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THE CO-OPOLITAN.

A STORY OF THE CO-OPERATIVE COM-
MONWEALTH.

An Interesting Chapter from g Forthecom.
ing Volume Which Gives Promise
of Intense Interest.

The St. Paul Broadaze in'its issue of
June 3d publishes the following: “A
gentleman named Zebinan Forbush,
living near St. Paunl, has ~ritten a re-
markable novel which, in oar humble
opinion, will stir up the sentiment in
favor of Mr. Debe' new plan as anything
elde would or could, We have been per-
mitted to read the manuscript and think
that it is equal to * Looking Backwards”
as depicting results, and greater far than
that work in showing the steps by which
the Co-operative Commonwealth selects
Idaho ae its home, establishes a city,
bids the people to enter the state, holds
and wins elections and fights constitu-
tional battles in the courte. Mr. For-
bush is a very prominent gentleman
and has & wide political reputation, be-
ing well known in the state and some-
what kncwn in the nation. The novel
reads like ‘‘Robinson Crusoe” and
“ Looking Backwards” combined. We
have asked and received permission to
print the second chapter as it treats upon
the selection of the state, soon to be
made by Mr. Debs and his companione,
for the location of his enterprise.”

CHAPTER 1L
After the introduction of the subject
0 my notice, in the manner deecribed in
he foregoing pages, I spent nearly all
my time for at least a month in the study
of such books as had been suggested to
me, treating upon the condition of labor
in which is ordinarily called the Chris-
tian World. I was engaged in this oc-
cupation when Thompson returned from
his trip to the south and west, to say
that I have become convinced that
Thompson’s plan of co-operation and the
establishmentof a co-operative common-
wealth was practical, would not be true,
but in all my researches I had kept his
plan in mind and confessed that I was
anxious to see it put into practice. I
was not convinced by any meaus that it
would succeed, but I wanted to observe
its workings and believed that it could
do no hurt. Thereiore when I again met
Thompson in the latter part of June, I
made haste to assure him that I was pre-
pared to approve his theories and de-
_..Airong of taking some part in the experi-
ment, which T hoped would be tried.
Upon learning this, Thompson informed
me that he was already a member of the
Co operative Commonwealth and that &
meeting of some of the most influential
projectors would be held that evening
and that he would like to have me pres-
ent. I readily accepted the invitation
and at the appointed time and place met
him that evening, and together we went
to the meeting. I was quite surprised
upon entering the little hall where the
meeting had assembled, to find myself in
the mjdst of well-dressed, refined. intel-
lectual and apparently practical men.
Thompson introduced me to a number
of these as a friend that was interested
in the Co-operative Commonwealth and
who would, as he thought, contribute to
its success. Although I felt that this

“ Gentlemen,” said he, “ this meeting is
called for a purpose with which you are
doubtless all familiar. Lest there shounld
be persons among you, however, who
are not fully informed, I deem it proper,
to make & brief statement at this time.
The present busginess and financial de-
pression; spreading as it does through-
out moet of Christendom, has produced
a feeling of unrest among those clastes

f people who feel it most. This unrest
'is admitted by all who have eyes with
which to observe, and minds with which
to analyze, to be fraught with danger.
It threatens ounr security, it threatens
our homes, it threatens morals and re-
ligion, it threatens the stability of our
institutions,the existence of the republic
and the durability of Christian civiliza-
tion, It isthe protest of blind Sampson
against the exactions of the Philistines.
It is the human heart overflowing with
bitterness at the injustice of men and
classes. Ere the pillars of the temple
trembled and the walls of the temple
fell upon us, we offer a remedy and ask
that it be applied. In justice to our-
selves, let me say, that we propose this
remedy experimentally. We do not, by
any means, know whether the human
system is capable of receiving it, bat we
are absolutely certain that it can do no
injury. We are also equally certain
that the attempt to apply it will injure
the condition of those who actively par-
ticipate in our plan. I ought also to eay
that if our remedy is accepted earnestly

‘ and applied with intelligence it will not

fail.

“There are in the American states
over 250,000 voters who believe that the
theory of economies is that the machin-
ery of production belongs to the people
in common. These are convinced that
in the theory so expressed, lies the rem-
edy for those economic evils which pro-
duce the extremes of great wealth and
great poverty. They are also ready to
participate in some concerted movement
which will enable them to establish a
Co-operative Commonwealth in one of
our American statee. Our plan is to
direct all those who believe in this sys-
tem of economics-into one state, enable
them to establish themselves there in
comparative comfort and ultimately by
colonizing a sufficient number of them,
to take possession of the political mach-
inery of that state, adopt a new consti-
tution, and through it establish the Co-
operative Commonwealth. We who
have enlisted in this enterprise believe
that our own grand republic, with its
system of inter-dependent, yet sovereign
states, offers the field for an experiment
and an- example, which may enlighten
the world. The example of Utah, al-
though disapproved as to the purpose,
presents an instance of & commonwealth
developing under the influence of an
idea. When the idea is pure and ex-
alted, and at the same time furnishes
hope to hungry and struggling millions,
how much more likely is it to develop a
masterpiece among states. The Co-op-
erative Commonwealth is already organ-
ized. It even now numbers 3,000 votes,
representing 15,000 people, men, women
and children, in its membership. A
fund of $100,000 has been accumulated
and is now available, to establish co-op-
erative colonies and the fund is rapidly
increasing. No colonies, it is true, have
yet been established for the reason that

recommendation of me was premature, | We have not yet selected the state for
yet I made no objection to it, because I |that purpose. This selection is the epe-
preferred to accept the cordinl reception | ¢ial pnrpose of our meeting tonight.
which his introduction seemed to pro- | et me exprees to you, my friendg, the

cure for me. We spent about half an
hour in conversation on subjects involv-
ing the co-operation idea. I had little
10 say, personally, but rather confined
myself to asking questions until the
meeting was called to order. But from
what was told me in answer to my ques-
tions, I was deeply impressed by the ap-
parent gincerity and general benevolence
which pervaded the assemblage.

I confess that I rather expected tofind |

# somewhat motley crowd of men, with
wildetaringeyes,shaggy, unkempt heads
and beards, indulging with furious gest-
ures and loud voices, in bitter and irra-
tional denunciation of the government
and public institutions of my country,
Instead of that these men were as sleek,
a8 mild, as quiet and gentlemanly as an
equal number of bank presidents might
be. Perhaps more so. At any rate, I
hawe seen bank presidents and directors
congregate together in less orderly con-
ventions, and have heard far more ex-
preseions of contempt for our govern-
ment and its laws, than these men ut-
tered. The truth was, that the gentle-
men whom I now had the honor to
- meet, were more fervently patriotic than
_any similar assemblage I had ever seen.
Men who come together in the name of
a church, a party, a bank, a business en-
terprise or even a particular charity, are
prone to hold country above all
r objects. But these men, gather-
g in the name of humanity, held their
o be, by rga::ld its location,
 condition and opportunities,
suitable fleld for whatever was

the human race.

beliei that we are now meeting in the
most important convention which we
have ever held, because our success de-
pends undeniably upon the proper loca-
tion of our Co-operative Commonwealth.
Strong arguments can be produced in
favor of the South and the West, and I
have heard more favorable mention of
Tennessee than of any of the states. I
hope, gentlemen, that you will discuss
this matter fully and deliberately as be-
comes the dignity and high purpose of
men who, perhaps, are about o give to
the world its most enduring and most
beneficent commonwealth.

So the meeting was declared open for
discuseion. The gentlemen who partic-
ipated were not partisans of any partic-
ular section or state, and were evidently
disposed to be deliberate and cautions
in their selection. Most of thém pre-
sented arguments in fayor of Tennes-
see. Some were in favor of the state of
Washington, As I listened to the dis-
cussion I was conscious of a deep feeling
of interest developing within me, It
scemed to me that intentively I compre-
hended the motives and purposes of
these mep, and that I had s stronger
grasp upon the details of their design
than they. A great inspiration seized
upon me which seemed to swing my
mind over every detail and light up
every feature of thissubject. When all
who intended to appeared to have
spoken, the chairman suggested” that
Mr. Braden might, perhapr, being com-
paratively a novice, present some views

h would be worthy of considera-
immediately

plied and spoke

ADDRESS OF EUGENE V. DEBS

At Handel Hall, Chiéiigo, Tuesday,
June 15, 1897,

At the Opening of the Special Convention of
the American Railway Union.

Lapies axp GENTLEMEN, FrIENDS AND Co-WoORKERs :

We have assembled here in the paragon city of Chicago under the aus-
pices of the American Railway Union to deliberate upon propositions
which relate to industrial and economic affairs.

We are here as the representatives:of Labor, which, overleaping hick
narrower limits of unions, lodges, divisions and guilds, inseribes upon
its banner*the conquering shibboleth, “ Humanity,” and goes forth to
battle with one supreme, overmastering purpose in view, that of better-
ing the condition of men and women who work and whose only capital
is their brains and their hands.

The toilers of all enlightened nations, by which I mean those who
comprehend their unalienable right to “life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness,” by processes of mind evolution, have arrived at the conclu-
sion that their mission in the world is something superior to eternal
servitude; that they were designed by their Creator to occupy positions
superior to beasts of burden, to “dumb, driven cattle,” superior to the
coral insect which builds, and dies as it builds, superior to the worm that
spins silk, lays its egg to perpetuate its toiling race, and dies.

But they find that after all the centuries of toil, servitude and degra-
dation, conditions remain essentially unchanged, except in those rare and
widely separated instances when they have sought to achieve some
measure of emancipation from their thraldoms by breaking the fetters
which their masters had forged.

But history, that * register of the crimes, follies and misfortunes of
mankind,” reveals the fact that the wage system, which is of necessity
slavery, hoary with age and forever producing the same results, has
created and perpetuated conditions at the mere mention of which hu-
manity shudders,

But I should do violence to the truth and perpetrate the crime of in-
gratitude if I were to intimate that amidst all the gloom of the centuries
the star of_Hope had not held its place and cheered humanity to strug-
gle on for better conditions, and I should be untrue to my own convic-
tions if I were to deny that even now, as eighteen hundred years ago,
there is heard above all the sordid strife and tumult of the world the
promise, “On earth peace, good will toward men.”

In the onward march of civilization and evolution, in the majestic
mustering of the mind forces of the world, whose achievements make
facts more wonderful than the creations of fancy, when the world, by the
wires on which electricity travels with the speed of thought, is made a
whispering gallery, when cities rise and flourish as if by magic, when in
all the earth there is no terra incognita, when steam and electricity on the
land and on the sea are solving all the problems of commerce, and man
stands forth by the fiat of his own genius the crowned conquerer of na-
ture, I ask, in this period of sublime achievements, what benefits have
come to the great family of toilers, without whose work the world would
roll in space a.wilderness? I answer, they are just where they were
when the Pharaohs built the pyramids with their slaves and kings built
cities for their own glory. i

The wage-system, in_spite of all the refinements of sophistication is
the same in all ages, in all lands and in all climes.  Its victims work,
prppagate their species, bear all the burdens and perish.

