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mail call

Dunham Shows How

NEw Masses: Because I am one of
many who are excited about what Man
A gainst Myth, by Barrows Dunham, has to
offer progressive and Communist readers,
I was especially interested in Dr. Selsam’s
review of it [NM, May 27]. Although in
the main I do not take exception to what he
says, I find that the tone of his praise pro-
duces the impression that it is a book one
can take or leave. (Maybe one can, but I
think one shouldn’t.) Others of my friends
and acquaintances would, I’m afraid, agree
with him. That may be why they returned it
to the Book Find Club unread, stating that
after looking over the chapter titles they
discovered they were already familiar with
the material.
I think they were mistaken to do so, and
I think Dr. Selsam might have stimulated
greater interest among progressive and
Communist readers had he put across
the fact that Dunham is a wooer as well as
a challenger. Specifically, Dunham does a
good deal more than a debunking job, and
he’s winning friends and influencing people
in the right direction not just because he
knows many of the right answers. He helps
improve one’s own technique for doing
same.

Words like “witty, penetrating and satiri-
cal” have lost much of their positive mean-
ing today, particularly as they occur in book
reviews. And expressions like “zeal for turn-
ing phrases and playing upon” words” sug-
gest a talent for cleverness rather than
sincere ability for down-to-earth commu-
nication, a pretty wonderful quality which
distinguishes Dunham’s book. He does not
slip up on the reader, but actively exercises
his talent for putting his subject matter
within reach. By the use of living language,
contemporary or familiar image, and by
direct approach, he helps expel the feeling
of frustration so often accompanying the

_ reader who is trying to learn how to apply

a new and intricate theory to some of the
many daily problems posed by capitalism.

By his modesty, remarkable clarity, and
avoidance of cliches, he not only engages
his reader’s close attention but succeeds in
stirring him. (My copy of the book is prac-
tically worn out from passing hands two
months after publication.)

It would have helped the less well-m-
formed reader had Dr. Selsam indicated
why he finds Dunham’s “putting together of
Spinoza, Hume, Marx and Whitehead . . .
bewildering,” and why he finds Dunham’s
“statement of his philosophic indebtedness

. too eclectic and personal to be meaning-

ful.” Offhand, the passage in Dunham’s
preface to which Dr. Selsam refers seems
understandable and unsurprising. Also it
would have helped had Dr. Selsam given
clearer leads as to why he took issue with
Dunham’s ethical theory and conception of
philosophy.

I cannot argue these pomts because they
are outside my present knowledge. But I
can argue why it seems to me urgently
necessary for us to take a book that talks
as straight as Dunham’s, not leave it because
of what it fails to offer, or because, at first
glance, it seems to repeat something we
know. For a long time now we’ve been
talking about how better to integrate our
political understanding with the grass roots
from which we came. Barrows Dunham’s
first book is one which helps show how.

M.A.R. .

New York.

Information on Debs

To NEw Masses: I am now revising my
biography of Eugene V. Debs, which
received a major award in Essay in the 1947
Hopwood Contest in Creative Writing, and
would greatly appreciate any information
about persons or libraries who might possess
pertinent data, whether » diaries, letters,
printed material or reminiscences. I will be
touring the East in the autumn, and would
like to interview any persons who knew
Debs. My address is 604 Madison Court,
Ann Arbor, Michigan.
RaymonD S. GINGER.

Ann Arbor.
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JUSTICE

TAKES
A HOLIDAY

Thomas mlssed some cues, the jury had balked, but
the Dennis trial farce ended according to script.

By VIRGINIA GARDNER

Washington.

N FRONT of the District Court
I Building in Woashington' stands

one of the earliest statues made

of Abraham Lincoln — and nearby
is a dreary little “ornamental” pool,
its waters filthy, where little Negro
children wade these summer days. It
is symbolic of the Jim-Crow system
characterizing all of Washington life,
for the parks'and swimming pools of
Washington are not for all. Unless
your skin is white you are confined to
playgrounds and pools (a total of two)
for colored only.

But Negroes do serve on juries in
the District. Not that there were any
on the jury which found three Negro
youths guilty of first-degree murder
recently, so that they will die in the
electric chair as mandatory here in
such convictions—one of them eighteen
and one nineteen years old. But they
do serve, and it happens that there
were six Negroes on the jury which
convicted Eugene Dennis, general sec-
retary of the Communist Party, of
contempt of Congress—and the rea-
son the jury was out five hours and
forty-five minutes, not counting thir-
ty-five minutes for lunch, was because
two Negroes courageously held out
for acquittal.

A member of the jury told me about
it. “We took about a dozen ballots,”
he said. “The first ballot was six to
four for conviction (two not voting).
The second ballot, it was ten to two.
It stayed that way all afternoon. The
two were Negroes—one of them was
the shabbiest dressed on the jury, with
holes in the seat of his trousers.”

Half the members of the jury were

4 @

government workers. The defense had
moved to request that all be challenged
for cause, or ruled out by the court as
jurors, on the grounds that the Presi-
dent’s Loyalty Order created an at-
mosphare of intimidation in which
none could give an impartial verdict.
The motion was overruled by Justice
David A. Pine.

For more than an hour after the
court called in the jury for the so-
called Allen charge — a method of
whipping the minority in line which
has been approved by the Supreme
Court and is frequently used—the
jury still held out. This is a charge
by the judge urging that if nine per-
sons on the jury have reached agree-
ment, whether for conviction or ac-
quittal, the other three conscientiously
try to arrive at a unanimous verdict.
It was five minutes before six o’clock,
and defense counsel’s hopes were rising
when a report was circulated—unveri-
fied, it is true — that the court had
asked that the jury be summoned at
six o’clock. But at five minutes before
the hour{ a rap was heard on the jury
room door. A verdict had been
reached.

“If it hadn’t been for the Allen
charge,” a court attache told me freely
later, “that would have been a hung
jury.”

Dennis, on trial. for “willful de-
fault” because instead of answering a
subpoena issued by the Un-American
Committee to appear April 9 he sent
a letter explaining why he would not
appear, stood erect to hear the verdict
read. He remained standing, calm,
his face more expressionless than the

jurors’, as the jury was polled. One
man had to be asked to repeat what
he said, so faint was his “Guilty” as
he apparently dragged it forth.
Because Assistant US Attorney John
W. Filhelly asked for increased bail
and it could not be arranged until later
in the evening, Dennis was handcuffed
to a bailiff and escorted out. He re-
mained nonchalant during this proc-
ess. Immediately after the jury had
filed out he had warmly shaken the
hands of his attorneys, smiled the
smile which had so frequently broken
through while Chairman J. Parnell
Thomas was on the witnéss stand and

even while Fihelly was summing up

for the jury.

R. FiHELLY, whose Boston ac-

cent and Georgetown Univer-
sity. background do not alter his re-
semblance to a police sergeant, particu-
larly where his neck bulges over his
collar,in the back, told the jury in
quavering tones that this was the case
of “the United States of America
versus Eugene Dennis” and “one of
the most important cases” in history.

Almost with a sob he reminded that

the court had opened with the words,
“God save the Court of the United
States.” With reverence, even tender-
ness oozing from his voice, he read
over the names of the members of the
Un-American Committee and re-
minded them that Eugene Dennis had
defied that committee. “God help the
day when he or anyone else can get
away with that—if I may use the lan-
guage of the street,” he said pomp-
ously.

Only once did Louis F. McCabe
of Philadelphia, retained by the Civil
Rights Congress to defend Dennis, in-
terrupt him. Apparently confusing the
defendant with the witness, Rep. Vito
Marcantonio (ALP, N. Y.), Mr.
Filhelly devoted much of his summa-
tion to an attack on Marcantonio.
Only when he said “I’m sure Mar-
cantonio shall get a fusillade of Com-
munist votes” did Mr. McCabe ob-
ject, and the court sustained the ob-
jection, reminding Mr. Fihelly the
Communist Party was not on trial.
At one point, his voice shaking, Mr.
Fihelly spoke aghast of “Marcantonio,
properly dressed for the occasion with
his red tie,” who ‘“‘shook hands with
the defendant,”- and a reporter at the
press table gingerly fingered his red
tie and smiled covertly.

So skillful had been Mr. McCabe’s
questioning of Rep. Marcantonio that
through his testimony the defense got
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in the record what the judge had de-
nied in questions put to Chairman
Thomas — that the Un-American
Committee had blasted the Southern

* Conference for Human Welfare on

the eve of Henry Wallace’s recent
speech here under Conference spon-
sorship.

“Marcantonio said they were going
to send their men to spy,” spluttered
the prosecutor ineptly.” “If that was
spying, I don’t know what it is—just
to be there through representatives to
see what happens.”

And .while regretting that “they
brought in the race issue,” Mr. Fihelly
was forced to admit that “if either
Rankin or Bilbo has done what they
are alleged to have done they should
not be sitting in Congress,” but added
primly that that was solely for Con-
gress to decide.

Mr. McCabe, whose family in this
country dates to pre-Revolutionary
days and whose ancestry contains some
Irish patriots, is a prematurely gray-
ing, ordinary-sized man who addressed
the jury in an ordinary tone of voice.
He mentioned that often counsel finds
that his opponent has made a speech
for him and that he needs to add little.
Yes, he said—when the court was
opened with the plea that God save

the United States and the court, it
meant that the court should'be pro-
tected against encroachments on civil
rights. “Thank God for a court where
a trial can be had, a trial by jury, a
jury of a man’s peers—and this is not
a right given on a silver platter, but a
right which had to be fought for.”
Except for certain sections of the coun-
try, it prevailed, he said, “and it is a
right which was not given to the mil-
lion persons whose names are in the

files of the Un-American Committee.”” -

“Mr. Fihelly said I'd tell you a
trap was laid to get Dennis down
here,” he said quietly. “Yes, he knew
it was a trap. He hollered about a trap,
like he hollered about Marcan'tonio. If
the committee was prepared to hear
him for two hours on March 26,” he
said, alluding to the date on which
Dennis was “served” with a subpoena,
“why did they know in advance they’d
want him on April 9?”

The judge had ruled that the jury
was not to consider what happened on
March 26, but only whether Dennis
was lawfully summoned, and if he de-
liberately defaulted on April 9. The
definition of “willful” was narrowed
down to mean “intentional” and “de-
liberate,” or, not accidental; ' not, as

the defense contended it should be,

It's Your Move Now

EORGE SYLVESTER VIERECK, ex-Nazi agent, emerged from jail
eighteen months ahead of time to find that the world does move,

but as far as the American part of it is concerned, in a sense quite
different from that of Galileo’s famous phrase. When he went to prison
some four years ago, it was the American fascists who were being
prosecuted by the government; today it is the American anti-fascists.

Viereck was let out just in time to be able to rejoice over: (1) the
conviction of Eugene Dennis, general secretary of the Communist
Party, on a contempt of Congress charge; (2) the sentencing of Ger-
hart, Eisler, German Communist, to the maximum penalty of one year
in jail and $1,000 for contempt of Congress; (3) the conviction of
sixteen members of the board of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Com-
mittee on the same charge; (4) the sentencing of Carl A. Marzani,
former State Department employe, to one to three years in prison on
a charge of concealing membership in the Communist Party; (5) the
firing of ten unnamed State Department employes for reasons of
“security.”

The contempt charges are all the result of the efforts of the chief
political arm of American Hitlerism, the House Un-American Actjvi-

ties Committee, abetted by the Department of Justice, to smash the

‘constitutional rights of progressive Americans and their organizations.
The convictions will be appealed. However, what happens in these
cases and what happens to the rights of all Americans will depend on
how quickly millions of us move into action to demand the freeing of
Dennis and the other victims of Rankinism and the abolition of the
unconstitutional Un-American Committee. Letters to your Congress-
men and to Attorney General Tom Clark will help emphasize this
point. THE Eprrors.
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with an evil purpose. This was the
moot point of law involved, and after
the ruling, McCabe was overheard to
say to Fihelly during a recess, “It
doesn’t leave the jury much to con-

sider.” Yet with this little to consider

the jury narrowly escaped being a
hung jury.

THE prosecutor appeared to be a

giant edition of natty little Chair-
man Thomas — the same apoplectic
type, the same dark red swollen face.
Thomas sat forward eagerly when
asked by the prosecutor if he could
identify the defendant. Yes, sir, and
there he was—and he flung out an
arm dramatically and pointed. He
even tilted his head and narrowed his
eyes. I can report, however, that Mr.
Dennis failed to flinch, shudder or hide
his head.

But Rep. Thomas’ theatrical open-
ing, which he might have studied up
for on his recent trip to Hollywood,
was followed by some moments under
cross-examination when he apparently
missed his cues. Defense Attorney Mc-

Cabe, in his soft agreeable voice, -

started by establishing that Thomas
was the witness’ mother’s name, that
his father’s was John Parnell Feeney.
Then he quickly went into other mat-
ters. Rep. Thomas said cozily yes, the
committee made available to govern-
ment agencies its files of “hundreds of
thousands” of names of persons who
have been considered members or spon-
sors of un-American organizations and
their fronts.

“Are they made available to private
industry?” Attorney McCabe asked,
just as pleasantly.

Rep. Thomas hesitated. Slowly, and
eyeing the defense attorney as if he
couldn’t quite trust him, he replied,
after some hesitation, “I don’t believe
SO.”

“Has any legislation been proposed
as a result of your activities?” Mr.
McCabe asked cheerfully. The defense
in its opening argument had contended
among other things that this was not
a true legislative committee.

Rep. Thomas replied frankly, “I
don’t believe so.” At once Mr. Fihelly
was on his feet objecting, and the court
ruled out this answer revealing the
committee’s lack of legislative activity.

The court would not let the witness
answer whether he hadn’t said in the
78th Congress that the committee had
a million names on file, but he did al-
low him to say the committee had been
augmenting its list.

