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FROM Hollywood comes a note signed
by Earl Robinson, informing NEW
Masses that he plans to turn over to us
his share of the proceeds of “Free and
Equal Blues,” his latest published com-
position. We appreciate this gesture and
thank him for it, but equally enriching is
his closing sentence in which he conveys
his “best wishes as always to the maga-
zine, the best in America.” So that this
offer may bear fruit we hasten at once
to inform you that the album of “The
Free and Equal Blues” is manufactured
and sold by the Asch Recording Co. . . .
For those of you who may, for some un-
plumbed reason, have missed our cultural
number last week, and have not yet at this
writing caught up with your more provi-
dent neighbors, we repeat the Art Young
Memorial Award winners in art: first prize
Harry Sternberg; runners-up—John Wil-
son, Boston, and Edith Glaser, New York.

. Edith Glaser, by the way, lets us
know we did her an injustice in labelling
her a “student,” and reminds us that she
has been working in a war plant continu-
ously since Pearl Harbor, and is a mem-
ber in good standing of the International
Machinists Union to boot, and that she
has been working seriously at her art in
between all this—that it is some time since
she was a “student.” . . . Rules for the
Poetry and Short Story Awards were like-
wise published and are as follows: A con-
tributor may send in as many poems or
short stories as he likes, provided he is not
an NM editor, a judge, or a member
of the family of either. All contri-
butions must be typed on one side of
the paper (even though we are as mind-
ful of the paper shortage as anyone) and
sent to Art Young Memorial Awards,
NEw Masses, Box 115, Station D, New
York 3, N. Y. Enclose sufficient postage
with your contribution on the outside pos-
sibility that you do not win and want your
stuff sent back. Judges for the poetry
competition are Mark Van Doren, Isidor
Schneider, William Rose Benet, and Al-

fred Kreymborg—for the story award, *

Whit Burnett, editer of Story Magazine,
Isidor Schneider, Leane Zugsmith, and
possibly one or two more, to be announced
later. Deadline for the poems is March
15, 1945; for the stories, June 1 of the
same year. Winner of each contest will
get the cash award of $100. Material
sent in to NM since the original an-
nouncement of the awards in our May 16,
1944, issue will be eligible. Winners
and runners-up will be published in
the cultural issues of NM. Get your
entries in early. . . . To dwell for a mo-
ment longer on last week’s cultural issue,
we want to apologize both to David Bur-
liuk and the ACA Gallery for having
omitted a piece of vital statistic. In pub-
lishing a reproduction of Burliuk’s “Chil-

dren of Stalingrad” we neglected to in-
clude the fact that this picture was part
of a show currently at the ACA Gallery,
63 East 57th St. The show will continue
until January 1. ... Many of you have
read, of course, how our plans for a trip
to the President’s inaugural in Washing-
ton for our subscription contest winner,
ganged agley by the minimum ceremonial
plans of that event as announced by the
newspapers. Accordingly we have revised
our Grand Prize formulation as follows:
First prize winner may either choose a
weekend in New York visiting theaters
and night spots, and culminating the visit
at the NEw Masses Cultural Awards din-
ner January 22 as guest on the dais, or a
weekend, Washington’s Birthday, in Wash-
ing, as originally planned—except that
there will no inaugural exercise. For the
reader unfamiliar with either town, each
of these alternatives offers an original ex-
perience; for others, a new opportunity to
revisit landmarks and friends. If you
choose New York, you have until Janu-
ary 15 to get your subs in; if Washington,
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until February 15. Only you have to let us
know by January. 1 which you choose. ...
There is still time to win. . . . Over
400 messages of tribute and greeting were
sent to Bill Gropper, whose birthday was
celebrated on Decembef 4 by the Joint
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee and 1,200
admirers, Among them were personal
greetings from people whom Bill had
worked with and met all over the world
—David Low in England, artist groups in
the Soviet Union, and from Harold Ickes,
Theodore Dreiser, Congressman Coffee,
Earl Browder, trade union leaders and
such like. The speakers’ table overflowed
the dais with the numbers of people who
had made their mark in the creative
spheres, people like Carl Sandburg, Henry
Varnum Poor, Dorothy Parker, our own
Joe North, Dean Dixon, Geraldine Fitz-
gerald, Edward Chodorov, Norman Cor-
win. The Red Army was represented by
Captain Shevsov, Mexico by its ambassa-
dor, and Margaret Toledano, sister
of Lombardo Toledano; Spain by the
artist Luis Quintinilla. And all these rep-
resented but a fraction of his colleagues,
artists and writers who were seated among
the hundreds of guests around the tables.
It was, to sum up, quite a party.
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NOVEMBER 7 AND THE FUTURE

Shortly after the election Earl Browder,
president of the Communist Political
Association, gave his first analysis of its
results at a gathering of a group of
friends of NEw MassEs. Because of the
importance of Mr. Browder’s speech we
are here publishing its text. We believe
that a full understanding of the strategy
used by the anti-Roosevelt lineup is im-
perative: it will help combat that lineup
in the post-election period. Next week
we will publish the questions and an-
swers that followed his talk.

that is gathered by the NEw

Masses. That is one of the reasons
why several months ago, when I was
having lunch with Joe North, I made
a promise that when the election cam-
paign was over I would speak under the
auspices of the NEw Masses to deliver
my first extensive analysis of the elec-
tion results.

Another reason why I made that
agreement was that I have a very high
opinion of the NEw Masses. I want to
take this occasion to express it. I say
that it is my opinion that the NEw
Massks has been doing, especially in this
last year, but for a good many years
back, a real bang-up job of dealing with
the most important issues of the day, of
giving clarity and understanding to its
readers. I don’t know of any more im-
portant job than that of bringing clarity
into this confused world. And I don’t
know of any other publication in this
field that is bringing any great degree
of clarity to its readers as yet. So I am
going to continue to support the NEW
Masses, and I hope that its editors will
not get tired and not look around for
any other occupation.

Now I am going to talk about the
elections, so I'll pull out my notes.
First of all, I want to.warn you that I
am not going to give any rounded-out
estimate on all phases of the great battle
that ended November 7. I think it

I AM always glad to meet a group

would be presumptuous of anyone to -

think that that would be possible because
this was one of the great battles of his-
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tory, and men will be studying it for
generations to come to draw its lessons.
We have just lived through one of the
great turning points of history and I
set myself now a very modest objective
of trying to make one step towards an
analysis and understanding of this battle
in terms largely of examining the
strategy of the political camp that was
headed by candidates Dewey and
Bricker and of tracing the main outlines
of how that strategy worked out in the
course of the campaign. Well, of course,
you know Roosevelt was reelected, and
it is for a fourth term. At the same time
Congressional elections changed the
composition of our Congress both in the
House and in the Senate in the direction
of strengthening the support for the
President’s policies.

It is my opinion that no event in
America since the time of Lincoln has
had such a great effect upon the peoples
of the whole world. This was an inter-
national, not merely a national event.
This news of the election of Roosevelt
was flashed around the world in every
country, and everywhere the masses of
the people were waiting for that mes-
sage and they received it with joy. This
was one of the greatest and most fate-
ful political struggles of history. And
its outcome was the outcome that the
peoples of every country in the world
were hoping for and praying for.

The large significance of this elec-
tion was that America confirmed the
concord of Teheran, the agreement
that was formulated and given to the
world some eleven months ago by
Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin, the
program for victory in the war and a
durable, prosperous peace. All of the
combined issues of this campaign are
summed up in that statement. The out-
come of the battle was determined
through a complicated and bitter strug-
gle. In the course of that struggle the
camp of reaction and the enemies of
Teheran in America threw in all their
resources. They employed every politi-
cal strategy in the book. I presume you
know which book I mean. The Presi-

dent mentioned it early in the campaign.
The book is Mein Kampf.

The reactionary camp was defeated
by the aroused intelligence of the
masses, by the unity brought about among
the advanced sections of all classes in
America, and by the superb leadership
of President Roosevelt at the head of
the camp of national unity. The plans
of the reactionary camp for this cam-
paign began to shape up immediately
after the 1940 election. You could see
them taking shape from 1941 on. The
strategy that gave coherence to all these
plans we can describe in a few main
points. I have listed seven of them to
describe the strategy of the Hoover-
Dewey camp in this election campaign.

POINT number one of that strategy
was to secure command of the Re-
publican Party as the main base of opera-
tions. For this the main task was to
overcome the Willkie forces and elim-
inate Willkie. For the elimination of
Willkie it was necessary to find a can-
didate for the Republican Party who
had no well defined isolationist record,
preferably one who had no record at
all. That is why Dewey became the
front man’ for the real power in the
Republican Party, for such gentlemen
as Hoover, Vandenberg, Taft, and
others such as Pew and a few of the
reactionary monopolists, financiers and
industrialists.

The second point of the strategy was
to penetrate the Democratic Party and
either capture it for reaction, in which
case the election would have been won
without a battle no matter which can-
didate was elected, or if that was im-
possible, to - disintegrate and split the
Democratic Party from within. For this
purpose Hoover and company worked
a long time over a period of many years,
and they found at hand a host of power-
ful agents ready for this'job. At the
head of these agents of the Republican
reactionary machine, working within
the Democratic Party, there was Jim
Farley, for eight years the national chair-
man and organizational chief of the
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Democratic Party. Jim Farley was ripe
for treason to his party for reasons
which we don’t need to discuss here,
which are the subject of some specula-
tion—perhaps disappointed personal am-
bition, or perhaps something deeper—
but for whatever reason, Jim Farley for
four years had been working toward
the disruption of the Democratic Party
for the 1944 campaign, working hand
in hand with the Hoover Republicans.
There were such people as Garner and
Martin Dies and Senator Byrd, Senator
Reynolds, Senator O’Daniel and others
of that kind. That sector of the Demo-
cratic Party, especially in the South, part
of the anti-Roosevelt camp in Congress,
was ready for a coup to split its own
party and to split the Solid South or
part of it away from the President.

Then there were such men as Gov-
ernor Edison in New Jersey, who had

made a coalition with the Republicans -

to campaign under the false banner of
“reform,” and who was highly success-
ful in many of the liberal circles of
America in leading them around by the
nose and almost led them right into the
Dewey camp. Remember that it was
not long ago that the liberals made such
an outcry against the Communists for
having dared to say that, as against
Edison, we supported Hague in New
Jersey, and yet, when the crucial battle
that determined not only the course of
our country but the course of the world
took place, Hague was on the side of
progress and Edison was a traitor, and

everybody knows it today. Who was it -

- had foresight, who was it understood
the real role of Governor Edison in
New Jersey? The battle is the pay-off,
as they say, and this was the battle that
determined the true political position of
every man in America, and we saw
where Edison stood. Edison was a part
of the Republican conspiracy to break
up the Democratic Party in order to
elect Hoover’s man, Dewey.

Many other ’examples can be cited.
There were many more Republican
allies within the Democratic Party
working from the headquarters of
Hoover. In New York State Jim Far-
ley delivered the governorship of this
state to Dewey, just as much as if he
had openly nominated him, when he
forced Bennett upon the party against
the wishes of the majority, against the
wishes of Roosevelt, against the wishes
of all progressive Democrats in  this
state. All in all, the Hoover camp had
reason to figure that point number two
of their strategy, the disruption of the
Democratic Party, would be successful.

4

Point number three of the strategy
which I want to elaborate on is that
the reactionary camp directed itself
toward keeping the total national vote
as low as possible by obstructing the
ballot of the armed forces and hamper-
ing registration. We can discuss this
more fully later on as we go along and

. see how it turned out.

POINT number four of that strategy
was to divide and demoralize the
labor movement and thus prevent it
from rallying to Roosevelt as in the past.
To this end, the Republicans made elab-
orate  preparations
for years. They
joined with their
Democratic  allies
in Congress in pass-
ing over the Presi-
dent’s veto the
Smith-Connally bill
which places sharp
restrictions on labor
political action and
encourages strikes;
and then they sav-
agely attacked the labor movement
and the administration for the strikes
that resulted. The Republicans took
John L. Lewis under their protec-
tion, while blaming Roosevelt for ‘the
strikes Lewis instigated and led, not
only among the miners but throughout
all industry. In 1943 there was a grave
danger that the whole war effort would
be disrupted by a surge of strikes
throughout the country. Lewis was the
organizer of it all, the organizer, the
inspirer and the instigator. Lewis was
only defeated by a very sharp struggle
inside the labor movement. But the
forces of the American public saw that
strike danger—and it was a real strike
danger—saw that they had to back the
labor movement and to back Roosevelt
in this war. The people were aware of
the real source of that danger to the war
effort and of the forces who took Lewis
into their camp, took Lewis under their
protection, and defended him against all
efforts to make him pay the penalty that
should have been his for his disruptive
acts—public opprobrlum and public con-
demnation,

The Republicans gathered evidence
of malpractices among AFL labor lead-
ers, not in order to bring about reforms
among them, but in order to blackmail
them into coming ouf in support of the
Republican candidates. I won’t spend
the time going into some of the known

Alzira

‘details of the great volume of work that

was done, about most of which we don’t

know the details, but we know enough to
know that a most tremendous, unprece-
dented effort was made to blackmail a
large section of the AFL leadership into
d1v1dmg the labor support of this cam-
paign and throwing as much as possible
to Dewey. The Republicans therefore
stimulated by all means the divisions and
suspicions between the AFL and the
CIO and all other potential differences
in the body of the labor movement.

The fifth point in the Republican
strategy was to bring back the Negro
people to their traditional allegiance to
the Republican Party. The Republican
Party had practically the united vote of
the Negro people in America from the
Civil War down to FDR, and they seri-
ously set themselves to win back the
Negro vote in 1944. Typically, they set
themselves to accomplish this by provo-
cation, The Republicans supported the
poll tax Democrats of the South in
blocking the repeal of the poll tax, in
defeating the anti-lynching bill; in sabo-
taging the Fair Employment Practices
Committee. Then they turned around
and adopted in their own convention
platform planks in favor of all those
things they had helped to defeat. They
blamed Roosevelt for all the grievances
of the Negro people which he had been
trying to remedy. This exceedingly
clever maneuver was depended upon to
take the Negro people away from the
President in the election.

Point number six in the reactionary
strategy was to mobilize every discon-
tent and grievance existing in the coun-
try and combine them all into a move-
ment against Roosevelt. Promise every-
thing to everybody, regardless of how
contradictory the promises may be.
Promise economy and greater spending,
lower taxes and higher governmental
income, the abolition of all government
controls but the preservation of the re-
sults of control, continuation of all
Roosevelt policies but the reversal of all
these policies at the same time. Promise
to continue the war to victory but give
the wink to all the anti-war forces in
the country. Speak for the continuation
of all war alliances, but insult our allies
and gather up all the anti-ally senti-
ments. Speak for postwar international
collaboration, but slyly inject policies
which would make that imposible to
realize. Combine the Chicago Tribune
with the New York Herald Tribune.

Point number seven in the Hoover-
Dewey strategy—and this is the last one
that DIl deal with, because I am not
going very deeply into the subject—the
keystone to the whole structure of Re-

December 26, 1944 NM



publican strategy was the masterpiece
of Hitlerite technique: the use of anti-
Communism and its shadow, anti-Semit-
ism, to split and splinter the nation and
thus -dissolve all effective opposition to
the Republican seizure of power in the
elections.

This is the main outline of the
Hoover-Dewey strategy in entering the
1944 campaign. If all these main at-
tacks registered some results, it was as-
sumed that the cumulative results would
guarantee a reactionary victory. If any
single one of these points had gained its
maximum results, that alone would
bring the reactionaries to power. If sev-
eral of these attacks scored a break-
through, that would have meant the
dissolution of progressive power in the
United States for a long time to come.

H ow did all of this strategy work out?
Well, we know it was defeated in
its main objectives. That’s not enough.
We’ve got to know much more than
that to get the point of the election
struggle. The whole world knows that
Dewey was defeated. The whole world
does not know how critical and close
was the battle and how seriously the
United States stood at the brink of a
Nazi-like abyss of reactionary resur-
gence of power. It is therefore of more
than ordinary importance to examine in
some detail how the victory for democ-
racy and progress was achieved. ‘

The interplay of forces on these vari-
ous strategic fronts was very compli-
cated and any over-simplified analysis
of the results would falsify the picture
of reality. I warit to venture a simple
outline of the factors that made this
complicated struggle develop. I want to
follow through with the seven points of
the reactionary strategy and see how
each one worked out in the election
struggle. '

First, on the reactionary control of
the Republican Party: this is the front
on which superficially the Hoover-
Dewey camp scored its greatest gain.
It secured complete dominance of- the
Republican Party, without which it had
no base of operations, and completely
shut Willkie and his friends out into the
cold. But right here in the basic first
step of the reactionary attempt at the
seizure of power they ran into the first
contradiction which began to prepare
their ultimate defeat. They secured the
dominance of the Republican Party, but
their technical victory was so complete

that in the result it acted as a boom-

erang. For with the development of the
fight on all issues of the campaign, the
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Morris Schappes

America's most disting-
uished  political  prisoner
came back to freedom last
Monday. Morris U. Schap-
pes left Walkill Prison a
bigger man than on the
day when the jury and
the judge, sacrificing justice
to anti-Red hysteria in a
period when both the United
States and Russia were still
uninvolved in the war, de-
clared him guilty of first de-
gree perjury. We know now
that Schappes’ real crime
was ''premature anti-
fascism." For this a legisla-
tive committee headed by a
man whose law firm was the
representative of the Vichy
government in this country,
Sen. Frederick R. Coudert,
Jr., expelled him and several
other anti-fascist teachers
from New York's city col-
leges and instigated the pro-
secution of Schappes. Chief
Justice Irving Lehman of
New York State's highest tri-
bunal, the Court of Appeals,
thought the case against
Schappes was too flimsy to
warrant  conviction. Hun-
dreds of distinguished Amer-
icans agreed. But the ma-
jority of the court said
Schappes must stay in jail
and so, in effect, did Gov.
Thomas E. Dewey who, for a
man of his avowed passion
for fair play, proved remark-
ably allergic to the many ap-
peals for a pardon. Schappes
was finally released on parole
after serving a little over a
year.

