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FEDERAL JUDGES.
ansfmu URY,

T JURY.

An Fshibition of Judicial Cussedness Har.
nessed to Military Cussedness,
Haus Now Come to Pass,

That the federal judges are a corrupt
body of men ie genersily believed, and
the fact that there are a few honest men
gmong them, in no wiee invalidates
the proposition. Trained for years ae
worporstion attorneys they have no con-
wideration for the rights of individoals
41 their rights are in any wise in conflict
with the claime set up by a corporation.

“We have taken the trouble,” says the
Tovnticth Century “to look into the re-
word of the gixty-seven judges compris-
fog the federal jodiciary of the United
Btates district conrte. These men, as all
know, are appointed for life, during/
good behavior, and draw $5,000 a year
salary. They may retire upon a pension
at the age of eeventy. The following
table shows that nearly every ome of
these judges acted ss the paid attorney
of & great corporation before going on
the bench. We give the number of
such attorneys which each railroad and |
truet has contributed to the federal judi. |
Clary
Penosylvania Rallrond Compsny
New York Central (the Vanderbilt sys

tem
Paltimore & Ohlo Rallroad Co
Blandard Ol Oo. (ncluding its subeo
porations
A telison, Topeka & Santa Fe R. I
Boston & Albany Railrosd
E Buritngton, Cedar Rapids &
i Hafiroad ) L]
B Sonthern Pacific Co. ( Pacific R s & judges
Philndeiphia & Reading Rai 2 judges
wannal, Florides & Western B R 1

b Wabasi Rillroad 2 judges.

paericin Sugar Refining Co I judge, |

L Thi« list accounts for 53 members of |

fhe federal judiciary. It wust be borne |

mind that the list above does not

plant twice, judges who have acted for

0 railroads. The last appointment to

b federal bench was made by President

C Wleveland last week. ‘He made a rail-

b Poad attorney judge of the federal court
L in Rhode Island.

kIt will be seen that the Standard Oil

Wompany is very well represented on

be federal bench. When it is remem- |

ed, moreover, that the strike to|
th Governor Altgeld referred was a
pad strike, and that it was controlled

B¥ injunctions issued by a bench of rail-

pad lawyere, the despotism exercised ie

ling. The cabinet of President

and at the time of the Chicago

@ contained the chief counsel of the

paton & Maine Railroad. The sending

the troops in defiance of the Constitn-

ion and of Governor Altgeld, is easily
xplained.

The members of the federal judiciary

mtioned by Governor Altgeld as par-

y despotic in government by in-

n include Judge James G. Jen-

, of Wisconsin, Judge Erskine M.

of Californis, Judge Peter 8. Gross-

pup, of Illipois, and ome or two others.

} st be more than a coincidence that

wery one of them was a railroad attor-
belore going on the bench, and a
plaried attorney at that, Sarely, it is
ot asking too much that Congress make
ghorough investigation of the federal
i< . If the allegations against that
gnch are true, radical reform is imper-
If they are falge, slandered men
be vindieated. No honest man will
investigation.”

.S SUMNER AS AN “ANARCHIST.” |
me say that I hold judges, and es-
ly the Sapreme court of the coun-
| moch respect, but 1 am too famil-

the history of judicial proceed-
regard them with any supersti-
reverence. Judges are but men,
all ages have shown a fair share
Alas! alas! the worst crimes
jory have been perpetrated under
msnction. The blood of martyrs
\patriots, crying from the ground,

s them to judgment.

& judicial tribunal which con-

§ Socrates to drink the fatal hem-

which pushed the Saviour!
over the pavements of Jernsa-
ing beneath His croes. It was

.

% judges. |

6 jndpes

7 jndges. |
or

16

2 judges

1 judge
Northeru

judges

Judge

Sndge

ty.

;‘ trinl world that
| they were ready 10 pay gold 10 thedr creditors,

surrounded by all forms of law, which
ssnctioned every despotic caprice of
Henry VIIL, from the unjust divorce of |
his queen, to the bebeading of Sir Thom-
a8 Moore; which lighted the fires of per-
secution that glowed at Oxford and
Smithfield, over the cinders of Latimer,
Ridley and John Rodgers; which, after
elaborate argument, upheld the fatal
tyranny of ship money against the patri- |
otic resistance of Hampden; which, in|
defisnce of justice and humanity, sent |
Sydney and Russell to the block; which |
persistently enforced the laws of con-|
formity that our Puritan fathers persis- |
tently refused to obey, and which after- |
ward, with Jeffreys on the bench, crim- |
soned the pages of English history with }
massacre snd murder, even with the|
blood of innocent women. |

Aye, gir, and it was a judicial tribunal |
in our country, surrounded by all the|
forms of law, which hung witches at|
Salem, which affirmed the constitution. |
ality of the stamp act, while it admon- |
ished “jurors and the people” to obey;
and which now, in our day, bas lent its |
sanction to the unutterable atrocity of |
the fogitive slave law.— From a speech in |
the United States Semate on Dred Scott Deci- |

HOT

A DEBAUCHED JUDICIARY.
A Washington, D. C, dispatch of
December 10th, makes some startling

| disclosures relating to the debauched |

condition of the Federal judiciary. We

| reproduce the dispatch rerbatim that the

readers of the Rariway Tives may be
advised that what it has eaid, regarding

! the rottennpess of the Federal judiciary,

is fully sustained by testimony before a |
United States Senate committee. The
dispateh in question is as follows

D, ¢ Deceraber 14.--Since the
hearing last Thursday before the interstate-com
merce committee of the Senate, at which Distriot

WaASHINGTON

| Attorney Macfariane appeanred, there has been

mnch talk and eongressmen
upon some of the disclosures he made. He made
the statement that out of eight Federal judges in
the eireuit, only onc was eligible to sit on the |
cases e had instituted against the Joint Trafle
\ssociation, the other seven being more or less
intervsted in the various railrosds involved in
the controversy.” It is the' belief that this re
markable state of affairs will lead to the intro
duction in Congress of & bill o prevent Foderal
judges from owning any stock In corporations

While the SBenate wus more or less shocked by |
the knowledge that some of its members had |
been speculsting in stocks, which were [zfluenced
by pending legislation, their offenses are ro
garded here as very mild, as compared with Fed
eral judges. The fact that & judge holds his |
office for life is thonght ought to be suffocient to |
bar him from carrying on & speculative industry |
on the outside. 1t Js a fact, though, that the !
practice of Federal judges ow ning stock in cor !
porations bas affected the highest judiclary in
the land. t

In the hoaring of the Chicago lake front case, |
in whiv: the Ilinols Central railrond wes inter- |
ested to the extent of & million dollary, the late |
Justice Biatchford was compelled to excuse him- |
self from sitting 1o the case because he wes u |
holder of IMinols Central stock. 1f the case on
hearing had sffected a number of raflroads, jost
as it 8o happened in the case of the Joint Traffic
Association proceeding in New York, the same
embarrassing sitoation might have bpen pre-
sented with respect to the United States Supreme |
Court, had its viembers all felt as free as the one
justice had to make Investments in raflroad
securitios,

In the foregoing it is seen that Federal
jndges, reaching up to the Supreme
Court, constitute & gang of corporation
lawyers, with rare exceptions, who are
as unfit for the positions they hold, as
chestnut burrs are for eye stones.

1. R. SOVEREIGN.

The General Master Workman of the
great order of Knights of Labor, who did
splendid work during the last campaign
to overcome the machinations of the
money power, and whose courage and
intellectual gifts keep him in the van
of the labor movement, has written an
open letter to William, McKinley—pres-
ident-elect of the United States, in whieh
he reminds the major of the flambeaun
promises which were made by him and
bis lieutenante—that as soon as it was
known that he had secured the presi-
dentie]l prize, confidence would be re-
stored and the good ‘times promised,
would come. He says to the Major:

“You were elected, and the victory was an-

d with bl fireworks and tin
horms. The Republi press d the
country on the fact that legislation was not

ded to bring prosperity to lebor, that we al-
ready live under & single gold standard, and «ll

AMONE senAtors

neoded, 1o make ey ital
vt b s ""h‘ gin‘ of the co-operative commonwealth

snnouneced that you bhad pressed an electrie buat-
ton which turned on the power to the machinery
of & fuctory, and which was the signal to the in-

eperity had ily come,
and there was great rejoleing.  The banks said

snd Mr. Hanne gave o banguet in New Yark City,
whers ho was made the reciplent of great honer,
d at which he prociaimed 0 the world the

| and the succees of his supporters.

| bondage.

| Sedom.

PRESENT CONDITIONS AND FUTURE DUTIES.

To Members of the American Railway Union and Other Toilers:

presidential election, I have received & large number of letters
makin, t inquiries as to future eflorts to emanci wageworkers from
their l.gnl‘m. all couched in language which, properly terpreted, is the sub-
stance of the + * What shall we do to be saved ?

As there is not time st my commatid to anewer these numercus letters, I take
this method of replying to my friends who have asked for my views nfon present
conditions and the on! for the future. During the late campaign | supported
Mr. William J. Bryan and the platform upon which he stood, not because 1 re-
garded the free coinage of silver as a panaces for our national ills, for I neither
affirmed nor advocated such a principle, but because I believed that the trinmph
of Mr. Bryan and free silver would blunt the fange of the money rowar; that it
would extract the teeth of syndieate sharks; that it would baoish from the high-
ways of human endeavor, on the sea and on ‘the land, many a black flag under
which more piracies have been ated during the last twenty-five years than
the sum total of all the robberies by buccaneers on the high seas since the first
corsair keel cleaved a wave. The free silver issue gave us, not only & rallying cry,
but afforded common ground upon which the common pe:rle could unite against
the trusts, syndicates, corporations, monoplies—in a word, the money power—
under whose sway the country has been well-nigh ruined, labor reduc to famine
and personsl liberty banished—and once united, could press forward in a solid

halanx in the crusade against social and industrial slavery, nor hait the advanc-
ing columns until the whole capitalistic system is abolished and the co-operative
commonwealth has brcome an established fact. Thafin this conclusion I was

THE TRUST INFANY.

The Chicago Tribune, ene of the most
blatant of the plutocratic organs support-
ing Mark Hanna and McKinley during
the late campaign of bullion and boodle,
now, after the trusts have won a victory,
comes ont red-hot against trusts and
declares they “ must be crushed,” which
"is equivalent to saying McKinley, Mark
Hanns, their administration and the
Republican party “must be crushed.”
The Tribune pitches into the nail trust
lustily, and with equal candor lam-
poons Grover Cleveland whose “unenvi.
able record,” it says, “must not be
imitated by the new Republican admin-
istration.” This is simply shameless
hypocrisy. Cleveland was not elected
by boodle subseribed by trusts and the
friends of trusts, and in so far as he has
favored trusts and their piratical
schemes, he has sought and obtained
the sympathy of the Rebublican party.

correct, it is only required to point to the consternation everywhere mavifested |
in the ranks of the shylocks and robbers which ensbled Mark Hanna to collect |
from them a fund of more than $16,000,000.00 to prevent the election of Bryan
In this election, as in no other, the oppressore
and plunderers of the people were united. This, in itself, cansed a mighty mus- |
tering of the intelligent and progressive industrial forces of the country.

safe to assume that eghty per cent. of the organized wageworkers supported Bryan |

and free silver. !
if not wholly, to the fact that unorganized workers overwhelmmﬁ ) ;

those who were organized and who had been educated and drilled in the tactics
of the enemy and could not be ccerced, intimidated or stampeded from votin
their own coovictions. But the elgction is over, and after mature deliberation
am persuaded that it may be regarded as both a defeat and a victory. This
affirmation may appear paradoxical, but it is true, nevertheless, The reeult of
the November election has convinced every intelligent wageworker that in poli-
tics, per se, there is no hope of emancipation from the degrading curse of wage-
slavery. In the late election they may read their doom as vividly outlined as if

written in fire across the blue dome of the skies above them. The storm cloud |

of the campaign disappeared, bearing upon its frowning breast no bow of promise
of better things. Cowering before the deepotism of the money 1
tions, prisons and standing armies, they were driven to the polls to vote fora
system of wage piracy that they might held their jobs, while sitting on the
ragged edge of starvation, fearful that at any moment their famine wages might
be withheld and they and their wives and children forced into an abyss of dearmr
or death. [t is, therefore. not surprising that they ehould ask: ** What shall we
do to be saved 2"

And it'is just here that the defeat which more than six millions of men |

sought to avert, rises like “truth crushed to earth”, and proclaims that what is
called a defeat is like Nebuchadnezzar's fiery furnace, made to stand by the
genius of Justice, & flaming eymbol of victory, becanse all over the broad land it

served to arouse the mind torces of millions of men to hew out new departures to{

the goal of emancipation.
been beaten to the earth by boodle wrung from uarequited toil, and as a Weapon :
can not be relied upon to execute the will of the people while they are 1n industrial |
An industrial slave cannot be expected to cast an independent ballot. f

One John D. Rockefeller with his $200,000,000; one Cornelius Vanderbilt with
hig $150,000,000; one Andrew Carnegie with his $100,000,000 ; one C. P. Hunting-
ton with his $75,000,000 ; one J. Pierpont Morgan with his $60,000,000 ; one ( Teorge
M. Paliman with his $50,000,000, nnrrone Mark lanna with his $40,000,000, alone
or in alliance, can debauch the nation.