ﬁ am not here to denounce capital, nor am I here to exploit my views
of the rich, not even of that gentleman who discarded the beggar at his
gate, and soon after “lifted up his eyes in hell.”  Men, as a rule, are the
product of conditions, circumstances, environments, and as these are
favorable or unfavorable, men become useful or useless, noble or ignoble,
good or bad. Tt is, therefore, not with the individual that I have to do, but
with the system of society that produces him and is responsible for him,
and my purpose is to discuss conditions and aid as best I can in pointing
opt means of relief for those of my fellow-toilers who believe that the
time has come when better conditions for multiplied thousands can be
secured. |

I am not unmindful of the fact that there are those who disagree with
us and who maintain that there can be no relief while any part of the
wage system remains. They insist that the present competitive system
must be completely overthrown and not a vestige of it left in any depart-
ment of activity, on a foot of oyr soil, before permanent relief to the suf-
fering masses can be pmvi:l(:(‘l) With these good people I have no quar-
rel. Indeed, among those who are pledged to the Co-operative Common-
wealth and who differ as to method only, there is no occasion for unfriendly
feeling and all I need say is that while e propose to battle with all our
energy and zeal to carry out our plans for immediate relief. there will be
no abatement in our efforts to further the cause of socialism in general
until its universal triumph is proclaimed,—and we are impressed with the
conviction that nothing heretofore attempted in our country is so well
calculated to augment the hosts in the fraternal faith and hasten the di-
vine day of deliverance as the work we are about to undertake Y1t is
well enough to extol the beauties of the ideal system, but in the pfesence
of existing conditions, when millions are suffering, raany of them tor-
tured by hunger pangs and driven to desperation and despair, and all
this in sight of fabulous resources, something should be done and
done now, and though the whole world cried out in opposition, I should
still favor immediate action on such lines as common sense commended
and to such an extent as ceaseless effort and indomitable will made pos-
sible, in preference to serene contemplation of these horrors while await-
ing the ushering in of the millenium by the ordinary processes in oper-
ation. Even though we fail—but we shall not fail, for our mission is as
sacred as ever aroused men to action, gnd tens of thousands will at once
rally beneath our standard in every state of the Union, and cheered and
sustained and reinforced by succeeding tens of thousands, press forward
with the resistless ardor of a new crusade, nor will they be deflected from
their course the breadth of a hair until slavery in every form has been
abolished and humanity rises to exaltation, redeemed, regenérated and
digenthralled. ) :

The fetters'of thgslave and the scourge of the master symbolize the
reign of competitive commercialism, and while the barbarous system is
sufferedl to endure, the Declaration of Independence is a meaningless
platitude and our much vaunted free institutions a delusion and a sham.
Not until slave and master have both disappeared, and forever, and the
equal freedom of all has been established, can we lay any proper claim
to civilization. ;

No proposition will be accepted by the convention which will not with-
stand the severest criticism, w{nich is fully expected, Neither the magni-
tude of the task we are about to undertake nor the power of the opposing
forces is underestimated. You will observe when this convention is or-
ganized for business that only such propositions will be submitted as
will have the indorsement of a host | ?
students of affairs, men and women of
wide and varied knowledge and profoundly ‘intere

Fp

nthﬁge:t_‘thinkeg&n tlé;lnnd,—‘-'- ;
-intellect enAowIn 4
nierested in the welfuo of | b

60T WHAT THEY VOTED FOR.

At Wilmerding, Pa., four hundred
workmen in the Westinghouse Air Brake
Co., were laid off two weeks ago, in a
note that explained that ““ dull times and
lack of work” made it necessary. These
men, 700 strong, bought their uniforms
and paid their way to Canton, O., last
year to do honor to the “advance agent
of prosperity.”” They marched and
counter-marched spending more time
and money than would have bought
them bocks and tanght them something
about political questions aside from the
things stuffed into them by pie-hunting
political reprobates. But they preferred
to get their political instrnction second-
hand—and a fine job lot they got.

Now when these 400 got the dose of
prosperity they got mad. They saw
McKinley's picture on the shop wall.
They pulled it down, tore it to shreds,
stamped on it, spit on it, and acted the
fool generally. They then went to their
labor hall, tore down McKinley's pic-
ture, the campaign banner of silk they
had carried to Canton, all mementos and
articles referring to the campaign and
tore and stamped and spit on them.
They got their uniforms, helmets and
mottoes, piled them up and burned them
amid the execrations of the most bitter
kind about being lied to, deceived and
buncoed, and swore by all that was good
they would never be taken in again.
But they will. The democratic pie
hunters will get them next t me and
they will get a continuance of their pres
ent dose—and deserve it if they refuse
to use the brain nature has given them
to understand the questions they vote
on for themselves and know what it will
produce. There is nothing the matter
with these people except they are poor,
and they are poor, not because of any
tariff or money question, but because
the property of the land is all in the
hampds of a few and the balance can’t
help but be poor. In other words they
are poor becauge property can be mo-
nopolized under a eystem of private
ownership. Neither democrats nor pop-
ulists want to substitute any change in
thie respect. They will fool the voters
just as McKinley did for the property
owners. Nothing like starving the work-
ing people to get them to see the idiocy
of their  political actions.—Appeal (o
Reason.

THE “PASSING " OF THE MIDDLE CLASS.

We are inclined to believe that there
is much truth in the observations of a
writer in the St. Louis Evening Journal,
that the middle c¢lass of this country is
being rapidly eliminated, and that, at
the present rate of extinction, it will
entirely dieappear before a not distant
day. The country is unquestionably
making steady progress toward a condi-
tion that will prescnt a community con-
sisting of a few luxuriously rich and a
multitude of dependent poor. If the
common-sense and sympathies of the
middle class are not soon earnestly en-
listed with the socialists in the estab-
ishment of the co-operative common-
wealth, in a few years most of that class
will be paupere. The writer in question
says, in part:

“For the man in a middle station of
life, who heretofore has been able to
maintain by reasonable exertion an in-
dependent position, while providing
himself and his family with the comforts
and a reasonable share of the luxuries
of life, there will very shortly be no
room, unless a material change is made
in our methods. It behooves him, there-
fore, to take cognizance of his position
and consider the cause and the remedy.
This class being in a position in which
they are the last to seriously feel the
evil effects of mismanagement, apd their
minds being absorbed'in their personal
affairs, they are.willing to let others as-
sume the duties of public affairs and
have no sympathy with the complaints
of those who are suffering from the evils
of a bad system.”"—The Coinmonwealth,

AN ACTUAL FACT.

A Western Court, a real State Supreme
Court, has held a lab~r law to be consti-
tutional! But, then—of course, it was
a wild and wooly Western Court—where
modern civilization has not yet got in
its graft as is the case in the East. The
Saupreme Court of Utah has handed
dJown a decision which sustains the “act
regulating the hours of employment in
under-ground mines, and smelting and
ore reduction worke.” This act prohib-
its the employment of workingmen in
such occupations more that eight hours
per day, except in cases of emergency
where life or property is in imminent
darger. Of course this labor law may
be knocked out, yet,—an appeal can be
made to that body which gained an in-
ternational reputation through what is
known as the *

s %

society. Some of these thinkﬂ:f i
humanitarian afigirs, "’mm
tion, "Ifhey‘knﬁir‘{_‘nsﬁbl :

fares the land

ott decision.”’— |

THE - MOTHER CF
HERBERT N. C
Monopolists Have Made Us "
and We Are Bearing Taxuation '
out Representation, | |

The Labor Church of Lynn,
becoming famed as a seat of
thought and courageous expre
weekly sermon of the Rev. H
Casson is read and discusse
eands in every part of the coun
bold, epigrammatic style, his
hensive grasp of social and
questions, his fearless g0
false doctrines and his cou:
vocacy of true principles stamp
one of the commanding figu;
great struggle for economic
tion. “Herbert N. Casson is &
soul with the common p
one of them. His great
by the cruel injustice
a vicious system upon
and with tongue of flany
their oppressors and thp! I
“ears the demand for = release from
remorseless grasp. One such n ¥
guarantee that some day the sun of ju
tice shall light the world.
In discussing the appalling conditi
now existing in our country, Mr,
said in one of his recent sermo
‘“We have a great national pauper f;
tory which is running night and d
It turns out annually 15,276 bankrupt %
12,000 murderers, 7,000 suicides knd
3,000,000 unemployed. It is like s
mill where logs go in at one end &
come out a finished product at the o
There is the overworked
where the bark is takén off
lumber is sawed up; the nn
department, where the logs are sted
and twisted into scabs and willings
the charity department, where'
flattened into paupers; the luni
partment, where they burn up the
dust; the law department, where
logs are pounded into criminals
branded with a red-hot irom; the
ernment department, where logs
ground into anarchists and iron b
hoods, and the church depart
where the logs are labeled * :
ners” and shipped to the bad N
co.d ; i i
Monopolists have riade us.col
again. We are again haqriss
of “taxation withollf Sepresm
We are taxed $150,000,000 a yel
sugar trust alone, yet no one r
us in that organization, Wb
of McKinley’s cabinet repre
If government bepom~c’ merel
protector of property, and the
cannot obtain any property, whi
they care for the government? .
Repression is always the mother
olution. If men are not allo
form unions they will form regingie
if they are not allowed to speak  offod
they will drill secretly; if they & ‘:‘,‘
prived of their votes they will rég
ber John Brown and the kind of
he carried—over his shoulder. - /i3
Poverty is an explosive, and
nopolists manufacturg it tha
the risk as well 48 the profit.
they change their tactics, there
soon be an outbreak of '
dignation fiom the 'w nation.
nopolist will be ordered to Euroj
their doctors, and we will smeng
immigration laws so that tikd" Vil
come back. e
Those who think strong words
called for do not know our
conditions. The hardest word |
ler than the softest bullet, and
the time to speak plainly, if we 1
prevent civil war. i
I believe a great crusade of edt
in 1859 might have prevented #
shameful war. But abolition
wrangling about the constitutic
political parties and fighting C#]
tionists; and business men were i
ed in money making; and collej \
teaching Latin and Hebrew: anil|
servative citizens were killing
and Brown and chasing Garriso
Thomson ; and newspapers were
ing scandals snd murder tris
Fourth of July orators were dé
about liberty; and churches
cussing Pharaoch and Nebue

and.

and healthy and ambitious, neve
ing that before five years they -

‘lying mangled in ghastly

a million mothers and sigters.
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truth a dargerous enemy to organized
labor, and a foe to American citizenship.
He has neither love nor regpect for the
flag which every loyal workingman
adores, and waits with impatience for
an opportunity to direct others to fire
upon that flag while he skulks in the

50 | rear.”