We of New Masses feel a
special joy that Morris U.
Schappes is free once more.
Our readers know him as a
frequent contributor to these
pages, and the editors know
him as a loyal friend and a
man whose courage and flam-
ing devotion to the anti-fas-
cist cause are an inspiration
to us all. Congratulations to
him and to his ‘brave wife,
Sonya. Welcome home,
Morris Schappes!
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exclusion of the Willkie forces prepared
the pre-conditions for the swinging of
the Willkie forces away from the Re-
publican Party to the support of Roose-
velt. I would say that perhaps the num-
ber of Willkie Republicans who voted
for Roosevelt may have been as many
as Roosevelt’s popular majority. The
swaying of these Willkie votes was pre-
pared by the completeness with which
the Dewey forces seized control of the
Republican convention and the party
machine. The Hoover-Dewey domi-
nance was so complete that it became
obvious to the Willkie followers that
they no longer had a place in the Re-
publican Party, at least in this campaign.

On the second point, the reactionary
disruption of the Democratic Party, this
scheme collapsed entirely in that phase
in which it did all it could to reduce the
electoral vote in.the Solid South and
finally produced no result beyond re-
ducing the volume of popular votes for
Roosevelt. The scheming and millions
of dollars that were spent didn’t change
a single electoral vote. In fact, the re-

. actionary camp once more overreached

itself and the net result of what they got
out of their efforts to disrupt the Demo-
cratic Party from within was that they
brought about the defeat of a whole
series of their Democratic allies in Con-
gress, thereby greatly strengthening the
President’s position in the nation as a
whole and opening the way for funda-
mental improvement in the political life
of the South. I think one of the greatest
points of significance in this electoral
struggle was that the South emerged
from the control of the poll tax machine
of the Democratic Party, and the poll
taxers emerged so fundamentally weak-
ened that they can never again pretend
to exercise any sort of veto power in
the Democratic Party,

Farley’s treason in New York State
was overcome so that the President
carried the state with a bigger majority
than in 1940. Although there was the
most persistent and widespread sabotage
within the Democratic Party by the
agents of Farley and Hoover, all of this
was overcome by the upsurge of the
masses of the people and by the fact that
important sections of the Democratic
machine were not infected by the trea-
son, and among’ them, the Hague ma-
chine in New Jersey and the Kelly
machine in Chicago. The worst spots in
Democratic machine politics were spots
where the Republicans did not attack
because they had the collaboration of the
Democratic machine leaders. But all of
it brought no results beyond a certain
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diminution of the President’s popular

vote, but didn’t affect a sjngI&\ electoral

vate.

ON THE third point, the scheme to
reduce the total vote: This was re-
vealed some time ago in the Congress
debate on the soldier vote bill when the
President’s opponents declared that they
would vote for the federal soldier vote
ballot, but only om condition that the
President would promise not to be a
candidate. Later Dewey’s supporters
publicly speculated that a national vote
of forty millions would guarantee
Dewey’s election, a vote of forty-five
millions would leave the result in doubt,
while anything over forty-five millions
guaranteed the election of FDR. That
wasn’t a theory put forward by the
Communists; it wasn’t the New
Masses; it wasn’t Earl Browder; it
wasn’t any Roosevelt man. It was the
open supporters of Dewey who put for-
ward the thesis. Its anti-democratic basis
is characteristic of the whole Dewey
campaign.

On the basis of this theory, the Re-
publican machine tried to cut down the
registration. They did this by limiting
facilities, by keeping long lines waiting
at the polls and making large numbers
of people come back to the polls a second
and sometimes a third time, and so on.
Also in New York they made spectacu-
lar legal investigations, subpoenas were
served on first voters during the late
hours of the night, wholesale warrants
of arrest for fraud were issued, and so
on, all designed to scare away first
voters from the polls. But the more the

Republicans tried to cut down the vote,

the more it acted as a boomerang, and
as a result they stimulated the masses
to get the vote out. They stimulated
the mass movement by these anti-demo-
cratic moves which did more than the
work of the Political Action Committee.
Although the PAC work was a very
valuable and a very effective thing, it
must take second place to the Dewey
-jrob of trying to keep the vote down.

hat is first of all what brought the
vote out. The Dewey speculative for-
mula worked out, in the sense that the
vote did go above forty-five millions,
and that Dewey did lose.

Point number four, the scheme to
divid® the labor movement: This hinged
on the exploitation of the rivalry be-
tween the AFL and the CIO by Re-
publican demonstration of warm sym-
pathy for the former and sharp attacks
against the latter. They gave protec-
tion to John L. Lewis who led strikes

6

and endangered the war effort. There
were planned provocations by employers
and an effort to create a strong strike
movement during the election period,
and so on. There were a hundred dif-
ferent forms in this attempt to disrupt
the labor organizations. Huge efforts
were made through corruption and in-
timidation to bring labor leaders into
open support of Dewey and other reac-
tionary candidates. Venal labor papers
were paid to publish Dewey’s divisive
propaganda, The daily press was literal-
ly full of it for weeks. They tried to
reach the rank and file of the labor
movement, but this scheme, it seemed,
was without success. They were suc-
cessful, though, among a few top lead-
ers of the AFL. In the Executive Coun-
cil those for Roosevelt were Dan Tobin
of the Teamsters and two or three
others: Brown of the Machinists, Flore
of the Hotel and Restaurant Workers,
Harrison of the Railway Clerks. The
others gave their indirect support to
Dewey. Among the millions of mem-
bers and most of the lower leaders of
the AFL there was quite a different
picture. Far from dividing AFL from
the CIO, the Dewey campaign, as it
developed, brought an unprecedented
unity among the two great divisions of
the labor movement; their rivalry be-
came transformed into a struggle to see
which could do the most for the reelec-
tion of President Roosevelt. I deliberate-
ly went out and stimulated that rivalry.
In one place when I was with members
of the AFL, I told them that the CIO
was doing a better job than they, and
then when I spoke to members of the
CIO, I told them the AFL had it all
over them. This rivalry was wonderful;
it went higher and higher and before
the campaign was over it was difficult
to see which really had done the best
work. In some places, the AFL did a
better job than the CIO; Illinois was
one of them. We must say that the la-
bor movement demonstrated a high po-
litical maturity and that the Dewey
strategy toward labor was a flop.

THE fifth point, the plan to win the

Negro vote: For a few weeks after
the national party conventions it looked
as if the Hoover-Dewey strategy had
registered deeply. But as the campaign
developed, the realities broke through
the demagogy, and the Negro voters
came through their period of hesitation
and swung overwhelmingly to Roose-
velt on election day. The turning point
came with the Philadelphia traction up-
heaval. You remember the so-called

strike of the traction workers in Phila-
delphia, which was instigated by power-
ful figures in the Republican Party of
Pennsylvania with national advice. The
Republican Party tried to incite the
white workers there to drive the Ne-
groes out of employment in order that
they could tell the Negro people of
America that the government did not

. protect their rights and that they would

have to put in Dewey to get their pro-
tection. That provocation in Philadel-
phia was another boomerang. It was
another boomerang because the Trans-
port Workers Union was on the job
and the Roosevelt administration step-
ped in and followed the advice of the
Transport Workers Union in that sit-
uation. They took charge of the Phila-
delphia Transit System with federal
troops; and the Transport Workers
Union went in and put it back to work
again. The authority of the Fair Em-
ployment Practices Committee .was up-
held by the combined power of the
Roosevelt administration and the labor
movement. And the fact that the Re-
publicans had been behind this effort
was exposed to the country, especially to
the Negro people, who studied that sit-
uation very carefully.

Well, the result was that what was
to have been the crowning stroke of
the Republican strategy for winning the
Negro back turned out to be the oppo-
site. It was the stroke that turned the
Negro masses back to Roosevelt.

Point number six of the reactionary
strategy, the doubletalk scheme of
Dewey: Perhaps the modern radio
should be given some credit for the
breakdown of this little scheme of work-
ing both sides of the street and gather-
ing support from both sides of every
coritroversial question. Because of the
radio everybody heard all the speeches
that were made, and while Republi-
cans had intended and planned to have,
as Secretary Ickes said, a Seattle Dew-
ey, a Los Angeles Dewey, a Chicago
Dewey and a Pittsburgh Dewey, those
of us who listened to the radio saw all
of the Deweys. We saw all of them at
the same time and saw their contradic-
tions.

The doubletalk scheme of Candidate
Dewey and his talking out of both sides
of his mouth was so widely recognized
that hard-boilled Republicans were
blushing for him. But there were a
large number of backward masses who
were influenced by Dewey and his
doubletalk and it trickled in and left its
effects. However, it is equally certain
that this was approximately offset by

December 26, 1944 NM






"Yes, the Spirits say you will be represented at the Peace Conference . . .

along with them.”

the number of intelligent voters who
were drawn away by Dewey’s cynical
demagogy and attracted by the digni-
fied and serious level of Roosevelt’s
dealing with the campaign issues. On
this front also the Hoover-Dewey strat-
egy went on the rocks.

On the final point in the Dewey
strategy, the anti-Communist and anti-
Semitic incitements: It was in this phase
of the Hoover-Dewey strategy that its
Hitlerite inspiration and purpose was re-
vealed most fully. Never outside of
Nazi Germany has anything like it been
witnessed in modern political life. An
unprecedented flood of political poison
was loosed upon the country. It would
be blindness to underestimate the dam-
age to America’s social and political
life, not only in influencing voters in
the election, but in poisoning social and
political relations after the election
is over. This phase of the Dewey cam-
paign was most damaging because it
was only half met and half answered
for the great majority of the country.
It was merely dealt with as an example
of the “gigantic lie.” The basic assump-
tion of this gigantic lie, that Commu-
nists and Jews are somehow outside the
pale of American national life, was not
met head-on and challenged, except by
the Communists. The democratic camp
contented itself with refusing to join in
this huge lie, as they called it, and in
declaring that “the danger is being
grossly ekaggerated.” Inside the demo-
cratic camp groups were tolerated and
given respected positions who not only

8
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joined fully in the gigantic lie, but who
had originated the special form in which
this lie was put forward by the Hoover-
Dewey camp. It was David Dubinsky
and his clique who had coined the slo-
gan about a “Hillman-Browder con-
spiracy against America,” and present-
ed it ready made for Dewey’s use,
whether with or without fee is not
known. So badly armed is American
democracy against this poison that re-
sponsible leaders were still willing pub-
licly to associate with Dubinsky at the
end of the campaign when he was
mouthing the same main slogans as
Dewey, while still unwilling or unable
to acknowledge that American Com-
munists have won their citizenship by
their devoted services in our nation’s
greatest common eflort. Such is the still
remaining potency of this, the chief of
Hitler’s political poisons.

THE effects of Dewey’s anti-Commu-

nist and anti-Semitic campaigns—
and I speak of them together because
I want to repeat that anti-Semitism is
being spread in America as the shadow
of anti-Communism; you cannet com-
bat them separately—the effects were
mixed and very complicated. There
can be no doubt it failed in its first aim,
which was to rally propertied business
and financial circles into a fanatical
drive to elect Dewey at all costs, al-
though it may have had effect in slow-
ing and limiting the shift of such circles
to open support of .Roosevelt. When
the New York T#mes and Walter Lipp-

mann, two of the most conservative and
responsjble spokesmen of the propertied
classes, came out against Dewey in the
last weeks of the campaign, this was
registration of the failure of the first
aim of the Red-scare. It failed even
more completely in its second aim of
splitting the labor movement, despite
Dubinsky’s frantic efforts to assist. Never
before in these modern times has a great
national Red-scare effort found so little

. response within organized labor.

Where the anti-Communist and anti-
Semitic campaign scored heavily, how-
ever, was in the small towns and rural
areas, among the less thoroughly in-
formed and less politically alert sections
of the population. Here Dewey more
than made up for the loss of support -
among the Willkie Republicans, who
were nauseated by his Red-scare and who
remembered Willkie’s dramatic appear-
ance before the Supreme Court to ar-
gue the case of William Schneiderman,
the California Communist leader, and
to win the decision establishing the citi-
zenship right of Communists. They re-
membered Willkie’s fearless call for
China’s unity to include the Commu-
nists. In the small towns and rural
areas they have learned little or nothing
of such modern political developments
in America and the world, and when
a great political party, which they had
been taught to respect, frantically
shouted in their ears that a foreign con-
spiracy was seizing control of America,
there is not the slightest doubt that mil-
lions were influenced by it. There is
reason to believe that while Dewey
weakened himself in the cities and
among all intelligent and informed peo-
ple by his irresponsible use of anti-Com-
munism and anti-Semitism, he more
than compensated himself in number of
votes, even though not in the quality
of his support, in the small towns, rural
areas and among the more ignorant vot-
ers generally. '

It is certainly not a pleasure for me
to record the judgment that Dewey
made some profit in votes out of the
Red-scare. I would be much happier
if I could honestly declare that his crime
did not pay substantially among any
large part of the population or in any
form. But this issue is too threatening
of future troubles for our country and
the world to justify any wishful think-
ing or complacency in regard to the
realities. ‘The harsh truth is that a con-
siderable part of America can be influ-
enced by unprincipled political leader-
ship which appeals to fear and hatred of
Communists and Jews. This is precisely
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the chief means whereby Hitler rose to
power in Germany. A tremendous
task of mass political education is re-
quired by this fact before our country
can be considered immune to Hitlerism.

HAVE heavily emphasized the nega-

tive aspects of this election campaign.
Now let me tell you of the more positive
aspects. That has to do with the so-
called closeness of the fight which the
Dewey camp is using to console itself
for its defeat. I think that I have taken
fully into account the menace that is
contained therein, and I also want to
say that it is my frank opinion that the
Dewey circles are giving themselves a
false consolation.

I want to remind you of the fact that
two years ago Hitler was consoling him-
self that he had almost won at Stalin-
grad. If the Red Army had only had
a little lower morale, fewer soldiers and
less tanks and guns at the crucial spots,
and Hitler a few more here and there,
then the history of the world would
have been quite different. In the same

fashion in the last few days we have seen .

the ideologists of the Dewey camp con-
soling themselves on how close was the
presidential ballot. Mr. Brownell has it
all figured out that a shift of a little
more than 300,000 votes in the key
states from the Roosevelt to the Dewey
column would have elected Dewey. It
has been noted that even less votes
shifted from Dewey to Roosevelt would
have raised the Roosevelt electoral vote
to 531, or a clean sweep. The election
was close. Yes, it was close just as the
most decisive battles in world history
have been close. There is about as much
consolation for the Dewey camp in the
close election as for Hitler in the close-
ness of the fight for Stalingrad. Dewey
was fighting to change the basic cur-
rents of history, just as Hitler was two
years ago. He had to win now or
never, even as was the case of Hitler.

Just as Hitler’s doom was sealed two
years ago at the ruins of Stalingrad, so
was the Hoover-Dewey gang’s doom
sealed in the close election results of No-
vember 7. There is a tide in the affairs
of man—1I think it was Shakespeare
who said that—it’s true anyway—and
that tide has finally turned in the United
States to join the flood of democracy and
progress that sweeps through much of
the rest of the world. The Hoover-
Dewey clique belongs to the dead past
as irretrievably as does the Hitler gang.
This does not mean that the fight against
reaction is finished any more than the
war was finished at Stalingrad. Now is
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the time when the invading enemy must
be driven back and cut to pieces and de-
prived of all of the strong points he has
seized in the past battles. This can be
done by an even greater mobilization,
greater unity of all democratic allies, by
the transformation of the successful de-
fense into the successful offense that will
smash the enemy. That is the true les-
son of the closeness of the vote on No-
vember 7.

F THE opportunities opened up by No-

vember 7 are to be utilized, there are
a few things that must be taken care
of now. The armies that won the de-
fensive battles are the same that must
now go into the offensive. ‘That means
there can be no’demobilization for those
who carried the brunt of the battle until
now. ‘There must be reinforcements
and replacements, but these things are
possible only if the armies victorious in
the defense now swing all available
forces into the counter-offensive. No
demobilization is the first order for the
post-election period.

We must try to learn all of the les-
sons of the battle up to now. We must
search out all our strong and weak points
in order to build on the former and
eliminate the latter. We must know
better the strong and weak points of the
enemy in order that we may break
through his lines, surround his forces
and render them harmless. We must re-
place those officers who did not make
such a good showing in these battles. It
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is not enough that we won. We must
sharply distinguish between those who
helped to win the victory and those who
hindered it. Armies that cannot learn
cannot continue to win battles. We
must promote new officers from_ the
ranks who helped their people to throw
back the enemy. We must build a closer
liaison between all our various armies
and divisions that are conducting the
battle. We must more completely bring
the whole struggle under the control of
a master plan. That master plan was
begun a year ago at Teheran. It will
be further extended in the forthcoming
meeting of the commanders-in-chief of
the United Nations. All lesser plans
must now be overhauled and scrutinized
to bring them into harmony with the
master plan. The initial steps to imple-
ment the concord of Teheran, the Bret-
ton Woods conference, the Dumbarton
Oaks conference, must be given the
overwhelming support of the American
people. These must be mass issues backed
up by mass support. Many other conse~
quences that flow from the Teheran
agreement must be worked out in detail
in a way to unite the people behind them
and to isolate and defeat the reaction-
aries who continue to fight desperately
in their retreat, just as do the Nazi
hordes.

