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Rosa Proletaire Writes a Few Interesting Notes

German Socialism Ably Reviewed

-

ADVANCE OF THE MOVEMENT AGAINST DETERMINED OPPOSITION OF

THE RULING CLASSES.

GERMANS RECOGNIZE THE .

VALUE OF AN INDEPENDENT PRESS. .

My Dear Brother John:

The other night I read some articles
written by an English Socialist about
Ferdinand Lassalle, the great agitator
and founder of the Social Democratic
party in Germany. Lassalle took the
same grounds as Debs; even to our
enemies we must do what is fair, right
and just, he said, and above all we
must act like men, not like boys. We
must act in such a manner that even
our most bitter enemies will be mor-
ally compelled to respect us,

* % =

Apropos! While referring to this
great man Lassalle who commenced his
Socialist agitation in 1862, if I remem-
ber right, 1 am reminded of the annnal
congress of the Social Democratic party
of Germany held in Hamburg, October
4 to October 10. Since you have com-
menced to study the International So-
cial Democratic labor movement from
authentic sources, and since I am in
possession of authentic reports from
a friend of mine who lives on the other
side of the Atlantic I consider it my
duty to give you a synopsis of the
proceedings of lhat Hamburg congress,

. .

It is not by uccldem that the q()clnl
Democratic party of Germany is today
the strongest and most powerful labor
party on the face of the earth, Neither
is the party exclusively the result of
the agitator's work. Politieal and
economic conditions were more favor-
able in Germany than in any other
country. In 1862 Ferdinand Lassalle
commenced his Socialist propaganda,
This was at a time when our American
Republic was in the midst of a bloody
civil war caused by the chattle slavery
question. This civil war wus ended in
1865.

- - -

From this year on America became
a paradise for the millionaires and
speculators, and even wage-workers
made considerable money for a time.
Indeed, it looked as if every American
wage worker could become a million-
aire, and there were fobls enough to
believe that this was really true. Pros-
perity ruled supreme. Millionaires
sprang up like mushrooms after a re-
freshing summer rain. The blood of
our brothers that was shed on the bat-
tlefield had become the fertilizing ele-
ments on the field of capitalism and
gpeculation. Under such prosperous
conditions, of course, there was neith-
er need nor time for Socialist propa-
ganda, because everybody was free to
become a millionair

L - -

While America was going through
this period of convulsive, feverish
rrosperity, Germany went through a
series of political revolutions, and
above all, Germany underwent a gen-
eral intellectnal revolution. Bismarck,
in order to gain power and to be vie-
torious over his adversaries in Vienna
and Rome, was fishing for the sym-
pathy and united assistance of the
German people. Following the advice
of Ferdinand Lassalle he introduced,
or had to introduce, a system of Uni-
versal Suffrage that is, in many parts,
much better than the system we have
in this country. Besides, in order to
win the battle for his own personal
honor, in order to break the power
and influenca of the Catholic church,
he introduced in Germany a better sys-
tem of popular education, so that to-
day Germany has one of the best, if not
the best, public school systems in the
world.

Brother John, you will clearly see
that an excellent public school system
and Universal Suffrage were just the
means the German Socialist workmen
were waiting for. Unlike their Amer-
fcan brothers they made good use of
these reforms, and the very same
weapons whereby Bismarck overpow-
ered the reactionary power in Vienna
and Rome were later on used by the
Socialist workmen of Germany to up-
set the throne of the “Chancellor of
Blood and Iron” and to force the great-
est statesman of his age to retire from
public life.
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Ten years of Anti-Socialist lawn—
1878-1888—could not kill the Social
Democratic movement. Thousands of
fathers, brothers and sons had to
leave Germany, their families, their
~home, their all! Thousands of fami-
~ lies were brought to bankruptey and
_despair under Bismarck’s rule. Thou-
sands of brave men lvont years and

other crime then being
lievers in Soclalism. Bntin,
Bismareitemn
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To give you an idea, Brother John,

of the growth of Social Democracy I
give you the following authentic fig-
ures of the Sociallst vote in Germany
for the last 25 years:

Total Number
of Social
Democratic Members
Election in Votes, Elected.

And in 1896 the number of Socialist
Deputies was forty-seven!
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The recent Hamburg congress was
attended by over 200 delegates repre-
senting about 2,000,000 Socialist citi-
zens of Germany out of an entire pop-
ulation of about 50 millions. Although
the Socialists are the strongest party
in the empire their number of mem-
bers of the Reichstag is not the high-
est, which is due to the “gerryman-
dering” of the government in the
strongest Socialist districts, as well as
to the fact that in cases of “Second
Ballots” all the capitalist parties com-
bine to defeat the Socialist candidates.

. * -

Paul Singer opened the congress and
was elected permanent chairman of
the same. He recommended that 'the
delegates send fraternal greellnga to
the striking machinists of England.
Unanimously adopted. The reports of
the executive council were read and
accepted; they present a very encour-
aging outlook. For the Hamburg long-
shcremen’s strike the German Social-
ists collected nearly 2,000,000 marks,
about $500,000!—inside of about three
months,
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Telegrams of congratulation are
receivéd from the Socialist parties of
the various countries. August Bebel
declared that in 1898 the Socialist par-
ty would gain perhaps twenty-five or
thirty new seats in the Reichstag, and
that the vote would be far above the
2,000,000 mark. It was decided to take
part in the Prussian Landtag elections,
although the prospects are that the So-
cialists may not elect a single candi-
date, owing to the so-called “Three
Class Suffrage,” under which a single
capitalist has more voting power than
10,000 wage-workers.

. 3 b d

The resolution in regard to the par-
ticipation in the [Prussian Landtag
elections contained the clause that the
Social Democratic party shall not en-
ter into any compromise or entangling
alliance with any other political party.

- . =

Comrade Bebel was elected chair-
man of the executive committee, Com-
rade Singer as vice-chairman, Com-
rade Gerisch as treasurer, and Com-

‘rades Pfanukuch and Auver as secre-

taries., Comrade Mrs. Clara Zetkin has
been elected a member of the auditing
committee,
- .
Of the Hamburg longshoremen’s
strike fund 171,227 marks were con-
tributed by the Socialists of Hamburg,
while the Berlin Socialists contributed
166,525 marks. Brother John, how
much did the New York or Chicago or-
ganized wage-workers contribute to
the strike fund of the coal miners dur-
ing their present strike? Mr. Ratchford
might perhaps answer this question.
* = ®
The Scelal Democratic party of Ger-
many owns now thirty-nine daily pa-
pers, of which the “Berlin Vorwaerts”
alone has 45,000 subscribers, while the
“Hamburg Echo” has  about 40,000
subscribers.  Besides the party owns:
Fifteen papers published three times
a week; nine papers twice a week; ﬂve.
papers once a week; one paper once
a month. There are also fifty-five So-
cialist trades union papers in Ger-

{many, of which one is published three

times a week, twenty-eight once a
week, one three times a month, twen-
ty~two every two weeks, and three
once a month,

* % ;

One hundred and &wanty-lonr
pers fighting for the principles of 80-
cial Democracy!  Brother John, it
makes me fe¢l bad to think that the
American wasa-mkau are still with-

th-y lﬂ}l depend on the Plutoeratic
‘to. molr

During the same period the Soclal-
ists of Germany had the, pleasure of
enjoying a total imprisonment of sev-
enty years, ten months and twenty
dhys for ‘“‘illegal” agitation, Besides
they had to pay fines amounting to
28,229 marks.

. s

In 1898 the general elections to the
German Reichstag will take place. Un-
doubtedly the capitalist parties will do
al]l in their power to keep the Social
Democrats out of the mational legisla-
tive body. This, however, would be
quite a job for them. I assure you,
Brother John, that our Socialist com-
rades of Germany are prepared for the
battle; we need not trouble ' about
them, for they know their duty., Their
next victory at the ballot box will be
an encouraging signal for the wage-
workers of the world to follow their
noble example,

* s »

By the way, Brother John, I almost
forgot to inform you of the fact that
our old comrade, Liebkuech, who I8
now 73 years old, has been sentenced
to four months’ imprisonment because,
at the opening of last year's Socialist
congress in Breslau, in answering the
Emperor's attacks on Socialism and
the Soclalist party, solemnly and em-
phatically declared that the Socialists
were standing on such high moral
ground that the mudslinging of an in-
dividual sitting on a certain imperial
throne could not reach them. Brave
old veteran of Social Democracy! Hon-
or to your name!

& * »

My notes are getting rather lengthy
this week, Brother John, but the sub-
ject is so interesting and important
that I can not help adding the follow-
ing cablegram of the ‘Associated
Press,” which shows that the most
prominent professors of German uni-
versities are becoming fearless advo-
cates of Sccial Democracy. Just read
the following:

REINHOLD'S DEFE;NBE OF SOCIAL-

Berlin, Oct. '.’S.-—AnA 1:xtruorﬂlnnry scene
was witnessed last night at the Univer-
sity of BEerlin, on the occasion of the in-
augural address of the new professor of
political economy, Dr. Reinhold, of Wies-
baden. Dr. Reinhold's appointment last
July evoked a chorus of execration be-
cause he had asserted that ‘‘soclal demo-
eracy should be left to find its own solu-
tion.”

The crowd of students that gathered to

hear the inaugural address was o large
iRt the: mnat spac! 23 vonm oy the- uedeak
versity had to be used. Dr, Reinhold de-
precated “that view of soclalism which
regards it as mere gutter agitation, whleb
can be suppressed by the military.” He
ald:
B"Such a view evinces the narrowest
shortsightedness, for this is a battle of
spirit againgt spirit. The laborers are
fighting for freedom; and it is nothing
out of the normal course of civilization
in the progress from the status of slavery
to the status of contract.”

The lecture was loudly cheered, the ap-
plause quite nunlng.lh: few hisses.

-

With best wishes for our noble cause
of Social Democracy, I remain, your
beloved sister,

Class Consciousness.

Members of the Social Democracy
will do well to exercise care in the
matter of preaching class-conscious-
ness. If it is not done with under-
standing it may do mischief and also
obscure the very fact that makes the
difference between our -organization
and that of the Socialist Labor party.

Like fire, class-consciousness as &
political slogan is a good servant but
a bad master, The class-consciousness
that makes an Anarchist throw a bomb
into a restaurant full of innocent peo-
ple, even though these people are
members of the ruling and oppressing
economic class, is not well in hand.
The class-consciousness that inspires
a man like Marx to consecrate his
whole life to labor, looking to a time
when classes can be abolished, is class-
consciousness understandingly used.

Karl Marx did not belong to the
proletariat, but he wanted that class
emancipated as a part of a general
emancipation, of society as a whole.
He wanted proletarians to feel their
class-consciousness so that they would
be able to understand the guiding
forces in a capitalistic society, The
cry of the toilers for justice could only
become formidable when the toilers
themselves felt their solidarity. Their
only chance to help in the demand for
social regeneration was to feel their
class interests. ' “Proletarians o
world unite,” rang out the volce of

Socialism is something more than a
mere labor question, It is a demand
for an equalizing of burdens and an
equalizing of benefits throughout the
whole society. Class-consciousness for
the laboring man is safe -where it is
made a part of a high moral demand
in the interests of society as a com-
plete organism- and not of one class
only, The toiling class needs the

noring the system that produces them
is wasted energy.