The fact of their not publishing the
full report gives the lie direct to the first
paragraph, and the second would be ig-
nored were it not for the amount of cur-
rent ignorance on the subject. ‘“Born
on foreign soil” is charged, ergo, he is
not in sympathy with our institutions,
Columbus could hardly have been ex-
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. BOYCE'S SPEECH.
Plutocratic press still keeps up its
Edward Boyce, President
i ern Federation of Miners, on
of his speech at the opening of
gention of the Federation at Salt
t month. There is not a
speech that is not in per-
g with the Declaration cf
} and the Constitution of
[United scates. It is in harmony
Pathe patriotic utterances of Patrick
, and if ‘delivered a century ago it
fould have been applauded by the na-
“- That it arouees euch a fury in
pertain quarters is a certain mark of the
‘degeneracy of the sge. Workingmen
muet not only submit to sanbjugation,

'

.but be everlastingly silent. They have |

no t to bear arme. Only those who
to kill workingmen have any such
1 So long as only half-starved
gorkingmen are brutally shot down,
Barming business is all right and ap-
by the press, but when it is
bed to put the shoe on the other

L terrific roar is made.
D man has been more deliberately
Represented or more vicionsly ma-
i#8d than Edward Boyce. Iteo hap-
@, however, that without an excep-
B, inose who engage in the business
jhe oppressors of labor or their paid
ings. And this sort of abuse is
's crowning glory. He can not be
bullied or bribed. He is an
£ man ard a fearless leader. No
ieg in his breast a tenderer
. We know him and we like him.
men as he give assurance that the
not yet permeated the whole
lheart, He loves his fellow-men
- e weak and oppressed
He has not one gel-
He never once thinks of
@ world needs more Boyces and
could be had, humanity would
something more than a mad

fle for pelf and power.
his connection we take pleasure in
ducing the splendid article of the
| State Tribune on Boyce's speech, as
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he annual report of the president of
"WWestern Federation of Miners, to
it Wody, which convened in Salt Lake
yn May 10, has called down on him

h of the large dailies, and the
pking emall fry have hereand there

=) the Lowl, making & mighty
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Yt our-puypose to defend or in
ay talk for MrxBoxce, as the ac-
words of that itleman is
b for all accusations, and it would
like the farthing dip of our fath-
trying to show the modern in-
tlamp how to give light. In

' reporte from day to day in

} byphenated neighbor, a part of
anreproduce, the first thing that
average reader is, why did
rint the report in full? It
§ require any more space than

@ was devoted to hurling abuse

d it would give the reading

nce to judge for itself. Why

papers keep this report and
gingle paragraph of it? With
gpoved machinery the cost
misgery little. By what reason-
do these people set them-

gnd justify their acts, as be-

ble of doing the thinking for all

ple, and saying, “I have the great

; you must believe all I say; I

hing; I am the great I am,

“‘* ' Telling half a story true is
flimes worse than telling all a story
‘Every abusive sentence is bound

a suspicion in thoughtful men.

)t give us the full report, and
judge for ourselves? The fol-
the caption of “‘Ed. Boyce,
" is some of the rot dished up:
Boyce, president of the
sration of Miners, has been
yicions and lawless counsel
of this conntry. His ad-
Lake yesterday was the es-

g
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hy, and ought to be con-

ted tobe in eympathy with curin-
stitutions. He certainly would not be
an American by the standard these
cranks set. They are forever pointing
to themselves with a sort of holy fervor
and saying, “look at us: mind the great
good judgment we exercieed in picking
out a free country to be born in.”
the light of history it seems l:ke cruelty
to animalg to dignify such consummate
|idiocy with an answer, and it is only a
| knowledge that its chief promoters are

In |

is not & circumetance to that which the
press hurled at him. He was called the
nigger lover, the subverter of the consti-
tution and its rights, the Illinois baboon.
Every mean epithet that hate could in-
vent or malice conceive was imputed to
him. He was to them then what Boyce
ig now, the only difference is that the
postal laws are even more strict and
newspaper slubbergullions have about
lost the power of invective.

Ed Boyce stands before the world to-
day as one of the greatest men of his
time. Gifted mentally and physically,
he could easily build himseelf a home
and enjoy its comforte; but there is no
enjoyment or rest fer Lim as long as he
sees his fellowmen downtrodden and
liberty itself endangered. We see him
baring his breast to the shot and shell
of corporation thugs here at home; we
gee him incarcerated in a filthy durgeon
alongside of the most degraded of erimi-
nals, in an unbearable August; our
| thoughte follow him as he is carried in
| chains to Boise penitentiary, where
| cheerfully he lays down his liberty for
| ne, hated and scoffed at by every mean
| hireling in the northwest; derided by

more knave than fool, that they are duly |
employed to dish up such rot, that leads | one half of those for whom he suffers—
us to enterit. We must respect the hon- | his ardor is not dampened, nor hie
est ignoramus, but when anyone with |course abandoned. Defying death apd
the smallest spark of braine rises to tell |1aying down hie liberty that bis fellow
us that the accident of birth is conducive | Workipgmen may get living wages and
of loyalty or otherwiee, we cannot help :educnle their childrer, his grand deeds
questioning his honesty. Boyce need |Will live as long asthe tongue is epr ken-
not apologize to those people for his He is our ideal of unselfishness without

birth. His people are liberty lovers
throughout. They helped free this
country from tke British yoke when its
days were darkest. They formed alarge
part of Washington's army when the
enemy under Howe evacuated Boston
and 10,000 tories, or “borners” took leg
| bail for Canada. Seventy five per cent.
of the Continental army were foreigners,
but Benedict Arnold had to come from
the other 25 per cent. It is worth stat-
|ing that the man chogen to fill the trai-
tor's place bore no other name than
General Sullivan,  Except
loyce's country was the first to yet ship-
load after shipload of provisions to the
| starving troope at Valley Forge, and
;Irom there to the wintry morning on
| the dreary field of Fredericksburg when
i they rushed to the cannon's mouth-—
to victory, cheered by the clarion voice
and dauntlese bravery of their gallant
general, Thomas Francis Meagher, they
have ever proved their loyalty to the
stgre and stripes. Were it not for the
geniug of the foreigner Erickson, who
would dare predict the result of the late
war? Since its inception, native sons
are entitled to no more honors for loyalty
than foreigners. °

The treason in the report, we affirm,
after careful perusal, and an opportunity
given to our readers to judge for them-
selves, i« all contained in the following
paragraph :

“The gupreme demand of the hour is
that all miners and workingmen en-
gaged in the mining industry in the west
shall get together, work together, fight
together, and, above all, vote together,
and maintain friendly relations with all
labor organizations who are striving to
better the conditions of labor, regardless
of their method or plan of action; then
if we cannot free ourselves from the
vicious thraldom of corporate greed, the
failure is due to our ignorance.”

The rest would have been forgiven if
he had not counseled his fellowes to vote
together. Thatis the advicethat strikes
terror to the corporation puppet.

““The bearing of arms as recommended
is but following in the footsteps of the
founders of this government. They all
know how to use and keep them. It
was a chief requisite for liberty sgainst
tyranny. Every man those good old
days was supposed to be in possession of
the best make of a gun. After liberty
had been won, the union formed; it was
the general belief that a government of
the people could not be maintained.
Thomas Jefferson, the great statesman
and scholar, when in Paris, was asked
what in his opinion, was the greatest
security for the perpetuation of the gov-
ernment., Hisrep'y was: ‘Ineverylog
cabin in America there ie a rifle ard a
man who knows how to use it, and where
these are tyranny will never dare pop
up its head.” Tyranny did not dare
show itself as long as these heroes lived,
but ‘they are dead and their arts long
forgotten. Every man, every common
man in this country should be tkilled in
the use of firearme.

It was the skill and courage of the
fathers that gave us a country fit to live
in. They paid a high price for the lib-
erty bequeathed us, but it was worth it,
and we should show our appreciation of
it. They bought it with the sword.
Every liberty that thé human race ever
bad was gotten this way. Such great
virtues never sprang unbidden from the
loins of peace. They were never given
to beggars, Every man, yee, and every
woman, too, knows very well that we

|

Those who now eructate condemnations
‘of us are the tories of our fathers’ time.

_ The daily press of the present day who

fie | gtyle the utterances of treason-
and | able, shouted e ik
tlat Washingtc
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France, |

are the children of Mars and Bellona.’

| any parallel in the world’s history. The

sacrifice of Moses who gave Limself for
the lowly of his day, the deathless
| friendship of Damon and Pythias, is in-
significant before the living death, exile
(and hate of this man. Go on,
| with your humanizing work. Civiliza-
tion will be benefited by your having
lived, and when borne down by the
weight of years it comes your turn to
cross the dark river, holy angels will
hover at your bedside to carry your no-
ble goul to the heavenly throne.”

THE CONVENTION.
Tue special convention of the Ameri-
can Railway Union meets at Chicago
thie day. All the indications are favor-
aole to a large attendance and to satis-
|factory results. The delegates will be
ic.,.nfrome«l by great issues, and to meet
these in a manner becoming their ac-
 knowledged gravity will tax the wisdom
jand courage of the entire body. We
| know the men who will be there and we
| have no misgivings as to the outcome.
' Advaunced grounds will be taken and the
position of the order clearly eet forth.
fThat the convention will delare in favor
|of the Co-operative Commonwealth and
commit all the resources of the order to
that line of work, there seems to be not
a shadow of doubt. The wage system
must be abolished. The co-operative
system must be established. All the
workers in the country should unite in
hastening the change. The convention
now in session, it is eafe to say, will do
its full ehare in that direction.

THE NEW PROJECT.

“It is with natural interest that etu-
dents of industrial and economical prob
lems will regard the serious and compre-
hensive plan for a co operative common-
wealth now outlined by an organization
' known as the Brotherhood «f the Co-
! Operative Commonwealth. The plan
differs from previous projects of the sort
in several important particulars.

“It is, in the first place, far more ex-
tensive in the scope of the operatione.
Hitherto a satisfactory teet of co opera-
tion on a very large scale has been ren-
dered practically impogsib'e because the
authors of the experiment have had to
defer more or less to the conditions im-
posed by circumstances and environ-
ment. The co-orperative colonies and
communities which have been under,
taken have sometimes managed to main-
tain 8 healthy and independent exist-
ence, but eoomer or later they were
forced in one way or another to adjust
themselves somewhat to the environ-
ment of the vast majority of people
gurrounding them. Their life was neces-
parily insular and limited to a degree.
To attempt to live the larger life of the
world, even in a merely social way, was
to break down the barriers which the
necessities of their system placed around
their community.

“The new project, as indicated by
Eugene V. Debs and others interested in
the movement, proposes & more decisive
test by establishing not a community
but an entire state whose laws shall be
based on co-operative principles. The
aim is to win the support of the co-oper-
ative principle at the polls, and through
the state legislature introduce a com-
plete co-operative system. Certainly
tuch a plan, if carried out, would put
the theory of co-operation to a more
practical tegt than it has yet known.
The first difficulty will be that of secur-
ing political control of a state, but some
of the Western and Southwestern states
are nowadays quickly swayed by pros-
pects of a change, and perhaps this part
of thie plan is not so chimerical asitlooks.
At the least, the principle of co-opera-
tion has commended itself to many econ.

d & serious attempt to estab-

Joyce, |

watched |

ADDRESS OF EUGENE V. DEBS.

[CosmizveD FrOM Frst PAGE.]

reached the United States of America. Here, wealth has accumuldted
until individual fortunes defy computation; here, men by millions are
decaying, and here the ills which the author of the “Deserted Village”
so graphically portrayed are epidemic, and are spreading with alarming
rapidity from the centre, in every possible direction, over the land.

In certain quarters it is esteemed a duty to'indulge in criticisms de-
signed to make any and every humanitarian enterprise the butt for ridi-
cule and contempt, and to characterize their authors as vagarists, if noth-
ing worse, and their schemes as senseless and impossible. But such a
course, designed to work disaster and perpetuate wretchedness in the in-
terest of those who profit by it, no longer intimidates those who, amidst
storms and battles, have achieved so much self-emancipation as to dare
to think for themselves, and have learned outside-of optimistic and pes-
simistic s¢hools that they must work out their own salvation and not
trust the “ordering” of events relating to the emancipation of others, not
even to that inscrutable “divinity” which is said to “shape our ends,
though hew them how we will,” nor supinely wait for that one “tide in
the affairs of men that leads on to fortune,” but with will and courage
and self-reliance hew out for themselves new pathways to better condi-
tions.

