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THE COMMON CHRIST

‘A CHRISTMAS SKETCH BY *THE
MAN WITHOUT A SOUL.”

Christ Was Always the Friend of the Common
People, and Would Be Upholding Their

The toiling millions should reverence
and honor the name of Jesus Christ
above all names of ancient history, He
was the poor man's friend to the end.

The infidel and agnostic and Chris-
tian can find something in common to
admire in the man who died on the
“cross for humanity's sake. Christ's re-
ligion was purely and solely a religion
of humanity—a battle against oppres-
sion and hypocrisy in behalf of the
toiling and outraged poor.

He was a true man. He was born
amongst the poor, lived amongst
them, worked with them, suffered pov-
erty and hunger with them, fought for
them, wore the crown of thorns for
them, and died for them. That was
friendship.

Where is theg Christian today who
would remain always true to his people
when there was an opportunity to win
the applause of the mighty and the
wealthy, and sit with the world's great
men in the highest seat reserved for
the exalted? Christ never went back
on the poor, and the world honors him |
as a God for this one grand tralt in’
his character. Is it not then God-like
to be the friend of the poor?

Thousands of reformers have sprung
up out of this troubled pool of human
misery since the days of Christ, but
few of them remained true to the toil-
ing poor when :m'm)porumit,\' present-
ed itself to step up and help eat flesh
pots of the wealthy. So few, in fact,
that the Christian world looks upon
those few with horror and calls them
anarchists.

And so was Jesus Christ called a
dangerous charaecter, and was hunted
Ly the authorities, condemned as a
traitor and executed between two com-
mon thieves, Did those brutal people
who crucified Christ in the name of
law and God honor him above the
common thief?

Yet through it all Christ was true
to the tolling people, and died the
common Chilst of the common crowd.
Never in a single instance was  he
known to speak disrespectful of the
poor; never threatened them with fu-
ture  punishment or dishonor. His
threats and accusations and  abjura-
tions were always uttered against the
rich—the oppressors of the poor.

If Christ were on earth today, teach-
ing the same doctrine he taught two
thousand years ago, who would be
hunting him down and attempting to
take his life? Would it be the strik-
ing coal miners? ‘Would it be the poor
people down in the city slums? Would
it be the Social Democrats and other
Socialist reformers?

1 need not tell you who it would be,
I need not tell the rich who it would
be.  You know, and they know. And
Christ would know his friends, and
know his enemies, just as he did long
ALO.

But who would be the Judas Isca-
riots to betray Christ to the authori-
ties? Would it be the reformers? the
Socialists? the anarchists? the toiling
poor? the infidel and agnostic?

No, no; it would be the man who
ate out of the same dish, slept under
the same blanket, and kissed him in
the presence of his enemies. It would
he the treacherous minister who today
is selling Christ to the plutocrats for
pieces of silver and gold; for the price
of betrayal has alvanced with the
march of oppression. They get gold
now for betraving Christ, where Judas
Iscariot got only silver; they get a fat
living now for beiraying Christ into
the hands of the plutoerats, where Ju-
das only xot about une month’s salary
of a commop clerk,

A few days ago I heard an argument
between a Soclalist and a county judge,
in which the judge attempted to prove
that Christ commanded the people to
honor the rich and their plutocratic
rulers, by quoting this passage from
Christ's  sayings: ‘“Render therefore
unto Cesar the things which are Ce-
sar's; and unto God the things thst
are God's.”

Then the Socialist took up a Bible
and read the passages leading up to
this remarkable decision quoted by the
Judge: o

“Then went the Pharisees and took
council how they might entangle him
in his talk. And they sent unto him
their discipies, with the Herodians,

saying, Master, we know that thou art|

true, and teacheth the way of God in
truth, neither carest thon for any man;
for thou regardest not the person of

“Tell ug, therefore, what thinkes
‘thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto

they brought unto him a penny. And
he said unto them, whose image is
this, and superscription.

“They say unto him, Cesar's. Then
saith he unto them, ‘Render, therefore,
unto Cesar the things which are Ce-
sar’s, ete.! " i

"“The simple truth is this," continued
the Socialist: “They had set a trap to
catch Christ and accuse him of trea-
son, just the same as the Pharisees
and hypocrites of today set traps for
Soclalists. The Herodians were will-
ing subjects of the Roman Emperor,
and believed that every one should pay
tribute unto Cesar, while the Pharisees
still longed for liberations of the Jews,
and were opposed to paying taxes to
the Roman emperor.

‘They went to Christ, thinking he
would decide against paying tribute to
Cesar, and then accuse him of teaching
treason, and have him put out of the
road,

“But Christ knew the Pharisees were
natural hypocerites, and that the Hero-
dlans were natural-born lick-spittles,
aud decided the questions accordingly.
When his questioners admitted that
the penny belonged to Cesar, he sim-
ply told them to give it back to Cesar.
He didn’t come to teach treason, but
reform. Treason is a sudden outbreak
and rebellion against established laws;
reform is the evolution and elevation
and purification of men to lift the peo-
ple above law and force and coercion,
and establish fraternal customs in the
place of stern and unrelenting and
grinding oppressive law."”

And this is the view I take of it
Christ taught reform, not treason. He
was watehed and hounded about by the
same barbarous and relentiess spirit
we find dogging the footsteps of the re-
former and Socialist of today. and all
sorts of traps set to catch him and
take his life.

All of Christ’s love and work, and
even his death, was in behalf of the
poor. He was not fighting the devils of
the air and of hades, but the devils of
ecarth—they that grind the faces of the
poor in the industrial world,

And we know not how many more
good things Jesus Christ said in de-
fense of the poor, for John ends his
story of Christ by saying:

“And there are also many other
things which Jesus did which, if they
should be written every one, I suppose
that even the world itself could not
contain the books that should be writ-
ten.”

The life and teachings of Jesus
Christ have been handed down to us
by the enemies of the very people for
whom he died, and -these plutocrats
have had plenty of opportunities to
purge out many of the best things
Christ said and did in behalf of the
poor,

For Christ. was the poor man's
friend and champion, and a thorn in
the side of the greedy rich and pom-
pous rulers, and it was profitable and
necessary for the plutocrats to mis-
quote him and suppress many of his
hest sayings.

Christ never was the friend of the
rich, and all these gilded palaces built
in his name by the oppressors of the
toiling millions are an insult thrown
in the face of the dying man-on the
cross; for they are the hypocrites and
Pharisees and Herodlans who rob the
poor to pay tribute to_the many mod-
ern Cesars whose hands are upon the
throats of God's miserable poor.

Literary Notes. ;

“The ‘Encyclopedia of Social Reform,'
recently published by Funk & ‘Wagnalls,
New York and London, is a monumental
volume of 1,439 octavo pages, most credit-
able to the enterprise of the publlemng
house that has already given us “The
Standard Dictionary'' and other import-
ant works of cyclopediac scholarship and
reference. Its editor, the Rey. William D.
P, Bliss, well known as @ Christian So-
clalist and Fabian scholar, has proven
himself a competent ploneer in o new and
needed field of the literature of reference,
This volume Is almost & marvel of compre-
hensive work, minute detail, lucid ar-
rangewsnt of toples and careful syste-
matization of matter, Jt covers the chief
detalls, events and persons connected with
all the great departments of soclology,
historieal, technical, reformatory and per-
sonal. In examining and referring to it
I have been constantly surprised and grat-
{fied at its accuracy, compactness and the
manner in which Editor Bliss has har-
vested detafls and information. Indeed it
has been a pleasurs to hunt for names
and toples ocourring to the writer as fea-
tures in a somewhat extended fleld of
studies, and a delight to find that in no
case does the “Encyclopedia of Soclal
Reform’” fail to give the general notes
needed In and required of such a work,
The editor especially is to be congratu-
lated on the marked value of his achleve-
ment. There are many specialists whose
names carry wekght. The publishers have
fullys done thelr part. The indexing at
the head of each page 18 a new departure.
well done, too, and the volume should be
In the possession of every student of
seonomies, sociallsm, reform and all kin-
dred topies. There 18 a full and accurate

‘nccount of historical and modern social-
: of its various representatives,

-

the great German philoso-
e elghteenth century sald:
not work, has no right

' existence from so-

' | attempt the exploiting of truth would
e oo

- SYSTEMS CHANGE

A SKETCH OF THE DEVELOPMENT
OF INDUSTRIAL SYSTEMS.

Margaret Haile Shows That Socialism Must
Inevitably Become the Successor of the
Present Capitalist System.

The industrial system of a country is
simply the general plans upon which :
the people proceed to supply their
needs and desires.

into a capitalist system of industry in
which a few individuals own all the
means for produeing the wherewithal

them for wages amounting to about

duces. H

mountains and the stars, we unthink-
ingly take it for granted that it is
something which has always been here
and will always continue to be, like
the mountains and the stars, and re-

best of it.
This is one of the first misconcep- !
tions we have to get rid of when we !

As a matter of fact, the present in-
dustrial system has only been in ex-
istence about a hundred years, and is,
of its very nature, rapidly nearing a
stage where it must of necessity be'
superseded by another, |

“Our little systems have their day— |
They have their day, and cease to be!" |

Looking back over the short history ;
of civilized man, we find at least three |
distinct industrial systems, or plans, of '
producing the necessaries of life fori
the people, viz.: Slavery, fendalism and '
capitalism, We see, therefore, that so- |
ciety is not a thing which was madé |
completed and set going, like a clock, a !
long time ago, and must not be added |
to or changed or in any way interfered |
with for fear of putting it out of order. |
Rather, it is llke a river, forever flow-
ing, its waters constantly changing,
yet always remaining the same river.

These three industrial systems can-

not be assigned to any three distinet
and definitely separated periods of the
world's history. Slavery runs into serf-
Jdom, and serfdom overlaps capitalism,
even in the same country., And today,
under capitalism, we already have a
large measure of the next succeeding
system-—Socialism. No sooner is one
system in full swing than the forces
straightway Dbegin to operate which
shall result in its overthrow and the
intreduction of its successor. With
the beginning of the capitalist system
men were thrown together in large
numbers in factories and shops and
mines and learned to combine and co-
operate, to recognize their own inter-
ests as opposed to their employers’, and
to know their own power in concerted
action. Thus were men trained for So-
*cialism. On the other hand, with the
concentration of capital came corpora-
tions, combines and trusts, for the pur-
pose of carrying on production with
the least possible expenditure of human
energy. All for the capitalists’ benefit,
of course; still it resulted in that or-
ganization of industry necessary for the
Socialist gystem. Thus was production
organized for Socialism.
' The change of the new order will not
be an abrupt one, for the new order has
been growing up inside of the old ever
since its inception, like the chick in
the egg. We have learned under it to
produce collectively; it only remains
now to break the shell of capitalist
ownership, to take over and hold and
operate the machinery of production
for the common good and to step forth
into the new life of the co-operative
commonwealth, The capitalist system
will give way to the socialist system
soon, and the skies will not therefore
fall, either.

Jangles of the Janglers.
By Fren'K (3, STRICKLAND.

The lact of harmony in the ranks of
reformers is the greatest discourage-
ment to the cause of social reform.
For example, here comes ‘“The Flam-
ing Sword,” which pleads for. the
“Science of Unity': “The Socialism of
the present talks much of the great
example and life of Jesus, but it makes
no effort, has no real purpose to fol-
low that example and live that life,
without which, talk amounts to little
or nothing.” Who art thou, O Prof.
0. F. L’Amoreaux, Ph, D., who judgest
thy brother? Why not strive for a
unity in reforms?

