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BETWEEN OURSELVES

T’s a rule of the contest that NM em-
ployes and their farhilies aren’t eligible

for the current sub drive, in which the
grand prize is inauguration weekend in
Washington. But there’s no regulation
against any staff member’s picking a
favorite to win, and we’ve found ours.

Late Saturday afternoon, tired and a
little cross, we were about to leave the
office. Damn, we thought, looking out
windows on both sides, it would have to
be this kind of uncertain weather on the
last day of registration.

About then we heard an apologetic
voice with a note of relief in it saying,
“Hello? I’m glad somebody was still here.
Am I bothering you? I won’t be a
‘minute.”

A little white-haired woman looked
through our office door. “Come in,” we
said politely, being the only person around
just then. She came, sat down, obviously
tired, and produced five subscription
blanks carefully filled out, and twenty-
five dollars. “This is for your drive,
dear,” she said. “Now, you understand I
just think the magazine ought to get
around—” We looked up from writing
her receipt. She was older than wed
thought at first—her bright red cardigan
brought out the color of her eyes and
her aliveness had been the first thing we
noticed. “How did you do it so fast?” we
asked. “All those subs.”

“Well,” she answered, “you see I’'m not
a writer, but I think the best way for
people who aren’t is to learn what thex
can from those who are.” And, with pride,
“Pve read the MassEs for over ten years
and learned from it all the time.”

“How do you feel about the chance of
winning a weekend?” we asked.

Came a nice twinkle and a smile.
“Dear,” said our Saturday afternoon
visitor, “DI’ve been to Washington twice
before. Once was during the campaign for
women’s suffrage, and again when we
went to ask Hoover for free school lunches
and milk for underprivileged children.
The last time I wound up in jail over-
night.” She added reflectively, “It wasn’t
a bad jail, no third degree, you under-
stand.”

Her name is Pauline Gitnick; she lives
in our town in the west eighties. We prom-
‘ised not to tell how old she is. “You see,
dear,” she said. “If anybbdy finds out
they’ll all start being careful of my health.
There’s so much to do yet, especially be-
fore election. I do a lot of work for the
ALP, and I dorn’t want them fussing
around about whether Il get sick.” We
can say that she is more than seventy, and

lives on the top floor. Nor is she stopping "
with the subs she brought in—she’s out -

getting more.
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They will talk about the ‘“oldsters,”
will they, these Republicans out campaign-
ing for the Albany pygmy—who, as Sin-
clair Lewis put it in his recent Madison
Square Garden speech, considers himself
the Douglas Fairbanks of politics. Our
personal money, if any of you are in-
terested, to carry the parallel but differ-
entiate between the contests, is on Miss
Gitnick for Washington. And if those of
our readers who are younger than she take
lessons, that is as it should be.

WE KNow why and we do—think
Frank Sinatra is pretty swell. Hear-
ing the Voice over the radio was one
thing, but ‘the other night, even though
we’re well past bobby-sox, we diffidently
asked NM’s film critic if we could share
his pass to the Paramount long enough to
see the American Phenomenon. We got a
disgusted grimace, but since our reviewer
was covering a picture there anyhow, he
said okay. Being né movie critic we will
leave the flicker in question to those in
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charge, but we can definitely state that we
like Sinatra. So do those in charge, as it later
developed. In the first place, here is one (if
not the only) male idol we can remember
who’s unspoiled enough to tell his audi-
ence that he not only had two kids, but
another on the way; to which the Para-
mount yelled (bobby sox, GI uniforms, the
Navy and all) “Good luck Frankie!”

In the second place, Sinatra did his turn,
capably enough, and the encores began to
pile up. He took care of those, and at the
very end did a parody on “Everything
Happens to Me,” in which he left no
doubt about his allegiance to the man
who currently resides in the White House.

The last verse went something like this:

I went down to Waskington, D.C.

The Republicans are mad is they can be;
What 1 had was lunch with Franklin D.,
EVERYTHING Zappens to me.

At that point we growled triumphantly at
our escort: ‘I told you—after all the
speeches he’s made—I knew he’d get the
election in.” The cynic at my side gave
me a look: “He s kind of a nice guy, at
that,” he admitted.
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HE following symposium is in re-
Tsponse to NEw MassEes’ request for

comment on two articles it recent-
ly published about the settlement of
Germany. The first article (‘“What
About Germany?”) by-Hans Berger
appeared in the issue of August 8
and the second (“Keys To A Last-
ing Peace”) by R. Palme Dutt in
the issue of August*22. The following
are brief summaries of Mr. Berger’s and
Mr. Dutt’s pieces.

