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Just a minute

THE Nazis made many mistakes and
one of them, we are sure, was their Old
Soldiers’ Law, which returned to France
many war prisoners over the age of forty-
five. The Germans were careful about
which “old men” they" released, since they
were placing them in good positions ‘in
Vichy France and expected that esch of
them would be an ambassador of good will.
Sometimes the German judgment was ac-
curate but when they blundered, they blun-
dered big. The release of Claude Morgan
“was such a blunder. ‘
The Nazis found Morgan a job as In-
spector of Museums with offices in the
Louvre. It was a fine place for a good
Communist to be and Claude Morgan imme-
diately went to work with the Underground.
As Inspector of Museums Claude packed his
suitcase and his mind with the vital infor-
mation needed by the resisting patriots all

over France. Each “tour of inspection” was
paid for by the Germans in many more ways

and at a far higher price than they had
planned. In between such tours, when Mor-
gan was at the Louvre, his office would be
used for meetings of resistance people. The
tall, heavy doors of the four entrances
would be left open during these times so
that the meetings might be most quickly
adjourned and in the best possible direction.

Conversations at the meetings shifted from
planning the next blow at the enemy (when
the coast was clear) to the state of mu-
seums’ tapestries (when a Vichyite ear was
too close).

Perhaps Morgan’s most important assign-
ment in the Resistance was the project to
establish a clandestine cultural journal, Les
Lettres' Francaises. This venture was under
the direction of the brilliant young Com-
munist leader Jacques Decour-Dimanche,

" whose contribution to the struggle of French

intellectuals against the Germans is brightly
carved in the heroic history of that period.
Jacques Decour, as he ‘is more popularly
called, was the object of an endless search
by the Germans and the French secret
police. Morgan would meet him at an ap-
pointed hour each week before an obscure
Paris cafe —until Germans posters an-
nounced throughout Paris and in the Merro
that Decour, the Communist, had been ar-
rested. .

- For a while the work of Les Lettres Fran-
caises lagged. The Germans were busy sub-
jugating Decour to their special and scien-
tific brands of torture. The “wise” thing to
do was to go into hiding, but Morgan had
no use for this kind of “wisdom.” He was
certain that the Germans could in no way

manche, and on this conviction he gambled
his own life and the lives of his family. He
set to work to establish Les Leteres Fran-
caises single-handedly and brought out the
first issue, mimeographed, completely alone.
All the material in it was written by him-

- self—even a poem, the first one he had ever

written. Jacques Decour-Dimanche was exe-
cuted by the Germans without seeing the
first issue of the paper he had originated—
a paper which was to grow, under Mor-
gan’s directorship, into the leading cultural
journal in France. ’

Morgan organized a group around th
paper which included the poet Paul Eluard
and the novelist Edith Thomas, among
others. The paper made twenty appearances
during the occupation and at the time of
liberation of Paris blossomed out into the
foremost periodical it is today. :

Claude Morgan himself, now forty-nine,
guides Les Lettres Francaises, which pre-
sents the works of the best artists of France
—artists who are keenly aware of the world
they live in. Morgan’s thick black hair is ;
run through with iron-grey, and his heavy
eyebrows still leap or frown depending on
the turn in the conversation. In spite ‘of his
many duties Morgan has found time to
write novels again: his last, just published,
is entitled The Weight of the World. To-
day Morgan, the “old soldier,” feels young,
as young as the France for whose renais-
sance he works with all his great. talent and ‘
energy. :

Wé are happy to announce that Claude

.Morgan, editor, novelist, critic, political.
writer and patriot, will contribute a monthly ..

column to NEwW Masses; the first of which
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Beating the Cancer Menace

ODAY on this continent over half

| a million people are stricken with
cancer. The American Cancer
Society has proved that if the present
death rate continues (about 160,000
per year) some 17,000,000 of us will
be sent to the grave by various forms of
malignant growths. The public is
aware of this menace, for a recent
Gallup Poll showed eighty-one per
cent in favor of a huge federal anti-
cancer fund. But this is a sort of pro-
test vote. Nothing like the majority
has any real understanding of the
cancer problem. Cancer raises sharp
scientific, economic and political ques-
tion marks. This article is a bare out-
line of the extraordinary difficulties
facing our cancer research specialists.
To begin with, cancer is positively
not a disease of “modern civilized
man.” Ever since we began to study
the disease specialists have combed the
earth seeking just one animal which
is not attacked by cancer. If we could
find a cancer-free species, a study of
its cells would give the priceless clue
of comparison with all other animal
tissues. But dogs, cats, horses, mice,
elephants, fish and snakes—scientific
zoos have been ransacked without find-
ing an exception—all get cancer. A
puma roaming the wild hills is no more
resistant than a Park Avenue chihua-

hua living in hothouse conditions, and ,

the evidence all testifies that Neander-
thal man and his primeval ancestors
living on the food faddist’s nuts-and-
berries diet also died of the disease.
Years ago missionaries were regularly
turning up with rumors about an
Eskimo or Burmese tribe that had
never known cancer. But when an
oncologist—the specialist in cancerous
growths—voyaged to these people he
always found cancer victims among
them. A few forms of cancer are
caused by specifically “modern” agents
like synthetic chemicals, but even here
the open question is why some indi-
viduals are more susceptible than others.

Nor is cancer a disease of maturity
or aging. True, it is rarer in babies and
children. But far more tots under
school age are killed by cancer than
by infantile paralysis. Even more
startling: in the school-age group of
five to fourteen years cancer takes
more youngsters to the grave than
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By DYSON CARTER

diseases which parents consider espe-
cially menacing, such as diptheria,
whooping cough, measles and dysen-
tery. )
These facts alone make cancer ab-
solutely unique.” But there are other
cruel distinctions. This killer strikes
with more weapons than any other dis-
ease. There are hundreds of its
“agents” already known and the list
is far from complete. The wound can
be inflicted anywhere from your scalp
to the tip of your toes, from the outer-
most layer of skin to the very center
of the bone marrow. :

The simplest description of cancer-
ous growth, and the only one we can
give here, is in the word malignant.
For unknown reasons a body cell be-
gins to multiply without its natural
restraints, grows malignantly and in-
vades the territory of other cells. Like
a finance . capitalist it monopolizes
everything, growing with a blind and
ruthless disregard for the welfare of
the body as a whole. Death comes in
various ways, but usually as a result
of some vital organ being starved or
because of poisons formed when the

mass of malignant tissue begins to
starve and starts decomposing.

What makes a healthy cell malig-
nant? The scientist who answers that
question will sit at the right hand
of Pasteur in the Hall of Fame. Before
we look at some of the guesses it is
useful to ask the question in another
sense. What things start malignancy?

Thirty years ago research was just
beginning. Now we know of more
than 300 cancer-causing agents, or
carcinogens. These carcinogens can be
cither internal or external, and their
range is appalling. Brief exposure to
fiercely hot sunshine will start cancer
of the lip. A blow on a woman’s breast
or on a man’s testicles may write the
terrible death sentence deep inside an
injured cell. Someone else’s body will
stand the blazing sun for fifty years,
or take incessant pounding from a ma-
chine at the factory bench, and there
is no cancer clinic that could predict
if and when malignancy will appear.

An infectious disease, itself very
easily cured, may start cancer. So will
many dyes and other chemicals. But in
certain individuals so will the motor
oil which is handled without harm by
millions. And so will seemingly harm-
less things like asbestos, cloth in a tex-
tile mill, the gas we cook with and
the coke in our fuel bins. If you sought
escape from carcinogens you would
have to flee not only from “modern
civilization” but also from our planet
itself, because cancer strikes in the
wilderness where there are no factor-
ies, no human beings. You might get
it from a fragrant tree sap, from a
bump or a burn or some uncontrollable
change inside your body.

The number of carcinogens is a
baffling factor. The variation in indi-
vidual susceptibility is worse. But
another fact about cancer that has
defeated many a weak-willed re-
searcher is what we might call “delayed
action.” For example, X-ray techni-
cians may be stricken within thirty
days of an acute radiation burn, while
others go unharmed for years. A
worker in a dye factory will quit that
job and stay healthy, only to come
down fifteen years later with a milig-
nant growth of the urinary tract that
is typical of dye carcinogens.

Even this riddle is topped by the



almost infuriating facts about cancer

and inheritance. Some rare families .
may show ten out of sixteen children

blinded by retinal tumors, or, an un-
usually high incidence of breast can-
cer. That is not too difficult to theor-
ize about. But why do identical twins
both get cancer twice as often as non-
identical twins? And what weird gene-

tical mechanism causes so many iden-

tical twins to get malignant growths
suddenly at the same time, in the same
body -organ, with the disease running
the same course in both individuals
even though they live far apart, work-
ing in different occupations?

Just three more challenging side-
lights on the puzzle. Why is a person
who has had a cancer more likely to
get another different growth than is
the normal individual? Why will one
mole or skin-spot suddenly become
malignant when millions remain harm-
less from birth to death? And how is
it possible that many specific types of
cancer may result from widely differ-
ent carcinogens, like radium rays,
sunlight, dyes and injuries?

PERHAPS you have already jumped

from these facts to one basic theory
about cancer: it is possible that in the
thousands of different forms of malig-
nant growth attacking every type of
cell there is a single final exciting

cause. Call it a trigger. You may load -

different rifles in many different ways,
with all kinds of shells and a wide
variety of charges and primers, to say
_nothing of infinitely numerous targets
to be ajmed at, but every last shot is
set off by the pull of a trigger. What
is that deadly action inside the living
cell—and what pulls the trigger?
. Posting that hypothetical agent on
the Wanted list leads some research-
ers to the ultimate in optimism. They
hold that something will give us the
secret of preventing, maybe curing, all
forms of cancer. But clinical experi-
ence makes other men sadly pessi-
mistic, -if only because so often we do
not know any malignancy exists, al-
though a few weeks later the robust
patient may enter a hospital for the
last time. “Precancerous lesions” ap-
parently never develop in some of the
most fatal kinds of malignant growth.
This argument the optimists quickly
discount. Eventually, they say, we will
have a quick test for cancer in its ear-
list stages, as positive as the urine test
for diabetes. In the Soviet Union the
discovery by Guryich that mito-genetic
rays (emitted by all living cells, of
wavelength between ultraviolet and
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X-rays) change with. the onset of dis-
ease is now being applied experi-

‘mentally by Pototskaya to the- early

diagnosis of cancer. In America some
success has been achieved by examining
fluids washed from the stomach, identi-
fying cancer cells long before gross
symptoms are noted. Over and above
the major research problems is this
central diagnostic hurdle that is bar-
ring the way to many known curative
treatments which are effective only in
the earliest stages of malignancy.

And of course all facts about the
theory of cancer must be read in the
light of known curative methods. De-
spite the prevailing mysteries medical
science today can cure, for example,
ninety-five percent of all skin cancers,
#f they are diagnosed and treated soon
enough. Great advances have - been
made in curing cancer of the breast
and even the graver intestinal tumors.
As the American Public Health Asso-
ciation was told this winter, in the last
ten years the death rate in cancers of
the skin, mouth, breast, uterus,
stomach and liver have been steadily
falling, most rapidly in Massachusetts,
where an educational campaign began
in 1933. Side by side with research we
desperately need more anti-cancer
propaganda and clinical services on a
national scale. If we had these, our
doctors, using present knowledge,
could save no less than 50,000 Ameri-
cans yearly. Regular medical examina-
tion and immediate attention to any
change in the body (external or func-
tional) remain the individual’s only
means of defeating cancer.

ow, where does basic cancer re-

search stand? The number of
investigations at present under way is
so great and the literature so vast that
a brief condensation of the 1946 work
alone would fill this magazine. So we
shall select the broadest theories.

First, cancer and diet. Innumerable
quacks have prospered on superstition
about cancer and “civilized” food. We
have only a few unsubstantiated facts
regarding the role of vitamins. But
this year at McGill University the re-
port: of an empirical connection be-
tween lack of Blvitamins, liver degen-
eration and one form of breast cancer
has revived experimental work in this
field. A few months ago Alabama
Agricultural Experiment Station scien-
tists disclosed that lack of choline (a
simple organic base sometimes classed
as a vitamin, present in food and also
an end-product of glycine metabolism
in the liver) will cause a high percent-

age of cancer,in the lungs and.livers
of rats. The importance of this dis-
covery cannot be .exaggerated because
it is the first time cancer has been pro-
duced by dietary deficiency alone
under controlled conditions.

From the Royal Cancer Hospital
in England comes word that rats have
been protected from liver cancer
(caused experimentally by feeding a
dye carcinogen) by giving them fresh
milk daily. This discovery is now being
carried ‘to remote districts in Africa’
and Asia where the incidence of liver
cancer is very high in certain tribes
rarely drinking milk. A

However, it is improbable that any

‘general cause of cancer will be found

in dietary factors. Bittner at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Medical School
has lately claimed that mice mothers
transmit cancer of the breast to female
offspring by three factors: a substance
in milk, inherited susceptibility and
“gland stimulation,” and he has pre-
vented such cancer by feeding off-
spring on milk from non-cancerous
mothers. But his conclusions are ques-
tioned by those who advance the well-
supported theory that a general cause
of malignancy will be found in some
form of virus or enzyme.

Potter at Wisconsin likens enzymes
—biochemicals vital to food utilization
and cell growth—to railway switch-
men. He told the American Chemical
Society: “In cancer cells, defective
enzyme systems would act like sabo-
teurs in a switchyard, sending trains
off on the wrong track.” And he looks
forward to cancer cures based on exact

‘knowledge concerning enzymes found

in normal and malignant tissues.

Of all basic theories the cancer virus
idea is farthest advanced. Several
American and English workers have
proved that a filterable extract, which
behaves like a virus, can be taken from
cancerous mice and grown in eggs
just like the viruses of smallpox and
yellow fever; this substance can be
transferred from egg to egg for
months and still cause cancers when
injected into healthy mice. And in a
recent report, by Dr. Cowdry of
Woashington University there was ex-
pressed the cautious hope that at any
moment some laboratory may dras-.
tically simplify the whole course of can-
cer research by discovering a more or
less universal carcinogen down at the
near-protein, virus-enzyme level.

It was this prevailing expectancy
that led to undisguised excitement and
envy when Soviet medical authorities
last autumn released in quick succes-
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sion two very important discoveries.
The first was by Roskin, based on
research started at Moscow State
University in 1926. He worked with
the organism trypanosoma kruzzi,
agent of a ‘rare disease in men and
other animals. Roskin developed a
strain of trypanosomes which destroyed
cancer cells in mice, later killing the
animals. In 1939 this was taken over
by the clinical theoretician Klyueva
(now Dr. Roskin’s wife), who in the
last seven years has experimented with

no less than 13,000 mice. Klyueva pre-

pared from dead trypanosoma a virus-
like substance named K-R which
effectively destroys cancer cells in a
high percentage of mice, without kill-
ing the animals, .

Contrary to anything else you may

have read about K-R in our press, it

‘was hailed by Moscow scientists' and

all other medical centers only as a
momentous stride forward, the first
great step towards a theoretically
sound practice for tackling malignant
growths at the biochemical level.
The second discovery was an-
nounced by Soviet Academician Gama-
leia, with Muromtsev and the surgeon
Krasheninnikov. It is not unrelated to
the K-R research, though quite inde-
pendent. In this work, again the first
of its kind ever reported, a number of
patients dying of inoperable tumors
were cured. Their cancers were
destroyed not by foreign substances of
the K-R type, but by anti-cancer sub-
stances produced in the patient’s own
body. The body was stimulated to this
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activity by transplanting cells from ex-
ceptionally virulent “spreading” can-
cer (fresh tumors called metastases,
from the lymphatic glands) to a
healthy area of abdominal skin. Ap-
parently in fighting this sudden “in-
vasion” the healthy tissues produced
enough anti-cancer substance to enable
them to kill both the new invader and
the older, well-established malignant
growth.