.« *

But this assertion is quite gentle
compared with that of Section Chicago
S. L. P. speaking in the New York
People: “We, there, deny utterly the
right of Social Democracy either as
an economic organization or as a po-
litical party, to speak in the name of
Socialism.” Are these the people who
talk about private monopoly? For a
few men to monopolize industry is bad
(save as it paves the way for Social-
ism), but for another small crowd toj

flendish, if it were not futile

You and I, my friend, have been born i
'self just so much of the universe—

to supply the needs and desires of all |
the people, while the rest work for|to be whole, thou

one-fourth of what their labor pro- |

Finding this system here when wcf

arrive on the scene, as we find the:”p

promptly informed that only those who |
'were
! He also received the startling informa- |

hakin o think. ! he despised bourgeois

i them."

well thumbed copy of “Civilization
Civilized” to the chapter “Heaven and
Hell—a Vision.” We would not inti-
mate that the brand of ‘“‘Hate"” is upon
its brow, but still it might be well for
| all of us to ponder these mighty words:
“If you are sick, love! 1f you are ¢n-
vied, hated, and slandered, love! I
you are surrounded by enemies, lova!
If danger and death hiss, dart and stab
you, love! Love will redeem, bless,
save, preserve, shelter and crown rou
with the essential powers of the uni-
verse,

And now that for every man that

thou separatest from thyself just so
much of life and eternity; for remem-
i ber, each is a part of the whole, and
must include all
in love.”

Once a preacher, earnest in reform,
but callow in experience, went to an
S. L. P. editor to offer his services in
Soclalist propaganda. He was

“class-conscious” were desired.

tion (7?) that one could not well be a

sign ourselves to trylng to make the;bnciallst without also being an atheist,

And yet, the world moves right on
toward the desired goal. A real move-
ment is always larger than any party,
are striking
mighty blows for Socialism. As a rule
they are striking their foes and ot

{their friends.

L I

A religious journal contradicts the
idea that the church should lead in the
great cause of social righteousness.
“The movement must come from the
people and must be sustained by
What will be the province of
the church in the meantime? To con-
duct quilting bees and fishing ponds
to cushion its pews and gild its spires?

.

To the Public.

Don't Miss Prof, Leonhart's Wonderfully

Interesting Story, “Paradise Found."”

Now is the time to renew the sub-
scription for *“rhe Social Democrat,"
or send in $1 for a year's subscription,
if you never did so before. With the
beginning of a new year we shall not
only endeavor to maintain the paper
on its high standard of excellency but
acd new features of attraction, making
the investment of so small a sum a
matter of wisdom and policy. In the
issite of Jan, 6 we shall begin the pub-
lication of a serial story by Professor
Rudolph Leonhart, entitled “Paradise
Found,” and giving, in a highly at-
tractive form, an
cial Democracy's grand
scheme,

Professor Leonhart is well known as

colonization

ber of novels eagerly read all over the
Union. Many of our readers have

ing the Chasm,” which ran recently
through the columns of the “Coming
Nation" during a period of over seven
months. The readers of the “Social
Democrat” also undoubtedly remember

Mr. Leonhart’s poems published, at
intervals, in our columns,
The professor claims ‘“‘Paradise

Found” as one of the best productions
»f his pen, and as the story will run
through many an issue, it alone would
amply pay for half a year's subserip-
tion. “Paradise Found” ghows in the
most convincing manner not only the
teasibility, but absolute necessity, of
the colonization scheme, while it ex-
poses, with just severity, the machina-
tions of the money power, to foil the
attempts of Debs and his assoclates,
to inaugurate innovations indispensa-
bly necessary to preserve the liberty
and innate right of the human race.

In your own interest we urge you,
therefore, to send in your name before
Prof. Leonhart's story begins. Yea,
more than this: Show this notice to
your friends and induce them to sub-
scribe for a periodical advocating the
true interests of the human race; for,
as Mr. Debs has said repeatedly, “The
Social Democrat” labors not for the
working classes alone, but for the en-
tire human race, showing conclusively
that the wealthy idlers of the land can-
not prosper if the wage-earners groan
under the burden of hunger and want
and guffer poverty calculated to sink
them below the level of the brute, a
fate produced with equal certainty by
total idleness and an indulgence in
vices produced by it.

Remember, the “Social Democrat”
aims not at wealth or influence, but
works zealously and unselfishly at
the improvement of the human race.
Can you, will you, stand by and jeop-
ardize its philanthropic efforts by an
apathy as injurious as unjustifiable?

The employes of the cotton mills of
the east who voted for the “advance
agent of prosperity” a year ago will
reap their reward after the first of Jan-
uary next. It will come to them In
! ten per cent. reduction

the change

thou hatest, thou shuttest off from thy |

illustration of So-|
a writer of fiction, having publishod'

during the last twenty years a num- .

probably read his reform story, “Bridg- |

wre are 28,000 who will

ROSA PROLETAIRE

'SENDS CHRISTMAS GREETING TO
ALL SOCIAL DEMOCRATS.

The Way Pointed Out by Social Democracy Will
Secure to Mankind, Not Only a Merry
Christmas, but a Happy Life.

My Dear Brother—Right you are! It
is the same old story. Mankind is
more disposed to suffer while evils
are sufferable than to right themselves
| by abolishing the old forms to which
they are accustomed.

. .

There is a canze for this, John, which
! you must never lose sight of. This
{one word, “accustomed,” explains a
| great deal. Do you believe that a
,man or woman consecious of his or her
| natural, God-given rights, can be ac-

{ customed to slavery?
Ks L -

| No, John, I do not believe any such

things. Only poor, ignorant creatures
! can become accustomed to misery and
islavery. An intelligent, freedom-lov-
ing man never will. But there are
millions of freedom-loving American
citizens in slavery today! you say.

L - -

Now, Jehn, please pause for a mo-
ment. Such talk as this is unworthy
of Rosa’s brother. You know as well
as I do that these millions of freedom-
loving American citizens are being de-
{ luded by the servile hirelings of a cap-
italist aristocracy. They are. misin-
formed as to the true nature of free-
dom.

= & @

Of course, the American citizens are
enjoying political 1iberty. But with this
political liberty as such they cannot
even buy themselves a Fourth of July
fire-cracker. Political liberty, lmwever.i
would be an excellent means to secure
teconomie freedom, provided the wage-
;\\‘(n‘kvrs of this country, as a cla
would have sense enough to make
proper use of their political rights,

. L ©

Whether you like it or not, John I
tell you straight that today I must
give credit to the capitalist class for
their intelligence and clear-sightedness
as far as the protection and mainten-
ance of their specific ¢lass interests are
concerned.  You can not fool the capi-
talists on that point. "And I say, “Bra-
vo!"™  Every class should and must
i represent its class interests,

v » >

I knew full well that these words
will not be pleasant reading for you,
I but what does it matter? Tom fool-
ery won't do any longer, John. I am
your sister, and it is my duty to tell
you the truth, and if you can not stand
the truth, well, then, continue to swal-
low the lies and falsehoods of your
masters.

. % %

Every class should represent its own
class interests, I sald. TUnless the
wage-working class soon wake up from
their dangerous sleep of ignorance they
may soon find this wealthy country ‘u
a condition’ in comparison to which the
South Sea Islands or Siberia may be a
paradise, It is for the wage-working
class of this country to organize, not
only into trades unions, but into a
powerful political party. and by means
of their political rights get into posses-
sion of the machinery of government
and make such changes in the econ-
omic system of production and distri-
bution as will guarantee to every hu-
man being the right to life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.

* * »

Merry Christmas! Rosa sends her
sincere Merry Christmas to .Brother
John, as well as to all true comrades
throughout the broad land, to the So-
cial Democrats of the world. Com-
rades, I pledge my word of honor, as
a Socialist, that I will do all in my
power to bring about the time when
all our Lrothers and sisters, all human
beings, will live nancder more favorable
gocial conditions, that will enable them
to enjoy a Merry Christmas.

* = »

Peace on earth! Oh, would Christ
and his angels come down and witness
the peace on earth! Especially during
this ceold winter time, right before
Christmas!

.
. Just look at it—how peaceful every-
thing is--the peace of despair and
death, which is in reality a never ceas-
ing social war,
millions of unemployed are fighting for
jobs! How peacefully our poor tramps
are begging for something to eat! How
peacefully our police are waging a war
against the poor unfortunate thieves,
while the millionaire robbers are
peacefully robbing the nation! How
peacefully thousands of criminals—-
victims of a brutal social sytem—are
making a living by highway robbery!
How peacefully thousands of our un-

. »

How peacefully our ||

fortunate sisters are competing on the

this merry Christmas time they are
waging a competitive war against each
other that reminds us of the fight be-
tween cat and dog. The one is trying
to exterminate, to ruin’the other—of

course, all for the sake of Peace on
earth!

*

Business! Business! This is the al-
pha and omega of capitalism. To do
business means to make profit—profit
out of our fellow men. Modern pro-
duction is carried on for profit, and
whpever knows how to make the most
profit in the shortest time is a smart
business man. And whoever is too
honest, too humane, to use his fellow-
man as a mere profit-machine, is today
k.)oked upon as a fool, as a lunatic.
You know, if all men were smart they
could all be successful business men,

and--well, and perhaps none of them
would need to work.
- -

-

) Everything has become business. It
is business to marry a rich young lady
—excluding the case of the Count de
Bastellane, of course; it is business to
ruin our neighbor in business; it is
business to work little children in fac-
tories 12 hours a day; it is business
to go to church on Sunday and to reb
his fellow-man during the rest of the
week; it is business to bLuild work-
houses and |)rlsons-~e.'~'pc-cinll_\' when
done by contract—for poor tramps,and
innces and steam yachts for the mit-
lionaire tramps; it is business when a
plutocratic press is talking prosperity,
while millions of human beings aro'
starving; it is  business 10 laugh
whine, swear, cheat and rob. When a'
rich man steals a million it Is busi-
ness, and he is a smart business man.
When the poor hungry man steals a
plece of bread it is a erime, and he is
called a scoundrel and eriminal,

¢ % = T

And when it comes to the point we
find that it is the wage-working class
that has to bear ail the burdt}us of
businese, It i¢ the workingman whose
bones and muscles and sinews are the
source of all profit, of all business.
And, therefore, I say, let the wage-
workers unite economically and polit-
ically, and by united action bring about
a4 systew of society where the words
of “profit” and “business’ will not be
known, where the people will produce
for use, not for profit.

- - -

Brother John, if yon are anxious to
have a merry Christmas and live up to
the teachings of Christ, I tell you what
to do. Have a good, sound talk on
Socialism with your friends or neigh-

{ bors; give them a “'Social Demacrat”

or a good Socialist pamphlet to read,
induce them to subscribe to a Socialist
paper, or to join the Social Democracy
as an active member. This is the best
Christian work,

Peace on earth, good will to men!
The time has passed when intelligent
people wiil any longer look heavenward
for a Savior to save them from the hell
on earth. <We, the people, we, the
wage-workers, we, as a class, must be
our own savior. God helps those who
help themselves. The moment we
help ourselves we will have God nn
our side, and Christ wili be with us,
and the angels in Paradise will come
down and sing for us. Where there
is a’'will there is a way—and there is
a way out of this dilemma, namely, the
way pointed out by the Social Democ-
racy. Socialism will be our savior,
Sogcialism will gsecure to mankind not
only a Merry Christmas, but a happy
life.

-

A SOCIAL MARSEILLAISE.
By J. C. Frost.