If we were to preach class-conscious-
ness and class interest to all classes
of society it would work mischief. For
instance, the most persistent fighters
for a new and better order of society
have come from the middle and even
the upper class. The peerless agita-
tor, Ferdinand Lassalle was the son of
a wealthy wholesale merchant of
Breslau, and need not have troubled
himself with the miseries of the toil-
ers. Karl Marx came from a German
family of high social position, and his
co-worker, Engels, lived and died a
rich man. Ferr Liebknecht of the
German Souiul Democracy of today
started out with a college education,
although he has never been at all a
rich man. His co-worker, Bebel, be-
longs to the employer class, not to the
proletariat, though he started from the
lcwer rank. In England the late Wil-
liam Morris was a wealthy and pros-
perous manufacturer, and that master
mind, John Ruskin, had he been true
to his class interest,, would have been
a fighter for the rights of amassed
wealth instead of the grandest of war-
riors for the rights of the common peo-
ple.

In view of all this it will be seen
that much of our hope comes from
the middle class and that even the
upper class may be nppealed to. The
member of the upper class has powers
of endurance not possible to the pro-
letarian. In the past the fight against
the capitalistic system has recruited
valuable fighters from the capitalist
class itself; it will be the same in the
future. Manifestly then, the interests
of the revolutionary movement de-
mand tactics that will keep no one
through prejudice from joining us. If
the member of the upper class follows
out his class interest he is found to
be against us; if his sense of justice
gives him a clear view of the social
situation he may become one of our
hardest fighters. Narrow, bitter and
unnecessarily offensive propaganda
will work more harm than good, there-
fore,

The very atmosphere today is
charged. with Socialistic thought. In
sclentific circles it is constantly up for
discussion. The competitive system
has gradually produced an atmosphere
that is unfavorable for the best in-
terests of art and literature and this
has forced Socialism into the thoughts
of the upper class, for they are com-
ing to see that there is no other es-
cape. The masses must have more
leisure and comfort and become part
of a Higher social life; if our civiliza-
tion is not to become utterly unbear-
able,

This demand for juster social ar-
rangements comes to the more intel-
ligent people almost unconsciously. It
is the triumph of their better natures
over their former prejudices.

Our magazines and reviews by dis-
cussing Soclalism are doing good ser-
vice in riuding people of their preju-
dice against the name, and we must
not underestimate the value of that
work.

An effective American Soclalistic
party must take all these things into
account, and make its campaign on
the highest moral grounds. We must
not make Socialism obnoxious to the
people. We must make it attractive to
them; must make a direct appeal to
their reason and love of justice. This
is the ground occupied by the Social
Democracy of America, and in this
light it can be easily seen that it is
not a mere competitor of the Socialist
Labor party, but an organization lead-
ing to the same goal by means of dif-
ferent tactics. These two organiza-
tions have a common enemy: Capi-
talism and the wage system. They
should be content to fight side by side
until the time when they can see their
way open to a united advance by tac-
tics that will be acceptable to both.

One of our Chicago comrades I8
about to establish a school of penman-
ship, and as a departure from time-
worn methods he desires to put before
his pupils a collection of Socialistic
mottoes to copy from. For instance,
instead of that well-known friend of
our childhood days, “Honesty is the
‘best policy,” we might have “Honesty
and capitalism cannot exist together.”
Our comrade's idea is to begin with the
letter A, and he thinks that by the
time his pupils have arrived at Z they
will be Socialists, if he can get the
proper sort of mottoes before them.
The idea is a good one. Send’your
sugxeltions for mottoes to this office.

3

Land is uppormniw to labor. There |
scarcity of Jand, but pri-

Will The Change Come by Evolution or Revolution?
Question by The Man Without a Soul

ALL THAT IS LACKING TO CREATE REVOLUTION OUT OF PRESENT
CONDITIONS IS A LITTLE FURTHER OPPRESSION *

When society is growing in enlight-
enment, in education, in true morality
and broad equality; when the govern-
ment is in the hands of the people,
run by the people, for the people's best
interest, and all the people are grow-
ing warmer toward each other, with a
tendency to give each child born into
the world an equal opportunity to dig
a livelihood out of the natural ele-
ments; when all wrongs are righted
as mearly as it is possible to right
them; when the thought becomes more
general that private ownership of all
natural sources of wealth is wrong;
when public officers feel it their duty
to guard and protect the weak from the
strong, to apply the law justly, to
check the encroachments of tyranny
and oppression, whether of govern-
ment or individual origin; when the
tendency is for men to live together
as brothers—this Is evolution.

But when the weak receive no pro-
tection from the government, and
must arm themselves to stop the fur-
ther encroachments of plutocrary,
backed by the political tools who hold
the reins of government—this is revo-
lution,

All that is lacking to make a gen-
uine revolution out of present condi-
tions, dis for the oppressed people to
attempt checking the encroachments
of plutocracy by force,

All that is needed is for the people
to sign another declaration of inde-
pendence, and say to the trusts and
combines of plutocracy, “you shall go
no farther, but shall now give back
to the people the rights you took from
them,” and the great revolution will
be on, i

No one dreads the approaching
crisis more than the thoughtful So-
clalists, He sees either evolution or
revolution growing out of the people’s
wrongs.

Socialism is the school of evolution,

where a remedy is pointed out to cure

the crimos of this barbarous age; but
the blood of martyred laboring men
who have been shot down during the
last few years for demanding no fur-
ther encroachments from plutocracy,
cries loudly to the outraged souls of
the oppressed . for vengeance, and
there are more bitter souls brooding
over brutal wrongs everywhere in the
clvilized world, than ever before in
the history of human outrage.

When 1 talk to the calculating busi-
ness man concerning the bitter strife
going on between men, he only smiles,
and tells me that the successful busi-
ness man has no time for sentiment,
and emotion, and feeling, and sensi-
bility, and sympathy, and must travel
in the beaten and hard path of cold
commerce, and not turn out for any
one, unless crowded out by some
stronger competitor, 4

This answer always recalls to my
mind the fact that toads and snakes
and alligators and sharks, and all
beasts of prey, and hawks and eagles
and vultures and buzzards have mo
sentiment or feeling or emotions, and
travel in the hard beaten path of na-
tural instinct in search of flesh and
blood to devour,

To which animal or.fowl or reptile
shall we compare our Rockefellers and
Carnegies and Pullmans and Sages and
Vanderbilts and Morgans and Grover
Clevelands and Hannas and McKin-
leys, and the other human reptiles who
have no sentiment nor feeling nor
sympathy?

Will evolution ever penetrate the
boiler-plate of greed and cold caleulat-
ing cruelty that surrounds their souls,
or must the opposite remedy be op-
plied to such cattle? ’

Is it any wonder that civilization is
growing indifferent toward poetry and
art, music and the sentiment that
makes man lovable, and the love of
dollars is crowding all that is manly
out of our lives?

Evolution cannot reach the man who
is cold and dead to sentiment and
feeling, for he no longer loves his fel-
low man, except in the way the hyena
loves the-lamb.

So fast as sentiment and feeling and
emotion and sympathy fade away from
civilization, just so fast are we drifting
into animalism, and every hope of
reform in the thoughtful man's bosom
stands trembling in silent awe; for
that hope can only see reform far out
over the bright red stains on God's
green earth where the oppressed and
the oppressors have met in deadly con-
fiict, and right and justice grow up out

o |of the many unmarked graves where
martyred bumtelllnthewmot

ON THE PART OF PLUTOCRACY.

men contented with their poverty and
wrongs, beseeching them to bow to
their oppressors in all their brutal
demands, for the good of humanity?

Is not a wrong against humanity a
crime? Is not oppression a wrong
and a crime against humanity? And
shall those who love humanity and
right and justice, forever sit in si-
lence and watch these unsentimental
and unfeeling and unemotional and
unsympathetic beasts of profit and
rent and interest devour the weak, and
not raise a voice or hand against
them?

How long can the manhood that still
remains in the obscure corners of civ-
ilization endure the sight of these out-
rages and terrible wrongs against
their fellow man?

Can manhood, cowed and suppressed,
continue to be true manhood?

And is thera not enough of that qual-
ity in civilization to bar the way to
further encroachments from plutoc-
racy and the bribed and seduced gov-
ernments that now aid the plunderers
of God's miserable poor everywhere?

There must come a halt and a
change soon. Times cannot continue
growing worse much Jonger. True
manhood cannot stand idle and see
men, women and children starve; and
the evolution of Socialism and co-op-
eration must come soon, or the unre-
lenting ghosts of revolution will rise
up from Bunker Hill and Lexington
and Yorktown, and blood will wash
out these bitter wrongs against which
people now cry for vengeance, but cry
in vain.

Socialism is peace and prosperity
and the natural evolution of thought-
ful minds,

Which shall it be-——evolution, or rev-
olution?

The encroachments of the rich must
cease,

The Present Carnival of Crime.
Herbert N. Casson,

In spite of cumbrous and expensive
municipal governments, many of our
citles are as lawless as Klondike.

Government is a failure because it
has neglected its true function—the
regulation and control of business.

So long as business is a Kilkenny
Fair of competition, law and order are
impracticable dreams.

80 long as we legalize one kind of
robbery, we can never stop the other
kinds.

To maintain perfect order in this
chaotie system, would require a regi-
ment of U. 8. cavalry in every ward;
a sentry-box at every street corner;
and a draw-bridge and portcullis in
front of every store.

If the burglary of a few stores
creates such alarm, how much ,more
should we be aroused over the depre-
dations of the wholesale burglars who
have been stealing railroads and
states?

Rockefeller alone, in the last ten
years, has taken more of other men's

property than all the ‘burglars in
America put together, A
Very often judge and prisoner

chould change places. Landlords and
usuerers sit on the bench and condemn
workers to prison. A judge will cash
a check for $500, received from the
profits of a brewery and then proceed
to sentence a batch of “drunks” to
sixty days each in jail

Few men.are criminals from delib-
erate choice.

No man is clubbed and imprisoned
and hung for fun, or for his health, but
the fact is that a criminal life is be-
coming as desirable as an honest life.
All large factories are being practical-
ly turned into jails, with their iron
system of brass tags, and fines, and
bolts, and watchmen and overseers
and rigid discipline.

Work is becoming more and more
disrespectable and unprofitable,

The only way to stop crime is to
stop making criminals. Every burglar
is a good citizen spoiled. Just as the
wolf was educdted until be became a
sheep-dog, so every criminal might be
made a blessing to the society he now
terrorizes and plunders.

Burglary is as unnatural a social
disease as small-pox, and quite as pre-
ventible.

There have only been two cases of
theft in the history of Iceland. The
original Indians of America had no
locks upon their wigwams. The Mor-
mons have had little or no crime
among their members. The colony of
Ruskin has no jail and no criminals,
Criminals are the manufactured
prodnetl of monopolies, and every des-
potic. mut-muhr 'hould build  and
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NOTICE.

TO ALL LOCAL BRANCHES: Your
attention is called to the following sec~
tion of the constitution: “On or before
the 6th day of each month the treasur-
or shall remit by postal money order
the monthly dues for current month to
the National Council, and each local
branch shall remit the full amount due
for the entire membership.”

Spread the light by securing a sub-
scriber for The Social Democrat.

BEach member must be a missionary
in our emancipating movement.

Take hold, comrades, with all the
energy at your command, to make your
branch a success.

The spread of Socialism since the or-
ganization of the Social Democracy is
in the nature of a révelation.

The Banner Number, to be issued on
the 18th, is something you want to cir-
cinlate. Don't forget to order extra
copies.