Such is the perspective that is needed
everywhere. Now that November 7 is
past, it is time to give clear orientation
to all the forces that were engaged in
that great battle. ,
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KOESTLER'S MIASMIC LOGIC

By JOEL BRADFORD

The following is the second of a series
of three articles on Arthur Koestler by
My, Bradford. The first, “The Bitter
Company,” appeared in the preceding
issue of NEw Masses (December 19).
The third article will follow next week.

an analysis of independent thinking,

both as Mr. Koestler understands
that concept and as it may more prop-
erly be understood. Mr. Koestler, we
learned, measures the independence of
thought by the amount of disagreement
which a thinker manifests toward every-
one else. We have now to add that this
disagreement, while admirable in gen-

IN THE previous article we attempted

eral, becomes yet worthier when it is"

directed to certain particular thinkers.
Preeminent among the thinkers with
whom to disagree is to be blest is Karl
Marx. '

Now disagreeing with Marx is by no
means as easy as it appears. As you
read his volumes, page after magnificent
page, while the lightning topples giants
from their seats, you feel within you an
invigorating sense of the presence of
truth. You are overpowered by the logic,
the vast assemblage of data, the remorse-
less analysis which lays bare every bone
and tissue of social fact. Amid so great
a symphony it is difficult to hear Mr.
Koestler’s thin voice crying you off. He
seems but a feeble siren. When Marx is
by, you will not need Odysseus’ wax in
your ears.

 The problem, thed, is how to dis-
agree with an argument so cogent, a
theory so convincing. The walls of libra-
ries are lined with the pitiful records of
these attempts, all failures. Obviously
there will be greater hope of success if,
instead of trying to disagree with Marx’s
actual doctrines, we disagree with other
doctrines which can be passed as contra-
band under the name of Marx. And so
it comes to pass that books appear in

refutation of theories patently silly and -

entirely un-Marxian, wherein the au-
thors demonstrate their independence of
that corrupting influence. They are in-
deed independent, for they are no nearer
to Marx than the earth is to the sun.

Among these critics of theories arti-
ficially invented and ascribed we have
now to place Mr. Koestler. His title to
the rank of Marxist expert is grounded
upon  career among the dissident circles
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of -the pseudo-left, in which he suffered
unusual pangs of conscience and unusual
frustration of ideals. He now requites
pangs suffered with pangs inflicted and
ideals frustrated with ideals betrayed.
Let us examine the spectacle: there is
much to be found in it that will profit
us.

R. KoEsTLER and his colleagues of

the Fourth International have a
flair for the vocabulary of the French
Revolution. They like, for example, to
refer to the Soviet government as the
“Thermidorian Reaction” — a phrase
which suggests, even to knowledgeable
men, nothing so much as a way of
preparing lobster. In the present circum-
stance we are required not only to know
the Three Estates of 1789, but to recog-
nize the Fourth Estate as the proletariat
rather than the press.

The philosophes, who, according to
Mr. Koestler, were the firsy modern
intelligentsia, constituted “the
strata of the Third Estate”; that is to
say, they were men of bourgeois origin
who provided the revolutionary bour-
geoisie with an appropriate ideology. The
fact that they anteceded the Revolution
refutes the Marxan error (so Mr.
Koestler regards it) of “the triumphant
class creating its own philosophic super-
structure to fit its mode of production
like a tailored suit.” “I repeat,” says
‘Mr. Koestler in recantation and atone-
ment, “I do not believe any more that
the economic process by itself ‘creates
its own superstructure. Orthodox Marx-
ism has never produced the historical
evidence for this postulate.”

Assuming that “orthodox Marxism”
means the Marxism of Karl Marx, we
may say that it never produced the evi-
dence because it never held the postu-
late. Mr. Koestler shows himself as gen-
erous of contributions to Marxism as he
was generous of lexicographical glosses.
It must be a little embarrassing, when
you have finished the business of recan-
tation, with all its tears and ecstasies, to
discover that what you recanted was not
Marxism at all. Your sin loses its mag-
nitude, and your redemption becomes
trifling.

Engels is perfectly clear on the point:
“According to the materialist concep-
tion of history the determining element
in history is wultimately the production

upper -

and reproduction in real life. More than
this neither Marx nor I have ever as-
serted. If therefore somebody twists this
into the statement that the economic ele-
ment is the only determining one, he
transforms it into a meaningless, ab-
stract and absurd phrase. The economic
situation is the basis, but the various ele-
ments of the superstructure . . . also
exercise their influence upon the course
of the historical struggles and in many
cases preponderate in determining their
form.> (Letter to J. Bloch, Sept. 21,
1890; Correspondence of Marx and
Engels, p. 475. Engels’ emphasis.)

This is the Marxist position. Let us
now set beside it Mr. Koestler’s own
philosophy of history. A victorious class,
on accession to power, finds “the befit-
ting ideology already waiting for it like
a ready-made suit in a department store.
Thus Marx found Hegel, Feuerbach,
and Ricardo, Mussolini had only to pick
Sorel and Pareto, Hitler discovered Go-
bineau, Houston Stuart (sic) Chamber-
lain, and Jung; Stalin revived Machia-
velli and Peter the Great,”

An entire essay could be written upon
this last sentence. I confine myself to
three observations. Mr. Koestler tells us
that progressive movements seize the ide-
ology at hand, whilst regressive move-
ments fall back on the “last-but-one or
last-but-two.” By this test Mussolini and
Hitler will be half-progressive, since
each had a contemporary to influence
him (Pareto and Jung respectively), and
the remaining influences go back no
farther than the nineteenth century. The
ideologies conferred upon Stalin, how-
ever, go back to the sixteenth and eigh-
teenth centuries; and Stalin is therefore
made out a reactionary force indeed.
This is an interesting example of the
Trotskyite - preference for fascists as
against “Stalinists”’—a preference which
keeps its possessors ever close to the fas-
cist camp.

Again: what ‘about the fit of these
“befitting ideologies”? Engels describes
the liberating effect of Feuerbach’s
Wesen des Christentums, but this did
not prevent him from remorselessly criti-
cising the large reactionary content of
that book. Marx exactly inverted the
Hegelian system. Kapital is full of criti-
cisms of Ricardo. These “ready-made
suits” would seem to have undergone a
lot of alteration. The fact is, of course,
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that Marx was a scientist rather than
a maker of ideologies. He was his own
tailor.

Again: it is one thing to describe
Stalin’s policies as Machiavellian (though
that would be false in itself), but it is
quite another thing to say that Stalin
consciously adopted Machiavelli’s politi-
cal theories. On the contrary, both in
writing and in action, he repudiates
them. Mussolini, however, was an
avowed disciple of Machiavelli. He
wrote part of a doctoral dissertation
upon that master, and a de luxe edition
of Machiavelli’s works was, with singu-
lar propriety, dedicated to him. It is a
curious scholarship which ascribes to one
man an influence he has spurned, and
fails to ascribe to another man an influ-
ence he has'avowed.

RECOILING, then, on the basis of evi-

dence which is not evidence from
a Marxism which is not Marxism, Mr.
Koestler arrives at an ingenious theory
of history. Economic causes alone will
not explain the nature of ideologies. On
the other hand, there seems to be an
extraordinary aptness in the way ideolo-
gies are available when needed. This
can hardly be coincidental. The truth,
then, must be that “political economy
and cultural development are merely two
aspects of the same basic process, which
we are as yet far from being able to
define.”

Mr. Koestler tells us that he is apply-
ing the double-aspect theory to history
in the same manner it was applied to the
mind-body problem. There is historical
materialism, which describes economic
events; and there is historical idealism,
which describes cultural events, Neither
can be reduced to the other, yet there
is between them a constant parallelism.
They are, it would seem, aspects of a
third process still more basic. This pro-
cess, whose existence is suspected and
whose nature is unknown, is Mr. Koest-
ler’s tertium quid.

Now, the classic exposition of the
double-aspect theory was made by Spi-
noza, who wrote, in a famous passage:
“Thinking substance and extended sub-
stance are one and the same thing, which
is comprehended sometimes under the
former attribute and sometimes under
the latter.” (Ethics, 1I, 7, scholium.)
The point of this doctrine is that, while

the given series of objective events is’

neither physical nor mental, it can be
interpreted according to either category.
I can, for example, describe a toothache
either in terms of a physical event (the
twitching of the nerve) or a mental

NM December 26, 1944

Yugoslav Partisan

event (the pain which I feel).
But Mr. Koestler’s illustration is this:
. your gastric acid is neither the
cause nor the effect of your nervous
state, but both are aspects, consequences
of your total mode of living.”” Now, the
gastric acid and the nervous state are
equally physical, and the illustration
therefore does not exemplify the double-
aspect theory at all. What Mr. Koestler
is talking about is the relation of the
parts of a process to the total process.
This is something quite different, for a
process does not “‘underlie” its parts; it
contains them. Indeed, it s its parts in
their manifold interactions.

(14

The main thing to realize i that the
totality and the parts are equally real.
You may call the parts “consequences,”
and there will be no error here unless,
like Mr. Koestler, you ignore the fact
that they are also causes. But if you
call them “aspects,” you reduce them
to a secondary level of existence in
which they become ‘“‘appearances” of
something else which is “reality.” Yeu
thereupon pass directly into idealism,
and attempt conjectural descriptions of 2
thing-in-itself. All such adventurers re-
port, as Mr. Koestler does, “we are as*
yet far from being able to define.” The
next stage, for which Mr. Koestler will
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In barracks,

AR A RO RO TR

Unto infinity;

Flag unfurled

Must be me,

Still be me!

Poet in Action

Now having met myself

I saw no mirror anywhere,

Could not with hand

Indicate dark hair;

Only the military cap was there.
Once poet, solitary, and so taught to be,
I became Tom, Dick, Harry,

The executed action became me.

Such was the simple instant of humility.
My lonely individualism put aside,
The drilled maneuvering was wide:

I was the line stayed,
The wheel turning,
Bomb against madness,

The democratic armies of the world!
If in the future, moon and stars
Find me alive and free,

The veteran dead and hvmg

Must, O impertinent priests
Of antiquated culture,

I
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probably depart after his present arrival,
is to pronounce the basic “‘something”
unknowable.  Here the philosopher, in
Engels’ words, “translates his ignorance
into Greek and calls it agnosticism.”

r. KoEsTLER confuses the double-

aspect theory with the part-whole
_relationship because he wants to deny
historical materialism while admitting the
facts which substantiate it. If economic
events and cultural events interact, they
may be considered (and Marxism so
considers them) as parts of a total pro-
cess which is the evolution of society.
But then there is no need of a tertium
quid of which these are aspects.

At the same time, if economic events
and cultural events interact, there is no
reason why economics may not influence
culture in general and ideologies in par-
ticular. But then what becomes of the
“ready-made suits”! To render them
historically viable Mr. Koestler has to
postulate a cosmic tailor who produces
the suits first and the appropriate cus-
tomers second. Instead of the suits be-
ing fitted to the customers, the custom-
ers are fitted to the suits. The universe
would seem to have undergone Mr.
Burnham’s “managerial revolution.”

-Mr. - Koestler could have avoided

2

all these difficulties by asking him-
self one question: whence did the philo-
sophes derive their ideas? Doubtless from
many places, but the main cultural
source, the main inspiration, was English
thought of the seventeenth and eigh-
teenth centuries. The sweep and power
of this influence is indicated by its name,
“Anglomania”; and Voltaire revealed
it fully in his celebrated compliment to
Locke: “Other philosophers have writ-
ten the romance of the soul; Locke was
the first to write its history.” By 1785
English cultural influence had covered
the Continent. As one of Kant’s pupils
wrote, in raptures produced by Tristram
Shandy, “O diese Englaender!”
English thought was powerful because
it was culturally advanced, and it was
culturally advanced because it was
grounded in a progressive society, Mr.
Koestler’s vulgarizing of Marx prevents
him from seeing that Newton developed
physics, and Boyle chemistry, not in
order to provide an ideology, but be-
cause capitalism made scientific knowl-
edge economically valuable and there-
fore socially necessary. Without the
overthrow of feudalism, Western thought
would have lingered indefinitely in the
dark corridors of the medieval mind.

And Locke’s political philosophy came to’

Europe bearing the future in its bosom,
as Marxism does now.

One must ask, also, what rendered
the philosophes so susceptible to English
influence? The answer will have to be
that in France the bourgeois relations of
production were already powerful. The
final, triumphant attack upon French
feudalism was not made by a submerged
and impotent class, but by one strength-
ened and advanced by its own successful
dealings. Prerevolutionary economics
was one of the sources of prerevolution-
ary thought.

Thus, while it is true that the phio-
sophes preceded and influenced the
French Revolution, it is likewise true
that the English Revolution preceded
and influenced the philosophes. What
does this show? It shows that a profound
economic change can produce import-
ant cultural changes, and that these in
turn may influence a later economic
change. History exhibits not parallelism,
but interaction. 'The facts allow no room
for Mr. Koestler and his tertium quid.

There is uncommon naivete in the
idea that a revolution suddenly bursts
forth in the economic world, and then
the victorious class seizes an ideology at
hand. The economic causes of any revo-
lution have a long, long history; their
origin, in fact, lies imbedded in the very
structure of the previous society. At
every stage of their development they
affect, and are affected by, events more
obviously cultural. Was not the Re-
formation an early bourgeois struggle
against feudalism, but carried on in re-
ligious (that is to say, ideological) terms?
It is constant interaction, and not an
unknowable substratum, which makes
the unity of history.

Such, then, are the errors upon which
Mr. Koestler has erected his concept of
the intelligentsia. In his view, the task
of an intelligentsia is to manipulate cul-
tural events, while others are manipu-
lating economic events. Each, then, to
his own “aspects.” The intelligentsia,
moving in its aspect with all available
wisdom, plays the role of a “sensitive
membrane” which by the power of inde-
pendent thought stretches from the lag-
gard present to the alluring future. The
work it effects as a membrane is well
worth study-—more study, I suspect,
than it has thus far received.

But these pleasures I leave to a later
issue, when we shall examine Mr. Koest-
ler’s sensitive membrane in some detail.
The prospects are inviting, and I would
urge the reader not to imitate the para-
doxical farmer in Macbeth, who hanged
himself upon the expectation of plenty.
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THE "NO-STRIKE" REFERENDUM

By JAMES KELLER

Detroit.
MEMBERSHIP referendum to de-
A cide whether or not to continue
the no-strike pledge, a referen-
dum to take place exactly three years
after Pearl Harbor, is strange enough
for any man’s union. It is all the more
- shocking that it occurs, of all places, in
the United Auto Workers Union with
its outstanding production record in the
war and its steadfast support of CIO
policy. The referendum is being held
this month and January.

The magnificent war record of the
UAW juxtaposed to the no-strike ref-
erendum offers a contradiction difficult
for many to understand. This contradic-
tion dates back to the last convention of
the UAW, which unanimously endorsed
the no-strike pledge, but a little later,
voted for the referendum. The reason
for this must be sought in the very com-
plex factional situation in the union; the
referendum is a by-product of faction-
alism which is being utilized, in large
measure, by outright defeatist groupings.

The effort to repudiate the no-strike
pledge has its origin among the enemies
of the nation, and of the auto workers
themselves. It must be defeated if seri-
ous consequences for the labor move-
ment and the nation are to be avoided.

First of all, it would be grievously
wrong to consider every opponent of the
no-strike pledge and every worker who
strikes today as a conscious enemy of the
nation. But the reality is this: anybody
striking today is either a tragic victim of
or a partner in the sinister combination
of unprincipled adventurers, Trotsky-
ists, Norman Thomas “socialists,”
Christian Fronters, and other fifth-
column alignments.

‘This combination has seized upon the
no-strike pledge to advance its designs to
capture the leadership of the UAW, and
to continue its nefarious designs to un-
dermine the aims of this war. These
people do not, of course, openly advance
their objectives. On the contrary, they
pose as defenders of the workers’ just
grievances and masquerade as cham-
pions of trade union democracy.

So, Vice President Walter Reuther
argued at the UAW convention that he
stood for the no-strike pledge, but that
he was also for the referendum on the
grounds of union democracy. This jibes
precisely with the baseless accusations of
the Trotskyites that Philip Murray and
other CIO leaders are bureaucrats who
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do not represent their membership. Ac-
cording to them the labor movement
should have made no pledge until every
last union discussed the issue and voted
on it. Meanwhile let the war wait.
Reuther’s argument also carries the im-
plication that upion convention decisions
are not democratic decisions. It denies
the principle of representative democ-
racy, without which there can be no
trade union democracy and consequently
no trade union movement.

However, though Reuther talked de-
mocracy, his followers and collaborators
hailing from the fifth-column were
busily violating trade union democracy
in their efforts to erase the union’s no-
strike pledge. When they failed to carry
the outright repudiation of the pledge at
the convention in September, they shifted
their efforts to the factories, and foment-
ed unauthorized strikes. Strike provoca-
tions increased as November 7 neared.
During October strikes in Michigan
reached a new record of 104, as com-
pared with fifty-three in September, and
the previous record of eighty in May.
October strikes involved 133,669 per-
sons, compared with 39,000 the previous
month. These developments demon-
strated something more than the viola-
tion of union policy by an unscrupulous
minority : they uncovered the basic politi-

~cal motivations of the groups who pa-

rade behind the attack on the no-strike
pledge. Their splurge of strikes was
aimed directly at affording maximum
aid to Candidate Thomas E. Dewey.
And their efforts coincided with the
statement made by C. E. Wilson, presi-

Charles Nakata

dent of the General Motors Corpora-
tion: “A strike might be bad for the
corporation, but it would be a good
thing for the country.” And as you will
recall, the GOP newspapers utilized
every strike to foment more strikes while
blame was placed upon the Roosevelt
administration.