Alr: The Marseilles Hymn,

Awake! Arlse! O brothers,
For Soclallsm stand;

And from the curse of slavery, free
The toilers of our land.

Our flag shall be “Old Glory,"
Our leader, Eugene Debs;

Qur motto, “Let the People Rule”
While ocean flows and ebbs,

Chorus:—Repeat last four lines,

Too long we've suffered patiently,
Too long we've hoped in vain,
For justice from our robhers
‘Whose only thought is gain.
They've robbed us from the cradle,
They’'ll roh us to the grave,
Unless we band tegether
Our liberties to save.
Chorus:
Our masters live in palaces,
They dress In garments fine,
They feast upon the dearest food,
And drink the rarest wine;
‘While we must oft go-hungry,
And employment are denled,
In a land of boundléss riches,
By nature's hand supplied.

Chorus:
As there's a Power above us,

That stands for truth and right,
To us shall be the victory
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Warning to the Public!

No one s anthorized to solicit subscriptions
for Trx SOCTAL DEMOORAT except regularly ap-
pointed agents, whose names appear i this list.
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%:? Mack.. A, Los Ammlc—. Calif,
E. B. Harris. Vest Superinr Wis.
W. K. Gordon . Louis
James Shelden Ingalls . 20 hlclgu. .

NOTICE.

TO ALL LOCAL BRANCHES: Your
attention 1s called to the following sec-
tion of the constitution: *On or before
the 6th day of each month the treasur-
er shall remit by postal money order
the monthly dues for current month to
the Natlonal Counecil, and each local
branch shall remit the full amount due
for the entire membership.”

Merry England.

Owing to delay in receiving the
books from the press, we find ourselves
unable to fill our orders for “Merrie
Bugland” as promptly as we expecied.
The delay is vexatious, but it cannot
be ayaided, and we trust that ‘those
who have ordered books will be patient
for a few dayvs longer. The books will
be out this week without fail, and all
orders will be filled as promptly as
possible.

“Interest,” ar “usury,” represents no
service. He who takes it is an extor-
tioner. .

“Rent” does not represent service.
It is the badge of monopoly and he
wha pays it is a slave,

“Profit,” in excess of service ren-
dered, however ‘respectable” it may
be, is robbery.

Ferdinad Lasalle said: “Soclety
consists of ninety-six proletaires anc
four capitalists. That is your state.”

The Sugar Trust makes a profit of
60 per cent per annum on its invest-
ment. Show us the man who says
this is not prosperity.

The rich loafer and the worthless
tramp each preys upon honest indus-
try, but of the two the former is the
more destructive and in every way the
more dangerous to society.

“Prosperity" has been visited on the
Union Pacific shopmen in the shape of
what amounts to a 30 per cent reduc-
tion in wages. The men have been
kindly given a ten days’ lay-off during
the holiday season to think over the
reduction and devise ways and means
to keep from starving to death during
the balance of the winter,

In New York city 100,000 workers
are in enforced idleness. The World
argues a vast betterment in material
conditions from the fact that this num-
ber is about 25,000 less than were out
of work in New York at this season
last year. This is a fair sample of the
argument in support of the new brand
of prosperity. The very best that can
be said of it is that “it's not so worse.”

Ninety-five per cent of those who
embark in business under our presant
system are doomed to failure. TUntil
the advocates of the competitive sys-
tem can show a better record than
this, common decency would seem to
require them to at least treat the advo-
cates-of the co-operative system with
respect. Any system that seems like-
1y to diminish the number of business
wrecks ought to receive the fullest and
fairest consideration.

Garret A, Hobart, vice president of
the United States, has emerged from
obseurity long enough to give utter-
ance to the following Christmas senti-

ment: “Peace and prosperity—-these
seem to me to be symbolized in the
Christmas of t.hls year, for our coun-
try is at peace with all the world, and
the boom of prosperity is the poucs-
sion of a happy, contented and united
people.’
tary idlers in the country this will
come as a pleninx sentiment, lndaed

Merrle Eullund is the M work on

practical s_oclnlllm ever published.
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THE EDITOR'S ARENA

The amount of revolutionary dyna-
mite that is being exploded these days
bids fair to turn all creation upside
down in short order. Take the forces
that are emanating from Chicago alone
as an {llustration,

A Chicago man seems in a fair way
to revolutionize the iron industry of
the entire world and render the mines
that have been monopolized by the
Carnegies, Rockefellers, and their ilk
as valueless as 80 many deserted badg-
er holes,

it is ciaimed that inexhuustlble de-
posits of magnetic iron ore are found
in the sands along the shores of the
great lakes and in the sands of the
seashore. Mr. Henry Arden of this
city claims to have invented a simple
machine that will extract this iron
from the sand and, free it from, prac-
tically, all foreign substances. It is
accomplished by passing the sand in
front of powerful magnets, and by
eliminating the cost of mining and
smelting, iron can be produced for $1
a ton where it now costs from $9 to
$11 by present methods.
us from one iron monopoly only to
deliver us over to the tender mercies
of another. Iron will, of course, be
cheaper, but so will men. BEvery man
who is now emploved in mining, ship-
ring or'smelting ore will find himself
on the retired list without pay. If
during their spare hours they shall
discover why the ceaseless forces of
nature have been at work during all
these miilions of years pulverizing the
great rocks and depositing this iron
in a pure state amid the sands of che
sea shore for the sole and only benefit
of the new trust, they may, perhaps,
throw a flood of light on what at pres-
ent is a great mystery.

- L -

A Chicago chemist, according to the
accounts published in all the daily pa-
pers, has built a factory and is making
both gold and silver. He claims he
can produce both at a profit in practi-| €
cally unlimited quantities from the
baser metals.

If these reports are reliable, the re-
sults that must inevitably follow will
be sufficiently startling to satisfy all
lovers of the sensational. All the
gods of the commercial world will be
totally annihilated. Bonds, mort-
gages and all contracts and securities
payable in gold or silver will shrink
and shrivle in value as compared with
the necessaries of life until they will
be worth but little more than the pa-
per on which they are written:  All
of the great fortunes will grow beauti-
fully less and many will disappear al-
together.

The gold worshipers will be com-
pelled to revise their notions of polit-
ical economy. Both silver and gold
will be demonetized, and so disappear
from the arena of politics., If the
competitive system survives a new
medium of exchange will be inevitable
and will probably be of paper based
on-the wealth and resources of the na-
tion, Few changes that could take
place in the commercial world, short
of the universal adoption of co-oper-
ative methods, would be so revolution-
ary in their effects as the disappear-
ance of metallic money in the manner
suggested. While the dollar aristocracy
will likely feel as though '‘a house
has fallen on them,” to the great foil-
ing multitude it will seem as though a
great weight has suddenly been lifted
from their backs. It will produce tem-
porary discomfort and confusion, but
in the end will result in lasting benefit
to mankind. Too long have we wor-
shiped at the shrine of the gods of
gold.

Last, but by no means least smong
the revolutionary forces emanating
from Chicago, we will name the Social
Democracy of America. The objects
and purposes of that organization are
well known and, in brief, contemplate
the cooperative production and distrib-
ution of wealth for use and not for
profit and the establishment of econo-
mic equality., These principles are not
new and did not originate with the So-
cial Democracy, but the means em-
pioyed to bring about this much-need-
transformation have never before been
used by any organized exponent of So-
clalism.

Social Democmts believe that there
is a time to preach and a time to prac-
tice; a time to talk and a time to act;
a time to theorize and a time to coin
that theory into deeds, and they are of
the opinion that when millions of our
fellow citizens have, through no fault
of their own, been reduced to beggary
and have no other prospect than char-
ity or starvation, the time for action
has arrived.

Social Democrats, recognizing tho
fact that the weapons that are being
used to exploit labor and enslave the
masses, are the tools and instruments
of production; that the longer these re-
main in the hands of the few the more
dependent and servile the masses be-
come; that 10 win this contest those
weapons must, in some manner, be re-
gained.

Those who are of the opinion that it
is the better policy to leave all of those
weapons in the hands of the enemy
until they can all be recovered at once
are welcome to that opinion, but they
must not expect Soclal Democrats to
qpolom for taking a different view

o!themuw.norbo;ruﬁywedby.

the M that they call themselves
We cmot forget that

He will free |.

many foolish things have been taught
in the name of science.
L] - b d

Social Democrats, recognizing the
fact that all the means of production,
all the weapons in this great battle,
cannot now be recovered, propose to se-
cure all of them that is now possible;
start industry on the true basis; estab-
lish the co-operative commonwealth in
embryo; enable our colonists to supply
themselves with the necessaries of life;
teach them to live within their means,
that is to say, on what they produce:
train them for co-operative industry
and for real self! government; acquire
new territory, new co-operators and ex-
tend and develop co-operative indus-
tries as rapidly as possible, until
finally capitalistic production shall be
routed .and put to flight and the co-
operatlve commonwealth shall remain
to bless and benefit and do justice to all
men,

. * -

But some good sotls say “You can't
succeed; you can't compete with cap-
italism; you will fail.”

Bless their dear hearts, we have no
notion of competing with capitalism.
We propose to so diversify our indus-
tries as to be practically independent.

But these doubting Thomases point
to the great number of wrecks of co-
uperative ventures of the past and ask,
“How can you hope to succeed, where
so many others have failed?”

Apparently, it has never occurred to
these good souls that times and condi-
tions change. Former co-operators
have been inspired by a lofty senti-
ment, by a desire to establish an ideal
condition of society, which is well
enough as far as it goes, but in addluun
to this our co-operators will be stimu-
lated by the spur of a supreme neces-
sity, knowing that all opportunities
have been cleosed against them in the
competitive field. Those who cannot
see in the changed conditions that
which renders all former attempts at

co-operation of little value as prece-
dents from which to predict failure,
cannot be commended for their dis-
cernment to say the least.

- L .

At the commencement of every great
undertaking there are always those
who say, “You can’t.” If the counsel
of the timid souls of revolutionary days
had been consulted that great contest
would never have been won. We ex-
peeted people would say “You can't,”
and we should have feared that the end
of the world was near at hand if they
had not, but let us now predict that we
shall not fail—we shall succeed. Onr
colony method is the natural, logical,
evolutionary way of inaugurating the
co-operative commonwealth, and it is
the only way out of present conditions
that will not deluge the land with
blood. If the tools and instruments of
production shall not be wrested from
monopoly by the peaceful means that
we propose, it must be done by force’ of
arms. The Social Democracy is the
messenger of peace for the regeneration
and redemption of the world.

. s @

It was recently announced in all the
daily papers that the Missouri Pacific
Railroad Company had restored the
wages of some 15,000 employes to what
they were prior to 1883, The aggre-
gate increase, it was stated, would be
about $1,000,000 annually, and was
“wholly unsolicited.”

To say that we were astonished Is
expressing it mildly--we were com-
pletely dazed. Could it be possible?
Had the leopard, after all, changed its
spots! Had avarice and greed been
transformed into mercy and benevo-
lence! Had a soulless corporation at
last been inoculated with a little jus-
tice! It seemed too good to be true.
But there was the announcement in
the papers, and, of course, they
wouldn't exaggerate for the world, In
our mind’'s eye we saw a smile of sat-
isfaction steal o'er the countenances of
15,000 stalwart sons of toll; we saw
15,000 comely wives and their little
ones better clothed, better fed and
better housed with the ald of that §1,-
000,000 per annum, and somehow thé
sun seemed to shine a little brighter,
and the world didn't look quite so
dark.