Nine per cent. of our population, having obtained possession of seventy-one
per cent., or $50,000,000,000 of the nation’s wealth, can and do poison every
stream of knowledge, of truth, of justice, of love, of mercy, and make it run ban
full of every vile contamination that human greed can devise and inflict upon the
suffering people. X

It has passed into a proverb that tbe school of experience is a dear one, and it
is as true as the aphorism that the wageworkers of America have had an abund
ance of tuition in this school. They have worked and toiled down the declivities
of poverty until they have reached the bottom, to find.hute, rags, crusts, darkness

r. The palaces of those who hayw driven them down hill are on the
highlands, ablaze with light. There is music and dancing, purple robes and fine
linen; there is luxury beyond compare, and the rabber barons, filled to the throat
with wine, have their auction blocks where their daughters are offered in the
market for titles, creating ecenes as offensive and shocking as were the vices of’

Is there a way out of this labyrinth, this tortuoue, blinding and coniuain?
maze ¥ I believe there is. All that is required is a will on the part of wage-
workers to find a place where they may extricate themselves from bondage and
bask in the sunshine of prosperity. There are even now in the wilderness
thousands of John the Baptists crying, “We will hew out a way for the op-
pressed toilers o1 the world, a highway of deliverance to new regions beyond the
reach of Moloch maws and boodle beasts of prey.”

These leaders of the socialistic srmy have thrown wide open the door of hope
to the toiling masses and are inviting thém to_enter, and with a faith that is
even now the substance of things hoped for, they can see a victory achieved for
the producing masses in the late election, the full fruitions of which are now
budding and are soon to bloom on the “thorny stem of time.”

Speaking for myself, I am a socialist. I have long since given expression to
my socialistic convictions; they have grown with bl:x{y growth and I am more
strongly "h:fnued with them at this hour than ever before since first I began the
painful stady of the progress and poverty of the race. - Our competitive system
is utterly cannibalistic. Human beings are set against one another, the stro
devour the weak, and4his heartless proceeding has
Crush and devour your neighbor, or he will you!
canning and unscrupulous have been enabled
fullness thereof, and they have used their ill-gotten possessions to enslave and
degrade mankind, Prin.t:amad has been the controlling force and it has been
and is acconnted as of vastly more importance than the public welfare. Under
the regime of private capital, property has become sacred and human life has
been reduced to a valueless commodity. A few men own and control the country,
The producing many have been subjugated by degrees until millions work by per-

ission and millions of others are tramping and starving to paupers’ graves. ﬁd
allof this amidet fabulous abundance! The theme invites to ela ration, but time
and epace forbid. I survey these frightful conditions, the ripened and rotting
friit of the capitalistic system, and I declare, with all the om(rhnh of which my
words are le, my implacable hostility to this system, an my determination
to battle with all my power for its overthrow. e

It is axiomatic that men have a right to work, the same inherent
work that they have to breathe. And they have a right to al
and if any part is taken from them without their express consent, it is robbery.
The present system is founded, essentially, in the robbery of labor. No other
word in the language properly describes the crime.

Ew machine that is invented reduces labor to more desperate conditions,
The whole system tgmu and subverts and is froitful of crimes beyond the

The issue 18, sm ve, Capitalism. I am for socialism becaunse I
humanity. We have been cursed with the reign of gold long enough.
constitutes no proper basis of civilization. The time has come to regenerate
~we are on the eve of a universal change,

I am aware that socialism ie a term little understood b
and that it is everywhere a target for denunciation by 1t
When analyzed, it means a more perfect and equitable distribution of the pro-

co-operation instead of competition ; collective ownership.of land,
the means of production and distribution. It proclsims the
Unde ouaricapu o £10 g B prculbod b, it

r work an r all, reaso &0

life would be something m:]?nd b‘wm‘ﬁm’ npdmnglgra con

curse. Another panic would never curee Crime wo an
suicide would cease to shock the public conscience. j
blot upon the face of our civ-

the d arteries

The prosent industrial faiiure o n
of erime. Itrobs,itd itlti:r::t;oi? b P bl
ilization, indicative of blood flowing veing an
vorid omtoras Sk SL s D ety 84 incietre 8 fhe Josrers
um uhwm. there is no resurrection. e
m&m by the

gy for the toiling masses
no j ‘
wmnﬁpodon bylndﬂhh.tgod the ¢

to be done in self-defense.
Under this system the few
to monopolize the earth and the

right to
1 they produce,

am for,
Money |
society
the world at ],

e plutocratic prc-.m

It is|

That the result of the election was not differeat, was due largely, |
ly outnumbered

fl

{»ower. ita injunc |

The ballot, however much it has been eulogized, has |

The Democratic party repudiated him,
if men are taught to repudiate the devyil
and all his works. McKinley, as presi
dent, is the creation of trusts; they
{ bought him and own him and he could
{not, if he wonld, do anything to erush
But the Tribuhe says, “ A war
| on trusts must be one of the main feat-
ures of its policy. Long impunity has
{ made the men who- plan and ran these
| industrial combinations very boid. If
| they are not taught a lesson speedily
| there will be no industry which is not
{in the hands of a trust, and the consum-

| trusts.

| ers will be bled to death.

| It is quite likely that the anti-trust
|law is defeetive. Then it should be
fstrengthened without loss of time. It
{ should be amended §0 as 1o provide that
; any victim of a trust may sue to recover
{the money of which he has been robbed
‘,by being forced to pay an unjust price.
If that were the law now, every hard.
ware dealer and every builder who has
| been compelled to pay for nails three
times what they are worth would have
begun suit to ge! back the money ex
torted from him.

There are other amendments which
should be made to the law, but what is
needed most is an Executive who will
see to it that his law officers all over the
country are on the lookout for trusts

k and attack them whenever detected.

That is what Cleveland has not done.
He did not, even when he had a friendly
congress, endeavor to have the anti-trust
law made more effective. )
A war to the death on trusts must be
oune of the main features of thé Repub-
lican program henceforth. The party
which crokhes flem will gain the undy-
ibg gratitude of a despoiled and trust-
ridden people.”
| What the Tribune says now ic a com-
plete indorsement and indication of the
policy of William Jennings Bryan, and
the party that nominated him, and yet
the Tribune, from first to last, opposed
Bryan, and fought the battle of the
trusts from start to finish. The Tribune
is a rotten egg, not fit to be thrown at
such a bolting spostate as Jno. G. Car-
lisle.

GREEK TO MEET GREEK.
Mr. Edward Hughes, of England, is on

D8 | g visit to the United States and Canada

for the purpose, as he states it, “to
bring the shipping, marine and river
trades in line with the International
Federation of Ship, Dock and River
Workers. We have already succeeded
in organizing branchesin the principal
porte of both hemispheres. Mr. Hughes’
idea is that such an organization as has
been projected will never be forced to
strike, as its fair demands, like those of
powerful governments, will always be
granted. In the event of a.conflict,
however, the organization would have
the power to block the commerce of the
world. “If such a power,” said one of
the organizers to-day, “were exercised
along the Atlantic seaboard on outgoing
cargoes alone business to the amount of
$6,500,000 daily would be checked. Of
this New York would lose $3,000,000. At
the end of the week, when sceounts were
balanced, New York exporters and ghip-
pers by water to] domestic ports would
find their books $18,000,000 short, be-
cause cargoes that should have been
sent out would be lying on the docks
and in storage warehouses. If all com-
merce between nations were tied up the
restriction to business -would amount to
over $150,000,000 weekly. If, in addition,
the interior commerce on rivers and

of lakes was stopped, leaving only the rail-

roads to transport the necessities of life,
ltmu”vonld be emptied in forty-eight
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HOLDS  ITS SIXTEENTH ANNUAL CON-
VENTION IN CINCINNATIL.

Phe L a o
¥ . o

P and
Questions of Great Importance to
Labor are Discussed.

. The grest aggregation of labor unions
of the United States, known as the Amer .
ican Federation of Labor, began its six-
teenth annual convention in the city of
Cincinnati on Monday, December 13th.

There were interesting preliminary
exercises, the moet important of which
was the address of

SAMUEL GOMPERS,

the president of the federation. Mr.

Gompers’ address contained about 11,000

words, which afforded him ample scope

to discoss a number of important ques-

tions relating to the welfare of labor

and the interests of the federation.
GLOOM AXND GLORY.

President Gompers, whose orstorical
acquirements are widely acknowledged,
began his address by referring to the
“eyele of time" which had brought the
representatives of labor together, and
then referred to the situation as follows:

The wrongs of the workers have not yet been
obliterated nor their rights yet sttained. The
myriads of tollers of our conntry observe with a
quickened and most acute sense the burdens they
have to bear, notwithstanding the marvelous
progress which should lighten them. We see our
country blossoming forth like a rose, through our
handiwork, yet countless thousands of our num-
ber, with but the sting of the thorn for their re-
ward or their consolation., Encircled with the
wizzard-like instruments, the result of the eon-
centrated genius of ages, to produce the necessi-
ties and luxuries of life, still the struggle of life
most intense and often excruciating. Greed and
inhumanity, providing they result in acquiring
wealth, still regarded as human stiributes of
victory and respectability, wmasses of the young
and the innocent may suffer and decay in the
process, but this is of little concern, only that the
end, wealth's possessions by the few, is attained,

But, continues President Gompers—

By all the memories which bind us to the
heroic sacrifices of past struggles of the lowly, by
the recognition of the battles fought and won
and the wounds recelved in the battles of our
day, by the nobility of our purposes, the freedom
for which we strive for all, success is as sure as
that night follows day and the day follows night,

POLITICS,

It becomes, in view of the discussions
and action of the convention, difficult to
understand just what ground, politically,
the A.F.of L. occupies. It hasabound-
ing faith in legislation to mitigate the
woes of labor, but has no faith in parti-
san politics and hence takes no steps to
create & labor party to bring about
political action to secure legislation for
Labor's emancipation from environ-
ments hostile to its welfare.

STRIKE AND BOYCOTT.

In the deliberations of the convention
there was apparently no abatement of
faith in the effectiveness of strikes and
boycotts for the promotion of the wel-
fare of labor, and these weapons will
continue to be wielded with increased
vigor in the batties to secure justice for
working men,

BRITISH DELBGATES.

