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PRIVATE VERSUS SOCIAL. INTERESTS CUBA AND RUSSIA 
The conflict between the private 

and social sector of the economy 
is becoming daily more pronounc
ed. This is evidenced by the cur
rent controversy referred to as 
the great debate. Such outstanding 
names as Wailter Lippman and 
J~hn Ke·nnetb Galbraith, Harvard 
economist, are participants. These 
two are especially outspoken on 
the idea that too much of the na
tional wealth is used up in private 
consumption and not enough on 
public services. The gist of the 
matter is summed up by one writer 
thusly: "There is something wrong 
with a country thait has bigger and 
better tailfins at the same time 
that it has a second-best defense 
posture, a worsening slum prob
lem, dirty rivers and streams, in
adequate health services a n d 
wretched under-financing of edu
cation." 

There is a growi'ng apprehension 
that unless the people are ready 
to forego . some immediate and 
personal consumption needs and 
pleasures and seriously undertake 
the more essential, non-personal or 
social needs America is in for de
feat. 

The contention since Sputnik is 
that the Soviet Union has demon
strated great progress and pace in 
missiles and space research, in sci
ence and education. Moreover, 
that ileadership in those fieldS is 
rapidly falling out of Americ,a's 
hands. In the eyes of the world, 
watching the cold war in its proc
ess and development, it could very 
well mean that communism is 
more virile than capitalism, with 
greater inherent power and mo
mentum. Such growing conviction, 
especially among the uncommiUed 
natio·ns, could well prove disas
trous for Western capitalism. Add 
to above-mentioned already re
corded achievements the economic 
threat, a gap which the Soviet Un
ion is steadily narrowing down, 
and the picture is complete. 

The decline and fall of capital
ism by default, by being surpassed 
or. bested in every major field of 
endeavor is a possibili.lty which 
brings deep anxiety and fear to 
the minds and hearts of the men 
for whom capitalism had no peer, 
For now it is seriously befn.g chal
lenged by a newcomer for social 
hegemony. It is a contest between 
two systems in which social or
ganization will determine the out-

come. 
Capitalist defenders err when 

they attribute Soviet successes to 
its totaHtarian economy. True it 
has a proletarian state, the dicta
torship of the proletariat. True it 
has a centralized planned econ
omy. But that is not the key. The 
under lying basis is the socialist 
character !Of the economy where 
private property and interest has 
been abolished and with it expiloi
tation of labor. It is tfiis classless 
arrangement-which places social 
need over individual profit-that 
lends unity to the nation, gives it 
a "national purpose" of a higher 
type. There is no conflict between 
private and social interest. The 
two interests are integrated into 
a unity for one class only-the 
working class. 

If the workers under socialism 
lil:nit .th~elv:es in Wnsllmer 
goods, i.e .. th~ir .stand'8rd of living, 
to the furtherance of heavy indus
try and defense, i.e. the means of· 
production, it is with the knowl
edge that in the end it ~m result 
in a greater abundance of products 
for ·consumptiJOn, or a very high 
standard of living. This they know 
and are willing to make the sacri
fices for. They know they are in
vesting in a future for themselves, 
for the benefit of everyone, the 
whole of S!OCiety. 

Not so with capitalism. Here the 
system is organized upon private 
property and self interest. The 
motive for production is not use 
or oonsumption.but profit and ac
cumulation. Profits are made thru 
exploiting workers. This results in 
continual class conflict over wages, 
hours and working conditions. The 
ove:r:riding law of capitalism is the 
creation and accumulation of prof
its or surplus-values, to use the 
Marxian terminology. Reacting to 
this strong profit urge they stop at 
nothing, graft, corruption, war. 
Even pay01la and quiz-rigging is 
basically a reflection of ·this gen
eral pattern. 
· In the battle of business com
petition each capitalist or property 
owner is primarily looking to his 
own enhancement. He tries to pre
serve as much of the profits wrung 

(Continued on page 2) 

The recent vdsit of Soviet Dep
uty Premier Mikoyan to Cuba re
sulted in a trade treaty with terms 
ve'ry mvoratble· to Cuba, who will 
receive from Russia a twelve year, 
$100 million credit at the low 2.5 
per cent rate of inteTesi to be used 
in purchasing equipment, mac·hln
ery and materials. The Soviert Un
ion also contraci'ed' to buy one 
mHlion tons of Cu:ban sugar yearly 
for the next fi:ve years at world 
ma:Met prices. 