Judge Pine also sustained objections

]
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to the following questions: Had all the
persons charged with being subversive

by the committee been given the chance’

to come before the committee and
clear themselves? Had the members
of the Southern Conference for Hu-
man Welfare, “which your committee
publicized within the last two weeks,”
been-allowed to come before the com-
mittee? When their names were placed
on the committee’s card index, were
the persons so notified?.

Rep. Thomas was sitting back look-
ing a little smug after this barrage of
questions was ruled out when +Mr.
McCabe, in his sweetest, most innocu-
ous manner, asked: “And does your
committee have any test for what is
un-American?”

Fihelly promptly objected, but this
objection was overruled by Judge
Pine.

“I would say,” said Chairman
Thomas, making a stab at a judicious
manner, “that every member ‘has a
good” idea of what is un-American.”

Mr. McCabe, concealing his de-

. light, continued in a disarming -mono-

tone to ask, and Mr. Thomas con-
tinued to answer, serenely, the fol-
lowing: '

Q. Would you include as un-American
an organization which destroys our insti-
. tution of free speech? A. There is no
doubt about it.

Q. Would you include -an organization
that destroys the privileges granted our
citizens under the Bill of Rights? A. (Shak-
ing a finger coyly at defense counsel)
Remember, ’m not an attorney, I’m just
a plain witness. (After being told to an-
swer the question) I would say it would
include. any organization which would de-
stroy part of the Bill of Rights.

Q. I believe I asked you whether your
committee had- before it a judicial pro-
nouncement as to what is un-American or
subversive. A. No, we don’t have an of-
ficial pronouncement.

Q. Isn’t it true you had announced you
would not hear any Communists? A. I heard

something like that was in thé press, but -

I don’t recall saying that.

Q. As a matter of fact, -didn’t you in-
vite the defendant there simply for the
purpose of harassing him? A. No, we did
not.

Q. When Robert Taylor (movie actor)
was before you, did you ask him if that
was his right name? A. No, we didn’t. . . .
Mr. Dennis was general secretary of the
Communist Party, and as general secre-
tary he follows a certain line (gesturing
with arms). (An objection to this was sus-
tained.)

Q. If you really wanted to get the posi-
tion of the Communist Party on certain
bills, what ‘difference did it make if his
name was Dennis, or if he had held the
name of Dennis longer than you have been
known by the name of Thomas? A. . ..
Naturally we wanted to know if he used
any other names—oOn a passport or any-
thing. (Here the judge sustained an ob-

portside patter

Scientists claim that the day is not
far off when a plane will leave New
York at three o’clock and arrive in
California two hours earlier. For the
present, however, setting’back the clock
is strictly a Congre.ssional function.

Franco has presented Eva Peron
with a $4,000 casket of perfume. It's
a toss-up as to whic‘z one needs it most.

Dr. Vannevar Bush, the atomic
scientist, says that talk of a quick push-
button war is highly exaggerated. Get-
ting killed in any future war will not
be as easy as we’ve been led to believe.

One expert predicts that labor will
go underground, if necessary, to fight
the . Taft-Hartley Act. All except the

miners, who have their own methods.
A-request for new Congressional

plumbing has been denied by the House
‘Appropriations Committee. After all,

6

By BILL RICHARDS

too much money for their salaries has
already gone down the drain.
k . @

The WCTU has just held its seven-
teenth convention. It "has géne on
record as unalterably opposed to loose
women and ‘tight 7.nen

-The House of Representatives is

seeking to put through another Wool

Bill, which would raise prices. They’re
trying to pull the stuff gver our eyes
and charge more at the same time.

[

Representative Hartley threatens to
get “still tougher” with labor. He's got
his gang behind him now, but just wait
until they get him zlone at the polls.

" Homer, Loomis, Jr., the ex-Colum-
bian, Inc., has founded a new organi-
zation to be known as the People’s
Profound Progressive Protest Political
Party. They might just as well add
another “P”’—Pew!

jection, - ruling that nothing must be gone
into beyond the inquiry made.)

ALTHOUGH Mr. Fihelly is ome of.
the top prosecutors and he had the =
District Attorney by his side much of
the time, it was not on direct examina-
tion of Rep. Marcantonio that the tes-
timony most damaging to the govern-
ment’s case was brought out, but un-
der cross-examination by the ardent
Mr. Fihelly. Summoned by Mr. Mc-
Cabe to testify as to the committee’s
unconstitutionality, Rep. Marcantonio
was ndt allowed 'to be questioned on
this and arguments were not even. per-
mitted int open court outside the jury’s
presence, but limited to the bench.
Nevertheless, he was permitted by the
court to explain that only one sentence

“of an eleven-page letter written to the

committee by Dennis was supplied to
Congress. And he was allowed to
testify that he knew that officials of
the Southern Conference for Human
Welfare were not called before the
committee.

But all of Mr. Fihelly’s shouts and
blusterings did not intimidate the un-
intimidablé Rep. Marcantomio. Asked
if he approved of the principles and
teachings of the Communist Party, he”
said he believed in the capitalist sys-
tem, but was stopped from answering
further by a defense objection, which

 was sustained.

hen the “prosecutor, shoutmg, his©
eyes_bulging from a contorted - face,
the bulge on the back of what should
have been his neck a violent red, asked:
“Aren’t you the cham-peen in the
halls of Congress of the Communist"
Party?” This gave Mr. Marcantonio
all the chance he wanted. He replied:

“I am the champion in Congress
of democratic rights in America. I
have been fighting to sustain this Con-
stitution of ours against the"invasion
of domestic fascism, Ku Klux Klan-
ers, enemies of dabor and enemies of
democracy.” '

“And haven’t you fought fight after
fight for the Cemmunist Party?”
Fihelly shouted.

“I have fought,” Marcantonio re-"
plied, raising his voice so that it was:
fully as audible, if not as loud, as
Filhelly’s, “for the constitutional rights
of the Communist Party in defense of
democracy. Look in the Congressional
Record and you’ll find every word
I’ve said here said in the Congress of
the United States.”

“The defense rests,” said Mr. Mc-
Cabe quietly.
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condition that the Truman Doctrine be conceded a
failure and its substance discarded. Therein, it seems

to me, lies the crux of the issue. Nor are there any alterna-
tives to facing it. We' tannot in Europe or elsewhere have
both a policy of political aggression and a policy of equitable
assistance. In the logic of things the latter inevitably becomes,
as before, the prop of the other. Those who say that the
Truman Doctrine is now. quite dead and we should, there-
fore, proceed to underwrite the new project are making the
wish father: to the thought. They mean well but as in all
wishful thinking the conclusions hardly square with the facts.
I need not detail these facts in their entirety—the Hungarian
-notes, the pressuring of Latin America to accept the Amer-
ican plan for-arms standardization, the promiscuous rela-
tionship with Peron-in Argentina, the purchase of Greek
sovereignty—yet they loom -large enough to create the
deepest suspicion. In short, unless American foreign policy
is revamped, its sharp claws cut, unless it is redirected to the
road of democratic cooperation and real equality, we can
look upon General Marshall’s speech at Harvard as a hypo-
critical gesture motivated by the need to appease the strong
dissatisfaction with the conduct of our foreign affairs, ',
- No door; however, should be shut. I believe that this is
what impelled the Russians to come to Paris. They were

THE Marshall proposal can be successful on the sole

impelled also by their desire to speed European reconstruc-

tion, to see to it that a so-called united Europe does not be-

come ‘the screen for a’ cartelized Europe. They were im-

pelled, in addition, by their need rapidly to rehabilitate their
land; but we should know now that these needs cannot be
-+ interpreted as signs of weakness, nor can they be traded for
reparations nor for the rights of the new democracies.

The Soviet representatives, as others of Eastern Europe,
have been engaged in finding out just what the American
package will cost. For General Marshall was exceedingly
vague both on terms and procedures. There is no doubt that
Mr. Bevin knew better than anyone what Marshall did not
say in his speech and while Washington has had no repre-
sentative at the Paris meeting Bevin has served as such
especially after his talks with the American Under Secretary
of State for economic affairs, Will Clayton. If the Russians
were thin-skinned, if they did not earnestly believe coopera-
tion is possible™ despite fundamentally different economic
systems, they might have taken offense at the rude and
inhospitable way in which they were invited to attend. They
responded quickly and agreed to meet without delay, though

they were given the shortest notice—almost an - ultimatum

in tone—on an issue as critical and complex as European
reconstruction. And there is every reason to believe that the
Soviets were not wanted, if only because their absence would
be used as an additional excuse for welding a Western bloc
centered on an Anglo-American-controlled Ruhr.

This is a most important point to bear in mind. Every-
thing Bevin and Marshall have done, particularly at the
recent Moscow conference of foreign ministers, was with
the purpose of presenting Soviet leadership ‘as undermining
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w u An Editorial by JOHN STUART

and sabotaging European recovery. So persistent were these
two in transmitting that falsehood that a good many Amer-
icans came to believe it. We know now, much to the regret
of those who had hoped for a different turn. of events, that

- not only is it an undiluted myth but the Soviets will not

forego opportunities to help put Europe, with the rest of the
world, on its feet and give countries the productive capacity
to live in independence. Not even official insults such as
Attlee and Bevin delivered in speeches made almost simul-
taneously with the invitation to Molotov, or the one so
brazenly made by Washington’s deputy representative to
the United Nations, Hershell Johnson, could” dissuade the
Russians from keeping their eye on the ball. '

I STRESs this because of the great damage the lies about

Russia do us as a people. Soviet-baiting as well as Red-
baiting are most costly games. In the name of saving the
trade unions from communism our labor movement is hog-
tied and placed on a rack threatening the entire substance
of American democracy—quite apart from wages and the
standard of living. In the name of saving the world from the
“menace” of bolshevism, the Wall Street millionaires would |
cut off many areas of the globe from the help that would
keep American factories going and American workers in

jobs. We have a critical concern with the restoration of

good relations with the Soviet Union if no-other reason than"
that it is good business. The Soviet market is enormous. The
markets of other countries in transition to socialism are
broadening and eager for our produce. Should the megalo-
mania of American monopolists hold sway *who is it that
will suffer? WIill it really be the USSR, or Poland, or

Czechoslovakia? They have already had a full cup of

suffering. They may be hampered somewhat for a short
time but they have faced worse than going without what
rapacious imperialism will attempt to keep from them and
they will win, as they are winning .already, their battle to
live according to what modern science and planning make
possible. The suffering will be ours primarily. That may be
hard to see now but let the intoxication of postwar boom
continue to wear off and we shall see how destructive the
Truman Doctrine is in terms of our daily bread.
Whatever the outcome of the Paris meeting, it is the
United States that has the biggest task. To believe that our
worries come only from abroad is to be victimized by a
grandiose hoax. It is here that our house must be put in
order, here that we must find ourselves. The problem that
faces us.is not whether we can help Europe but that it must
be helped and quickly in order to help ourselves. It is this
truth that confronts us with a great political compulsion:
to undo the damage of the past two years, to eliminate the
Truman Doctrine, to defeat those who would send aid
abroad only as a first step in a process of enslavement. Secre-
tary Marshall has raised an issue that can be justly resolved
in only one way—and that is by the American people press-
ing the government into making decisions which serve the
peoples’ interests. '



ARMAMENTS: RACE
OR REDUCTION?

A report from the UN which focuses on the

real issues behind all the conflict and confusion.

By FREDERICK WINTER

HE words which pour unstint-

I ingly from Lake Success tend,
with the passing of time, to lose
their meaning. No matter how clear

the original aim or directive, after it
is batted about, freely interpreted, af-

firmed with reservations, probed with

dubjous surgery, yes can mean no,
black can mean white and disarm can
mean rearm. This tournament of ana-
grams often becomes the chief preoccu-
pation of two important working bod-
ies of the United Nations—the Atomic,
Energy Commission and the Com-
mission for Conventional Armaments.

The General Assembly resolution
on the subject of world reduction of
armaments was clear. Its meaning
seemed unquestionable in spirit and in
letter: the protection of peace by the
early reduction of armaments. But by
a strange device of changing a letter
here and a letter -there, it is now held
by many of the delegates, particularly
the American and British, to mean
that early reduction of armaments is
to be avoided as a threat to peace.
Gromyko’s. persistent quoting of the
General Assembly resolution has come
to be widely regarded as a “plot” to
undermine the United Nations.

The position of the Anglo-Ameri-
can bloc is that before any weapon can
be discarded, from a tommy-gun to
the atomic bomb, a complete system
of "air-tight, guaranteed security must
be put into effect. In -the Commission
for Conventional Armaments, it is
argued that three preconditions are
required before the weapons of every-
day, old-fashioned war are laid aside:
(1) control must be thoroughly es-
tablished over atomic energy; (2) the
international police force must be set
up and working; (3) a system of se-
curity and guarantees in general must
be operative. '

The Soviet

Union’s contention,

which the others charge indicates the
“inflexibility” of the Russian mind, is
that disarmament is a necessary first
step to security, that before police en-
forcement can be undertaken and
proved effective, the law must be
legislated into existence. The Anglo-
Americans assert in reply that they
dare not disarm in a world in which
there is no mutual confidence among
nations—in which position they resem-
ble a curiously child-like burglar who
is offended when people lock their
doors at night. :

To bolster his contention, Gromyko
has pointed out: “No statements are
contained in the resolution adopted by
the General Assembly on December
14 which, either directly or indirectly,
refer to the necessity of ensuring guar-
antees as a condition of. the taking of
measures for the reduction of arma-
ments. On. the contrary, in the Gen-
eral” Assembly’s unanimously adopted
resolution, reference is made to the
necessity of an early general regula-
tion and reduction of armaments, and
to the necessity of an early formulation
and implementation of practical meas-
ures 'in that direction, having in view
the fact that the implementation of
such measures will in itself promote
the strengthening of international se-
curity and of mutual confidence be-
tween countries.”