“We must not think,” said Gam-
aleia, “that we have already found a
complete method of fighting cancer
. . . but we can already say that we
are on the right road.”

As this article is being written news
comes from the Carnegie Institution
of Washington that Lewis, Aptekman
and King have completed work on
cancer in rats, very similar to, though

~on a lower plane than, Gamaleia’s

discovery. The Carnegie doctors have

produced - an anti-cancer substance -
from cancerous growth. This cured

ninety-nine percent of grafted tumors

in rats, which tumors proved fatal to

100 percent of 5,000 rats not given

the protective treatment. The report

reads like the preliminary work done

by Gamaleia and associates quite a few

years ago, on mice.

ast spring Dr. Cowdry, a leading

investigator in cancer, spoke of
the Pepper-Neely Cancer Bill before
Congress in these words of real yearn-
ing: “Soon we may be able to put
away the smoked glasses and the beg-
ging bowl and get along with the job,
without having to spend half our time
trying to raise money to pay for experi-
ments.”

In the last Congress the Pepper-
Neely bill asked the legislature for
$100,000,000 for cancer research and
treatment. The bill got nowhere, even
though a Gallup Poll showed that a
large majority of Americans were will-
ing to meet this expense. Sen. Pepper
has introduced another bill (S 93) in
this Congress, again asking for $100,-
000,000—a trifle compared to the
more than $11,000,000,000 arms
budget asked by the White House.
Thinking of the 50,000 Americans
who will needlessly die of cancer this
year—whose lives could be saved by
known treatments unavailable because
there is no money to fight cancer—our
medical scientists are indeed angry.
And they are not alone. For the com-
munity at large is beginning to realize
that the DuPonts and the Mellons are
more interested in bullets than in hu-
man life.
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PROGRESSIVE UNITY OR DIVISION?

The Red-baiting Loreleis try to lure liberals into reaction's swamp.

Why cooperation of all progressives, including Communists, is essential.

By A. B. MAGIL

F YoU are looking for a progressive
I political movement to get into, you

may be puzzled by what happened
in the past few weeks. Two new or-
ganizations have come into existence,
both claiming the Roosevelt heritage,
both summoning the people to a new
Armageddon against reaction. Pro-
gressive Citizens of America and
Americans for Democratic Action—
noble names that imply unity and com-
mon goals. Yet between them lies a
wall of ice and they are moving by
separate paths. :

Is this inevitable? Must we always
find “captive good attending captain
ill” through the division of the forces
that battle reaction? There are those
who make a profession of disunity
and they seem to have found noth-
ing so effective in practicing that
profession as the Red bugaboo. One
and -a half years after the death of
Joseph Paul Goebbels his soul goes
marching on.

While few liberals whose names
aren’t Morris Ernst will embrace the
more lurid lucubrations of the Rankin-
Thomas committee, many all toq read-

On Safari With Harari
YA

X In
‘madge the Legislature undoubtedly,
* prevailing opinion among'
the etectorats.
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ily accept their substance. And at the
moment when independent progres-
sives, recovering swiftly from the ef-
fects of the Republican election victory,
are seeking to join forces in order to
challenge reaction and frustrate its
plans for 1948, they are being asked
to introduce into the very heart of an
infant movement this fatal lesion, the

anti-Communist lie by which Hitler

sought to enslave mankind and by
which our own Republican and Demo-
cratic bourbons likewise hope to di-
vide and conquer. Fantastic, isn’t it?
Yet this is what the leaders of the
Union for Democratic Action, with
whom anti-Communism has long been
an obsession, are attempting to do
through. a new organization, Ameri-
cans for Democratic Action, to which
they have persuaded a . number of
prominent liberals — Wilson Wyatt,
Chester Bowles, I.eon Henderson,
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and others—
to lend the prestige of their names.
The statement issued by the confer-
ence that launched ADA declares:
“We reject any association with Com-
munists or sympathizers with com-

Capehart, Explaining His Bilt
at Hearing. Says Back Pay
Suits Menace Industries

munism in the United States as com-
pletely as we reject any association
with fascists or their sympathizers.”
This monstrously false equating of
communism and fascism was supple-
mented with an announcement of a
“severe screening” for all membership
applicants—evidently a “liberal” ver-
sion of the old Japanese “dangerous
thoughts” law.-

‘The action of the ADA conference,
taken under the tutelage of its UDA
manipulators, rests on premises which
in ‘my opinion must be challenged not.
only by Communists, but also by non-
Communist progressives.  Otherwise
the labor and progressive movement
will be dangerously divided and weak-
ened at a time when reaction, tasting
new power, is preparing a cold pogrom
on American democracy, of which the
anti-labor bills are only a -foretaste.
These premises were stated some
months ago by the national. director
of the UDA, James Loeb, Jr., who
has now become secretary-treasurer of
the new organization. In a letter to
the New Republic of May 13, 1946,

Loeb declared that American progres-

'
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$191903000 IN 1946

Net for Year Is Equivalent to':
'$9.41 a Share, Against $8.66

in the Preceding-Period

.co,&warlu :: the Beli teleph
mpanies have found it necessary
ito ask regulatory bodies to approve
Ancreases in rates, Mr. Gifford de-
clared, reported that “in-
-Creased rates amoun to $3,800,-
000 annually are being placed in
,:if::‘ctfln ‘t.hrse stu;es and applica-|

or increases

’in,fou_rteen others.” =ve been made
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sives must make two decisions: first,
whether they believe that international
tension “‘is due exclusively to the im-

perialistic, capitalistic, power-mad war- -

mongering of the Western democracies
aimed at the destruction of the peace-
loving workers’ democracy of the So-
viet Union,” or whether the problem
is more complicated, with both sides
to blame; second, whether “the sole
objective of the progressive movement
is economic security, or whether hu-
man freedom . . . is still 2 commend-
able objective. . . .” Assuming, Loeb
continued, that “the democratic pro-

gressives of America will decide for

the second of the two alternatives in
each case,” they must then make a
third decision: “whether or not they
can or should work within the same
political organizations with those who
have decided for the other alternatives,
namely the' Communists.” [Emphasis
in the original—A. B. M. ] ’

OEB began by framing alterna-

tives in rigid, absolute terms that
bear only a distant resemblance to the
rea] issues within the progressive move-
ment. But see where he has ended: in
the name of disassociation from Com-
munists, he has concluded that ¢l who
do not accept the alternatives of his
group are Communists and must be
cast into stygian darkness. Is this the
kind of “severe screeming” that Loeb
and his intimates propose to introduce
in ADA? And is it on the basis of
such a test that he and the other hate-
Russia “liberals” of the UDA, the
Liberal Party, and the Social Demo-
cratic Federation (not to be confused
with the genuine liberals whom they

A

GALLS FOR REVISION
OF WAGNER LAW

P
Labor 1aW changes advocated by
Mr. White included: Freedom of

cketing; regular election of
union o%ﬂchln_ by secret ballot;
abolishment of the closed ahop nnd'
check-of{ avstem.
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are using as a front) have virtually
read Henry Wallace out of the pro-
gressive movement because he dared
to challenge the Byrnes-Vandenberg
betrayal of the Roosevelt foreign pol-
icy? . ‘

Here in the very effort to draw a
line within progressive ranks that will
separate Communists from non-Com-
munists Loeb offers proof that this
must inevitably result in a sweeping
purge and widespread disunity.

Among the principal reasons Loeb

gives for excluding those whom he
and his colleagues choose to define as
Communists is the following: “No
united-front organization will long re-
main united; it will become only a
‘front.” ” This is chiefly due to the
fact that “independent liberals, whether
we like it or not, simply will not group
themselves into a disciplined, semi-
conspiratorial caucus whose aim is to
retain or obtain control of the organ-
ization.”

Let’s look at this argument soberly.
In the first place, it simply isn’t true
that an organization which includes
Communists must inevitably split and
become a mere “front” for the Com-
munist Party. Among organizations
whose membership includes both Com-
munists and non-Communists are the
CIO, the AFL, the CIO Political Ac-
tion Committee, the National Citizens
Political Action Committee, the Inde-
pendent Citizens Committee of the
Arts, Sciences and Professions, the Na-
tional Lawyers Guild, the Southern
Conference for Human Welfare and
many others. Second, the caucus is an
old - fashioned American institution
which Andrew Jackson — who never

The American poet ard novelist|
E. E. Cummings was singled out|
by the Moscow critic, who de-|
clared:

“He attacked the appearance ‘of]
any kind of ideology in literature.
But in ‘a discussion on war poetry
he did not refrain from the bigxe-t
lies about the Soviet Union.”

Mr, Cummings yester-

y:
“To be called a lisr by anyone:
eéven remotely associated with the
present Russian tyranny is, in my
proud and humble opinion, & strict-
1y unmitigated honor.”

heard of Marx, Lenin or Stalin—em-
bedded in our party system; words like
“semi-conspiratorial”’ are simply seman-
tics for the other fellow’s caucus.
Third, as an expert on communism,
Loeb ought to know that it is a decade
or more since the Communist Party
dissolved all its caucuses in progres-
sive organizations. Fourth, in the na-
tion’s largest trade union, the United
Automobile Workers-CIO, it is the
Communists who have ‘repeatedly
urged the liquidation of all caucuses
—a plea that has so far gone un-
heeded; one of the most intransigent
caucus leaders in the UAW is Walter
Reuther, one of the founders of ADA.
Fifth, at the recent CIO convention,
a caucus of Right-wing delegates took
place—a minority caucus, semi-con-
spiratorial in nature; the man who
gave the caucus its “line”—a violently
anti-Soviet “line” — was none other
than the national chairman of the
Union for Democratic Action, Prof.
Reinhold Niebuhr.

FORTUNATELY there are many pro-

gressives on whom the bitter les-
sons of the fascist holocaust have not
been lost. They believe with the liberal
Republican, Councilman Stanley M.
Isaacs, who wrote concerning the Loeb
letter: “To do what Mr. Loeb sug-
gests is to fall for the strategy which
fascists and their predecessors have used
since time immemorial to divide and
conquer—to destroy their opponents
piecemeal. . . . If the liberals -succumb
to Red-baiting tactics, just as many in
Germany fell for the Hitler tactic of
Jew-baiting, the sure result will be dis-
organization in liberal ranks and the

“Strikes should be definitely abolished.

Harari.
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OF WAGNER LAW

bor law changes advocated by
M;.‘ White included: Freedom of
speech for employer as well as
unions; holding unions equally re-
sponsible with employers; penalty
for labor and unions for mass
picketing; regular elsction of
union officlals, by secret ballot;
abolishment of the closed shop and
check-off avstem.
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But in ‘a discussion on war poe
he did not refrain from the biggest
lies about the Soviet Union.”
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defeat and political slaughter of liberal
leaders.” (New Republic, May 20,

1946.) It was a constructive and uni-

fying spirit that animated the recent
convention which” merged NCPAC,
the ICC and eight smaller groups to
form the Progressive Citizens of
America. The PCA constitution sets as
its aim: “to unite all progressive men
and women in our nation, regardless
of race, creed, color, national origin
or political affiliation, in an organiza-
tion which is independent of political
parties and dedicated to the objectives
enumerated herein.” What more ur-
gent task can progressives have in this
time of Vandenberg, Taft and Rankin
than to rally around a standard such as
this?

There 1is, however, still another.

group of progressives who seek a mid-
dle ground between PCA and ADA
and are critical of the way both have
handled the Communist question, PM
and specifically Max Lerner has ex-
pressed the views of this group. It is
one thing to seek a common ground
of action between PCA and ADA—a
very desirable thing. But it is another
matter to search for a middle ground
between divisive Red - baiting and
united progressivism. This is an il-
lusory quest which must lead to im-

palement on both horns of a needlessly -

created dilemma. At the same time I
feel that the PM-Max Lerner view
must be sharply distinguished from that
of Loeb and the New Leader. Lerner
rightly criticizes ADA (PM, January
9) for failing to make “a clear distinc-
tion between being non-Communist
and being anti-Communist.” He strikes
out strongly at ‘“the indiscriminate
lumping of Communists and fascists.”
“The Communists,” he argues, “fought
the fascist enemy alongside of us in the
war. They still have huge stakes in
fighting the fascist enemy. . . . To
‘lump the Communists with the fascists
is an atrocious reading of history, an
invitation to chaos in international re-
lations with Russia and Eastern Eu-
rope.” And he points out that the
ADA approach “will alienate many
liberals who prefer to do their thinking
straight.”

However, after rejecting this ap-
proach, Lerner accepts the major prac-
tical conclusion that flows from it: that
Communists and those described as
Communist sympathizers should be ex-
cluded from the progressive movement
even though he concedes it may mean
a loss of strength and unity—only tem-
porarily, he thinks. But why exclude
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them at all? Because the Communists
“believe neither in democracy nor in
freedom—or believe only in their own
very special brands of both.” This is
one of those blanket assertions which
evidently must be taken on faith since
it is not susceptible of concrete proof.
Just when and where have the Com-
munists shown a disbelief in democracy
and freedom, or a belief only in their
own special brand? By the fact that
they “fought the fascist enemy along-
side of us in the war”?! By the fact
that “they still have huge stakes in
fighting the fascist enemy”?! By the
fact that they are, to quote Lerner
again, “sturdy opponents of reaction”?

Es, the Communists do believe in

a special brand of democracy and
freedom: the superior socialist brand.
It is just this that makes them the most
passionate defenders of the more lim-
ited democratic gains
capitalism, gains whose defense and
extension are inseparable from the ad-
vance to socialism. Perhaps this is what

Freda Kirchwey has in mind when.

she says in her Nation piece (January
11) that the Communists prove em-
barrassing to some liberals because of
“their habit of doing first and more
energetically a lot of things the rest
of us are sure we could do better but
haven’t quite: got areund to.”

Alice in Wonderland encountered
no greater marvel than this: that those
who fight fascism in war and in peace
are charged with “totalitarianism,”
while a David Dubinsky, who split the
American Labor Party rather than
abide by the will of the majority and

won under

endorsed a reactionary Republican
for Congress in an effort to defeat an
outstanding progressive, Vito Marcan-
tonio, passes for a believer in democ-
racy and freedom!

And who is to define that infinitely
elastic term, “Communist sympa-
thizer”? Did not Hitler define it to
include even conservative Catholic op-
ponents? Did not the Republicans and
our home-grown fascists define it to
include especially President Roosevelt?
And have not the professional anti-
Communist operators who promoted
ADA defined it for all practical pur-
poses to include Henry Wallace and
everybody else for whom his name is
not an epithet? For that matter, what
about PM itself, which endorsed Mar-
cantonio, whom Lerner describes—and
therefore proscribes—as a “Communist
sympathizer”?! And Max Lerner, who
has on occasion called himself a believer
in “democratic socialism,” who once
wrote a laudatory essay on Lenin’s -
State and Revolution and has no doubt
committed other similar “sins”—can
he be certain that he too will not fall
under the ban?

It seems to me that Lerner commits
the” very error for which he criticizes
ADA: he fails to distinguish clearly
between non-Communist and anti-
Communist; in fact, he actually de-
fines the former in terms of the lat-
ter. A non-Communist progressive
movement? Of course! That is, a
progressive movement which is non-
Communist in the same sense as it is
non-Democratic and non-Republican:
a movement uncommitted to any po-
litical party though it includes pro-
gressives from all parties. But that is
quite different from a movement which
creates from among its own adherents
a caste of political untouchables against
whom it wages war. Such a move-
ment, as experience has shown, is self-
devouring, its energies consumed more
in keeping itself “undefiled” than in
fighting the enemy. And this tactic ul-
timately invites the enemy—remember,
it happened in Germany—to purge the
purgers and obliterate even the shadow
of a democratic movement.