This was a great victory fur 1Jhe 
Soviet Union rin the era of peace
ful, competitive, coexistence with 
tlhe capitalist world, toward win
ning over the neutral undeveloped 
countries, ,j,ncludirng · the Latin
American. That it was so conced
ed, we gather f:r:om the shocked, 
:frustrated an~r of the U.S. capi
t,atist ruling class, as, e.g., the Chi
cago Sun-Times:-Feb. ·16, editorial, 
headed, "Mikoyan's T·rojan Horse," 
to wit: 

"Vodrka glasS'E;!'S must be clinking 
in the Kremlin over Deputy Prime 
Mrin!ister Miko)lla.n's slick trick in 
Cuba. Unfo:rtuna:tely, the self-con
gratulations are well justi:flied. By 
binding Cruba to Russia in a long
te'l'm pact pro'VIiding for extensive 

· purchases of Cuban sugar and 
$100,000,000 wol"lbh of crredit for 
Cuba's depressed economy, Miko
y·an has materially strengthened 
Russia's economlic and ideological 
pipelines into the hemisphere. 

"Where do we go from here? 
Condemn Prime Minister Castro 
(of Cuba) as an ingrate? He would 
snicker. Embargo U.S. purchases 
of Cuban sugar? Russia would in
crearS'e its own purchases. Sit back 
and wait for Castro or the Cuban 
people to come to their senses? It 
cou:ld be 'a long, long wait. For the 
moment, at least, we seem to have 
Cast,ro right where he wants us." 

· There is also fear express·ed over 
the rumor of a Cuban-Russian 
arms deal (of jet-ftirghter planes) 
and Marguerite Higgins wrrites in 
Chicago Sun-Times, Fleb. 15, that 
tlrls "has created in W·asthington 
the same sense of ·shock ,that must, 
for insiflance, have p1"e'V1ai'led in 
London :ffive yea:r:s· ago when 
Egypt's President Gamal .Arbdel 

NOTICE TO OUR READERS 
. We regret that we had to skip the February issue for lack of funds. 
However, we are thankful to those readers who helped with their con
tributions towards getting out this March issue of the Proletarian News. 

Nasser announced hris arms deal 
with the Soviet 1bloc." However, 
she maintains, there is little to be 
gained by rthe u.s. retaliating 
against Cuba; the State Depart
mel111 experts themsellives pointing 
out that "Castro's deal has merely 
broug1ht to attention the rapid, ir
reversible rise of e:x1trerne nation

. alism rt!hroughout Latin America-
a rise that this country as a whole 
and Congress rin part:icul'ar has 
failed .to flace realistically." 

She mentions some of the early 
"driplomatic mista·kes" of the U.S. 
government, that Of opposing such 
rising ,nationalism ·in India, Bur
ma, Egypt, Iraq, etc., of aJtrtacking 
their neutrralism, of taikirng the po
sition ltihat "·those countries who 
aren't for us wrere agadnst us." 
Since then, she states, the U.S. !has 
conrceded ulndi,a's right Ito oon
ali~Jllment, including the ri:ght to 
invite Russia in to build dams and 
railroads," the result ·being less 
friction between India and the U.S. 

She warns that economic retali
ation against Cuba (such as dis:. 
continuing preferenthil treatment 
to Cuban sugar) could drive "Cuiba 
deeper into Moscow'·s arms." She 
stated that "whatever Washington 
thinks of Castro, i!t does not think 
he is a Communist or that hti!s gov
ernment ·aims at a Soviet style dic
tatorship," but is under no illusion 
that Oastro will turn pro-U.S. 
overnight. 

President Eisenhower (who 
omitted Cuba from his ·Latin 
Ameri,can tour) also stated it 
would be a mis.take to attempt eco
nomic retaliation, and eX1pl"essed' 
concern for its adverse effect upon 
the Cu:ban people. However, he 
failed to men;tion .the ·greatest con
cern of the American capitaLists, 
over tihe effect rit would have on 
their ;investments of close to one 
billion dollars in Cuba. 

It so happens that ever since the 
overthrow of the dictatorial, Wall 
Street supported Batista regime, 
the Cuban ·government of Fidel 
Castro. has instituted long OJVerdue 
reforms, 1/he lowering of ·rents for 
workers :in the cities, the distribu
tion of land to the poor mrrners, 
etc. Cuba had 'been ·chained by 
U.S. imperial capitalists .to a one 
crop, sugar economy (1before the 
revolution) with the resulit' tihat 

(Continued on page 2) 
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when pr1ices declined, field hands 
and $Ugar workers became jobJ.es·s. 
'£he Cuban government is aiming 
at a more balanced economy 
throu~ conf1rs·ca'tion and the divi
sion of the big landed estates. This 
ha~ been denounced as "commu
nism" by the U.S. reactionary cap- · 
italist press. 