But, alas! Our cup of joy was rudely
shattered a few days later by a few
lines found in an obscure corner of one
of the papers. * It was in a statement
of the vice president of tne Missouri
Pacific Railroad Company, and ran as
follows:

{‘There were only a few men who
were cut in 1893. Engineers, conduc-
tors, tralnmen, telegraph operators,
agents, operators and machinists were
not cut then. It has been decided to
restore the 10 per cent. to such office
clerks and a few officers who had held
their positions unchanged from 1892
when reductions were made to date,
the total amount of which will be be-
tween $3,000 and $4,000 annually.”

Behold the mountain shrink into a
mole-hill! A few officers and office
clerks recelve an increase aggregating
the paltry sum of three or four thou:
sand dollars a year, and all the cap
ftalistic clackers clack a gleeful clack
Again has that will-o'-the—whp, pros
perity, eludad us.
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=0 Liberty Pleading.
New York’'s great journal, wide-awake
and brave,
Comjx;xllllslnned Decker to Havana's
. Whence came Evangeline Cisnero's
wail
For liberty from Weyler—brutal slave
Of passion’s greed—and Tyranny,
whose wave
Has surged o'er Cuban homes and
women frail;
From Hunger's pang; but sml the
leaden hail
Of savage War fills the patriot’s grave.

But in my native land sweet Liberty,

Enchained in dark injunction’s dun-

.geon foul, !
Sends forth the piercing cry:
rescues me

From Mammon’s minions and the

rich man’s scowl.

The people him will love beyond be-
lief;

And I will carve his name in bold re-
lief,

On Fame's white temple, where the

world shall see
It shine undimmed to all eternity,
—Zoa Topsis.
T e e e e i
PUCKERBRUSH ALLIANCE:
AAMAN
Puckerbrush, 0., Last Saturday,

Mr. Debs and All the Rest of You:—
The surprises keep comin’ in rite along
to the meetin's of the Puckerbrush Al-
liance. At the last meetin’ old Unkle
John put in an apperance. He has
been a Peple's party wheel hoss who
kinder got tangled up with the confus-
ion demokrazy in 1896, and tried to get
straitened out this year, but you know
it didn't prove a bloomin’ sucksess
here in Ohio, nor no other place. It
wus a genuine surprize to see him to
our meetin' once more, fur rite after
the elexion he went into a hole and
pulled the hole in after him. I don’t
know if he will get skared at his shad-
der, same as a ground hog, or not, but
1 gess he is afrade us soclalists will
scoop things in around this neck of the
woods, an maybe he is afrade we will
devide up his farm.

Asg soon as the president called the
meetin’ to order he called on the white-
hared vetrin to say somethin’. He be-
gan by sayin’; “The smoke of the bat-
tle of ballets is lifted and we are gaz-
in' at what's left. Let us take advant-
age of the lesson the action teaches.
Destiny is drivin’ us backwards instead
of upwards and onwards, an’ unless we
can get all the reformers to join to-
gether we are doomed as a peple. The
Peples party is the only party that gives
hope fur the future salvation of the
masses frum slavery. The demokrats
stole part of our platform, ‘free coinage
of silver, 16 to 1, but that wus only part
of our demand. The brethren overlook
the fact that our demand fur silver
coinage wus always hooked onto a de-
mand fur $50 per capity of full legal
tender greenbacks issued direct to the
peple fur services rendered or fur loans
on good security. On our plan the
money changer is not in it, neither is
the usurer, creater of money paniks.
No specy basis in our'n. I belive like
ola Bill Allen sed, ‘Specy basis is a
damed barren ideality.'

“Six thousand two hundred and fifty
votes were counted fur Coxey last fall,
about one in eight cast fur him two
vears ago. This is enuf to disgust and
discorage most people, * Those who
didn’t vote made a grave mistake, and
them what voted fur the old parties
made a bigger mistake. Those who
voted the socialist and prohibition tick-
ets and all true demokrats shud unite
under the banner of Direet Legisla-
tion. I confess I can't see much pros-
pect of a union of forces, except in this
broad democratic way, by which each
and every class of reform can command
a hearing for its cause and a trial fur
its life at the polls. Many broad pro-
gressive minds are lookin' for this Pop-
ulist measure as a safe and proper so-
lution of the various questions now be-
fore the people. A reorganization of
our voting forces on this broad ,line
ought to unite all reformers. It will
heal the wounds arisin’ frum the dif-
ferences about methods. It will sift
the chaff from the wheat. Let all Pop-
ulists speak up. Shall we unite and

“Who

'conker, or shall we be conkered?” The

sixteen to oners clapped their hands
and felt bully, fur that's their kind of
talk. Gettin' together is a hobby of
their'n. The spirits got a move on me
and I arose and sed: “I think my
clothes is cut the rite shape to anser
the bugle call of Unkle John to lik the
reps with a hurrah fur direct legisla-
tion. I think I am one of the first fel-
lers in Ohio to buy and push Sullivan's
book on direct legislation, an’ if I ain’t
mistaken, I give or sold Unkle John
a copy. Then a few years ago I red a
paper at the farmers’ institute on the
subjekt, only I had a different title to
it, so as to fool Sam Pussy and the
uther God and morality party fellers
what wus on the comity. I'm tellin’
you this to show you I'm in faver of
the thing, But I don't agree about
makin’ it a platform to unite all the re-
form forces on. Seems to me that wud
be too much like the regler old hungry
demokratic cry of anything to get in,
no matter how much we-fite after we
do get in. To start with, it is no rem-
edy, but a means of maintaining the
wish and will of the wpla. Lets look
at how it wud work if you did win. You

wud have every shade of opinion in|

vonrmmandumnuyougot
your direct legic!ation bill passed each

.mvudmtwmmiuwork.ane

here wud be a crazyer mess than we
u:nuuw.udthat‘num ‘How lons.
! think you'd be in power? The
talistic system wud still be doin'

dmnd,ud!nmtm te,

of the press of the country, same as it
is now. I tell you that you fellers who
are talkin’ this unitin' of all reformers
is dreamin’, and tryin’ to dodge the
real question. It's a question of agita-
tion and education any way you fix it,
and the party which has the most log-
fcal basis fur establishing economic
equality is bound to win. This is the
question which is up for settlement.
The people have secured religious
equality, and political equality, and the
battle is on for economic equality, and
your dead easy skemes for unitin’ all
skools of thout must prove a failure.
Direct legislation comes as a necessary
part of the plan of Social Democracy.
Economic equality could not exist
without it. The father of direct legis-
lation is that old socialist, Karl Burkli,
of Switzerland, and the first time it was
brought to the attention of the people
of this country was in 1883, wnen the
U. S. senate committee, known as the
Blair committee on ‘Relations Between
Labor and Capital,’ took testimony in
all parts of the country. Dr. Adolf
Douai was selected by the socialists to
present their ideas, and he eleborated
on direct legislation. You will find his
testamony in vol. 2 of the report, which
was issued in 1885. So you see Unkle

John is assumin’ a little in kallin' it a,

Populist measure, of course, they have
been helpin’ it along, and so has other
parties. Let "em keep luggin’ away at
it, and you will have it a law sooner
than if you try to make it the issue. I
herd Debs in a red hot argument last
summer on this point and he sed we
must not expect too much from this
measure as long as the present capital-
istic system controlled the means of
manufacturing and supplying the news
to the people. He sed what do you
think wud become of me and my asso-
ciates if the question of our being hung
was voted on after the Pullman strike?
Don't you think that outside of a
comparatively few laboring men in the
cities the vote wud have been to string
us up? All because of the dnmnnhle
lying and misrepresentation of the cap-
ftalistic press. That kinder opened my
eves, and knocked the idea of unitin’
on it fur a platform higher than Gil-
roy's kite.”

“Gad, that's a fact, and no mistake,”
sed Abe Wilkins. “I wud have strung
him up good and hard myself then, all
on account of the lyin’ press stuffin’ us
hayseeds with awful stories. The power
of the press is somethin’ dredful, and
it will continue to be used agin' the
people as long as bizness is dun for pri-
vate profit. Debs and Jonas is rite, in
my opinion, trying to make et an issue
puts off the education of the people on
the necessity of the overthrow of the
system which is responsible for the
present disjointed condition of society.
On the other hand, discussing the ne-
cessity for the co-operative common-
wealth carries the other with it as a
matter of course, We must set our
stakes for economic equality and stay
rite by it until we succeed, as we shall.
These attempts to cut across lots
through easy lookin' paths will always
land you in a ditch or swamp. With
trusts formin’ like they have been in
the last three months, which is the
bigest kind of aid fur us, we shud not
think of budgin' an inch. The more I
think it over the more plain and neces-
sary it seems to me, Let the cry be
Social Democracy in our time. Then
our children won’t need to call us dead
easy old chumps.”

After sum more of the fellers had
talked, I sed: “Unkle John, your Pe-
ples party is dead, and only walkin’
around to save funeral expenses. You
are only foolin’ your time away to mon-
key with it. There is no middle
ground. Co-operative production or
competative production is the question
which the logic of events has called
fur settlement, and no feller with the
rite kind of reason had auter crawl up
on the fence.”

Alexander, my boy, who lives in
town, told Nancy, my wife, that sum
of the S. L. P. fellers wus & comin’ out
to our next meetin’' to try and get us
to form a sexion. This has got Nancy
worked up, and she has been goin’ thru
her scrap boks, which is a sine fur an
interestin’ meetin’ and chance to lern
somethin’,

Miss Smart, the school teacher, says
I'm takin' up too much space in your
paper with my letters, and maybe I am
keepin’ sum of the other fellers olit, and
I gess that's so, and I will try to taper
off by the end of the year, and not
bother you so much, but you can count
on me bein’, Yours to the end,

JONAS HARRISON,

Proportlonnl Representation
No. 14.

The description of the Swiss Free
List ought to have been printed before
the article on the cumulative system.
The latter contained a reference to the
former, as already having been de-
geribed. By some error, the two arti-
cles were transposed and the cumula-
tive one printed first.

The working of the Swiss Free List
varies in detail in different cantons. I
give herewith a general description of
the system, adapted to American condi-
tions:

You have your large district, return-
ing say seven members to the legis-
lature. For the purpose of this illus-
tration we will suppose that 21,000 vot-
ers cast their ballots at the election of
these seven members. We shall use
round figures to make the matter eas-
{ly understood., Then, dividing the
votes cast by the number of members

wanted, we get the “guota,” or number
of votes necessary to elect any onc‘

man; that is, dividing 21,000 by seven,
shows that 3,000 votes will elect one
candidate. This “quota” is the mnin
factor in the process of counting,
'Now, suppose that you have four par-
thrﬂclﬂ—tho ‘Republicans,

Democrats, the Socialists and the Sin-
gle Taxers. You take the number of
votes of each party in turn and divide
it by the quotii. That shows the num-
ber of representatives to which each
party is entitled. Here it is in concrete
form:

Republicans polled.........10,000 votes
Democrats polled.,........ 5,600 votes
Socialists polled........... 3,100 votes
Single Taxers...............2,300 votes

Total .

Dividing the Republican 10, 000 by the
quota of 3,000, you get a quotient of
three and 1,000 remainder. The Re-
publicans are therefore entitled to_
three members. We will deal with the
remainders presently., Dividing the
Democrats, 5,600 by 3,000, shows the
Democratg are entitled to one member,
but they have the large remainder of
2,600 votes. The Socialist 3,100 entitles
them to one member, and they have a
hundred votes to spare.

The Single Taxers have only 2,300
votes, which is not a quota.