Disunity and loss of strength are
not the only evil consequences of es-
tablishing anti-Communism as a prin-
ciple within the progressive movement.
In the effort to avoid agreement with
the Communists on any issue—despite
actual agreement on most issues—the
very objectives of the progressive cause
are likely to be lost. Thus the Union
for Democratic Action gives full and
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uncritical support to our. anti-demo-
cratic and imperialist foreign policy—
and is echoed by the ADA conference;
David Dubinsky endorses a reactionary
Republican, Max Eastman supports
Dewey against Roosevelt, Morris
Ernst wraps his arm chummily around
Martin Dies and J. Edgar Hoover.
What next?

HOWEVER, not all is harmony in the

house that Loeb and Dubinsky
have built. Already one of the lead-
ing patticipants in the ADA confer-
ence—in fact, its foremost personal-
ity, Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt—has pub-
licly disavowed its central thesis that
communism and fascisni are the same.
In her column on January 11 Mrs.
Roosevelt, while continuing mistakenly
to see “many similarities” between the
two, emphasizes the differences. She
concludes: “I think we can see the
possibilities of improved cooperation be-
tween communism of the Left and the
democracy of the Center, but there can
be no cooperation at any point, at any
time, between democracy and the fas-
cism of the Right.”

Mrs. Roosevelt’s attitude is undoubt-
edly shared by other liberals whom the
Social Democratic factionalists are
using in the creation of what they hope
will be an anti-Communist front.
Those in both PCA and ADA who
want a dynamic progressive move-
ment rather than destructive inter-
necine feuds undoubtedly can find a
basis for cooperation on specific issues:
for example, the anti-labor bills now
before Congress and the implementa-
“tion of the Roosevelt Bill of Economic
Rights. This would be an important
step toward larger unity. '

Essentially there are two alterna-
tives: the different varieties of liberals
and progressives, who disagree among
themselves on many questibns, are
being asked to agree on the one issue on
which reaction wishes agreement: a
ruinous witch-hunt against Commu-
_nists and “‘sympathizers”; on the other
hand, they are being asked, despite all
differences, including differences on
the attitude toward the Communists,
ta unite against the common Wall
Street enemy that threatens to annul
the gains of recent years—to unite for
new democratic advance, for a deter-
mined fight to wrest victory in 1948
and after. A united progressivism
means a much broader movement than
is represented by the combined forces
of PCA and ADA; it means too a
political coalition solidly built on a
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labor base, out of which can come a
new political alignment and a new
people’s party.

I have written mostly about the
evil effects of any attempt to exclude
the Communists and other Left-wing-
ers. But there are important positive
gains from including them in every
type of progressive activity. I have not
the space to discuss this in detail, but
there are others besides Miss Kirchwey
who can testify to the energy and initia-
tive of the Communists—even though
the Natior’s editor isn’t certain they
ought to be included in a new progres-
sive political movement. Individual

Communists and the party as a whole .
~ sometimes make mistakes, but what

fair-minded person can deny the enor-
mous contribution American Commu-
nists have made in the struggles of the
unemployed, in the fight for Negro
rights, in the organization of the un-
organized into industrial unions, in the
heroic battle for Spanish democracy, in
prosecuting the anti-fascist war on
both military and home fronts, in light-
ing the fires of a progressive literature
and culture, in countless other causes?

In my opinion there is .one con-
tribution to the health and effective-
ness of American progressivism that
urgently needs to be made. It may
seem like a small matter, and yet its re-
sults are potentially great. What Com-
munists believe and do not believe, how
they behave and do not behave has been
so consistently misrepresented that it is
not only difficult for the general pub-
lic but even for sincere non-Commu-
nist progressives to know where the
truth lies. It seems to me that no per-
son who is seriously concerned with
the future of American democracy can
ignore this grim fact: with the over-
throw of the principal fascist dictator-
ships, there is no country, with the pos-
sible exception of Franco Spain, in
which anti-Communism has reached
such vast and virulent proportions
and is pursued with so much official
sanction and connivance as in the
United States. That is why I feel it
would be a real service to the entire
progressive cause if liberal publications
like PM, the Nation and the New Re-
public would open their pages to state-
ments of the Communist position by
Communists rather than exclusively by
their opponents. In the course of such
public discussion it would also be pos-
sible to consider those criticisms of the
Communist Party or of individual
Communists that need to be distin-
guished from Red-baiting.

portside patter
By BILLRICHARDS

There has been talk of a plan to
broadcast sessions of Congress. Some
people feel that soap operas are bad
enough without having to listen to a
GOP stalwart work himself into a
lather.

(]

The programs could probably run
along conventional lines. Announcer:
“Republicans, 99.44% pure hot air,
present ‘Life Can Be Beautiful in °48
or Just Plain Bill? or ‘No Truth,
Just Consequences. Remember, folks,
Republicans are guaranteed to cure
everything. If, after a four-year trial,
you are not completely satisfied, what's
left of your country will be cheerfully
refunded.”

[ ]

The program could also feature a
singing commercial by the Taft-Van-
denburg-Bricker-Wherry quartet:

President Truman is on the spot,
37 billion, that's a lot, '
Half as much will have to do,
The GOP is the party for you.

The idea has limitless possibilities.
Announcer: “We will now hear from:
one of our 475 Republican Presiden-
tial candidates—stay tuned to this Stas-
sen.” Or: “If taxes give you a head-
ache, just take one of our Presidential
aspirants.”

[ ]

There might be some interest in a
quiz program between the defeated
members of Congress and its war vet-
erans: Lame Ducks wvs. Ruptured
Ducks.

. ®

Perhaps the recipes filibustered from
time to time by the Southern Senators
will have a certain housewife appeal.
It should be pointed out, however,
that anything cooked up by the South-
ern Senators will be without Pepper.

A swarm of locusts descended om
Jerusalem last week. It must come as
some consolation to the British to learn
that they are nét the only plague in

Palestine.
- .

President Truman presented Con-

gress with a budget weighing seven
pounds thirteen ounces. Not a single
American hailed it as a blessed event.
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BRASS HATS AND YOUR BOY

Washington.
PPARENTLY the War Deépart-
A ment and the President are
determined to foist universal
military training—pardon me, univer-
sal training—on the people willy-nilly.
Perhaps it is a2 measure of how far we
already have been taken on the road
to militarization that, ignoring the
overwhelming sentiment expressed
against peacetime conscription in late
1945 and early 1946, the War De-
partment has renewed its drive for leg-
islation and the President has asked for
it in his message to Congress. Of the
$37,500,000,000 budget he called for,
more than $11,000,000,000 would go
to maintaining our armed forces in the
_ manner the atom bomb has accustomed
us to. While Sen. Robert A. Taft,
Rep. John Taber and other Republi-
can leaders immediately said that could
be trimmed somewhat, there was al-
most no concerted criticism of his big
plans for the military.

To ‘date in the new Congress the .

Republicans seem . to be walking on
eggshells as far as universal military
training is concerned. But the Presi-
dent’s Advisory Commission on Uni-
versal Training is going blithely ahead
with hearings twice weekly in the
White House.

“They are entirely executive,” John
Ohly, executive secretary, told me.
“So far we have heard mostly wit-
nesses from the State and War Depart-
ments, because they seem to be the
ones who are moving and can tell us
what they conceive this universal mili-
tary training—I mean universal train-

“ing—to be.”

“Well, which is it, universal train-

ing or universal military training?” I

" asked.

“I think the former encompasses
the latter,” he said somewhat primly.
But everyone on the committee, he
assured me, even those who had tes-
tified in favor of universal military
training, was “trying to look at it ob-
jcctively.” A member of the com-
mission is Father Edmund Walsh, vice
president of Georgetown University
and head of its Foreign Service School,
long the chief source of candidates for
the Foreign Service. So the State De-
partment is indirectly well represented.
Dr. Karl T. Compton, president of

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, -
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The administration's drive
for peacetime conscription
is meeting some opposition.

By VIRGINIA GARDNER

who testified strongly in favor of the
legislation, is chairman. He would be
highly satisfactory to the military.
Charles E.  Wilson, head of General
Electric, is on the committee to rep-
resent industry, and there seems to be
no question that he does. The White

House version of a spokesman for labor, -

on the other hand, is Mirs. Anna Rosen~
berg;  industrial relations consultant.
The committee will hear «all points of
view, I was assured, but ‘‘is interested
in individuals as well as organizations,”
and will not allow just anyone who
wants to to testify.

. The truth is that most organiza-
tions were strongly opposed to univer-
sal military training when the House
Military Affairs Committee -held hear-
ings. They included educational or-
organizations, all farm groups, the
CIO, AFL, the railroad brotherhoods,
the International Association of Ma-
chinists, virtually all of the religious
organizations which ‘presented testi-
mony (except the American Council
of Christian Churches, whose spokes-
man devoted himself to excoriating the
USSR and explaining. that free enter-
prise in the US comes from the teach-
ings of the Bible).

Smce then terrific pressure has been
exerted by the War and Navy Depart-
ments on schools and educators to “go
along.” Certain concessions have been

granted and some sweetening up has .

been done by the military.

Virginia Gardner has gone
to Atlanta to give NEW
MASSES readers a behind-
the-scenes story of the battle
over the Georgia governor-
ship. Watch for her piece in
next week's issue. -

As an example, the Navy’s new
NROTC plan will provide tuition and
fifty dollars a month subsistence for
5,000 boys for four years while they
get degrees, in return for which they
serve two years in the Navy, then go
into the Reserve subject to call to ac-
tive duty. Dr. Frank Brown, execu-
tive secretary of the President’s Com-
mittee on Higher Education, and who
as an American Council on Education
spokesman may testify shortly, told me
that he had been misquoted, that he
did not attack the Navy plan, that it
has “much to commend.” He is urg-
ing the Army to do the same. He only
feels, he said, that comparable pro-
grams in training for non-military pur-
suits should be developed, else the
“Army and Navy will draw off the
best brains” of our youth, Asked
whether he meant programs in scien-
tific training and the professions and
liberal arts, he mentioned specifically
science, government employment and
the diplomatic service. They should be
subsidized by the government and a
scholarship board set up. He made it
clear that this would not be a part of
military fraining, and “would have to
be totally independent of the military.”
But there is danger that advocates of
such a plan, however sincerely anti-
militarist, may run into trouble and
unwittingly play into the hands of
those who, finding they can’t sell out-
and-out military training in peacetime
to the US public, will settle for a mili-
tary training program in the guise of
an educational program. )

The chairmen of both new stream-
lined Armed Forces committees in
House and Senate are committed in
favor of universal military training.
But Sen. Chan Gurney (S. D.) spoke
charily when I talked to him. When
I ventured that Republican leaders
were not speaking,out much on it, he
said: “They hadn’t ought to—that is,
until we study it.” :

Extension of Selective Service is an-
other thing, a separate issue, and the
committee “will be governed by the
need” for it, Sen. Gurney told me.
This will be at least partially deter-
mined in secret sessions when Army,
Navy and Intelligence chiefs will be
heard. When I asked Sen. Gurney if
he had changed his own position on
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universal military training, he said, '

“My opinion is that this country should
have it, but as to what type and what
form—" on that he was open-minded.

DESPITE the Republican ambitions
for 1948 and the immense un-
popularity of universal military train-
ing and extension of the draft, which
Sen. Gurney may regard as separate
issues but which witness after witness
regarded as essentially the same in
peacetime, it would be dangerous to
think that the people had- won. The
military has no intention of stopping
its pressuring. Republican leaders,
whether they have declared themselves
on peacetime conscription or not, have
been loud in acclaim of the Baruch
plan to do away with the principle of
unanimity and to continue to build
bigger and better atom bombs until we
force on the world our own exclusive
conditions for international controls.
The people’s fight to ward off univer-
sal military training is part of the en-
tire fight for peace, and without a
foreign policy based on Big Three
agreement peacetime conscription will
continue to be a threat, and more of a
threat under a Republican Congress
than it has been. The fact is that our
military forces must be no larger than
what our commitments under the
United Nations charter will demand.

Most of the witnesses who opposed
peacetime conscription linked it with
our foreign policy and warned against
its disrupting the United Nations or-
ganization and any effectual coopera-
tion. Citing a resolution passed by the
National Grange in November, 1945,
Fred Bailey, of the Grange, opposed
extension of the draft and universal
military training irr hearings last April
on the extension of Selective Service.
“We believe that it would be a serious
breach .of good faith to launch upon a
policy of militarism while asking the
rest of the world to abolish war,” he
said.

Martin Miller, legislative represen-
tative of the Brotherhood of Railroad
Trainmen, at the same hearing told
the House Military Affairs Commit-
tee: “Make no mistake. For the United
States to adopt military conscription in
peacetime or to keep extending the Se-
lective Training and Service- Act is to
tell the world that we intend to place
our faith in military might, not in the
UN. It will tell our own people that
the Congress favors a basic change in
their way of life, not one leading to
peace and security but one leading to
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militarism, international suspicion, and,
finally, to another war.”

Illustrative of the large number of re-
ligious organizations which sent spokes-
men to both hearings on the extension
of the draft and universal military
training was the statement of Rev. J.
M. Dawson, president of the executive
committee of the Southern Baptist
Convention, and pastor of a church
in Waco, Tex., for thirty-one years.
He represented the Southern Baptist
Committee on World Peace, which
he said was “widely representative of
some five and one-half million South-
ern Baptists.” In his formal statement
on behalf of his committee, read on
April 3 here, Mr. Dawson said in part:
“We are convinced that universal
compulsory military training for youth
voted now, to be enforced in peace-
time, would be highly prejudicial to
faith in any international organization
against aggression.” Speaking infor-
mally, he continued, “The continu-
ation of the draft implies an ultimate
world domination by holding great
military forces over large areas be-

&
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yond the time and the need for such.”

On December 3, 1945, Dr. Ralph
McDonald, former professor at Duke
and other universities, and executive
secretary of the Department of Higher
Education of the National Education
Association, appeared before the com-
mittee. As he pointed out during hear-
ings on the May bill for universal
military training, “Every official
spokesman of established national or-
ganizations representing the millions
of people in these great fields appear-
ing before this committee has opposed
the immediate enactment of the pro-
gram.”

Dr. McDonald’s organization is the
national body of state and local educa-
tion associations having a dues-paying
membership of 733,409, and in addi-
tion, has 331,605 members paying
dues direct. He was speaking at the
behest of the executive committee of
higher education teachers. He assured
the committee that “the responsible
educational leadership of the nation is
at least two-to-one against the pro-
posal before this committee,” and
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pointed out that the educators who

had spoken for it represented them-

selves alone. Even the official spokes~
men for colleges and universities with
military training programs—the land-

grant institutions — failed to support

the proposal, he pointed out, although
their institutions received large grants
of federal money and had military men
in their administration.

Dr. McDonald explained that were
the bill to become law the military
would have to induct skilled educators
to train the youth. “The real question
is one of control,” he said. “The mili-
tary would like to control the educators
and the boys for at least one year of
their training. Then the military wants
to extend its control by calling them
back regularly for refresher and re-
training programs. Ultimately, as in
Germany and Japan, the military
would want to control all education
and make it into a propaganda instru-
ment for force and war.” One reason

Dr. McDonald urged the committee

to withhold action on the bill was that
“such a policy would lead straight to
war.” It would mean the sabotage of
the United Nations “along with the
hopes of mankind for peace and jus-
tice.”