Similarly Gromyko, shifting -the
scene but not the substance of his ar-
gument, has told the Atomic Energy
Commission that the first necessary
step in controlling atomic energy must
logically be the outlawing of the atomic
bomb, the only important reason for
control at all, Said Gromyko:

“The urgency of prohibiting the
atomic weapon is dictated by the
very character of that weapon as
a weapon of aggression, and is fully
in accordance with the interests of all

-

peace-loving peoples who are con-
cerned to ensure that atomic energy
should be used only for peaceful ends,
and for the good of humanity, for
raising the material standard of the
peoples, and for the development of
culture.” ‘

The issue, then, is: shall there be
disarmament now or shall the arms
race continue concealed by pious hopes,
wordy communiques and the beguiling
pastime of anagrams?

To GET down to details and analyze
the inches gained and lost in the
current skirmishes, it is necessary to
understand the workings of these
bodies. Until recently the problem of
limiting conventional armaments lay
in the collective lap of the Big Five,
sitting as a subcommission. The posi-
tion of small nations in this contro-
versy, as indeed in all controversies,
was clearly shown in the debate on
the group’s formation. ,
After long and fruitless argument

in the full commission, tired, cynical

Dr. Fernando Lopez of Colombia
voiced the small-nation positio. Said -
he: “But, Mr. Chairman, modern
armies and armaments have become
so large and require such tremendous
outlay for their maintenance, that it
can be truthfully said that armed
might has been concentrated in the
hands of five countries, and more
particularly of the United States and
the United Kingdom in the West,
and of Soviet Russia in the East. They
have grown so far out of proportion
with the armed forces, the economic
means and the technical capacity of
all other nations that the latter are
considered  practically unimportant
when they are not taken into account
as part of a regional system,

“The position of the militarily weak
nations is, to say the least, paradoxical
or even tragic. . . . The general regu-
lation and reduction of armaments
and armed forces is, for many of them,
so to express it, a foreign question:
one that does not impose upon them
sacrifices or efforts of any kind. In

~Colombia we really have no arma-

ments or armed forces to reduce.”

In the end Dr. Lopez’ suggestion
was adopted that the Big Five retire
into a “subcommission” and iron the
matter out, but not without some ges-
tures by Washington’s representative
in favor of its favorite fantasy: that
Costa Rica, for example, is as mighty
and as independent a factor as Britain,
Russia or the United States herself.
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It is a myth which persists not for its
charm alone, but because in it lies the
principal basis for whittling down the
principle of Big Five unanimity. It is
thus that the portly American dele-
gate, Warren Austin, and the legally-
minded Col. William Hodgson of Aus-
tralia make references to the “rights
of small nations.” Actually the game
is old and it fools no one, least of all
the small nations.

So it was that the Big Five met
regularly for two months behind
closed doors to talk about disarma-
ment. In the end they came back to
the full commission with a confession
of failure. Instead of one, they pro-
duced two alternative plans of work.
One is Russian, the other American.

"The Soviet proposal would have the
commission proceed methodically to
“limit the various types of armament,
war production and armed forces,
and then set up implementing controls.
Finally a convention would be drawn
for submission to all states concerned.

The American proposal involves
first the consideration of control and
safeguards. After such a system is es-
tablished to everybody’s satisfaction,
the conference could then determine
what the system is to control.

Any plan of work to come from the
subcommission must aspire, in language
at least, to the eventual task of dis-
armament. But in the battle of words
every syllable is significant. In that

'/"‘n="" ¥
il
Sl A i
A !
W

nm July 8, 1947

light the order of procedure proposed
by the US is important because it' may
mean an indefinite delay before any
decision on the limitation of arms can
be made,

UNTIL recently the debate on atomic
control was carried on in closed
session. Headline myths flourished.
One of these was to the effect that the
Anglo-Americans were pleading man-
fully for strict control of the atom,
which the Soviets were resisting.
Gromyko tried to dispel that myth in
a nationwide radio broadcast, but it
lingered in the pat summations of the
situation by columnists, and remained
an assumption in the public eye. Then
he by-passed the dopesters by calling
for a full and open session of the

~ Atomic Energy Commission so that

he might submit his nation’s specific

-proposals on’control.

Though control had been widely
demanded ever since Hiroshima, no
one had clearly defined it. Gromyko
did that. He specified the many jobs
of a control commission, its rights as
well as its duties, its objectives and the
facilities to be granted it. It was con-
trol, strict and effective.

No one could any longer maintain
that the Soviet Union opposed strict

control of atomic energy. Instead, the -

press here reported Gromyko’s posi-
tion as a retreat. It has become obvious,
too, that the United States bloc stands

not for control at all but for the com-
plete management and operation of all
atomic processes by a commission which
would not work according to the rules
of unanimity. The US has gone even
beyond its teammates and proposed
outright ownership of all mined atomic
ores. Concerning this proposal, gaunt,
somber Frederick Osborne, US atomic
expert, said, “The nations will have
to swallow hard, but they will have to
swallow only once.”

The Soviet Union has declined to
swallow at all. To do so would be to
place its future in the hands of a “ma-
jority” controlled by American im-
perialism. The Russian position re-
mains in favor of strict control and
inspection by a commission working
under Security Council unanimity
rules. The Soviets would also outlaw
the atomic bomb as a necessary first
step. Washington would postpone that
to the last, and continue to stockpile

meanwhile.

Unless these major questions are
decided, the wavering of the skirmish
line is meaningless. For example, the
Soviets in closed session secured unani-
mous approval for one of their amend-
ments to the Commission’s report.
Since Gromyko proposed no more than
to bring the report in line with a Gen-.
eral Assembly resolution, unanimity
might almost be taken for granted.
Yet the debate was bitter, and the
assenting votes were so hedged “with
reservations as to make themy mean-
ingless. In the end Sir Charles Darwin
of Britain, the evolutionist’s grandson,
had this to say: “If T were an Ameri-
can, I would be tempted to write at
the -end of the resolution, ‘So what?’”

Into this high-blown American-
and British-made nonsense a new and
discordant element has entered. There
are some delegations here at Lake Suc-
cess who do not abide by imperialism’s
game of anagrams. . These delegates
come from Poland, Ywegoslavia,
Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union.
They have shockingly bad manners.
The entry of this strange new ele-
ment is profoundly significant. Stane
Krassovec, a delegate of Yugoslavia
who speaks with the honesty he showed
as editor of a newspaper in his nation’s
Underground, once vented his indig-
nation on a reporter who paid more
attention to the words than to the
meaning of one of his speeches. Said
the young but greying Yugoslav, un-
aware that he was indicating a new
school of diplomacy: ‘““These are not
words. They are facts.”
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You C’an Lead a Hor.s'e... /

By fhe Editors

FTIMEs “ithers,” as Bobbie Burns shrewdly ob-
O served, can see us better than we see ourselves.
Many in the nation must feel shame as comments
on the Taft-Hartley law pour in through the wire services
from all corners of the globe. The world is aghast. British
labor voiced its immediate alarm; Louis Saillant, speaking
in the name of 71,000,000 in the World Federation of
Trade Unions, said from Paris that he hoped all American
unions “will reach an understanding in all industries and
professions to present the necessary united resistance.” The
nations of the world that have listened to infinite lectures
on democracy from our State Department are worried at
the state of democracy in America. Most ironic and per-
haps most revealing comment came from :Ankara, where
the semi-official newspaper Ulus, speaking for the dicta-
torial Turkish regime, demanded that all in their unhappy
land consider the American law before criticizing their own
new trade union law—which, incidentally, is as close to
fascism as Taft is to Hartley.

Many in America, however, do not need the prompting
of “ithers,” and see reality with pamful clarity. The press
has been unwﬂhngly replete with stories of labor’s swift
reactions—the miners’ indignant walkout (“Let Taft mine
the coal”), the meetings and declarations of top-flight bodies

~of AFL and CIO, and similar manifestations. Everywhere

from grass-roots up we saw a surge toward unified action
to negate that measure which, as the New York Tumes
reporter from the mine country put it, was known among
“the diggers by only one name—*the slave law.” We read
of requests by such prominent labor bodies as Local 600 of
the United Automobile Workers and the San Francisco
CIO Council for strike demonstrations of protest; AFL’s
Bill Green spoke of the many letters he had received for
similar action. The Federation’s staff of legal experts indi-

cated they would advise prompt defiance of certain aspects

of the law, namely, the regulation prohibiting political ex-
penditures and the requirement to file affidavits disclaiming
association with the Communist Party or its principles. A
number of union publications are already deliberately defy-
ing the law, putting the finger on the legislators responsible
and urging their defeat in 1948.

The Senator from Ohio cannot chortle over the five-point
program adopted by the CIO executive board last week
wllich issued a call for a meeting with the AFL and railroad
labor to adopt plans for joint action against the new labor
law. Significant sections of the AFL appear ready and

-« willing. At rock bottom in the country is the evident burn-

ing desire to get going, somehow, immediately, in some
vigorous, consistent, concerted manner. And the CIO and
AFL leadership can bank upon the most vigorous support
for energetic action.

The rank and file will not be satisfied. with speech no
matter how indignant or militant the phrase. And to rely on
automatic Supreme Court reversal is indeed to lean upon a
frail reed. Labor must not forget that the same nine men
“who follow the election returns” are also mindful of popu-
lar pressure.

Nor was labor alone in registering outrage: significant

©
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liberal spokesmen and organizations were urging their asso-

ciates to band with the trade unions to negate the dreadful
possibilities of this measure. From his sick-bed in a New
York hospital the former mayor of New York, Fiorello
La Guardia, pleaded with organized labor “to get together.”
Unless ‘it does, he said, “the workingmen and women of
this century will suffer. A united labor front, with a con-
solidation of progressives, liberals and independents "cane
break the present Republican-Democratic combination.”

CONSEQUENTLY the stock in a Third Party has shot up
sharply. Liberal spokesmen indicate they are far from
satisfied with President Truman and the administration’s
record on the bill. Typical expression of this can be found
in the new column of Dr. Frank Kingdon, in the New
York Post, which focused attentlon on bipartisan treachery
when he wrote that Truman “gave no signs of using the
enormous political powers of his office.”” Harold L. Ickes,
the same day, said: ““The Democrats might have made the
veto stick if they really had tried. In other words, the ad-
ministration was playing politics instead of fighting for
labor.” And, he concluded——rightly, we feel—that “labor
is begmmng to suspect that it has been tricked by political
slickers.” -
Awareness is growing that behind the bipartisan coalition
in Washington stands ‘the ominous figure of monopoly
which, as the Progressive Citizens of America said at its
Chicago meeting, “lies at the root of America’s major eco-
nomic and political ills today. If not decisively turned back

“it will end in the triple scourge of impoverishment, fascism,

war.” As a starter in turning monopoly back, the PCA
urged public ownership of coal mines, railroads and electric
power. Thus, this liberal organization proposed, ‘“the
strangle-hold of concentrated private interests on the eco-
nomic life of the nation will be relaxed.”

For all these reasons, we believe the formation of Third
Party machinery today is imperative. Philip Murray’s*final
statement before the Taft-Hartley measure became law
was a marker in that direction: so is the undoubted senti-
ment of millions within labor and among professional and
small-business circles. Of course, many bridges are yet to
be crossed regarding specific aspects of Third Party strategy
for 1948. Whether it means a Third Party presidential
ticket in that race remains to be determined: but the imme-
diate formation of Third Party machinery can be a potent
factor in helping the progressive Democrats in their matur-
ing struggle against reaction within their own party; it
certainly can prove decisive in the choice of many qualified
candidates for the next Congress.

These are a few of the considerations millions of thought-
ful Americans are pondering today. If they avoid the pit-
falls of divisive Red-baiting—which is reaction’s ultimate
trump card—they can negate the dreams of the gentlemen
from Ohio and New Jersey. The opportunity to nullify
the Taft-Hartley law is America’s opportunity. It needs but
to be seized. This requires courage, clarity, unity, per-
mitting no secondary differences to divert us from the main

goal.
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MAN OVER MYT

Marxism and the scientific tradition. How the founders of modern

socialism transformed the rationalist outlook into a science.

By DIRK J. STRUIK

written at the end of 1847—
almost a century ago; it ap-

THE Communist Manifesto was

peared in February of the next year, .

on the eve of ‘the revolution of 1848.

It was a manifesto, a political docu-
ment, published as the, platform of a
small and rather obscure group, the
Cammunist League. The temper of
- the pamphlet was polemical, defiant,
passionate. Yet it was at the same time
a scientific document, a presentation
of a philosophy of history and of
society in general. It established social
science not only as a means of under-
standing the social structure, but also
as a means of changing and con-
trolling it. It marked the birth of
Marxism, which now guides the lives,
or helps to-guide the lives, of millions
of men and women throughout the
world.

The fundamental proposition, the
core of the Manifesto, belongs to
Marx. This we know from Engels
himself, co-author of the Manifesto
and lifelong friend of Marx. That
proposition is that in every historical
epoch the prevailing mode of economic
production and exchange, as well as
the resulting social structure, form the
basis from which the political and in-
tellectual history of that epoch can be
derived. Consequently the whole his-

tory of mankind after the disappear-~

ance of primitive tribal society has been
a history of class struggles, of contests
between exploiting and exploited, be-
tween ruling and oppressed. classes.
The history of these class struggles
forms an evolutionary series in which
nowadays the main.oppressed class, the
working class, can only emancipate
itself from the ruling class, the bour-
geoisie, by emancipating the whole of
society from all exploitation, oppres-
sion, class distinctions and class strug-

gles. The philosophy of the Manifesto:

made it possible not only to explain the
past of society, but also- to understand
the direction in which present society
is going. By analyzing the past it helps

12

) MARXISM was born in struggle. 1947-48 marks the 100th anniver-

sary of the Communist Manifesto, the document which introduced
scientific socialism to mankind.

A specter which has haunted the oppressors of man, Marxism for
that reason has been ceaselessly attacked since its inception by the ruling
class and its agents. It has been denied and denounced, “refuted” and
“revised,” from pulpit, press and lectern. In our time it has been exor-
cised by Franco’s firing-squads, burned in the square of Nuremberg—
and in the ovens of Maidanek. In our own country it has been harried
from high and low, by philosophers and finks, by sages and stooges,
by Clare Boothe Luce and Al Capone—and hounded by J. Edgar
Hoover and John Rankin.