So far we have five members elected
on full quotas; namely, three Repub-
licans, one Democrat and one Socialist,
But we want two more members, So
we give the other two hqmembers to
those parties which, in their remainder
votes, come nearest to a full quota.
The Democrats have the highest re-
mainder, namely, 2,600, so they are en-
titled to another representative. The
Single Taxers have the next largest re-
mainder, or “unfilled quota,” so they
are also entitled to a member.

This makes the result of the election
as follows:

Republicans, three members.

Democrats, two members,

Socialists, one member.

Single Taxers, one member,

In order to deal with one thing at a
time, we have omitted any reference to
that part of the balloting which decides
who are the men to represent each
party in the proportions above shown.
‘We now describe that:

Any party included on the official
ballot can nominate, as the candidates
of its party, as many persong as there
are members to be elected. In prac-
tice, each party usually nominates one
or two members more than its estimat-
ed voting strength will permit it to
elect. This gives more real choice to
the people:

The ballots show the list of candi-
dates of each party separately, under
the respective party headings. Some
methods allow the voter either to cast
a vote for his party without designat-
ing any particular candidate, or to vote
for the candidate he prefers. Then, in
counting, when it is found as above,
that the Republicans are entitled to
three members, the three men who have
the highest number of votes on the Re-
publican list are declared elected. The
usual Swiss plan is to let each elector
have as many votes as there are mem-
bers to be elected; and he may give
part of them to one party and part to
another. This “multiple voting,” how-
ever, is open to considerable objection,
and the best plan is to give each elector
one vote only. He then casts his ballot
for one candidate, and it counts one
vote for the party whose list that can-
didate is on. For instance, if he puts
a cross against “John Smith” on the
Socialist list, that counts one in filling
the Socialist quota, and also counts one
for John Smith as a Socialist candi-
date,

How does a party establish its right
to be put on the official ballot? By ap-
plication, showing that it cast a certain
number of votes at the last election, or
that a certain number of voters peti-
tion for its being on the ballot. Voters
dissatisfied with the regular party nom-
ination can run a candidate or candi-
dates of their own; and an independent
politician can run as a little party ali
by himself.

MERITS AND DEMERITS.

The Swiss Free List is chiefly adapted
to the representation of parties, al-
though a modification of it might be
made, allowing any two or more can-
didates to run together, and get the
benefit of one another’s surplus votes,
without being formally designated as a
party.

The adaptation: of the single vote to
the Swiss Free List removes one main
objection to it—namely, the multiple
vote,

The only other strong objections to
the Swiss Free List are, (1) the waste
of votes by not utilizing all votes given
for rejected candidates; and (2) the
somewhat hap-hazard way in which
geats are got by means of the “re-
mainders.”

Buy 100 copies of Merrie England
and distribute them among 100 of your
acquaintances who are on the fence.

This corporal globe and everything
upon it belongs to its present corporeal
inhabitants during their generations.
They alone have the right to direct
what is the concern of themselves
alone, and to declare the law of that
direction, and their - declaration can
only be made by their majority.—
Thomas Jefferson.

He who still thinks that ‘‘competi-
tion is the life of trade” is a good deal
like the Democrat who persists in vot-
ing for Andrew Jackson.
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The Russian Artel.
By 1. Ziony.

The present economical system,
which makes the rich richer and the

a great error on their part is decidedly
a greater drawback to the movement
than if the S. D. of A, at present com-
mits an error. Suicide is suicide, trade
union is trade union, and it makes no

ing away, plece by piece, the legal
rubbish “lying all around our path.”
Upon the cleared foundation the Social
Democrats will build a grander civi-
lization where in truth wage slavery,
want and the fear of want will be
banished forever. The fulure belongs
to collective capital and associated ia-
bor, the Social Democracy of America.
When we meet there ““The mighty east
shall bléss the west, and sea shall an-

swer sea, and mountain unto moun-

tain call, praige God for we are free.”
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be given.

We have no place

kind, mental and material, that can

for

edged
,| R. L. Ryfkogel, Branch 2 of

shirks. Critics of work, when friend-
ly, are welcome. Cavillers and sneer-

study and experience run back for
thirty years and more. He suggests
the creation of a mutual assurance en-
dowment system for the primary pur-
pose of making an investment fund or
trust, the payments made to be used
for investment purposes only, and the
security to be found and founded in
the wealth-making power of colony
life and labor. This involves the cer-
tainty of home and education for all
dependents. It is not necessary now to
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he succeeded in organizing several
hundred artels (co-operative associa-
tions).

Thousands of paupers now have
their bread, thanks to Levitsky, not as
wage earners but as free workers of
their own land.

The members of a co-operative ag-
ricultural association are all working
together and sharing equally their
earnings and the fruit of their land.

Levitsky composed a plan of co-
operative agreement, by the rules of
which evervbody who joins an artel
binds himself to cbey. Like Debs here
in America, Levitsky, in Russia, gave
up his promising career, his life, his
property, to help the oppressed.

~ As Debs is hated here by all the rich
80 is Levitsky hated by the caplialists
there. Debs suffered in free America
for his ideas and Levitsky is suffering
under the government of one of the
best monarchs {hat ever ruled the great
Russian empire, and both got into
trouble for their efforts to save  the
paupers from the oppression of the
moneyed people. Here is a translation
of several articles of the dogovor
(agreement) composed by Mr. Levit-
sky:

1. Our own land and the leased one
belongs to the workingmen's associa-
tion. Everybody in the co-operation is
working and using the fruit of his
work, and the artel is the proprietor
of the property.

3. All taxes, insurance expenses,
ete., the artel pays.

95. The artel can engage itself in
every kind of trade except husbandry.

34. In case some one of the members
is sick or cannot work for some time,
on reasonable cause, his part .of the
crops, nevertheless, belongs to him.

38, The elderly and weak people do
not work hard and have only to look
for the children.

42, From the income of the artel 10
per cent. must be put into saving-
funds to provide for an unexpected
need. « &

52. The officers of the artel take no
salary and they have to work for the
artel as everybody else.

52. Vicious members may be sent
away from the community after re-
ceiving their part of the fruit of their
labor.

66. A withdrawing member can be
replaced by a new one, who shall take
upon himself all the obligations of the
co-operation.

69. For a debt of private character
of some member the artel cannot be
responsible.

78. An artel can have many mem-
bers, but not lesg than five.

74. Several artels can be consolidat-
ed into one great artel,

75. After staying flve years in a co-
operation every one has a right to
withdraw and receive his part of all
the inccmes.

The Beam and the Mote,

Some of the members of the S, L. P.
accuse me of apostacy because I avalil
myself of the opportunity of express-
ing my views and opinions in other
Soelalist papers than sanctified, or,
rather, monopolized by the prelates of
my own party, but they ghould bear in
mind the fact that my first and moder-
ate criticisms of the tactics of the party
have met with a peculiar “Socialistic"
indulgence at the doors of our party
press. If my case were singular or ex-
ceptional it would, of course, be good
policy on my part to refrain from be-
ing heard at all, but the true fact is
that members who have grown old un-

. der the party’s banner and haye la-
bored many years for what it now rep-
resents, have been treated likewise.

While this peculiar “Indulgence” is |

practiced in the party papers it will
certainly be natural that the *‘major-
ity” will be tound to sustain makeshifts
and artifices like the S. T. and L. A.
and will listen with passive indiffer-
ence to invectives against people that

s the membership
~ should be “‘S‘w ;

are both, as a rule, born In this world
poor, kept poor and die poor. Their
natural rights have been invaded by

positive enactments of the govera-
ment. They both protest,
More than “three-fourths” of the

business of the whole government per-
tains to  taxation and its concomi-
tants., And it is all a fraud and a
failure, The government says every
one must pay taxes in proportion to
the property one has that one calls
upon the government to protect. The
fact is: the more one has the less
taxes one pays, and the less one has
the more taxes one pays, and if one
has nothing, one pays more taxes than
one who has all

Taxes are paid only upon consump-
tion; not upon incomes. Capital does
not pay taxes. Anything in the course
of exchange that is taxed, adds the tax
to itself, and interest on it, and the
consumer pays it.

According to Thomas G, Shearman
it costs the government more to pay
the rich the profit they make upon the
taxes than all the taxes paid by the
rich. The very rich are above the
government,

Men dodge assessors and hide their
wealth. The tax system corrupts the
people. It fills the nation with liars
and perjurers. The system  creatps
courts, judges, lawyers, jailers, po-
licemen and detectives to deal with
the effects, Not only does the gov-
ernment exempt men from éxactions
in proportion as they become richer,
but it sells to some men the right to
tax all men for the use of the earth,
the natural, inalienable and common
heritage of all men, the source of all
their material wants. The great ma-
jority of men are thus not only so
much forestalled in producing what
befits their manhood, but have on the
top of them all expense of a profligate
government hidden in their consump-
tion.

The single (ax men see all this with
a very clear vision. Their souls are
afire with an intense determination to
make this world better. They act.
They say law has made men slaves.
So with natural equity they assail the
despotism they see and plead with
their fellows to come together and ax-
punge the bad laws from the statute
book.

One law in this line of taxation they
let remain—that one now upon ground
rent (and franchises, which are land),
until it bears the tax of government
in lieu of all other taxes,

As the present wasteful taxation of
the United States would not even take
up one-half of the ground rent thare
would be a revenue remaining that ile
single tax men would use in ushering
in Soclalism, Make free such func-
tions as: ‘‘the transmission of mes-
sages by telegraphs, building and op-
erating railroads, as well as opening
and maintaining common roads-—
public baths, museums, libraries, gar-
dens, lecture rooms, music and danc-
ing halls, theaters, universities, tech-
nical schools, shooting galleries, play
grounds, gynasiums, etc., .. ... dis-
coverers and ' inventors rewarded,
scientific investigations supported; and
in a thousand ways the public revenue

benefit.’—Progress and Poverty.

The single tax men make land and
franchises public property, and with
the rent therefrom they enter the
domain of Socialism—moving on to
where they will “reach the ideal of the
Socialist but not through government
repression.” :

Now let them talk if they want to
about “‘government repression’ as long
as they pull our way. Privately it
may be government expression lead-
ing to a co-operative commonwealth.
So why not add one more specific de-
mand to our list to help along, and
‘why not this harmless looking sen-
tence: ol
 9th. The abolitién of all taxation
save that upon land values,
~ Though some things about the
single tax may not be true—rate of
interest expected; scarcity of laborers
expected—it is not antagonistic to us.

| Some single tax men are. There will

be in their beds when they wake up
not the wild “cat” of “free competi-
tion,” as understood by them, but the
of heaven. They are surely clear-

made to foster efforts for the public|

Democrat of November 25 to an intelli-
A short time after-
wards I met the recipient of the paper
and asked him to join the Social De-
He was not yet well enough
informed cencerning the movement,

gent young man.

mocracy.

but produced that excellent and spirited

poem by Charlotte Perkins Stetson,
which he had cut out of the paper re-

ferred to. He said he had put it up on

the wall in the store where he worked,

and looked at it every little while until
he had committed it to memory.

“It is all just as the author says,”
said he. Then he put his finger on the
fifth stanza, which reads:

Learn!
see!
‘While the few can take
What the many make,
The courtry is not free!”

“Learn! The truth is plain to

That young man will soon be in the
Social Democracy, and he has the
earnestness and sincerity to make a
good worker, We want all of that kind
of people and can have them by plac-
ing before them the logic of Socialism.