“Already the United States has
started a world-wide armaments race,”
said the educator. “The President pub-
licly used the term ‘stay ahead’ in his
address calling for compulsory mili-

tary training and a world order built

upon might and power. General
Groves based his plea for more atomic
bombs on the argument that we must
‘stay ahead.” . .. We are today the
only dangerous nation on earth,” he
told the committee. And he begged
them “to reject this war-mongering
policy and help set this nation and the
world on the road to peace, not anni-
hilation.”

A number of women also testified
~ at the 1945 hearings, including Mrs.
Harper Sibley, representing the United
Council of Church Women. She was
_among representatives of 22,000,000
" organized women the War - Depart-
ment had shepherded together to try,
in an all-day briefing, to convince on
the virtues of universal military train-
ing. Mrs. Sibley had held her ground,
however, and her fierce opposition re-
mained intact. Among other things
Mrs. Sibley told the legislators that “as
women we have a right” to oppose
peacetime conscription in terms of the
cost of human life, reminding them
thdt “we do not have our children in
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absentia as men do.” Her last point
was that “we are not a country that
believes in having the military dictate
to us international foreign policy.” To
pass the bill, she said, “would be a
thing that might indeed jeopardize to
the point of failure the new United
Nations Organization.”

! I ‘HE military training program alone

would cost some $3,000,000,000 -

a year. Various Congressmen ques-
tioned War Department officials in a
vain effort to learn how much more
would have to be spent on weapons
and up-to-date equipment. William S.
Knudsen, the big industrialist, replied
cheerfully, when asked if the people

~ would not recoil against such a costly

program: “If they are scared, they
will spend $10,000,000,000 or $20,-
000,000,000 a year.” When he was
asked if he felt “the US should pre-
pare now for a third world war” his
answer was simple. “Yes, sir,” he said.
One member was impolite enough to
ask the industrialist if he had not come
here at the age of twenty from his na-
tive land to avoid four years of mili-
tary service.. The general dodged that
one.

Another monopolist, Charles R.
Hook, president of the American Roll-
ing Mill Co., of Middletown, O., and
former chairman of the National As-
sociation of Manufacturers, and mem-
ber of the Business Advisory Council
for the Department of Commerce, tes-
tified enthusiastically for universal mili-
tary training.

Still another, a former colonel, Dun-

lap C. Clark, president of the Ameri-
can National Bank of Kalamazoo and
chairman of the National Defense
Committee of the US Chamber of
Commerce, virtually claimed the US
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Chamber inspired the bill. “The pro-
posed legislation is in close accord with
the views of the Chamber member-
ship, as expressed over a year ago in a
referendum vote on umversal military
training in peacetime,” he said.

When he finished, the committee
chairman, Andrew J. May of Ken-
tucky, later the object of a Senate
investigation for his munitions com-
pany deals, and who was defeated last
November; was a-twitter. He found
Clark’s statement “so clear and con-
vincing” that he asked copies for each
member “if you do not consider it too
costly.” Mr, Clark allowed as to how
he was sure “the Chamber will be
happy to do that.”

This same Mr. Clark had appeared
before the old Woodrum postwar com-
mittee ‘to support universal military -

. training, after which an Associated

Press story as carried in the New York
Times began: “ ‘A year of compul-
sory military service for America’s
young men,’ the United States Cham-
ber of Commerce said today, ‘would
be good business.” ”

“That was what Gustav Krupp and
Fritz Thyssen thought when they sup-
ported Hitler. I don’t know of any
more odious or more disgraceful reason
for forcing every boy of America into
the Army mould than that.”” This was
the reply to the Chamber line made by
Dr. Allen Bates to the May committee.
Manager of chemical and metallurgical
research for Westinghouse Laborato-
ries, he made it clear he did not appear
in any way as a representative of
Westinghouse, but for the executive
council of the Churches of Christ of
Pittsburgh and Allegheny County, of
the Society of Friends of the same
place, of the Unitarian Churches and
the Women’s International League of -
that community.

Tm-: opposition in the country to

universal military training is strong
but the Army is putting on a campaign
of ballyhoo and pressure which will
require even greater opposition. One
must see clearly that the effort to mili-
tarize our youth is an integral part of
monopoly’s strategy at home and
abroad. It cannot be separated from
American imperialism’s effort to strait-
jacket Europe and Asia, or from
the drive to repress the labor move-
ment within the country. If one com-
pares the Army’s military ~ training
propaganda with certain pages from
Hitler’s Mein Kampf the whole issue

becomes even clearer.
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IT'S YOUR MOVE

An Editorial by LLOYD L. BROWN

rummy—had enough? Well, there’s a new game

out. They’re playing it down in Washington. All
the best people. It’s in the papers and on the radio. The latest
indoor sport is called “Monopoly.” It’s new, it’s different
and not to be confused with the old-fashioned parlor pastime
of the same name. Easy to play, too. You havé a board called
“NAM Platform,” and on top of it there’s a big dome. And
under the dome are your men that you have to move around.
The cardboard cut-outs are called Congressmen: the big
ones with the floppy black hats and string ties are called
Senators; the little ones with the string ties and floppy black
hats are called Representatives. Cards! Yes, you use them
too—d4 well-marked deck with a joker called a “truman.”
And, we almost forgot—in this game Organized Labor is
“it.” That’s the guy you’ve got to tag—but good, This is no
penny-ante stuff, either. The stakes are big and are played
for keeps. If you’re not a big operator keep out and don’t
kibitz from the sxdelmes

But suppose you’re a little guy called John Q. Public
and you’re very much interested in monopoly and you don’t
want to keep your trap shut while the big boys play their
game? Well, in that case you’d better get hep—and. fast.
.Because one of the stakes in this game (even if you’re not
playing) is your own welfare. Your bread and butter.

If you haven’t been paying close attention to the game
and don’t know what the score is you might think that this
big talk against “monopoly” is all to the good. Like most
Americans you’re against the idea of a few people grabbing
control of the nation’s wealth and power and making the
rest of us pay through the nose. Maybe you’ve even read
-somewhere in the paper—way back on page umpteen in
small type—that big-business monopoly has become much
stronger in the last few years. That 250 giant corporations
now control two-thirds of the nation’s industries. That more
than 500,000 small businesses were squeezed out entirely
during World War II. That corporation profits (like prices)
are at an all-time high and that the big boys are expecting
even higher “earnings” in 1947. .

But if that’s what you think all the hullabaloo is about
you’re off base by a country mile. You can tell how wrong
such an idea is when you see that it is the big monopolists
themselves who are leading this new crusade against “mo-
nopoly.” It’s a smart trick, but a simple one when you get
right up close and take a good look. Here’s how it works:
The men of the trusts are against trade unions. Naturally.
The people are against monopolies. Right. So if you tell the
people that the trade unions are monopolies they’ll go along
with your men in Congress when they introduce bills to kill
organized labor. Only you don’t say kill, you say “curb.”

It’s the new line of the National Association of Manufac-
turers. They ask Congress to make it illegal for “a union or
. unions representing the workers of two or more employers
to take joint action or engage in other monopolistic prac-

MAH JjoNG, Chinese checkers, backgammon and gin-

tices.”” Millions are being spent to put across the idea that
g sp P

labor is a monopoly and that something has got to be done
about it. And in Washington they’ve started to do something.
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You could see it coming when Robert A. Taft, leader of
the GOP mahouts in the Senate, assumed chairmanship of
the Committee on Labor and Public Welfare. Before the
seats had been properly warmed in the Eightieth Congress a
stack of anti-labor bills was rushed in by the Congressional
servitors of the NAM. There’ll be more—probably even be-
fore this issue hits the stands. But let’s take a look at some of
the main ones which have been introduced already:

First there is the Taft-Smith-Ball bill (S 55), which is
a retread of last year’s Case bill. Benignly presented as a
measure “to provide additional facilities for the mediation of
labor disputes,” its provisions greatly curtail labor’s rights
under the Wagner Act. Sen. Joseph Ball (R., Minn.) came
up with two bills. One would simply abolish the closed shop,
which he says is “one of the most illiberal practices existing
in American labor relations.” The other would cripple labor
by outlawing all industry-wide bargaining.’

Then there’s a Howard K. Smith bill amending the Wag-
ner Act out of existence, and a Margaret Smith bill requiring
all trade unions to incorporate and come under the regula-
tions of the Security and Exchange Commission. The mo-
nopoly angle is given a new twist in another bill introduced
by Rep. Frank Case (R., S. Dak.) which permits the gov-
ernment to issue anti-strike injunctions in any case involving

“essential monopolized service or industry.”

As Business Week (January 11) blandly puts it: “For
those whose purpose it is to use lcglslanon as' a new device
for doing a little old-fashioned union busting, the problem
of writing some labor laws is simple.” So simple. And so easy
to spell out its meaning: blacklist and yellow-dog contract,
labor spy and goon squad, sweatshop and company town—
with a blackjack at the end for an exclamation mark.

Tm-: labor movement has failed so far to swing into a

counterattack. But the unions now are stronger than
ever—strong enough to rally a majority of the people to de-
feat the hatchet-men. And the strategy for this battle has
been outlined in the CIO’s call for united labor resistance.
~ Inseparable from this defensive struggle is the fight for
higher pay to maintain living standards. A recent Gallup
Poll found that “public pressure for wage increases is rising
because of high prices.” This pressure is widely reflected
among white-collar workers as well as those in industry,
with the school teachers a militant new battalion in the
drive. All of this too is at stake in the crooked little game
now being played in the halls of Congress.

In an article, “A Time of Crisis” (CIO New:, January
13), Philip Murray highlighted the far-reaching import of
labor’s battle: “With the government having capitulated on
prices and profit-regulation, only labor—with its demands
for wage increases—stands as a major force actively striving
for a proper distribution of purchasing power. Labor’s success
or failure in this struggle will determine whether our people
can live in decency, our economy function freely, our nation
avoid the debacle of depression and chaos.”

Well, John Q., you haven’t been in on the game but it’s
time for your move,

13



/

OUTLOOK FOR GERMAN LABOR UNITY

Did Russian pressure bring Socialists and Communists together in
the Soviet zone? The right-wing Social-Democrats sing an old #une.

By ARTHUR D. KAHN

Y Boss in our MG office in
M Berlin was convinced that the

Russians were employing
pressure to bring about the union of
the two workers’ parties, the Social
Democratic and Communist Parties.
To him the proof that pressure was
applied was that there was no com-
" parable popular demand for a Socialist
Unity Party in the American zone.
His judgment, of course, was based
on an incomplete understanding of the

general political scene in both zones..

There had certainly been no need for
any pressure in the Russian zone. On
the other hand, there had been de-
‘mands for unity in the American zone
even though conditions in the zone
discouraged such a development.

When we first swept through Ger-
many, anti-fascists in ‘many communi-
ties formed Antifas (Anti-fascist
Committees) - to protect themselves
against resurgent reaction. The leader-
ship of these unity committees was
composed primarily of Communists
and Social Democrats. But the Antifas
were quickly dissolved—often to the
accompaniment of much profanity from
MG officers who wanted to rule
and get things moving and did not
want to be bothered by any political
“complications.”

Unity among .the Social Democrats
and Communists’ had developed in
the concentration camps. Even Kurt
Schumacher, present head of the right-
wing, anti-coalition Social Democrats
in the Western zones, had promised
his fellow concentration camp inmate,
Albrecht Buchmann, leader of the
Communist Party in Baden-Wuer-
temberg province, that he would al-
ways strive for the unity of the two
parties  if they were ever liberated
from Dachau.

Even before political parties were
officially authorized by the Potsdam
Declaration, local SPD (Social Demo-
cratic Party) and KPD (Communist
Party) leaders in the American zone
were discussing the general problem of
workers’ party unity in the American
zone. In July, 1945, the Munich
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leaders established a unity platform
for joint action. Two months later
the Frankfurt parties followed suit.

In Stuttgart, the third largest city in

the American zone, the two parties
worked in close cooperation on the
local anti-fascist committee. Similarly,
in small communities all over the zone,
joint committees for united action
were springing up.

In July, before the Munich SPD
and KPD had signed their joint action
agreement, Thomas Wimmer, present
Buergermeister of the city, and Gustav
Schieffer, leading trade union official,
both old SPD men, told me that there
was nothing to separate them from
their Communist “brothers,” whose
strength, they said, had grown con-
siderably and might even equal that
of the Social Democrats. “Communists
today—men like our good friend City
Councilman Hirsch—are really demo-
crats,” declared Wimmer. “Bavarian
reaction can only be overcome if we
are united.”

A month later Wimmer assured me
that the inter-party cooperation would
bring results. The two parties were
preparing a joint protest to MG on the
preponderance of rightists and Nazis
in the local and provincial administra-
tions. In an attempt to avoid this de-
marche, Stadelmayr, the reactionary
second Buergermeister of Munich,
who was later forced to resign because
of membership in the Nazi Party, had
attempted to bribe Wimmer with the

offer of an appointment as third Buer-

germeister. But Wimmer, trembling
with indignation, insisted he was not
going to accept crumbs from the Cath-
olics, nor would he consider such: an
offer without consulting his Com-
munist colleagues. The Communists
opposed accepting the offer. But ten

days later I read that Wimmer had

been appointed third Buergermeister
of Munich.

That was the beginning of the
breach. T'wo months later, in October,
1945, Hoegner, head of the SPD in
Bavaria, accepted the position of Mini-
ster President of Bavaria without con-

sulting either his Social Democratic
colleagues or the Communists.

ITH the assistance of the Ameri-

cans, the SPD had won power
alone, without requiring KPD assist-
ance. And in January, 1946, Wimmer
declared: “If the Communists want
to be represented on the editorial staff
of the' Munich newspaper along with
the other parties, they must first prove
they are democratic.” In July, when
he had needed them, he had had no
doubt of the democracy of the Com-
munists.

In Frankfurt, where the MG had
appointed a former Wehrmacht major
and pro-Nazi to be mayor, the SPD
did not hesitate to sign a unity agree-
ment with the KPD in September,
1945. Ullrich, an old SPD party boss,
assured me that the only difference
between his party and the KPD was
on the question of collective guilt.
(The right-wing Social Democratic
leaders reject any guilt for them-
selves.) But the two parties, in his
opinion, had no choice but to cooper-
ate, although the SPD had to be wary
of KPD “totalitarianism” and “ties to
Russia.”

In October, 1945, the two parties
joined in publishing an open letter to
Minister President Geiler of Greater
Hesse (in the American zone) . pro-
testing the preponderance of reaction-
aries in the provincial cabinet. By the
end of November, however, the Social
Democrats ceased inviting Communist
leaders to attend their functions in
keeping with their joint agreement.
On December 11, Markscheffel, a
representative of the French Socialist
Party, brought greetings from Leon
Blum to the 1,000 assembled delegates
of the Greater Hesse SPD. At this
meeting the Communists’ suggestion
that the two parties submit joint lists

. in the January elections was rejected.

Despite  their discontinuance of
inter-party cooperation, the Sogal
Democratic machine politicians in the
American zone met little organized
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opposition from the ranks. Demands
for real cooperation or for full unity
were being voiced, however, by SPD
party leaders in small communities—in
Kreis (county) Gelnhausen, Kreis
Dieburg, in the towns of Bensheim,
Hanau, Friedberg, Giessen, Lamper-
theim, Bickenbach and the Schierstein
suburb of Wiesbaden. But the top pro-
vincial leadership ignored these de-
mands and definitely committed itself
to Schumacher, leader of the anti-
- coalition forces.