Some of the more Liberal ele
ments in the U.S. regret this reac
tionary attitude and are pointing 
out that it i·s not the way to make 
friends of the Cuban people. Mar
guerite Higgins attempts to solace 
the U.S. capitalist ruling class in 
her concluding paragraph, to wit: 

"Besides, trade and aid is a 
sword that can cut two ways. It .is 
often said that communism bleeds 
on poverty. There is plenty of pov
erty in Cuba. If Mikoy,an and his 
bosses want to take the r1isk of 
improving Cuba's living standards 
(and thereby, presumably, helping 

to eliminate the poverty on which 
communism thrives) whose pur
poses is he best serving?" 

Here is our answer to the 
above: Definitely not the pul:'po,se 
of capitalism. The complete elimi
nation of their poverty would re
quire of the Cuban ma.sses com
plete elimina'tion of capitalist ex
ploitation. Until that is done, the 
class struggle persists, the cause of 
all revolutionary movements. One 
thing is certain: Soviet-Cuban 
trade relations will build up good 
will bet•ween the two countries. 
That is ~the real way to make 
friends, not through exploiting, 
but through helping them. Fur
thermore, the Soviet Union's own 
economic and scientific progress is 
bound to convince not only the 
Cuban workers but also the toiling 
masses of the world, of the supe
riority of the commundst system 
over the capitalist. 

A.W. 

THE SWASTIKA RASH 
A rash of swastikas broke out 

in the "democratic" sector of the 
wo:vld,, notably Christian Western 
Germany and the United States, 
as the new year began. Swastikas 
were plastered on houses otf · wor
~p., particularly on synagogues 
and on public buildings. The out
break was compared to such cr~es 
as ro.ck. 'n' roll, hula hoops and 
wall-writing such as "Kilroy was 
here'' and the like. The . swastika 
rash was attributed to juvenile 
delinquents, cranks, pranks and 
other innocent devils. The whole 
eJ?isode was taken lightly, but so, 
too, was Hitler and his gang, in 
its beginning. The rash hasn't 
spread any further, seemingly con
tained, yet it is well to question
Is Fascism dead? 

The swastika is the emblem, the 
flag of fascism. Racial prejudices, 
intolerance, discrimination and 
hate are the beginnings of the jour- · 
ney that ends in gas chambers and 
crematories. There is a direct line 
running from racial prejudices to 
to the death factories. Nazi Ger
many trod that path only a· short 
time ago. Other nations can tread 
it and it is just possible for the 
-reformed capitalist Germany to 
repeat. 

The recent swastika rash strong
ly indicates the LATENT preju
dices existing in the "civilized'' 
minds in the self-styled democratic 
West. That it can· happen here,· in 
freedom loving America, is indi
cated !by the ugly outrages created 
by men, women and children at 
Little Rock· and elsewhere in re
$pect to the Negroes. Racial bias 
~s not innate, it is planted and 
cultivated in the minds of·people 
by interested parties. And who 
are they? What is their :mOtive? 

Extreme nationalism and chau
vinism is a product of capitalism. 
lt is a social weapon in the hands 
of the ruling class. The indoctrina
tion ~f nationalism is imparted 

from infancy up. It is intensified 
in national crises. As in Germany, 
in the thirties and early forties, in 
the .throes of a crisis, the forces of 
propaganda and communication, 
the schools, press, radio and even 
the pulpit, twisted' the otherwise 
intelligent Germans to" accept strict 
censorship, military discipline, 
mass murder and destructi<on for 
the glory of German capitalism. 
German c~pitalism conditioned the 
nation's mind to accept Nazism 
and its horrors at home and abroad. 
Capitalism egged its citizens on to 
"do their duty fm the Fatherland." 

The current unparalleled pros
perity is surface deep. An inner 
feeling of insecurity and frustra
tion is ticking away. All is not 
well. By comparison with past 
decades, the current standard of 1 

living with its shining cars, growth 
of home ownership and the like, 
people should be happy, but they 
are. not. A feeling that it is all 
temporary prevails. The social 
climate is cloudy and uncertain. 
The swastika rash is symptomatic 
of that insecurity, the striking 
blindly for an answer. 'I'be capital
ists may feel safe at such blind 
reactions but are they? 

InternaHona:l tension. has- ·been 
with us since the early· 19301s-'
the rise of Hitlerism, World War 
Two, the Communist Revolution in 
China, the Korean War and ·.the 
Cold War between capitalism and 
growing communism. As if that 
isn't enough, the development of 
atom and hydrogen bombs threat
ens the very existenee of human
ity. The inner feeling of insecurity, 
the frustrations, lends itself to 
demagogic solutions and the swas
tika rash. Scape-goa:ting is easier 
than hard thinking for genuine 
answers. 

Superior and inferior race ideol
ogy is a product of class divisions 
in society. Propertied social orders 
"Qreed such c<la:ssifications as an 
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out of the workers' hides as pos
sible. 