One of the interesting and agreea-
ble features of the convention was the
introduction and reception~of Meesrs.
Woods and Mallinson, delegates from
England and Scotland, representing the
Trades Union Congress of Gireat Britain.
Mr. Woods, who is an ex-member of Par~
liament,in his address to the convention,
gave a brief history of the British Trades
Congress, saying that the Congrees of
Great Britain was established twenty-
nine years ago. Its first meeting was
held at Manchester in 1868 and there
were present thirty-four delegates, rep-
resenting 100,000 trades unienists.
Trades unions at that time were regarded
not only with suspicion but with hatred
by the wealthy classes of the country.
It is true they had been legalized 8o far
back as 1824, but they had never been
popular. They were not merely assailed
in Parliament, but were openly con-
demned by the press, on the platform
and in the pulpit with a violence seldom
equaled in the history of any country.
Some of the subjects considered at the
first congress indicated the preliminary
character of the gathering and show
clearly that the delegates were but feel-
ing their way toward a more permsnent
and thorough form of organization,

The congress has greatly improved its
conditions in these twenty-nine years,
both in the tremendous influence it'

s Pr

mission. of Mr. Hughes is full of |}
~ The unification of
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The caption of this article suggests
some reflections on what we call Time—
& term which is usually taken for the
measure of motion and for the duratien
of anything of *which we have any con-
ception,

For convenience, we divide time into
centuries, years, months, days, hours
and seconds ; indeed, we have advanced
to such & point in horologiography that
we divide geconds into halves.and quar-
tere, and with watch in hand note the
flight of time as if it were a steed on a
race courge or a homing dove cleaving
the air.

But, really, the great mass of mankind
regard with indifference the volitation
of time. They do not hear its footsteps
nor the rustle of its wings. “The old
clock on the staire” does not ‘‘upbraid
them with the waste of time,” though

“Throngh days of sorrow and of mirth,

Through days of death and days of mirth,"
its hands point to the figures on the dial |
and with itstick, tick, tick, says to all who
hear, in tones fraught with all the solem-
nities of life and death, “A moment lost
is gone forever.”

Time is now—the present, not yester-
day; not to-morrow, for there is no to-
morrow. To-morrow never yet was born.
It ““is that lamp upon the march which
a traveler mever reacheth.” It “isa
gatire on to-day.” 1Itis

« That fatal mistress of the young, the lazy,

The coward, and the fool, condemn'd to live

A useless life in waiting for to-morrow."

Only to-day is ours. We have it for
acts, deeds, worde. “Our cares are all
to-day, our joye are all to-day;” our tri
umphs and defeatsare all to-day; our am-
bitions, hopes, aspirations, are all to-day.
“To the gods belongs to-morrow.” If
one would perform a noble act, to-day
is the time for its execution. If one has
a brave word to say, say it now. Ifone
would strike a blow for the welfare of
mankind, deliver it to-day. * The dead
past had its dreams,” but the ‘' real be-
longs to to-day.”

1f a battle for the right is to be won,
it must be gained to-day. If a resolu-
tion is to be formed to lead a higher,
nobler, purer life, the decree must be
voiced to-day. If we are to “unmask
falsehood and bring truth to light,” we
must begin the work to-day. Procras-
tination is a thief. Its successes mark
the decay of manhood. It deprives its
victims of spine and courage and will-
power, and remands them to the rear of
the advancing columna. and labels them
“human mistakes.”

What of it all? This, the 1st day of
January, 1897, marks an epoch in the
flight of time. The midnight bells
tolled the death of the old year—and
then, suddenly, heralded the birth of
the new—and these incidents are of im-
mense importance to all thoughtfal men.

The past, by the inexorable and im-
mutable decrees of Fate, stands fixed as
the eternal hills and men may contem-

plate it at their leisure—silent, and yet
eloquent, it has lessons of wisdom to
impart to all who apply. It eays to the
laggard, the lazy, the inert, the dreamer,
“be up and doing.” To those who
are waiting for something to turn up
—“turn up somsthing”’—to those who
bewsail a lack of opportunities “create
them'—to those who complain of con-

ditions “to improve them' It speaks
to the ignorant, and says ‘“‘read, study—
create a love of books—improve your
mind, grow in intellectual strength un-
til your views of ways and means and
needs, have their full weight in shaping
events.” It says to the thriftless, “save
your money”’—to the young, “Youth is
the time to lay the foundation, not only
of fortune but of character"—and rais-
' ing its voice to a stentorian tone, says,
“now, the present, is the accepted time,
and the only time to act.”
Coming nearer home—into the
charmed circle of our order—to brothers
beloved of the A. R. U.—we say the

We do mot . donbc ‘that every day of
lmvﬂlbesbm«hy. As an order,

: mmmmzmamoxm
- of down. Aammu'iutho of |

By all the gods in a pile, comrades,
we can if we will, and we will—make
1897 forever illustrious in the annals of
labor. No year, gince our order was
born is burdened with & transaction
which, if blazuned on the sky above us,
would mantle our cheeks with a blush
of shame. Our banners have never
been trailed in the mire. Wounds we
have received in our defense of princi-
plés, but never one in the back—always
in front, and in battles to come, what

ever may be their character, with face
to the foe, with Spartan valor we will

choose to be borne from the fray on our
shielde rather than accept terms of sur-
render involving our degradation.

« In conclusion, on this natal day of
1897, we send greeting to our comrades
in all the camps and on all the tented
fields of our order., We wish them all,
a thousand times, & happy and a proe-
perous New Year.. And not only to the
bearded men of the A. R. U., but to their
mothers, wives, daughters, the children
“living jewels dropp’d unstained from
heaven”—the Rarmway Tives sends its
New Year's greetings, and to the hosts
of labor, in the language of Charles
Mackey, we say:

Men of thought be up and stirring

Night and day ;

Sow the seed ; withdraw the curtain ;
Clear the way ;

Men of action, aid and cheer them
As ye may.

There's & fount about to stream ;

There's a light about to beam :

There's a warmth about to glow ;

There's a flower about to blow ;

There’s a midnight blackness changing
Into gray .

Men of thought and men of action,
Clear the way.

Once the welcome light has broken,
Who ghall say,

What the unimagined glories

Of the day
What the evil that shall perish
In its ray !

Aid the dawning, tongue and pen;

Aid all hopes of honest men;

Aid it pen and aid it type;

Afd it, for the hour is ripe;

And our earnest must not slacken
Into play.

Men of thought and men of action,
Clear the way.

IS SOCIALISM UTOPIANISM ?
An ever recurring interrogatory is,
What is eocialism? A majority of the
people, seemingly, entertain the idea
that socialism is a utopian hallucination,
a thing of the imagination; something to
be hoped for pcrhaps, but never to be
realized; an ignis fatuus which lures its
victims into other than the pathways of
common sense and prudent endeavor; to
expend their time and energies in the
vain hope of gathering grapes of thorns
and figs of thistles; and the realization
of other hopes of which dreams are the
prolific parents.
Under such circumstances it becomes
eminently prudent to consult lexico-
graphical authorities to find what social-
ism means, and hence the following def-
initions may be of benefit to those in
search of information.
Worcester's (edition 1800)—*The science of re-
constructing soclety on an entirely new basis by
substituting the prineiple of association for that
of competition in every branch of human indus-
try."
rznm Century (edition 1880)—'*Any theory or
system of social organization which would abol-
ish entirely or in any great part the individual
effort and competition on which modern society
rests, and substitutes for it cooperative action,
and would introduce a more perfect and equita-
ble distribution of products of labor, and would
make land and capital, as the means of produc-
tion, the joint possessions of the members of the
community."
Stormowth's (edition 1885)—"A system which
has for its object the reconstruction of society on
the basis of & community of property and asso-
clation, instead of competition, in every branch
of human industry."”
Webster's (edition 1801, unabridged)—‘‘A theory
or system of social reform which contemplates &
complete reconstruction of society with a more
just and equitable distribution of property and
labor (in popular usage the term is often em-
ployed to indicate any lawless revolutionary
social scheme.)""

Manifestly, the “reconstruction of so-
ciety” is a herculean task, but the same
was true a half century or more ago,
when a small minority of the people de-
cided to “reconstruct society” by abol-
ishing chattel slavery.

The real question is, Does society need
reconstruction ? Are there crimes, vices
and wrongs which need to be extir-
pated? If such questions are answered
affirmatively then the duty of the hour
is to begin the task of reconstruction
which, instead of being utopian, is pre-
eminently a practical undertaking, and
if, therefore, socialism proposes such re-
construction, it ought to command the
respect and help of every well wisher of
138 country.

Society as now constructed is inimical
to its own welfare, There is not a
thoughtful man in the land who does
not deplore present social conditions.
They see the minority in possession: of
the wealth of the country, levying trib-
uteupon the majority, standing guard
at every gateway of opportunity, con-
trolling production and exercising ab-
solute sway over the welfare and destiny
of the people at large. Those favored
few have introduced a wage system
which is to all intents and purposes s
white slaye system, in many regards
more opmtuivouddngmling than was

nection, proposes to find a way to better
conditions. Not at a bound, but by the
toileome process of education. Not by
strikes and boycots, which under pres-
ent conditions sink the struggling masses
deeper in the mire of despondency, but
by seeking through the emancipating
power of co-operation to obtain control
of natural opportunities, wealth and
machinery, and lift the masses to inde-
pendence and prosperity.

THE AMERICAN FLAG.

Two American poets bave won immor-
tality by writing of the American flag,—
in recent times christened “0Old Glory.”
Francis Scott Key wrote of the ‘Star
Spangled Banner,” now a national an-
them, with the refrain
“The star spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the

brave.”
And Joseph Rodman Drake sang of
the American flag
*“When freedom from her mountain height

Unfurled her standard to the air,
She tore the azure robe of night

And set the stars of glory there."
Patriotic sentiments which find an
echo in every true AmericAn heart. The
American flag, wherever it is unfurled—
on the land or on the sea, stands in the
estimation of the nations of the earth,
for liberty and independence. Its stripes
stand for the old thirteen colonies wrest
ed from King George, and its stars for
the empire states that constitute the
American republic. It was adopted by
congress June 24th, 1777, and the first
flag was made, it is said, “out of a sol-
dier's white ghirt, an old blue army coat,
and a red flannel petticnat,” and floated
trinmphantly at the battle of Saratoga,
where Burgoyne surrendered, and whare
the British power in America received a
check from which it never recovered.
1t is peen that 120 years have elapsed
gince the American flag was first un-
furled in a storm of war in which a bat-
tle was fought and a victory won, which
stands forth as one of fifteen during the
past twenty centuries that has had a
lasting inflaence upon the world's his-

tory.
It would seem patriotic, if there is one
article manufactured in the United

States under conditions free from the
filth and squalor of sweat-shops, the
American flag is that one article. Bat
its manufacture has been consigned,
chiefly, to the city of New York, in
places so unwholesome and offensive,
that those who conduct the business,
though hardened and heartless, are
ashamed of the old ramsbackled build-
ings where the women and girls are

packed to an extent that the air is
n.ontammat.ed and health imperiled, and

for wages which demonstrate they are
sewing with a double stitch, a shroud as
well as the

** Flag of the free hearts hope and home."

During the recent campaign those who
advocated the gold-standard robber pol-
icy songht to hide their nefarious prac-
tices by proclaiming exceptional fealty
to the nation’s starry banner, and set
aparta “flag day"” to show how like
wolves after sheep, they valued the free-
dom it symbolized, while the flags that
waved on that day came from New York
sweat-shops, where the flags the women
manufacture excite neither eentiment
nor revereace, and where, though every
shop is. a battle-field, the stars and
stripes promise them nothing,” and
where the flag that symbolizes their
condition is the piratical flag of truste
and the soulless bosseg of sweat-shops,
black as a raven's wing.

Organized labor in New York, if it
can do anything along patriotic lines,
should wrest the manufacture of the
American Flag from sweat-shops and
from the infections that lurk in every
crevice and corner of the foul dens,

WE

Do not want the earth, but we do want
to chronicle in every iesue from now to
January 1, 1898, that the American
Railway Union, in membership, power
and influence in the great family of la-
bor organizations, is steadily increasing,
and that the Ramuway Times wanls to
help on the good work.

The Ramway Tixes advocates only
common sense propositions, and one of
them is, the more subscribers it has the
more good it can accomplish for our
order.