Mr. Berger postulated that most of
the basic reasons for the rise to power
of Hitlerism were to be found in internal
German developments between 1918
and 1933, but that in addition the rebirth
of German imperialism was hastened by
the fact that the victorious Allies of the
last war favored German reactionary
elements. He also contended that one
of the most important factors determin-
ing the attitude of the victor powers of
1918 toward Germany was their hos-
tility towards the newly created Soviet
Union and their hope of turning defeated
Germany into a gendarme against the
first land of socialism. Moreover, there
were differences in the camp of the
victorious nations which prevénted them
from adopting a united policy towards
Germany. Thus the main problem, as
Mr. Berger sees it, is for the victorious
coalition of this war to remain united
and to avoid any splits in dealing with
Germany. “In other words, the policy
of Teheran must be carried to its logical
conclusions.” Mr. Berger also believes
that the principles of the Atlantic
Charter and the right of self-determi-
nation for all peoples will have to be
applied realistically to a defeated Ger-
many to prevent these principles from
becoming a weapon in the hands of Ger-
man 1mperlallsts. It was also Mr. Berg-
er’s opinion that regardless of the
amount of support the United Nations
find among the Germans themselves, the
Allies must proceed with the disarma-

ment of Germany; trace new boundaries.

with a view to international security;
obtain reparations; destroy the Nazi
state, army, party, and all their organi-
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zations; and-eliminate those responsible
for the Nazi dictatorship. German “im-
penahsm cannot be reformed or reedu-
catéd,” he wrote. “It must be beaten,
exterminated, and prevented from ever
arising again.”

Mr. Dutt, writing from London, saw
the German problem from essentially the
same point of view as Mr. Berger. He
wrote that there can be ‘“no settlement
which leaves the German war machine
intact or capable of restoration. This
carries very definite consequences for the
character of the settlement with Ger-
many, whatever the composition of the
government which may succeed Hitler.”
Mr. Dutt warned against those who
even now show more concern with the

prospective fate of the fascist criminals:

than with the actual fate of the millions
of their victims. Much of the confusion
on the measures which the .United Na-
tions will be required to adopt in regard
to Germany is attributable, in Mr.
Dutt’s opinion, to the hangovers from
Versailles, i.e., the memories of old cam-
paigns of exposure against the Versailles
Treaty, which constitute the familiar
background of earlier appreciation of in-
ternational politics among the present

dominant generation in the labor move-
ment, especially in Britain. The situa-
tion and conditions of the Versailles
Treaty are transferred to the entirely

-different state of affairs of today. Mr.

Dutt then pointed out why the scene
now was radically different from that
which prevailed at the close of the last
war. Among the several measures he
proposes for the settlement of Germany
are: the punishinent of war criminals
and the destruction of fascist institutions
(which he observes cannot simply bé
left to the German people but must be
carried through under United Nations
control); reparations, including labor
reparations; territorial changes to weak-
en the basis of Prussian domination in
Germany and of the domination of Prus-
sia-Germany over Europe. These Mr.
Dutt believes to be the essential founda-
tions for, the completion of the victory
over fascism and are the pre-conditions
for world organization, reconstruction,
and international collaboration.

Next week NEw Masses will pub-
lish the opinions of Louis Nizer and
Lion Feuchtwanger, along with a com-
ment by John Stuart on the symposium
as a whole.—The Editors.

J. ALVAREZ DEL VAYO

Foreign Minister, Republican Spain; Editor,
Political War Section, The “Nation”

I READ Mr. Dutt’s article, “Keys to

dasting Peace,” with great interest,
and I believe with him that the “con-
crete conditions of the fight against fas-
cism” are very different from those
which existed during the period of Ver-
sailles, “when fascism had not yet come
into existence.” During the past years,
I have asserted again and again that the
main task of the peace is to secure the
destruction of fascism all over the world.
Again and again I have declared that if
a single country is allowed to retain
fascism whether in Europe, in Latin
America, or in Asia, the peace of the

world will be sabotaged and finally shat-
tered by the very forces which started
this war. If that is true of all countries,
it is particularly true of Germany, which
became the real battery of fascist aggres-
sion when Hitler took power.’