Branches should get in their orders
for copies of our Banner number as
early as possible. This number will
contain matter which you can’t afford
to miss. .

Organize! educate! agitate! Re-
member that Socialism has got to be-
come a living force in the minde of the
masses before it can be realized as a
rule of life. It depends on you, mem-
bers of the Social Democracy, to bring
this great social change about. Your
responsibility is great.

Important Announcement.

It is not necessary for us to waste
any space in telling our readers what
sort of a book Merrie England is; hun-
dreds of thousands of copies have been
sold in America at ten cents each, and
the great value of the book as an agent
of propaganda is well known to So-
cialists,

We have long realized the need for a
cheaper edition of this admirable
work, and we have at last completed
arrangements to publish an edition
which we can furnish at about half
the cost which the book has heretofore
sold for,

This will be known as the Social De-
mocracy edition, and will contain a
short preface by Eugene V. Debs; it
will come from the press about Dec.
7th. Nothing better than this work
for sgpreading the seeds of Soclalism
can be cireunlated, and we should have
as many advance orders as possible.
Tell us how many you want. Price list
will appear in next issue.

A dispatch from Battle Creek, Mich.,
appeared in the papers recently stating
that the Rev. A. 3. Craig of Alblon
College read a paper before the “civil
philanthropic conference” at that place
in which he denounced sotialistic doc-
trines; declared that the ethical idea
of soclalism is not a lofty one; that
it would destroy incentive .and aspira-
tion and break up the home.

This Is the hardest left-handed cut
at Christianity that we have seen of
late, for who is there who does not
know that “the ethics of soclalism are
jdentical with the ethics of Christian-
ity?” The reverend gentleman was
born nineteen hundred years too late.
He ought to have lived at the begin-
ning of the Christian era, so that
Christ might have profited by his wis~
dom. But since the Rev. Mr. Craig
was not there and Christ fell into so
mon:trousmemrutopruchud

THE EDITOR'S ARENA

Referring to Mr, Debs’ advice to his
followers to vote the Socialist Labor
ticket in the recent state elections, the
Chicago Democrat says: “It would
have been wiser in Mr. Debs to advise
his followers to aid all those real
friends of reform that are fighting the
money power., * * * We do hate to
sée intelligent men throwing their
yotes away."”
' * % %

It is indeed a sad spectacle and one
that has troubled our souls not a lit-
tle. In fact, at the véry time our eyes
fell upon the above paragraph we had
been saying, “Too bad, too bad! ‘Will
the real friends of reform forever. at-
tempt the impossible! Will they con-
tinue indefinitely fighting the money
power without considering the origin,
resources and strength of their adver-
sary?” ;

.

We feel like reminding the ‘‘real
friends of reform” of the old story of
Achilles, the hero of Homer's Iliad—
how his goddess-mother dipped him in
the river Styx while an infant and so
rendered him invulnerable except at
the heel by which she held him during

p- | the process; how, during the slege of

Troy, neither the noble Hector nor all
the Trojan hosts were able to slay
him, but after Troy had fallen, Paris,
who had learned the secret of Achilles’
power, almed a shaft at the vulnerable
heel with fatal effect.
i
The money power is in like manner
invulnerable except to one line of at-
tack. So long as it can remain in-
trenched behind the profit system all
the shafts that can be hurled against it
by the “real friends of reform' will be
as harmless as paper wads thrown at
the rock of Gibraltar. The only way
to destroy the money power, or to even
check its growth, is to strike down the
profit system. When the “real friends
of reform.” have perceived this truth
they will decline to waste their time
and energy and “throw away ‘their
votes" to secure so-called reforms that
at best could only prolong our misery,
and could by no possibility avert the
inevitable—the = accumulation of all
wealth in few hands with the millions
in abject poverty.
v
There can be no doubt that the ma-
nipulations of the currency have had
much to do with the rapid concentra-
tion of wealth during recent years, but
to remonetize silver and authorize its
free coinage or make any other change
in our nionetary system after the mis-
chief has been done is a Ifitle like
locking the barn door after the horse
has been stolen, It would' probably
relieve the pressure temporarily, but
it would not decentralize wealth nor
even prevent its further centralization.
* % =
The truth is that this centralizing
process would have gone on from year
to year and from generation to gener-
ation under any conceivable monetary
system. In the absence of class legis-
lation a much longer period would
have been required to reach the pres-
ent condition of affairs, but the final
result would not have been in the least
aitered.

-

- *

The unparalleled rapidity with which
wealth has been centralized in recent
vears has undoubtedly caused untold
misery to millions of this generation,
but in the end it will prove of fastinz
benefit to humanity. In former ages
the concentration of wealth was a
much sglower process than at present,
and to gather it all into few hands
required so many generations that the
causes of its concentration received
comparatively little consideration. But
owing to the increased profits of ma-
chine production, aided by class legis-
lation, the centralization of wealth has

*

hands, and those who have produced
it will be slaves or—dead!
s s »

The period of time required to com-
plete the conquest depends upon the
size of the toll or rate of profit and the
regularity with which it can be exact-
ed. It required many centuries for
the wealth of ancient Egypt or Baby-
lon or Rome to be thus concentrated,
but it was at length accomplished.
When Egypt went down 2 per cent of
her people owned 97 per cent of her
wealth. At the fall of Babylon 2 per
cent of the people owned all the
wealth, and when imperial Rome was
overthrown 1,800 persons owned prac-
tically all the known world.

In the United States at the present
time 1 per cent of the people own
more than three-fifths of the wealth,
and should the present rate of toll or
profit continue, within a quarter of a
century 1 per cent of our people will
own 85 per cent of the total wealth.

. s » .

If slow death is to be preferred to a
rapid dissolution, perhaps there may
be some justification for the frantie
efforts of the “real friends of reform,”
but we want them and all the worid
to understand that the measures which
they advocate will not change the final
result by so much as a hair’s breadth.
You may possibly postpone it for a
brief time, but you can not change it.
It is “profit,” “profit,” “profit” that is
devouring our substance and consum-
ing the nation. The “money power"
can now fix the rate of toll at its
own pleasure, and whether we have the
gold standard or bimetallism; high tar-
iff or low tariff; anti-trust laws or uo
anti-trust laws, it will collect its in-
crease and absarb all the wealth of
this country as surely as production for
profit continues.

.

We are not satisfled with any so-
called reform that, at best, will do no
more than prolong the struggle. We
are not seeking a milder form of
slavery nor for fewer stripes from our
masters. We strike for justice and
for liberty—for all the inalienable
rights of man. The despotism of the
dollar must be overthrown, and to us
it seems that he who contends for less
wastes his energies in a most deplora-
ble manner,

.

In the American Journal of Sociolo-
gy of March last, Prof. Charles Zueblin
of the Chicago University has the fol-
lowing to say of Herbert Epencer, the
great prophet of individualism, in the
course of an article on “Socialistic
Thought in England:” iy

“Herbert Spencer has enjoyed the
distinction and suffered the misfor-
tune of completing recently a system
of philosophy. * It has been carried
out with remarkable faithfulness to
the original plan. Since the prospec-
tus of the Synthetic philosophy was
issued, the whole tenor of philosophic
thought has changed, some of the most
important  practical applications of
the growing body of knowledge have
been made, but the Synthetic philoso-
phy has proceeded, serenely indiffer-
ent to the progress of the world. One
can not but admire the man whose
physical disabilities for thirty-six
years permitted at the most not more
than three hours' work a day. In the
face of that fact the completion of
this great system is a marvel, but
one can hardly be expected to accept
the latter results of this plucky inval-
id, who for years hasg been out of
touch with the actual affairs of life.
The man who could boast in his lat-
est volume that in the middle of this
century (especially in England) a de-
gree of individual freedom had been
reached *greater than ever before

o,

reached a stage of develop t during
the past thirty-five years that would
have required several centuries of time
to bring about in any former period of
the world's history. The result is that
thousands of thoughtful persons ev-
erywhere are searching for the causes
that over and over again in the history
of the world have gathered practically
all wealth into few hands, and the ef-
fect must be to bring into bold relief
the inherent fatal defect of the profit
system and of any civilization based
thereon.
* 5 »

It is sald that Napoleon Bonaparte,
after spending some time in a careful
study of a compound interest table,
expressed his surprise that the cumu-
lative power of interest had not long
before conquered the world.

That principle has conquered the
world again and again, and I8 now en-
gaged in its reconquest. Sometimsas
the work of subjugation goes on under
the name of *rent,” sometimes they |-
call it “profit,” and sometimes “inter-
est,” but whatever the name they give
it the underlying principle is the same.
One person or class of persons acquires
the power of levying upon others at
intervals toll or tribute, and for which
no equivalent in service is rendered.
At first the process seems harmless
enough—it certainly seems quite na-

tural, since rent, interest and profit.

‘have been so long sanctioned by both

|law and custom that to question their
| wisdom or justice is' a good deal like
| assailing an established religion, but
‘Mmthenmthennnumlt.u!nuv 1

existed since nations began to form, is
alluding to a period, the memory of
which brings the blush to the cheek
of every lover of his kind."
Continuing, the same writer says:
* * “It ig difficult for the Americans
who are still reading Spencer, to real-
ize what a negligible quantity he has
become in England. Perhaps it will
suffice to illustrate this estimate of
Spencer by saying that the most in-
tellectual wu&n among the collecti-
vists 'was a personal student of Spen-

.| cer for years.”

Prof. Zueblin guotes Sydney Webb
as gaying: “The turning point in the
history of Socialism in England may

be taken to be 1880. Prior to that
time unsystematic individualism
reigned supreme, * * * . Twenty

years ago the typlcal young politician
was an individualist quoting Herbert
Spencer. Today he is an empirical
collectivist of a practical kind.” -

‘While some Soclalists may know this
already, it is well for the main body
to be posted, as Socialism meets with
its most formidable opponents in those
who quote Spencer as if it were final.
Herbert Spencer was wise in his day;
hiy day has gone by. 'rne lplrlt of
the times has changed.

There are two principles that hs
mmmu«mmm
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‘Puckerbrush, Ohlio, Last Saterday.