But suddenly the old men in the
SPD were forced to sit up. The SPD
and the KPD of Wiesbaden, in a
meeting, December 22, called by
Oskar Mueller, (KPD) Minister of
Labor in the Hessian Cabinet, and by
Buergermeister Maas and Minister of
Interior Venedey (SPD), issued an
appeal for the unity of the workers’
parties. As a result of this meeting—
eleven days after the SPD conference
at which the French Socialist had
spoken and the suggestion for joint

"Hortense, | feel that at last we're on solid ground.”
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lists had been rejected—a unity com-
mittee was set up. It was agreed that
all questions would be solved jointly
and that joint election lists should be
established, wherever it appeared prob-
able that neither party would receive
enough votes to be represented in an
election district. The delegates also de-
manded that the provincial committees
of both parties expose the enemies of
labor unity and form a united workers’
party.

In October, 1945, two months be-
fore this meeting, I had visited Buer-
germeister Maas, a nice old man of
about seventy and a determined fighter
for the working class. He had told me
in a weary, deliberate voice: “I’'m
tired of our fighting among ourselves.
And I don’t want my grandchildren to
go through a period like the one we’ve

just had. There’s no reason why we

shouldn’t unite. That’s the only way
we can assure our future.”

SPD functionaries answered the

Wiesbaden resolution at a provin-
cial meeting at Frankfurt late in De-
cember. “Every attempt must be made
to develop a positive unified belief in
democracy among the working class.”
Then—“but the question of unifica-
tion of the two workers’ parties can
only be decided after Germany is uni-
fied, the peace treaty has been ratified,
a national party meeting has been held
and the Socialist International' has
taken a position on the question.” The
SPD leadership in the West was going
all-out—alone.

That meant first of all the develop-
ment of a platform differing signifi-
cantly from that of the other workers’
party. The disagreement between the
two parties on the question of collec-
tive guilt would certainly not appear to
be sufficient reason to the workers for
the continued split in the working class.
Having no positive program, the right-
wing leaders of the Western SPD
have been forced to engage in snide
attacks on the Communists, whom
they accuse of being “agents of a for-
eign power,” of “‘supporting another
kind of dictatorship.” They rehash
pre-1933 events with Social Demo-
cratic interpretations to ‘‘expose” the
tactics of the KPD before Hitler came
to power. While the Communists ad-
mit that they made some mistakes, the
Social Democrats conveniently forget
their whole history of appeasing reac-
tion and their refusal to join the Com-
munists in joint action against the
Nazis. _

Like right-wing Social Democrats
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THERE'S NO Free

all over the world, the SPD in the
western zones has appropriated social-
ist and “humanitarian” slogans and
made no attempt to put them into
practice.

When playing “revolutionary,” the
Social Democrats go “super-left.”
They will tell you they are more radi-
cal than the Communists since they
want more basic changes than the
KPD is advocating. For example, in
the winter of 1945, the SPD leaders
declared they would not endorse land
reform as carried out in the Russian
zone and as the KPD had been ad-
vising. Socialists, says the right-wing
hierarchy, do not believe you can take
property away from one man and give
it to others because Socialists hold that
all the land is the property .of the state.
In effect, that means no land reform
at all.

The right-wing of the SPD also
supports -the idea of a “western bloc”
with its logical extension to Bavarian
separatism and the permanent division
of Germany into two spheres. These
Social Democrats have also definitely
tied themselves to the Bevin outlook
in the British Labor Party. The Labor
government in written orders to the
British MG has committed itself to the
support of the SPD. In April, 1946,
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LECT'ON IN POLAND !

a British MP named Mayhew person-
ally transmitted the best wishes of the
Labor Party to the Bavarian confer-
ence at Erlandgen (US zone) at
which, under Hoegner’s leadership,
the Bavarian SPD rejected ‘the unity of
the workers’ parties. And when Schu-
macher visited England at the invita-
tion of the Labor Party in November,
1946, he was accompanied by Wil-
helm Knothe, chief of the Hessian
(American zone) SPD.

THE right-wing Social-Democratic
leaders have. had to exercise more
and more pressure to force their line
on the lower functionaries and on the
rank and file. Official party statements
aimed at applying pressure on potential
insurgents constantly and self-con-
sciously reaffirm “the determination of
the party leaders to follow the direction
provided by the Western Zone leader-
ship.” To play safe, however, the party
leadership officially forbade Social
Democrats from attending the unity
discussions in Berlin last spring on pain
of expulsion. In June, Hans Venedey,
Hessian Minister of Interior and one
of those responsibile for the Wiesbaden
unity meeting, was expelled from the

party because of his insistence on the

need for unity. Until he was read out of

the party, he was constantly prevented
from expressing his views at party
conferences. “I"had the audacity,” he
declared, “to have a free opinion. But
the Schumacher SPD line is intolerant
and does not allow any divergent
opinion. ‘That is the reason for my ex-
pulsion from the party.”

In the Soviet zone of Germany, the
conscious anti-fascist orientation and
the dynamic program of democratiza-
tion " of social and economic institutions
required a different type of political
leader—vigorous and determined anti-
fascists. Since the beginning of the
occupation Communists and Social
Democrats in the Russian zone have
worked together on committees to re-
organize the police, clean out the Nazis
and establish local anti-fascist adminis-
trations. Together SPD and KPD
men planned and effected the land re-
form, the nationalization of the banks,
insurance and the mines. Why should
they not work together in a single
workers’ party?

As early as June, 1945, Otto
Grotewohl, then chairman of the SPD
Central Committee and presently co-
chairman of the Socialist Unity Party,
who even before 1933 had urged unity
of the two parties, suggested the fusion
of the SPD and KPD. The Commun-
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ists at that time rejected his proposal,
declaring that the two parties needed
experience in working together first to
show their membership that coopera-
tion was feasible and necessary. By the
fall of 1945, demands for unity of
the two parties were coming from
cities all over the Russian zone. In
response to these resolutions, Grote-
wohl invited the leaders of the SPD
from all Germany to attend a party
convention in Berlin.

The answer of the British was to
fly Schumacher to Berlin, put him in
MG officers’ quarters, transport him
in an MG limousine to speaking en-
gagements at local SPD headquarters.
Schumacher called for a revolt against
the “high-handed” action of the Cen-
tral Committee, insinuated that Grote-
wohl’s action was the result of Russian
pressure and warned that the KPD
leadership would, in effect, be captur-
ing the SPD. Schumacher succeeded
in provoking the Berlin functionaries
to demand a separate Berlin vote on
the issue.

The vote in Berlin in April was not
against unity. Only a small percentage
of the voters rejécted close cooperation
with the KPD. The vote represented
reformism, apathy, and the personal
desire of many party bosses to retain
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their political positions. It was also a
vote for “western’ orientation, for
SPD anti-coalition propaganda had
made it appear that voters had to ex-
press themselves for the “West” or
the “East”—in effect, for status quo
politics or for a dynamic regeneration
of Germany. The obvious protection
and support given Schumacher by the
British, the equally obvious antipathy
of the Americans and the French
(many of whom are Vichyites) toward
the Communists, frightened many of
the Social Democrats in the Western
sectors of Berlin. :
That the “independent” Social-
Democratic Party in Berlin is primarily
a disruptive oppositionist party was
indicated by its “dismay” at winning
the October, 1946, Berlin elections.
Delbert Clark reported on October 22
from Berlin to the New York Times
that “indications were that the Social
Democrats were not prepared for the
size of their plurality and not well pre-
pared with an effective program for
taking over the city administration.
Some leaders of the party appeared dis-
mayed at the prospect of immediately
assuming full responsibility.”

And all is not well in the “inde- .

pendent” SPD leadership. Two lead-
ers have been arrested for former Nazi

connections—one, Loewenthal, as a
suspected Nazi agent; the other, Swol-
insky, a member of the Berlin Central
Committee and a resident of the
American sector, for having worn the
party badge of Nazi Party membership

“during the Hitler period. A third" high

official, Germer, also a2 member of
the municipal committee, has resigned
in protest against the lack of party
democracy and the non-Marxist poli-
cies of the party.

THAT the Socialist Unity Party rep-

resents the majority of Germans
in the Soviet zone was evidenced in
the recent elections. Even in conserva-
tive Brandenburg and Mecklenburg-
Pommern, where “neutral” observers
predicted a hard battle for the party,
the Socialist Unity Party proved
stronger than in Saxony, traditional
stronghold of the workers’ parties, ob-
taining fifty-nine percent of the total
vote in Brandenburg and sixty-nine
percent in Mecklenburg. In these rural
areas, of course, the peasants voted for
the party that broke up the Junker es-
tates and gave them land.

But in the West the battle for
workers’ umty has hardly begun. On
Jan. 4, 1946, for example, five days
after the Hessian provincial SPD meet-
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ing at which the party functionaries
. rejected. unity with the KPD, the
leaders of both parties in Heddern-
heim, a suburb of Frankfurt, drew up

a resolution in which they attacked
“sharply any member of either party

who seeks in any fashion to prevent or
upset the developing unity of the work-
ing class” and declared their support of
the Wiesbaden Declaration. Knothe,
the provincial chairman of the SPD,
scolded the Heddernheim SPD leaders
and forced them to retract this resolu-
tion. But a month later, the Sprend-
lingen SPD and KPD called upon
the provincial SPD and KPD com-
mittees to establish working-class unity.

The hold of the right-wing SPD
leaders over the working-class rank

and file is shaky. A Social Democratic

Jeader in Offenbach (American zone)
“admitted last winter that it was very
difficult to counter the apparently “in-
“stinctive” desire of the workers for
unity. In the trade unions, the workers
have allowed no disunity, and the
Communists expect the pressure for
political unity to come from the trade
_unionists. A survey of workers in
Augsburg last March showed forty to
_fifty percent -of them favoring SPD-
KPD unity even though the Social
Democratic leadership in the city al-
most unanimously supported the Schu-
macher line. In February, 1946, rep-
resentatives of the Frankfurt railway
workers and of ‘the I.G. Farben em-
ployes passed resolutions calling for
the unity of the workers’ parties. In
March the industrial workers of the
city of Wetzlar demanded unity of
the two parties in the coming elec-
tions. In all the big cities of the Ruhr
and the industrial Rhineland in the

British zone, the unity movement is
gaining momentum so rapidly that the
frightened British MG forbade léad-
ers of the Socialist Unity Party to
travel and speak in their zone and
ordered Ernst Heilmann, SPD leader

~in Flensburg, either to leave the Brit-

ish zone or to give up his membership
in the Socialist Unity Party.
But the Social Democratic leaders

in the Western zones cannot provide
leadership to their working-class fol- -

lowing- even with MG support. The
SPD suffered minor losses under the
Nazis, and its old political machine has

been resurrected almost intact. Even

men like Noske (who recently died)
and Severing — old traitors of the
Weimar period — have been recalled
as the “grand old men” of the party.
These right-wing politicians often fear
unity with the KPD because, among
other reasons involving their reformist
ideology, it may mean loss of their
jobs; they have little to offer the
workers urgently in need of food,
clothing, housing and jobs.

The incompetence of the right-wing

SPD functionaries to lead the workers
is already being exposed. In the

"Greater Hesse Constitutional Assem-

bly, which completed. its work last
October, the Social Democrats gener-
ally united with the Communists
against the reactionary Christian
Democrats and Liberals in demanding
the inclusion of social security guaran-
tees and reform of the corrupt civil
service. But at one of the last sessions
of the Assembly, in a surprise move,
the Social Democrats reversed them-
selves and declared their complete
agreement with the Christian Demo-
crats, sabotaged the nationalization of

a minimum of the provincial basic in-
dustry and surrendered some of the
gains they had achieved in unity with
the Communists. And in December,
1946, elections the SPD obtained only
thirty-eight instead of their previous
forty-two seats in the provincial legis-
lature, while the KPD obtained ten
instead of their previous seven seats.

The supporters of unity are under
many handicaps. The SPD is the tra-
ditional party of many German work-
ers, who vote SPD just like their
fathers and grandfathers before them,
The anti-Soviet propaganda of the
SPD, a continuation of Goebbels’
“bolshevik bogey,” is still effective. But
the right-wing Social Democrats can-
not match the positive platforms of the
Communists. The KPD allows no
“western” or “eastern” orientations.
The Communists, evermindful of the
welfare of the masses, want no inter-
necine strife and refuse to engage in
the inter-party sniping practiced by
the Social Democrats. Interzonal mail
and accounts of travelers as well as the
deliveries of food and coal reveal the
superior conditions in the Russian one.

As time goes on and “western
democracy” fails to produce the goods
in denazification, employment, food
and social security, the right-wing
Social Democrats will lose their appeal.

American progressives, of course,
have a stake and a responsibility in
this struggle for the unity of the Ger-
man working class. Only a united
working class under dynamic anti-
fascist leadership can_assure the per-
manent eradication of German reac-
tion and militarism. A united working
class in Germany is a guarantee of a
democratic peace.

"MAQUIS A LA KOESTLER

An editorial by CHARLES HUMBOLDT

€6y THINK Koestler is a koestler and I predict the word
I will live as the word quisling lives and the word Judas
lives and the words Benedict Arnold live.” So a
reader of this man’s latest book wrote to NEw MassEs some
weeks ago. . '

It is hard to say whether Koestler’s infamy will last for-
ever, but there is need to remember it a good long while.
Here is one who has learned a lesson of Hitler’s better than
the master himself. It is not enough for him to tell lies so
great that people will be overwhelmed by them; he must
accuse others of plotting what he himself wants to do. And
he must do this with an air of sorrow; with small, elegant,
spiritual sighs of someone who can hardly bear the wicked-
ness of his fellow man. '
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Otherwise, it might embarrass the New York Times to
employ him, as it did for an article on France in its maga-
zine section of January 5. “Koestler Finds a “Trojan Horse’

“in France. The Communists, he says, constitute a force

which imperils the future of the Republic.” So run title
and subtitle of the article by this “disillusioned Communist,”
as the T'imes prefers to call him. According to him France’
is a2 modern Troy awaiting with dread and trembling the
moment when the Communist hordes will issue forth from
their hiding-place to take power and invite the ruler of
Byzantium (Stalin) to enthrone himself. Now, he
cries, there is no longer even the illusion of the Magi-
not Line to hold back the Eastern invaders, while
Communist control of the labor movement has destroyed

January 28, 1947 nm



the sovereignty of the
French state by holding
over it the mighty threat
of a general strike. France
is, alas, denied the spiritual

retreat which she needs to . ;‘3’ .
“ruminate . and crystallize oo
her new values.” She is R

given no rest by the wicked
Communists who assail her
*with their “‘revolutionary
mystique,” as they assailed
the Germans with their
“anti-Nazi mystique.”’

Well, this is-the usual Koestleriana, 2 melange of voodoo,
Madame Blavatsky, bogeyman and scarecrow stuff, all
wrapped around the simple truth that the Communist Party
is the strongest party today in France. Nor is it Koestler’s
aim to tell us why this is so: because the French Communist
Party knows better than any other party how to rebuild the
France for which seventy-five thousand of its members died
as heroes. Because it sees clearly that the battle for produc-
tion must be won before the independence of France can be
guaranteed. Because, above all other parties, it strives to
make work and democracy the prime factors in the restora-
tion of the French nation. Its aims are not hidden. Anyone
can read them for himself in Jacques Duclos’ speech, deliv-
ered in Paris last March 20.* But there is no profit in that.
One must whisper of secret caucuses, the capture of minis-
tries, streamlined and disciplined Red Klansmen. Even the

“five million Communist voters must not be thought of as
voters in an American sénse; they are to be seen as a dark
mass of conspirators,edeluded but terrible. The fairytales
that uced to frighten dollars out of the purses and pockets
of rich old ladies and gentlemen at private lectures on the
Bolsheviki are now the pitch of capitalism’s leading paper.