It is from this point of view that the
entire problem of future policy for Ger-
many must be visualized, and here again
I fully agree with Mr. Palme Dutt that
“there can be no settlement which leaves
the German war machine intact or cap-
able of restoration.” The controversy
between “hard” as opposed to “‘soft”
peace is utterly futile unless those words
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are defined in terms of actual people and
measures, Some may favor a very “hard”

peace for the Nazi leaders and at the
same time a rather “soft” peace for the

Prussian landowners, the coal barons,
the industrial magnates: in one word,
the great financial and business elements
which were responsible for Hitler’s as-
sumption of power and for guaranteeing
that power until they saw that Hitler
was losing the war. But once terms are
defined, every sign of opposition in Ger-
many must be supported, as Mr. Dutt
suggests. And we must always remember
that in the emergence of a popular move-
ment lies the greatest permanent hope
of a Germany capable of living in peace
in a progressive, socialist Europe.

That the destruction of fascism will
become the chief problem of the Allies
after military victory is won is demon-
strated in the all too frequent contradic*
tions which, unfortunately, are still evi-
dent in the policy of the United Nations.
I am, of course, for the greatest possible
unity among the three major nations—
the United States, Soviet Russia, and
Great Britain—and it is mathematically
certain that without the most complete
cooperation among them, peace will be
endangered from the moment hostilities
cease. But unity only as a slogan will

help very little if it is not based upon a:

clear understanding that the survival of
fascism must be prevented.

Take, for instance, the case of Spain.
Never during this war has there been
military  justification for appeasing
Franco. A different policy in regard to

Spain from the one followed by Wash-
ington and London would soon have
secured the full collaboration of the
Spanish people, which was a hundred
times more important to the Allies than
Franco’s good will. Any doubt about that
must be dispelled by the splendid fight
which the Spanish Republicans have been
waging in France and which, as even
General de Gaulle has testified, has con-
tributed so greatly to the liberation of
the country. Certainly, if there was no
justification for the policy of appeasing
Franco during the course of the war
there is none now, when the war has
entered its final phase. That policy "has
become dangerous and absurd. Cer-
tainly, the destruction of fascism will
not be implemented by allowing Franco
Spain and Argentina to become centers
of reorganized Nazi activity after the
war. The Moscow radio was quite right
in denouncing the fact that all kinds of
Nazi Germans have escaped to Spain
and from there will escape to Argentina,
if something is not done about it.

This is not a question simply of the
Spanish people regaining their freedom
and rights, although it is rather difficult
to imagine a democratic victory which
would exclude the first nation in Europe
to take up arms against fascism. This is
a question of peace policy; a question of
exterminating the nest of fascist activity
which the Spanish peninsula has become
under Franco. In one word, one of the
“Keys to Lasting Peace” is to remember
that until fascism is utterly destroyed—
everywhere—peace will be only a dream.

'ALBERT GUERARD

Professor of Comparative Literature, Stanford University;
author of “Europe Free and United” and other works

I AM not one of your devoted readers;

but I am grateful for the opportunity
of expressing my opinions before an un-
familiar public. Many thanks for send-
ing me the two very able articles “What
about Germany?” and “Keys to Last-
ing Peace.” These matters are so com-
plex that no man can be expected to
agree in all respects with anybody, not
even with himself. We are still fighting
the confused battle of 1919. Everyone
has been accused of sabotaging the peace:
Wilson, Clemenceau, Lloyd George
(they already had the Big Three in
those days), Foch, Poincare, Noske,
Lenin, Henry Cabot Lodge, Herbert
Hoover and Harry Elmer Barnes. A
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few believe that Hitler had something
to do with our present trouble.

I want a peace founded neither on the
secret deals of supermen, nor on sheer
force, and least of all on the Nazi con-
ception of nationality; 1 want a peace
based on democratic principles: liberty
and equality; I want to draw a definite
line, so definite that Colonel McCormick
will be found on one side, and Thomas
Mann on the other. I cannot conceive
of a sane world without a Europe re-
stored to sanity; and Europe can never
know peace until the German people are
reintegrated, as President Roosevelt
prophesied, into the European family.