Comrade Mendell is using all his
spare time in organizing a branch in
Malden, You will hear from him sooun.
Malden cast eighty-four votes for the
S. L. P. candidates last year, and is
good soil. It has a co-operative groc-
ery store with an increasing trade and
membership. While this cc-operative
movement is not Socialism, it will, be-
sides benefiting its stockholders pe-
cuniarily, prepare the way for bringing
many people into the movement,

C. F. BLANCHARD.

Mr, Editor:-—One of the interesting
features to me, also, of your paper is
the meeting notices, I, too, have no-
ticed their numbers steadily growing,
and it does me good.

How healthy, in a way, the Social
Democrat would look when the whole
of one page, as Comarade Phillips says,
is of meeting notices and growing.

There is one other feature in connec-
tion with these notices that all
branches should consider.

Reform papers have a hard time of
it. They seldom live long. They don't
get "the advertising to live on. They
can't get it. Everyone ought to be
proud to see the Social Democrat, the
national paper of the Social Democra-
cy, a good, strong, healthy paper, able
to make a good, strong fight. It only
takes about 360 meeting notices to
make a page, and that is nearly, at
25 cents, $25 per week on printer's bill
—quite an item,

The concentration of our efforts in
one state to build a commonwealth is
wisdom, and takes well. The concen-
tration of newspaper support till we
have at least one paper in the United
States that will .command general at-
tention, is the thing to do.

The thing not to do, that experience
shows Is often done, is the starting
at all the small crossroads, each one
pulling from the other, that “home in-
dustry” may be supported, a reform
paper, the same as its neighbor, the
epitaph of which is divided support.

Hocial Democeracy posted and enthused

by glving each person, by. virtue of

membership, the national paper free.

Yours for common land, individual la-

bor and common capital,
“G. A. HUBBELI .

So long as the homes are

no terrors for the criminal,

The battle for freedom is going on,
yet there are millions of suffering hu-

man beings who should be in it, but

who are merely loafing -around and
waiting for some one else to win, the

victory for them.—-ﬂundu Age,

Our edition of Merrle England

makes propaganda material that s
worth using. ‘- ‘

"'What attracted my attention first to
the Social Democracy was the display
of good brains at the head of it. How
wise the keeping each person of the

less
healthy and comfortable than Lhe
Jadls, imprisonment will be no punish-
ment, and in a soclety where 8,000
commit suicide every year, death has

W. P. BORLAND, Treasurer,

Colonization Commission.
To the Comrades of the Social Dem-
ocracy:

Important results have been reached
in the details of colonization work Jur-
ing the past two weeks. Joint meet-
ings have been held in this city by the
national executive board and the col-
onization commission of the Social
Democracy of America. Comrade Eu-
zene V. Debs, chairman of the board,
presided over the several meetings, he
having returned here from his work
of education and agitation for that
purpose. Vice Chairman James Ho-
gan was also in attendance, having
traveled from Ogden, Utah, for the
same purpose. Comrades Richard J.
Hinton and Cyrus Field Willard,chair-
man and secretary of the colonization
commission, also arrived from Denver,
Col., where they have been for some
time on important work relating to
colony organization and selection. The
joint meeting was complete as to at-
tendance, A number of lengthy ses-
sions were held, at which the whole
matter of co-operative colony effort
was fully discussed. Chairman Hin-
ton made an elaborate report in writ-
ing and verbally upon proposition and
property, which was considered in all
details, Favorable action relating to
the same was ordered by the unani-
mous vote of the joint bodies, but as
there is still pending important busi-
ness details, further statement must
of necessity be postponed for a short
time. Our comrades can, however,
rest assured that conditions are fav-
orable and that the most energetic con-
centration of effort will now be the
policy of your representatives in the
colonization commission and the ex-
ecutive board. The action of the ex-
ecutive in its cordial support of your
commissions work insures the utmost
unity. All are now hopeful of speedily
seeing the beginnings of the new so-
cial order, for which the most earnest
and arduous labors are required, and
to the establishment of which all of
knowledge, ability and devotion at
your representatives’ command are
fully and freely given. Full reports
of western commission work were
made, and encouragement is felt at
the abundant evidences presented of
the deep interest felt in all our in-
terior and continental states by the
brave and independent citizens there-
of. A remarkable showing was made
of the growth of socialist opinion and
convictions. This is shown especially
in the west, without limit as to the
social grade or class so-called “con-
scious” or otherwise.

The final result of the deliberations
had was to direct concentration dur-
ing the ensuing winter months upon
the preparations and megotiations
needed to put the pending colony prop-
osition into working order, which it
is now hoped and anticipated will be
by early spring. Details must be left
for a later statement. But the colon-
ization commission feels secure in call-
ing their comrades' hopeful attention
to this decision. It urges constant,
unremitting effort to help ferward the
consummation of the great work it has
on hand. The vast responsibilities it
undertakes cannot be pressed forward
to harmonious settlement without the
cordial encouragement and aid of all
who are looking to the dawn, and who
believe that
“It is coming up the steep of Time,
And this old world is growing bright-
er.”

For the joy that the sunrise brings
and the hopes that fill us all with
their marvelous melodiousness.

Plans are being prepared for colony
forming and administration. An her-
cullan task is set before us, but the
conditions, though massive, are still
simple in character. We assume the
same with the utmost faith, if our com-
rades ald in the same spirit. We ask
advice, we meed information, we re-
quire means, we want all possible sup-
vort, we demand of our comradeship

The Colony to be Pushed.

As has already been stated, the ef-
forts of the Colonization Commission
are now all concentrated to one end.
It is proposed to make a definite start
very soon.

Great things are in store for the
movement. It is impossible to give
all the facts at the present time, and
it would atlso be very injudicious so to
do.

Enough, however, can be said to
show to our members that the com-
missioners have been hard at work
and have definite plans. With a full
knowledge of all the circumstances, it
can be said as a word of advice to our
members: “Get ready,"”

Let every branch send in its con-
tribution of $20.
vidual members send in their contri-
butions. The next step advisable is
for each branch to select some one
man, if it has not already been done,
as a pioneer, and start at once to raise
a fund to send him to the colony and
keep him there three months. This
fund ought to be from $100 to $150.
Let every member realize that the
colonization work is going to be push-
ed from now on with intense vigor.
The thing to do is for the doubters to
realize this, and to take steps to get
into line with- their fellows before it
is too late, Many will later on wish
they had had confidence enough
have taken hold of the work.

“All honor to the pioneers” will be
the ery of the future. Every one
should help on the work—each in his
own way, and if they cannot be
pioneers they may at least contribute
something to help those who can.

Suggestions as to Funds.
Comrades are writing valuable sug-
gestions as to the raising of funds for
colony purposes.

Then let the indi-’

to |

Attention is called ]

system, and be, we trust, a growing
fund for the vast work on hand.

[ The Co-operative-Box.

The co-operative box, bearing the
| portraits of Eugene V. Debs and Col,
Hinton should be in the home of every
member, AWe have a few left and now
is the time to get one free, By and
by, when they are all gone, you will
wish you had one, especially when
you remember that you can get one
now by simply sending your name and
address with a two-cent stamp.

Their contents should be sent in on
the fifteenth of each menth., Tt forms
one of the easiest ways of helping on
this great work. Try it and see.

The son of the martyred Abraham
Lincoln has assumed the presidency of
the Pullman QCar Company in succes-
sion to the deceased George M. Pull-
man. Assuredly, he will never assume
the presidency of the United States as
one of the successors of his father. It
is an instructive faot that every min-
ister to England we have had since
the close of the war has been an en-
yemy to the people and has made it
| manifest upon his return to this coun-
try. This does not mean that the man
became an enemy of his country as a
| consequence of holding the ministry or
ambassadorship, but it does show the
‘(-lmmcter of the individuals who fill
{ tederal posts of honor. Politically,
ithe son of the great Lincoln is a de-
i generate, He has long been one of the
}lnﬂuentinl members of the great Chi-
i cago gas combine, besides acting in
ladvisory capacity in connection with
Enumorons other corporations. He has
now reached the surumit of his ignoble
career.~—Twentieth Century.

|
Prosperity that comes from adver-

to the desire by many who are not now |sity abroad will be followed by a re-

expecting to enter on colony life to aid [action.
| world will, in the end, hurt all the
t‘ world.—New Era.

this beneficent movement for collect-
ive ownership and the early bringing
together of idle land and unemployed

Whatever hurts part of the

labor under social economic conditions | 8hame on the costly mockery of piling

which will prohibit the exploitation of |
industry and enterprise, while creat- |
engaged |
therein. One suggestion in our last is-i
sue signed “Gray Beard” came from a|
practical and learned socialist, whose |

ing security for all of life

stone on stone

To them who won our liberty, the heroes
dead and gone,

While we look coldly on and see law-
shielded ruffians slay o

The men who fain would win their own,
the heroes of to-day.

JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL,

SOCIAL DEMOCRACY EDITION

Merrie England

Printgd on good paper,
propaganda pur
to hard-headed

from 1arge, clear type. This is the best book for
ses ever issued. The plain, common-sense talks of the author
ohn Swith are just what you want to place before your neighbors

whom you wish to convert. Order a quantity and make Socialists. The price is

within the reach of all.

Cash must accompany all orders.

BOOKS YOU SHOULD READ!

Civilization Civilized
m:ﬂzﬁ S; Stephen l‘l:;b:{'l? Reduc
ed to Ten Cents.

President John Smith
or, THE STORY OF A PEACEFUL
REVOLUTION, by Frederick Upham
m Bent postpaid to any address Ten

Man or Dollar, Which ?

A story of the Co-operative Commonwealth
in the ?m:.a States. Paper, 190 pages,
Twenty-Five Centa. A

Bersford’s Derringer
A Pocket Book of Statistics. Price,
Fifteen Cents.

Hard Times

The Cause and Cure. Price, Five Cents.

John Harvey ! ;

; io-ot:? of thoom:r'nna: ‘Bx Anon
Send Orders and make Remittances Payable to

SYLVESTER KELIHER

504 Trude Building
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‘With The Social Democrat
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The Coming Nation
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The American Fabian
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CHICAGO, ILL., THURSDAY DECEMBER 23, 1897.

 SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

A RECORD OF THE WEEK'S PROP-
AGANDA AND PROGRESS.

Some Interesting Facts About The
Movement From Various Parts of
The United States.

Our Evansville comrades are work-
ing heroically, and are meeting with
snceess on all sides. Thelir ward meet-
ings are an excellent feature; they are
well  attended, and are awakening
much interest in Social Democracy,
and resulting in substantial increase
in the membership. The comrades are
looking for a visit from some member
of the national executive board in the
near future.

The meeting of representatives of the
Chicago branches on the 18th inst. was
well attended and enthuslastic. A ven-
trai committee, to be composed of three
delegates from each branch of the So-
clal Democracy in Cook County, was
formed and a program for earnest and
aggressive work was outlined. The
committee will meet on the second
Saturday of each month at 8 o'clock
p. m, Communications concerning
propaganda methods and work may be
addressed to Comrade Seymour Sted-
man, Corresponding Secretary, room | ¢
504 Trude Building, Chicago. Cook |
County has now 26 branches, and the
central committee will find plenty of
work on hand.

The comrades of Branch 5 are ar-
ranging for a series of public debates,
and are considering the advisability of
engaging a larger hall and establishing
a club and reading room. The com-
rades have ordered 100 copies of Mer-
rie England and 25 copies of President
John Smith, which books will be
loaned, and will form the nucleus for
a circulating library of Socialist lixora-
ture. Branch 5 contains some
and earnest worke
in the cause of Social Democracy

are
being crowned with deserved success.