The Ramway Tiues does not chime in
with Goldsmith’s hermit, that

“ Man wants but little here below,
Nor wants that little long.”

On the contrary, the Raruway Trues

wants them right away, and wanta them
during the entire year of 1897,

And the RanLway TiMes wants every
member of the American Railway Union
to become & subscriber. ‘This is the first
step to be taken, and then it wantsevery
member of the order to be a wide-awake,
aggressive and determined canvasser,
and '« secure eubscriptions - from = his
friends and neighbors, and belieyes, if
this is done, 20,000 subscribers will be
added to its list in s month.

The wise man said  there is a season
and a time for every purpose nndchen-

“time and a season” to nbndbbh!

wants a very long list of subscribers,—

ven.” Possibly, but certainly there isa |}

McKINLEY AND PROSPERITY,
An effort was made by the goldbug
prese, pulpit and stump, to impress the
people, especially wage-earners, if Mc-
Kinley was elected a tidal wave of pros-
perity would roll all over the country.
The people, by & majority of a million
believed that such would be the case.
They didn’t understand the why or the
how of it, still, they believed the wave
would come. They were ready to believe
that the bark of dogs would be utilized
to tan leather, and that brewers would
be able to make beer with grasshopper
hops. And here we are, McKinley is
elected. The tidal wave of prosperity | siste
has not come, no weather bureau prog-
nosticates ite coming. Everything is in
stalue quo, only a little worse. “‘Hun-
dred$ and thousands,” says the Twentieth
Century, ‘“are still out of employment,
children are starving, men are forced to
steal that they may live.
family still enjoys the frait of successful
crime, Corneling Vanderbilt revels in
the privcely grandeur of his regal dom-
icile, and John D. Reckefeller gloats
over the gains of a brutal exploitation of
the helpless, like the fugitive from jus-
tice that he is. If this is the prosperity
McKinley has brought us, away with it.”

The Gould | ¢

Well, this is the sort of prosperity Mec-
Kinley aud Hanna have broughtus. It
is a real plutocratic, trust, combine, cor
poration, gold etandard article, and
what makes it specially interesting is,
the people voted for it.
in trusts and the trusts are satisfied.

A NEW DEPARTURE.

hippopotamus, Grover Cleveland, has
stood for the past four yeare, has found
gomething new, notwithstanding the
declaration of Solomon that “ there is
no new thing under the sun.”” John
Sherman, the attorney of foreign and
domestic boodlers, having succeeded in
demonetizing silver, a scheme to enrich
shylocks, aided by every administration
gince 1873, and by none more than by
Grover Cleveland, reduced the value of
gilver and enhanced the value of gold,
and now the discovery. is made that a
gang of honest counterfeiters have been
engaged, the Lord cnly knows how long,
in manufacturing honest silver dollars,
halves and quarters, and probably dimes
which it it is difficult to detect, and
when found are rhown to be better than
the genuine coin manufactured at the
government mints, have more silver in
them and better silver; indeed, they
are manufactured without alloy. This
is & new thing under the sun.

We have the spectacle now presented
of a gang of honest law-breaking rascals,
at work somewhere in the dark making
money that is superior to the article
bearing the genuine stamp of a govern-
ment dominated by trusts, plutocrats
and boodlers of every description, who
rob the people and steal their substance,
but who now throw up their hands in
holy horror because it is ascertained that
another class of rascals are putting forth,
for circulation, honest silver coinge, and
the suggestion is made that all the
silver afloat will have to be recoined, as
the only means of putting a gtop to this
honest counterfeiting of the nation’s sil-
ver cning,

These honest rascals who violate the
law by making “honest money,” “sound
money” and better money than the gov-
ernment manufactures, have extended
their operations into foreign lands, and
are counterfeiting the silver coine of
European nations. So far, it has not been
intimated that Mark Hanna, Andrew
Carnegie or Famine Pullman are in this
gang, but as the business nets about 100
per cent. profit, disclosures may be made
that will startle the world. These coun-
terfeiting rascals who are giving the
people honest coins must have cash to
buy bullion, and millionaire boodlers
have the money, and at the enormous
profits in sight they might be induced
‘“to shove the queer.”

WAR IN LEADVILLE.

The city of Leadville is built on the
summit of & mountain rising 10,000 feet
heavenward above the level of the sea.
It isa “cloud land” city surrounded with
mountains . where the Creator stored
vast deposits of silver and gold which
has fallen into the hands of hounds of
the Mark Hanna breed, who prefer scabs
to self-respecting workingmen. As a
result, scabs, protected by the military
arm of Colorado, are making things
gloomy in Leadville. The Leadville
Miner, in describing the situation, says:
“With all the ‘pomp ard circumstance
of glorious war’ the scab procession
wended its way up Fourth street Tues-
day morning and disappeared in the di-
rection of the Bison mine. It consisted
of forty-two scabs and two of their
women, sccompanied by 200 infantry,
twenty-four cavalry, two gatling guns
| and & fuil complement. of
march to the mines was acuon;uﬁnd

They had faith |

The government of trusts, by trusts |
and for trusts, at the head of which the |
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the sidewalks, as guarde, no doubt, ran
up and drew their big dirks., The sol-
diers gathered around and assisted in
taking the deputy sheriff’s prisoner
away from him. Ahren, tosave his life,
backed into the house, keeping the
crowd covered with his revolvers.”

Such is the sort of prosperity that has
struck Leadville. It ie a genunine pluto-
cratic article, but it ig the sort the peo-
ple voted for November 3d, 1866, and
which Mark Hanns will see to it that
it continues through his administration.

Pabst Malt
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Been Sick? Get well by udng i
Pabst Malt Extract—The “B.t"‘l'
THE FEDERAL COURT. |

Thomas Jefferson always experienced
alarm when he contemplated the power
of the federal judiciary to wreck the ze-
public. He believed it to be a standing
menace to the free institutions of the
republic, and said that “over the judi-
ciary department the constitution had
deprived them (the people) of control, : i
® & * andafter twenty years' con- i i
firmation of the federated system by the
voice of the nation, declared through F AT REDU!
the medium of elections, we find the Fo Ks ﬁ
judiciary on every occasion still driving nm‘“' 20 ué i{f
us into consolidation ® * ¢  before ﬁ:m
the canker is become inveterate—before | sicians
its yenom has reached so much of the
body politic as to get beyond control—
remedy should be applied. Let the fu-|
ture appointment of judges be for four
or gix years and renewable by the presi-
dent and senate.”

The evils Jefferson pointed out have
come, and the federal judiciary has be-
come the mostdngems doparhnont of
the gavmmnnt. :

mnmmumumu
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THE MARCH OF THE HOMELESS.
BY HUGH J. HUGHES,
Have you heard the tramp, tramp, tramp of the
millions
1/, Asthey tread by Dives' door?
Have you gazed on their hupger-pinched batal-
lions
As they throng from the hovels of the poor? §

These are they whose blood has unified the na-
tion,
And their love has wronght its flag of stripes
and stars;
But for them be the slayve’s lowly station—
The black list, the road, the prison bars!

Worn their-feet, with rugged ways and weary
marches,
Driven out to scek another land and home,
As they pas= within the shadows of the arches
They bave builded from foundation unto dome.

Not alone are they and wholly unbefriended !
The Brother of the outcast and poor

Is the Leader of the haggard batallions
That halt by Dives' door.

Lot the voice be stilled for song and tuned for
battle:
Yonder lies the rugged pathway of the free!
They shall sell no more immortal souls as cattle
While a tongue can lisp the name of Liberty!

Butthe sower shall be reaper of the sowing,
And the artisan shali have the wage of toil ;
And the lips of love shall meet at even-glowing

The craftsman and the tiller of the soll,

Labor and Land.

HY J. C. BARNES,

A very thonghtful and interesting ar-
ticle by Lizzie M. Holmes is going the
rounds of the press, taken from the
Railway Times, which has elicited some
thoughts from me which I desire to of-
fer to your readers.

“ Unorganized workers simply have
nochaunce for justice whatever,” says ghe,
which I would emphasize and add to.
If they have no land nor capital, they
are at the absolnte mercy of those who
have. They are simply trespassers and
have no freedom te live outside of a pris-
on or poorhouse except by sutferance.

Notwithstanding the preamble to the
Declaration of Independence says, “We
hold these truths to be eelf-evident, that
all men are created equal, and are en-
dowed with certain inalienable rights,
among which are life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness,” more than half
of the people of the United States are
denied the privilege of exercising their
right to life even, muoch less to liberty
and the pursuit of happiness, except by
sufferance.

How to make the above *‘ self evident
traths’' more than a mere sentiment,
how to make them practical realities, is
important, and I hope m{ suggestions
may help to golve the problem.

Man's right to life implies an equal
right to a place to live. How to equal-
ize the earth upon which only he can
exercige his right to life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness shall be the burden
of this thesis,

All durable structures must be foun-
dationed on the land—else they are but
castlesin the air and may be blown away
by any adverse wind. No theory of eo-
ciology, however beautiful or symmetri-
cal, has ever stood nor can ever stand
unless pastulated en an equal right to
and equal distribution of land. Since
all wealth is derived from the earth, it
follows that if all have eqnal access to
the earth, all have equal natural oppor-
tunities to produce wealth, and every
man can be independent, and involun-
tary poverty cannot exist. Labor will
then be master of ite creature, capital,
as it should be, instead of subgervient
to it, as it now is.

Tnere are but three factors entering
into the production of wealth, viz.:
Land, labor and capital. Wealth is di-
vided about equally between the land-
lord as rent, the capitalist as interest,
and the laborer as wages.

Since all men have an equal right to
land (because of a right to life) then no
man has a greater right to it than an-
other. *“Then it follows as the night
the day"” that no one person has a right
to the rent of land. Then the landlord
has lost his voeation. Of what use to
societly is a landlord ?

He is as a landlord, an absolute non-
prodactive parasite; a leech, sucking
the blood from capital and labor. He
is a barnacle on the ship of etate retard-
in¥ its progress.

He could (and should) be eliminated
to the great advantage of labor and
mgiul.

Since the landlord takes as rent at
least one-third of the wealth produced
by labor and capital, if eliminated, labor
and capital wouid receive all wealth for
there would be none other to get it.

would get. at least fifty per cent.
more a8 wages for labor and interest for
capital than they now receive.
bor and capital often antagonize
each other Jike two cats whose tails are
tied together and thrown acroes a clothes
line, each blaming the other for their
. misfortune when their interests are mu-
tnal as against landlordism which they
should unite against.

The laborer would be the greater

er by eliminating the landlord for

e could produce and control his own
u&nal on free land.

he remedy for existing deplorable
conditions is absolutely just and equit-
able. It consists in tak ¥ the annual
value or economic rentof land by a
“gingle tax” on land values exclusive
of improvements.

‘When it is considered that no single
man ever did or ever can add any value
to laud except that proportionate valne
of land in city or state, that heis to the
whole population of the city or state,
and the value of land is produced by the
whole commuuity, the absolute justice
of the single tax s obvions.

' yalues, take the poé
nndmnlﬂbply it by 4, and if a
. town by 5, and tho‘gmdm

|
|

|

lization of future rent,

| state, there can be no se

capital. The monopoly of land is the
prolific mother of the whole litter of the
whelps of monopoly. ;

The laborer, uuder the single tax,
would get more than double the waﬁen
he now gets owing to the increased de-
mand for labor as 1 will show ; besides
he counld be his own capitalist and get
the extra interest that would go to legit-
imate capital which the landlord now

gets,

The gingle tax would eliminate the
millionaire, for labor with access to nat-
nral op{mortunities would get all its earn-
ings. What makes the millionaire but
the surplus of wealth the laborer pro-
duces over a bare living ?