Embodying man’s age-old dream for freedom, it has for that reason
become rooted in the minds and loved in the hearts of millions. Its vic-
tories ‘are imposing—and increasing; its adherents legion throughout
the world; its greatest monument, the socialist society of the USSR,
a greater power than ever. From the chaos and wreckage of the capi-
talist world Marxism emerges ever stronger, invincible.

To celebrate this anniversary NEw Masses will publish a series of
articles by outstanding authorities on the meaning of Marxism in
American life, its effects on’ science, culture and polltlcs There will
also be articles by leading Marxists of other countries. This essay by

Dr. Struik, dlstmgulshed American scholar and professor of mathematics

at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, is the first of this series.

TuEe EpITors.

to guide the future. Socialism was seen
as a conscious act of delivery’ from
the contradictions of capltahsm, the
possibility of full control of soc1ety was
deduced from #he direction in which
the primitive controls of present and
past society are necessarily developing.

Engels has remarked that this fun-
damental Marxian proposition is des-
tined to do for history what Darwin’s
theory has done for biology. There,
out of haphazard actions of living
beings—of which Darwin only recog-
nized natural and sexual selection—
general patterns of life evolve which,
if properly understood, will eventually
allow conscious interference by man
in shaping living creatures. Engels also
pointed out how the fundamental ideas
which Marx applied to the study of
society have already been successfully
applied to natural science, to the theo-
ries of gravitation and-light, to elec-

Joo . . .
tricity, inorganic and organic chemis-
try. The great contribution of the

- Communist Manifesto was its method

of viewing all human activity, with re-

_spect to nature as-well as society, in

the light of science. From now on not

_only nature but also the social struc-

ture could be understood and its be-
havior forecast and even controlled.
The Communist Manifesto sketched
for the first time, with inimitable clar-
ity, not only the rationalistic but also
the - scientific approach to the problems
of society.

Two hundred and ten years before

the publication of the Communist
Manifesto another document had ap-
peared which had sketched, for the

first time, the rationalistic approach to

nature. In 1637 there was published

the Discourse on Method, written by
the French philosopher and mathema-
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tician Rene Descartes. It is instructive
to compare the two revolutionary
documents, one of which stands at
the beginning of modern natural sci-
ence and the other at the beginning
of modern social science; one of which
showed ‘how to control nature, and
the other how to control society.
The Communist Manifesto makes
the impression of a highly emotional
appeal, addressing itself to the “pro-
letarians of all countries.” The Dis-
course is academic ‘in style, seems to

attack nobody in particular, and ex-

plains the process by which one man,

the author, has tried to establish “the

method of rightly conducting the rea-
son, and seeking the truth in the
sciences.” But a closer inspection re-
veals the fact that the Communist
Manifesto seeks also to establish a
method of rightly conducting the rea-
son and seeking truth. And Descartes’
discourse on reason was in reality a
powerful battle cry, addressing itself
to a revolutionary class, the emerging
bourgeoisie, in an appeal to conquer
the world by the use of science and
invention. Cartesianism of the seven-
teenth century, like Marxism of today,
was a highly controversial philosophy.
Adherence to Cartesian  principles
brought many a good man in the time
of Louis XIV into serious political,
religious and personal difficulties.
Descartes rejected established au-
thority and tried to set down rational
rules for research. The real criterion
for truth, he proclaimed, lies in evi-
dence and reason. And thus he estab-
lished his rule “never to accept any-
thing for true which I did not clearly
know to be such; that is to say, care-
fl;lly to avoid precipjtancy and preju-
dice, and to comprise nothing more in
my judgment than was presented to

my mind so clearly and distinctly as to.

exclude all ground of doubt.” By
using such pukely rationalistic—we can
say materialistic — methods, he saw
enormous perspectives ahead:

“I perceived it to be possible to ar-
rive at knowledge highly useful in life;
and in place of the speculative philoso-
phy usually taught in the schools, to
discover a practical one, by means of
which, knowing the force and action
of fire, water, air, the stars, the
heavens, and all the other bodies that
surround us, as distinctly as we know
the various crafts of our artisans, we
might also apply them in the same way
to all the uses to which they are
adapted, and thus render ourselves the
lords and possessors of nature.” Des-
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cartes himself tried to contribute to
the execution of his program by re-
search and discoveries in optics, astron-
omy, medicine and mathematics. "

It was a bold scheme, this program
of Descartes, not only because research

~in natural science was only in its be-

ginnings, but also because mWst peo-
ple still had to be convinced of the
rationality of a method which pro-

claimed - that the only way of obtain- -

ing truth in the sciences is through
experiment and reason. Medieval be-
lief in authority was all-powerful.
Classical, biblical and ecclesiastical
statements were considered absolutely
binding; to break preconceived no-
tions through the combination of rea-
son and experiment was considered
heretical. Cdtch-all words were used

. to denounce Cartesianism; it was con-

demned as “atheistic,” just as now
Marxism is condemned as “totali-
tarian.”” Both Calvinists and Jesuits
opposed Cartesianism. Descartes’ books
were placed on the Index in 1664,
Three years later the interment of
Descartes’ ashes in a Paris church was
forbidden. This persecution could not
frighten " philosophers and scientists;
even Catholic priests turned to Car-
tesianism. In Descartes’ steps followed'
the great thinkers of the later seven-
teenth century, a Spinoza, a Huygens,
a Newton and a Leibniz. In the early
eighteenth century Cartesianism even
became quite fashionable in France.
The triumph of natural science became
the triumph of Cartesianism.
Descartes has now won his battle;
reason and experiment are universally
accepted as the basis for truth in natu-
ral science. Much of his specific teach-
ings, on substance, on vortices, on the
relation of body and soul, are forgot-
ten. His method remains. There exists
at present no redsonable scepticism
concerning the truth value of natural
science; few people doubt that logical
and experimental evidence are able to
solve those problems on which there
is uncertainty. Not only academic
teaching but grammar school educa-
tion is impregnated with Cartesian
thinking. Every teacher of science,
whether in Ohio or in Shansi, is in
his own way a disciple of Descartes.

WE MIGHT also speak of a Marxian

rationalism, since Marxism be-
lieves in man’s ability to obtain objec-
tive information concerning the uni-
verse, and rejects supernaturalism.
However, it differs from Cartesian
rationalism in at least two important

respects. In the first place, it extends
its domain to the field of social rela-
tions. At the very beginning of his
exposition Descartes made sure that
he kept religion outside of his™ argu-
mentation. He established a dualism
of body and soul, of materialism and
idealism. Marx subjects not only re-
ligion to his materialistic criticism, but
the whole of man’s social relations.
With Marx all human activity, in na-
ture as well as society, can be sub-
jected to the Cartesian test of truth,
Descartes made man and his powers
of reasoning and of acting supreme in
matters pertaining to substance, to
natural science. Marx showed that
man can become master of his destiny.
A second point of difference exists.
Cartesianism is entirely unhistorical.
The very idea that history, or human
relations in general, can be subjected
to scientific analysis, and that such
analysis may show that society is in a
state of development—this very idea
is alien to Descartes, Marxism, on the
contrary, is based on the understand-
ing that society is in constant change,
and points to the fundamental cause of
this change in class society—namely, -
the existence of the class struggle. Car-

-tesianism, as compared to Marxism, is,

static, it knows no evolution; its dy-
namics is restricted to dynamics in the
sense of mechanics, and even this in
a primitive way. The emphasis on so-
cial change in Marxism is combined
with an equally strong emphasis on the
interrelation of the sciences and the
historical character even of natural
science—all elements which are miss-
ing in Descartes.

These differences are so vital that
it is better not to speak of Marxian
rationalism at all, but to use another
term and to speak of Marxian dialec-
tics. T'here is also a dialectical element
in Cartesianism—for instance in its re-
lation of algebra to geometry, of num-
bers to points on a line—but it is rather
primitive. We might call it an early
seventeenth century form of dialectics.
Common to both modes of thought is
the materialist rejection of supernatu-
ralism; with Descartes in the domain
of natural science, with Marx in the
domain of all human thought and
activity.

The differences between -Descartes
and Marx are between a revolutionary
thinker living at the beginning of the
capitalist period and a revolutionary
thinker living at a time when the in-
dustrial revolution was well on its way.
Descartes, consequently, was an indi-

'
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vidualist, while Marx was socially con-
scious. Descartes’  Discourse - opened
with a remark on the common sense
of man and lets him doubt about the
problems of his existence. Then, with
the discovery “I think, hence I am,”
man_ starts out on. his philosophy of
certainty. The opening lines of the
Communist Manifesto are equally
characteristic; they introduce man as
a social being: “The history of all
hitherto existing society is the history
of class struggle.” These examples are
typical. The Meditations of Descartes
open with the author’s own desire “to
establish a firm and abiding superstruc-
ture in the sciences.”’

Marx’s Capital starts by introducing
a commodity-producing form of
society:

‘Both Descartes’ Discourse and the
Communist Manifesto derive their pri-
mary importance from their method.
Now, more than three hundred years
after the publication of Descartes’
work, almost all of Descartes’ specific
contributions to science are antiquated.
Several specific proposals contained in
the Communist Manifesto for imme-
diate political action have also lost their
importance for today, though its basic

analysis and major predictions have,

" stood the test of time. In both Des-
cartes and Marx the method of think-

ing has retained its full value, and’

Marx’s, being the modern method, has
a far wider appeal. Philosophy, in

Marx’s words, becomes material power
2 p ,

when
masses.

it directs the action of the

THE most striking thind about the

Commumnist Manifesto is its un-
canny timeliness; but for some de-
tails the pamphlet could have been
written today. How many, political or
sociological documents written ‘a hun-
dred years ago have this same immedi-
ate appeal? There are not many scien-
tific papers of the years before 1850
which possess this timeless aspect; the

only documents I can think of are’

some books by the mathematicians
Gauss or Laplace. Helmholtz’ historic
presentation of the principle of con-
servation of energy was also published
in 1847—a worthy companion to the
Communist M/mifesta in the sweeping
grandeur of its ideas. Yet the full text
of Helmholtz’ pamphlet has definitely
lost its actuality. Natural science has
moved fast in the past century, while

social science has moved much slower,-

* despite the enormous increase in spe-
cialized information. Marx and Engels

14

are as timely today as they were in
1847.

What are the main contrihutions to
social science laid down in the Com-
munist Manifesto? The core of the
argumentation is the principle of his-
torical materialism, which we have
alreadys given in Engels formulation.
Moreover we- find, in few but mean-
ingful words:

1. The statement that every form
of society is in a state of evolution,
each form passing into another one.

2. An analysis of the origin of the
two principal classes of capitalist so-
ciety, the employers and the workers
(“bourgeosie” and “proletarians”).

3. A description of- the revolution-
ary role which the employing class
has played, and of the way in which
the laws of capitalist soc1ety itself force
workers into organizations of their
own choosing.

4. An account of the causes which
make the bourgeoisie more and more
unable to remain the ruling class.

5. The conclusion that socialism
will emerge as the result of the his-
torical evolution of capitalist society
itself.

6. A materialistic analysis of the

content of different ethical norms and:

sociological structures existing in pres-
ent-day society, such as the forms of
property, ‘the instability of family life,
the content of culture and so-called
eternal truths like freedom and jus-
tice.

7. A critical description of all previ-
ous attempts to change society into
socialism.

The Manifesto gives an astonish-
ing forecast .of some. of the most im-
portant social phenomena of the past

_ century: the growth of trade unions,

the concentration of capital, the politi-
cal organization of the working class,
the conflict between the private own-
ership of the principal means of
production and the public interest, the
formation of a socialist society. This is
the more remarkable since in 1847
many of these phenomena were hardly,
or not at all, in existence. It’is easy
now to see some weaknesses; the most
interesting, perhaps, is its failure to
mention the national movements for
self-determination. Marx and Engels,
in their later work, corrected some of
these weaknesses themselves.

! I ‘HE great struggle of Cartesianism

was waged against authority and
obscurantism in the field of the natural
sciences. This struggle had to be con-

'

ducted- agamst elements so benighted

.that we find it hard to believe that they '

were a reality. "The fear of earthquakes'
and comets as tokens of a wrathful
deity is only one example. "Another
example was the belief in witchcraft.
It is instructive to recall that some of
the most ardent fighters against this
miserable belief came from the school
of Descartes, sometimes directly, some-
times indirectly through intermediate
interpreters. We think, for instance,
of the Reverend Balthasar Bekker,
who lived from 1634 to 1698 as a
minister in the Netherlands, a good
patriot and a highly cultured man who
tried to cenvince his fellow citizens to
adopt a tolerant attitude to Cartesian-
ism. He met with sharp opposition,
which turned into" violent hostility
when he attacked the ancient fear of
comets and the equally ancient belief
in witches. His four-volume Bewitched
World (1693) was a systematic, re-
lentless and ingenious attack on devils
and demons; with keen wit he un-
ravelled story after story about ghosts
and witches, and “exiled the dev1l into
hell.” It was one of the strongest pleas
against obscurantism ever written.
Bekker’s .book was received with out-
cries of horror, especially from the pul-
pit; he became involved in a long
trial, and lost his position as a minis-
ter in Amstérdam. However, already
during Bekker’s lifetime his ideas
gained acceptance, and his book was
able to save the lives of several
wretched persons who otherwise
would have perished on the scaffold.

HE struggle against obscurantism

1in the field of the natural sciences
is not yet won, not even in America;
but the Cartesian approach is at any
rate accepted by most people with a
rudiment of education. This is not the
case with the acceptance of rationalist
ideas in the field of sdcial relations.
A new edition of the Bewitched World
could be written today, and four vol-
umes would hardly be sufficient to deal
with the material. From all sides, .in
newspapers and . magazines, on the |
radio, in schools and from the pulpits,
not to speak of the halls of Congress,
obscurantism is propagated with the
greatest ardor. This, by itself, is not
new. Fascism made obscurantist propa-
ganda a fundamental part of its strug-
gle for power. It was the propaganda
of the myth, the legend, the lie and
the big lie. There exists a book called
No Compromise, written by Melvin
Rader (1941), which gives an analysis
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of this' bewildering mass of conscious
misinformation. But the destruction of
the Axis has not been the end of ob-
scurantist propaganda; its geographi-
cal center has only moved to the
United States.