The past is not a sealed book. Whatever have been the trophies of
our hoasted civilization the emancipation of wage-slavery does not ap-
pear in the list of its victories. Nowhere on the face of the earth has a
monument been erected as a memorial of such an event. The combined
forces of religion, education, science and civilization have been unequal
to the task of so shaping affairs as to permit men who toil to own them-
selves. The wage-system has held them with unrelaxing grasp in per-
petual bondage.

We have had the dectaration from an inspired apostle of the Christian
religion that “God is no respecter of persons.”  We have it incorporated
in our Declaration of Independence that “all men are created equal,”
and we have constitutions and statutes in consonance with the declara-
tion, but it is held that the eruelty of the wage-system can in no wise be
modified; that while *men may come and men may go,” the system, like
the brook in the poeni, must flow on forever: that wage-slavery is the one
curse for which there is no redress, and that labor must forever be the
I creator of wealth in which its share is hare subsistence and all too often,
[ cipher at the right hand of a decimal point.

But the * thorny stem of Time™ iz even now budding with cheering
indications that a new dispensation is at hand.

What is this ngw dispensation and what does it signify?

In the presence of this audience, made up of workers and thinkers, 1
would not. even if I had the tongue of an angel. seek to encourage tlv-i
lusive hopes. My experience and observation teach me that we live at a
time in the history of our country when industrial conditions are of a
charagter which evervwhere excite unrest and alarm.  Business prostra-
tion is universal, = Confidence” seems to have taken to itself wings :mnl;
Hown away, and so far as the most penetrating vision can discern thrrv}
i< no indication that it will ever return. In the meantime the gloom
that has settled down upon the country deepens into darkness, nor
would relief come to the disemployed millions it confldence were to re-
turn tomorrow, simply because there are more workers by far than can
find cmploviment under the most favorable conditions possible under
the present system and because the number of enforced idlers is steadily
and rapidly increasing by reason of the labor displacing machine which,
under the capitalist system of production, has doomed labor to fathom-|
less depths of servitude, suffering and degradation.

Statistics relating to the vast army ot men, women and children who
toil for a living in all our centres of population constitute a picture of
poverty which cannot be contemplated without the most painful fore-
bodings of ills which affright courageous men. Hunger and_squalor in
a land of fabulous plenty iz a condition which, whatever else may be
said, demonstrates bevond controversy that the Almighty does not rule
in the councils of nations and if, in the onward march of mind evolu-
tion. men are at last convinced that they must emancipate themselves
from bondage, it is all that can be hoped for. No miracles will be
wrought to supply men with food, clothing and shelter.  No northern
blast will be tempered to a southern zephyr in response to the bleatings
of the shorn lamb. No * five thousand men, besides women and chil-
dren ™ will be = fed with five loaves and two fishes.”  No ravens will feed
the lone tramp in the fence corner or under a hay-stack. No widow's
« harrel of meal " and = cruse of oil " will be replenished by an Elijah.
What then ? §

If the new dispensation is to continue the wage-slave system, eulogies
are out of order and the tongue of Hope may rest from its labors.

Not so. however. The new dispensation is not ushered in by heralds
proclaiming that man shall work no more, but it does come promulgating
the new and divine gospel that man may work for himself, that the
chains which bind him to wage-slavery shall be broken, and that unfet-
tered. disenthralled and emancipated, he may expand to the full stature
C":\ free man, receiving, by right divine, the proceeds of his toil.

|

)

It is a dispensation that ushers in the Co-operative Commonwealth,

)t at once in its full orbed noon, but more properly its sunrise, its morn-
ing, its beginning. )

Co-operation is not a word newly coined. It is as old as the tower of
Babel, erected by the tribes in the plain of Shinar, when men believed
thev could build a tower whose top might reach into heaven, a majestic
folly, but demonstrating, nevertheless, what may be accomplished by
co-operative effort. These co-operative workers did complete their tower,
they did layv the foundations of Babylon and their tower, though its top
did not reach the skies, stood for a thousand years one of the great won-
ders of a great city. And men now, as then, are interdependent and the
term co»f:ponltiur‘) illustrates the idea, and debate upon the law of mu-
tual dependence is not required. It is a fundamental law, an axiomatic
truth, the only question to be debated being, is the purpose of co-opera-
tive effort wise or otherwise? Is it a vagary or a verity? No scientist,
no philosopher, no statesman, no philanthropist ever has in the past,
does in the present,or will in the future pronounce co-operation a vagary,
a hallucination unworthy of consideration: Co-operation presupposes a
condition, as applied to industrial affairs, in which men work together
in harmony for one another’s prosperity, happiness and independence, &
condition in which no man is master and no man a slave, a condition in
which a man’s brain and brawn and soul are all his own and not, as un-
der the wage system, another’s.

I wounld have no one deceived, Here, in this presence, I should be
mindful of the practical. The witima thule of co-operation, the Co-opera-
tive Commonwealth, is perhaps in the distant future, not, however, in
the dreamland of the enthusiast, but entirely within the realm of the
possible. .

We are here to deal with initials and among other things to find a lo-
cation, a spot favored by nature, in climate salubrious and a soil which
will vield abundant harvests of food products for man and beast. Any
one of several Western states, which are sparsely settled and where the

sople are largely in sympathy with the enterprise can be selected for the

ginning. Invitations,cordial and heartfelt, havebeen extended by thous-
ands of citizens, including governors of states and others eminent in pub-
lie affairs, The state decided upon,we propose to colonize it with men
and women thoroughly imbued with a knowledge of economics as a
Jied to industrial affairs, men and women whose philosophy has taught
hem to deal with the knowable and the attainable, men and women
of profound convictions who point to the ten thousand monuments of
co-operative success that line all the pathways of civilization, the profits
of which have been snatched from the builders to enrich those who owned
the wage-slave, t ved ¢ the,
are living to-day, by permission of those who control all opportunities

whilé the toilers, despoiled of their rights lived on as they |

d dictate all conditions. TR R i
,?here‘ are those who believe, and I am one of the number, that it is
practicable to inaug a change of programme and that the time

MACHINERY AND HUMANITY.

Labor saving machinery, which onght
to be one of the greatest bleseings to
humanity, is almost its greatest curse,
because of a system which makes it pos-
sible for shrewd and selfisly men to get
all of the benefit accruing from it, It
ought to shorten the hours of labor to
all. It does, in fact, keep those who -
continue to toil at their tasks as many
hours as before, and throw the balance
into the streets, the poor houses and
prisone. It ought to make good citizens
of men. It does, in fact, make them
the reverse through idlenees. It ought
to be the means of educating children
to a higher degree than their parents.
It does, in fact, take them out of echoo}
in infancy to meke newsboys, bootblacks,
flower girls, who must eke ou* a miser-
able existence for the family, and later
become ignorant, vicioue, criminal,

No individual ought to be permitted
to make an enormous profit out of labor
eaving machinery, unless that profit, or
a large portion of it, is used for the ben-
efit of the race—to educate it, to elevate
it, to make it happy. No inventor has
the right to a monopoly on the product
of his ingenuity, unless the profits are
used for the betterment of humanity,

It is not labor-eaving machinery that
is at faunlt; it is not its invention and
introduction into the workshops of the
world that is at fault; it is the system~
which permits eelfish men to use itas a
means to oppress their fellows that is to
blame, and the eocner that system is rad-
ically changed or done away with alto~
gether, the better will it be for humani-
ty. Mez ought not to be forced into
almshcouses, prisons or the river by the
sndden inspiration of a mechanical ge-
nius— Toledo Daily Bee.

WHAT JUSTICE, TRULY.

What justice is there in this, that
nobleman, a goldsmith, a banker, or an;
other man that either does nothing
all, or at best is employed in things that
are of no use to the public, should live
in great eplendor upon what is so ill ac-
quired; and a poor man, & carter, &
smith, or a ploughman, that works even
harder than the beasts themselves, and
is employed in labors so necessary that
no commonwealth would hold out one
year without them, can only earn so
mean a livelihood that the condition of
the beasts is much better than theirs ?
—S8ir Thomas More. 3

New Occasions has been merged with:
the New Time and will be made one of
greatest magazines of social pregress.
B. O. Flower, founder and until recently
editorof the Arena and Frederick Upham
Adams will edit the new publication.
We congratulate the reading public up-
on this new consolidation, which we are
confident will result in a magszine that
will lead in the world of social thought..

STATE oF On10, CITY OF TOLEDO, }
Lucas COUNTY, "

FRANK J. CHENEY makes oath that he is the
senjor partner of the firm of F. J. CHENEY & Co..
doing business in the City of Toledo, County an
State aforgsaid, and that said firm will pay the:
sum of ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS for each and
every case of CATARRH that cannot be cured by
the use of HALL'S CATARRH CURE,

FRANK J. CHENEY.

Sworn to before me and subscribed in m;
presence, this 6th dyy of December, A. D, 1856,

{ ARAL } A. W. GLEABON,

i Notary Public.

Hall’s Catarrh Cure is taken internally, and
acts directly on the blood and mucous surfaces:
of the gystem. Send for testimonials, free.

F.J. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, O.
Sold by Druggists, 5c.
Hall's Family Pills are the best,
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PAPERS.

from the Workshop
“ On Seatter-brained No-
tions, Ete.”
3. R. ARMSTRONG,
A short tiree ago the President of the

.R. U. organization annonnced Lhrough
columns of the New York Journal &

§ in well-defined  plan for the regen-
‘eration of the present obhnoxious indus-
trial system, In brief itis the intention
of colonizing a certain state or states

th the myriads of starving people in
the United States, and placing - them

" in & condition of absolute industrial, so-

~ ¢ial and political freedom. The means

~ to this end, to be adopted, will be more
thoroughly ventilated at a conyention
to be held for this purpose in the near
future.© The article or manifesto in

_question has been widely copied by the

lic press, reform and otherwise, and
many and peculiar criticisms have been
made thereon, bnt the most outrageouns
“‘geatter brained ” spumescense appears
l& the New York People of April 25th,

.

The erudite editor of the 8. L. P, organ
in his usual vitriolic and fat witted
manner proceeds to grin and laugh like
& well-fed ape at what he is pleased to
call & “scheme.” To capture a state
and ite legislative machinery by the
eléctive franchises of a liberty-loving
and life-defending people, is going to
conflict with the federal government,
quoth the polemical savant. The col-
lective majesty of all the states will be
attacked if a few million human beings
in their impatience to live happen to go
forthwith and establish themselves to
that end, in some western common-
wealth. To capture the White House
must be accomplished before any change
whateoever in the industrial gituation
can be realized, this is the S. L. P. eolu-
tion. Does the S, L. P. seribbler know
anything above an ordinary clam? Are
there not, strictly epeaking, at least five
or gix millions of disfranchised working-
men floating about in this gold-cursed
country ?

