather pocket memorandum book free,

HAMILTON CARHARTT & CO.

The Firm that Is making

UNION MADE Clothing Popular. DETROIT, MICH.

“THE UNION FOREVER!”

THE UNION-MADE OVERALLS ARE MADE BY

Sweet,Orr& Co.

THE LARGEST OVERALL MANUFACTURERS IN THE WORLD.

GUARANTEED NEVER TO RIP.

If you don't wear Overalls, you must wear Pants.
You should wear Shirts and you should wear Sack Coats.
They are all the Best that can be made.

Our Brand is on all. INSIST upon our goods. If your local dealer don’t
keep them, then write to

SWEET, ORR & CO.

New York City. » Newburgh, N. Y.

ARTIFICIAL ARMS AND LEGS

PATENTS OF 1895

Marks' Improved Rubber Hands and Feet are Natural in
Action, Noiseless in Motion, and the Most
Durable in Construction.

It is not unnsual to see men of every vocation wearing onse or
two artificial legs, of MARKS' Patents, performing as much as
men in possession of all their natural members, and experiencing
a little or no inconvenience.

BOTH LEGS AMPUTATED BELOW THE KNEES.
A.A

Chicago, Ill.

Mz, A, A. MARKS. MaMaroNECK, N. Y.
Dear Sir:—Over twenty years 'uiu I had both my 1.gs
ic

crushed by the railrond cars, which necessitated ampu-
1 placed myself under your care. Your reputation as
the most compaetent in the land had so impressed mo
that, from the first, 1 felt that I was soon to realize
the most that skill and ingenuity could possibly do for
me. Inthis I have not been dis-
appointed, for your labors have
restored me to my feet, and Iam
ior all practical purposes, mysal?
again, 1 well remember how
proud I was when your genius
Ylncnd me in & position in which
could indulge in youthfal sports,
how I availed myself of every ad-
vantage, playing ball, boating,
fishing and hunting in summer,
and skating in winter. 1 even
went so far as to swing my part-
ner on several occasions in rural
dances. I have always felt that
your artificial logs were wondars,
and ought to be known through-
out the land. My latest fad is
riding n bicycle. I found the

task difficult at first, but after repeated attempts I ride well and enjoy it.
espectfully yours, James A. McDoxarLp, P.M.

Over 19,000 scattered in all parte of the world. Eminent sargeons and competent judges com-
mend the Rubber Foot and Haund. At the World's Colambian Expasition they received the
highest award. They are endorsed and purchased by the United States and foreign governments.
A treatise, containing 54 pages, with 800 llustrations, sent free; also a formula for taking measure-
ments, by which limﬁs can be made and sent to all parts of the world with fit guaran . Address

A. A. MARKS, 701 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY
IIIT“E (11

GOMING NATION

Is the hottest Socialist paper
in this or any other country.
It monkeys not with side is-
sues but goes to the spot by
advocating the collective own-
ership of all the means of pro-
duction and distribution. ss¢
Kdited, owned and published
by the Ruskin Co.operative
Colony, composed of working-*
men who own what they pro-
duce. They have built a town;
they own it. The average
worker builds a town and

ESTABLISHED
44 YEARS,

vo not longer be deceived by well-worded lles.
Read the truth. It will pay you dividends.

THINK OR STARVE

THAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE.

TO-DAY —this moment—you are being robbed of
what you esin. How much | Not less than $i000 a
year. Do you know how! Do you know why | Read

Formerly NEW

somebody else owns it. SRR The Best Only
Do yon want to read a paper ReformMaguzme... One Dollar a Year
of this kind? We print it in the World. 10 cents a number,

every week and charge b0 cents
per year or 10 cents for three
montha. SEaRaEIERIE M8

SEE “ SOCIAL DEMOCRAT " CLUBBING
LIST AND SEND YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
TO 504 TRUDE BUILDING ... CHICAGD

Monthly—Eighty Pages.

B. 0. Flower, Founder of the Arena.
Fred'k U, Adams, Ed. Now Oceasfons,

NEW Tixx is the fearloss advocata of the ISITIATIVE and
EXDUN, Majority Rule, Scientitic Government,
Monetary Reform and Physical and Ethical Culture,

Awmong hundreds of brilliant swriters who
will regalarly contribute to its pages are

Prof. Frank Parsons. Prof. Richard T. Ely.

Eprrons: ;

Henry D. Lloyd. , Senator Tillman.
Benator Butler. Herbert N. Casson.
Eltweed Pomeroy. Frances E. Willard,
Hamlin Garland. Pres, Georgo A, Gates,
Justice Walter Clark. Mary A. Livermore.
Eugene V, Debs. Abby Morton Diaz.
Gov. I 8. Pingree. John P. Altgeld.
Lillian Whiting. Helen Campbell,

AN Lewls. Senator Pettigrew,

BPECIAL TO YOU.--8end 15 two cent stamps and re-
velve THE NEW TIME three months and
JOHN BEMITH, ths § of a Peaceful Revolution, by
Frederick U, Adams, an {llustrated book of 290 pages and
20 {dea on every page.  Write Jo-day.
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Charles H. Kerr & Company, Publishers

56 Fifth Avenue. CHICAGO.

Mothers! Mothers! Mothers)

MRS. WINSLOW'S SOOTHING SYRUP
used for over FIFTY YEARS by mile
the their CHILDREN' while

the
child, softons the gums, allays ali » CURES
A T S

1 5‘.& for "‘D"r’l.’ W—‘iw.

5B
l. Syrup " and take mo other kind.
Twenty-five cents a bottle

MERRIE ENGLAND:
stamps buys one copy.

Six cents In
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