Mr. Debs and all the rest of you:—
Well, the elexion has come and gone,
but the effects will remain with us
just as they have been doin’. Them
sixteen-to-one'ers that wus willin’ to
vote for the devil to beat Hanner, got
it where the chicken got the ax. The
raise in wheat, together with old Han-
ner's stuff, wus too much fur "em, but
that wusen’t the wurst of it. They
had to fall back on John R. McClain
and his tools, and this wus too much
fur lots of honest Democrats who
swallered Henry B. Payne and Cal
Brice, and they wus afraid of the
third dose. Old Hanner just pulled
thru by the skin of his pocket book.
If I had a dollar a hed for all the dis-
gusted demmies and reps what stayed
to home I cud give the Social Democ-
racy a big boost. The socialists is the
only party in Ohio that made a gain
over the vote of last year. Why, they
cast more votes in Cuyahoga county
(Cleveland) this year than wus cast in
the whole state last fall. Our county
doubled its vote, ani when we hear
from all the state, it's goin’' to show
a nice increase. As fur the People's
party—you know they have been fitin'
contractin’ the money of the country,
but no currency wus ever contracted
as they have contracted their vote.
It's simply awful. There aln't enuf
left fur a good sized grease spot. In
Starke county, the home of their can-
didate for governor, the soclalist can-
didate got two votes to his one. We
have got a future, and they have got
@& past. Them that wants somethin'
more than better prices will take a
step ahed, like I did, and swear to vote
for no purson fur politikal office who
is not an out open soclalist. You know
I sed in my last letter that the free-
sixteen-to-one’ers wus has-beens, and
I see it plainer every day. Why, here
is the Farmer’s Voice, which has been
a strong silver paper, and in an edi-
torial telling of the result of the bi-
metallic commission in England, they
say: “The gold monopolist is but a
small part of the vast anmy of monop-
olists whose fatal hand is upon every
line of transportation and which seeks
Therefore we believe that monopoly
to control production in all lines.
being crushed, we have solved not only
the currency problem, but the whole
great question of the rights of all the
people,

“Monopoly is the issue, the only is-
sue worthy of discussion. We trust

“Yes, but I don't admit what you
mnkeoutotk,"nmh'eacheroud
“because it takes men to make new
machines, and they create new indus-
tries.” I sed: “I see it is pretty hard
to tell about that without the figers
to show, but I have been doin’ some
figerin’ of my own. I may not be rite,
but it looks clear to me, Now, lets
take a sewin’ machine, It is stated that
the real cost of one is ten or twelve
dollars, Lets say twelve dollars.
This includes everything from the man
who chopped the tree, the miner who
dug the iron, to the feller who put on
the varnish. That is done by the di-
vision of labor. Now lets say that the
material costs nothin’ and the twelve
dollars is the labor cost. That wud be
one days work for twleve people at a
dollar a day. Now a machine will do
more work in one day than a dozen
people cud do by hand. It takes their
place, It takes twelve people one day
to make the machine. The one we
have at the house has been in use fif-
teen years, and does good work yet,
but suppose it wus run only one year.
What are you goin' to do with the peo-
ple whom it threw out for as long as
it wud last, and who, or an equal num-
ber, made the machine in a day?”

“By golly, thats a corker!” says Abe
Wilkins, “and I'd like to see sum fel-
ler figer it out and show if its wrong.
It looks like a ground hog case to
me.”

Miss Smart, the school teacher, sed:
“I have the Boys buy me a eopy of the
Cleveland Leader every Sunday. This
is the leadin’ gold bug, high tariff pa-
per of Ohio, and one of Mark Hanner's
organs. I have been makin’ some clip-
pings out of this paper on the quesfion
of labor saving machinery. The issue
of August 29 contained an illustrated
article describing the making of tin
fruit cans by machines. I will read
you some extracts: ‘Tin cans are made
by machinery. Over 400,000,000 a year
are produced in this country. Out of
the 7,000,000 boxes of tin plate (120
sheets to the box) used yearly only 2,-
000,000 boxes go for general use, The
remaining 5,000,000 boxes of tin (600,-
000,000 sheets), are made into cans.
Common fruit cans represent two-
thirds of the entire products. Twenty
years ago a fruit can factory consisted
of several dozen men and as many boy
helpers, who made the cans all by
hand. With twenty men and their
helpers, the most that could be pro-
duced in those days was 16,000 a day.
The same number of employes, most
of them boys, are now able, by means
of automatic machinery, to turn out
over 200,000 a day.'

“Then here is the issue of Sept. 19,
containing cut and description of an
improved car-dumping, coal-loading
machine, which picks up and empties
thirty cars of coal an hour. They are
used in loading boats on the lakes,
and throw hundreds of shovelers out
of work. The machine illustrated is
rite in Mark Hanner's town, but I
guess you did not hear him tell any-
thing about it during the campaign,
did you?”

John Jones said he geen one of them
last summer when he was up to San-
dusky on an excursion, and that his
cousin told him that the city had built
coal docks and leased 'em to the rall-
roads fur almost nothin' so as to give
men work loadin' and unloadin’ boats,
but now they can look at the machine
do it. He said that the machines auter
be smashed.

Miss Smart continued by sayin’':
“Here is another copy of the same
paper, dated Oect. 31, and it contains a
full page article deseribin’ the wunder-
full new discovery of Edison fur min-
ing iron, and shows the factory down
in New Jersey where it is in operation.
Just ‘'isten to what is, not what is

that people will refuse to be led aside
from the main path for any other less |
welghty.” That shows the ritin' on|
the fence. When they tackle the;
monopoly question in the interest orl
all the people, they will have to be
gettin’ in the nelghborhoo’d of social-
ism.

The reps, demmies and pops are feel-
ing anythin’ but jolly, for they all
see that they have tough sleddin’ ahed |
of them, so us socialists have decided "
not to pleg ’em too bad in Pucker-
brush Alliance, not fur the present,
anyhow. They are all cussin’ the
stay at home fellers.

At our last meetin’ the president
dida't ast fur to diskuss the free-six-
teen-to-one silver question, so we soon
got down to business,

I sed: “At our last meetin’ we wus
talkin' about machinery knockin’ out
men frum getting work, and we can
see it plainer every. day. Last week I
wus to town with sum wood. Where
I wus takin’' it there wus an old man
sawin’' it twiced in too and puttin' it
in the cellar fur a dollar a cord. I ast
him how long it took him to saw a
cord, as he wus pretty old, and he sald
about a day and a half, I ast him how
he cud live on that, and he sed he
cudent, but he used to be a solider
and gets a little pensun which helps
{him out. He sed he didn’t get much
wood to saw because the fellers that
had a machine done it quicker and
cheaper. . On the way home I cum
across three fellers with a small boiler
and engine on a wagon rigged up with
a cirkular saw, and the way they cut
‘up wood wus a caution. Then when I
drove round the corner where thcy are

proposed: ‘From the time the ore is
blasted with its native rock out of the
mountain side until it is loaded in the
form of brigquettes in the cars, it is
not touched by human hands. ' The
never-ending and never-resting stream
of material constantly  circulates
through the various buildings, crushed
by the stored mementum of gigantic
rolls; hoisted skyward by steam; pull-
ed earthward by gravity; deflected by
magnetism; dried, sifted, weighed,
gauged, conveyed; changed from rock
into dust, and from dust into compre-
hensive lumps, mixed with due propor-
tion of adhesive material; churned,
baked, counted and sent flying to the
furnace by fast freight; and not once
in its course is it arrested or jogged
onward by human agency.

“'Only 145 attendants are required
to operaterthe plant, and these men are
after all merely watchers to see that
the machinery does not get out of or-
der. The crushing capacity of the Edi-
son plant is more than 20 per cent
greater than the combined crushing
capacity of all the stamp mills of
California.’

“These papers are printing this mat-
ter as news, but it is something more,
as they will discover at no distant day.
The people must own the machkines or
be ground to fertaliser by them.”

The fellers switched the talk off on-
to sum farm matters' till the meetin’
closed, but I'll try and keep you posted.
Yours to the end,

JONAS HARRISON.

Our California comrades are doing
magnificent work. Branch No. 6, lo-
cated at San Francisco, sends us tick-
ets for a musical and literary enter-
tainment to be held Nov. 12, an uc-

{count of which is published in anoth:
ler column, The example of Branch 6

shonld’ be !ouowoq by other | hmt.hu

Proportlom% Representation
0. 10, I

Switzerland, the home of a brave and
Kberty-loving people, leads the world
in the matter of electoral justice. Its
form of government is that of a Re-
public, consisting of 22 Federated
states, which are called “Cantons"—
like the Federated states of the Ameri-
can -Union, All the Cantons except
Freibourg have the referendum, and
fourteen of the Cantons have the in-
itiative,

The Initiative and referendum have
proved (o be potent instruments in
bringing about proportional represen-
tation. Nine at least of the Cantons
—Ticino, Neuchatel, Zug, Geneva,
Freibourg, Tessin, Neuremburg, Lu-
zern and Soluthurn—have adopted a
system of proportional representation,
which is known as the Swiss Free List.
The city of Berne has also adopted the
same system in the election of its mu-
nicipal councillors. Berne is a large
and important city, and is the capital
of Switzerland. The system has work-
ed well in the Cantons in which it his
been tried, and its adoption is being
advocated in other Cantons.

Ticino, an Italian speaking Canton,
was the first to adopt this great reform,
and she did so under significant cir-
cumstances. The Ultramontanes and
the Radicals were about equally divid-
ed, in the number of voters, yet the
old system of election permitted the
Ultramontanes to return 77 members
against only 35 of the Radicals. This
glaring injustice brought about insur-
rection and bloodshed. The Federal
authorities of Switzerland thereupon
suégesled proportional representation
as a solution of the difficulty. The
suggestion was adopted; both parties
got a fair representation; they were
satisfied, and peace prevails in Ticino.

Next week I will give a full descrip-
tion of the Swiss Free List. There is
not room this week; but I will occupy
the rest of my space with a suggestive
article written by the editor 'of a
Canadian labor paper, because it ap-
plies very well to this country. He '
writes'in the Industrial Banner of Lon-
don, Ontario, Canada, and says:

“It goes without saying that the re-
form known as the proportional repre-
sentation system of holding elections
is rapidly growing in favor, more es-
pecially among labor and social reform
organizations. Strange as it may
seem, there are societies in existence
today the majority of whose members
believe in proportional representation
but still stick to the old and cumber-
some electoral methods; and it is, per-
haps, stranger still that in a number
of those societies, who count among
their membership many of the most
advanced and persistent agitators in
pushing the reform, that no attempt of
any kind has ever been made to carry -
into practical effect the doctrines they
proclaim. If labor organizations be-
lieve that proportional representation
is worthy of advocacy as a genuine re-
form why not adopt it at once and
practice what they preach? In how
many trades and labor councils has
there ever been an attempt made to
effect a change? Social reformers,
who believe that the old system
should be supplanted by a better one,
should go to work at once.

“If the advocates of proportional
representation in the various trades
and labor councils would only get down
to work they would soon be surprised
at the result. There is no reason why
every trades council in the Dominion
should not fall into line and conduct
all their elections under the new sys-
tem; and this result can be accom-
plished inside of six months if the
friends of proportional represeutatign
are true to their principles and push
their views to the front. Let the
trades councils take the initiative and
it is only a question of time when the
local unions will follow suit. We trust
that this matter will be taken up at
once, While it is advisable to talk it
is likewlise necessary to act. We feel
certain that in every trades council
in the country there is at least one
persistent advocate of the reform who
has the cause sufficiently at heart to
move a motion that all future elections
be held under the proportional repre-
sentation system.

“Brothers, let us get down to hard
pan; push on this agitation for all it
is worth, and, as we have already said,
inside of six months we will have
every trades and labor council in
Canada in line. To use a scriptural
phrase, when Christianity was propa-
gated it was to be preached first in
Jerusalem, And so with all reforms—
they must be started by those who be-
lieve in them, and right at home, Be-
fore we go out and ask the govern-
ment to adopt proportional represen-
tation, and the people to accept it, let
us at least be consistent, put our own
Louse in order and show by example
that we really take some stock in the
reforms we advocate. The time is
ripe, push on the work.”

If through necessity or fear of a
worse evil, the workman accepts hard-
er conditions becausé an employer or
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[NoTE~The editors are not responsible for the opinions of correspondents.]

Singie Tax and Socialism,

To the Editor:—I do hate to see So-
cialists and Single Taxers pulling dif-
ferent ways. instead of helping one
another to ilght the common enemy.
Our object is iargely the same: to
destroy monopoly and promote indus-
trial freedom; only, we differ as to
the way of doing it, more especially
a8 to the later steps.