Is this huge mass of humanity not
being daily increased by lockouts, close
downs and wholesale discharges? What
is the cause of this condition? Improved
labor saving machinery, a vicious mon-
etary system, centralization of wealth,
cheaper labor, Dingley class legislation
of varions kinds and glaring intimida-
tions, “ false returns,” and other species
of unbridled and unmitigated corruption.
Previous to all nftional campaigns the
“bosses’’ have through their allsearch-
ing system of espionage ascertained just
how many cravens will vote for their
damned rot and then in the nick of time
discharge hundreds of thousands of
“doubtinls,”” who not having sufficient
wherewithal to remain long enough in
‘one place to register or vote, wander
away and thereby lose the opportunity
of playing the part of AmEericax Sover-
eigns. “ Capture the White-house,” you
little pale faced knight of the shears and
paste, why not attempt to capture some-
thing easy—something that can be co-
ralled within the next 900 years?

The “national theatre” is where the
Moses ol the S. L. P. intends to lead the
famishing hordes, and by this sir gular
movement all will be well. The co-op-
erative commonwealth * will never be

_mshered ifito being if the Anerican peo-
le depend solely upon this “‘scatter-
rained "’ sche me; it eavors too much of

the “Fure and simple " ignorance of the
8. L. P. Miliions of human beings are
at this moment endaring all the tortures
of the damned and they cannot live long
enough to capture the ‘‘national thea-
tre,” and anybody, unless he be an S, L.
P. lackey, cannot surely object to these
millions capturing bread and butter,
even if a handful of federal fossils biu
them “avaunt!” Saoppoge General Miles
and a few of his trained man-killers do
attempt to enjoin etarving humanity
from stepping into nature’s larder ano
suppose a deadly array of machine guns
play their murdercus miseiles upon it,
what then?

Doubtlegs the * national theatre’ man
would immediately clap his bands and
say “Itold you so!"” By the Eternal!
Eugene V. Debe is no visionary and his
recent trip out West has plainly shown
him the necessity of imm: diate action
toward the regeneration of society! It
may be all very well for the 8. L. P.
shears and paste man to wait for the
industrial millenium as lorg as hie kind
subecribers continue to cough up the
dough but not go with the millions of us
poor devils on the hog train af despair
and destitution. Let the conflict come !
The wiseacre dotards who calmly and
solemnly render * unconstitutional de.
cigions’’ may grivd out of their mouldy
brains a decision against the eo called
scheme of Debs, but what do we care—
we who are starving to death by inches!

The knight of the paste-pot 18 terribly

+ afraid of saving humanity the shortest

way; he wants every mother’s son of us
to wait like the adventiste for the second
coming of Christ.

Wait till & bridge of ice is formed over

' the mouth of hell and then we can all

march ten abreast into heaven. No sir,
that won't do; our stomachs are dead
set against the proposition! An empty
gtomach can’t digest the S. L P, logic—
it is too much like pig iron. Now is the
day of salvation, not & hundred years
hence. A large body of earneet, indus-
trious men can earily be located upon
some spot - { mother earth where tgzy
can apply their labor and produce the
necessaries of life withont giving the
8. L. P, Eropb_at the loss of one wink of
-sleep. By this means & grand object
lesson can be taught and others, if so
“inclined, can go aud do likewise. Rais
ing potatoes, wheat, wool and mutton is
b than a “national theatre.” The
er helps to make good, rich blood,

nt the latier at best is only fit for
p ants to office. Building homes
nlophﬁ‘tho resourses of some

state i8 no
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something in that direction withomt
waiting for the aid of blatant politicians ?

“Socialism,” he says, * would have to
remsin in a&ymm in the colonized
state until Congress was conquered. "As
long es the famished mortals conld find
something 1o eat and something to clothe
their naked barke with this “ABEY-
ANCE” would not hurt much.

The idea of waiting until * capital'sm"
is entirely overthrown before we com-
mence co-operation!  Why, the govern-
ment is bankiupt now and cannot raise
enongh mol ey 10 pay the interest on its
debts. The co ogrmive stores in Eng-
land, start ng with four or five poun
sterling and now running up into the
bundreds of millione, would rever have
bad a being if the advice of the 8. L. P.
solon had been taken. Take & cool sea
bath, my friend, and consul s me med
ical expert on the state of your health;
for certainly your wabbly mind is border-
ing on delirimiy, Capitalism has been
the growth of ages, and cannot in the
nature of things be suddenly overthrown.
The work of sages cannot be instantly
legislated out of existence ; itistoocom
plicat: d and requires the slow and
st- ady evolution of progress from one
point of advantage to another. The old
industrial ideax of all the people must be
changed before the crystallization of
new ideas take form, aod the.change
cannot be sudden. It is a growth like
tb;‘.{ acorn gradually expanding into the
oak.

Socialiem is rapidly epreading all over
Europs without the aid of * members of
parliament” and in a very f«w years
“capitalism"” will be “left in the cold.”
Municipal ownership of public utilities
in Glaegow,—railroads, electric lights,
water, waeh houses, lodging houses, tele-
phones, ete., etc., bids fair to be a model
co operative commonwealth, in the near
fnture, in a small way. Other munici-
palities are learning fr m her example
and they too are adopting the same line
of conduct. There is no flutter oi ban
ners, waving of red flags, or noiey decla
mations whatever in this gniet enlight-
enment of # public epinion.” It is, like
the leaven in the dongh, silently and

as poseible! If a co-operative comman-
wealth cannot be operated upon a small
gcale, how in the name of common sense
can it be upon a large one? Supposing
the “federal government” should object
to the “scheme,” would the tribunal
higher than the government—the peo-
ple—object? No, Mr. Shears and Paste-
pot, the people wonld sanction it with
an outburet of apilause!

Thig knight also arrcgates to himself
the gole monopoly of *‘socialism.” He
eays very dignifiedly that “the social
ists, that is to eay, that organized world-
wide political movement that marches
along the path of the class struggle to
overthrow the capitalirt eystem, and
that, by ita steady tread and scientific
theories on aims and tactice, has ren
dered the word goc'alism the respected
word it is to-day, does not, cannot resort
to the puerility involved in a colonizing
scheme,” No, like the pbarisee of old
this holy man of the S, L. P.saye, “I am
not like other men,” and he swirhes his
robe and walks by poor bleeding hu-
manity while the despised samaritan
Debs ¢ xerts +very means to succor the
distressed! Yes, it is “ poerility” to
bandage the bruised, clothe the naked
and feed the hungry, but millions of suf-
fering wretches are jost craving and
groaning for this gort of thing in spite of
the 8. L. P. quack!” ‘Socialiem the
respected word it is!"” grand thirg to
boast of my *international,” *“scien-
tific,” ‘ harem-ecarum friend,” but it
will be a * damned sight”” more respected
if you will do something more with it
than shear it and paste it in your paper.

Fancy what magnificant gemi-agricul-
tural cities the millions of unemploye¢d
could construct if they had access to the
raw materials. Chicago, New York or
Paris could be outwitted in architectural
design, sanitary commodiousness and
soli(fity of structure. Utah in a few
years could be converted into a verita-
ble elyeium and the West overshadow
in splendor, comfort and progress the
pasty, cramped self devouring East.
Heavens, but what a lot of mechanical
talent is going to waste on the highways
and b_\'waf's-—varpunters, masons, ma-
chinigte, blacksmiths, ironworkers, min-
ere, farmers, shoemaserg, ete., ete., ete.,
that only needs the magnificant organ-
izing skill of such a grand man as
Eugene V. Debs to start iuto being the
pew and sublime civilization of the
brotherhood of man industrially co-
operating, ot ForR LUCRE, but for the
salvation of the human race. The po-
tentialities locked up within the brawn
and brain of the starving unemployed
will be called forth in the near future in
spite of the 8. L. P. knight and the na-
tion will rejoice with exceeding great
Joy.
No doubt the attorneys of trusts and
combines, who pretend to be our cox-
GressMEN, will open their eyes wider
than usual when they learn that their
kind services can be done without and
the civilization that has been the dream
of seers, prophete, poets and scientists,
has at last been given birth in the Golden
West. The trouble that afflicts our 8. L.
P. sooth-sayer is—FEAR OF NOT BEING
coxvENTIONAL, This is a dredful disease
and it is devouring millions of Keople
annually! He has drawn a straight line
and wants us all to step accordingly, but
I am afraid his expectations will be
shocked. The American Co operative
Commonwealth will never be incubated
in the White House only in a sort of a
nightmare kind of a style.

1 say in conclusion : Sound the tocsin! |
let the cash of the labor unions and the
co-operation of Utah or other citizens
roll the chariot of the new civilization
along! If it is against the U, 8. consti-
tution to make the starving millions
happy, fg giving them an opportunify
to live, then that sAcreD pocUMENT had

| better be dropped into the waste basket

and an r and better one drawn n)i.
BI the whole le—not by a handful
Jlawyers. Welcome the colony! may
| OF BUCCESS UNFURL OVER IT and
success always  accompanics

men when guided by intel

; ‘th

certainly doing its work. Colonize by all|
meang for humanity’s sake, as quickly |

ADDRESS OF EUGENE V. DEBS.

- R

{CoxTiNUED FROM SECOND PaGE.]

independence, an independence the world has never known and can never
know until co-operative labor, solving every problem and surmounting
everyobstacle in industrial affairs, achieves emancipation for its votaries.

I need not be told that the term independence is a much used and a
much-abused word. It may stand for much or for practically nothing at
all,  Under the operation of the wage system there is no independence
for those who toil, because independence means exemption from control
by others, the direction of one’s own affairs without interference.

Dealing with the subject from this point of view there is not in the
United States a wage-worker who is independent. He must not only
work to live, but always under conditions dictated by another person.
His life and the lives of those dependent upon hig work are absolutely
under the control of others. ;

True it is, borne down by the exactions of masters, the *toilers have
struck in the hope of securing emancipation, but when the struggles
were over they found themselves in the grasp of the same old system,
more heavily manacled than before." The chains which bound them,
unbroken, gnawed deeper into their flesh—into their very souls, and
the contest has served to deepen the impression that the fight for inde-
pendence has made them still more dependent and that they are pariahs
in their much vaunted “land of the free and home of the brave.

Such conditions have aroused thoughtful men within and without the
ranks of Labor, and the consensus of opinion is that there is one way
out of the labyrinthian pathways in which toilers have traveled for cen-
turies, in which poverty has kept abreast of progress and is now so far
in advance that a remedy must be found and applied without delay.
The antidote is believed to be co-operative effort on the part of all toilers.
By co-operation they can work out their own salvation, their redemp-
tion and independence. By co-operation they can burst through every
enthralment, break every fetter, rise superior to present” environments,

and produce such a change as shall challenge the admiration of the world. |
I have referred to the building of the tower of Babel, not to approve|

the folly of the workers in the construction of a monument to perpetuate
a delusion, but to demonstrate the possibilities of co-operative eflort.

But we have in our own land and within a period cof living witnesses
a far more stupendous co-operative enterprise carried forward to the acme
of success. I refer to the achievements of the Mormons in Utah, not to
condone persecution, but simply to demonstrate that co-operative cffort
possesses those essentinl qualities of success that achieve victories over
the most obstinate impediments.” In the case of Utah it made “the
desert rejoice and blossom as the rose.” It made *the wilderness and
the solitary places glad.” It touched the mountain streams which in
their How awakened the fertility of a generous soil and filled the land
with harvest-home melodies. Tt built a city and adorned it with a tein-
ple equal to any of the seven wonders of the world, and Utah and Salt
Lake City are enduring monuments of what co-operative cflort may
accomplish.