Now that the referendum is at hand,

the Reuther-Trotskyite lineup is
making another violent effort to provoke
the maximum number of strikes in order
to create maximum sentiment against
the no-strike pledge. Underlying their
strategy is the objective of ousting the
‘pro-CIO leadership headed by R. J.
Thomas, and to substitute for it the
Reuther-Trotskyite leadership in the
UAW. Labor observers will recall that
at the UAW national convention the
so-called “third caucus” of Christian
Fronters and Trotskyists threw a feeler
in this direction by running a candidate
against R. J. Thomas.

This unscrupulous alignment consid-
ers the referendum a real “break.” The
Trotskyists have taken over ideological
leadership in the struggle to rescind the
pledge. A leaflet distributed in the name
of an “Educational Committee” in Flint
Chevrolet is typical of all such litera-
ture and reeks with Trotskyist propa-
‘ganda. You can get the drift by running
down the list of some of their main
arguments:

1. This war is a rich man’s war, and
labor has no interest in it.

2. Labor has gained nothing in the war,
has been deprived of its rights, has sacrificed
its living standards and has made concessions
without any gains.

3. The no-strike pledge is a “mill-stone”
around labor’s neck. “The strike weapon is
labor’s only weapon.”

4. Big business is emerging from the war
with “greater economic power and with a
stronger political position.” The workers
“must prepare to meet the ‘postwar crisis’
which is absolutely certain to come.”

5. Now that President Roosevelt has been
reelected the no-strike pledge is no longer
necessary. (This has been a particularly dema-
gogic argument by these elements in view of
their efforts to promote a third party move-
ment, the candidacy of Norman Thomas and
other activities calculated to defeat President
Roosevelt.)

6. “The only people who have beea for
the “no-strike pledge are the top leaders.of
the labor movement, the Communist Party,
the employers and the government.”
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First Warning

! I ‘uE Montgomery Ward strike in Detroit, this past week, is a danger
signal national in scope. Involved is labor’s no-strike pledge which
was reaffirmed unanimously at the recent CIO convention in Chicago;

involved, too, is the no-strike referendum in the automobile industry

which will begin next week. Thereby hangs a tale of great importance
to labor and to the nation as a whole.

As we go to press the War Labor Board has ordered Montgomery
Ward to comply with its judgment that the workers be awarded forty-
six cents an hour as a minimum wage and that there be maintenance
of membership. This decision came after the mail-order house again
defied the WLB by refusing to attend a hearing scheduled last "Thurs-
day. The probability now is that Economic Stabilizer Fred M. Vinson
will get the case and will pass it on to the President, with federal seizure
as the possible outcome.

Meanwhile, Samuel Wolchok, president of the United Retail and
Wholesale Workers has brought his Detroit members out on strike,
thus violating labor’s no-strike pledge. Labor, though supporting the jus-
tified demands of the Montgomery Ward workers,.does not, in the over-
whelming majority, believe that striking is the solution. But Mr. Wol-
chok, in collaboration with Walter Reuther, vice president of the United
Automobile Workers, have a contrary point of view. They are busily
seeking to undermine the no-strike pledge, although neither dared raise
a dissenting voice at the CIO convention when the pledge was unani-
mously reaffirmed. The Reuther-Wolchok plan is painfully obvious:
they hope, by involving Detroit’s auto workers in strike actions in sup-
port of the Montgomery Ward workers, to influence the automobile
referendum. They use the department store workers as pawns to fur-
ther their own devious ends.

The WLB action demanding compliance last Thursday has blasted
one of the Reuther-Wolchok arguments to the effect that all recourse
under the WLB was exhausted. These enemies of the no-strike pledge
have ignored the fact that the Attorney General has ruled Montgomery
Woard essential to war and that the President’s wartime powers apply
to it. This was upheld by the courts in the previous Ward case. But
the President’s position is rendered infinitely more difficult when the
union, too, defies the WLB by striking.

The essence of the matter is this: labor weakens its own position
and plays into the hands of recalcitrant employers, by striking. The
latter want strikes, realizing that they will boomerang against labor’s
just cause. The anti-labor press seizes upon every walk-out as a wedge
against the unity of labor and our soldiers, in turn weakening labor’s
standing in the eyes of the country. The Reuther-Wolchok people are
starting fires, the flames of which may sear the nation as a whole, not
to mention labor, if they are allowed to have their way.—THE EprTors.
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Space does not permit a detailed ex-
amination of these arguments in this
article. The mere statement of them is
sufficient to indicate the main direction
that clarification requires. It is significant
that CIO President Philip Murray took
special pains to demolish the lie that labor
has made no gains during the war. He
cited figures to prove that the CIO has
grown by almost 700,000 this past year
alone. This is but the numerical expres-
sion of extensive political and economic
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advances made by labor, thanks particu-
larly to the correct policies of the CIO
and labor’s general adherence to the no-
strike pledge.

Let me cite but a few more significant
facts that bear out Mr. Murray’s posi-
tion: Item: a fifty percent increase in
straight time rates for women workers
in auto since 1942—a tremendous
achievement in itself, made possible
largely by the policy of “equal pay for
equal work.”

Item: a seventeen percent increase in
straight time rates for men since 1942,
as well as numerous other advances con-
veniently ignored by the Reuther group.

It would, however, be perilous to
underestimate certain specific dangers in
the situation. Take, for instance, the
strike of Negro workers at the Packard
plant in Detroit in defense of seniority
for Negro workers. There exists some
unclarity among many Negro workers
who believe that the strike weapon can
be effectively used—by Negro workers
as a group—to defend their position in
the plants. This mistaken belief, if not
corrected in good time, might well de-
velop into a major threat to the unity of
Negro and white workers that could
spell disaster to the labor movement.
And it is essential to note here that this
correction is possible only if white work-
ers take the lead in fighting effectively
to safeguard the rights of Negro work-
ers. This single example from Packard’s
highlights other specific situations offer-
ing fertile grounds for the opportunist
and defeatist groups fighting the no-
strike pledge.

The biggest danger in the situation is
complacency, the failure to campaign for
the largest possible vote in the referen-
dum. The vast majority of auto workers
patriotically support the war, and hence,
the no-strike pledge. Recent experiences
have demonstrated the harmful effects of
strikes upon labor’s position, and their
fatility as far as economic gains are con-
cerned. The election experience has
enormously advanced the understanding
of labor that political action is labor’s
principal weapon to solve its problems
under the conditions of a people’s war.

THE referendum may well prove a

crushing boomerang against those
who fostered it. But it is necessary that
all win-the-war, pro-CIO forces in the
various locals, from officials to the shop
stewards and workers in the depart-
ments, energetically accept the challenge
and work for maximum clarity and the
largest possible vote. The UAW is now
preparing to spend thousands of dollars
to mail postcards to all members, includ-
ing those in the armed forces. Well over
a million members must be reached.
Tons of literature are being issued. It is
regrettable that such an expense, in time
and money, is necessary in these crucial
war months when every effort should be
directed towards supplying the needs of
the fronts. But the referendum may
prove worthwhile, providing the defeat-
ists are unmasked and shattered in the
final count.
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THE PROBLEM OF COMPLIANCE

By POLITICUS

Washington.
Y DECLARING publicly that there is widespread non-
B compliance with War Labor Board directives
throughout the South, a Tennessee CIO official
last week (December 11) opened a subject for discus-
sion on which very little has been said. The serious concern
with which the whole subject of compliance is viewed by
labor at this time, however, is indicated by a recent meet-
ing of some twenty CIO attorneys in Chicago on the
matter. For the record the National War Labor Board sup-
ports the principle that there must be compliance in all indus-
try, but in practice there appears to be a growing tendency
on the part of the board to institute delays and in general
to horse around with noncompliance cases. Particularly is
this true in cases which are not directly involved with vital
war industry, or in borderline cases.

With the UAW-CIO’s no-strike referendum in the of-
fing, the board’s reported weakening in its position on com-
pliance and its tendency in practice to separate war from so-
called non-war industry simply lends strength to the iniqui-
tous Reuther influence. For it is argued by UAW Vice
President Walter Reuther that after the defeat of Germany
workers in civilian production should not be bound by the no-
strike pledge. Of course no better way to split the workers
and cause industrial unrest could be found, unless it is the
proposal of Victor Reuther, Walter’s brother, that the no-
strike pledge be rescinded unconditionally.

OUTSTANDING case of noncompliance in the country now
is the Mosher Steel Co. of Dallas. In the Mosher case,
which has been kicking around over a year, a regional
WLB maintenance of membership ruling never has been
carried out. The WLB now has sent it to Fred Vinson,
director of the Office of Economic Stabilization, who is the
one who decides whether or not to recommend to the Presi-
dent that a plant be seized for noncompliance under the
War Labor Disputes Act. But in this case the WLB didn’t
send it to Vinson for that purpose, but to see if the com-
pany could be forced to comply through application of in-
direct sanctions—withholding priorities and so on.

This is 2 new method of delaying cases. When I talked
to a WLB spokesman, I asked how often indirect sanctions
had been applied. Never, I was told—they just didn’t work.
Then. why send a case to Vinson to see if they could be
applied? Oh, well, the board sometimes did that just to see
if anything could be done. “Isn’t it just a delaying device?”
the WLB spokesman was asked. “Well, it does result in
delays,” he said.

The Tennessee CIO statement was incorrect, the WLB
claims. Southern plants Aave been seized. As proof it points
to the Hughes Tool Co. of Houston, which was seized by
the Army September 6 last. It was admitted, however, that
the union, the United Steelworkers, had to go before the
board with a petition for a compulsory checkoff, which the
company insisted must be agreed to by the President. Under
the War Labor Disputes Act no change in working condi-
tions can be invoked by the Army without the President’s
consent. It doubtless will be approved by the President. But
this is an example of how even after seizure Army procure-
ment officers may fail to apply maintenance of membership
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orders, as it was obvious was the case here or the union
wouldn’t have been forced to bring in a new petition. It is
not that the military have any interest in pleasing the com-
pany in such cases, but that they fear losing manpower. But
the solution to keeping workers on the job cannot be sought
outside of the best union interests. It is the same attitude
which prevails in their regarding the problem of manpower
as one separate and apart from the matter of wages.

WLB points out that it has settled 10,500 disputes in-
volving 10,000,000 employes and noncompliance is so un-
usual that there have been only twenty-four cases of seizure.
However, the NWLB now has “from twenty-five to thirty
cases where the staff of the national board has classified them
as noncompliance.” To a question of how many there were
referred by the regional boards and still kicking around,
unclassified, the reply was that there were a good many
more than of those that were classified.

UNITED Cannery, Agricultural, and Packinghouse Work-

ers has seven noncompliance cases pending, all in low-
wage industries in the South. Typical of the so-called border-
line cases are four peanut companies of Suffolk, Va., which
shell and clean peanuts and sell to edible oil manufacturers,
most of whose products are made under direct government
contract. Army supervisors supervise the shelling and clean-
ing of the peanuts to see that they meet standards. Yet the
case, pending for about nine months while a maintenance
of membership order from the regional board is ignored, is
still being studied by the WLB compliance division. If only
one small Southern company in a low-wage industry were
ordered seized it would have an enormously helpful effect
through the South, union people say.

T THE WLB show-cause hearing in six Montgomery

Ward cases, after which the company was given three
days in which to comply with directives, the union testimony
presented an interesting sequence. First Samuel Wolchok,
president of the United Retail, Wholesale and Department
Store Employes, which are on strike in four Detroit stores,
described the company’s failure to comply, and declared
every Detroit CIO local was supporting the strike (Walter
Reuther had leaped to do so). Then Frank Tobin of the
Teamsters Union told of noncompliance in Denver, and
said pointedly that his union was not striking, and a spokes-
man for the AFL clerks took the same stand. Then Atty.
Douglas Hall, speaking for the St. Paul local of the Inter-
national Longshoremen and Warehousemen’s Union, de-
clared the company had failed to comply there, too, but
added firmly: “Our union will not go on strike no matter
what the provocation.” When the ILWU stand was com-
mended by industry (alternate) member Walter T. Mar-
getts, and when Robert Watt of the AFL further declared
the unions were in agreement on enforcement but differed
in the way they went about trying to obtain compliance
with a WLB order, Wolchok appeared far from happy.
From Wolchok’s point of view it is a dark day indeed when
employer spokesmen take another position than that of
Sewell Avery and actually cheer labor on for determining to
continue uninterrupted war production.
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BATTLE-SHOCK AND ITS CURE

By VIRGINIA GARDNER

Washington.

HE incidence of neuropsychiatric
Tcasualties in our armed forces is

exceptionally high in comparison
with casualties of all sorts, accounting
for some forty percent of the total cas-
ualties, and seventy percent of all dis-
charges. We know, too, from the Pep-
per Health Committee hearings of last
summer, that more than a third of the
rejections for admission to the services
are for neuropsychiatric reasons. As the
war progresses, and reports from psychi-
atrists treating men who have broken
down in combat, and in camps, are pub-
lished (for restricted use), the import-
ance that morale plays in relation to
these casualties is increasingly evident.

At a time when the President, Gen-
eral Eisenhower and numerous others
are appealing to the civilian population
to allow no letup in morale but on the
contrary to concentrate new efforts on
production for victory, it is to the point
to get acquainted with what the psychi-
atrist is thinking of along these lines.

Col. W. C. Menninger, director of
the division of neuropsychiatry of the
Army Medical Corps, in his testimony
before the Pepper committee said that
for the man who does not “know what
it is all about,” does not understand the
purpose of the war, “the chances of
(his) breaking down are much greater
than if the war is extremely important”
to him. “We find that every time the
morale is low, where the orientation of
the man to his job is inadequate, we have
a high neuropsychiatric casualty rating.”

We see this same stress on morale
brilliantly expressed in one of the fasci-
nating reports from psychiatrists treating
psychiatric casualties after battle. It
points out how of course psychological
warfare against the enemy is necessary,
but psychological warfare for our sol-
diers is even more necessary. They have
found morale one of the greatest pre-
ventatives in neuroses.

In talking to some of the men who
are treating psychoneurotic casualties in
hospitals in Washington, I was most of
all impressed with the fact that morale
is a primarily civilian responsibility. In
other words, morale can be instilled in
troops only to the extent that a whole
nation is enrolled in the war. The men
~must feel that the people at home are
with them all the way. Morale must be
something that makes-a man feel iden-
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tity with the goal, and understanding
of the necessity for the struggle, but he
must feel solidarity with a group en-
gaged in the same struggle. This is why
the unions which send cigarettes and
literature to their members—and the
families and friends and organizations
which do the same—are doing an im-
portant service. It -explains, too, why
Edgar Snow in his book, People on Our
Side, reports that there is a small inci-
dence of neuropsychiatric breakdowns in
the Red Army.

WHY do we have so many mental-

emotional crackups in our armed
forces? Because, I am told, we have
them in our civilians, in peacetime.
There are twice as many persons in
mental hospitals as there are in all others
combined. The hopeful thing the war is
teaching us is that with attention a large
percentage of these may recover. The
Pepper hearing brought out that eighty-
five percent of Navy cases which end in
mental hospitals have recovered, most of
them in six months.

By far the largest number of neuro-
psychiatric casualties occur in the first
three months after induction, I am told.
Many occur in boot camps among the
Navy and Marine corps men. Morever,
among those which occur at a later
period after induction, it is not only the
traumata or shocks of battle which pre-
cipitate the breakdowns. Inactivity in
Army and Navy camps in this country
tends to increase the number of neurotic
complaints, many of which end in dis-
charges. The soldier on the battlefield,
on the other hand, is dealing realistically
with death, rather than unrealistically
with life. The psychiatrists put it this way:
men who have a perilous adjustment
to begin with are those who are apt to
break down in the services. It is possible
that they would not have cracked up in
civilian life, but there is a greater chance
they would have. The shock of adjusting
to Army or Navy life, or the more
severe trauma inflicted by combat, are
the precipitating factors, but the basis is
laid for them in civilian life. These neu-
ropsychiatric studies, being made for the
first time on such a massive scale, make
it clear that we need a widespread sys-
tem of low-cost clinics such as Senator
Pepper envisions as one of our great
postwar epportunities.

THE concept back of all the diagnosis

and treatment of psychiatric break-
downs in the services, as it was explained
to me, is one of security. The man may
feel secure in his group for other reasons
than an understanding of the nature of
the enemy, but the latter is an invaluable
aid. A sense of patriotism, even without
a real understanding of fascism, may
help a soldier to adjust, or even getting
on easily with his fellow men and feeling
a sense of oneness with his outfit. But
he must feel that security from some
source, that sense of belonging, without
which the self-doubt which assails even
the healthiest of men at times will take
the form of doubting the rightness of the
commanding officers, the necessity for
little irksome red-tape details, or even
the entire purpose of the war. With a
sense of security, he can see the direction
in which it is moving even though the
Army is not a perfectly democratized
instrument, even though there are in-
efficiencies and irritations. Without it,
a soldier’s own beefs assume large sig-
nificance. Shock added to that may
cause mental illness.

“These men don’t tell me that they
don’t feel the home front is behind them,
or when they were civilians that they
didn’t feel we were really in the war,”
said one doctor. “But if a man is in
combat, and there is a shortage of shells,
he doesn’t stop to figure out why. He
blames someone. He feels the home
front is letting him down. Accumula-
tions of such experiences facilitate men-
tal breakdowns.”