If either the Socialists or Single
Taxers were few in number, this di-
vergence would not matter so much;
‘but there is a great army of each; their
numbers are daily increasing; and it is
a thousand pities to see their forces
divided.

How the supporters of ‘plutocracy
and monopoly must chuckle to see us
arguing and disputing and calling one
another names, instedd of presenting a
united front.

If Socialists and Single Taxers dif-
fered in opinion on every point, I could
understand their not co-operating. But
there are important things on which
they see eye to eye. Notwithstanding
this, many of them seem to delight in
emphasising points of difference and
overlooking points of agreement.

For instance: Most Single Taxers
are in favor of the government owner-
ship of gas, electric lights, street cars,
railways, telegraphs, and things of
that sort. The Soclalists want this too.
There are constant opportunities of
doing good work together for this
great reform,

Again, there is the Initiative and
referendum, and proportional repre-
sentation, Many Single Taxers are
just as much interested in these as the
Socialists are. Here again is ample
scope for their working together to
obtain important reforms—political re-
forms which are fundamental in their
nature.

I fully admit that my fellow Slngle
Taxers are often very provoking in the
way they talk about Socialists ‘‘being
ignorant of economics” and so on. And
you will admit, Mr. Editor, that the
Socialists are equally provoking in
the way they speak of Single Taxers,

Now, it is time to stop this foolish-
ness, What is the good of provoking
one another to anger by discussing
questions? 1 do not advocate any mis-
erable compromise, which would re-
sult in a sacrifice of principle and the
advocacy of something which is
“neither fish, flesh, nor good red her-
rnig,” as the Scotchman said, I only
want Soclalists and Single Taxers to
realize that they agree on more than
one great question, and to join forces
against the common enemy on such
issues.

" SINGLE TAXER,

Socialism or Single Tax.

How far can Socialists adopt the
single tax as an article of their pro-
gram? Can they take it up as some-
thing which may be a direct means
toward the accomplishment of the So-
clalistic ideal. which ideal is primar-
ily absolute state ownership and con-
trol of all means of production and
distribution, which ownership neces-
sarily includes land?

If single tax has an ideal essential-
1y different from that of Socialism, if
its object is to perpetuate the compet-
itlve industrial system, if its Tmme-
diate aim is not the substitution of in-
dustrial co-operation for industrial
competition, then it is not a question
as to whether it can become an articie
of faith in the Socialistic program, but
it is a question of choice between the
programs of Socialism and single tax.
In short, unless Socialism can find in
single tax a direct means of reaching
its ideal, as it can in the case of the
initiative, referendum, and imperative
mandate, there can be no adoption of
the single tax theory by Socialism.

Now, we all know that the abolition
of land monopoly on the single tax
plan, would not prevent industrial
monopely for  the simple  rea-
son that it would not prevent indus-
trial competition—monopoly is  the
next step after competition, Witness,
for instance, whether single tax could
prevent such monopolies as we have
today in our railroad, telegraph, tele-
phone and many other companies.
The single taxer's solution of this
question is: “If land were free, as it
would be under single tax, when
these monopolies became oppressive,
competition could step in and bring
things back to a normal status.” Com-
petition could do so, but wouldn't it
be the grossest folly to duplicate great
industrial enterprises well capabie of
answering all public needs, when the
public might just as well and better
own and control for its own use those
very enterprises? When any institu-
tion answers its purpose, isn’t it folly
to duplicate 1t? The single taxer may
argue that even he believes in gov-
ernment ownership and control of
such extensive monopolies as those of
the railroads, tele‘uphs -and ulo-

only a question of a few years till
they will yield completely to the ten-
dency toward co-operation of the corp-
oration style and name. And the So-
cialist program is that the public be-
come the corporation, and not to make
it possible for other sets of individ-
uals to exploit the people by the du-
plication of concerns answering all
the requirements except the one of
justice. A stronger argument for the
single taxer may be that the farmer
would be made independent, that
single tax in operation would give
every man a chance to the land and
to be his own master. There are two
reasons why this argument cannot
stand before Socialistic doctrine: In
the first place, we have no reason to
believe that under single tax the
freedom or beauty of farm life would
be any less a myth than it is under
the present system, and there are
many reasons to believe that it would
be as much of a myth; in the second
place, that co-operation or Socialism
in agriculture is more economical and
morally superior to working in small
holdings, is as true here as it is in
regard to other industries, and this
does not want example—the bonanza
farmers of some parts of the north-
west year after year produce their
grain at a less expense per bushel
than the small holder, simply because
of the greater scale on which they
operate., And whenever anything can
be done at less expense under co-op-
eration and on a larger scale than un-
der a system of scattered energy, it is
for the greatest-good of the greatest
number that it should be so done, and
the greatest good of the greatest num-
ber is the ideal of Soclalism, and not
the greatest good of some individual
or set of individuals,

Louis F. Post, one of the apostles of
the movement, in his outline of single
tax, prints the following—a question
by an imaginary investigator to which
Mr. Post makes the answer:

“Question: Is there no danger that
under the single tax men of great in-
tellect would .be able to take advan-
tage of their less intelligent brethren,
and by the competitive system corral
everything as they do now? 5

“Answer: If they did, it would not
be by the competitive system, but be-
cause the competitive system was still
imperfectly developed. Competition is
freedom, and such a thing as you sug-
gest® could not be done where free-
dom prevalled. I believe that the
single tax would perfect competition."”

Here is the point exactly. Wo don't
want any more industrial competition,
and we don't want any “single taxes”
that - are going to “perfect (?) compe-
tition.”” All the forces are tending in
the main toward co-operation, and
anything which means to continue
competition is, in the Socialistic pro-
gram, without a place. Rather con-
tinue the present system of taxation
if any such a change as the single tax
would be in the interests of the con-
tinuation of the nefarious competitive
industriai system, for co-operation will
come the quicker by such a course,

How do we stand, then, on the ques-
tion with which we started these con-
siderations? Is it not plain that single
tax is not something like the initia-
tive or referendum, which we can em-
brace as an article of Socialistic faith?
The single tax ideal is freedom of
gompetition; the Soclalistic ideal is
the abolition of competition. It be-
comes a question of choice between
Socialism or single tax; it cannot be
a question of Socialism or Socialism
and single tax—the two are funda-
mentally antagonistic.

H. H. MOELLERING.

Popular Delusions.

An old legend tells us that when
mankind was created the first genera-
tion was made into two batches of
clay. The first batch, as soon as they
could 1ift one foot after the other, did
not wait for the finishing touches in
the endowment of necessary brain
power, but walked off, scattering | {0
every point of the compass, with just
about wit enough to eat, sleep and
propagate their species. The second
batch fared better by having their
“upper stories” better furnished and
provisioned, a number of whom re-
solved to consecrate their natural gifts
for the good of their fellow-men, es-
pecially the unfortunate, enlightening
them concerning their social better-
ment in terms and by examples so dis-
tinct that the wayfaring man, though
a jackass editor, need not go astray.
Others likewise favored,. instead of so
enlisting their talents, were quick to
take advantage of the weaknesses and
follies of the masses; they saw in the
entire industrial and political field a
hunting-ground for their schemes of
exploitation and they soon had the
workers hypnotized to their liking;
where thelr cunning uophhtrlu failed
they held in readiness an armed force,

_ foa'nlmxmmmmlotokm the

dupe; then the king and his subject,

|until, as stated in Mr. Bellamy's book,

“royalty passed the scepter behind its

.| back to capitalism.”

‘Where's the “spirit of '76"” we hear
so much about? Are our people exer-
cising a more alert intelligence than
those of former epochs? A child of
ordinary smartness, whose sense of
propriety or fitness of things is usual-
ly acute, would, on perceiving for the
first time, the manner in which the
majority of a city's population are
housed, quickly realize a bad, and, to
him, unaccountable arrangement, and
would have many questions to put to
older heads. Why so many familles
will herd together in narrow quarters,
and that, too, the most undesirable,
while miles of vacant land is within
reach, sufficient to give each a home

'and plenty of elbow room, arouses his

curiosity; if these people are workers,
why don’t they live in better houses?
Many older heads, some of them quite
gray, have passed their lives amid and
in view of such conditions, but when
called on to give an intelligent opin-
jon—if indeed they have opinions of
their own—on such phase of .our civil-
{zation, they have only exemplified
the saying that ‘‘there’'s no fool like
an old fool.” The cause of this malad-
justment—legalized land-grabbing by
a coterie of sharks—ought to be plain
to the average man; It is being daily
jabbed under his very nose.

The “wage fund” theory is another
delusion the people have tenaclously
hugged. All employment, they imag-
ine, is determined by the capital set
apart to employ laborers, and as such
capital is limited in amount, there is
not always enough work to go
around! Therefore, before a wheel
can be turned, a hammer lifted or a
public improvement made, a capitalist,
or a set of capitalists, must first be
huntéd up, or placated, who are will-
ing to “give out work!” “Labor can't
get along without capital,” shouts one
of these awfully wise heads. True;
but labor can very well dispense with
the capitalist—an entirely unnecessary
functionary. Labor, in an economie
sense, employs labor; the shoemaker
in expending his wages for food and
clothing practically employs those en-
gaged in producing these things, but
under the present system—Iif it be
worthy of such a name—the capitalists
intercept a portion of the products
of the labor of each, giving to each
the market price of his labor. Under
Socialism each laborer would recelve
the full value of his product, without
being compelled to divide up with
some profit-taker or landlord. In-
stead, then, of employment being de-
termined by your so-called ‘‘wage
fund,” it is determined by, or springs
from, the wants of others, which are
simply, illimitable.

Why wonder at the hallucination
under which the people have so long
labored? With every avenue of intel-
llgence controlled by the ruling class,
to befuddle the public mind, what else
can be expected? There’s the church
telling the poor that they're where
God placed them, and that, through
some sort of hocus pokus, “God takes
care of the rich, and the rich takes care
of the poor!” A depéndence on ihe
most of our great dailies for intorma-
tion on sociological questions has not,
apparently, made the average citizen
any the wiser. The voting mass have
swung back and forth from one rotten
old party to the other, with no benefi-
cent result. Will they ever become
weary of such process?

: M. RI'I‘CHIE

Richmond, Indiana.

Singing.

Every meeting of the Social Democ-
racy should be opened and closed with
a rousing song.

Raise your voice, comrades, in a loud
and hearty song, y

Music is the enemy of tyranny and
wrong,

Melody will ‘help us to be resolute
and strong,

As we are marching to Freedom.

An appropriate song, with a swing-
ing chorus, puts everyone in a good
humor, and takes away the carping
sneering spirit thdt is sure death to a
meeting,

We have a 30-page song-book which
we use in our labor church meetings
at Lynn, which has helped a great
deal towards making our meetings so
successful. I will send any member
of the 8. D. a copy for three cents, or
a dozen for 26 cents,

Or you can cut songs out of sociaiist
papers and have coples printed on a
hand press.

If you have nn singers in your
branch, try to capture some musicians,
and have some instrumental music
before and after the address, '

It is music that helps up both
church and theater, and we want Its

harmonizing influence in our movs-|

ment. !
Every branch should have its choir.
Tune up, comrades, tune up. 4
Herbert N. Casson.
40 Blossom street, Boston, Mass,

‘
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Report of Receipts.
Illinois Branch, No. L
. G

Illinois Brnnch No 5. if
Per Thomas Mchughlln e 885
Per E. A. Weeks .50

b Y e ST

Tlinols Branch, No. 11.