At the last meeting of Branch 0,
corner Sixty-fourth and Kimbark ave-
nue, delegates were elected to attend
the central committee meeting, and on
account of the holidays it was decided
to abandon the regular meeting of the
23d. The next meeting will be held on
Dec. 30, and in the meantime the ex-
ecutive committee of the branch will
secure a more spacious hall, The sec-
retary will notify all members of the
branch by postal card of the new place
of meeting, A large attendance is ex-
pected, as important matters are to be
discussed.

The first ‘gun in favor of Social De-
mocracy has been fired in the state of
Delaware, Comrade N. Blue of Branch
5 of Pennsylvania is responsible for it.
About two months ago he remeved to |
Wilmington, Del., and feeling like a)
fish out of water with no Soeial Demo- | ‘
crats around him, he determined to
call a number of public meetings to
make some. The first one was held |
Sunday afternoon, Dec, 12, and was a
gratifying success, J. C. Frost, chair-
man Branch 1 of Pennsylvania, was
the speaker. He presented a plain,
clear-cut pleture of Socialism, and |
made a favorable impression as the
beauties of the picture was unfolded. |

A A R R BN {

Less than two months ago Comrade
Luther S. Kauffman organized a new
religious association in Philadelphia !
under the title the Christian Socialist |
church., 1Its first meetings were held
in a small and inexpensive hall, but
it has now grown to such proportions |
that it has moved to the Casino Draw- |
ing room, a beautiful and commodious
hall, situated on Thirteenth street,
above Girard avenune. Its first service |
was held there Sunday evening, De-|
cember 12, The attendance was en-
couraging, the music and singing at-
tractive, and the sermon by Mr, Xauff- |
man on the “Signs of the Times'" was |
eloquent and outspoken against the !
evils of church and state. This new
church promises to be one of the most |
effective means in Philadelphia of |
forwarding the cause of Soclal Democ- | &
racy. I

{ the branch’s work,

{ Kernan,

y of life.

| ready being felt wherever they go,
{are doing our best to' keep up and our

| co-operative

ON TRIAL

| awdvance payment,

Comrade L. Zakshesky of New York
Branch No. 12 has adopted a novel
plan for the purpose of raising money
for propaganda purposes. The plan
is worth trying by other branches.
Comrade Zakshesky writes as follows:
“Get any merchant (member of our or-
ganization or sympathizer preferred)
to place near or in his store a penny
in the slot machine, which brings in
about 45 per cent profit, and all the
investment necessary is about $2.80 for
rent, which the branch advances and
gets back its investment in a short
time, 1 already have one machine
working and hope soon to put out a
number more. I advise our comrades
to follow this example, and am sure
they will find it a great help in raising
funds for our good work.”

The comrades of Washington Branch
No. 3, at Seattle, are doing excelient
worke Their Tuesday evening meet-
ings at 1118 Third avenue are well at-
tended, and are filled with interesting
and instructive features. The Question
Box is a very interesting feature, which
might be introduced with profit by
other branches. Questions are invited
from the audience at each meeting.
Any question which can be answered
simply by “Yes” or “No” is answered
by some member of the branch, unier
the direction of the executive board,
on the same evening it is asked, but
¢uestions which require extended an-
swers are held until the next meeting.
T'his has a tendency to awaken inter-
est and draw people back to the next
meeting in order to see how the posi-
poned questions will be answered.

| Among the lady members of the branch

are two expert musicians, who splen-
didly entertain the audience at each
meeting with fine selections on the
mandolin and guitar, Discussions and
lectures are also prominent features of
On Dee. 14th Rev,
North Seattle M., E.
Church lectured on Christian Social-
ism, and on the 21st Col. P. H. Mc-
a member of Branch 3, and
a veteran in the reform cause, deliv-
ered a very instructive and entertain-

Brown of the

ing lecture on Ancient and Modern
Slavery. The meetings are always
well attended, and muech interest is

displayed.

Mr. Editor:—Local Branch No. 7 of
Pennsylvania was organized by mem-
bers of Typographical Union No. 7 a
few months ago and has been growing
slowly but steadily since.

Our membership I8 not confined to
printers, but, on the contrary, we want
to. keep it out of trade lines and open
to any and all men of liberal thought.

We have had one public meeting and
were greatly pleased with the large
turnout. Our permanent headquar-
ters are at 318 Fifth avenue, where we
hold two meetings a month, the sec-
ond and third Sunday afternoons. The
third Sunday we intend to devote to
addresses on the objects of the Social
Democracy and the publie is always in-
vited and welcomed.

Aid is coming to us from all walks
The daily press of the city is
itolerant and gives us considerable
space,

Our local speakers will soon be able
| to talk on the subject with anyone, no
! matter how warped he may be on this
question, and, in fact, their work is al-
We

watchword is “Forward” all along the
line,
When once Pittsburg is awakened to

| the nobility of the principles of Social
! Democracy and the possibilities of the

commonwealth, she will
willingly bear her burden, do her duty
and fight to the last ditch and never
surrender. SECRETARY,
Branch No. 7 of Pennsylvania.

MEDICAL
TREATMENT

To Any Reliable Man.

Marvelous appliance und one month's remedies
Of rare power wm b sent on teinl, without any
L, by the foremost company in the
world in the treatment of men, broken sand dis-
couraged from effocts of excosses, mvrrv. over-

work, &c.  Happy marriige secured, complete res-
toration or development of all mhull eundulun:.
Tha time of this offer ln nmlu. hn ( . 0, D.
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EHIE MEDICAL c .’m NIAGARA oT.,

BUFFA LO, N.Y.
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i: DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 1:
1: OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRACY ADOPTED ::
:; AT CHICAGO, JUNE 21,1897. ::
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We hold that all men are born free, and

VWV

among which are life, liberty and happi- |
ness. In the light of experience we find
that while all citizens are equal In theory,
they are not so in fact, While all citizens
have the same rights politically, this po- |
litical equality is useless under the pres-
ent system of economic inequality, which

is essentially destructive of life, liberty
and happiness. In spite of our political
eéquality labor i= robbed of the wealth it
produces, the development of this
system It {s denied the means of self-em

ployment, and by enforced, idleness
through lack of employment, I8 even de-
prived of the necessaries of life.

system of economics s the direct oppo- |

can be plainly traced the existence of a
class that corrupts the government, alien- |
ates public property, public franchises and |
public functions and holds this, the
mightiest of nations, in n.hjecl dependence. |

Labor, manual and mental, being the |
creator of all wealth and all clvlllzauon.
it rightfully fellows that those who per-
form all labor and create all wealth uhould
enjoy the frult of their efforts. But this
is rendered impossible by the modern sys-
tem of production. Since the discovery
and application of steam and electric
powers and the general Introduction of
machinery in all branches of industry, l.he
Industrial operations are carried on
such f’muc means that but few a.
now able to possess them, and thus the
producer is separated from his products,

While in former times the individuai
worker labored on his own account, with
his own tools, and was the master ef his
products, now dozens, hundreds and thou-
sands of men work togather in shops,
mines. factories, etc., co-operating accord-
ing to the most eficient division of labor,
but they are not the masters of their
products. The fruits of this co-operative
abor are, in & great measure, -ufroprinl-
ed by the owners of the means of produc-
tion, to-wit by the owners of machines,
{nllrlw-, land and the means of transpor-
ation.

This ly.lom by gradually extinguishing
the midd: c‘w necessarily leaves but
two clnlu in our country; the large
class of workers and the small class of
great employers and capitalists,

Human power and natural forces are
wasted by this system which makes
“profit” the only“objest in business.

Ignorance and misery, with all concom-
itant evils, are perpetuated by this sys-
tem, which makes human labor a ware to
be bought in the ogen marke:, and places
no real value on human life.

Science and invention -.ro diverted from
their humane purposes and made instru-
ments for the enslavement of men and the
starvation of women and children,

e, therefore, hold that in the natural
course of social evolution, this system,
through the destructive action of its fail
ures and crises on the one hand, and the
constructive tendencies of its trusts and
other caplitalistic combinations on the
other, will annthilate the middle class, the

basis upon which this system rests, and
(hereby work out its own downfall,

We therefore call upon all honest citi-
Zens to unite under the banner o! the
Soclal Democracy of Am
we may be ready to co

making use of our pol
by taking possession of the public power.
80 that we may put an end to the
ent barbarous struggle, tlon
of cl.plu.llm. the rutout on of the land,
and of all the means of uotion, trans-
portation u:d distribution, to the people
as a collective body, and the substitution
of tha perative th for the
present state of planless proéucuon. in-
dustrial war and social disorder—a com-
monwealth, which, although it will not
make every man equal physically or men-
tally, will give to every worker the free
exercise and the full benefit of his tacul-
tles multiplled by all the modern fac-
tors of civilization and ultimately in-
augurate . the universal brotherhood
of man. The Social Democracy of Amer-
fea will make democr *‘the rule of the
people,” a truth, by en lnﬁilha economic
subjugation of 'the ov elming great
majority of the peop

With a view to lhe Immedll.u rellef of
the people, all our efforts shall be put
forth to secure to the unemployed self-
-upporux:‘: omployment. usin; | proper

means to that en For such

rggu one of the states of the Union,
hereafter determined, shall be se-
lecmd for the concentration of our sup-

{‘orten and tne introduction of co-opera~
dustry, and then gradually extend-

ing the sphere of our open.uonn until the
National  Co-operative wealth

are endowed with certain natural rights, |

To the obvlous fact that our despotic |

site of our democratic system of politics, |

‘%‘
% MEETINGS OF 3
¢ LOCAL BRANCHES £

| [Noticos of meetings will be published
} under this head for 25¢ per month.

(222 aa ra e a i)

California.

Branch No. 6, San Francisco, Cal,, meets
overy Sunday at 2 p. m., at W9 slnrkol stroet.
| The general public is invited to attend.
§ Branch No, 8, Bakersfield, Cal., meets the first

| Sunday of umh month, on or before the full of

tho moon, at 2 p, m., in "Mattson's Hall,

Colorado.
Branch No. 1, Denver, Colo,. meets every Suu-
day at 3 p. m,, Union Hall, 1712 Curtis street.

Iiinois.

Branch No. 1 meets every Sunday, 2:30 p, m.,

M 1958 East Madison street, Chicago. Good
rakers. Everybody Free discussion®

' }\m.u change of hal

Branch No.4,C Illl ago, 111, meetsevery Sun.
day st 3 p.m., at 8424 South Halsted street.

Branch No, 5, meets 2d and 4th Tuesday of
| each month at8 o'clock p. m., at Social Hall,
corner 113th st. and Michigan ave. Chicago.
| Branch No. 8, Cliicago, meots at Ryder Memo-
| rial Hall, northwest corner Bixty-fourth street
jand Kimbark aveonue, every Thursday evening
fat 7:50, Pubiic uxvn--«l

Branch No. 9" meets 2d, and {th Mondays
at 8 p. m.. 63d street and Contre avenue, Chicago.
Business meoting for members only 1st Sunday
of each month at 10 a. m.

Branch No. 10 meetsevery Wednesday at 221 N,
Clark street, Chicago. at 8 p. m.

Branch No. 21 meets every
Mondays at S p. m. at Social Turner Hall,
mont avenue and Paulina street, Chicago.

Branch No. 25 meets every Friday evening,
southeast corner Sedgwick and Sicgel streets,
Chicago,

invited.

first and third
Bel-

Indiana.
Branch No. 8, Richmond, Ind., meets 2d and
4th Wednesday evenings, hall of German Benev-
olent Society, corner 5th ‘sud Main strects.