The present wave of misinformation
has created new demons, devils and
witches, who are now collcctx,vely
labeled “Reds” or “Communists;” or

“totalitarians.” No rational analysis is
given of the meaning of these words,
which are only used to frighten. The
simplest rules of semantics are. dis-
carded: authoritarian regimes are called
democratic; liberal clergymen are
called Communist; conceptions such as
“freedom of the press,” “religious free-
dom,” “dictatorship” are used with-
out any reference to their actual con-
‘tent. The result is that the average
American of these days, if he believes
what he reads and hears, must be liv-
ing in a world of his own so fantastic,
so utterly different from reality that
Bekker would have no trouble in rec-
ognizing a new bewijtched world.

An understanding of Marxism and

its main ideas becomes under such cir-
cumstances extremely - difficult. In
sharp contrast to the wxdcspread inter-
est which other peoples take in Marx-

ism stands the" aloofness of many.

Americans. Tt'is still a test of the lib-
eralism of a college whether the Gom-
munist Manifesto can be freely dis-
cussed in the classroom. Even liberal
instructors identify historical materi-
alism with economic determinism, ig-
noring the fact that Marxism stresses
that man makes his own history. This
ignorance of Marxistn is fatal, since
the theory first expounded in.the Com-
munist Manifesto is now guiding the
destiny of millions of people with whom

we have entered into the solemn cove- -

nant of the United Nations. How can
we understand the Russians if we ig-

nore their philosophy? They under-

stand ours well, too well.

It is sometimes amazing to see how

scholars and scientists who would not
write a sentence in ' their professional
publications without exact documenta-
tion are willing to accept the wild-
est hearsay evidence about so-called

“Communists” and “totalitarians.”
They may well ponder the case of a
contemporary - of Balthasar Bekker,
also a minister, the Reverend Cotton
Mather of Boston. Mather was an ad-
mirer of Newton, advocated the
Copernican system when it was still
heretical to do so, wasthe first to pro-
pose variolous inoculation in America
and was a botanist of no mean accom-~
plishment. Yet he believed in demons
and witches, ‘and is now mainly re-
membered because of the disgraceful
role he played in, the Salem witch
trials. His error stemmed from his in-
ablhty to’ apply the rationalistic doc~
trine, which guided him in so many
other cases, to the question of witch-
craft, despite the fact that in his day
the corré’ct position was pessible. There

“are too many Cotton Mathers in our

schools and pulpits today. Let them
remember, if not the words of Marx,
then at least those of Descartes and
comprise nothing more in their judg-
ment than has been presented so clear-
ly’ and distinctly as to exclude all
ground of doubt. g

Variation on a Theme

"That's fine, that's fine,” he said, smiling a smile of deep satis-

faction. It was obvious that the major was very proud of me.

By YURI SUHL

News Item: By a decree of the
Secretary of War, Robert Patterson,
issued on Apri 23, 1947, the Army
has abolished its policy of discrimina-
tion ‘in its cemeteries. Army officers
and enlisted men, white and Negro
alike, will now be buried side by side,

regardless of rank or race.

basic training in 1942. It was a

bleak and- dreary winter day in
Georgia. There was no snow on the
ground but the air was raw and the
cold penetrating. Right after breakfast
the Negro and white troops were
marched out (by separate paths, of

I RECALL an experience during my

course) to the range for target prac- .

tice. There, too, the Negro troops
were taught separately to shoot down
the common enemy.

The outhouses on the range were
few and far between and were con-
structed Southern style—with double
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accommodations and. separate en-
trances. Over each entrance hung a
small sign. On one it said} For coL-
ORED PERSONNEL ONLY. On the other
it said: FOR WHITE PERSONNEL ONLY.
It became part of every soldier’s set of
conditioned reflexes never - to open a
door before looking up at the 51gn
above it.

On that particular day something
went wrong with the drainage of one
of the outhouses, necessitating the hasty.
construction of another one right near
it, a sort of makeshift affair that would
have to do in an emergency. In their
great haste the six white soldiers who
were assigned to this unsavory but ur-
gent detail forgot to draw the color-
line in the freshly-dug outhouse. True,
it was an open-air arrangement and
there were simply no doors over which
to hang any signs. But that was no
excuse. Not in the Army, and certainly

not in the state of Georgia. These

soldiers - were - white men and they.
were supposed to be ingénious enough
to rise to any emergency, especially
so when it concerned the defense of
white supremacy.

This grave error, this serious over-
sight, could not be concealed very long.
For even in the state of Georgia, it
seems, a Negro will clamor for re-
lief just as persistently as a white man
will. It is known that the frequency
of such urges is usually accelerated in
cold weather. And it is heartening to
know that on this score, too, nature
does not practice racial favoritism—
even in the state of Georgia.

And this was a very cold day.

The outhouse, to use a military
term, was “activated” as sqon as it
was completed. And then it happened..

A tall, fair-haired lad from Ala-
bama suddenly discovered that he was
standing alongside of another soldier
of a darker complexiont. It is not known
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with certainty whether the white sol-
dier continued with what he was
doing or, at the sight of the black
soldier, stopped in the middle of what
he was doing. But that he lost no time
in reporting the incident to his first
sergeant there can be no doubt.

‘The sergeant considered the matter
too serious even for a top-kick to han-
dle so he reported it at once to the
second lieutenant, who rubbed his chin
gravely, commended the sergeant for
his alertness and hurried off with the
hot news to the CO.

The CO was a captain by military
rank and a gentleman by Southern
breeding. His face turned several col-

- ors in quick succession. His comment
was terse: ‘““The damn n—s.”

Seconds later the captain was in a
jeep on the way to the scene of the
incident. The lieutenant was at the
wheel, driving fast. When they
reached the outhouse they saw' it with
their own eyes: a Negro soldier and
a white soldier standing side by side.
The white soldier was one of the cap-
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—From “Les Lettres Francaises.”

tain’s own men. He was chatting
amiably with his Negro neighbor. As
the two officers alighted from the jeep
the soldiers finished their business in a
hurry, saluted and departed.

The captain circled the outhouse

a few times, examining it from all

possible angles. Obviously not much
could be done with this makeshift af-
fair in the form of thorough segrega-
tion. But the color line had to be
drawn. He made two suggestions:

1. That a plank be laid across the
urinal, separating it in two.

2. That a special guard be placed
to direct the white soldiers to one side

“and the Negro soldiers to the other.

ND that’s where I came in. I, who
had feared that because of my
lack of mechanical aptitude I would
not make a single important contribu-
tion to the war effort, was now given
the opportunity to serve my country.
The lieutenant himself came look-
ing for me and, in a tone of extreme

urgency, ordered me to fetch my rifle

&

and make it on the double. He took
me by jeep to the outhouse and there
gave me my instructions.

“Now your job will be to keep them
n——s from going this - way,” he said,
indicating with his hand what he
meant. “Make’m go all around that
way.” He made a semi-circle with his
arm to illustrate. “You’ll be excused
from all other duties for the rest of
the day. Your job will be to stand
guard here and keép your eyes open.
Understand?”

« “Yessir,” I said, and gave him-a
rifle salute.

As soon as he was gone I began to
reflect on the nature of my. assignment.
I was to direct urinary traffic for the
rest’ of the day. I was to take a half a
day out of the war effort to order
Negro soldiers—with all the authority
that an M1 rifle commands—to stand

on this side of the plank and not,

heaven forbid, on the other side.
“This way, buddy,” I would say to
the Negro soldiers, “this way.” ‘
They would stop and for a split
second stare at me in puzzlement. On
the way to the place they were in too
much of a hurry to fully comprehend
the enormity of the insult. But on the
way back they would shoot a parting
look of contempt in my direction.
Late that afternoon a jeep came
clattering across the field and stopped
close by the outhouse. A major emerged
from the vehicle. I gave him the rifle
salute and he returned it in the same
bored way that any officer above the
rank of second lieutenant would. Ap-
parently he had been informed of the
incident and had now come to inspect
the place personally. He observed the
captain’s plan in operation and was
satisfied with its effectiveness. He then
came up to me and said: “You are
making them walk @/l the way around, |
aren’t you!” A
“Yessir,” 1 said.
“That’s fine, that’s fine,” he said,

'smiling a smile of deep satisfaction. He

rewarded me with a moment of his
presence and a mild look from his
stern, military eyes. It was obvious that
the major was very proud of me.
Now that the War Department has
rewarded the Negro troops with com-
plete racial equality—in its military
cemeteries—] am not entirely unrea-
sonable in my hope that if this expansive
mood in the WD prevails for any
length of time, I may soon get a be-
lated DSC for having served my coun-
try above and beyond the call of duty
on that bleak afternoon in Georgia.
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review and comment

FREEDOM WITH A PLAN

A perceptive analysis of the Soviet Union's
accomplishments and its effect on men's minds.

By NORMAN EBERHARDT

THE SOVIET IMPACT ON THE WESTERN
WORLD, by Edward Hallett Carr. MacMil-
lan. $1.75.

LARITY and courage are the
‘ parents of truth. These quali-

—~ ties mark the latest book by
Edward Hallett Carr, Professor of
International Politics at the Univer-
sity College of Wales, an official of
the British Foreign Office from 1916
to 1936, one-time Director of For-
eign Publicity of the British Ministry
of Information and frequent editorial-
ist for The Times of London.

Professor Carr dares. His new book
is more than a standard for thesis writ-
ers. It is that rare phenomenon—the
old world looking clear-eyed at the
new. The argument that Professor
Carr presents in these six brief lec-
tures delivered at Oxford is that Soviet
practice and Soviet example, as legiti-
mate and pioneer extensions of democ-
racy’s potentialities, advanced beyond
and became the chief fertilizing fac-
tors in the more welcome develop-
ments in the capitalist democracies of
the West from Versailles to V-] Day
—such as’ the modern “Common
Man” concept in politics, national
planning in economics, acknowledg-
ment of full employment as a govern-
ment goal in the social field, etc. In a
historical section, Professor Carr dis-
misses all “East vs. West” balderdash.
Finally, he disposes of the “foreign
agent” cum witchcraff myth in to-
day’s world politics and declares that
peace alone, not war, can bring solu-
tions.

“The Bolshevik revolution,” Pro-
fessor Carr winds up, “owed its success
not merely to its own power and to
the enthusiasm which it genérated
among its disciples, but to the inner
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crumbling of the order against. which
it was directed. The impact of the
Soviet Union has fallen on a2 Western
world . . . where the democratic com-
munity was in urgent need of rein-
forcement against the forces of dis-
integration latent in individualism
[meaning “free enterprise”—N.E.]
and where the technical conditions of
production on the one hand, and the
social pressures of mass civilization on
the other, were already imposing far-
reaching measures of collective or-
ganization.”

“How then can the Western world
best meet this challenge?” Professor
Carr asks. In his answer, he con-
temptuously discards as “‘shallow” the
thought that military power can solve
such an issue. Neither does he recom-
mend any administrative magic with-
out popular participation. Instead, he
looks for a bridge in the new demo-
cratic political forms that have arisen
in Eastern Europe and elsewhere. He
emphasizes “the attitude of those
peoples [my italics—N.E.] who have
not made a declared choice between

Happy Birthday!

“I have lived to see the Soviet
workers and farmers build social-
ism in one country. . .. Knowing so
well the workers and farmers of
America, I know that they, too, will
build a socialist country more beau-
tiful than we can even dream of
today. . . . I am by no means closing
my life story. I expect to live that
for years to come.” So wrote Ella
Reeve Bloor in 1940, in the closing
pages of her autobiography, “We
Are Many.” NM greets this great
champion of a better world this
July 8 on her eighty-fifth birthday,
and wishes her many more years of

a full and fruitful life.

Western democracy and communism
and may prefer forms of government
intermediate between them,” which he
believes “will be mainly determined
not by ideological sympathies but by
the economic achievements and social
programs of Western democracy and
communism respectively.”” Here he rec-
ognizes without fear ‘“the support
which the Soviet Union indirectly de-
rives from those men and women in
the Western world who, diagnosing
the evils of Western society, believe
that some of the ideas inherent in the
Bolshevik revolution are relevant to
those evils and can be invoked to.cure
them.” That this belief has “some
validity,” he says, “hardly anyone will
any longer care to deny.” Finally,
Professor Carr warns his readers that
“no human institution or order of so-
ciety ever stands still” and “new forms
of social and economic action” are im-
perative.

Professor Carr is obviously not a
Marxist but his perceptive analysis
leads him into the camp of progress
and peace and is in itself a significant
contribution to these aims. Carr’s
calmly-reasoned book can and should
be used as a weapon against the “ideo-
logical” warmongers from Burnham
to Hoover and against those who have
chosen the atom bomb and the prison
as their way of meeting the “chal-
lenge,” the cruel and frightened men
from Rankin to Schwellenbach at
home to the Truman-Vandenberg-
Churchill-Bevin team in foreign pol-
icy, and all who would “contain” the
choice of the peoples with loans given
or denied, with guns pointed or fired,
all the way around the globe.

N vVvIEW of the bogey-shattering

strength of this book, it may be
worthwhile to review Professor Carr’s
opinions on some questions concerning
which the press lies so viciously and
the hysteria-mongers make their loud-
est noises.