This is doubtless why some of the
more careful spokesmen of the War De-
partment, such as Undersecretary Robert
P. Patterson, make it clear in public
statements that strikes are in no way
responsible for shortages in ammunition.
On' the other hand irresponsible state-
ments such as that by Rep. J. Parnell
Thomas that strikes and labor leaders
are to blame, and the less wild but
damaging remarks of Rep. Clare Luce
in Paris that supply problems would have
been whipped “if we had run the home
front as well as the battlefront,” only
serve to separate the men on the front
from their brothers in the war plants.

“There is no question that events in
Greece are seriously disturbing the
morale of our forces,” one of the psy-
chiatrists I spoke to said, “just as the
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pronouncements of our State Depart-
ment are giving the men great encour-
agement. These boys don’t fight in a
vaccum.”

Training is, of course, highly im-
portant. The men on Guadalcanal,
for instance, withstood hardships beyond
human endurance and of a terrifying
duration. Yet only fifty percent of them
broke down. That all of them did not
no doubt was largely due to the fact
that in addition to being picked men,
they were given highly specialized train-
ing for that particular assignment.

In England psychiatrists rely a great
deal on group therapy—that is, morale
building by psychiatrists working with
normal groups. Here it has been tried
in the camps to some extent, but only
in isolated spots; there seems to be no
available data on how. successful it is.

Both here and overseas psychiatrists
are using narcoanalysis to treat trau-
matic neurosis. It is very useful in getting
the men to recount their experiences.
Either sodium pentothal or sodium amy-
tol is injected into the veins. Under its
influence the patient reexperiences the
intense emotions which accompanied the
battle shock or trauma, which he has
repressed since then. But under the drug
he copes with these emotional experi-
ences in a less disastrous manner, and
with the help of the therapeutist is able
to release the repressed emotions. Thus
the ego, which has been’ crippled by the
original experience, regains its strength,
with the skill of the attending doctor,
and the patient again is enabled to grasp
reality. Often he will have retired be-
hind complete mutism, amnesia, or a
stupor. The greater the shock withstood
by the man in combat, the better the
chances for recovery, as only a strong
personality could have withstood so much
without breaking sooner. Repeated ex-
periences, such as those of fliers who see
first one buddy and then another shot
down in flames, will finally break many
of even the strongest personalities. The
incidence of neuropsychiatric break-
downs among the flying personnel is
comparatively low, however.

Shock treatment is used in hospitals
here for depressions. Occupational ther-
apy, play therapy, the various activities
which are performed so invaluably by
the Red Cross, and a fairly new thing,
the psychodrama—all are employed in
treating men whose mental-emotional
problems are actually little removed from
those of us so-called normal people. In
most cases they are restored to take their
place in society.

NM December 26, 1944

The most important function for ci-
vilians is to make these boys return-
ing from the armed forces to civilian
life—both the recent-sick and the well
—feel that they have a place to return
to and some security. How can this be
done?

“By Roosevelt’s program of 60,000,-
000 jobs,” I was told by one therapeu-
tist. ‘““T’he vets must have special pro-
visions, but the real answer lies in an
economy which is good for all; not in
giving merely the medical care and
financial assistance to vets, which they
should and must have.”

The neuropsychiatric ills which afflict
our society in such numbers are not in-
herited. They are not something which
we must have with us willy-nilly any
more than we must always have
the poor with us. They arise from
insecurity—emotional, economic and so-
cial insecurity. They are a product of
our mode of life. And there is not much
doubt that in an expanding world econ-
omy, individual isolationism as well as
international isolationism would not
flourish. In other words, our problems
as a nation cannot be solved apart from
those of the world. The problems of
neurotics, likewise, are the problems of
society as a whole. A broad collaboration
among all sections of the population,
business and labor and farmers, has been
arrived at with the exercise of conscious
purpose in order to win the war. With
the same conscious will directed toward
the welfare of the group, it can continue
into the postwar. Many persons have
found a conscious purpose in life for the
first time during the war period. There
are fewer neuropsychiatric breakdowns
among British civilians now, which some
British psychiatrists attribute to their
more purposeful lives. It is conceivable
that other drives may replace those
which motivate so many people in this

Eugene Karlin

country now with such adverse eflects.

What sort of drives lead to neuro-
psychiatric breakdowns? In general, one
of the questing doctors told me, they
are the competitive drives so noticeable
in our society. Competition breeds hos-
tility, suspicion, mistrust. We have
evolved a culture which has taught us
not to love our fellow man, but to get
ahead, to edge him out, to get the better
of him—to hate him.

Most of the breakdowns occur in the
middle classes. The poor have emotional
troubles, too, as well as economic, but
they are too occupied with the struggle
for bare existence to develop much in-~
ward-looking, for one thing. For an-
other, they have to depend more on their
fellow citizens in poverty. They do not
feel so alone. In their very class-con-~
sciousness lies some safety against the
tragic loneliness produced by the endless
competition of the middle classes. There
were plenty of sick people before the
war. But there were too many doctors
—where people could pay well. Now,
during the war, there is no unemploy-
ment or underemployment. All doctors
are being used, Negro and white, and
civilians by the thousands, who for the
first time have enough money to pay a
doctor, cry out for treatment and can
find no doctor, The milk companies
which used to compete and compete
now, even with more milk produced
than ever before, can’t find enough milk
to supply their customers, some of whom
never could buy milk for their children
before. We haven’t had 55,000,000
jobs before.

Under the profit system as it has op-~
erated to date, with nations pushing each
other around and invoking depressions,
the man in business, or a profession, had
to do the same. Knock your neighbor
out before you get knocked out. And if
a man attained a certain income, he
must then drive himself to obtain a high~
er one. This drive, this constant com-
petition, reflected itself in our entire cul-
ture, even in our sex life and home life,
with many parents too intent on and
harrassed by the race to love their chil-
dren. Under the socialist society of the
Soviet Union, of course, while men com-
pete in skills, this strain of unnatural
competition is removed. But even under
capitalism, given the full economy en-
visioned by Roosevelt, this cut-throat
competition can be drastically dimin-
ished. If we really understand there’s
enough for all, enough world markets—
with industrialization of backward na-
tions—maybe we can relax.
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STATE DEPARTMENT FURORE

$ WE go to press, the Senate is still
Adeliberating whether to confirm
or reject President Roosevelt’s
six new appointments to the State De-
partment. Rejection. would be tanta-
mount to a vote of no confidence in the
President and his conduct of foreign
policy. This was not the intention of
some of the liberals who initiated the
campaign against these appointments,
which the reactionaries took over with
so much zeal. But there is often a very
great slip between intent and result, and
it’s about time certain liberals learned it.
In this necessarily inadequate space let
us briefly indicate the considerations
which caused NEw Massks to refuse to
join this campaign.

The war and the future peace are a
coalition war and peace, nationally and
internationally. This means that they
are in the interest of all classes, and the
policies that further them require the
suport of all, ranging from the de-
cisive big business groups to. labor.
Those policies are identified with the
Teheran accord, and promise the kind
of prosperous and peaceful world that
is to the advantage of all classes and
social groups. In the recent elec-
tion the Teheran road for America was
endorsed by a majority of the voters.
The election was a victory not for the
liberals alone, as some seem to think,
but for the conservatives as well—for
all the people. And it may well be that
without the support of those for whom
the New York Times, Walter Lipp-
mann, and the Willkie Republicans
spoke, FDR could not have won.

Yet the fact remains that certain sec-
. tions of conservative win-the-war-and-
peace opinion, represented by such papers
as the New York Herald Tribune and
the Washington Post, because of old
prejudices, acted counter to their own
true interests and backed Dewey. It is
evident that the big question mark in
any future measures to implement Te-
heran are the leading big business
groups, many of whom may not recog-
nize their own stake in those measures
and may therefore wreck the prospects
for a cooperative and peaceful world.
‘That is why the retirement of Secretary
Hull, as PM recognized, was such a
heavy loss, for he, by virtue of the great
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prestige he enjoyed among conserva-
tives, was able to enlist the broadest sup-
port for President Roosevelt’s policies.
The President, over the objections of
certain liberals, wisely chose as Mr.
Hull’s successor Edward R. Stettinius,
who, because of his own conservative,
big business background, could most
ably continue Mr. Hull’s work. The
President and the new Secretary de-
cided to undertake a long overdue
housecleaning and reorganization of the
State Department. They swept out two
of the worst reactionaries, Adolph
Berle and Breckinridge Long. They
chose a new team of six men plus the
best of the old Assistant Secretaries of
State, Dean Acheson, to carry ‘through
the Roosevelt policies. NEw MassEs
does not regard these appointments as
the best that could have been made.
Under other circumstances we might be
disposed to criticize, for example, cer-
tain aspects of the past records of men
like James C. Dunn, Brig. Gen. Julius
Holmes, and Joseph C. Grew. But we
do not propose to endanger the whole
of the FDR foreign policy in order to
remedy any of its parts. We decline,
particularly at a time when a serious
crisis in Europe requires the utmost sup-
port of our government, fo join with
dichard enemies of our country’s foreign
policy in voting no confidence in Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt. And we refuse to let
the question of who should execute a
policy formulated by Mr. Roosevelt
and Mr. Stettinius blot out the mean-
ing of that policy as magnificently artic-
ulated in the State Department declara-
tion on Italy and the liberated countries.

Furthermore, most of the case against
the new appointees in the Philadelphia
Record, PM, the Nation and the New
Republic was based on a wrong concep-
tion of the national unity coalition and
of the main issues before the country.
Though PM found it necessary to ex-
plain that it really was not hostile to big
businessmen as such, its arguments
bristled with that kind of hostility. Its
indictment of William Clayton, for ex-
ample, new Assistant Secretary of State
in charge of foreign economic affairs,
was that he was “as articulate and in-
telligent a spokesman for capitalist con-
servatism as Henry Wallace-is of capi-

talist liberalism.” We have great ad-
miration for Henry Wallace and hope
he is given a post where his splendid
talents can best serve the country. But
we submit that when it comes to per-
suading industrialists and financiers to
back up the international economic
agreements that must be the foundation
of postwar stability and peace, Mr.
Clayton, for all his faults, may. well be
able to do a better job than Mr. Wallace.
Moreover, we think it far less sig-
nificant that Will Clayton opposed Pres-
ident Roosevelt in 1936 than that he
supported him in 1944. Nor do we con-
sider his attitude toward labor or farm-
ers in the pre-war years nearly as im-
portant as his attitude toward an ex-
panding economy and the furtherance
of world trade today. On these ques-
tions Mr. Clayton’s statements before
the Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, assuming his acts support them, re-
veal him as qualified for his post.
What reduces this campaign to the
ridiculous is that by PM’s tests Presi-
dent Roosevelt himself would flunk.
And in fact he has. Shortly after the
election PM’s 1. F. Stone, who has
borne the brunt of carrying the ball
against the new State Department ap-
pointees, wrote in the Nation that “pro-
gressives have a double task ahead. One
is to support the President; the other js
to fight him. Both call for organized
political action all the way down to the
grass roots.” And, continued Mr. Stone:
“In organizing it would be well to keep
away from White House influences, in-
cluding the progressives in the Presi-
dent’s own official entourage. Mr.
Roosevelt wants labor’s support every
four years, but if I read his mind right-
ly, he is not too anxious to have labor
operate as a going concern in politics.”
Lack of confidence in President
Roosevelt is a political platform of I. F.
Stone and his associates at the head of
PM. The State Department appoint-
ments were merely the occasion, not
the cause, of PM’s reckless expression of
this distrust. And while Mr. Stone wants
progressives to ‘“keep away from White
House influences,” he and his colleagues
are all too ready to drag them into asso-
ciation with such influences as Senators
Chandler and LaFollette, both bitter
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enemies of the Roosevelt foreign policy
and the Teheran outlook. Can Ameri-
can liberals be blind to the consequences
of that course?

The Soviet-French Pact

HE text of the new French-Soviet
agreement makes clear the treaty’s
transcendent importance. For one thing,
it marks a recognition of France as
a great power without whose leading
participation in European affairs key
problems cannot begin to be settled.
That may seem so obvious that it need
not be emphasized. But there have been
those, notably Marshal Smuts and our
own Senator Connally, who wrote
France off the political map for many
. years to come. On the face of it such
attitudes are absurd, for Germany can
never be held at bay in the West without
France just as Germany cannot be re-
strained from the East without the pres-
ence and strength of the Soviet Union.
There is no doubt that the new treaty

is directly aimed against a revival of
German aggression and that it is one of
a group of treaties that will be signed in
the future. These agreements will paral-
lel the present Soviet-French treaty just
as it parallels the Anglo-Soviet and
Czech-Soviet pacts. If anyone should
believe for a moment that these under-
standings are or will be duplications of
the old power alliances then he misreads
their meaning and fails to comprehend
the new context of European relations
from which the treaties originate. They
are power alliances only in the sense that
they seek to collect and exert maximum
power against potential violators of the
peace whereas the ententes of the inter-
war years were on the whole directed
against the USSR with war as an ulti-
mate objective. The new agreements re-
inforce. Dumbarton Oaks and the col-
lective security envisaged in that plan;
they undermine the possibility of exclu-
sive power blocs or an Atlantic Com-
munity, or any other arrangements
which in effect divide the Continent and
leave Germany the sole beneficiary. The
Soviet-French pact forestalls such divi-
sions and helps bind Europe together.
Nor is the pact a revised version of the
one signed by Laval in 1934. It is en-
tirely new for' the very reason that
France is no longer ruled by Lavals. It
is a liberated France which has made a
fundamental commitment and it re-
sembles the old France only topographic-
ally. It is worth noting also that De
Gaulle and Bidault, the two men who
negotiated the agreement in Moscow,

NM December 26, 1944

are devout Catholics. The meaning of
that will certainly not be missed by those
quarters under Vatican influence.

Spanish Currents

T was obvious that as the war went
against Hitler his disciple and ally,
Franco, would find himself swimming
in hotter and hotter waters. News re-
ports indicate that the Spanish scene is
full of latent and actual strife and that
Franco is taking measures against a vio-
lent eruption. A new police force has
: been organized from

members of the
Blue Division which
fought the Red
Army. Sections of
the old are proving
“untrustworthy’ in
suppressing the out-
breaks. In Toledo
recently many Fal-
angists were attacked and killed. Franco
is, of course, not losing time in making
arrangements to save his regime and his
neck. In his search for new allies he
seems to have found one, Miguel

Maura, a so-called Republican. Maura,

through Franco’s ambassador in Paris,
has been quietly negotiating for a trans-
fer of power to himself and a few
others. Let no one be misled by this at-
tempt at a “bloodless coup” for it is one
device on which the Spanish fascists are
counting to prolong their stay in Ma-
drid. And in all these dealings Maura
has the open support of Diego Martinez
Barrio, the former president of the Span-
ish parliament (Cortes), and an asso-
ciate of the Social Democrat, Indalecio
Prieto. The whole affair has been de-
nounced by twenty-one deputies of the
Cortes who met in Paris. There they
reafirmed support of the Spanish Na-
tional Union, the organization of the
Republican exiles in France backing the
Supreme Council of anti-Franco forces
within Spain.

We earnestly hope that our govern-
ment’s feplacement of the Francophile,
Ambassador Carlton Hayes, by Nor-
man Armour is the beginning of a radi-
cal departure from past policy. Mr.
Armour has had first-hand experience
with fascism in Argentina where as
Washington’s envoy he took a firm po-
sition against the Farrell-Peron coterie.
The British have also recalled the in-
effable Sir Samuel Hoare and have in-
dicated that Franco will never be given
a place at the peace conference—if he
lasts that long. These diplomatic changes
need to be followed through with meas-

ures that strengthen the Spanish people
against their native oppressors. The
giant meeting to be held in Madison
Square Garden, on behalf of Spanish
democracy January 2, should have a
tonic effect on American policy.

White's Black Lies
YOU can find trash in other places

than wastebaskets. It can also come
wrapped in the covers of the Reader’s
Digest. In the December issue, William
L. White, who accompanied Eric
Johnston to the Soviet Union, writes
what he “saw” there. He knows every-
thing about the use of adjectives and
nothing about the use of facts. His logic
is of the Hearst school. The people who
walk on the streets of Moscow are
“shabbily dressed” (no explanations are,
of course, offered as to why the Mus-
covite in war has no fine camel’s hair
topcoat or why his wife on her way to
a war plant is not garbed in Schiapa-
relli’s latest) ; therefore the USSR is in-
efficient, backward, dirty, uncouth, sub-
limely ignorant of the beautiful. During
a concert, White saw no old people. He
suggests that perhaps the entire aged
population died during the “terrible
famines,” or “were they liquidated in
purges?” Red Army officers are “fine
looking” men but the only trouble with
them is that they have “bullet heads.”
Having of course measured every soldier
in the Red Army he is in a position to
say that they are “undersized.” And in
addition to being a well known corre-
spondent White is also a dermatologist
of distinction. He feels himself qualified
to say that Soviet women have bad com-
plexions—this, again, after an examina-
tion of the whole female population. By
now you get the essence of the White
method of social research and observa-
tion. It is the method whereby prejudice
replaces fact and fantasy conquers truth.