But there is something more ominous in Koestler’s piece.
It lies at the very beginning, in plain sight, where, like the
purloined letter, it can be overlooked. Examine it care-
fully.

“F rom 1939 to 1945 we saw the limits of physxcal hor-
ror and spiritual sin recede beyond the limits of the imagina-
tion. As Frenchmen, we have lost our national sovereignty;
as Europeans, we saw our civilization die a little more day by
day. Now in 1946, it is revealed to use that this experience
of foreign occupation, collaborationism and underground
struggle was merely the. first of others to come. We thought
we had seen the end of the lie, of tyranny, cowardice and
betrayal: it was merely a foretaste of our next inferno. . . .”
- I will now quote Koestler on this document. “This is a
quotation from an illegal broadside circulated in France; it is
called ‘Vers une Nouvelle Resistance.” Its aim is to prepare
the underground resistance against the next foreign invasion.

.

3 S

"Lhere are a number of such broadsides, and a number of

such groupse behind them, ranging from monarchists to

syndicalists, who regard themselves as the nuclei of France’s

next Maquis.”

FRANCE’S next Maquis! What are they hiding for? What

kind of leaflets must be scattered at night in a land which
is breathing in peace and freedom for the first time
after six years of horror! Who are these foretasters

* Issued as a pamphlet by International Publishers, with the title,
“France Faces Her Destiny.” 10¢.
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of a next inferno? Do they
hide becaust they used to
strut on the boulevards with
the Germans? Bécause
they joined the real Maquis
only to betray them? Parti-
sans of the boudoir, Royal-
_ ist trash, such as spit at
'‘Dreyfus and defame the

Action Froncaise dandies
with sword canes to. use
against workers, Cagoulard
kmghts, mourners for the
traitor Maurras, baron and count in the service of his holi-
ness, Marshal Petain, fleurs de lis strewn in the path of the
swastika—such are the monarchist heroes of Koestler.

And whom does he mean by syndicalists? One can
guess. The cousins of those who rose against the Spanish
Republic in its agony, claiming that the enemy was not
Franco but the republicans and Communists; those who
murdered Kirov and Gorky; those who cry for Mihailovitch
but not for the Croatian farmers slaughtered by this
“patriot”; who, trained by Italian fascists, now kill Arab
farmers and British soldiers in Palestine without displeasing
the British Foreign Office; Trotzkyites, terrorists and agents
provocateurs, such are Kocstlers anarchists. Such are the
vermin who plan to infest France, who dream of great
deeds in the underground struggle against the French
people, and to whom betrayal is a way of life. And over these
stranglers and stabbers broods their intense fake poet, fake
philosopher, fake tragedian and Mother Goose, Koestler,
trying to hatch new Lavals and Doriots, new miseries out
of his crippled brain. The cow jumps over the moon and
fools and killers become the saviors of France. And France
so saved is to join an Occidental Federation to stem the
tide of Oriental tyranny.

How much slime this man has mixed with the blood of
his betters! Madrid, Moscow, Jerusalem have suffered his
slanders, and now Paris where he sits like a sharp-eyed bird
waiting for a death. Only this death he will not see. For
the Communists, in the words of Duclos, “mean to continue
France and we mean to continue it without ever losing sight
of the fact that the destiny of our country is to be and remain
a nation of enlightenment, a nation of universality.”

Our French comrades do not have to be taught vigilance
against Koestler. They know his type through bitter suffer-
ing. But here in America the T#mes can still hope to ensnare
intellectuals and liberals with his pessimistic poison. This
traducer of the Jewish people is only now raising doubts in
the minds of many honest Jews, who could not recognize
him as a provocateur until the appearance of Thieves in the
Night. Frightened liberals still let him diagnose their
paralysis in phrases that will flatter them. He is the god of
those intellectuals who want us to regard their refusal to
take part.in the progressive movements of mankind as
motivated by high, tragic considerations which we would
respect if we were not so insensitive to “intangibles.” It
is time for them to be able to tell when “idealism” is Red-
baiting, melancholy is snobbish contempt, and noble despera-
tion is fascist terrorism and warmongering. Let them ask
themselves: why did we not see before where this man was
leading us? Purging themselves of him, they will see more
clearly to what true values, rooted in the working class, their
loyalty is due.

Russell.
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WHAT CAN YOU INHERIT
IN SOVIET RUSSIA?

A discussion of legacy provisions in a socialist
society. How wills are made and protected by law.

-

By MIKHAIL S. LIPETSKER

This is the second of two articles.

In the first, which we published last
week, Mr. Lipetsker discussed the
rights and limitations in the ownership
of . personal property in the Soviet
Union.

by inherjtance. Under Soviet law

all citizens, irrespective of sex,
age, nationality, social origin or status,
have a right to inherit. The amount
that can be inherited is unlimited;
when a person dies, his property,
no matter how large, passes to his
heirs. Until 1942 an inheritance tax
was imposed, but in that year it was

PERSONAL property is transmittable

abolished and since then no taxes or .

* dues of any kind are levied on legacies.

All things that are objects of per-
sonal property may be inherited. How-
ever, if the owner had to have special
permission to possess a certain prop-
erty, it cannot be inherited unlessthe
heir can receive similar permission.
Nor are pensions or allowances, or
similar benefits which are the per-
quisites of specific individuals, inherit-
able. Similarly, if the deceased was a
member of a cooperative society, the
privileges attaching to his membership
do not pass to his heirs, but only the
right to the refund of his share contri-
bution.

Every Soviet citizen has the right
to make a will providing for the dis-
posal of his property in a different way
from that which would occur under
inheritance by law.

Wills must be in writing and, as a
general rule, certified by a notary. An
exception is allowed in the case of wills
made by members of the armed forces
in wartime, which may be certified by
commanding officers or chiefs of mili-
tary hospitals. Nor is notarial certifica-
tion needed for instructions given by a
savings bank depositor as to the disposal
of his deposit, in the event of his death,
or to cooperative organizations as to
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the disposal of share contributions. A
written notification is sufficient in such
cases.

Personal property may be be-
queathed both to physical and to
“juristic” (corporate) persons. If a
person has legal heirs (wife or hus-

band, children, grandchildren, great--

grandchildren, parents, dependents,
brothers or sisters), he may not will his
property to other physical persons. He
can only give instructions how his
property should be distributed among
the legal heirs, and in doing so he is
not obliged to adhere to the order of
inheritance or to the size of the shares
prescribed in the case of inheritance
by law.

He may increase the share of one
heir and decrease that of another, or
entirely deprive some heirs of their
share and bequeath all his property to
one or more of the others. He may
not, however, injure the interests of
minors or non-ablebodied heirs and
mugst bequeath them at least the share
to which they would have been en-
titled under inheritance by law.

If a person has no legal heirs he
may bequeath his property to whom
he pleases. And, as an exception to the
general rule, he may bequeath bank

Nlcolai Cikovaky.

‘queathed to

and savings banks deposits to anyone
he pleases, even if he has legal heirs.

Personal property may also be be-
“juristic” persons — the
state, state institutions and enterprises,
collective farms, cooperative and pub-
lic organizations, and so on. Such be-
quests may be made irrespective of
whether there are legal heirs or not.

The will may indicate a specific
purpose or purposes for which the be-
quest is made. The testator may also
impose obligations upon one or more
of his heirs with regard to third per-
sons, such as provxdmg them with free
accommodation in the inherited house,
and the heir can decline to accept the.
obligation only by renouncing the leg-
acy.

All formalities in connection with
the execution of wills are conducted
by a notary. Disputed questions are set-
tled by the courts.

An heir may renounce his share of
the legacy. If he does so before the
death of the testator, the latter may
appoint a substitute heir.

Personal property may be owned
in common by several persons, and is
then known as joint property. Joint-
property may arise as the result of the
inheritance by several persons of shares
in one and thevsame indivisible thing,
or by the acquisition of a thing in com-
mon, or by the cession by a person of a
share of a thing he owns to other per-
sons.

Each owner has the right to a defi-
nite share in the joint property, even
if that share is ideal, i.e., does not ex-
tend to some definite physical part of
the thing, but only to a part of its
value.

The possession, use and disposi- "
tion of joint property is determined
by agreement among the owners, or,
in the absence of unanimity, by a
majority of the owners. The method
of distribution' of the fruits and in-
come derived from joint property is
likewise determined by agreement, as
is also the distribution of the cost of
maintenance, exploitation and man-
agement.

The property of man and wife is a
specific form of joint property. The
rules governing the joint property of
man and wife extend to all Soviet
families except peasant families, i.e.,
the families of collective and individual
farmers.

The joint property of man and wife
is such property as they acquired (pur-
chased or produced) since their mar-
riage. The property which belonged
to either of them before marriage re-
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mains his (or her) property and the
other party has no legal right to it.

Property acquired by a couple since
marriage is considered their joint prop-
erty irrespective of whether it was ac-
-quired in the name of both or of only
one of them. In particular, Soviet legal
practice holds that a house acquired
after marriage, but entered in the
Building Register in the name of only
one of two, is nevertheless to be re-
garded as the joint property of both.
An exception to the general rule is
the case of savings bank deposits,
which, if made in the name of only
one of the couple even during mar-
riage, are regarded as belonging to
him (or her), and the other party has
no claim to them.

A DIFFERENT set of regulations,

however, governs the property re-
lations of the peasant family (whether
of collective or individual farmer).

The basic nucleus is the peasant house- -

hold (if it belongs to a collective farm
it is called a collective farm house-
hold). The Land Code defines the
household as “a family-labor associa-
tion of persons jointly engaged in
agriculture.” It should be noted that,
if the household does not belong to a
collective farm, the agricultural enter-
prise conducted by the members of
the household represents their princi-
pal source of income. If, however, the
household does belong to a collective
farm, the joint establishment of the
members of the household is of a sub-
sidiary character and serves only to
supplement the income they derive
from the collective farm. Apart from
their joint agriculture enterprise—
principal or subsidiary—the members
of a household are also linked by the
fact that they conduct a _]omt domes-
tic economy.

The rural household is something
wider than the urban family. It may
consist not only of the husband and
wife, their minor or unmarried adult
children, near or even remote rela-
tions; the household not infrequently
comprises two or more couples—mar-
ried brothers or sisters, say—together
with their progeny. What is more,
even persons who are in no way re-
lated by kinship to the other members
may be adopted into a household.

The able-bodied as well as the non-
- able-bodied, including minor children,
are all equally members of the house-
hold.

The property relations within the
peasant (collective farm) family are
as follows:
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OCCUPATION: HOUSEWIFE

The table is spread with my skin.

A thousand dreams go down
A thousand drains.

Sunset and evening star and safety pins.

Look for me, the adorable blonde child,
Under the plumped-up cushion. -

Ash trays and cremation. .

My prince daily at the door,

The bowing bill collector.

Not a dust mark anywhere. -

Run your finger over the furniture;
Only feel, curved as a cat,

The small sound of despair.

'Eve MERrr1AM.

Dwelling houses and farm build-
ings, livestock and poultry, agricul-
tural implements and machines, crops
sown and orchard planted on land oc-
cupied by the household, the crops
gathered from this land, proceeds from
the sale of produce, whether from the
collective farm or family holding
worked by members of the household,
food, fodder and seed stocks, furni-
ture and utensils used in common, etg,,
constitute the joint property of the
household. ]

All income earned by individual
members of a household on the collec-
tive farm or elsewhere remains at the
disposal of the person concerned and
does not become the property of the
household.

Articles of consumption and con-
venience in personal use by individual
members of the household, personal
gifts, awards and premiums, savings
bank deposits and the like, are the per-
sonal property of the particular mem-
ber of the household.

The management, use and disposal
of the joint property of the household
are decided by the common consent of
all adult members, or, in the absence
of unanimity, by a majority. A head
of the household, who may be a man
or a woman, is selected by the mem-
bers. to administer the family holding
and to represent the household in re-
lation with other persons and with the
authorities. The household head may
be deposed by the members of the
household and another appointed in
his place.

The system of property relations
established by the law and Consti-
tution of the USSR is based on the
principle of harmonizing the interests
of society as a whole with the interests
of the individual citizen.

The fact that all the major indus-
tries and means of production are so-
cialist property and belong to Soviet
society as a body effectively protects
the interests of the whole people.

Socialist property promotes the aug-
mentation of the national wealth and
of the national income of the Soviet
Union and, hence, the improvement

of the standard of living of its citi-

zens,

It makes it possible for the people
to plan their national economy in their
own interests.' It was socialist owner-
ship of the means of production which
enabled the Soviet people to defeat the
Nazi invaders and to uphold the lib-
erty and independence of their coun-
t

The Soviet system of property,
however, does not reduce all citizens
to one level and compel them to con-
form to one and the same standard
of living. Each citizen may possess all
the property and enjoy all the benefits
of life that he is capable of earning by
his own labor. The property acquired
out of his earnings he may utilize and
dispose of at his discretion. The Soviet
laws protect his personal property and
his enjoyment thereof.

This harmony of social and private
interests is the very essence of the So-
viet system of property.
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review and comment

THIS IS NOT ITALY

A country seen through a glass darkly. How

romantic despair can distort historic #ruth.

By ALFRED GOLDSMITH

ALL THY CONQUESTS, by Alfred Hayes.
Howell, Soskin. $2.75.

Hayes, the poet, writes a first novel

which attempts to capture the life
of Rome during the early days of its
liberation from the Nazis by American
troops. Like Paris, like other cities
pried out of Nazi hands during the
war, Rome became immediately a
bazaar of cheapened human values.
All the ironies of life were on sale and
love came at knockdown prices; sad-
ism and cynicism did a strip-tease on
boulevards and side-streets. Under-

IN “ALL Tuy ConqQuests” Alfred

neath this surface were, as always of

course, the facts of life: fascism for
one; and for another, the joy of the
liberated turning into a frustrated con-
tempt for the liberators. Taking that

rich mural of Roman life in the sum-

mer of 1944 and fashioning it into
art is a major task for the novelist.
Hayes does not achieve a major novel,
but he does do some extremely talent-
ed writing on his theme. He does it

in a2 mood of romantic despair that is

the dominant literary mood of our

time.

In terms of sheer talent, no other
war novel to date equals AU Thy Con-
quests. In the simple matter of reada-
bility (which is really not so simple)
it is miles beyond the clutter of word-
age that passes for narrative in so many
stories. Hayes has the poet’s power to
hear. There are pages which you
might say without condescension out-
Hemingway Hemingway. In a good
many places you will be listening to the
unmistakable tones of Eliot’s Waste-
land—a poet whom Hayes has ab-
sorbed a little too well. But if the music
. of other men creeps into his lines,
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Hayes can make music of his own: his
American soldiers speak a rythmic
speech that, for this reviewer, restores
the time and place of World War II
soldiering more authentically than any
writing has managed to do so far. To
pick out a superb example, there is the
description of a drunken soldier on
leave making a pass at an Italian girl
while she walks with her sweetheart.
Within the soldier’s tone of murderous
anger are the harrowing accents of
loneliness and terror. After all, did
anyone really explain to the Schultes
of the American Army what they
were fighting for? Out of the girl’s
talk, the soldier, Schulte, understands
a 'single word—Anzio.

“What did she say about Anzio?” he
said. For Anzio was sacred, Cassino was
sacred, the beachhead at Salerno wa$
sacred. Assunta could have said, with
more safety, that he was guilty of
incest. ’

“Listen, sister,” Schulte said. “Do you
want a rap in the mouth too?”

“Alright,” Harry said. “Cut it out.”

“Pll rap her teeth in,” Schulte said.
“What did she say about Anzio?” -

“The dame’s scared.”