Can “Western” democrats accept
the Soviet Union as a democracy? Pro-
fessor Carr says yes. He justifies this
view not only by noting that the word
“democracy” itself was first inserted
into the official inter-Allied statements
of World War II at the insistence of
Stalin, but also by references to his-
tory. Present-day Anglo-Saxon de-
mocracy is identified with weak cen-
tral governments and institutional
compromises, he says, simply because
its early period was marked by such
procedures, as in the compromise be-
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tween monarchic forms and constitu-
tional content. But even in England
the compromise became possible only
after the revolutionary dictatorship of
" Cromwell, who decisively smashed the
claim of the feudal elements to su-
premacy. And in France, the revolu-
tionary thinking that changed the his-
tory of all Europe never abandoned
the idea of a strong government as a
vehicle of majority will and a shield
against minority reaction.
In today’s society, in which labor
forms a majority, this idea takes the

form of state power in the hands of

the working class, operated by work-
ers for the benefit of all: who work.
Historically it-is not an abstract idea
of ““dictatorship”; it is, rather, the
opposite of the centralization of eco-
nomic and political power in the hands
of a small group of reactionaries. His-
tory has seen many democratic dicta-
torships (z.e., of the majority exerting
its full rights). Their outstanding
characteristic, from Cromwell through
Robespierre to the USSR, has been
mass participation in administration.
Professor Carr shows that capitalism,
though born of democratic struggles,
retreated fully from this conception
of democracy after 1848. At the same
time it began to discard the word
“‘democracy” itself, seeing .it, in the
words of Lord Salisbury, as a. state
in which “the rich pay all the taxes
and the poor make all the laws.” The
Soviet Union and the new democra-
cies of Europe and Asia do not con-
sider democracy real until democracy’s
enemies are separated completely from
the machine of government, until mi-
nority monopolies in property and of-
fice are eliminated.

Professor Carr says- that the eco-
nomic idea and example of the USSR
can be summarized in the word “plan-
ning.” The concept of planning does
not exclude freedom. On the contrary,
it properly means the freedom of the
- people to run their common resources
for their own benefit, instead of having
the profit of the few determine when
they eat and when they starve, which
is slavery indeed. Planning, to be
democratic, must have social aims. It
“‘makes nonsense of unemployment,”
which the USSR has long forgotten.

These ideas are further elaborated

in the “Social Impact” section of Pro- |

fessor Carr’s study. He points out that
while Soviet planning has inspired imi-
tation in capitalist  countries, it has
also exposed the fact that capitalism
and planning are basically contradic-
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tory. Laissez faire in its pure state
“has hardly any adherénts left except,
perhaps, in certain circles in the United
States.” But all Western economies
are its residuary legatees. This makes
full success impossible in projects that
“can only be based on comprehensive
social philosophy, decided not in indi-
vidual but in social or collective terms
and demanding recognition of social
responsibilities as well as rights.” A
plan, says Professor Carr, must be
simultaneously purposeful and popu-
lar. People will only subordinate them-
selves to it and overcome

opposition by the few when they are
given justice. “Discrimination between
human beings on irrelevant grounds

such as sex, race, color or class” must "

also be eliminated, as in the USSR:
Full security must be assured. “The
right to work is the socialist answer
to the capitalist doctrine of the reserve
army of labor.” Tt alone justifies the
duty to work.

To show the difference between
planning under socialism and national-
ization in countries like Byitain, which
are still capitalist in economy, Profes-
sor Carr writes: “There is no sufficient
evidence that the attitude of the British
transport worker to his job will change
becausé the particular- enterprise in
which he is employed is nationalized.
But it might be radically changed by
the realization that governmental
power as a whole, including the con-
trol of industry, was vested in an au-
thority representing his class and his
interests.”

These examples of Professor Carr’s
calm and well-expressed recognition
of the facts of the new democracy are
matched by many others, which make
the book a major aid to understanding.
At the same time, the limitations of
the work must be pointed. out. Marx-}
ists believe that the function of scien-

selfish ..

tific thought is not only to explain the
world but to guide in changing it. Pro-
fessor Carr explains many things, but
omits the methods of organizatioh and
action, by the working class and its
party , vanguard, which in various -
forms were essential to the creation
of the Soviet and other forms of the
new democracy. He does not show
how these forms have been established
and operated. In many cases his ex-
planations themselves thus become in-

.complete. -

This absence of a class analysis is
also responsible for some very ques-
tionable formulations in his treatment
of Soviet foreign policy. Here he also
ends with”'a recommendation that
Britain, while avoiding entanglement
with the United States, become the
center of a “power galaxy” intermedi-
ate between America and the USSR.
The question of colonial imperialism,
while touched on, is nowhere satisfac--
torily dealt with. Though he is no
follower of Churchill or Bevin, Carr
seeks some way of retaining old-fash--
ioned “‘great power” status . for his
country. For all his praise of the new
democracy he does not see that the
future of the British people can be as-
sured only if they themselves become
a part of a new democratic Europe
and world. -

A British critic, writing for English-
men, would have more to say along
these lines. In the American environ-
ment, the main and positive features
of the book assume more importance,
since they nail at the source the lies
with which the country- is  being
blanketed today.

In the Wild Grass

MASTERS OF THE DEW, by Jacques Roumain,
Translated by Langston Hughes and Mercer
Cook. Reynal & Hitchcock. $2.50.

JACQUES RoumaIN is a legend. He
is so well known that his name is
coupled with those of the great South
American writers, and. with his con-
temporaries in Cuba or France or
Spain. It is unfortunate that this hom-
age to a fine writer has never, with a
couple of exceptions, extended so far
as to allow fow the translation of his
work and its publication in the Amer-
ican press. I

By birth Roumain was not cut out
for the role which he made for him-
self. His grandfather was president of
the  Haitian Republic, and the young
Roumain was a member of the very
class which it was his dream to over-
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“throw. He cut his political teeth in

polemics against the American brig-
ands who were plundering his coun-
try in the best 1mper1ahst mode. Along
the way he discovered, in the manner
of Karl Llebknecht that . the real
enemy is one’s own capitalist ruling
class and Roumain ~changed from
bourgeois to revolutionary. That he
was no arm-chair revolutionist is

proven in the periods of exile and the

numerous imprisonments with which
his country honored him. Somewhere
along the way he found time to be-
come an important ethnologist, to
write four novels and to produce a
body of verse which earned him a vast
reputation but which few Americans

. have had any chance to read. The

present novel, his last, was completed
shortly before his death in 1944.
Masters of the Dew concerns itself
with the life and, death of a culture
hero. In its own way it is a kind of

long celebration of fert;ility rites, at’

the same time that it is a reahstlc story
of Haitian peasants.

- When  Manuel, the hero, returns
to his native island after fifteen years
in the Cuban sugar-cane fields, he
brings a little money and a great deal
of social consciousness. The little vil-
lage which he left as a boy seems,
upon his return, to have been “cursed.”
Not only are the VJIIagers divided by
a feud; the land itself is under a fierce
drought and the river that watered
the fields has dried up. The peasants
are left with a little white rum, voo-
doo rites, and the threat of starva-

“tion.

It is the mission of a culture hero
to unite 4nd to heal, but in the brawl-
ing and divided world of Fonds Rouge
this is not easy. His words may sound
like the truth, but according to Delira,
Manuel’s mother, the truth is probably
a sin. Manuel breaks the “curse” on
the village, ending the long period of
sterility, by discovering water in the
nearby hills; he and Annaise, who be-
longs to the opposite faction in the
village quarrel, celebrate the event by

making love besile the spring. To-

gether they try to bring the vendetta
to an end so that the villagers will
join in the collective effort needed to
dig a canal to the source of the water.
Manuel is murdered by one of the
factionalists, but his death accom-
plishes the unity for which he had
worked. The peasants begin to lose
their senses of sin and of blind neces-
sity and to put in their places Manuel’s
Yision of collective work—the great
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coumbite of the masters of the dew,

- This simple story is told with great
power and béauty. Roumain is as much
concerned with a nature myth trans-
lated into social terms as he is with
the surface relationships of his charac-
ters. As an ethnologist of reputation
he could not help being aware of the
broader implications of his story, and
the death of, his hero is accidental,
lacking in tragedy, and really unneces-
sary to the story unless we see in Man-
uel one of the line of Fraser’s scape-
goat-kings as well as peasant leader
and revolutlonary

Some of the individual passages in
the novel dre as fine as small poems:

Into the field of wild grass they went,
bare feet in the dew. Pale sky, cool, the
chant of guinea hens in the distance. Little
by little the shadowy trees, still laden with
shreds of darkness, regained 'their ‘color.
An oily light bathed them. A kerchief of
sulphur-colored clouds bound the summits
of the mountains. The countryside emerged
from’ sleep. In Rosanna’s yard the tamarind
tree suddenly let fly a noisy swirl of crows
like a handful of gravel.

This is Roumain the poet, writing
out of the tradition of the French sym-
bolists. ‘Throughout the book such
lyricism is balanced by the bitter and
hard-earned humor of the peasants
whom Roumain knew and. loved.
These farmers of Haiti, who feel that
“if work was a good thing, the rich
would have grabbed it up long ago,”
are the Joads of the Antilles, but they
have a smgular dignity. Masters of
the Dew is a good book to own.

. Tuomas McGRraTH.

Ammunition

LABOR FACT BOOK 8, Prepared by Labor Re-
;earc}; A:.cociatian International Publiskers.

“IN THIS hfe we want nothing but

Facts, sir; nothing but Facts!”
Thus spoke chkens’ Mr. . Thomas

Gradgrind, who so belabored his pupils .

with Facts that they learned nothing
of the dynamics of our changing world.

Yet participation in changing the
world necessitates a knowledge of facts
—many facts. What kind? For whom?
For what purposes? Will any almanac,
any compilation of statistics do?

-Facts like those compiled in the
Labor Fact Books (every two years

since 1931) by Labor Research Asso- -

ciation give sharp edges to the weapons
of the anti-monopoly forces.
Fact Book § is a handy manual of arms

Labor

REAUTIFUL svwﬁ“"
0* | Junction 2761
LR Starion: PAWLING, N Y.
Only 65 miles from N. Y. C.

MANY NEW IMPROVEMENTS and
ADDITIONS THIS SEASON

Complete and Varied So-

cial and Athletic Facilities

TENNIS, Night Tennis, HANDBALL
SWlMMIN(I-‘? BOATING, HORSE-
BACK, BASEBALL, CYCLING, Etcs

Our Food Is Tops

For the Utmost in Vacation
Value CHOOSE HlLLTOf

Under direction of
Paul Wolfson - Sol Rothauser
N. Y. Office: 105 Nassau St.

Tel.: . COrtland 7-3958

HOPEAELL JUNCTION,N.Y.

Wappinger Falls, New York

12 Hours to Country Charm and Seclusion

OUR CUISINE — OUR SPECIAL PRIDE
SPORTS — RECORDINGS — LIBRARY

Summer Rates: $45 o $55
: Stag Cottage, $35 weekly
July 4th Weekend (3 days), $30-$35
-+ Tal.: WHitehall 3-9331 or Wappinger Falls 469

Nori'll Branch Sullivan County, N. Y.
Talephone Collicoon 95 or 18
GALA JUI.Y; 4'TH - WEEKENﬁ

Wllham Gailmor, - Lecturer, July 19

MUSlC DRAMA SPORTS, TENNIS, LAKE
" ORCHESTRA, COCKTAIL BAR

Cor.; 'M‘a\(el mformaﬂcn ‘rates and roservahons
¢ call Cafy QOffice:
Daily GRamﬂ‘cy 7-5089; Sun., GRamcrcy 5-2473

P c t in fh‘e '
ln e res Berkshires
WEST CORNWALL, CONN.
on the beantiful Housaromic Rsver

A delightful Adult Resort

Main House & Deluxe Bungalows for 2
Boating, Swimming, fine Tennis, Bicycling
Music ' Recordings “and dancing.
Attractive July Rates
DIANA & ABE BERMAN

7[18 a)ooalanr)s

FOR ADULTS

For the Spirited:
hiking, swnmminq,
tennis, ping f
handball, volloyba mgs fireplace, good
archery, trout, ﬁhmq eating.
ART CLASSES held by JOSEPH ZENK
Rates: $47.56 and $50.00 weekly

SIGGIE GOLDNER. - Phone: PHOENICIA 33F4

PHOENICIA, N. V.

For the Lazybones:
sound movies, mod-
ern library, record-
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Make Your
Reservations Now
, for a Joyous Vacation at

’ Camp Lakeland

N SYLVAN LAKE
HOPEWELI. JUNCTION, N. Y.

Telephone: Hopewell Junction 85

With All Facilities for a COMPLETE
VACATION RATES $40 and U
DELICIOUS FOO H ALL SPORT!
TOP-NOTCH ENTERTAINMENT
N.Y.C.R. to Pawling; Busses Direct to
Camp from Dixie Terminal, West 42nd St.

T:lephone: GRamercy 7-8659
New York Office: | UNION SQUARE W.

POTTERSVILLE, N. Y.

Bob Adler and Cast of Stars ¢ Al Sheer &
Orchestra ¢ Harry Gottlieb, Artist ¢ Folk
Dancing ® Cozy Bar ¢ Private Sandy Beach
Swimming . Rowing . Motor Boating
Canoes + Bicycles ¢ Horses ¢ 5 Superb
Tennis Courts e All Sports ¢ New Dining
Room and LOUn“e S,
Phone: Chestertown 2830—City:
AN INFORMAL ADULT CAMP on SCHROON LAKE
LEAH OKUN, Director

MERRIEWOODE

Y Caump for Ndults Stoddard, N. H.
FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT: Beautiful Highland
i ake, 10 wiles long, wirh good fishing and free
e of hoats; interesting hiking thru woodland
hand hall and badminton courts
archery. riflery. croquet. square

xu' rennis.

huﬂiehﬁa rd.

Aoy
July & August Rates: $35, $60, $65
OLIVE G. BARON. Drrector

VSRRSO e

This Adult Camp

in safe little sheltered cove
near picturesgue Gloucester.
Salt water swimming, sailing,
bonnnb‘nd fishing on prem-

ncing. tennis, trips
and all sports. Six hours by
train from New York.