You would never know from MTr.
White that the USSR has made gigantic
strides in production. All that he could
see after a few hurried visits to some
factories is that they are “inefficient.”
Mr. White then is not only a derma-
tologist and an anthropologist; he also
poses as a production expert. But let a
genuine production expert speak. Eric
Johnston covered the same ground as
White: Johnston called Soviet produc-
tion “an unexampled achievement in the
industrial history of the whole world.”
White would like to leave the impres-
sion that our great ally consists of noth-
ing more than crude, unsmiling men
kept in bondage by equally crude and
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Poland and Greece

MR. CHURCHILL’s forthright position on Poland will be welcomed

by all who desire to see that country get a fresh start in life under
a new regime whose policies are democratic and representative. Towards
Greece, the Prime Minister pursues an opposite and contradictory
course.s He would impose on Athens an authority so hated by the Greek
people that they are defying it with arms. The contradiction is apparent
from the fact that the Arciszweski camarilla in Londen which Churchill
scorned is in essence no different from the Papandreou government
which he upholds. The two groups speak different languages; that is
about all. Papandreou is able to continue with the aid of British bayo-
nets; Arciszweski, except for small bands of assassins in Poland, has
no outside bayonets to support him. The moral of the story is that if
the Greeks were left alone to determine their own future M. Papan-
dreou would be looking for another job as Arciszweski ahd his colleagues
will be doing very soon. And more, if what is desired in liberated terri-
tories is order and security, then it is eminently clear that they are
attained where there is no external interference as is the case in eastern
Poland. The moral will not fail to impress itself everywhere.

Mr. Churchill’s discussion of the frontier question in a rejuvenated
Poland is extremely helpful. He made it very clear that nothing is being
taken from Poland that is rightfully hers. He pointed out that the new
territory she would gain at the expense of Germany is more productive
economically than such wastelands as the Pripet Marshes—“a most
desolate region which, though it swells the acreage, does not add to the
wealth of those who own it.” The dispute over the border question,
however, is symptomatic of something else. The problem could be settled
in principle during one conference if the Polish emigres in London were
not so stupid, so violently anti-Soviet. At the heart of the whole affair
is what the future of Poland will be like. If it is to be the kind of Poland
envisaged by Arciszweski and Kwapinski then the reordering of the
Polish frontiers would not by itself resolve the problem of Germany.
Admittedly it would help, but in no time the leaders of an anti-demo-
cratic Poland would be conspiring with Germans against the USSR.
The Polish exiles are.using the border question to keep Poland from
emerging as a strong and independent democracy desiring to live in
peace with its neighbors. And all those who persist in helping the Polish
diehards are in effect using them as the means of keeping Germany in
readiness for future adventures in the East. A genuinely democratic
Poland, such as the Lublin Committee has in mind, would not haggle
over borders. It would return gladly what does not belong to it and,
in order to protect its democracy, would insist that Germany be so re-
constituted that she can never menace Poland again.

But as we have said, Mr. Churchill’s intelligent position on Poland
cannot expiate Tory sins elsewhere. It would, of course, be the highest
wisdom if he expanded the logic of the principles he used in Poland to
cover Greece. And the way the fighting in Athens has been going it
would seem that reason will prevail very soon. The steel-tipped‘logic of
the EAM has proved too formidable. In the present context of eveats,
Mr. Churchill’s speech on Poland may also have been intended as a
bargaining weapon. If that was his hope, it is too transparent. He can-
not really believe that by putting Washington and Moscow on the spot,
the world’s attention will be diverted from the mulish blundering of
the British government in Hellas.

Mr. Stettinius’ statement on Poland reaffirms what Secretary Hull
and the President had made clear on other occasions. Our government
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has a policy on Poland. It is for a “strong, free and independent Polish
state,” -a policy that matches those of Great Britain and the Soviet
Union. This US pronouncement should help hasten a settlement of the
Polish problem on the most equitable terms.
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barbarous leaders. Not even Hitler be-
lieves that any more and the Reader’s
Digest and Mr. White can hardly suc-
ceed where Hitler failed.

Speed the Trials

HILE the liberated countries of

Europe are proceeding with the
prosecution of Nazi collaborators despite
resistance and outside interference, there
is an uneasy silence in our Department
of Justice over the resumption of the
sedition trials in Washington. There
should be public assurance that the trials
will continue and that the delay holds
no other meaning than the selection of
a new judge or perhaps a new method
of procedure.

‘The prosecution of Nazi collaborators
here and abroad is of supreme impor-
tance. It is an integral part of the war
effort and the creation of a durable
peace. Fascism and war will not be ban-
ished from the earth until every last
fascist criminal and everyone of their
friends have been punished and driven
from public life and the propagation of
their criminal ideology outlawed.

The speedy resumption of the sedi-
tion trials here will greatly encourage
the liberation forces in Europe and help
overcome the efforts to delay or evade
the collaborationist trials in Belgium,
Italy, Greece, Holland, and elsewhere.
The present tragedy in Greece arises in
a large measure out of a conspiracy to
pardon the Nazi collaborators and place
them in government posts. Secretary of
State Stettinius has reassured the lib-
erated nations that we stand for the
right of self determination for the anti-
fascist peoples of Europe. A statement
by the Attorney General to the effect
that the native Nazi collaborators will
be given a speedy trial would be a splen-
did supplement to the broader policy of
the State Department.

Mrs. Recy Taylor

ProvistonaL CoMMITTEE for

Equal Justice for Mrs. Recy Tay-
lor has been formed and will soon be
established on a permanent basis. This is
indeed a welcome development in one of
the most scandalous cases of injustice re-
sulting from blind anti-Negro prejudice
in our deep South. It was three and a
half months ago that Mrs. Taylor was
abducted, stripped and raped by armed
white hoodlums as she was on her way
home from church in Abbeville, Ala-
bama. The criminals were identified,
one even confessed, but in the hands of
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white-superiority fanatics justice was
not done.

The Chicago Defender and the Daily
Worker deserve special commendation
for having publicized the case. The

. work of Eugene Gordon, reporter for

the latter newspaper, in ascertaining the
facts, in personally obtaining Mrs. Tay-
lor’s story, and in securing from Gov-
ernor Sparks of Alabama a promise to
investigate, has been more than’praise-

_worthy. We are also glad to note that
PM has picked up the case.
The fight to obtain justice for Mrs. .

Taylor must have the widest support.
The Provisional Committee has made a
good start. It numbers among its mem-
bers such outstanding leaders as Con-
gressman George H. Bender, Republi-
can of Ohie, Councilmen Cacchione
and Davis of New York City, Rev.
William Howard Melish, Prof. Walter
Rautenstrauch of Columbia, and Samuel
Novick, president of the Electronic
Corporation of America. These must
now be joined by many others. The
Committee will thereby be able better
to exercise vigilance over the actions of
Alabama authorities and rally public sup-
port toward such points as the develop-
ment of the case demands.

war the general situation is not with-

out similarity: both Germany and
Japan are now fighting a three-front
war, Germany fights in the east, in the
west and in the south (also in the Far
North, but this is a secondary front).
Japan also fights in the east, in the west
and in the south. German troops have
to face their opponents from Kirkenes
down to Yugoslavia and Italy and up to

- Holland. Japanese troops have to face

their opponents from the Kuriles down
to the Dutch East Indies and through
Burma up to Inner Mongolia. How-
ever, there is one basic and all-important
difference: while the Germans every-
where face a ring of true and tempered
steel, the Japanese face a sector of steel
from the Kuriles down to the Philip-
pines, a sector of indeterminate “mate-
rial” from East India to Yunnan, and
a sector of putty in south and central
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Doctors and Patients

HE problem of the doctor’s bill and

its headaches for both the doctor and
the patient were the subject of a nation-
wide conference of both last week in
Washington. A unique convention of
physicians and public organizations gath-
ered together under the auspices of the
Physicians’ Forum for the Study of
Medical Care to discuss how to make
available to all Americans, whatever
their economic status, the immense capa-
cities for medical care in the USA. The
150 representatives at the National Con-
ference on Problems of Medical Care
embraced both a wide number of for-
ward-looking physicians’ organizations
and such important citizens’ and work-
ers’ groups as the National Planning
Association, the UAW-CIO, the US
Chamber of Commerce, the Red Cross,
the League of Women Voters, the Na-
tiona] Consumers’ League and others
representing established groups inter-
ested in the general welfare. It also
included delegates from the key veterans
organizations, such as the American Le-
gion and the Disabled American Veter-
ans.

Panel discussions explored the prob-

"China. Because of this condition, the

Japanese enemy, pressed hard by our
steel in the east, is naturally “sinking”
deeper into China, which cannot offer
him any serious resistance at this time.

The ring of steel around Germany
will inevitably tighten more and more
and German resistance (which is prov-
ing much tougher in this stage than
many of us optimistically expected) will
contract in space and perhaps harden in
composition. It may well form a sort
of very hard “pit” after the “meat” of
Fortress-Germania has been eaten away.
On the other hand Japan may well,
when pressed hard enough between
Japan proper and Malaya from the east,
and bombed enough in the home
islands, concentrate on a last ditch de-
fense in China.

"T'he possibility of such a situation aris-
ing in the first half of 1945 on both
fronts brings to the fore two burning

/

lems of facilities, costs, the quality of
medical care and its attendant training
requirements, and the special problems
of the veterans. The conference ad-
journed to take up what it regarded as
its special tasks: spreading knowledge on
these matters so that both the profes-
sional and .his patient would fully un-
derstand the many legislative issues that
will and should arise around the nation’s
health problem. The value of such un-
dertakings as this conference cannot be
underestimated in our search for a sound
postwar program. These are the profes-
sionals’ grass roots, and the professionals
themselves by taking such initiative are
setting an example by this sort of de-
mocracy in action. They are laying the
only basis on which a sound national
health program can be established, the
mutual exchange of knowledge and the
cooperation of the people directly con-
cerned, toward planning improved or-
ganization and improved work. The
growth and development of such con-
ferences can serve both as a stimulus to
the best sort of legislation in the whole
national interest and to the active use
of our professional people in solving
the immense problems which lie before
us.

HIMMLER'S "GUERRILLAS" |

IN BOTH basic theaters of this global .

questions: can Germany fight a long
“Nazi-guerrilla” war after being de-
feated on the “regular” fronts? And,
second, what about the military situa-
tion in China?

It is being reported frequently and
from various sources that Himmler has
worked out a master plan for the con-
tinuation of Nazi resistance after the
defeat of the Wehrmacht on the “regu-
lar” fronts. The Nazi party apparatus
is the nucleus of the resistance which is
said to have been planned guerrilla style
and for “a number of years.”

That hard “pit” I speak of can only
be the mountain' massif which sits be-
tween Switzerland and Poland, Italy
and Prussia. This has roughly the shape
of a football, with its points in the Black
Forest and in Silesia. It has an area of
about 100,000 square miles and includes
the points of Karlruhe, Dresden, Kat-
towce, Vienna, Graz, Villach, Verona
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and Como. This area is stuffed full of
mountains and girdled by more moun-
tains. The Danube runs almost its entire
length and through the lower middle. It
includes such great industrial areas as
Silesia, the Linz-Regensburg-Steyr re-
gion in Austria and the Czech industries.
It can produce weapons, because it has
mines and armament works. With its
civilian population on half rations, it can
feed a million or more Nazi fanatics
who might retire into the Fastness for
a stand to the death. There is nothing
fantastic about the idea, given the fan-
tastic Nazi psychology. Such great riv-
ers as the Rhine, Elbe, Oder, Vistula
and Danube have their source in "this
fastness and could conceivably be poi-
soned by the Nazis, carrying germs
downstream into the areas of liberated
Europe surrounding the Fastness.

HOWEVER, this scheme must not be
confused with the raising of the
Himmler Volksturm. The Volksturm,
which naturally must represent the
scrapings of the German manpower bar-
rel, has a dual purpose. It is to provide
as much third-rate cannon fodder as
possible to make German resistance on
the “regular” fronts last as long as pos-
sible. Tt is also devised to strengthen the
hold of the Nazi party on the popula-
tion and to make that population more
able, psychologically and tactically, to
conduct resistance to the armies of occu-
pation. Through the Volksturm the Nazi
party is endeavoring to sink its tentacles
deeper into the body of Germany. In
this Himmler may have some success,
although the historical precedent he
flashed before the German people dur-
ing a speech in Koenigsberg when he
recalled the “heroic record” of the old
Landsturm of Napoleonic days (when
a revolt against Napoleon started in
Koenigsberg in 1813), is really not very
encouraging because it is well known
that the Landsturm was a complete mili-
tary failure then, and was disbanded
three months after it was called up.

As cannon fodder the Volksturm, ac-
cording to Soviet accounts, was not so
hot in East Prussia: the “Sturmists” took
to the woods, but for safety—not for
guerrilla warfare, However, enough
saboteurs and murderers can be found
among its nondescript masses of soured
oldsters and depraved youngsters to
make the life of the Allied troops of
occupation unpleasant and difficult.
There are reports that attempts at
crimes reminiscent of the notorious
Fehme of early Weimar Republic days
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have occurred in occupied German ter-
ritory in the west (the Red Army, past
master at guerrilla warfare, probably
stops such attempts short if and when
they occur in the east).

However, the Bavarian-Austrian-
Moravian - Bohemian  fastness, that
“Klingsor Castle” of Parsifal fame, will
be garrisoned by picked Nazis, tried and
true, and will be stripped of all doubtful
and inefficient elements by means of a
“permanent purge.” The Volksturm, or
whatever is left of it after the regular
battles are over, will remain outside its
walls, beyond the pale. Buz it will stop
functioning after the “Castle” has been
demolished. Thus, it is quite clear that
the advance of the Red Army along the
Danube, into the Fastness, is a move of
prime strategic importance, because it
threatens to occupy the Fastness before
the Nazis shut themselves in in it thus
threatening to deprive the future Ger-
man resistance of its directing nerve
center. If Devers and Tolbukhin, Patton
and Malinovsky could meet on the Dan-
ube, say, at Regensburg, the execution
of Himmler’s plan would become im-
possible.

HE December 12 issue of New
M assEs carries an article by Frederick
V. Field entitled “Key to Far Eastern
Victory.” The article is so excellent and
all embracing that I urge you to look
up the issue and read it again before go-
ing on with this. I will not repeat what
Mr. Field said, if only because I can-
not hope to approach his incisiveness.
Thus I will procede on the assumption
that you have read or re-read the article,
which, aside from giving a broad military
(and very competent) review of the
events in the Pacific theater for the past
three years, also gives you the political
reasons for what is happening in China.
For more background you might also
read Maxwell Stewart’s article in the
November 25 issue of The Nation on
“China’s Zero Hour” which discloses,
among other things, that one of the rea-
sons for the failure of the Chinese Cen-
tral Armies has been the lack of friend-
liness and cooperation between the Chi-
nese troops and the Chinese peasants.
In the Honan campaign peasants, an-
gered by the misrule and depredations of
Chungking’s semi-feudal troops, rose
and disarmed their own soldiers. The
peasants are now using many of these
rifles in guerrilla fighting against the
Japanese.
So here you have the crux of the situ-
ation: the cleavage between army and

people in the realm of the Kuomintang.
In Chungking Lenin’s famous “man
with a gun” is feared rather than loved.
The situation in the Communist-led dis-
tricts is exactly the opposite.

This seems to prompt a modus oper-
andi for our war against Japan. Let us
indulge in a little speculation of a stra-
tegic character. We have landed on
Mindoro Island and are now creating a
pincers for the Japanese in the central
Philippines. Our airfields on Mindoro
are about 150 miles from Manila and
750 miles from the coast of Indo-China,
southeast China, Hainan and Formosa.
This means that the Japanese sea lanes
to the southern part of their stolen em-
pire are in dire danger. The Japanese
need a land route, clear from the north-
ern Chinese ports to Singapore. In this
last summer and fall campaign they
practically won it. They are losing in
Burma, and the Ledo-Burma Road will
probably soon function. So they tried to
cut it at Kweiyang, but temporarily
failed.

Obviously our objective is the con-
verse of the Japanese objective: we must
cut that land route somehow. Can this
be done simply by pumping a trickle of
supplies into southern China and en-
trusting them to Chiang’s “men with
guns?” The experience of the past year
or so does not make this a very hopeful
proposition.

Of course, we must land in China
ourselves and do some real fighting
there, but this will take some time. We
can try to bomb Japan out of the war
with B-29’s, but the experience in Europe
(conducted on a scale much greater
than we can afford in the Pacific) has
shown that one does not bomb a major
opponent out of the war. So what can
be done? It seems to this writer that the
best troops in China—the people’s armies
in the north—should be supplied and
used to cut the Japanese land route, say,
along the course of the Yellow River.
Air bases for our bombers and fighters
could be organized in short order in
the Communist-led territory. Such air
bases would be twice as close to Man-
churia as those we lost in southeast
China. As to the distance to Tokyo,
Langchow is just as close to it as Kwei-
lin. With full Allied recognition, with
Allied supplies and American planes,
the Chinese “northerners” could per-
haps do the job. At least the plan might
be worth consideration. It is simple to
the point of seeming “simple,” but then
again, using the people in this war is
simple.
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JUDGING THE WAR CRIMINALS

By HANS BERGER

“He shot each child in the head with
an automatic, after which he pushed it
tnto the pit. Seeing what was taking
place the children struggled and shriek-
ed: ‘Uncle, I am frightened! Uncle, I
want to lwve, don’t shoot me!l’ And so
on, but the Germans paid no attention
to this.”’—From the testimony of the

accused, Bulanov, at the Kharkov
Trials, December 1943.

all those suspected of having aided

the Nazis will be indiscriminately
punished. Such fears have not mate-
rialized, if we are to judge from the
evidence thus far available, particularly
in Italy, Belgium, and France. There
have been very few cases in which sus-
pects have been murdered without proof
of their guilt, or innocent parties pun-
ished along with the guilty. Quite the
contrary: it is now clear that fears of
too great leniency toward the war crim-
inals are more than justified. In Ttaly
and in Belgium, as well as in France—
though to a lesser degree—the present
regimes have not treated the war crim-
inals with a severity consonant with the
people’s sense of justice. In Belgium
and above all in Italy the British mili-
tary administrators have played an influ-
ential role in staying the hand of justice.
Yet severity is politically necessary if
these countries are to be purged of fas-
cism,

Moreover, another dangerous phe-
nomenon has come to pass: the “small
fry” among the war criminals are more
likely to be punished than the ‘big
shots.” In Italy and Belgium there
were bankers, industrialists, and large
landowners who were accomplices of
Nazi Germany, who helped the Nazi
war effort. Yet because of their social
and business connections, they find it
all too easy to get a hearing from the
existing regimes and to win “interna-
tional” sympathy. These tendencies rep-
resent a many-sided danger. They pre-
vent the uprooting of fascism and the
building of stable democracies.