That the single tax would free the
land to all who might choose to occupy
and use it, is obvious, for if the annnal
value or economic rent was taken by the
community to whom it justly belongs,
for public use, and all taxes on the pro
duct of labor eliminated, the vacaut lot
would be taxed ag much as an adjoinin
improved one, and the rent, annua
value or tax, as you please to call it,
would go to all—thereby equalizing the
land or its value to all, which is the
same. No one would under the single
tax hold more land than he conld put
to a good us». No one would hold land
out of use for future speculative rent
which makes the selling value of land.
The selling vaiue of land is the capital-
If the annual

{value of land is taken h{' the city or

ling value of
land execlugive of improvements, and
vacant land would be free to whoever
chose to pay the tax on it, which in a

strong, energetic body of men. No, the
People's will mever dié as long as
the people dwell on this planet! As
londg as there is a wrong to be righted,
and on injnstice to be dealt with, there
will be men whose hearts will burn with
determination to handle these matters.
This constitutes the real core of “ Popu-
lism,"” and no matter how much or how
little the present organization grows,
the principles it represents and advo-
cates will live forever.

The ‘disgruntled misanthropes, crea-
tures whose ambition for office has been
the leading theme, will no doubt wander,
into some other camp. The true and
the honest men can well afford to part
company with this “rifffaff,” and may
they never return is the prayer of every
true populist. These office-smellin
dents have been the curse of American
politics, and will continue to be as long
as the present pernicious system of rob-
bery continues. Hunger, in many re-
spects, i8 a good thing, but when it be-
comes chronic it has & most dehuman-
izing effect upon mankind ; this accounts
largely, I think, for the universal cuss-
edness that at present prevails.

I notice that “street walkers' are be-
coming more numerous of late, and I
am informed that young marrfed women
are “out rostling for trade” while the
husbands remain at home crooning to
the babies. This is a species of pros-
titntion that fairly curdles one's blood,
and does not seem to be redeemable
enough to come under the head of “total
depravity.” But what will people not
do in thir vortex of a struggie for exist-
ence? Honor, chastity and affection
are mere nothingness in the balance

sense is rn_v for a privilege of monopo-
lizing and
session,

By taking the tax off of wealth, the
products of labor, everything would be
cheapened—more would be consumed—
more labor required to produce. Wages
would rise, for no one would labor for
l«es than he could pay himself by work-
ing on free land.

Lard id not wealth.
nature for all. Wealth is the products of
labor and should belong to the producer
and would under the single tax.

By taxing wealth yon make it scarce

and high priced. By taxiog land values |

you make it cheaper and more plentiful
and accessible,

The fear that the single tax conld be
shifted onto the tenant is groundless and
is negatived b{“nll political economists,
notably, J. 8. Mill and Ricardo.

The tax on anything else is shifted
onto the consumér. By eliminating tax
on improvements, more houses would be
built, more labor employed and rents re-
duced. By taxing houses or anything
elge, their production is discouraged just
as the production of dogs is discouraged
by a tax on them.

Any improvement in municipal or
state government any laws that may
seem to benefit a community other than
freeing the land, will acerue almost en-
tirely to the landlord, just as all the dis-
coveries in the sciences and inventions of
labor saving machinery have raiged the
rent of ln.mf.

The projection of a railroad through a
country or a street railroad to remote
parts of a city, raises the price of land in
that vicinity. All public improvements,
good fire departments, good police pro-
tection, public parks, schools, libraries,
streets, etc., raise the price of land alone.
The houses are no more valuable. The
land should pay for all improvements.

Read Henry George's work and learn
all about this great moral reform with a
fiscal name—The Single Tax.

Thoughts from the Workshop.
BY J. R. ARMSTRONG.

The municipal election of this burg is
over, and once more the people can re-
sume their usual calmness and return
to their respective ruts and there remain
until another campaign looms over the
horizon. While I pen these lines a col-
ored gentleman who prides himself on
wearing & plug hat and being an editor

of an African newspaper is urging his
claims upon the “ progressive demo-
crats” for a great big gob fall of pap.

He claims that he alone has saved the
day against the combines of wealth ar-
rayed against the people, and that he
must be elevated to some deputyship
drawing a big salary, as & compensation
in return for his services. Poor misera-
ble lump of idiotic conceit, button-hol-
ing the very men he tried to knife! On
the first page of his McKinley paper I
read the lollowing bait in loud letters:
“The Daily Trombone represents 1,300
colored voters in this city.” I notice
the more contemptibly little some men
are, the more exacting they are in ex-
ecting recognition for services per-
}:mne& On the other hand men of
broad-gauge sympathies, of magnificent
mentaliity who performed miracles of
self-sacrifice and stood firmly for princi-
ple at the risk of their very lives, they
ask nothing at the hands of the political
victors. The little weazel-faced ecrubs
that have performed absolutely nothing
for man nor God expect the world to
give' them its choicest moreels, Thia
as ever been the history of the world,
but will this sort of things continue, I
wonder ? I have prided myself on know-
ing something about human nature, but
during the city campaign just passed I
have learned more about that curions
composition than ever before. The
spoils hunter was ever on the tapis, urg-
ing and entreating and perfectly brow-
beating the apparent winners on o.e of
the city tickets, but I imagine those
miserable sores on the body politic will
onlg be cured by drastic p ves.
i e o o g oy
every pol campaign is
ting unendurable and the sooner it is
hurled to the garret of *inocuous desne-
tude” the better it will be for * decent
folk.” BSeveral of our ul candi-
dates have been compeiled to leave the
city until “inauguration day” on ac-
count of the human voltures that want
gl B i
ve men-
tioned, ntuls:m have 1 seen so mucn
:.ﬂ;‘in-o l%t"lgﬁm as in tb&neent
mpaign. ward-heeling delegates
were out in fall force to take advantage!
of the harvest afforded by candidates,
cash. Buot thecontest is settled and ina
ek or two ev will be as tame

ot

. One

for gecaring protection in pos- |

It is & creation of |

. usual, Teagues : t number|
up«tohh.nlim munici- |
campaign, and they, too, 1 presume, | of

against life—to some people. Others
| who love the atmosphere of an uncor-
{ rupted being more than mere phyeical
| existence, die rather than stoop so low
| a8 prostitution. The list of suicides seem
| to be lengthening out, perhaps for that
! reason more than any other. To sleep
| with_the consciousness of having per-
| verted one’s being simply to have grati-
fied the gnawings of a hungry stomach
| muet, in the nature of things, be ex
| tremely humiliating, and to a partially
| sensitive soul must cventnally drive to
| either’ madness or death! I eay that
this phase of human experience through
| which we are plunging is not very re-
assuring, and if some neckes get stretched
before this miserable century draws to a
close it will notsurprise many of the go-
berest of our reform advocates. Necks
that richly deserve the gallows for the
part they have played in this drama of
treason and selfishness that has inflicted
so much unhappiness upon the human
race. The wave of prosperity its ‘‘ad-
vance agent” promised would sweep
over this country has not materialized
yet, notwithstanding “‘confidence’ has
been partially restored. The “almighty
dollar,” that damned thing of all things
that eiudea the grasp of “honest labor,”
seems to be getting more elusive as the
dayegoby. The human heart is getting
more and more enraged at the narrow-
ingcircle which purchased legislation has
enacted, and if the outrageous condition
gets much worse than it is, hell in all
its fury will not be a circumstance com-
pared to the upheaval that will surely
come!

When vested rights and special priv-
ilcges come between the people and
happiness, that thin partition, unless
propped up by a multitude bayonets,
cannot endure long! [ doubt whether
even bayonets can hold this low-lived,
groveling usurpation of the trust and
combine and banking corporations many
years longer. The people know that
they have a perfect right to live, and that the
earth belongs to the whole human fam-
ily. They also know that starvation is
8 crime against nature, especially when
she in her unstinted goodness yields so
much food for all. Human necessities
should never have been subject to

rofit-mong+ring rodents! Neverinthe
istory of the race should *‘usury’ nor
“increase’”’ have been tolerated, for in
the nature of things the omniverous
self-seeking and bloated beasts always
usurp these bounties, whether it be in
the bank or warehouse, or in any other
human capacity.

“Chronic hunger” is the disease that
will eventually wreck this republic and
scatter the handiwork of ages to the
four winds. Starving people are worse
than starving wolves, if history can be
believed, and if the majestic eilence and
inoperativeness of the powers that be
do not awaken to the urgency of the
situation, these ‘“‘powers” will fall a
prey to their own victims. Very few
tears will be shed upon these notorions
tin¥e-pillaging procrastinators if an out
raged people ghould visit them with
condign punishment. The world is the
heritage of the people, and the “people”
are the workers, and no matter what or
how black the sophist may paint the
picture otherwise, this statement is true
—the world is the, ete., ete. This “the-
ory” and that “theory” may keep the
worldless man from aggressiveness for a
short time, but by the eternal the lies
of the past ages one by one are being
nailed to the crose, and sooner or later
the thieves will have to restore the stolen
goods back 1o their rightful owners. The
logic of a starving ut.omlhch and a‘bunt-
ing is opening the eyes of man-
klnj, nnﬁefom logﬁ a ical chantga
will be enacted, whether as gentle as the
descending dew of heaven or the force-
ful whirl of the cyclone we know not
neither do many of us care.

Pay as You Go.
BY W. P, BORLAND.

What & world of meaning is contained
in those four little monosyllables! And
what & wonderfal transformation would
be effected in our social l{lum if the
advice they give could be lived up to!
There are a great many persons who
imagine that our system of credit and
its corollary, debt, is the result of indi-
vidual dereliction of some gort, and if

ns would only make up their minds

do 8o we could all pay as wego. Such

‘ ng either believe that b can
g: done without money at all, or else
they need light on the subject. Our
whole system of business and finance is
and operated as if with the

?ronnt men from pay-

= system

we follow the

in life our governments are organized
and ope would have to come down
to the level of the common herd, and,
horrible thought! they might be com-
pelled to soil their lily white hands with
menial and disgusting toil.

From the governments of the world
with their great national debts, down to
the humble driver of a coal cart who
ginchen the eagle on the last quarter of

is week’s wages until it f.irly screams
in agony before passing into the till of
the grocer in payment for his week's
provisions, who pay as they go? Itis
a common experience with tradesmen
that those whom we think perfectly
able to pay as they go are just ag prone
to run in debt for the necessities and
luxuries of life as are the poorer mem-
bers of the community; and they are
generally a mighty hard class of people
tocollect bills from, too. There are many
poor people who are compelled to pay
as they because they never have
enough aﬁoead to entitle them to a line
of credit, who make up to the trades-
men in the increased Ences of the goods
they buy the losses he sustains in his
dealing with these rich swindlers, Thix
is & consequence of the system. These
people have the operations of the credit
system so ingrained in their conscious-
ness, they are attached so strongly to the
very fibrvs of their being, that they could
not act differently if they tried. If they
should pay s they go they would lose
interest on the money required for cash
payments—what an impoesible idea!
By having a general settling day every
six months or a year the accumulated
interest of their money falls in te meet
their needs, and they are thus enabled
to have somebody else pay their debts
for them. See?

Suppose the government s!ould pay
as it goes. Why, there would be no
syndicate of brokers then to gather in
millions in the short space of a few fleet
ing days, by dealing in the government's
credit. How could we enduore to live
under a government which was without
credit, because it had no debt and no
disposition to make one” How would
it be possible to bring us to a realizing
sense of our responsibilities in the gov-
ernment of our country if we were ouce
deprived of those campaign shibboleths,
“national honor” and * sacredaess ot
our national obligations ?”" Suppose all
business ehould be carried on on a ' pay
as yon go " basis. What would become
of our bankers, who now make a fat
living by fixing up exchanges between
people who don't pay as they go, and
who disinterestedly relieve us or many
of the cares and burdens of government
which we are too weak and ignorant to
carry ; what would become of the horde
of accountants, lawyers, brokers, collect-
ors, etc., now an appurtenance of the
credit eystem? Ab, that pay as you go
propoeition is a dangerous one—It 15 rev-
olutionary! It would destroy the won-
derful credit syetem. Imagery has been
exhausted in praise of credit; our won-
derfual industrial and economic develop-
ment is said to be a result of it. In
Laylor's  *“Cyclopedia of Political
Science,” we find this: “If there exists
an agency of vnquestioned power, it
surely is that of credit. Who does not
admire its wonderful potency? Who
does not recognize the mighty share
which is due to it in the economic devel-
opment of the present age ?”’