Werite for Bookl es, Rates

Gloucester, Mass.
* ABRAM RESNICK
Director

‘For a Capitol Vacarion”

HOTEL CAPITOL
LIVINGSTON MANOR. N. Y
Batbing, Fishing, Spring
Tennis & Handball Courts
Modern  Accommadations
Booklet,
July rates $40 to $48 per week per person
July 4 Weekend: $24 for 3 Full Days

Hoating.
Water,
Al Sports.

containing entirely new material, cov-
ering approximately the period 1945-
46. If you are an active anti-fascist
you need this volume, one of whose
outstanding features is a special chapter
on conditions of the Negro people. The
increasing cppression of this ten per-
cent of the population is a major aspect
of the drive toward fascism. It is grati-
fying to see LRA give so prominent
a place to this problem.

Other special features include: a
separate chapter on political action; a
section on the growth of monopoly
during the war; important material on
the anti-labor, anti-“Red” agencies;
and a very important section on farm-
ers and farm workers. The chapters®
on “Labor and Social Conditions,”
“Labor Abroad,” “Trade Union De-
velopments,” “Labor Relations and
Strikes” are on the usual high level of
accurate reporting we have come to
expect from LRA.

It was a little disappointing to note
the omission of any reference to the
maturing economic crisis. LRA’s “Eco-
nomic Notes” have been consistently
reporting the growing manifestations
of the coming crisis and they should
certainly have beer included in Volume
8. The highly valuable data on “the
relative position of the worker” is arti-
ficially separated from other data in
the chapter on “Labor and Social Con-
ditions.” This separation may give rise
to the erroneous concept that the lot
of the working class may be accurately
measured only by the real wages of
employed workers in relation to their
output—a concept which overlooks the
unemployed, and overlooks also the
many factors which are progressively
worsening the conditions of both em-
ployed and unemployed workers.

But the wealth of vital factual in-
formation in Labor Fact Book & far-
overshadows the weaknesses. It remains
a “must.”

ALBERT PrAGO.

Pendulum?

THE MARCH OF FREEDOM, by William H.
Hale. Harper. $3.

Tms layman s history of the Amer-

ican people”—to quote the book’s
subtitle—starts out with high promise:
“. . .-should we stand apart from the
lowly, from the people oppressed for
faith, from those who will not be
bound—then, in spite of all our riches
and our power, we are not what we
set out to be.” But the promise re-

mains unredeemed and the disappoint-
ment, therefore, is all the keener.

At one point the author, speaking
for himself, declares: “When one says
‘the public,’ one usually means ‘the
middle class.” ” Here indeed is a hasty
survey of American history as that
class might well view it—indecisive,
contradictory, shallow and frequently
ill-informed. To it, as to the author,
the record of American life appears as

“pendulum [swinging] from reform
to reaction” and back again, aimless,
full of movement, yet motionless.

In terms of haste it was refreshing
to find Mr. Hale confessing that while
he is certain Henry Adams’ nine-vol-
ume history of the United States dur-
ing the administrations of Jefferson
and Madison is “sparkling and inex-
haustible,” he “didn’t have the time”
to read more than one of them! It is
possible that more - extended study
would have eliminated rather serious
failings that must be indicated.

To buttress the exploded idea of
Jackson’s having “ushered in the spoils
system” and thus opened government
offices to incompetents the authority
cited is—Bertrand Russell! The ori-
gins of the Civil War are conceived
of mechanically, deterministically (as
Hale writes, “I can hardly overstate
my own debt to [Louis] Hacker’s
work™) and thus are misinterpreted.
In delineating the conduct of that war,
the author presents-a Confederate gov-
ernment enjoying universal mass sup-
port and a Union government whose
workers “wanted no part” in the fight,
and whose leader was forced, against
his will, to emancipate the slaves—all
of which is precisely the opposite of
the truth.

The account of Reconstruction (de-
pending heavily on George Milton and
Claude Bowers, with no mention of
Du Bois or Allen) is faulty and super-
ficial. ‘The decisively reactionary char-
acter of the Johnsonian Provisional
governments is totally missed, and, ac-
cording to the author, when these were
superseded they were replaced by gov-
ernments which, while at times well-
meaning, actually were simply crea-
tures of scheming Northerners who
“set up in office” Negro puppets.

The very scanty treatment of labor
shows the same tone of apparent in-
decisiveness and the same devastating
“fair-mindedness.” The heroic Molly
Maguires, whose frame-up and legal-
ized murders are blots as indecent as
those of Sacco and Vanzetti, were
“Irish roughs . . . who answered the"
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mineowners’ brutality with more bru-
tality.” And the result of the Hay-
market affair was to convince “or-
ganized labor that Sam Gompers was
. right”! In today’s life and death strug-
gle between finance capital and the
working class how is one to take sides?
For one sees only ‘“vast combines in
steel, motors, finance, utilities” on the
one hand and, on the other, “militant
labor organizations . . . striking back

. tying up fuel or component parts
or traffic at the expense of the whole
country” so that “somewhere in all
this the interest of the people at large
had been lost.”

The discussion of the United States
in foreign affairs between the two
World Wars is remarkable, perhaps
unique, for not once is the crux of the
matter—the appearance of the Soviet
Union and its repercussions—so much
as mentioned. And during the Thir-
ties, during the decade of debauchery
—of the rape of China, Ethiopia,
Spain, Austria, Czechoslovakia—IMr.
Hale can discern no more than a
“four-cornered confusion of counsel.”
This derived from haters of the New
Deal, fascists, isolationists and liberals
who insisted on  reforming America
and doing nothing else. T'o what shall
one ascribe the fatal omission of "the
millions of Americans whosé counsel
was not confused, who recognized the
world-wide threat of fascism and who
urged positive action and collective se-
curity—to carelessness, ignorance or
disingenuousness? ,

Having said so much it will sur-
prise no one to learn that in this March
of Freedom the paraders are all white.
Mr. Hale can spare but three words
for the Negro people — they were
“restless” and “hopelessly submerged.”
Period.

Such is an intelligent and liberal
“layman’s history of the American
people” after a study of the more gen-
erally known, accepted and standard
history books. What a commentary on
those books!

HERBERT APTHEKER.

Man and Farm

THIS IS THE YEAR, by Feike Feikema. Dou-
bleday. $3.

PIER Frixen is the hardy son of

Frisian immigrants who settled
challenging Siouxland, out near where
Iowa joins with Nebraska, South Da-
kota and Minnesota. At the. opening
of this 614-page novel Pier is a young
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man overflowing with confidence in
himself and Mother Earth; at its fin-
ish he is broken and old from wrestling
with the same lady. Through these ap-
proximately twenty years Pier and his
neighbors battle against the violence
of nature and against crippling mort-
gages. The hopeless struggle brings his
wife, Nertha, to an early, half-crazed
old age and death, and gives his son,
Teo, a bitter hatred for farming. The
struggle also embitters Pier, who walks
out of his auctioned house just as the

,dry earth splits it open, and off the

last pages of the book into an uncertain
future.

Feikema has sought to depict the
lives of his people with rich detail and
to give meaning to their fight by show-
ing their growth of understanding.
The economic forces which chain his
farmers to an unprofitable mill are
clearly shown, as is their need and
longing for socialism.

The novel develops through a series
of episodes. One misses the continuity
of story behind them because the sec-
tions are not knit together through
meaning. One never gets inside the
characters; their motivations remain
somewhat shadowy, amid the stark
recitation of incident. This failure
of the author to choose the pertinent
and telling among his rich material
tends to bog down the reader in a
mass of detail; the pace is slowed as a
result, and somehow the people and
their ideas lose conviction.

One could wish that the same care
which Feikema lavished on the details
of locale had been given to bringing
his people to life in flesh and blood.
Certainly the subject is worth it, and
perhaps if he had the profound lessons
he seeks to draw would have come
through.

RarLpu KNIGHT.

Books Received

INSIDE JOB!, by Herb Tank. New Century.
25¢. The story of Trotskyite intrigue in
the labor movement. The liveliest and easiest-
to-read account of the history of Trotskyism
and the practical work of the Trotskyites
yet to appear. Every trade union member
should study it.

I SPEAK FOR THADDEUS STEVENS, by Elsie
Singmaster. Houghton Mifflin. $3.50. A
somewhat simplified and sentimentalized ver-
sion of the life of the great defender of the
rights of the Negro people.

DARK DECEMBER, by Robert E. Merriam.
Ziff-Davis. $3. An account of the Battle of

IT'S VACATION TIME

WITH
THE

JEFFERSON
SCHOOL

AT

Busses
Direct
to
Arrow- i
head
from
School

w
|

Ellenville, N. Y. Tel. 502- 503
Reservations: ARROWHEAD or
Jefferson School of Social Science
575 Sixth Ave. WAt#kins 9-1600

Telephone for information

cfzwa/

DE-LUXE

CAMP

Chestertown, N. Y. FOR
CH-3830 ADULTS

IN THE ADIRONDACKS

Private 60-acre lake — All spotts
Stimulating Lectures
Luxurious Accommodations

Write — Crystal Lake
N.Y. Phone: Jefferson School
575 6th Ave. - WAtkins 9-1600

® YOURS! A little more
than EVERYTHING!

ALL SPORTS (profe;slonally
equipped) ... riding, too. .in

door recreations, Arts and
Crafts, good oating merry
company. entertainment staff,
musicales, open-hearth fires,
c".‘l,\;u)'y quarters (regular or de,

WOODBOURNE.NY. Tel WOODBOURNE 1150 &V//

l - ) - . e
HESTERS .30
A DELIGHTFUL HIDEAWAY IN THE MOUNTAINS

The ALLABEN

Ellenville 625 NAPANOCH NEW YORK
City Office: GR 7- 1882
ALL THE LITTLE THINGS THAT
MAKE A BIG VACATION
Cultural and Social Activities under supervision
of THE SCHOOL OF JEWISH STUDIES
13 Astor Place, New York City

FAST TENNIS COURTS . . . CRYSTAL ‘SWIM-

MING POOL . . . REGULATION HANDBALL
COURTS . ORCHESTRA . . . SOCIAL STAFF
AND ACTING COMPANY " . .  DE LUXE

ACCOMMODATIONS .
PLUS FAMED ALLABEN SERVICE

AND CUISINE
WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED FOLDER
Edelheit & Schneider, Mgr’s
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Classified Advertisements

50¢ a line. Payable in advance. Min. charge
$1.50. Approx. 7 words to a line.
Deadline, Fri., 4 p.m. -

RoKo GALLERY RoKo FRAMES

PAINTINGS — PRINTS — SCULPTURE
Expert framing at reasonable prices
51 Greenwich Ave. (east of 7th Ave. & 11 Bt.)

INSURANCE

‘ILEON BENOFF, serving a satisfied clientele
wince 1919, with every kind of insurance, in-
cluding LIFE INSURANCE, 391 HKast 14%th
Rt.. N. Y. Call Me. 5-0984.

INSURANCE

CARL BRODSKY—Any kind of Insurance in-
cluding Automobile, Fire, Life, Compensation,
etc. 799 Broadway, N. Y. C. Tel. GR. 5-3826.

EYE CARE

EUGENE STEIN, Optometrist—Eye examina-
tlons—Glasses Fitted—Visual Training. Room
507, 13 Astor Place (140 East 8th St.), NY §
GRamercy 7-0930.

PIANOS RECONDITIONED

Why buy a new -piano at today’'s inflated
prices? Let us recondition your old one. Origi-
" nal tone and touch restored. Ralph J.
Appleton: 157 East 56th St.,, Brooklyn 8, N. Y
DIckens 6-5777. PLaza 3-06686.

: TYPEWRITER CO.

Typewriters, mimeos, adders, office machines
repaired. Buy, sell, exchange. Monthly service
100% union, Vets. A & B Typewriter—633
‘Melrose—JE 8-1604.

VERMONT VACATION

ETHAN ALLEN FARM offers simple living
in beautiful countryside to a few guests. In-
ter-racial. $35 per week. Write: Miss Reland
Gray, R.F.D. 2, Chester, Vt.

HEALTH REST

Take a sensible Health-Building Vacation at
HEALTH REST vegetarian resort. Weekly,
week-end; moderate rates. Phone Nanuet 23186,
Nanuet, N. Y

CITY SLICKER FARM

CITY SLICKER FARM, Jeffersonville, Sulli-
van Co.,, N. Y. Swimming, barn dances. And
food! Mmmm! $36 wk. Booklet, Phone Calli-
coon 65 F 22.

FOR FREE

NEW MASSES needs comfortable chair or
small couch, table and reading lamp to equip
a waiting room. Phone GRamercy 3-5146.

REFRIGERATORS WANTED

If you know of any good, used refrigerators,
we are in the market for two. Write Box 66,
N.M.

7

RELAX — KEEP FIT!
" Special Yearly Gym OCourse
$185.00

Special For Boys
Boxlng Sclentifically Taught

WOMEN—Mon-Wed-Fri 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Special Short Courses

GOODWIN’S GYM

A 1457 Broadway (42nd St.) WI,

22

the Bulge by a combrut reporter attached to
the Ninth Army. He uses War Department
records and his own notes and papers, which
include records of interviews with German
generals as well as Eisenhower, Bradley and
Hodges.

MASTERWORKS OF SCIENCE, edited by Jokn

Warren Knedler, Jr. Doubleday. $4. A
digest of thirteen classics of science, among
them Euclid, Archimedes, Copernicus, Gali-

leo, Nevitori, Darwin, Mendel, Cune and’
Einstein.

UNTO THE LEAST OF THESE, by Emma Oc-
tevia Lundberg. Appleton Century. $3.75.
A historical survey and critical analysis of
public and private social service agencies
for children in the United States.

BIG COUNTRY TEXAS, by Donald Day. Duell,

. Sloan & Pearce. $3.50. One more in the

growing list of American Folkways books.