“Pll scare her. Pll cripple her she
opens her yap about Anzio.”

With the facility Hayes has exhibited

in his poetry he manages to illuminate
lives, though he does not give any

full-fledged characterizations. Given a
quick, bittersweet kind of identifica-
tion, his people proceed through a series
of vignettes toward ironic climaxes.
Giorgio, the anti-fascist barterder,
must in the end beg his old boss, a
collaborationist, for a job again—and
not get it. ‘The aristocrat, Aldo, finally
reaches the conviction that he can

make a go of things in the new order
of Italian events. In this Roman gal-
lery there are Americans, too. They
pursue love in varying patterns—from
the combat soldier, Harry, looking
pathetically through taverns for the
girl who washed his aching back on
liberation day, to Antoinette, the em-
bassy girl who ‘“found her natural
capacity for love very much enlarged”
when she. got overseas.

A fascist on trial for his life is the
central symbol of the story. In the
end he is torn to pieces by the crowd
and thrown into the Tiber. The crowd
disintegrates, breaks into private lives;
they must now find their bread,
having had their circus. This is the
climax, the last of a series of ironies,
some brittle, some profound, about
love, politics and war. An eyewitness
to the death of the fascist sips lemon-
ade and speculates on whether the
fascist will have spaghetti and wine in
hell. Because if he does have them, it
might be better to be dead in hell than
alive in Rome.

Victory over the Nazis, the end of
fascism in Italy, become, in this story,
a bitter taste on the tongue. There are
no real victories. Socialist, fascist, aris-
tocrat, soldier are all victims. Victims
of what? Of their own weaknesses,
their own illusions. Life is its own
enemy. It mocks us all.

IT Is far from an attitude of sweet-

ness and light to insist that the kind
of romantic despair projected by Al
Thy Conguests is a grave distortion
of reality. We live in a time of power-
ful evils and any sensitive projection
of those evils anywhere in the world

N

is within the province of the artist. -

Moreover, the subjective despair of

" the artist as a theme has validity if it is

treated as descriptive of an individual
reaction. But it is when that subjec-

Flax.
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tive despair attempts to become ra-
tional philosophic concept, when it
attempts to prove despair as the true
objective reaction to the sum of events,
that we are compelled to combat and
reject it. We live in a time in which
a war against fascism was success-
ful — yet the same old evil begins
to grow again, in the very countries
which helped destroy it. The Jewish
victim of German Nazism becomes
now the Jewish victim of British im-
perialism. You can reel off the ironies
of current events by the hour. We live
in a time. in which specific evils—the
laws of property, the corporations, the
politicians, the generals who make the
evils—tend to lose their specific char-
acter, tend to merge irrationally in the
mind into a single opaque conception
of life itself as an undifferentiated evil.
It is this mood which pervades so much
of American life at the moment. Is it
stretching a point to say that it resem-
bles the mood of the savage who finds
in thunder, flood, darkness and plagues
merely representations of the general
hostility of the environment to human
life? Is this existentialism? We know
“the makers of Italian misery as specific
men and specific forces, which had a
determinable strength, a determinable
weakness and a determinable end; not
symbols that prove the fundamental
failure of life. ‘

Hayes’ book is not nearly as signi-
ficant as the quick and universal praise
it found among the critics. The praise
shows a current predisposition to ac-
cept, uncritically, any text that empha-
sizes the mockery of the human effort
to fight for itself. And when this is
done, as Hayes does it, with elements
of real compassion and real sensitivity,
then the critics rush, like kids after
candy.

But in Hayes’ story we are not con-
fronted with reality, much as separate
elements in it contain reality. It is not
Rome that you see but a careful selec-
tion of materials in Rome to support
a conception which Hayes packed into
his barracks bag together with his can-
teen when he went overseas. Rome is
the setting for the sometimes cynical,
sometimes warm-hearted evocation
that Hayes has always practiced in his
poetry. In the figures of the fascist
and the Prosecutor we -have really
brilliant observation on the behavior
pattern of fascists. Moreover, this fas-
cist is sentenced to death out of an in-
exorable causation, poetically rendered.
Yet, in spite of this stroke of realism,
what does the fascist represent in the
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finished design of the story? He is the

apex of the glittering corruption’ of
life.

On that same teeming mountain
of corruption the Socialist, Martelli,
makes his new political power an in-
strument of personal vengeance. The
anti-fascist, Giorgio, is continually
itching with “the lice of self-pity.”
These characterizations are in them-
selves real enough; but if you wish to
demonstrate a conception of life
through a representative gallery of
characters in a certain setting, you
must project all the real types who live
in that setting.

In this gallery one character is miss-
ing, and it seems clear that he is
missing because his presence ‘would
have exploded the low, chanting
melody of Al Thy Conquests sky-
high. The missing character is the
potent figure of the Partisan. He,
along with the Communist, who was
the core of every resistance movement,
was the single practical counterforce in
the midst of all the cynicism, oppor-
tunism and self-pity which bathed
Europe under Nazism. In the real
Rome set in the real Europe he am-
bushed Nazi detachments, disrupted
Nazi communications. That he could
arise at all against the fierce repression
and the accomplished fact of Nazi
power is a truth about the strength of
human life at least as true as the fact
of human weakness. And it is not some
arbitrary “‘social consciousness” thesis
that demands his presence. He is re-
quired here because Hayes himself has
declared his esthetic purpose, which is
to reflect the spirit of the real city of

. Rome in a real historic setting. It is

surely pertinent to consider that the
Italians, working in this same historic
setting, could fashion a movie like
Open City, with Partisans and popu-
lace both directing blows against a
tangible enemy. This fierce creative
energy lived in the very city which
Hayes describes, and in the same time
that he describes it, yet it is missing in
his description; not an alley or house
or cafe in Hayes’ Rome reveals the
Partisan, not even in passing. And so
total an absence is surely the result of
a severe need to repress the figure of
the Partisan; of a traumatic inability
to deal with him.

This is the postwar style. Not
powerful enough to create tragedy, it
settles for pathos. Its devotees move
about, their spines laden with a lethal
fluid like the insect-victims of the
spider, mumbling that life—not the

“The Russians may have started another
revolution—this time in the world of

cinematic art.
—CHICAGO NEWS
ARTKINO Presents
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CRITICS AGREE :

PANCHO
GOES
o0
A
FIESTA

is the most intelligent and musically
sound album of children’s records to
date. This songful album, containing
two ten-inch records, is just right
for youngsters. The delightful tunes,
equally delightful lyrics, and capti-
vating story, enchant the small fry.
Music by George Kleinsinger, story
by Paul Tripp and lyrics by Beatrice
Goldsmith.

W
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* * *

. . . this is another example of the
intelligent and musically sound chil-
drenw’s fare wbhich is still the excep-
tion more than the rule.”>—S. Finkel-
stein, NM. |

* * *

*, . . the most delightful of the re-
cent crop of children’s records is
Pancho.”>—H. Taubman, NY Times..

* * *

. . . delightful tunes and equally
delightful lyrics . . . just right for
youngsters.””—Hal Davis, PM.

* * *

PANCHO GOES TO A FIESTA
can be purchased at the
Jefferson School Bookstore

575 Avenue of the Americas

Workers Bookshop .
50 East 13th Street

Club 65 Bookstore 13 Astor Place

A Jupiter Record
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specific agents which wear upon its
spirit—is the enemy.

And listening to this world-weari-
ness, the cold-eyed magicians who pro-
duce war, fascism and park benches
for veterans can smile behind the bank
pillars. Now that the fashion is to say
that life itself is the enemy and pro-
gress a delusion, can their spring be far
behind?

The Locusts

ACRES ‘OF ANTAEUS, by Paul Corey. Holt.
$2.75.

“7ITH this farm novel Paul Corey

has made a notable addition to

~ his sagas of Midwest American life. In

Acres of Antacus he opens a vital new
field for the writer in the violent drama
of the predatory expropriation of farm
lands by the many-headed cartels—the
land, implement, machinery, seed and
feed companies and insurance and
packing monopolies. Between them all
they pick the farmer clean, grabbing
the land by default, mortgage, seed or
feed loans—one way or another.
Fences are torn down, old boundaries
destroyed; the big company-owned
machines move in, plowing, planting,
reaping, hiring the farmer and his fam-
ily as new-made serfs, driven and ex-
ploited on their own expropriated land.
Jim Buckly, the leading character,
fresh from agricultural college and just
married, is forced to take a job with
one of these monster corporations and
finds himself being crushed between his
job and his desires to be a small inde-
pendent farmer and family man. He
is torn between his own class instincts
and his job as manager of the mass
farms. He wants to “make good,” but
every step in his own success riles the
farmers to revolt. .
Corey has not: quite mastered the
complexity of his theme.  His story,
moving continually from Jim to the
stooges of the big corporation, and then
to the farmers, exhibits a certain dif-
fusion and sketchiness. There is con-
siderable confusion in Jim’s reverie
at the end of the book which is incon-
sistent with the meaning of the forces
shown in Corey’s story. Jim feels that
some of the confusions of his life are
about to be dissolved (actually it seems
they are only beginning) and thinks,
“the days of building empires were
over, even agricultural empires. The
land had to belong to the people who
farmed it; the land was too much of a
living thing to be left to the quarreling
and bickering of men interested only

in making money. The farmers would

have to learn to own the machines of
mass production cooperatively; then
they could compete with the growing
corporation farms.”

Paul Corey, an honest and vivid ob-
server, has himself, in the material of
the novel, refuted the possibilities of
such a peaceful solution. He has clearly
shown the violent, ruthless, predatory
forces of the cartels; the organization
of the masked fascist rowdies who beat
and almost hang a young worker; the
venality of the office bootlickers and
stooges who carry out orders, the
struggle of the big companies to de-
vour each other, and their amoral,
vicious contempt for everything hu-
man in their path.

The power of the book seems to rest
not in the single individual Jim, but in
Corey’s splendid portraits of the old
farmer clinging to his farmhouse on
the prairie, warding off his enemies
and the mortgage which sucks the
blood of all his kind, of the farmers’
wives and daughters, so full of work
and warmth and courage, and of the
farmers’ organizing to resist the cor-
porations.

We owe Corey a debt for opening
this rich vein -and uncovering its great
potentials. It is hard and daring to
wrestle with this material in all its
mammoth dimensions and implications.
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Here is a subject for a new kind of
Moby Dick or a Midwest Germinal,
and Corey has blasted the mountain

open, ,
MERIDEL LE SUEUR.

No ""Curtain”

" AN AMERICAN CHURCHMAN IN THE SOVIET

UNION, by Louie D. Newton. American
Russian Institute, 58 Park Avenue, N. Y.
10 cents each; bundles of 50 or more, 8
cents each.

ONE of the tragic results of the
" ceaseless  anti-Soviet  camipaign
waged by American business interests
through the press and radio and pub-
lishing houses is a disposition on the
past of the public to distrust all friendly
reports on the USSR as “pro-Soviet.”
The pathetic question “Whom can we
believe?” comes repeatedly to every
public speaker in this general field.

If there is any American whose per-
sonal integrity is (or should be) unas-
sailable, it is Dr. Louie D. Newton,
pastor of the Druid Hills Baptist
Church in Atlanta, Georgia, and
president of the Southern Baptist Con-
ference. -Although Time magazine in-
stantly smearad him with the caption
“Innocence  Abroad?,”  countless
American church people know him as
a hard-working, utterly dependable re-
ligious conservative whose one politi-
cal heresy has been his interest in Rus-
sian War Relief, which he supported
because there were fellow-Baptists in
Russia. If his word cannot be trusted
by the American public, whose can?

Dr. Newton went to the Soviet
Union last summer as 2 member of a
Russiau Relief delegation of seven
leading American citizens. The At-
lanta Journal commissioned him to
write a running account of his trip and
now these newspaper articles are - re-
printed in a forty-eight page pamphlet
by the American Russian Institute,
illustrated with striking photographs
taken by the delegation. There is no
political comment in this material. It
is descriptive, in the form of a simple
narrative of the journey, but five im-
pressions emerge and carry a substan-
tial impact.

The Russians gave the delegation
every opportunity and facility to see
what they wanted, with only one ad-
vance stipulation—that they do their
criticizing on the spot and not when
they got back home, so that full in-
formation as to both the facts and the
Soviet viewpoint could be given them
before they formed their final judg-
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ments. They found everyone eager to
answer questions and to discuss matters
at length. The institutions they asked
to visit were shown them from top to
bottom. Nothing was held back. They
were deliberately shown the slums and
older sections. At every point the Rus-
sians revealed a complete confidence
in their own institutions and patterns of
life, showing a willingness to put them
on display and a readiness to let them
speak for themselves.

The visitors were shown the devas-
tated areas of Byelorussia and the
Ukraine. In a few vivid paragraphs,
Dr. Newton leaves an indelible im-
pression of wiped-out cities, Nazi dep-
redations and brutalities, and such
sobering aftermaths of war as four
million orphans and six million half-
orphans. No once can read this des-
¢ription ‘of a people that has tasted all
the bitterness of war and again be
misled by the most cruel of all the cur-
rent lies about Russia, that her people
are belligerent and do not work for
peace.

The concern for the children as the
hope of the nation’s future impressed
every member of the delegation. What
with the crowded housing and short-
ages, life in. postwar Russia has its
somber side for the older folk. What
they have they are expending for the
coming generation, that its life shall
not be blasted by the war.

Bursting through these pages is the
vitality of the Soviet peoples: the far-
reaching plans of reconstruction, the

* libraries crowded with workers hungry

for knowledge, the packed concert
halls and theaters, a mere 200,000
people at a symphony concert in a pub-
lic park, group singing in open city
squares, folk dancing and sports. Re-
ferring to leading individuals they .met
in government offices; factories, hospi-
tals, Dr. Newton says again and again,
“He would be a top executive in any-
body’s league.”

Most impressive of all is the straight-
forward and simple description of
church services and the church leader-
ship he found among the Baptists in
Russia. As a modest minority believing
and practicing a Bible-based religion,
the Baptists provide an excellent ‘test-
case for the degree of religious liberty
which exists in the USSR, especially
since immediately after the Revolution
they had a pretty hard time of it. No
one can see the photographs of these
crowded churches, the sincere pastors,
the young people, without realizing

(Continued on page 31)
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sights and sounds

POT OF GOLD

Humor, song and dance are harmoniously blended

with social commentary in “Finian's Rainbow.”

By JOSEPH FOSTER

the best musicals that ever hit

Broadway. It is superior to
such blue - ribbon works as Okla-
homa, Showboat, Bloomer Girl, Porgy
and Bess, On the Town, and others
of similar class. It may yield a little
here on the score and a little there on
direction, but in its totality of book,
music, dance, decor and that indefin-
.able thing called tone, this musical,
fashioned by E. Y. Harburg and Fred
Saidy, runs away from the field. It
blends the elements of humor, song
and dance, the basic components of
" the musical show, to produce one of
the most joyous evenings of the the-
ater. But it does more. Unlike other
shows of this type, it brings the out-
side world into the theater, and min-
gles sharp satire and barbed comment
with the other more accepted conven-
tions of showmanship.

The opening is a touch of genius.
The rising curtain uncovers Sonny
Terry, the blind Negro harmonica
player, alone on the stage playing a
sharp, wailing song of warning. In
its relation to the scene that follows
it is like the introductory solo instru-
ment in a symphonic structure. The
next scene, introducing the principals,
the dance and singing chorus, the he-
roes and the villains of the piece, estab-
lishes the theme for the evening. The
hirelings of Senator Billboard Raw-
kins, unmistakable prototype of Bilbo
and every poll-tax Senator, are trying
to foreclose on the sharecropped land
of a GI about to return from the
wars.