But credit implies its opposite; there
cannot be creditors withont debtore.
Credit means debt. And debt means
slavery—slavery of body and of mind to
impossible conditions, physical and men-
tal; slavery to an impossible burden of
interest which is reducing the world to
a vast Golgotha for the caucifixion of the
masses. The system to which they are
tied, like Prometheus to the rock, abso
lutely forbids men to pay as they go;
and it is a labor worthy of a Hercnles,
indeed, to deliver them. The evils of
the credit system fall on the weaker and
more helplers mggnbers of society. These
evile are well known, but it would be
well for those who geek to remove them
to recognize the fact that they are the
inevitable result of the system we are
living under. Those who look to tbat
collection of scheming demagogues
called congress, for relief, are likely to
look in vain, The attorneys of the banks
who want the government to go out of
“ the banking business '’ are in congress
in the interests of their cliente, the
banks, and any pay as you go legislation
is not to be had from them. On the
other hand, those who believe that the
people who suffer from these evils should
take hold themselves and inaugurate a
system independent of government
which is competent to relieve them from
the incubus of debt and interest, will be
able to find a method right at their hands
for inaugurating a system which means
pay as you go, and that is the Labor Er-
change. Study it.

Utopian Plans.
BY EMORY F, BOYD.

Mr. J. R. Sovereign, chief of the order
of Knights of Labor, has had his eyes
opened by the election of the gold «tand-
ard candidate for president of the United
States and the defeat of the combined
forces of financial reform. In his late
annual report to the order he says:

“Aftera le of twenty-seven years, by our
order, nst the evils of aggregated wealth, we
are confronted with more serious problems af-
fecting the rights and liberties of the industrial
ot mlmh:'v.: m"ﬁfo speculating classes de-
e thetr ablity {0 dominate, industrial

nterprises, and appropriate the wealth produced
gy ttr& tolling mrl“ol';s, but they have demon-

thei. wer to coerce w earners and
R ad wen. by threats o-lg;hclurp and
osure, into submission to their will.’

This is the practical and important
lesson of the recent election, and Mr.
Sovereign has the ty to see and
the candor to declare the fact to the
“toiling millions,” and the latter cannot
gih:.n too much heed to, or read too often,

most intelligent declaration of a
leading labor reformer.

*The autocratic holders of sllied capi-
tal have subverted the principles of free
goummant," Mr. Bovereien continues,

forcing political service from the
88 ltlhﬁ::l.nm of employment !’ ¢

be that ized labor might as well
disband ms give up the contes<t, unless
they are able and wnlling to revert to other
plans and measures less ian than those
they are advised to abandon !

The Cuban patriot hero, Maximo Go-
mez, was as thoroughly convinced of the
fatility of parleying and voting, in ex-
pectation of achieving political reform,
a8 Mr. Sovereign seems to be; butGo-
mez was far more consistent when he
declared that *‘it is idle to expect conces-
siona from a tyrant in the interest of the peo-
ple, except at the point of the bayonet!™
Can orgunized labor in the United States
see nothing going on in Cuba, looking
to the betterir ¢ of the condition of pro-
ducersof wealth?

Does Mr, Sovereig, ¢ al.,, Jook upon
all such warfare for the ‘rights and liber-
tier of the people,’ the common people,
as Utopian ?

Mr. Sovereign's addrees shows, if it
shows anything, that the election of
1896 ymvea that free ?mrrnmmt in the
United Statess i8 a failure that organ-
ized labor is a failure and that all
mensures and methods heretofore tried
for preserving the rights and liberties of
the peogle, are stupendous failures!” What
a thought? That our whole complicated
system of government and civilization
must, after all, be conceded to be noth-
ing +lse than & miserable failure, a gigan-
tie, bewildering delusion! Yet, so it is.
And the guestion now is: Shall the
{eople keep on in pursuit of the phantom—
Ttopia, as Mr. Sovereign expreesively
puts it—or will they look the facts
euarelylin the face? The point is just
this: that the money-power. the com-
bined money kings of Europe and
America, is a coercing power : means coer-
cion, is coercion, and plants itself upon
its coercive ability! And Mr. Sovereign
sees it. He sees the dilemna in which
the penple, the producing mwsses, and
their leadere, have sllowed themselves
to be entrapped. lle sees that there
s no excape but through violent revolution,
though be hesitates to say so in 8o many

words. If Mr. Sovereign knows of any
plan tv overcome the coercive power of com-
bined wealth, exvept a stronger counter coer-

cion, he a~suredly ought to make it
konown to the American people; some-
thing that is not a mere dream, or
theory, or Utopia. If he comesshort of
doing this, then he too 13 destined to
prove as great a failure as have all the
rest. It appears that our Cromwell, our
Ciesar, our Peter the Great, has not yet
come, or that he is not to be looked for
in the ranks of organized labor.

The trouble with organized labor ig,
that it is lacking in genius, in heroiem,
in statesmanship or generalship, in its
grasp of the real sitnation. I it had
these, it would find the ways and means
of asserting its rights and compelling the
money-power to respect them. If organ-
ized labor is unable to “ toe the mark,"”
o rige up to the tremulous degeneracy
of the ix:npending1 revolution, it may as
well ignominiously surrender, and dis-
band 1ts forces. “They who would be
free, themselves must strike the blow.”

In the capacity of chief officer of the
Knights of Labor, Mr. Sovereign pro-
claimed, a year or two ago, that "g'he
money-power must be annihilated.”
Of course he holds the same views now;
but he has now come to see that Utop-
ian plans must be abandoned in order to
consummate that grand object. It
would be highly edifying, at the present
critical point in our history, if Mr. Sov-
ereign would explicitly state what plans
are Utopian and what are feasible. The
money-power desire, above all things,
that organized labor—in other words,
the masses—shall adhere to the ballot-
box plan in the future as in the past,
for, as Mr. Sovereign says, the money-
power has demonstrated its ability to
over-reach and dominate the masses
every time, by the ballot box plan.
Must we not infer from this declaration
that the ballot box is one of the Utopian
plans to be abandoned; or, at least, sole
reliance on the ballot-box as hitherto?
What else can we fairly infer? And if
so, what is the alternative to be but
military coercion? Then the question
arigses: Have the friends of reform any
Ciwesars and Cromwells in their ranks.
Bryan is very much a man like Cewesar in
everything excepting military knowl-
edge. He could organize the biggest and
strongest army of any man in this coun-
try if he only had military training and
experience. Hon. Thos. {2 Watson is
another brave and able man, though, as
yet, less known than Mr. Bryan. Sena-
tor Tiflman is another; Governor Alt-
deld is another; E. V.Debs is another;
but all, a8 far as I know, are lacking in
military knowledge, and not yet pre-

ared to be in this rotten republic what
Rznsar was to the rotten republic of

ome.

How to Economize.
BY R. I. CARDO, JR.
It has been written that ‘‘ Political
Economy is a dark science,” while by
others it is not accredited as a science at

all. I do not enter the arena to debate
abstruse propositions. If a man spends
more than he earns, the firat lesson for
him to learn is how to expend less than
he earns, and until this is accomplished,
“How to Economiza” is something in
the nature of how to lift one’s self uver
a fence by tugging at his boot straps.

he thing we call “Bociety,” by vir-
tue of the artificial laws by which it is
governed, is the wage-worker's most in-
veterate enemy in his endeavors to
prudently husband his earnings and fru-
gally disburse them. Hence, in eolving
the problem * How to Economize” there
must be a thorough comprehension of
the helps and hinderances which society
a8 it is constituted, puts in our path-
WAYS.
Man is a social being. To disregard
social obligations is to become a recluse,
and thus are war against one of the
eleval and redeeming laws of his
being. To know how to economize in-
Sarly oty o B peramare

Ply sociel 2
the follies w{n h
whole body of the -
to folly; on the con
deal of common

ch fashion dictates, the |

her face like steel against the extrava-
gances which pride and fashion and folly
ioflict, the lesson “how to economize,”
will never be learned at the home over
which she presides, and the epitaph of
that home may be written as truthfully
when housekeeping begins- as when
eviction for unpaid rent find the family
in the street confrooted by an unsympa-
thetic world, the most crnel sneers com-
ing from those most responsible for the
downfall.

From what bas been gaid, I think the
conclusion follows logically that to econ-
omize involves traits of character which
are found in what the world calls heroes
and heroines ; reformers who have the
moral courage to say ‘“‘get behind me
satan,” and who dare be prudent and
frugal, keep expenditures below in-
comee, and thus begin the accumulation
of capital for future investments. Men
and women who dare be frugal and
forego certain conveniences in the
strength and pride of their manhood
and their womanhood, that later on they
nm‘{ have a home of their own where
children may be reared and taught those
lessone of frugality, which learned in
their youth, exert such a healthfal and
invigorating influence as lies at the
foundation of good citizenship. I say
men and women who have these traits
of character are the heroes and heroines
of thetimes in which we live, and, how-
ever humble their station, are “the salt
of the earth.”

To know how to economize it is not
required to understand banking, rail-
road muanagement, nor, indeed, any of
the great manufacturing establishments
of the country, because, to know how to
economize is not to be an adept in chi-
cane and piracy o prevalentin the man-
agement of such undertakinge. To know
how to economize aman has to be neither
a liar, a thief nor a hypocrite, just sim-
ply one of the honest, hard-working,
painstaking, self-respecting, ‘“common
people.”” He need not be the graduate
of a college or a university. He need
not speak a number of languages, alive
or dead. He need not be learned at all
in the common acceptation of the term.
If he has a fair common school educa-
tion, and is thoroughly posted in the ru-
diments. he is in & position to learn how
to economize.

It is quite probable that a great many
persons who read these papers may say,
“I understand the subject,” and they
doubtless speak truly, because, as I have
endeavored to point out, “how to econ-
omize” is not an abstruse proposition,
but this fact makes it all tge more re-
markable that while many wage work-
ers do understand the subject there
should be so many whose condition
bears testimony that they do not under-
stand the eubject, or, to make matters
worse, if they do, they are entitled to
little sympathy for their impecunious
condition,

To find &8 man who knows how to
economize is to find a man who has de-
vised a plan, however crude it may ap-
pear to others, whereby a surplus nickel
18 made to earn something. It is set to
work—it is made a helper. True, it
can’t do much, but it can do something,
and two nickles can do more in that line
than one nickle.

I have no statistics at hand showin
how many wage-workers in the Unitaﬁ
States and Canada ‘own ir homes.
Nor doeés it matter, there are such wa;
workers in every community, and counld
I interview them, the universal testi-
mon{ would be, that to own a home
involved, at first, no little sacrifice of
comforts and pleasures, together with
some of the necessities of life. The well
defined purpose to own a home having
overcome every obstacle, and while the
pathway was never smooth, por its

rurpose, the habit of economy and the
fruits it bore were always sources of en-
couragement and satisfaction.

I have gaid, in learning how to econo-
mize, the prudent, frugal wage-worker,
if he has a surplus nickel, will inquire
for opportunities to set that nickel at
work to aid him in his economic venture.

Idnm reminded ;ight here, that my
readers may regard my propositions as
trivial. Manifestly, M{rg Efumn, Jno.
D. Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie, Geo.
M. Pullman and other dark spots on the
sun of our civilization, would treat them
as beneath contempt. Measured by the
world’s accepted standard of honesty,
they fly the black ﬂ:g on all the seas of
humble endeavor and are as destitute
of conscience a sheep-eating wolf or a
man-eating tiger.

Instead of deepising the ways of small
things, my purposge is to exalt them, and
carrying out the idea I entered a build-
ing and loan office and asked: “Suppose

or 30 cents a week, what show would he
have in this office to make his surplus
nickles earn more nickels 7"’

The reply war, ““ A man, paying in 80
cents, or 16 nickels a month, wounld be
entitled to a share in this association
for $100, which would maturein 7 years,
when he wounld be paid $100.”