A part of it he individually 
consumes. Another, he reluctantly 
turns over to the government as 
taxes. Despite his knowledge of 
how useful and necessary the state 
is for the maintenance of the safe
ty of the · capitalist arrangement, 
of the necessity of roads and com
munications f or business, of 
schools and education for a trained 
and literate worker, the feeling is 
that these ar'e social expenses for 
the ultimate !benefit of the capi
talist class as a whole. This clashes 
with his immediate interest which 
digs into his pocket. Herein lies 
the reason for the constant gripe 
against higher taxes and circum
vention. A good section of the cap
italists is thus opposed 'to more 
government oontrol and spending. 

It is the conflict between the indi
vidual capi·talist interest and the 
social interests of the capitalist 
class as a whole. This contradiction 
plus others serve as a check upon 
the development of the production 
forces that in the end must give 
way. Planning and concentrated 
activity is logically impossible un
der conditions of profit-production 
and class conflict. 

If as Lippman and the others 
contend that the "trouble with 
American society is that we devote 
too much of our resources to in
creasing an already affluent level 
of private consumption, and too lit
tle to public services of all kinds," 
(N.Y. Times, Feb. 9) then it should 
be added, that there is no real 
solution to that problem other than 
what socialism can and is doing. 

R. Daniels. 

A LOOK AROUND 
PLAY ON WORDS: Word is go

ing around about a nick-name for 
one of the experimental rockets 
now under test by the U.S. Gov
ernment. The rocket's nick-name 
is "Civil Service" because it wo.n't 
work, it can't be fired and it's 
costing the taxpayers a great dt.:al 
of money. 

THOSE YEARS AHEAD: Read 
an article in the local newspaper 
entitled, "Retirement Puzzle'' and 
the sub-title read, "What If You 
Can't Afford Forced Rest?" Seems 
the lady in question had to count 
her pennies to the point she 
couldn't: 1-subscri'he to maga
zines she 10nce enjoyed. 2-stopped 
buying newspapers (even confess·· 
ed to picking up a newspaper off 
a park bench). 3-gave up all her 
organization memberships because 
she ·couldn't afford the dues. 4-
couldn't even afford to volunteer 
for charitable 'Qrga.nization's work 
because of transporta1:io.n costs. 
5-couldn't do a thing for a week 
after taking an out~of-town friend 
on a boat ride around Manhattan 
with lunch thrown in for $2.50. 

upper, the propertied class, and .a 
lowE:r, the laboring . class. Olass 
hatred is an offspring of such divi
sion. Race, religious and national 
classifications are detours ·to get 
the suffering da.ss, ~the lower or
ders off the track of the main issue 
and struggle. Racial bias has ever 
'been used by. a ruling class to di
vide and rule the lower class. It's 
an old trick and seems to work 
for periods. 

No matter what the color of 
skin, shape of nose, religious he
lief, or national_ origin, men have 
a common anatomy, a common 
physiology, a common psychology. 
They have the same basic econom
ic needs and are conditioned by 
environment. As Shakespeare had 
Shylock say in the Merchant of 
V~nice: "Have npt a Jew eyes? 
hath not a Jew hands, organs, di~ 
mensions, senses, affections, pas-

6~had to give up the theater (for 
which she said she lived) except 
when someone took her. 7-can't 
afford a TV set even though 
friends tell her it is a good substi
tute for all the other things she 
can no longer afford. 

The list can go and on to include 
such things as breakage of house
hold effects, care of teeth, replace
ment of eye-glasses, etc., etc. . .. 
in short this retired teacher re
ceived a letter from the National 
Retired Teachers Association 
which stated in part: "Congratula
tions to you on your retirement 
and welcome to the years of your 
self-fulfillment with all their pos
sibilities of rest and work, fun, 
service, and travel and the joys 
of your own garden and your own 
fireside." 

This retired teacher is having a 
little trouble living up to the land 
of dreams described in the letter 
quoted above. Need we say more? 

A GOOD BOOK: Now and then 
we. are forced by sheer weight of 
value to quote a few lines from a 

(Continued on Page· 4) 

sions? fed with the same food, hurt 
with the same weapons, subject 
to the same disease, healed by the 
same means, warmed and cooled, 
by the same winter and summer, 
as a Christian is? If you prick us, 
do we not :bleed? if you tickle us, 
do we not laugh? if you poison us, 
do we not die? and if you wrong 
us, shall we not revenge? If we 
are like you in the rest, we will 
resemble you in that." 