= Work: for the unemploye
mediate action.  To rescne these from tenements and hovels, from streets
and slums, from charity's degrading bondage and give them the oppor-
tunity of applying their labor to the natural resources is the initial and
commanding duty of the present hour.
¢ \When carping eritjes say our scheme is not feasible, let the answer be,
“Work for the unemployed.” These words must burn and glow on the
first banner thrown to the breeze in the new crusade.  “ Work for the un-
employed” must be the battle ery and it must be taken up and echoed
and re-echoed until it reverberates in tones of thunder throughout the
land. Here, and now, I declare myself enlisted in the cause of **Work for
the unemploved.” Nature provides the means and in the words of “Old
Hickory,” “By the eternal,” we will provide the places. No excuse or
evasion, no compliment or criticism will deflect us from our course,
Nothing less than “work for the unemployed™ will answer the demand)

An organization of a million workers whose hearts are with us is tht
first thing in order. We must at pnee press the work of organizing until
from every village, hamlet, town and city of every state and territory in
the union is voiced the demand and command, *Work for the unem-
ployed.”

In the new organization there will be no division lines. All whose
hearts are attuned to the symphonies of humanity will be welcomed, total-
ly regardless of race, color, nationality, occupation or sex. It will be an
organization of equals pledged to the sublime work of giving effect to the
Declaration of Independence on American soil.

{ Each will contribute according to his ability to the support of the new |

inuvmnrm, and the monthly installments will soon be suflicient to start
the pioneers Westward, and by that time the state will have been
selected. Under the supervigion of able and experienced persons the
foundation of the new order will be laid, lands will be secured, machin-
ery and tools will be provided, the soil will be cultivated and industrial
enterprises will be established, and thus will begin the work which will
not end until the Co-operative .Commonwealth has become a realized
fact. Gradually we will develop along co-operative lines, withdrawing,
wherever and whenever possible, all patronage and support, commercial
and political, from the decaying old competitive system, until *innoc-
uous desuetude ""opens its vaults to receive it. |

The theme is inspiring and invites to elaboration, but time torbids de-
tail. The convention will mature plans and devise ways and means to
proceed, and the day of adjournment will mark the first day’s campaign.
Not one day, nor hour is to be lost. Action, here and now, is the supreme
demand and this convention will respond in a spirit to dispel all doubt
as to ultimate success.

The fruits of co-operative industry are beneglictions. Plenty banishes
poverty. Free men, the possessors of free homes,-are not scourged to
their tasks by hunger pangs. Work.is no longer a curse to be deplored,
and life, emancipated from despair, is.worth the living. Wifehood be-
comes a thing of beauty—Motherhood a joy forever, and home a type of
heaven. ;

I felicitate you upon this auspicious beginning of a great and philan-
thropic work. If wisdom prevails in our councils we are destined to see
thriving co-operative colonies planted in this country which, growing, as
success crowns earnest endeavor, will ripen at last into a national Co-
operative Commonwealth in which men shall be brothers and shall enjoy
emancipation and all the fruitions of independence.

DEBS' NEW PLAN.

While it is true that many persons who
did not approve the great strike of 1804
look with abhorrence on Eugene V. Debs
there are also several hundred thoueand
honest people and good citizens who be-
lieve him to be one of the very best and
most reliable friends labor has ev: r had

delivering their country from the evile
whirh infest it, are ready for some great
move to usher in the brighter day and
the grander age. Dels can lead them
If he is able to lead them into peaceful
pathe and by peaceful methods to a bet
ter condition, coming sges will bless him
as the greatest man of his generation
and one of the greatest in all time.

does not. we apph hend, mean the ex-
pulsion of those wh. continue to believe
in and to be devoted to individualism,
It doés not contemplate the violation of
the constitution nor the dieturbance of
vested righte.  If the machinery of gov-
ernment is seized 1t will be remodeled
doubtlees, but still conf rm to the con
stitution by being * republican in form."”
It will continue to be republican in fact.

This bold and startling plan could
nev: r be carried out except in a country
organized as this country is. Ruesia,
Germany, the British Empire and the
varinus states of the older and Eastern
continents wounld ¢rueh such a move-
ment out atonce. Their central govern-
ments arestrong and hostile to all move-
ments among the people. But under
the constitution of this country there is
no reason why the government wounld
not permit ruch a state government as
Debs and hig as:ociates propose. It is
not neceseary to run counter to the fed-
eral constitution in any one of ite pro-
vieione. The men who have the Debs
plan in hand understand that, and will
probably find that in their propaganda
work the study of the constitution
should be made a feature. We repeat
that we do not know whether this plan
can succeed, tut it beats striking for
higher wages. shorter hours and other
advantages all to pieces, and only good

17 is the first eall to duty and demands im- |

in this country. Hie judgment has been
attacked by his enemies, but even these
never uttered a word of ‘suepicion as to
his personal integrity. Few labor lead-
ers can claim such a reputation. For
this reason Mr. Debs is to day the most
inflaential labor leader in the United

States and his power is guch that thou-

sands of men would willingly co-operate
with him in any enterprise he

Moees lead the children of Israel out of
slavery. Was fhat the only age which
could produce & deliverer of his fallen
people? 5

And Mr. Debs has now formulated the
general features of a plan which is bold
and startling, but which if carried into

effect cannot, whether it succeeds or|

tqilp,dbothgrthn good. He proposes

can come out of it.—The Broada.r.

LABOR IN RUSSIA.

It Is Organizing In Unions, but the Wag
of the Labor Leader Is Hard.

The first bulletins from the census
taken on new principles in the Russian
empire last Febrnary show just what
| the political symptoms of the past few
‘yuara have prepared vs for—namely,
ithat the cities pnd industrial centers

bhave been growing in population at an |

! exceptional rate. Five years ago there

were 14 towns of over 100,000 souls;
now there are 2i. St. Petersburg now
bas a population of 1,250,000, an in-
crease of 25 per cent infive years. Mos-
' cow in a_similar period shows an in-
crease of 20 per cent and Lodz one of
nearly 40 per cent. This last place,
called the Manchester of Poland, has
passed Kharkov, Kiev aund Riga since
1802 and is now the fifth city in the
empire.

I said politics had foreshundowed this,
for the distinctive note of political agi-
tation in Russia during the past three
years has been its concentration in fac-
tory towns, Nihilism has disappeared.
In its place we have labor troubles. The
Russian government finds itself con-
frouted now by incessunt strikes, with
which it has only a very antiquated and
inefficient ipachinery to deal. Trades
unions have always been forbidden inx
Russia, ana workmen are slaves to all
sorts of stupid and oppressive regula-
tions, but there is nothing which exact-
ly solves the problem of making arti-
sans work when tb.y don't want, to.
{ Educated revoluticoists have lately been
! toiling as common mill hands to secure
| the confidence of the workers and have
been covertly preaching the strike as the
only social salvation of their class.

Sixty of these evangcls were impris-
oned in the government prison in Mos-
i cow the other day, and all are going to
| Siberia merely for nrging a general
: strike in the district. The Vetroff girl,
| whose suspicious death in the Petropav-
lof prison in St. Petersburg created
such a sensation in March, »as arrested
for this same offense of iuciting to
strike. All the same, strikes are spring-
ing up all over industriul Russia, and
as they appeal keenly to the Russian’s
feelings as to the dignity of -labor, as
well as to his passion for giving the
gréatest possible amount of trouble
short of actual danger to his own skin,
they are likely to expand into some-
thing like a great labor war, which
will mark a new era in Russian history.

Labor In Great Britain,

The report of the British labor de-
partment for the month ending March
15 states that conditions continue to
improve, the coal, iron and steel indus-
tries being more fully employed, and
the percentage of unemployed members
of trades unions in the most important
groups of trades showing a decided de-
cline. * The returns of 115 of the princi-
pal trades unions having an aggregate
membership of 500,000 show that a
fraction of less than 8 per ocent of their
members were unemployed during the
month ending on the date given. For
the corresponding month of 1896 the
x‘:;:mber of unemployed was almost dou-

e

i End of & Long Strike.

The strike of the American Flint
Glass Workers’ union, which was start-
ed four years ago, has been declared off.
The dispute wus over working the ‘‘nn-
limited turn,’”” and of the 7,500 men
connected with the American Flint
Glass Workers' union 1,000 struck.
The strike has cost the Glass Workers’
anion over $1,000,000. The strike bene-
fit was $6 a week and the death benefit
‘was $750. Not a few
died while waiting

want to be understood as e

fain for any plan whereby the

ful, conservative statesmanship

ern society is set aside, and experi
statesmanship substituted for it.
convinced that the so:ial system
Christendom accepts to-day, is the
which Lumanity has e eremployed, an
that it would be the worst of crimes to
deetroy it without furnishingsome prac-
tical model for a new and better one..
But the United States presents a plan
which is sufficiently elastic, and are suf-
ficiently extensive, and opportunities
eufficiently varied and sbundant, to
make it proper that one state should be
devoted to the development of your co-
operative system. I, for one, am fully
convinced that a state should be ee-
lected in which the obstacles to your
«florts will be but few and slight. For
instance, you ought not to concentrate
your efforts on T. nnegsee if there is-ans""
! other area, less populous, lees prejadiced

| and legs attached to the present system.

| Toe vote of Tennessee is 321,190. Its
population approaches 2,000,000. You
must, in order to gain control of Ten-
| neseee, increuse its population by nearly
£ 2,000,000 co-operators casting a vote of
| nearly 300,000. This assumes that a

" | portion of the present population is not

{opposed to the present co-o.erative
| commonwealth. It is plain to
[it will take you a generation to accom-
| plish your purpose.

The same objections apply, in a lees
degree, to Washington. The popula-
of that state is 450,000 and its vote 93,435,
To direct our colonies to a territory not
| vet admitted irto the Union, like Ari-
zong, New Mexico and Oklahoma, would
subject them to repressive congression-
al legielation from which in a state they
would be free. As for Wyoming with
population of 60,000 and a vote of 21,000,
it does not present a field for our opera-
tions as suitable as some others. Formy
part I am greatly prepossessed in favor of
Idaho. This state has an area of about
84,000equare miles, a population of about
90,000 and a vote of about 30,000. Tuis
vote is now increased by about 15,000 on
account of the extension of the right of
guffrage to women. This will be an ad-
vantage to your colonists because the
proportion of married men among you }
will be greater than that of the shiiting
population of the mining eamp. From
this it is evident that you will control
the state as econ as you have 50,000 men
and women there. Already the Ci-oper-
ative Commonw: alth numbers 3000 men
and this means 6000 votes. But I make
no doubt that 100,000 men, to say not
ing of their wives, are ready fo-go to #88
ho with your colonies if you choose
that location.