From an international as well as a
strictly national point of view, the be-
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FEARS have often been expressed that

havior of the German Weimar Repub-
lic with regard to its reactionaries and
war criminals should serve as a dire
warning to every country. For German
imperialism was able to wage its terrible
war of annihilation because the Ger-
man people surrendered systematically
to the domestic forces of reaction and
fascism. But that was not the only fac-
tor involved: German imperialism also
grew powerful because it found influen-
tial friends in the business and social
world of every nation. Thus the punish-
ment of war criminals in the liberated
countries is the concern not only of the
specific nations involved, but of the
United Nations—of the entire world.
We must not forget that the French,
Belgian, Dutch, Italian, Filipino, and
other collaborationists were and still are
part and parcel of the German and
Japanese war-machine.

Some will say that there is hardly any
danger of a “soft” treatment when it
comes to judging the German and Jap-
anese war criminals. But this new book
by Sheldon Glueck, Professor of Crim-
inal Law and Criminology at Harvard
University, should open everyone’s eyes
to the very real dangers that exist.*

Helen West Heller

The title of this book might easily have
been: In Defense of the Punishment of
the War Criminals. Professor Glueck
carefully examines not only the experi-
ences of the past—as, for example, the
fantastic leniency toward German war
criminals after World War I—but also
every political and juridical attempt that
will be made after this war to turn the
punishment of the German and Japa-
nese war criminals into a tragic flouting
of law and the peoples’ sense of justice.
He writes: “It is still not certain that
most Axis malefactors will suffer pun-
ishment for their misdeeds. True, there
have been numerous solemn pronounce-
ments by leaders of the United Nations
that retribution stalks close upon the
heels of the Nazis and Japanese war
criminals. But similar official pronounce-
ments were made during the first
World War; and thus far only Russia
has acted as well as spoken. 4 tangle of
misguided public opinions and outworn
but still sacrosanct legal techmicalities
could easily bedevil the plan to punish
those leading Axis war criminals who
survive. . . . Unfortunately the pro-
gram for coping with war criminals
(particularly the German) has to be
developed in an atmosphere of sull di-
vided American and public opinions,”
(Emphasis mine—H.B.)

PROFESSOR GLUECK passes in review

the arguments of those who are op-
posed to punishing the war criminals.
First of all, there are the “perpetual
skeptics” who do not believe that crimes
were committed because “human beings
simply don’t do such things,” and who
dismiss all reports of atrocities as “propa-
ganda.” Then there are those who admit
that terrible crimes were committed but
who advocate sweeping forgiveness,
branding those who call for revenge as
blood-thirsty and un-Christian sadists.
Finally, there are those who wish to
leave the Nazis and fascists unpunished,
thus supposedly obligating them to be-
have decently in the future. Glueck cor-

* WAR CRIMINALS: THEIR PROSECUTION AND
PUNISHMENT, by Sheldon Glueck. Knopf. $3.
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rectly analyzes this point of view as
nothing but a continuation of the old
appeasement policy. He is also aware of
the possibility that certain influential
bankers and businessmen of the United
Nations who have interests in the Ger-

man cartels and friendly relations with®

the top German industrialists will do
everything they can to save their col-
leagues’ necks. An old proverb has it:
“One «crow doesn’t pluck out the eyes
of fellow crows.”

Professor Glueck refutes those who
declare all Germans and Japanese equal-
ly guilty, and who advocate the execu-
tion without trial of the top criminals,
to make it impossible for them to use
court trials as propaganda sounding-
boards. He characterizes mass executions
without trial as a contradiction of civil-
ized concepts of law, and fears that
many who fought against Nazism and
Japanese militarism would be the inno-
cent victims of such executions.

It is wonderful to watch Professor
Glueck come to grips with the ideas of
the old-school international lawyers of
America and England who have been
wracking their brains to discover all the
allegedly legal difficulties that stand in
the way of trying and punishing the war
criminals. This school, motivated by
simon-pure legal logic, finds it almost
impossible to accuse and condemn the
heads of the Axis nations or those who,
at the command of their superior of-
ficers, have committed crimes (cf. the

old Roman law: commission of crime.

under duress). They find it simply im-
possible to overcome a thousand and
one other legal technicalities.

But in a few pages Professor Glueck
develops a masterly modern theory of
law, proceeding from the famous phrase
of Justice Holmes: “A page of history
is worth a volume of logic.” Glueck
writes: “The administration of justice is
not some amiable little game of chess
to be played forever according to the
old rules though the heavens fall; it is
rather a means to a socially and moral-
ly desirable end, and it must constantly
be modified to achieve that end. In our
day and age, one major aim of the ad-
ministration of justice in international
affairs is to demonstrate beyond doubt
that lewlessness, whether indulged n
by heads of states, members of military
general  staffs, members of political
cliques, or persons of lesser status, en-
tails  prosecution and  punishment.”’
(Emphasis mine: H.B.)

Armed with this modern theory of
jurisprudence, Professor Glueck studi-
ously picks to pieces all the legal techni-

calities and juridical sophistries that:
block the punishing of the war criminals..
And in this way he traces the general
lines along which an international crim-
inal court could be set up. He warns.
against deferring the establishment of
such an international court until after
the creation of an international criminal
code and legal procedures. The basis for
such an international tribunal can be
found, as Professor Glueck shows, in.
the many sources of conventional and
comymon law, in the fundamental doc-
trines and standards of criminal law
contained in the penal codes of all
civilized peoples.

The problem of setting up such an
international court for punishing the
war criminals is a vital one. The United
Nations have agreed that war criminals
are to be brought to trial at the scene
of their crimes. But there are tens of
thousands of German and Japanese war
criminals who have committed their
crimes against the United Nations in:
Germany and Japan, and not only those
who have tortured and murdered war
prisoners and slave-laborers on German
and Japanese soil. In this group are
those who bear the fundamental respon-
sibility for the execution of all these
crimes—the hierarchy of Hitler, Himm-
ler, Goering, and Goebbels, of Hirohito,
Tojo, and Koiso, and the tens of thou-
sands of administrators, political bosses,
industrialists, militarists, and ideologists
of German-and Japanese fascism. Many
of these—indeed, most of them—will
not be captured until Germany and
Japan are occupied. Who is going to
bring them to trial? They have com-
mitted crimes against all the peoples.
Would it not be fitting to have them
tried before the juridical representatives
of all the peoples in an international
court of law?! Thus runs Professor
Glueck’s extremely cogent argument.

To be sure, those who fear that such
an international court would bog down
in a maze of legalistic technicalities, the
net result of which would be to let the
war criminals go scot-free for the rest
of their lives, will oppose its creation.
They will find themselves preferring
indiscriminate executions to the orderly
processes of law. They will prefer to
see the innocent condemned if, by so
doing, they are sure that the guilty also
receive their deserts.

Such a situation would of course be
tragic. It would be proof that the United
Nations are incapable of uniting in the
prosecution of mass murderers and slay-
ers of children. Justice and law will be-
come objects of contempt and cynical
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sscorn all over the world. Professors of
law, judges, and lawyers will find them-
selves members of the most despised pro-
fession in the postwar world. Jurispru-
dence will be defined as the science that
succeeds in prosecuting Al Capone for
non-payment of income taxes instead of
for gangsterism and murder.

War Criminals is the work of a bril-
liant modern jurist who has laid the
legal foundations for the punishment of
war criminals and demolished with un-
-erring juridical insight everything that
is decrepit and outworn in the law. It is
-also a demonstration that on the basis of
existing law, written and unwritten,
Juridical cooperation between all peoples
s possible in duly punishing the war
«criminals before an international court.
Professor Glueck’s work is an auspicious
event in American and international
Jurisprudence. It should beé widely read.

Biographer to the Gl
BRAVE MEN, by Ernie Pyle. Henry Holt. $3.

THERE can be no substitute, as Ernie

Pyle recognizes, for actual battle
experience. The effects of prolonged
front-line action cannot be transmitted
second-hand. Yet impossibilities of this
sort have never been known to discour-
age writers, and it is probable that no
writer has ever come closer to success
than Ernie Pyle.

Brave Men is a deeply moving book,
extraordinarily alive and vivid. Pyle’s
picture of the ‘mounting exhaustion of
combat, his description of an infantry
night-march through mud and rain and
total darkness, his brilliant little vig-
nettes, literally hundreds of them, of
the men and their reactions in all man-
ner of different circumstances, engaged
in the countless tasks of modern war-
fare—these scenes are painted with great
accuracy and understanding.

It is Ernie Pyle’s ambition to be the
trusted friend and faithful biographer
of GI Joe. He admires and he gets
along well with men of all ranks, up
to and including Generals, but he is ob-
viously most completely at home with
common soldiers. The fact that he is
so readily accepted by them on a basis
of equality is clearly a matter of great
pride to him. And not a matter of
much surprise to the reader of his book.
For Pyle himself possesses many quali-
ties which are more or less typical of
the American soldier.

Throughout his book he shows, in the

first place, a deep interest in and affec~

tion for his fellow human being, (“P’ve
found,” he observes, “that Americans
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like practically anybody who is even
half-way friendly.”) He is altogether
without pretension, and dislikes and dis-
trusts it in" others. (“We liked him,”
he writes of General Eddy of the
Ninth Division, “because he was abso-
lutely honest with us, because he was
sort of old shoe and egsy to talk with.”)
He has a sense of humor which is
rich and unsophisticated. He is very
fond of puns. He is very often afraid
and very much afraid, and he says so.
And he has the resolution and courage
that enables him to return again and
again, without the compulsion of mili-
tary discipline felt by the soldiers, to
positions of great danger. He is modest,
patient, and sentimental to a degree.

He shares, too, his readers may sus-
pect, in the general GI and American
naivete regarding the issues of the war.
When he followed the troops into Sicily,
he was surprised and puzzled by the
friendliness of the Sicilians. “The
whole thing seemed kind of ridiculous,
when I sat down and thought about it.
These people were our enemies. They
declared war on us. We went clear
over there and fought them and when
we had won they looked upon us as
their friends.” It does not seem to have
occurred to him that Mussolini led an
enslaved and reluctant people into war.

As for the Germans—well, the war
has to be won, the Germans are the
enemy and must be fought with effi-
ciency and determination.  Perhaps,
even, they should be hated, though
there is not much evidence Pyle felt this.
There is no suspicion of Nazi barbarity,
and war is still enough of a game, even
though grim and deadly and filled with
suffering, so that the major indignation
is over hedgerow sniping, which is,
somehow, against the rules.

Yet, though such a book as this could
not possibly have come from the Red
Army or the Fighting French or Yugo-
slavia (and though we are all fighting
one war), that doesn’t keep Brave Men
from being a warm, vivid, and truthful
book. . Ernie Pyle “just sort of tried to
write what the war is like, and didn’t
even especially look for hero stories,
since there were so many guys who were
heroes without there being any stories
to it.” He' has done just that, and done
it magnificently, producing a work of,
by, and for the American people, which
we can all learn from and be proud of.
For from it the American GI rises full-
bodied and alive, homesick and humor-
ous, weary and resolute, making his way
through the exhaustion and horror of
war with that courage, common sense,
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and warm comradeship which is the
promise of our country’s future.

Davip McK. WHITE.

Postwar Planning

THE ECONOMICS OF DEMOBILIZATION, by E.
Jay Howenstine. Public A4 [fairs Press. Cloth

$3.75; paper $3.25.

PROGRESSIVB economists are writing a

lot these days. There is an earnest
eagerness to prove that our postwar
economy can supply full employment and
higher living standards if only we un-
dertake intelligent planning and social
regulation of our economy. In this valu-
able book Mr. Howenstine reviews the
effects of lack of planning for reconver-
sion in 1918, and outlines what must
be done now to avoid the chaos and con-
fusion of those dismal days.

Two-thirds of the book is devoted to
an analysis of the economic skeleton of
the 1918-21 depression. That was a
time of complete reliance on “natural
economic forces,” the prevailing doc-
trine holding that our economic system
is governed by some delicate cosmic laws
which none dare tamper with—except
the wise owners of “free enterprise.”

Most of us remember the bitter fruit
of that hopeless postwar depression: the
high cost of living, the open shop drive,
the Palmer Red raids, the endless strikes,
the declining wages and mounting un-
employment, all enveloped in a fog of
ominous uncertainty. There are many
valuable lessons to be drawn from a
study of that period.

One of the author’s best chapters is

e “Mythology of Natural Forces,” in
which he relentlessly dissects the hither-
to sacred and inviolable laws of private
enterprise economy. The free market,
free competition, and the automatic self-
adjustment of the economic system are
exposed as old terms that are no longer
valid in an age of industrial combina-
tions, trusts, holding companies and
monopoly price controls. He implies that
the old law of supply and demand simply
does not work. .

He proposes an expanding economy
in which there shall be full utilization of
our growing productive capacity. This
requires social regulations of the eco-
nomic enterprise directed towards a
steadily rising home market and consum-
er buying power, together with increased
foreign trade, as minimum prerequisites
for full employment. In his outline the
trade unions are assigned an essential
role in the indispensable cooperation be-
tween government, industry, labor, and

agriculture. Mr. Howenstine’s faith in
private enterprise is by no means abso-
lute. It is, rather, conditional upon that
system’s ability to serve the people. He
makes his proposals with an earnest
warning that “many writings do not
consider sertously enough the challenge
of unemployment to the permanence of
a capitalistic system.”

The emergence of this progressive
school of economists is a welcome phe-
nomenon. It is a new expression of our
early democratic political philosophy that
places human rights above property
rights. The views of this school deserve
encouragement, as well as friendly criti-
cism. Their chief weakness appears in
their treatment of economics apart from
politics. They would be quite ready to
display a keen interest in the far-reach-
ing possibilities of the Bretton Woods
Conference, but Teheran, which made
Bretton Woods possible, is reserved for
political commentators. By ignoring Te-
heran these economists also ignore the
enormously significant progressive na-
ture of this war.

Mr. Howenstine tends overmuch to
attribute the chaos and confusion of
1918-19 and the depression of 1920-21
to outworn economic theories and the
absence of planning. There was consid-
erable economic planning in Europe at
that time and yet it experienced a deep-
going political and economic crisis far
more devastating than our own depres-
sion. There is reason to-believe that this
time we can avoid postwar chaos and
depression, but primarily because of the
fundamentally different nature of this
war, The last war did not resolve any
of the acute rivalries and contradictions
among the great powers, nor did it free
the small nations or the progressive so-
cial forces from domination by the con-
tending rival powers. And a new source
of instability developed as a result of the
hostile attitude of the great powers to-
ward the new Soviet state. The last
peace treaty was a long-term armistice,
and serious planning for peaceful pro-
duction was impossible.

The Teheran concord is a token and
a promise of a new kind of a world freed
from fascism and its related reactionary
social classes. Teheran and the subse-
quent evolution of its basic premises fore-
cast a political climate favorable to en-
lightened social and economic planning.
Economics must again be conceived of
as “political economy,” indivisibly re-
lated to the emerging progressive social
trends striving for a better world.

Rarpa BowMan.
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"A BELL FOR ADANO"

Reviewed by HARRY TAYLOR

FTER three years of running, most-
A ly in the opposite direction,
Broadway has at last caught up
with the war by hitching a ride on John
Hersey’s novel, 4 Bell For Adano.
Paul Osborn has done an admirable job
of dramatic adaptation, my only cavil
being that his meticulous faithfulness to
the book prevented his avoiding its weak-
nesses and imbuing it with any strength
which it did not already possess. Even
so, it is the best war play we have
had since Decision—and in terms of
writing and production techniques, it is
far superior.

Ungquestionably, the play achieves a
heightened significance in this historic
moment of conflict between the Greek
people and the British government’s
view of what is good for the British.
For when United States Army Major
Victor Joppolo of the AMG takes over
the Sicilian town of Adano directly
upon its capture by our troops, it is pre-
cisely the consideration of what is good
for America and indeed, for the peace
of the world, that compels him to his
course. And this course is diametrically
opposed to Churchill’s. It puts the peo-
ple first and not last; it not only oper-
ates for their physical well-being, it ac-
tually sets them on the path of demo-
cratic action; it does all it can by
precept and persuasion to prove to them
that, as the Major puts it, the practice
of democracy “will make you happier
than you have ever been in your lives.”
And ‘the best part of the play is that by
the time military stupidity recalls the
Major from Adano, the process of
change has gone far enough to make
the people love him instead of fear him,
and to give us the feeling that for the
first time in their lives, they are volun-
tarily united to act upon issues of the
common good. For all the last act bit-
terness of Joppolo being yanked out of
a situation that still needs him, this is
the meaning of the bell that peals out
at the final curtain: that Adano’s eyes
are turned toward freedom and democ-
racy, and that this is good for Adano, for
us, and for the generations of man to
come. Let the bell of Adano ring out!
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The weakness which Osborn carried
over from Hersey is mainly inherent in
the unqualified nature of his attack upon
the brutality of General Marvin’s be-
havidr in smashing the cart which im-
peded his car, shooting the donkey, and
inflicting upon Adano an order tanta-
mount to starvation: the order not to
let any carts into the town. It is this
order which Joppolo countermands,
knowing full well that he is placing his
head on the chopping block. I cannot
but feel that though Joppolo is a thou-
sand times right and should be honored
for common sense and moral courage,
the military aspect, which is made un-
relievedly bad, might have been better
balanced for the sake of truth as well
as a better play. The orders of our Gen-
eral Marvins may on occasion be intem-
perate, even vicious, but the sum of
their orders is winning the war—and
Adano had first to be captured before
Joppolo could come in. This equation
might well have come from Joppolo
himself because he is, essentially, just.
Its denial places the secondary conflict
of the play on the unfortunate level of a
divergence of interest between the
American military command and the
welfare of not only the local people but
of all Americans.