· Human behavior, regardless of 
skin color, shape of nose and other 
such , trivi•alities is determined 
largely by social :£0<rees. The sdcial 
setup is more influential than the 
characteristics of skin color and 
such in determining the way of 
life of peoples. Racial myths, forti
fied with violence and hate did 

.. not help Hitler and his gang to 
prevail. The neo-Hitlerites are 
destined for his same end. L.B. 
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A Question of. Security 
What every worker desires most in life is 

economic security, i.e., a steady job with wages 
sufficient for- the needs of himself and his 
family.· Although he would like also the high
est standard of living that is possible, never
theless, he wants to be guaranteed at least the 
basic necessities of life: food, shelter and 
clothing. But can capitalism guarantee him 
such permanent security? It is our contenUon 
that capitalism cannot, because it is a system 
that exploits labor for profit, and is periodi
cally hit 'by the economic crisis of overproduc
tion. For further proof let us see how it 
functions today. 

The Labor Market 
The Department of Labor announced on 

Feb. 11th that employment dropped by 1,900,
. 000 from December to a January total of 

64 020 000 American workers holding jobs. 
' ' Despite this drop, described a,s seasonal, the 

J anua:ry total of employed was considered a 
"record" as compared to previous year·s. How
ever it was admitted that it included 266,000 

' workers from Alaska and Hawaii for the first 
time, otherwise the total employed would have 
been ~lower !by that amount. 

The Labor Department also reported that 
~nemployment rose by 572,000 to a total of 
4,149,000. This amounted to 5.2 per cent of 
the labor force, as compared to 6 per .cent job
less a year ago. It was explained tha.t the 
reason the rise in unemployment was not 
as large as the drop in employment was be
~use many of those holding jobs in December 
did not look fo:r work after losing ·them, e.g., 
such people as housewives and students. The 
Labor Department counts as unemployed only 
those who do not have a job but are still 
looking for one. 

However, the report did not reveal the fig
ures as to how many of the older unemployed 
workers stopped looking for jobs after becom
ing discouraged when employers refused to 
hire them, preferring younger workers. It is a 
well known fact that the unempJoyed workers, 
45 year~ of age or over, find it difficult to get 
jobs because of this discriminatory practice by 
the employers. There is no economic security 
f<fr U1enl, especially after they have exhausted 
tlieir unemployment compensation or savings. 
They have even /been denied "county relief," 
the paupers' pittance, on the score that they 
are still "able-bOdied" and should be "avail
able for work" since they are not "totally dis
abled."' 

Unemploynient is here to stay. Ever since 
the business recession of 1958 when estimates 
ran as· high as 7 million unemployed, it never 
get under the 3 million jobless mark, even with 
the business pick-up of 1959. This did not 
worry the big caprt·alists; in fad they preferred 
to have a few millions unemployed, with which 
to use as a lever to keep down the wage de
mands of those workers still on the job. 
- As we note, the unemployed have now in
creased to 4,149,000 (the official figures). What 
are the chances of t~ese jobless workers be
coming rehired? Very poor indeed! Due t<> 
the rapid technological dev~lopment, automa
tion in industry, macilines and electronic de
vices have taken their place. The battle of · 
~ompetition had compell~ the capitalists to 
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cut their cost of production, especially the 
wages item, by continuing to replace men with 
machines. In so doing, tpey have created two 
kinds of surpluses: surplus labor (the jobless) 
and surplus products. 

We recall how in the previous year the 
!business pick-up resulted in an overproduction 
of commodities, particularly steel, thus again 
threatening a business slump. But then came 
the steel workers' strike in the summer of 
1959. At first it was welcomed by the steel 
corporation capitalists, who saw in it a chance 
to do two things: 1st, to counter the wage 
demands of the workers, thereby weakening 
their union, and 2nd, to sell the surplus steel 
at a handsome profit through the "scarcity" 
created. However, when the strike reached its 
116th day, the capitalists, fearful of the com
petitive imports of foreign steel, were eager 
to settle it. But, so were the workers, who 
by then had already exhausted their savings 
and were facing pr-ivation. · 

We also remember how the steel corporation 
capitalists complained about the "unfairness" 
of the strike settlement to them, of its possible 
inflationary effect in view of the wages being 
increased, and they threatened another rise 
in the price of steel. But, since then, the steel 
corporations have reaped a greater profit than 
ever before without raising the price of steel. 
So productive have been the workers that in 
one month alone, January, they produced over 
12 million tons of steel, which was a record 
achievement. Steel production at present is at 
a high of around 95 per cent of capacity, and 
estimates of 70 million tons of steel for the 
first half of this year have been predicted. 
Thus, again, it is being produced faster than 
it can be sold. There is talk of curtailing pro
duction even before this ~onth runs out. That 
would again mean the laying off of thousands 
of workers from their jobs. And now it wHl 
be labor's turn to compl&in: "how unfair!" 