But you ask, what manner of place i
Idabo? I reply, that in my journeyings:
throughout my beloved country I have
fourd its superior nowhere, in what:
goes to prodnce a great commonw
Its name i-ignifies “The Gem of the
Mountains.” It bas valleys of great
breadth and fertility, mountains coyered
with extensive forests, lakes of enchant-
ing beauty, navigable rivers, swift
streams, unlimited water power, inex-
haustible min¢ral resources, It hasll,-
000,000 acres arable land, 19,000,000 acres
of land which can be reclaimed by irri-
gation and plenty of water available for
the purpose. You have, perhaps, no ye
great acquaintance with Idaho, /This, i
my opinion, should induce y7u to select
a committee to visit the utﬁé incognito
to examine and report on its regources. |
You will find that it is_capable of sup-
porting a population of 10,000,000 peo~ '
ple. These can engage in manufacture,
farming, grazing, fruit culture, mining,
wool growing, and all the pursuits fol-
lowed by the people of Pennsylvania or
in New England, The climate is not o
warm as that of Tennessee, but in my
jodgment that is an advantage. Itis
much warmer than in any northern
state east of the Rockies and north of
the Ohio river. It is dry and healthful.
Gentlemen, I shall not enter into a fur-
ther description of Idaho, but beg you
to make & further inyvestigation. Re-
member that in states whose opportu-
nities} are famous those opportul
have been 'occupied. If you can
state which is but little known, y¢
find its opportunities. Idabo is
state. Gentlemen, I will say no n
My ren-arks produced a pro

I
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that g
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R'S GOLDEN AGE.

8 LATTER DAY REFOPMERS
IAY LEARN BY STUDYING IT.

Bight Hour Workday In. the Four-
ith and Fifteenth Ceonturies—Why

e Statute of Laborers Was Futile For
Hundred and Fifty Years.

iMpabiat Couiapana |
' “I have stated inare than once,”’ says
Professor Thorold Rogers in his great
Wwork, “‘Six '‘Centuries of Work. and

Wa'.u." “‘that the fifteenth century

{ and the first quarter of the sixteenth

were the golden age of the English la-
borer, if we are to interpret the wages
whioh he eartied by the cost of the nec-
essaries of life. Atno time were wages,
relatively speaking, high and at no
time was food o cheap, Attempts were
constantly made to reduce these wages
by sots of parliament, the legislature
frequently insisting that the statute of
laborers should be kept. But these ef-
forts were futile, the rate keeps stead-
ily bigh, and finally becomes custom-
I% andwas recognized by parliament.’’
e history of this period is mighty
instructive and contains lessons which
‘might be studied with a great deal of
. profit by workingmen of the present
day. The working day was one of eight
hours. Rogers says emphatically, ‘' The
artisan who is demanding at this time
an eight.hour day in the building trades
l! simply ‘striving to recover what his
ancestor workod by four or five cen-
turies ago.”” This ¢ight hour day was
not a matter of law; it was an economio
w.fact which was stronger than law. The
law tried to establish a working' day
much longer than that, and Karl Marx
makes mention of the fact that while
the object of modern legislation is to
compulgorily shorten the working day
the statutes of these early times strove
to lengthen it by compulsion.
Beginning with the statute of labor-
ers in 1848, the English parliament for
a continuous period of 160 years follow-
ing that date vainly strove to regulate
the wages and hours of labor of work-
. dngmen in the interests of employers.
" The statute of laborers very minutely
regulated the prices of the different
kinds of labor and decreed imprison-
ment for those who refused to work for
the prices established by law. Laborers
who quit their employment before the
time set in their agreements were liable
to the penalty of imprisonment in the
stocks. Employers who paid more than
lawful wages were liable to treble dam-
ages. Any excess of wages taken or
paid was to be seized for the use of the
king. *. This
strengthened by supplemental acts cal-
culated to make it harder of evasion,
and the penalties for its infraction in-
creased in severity in direct ratio with
the difficulty of enforcing the law.
In 1860 it was enacted that workers
who - absented themselves from their
grk or quit their place of abode should
mprisoned for 15 days and branded
the forebead with an iron in the
form of a letter F. In cases where the
aborers fled into the towns the magis-
fxates were divected to deliver them up,
ind if they failed to do #is they were
bject to a penalty of £15, £10 of
hich went to the king and £5 to the
Bister by whom the fugitive was
@abmed. In 1868, so as to facilitate the
WEPtare of laborers who had .disobeyed
the law forbidding them to migrate
from place to place, the dress of labor-
ers, both as to cut and quality of cloth,
was  strictly regulated and dire penal-
ties were provided for breaking the
law. Justices of the peace everywhere
were charged with the enforcement of
the law. They were given discretiohary
power to fix the price of labor by proc-
lamation, and very seyere penalties were
ptvvided for the punishment of both
and workmen who exceeded the
ablizhed rates.” Notwithstanding all
this lawmaking, instigated by employ-
ers of labor aud solely in their inter-
ests, and all calculuted to keep wages
down, the general tendency of wages
all through the latter half of the four-
teenth century and the whole of the fif-
¢ teenth was continually upward, .and
this was in spite of the fact that prices
were in the main constantly decreasing.
Bocially and politicallp-there is noth-
ing in the condition of the laborer of
that period to account for this important
economic movement in his favor. He
‘had no political power whatever. The
idea that he should have a voice in the
i g:mmenc of his country wounld have
treated as the fantastio raving of a
Junatio. Bo far as social standing was
concerned, he was exactly on a par with’
the beasts of the field. His master
Jooked upon him as a veritable chattel,
ihe same: asbe considered his horses and
How, then, can the economic ad-
tages of the laborer be explained?
The explanation may be found in the
pudal system of land tenure, under
ch there was ng such thing as abso-
ownership of land, and the exist-

statute was frequently”

econbmic position until this funda-
mental fact was changed.

When they were violently robbed of
their feudal rights and deprived of their
use of the common lands by the in-
closures which began with the reign of
Heory VII, and when they had further
to suffer the confiscation of the lands
and revenues of their guilds under
Henry VIII and Edward VI they were
placed at the mercy of their employers,
and wages came tumbling down with a
srash, Says Rogers, “Henry and his son
tad at last, though unwittingly, given
tffect to the statute of laborers.”

I wonder that workingmen do not
stop long enongh in their career of in-
terminable legislative tinkering to gain
some knowledge of those fundamental
economic facts against the operation of
which mere statute law is powerless.

W. P. BORLAND.

Bay City, Mich.

THE WORKERS’ SHARE.

Some Figures Which Tell Why the Cloth~
ing Workers Went on Strike.

Ope of the men prominent in the
strike in New York, discussing the con-
ditions of the garment workers, said:

‘“The pressers succumb first, Their
working life lasts oun an average only
16 years, and they are the strongest
men,

no one but an east sider could breathe
for half an hour without becoming
faint. First rheumatism sets in, then a
geperal running down of the system
follows, and finally consumption saps
the man's life away. Operators and
men at other branches have not such
exacting toil.”"

He further said that as matters are at
present, unless wagom and conditions
improve, the only hope of the tailors
was the introduction of machinery. It
has already been‘introduced in a num-
ber of large factories. ,

The manufacturers supply the mate-
rial ready cut to the contractors, who
then get the tailors to work as cheaply
as possible. No one has ever been able
to find out how much profit the con-
tractor has, and bow much the manu-

clothing, the profits must be enormous.

suit of clothes.

It will be seen that at least six work-
ers receive collectively 95 cents for mak-
ing a suit of clothes. The same number
divide 50 cents for making an overcoat.

Cost to contractor of making a suit of
clothes retailing at from §15 to §18
and of overcoat retailing at from 15
to $20:

Making

of Over-
trousers. coat.

Making Making
of of

vest.
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£
2
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£l

Operator. 15

Baster. BUR
L8
£

ceat
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«.e 10
.. 08
O

Ui

06

2 : 5

U4

Tobalsicsassess B
These are the outside prices. Some of
the tailors say the prices occasionally
go down to 60 cents for a suit of
clothes. The contractors allege that
they have littld or no profit and that
the manufacturers reap it all. Tho man-
ufacturers say that competition isso
keen that they make glmgest nothing.

boles, ete.)..

Working For the Label.

The Foresters of America at the re-
cent state convention beld in Newburg,
N. Y., adopted the following resolution:

Resolved, That it shall .‘be obligatory upon
the grand exceutive council to hereafter have
all printing done by recognized union labor,
and that the representatives of this grand
court to the supreme court convention, to be
held in Denver, be instructed to bring the mat-
ter before the supreme convention, witha view
to having said law inserted in our general
laws.

The matter was brought to the atten-
tion of the Foresters and worked for
most epergetically by members of the
Cigar makers’ union, some of whom are
Foresters. According to the resolution,
all printing done in the state for any
lodge of Foresters will be done ‘ina
unijon office. With other organizations

each other, union labels of every de-
scription would soon be largely in de-
mand. There is scarcely any doubt that
the resolution to be introduced in the
Denver convention will pass, and that
will make it a national movement.

Labor In the Hawallan Islands.

Labor' Commissioner Fitzgerald = of
California, who recently went to the
Hawaiian Islands to investigate labor
conditions there, is reported as. saying
that he thinks there is a chance for
white labor on the islands.

While Mr. Fitzgerald was in Honolu-

tion of white labor for Asiatics on the
sugar plantations. He declared this was
the only way to save the islands, The
* planters agreed with him and declared
that they were willing to pay extra
wages for American labor.

d Rapids P
| Grand Rapids printers have adopt-

the percentage system of ocollect-
ing dues. A scale for proofreaders was
adopted, wmoh provides that eight
hours shall be

and the Iaborer easily rialirtaided hms |

They handle heavy irons all the |
time, however, in an atmospbere which |

facturer gets before the suit of clothes |
is in the hands of the retailers. To |
judge frgm the ot of making the |

The following table, compiled from fig- |
ures furnished by som@of the strike |

leaders, shows the grices paid to the | W
tailors by the contractors for making a |

04 |

e

manifesting a similar desire to belp |

lu he outlined a plan for the substitu-.

THE UNEMPLOYED.

Justructive Reading For Those Who Say,
“Oualy the Profligate Are IdleS
The American Statistical association
publighes the records of the charity or-
ganization societies of New York, Bal-
timore and six sialler cities regpecting
the cause of need among the families
whose condition was investigated last
year. As charity organization societies
are nct commonly suspected of senti-
mentalism, and as the various returns
are in substantial agreement, the body
of evidence presented may be regarded
as authoritative. In a condensed form
the results reached were as follows:
New ¢+ Balti- Smalier
York. ‘more. cities.
Per ' Per Per
cent. ccr;\t. cent.

]
17

20

o

+ack of employment
Bickness..
Inwmpcnmm ur nhlltlma

18

13
2

What is notable about this table is
that irf all these cities the want of em-
ployment was believed, to be.the cause
of distress in as many cases as sickness,
intemperance and shiftlessness com-
bined. This, too, it must be remem-
bered, was among the familiés which
applied to public charities for aid.
Among those which bave been aided by
the trades unions and by their own rel-
| atives the proportion of those whose
need was due to the want of regular
work was doubtless much larger. One
labor union in this city paid ‘‘out of
work benefit” to over 1,000 families
during the greater part of the recent
winter,

It is true that in many of the cases
where want of employment has been the
chief cause of need intemperance or
shiftlessness has been & contributing
cause to the want of employment. When
work is slack in any business, it is as a
rule the less efficient employees who
are laid off. These are likely to be the
intemperate and the shiftless. But dur-
ing the lust three years, in which entire
factories have been shut down for weeks
and months at a time, the unemployed
have not been confined to the inefficient
classes. The last report of the Pennsyl-
vania bureau of labor statistics brings
| out strikingly the situation in that
state. The returns giving the number of
employees and the aggregate wages in
412 establishments since 1882 are pre-
sented in tabular form:

149,000 182,000 116,000
$72,505,000 $60,620,000 $48,208,000

In other words, though the average
wages of the hands while employed had
fallen but 18 per cent since 1892, the
average number of men who were g-t-
ting any wages at all bad fallen 24 per
cent. These establishments were doubt-
less in industries which have suffered
exceptionally during the present depres-
sion, but no one who looks into indus-
trial conditipnd can question that the
wage earners in the cities have been
suffering as ikeenly from the want of
employment as farmers have been suf-
| fering from the ruinous fall in priges.
| While, then, it should not be disguised
| that intemperance and shiftlessness are

Employees....

| perhaps the most fruitful sources of in-
dividual distress, it must also be recog-
| mized that the industrial system isso
| far out of joint that thousands of men
| able and willing to work are living in
enforced idleness.—Outlook For June.