This comment aside, the play speaks
boldly and effectively. It is a measure
of Osborn’s craft that he is able to get

. 50 many incidents of the original story

into the compass of the one set which
the Motley sisters designed: the im-
mense, garish mayor’s office, through
whose shell-shattered windows is seen
the town below. Thus, though we do

not witness the cart incident, we hear it
as it takes place under the balcony of the
office; we do not see the disturbance on
the bread-line as the chief of police tries
to walk in ahead of the waiting women,
but we get its full humor and meaning
in a lively scene when the women are
brought in for Joppolo to punish. The
movies will undoubtedly do better in
the sequence in which the infuriated
populace tries to revenge itself upon the
former mayor, but we get the chance
to see this fascist in all his loathsome
character—and to understand why he is
beyond reform whereas it is possible for
Joppolo to work with others who were
once avowed fascists. The incident of
the three youngsters who drunkenly de-
stroy the art treasures in the home in
which they are billeted is used for a
second act curtain: Joppolo talks to them
on their responsibilities as exemplars of
democracy and emissaries of Ameri-
can goodwill upon whose present be-
havior so much of the peace to come
will depend. This is the only spot in an
otherwise impeccable job of direction by
H. C. Potter which I should like re-
arranged. Had Joppolo’s speech been
followed rather than preceded by Cap-
tain Purvis’ sending his tell-tale order
on the Major to GHQ, the curtain
would have been more dramatic and
would have supplied a sharper lead into
the third act.

Fredric March is the perfect Jop-
polo, playing him in an earnest, com-
mon sense spirit, and with a large
warmth that lights many a scene emo-
tionally. We trust him as our represen-
tative abroad and we try hard along
with him to understand why the bell
which Mussolini toock from Adano must
positively be replaced. We share his rage
at General Marvin’s order on the carts
and at the end, his feeling of despair
when, with recall to Africa in hand, he
accepts the deepest token of the affec-
tion of the townsfolk, his portrait in oil.
But when he is about to leave, and the
new bell rings out, we realize as he does
that he has started something that will
go on even without him. The play owes
a great deal to March’s feeling of the
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Variety Programs Presents . . .

A Concert of Jazz
And Chamber Music

ART HODES, piano
EDDIE BEARFIELD, clarinet
EDDIE DOUGHERTY, drums
MAX KAMINSKY, trumpet

VIVIAN RIVKIN, piano
with string quartet

SAT., JAN. 6, 8:30 'p.m.
Town Hall, 113 West 43 Street

Tickets: $2.40, $1.80, $1.20
On Sale at Town Hall Box Office

Variety Programs, 80 Fifth Ave. GR. 3-3323

FOR A
MERRY XMAS

FIREPLACES GOOD FOOD
XMAS TREE CAROLS

CANDLE LIT

17 Barrow

Dinner Served—5 to 9:30
Sunday Dinner—3 to 9
FULL COURSE DINNER FROM 95¢

17 Barrow Street CH. 2-9184

RS GUATHA

46th STREET | AFTER THEATER FUN
e e e e nh.

- & VODKA AND GOOD FOOD

® SKAZKA ORCHESTRA ® ALYOSHA,

RED ARMY ACCORDIONIST
NO MIN. @ NO COVER @ NO 20% TAX

timely significance and deep sincerity of
his character part.

In fact, the evening is full of beauti-
ful performances. Margo, as the fisher-
man’s daughter, has not much to do and
yet does it so well that she tugs at heart-
strings. Everett Sloane as the Sergeant
MP who works with the Major and
gets to understand his purpose so acutely
that he asks to be transferred with him,
wisely underplays his part. Bruce Mac-
Farlane is Captain Purvis who later
hates himself for reporting Joppolo’s in-
subordination. One of the sturdiest, most
impressive bits is turned in by Alexan-
der Granach as the head fisherman who
must be convinced before he will take
his fleet fishing that the Americans are
not gangsters like the fascists. Leon
Rothier does well as the priest who ex-
plains the role of the Americans to his
people in terms more fascist than demo-
cratic. Gilbert Mack and Tito Vuolo
supply much of the comedy. There are
other performances, too numerous to
mention, which are cleverly worked out
and help give the play its great liveliness
and air of being about very real
people.

As the producer, Leland Hayward is
to be congratulated on his perspicacity in
recognizing a play in Hersey’s novel and
getting Paul Osborn to adapt it. In
consequence of his having been no less
careful of all the other details of presen-
tation, 4 Bell For Adano shapes up as
one of the few genuinely important plays
of the war years.

HERE is not much space left to

comment on Hand in Glove, the
only murder play remaining of the three
which daggered their way to Broadway
on the eve of the season of good will to
all men. The survivor, presented by
Arthur Edison, is based on the novel,
Hughie Roddis, and was contained to
stage by its author, Gerald Savory,
in collaboration with Charles K. Freed-
man. It is a Jack-the-ripper melo and

quite entertaining in its juxtaposition
of the pervert and the humble folk

of a Yorkshire town. I think it would
have gained in suspense and gen-
eral dramatic interest if it had been
worked out more in psychological
terms: the all-too-brief scene in which
the Scotland Yard man plays with the
murderer’s glove while questioning him
is an example of what I mean. As it is,
propelled by the canny direction of
James Whale through two exceedingly
observant sets designed by Samuel Leve,
it is good fare for those who enjoy an
occasional psychotic on the loose. George
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RoKo FRAMES - RoKo GALLERY

WE SOLVE ALL FRAMING PROBLEMS for
large paintings as well as prints, drawings,
watercolors, mirrors. Original designs and fin-
ishes. Prices moderate, quality high. N

Suggestions for Christmas Gifts
Our usual high standard in paintings, water-
colors, drawings, serigraphs, sculpture, ceramics
by leading artists. $3.00 to $100.00.

Holiday Greeting Cards—Original water-colors.
35 and 50 cents. Open evenings until 8 P.M.
and Sunday afternoons.

51 Greenwich Avenue CHelsea 2-7049

FRAMING—44TH ST. BOOK FAIR GALLERY

WE’LL FRAME THAT ORIGINAL or reprodus-
tion to fit the interior you have in mind. Widest
variety of moldings and texture finishes
Lowest prices. 133 West 44th Street.

A.C.A. GALLERY PUBLICATION

PICASSO— Elizabeth McCausland’s eritical ap-
praisal of the artist; 36 pages—10 illustrations;
60¢ post paid. A.C.A. Gallery, 63 East 57th St.,
N. Y. 22.

EXHIBITION

NATIONAL SERIGRAPH SOCIETY. ‘“Prizewin-
ners 1940-1944" on view until Jan, 1; also com-
plete collection American Serigraphs (silk screen
originals). Many collector’s items. Large selec-
tion for Xmas gifts from $2.50 to.$16.00. Gal-
lery open 12:30 to 5:30 daily. 96 Fifth Avepue,
Room 411.

UNIQUE CHRISTMAS GIFTS

SET OF 12 Beautiful Color Reproductions,
Brueghel, Cezanne, Eakins, Renoir and others.
Excellent for framing, size 10”x12”7—$4.95, worth
$10. Irisam Studio, 291 Lincoln Place, Brooklyn,
N. Y. NEvins 8-0965. Mail orders filled.

FINE FURS

SKILLED - FUR CRAFTSMAN with: Showroom
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you up to 30% Reduction on Ready-to-Wear nad
Made-to-Measure FURS. Extremely Low Rates
on Remodeling, Repairing, Cleaning. ARMAND
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5-1888.

MANAGER WANTED

MANAGER WANTED-—For small, adult, pro-
gressive camp. Forty miles from New York.
Long season. Write Box 1867, New Masses.

INSURANCE

PAUL CROSBIE—Insurance of every kind—
whatever your needs—FREQUENT SAVINGS.
80 West 40th St.,, New York 18, N. Y. Tel.
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INSURANCE

LEON BENOFF-—25 Years in Business and ex-
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THE HEALTH REST

Delightful. Warm. Homelike. Progressive vege-
tarian resort. Moderate rates. For information
Spring Valley, N. Y. Phone Nanuet 2316.

GYMNASIUM

WOMEN-—Reduce—Keep fit. Open daily ‘til
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Lloyd plays the psychotic with sufficient
creative imagination to give his every
movement sinister portent. There are
many other skillful performances, the
best of which are those by Isobel Elsom
as the guardian of her idiot nephew, by
Skelton Knaggs as the idiot, by Aubrey
Mather as the Scotland Yard man, and
by St. Clair Bayfield as the fussy old
boarder who does not like the murder-

er’s manners.

A PARAGRAPH regarding the revival
of Marion DeForest’s adaptation

of Louisa May Alcott’s American classic

Little Women on the stage of the New

York City Center until the end of the

year. It is gay, lively, full of small senti-

- ment, and very well performed. As a
story of family loyalties and family love,

it is especially suited to the season and
offers a rewarding time for parents who
wish to take their children to what is
essentially a children’s show. I am told
that the book is still one of the most
popular on library shelves. Certainly
its readers would enjoy seeing Jo

" come alive through Mary Welch, and

Amy through Susana Garnett, and Lau-
rie through John Ruth, and the Pro-
fessor through Herbert Berghofl. The
production was directed by Jesse Royce
Landss.

Films of the Week ‘

c eer MEe In St. Lours” has
been met with such a tumult of
critical approval that to neglect a dis-
cussion of it any longer would be to
commit lese majeste on the body esthe-
tic. It is c0n31derably less than the re-
sounding masterpiece of filmic Ameri-
cana that the general clamor makes it
out to be, but superior to the general
run of Hollywood musicals. This last
is due to the charm engendered by the
calisthenics of Margaret O’Brien "and
the singing of Judy Garland, who is
still the most ingratiating of all film-
land smgers
In its over-all pretentions, St. Lowis
is as gay as a Christmas candy stick,
and just as artificial. It is pleasant to
the senses, but comparable to nothing
that grows out of the earth. It is com-
pounded of the stencilled sentimental-
isms that determine the calf-love adven-
tures of the several daughters and the
dialogue in the Sally Benson New
Yorker pieces from which the film is
made. Hence it achieves a cross between
a sophisticated Little Women in techni-
color and something that could be called
My Family Smith. I do not know how
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MEMORIAL MEETING

EARL BROWDER

MAIN SPEAKER

MADISON SQUARE GARDEN

Monday, January 15, 1945

RADISHEV DANCERS
with ALEX. KARACZUN
AUBREY PANKEY

All Seats Reserved. ADMISSION: 50¢, 75¢, $1.00, $1.50 and $2.00 (incl. tax)

Tickets on sale at WORKERS BOOKSHOP, 50 East 13th Street, New York

Auspices: COMMUNIST POLITICAL ASSOCIATION of New York State '

"A DRAMATIC THUNDERBOLT" i
—Walter Winchell
Herman Shumlin presents
Lillian Hellman's New Play
CORNELIA OTIS DENNIS DUDLEY
SKINNER KING DIGGES

“The Searching Wind”’

FULTON—48th St. W. of B'way. CI. 6-8380
Evgs. 8:40. Matinees Wed. & Sat. 2:40

The Franz Werfel -

Staged by ELIA KAZAN

LOUIS CALHERN
Marianne Stewart

MARTIN BEC

Evenings at 8:30; Matinees Thurs. & Sat. at 2:30

THE THEATRE GUILD Presents = |
(in_association with Jack H. Skirbadl)

Jacobowsky and the Colonel

S. N. Behrman Cemedy

OSCAR KARLWEIS
— Harold Yermityea

THEATRE, 45th Street
West of 8th Avenue

SOVIET MASTERPIECE

"PETER THE FIRST"

Also
'"'THE GOLEM'"'
at Reduced Prices. GR, 5-6975
IRVING PL.

IRVING PLACE ar 1 st

ASCH ALBUMS NEW RELEASES

No. 344—Square Dances with calls
No. 345-—Barl lves Wayfaring Stranger
No. 450—Jazz {Mary Lou Williams)

For, catalogue of 75 USSR Records, write fo

Stinson Trading Co.

27 UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK 3 N. V.

_10th BIG WEEK
Artkino Proudly Presents
WANDA WASILEWSKA'S

“THE RAINBOW™

Based on the

A beautiful poem of human courage.
A burning indictment of Nazi atrocities.

Extra! — Exclusive!

"THE RUSSIAN

57,000 NAZIS IN MOSCOW"™

Cont, from 9 a.m., Late show every Sat

STANLEY

Stalin Prize Novel.

NATIONAL CHOIR™

and

7th Ave. bet. 41-22 St
WI. 79686
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much of the picture touches on Benson
(or Smith) fact, but of the social char-
acteristics of yesterday it contains the
usual thimbleful. This is outside of the
costumes and other horse-and-buggy
externalia that is reproduced with nos-
talgic accuracy. Much of the emotional
nip-up that is supposed to provide the
meat of the film results from Father’s
proposed transfer to New York, a move
that would necessitate the family’s leav-
ing behind all the bounties of life in
happy St. Loo. The girls, most of all,
despair at the idea of quashing all the
budding papier mache romances, and
they rebel with a great show of
anguish.

Little Margaret O’Brien is a valu-
able utility man and plays most positions
on the Smith team with uncanny ability.
She figures in one of the best sequences
I have ever seen, which is due a great
deal to her own contribution, and in
one of the phoniest, which is not her
fault at all. The first occurs during a
Hallowe’en bonfire party. The O’Brien
is not allowed to feed the fire until she
can prove herself worthy. She must
first undergo her trial by ordeal, which
consists in throwing a handful of flour
in the face of the neighborhood’s most
hated inhabitant. The camera trolleys
along with her as she fearfully picks her
way through the dark and menacing
shadows. The street is alive with de-
monaic threat and terror. The scene
creates a genuine Walpurgis Night,
through which moves our little cham-
pion of the earth-world. The music, her
false-face, her horror-wrapped courage
recall the life-in-death heroism with
which the very young meet their first
test of courage. Her voice quavers as
her quarry comes to the door, and when
she hurls the flour at his face, the world
breaks out into sonorous peals of tri-
umph. The dragon has been slain, and
exultant music follows her back to the
bonfire.

Unfortunately the effects of this
beautiful bit are almost cancelled out by
a sequence as unreal as this one is mov-
ing.

I refer to an incident in which the
small fry, in a fit of emotional pique
over the idea of leaving St. Louis, rushes
out of the house in her bare feet to
smash the snow statues in the front yard.
All my relatives possessing children will
rush forward to a man to tell you that
I am no child psychologist. But I have
never yet encountered a child (between
four and nine) who didn’t generate an
enormous curiosity about a new place, a
trip, an unknown adventure. Hence
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this entire heartbreak at leaving seemed
hoked up, all the more since it served as
a kind of climax for the family decision
to stay put.

I believe that the attempt to credit a
child with place-associations that only
an adult can erect, mostly through the
passage of time, is indicative of the
characteristic Hollywood weakness in
its treatment of child actors. The notion
is universal that the more nearly a child
can approximate a grown-up in speech
and manners, the cuter and hence more
popular with audiences he will be. This
accounts for the fact that in most films
children behave like midgets rather than
children—precious, show-case bright,
unreal, performing little animals. The
one real reason the Hallowe’en sequence
is touched with comparative genius is
because little O’Brien is allowed to be-
have like a child.

On the credit side of the film are a
number of excellent songs which will
roam around in your head for days after
you’ve first heard them. Having enum-
erated the faults of the film as I found
them, I can sum up my reaction by say-
ing that if you don’t mind the dyestuff
that comes off with the first rain of real-
ity, you will find it pleasant to watch
and listen to Judy Garland and Mar-
garet O’Brien.

‘CTOGETHER AGAIN” is a slick,

slightly humorous argument for
Kinder Kultur. Woman’s place is in the
marriage bed, and whosoever decrees
that it might be something in addition,
is a stuffed shirt, an enemy of beauty,
and probably a baby-stealer. I am not
making this up, as any Boyer-Dunne
fan can attest merely by visiting the
film. Miss Dunne is mayor of a
small New England town, a fact that
causes all her friends to go around tsk-
tsking and shaking their heads. All that
responsibility for a woman, especially a
pretty woman! When not serious about
her imminent consignment to hell-fire,
sundry other characters are convulsed
with laughter over the idea of a2 woman
mayor.

Charles Boyer, as a romantic artist,
is selected to be the man who will
get her out of her robes of state
and into something more suitable.
Naturally he succeeds, and once more
the ugly possibility of woman straying
from the path between kitchen and bed-
room, or in the case of the better heeled
gals, between bedroom and drawing
room, gets a telling blow in the
noggin.

JosepH FOsTER.
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127 courses in:
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Literature,
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DON'T JUST KEEP IN STEP . ..

HELP SET THE PACE!
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to and After the Holidays
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HOTEL FILLED
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INVITATION TO RELAX
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