Per E. Karthalls ...... R e

Tlinols Branch, No. 9.

Per Henry Uhlhorn ............ i
(Includes $5.00 from local

union No. 521, Carpenters

. and Joiners' of America.)

Illinois Branch, No. 16
Per Lena Anderson ..........

Illinols Branch, No. 19.

Per Phillip Kraft

Brnst Schmidt .....

Per Geo. Hoegle.

Per Bruno Moye .

Per Jacob Notz .....

Per Philllp Schirmer
tal

3.85
6.85
20.00

To! 2.3
Illinols Branch, No. u
Per M. W. Grace ........
Illinois Branch, No. 12,
Per Robert Trainer
2 F

13,30
8.50

Ohio Brnnch 2
Per B, Wagcnknecht

20.00

Colorado Branch, No,

Per C. G. Crofut. 8.00
New Jersey Branch,

Per Richard Reinhard! 21.35
Wisconsin Branch, No. 8.

Fer iR, BohOoN..osssvsesarecsocs 8.40
Wisconsin Branch, No. 2.

Per Frank O. Imler............ 20.00
Missouri Branch, No. 2.

Per Rudolph ZInn&........e.... 745

Missouri Branch, No. 4.

Per Nels NelsON...cceeeesesinsen .90
Mich'gan Branch, No. 8.

Per Geo. H., Thompson........
Callfornia Branch, No. 1.

California Branch, No. 5.

Per Mrs, M. J. Berra.....c...... 5.50
California Branch, No, 2
Per J, J. Forbes..soeessesnrenes 5.00
Per E. J. Mack. L
Total 6.00

Washington Branch, No. 8.

Per B, B. Emard
Colorado Branch, No. 1.

Per C. PassoVer....cccocsssnsesss
Missouri Branch, No, 3.

Per Fred Wedel....vovveeienenens 2.55
Wisconsin Branch, No. &

Per Emil® Schohr.....,covvuuns
Indiana Branch, No. 1. -

Per O, A. Lank
Georgia Branch, No. 1

Per W, T. Biggs..
New York Branch,

Per I. Frank.

Per Francis F icke 3.25
North Dakota Bran
Per E. Q. Mallory 3.00

Ohio Branch, No. 5.
Per Jay E. Fox...
Washington Branch, No. L
Per P, W. Hawkinson..........
Massachusetts Branch, No. 2,
Per D. E.
"Pennessee Branch, No. 2,
Per John P. Crawford..........
Texas Branch, No, 5.
Per J. W. BroKer....cocoveaeines

Total from branches.......... 45,40
Tndividual Contributions,
Friend
Friend
Friend
A. D, Judd...
Anton Thorsen ...
John Hayland ..
H. Ludford
John Haan .......... L
John Hamilton, jr. exst 4
Charles C. Janney.
F. N,
Miss Harrlet A. Loring
J. H. Minnemeyer.....
John Helgren ....
Chas, Melners ..
C. A. Minor .........
Fdward Dickinson
J. ' J. Forbes .......

:lr.n,oo

Mrs, Priscilia Clark 10.00
Mrs, Corrinne Brown. 500
‘Wisner Park ....... 1.00
FHiena oieovoansaiiis, 1.00
Ca2Q. &hllrkcnmaler 1.30
8. H. Comings,...... 3.00
R. 8. Price,.. 500
C. R. Miller.. 5.00
H. L. Stevens 2,00
Friend ........ 1.00
L. 8. Gilbert. 1.000
W. E. Poet..,. 25
Leonard Hoehn .30
F. R. Witt., SO
A, Harvey ... . 00
P. Kelopath 1.00
Pat MceCarty . 1.00
W. H. Holford RS W
W. C. Green.... + 100
. H. Greetham. . Lo
..... . 1.00
Loulse M. Washelm.. . 100

Mrs. J, F. Nlece...,

F, M. Cummings.

J. J. Martin

Friend .....

., B. Sldelinger..
Goldzier ....

e

Geo, Lieberknec l
R. L. Spurrier

A. 8. Landon.

Isaac H. Nosovl
Walter Price ..
Mr. Kapland
Feinberg

. Felrsteln
Engel ...
Bemhard
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5 | hranches.

: Man or Dollar, Whlch?

COLONlZATION DEPARTMENT £

; CYRUS FIELD WILLARD, SECRETARY
[Norm.—The editor is not responsible for the opinions of correspondents.]

3 R R BB SR
Total from individuals........

Grand total .....ciieveeians

Two of our branches, No. 1 ot Illi—
nois and No. 4 of Colorado, have ‘com-
pleted payment of the $20 assessment
since this report was made up. Ac-
knowledgment will be made in next
week’s issue, I wish to call the atten-
tion of all the branches to the neces-
sity which exists for money to enable
the commissioners to carry out their
work. Comrades Hinton and Willard
are now in the west for the purpose
of selccting the most desirable site
among the many which have been of-
fered us for the establishment of a
colony, Active operations will soon
begin. We shall soon make a call for
pioneers, and we must look to the
branches for the necessary financial

B81.T5

support to carry our operations
through. ‘W. P. BORLAND,
Trefisurer.

One of a Thousand.

Responses to the one of a thousand
propositions are comhg in at a very
gratifying rate. This is a matter
which should be taken up in the
‘When the fund is rendered
available we shall be in possession of
capital sufficient to put us far on the
road to success, and the members ev-
erywhere should go to work with a
will to aid in sceuring the ry

will really be the beginning of the
spread of the Social Democracy on all
lines, both political and co-operative.

I think that when the beginning is
made, and our people on the ground
begin to write individual letters to
their friends all over the country, and
to local newspapers, then in place of
people coming with from nothing to
$50, they will come with everything,
15| from the family cow to thousands of
dollars in cash.

I believe right now if the land was
located, that in six months 1,000 peo-
ple, with $1, 000 each, would go to the
colony,

The people are crazed and distracted
from unequal conditions and competi-
tion; they crave peace and the pursuit
of happiness.

No member of the Mayflower party
was more determined in his devotion
to the ends sought than am I to the
Social Democracy and industrial co-
operation. I shall be proud to answer
when called. M. T. BRUCE.

Dallas, Texas.

Confidence Needed.

It is necessary for members to have
confidence in the commission and to
realize that E. V. Debs and his asso-
ciates on the National Executive
Board did not select them without
careful consideration. If they do not
tell their plans to the general public,
our members should realize that it is
because it is unwise to do so through
the columns of the press. In so far
as it has been possible the members
have been informed by letters as to
what is contemplated, but it is impos-
sible to tell all on account of the vast

1,000 names as soon as possible, real-
izing that the necessity is urgent and
the benefit is for themselves. Send for

5 | blank agreements and do not rest until

vou have them signed.
work.

This is your

Thne Tennessee Matter.

Many unauthorized statements have
been made eoncerning the purchase of
a tract of land in Tennessee, and the
intention of this commission to estab-
lish a colony there. This commission
has purchased no land in Tennessee as
vet. A large body of land in that
state has been offered us, but no defi-
nite arrangements as to its purchase
have yet been made, nor will definite
arrangements be made until after a
thorough investigation of all matters
connected with the land has been com-
pleted.

Mr. Editor:—1 am happy to know
that there is a reasonable prospect of
an early establishment of a colony in
‘Washington for\many reasons. I hope
Washington will\be the place. I would
fear any of the old states. I have been
at the head of large and small indi-
vidual business enterprises all of my
life. I have had experience in traffic,

. manufacturing, agriculture, stock, pub-
| lic works, ete,

Truly Mr. Bellamy says ‘“Competi-
tion has destroyed the individual.”
Competition is dead, or dying. The
fondest hope that I cherish is that the
commission now west will be able to
secure a suitable body of land and be-
gin at an early day to locate settlers of
the right type on it.

1 firmly believe that if this can be
done along the lines laid down by our
Texas friend, Mr. Price, in the last is-
sue of the Social Demcerat, that then

correspond coming into this of-
fice,

There 'is one thing essential, and
that is that the members of the Social
Democracy of America should pay no
attention to what they read in the
daily papers. The capitalistic press
have time and time again since
this commission was  organized
fabricated interviews without see-
ing any member of the com-
missfon, It does mno 'good to
make complaint, or to try to make
explanations, for the more explana-
tions that are made the more misrep-
resentations are also made. The only
way for our members to do is to abso-
lutely disbelieve everything that they
see printed in the capitalistic press in
relation to the colonization commis-
sion or any other officials of the So-
cial Democracy.

Transportation Fund.

Mr. Editor:—We have members
everywhere who are desirious of join-
ing the colony at as early a date as
possible, but have not the means
wherewith they can secure passage for
themselves and families.

In view of this fact I wish to sug-
gest that each organizzed branch of
the S. D. of A. create a fund for the

| purpose of aiding their members in

obtaining transportation to the colony,
that no one of our members in good
standing, no matter how poor, shall
be deprived of the privilege to view
the promised land.

Each branch could create a fund to
aid their own members, or deposit the
money with the colonization commis-
sion, to be used by them as indicated.

Respectfully yours,
RALPH PETERSON.
Grand Forks, N. D.

What Do You Think of this Great
Premium Offer?

JOHN HARVEY

Anon Moore’s

Inspired Book

Joux HARvEY is, to begin with, a story of no common merit, Its literary

style is graceful, its incidents are rapid,
and its characters are worth knowing, especially the heroine.

its conversations short and to the point,
But the book is

more than a story. The author pictures a community in the Missouri valley
forty years hence, where every social wrong has been righted, and every individual
has the chance to make his life what it ought to be. The picture does not seem
too good to bo true; it is simply a definite dream of what the nation is vaguely
dreaming, and it will help to bring its own fulfillment.

Jorx HARVEY will be a guiding force for the efforts of the Social Democracy
and its allies to build up an economic structure which shs!! insure the welfare of
its members and point out the way for the future.

Joux Harvey is bound in onés large volume of 407 pages, extra art canvas,
and will be sent postpaid to any address promptly on receipt of $1.00, or as af
premium for two subscriptions to The Social Democrat with $2.00 and 12
cents for postage. Remember that no pramium will be sent unless requested at

the time the subscription is forwarded.

BOOKS YOU SHOULD READ!

OUR CLUBBING LIST

Merrie England

in SOCIALISM
Roﬂ.n "e'é‘i."m. A popular paper od‘?-
tion, Ten Cen

Civilization Civilized
.Aodll orﬂar. by Bhphlll wbdur m
President John Smith

THE STORY OF A PEACEFUL
-.hvo:.m N, by Mk Upham
o-w '-

The New Time
ODO YR . .5 vicvns dioninsse SLOD

'With The Social Democrat
OneYear.................81.50
! The Coming Nation
One Year..............vq... 8060
‘With The Social Democrat
One Year.................81.20
‘| Commonwealth :
Onpe Year...................81,00

With'l'heSodnlDemomt
i Ona tht. ;
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" SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

A RECORD OF THE WEEK'S PROP-
AGANDA AND PROGRESS.

Some lnte’resting Facts About The
Movement From Various Paris of
The United States.

The progress of the work during the
past week has beeu very gratifying.
Interest in }he movement is on the in-
crease and'-.our members throughout
the country are taking hold with a

* will which is bound to place the So-

cial Democracy on an enduring ‘basis.

Another branch has been organized
in the Pittsburg district—Alleghany
City reports a strong branch. This
section of our capitalist-cursed country
is rapidly organizing under the ban-
ner of the movement for emancipa-
tion from wage slavery.