Organized Labor Favors Cuba.,

The Central Labor union of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, at a recent meeting,
adopted the following preamble and
resolution:

‘““Whereas, the people of Cuba are
now engaged in a struggle for libera-
tion from the oppressivoe control of
Spain, therefore

‘‘Resolved, That the Central Labor
union of the District of Columbia fa-
vors the intervention of the United
States government, to the end that the
brutal warfare now being waged by
Spain shall cease and that Cnbnn in-
dependence may be assured.”

The passage of the resolution was
preceded by a long and interesting dis-
cussion, in which many of the most
prominent delegates took 'part. All,
however, spoke in favor of the Cubans,
and at the conclusion of the remarks
the preamble and resolution were adopt-
ed by the unanimous vote of the repre-
sentatives of the 21 organizations pres-
ent.

Will They Do It?

The following resolutions have been
sdopted by a unanimous vote of the
Lynn (Mass, ) Central Labor union:

Whereas, The recent decisions of Associate
Justice Fabens on the Perkins and Doyle cases
have caused much comment and adverse crit-
jeism of the ‘‘would be law giver;' be ip

Resolved, That we, the Central Labor union

ness of theso decisions, but that we, like many
of the people, realize that Justice
Fabens was probably no more to blame than
the rest of the circle of mplmht;meleuwho
prearranged the whole proceedings during the
absence of & Berry and secured a decision
calculated to injure the canse ofﬁmnﬂm
Resolved, That we call upon the
le-ul.nnol wtcesllvmtounhelﬂha

box for the express purpose of conquering the
wwerotgovm“ untnmhdngbaththalﬂ

all industries in the hands of the in-
stead of in the hands of office seekers mon-
ayed capitalists.

Women‘- Xabor Unions.
Chicngo women engaged in'the vari-
ous trades and industries are to be or-

a strong central council similar to the

"| building truues council. The Chicago
ﬂrgwnl

Federation of Labor gave its \
to the new movement at its mmthg
mnﬂyndm-aom:pped “the
American B‘ednyteaothbor tln

| S

‘for that of organized labor.

of Lynn, recognizo the absurdity and unfair-

ganized into labor nnions and will have.

and nve unions, though woak, are now
in runping order. These unions-are:
Garment makers, shirt makers, bindery
girls, shoe operators, tick makers.

A central body for these unions ex-
ists, in a feeble way, under the name of
the Dorcas Federal Labor union. All
these bodies are to be built up and
strepgthened by the woman organizer,
who is to be backed by the American
Federation of Labor and the Chicago
Federation of Labor,

After these have been developed into
strong organizations, a- score of other
trades are to be taken up, and milliners,
telephone operators, clerks, stenog-
raphers and other branches where femi-
nine labor is employed are to be organ-
ized into separate unions, each having
its delegate to the central council and,
perhaps, to the Chicago Federation of
Labor.

THE “LABOR TRUST.”

Some Things Senator Edmunds Doesn't
Enow About the Trades Unions.

Ex-Senator Edmunds, commonly call-
ed “‘venerable’’ because he grew old in
the enjoyment of well paid publioc of-
fices, has- tanght his purty a lesson in
frankness by openly defending the
trusts and monopolies which have been
bred of a quarter of a century of Re-
publican rule. The only form of trust
which stirs his honest resentment is
what he calls the ‘‘Labor trust,’ or,
as it is perhaps more widely known,
the labor union. At the speotacle of
men and women banding together for
mutual co-operation against the exac-
tions of employers, for united benev-
olent purposes, or to the end that the
standard of their trade may be elevated,
the gorge of the ex-senator rises. ‘‘They
may talk about our honest men with
wives and families to support who are
willing to work for $1 and §2 a day,
but they can’t get it,"” says Edmunds.
““Why? Because their union, or their
trust, won't allow them. The standard
is set for them, and if they don't wait
and starve their families until they can
reach that standard they can’t get work
anywhere.”’

Mr. Edmunds being a sage, a man
trusted by the richest corporations with
the conduct of their legal business, no-
body present ventured to ask him bow
the standard of wages would be fixed if
the workingmen did not themselves fix
it and sturdily stand by it. If he will
go over to the east side of New York,
look into Walballa hall, or make a trip
through the teeming tenements, he
will gain some idea of the standard of
wages and the standard of living which
bas resulted from free competition in
labor. He will find tailors, to the num-
bers of tens of thousands, re-enforcing
their labor unions and saying to each
other, **We will starve if need be, we
and our wives and our babies, but we
will not return again to the practice of
bidding against each other for work at
starvation wages.”’

If he will look into the conditions
which have caused the tailors’ strike,
he will flud them bred of exaoctly the
procedure which he would substitute
Ono fam-
ily, either out of the union or indiffer-
ent to its rules, agrees to work fora
certain contractor for less than the
union rates. Presently that contractor
underbids his fellows. They investi-
gate, discover the cause, and meet the
unfair competition by cutting down the
pay of their workers, The process is re-
peated until the wages become barely
sufficient to support the workers, nor
does it always stop there, for there are
not infrequently some who will work for
less than a living wage, supplementing
it by vicious or dishonest practices. In
every badly organized trade this proc-
ess goes on. The miners and iron
workers of Pennsylvania, the dock la-
borers of our great seaports, continually
suffer from its effects and check it only
as they renew the bonds of their organ-
izations, which chafe Mr. Edmunds
but 'bring to them ut least a decent live-
lihood. On the other hand, the best or-
ganized trades are the best paid and
contribute by the prosperity of theix
members to the general prosperity of
the community.

Between the labor union and the
trust there is precisely the difference
that exists between a republic and an
absolute despotism, such as that of the
shah. of Persia, Law exists in each,
doubtless, and individuals are subject
to its limitations, but the laws of the
one are made for the good of all who
are under its authority, the laws of the
other for the prime benefit and profit of
a profligate tyrant and those who help
to collect hie booty and share in it.—
New York Journal.

Clearing House For Immigrants.

The treasury department has under
consideration a scheme which if adopt-
ed will result in placing the control of
immigration in the hands of private

e8,

In brief, the scheme contemplates the
i| leasing of a portion of Ellis island to
one of several companies which shall
erect a clearing house there. This clear-
ing house is to be used to distribute im-
migrants all over the United States.
The immigrants are first to be inspected

| i nocordance with the law, and then,

if they so desire, they are to be sent to
the clearing honse, ere is fear that
their desires will cut ®ttle figure o far
a8 the immigration inspectors’ are con-
cerned and that all will go to the
olearing house.  Thus something like a

.mmmpolrin immimﬂgn is likelyto

!ﬂle plan recommended by the inves- | wiiis
committee.
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Been Sick 2 Get well by

HOT SUMMER MONTHS E
RAILROAD MAN NE

TONIC THAT DoEs NOTo
EXHILARATE.

NONE SO SAFE,
NONE SO NERVING

AS

Pabst | V' Extract

(Thc “Best”” Tonic,)

~

Pabst Malt Extract, The “";:5’ ‘T onic,

Our Brand is on all

NEW YORK CITY.

“THE UNION FOREVER!”

... THE UNION MADE OVERALLS ARE MADE BY...

SWEET, ORR & Co,

The Largest Overall Manufacturers In the World

GUARANTEED NEVER TO RIP/!

if vou don’'t wear overalis, you

MUST WEAR PANTS.

You should wear 8hirts, and you should wear S8ack Coats
They are all the Best that can be made

INSIST upon our goods.

keep them, then write to

SWEET, ORR & CO.

CHICACO, ILL.

NEWBURCH, N. Y.

We havedone more to make),
maimed and crippled human-
ity Useful and Happy than‘
any house in the world.

Our Rubber Hands and
Feet, our Arms and Legs,
have always taken the lead.

Write, stating Amputation
and in return you will receive
onr New Treatise, (\pemal
Edition 1807) containing 544
pager, with 800 illustrations,
aleo Measuring sheet.

One half the limbs that we
make are made from meas-
urements without seving the
wearer.

Did you ever hear of the
sponge Rubber Foot with a
spring mattress? It is the
latest, (patented 1895.)

1807 Minus 1853 €quals 44 Years

OUR BUSINESS RECORD!

A. A. MARKS;, 701 Broadway, New York.

“SALUTE THE FLAG.”

Dedicated to the A. R. U. Convention.
BY MURPHY O'HEA.

on our Way;

Salute the flag ‘ot C hristly mein and ever holy
love,

The emblem of lhc free and blessed by God
Himself above

Fromout the dlrkncsl and the mire of centur-
fes of blood

It waves above a New People to stand where
Christ has stood.

The palacc of humanity, for honor and for

Thé fn of debauched usury and plutocratic

might,

To buuuf} KRL lives of men and women pure
and

The b:nggtcxlon of our God with brotherhood’s
fair han

Behold lhe .|f the heaven-sent flag, let fall by
angel hands

To crown, in joy the new city 'mid exultant,
jo; auxbl nds

Of God’s redecmed from servile yoke henceforth
as one and free,

The disinherited restored by industrial liberty.

Then xnﬁr\l the fiag! the flag of right and hu-
man

Till n uulwml brotherhood rules full from sea

Behold ﬂn field of purest white fringed with the
* sheen of gold,

With' the cross of Christ, red w(th His blood,
one shepherd and one fol

Whilst round the rod blazing full, a star of
heavenly blue,

In God we bope and manhood trust to defend
this standard true.

'x'hen'kgn the ﬂu—thc people's flag—the emblem

e free

To lead the hosts to glory on-—no more wage
slayery;

But rights sf man—the Holy plan of our loved
Nazarene .

Who gave his life up for the Truth the noblest
ever seen,

No malefactors bloody rod but the cross of lib-

Il.mm;lnxeen the darkest spot of human fy-
ranny

Forﬁanwrluon fall down to now its bioody band

Fall mmn'n our liberty with crael xhocﬂu

%nuz een agalnst right by !

Salute the flag! the holy flag we bail with joy |
to-day, |
The \lrgistn flag of the Commonwealth to lead us |

HEALTH oF MEN

Easily, Quickly, Permanently Restored

Weakness, Nervousness, Debility,
and sll the train of evils

from early errors or luter
excesses ; th

eto,  Full strengt!
\ zvelomunl A::d h

ERIE MEDIGAL 00, S840 N.’t.v; |

Important to Rallroad Men

SHAKE INTO YOUR ' SHOES

Allen’s l-‘m!nn.n powder for the u«. tcnm
painful, llen, g feet
; thesting out of corns md bunions. l(’lmm
" comfort dtowvury o! the Allen's Foot-Ease -
maukes &- feel easy. Itis
a eerulncunlor lwuxtng callous and p
aching feet, Try b-dc. Bold by all

FaL -] g ey ot 5 e

if your local dealer don’t
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