In the middle of it all are Finian
McLonergan and his daughter Sharon,

“FINIAN’S Rainsow” is one of

nm Jonuary 28, 1947

come all the way from Glocca Morra
to seek his fortune in the new country.
To help him in the quest he bears #
pot of gold stolen from the rainbow of
the leprechauns in the auld counthry.
His acts are guided by folklore and
homespun wisdom. It is his belief that
the prosperity of America comes from
the buried gold at Fort Knox. What
could be more logical than to buy a
pinch of ground, bury the pot of gold,
and then become rich? As he says, dig-
ging the gold out of the ground brought
a rash of trouble to the world. Putting
it back into the ground radiated wealth.
Later he discovers that the real wealth
comes out of the ground by the toil of
the sharecroppers, and that tractors
mean more than nuggets.

In the course of its unfolding,
Finiaw’s Rainbow has much to say
about Jim Crow, white supremacy, the
poll tax, Negro and white unity and
the bigotry and arrogance of the South-
ern politico. It suits action to its social
attitude by using Negro and white
actors, dancers and singers so natu-
rally as to expand the spirit and bounce
of the cast beyond anything witnessed
on the professional stage. It ridicules

E. Jaediker.

the pretenses of the reactionary poll-
taxer not only in dialogue (“I been too
busy defending the Constitution to
read it”; “My family has been having
trouble with immigrants ever since we
landed in this country”; “Forward to
the principles of the glorious South,
forward to yesterday!” and other such
Senator Billboard aphorisms) but in
the Harburg lyrics as well. Best of all -
it couches the satire and the witticisms
so skillfully within the medium of the
musical comedy that even ‘people not
quite ready to accept the indictment
of Jim Crow find themselves applaud-
ing such sentiments.

In addition to the excellent book,
Finian abounds in songs that you will
remember and hear long after you
have left the theater. I particularly
liked “Glocca Morra,” “If This Isn’t
Love,” “Something Sort of Grandish,”
“Look to the Rainbow” and “Great
Come and Get It Day.” The dancing
of Anita Alvarez is of uncommonly
high quality, as is the puckish lepre-

~ chaun of David Wayne, in pursuit of

the gold 'upon which the elves’ magic
is founded. Ella Logan as Sharon Mec-
Lonergan mugs somewhat, but not
enough to mar the irresistible personal-
ity that she brings to her performing.
Albert Sharpe, who was imported from
Ireland for the part of Finian, makes
his introduction into the American
theater in a role that fits him like a
glove. He brings with him a salty man-
ner and a surefootedness on stage that
just suits the shrewd and sly guardian
of the potted gold. Michael Kidd as the
choreographer, Burton Lane, who
wrote the score, Bretaigne Windust,
the director, and Joe Mielziner, scenic
designer, all had a hand in shaping the
final product. .
Harburg and Saidy, in Finian’s
Rainbow, and in their earlier Bloomer
Girl, point the way to a genuine peo-
ple’s theater. By the expert use of the
musical comedy theater it is not only
possible but easy to put over many a
social and political argument. This
Sabinson-Katzell show at the Forty-
sixth Street Theater exposes the man-

“nerisms of our domestic tories with a

grace that is a pleasure to behold.
Unfortunately, the costs of production
and the costs of admission on Broad-
way are so high as to remove it from
the reach of most people. We thus have
a people’s theater imprisoned behind
the high wall of box-office.

But if you can afford the price of
admission, I can promise you an eve-
ning of solid satisfaction.
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"The Big Two"

N “THE Bic Two” a good inten-
tion and a good idea did not get
the playwriting they deserved from the
authors, L. Bush-Fekete and Mary
Helen Fay. The intention was to pro-
mote better relations between Ameri-
cans and Russians; the idea, that the
two peoples have basic affinities which,
given a chance—in this case the cata-
lyst of love—will cause them to unite
with chemical completeness.

Here is a theme about which a
dramatist, in the present emergency,
can be excused for being passionate or,
at least, serious. And by serious I do
not necessarily mean tragic. Irony, as
Shaw has shown, can drive home seri-
ous ideas and deep feelings as efficiently
as any more sober means. The mistake
of the authors did not lie in their deci-
sion to make The Big Two a comedy.
It lay in their decision, or in their yield-
dng to pressure, to make it comic in
box-office  terms. Consequently gag
lines reverberate through the script,
driving out ideas, consistency and char-
acter. I have long felt that the gag
line, as used on Broadway and, still
more lethally, in Hollywood, is the
chief dissolvent of character and has
done more to destroy individuality in
acting than anything else except the
fetish that all lead characters must not
grow beyond their early twenties.

In The Big Two the gag lines suc-
ceed in reducing the American girl
correspondent and the Red Army of-
ficer, who are used to embody Ameri-
can-Soviet friendship to trivially for-
malized types. The girl is so obviously
the stock spoiled American female,
selfishly jeopardizing anything—in this
case, three peoples’ lives—for the stand-
ard journalistic scoop that, if true, it
would fully justify Soviet indignation.
In turn the Red Army officer is an
automaton so priggishly duty-bound,
serving the collective will with such
depersonalized completeness that, if
true, it would fully justify American
distaste.

Nevertheless, under these unpleas-
ant alleged American and Soviet shells
of type, vibrant human individualities
are supposed to beat and to leap into
fulfillment at the release of love. What
happens, as the denouement ‘of the
play presents it, is the reduction of the
pair to another type, the genus lovers
as known on Broadway. In this new
type they become a shapeless ooze that
drips over frontiers and clogs all re-
sponsibility.

The roles given to the principals,
Claire Trevor and Philip Dorn, as the
correspondent and the Red Army of-
ficer, were so contradictory, and the
lines they were given to speak were so
destructive of individuality, that these
two fine actors were unable, despite

. their charm and graceful bearing, to

construct credible character on the
stage. In the minor roles, however,
which were comparatively unburdened
by dialogue, leaving the actors to create
them, the indicated types were filled
out into solid characters. This was
conspicuously the case with Felix Bres-
sart playing Platchek the black mar-
keter, E. A. Krumschmidt playing the
furtive Moser and Olga Fabian play-
ing the pathetic, non-Aryan Fraulein
Berger.
' Istpor SCHNEIDER.

HENRY MOORE

HE work of one of the greatest liv-

ing sculptors, Henry Moore, is on
view at the Museum of Modern Art
until March 16. Anyone concerned
with present-day art cannot afford to
miss it. Moore, an Englishman, is an
artist who has recaptured in contemp-
orary form the full creative assurance
we envy in the work of some of the
earlier civilizations like the Mayan or
Chinese.

Moore’s chief form is a reclining
female figure whose shapes create a
single rythmic pattern embodying a
feeling of great inner vitality. By creat-
ing a contrast of large and small forms
and simplifying the entire unit he

. dramatically reshapes it into oze whole

rhythmic form. Rather than a series of
interrelated planes, as we find in Egyp-
tian or Aztec sculpture, in Moore’s
work we have a fluid form, something
that appears to grow organically from
within as in early Chinese stone carv-
ings. And as he.explores his figures the
shapes expand and contract, curve
gently or rush vortex-like to the next
form, ever malleable but blunted and
proportioned by a remarkable sensi-
bility. It is like a melody, now soft in
contour, now swollen, embracing the
tender and the monumental in one
line.

Moore’s studies of pebbles, rocks,
stones, trees and water, as well as his
studies of the human figure, have sup-
plied him with a syntax rich in meta-
phor. There are continual overtones
in his work, the grandeur of a moun-
tain, the suppleness of a tree, the laving
of a shore, surrounding his female
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"Mother and Child,"” sculpture by Henry Moore. At the Museum of Modern Art
through March 16.

figures. That he consciously strives for
this concept is amply witnessed by his
beautiful wash drawings of nature
forms gradually metamorphosed into
human forms. These frame the gallery
walls like a running commentary on
his more “solid” art. In fact, they
should be carefully studied before ex-
amining the sculpture if one wants
really to experience Moore’s vision.

In Moore’s earlier sculpture we find
a “Mother and Child” of 1925, exe-
cuted in simple yet massive block forms
so typical of work we see everywhere
about us today, and which we readily
associate with architectural decoration.

Also in this period is a strange head
done in lead which shows how he
might have developed a morbidly psy-

nm Jenuary 28, 1947

chological aspect of his art. Piece hy
piece we. find him outgrowing the
Aztec influence, slowly coming under
the modern influence of Arp, Lipschitz
and Picasso, and finally emerging in
his own monumental form, very mod-
ern yet potent with tradition, a com-
bination of the sensual and the austere.

The grandeur and dignity implicit
in his simple human figures lend them
a large social aspect in the art of today.
Whereas a cult of pessimism and an
obsession with the fragmentary are so
much in' current evidence, Moore re-
veals the unified life, its fertility, its
hope and its aspirations. His latest
work, a series of family groups (here
seen in the smaller models, dated

1943-45) are probably his finest

works to date. They may have been
influenced in part by the .air-raid
shelter series (water-colors, 1940-41)
commissioned by the British govern-
ment during the war. In these latter
the tragedy of the “civilian” war is
unfolded to us in the same language
used in his sculptures. The massive
folds of the garments lend a heroic cast
to the huddled or reclining groups..
This was a most enlightened govern-
ment commission, and shows how well
the modern artist can function socially
if given the opportunity.

One of the shortcomings of the
show is the lack of more of Moore’s
larger works. There are only two
here. There may have been shipping
difficulties, but the presence of some of
these works would have helped to
round out his fullest creative attain-
ments. I can see no excuse, however,
for the lack of photographs of several
of the major monuments he has
created in England. Here is certainly
a man who, together with Lipschitz
and Zadkine, has not merely shown
the potentialities of the modern monu-
ment but has created the monuments
themselves.

JosePH SoLMAN.

AN AMERICAN OPERA

Ap The Warrior, a musical play

by Bernard Rogers and Norman
Corwin, been produced as a radio
hour, it would have been cheered. Pub-
licized as a prize-winning opera, and
the first American opera to be pro-
duced by the Metropolitan in ten years,
it is a deep disappointment. The dis-
appointment is greater because a living
American opera is a vital necessity, the
missing link in our musical culture.
Opera more than any other large-
scale musical form can be the peoples’
own, the means through which the
most advanced musical techniques can
be made explicit and dramatic to an
audience, the means through which
composer and audience can attain that
operating unity which is the healthiest
basis for a national music in any form.
The ‘trouble with the work was,
first, that Norman Corwin’s play
wouldn’t last two days on any stage
by itself, and that is no kind of play to
set to music. One of the most widely-
held misconceptions is the one that an -
opera must have a melodramatic, and
otherwise meaningless, libretto. It was
in an entirely different spirit that
Mozart chose Beaumarchais’ “Fig-
aro,” that Verdi chose Schiller, Shakes-
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"Mother and Child," sculpture by Henry Moore. At the Museum of Modern Art
through March 16
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peare and Hugo, that Wagner wrote
his own bewildering but nevertheless
ambitious poetic dramas, that Mous-
sorgsky turned to Pushkin. Corwin’s
setting of the Samson story does not
recreate a convincing atmosphere of
Biblical times, nor does it bear any
clear symbolism for our own. There
is a coy but superficial delineation of
Delilah in a single speech, in which she
justifies her deed as a proof of the
power of the despised female, and
Samson’s defiance of his tormentors
brings up vague connotations of the
anti-Nazi, but these characterizations

do not go deep enough to give the play

a content of ideas,

Yet it was this play which Rogers,
a most capable composer, chose to treat
with such attention to the naturalness

of every word and action that he left -

himself no opportunity to speak freely
as a composer. What he produced was
a most skillful and brilliant piece of
movie background music. Operas can
be written in many styles. Mozart and

Verdi stopped their action to develop

their characters in elaborate and beau-
tiful arias, or had them all singing to-
gether in great, expressive ensembles.
Debussy, at the other extreme, wrote
in Pelleas a highly charged musical
speech in which each word set off
magical musical reverberations, like a
bell, or a pebble dropped in a pond.
Each of these composers chose the
particular style he did not because it
was more advanced than any other,
but because it served best the kind of
music he was able to write. The basic
formula for an opera has never chang-
ed. It is to choose a play that has
genuine human and social meaning for
the composer, and to find or create a
set of formulas, or conventions, that
will enable him to write as great and
expansive music as he can about the
themes suggested by the play. Rogers
seems to share the inferiority complex
of many American composers, who
feel that they must use only the most
“advanced” techniques. Wagner “ad-
vanced” over Verdi, and Debussy
“advanced” over Wagner, and not
to go further in that direction would
be to lay himself open to charges of
vulgarity and conduct unbefitting a
gentleman-composer. Or perhaps he
took the easy way out, for it is easier
to write this atmospheric music than
to create music that, whether as a set
aria’ or a more flexible melodic line,
portrays the inner life and emotions of
a human being.

Rogers’ music is distinguished by an
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absolute mastery ot harmony and in-
strumental timbre; the sheer variety of
sounds he gets, the manner in which
every episode on the stage seems to
evoke its own particular musical tex-
ture, is fascinating. He uses his ma-
terials with the utmost economy and
for their full value, so that he will
build up high excitement with a pas-
sage for drums alone where another
composer might achieve less with a
full orchestra. His lyrical passages, if
fragmentary, are often very fine, as
in Delilah’s lullaby or Samson’s medi-
tations. This kind of art can be used
with the utmost value by radio and
the motion-picture, where the best
American artists still have only a tiny
foothold. However, my disappoint-
ment stems from the fact that the
medium of a living stage opera calls
for a different esthetic, based on the
fact that this medium has always risen
to greatness through its presentation
of human beings and social symbols.
As long as our gifted composers hand-
cuff themselves, the best American
opera will be, for all its faults, the
Broadw4y musical. Here, at least, the
audience can sometimes find human
beings it can recognize, in a language
of song that it can also recognize as
characterizing them.,
S. FINKELSTEIN.

No "Curtain”
(Comtinued from page 26)

that there is respect for conscience in
the USSR and a substantial organized
religious life going about its business
without state restriction or interven-
tion.

Without special pleading this little
pamphlet tells many things Americans
want to know about the Russians. It
scotches thoroughly many of the mis-
representations of the Soviet Union
and awakens a genuine interest in this
enormous country and its varied
peoples. It is an apostle of truth and
should register with people for whom
longer and more detailed books are not
yet appropriate. Local groups might
well see that all local ministers are
given it, and then are asked to bring
it to the attention of their people.

Wirriam H. MELIsH.

Orban.
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NEW MASSES' WINTER CARNIVAL

February 12-13-14-15-16
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RATES: For the 5 days: $35
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For 3-day week-end (Fri.-Sat.-Sun.): $24
For one week: $45 and $50

Send reservations directly to Arrowhead Lodge, Ellenville, N. Y.
Chartered buses leave from New Masses office, 104 East 9th Street

Tuesday, February Il at 7 p.m. Friday, February 14 at 7 p.m.
Bus returns late Sunday afternoon. & Round trip by chartered bus: $5

Make bus reservations thru
NEW MASSES, 104 E. 9th St., GR. 3-5146 with deposit
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1. What makes a foreign policy?
2. Why our foreign policy is what it is.

What the Republicans bave up their sleeves for
Europe and Asia.

4. Brass hats and top bats in American diplomacy.
Hear

JOHN STUART

Foreign Editor of New Masses
SPEAK ON

AMERICAN
FOREIGN POLICY
Monday, January 27th, 1947 « 8: 00 p.m.

WEBSTER HALL
119 East 11th Street
New York, N. Y.
o ADMISSION: $1.00

Final lecture in Series on American Civilization
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