Chelsea, Mass., comes to the front
with a strong branch of earnest work-
ers. The reports from Boston and vi-
cinity are all very encouraging. The
character of our support from this
quarter ig evidence that the movement
will not be allowed to lag.

New York city reports another
branch, with twenty-eight charter
members.  This branch is composed

mainly of cloak-makers, a class of
workers who have felt the pressure
of the wage system to its full extent,
and who have been educated to a full
knowledge of socialism.

Another from the wooden nntmeg
state. New Haven, Conn., reports a
branch of earnest workers, Yankee

ingenuity knows a good thing when it
sees it, and as it is true that the push-
ing Yankee spirit is largely responsi-
ble for the rapid spread and develop-
ment of capitalism in this country, so

it is also true that this same Yankee |
spirit will prove to be a factor of im- |

mense importance in the spread of *So-

cialism when the truth is once per-|
ceived that capitalism is no longer
possible.

Debs’ works in tho east is beginning |
the rec- |

itself manifest on
National headquarters.

to make

ords at Dur

comrades are falling rapidly into line. !
spread of the |

As an indication of the

movement National headquarters re- |

ceived 103 applications for membership
on Tuesday last. These applications
came largely from the east, and they
are in addition to the members report-
ed by newly organized branches, Keep
up this rate of progress, comrades, and
we will soon be able to make the So-
cial Democrat an eight-page paper and
introduce specially interesting features
which we have long had in mind.

Our Ohio comrades are 'y no means
idle. Organizer Lloyd is doing good
work in Cleveland, and the member-
ship of our varlous Ohio branches is
gteadily increasing. Springfield, Olio,
reports a new  branch, and other
branches are in the course of forma-i

tion at many other points in the state. }

We have Mark Hanna to thank for
much of the interest in Social Democ-
racy in Ohio. There is a general revolt

against Hanna methods, and the re:\lj

reformers are beginning to see that

their only hope of escape from the |

conditions which Hanna typifies Is
through Socialism., Note what Jonas
Harrison, our Puckerbrush correspond-
ent, says of the recent political con- |
test in Ohio. The Socialists are the

only party which made a gain over the |
vote of last year; in Cuyahoga county |
alone more Socialist votes were cast |

this year than were cast in the whole
state last fall. It's coming, com-
rades!

The best and most earnest members
of the Populist party are rapidly com-
ing over to Socialism. As an instance
of the trend of thought among the
Populists who really want reform, and
not merely political power, the case of
Comrade M. W. Wilkins, of the San
Francisco New Charter, may be cited,
Comrade Wilkins, a writer and worker
of rare power, was formerly a shining
light in the Populist ranks, and his
paper was one of the most effective
agents of propaganda for the party.
But the New Charter is now a straight

out Socialist paper, and Comrade Wil-
kins is devoting all his energy to the
spread of Socialism. ‘

Another instance among many
which might be given is the case of
Mrs. Annie L. Diggs, one of the strong-
est orators in the whole Populist
muvement, Mrs, Diggs recently joined
one of our branches at Topeka, Kan.,
and from this time on we may expect
her rare talents to be devoted to the
cause of Social Democracy.

Branch 5 of Illinois sends us the fol-
lowing: "The meeting held Tuesday
evening, Oct. 26, was well attended by
the members of No. 5, and also of oth-
er branches. The members of Branch
5 desire to thank Comrade Cox for the
excellent address he delivered on that
occasion, and promise him a larger hall
the next time he visits them.”

Branch § has an entertainment ad-
vertised for Saturday evening, Nov. 13,
at Social hall, corner 113th street and
Michigan avenue. Good speakers and
good music are parts of the program.
Everybody is cordially invited to at-
tend. An admission fee of 10 cents
will be charged.

Branch No. 15 of Illinois will meet
at Oakley hall, corner Twenty-fourth
street and Oakley avenue, on Friday,

Nov. 12. This will be an important
meeting, and all members of the
branch are requested to be present,

each member to bring as many non-
members as possible. Comrade Sey-
mour Stedman will be the speaker cf
the day, which fact insures an inter-
esting meeting. Comrade James He-
ron, the efficient organizer of Branch
15, should note that the notice for chis
meeting was received too late for in-
sertion in our last issue.

Editor Social Democrat:—Knowing
that the many readers of the Demo-
crat will be pleased to hear from San
Francisco, 1 send you the following
{program of an entertainment to be
given by the Social Demcecracy of
{ America, under the auspices of Branch

i No. 6, and is as follows:
GRAND CELEBRATION
BIRTH OF SOCIAL DEMOCRACY OF
} AMBRICA,
Under the auspices of Branch No. 6.
In the mew and beautiful Assembly |clas
| Hall, Red Mens' Building, 320
! Post Stret, Nov. 12, 1897.
Tickets' (Procurable) Ten Cents,
| ngrum
Overture
Opening Remarks G. A. Hubbell
“Battle Hymn of the' Republic"
...................... The Aundience
| Speaker of the Evening............
fihaneseniish H. C. B. Cowell, Palo Alto
{Guitar Duet: . odii o iidiida ool
...... Prof. Mansfield and Prof, Ross
ROmArks: Mrs. Irene Smith
Vocal solo, “Rocked in the Cradle
of the Deep”........ Miss Severance
Soprano solo (Selected)...........
................ Miss Annetta George
(Kind Permission of J. W. McKenzie.)
Skirt Danca, “Coming Thro' the

7 A AR Miss Mabel Knight
RO BONO: 3ia's a5 aisialih s die J. C. Flood
tEDnIah DRNCH: ey ok ek v as

.......... Misses Eva and Ethel Pries
Guitar solo ...... Miss Winetta Marlow

Then follows the order of dances.

The floor committee consisted of Mr.,

Dave Morris, Miss Severance, Mr.
James M. Custer, Mrs. Irene Smith.
{On the reverse side of the card upon
which this program is printed are the
objects of the Social Democracy of
America, Branch No. 6 has gotten out
flom of these and are putting them
lout about town, giving the Soclal
[Democrac_v a good advertising. We
hope to have a large crowd out that
evening and gain membership.

No. 6 hopes to have regular monthly
socials and by so doing to raise money
for the colonization commission,

It is not so arranged this time, but
i It is expected to be so hereafter that
fthose who perform service at the so-
cials that must be paid for, such pay-
ment is to remain in the common fund
as a contribution of the individual to
thé. colonization commission.

We have made the initiation fee for
men 50 cents, women 10 cents, dues
25 eents per month,

We hope to so arrange that those
who are so disposed may sell tickets
for socials, and thereby earn their
monthly dues. Yours for the Soclal
Democracy of America,

G. A. HUBBELL.

1145 Mission street, San Francisco.

STRENGTH anD
SOUNDNESS

are indicated in every line of
this Locomotive.

So is the weak, sick body made
' STRONG AND SOUND
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Malt Extract,

THE “BEST” TONIC.
- Itisa strengthening, refreshing
TONIC, for the body,
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The Social Democrat

SUBSCRIPTION
BLANK

TO THE PUBLISHER, 504 Trude Bldg., Chicago:
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for which send THE

Find enclosed $

SOCIAL DEMOCRAT for

months

To

Full P. 0. Address

“THE UNION FOREVER!”

THE UNION-MADE OVERALLS ARE MADE BY

weet,Orr & Co.,

THE LARGEST OVERALL MANUFACTURERS IN THE WORLD.

GUARANTEED NEVER TO RIP.

If you don’t wear Overalis, you must wear Pants.
You should wear Shirts and you should wear Sack Coats.
They are all the Best that can be made.

Our Brand is on all.

INSIST upon our goods.

If your local dealer don’t

keep them, then write to

New York City.

Chicago, Ill.

SWEET, ORR & CO.

Newburgh, N. Y.
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RATE: Twelve Months, $1.00; Six Months, 50c; Three nicnths, 25¢.

E . “TE—CUT THIS OUT AND SEND TO THE SOCIAL DEMOCRAT.
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DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES
OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRACY ADOPTED
AT CHICAGO, JUNE 21, 1897.
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We hold that all men are born free, and
are endowed with certain natural rights,
among which are life, liberty and happi-
ness. In the light of experience we find
that while all citizens are equal in theory,
they are not so in fact. While all citizens
have the same rights politically, this po-
litical equality i# useless under the pres-
ent system of economic inequality, which
is essentially destructive of life, liberty
and happiness. In spite of our political
equality labor is robbed of the wealth it
produ By thé development of this
system n is
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enied the means of self-em
ploymen and by enforced, fdleness
through fn.ck of employment, lu even de-
prlve of the necessaries of 1i

the obvious fact that our “despotic

mtem of economics is the direct opfz

site of our democratic uyllam of politics.
can be plainly tri the existence of a
tlass that corrupts the g vernment, alien-
ates public property, p llc franchises and
public functions and olds this, the
mightlest of nations, in l.bjecr. dependence.
Labor, manual and mental, being the
creator of all wealth and all civil
it rightfully fellows that those who per-
form all labor and create all wealth should
enjoy the fruit of their efforts. But this
is rendered impossible by the modern sys-
tem of production. 8ince the discovery
and application of steam and electric
powers and the general introduction of
machinery in all branches of industry, the
industrial operations are carried on by
such gigantic means that but few are
now le to possess them, and thus the
producer is se| ted from rrod cts.,
ndlvldnﬁ‘l‘
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MEETINGS OF ‘g
LOCAL BRANCHES £
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[Notices of meetings will ba published
under this head for 25¢ per month.]

Branch No. 1 of Illinois, meets every Sunday,
2230 p,m., at 198 East Madison street, Good
speakers. Everybodyinvited, Free discussion.
Note change of hall,

Illinois Local Branch No. 5 ‘meets every
Tuesday evening at 8 o'clock, corner 113th street
and Michigan Avenue.

Illinois Branch No. 9 meets 2d, 3d and 4th
Mondays at 8 p.m., 63d street and Centre avenue,
(‘hieago. Basiness meeting for members only
l‘l Sunday of each month at 10 a. m.

Ilhums Branch No. 10 meetsevery Wednesday
t 221 N. Ciark street, Chicago. at 8 p. m.

h.h,woun Branch No. 1, 8t. Louis, Mo. Meets
October 15 and 29, at 8 p. m., at 1000 Olive St.

Missouri Branch No. 8 meets every 2d and 4th
Tuesday at 13th and Wyoming sts., 8t.Louis, Mo,
M. Dorn, Sec'y. 1983 Lami Street.,

New York Branch No. 10, Buffalo. N. Y., meets
every Tuesday at 8 p, m., Bchweizer's Hall 485
Broadway.

Pennsylvania Branch No. 1 meets every
Sunday and Tuesday at § p. m., Co-oper-
ative hall, 1125 Poplar street, Philadel-
phia,

Obhio Branch No. 2 meets every Monday even-
ing at 8 o'clock, Stengel's Hall, cor. Pearl and
Monroe streets, Cleveland, Ohio.

Massachusetts Branch No. 1. Business meet-
ings 1st and 3d Fridays. Meetings for discussion
and education 2d and 4th Friday<, Castle 8¢ ﬁ\aro
Hall, 446 Tremont street. Room 11, Boston,

Illincis Branch No. 11 meets every Frida,
;lrrnimr Socin]l Hall, corner 1Nth street an

While In former times the
worker labored on his own
his own tools, and was the master of his
products, now dozens, hundreds and thou-
sands of men work together In lhop-.
mines, factories, etc., co~0) J” ting ace
ing to the most efficient ision of labor.
but they are not the masters of thelr
roducts. The fruits of this co-operative
abor are, in & great measure, appropriai-
ed by the owners of the means of produc
tion, tol-:;u by the owners of machines,

al'.lilel. d and the means of transpor-
0!