. Then having reeource to my arithme-
tic I discovered, if a workingman paid a
fraction more than a half a nickel a day,
80 cents a month, in reven years he
would have paid in $67.20 and would be
entitled to $100—netting' a profit of
2.80. So much in the way of econom
by investing, not & nickel a day, but
cents a day. All of which may be
trivial, but any rational wage-worker,
zrill, I am pe‘rsu:ged, Jegnd it as the

Hegmin dwons

NEARER MY GOLD TO THERE.
BY F. R, HAYS,

Nearer, oh ! Gold, to thee, '

grade less trying upon the strength of

a workingman could gave 5 cents a day, |
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‘they become trades unionists they are
out of politice—must keep their mouths |

THE RAILWAY TIMES, JANUARY 1, 1897,

e

A F. OF L.

[Cowtixvep vroM First Pack ]

the country. Just how it will work is
not clear, since a trades union implies
that its members have a trade, and if
men who have no trade can be organ-
ized in a trades nunion we gee no reason
why, if membership alone is considered,
the A. F. of L. should not have a boom
of lnrge proportions,
UNION NEWSPAPERS.

Early in the proceedings of the conven-
tion reperters representing newspapers
employing scabs were ruled ount and not
permitted to take notes of the proceed-
ings and publish them for the benefit of
their readers, but since it might be re-
garded as important to give the proceed-
ings the widest possible reading, the
policy of exclusion becomes a debatable
question.

INFELICITIES.

During the deliberations of the con-
vention many infelicities occurred, one
of which resunlted in the retirement of
Mr. Mc¢Craith as secretary of the Feder-
ation, a position he has held for two
years.

HEADQUARTERS.

By a vote of the convention the head-
quarters of the A. F. of L. was removed
from Indianapolis to Washington, D. C;
a city where pomp and pride, official ar-
rogance and plutocracy in all its most
offensive exhibitions holds ungestioned
sway. That guch a locality, where even
the national bureau of labor has learned
the scrape, and bow, and strut of every
other department of the government, is
a good place to maintain and perpetnate
the democracy of labor ig, at least ques-
tionable.

OFFICERS.

The election of officers for the ensuing
year resulted as follows:

President- Samuel Gompers.

First Vice-President - I'. J. MeGuire,
of Philadelphia.

Second Vice-President — James Dun-|

can, of Baltimore.
Third Vice-President
nell. of Chicago.

James )'Con-

Fourth Vice-President — M. M. Gar-
land, of Pittsburg.
Secretary Frank Morrieon, of Chi-

cago.

Delegates to the British Trades Con-
gress—Martin Fox, of Cincinnati, and
George E. McNeill, of Bogton,

FesTiviTies,

From the first day of the convention
Cincinnati was opulent in providing for
the delegates a round of festivities well
calculated to lighten the burdens of
mental depression which the woes of
workingmen impose, and when, amidst
the glow and cheer of music and oratory,
when the toast goes round and gallant
men respond to the smilesof fair women,
the sweat shop is forgotten, and the rep-
resentatives of workingmen, like other
men representing more favored people,
arrayed in their Sunday suits, dance to
merry music, partake of rich viands
and avert their eyes from the skeleton
hand on the wall, writing, not the old
Latin proverb, Labor omnia vineit, but
rather, * Mark Hanna conquers all.”

NASHVILLE.

A number of cities were candidates
for the honor of entertaining the next
annual convention of the A.F. of L.,
but when the votes were counted the
prize went to Nashville, Tenn by a
mammoth majority.

POLITICS AND TRADES UNIONS.

There are those who deplore the dis-
covery of any intimation that organized
labor is drifting into politics, and one of
the number is the editor of the Coast
Seaman's Journal, who believes the “ re-
sult of the recent election is a ground of
hope for the future.” To be cheerful,
to have hope springing eternally under
one's vest, are really good things—to re-
gard defeat as a victory is another factor
of joyfulness. In the late election, says
the C.8.J., “the main question was
between the masses and the classes, and
organized labor was true to the former.
And this without going “into politics
as trades unioniste.” Leaving out of the
question any reference to organizations,
we have men, free men, sovereign citi-
zens whose high prerogatives are to go
into politics; indeed, unless they abdi-
cate their sovereignty as a thing of no
consequence whatever, they are always
in politics; but, it appears, the moment

closed about parties, must cease to be
political partisans, for fear if they assert
their manhood fheir sovereign preroga-
tive to advocate the principles and policy
of one party against those announced

by another party, trades unions will suf- |

fer. Take for instance truste, the colos-
#al curse of the times. A political party—

that their policy is piracy, that they
control the goverment, and threaten the
liberties of the people; and, second,
this trades union will affiliate with the
political party pledged to crush the
curse, such a resolution wounld utterly
destroy that trades union, because its
patriotic action had taken it into poli-
tics. Bat such a disaster could not occur
unless some trades unionist was in favor
of trusts and regarded them as a blessing
to the country—and just how much
benefit such a member would be to
trades unione, only the gods could de-
termine. Labor is profoundly interested
in politics, in legislation, in having in-
famous Jaws repealed and righteous laws
enacted, and if these things ever come
to pass it will be through the action of
gome political party, by politics, and
labor, under whatever flag it rallies,
cannot too soon feel the weight of the
respongibility that rests upon its action.

WORKINGMEN FOR SOLDIERS.

The St. Louis Evening Journal would
like to see workingmen in the majority
in the State militia and in the regular
army., It kolds that “the militia has
been mainly composed of dudes, white-
gloved millionaires’ sons and corpora-
tion toole, kindergarten idlers, ete.,
classes from whom the laboring classes
could expect no sympathy or respect,
and in times of trouble with corpora-|
tions the militia is always over-anxious
to serve the claes to which it belongs, |
regardless of just duty or due considera: |
tion for the contentions of the work-
people.”

The Journal recognizes the fact that a
military organuauou is a mechine and |
must ** obey orders,” but suggests that
while the machine may he ordered to
the scene of a strike to protect property,
it is not required to ‘‘ aggravate the stri- |
kers to violence by intimidating them !
and allowing protected gcabs to taunt
| them into desperation.” And the Jonr-
| nal suggeste, if the military was *‘ com-

| posed of the horny-handed sons of toil, !
| organized labor would receive no euch |
while riot and bloodshed |

| treatment,
| would be less frequent. Workingmen
would recognize in the militia a friend
instead of meeting it with the expeacta-
tion of measuring strength.”

‘ The Juurnal advocates a labor militia,
‘snd remarks that “‘there is nothing to
prevent organized labor from forming
itself or portions of iteell into militia
companies, so that when greedy corpo-
rations demand military
against gtrikers, the strikers would re-
pair to their.armories aud march in
quick time to the scene of their own
contentione. In that way the State
would be at no greater expense and the
men would draw pay for protecting the
property of the persons or corporation
with whom they might be struggling
The mere fact that the setrikers would
turn soldiers on euch occasions would
have & wonderful tendency to make cor-
porations avoid calling on the State for
military force where it was absolutely
needed, which would in a short time
convince corporations that it was
cheaper to treat their employes fairly
than to force them to strike and then
pay them for protecting property during
the trouble.”

The Journal's proposition is immensely
suggestive. It makes it the duty of the
militia to protect property, but to go
slow when it comes to shooting down
strikers.

Just now, there is manifested on the
part of the general government great
solicitude about the militia, called the
‘“State Guard,” which is to be better
armed, for no other gervice under heaven
than to shoot down workingmen when
resisting a policy of robbery and degra-
dation.

It would certainly be a movement in
the direction of peace and justice, for
labor organizations to become at least
semi-military; organize themselves into
military companies and become identi-
fied with the ‘“State Guard.” They
would not have to ‘‘save their money to
buy a gun ;" the shooting iron would be
furnished by the State, and if ordered to
fire, their aim might be g0 accurate as to
miss the target if it was a union work-
ingman contending forkis rights.

BATTLE SONG FOR THE A. R. U,

Up boys, up, fling out our fiag—
We do not banter, we do uot brag—
Be this our hout as days may come :
Our duties shall be nobly done,
Our prineiples shall be our boast,
“‘Herole Men " shall be the toast,
Ohivalric men, whose battle words

. Are keener than Damascus swords.
Valient in the past we've been,
Courageous now &s ever, when
We struck for rights in storm and shine
In the name of Tvuth divine,
Then let us fling our banners high,
With “ Do and Dare," our battle cry,
And then as days and months shall come,
We'll point to viet'ries nobly won,

—A. R. Youman.

and it must be a pollﬁed wty—-h or-| POPPIN QUESTION.
Now,| “Mrs. Wi Mr. Higging, “1
| asked your to marry me, and

flhcrelmdmctoyou." ;
“I'm sure that was very kind of Susie,
alny-wuuduwul;lﬂ.
I hadn’t thonght of

BREVITIES.

California has about 3,000 socialists.
The great Suez Canal cost $114,000,000.

A wiee man don’tknow it all but a fool
does. :

Pretense is a form of lying worse than
the real article.

An ass may be known, not only by its
ears, but by its bray.

If & man wants to double his troublea
let him talk about them.

A rich man without pride would be a
gentleman if he were poor.

Denmark pensions all her subjecte,
male and female, over sixty years of age.

A man possessing a statunesque body
and a deformed soul is a miserable crip
ple.

A man who loves the truth and speaks
the truth is never bothered about theol-
ogies.

Every man can help himself a little
bit, enongh to attract the attention of
heaven.

A mau who fails to recognize merit in
others has none of his own worth men-
tioving.

We hear much about the wings of
time but never a word about its tail
feathers.

protection |

The proprietors of the Kansas City
| Gozette have rat ified, or rodentified,
! their office.

| The weather is a little chilly for sheep
|shearing, but corporations are doing it,
all the same.

The Midiand Mechanic is out once more,
but not on lrail, and may again call a
spade “‘a spade.”
| The United States is merely a ranch
controlled by a syndicate of which Mark
‘\ Hanna is chief.

Greneral Miles reports to the Secretary
of War that “ after the ball, working-
men are quiet.”

The udder which contains the “milk
{of human kindness” should never be
suffered to go dry.

Now that S$3¥S§883 hiave won every
thing needed, the people can follow old
Vanderbilt's advice and be damnped.—
Midland Mechanie,

Cinnamon bark is a production of Cey-
lon, but the cinnamon bear belongs to
the United States.

The question now before the railroad
magnates is, “Can our stocks and bonds
hold any more water? "’

There is not a city in the United
| States that does not have its * Death
Valley” and its Gila monster.

C. P. Huntington, the notorious felon,
managed to carry California for Mark
Hanna by a majority of 2,708,

The San Francisco Star, on the day
after'the late election hoisted the Bryan
flag for president in A. D. 1000.

In the Texas legislature there are eight
Populists and five Republicans, the rest
of the membere are Democrats.

The horse power of Niagara, at least
the American half of it, is now in oper-
ation, manufacturing electricity.

Schlatter, the “healer,” has turned up
again and will preach # Denver, which
he says is the ** New Jerusalem.”

The latest reports state that the Flor-
ida coasts and Wall street are more
than usually infested with sharks.

A man may catch an idea but he can
not keep it from getting away from him,
and it would be worthless if he counld.
A minister receiving a fat salary con-
soles the poor of the world by telling
them ‘‘they will be rich in the next
world-"

New Zealand is the greatest swallow
land in the world. The people of that
country last year paid about $11,000,000
for drink.

If R. G. Dun & Co. are to be accepted
as authority, it is only the hind qusrters
of prosperity that can be seen by the
naked eye.

The Duke of Marlborough, spent $100-
000 of Vanderbilt’s money in entertain-
ing the Prince of Wales at Blenheim
castle, recently.

“Railroad men,” says the Railway Age,
“generally voted for McKinley.” And
now they are waiting to have their
wages advanced.

The tidal wave of prosperity is coming
with such tremendous force that it is
practically impossible to catalogue and
classify failures.