THE GAG LINE

THE chief literary means for de-

veloping character is dialogue. If
one objects that character is best re-
vealed in action I would ask him to
consider how much that we think of
as action finds expression in"speech—
the critical decisions, the climactic con-
fessions and so on. Action in the
physical sense is seldom presented. This
is particularly true in the theater,
where the “alarums and excursions”
go on in the wings, where the shot,
off-stage, renders the suicide or the
murder. " This has come to be true,
more and more, of the movies as well,
following the invention of the talking
film, which made the “lines” almost
as important in the screen script as in
the stage play. Despite the film’s illim-
itable freedoms . for action in visible
space the concentration on dialogue
has reduced the film set almost to
ordinary stage dimensions.

From this it would seem that dia-
logue would strive above all to be
natural, to be always “in character.”
But the tendency, almost universal in
films and increasingly in plays that
direct an over-anxious eye at the box
office, is to resort to that murderer of
character in dialogue, the gag line.

The gag line pulls attention away
from the character to itself, which
means, by proxy, to the script writer.
Since its sole object is to scintillate it
turns everybody into a master of
repaitee. There is no character dif-
ferention. Without character to con-

. tain it there is little that can last in

such writing. The audience has had
several hours of distraction, which
producers, of course,- consider a
money’s worth. But how many people
can remember last month’s movies?

In the films, by present Hollywood
practice, this is understandable. For
the most part the films tell vulgarized
fairy tales in which the personae are
not required to be more than charade
characters, expressed sufficiently by

costume and a few gestures. And since
film leads are all belles and beaus it
does not seem amiss to have them also
all wits. The gag line, there, is not
out of place; it is a congruent unreality
in a larger unreality.

In the films, too, the method of
working by squads of script writers
makes the gag inevitable. These Hol-
lywood writing collectives do not work
caoperhtively but competitively. Each
writer seeks to display more glitter
than the next so that more of his lines
will be used, since screen credits are
allotted according to the number. of
script pages the writer has in the
shooting draft. There is, consequently,
not a workmg with but a working
against one’s unchosen collaborators.
Unified character portrayal under such
conditions is impossible. The only unity
possible is that which is achieved—
the uniform glitter, the gag line that
makes all characters one.

When the gag line comes to the
theater it is in an analogous way. -
There is usually the forced collabora-
tion of the “play doctor,” whose in-
evitable medicament is the gag line.
The characters, of course, are forgot-
ten. The actors are supposed to mug
character in somehow behind the gag
line. If rumors of trouble on the road
precede a Broadway opening, if the
word is heard that the play doctor has
been called in, one can anticipate the
gag line. In one production I know of,
a producer had had courage enough
to take on an interesting psychological
play but not enough to leave it at that.
As his courage oozed he sought to
convert the psychological commentary
into farce. When the playwright
balked" at the transfusion of gag lines
into the dialogue, the producer had
the actors mug the original lines in
the hope that that might evoke the
safe and sure belly laugh. The play,
which might have had a chance if put
on for what it was, flopped when
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it was played for what it wasn’t.

A laugh is easy to extort. When
many people are brought together into
a confined space it is not difficult to
infect them with compulsive laughter.
Such laughter may make a loud sound
but it requires no genius to distinguish
the spontaneous from the compelled.
Even the box office records the differ-
ence. Most of the failures of the last
season were plays that relied on the
gag line.

Sometimes actors are so good, pro-
ject their defined and flavorous person-
alities so effectively, that they transcend
the lines. They overcome the handicap
of bad dialogue somewhat as great
European actors playing here over-
come the handicaps of an accent or
even of a foreign language. But such
victories are rare. Poor Luba Malina
vainly knocked herself out trying to
save Lovely Me, and James Mason’s
roguishly cynical lips uttering the gag
lines of Bathsheba also failed. The gag
line killed them dead.

For the theater is not like the
movie. Audience and critical taste and
judgment still count, despite the pro-
ducers’ efforts to kill them off. Where
the movie magnates with their monop-,
olistic block-booking can impose any-
thing on their audiences, the theater
producers must reckon with theirs.
Movie audiences have learned to ex-
pect little and go quite consciously to
kill time.*Theater audiences make an
occasion of it, bring higher expectations
and react vociferously to disappoint-
ment, react with the “word of mouth”
that can kill a play.

Theater audiences therefore still
count, and they have kept the gag line
from choking all life out of the stage
portrayal of character. And the result
is' that the movie magnates, seeking
something fresh by that safe capitalist
method of conquest, money, continue
to loom over Broadway with the deadly
checkbook. Istpor SCHNEIDER.

RECORDS

THE late Bela Bartok is at last getting

phonograph recognition, with the re-
cording of his Third Piano Concerto by
Gyorgy Sandor and the Philadelphia Or-
chestra under Ormandy (Columbia 674)
and the Violin Concerto by Yehudi Menu-
hin and the Dallas Symphony under Dorati
(Victor 1120). Bartok was a great national
artist, employing an idiom made up of the
melodic phrases, the meditative fantasy, the
rhythmic subtlety and percussive timbres of
folk music. He was also a great interna-
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tional artist, in the breadth of his forms, the:
lucidity of his thought, the sound yet:
groundbreaking character of his harmonic:
and contrapuntal science. He chose the most:
austere of models, Bach, as in the present:
piano concerto; the late Beethoven, as in:
his string quartets; the late Brahms, as in:
the present violin concerto. His music is:
similarly austere, without the lushness that
passes for romantic feeling or the prettiness:
that passes for neq-classicism. These works:
take many hearings to appreciate, but they-
are about as great music as our age has put:
forth. Both performances are excellent.
Marc Blitzstein’s “Airborne” Symphony
has been properly recorded by the group that:
first performed it—the New York City Cen-
ter Orchestra under Leonard Bernstein, the:
Shaw Chorus and the fine singers Walter
Scheff and Charles Holland (Victor 1117).
Blitzstein’s powers of musical description
and satire are first-rate. His range of positive
lyrical expression is narrow, however—this
being, I would say, the one great obstacle
to his becoming the epic artist he promises
to be. What he has most to teach composers
is the manner in which every aspect of his
form functions powerfully for the audience.
This is an exciting experience, a living piece
of the war we fought—with its horrors and

- its youthful laughter, its hatred of fascism,

its exultation over victory, its warning for
the future, put into clean and honest music.

-Kurt Weill, in his excerpts from Street
Scene, uses not the great folk jazz but its
sentimental Broadway derivative, which he
makes, however, into a nostalgically moving
and often eloquent music. Above all other
Broadway composers, he breaks with the
standardized ballad forms, he sets the word
phrase subtly and effectively —aided by
Langston Hughes’ poetry—and speaks as
touchingly through the orchestra as through
the vocal line. While missing the songful
strength of our popular music at its best
(and that is pretty rare), Weill has written
the most integrated and consistently musical
score for a Broadway show since The
Cradle Will Rock. Among the singers,
Stoska is outstanding (Columbia 683).

Virgil Thomson’s suite from the movie
The Plough tkat Broke the Plains is a most
tasteful and captivating setting of American
folk themes, performed by Stokowski and
the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra (Victor
1116). It is worth notice that this and the
Blitzstein and Weill works, in which the
American composer validly approaches the
American people, all derive in one way or
another from the “proletarian” art of the
Thirties and the WPA. What has happened
to the Federal Arts Bill?

Gian-Carlo Menotti’s ballet “Sebastian,”
conducted by = Mitropoulos, is charming
Italianate lyricism with a touch of Prokofieff
in the orchestral sound (Columbia X278).

Ravel’s Chansons Madecasses and Chants
Hebraiques are little masterpieces of his re-
fined and exotic song art, performed to per-
fection by Madeline Grey (Vox 186).

S. FINKELSTEIN.

SOCIAL STAFF, CASS
CARR & BAND — ALL
SPORTS — CHILDREN

CARED FOR ALL DAY.
Summer rate: $45-$48 in
- Hotel; $40-$43 Bungalows.
" Week-End Reservations Ac-
cepted, $7.50-$§8 Day. $I0
Deposit. :

Y

N. Y. Office: 33 Union Sq.
" Room 803. GRamercy 5-9243

Wingdale, New York

ACCOMMODATIONS AVAILABLE

Don't hesitate to call our New York
office about your vacation problem.
Make your reservations now.

$40 & $43 Weekly. N. Y. Office: | Union Sq.
AL. 4-8024. 10:30 - 6:15. Sat. to 1 P.M.

CAMP UNITY REUNION DANCE
THANKSGIVING EVE

50 miles ) amanasco
New York ) LAKE LODGE

An ideal place to spend a Summer Vaca-
tion . Recordings. Fine Library. Open
Fireplaces, Congenial Atmosphere, Famous
Cuisine. Write or phone, Ridgefield 820.

RIDGETPFIELD, CONN.

LES LETTRES FRANCAISES

The Leading French Progressive W eekly
Editor: Claude Morgan
¢

With the active collaboration of: Aragon,
Eluard, Cassou Vercors, Chamson,
Martin-Chauffier, Benda, etc.

The best French writers,
the best illustrators.

NEW MASSES will be pleased to forward
subscriptions without delay.

6 dollars
3 dollars

One year - - - -
Six months - - -




ONE YEAR OF NEW MASSES

Combined with one of
these books:

% ARTKINO presents 3rd

THE EPIC FILM STORY

or STALIN
AND THE SOVIET
PEOPLE FROM 1924
TO THE PRESENT!

o
w

X m m g
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COOL

THE GENTLE BUSH

by BARBARA GILES

List price $3.50; Comb. price $8.50

Reduction made from subscription rate
(regularly $6 a year), not book list price

Combi-

List nation
Price Price

KINGSBLOOD ROYAL ...... 3.00 8.25
by Sinclair Lewis

STALIN MUST HAVE PEACE..2.50 7.75
by Edgar Snow

THE DARK SHIP .......... 2.75 8.00
by Richard O. Boyer

MAN AGAINST MYTH ...... 2.50 7.75
by Barrows Dunham

THE MANY AND THE FEW 2.50 7.75
by Henry Kraus

CRITICS AND CRUSADERS..3.50 - 8.50
by Charles A. Madison

SIN AND SCIENCE ........ 2.50 7.75
by Dyson Carter

HURRY UP PLEASE, IT'S
TIME  eeeceeaaeaas 2,50 7.75
by Elizabeth Hawes

ALL MY SONS (Play)...... 2.00 7.25
by Arthur Miller

MIRROR OF THE PAST...... 3.75 8.75

by K. Zilliacus

BETRAYAL IN THE
PHILIPPINES ..cccoon.... 3.00 8.25

by Hernando Abaya

CLODS OF SOUTHERN
EARTH .ccieieeeeceaaaas 2.50 7.75
by Don West

NEW MASSES, 104 East 9th Street

New York 3, N. Y.

Gentlemen:
| wish to take advantage of your combi-

nation offer. Enclosed find $....ccccouo...
-

The combination desired istccccccuoaao ...

City ceccccccnccaaa. Zone.... State......
Add 50¢ or Canadian, $1 for Foreign Postage

Tremendously vital film—PM.
Artkino first with the complete story

“The Nuremberg Trials”

Also Ben Hecht’s

"SPECTER OF THE ROSE"
IRVING PLACE "W &
Y

THERE IS ONLY ONE

RUSSIAN SKAZKA
RESTAURANT
227 WEST 46th ST. o CI 6.7957

Jowish Life

JULY, 1947

Subscribe Today to

Political Affairs

THE A Monthly Magazine

PALESTINE QUESTION Desoted to she Theory and Practice

of Marxism-Leninism

Demand America Grant Justice JULY |947 ISSUE

To Yishuv . The Marshall Plan James S. Allen
by Alexander Bittelman The Fourth of July, 1947  Abner W. Berry
A Democratic Solution for Palestine
Alexander Bittelman
Foster’s Contribution to Trade Union
Theory and Practice Jack Stachel
American Imperialism and the
Colonial World George Phillips
What's Happening in the South

VOL. I, No. 9

What Next? by Moses Miller

Conversations on Arab-Jewish
Unity by G. Koenig

The Irgun Hoax

by Catherine Wilson
Nat Ross
+

Imperialism Strangles Palestine
Economy.. .. .. by Meir Vilner

Current Economic Trends
Labor Research Association
From the Communist Press of
Other Lands
On the Gradual Transition from
Socialism to Communism A. P. Lyapin
Book Reviews—
Facts That Expose Fiction Joel Remes
An Indispensable Labor Handbook
Joseph Roland

SUBSCRIBE THROUGH YOUR CLUB
OR LOCAL BOOKSHOP

SINGLE COPIES 25 CENTS

X-Ray on “Commentary”
by Louis Harap

Subscribe Today
JEWISH LIFE,
35 E. 12 St, New York 3, N. Y.
Please enter my subscription for one

TR nclosed, is check” (money order) for SUBSCRIPTION . . . $2.50
Name .................... .
Addr

meres NEW CENTURY PUBLISHERS
Gty e 832 Broadway New York 3, N. Y.
P.O. Zome................ State.........uuenneneeennnnn
FOR SINGING TOMORROWS—JOIN & PEOPLES

PEOPLES SONGS TODAY , SONGS, Inc.

4
In the Latest Bulletin ’ 235 E. Yl Ith St.,

4
THE INVESTIGATOR SONG ' pear sirs:
by Harold Rome J/ Enclosed $2.50 for

Plus Outstanding Articles & Songs ,  membership subscrip-

tion to Peoples Songs.
Story of the Singers Who Said '
MIX ABOLITION & ENTERTAINMENT

' .
Irish Revolutionary & Street.......................ciiiiiiiiiii.
French Partisan } S D N G 5 / .
Chinese Folk S Gty

/ Name.....................ccccovnnnn.
4




	01-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-676
	02-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-679
	03-v64n02-BW12-ju1-08-1947-NM-685
	03-v64n02-gra6-ju1-08-1947-NM-683
	04-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-687
	05-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-689
	06-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-691
	07-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-695
	08-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-694
	09-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-700
	10-v64n02-BW18-ju1-08-1947-NM-697
	11-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-703
	12-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-705
	13-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-707
	14-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-704
	15-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-699
	16-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-701
	17-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-693
	18-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-696
	19-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-692
	20-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-690
	21-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-688
	23-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-681
	24-v64n02-ju1-08-1947-NM-678