But overproduction has hit the whole of the 
nation's economy. The gross national product 
for 1959 was $479 billion, and this year it is 
running at ahigher rate, at $510 billion. This 
makes some capitalists very happy, but dealers 
are complaining of unsold products, especially 
autos. Already there have been reports of 
cutbacks in the automobile industry, e.g., the 
General Motors' Buick division down to a 32-
hour week. It won't be long before mass lay
offs occur of auto workers, an unsavory ph_ase 
of the "American way of Hfe" that they had 
experienced many times before. 

Capitalism cannot solve this problem of the 
recurring economic crisis of overproduction 
and its consequence: mass unemployment. The 
so-called present prosperity is being partly· 

. propped up by the annual expenditure of ap
proximately: $40 billion for "defense" (the 
armed forces). Then there are the govern
ment's "public works,'' road-building,''hotising 
projects, etc., so reminiscent of tlie"WPA,_' of 
the Big Depression era of the 1930's. But this 
depression lasted around 10 years, in spite of 
all F.D:R/s New Deal government efforts. It 
took World War Two to restore prosperity, 
with production for destruction during the ~ar; 
and later, in the p6st-war period, reconstruc
tion of the devastated economy of the capitalist 
nations involved in the war. 

The United States was' the most fortunate 
in escaping the destructive effects of the war 
and emerged the wealthiest capitalist nation 
in the world. She had enjoyed an unparalleled 
period of prosperity·in. her ·history, during the 
war and post-war years, a period lasting almost 
20 years. This was ibound to have its effect, 
especially. on the "intellectual" defenders of 
capitalism (writers, professors, etc.) who now 
contend that this continuous prosperity has re
futed the Marxist tenet of the recurring eco
nomic crisis of capitalism. However, they over
look or minimize ·the business recessions. 

They also contend that the "'Yell-fixed" 
American workers do not consider themselves 
as "exploited proletarians" but as members of 
the "middle class," and therefore will not re-_ 
spond to the Marxian rallying cry and solution 
viz., a revolutionary working class struggle to 
overlhrow the capitalist ruling class, the taking 
over of the means of production under collec
tive ownership through a working class State; 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

However, the Marxists are quick to point 
out that American capitalism's 20 year period 
of so-called prosperity was just a brief mo
ment of time, from the historical viewpoint. 
There is, of course, no denying that the Amer
ican workers are not responding, as yet, to the 
Marxian revolutionary message. One must qlso 
admit that some of them are so "well fixed'' 
that they have a "home with patio; two cars, 
and a swimming po·ol,'' and even the vast ma
jority are getting by, "with 3 meals a day· 
and a place to flop." Furthermore, the workers· 
have be~n subjected to capitalism's coercive' 
propaganda (a fitting caption for a satirical 
sketch), to wit: "Be loyal to your BGlss, yo-q 
never had it so good." 

Nevertheless, once hit hard eno~gh wit.h the 
inevitable "boom, bust" periods of capitalism, 
especially like the big "bust" of the 1930's with 
its peak of 17 million jo~less, the American: 
workers are bound to respond and arrive at 
the same conclusion that the Russian and Chi
nese workers did: that any system that can't 
guarantee the masses real security, is only fit 
to be overthrown. 

Of course, the capitalist ruling class does its 
utmo.st"to prevent its revolutionary overthrow. 
One of the measures used is "feeding the hun
gry masses." TOday it is highly systematized .. 
But the so~called "social security" is really for~ 
the capitalists, security against a revolution, • 
The retired aged workers trying to live off the 
~nsion .that goes by. that name soon ,discover: 
that it was designed :not so much to prolong, 
their existence hut to shorten it. 

'fhe ·Decline ·in Union Membership 
Another method used by the capitalists goes' 

by the name of "keeping· labor in its place;". 
aimed against all workers' organi~ations includ
ing the unions. As a result there has been ac 
seri'<>us decline in total union membership, 
from 17,500,0.00 in 1956 to 17 million in 1958,· 
a loss of 500,000 members. It's a faet that many' 
members dropped out of the AFV-CIO · and' 
other unions when they became jobless and 
were not rehired because machines had taken 
their pl'ace. But the labor unions faiied to· 
make· good the loss through organizing the~· · 
unorganized, mainly because of capital's oppo;.~· 
sition. There was a revival of the old time. 
practice of the· employer · firing· any worker 
who attempts to·organ~ze his fellow workers in 
the open shops. Also the· enforcement of cap
ital's "righf to work laws" was productive of: 
many· unfair labor practices against workers 
and their unions. Btit the picture of 'capitalism 
being in a prosperous enough 'position· to grant. 
working conditions and wages to the unorgan
ized· workerS in 'some industries, comparable· 
to those in a union: shop; had more• to do with 
keeping workers from f<orniing' or joining a' 
union than any other factor. 