Prosperity, the sort that the plutocrats
want, has come in the shape of an ad-
vance in the price of stocks and bonds,
but not in wages.

Queen Victoria's state coach is twenty-
four feet long and weighs four tons, but
gince 1861 has not appeared on the
streets of London.

Grover Oleveland’s message is said to
be as thin as the film of a soap bubble,
requiring 50,000,000 of umntomuim
thoth!ckmohninch

long in dis gantry ”

which he bought when land was cheap.

The congrees that comes in March 4,

ocrats, 13 fusionists and 12 popnlists,
giving Mark Hanna a majority of 55.

Rockefeller prides himself on being a
student of the Bible, and to his Sunday
school class presents buttons inscribed
with the motto, ‘‘Believe in the Profits.”

A movement iz now on foot by Eu-
ropean capitalists to get control of the
American gold mines, and under Mark
Hanna's administration they will get
them.

Just why it is that the churches can’t
get near the men, when two-thirds of
their members are women is perplexing
to the students of paradoxical proposi-
tions.

Ambassador Bayard recently dined
with the queen of England, and Victor-
ia, who has large possesgions in the
United States, probably talked politics
and shop.

As a means of arriving at a righteous
settlement of a controversy it were bet-
ter for disputants to flip a copper than
to take their case to the United States
supreme court.

The Fargo Labor Journal remarks:
“the Journal believes a man should
have a conviction and stay by it.”
That's the Supreme Court's idea of a
workingman.

We notice a scarcity of concern for
the dear workingmen's welfare recently.
Well, the season for that fruit is past.
Sort of a quadrennial crop, anyhow.—
Lox Angales Labor World.

Kentucky is jubilant over her good
fortune in having a large crop of corn,
which, in view of the fact that Henri
Watterson is home, affords the Corn
Crackers no little consolation.

As an evidence of returning prosper-
ity Pullman has cut the wages of his
employee. The famine king would cut
their throats as readily as their wages if
he could make money by the operation.

This thing of praying for a man when
in trouble may be all right, but when
Christ was upon earth and an ox or an
ass fell into a ditch, he did not instrucs
the people to pull them out with prayer.

A great many people who want to
live after they are dead, and fearing
they will be forgotten, want tombstones
erected to their memory. Moses didn't
have one, and Washington didn't need
one.

“Ha' ha!” eaid the merchant, glee-
fully, to his wife. “I've made $10,000
thie morning.” *“‘I'm just delighted to
hear it,” said the wife. *“ How did you
make such a sum since breakfast?”
“ Marked up prices,” was the reply.

“Dearest,” 8aid wife No. 2, “am I as
dear to you as wae wife No. 17”7 I
should emile,” replied the husband. *I
only paid #10 for her coffin, and I would
pay ten times that amount for yours.”
“Oh, that is so nice of you my dear.”
Mark Hanoa is going to Washington
to open one of the most gorgeous res-
taurants ever heard of in that city. He
will dine and wine the nobility regard-
lees of cost, and will make the entertain-
ing end of McKinley's administration
as brilliant as the tail of a peacock.

The tide of old Time has no ebb in its flow,
It forever goes on—there's none to say “whoa,"”
And kick, if yon will, but you still have to go,
Whither, ah! whither, the gods only know.

But what does it matter ? We're forced to confess
That after all queries 'tis a matter of guess,
Butwhile one pard is left our old hand to press,
We will never fling outa flag of distress.

The Great Northern railroad is to have
a tunnel to do away with the wonderfal
cascade switchback. The tunnel will be
about three miles long, will cost $2,000,-
000, and will be sixteen feet wide and
twenty-three feet high—barely sufficipnt
to let Jim Hillthrough without rubbing,
and with his hat on.

Mr. Francis, Cleveland’s secretary of
the interior, who is a goldbug, but who
sees the dangers ahead which Bryan
warned the people of, says, “If some
legislation is not enacted to check the
growing influence of wealth and circum-
scribe the powers of the trusts and mo-
nopolies there will be an uprising of the
people before the century closes which
will endanger our institutions,

Those railroad men who organized
gold standard clubs and sang,

Yaukee boodle is the tune

Our hosses delight in,

are still looking for an advance in their
wages.

‘“Are you a single mm?" asked a law-
yer of a stolid-looking German on the
witness stand.

“Now you look oud,” was the indig-
nant reply, “‘bud don’d you try to make
no thoke mit me yoost because I vas
green. Do I look like I vas a double
man? Do I look like I vas a Si-mese
dwin? Huh! I vas no fool if T am not

‘Willism Scully,alias Lord Scully,
owns 40,000 acres of land in Kansas,

jimnuud in value ten hundred

1897, will have 204 republicans, 124 dem- |.

A. R. U. NOTES.

Do your duty, boys! More members
and more subscribers is the demand.

Is your capita tax paid, and do you
hold & card of membership for this vear ?

This is a year for active work. Each
member should do his best from the
start.

Start the New Year properly by send-
ing us a subscriber for Tun RafLway
Times.

Let each and every local union get in
shape to be represented at the coming
convention.

Let the work of organizing be ‘pressed
at every point with renewed and ceas-
less energy.

Railway and telegraph employes at

general union.

‘Local unions may be organized with
ten or more members, Fall instructions
given on application,

The passport changes February Ist.
No union with less than ten members in
good standing is entitled to it.

Thie will be an eventfal year for the
order. It will mark the most progres
sive departures in its history.

Some sweeping changes will, no doubt,
be made at the approaching convention
and a progressive policy adopted.

All communications for the A. R, U,
or the RamLway Tives should be ad-
dressed, American Railway Union, Terre
Haute, Indiana.

In the next election we must be united
as one man for the overthrow of the in-
human capitalistic system. Nothing less
will answer the demand.

Fach member should secure a new
member or a subscriber at least once
each month. Do your duty, boys, and
let your consciences be clear.

If Vanderbiit and Huntington can
operate our American railroads for their
own private profit, we the people can
operate them for the public welfare.

President Debs leaves immediately
after New Years for Leadville to assist
the striking miners. .The miners have
made a brave fight and deserve to win.

The competitive system is doomed.
It has wrought its own destruction. All

The members of our order are in line
under the co-operative banner.

The wage system, under which our
members by thousands have been re-
duced to beggary, must go. We believe
the coming convention will declare for
the co-operative commonwealth.

The new constitution takes effect Jan-
uary 1st. Price four cents per copy.
Local unions not yet supplied, should
order at once. Theamendments recently
adopted by direct vote are embraced in
the new edition.

Instead of striking against railroad
corporations to resist starvation wages,
and being locked in jail and shot like
felons, we propose to own and operate
the railroads in theinterest of the peo-
ple. Wewill put half a million railroad
men in line on that proposition before
another presidential election.

A special conventien of the order will
be held in the spring. The exact time
has not yet been decided but will be an-
nounced later. Each union should be
represented, as issues of momentous im-
portance will be presented, and, no
doubt, radical departures made. The
A. R. U. must be made an up-to-date
order in every respect.

Look out forR. J. Kelley, alias ‘‘Bum”’
Kelley, and J. W. Wilson, alias “Tug”
Wilson, the former of New Orleans and
the latter of Chicago. They are now
traveling together and ‘‘doing” the coun-
try. At this writing they are operating
in Illinois and Missouri. Kelley weighs
about 180 pounds,is about 5 feet 6 inches
in height, and has a brown moustache.
He wears an Odd Fellow's badge on the
outside lapel of his vest and an A. R. U.
badge underneath. Kelley robbed our
union at New Orleans, and is a bad man
generally. Wilson is about 5 feet 8
inches tall, wears a black soft hat and a
dark blue overcoat. He has a broken
nose (very flat), and is a tough charac-
ter. He carries blank receipts (both
local and grand) of the Order of Railway
Conductors, and has their secret work
written on note paper which he exhibits
freely when under the influence of
liquor. Both have cards of membership
in our erder and are using them for
vicious purposes. We warn all mem-
bers and the public generally against
these imposters, as they are not only
unworthy of recognition but are iposi-
uvely dangerous to be at large.

TRUSTS
Are highway robbers.
They are public enemies, and have
been so pronounced judicially,

Under the protection of law, or doﬂ

‘ance of law, thoy M et

isolated points can be attached to the

hail the co-operative commonwealth. |

can he marred in appearance by a solled
collar. So will a clean one make the
old uniform look smarter. Latundry bills
ure no longer an obstacle to wenrlnﬁ
clean collars. Wear the *“Celluloid
—waterproof—and clean it yourself as
often us you llke, with o damp sponge or
cloth. The

INTER
collars and cuffs are the
lined goods with a “celluloid” surfuce,
and every plece Is stamped with aboye
trade-mark. They are the most satisfic-
tory, the cheapest and best for railroad
men. Wear siX times as long as linen.
Ask for the genuine “Cellulold” goods
and accept no other, Imitations cannot
give satisfaction, Madein all sizes and styles snd
wold hy farnisbers gomerally, or seot by us direct. Collars
R, onch | cutls 40, pulr, postpald, Hiate size and style,

4 THE CELI.IIID]D COHPANY,

SAPOLIO uﬂm best cleanser

for theso goode.

LINED
enulnc inter-

Deafness Cannot Be Cured

by local .applications, as they cannot reach the
diseased portion of the ear ~ There is only one
way to cure dealness, and that {5 b conldm
uonal remedies. Deafness is caused by an in-
flamed condition of the mucous lining of the
hmuu‘hlnn Tube. When this tube zou fnﬂmed
{ou have a rumbling souna, or riect hear-
ng, and when it is tullnly cl deafness is
the result, and unless the inflammation can
taken out, and this tube restored to its normal
condition, hearing will be destroyed forever;
nine cases out of ten are ca by catarrh,
which is nothing but an inflamed condition of
the mucouns surfaces,

We will give One Hundred Dollars for any
case of Deafness (caused by catarrh) that cannot
be cured by Hall's Catarrh Cure. Send for cir-

culars, free.
F.J. (Hh\l-\' & CO., Toledo, O.
Sold by Druggists, 7
Hall's }nmﬂ\ HH- an the best.

AN INCIDENT.

Great cities tax about everything in
sight to raise money, which the records
show is often stolen or equandered.
Among theee taxation schemes is the
issuing of licenses to permit street vend-
ingof articles. Inoneo6f ourgreat cities
recently, a woman was arrested for sell-
ing without a license. She admitted her
guilt, and was promptly fined $3.00 and
costs, and as she could not pay the fine
was sent to jail. At this juncture a
little girl, the daughter of the unfortu-
nate woman appeared in court, and with
tearful eyes begged the Court to release
her mother. The judge asked the child,
“what did your mother do?” The re-
ply was: “She went out to sell some-
thing, yesterday, because we had no
money in the house and we were hungry.
Father is sick, sir, and we are so poor
that we cannot pay the fine.” Themag-
istrate investigated the case and found
that the poor woman had “eold on the
street one yard of muslin from a basket.”
That was all. For this she had been ar-
rested, fined and imgrisoned. She had
probably secured as much as a nickel
for her “muslin,” which would have
bought & loaf of bread for her hungry
family. The judge who fined her—
Heaven save the mark—did not investi-
gate the case at all. He had no more
mercy in him than a tarantula, but the
other magistrate, after listening to the
pleadings of the child, remitted all pen-
alties and permitted mother and child
to go home. And thisin a city where
one lady, Mrs. J. Pierpont Morgan,whose
husband has been running Grover
Cleveland’s financial end of the govern- -
ment, boasts that her diamonds are
worth a “ million,” Gods! we have a
great civilization.

A VALUABLE HANDBOOK,

To Editors of Reform Papers and Maga-
zines.
A contribution to the labor movement
is soon to appear in the form of a hand-
book which will include the books, pam-
phlets and periodicals which make up
the literature of the movement. To make
the list of newspapers and magazines
complete, each editor ie requested to
send me & copy of his publication anda
statement by letter of the principles
which he advocates. Requests to this
effect have been eent directly to many
papers and answers received ; itis hoped
this notice will reach those who have
not received such letters. Papers stand-
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