Mussachusetts.

Branch, No. 1, meets every Sunday from 6
p.m. to 10 p, m. at Homestead Hatl, 726 Wash-
ington street, Boston. Meetings for discussion
and education. Everybody invited.
meeting for members only from 9 pam. to 10 pam,

Branch No, 5, L)nu meots overy Friday at 8
e, in Woman's C I|r|-lmn Temperapee Hall,
cor, Oxford and Washington Sts. Business last
meoting in mooth. All nlhnr meetings «luca-
tional.

Missouri. .
Branch No. 1, 8t. Louis, Mo, Meets every Fri-
day at 8 p. m., at 1223 N, Broadway.
Branch No. 3 meote every 2d and 4th Tuesday
at 1th and Wyoming sts..St. Lounis, M, M. Dorn,
Secrotary. 1933 Lami Street,

New Jersey.

Branch, No. 1, meets overy Tuesday. Club
rooms are open for friends nlso on Thursday,
Saturday and Sunday, 856 Pacific street, Pator-
son,

Branth No. 2 meets every first and third
Wednesday evenings at Aurora Hall, 45 William
stroet, Newark.

Branch No. 4, meets every Thursday at Pro-
gressive Labor Hall, corner Barclay and Mont-
gomery streets, Newark.

New York,

The Greater New York City Central Commit-
tee of the Bocial Democracy of America, meets
every Saturday at 820 p, m., at 212 East Broad
way. Nicholas Aleinikoff b(\cmllr}‘. &7 Nassau
strect, New York City.

Branch No. 2, New York city. Meets second
and fourth W mlum«lnn of each month, at 347 E.
Forty-ninth street at s p. m. L. Frank. chairman,

Branch No. 6, 12th Assembly Distriet, S, D. A.,
moeots every Frulur at 8 p.m, at Amoruln bmr.
No. 112 Clinton street, New York City. Charles
Russianoff, 73 Suffolk strest, Secretary.

Branch No, 8, Tenth Assembly District, New
York City, meota second and fourth l-mhyn of
each month at 8 p. m., Liberty Hull, 255-257 E,
Houston street, l;eczun'u each meeting. Sam'l
Whitehorn, Secrotary, care of B, Margolis, 176
Suffolk street.

Branch No. 10, Buffalo, N. Y.,meets every Tnes-
day at 8 p. m., Schweizer", s Hall 453 Broadway.

Ohio.
Branch No, 2 meets every Monday evening at
8 o'clock, Stengel’s Hall, cor. Pearl and Monroe
streets, Cleveland,

Ponnsylvania.

Branch No. 1 meets every Sunday and Tuesday
ll&r m., Co-operative Hall, 1125 Poplar streot,
Phi dolphm‘

. 7, Pitt meets in K. of P
lhll .ila l'mh avenue, fourth floor, on the sec.
ond and fourth Bundays of each month, at 2:20
p. m. Secretary's address, 1521 Bedford avenne.

v

Branch No. 10, Allegheny, Pa., meets every
Sunday evening at 242 Beaver avenue, Te-
tary's address, 174 Manhattan avenue,

Tennessee.

shall be established.
We also make the tollowing specific
DEMANDS FOR RELIEF:
1. The public ownership of all industries
controlled by monopolies, trusts and com-

bines.

2. 'rhe puhuo owners of all rallroad.
telegraph, tele| ane, n.lP eans of trl.n:'
porutlon. commu! c&uon, water works,

Bas electric plants, and all other pub-
lic utilities.
. The puhllc ownnu of m gold, lﬂ-

h and lmpronmenu for the
t of the unemplo the publlc
t to be utilzed for t purpose.
6. All useful inventions to bo free to all,
;l‘n'%"lnvmw to be remunerated by the
c.
7. The establishment of Postal Savings

Ba.n
‘The adoption of the Initiative and tha
Batcmdum the ve Manda
Proporti mui Representation. -

Thst indefatigable worker, Comrade
J. C. De Armond, has organized a now
workers as Comrade De Armond in the
branch at Mosea, Colorado. With such
field working for Social Democracy,
Colorado will noon bc solldly ornn-,

B h No. 1, Nashville, Tenn., meets every
Tuesday at 7.50 p. m., 60245 Charch street. Visit-
ors cordially invited.

Texas.

Branch No. 1. Houston, Texas, meets second
and fourth Thursday of each month in Union
Men's Hall, on Franklin streot, between Main
and Travis stroets,

Branch No. 4, Dallas, Meets overhSnndny at
8 p, m, at Social Democracy Hall, 525 Main street.

Wuhln‘ton
Brnnrh No. 2, Tacoma, Wash,
dn‘y ntma'&m.. :: Amry nll
uteres Programi
l c oo:dhll: !
lloonlln.
Wi in Central Conf: of
the execntive committeemen of the !unbnn hes

moeets ove
corner 15t
me. Puab-

of the Social lﬂmocncy in Milwaukee, Meats
first and third Monday mninu of each mouth
at 802 Chestnut street, Milwaukee. Frederick
§ 8 Hutb meury.

Business Meetings Friday,
hov. 19, mr. ;nd -vnry fourth Fﬂ thereafter.

discussion oducation

m—m.y uuc. lw.md cur tourth P;ﬂdn
:nnuo ud umt. lﬂlnnkao. Wis.
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ARE
YOU

A
UNION
MAN ?

THEN
STAND
upP
FOR

THE
PRINCIPLES
OF

CLOTH-

Get your dealer to buy these goods—he'll do it for the ssking and you'll help the UNTON

cause—~or we'll

send you tape mensure, sumples and self-measurement blank, with a ‘lnul) gilt

edged Russia leather pocket me: smorandum book free.

HAMILTON CARHARTT & CO.

The Firm that is making
UNION MADE Clothing FPopular,

DETROIT, MICH.

“THE UNION

FOREVER!”

THE UNION-MADE OVERALLS ARE MADE BY

Sweet, Orr& Co.

THE LARGEST OVERALL MANUFACTURERS IN THE WORLD.

GUARANTEED NEVER TO RIP.

If you don’t wear Overalls, you must wear Pants.
You should wear Shirts and you should wear Sack Coats,
They are all the Best that can be made.

Our Brand is on all.

INSIST upon our goods.

If your local dealer don’t

keep them, then write to

SWEET, ORR & CO.

New York City.

Chicago, I1l.
I

Newburgh, N. Y.

ARTIFIGIAL ARMS AND LEGS

PATENTS

Marks' Improved Rubber Hands and Feet are Natural in
, Actlon, Noiseless in Motion, and the Most

Durable in Construction,

It is not unusual to see men of every vocation wearing one or
two artificial Jegs, of MARKS' Patents, performing as much as
men in posseasion of all their natural members, and experiencing

a little or no inconvenience.

BOTH LEGS AMPUTATED BELOW THE KNEES,
MaxarosECK, N, Y,
Dear Sir:—Over twenty years n;iu I bad both' my lw:a
1 necessitated ampu-
By the advice of my surgeous
Your reputstion as
the most competent in the land had so impressed me
I felt thatl was soon to realize

Mg. A. A, MaRgs.

erushed by the railroad cars, whic!
tation below the knees.
I placed myself under your eare.

that, from the first,
the most that skill and ingenuity could possibly
me. Inthis I have not been dis-
appointed, for your labors have
restored me to my feet, and [am,
for all practical purposes, myself
again, 1 well remember how
proud I was when your genius
slaced me in a position in which
could indulge in yonthfal sports,
how 1 availed myself of every ad-
vantage, playing ball, boating,
fishing and huuting in summer,
and skating in winter. 1 even
went $0 far a5 to swing my part-
ner ou several occasions in ru
dauces. 1 have always felt that
your artificial legs were wonders
and ought to be known (hrun.:h-
ount the land. My latest fad is
riding a bicyele. I found the

task difficult at first, but after ropeated attempts I ride well and enjoy it.
X Respectfully yours, JAME

OF 1895

do for

MES A. McDoxaLp, P.M.

Ovor 19,000 seattered in all parts of the world.
mend the Rubber Foot and Hand.
highest award. Thoy are endorsad and
A treatise, containing M4 pages, with 800

ments, by wlurh limbs can bs made and sent to all parts of the world with fit guaranteed.

A A IIRKS, 101 BROADWAY NEW YORK CITY

ESTABLISHED
44 YEARS,

IIITHE (11 ‘

Eminent surgeons and competent. judges com-

At the World's Columbian Expasition they received the
purchased by the Unmul States and foreign governments.
lustrations, sent free; also a formula for taking measore-

Address

ua not (onger be de«e:ved hy u!l-nrded Ties.
Read the truth, It will pay you dividends.

COMING NATION THINK OR STARVE

Is the hottest Socialist paper
in this or any other country.
It monkeys not with side is-
sues but goes to the spot by
advocating the collective own-
ership of all the means of pro-
duction and distribution, s8¢ {
Edited, owned and published {
by the Ruskin Co-operative i
Colony, composed of working- {
men who own what they pro- !
duce. They have built a town; i
they own it. The average |
worker builds a town and ]
somebody else owns it, Mt |

{

Do yon want to read a paper
of this kind? We print it
every week and charge 50 cents
per year or 10 cents for three
months. W88t St St

}
|
SEE 'SOCIAL DEMOCRAT” CLUBBING |
LIST AND SEND YOUR SUBSCRIPTION |
T0 504 TRUDE BUILDING ... GHIGAGO}
i‘

|

|

i

| year.

The Best
| Reform Magazine...

| Eltweed Pomeroy.

THAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE.

TO-DAY—this moment—you are being robbed of
what you cwrn. How much I Not Jess than 1,00 &

Do you know how! Do you know why |

Formerly NEW OCCASIONS.
Onls
s One Dollar a-Year

in the World. 10 cents a number.
llnnthly—l:ighly Pages.
Flower, Founder of tho Arena.

i . 0.
Evrrozs: urm B U+ Adamns, Ed. New Occasions.

New T Is the fearloss advocate of the INITIATIVE and
Ruysnexpus, Majority Rule, Sclentitie Government,
Monctary Reform and Physical and Ethical Culture.

Among hundreds of brilliant wrifers who
will regalarly contribute to ity pages are

Prof. Richard T. Ely.
Senator Tilman.
Herbert N. Casson.
Frances E. Willard,
Pred, George A. Gates,
Mary A. Livormore.
Abby Morton Diaz,

Prof, Frank Parsons.
Menry D. Lloyd.
Seuator Butler.

Hamlin Garland.
Justice Walter Olark.
Eugene V., Dobs.

| Guv, I 8 Pingree, John PrAlgold.
Lilllan \Vhl!lnx. Helon Campbell.
A M. Lew: Senator Pettigrew,

mmmm—uuumemm-nun-
three months and PRESIDENT

veive THE ll'

JOHN BMITH, the lury of & Pue-ul l-vol-ucm iy
hdlﬂelv Adams, aa {llustrated boo! 200 pagesand
&n idea on every page. Wrife t.ay.

Charles H. Kerr & Company, Publishers

56 Fifth Avenue. CHICAGO.

Mothers!  Mothers!  Mothers! .

MRS, \.V«l‘N‘SLOW SE?I(}(I)'T"IN‘:IS(:RLP
b
Fihiars g fhad o(:;;:éhcir umwnm’ wetle
U

I.BGA. hold by dm:sm ln ntrr wt of

M. B
::crvml u'&yrnp" and o oﬂm’ kin d.

Twenty-five couts a bottle.

MERRIE ENGLAND: Six cents in
slamps buys one copy.
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