This tem, by graduaily extinguishing
the middle class, necessarily leaves but

two classes In our country; the large
class of workers and the small class of
great employers and capitalists,
uml.n power u.nd natural forces are
& this tem which makes
rom" e o:aly o

mm":ﬁr Sespens :’admbultg?:mm-
€ are perpetua y sys-
tom. which makes human labor a ware to

“t.xfhl in the open market, and places
no value on human life.

Sclence and Invenuon are diverted from
their humane purposes and made Instru-

for the t of men and the
starvation of women and children.

‘We, therefore, hold.that in the mtunl
coursie of social evolution, this syste
through the destructive action of its tul-
ures and crises on the one hand, and the
constructive tendencies of its trusts and

other talistic combinations on the
other, will annihilate the middle class, the
basis upon which this tem d

BYS
thereby work out its own down.
We therefore call upon all honest citi-
zens to unite under the banner of the
ocracy of Amancl.. 80 that
we may be ready looonﬂ cs?uumb
use of our political liberty and
by possession of the public power,
louutwemu ut an end to the pres-
barbarous .u-uule. by the abolition
or uplmlnn. the restoration of the land,
and of all the means of production, trans-
portation and dumhuuon. to the people
as a collective body, and the substitution
of the co-operative commonwealth for the
t state of pl-.nlm production, in-
ustrial war and social disorder—a com-
monwealth, which, although it will not
every man equal physically or men-
ery worker the free
the full benefit of his tadul-
uu multiplied by all the modern uc-
tors of elvﬂln.uon and timately
augurife the universal brotherhood

of man, e Soclal Dem: of Amer
ica will nuko democr: "lh& rule of the

avenue, Chicago.

Indiana Branch No. 8, Richmond, Ind., meets
2d and 4th Wednesday ('N'niugi hall of German
Benevolent Society. corner 5th and Main streets.

New York Branch No. 6, 12th Assembly Dis—‘

triot, S. D. A., meets every lrnlu) at 5 p. m. at
Amanun Star, No. 112 Clinton street, New York
sity.

New Jersey Branch, No. 1, meots every Tues-
day. Club rooms are open for friends also on
Thursday, Selnrdn) and Sunday, 856 Pacific Bt.,
Paterson, N.

The Greater New York City Central Commit-
tee of the Bocial Democracy of ‘America, meets
every Baturday at 830 p. m., at 212 East ‘Broad
way. Nicholas Aleinikoff Secretary, 87 Nassau
street, New York City.

New Jersoy Branch No. 4, mects every Thars-
day at Progressive Labor lhll corner Barclay
and Montgomery streets. hewuk. N.J

Washington Branch No. 2, Tacoma, Wash.,
meets ever, bundaé at 3 p, m.,at Armory Hall,
corner 15th and streets. lntcre-t1m. pro-
gramme. Public cordially invited.

Pennsylvania Branch No. 10, Allegheny, Pa,
Business meeting 15t Sunday of each month.
Educational meeting every other Sunday even-
ing at 7.80. Address, 174 Manhattan street.
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ACCIDENT ASSOCIATION
WHK BELLIS . SECY.
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Mothers! Mothers! Motbersl

s oo wved for over FIFTY XEARS by mil-
ag or over m|
lions of mothers for their Lﬂmﬁﬁ!{,‘vhilo
TEBETHING wilhpu m:n

; -CURE

ana.»ma
CDI.IC. a0 h the bonm'n for DIAR-
n in every Wt of the
“Mrs. Winslow's

RH(‘E Bold by drug;
world, Bo sure and as A

% Syrup'' and uka no other kind.
Tvmty-ﬂve cents & bottle.

that

p %ono of the states of the Uni

after determined, uhﬂ‘l b:“m'
lectod for the concentration of our sup-
porters and the introduction of co-opera-
tive industry, and then gradyally a:v.end-
s{t‘t;\:umhgo of our om&gm m:ul the h

)
shall be established. e
‘We also make the following specific
DEMANDS FOR RELIEF:

2. The publle owrfershi
memph, telephone,
eommumauon.

ver, copper, I
mines; also all ﬂ and m
4. Réduction of the hours:of iabor !n
nggruon to the progress of
n of a mlb-

llc ‘works nmummo ;ll.i;

m t of thc uncmplo&:d.

G.Anunmllu Gl
. Aol vg omtobonnbt’onll.

'I.'l'h. establishment ofmm

8, The adoption of the Initiative and the
Referendum, the Imperative ll.unhn tnd
Proportional Mru‘rhut!on.

1. The public ownership of all industries
led by monopolies, trusts and com- |

portation, w i
ﬁ" and elootﬂc plants, and lll onut pub-
s Tho pnbnc menm‘p of all :old. lu-‘

M. CAESER. Lo

*1The Commonwealth Book Store
oW BOOKS

RADICAL LIT!RATII!I A SPECIALTY.

363 Grand Street, NEW YORK,
Near Norfolk Street.

HEALTH oF MEN

Easily, Quickly, Pennanently Restored

wQaknm, Nervousness, Doblllty,
;nd all the train of evil

UDASH.

EIIIE MEDICAL Gﬂ. BUPALONACE

Half-tone Portraits Free

PATENTS
Marks' Improved Rubber Hands and Feet

urable in Construction.

men in possession of all their natural mem
a little or no inconvenience.

Mz. A, A. Manks,

crushed by the railroad cars, w
tation below the knees.
1 placed myself under your care.

tuat, from the first,
the most that skill and ingenuity could possibly
me. InthisI have not been dis-
appointed, for your labors have
restored me to my feet, and 1 am,
for all practical purposes, myself
again. 1 well remember how
proud 1 was when your genius
thed me in a position in which
could indulge in youthful sports,
how I availed myself of every ad-
vantage, playing ball, boating,
fishing and hunting in summer,
and skating in winter. even
went so far as to swing my part-
ner on several occasions in rural
dances. I have always felt that
your artificial legs were wonders,
and ought to be known through-
out the land. My latest fad is
riding a bicyele. I found the
task difficult at first, but after repeated sttempts
Respect:

Action, hl;)lwlm in Motion, and the Most

It is not nnusual to see men of every vocation wearing one or
two artificial legs, of MARKS' Patents, E:r{omnnzumuuh as
rs, and experiencing

BOTH LEGS AMPUTATED BELOW THE KNEES.
Maxanoneck, N. Y.
Dear Sir:~Over twenty years .ﬁ:j 1 had both my legs
necessitated ampu-
By the advice of my surgeons
Your reputation as
the most competent m the land had so impressed me
I felt that 1 was soon to realize

fully yours,

ARTIFICIAL ARMS AND LEGS

OF 18956
are Natural in

do for

I ride well and enjoy it.

James A. MoDoxaLp, P. M.

Over 19,000 scattered in all
mend the Rubber Foot and

parts of the world.
{and.

ESTABLISHED
44 YEARS,

E: and tent judges com~

At the World's Culumbmn Expasition they received the
bighest award., They are endorsed and purchased by the United States and foreign governments,
A treatise, containing 54 pages, with 800 illustrations, sent free; also a formula for taking measure-
ments, by which limbs can be made and sent to all parts of the world with fit guaran!

A. A. MARKS, T0I BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY

L} Address

ARE
YOU

A
UNION
MAN ?

THEN
STAND
up
FOR

THE
PRINCIPLES
OF
ORGANIZED
LABOR

AND

WEAR
UNION
MADE
CLOTH-
ING...

Get your, dealer to buy these guod.-t—lw'll tladll for the asking and you'll help the UNION
an

canse—or we'll send you tape

self- ement blank, with a dainty gilt

edged Russia Jeather pockot munurnudum book free.

HAMILTON CARHARTT & CO.

The Firm that is making
UNION MADE Clothing Popular.

DETROIT, MICH.

IOIT"E (11}

GOMING NATION

Is the hottest Socialist paper
in this or any other country.
It monkeys not with side is-
sues but goes to the spot by
advocating the collective own-
ership of all the means of pro-
duction and distribution. st
Edited, owned and published
by the Ruskin Co-operative |
Colony, composed of working- |
men who own what they pro-
duce. They have built a town;
they own it. The average
worker builds a town and
somebody else owns it, SR
Do you want to read a paper |
of this kind? We print it !
every week and charge 60 cents |
per year or 10 cents for three |
mMOonths. JRataEIEIEIE 0SSR

SEE “'SOCIAL DEMOCRAT” CLUBBING
LIST AND SEND YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
T0 504 TRUDE BUILDING ... CHICAGD

Baco

Don’t Stop
Tobacco

Swddenly ewd rack Lhe nerves
Take mm-u i, the only
eure while usl tehiacre.
S0¢. or &1 boxes, ¥ hoxes
(Gunranieed Core) 82,501 of
Druguists wr of ws

It Gently

CHro

eans.
[CREKA CHENICAL AXD NYFG, (0., La Cresse, Wie

e ng‘lm.y 1B,

Alle vore

i Vorrk er 1
"'A'Ea

J“nn-:ntﬂr

fonger be deceived by well-worded lies.
Rud lhe tnlﬂl. It will pay you dividends.

THINK OR STARVE

THAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE.

TO-DAY —this moment—you are belng robbed of
what you earn. How much ! Not Jess than 1,000 a
year. Do you kuow howt Do you know why! Read

Formerly NEW OCCASIONS.
The Best Only
Reform Magazine... 5 One Dollar a Year

in the World. 10 cents a number.
Monthly—Eighty Pages.

B. 0. Flower, Founder o! tha Arena,
Fred'k U. Adams, Ed. N

h!vr'l‘ll: In the fearless advocate of the INTATIvE and
REFERENDUN, Majority Rule, Sclentitie Government,
Iuﬂeury Reform and Physical and Ethieal Culture,

Among hundreds of brilliant writers whe
soill rly contribute to its pages are

Prof. Frank Parsons. Prof. Richard T. Ely.
Henry D). Lioyd, Senator Timan,
Henator Batlor. Herbery N, Casson,
Eltweed Pomeroy. Prances E. Willard,
Hamlin Garland. . George A. Gates,
ustice Walter Clark. Mary A, Livermore,
Eugene V. Debs, Abby Morton Diaz,
Gov. H. §. Pingree John P. Altgeld.

Eprrons:

Lillian Whiting. Helen Campbell,

A. H, Lewia. Senator Pettigrew,
lno:u.rom-uu uwomlm and res

colve THE NEW rnn thres months and ENT

JORN m ll%ol & Peaceful Revolutiom,

Frederick U. Adams, ustrated book of 290 pages

uu-n-vcyﬂt' Write to-day.

Charles H. Kerr & Company, Publishers

56 Fifth Avenue, CHICAGO.

GRAND DEMONSTRATION AND FESTIVAL
of the united branches of the

‘| Social Democracy of America
IN ST. LOUIS, MO.

to be given at

'BOHEMIAN HALL, 9th ST. and ALLEN AVE i

lnuy Bv'l. Dec. 5, 1897 ;
o'clock. Doorsopenat?.

mum 10 m. aTmoT CHILDREN FREE.
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