Finally, the'uhion leadership also is to blame 
for the decline. Not only the racketeering offi
cials but the so-called "honest 'leaders," Meany, 
Reuther and Co. who ·have been cooperating 
with capitalism in expelling left-wing union 
members. 

Nevertheless, slow as the workers' rev(:)lU· 
tionary movement is in the United States, 
changing conditions will -favor its gvowth. To 
the left is the direction; to the day when the 
workeQY will wake up and get rid' of all theit 
misleaders and·exploiter,s. -AI Wysocki. 
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SCIENa AND. SOCIETY 
In science, the i:dea is often 

:firmly held that ·current knowl
edge takes •the place of and super
sedes aU the ~know1dge of the past. 
While futur·e discoveries may 
make present knowledge obsolete, 
for the present moment <it is the 
best available. All that was useful 
in t'he earlier knowledge has been 
!i.noorpor.a<ted tin the present know l
edge, 'and what is omitted was the 
mistakes of ignorance. 

Yet t!he history of science has 
shown that concrete relaltions ex
ist <between the 'advancement of 
S'cience and society. The under
st,anding of these relations will ul
timately benefit society itself by 
making possible the maximum 
use of science.and thereby increas
ing the matertal wel:tlare of sooie'ty 
·as •rapidly ·and ·as completely as 
possible. 

What are the historical relation
ships which e:ldst between science 
and society? 

The DiaLectical and Historical 
Matei':i!alism, Which Marx founded, 
discovered <that science had its 
humble ibeg.innings in certain skills 
developed by early men in their 
attempts 1to control forces of na
ture, and to oroer <their social li:l!e. 
'I1hese also were the general forms 
of the many attempts of man to 
solve specific social needs such as 
shelter, food, and transportation. 

'11he s1tep by •step development of 
man's pr·act:ioal :activity f·rom the 
lower ;stages to !h.d:gher stages, :tlrom 
the elementary to the adrvanced, 
from ltl:le one sided to the many 
sided was accompan1ied by <an in
creasing knowledge of nature 
which was itself ooience. Science 
be:g·an when man ,a;ttemp1ed to t•est 
his ·theories of n!a!ture with prac
tical activity. Thus, magic became 
transformed into science. 

The aggregation of these pro
ductive forces forms the economic 
structure, the real basd!s on which 
the juridical 'and •political super
structures ral'!e raised. 

The defini<te forms of social con
sdou~ness 'also ·correspond ito :this 
basis on to the ·basis of earlier his
torical periods. 

The method of production of 
mater.ial existence conditions the 
social, political and intellectual 
process of the life of society. 

It is not the ·consciousness of hu
man beings which determines 
their consciousness. At a certain 
·st·a,ge of its development the ma
terial productive fol'ces of society 
come into antagoni:sm with the ex
isting production relationships or 
wifh the proper-ty relationships 
within which they have hitherto 
developed. 

From being forms of productive 
forces the productive relation•ships 
are transformed into fetters of 
those forces. Then follows the pe
riod of social revolutions. With the 
change of bases there occurs a 
tl'ansformat<ion ,throughout the 
enormous super-structure. 

In each epoch the level of natu
ral ·science is determined in the 
last analysis, by the level of devel
opment of forces of production. 
However, natural science, :being a 
part of 'the superstructure, is ba
sically influenced iby other parts of 
the superstructure, especially phi
losophy and religion, ·and at the 
same rtime exerts in its turn an in
fluence on the development of the 
means of production. As <a result 
of these reciprooal relations the 
his<tory of natural science and its 
contemporary struc,ture are ex,. 
tremely complicated. 

. ·Science differs from other pro
fessrons in ·that it may not pay off 
immedi;aiely. A lawyer can plead 
or give a judgment, a doctor can 
cure, a minister can conduct mar
riage or give a spiritual · consola
tion, an engineer C<an design a 
bridge or 'a washing machrin~H 
are commodi<ties and services 
which people are rwHling to pay for 
on the spm. Sc·ienrtists, however, 
ha~ve had. to find other me,ans of 
support. 

¥ery early :in history, a•s early 
as in :the Alexandria of Alex
ander the Great, science !became 
a subsidized a f f a ir . Patrons, 
whether wealthy individuals, uni
versities, corpora:tions, or ·a depart
ment of state, perform the function 
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of provid~ng the money on which 
the scientists must live and which 
will enable rh±m :to 'carry on his 
work. The patrons in return want 
to have a say in what is actually 
done, especially if <the patron's ul
timate object is commereial advan
~a·ge or mi1i1tary success. Even if 
the patron is only operating from 
pul'e 'bene•volence or in pursuit· of 
prestige or 'advertisemen<t, he will 
want spect·acular result's and yet 
results which are not too disturb
ing <to his ideology or way of life. 

Under ·capitalism the scientist 
must gener.ally convince his pa
tron that what he is working on 
will pay off. For capitalism the 
rejection of all hut immediately 
useful science leads to useless 
gadgetry if not ·bombs, missiles 
and militJary production as the 

· most advanced and utiHzed form 
of the science. FTee medicine and 
education which ought to be the 
triumph of political science are 
regarded as impossible. Automa
tion appears as the golden egg 
which threatens to rupture <the 
capitalistic 'goose which lays it. 

-In Sodalisrt •societies today the 
function of the patrons is taken 
over iby the organs of popular gov
ernment at <all levels, from the 
:factory or f·arm labora<tory fo the 
academy institute, and the relation 
is drastically changed ,in the proc
ess. 

In our days the Soviet Union, its 
peaceful policy, its ·greatt successes 
in the developmenrt of science ·and 
technology, and especially the Sov
iet cosmic roclkets and artificial 
satellites o:rb~'Ping around the 
Earth and the Sun are attmc:ting 
gene,ral .at1ention throughout the 
world. All progressive - minded 
people on our planet admJire the 
unprecedented accomplishments of 
SoVii,et scientists. 

This success has· been achieved 
thanks to 'the socialist system. Un
der social:ism there are no barriers 
to scientific progress to be found 
in the productive relations. Twen
•ty-four years ago Konstantin Tsiol
kovsky, the founder of Soviet space 
rocketry, Wi'ote to •the Central 
Commit,tee of the Communist 
Party: 

"All my life I have dreamed of 
using my efforts to help mankind 
make some little advance at least. 
Befo~e the Revolution my dream 
could not come true. It was the 
October Revolution alone that 
brought reeognition 'to my labor, 
which :is that of a self-t,aught man. 

"I give all my work in aviation, 
rocketry and interplanetary travel 
to the Bolshevik Party and the 
Soviet power, the genuine leaders 
of human cultural progress. I am 
confident tha't they will bring this 
work to a successful conclusion." 

This wish of the sci:entist has 
come true. Soviet science is en
riching mankiind with more and 
more discoveries. Tsiolkovsky's 
great dr.eam of interplanetary 
communication is increasingly 
close to realization. 

This g·reat success is due to the 
f,act thai a rsocialist gover.nment 
C·an and does <take a long-term 
view; the work of 'SCientists is rec
ognized as intrinsically valuable. 
Their support and the furthering 
of their work ris of prime impor
tance on national and local budg
ets. In return ltl:le 'SCientists are ex
pected to · understand their social 
responsibility, which is to co-oper
ate in :the plans f:or a better soci
e1y, and so to order their work as 
to get the best results on both a 
long-term and short term 'basis. 

The success of this plan is the 
triumph of mankjnd through 
socialism. 

A. St. Maur 

A LOOK AROUND 
(Continued from page 2) 

current hook to prove a point. The 
book is "Inside the Khrushchev 
Era" by Guiseppe Boffa (publl:shed 
by Marzani & Munsell) and he 
says, among many other interest
ing things: 

at all times. Even cost accounting 
can take place on a vaster scale 
with ·consequent economies, since 
industry as a whole is organized. 
Enterprises can be more special
ized, because certain · kinds of 
production can be concentrated 
and because co-operation can more 

"The great advantage that so- easilly he maintained between 
cialism has i·s that it is a more branches of industry. On the psy
rational system because it corres- chological level the Socialist sys
ponds to the modern, complex tern benefits from another great 
methods of production that so im- stimulus-the individual participa· 
peratively require planning. Pri- tion of its members, collective com
vate enterprise cannot plan for the· petition, the creative initiative of 
whole economy, and that is why, millions of people, all of whom 
in wartime, capitalist governments have a direct stake in increasing 
must step in and do the overall the wealth of the community. This 
planning and control of produc- mass enterprtse, substituted for 
tion. Socialist economies-with no private enterprise, is not only a 
crisis of production, no depres- privilege of the system but a ne
sions, nro 'recessions- can utilize cessity, and it guarantees its effec-
resources to the greatest advantage tive functioning." L.D. 

The Proletarian Party of America, since its inception in 1920 has 
steadfast!~ pointed out the necessity of abolishing capitalism, the sy~tem 
that exploits labor, and replacing it with the new social system of col· 
lective ownership of the industry-mills, mines, railroads, factories 
and such-through the ~stablishment of a working class State the 
revolutionary political rule of the vast majority. We urge all the ~ork· 
ers, who see the need for such a classless society of peace and plenty 
to become members of the Proletarian Party. ' 