An independent Germany will openly

.

and immediately prepare for revenge.
A subject Germany will work more se-
cretly, but with no less deadly effect.
It is the concept of the nation that must
be purified. The armed nation, acknowl-
edging no law but its own interest, is
a monstrous idol which must be de-
stroyed. Germany as a separate nation
must disappear. But no vacuum can take
its place. It must disappear by merging
with the whole of Europe. The nation
must be transcended into the Union, a
Union which will take its friendly place
by the side of ours, and of the Soviets’.

Walter Lippmann and many others
fear that a European Union including
Germany will simply be Hitler’s New
Order. Nothing of the kind. Within the
Union, the Germans will be barely
twenty percent. Their prestige, for a
while, will not be of the highest. I know
the French well enbugh to be sure that
in a free association of equals, they need
not fear being submerged. European
Union is an ancient, a worthy, and a
practical ideal. What was wrong with
the dreams of Napoleon and Hitler was
not Union per se, but Union imposed by
force, under the domination of a single
Herrenvolk.

Some fear that a European Union
would be directed against Russia. There
is no reason why it should be so, unless
Russia chose to oppose a legitimate and
inevitable trend. In the Europe of to-
morrow, the prestige of Russia will be
deservedly great. Europe will be a de-
mocracy realizing itself freely through a
large degree of socialism. In that liberal
and social democracy, the full coopera-
tion of Communists will be welcome, as’
it was under Blum’s Front Populaire,
as it is in de Gaulle’s Provisional Gov-
ernment, as we should like it to be in
our own country.”

If such a Union is not realized now,
in a free and generous spirit; if Europe
is wilfully divided, in the old Machia-
vellian way, into an Anglo-Saxon
“sphere” and a Russian “orbit,” then
I dare to prophesy that Union will still
be inevitable. The continent will be
forged into one through the resentment
of foreign dictation. But that Union

- born of strife will be harsher, less fra-

ternal, than a Union born of hope. And
its creation will be a humiliation for us,
if we oppose it feebly and accept it
grudg'ingly; worse, if we attempt to
resist it by force.

Both in the spirit, and in fundamental
economic interests, Europe is more real
than “Poland” or “Germany.” Europe
is one; all efforts to keep it artificially
divided can only lead to conflicts.
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ALBERT H. SCHREINER

Member of the. Orgérrizing Committee of the Council for a Democratic Germany.
Author of “Hitler’s Air Power” and other books

MR. Durr writes that reparations

are to “‘be carried out not merely
as a measure of justice and retribution,
but in order to ensure that German re-

. action and the industrialists behind fas-

cism shall not, after military defeat,
continue to profit from their plunder
and carry forward in new fbrms their
economic domination over an impover-
ished Europe.” Of course, reparations
that are not measures of justice and re-
tribution are not reparations at all. Un-
fortunately the harm done to the Euro-
pean peoples and countries by Germany’s
war machine can never be fully resti-
tuted. In my opinion, however, repara-
tions mean above all restitution and jus-
tice. Besides their material “significance
reparations have a paramount psycho-
logical importance in regard to the rela-
tions of peoples in the future. Repara-
tions not limited as a2 measure “to ensure
that German reaction and the indus-
trialists behind ‘fascism shall not . . .
continue to profit from their plunder”
means in its consequences that a status
of colony is foreseen for Germany. That
would give a permanent basis to reac-
tionary forces inside and outside Ger-
many. Why not expropriate the big in-
dustrialists, bankers, and landowners

who introduced fascism and were its .

backers? That, in addition to the politi-
cal and military measures against Ger-
man imperialism, will be the way to
hinder German imperialism’s rebirth. At
the same time that would give the Ger-
man people a chance to pay for the dam-
age and crimes committed both by them-
selves and their ruling class. It seems to
me that Mr. Dutt certainly does not
have in mind that the German people,
especially the working class, shall not be
permitted to adjust their “vision to the
new perspective of positive - achieve-
ment.”

© Mr. Dutt also says: “Equally it is
necessary that whatever territorial
changes are required, not merely to can-
cel Hitler’s annexation, but to weaken

‘the basis of Prussian domination in Ger-

many and of the domination of Prussian-
Germany over Europe, must be carried
through in the vital interests of the se-
curity and self-determination of all the
peoples of Europe who have been over-
run by Germany, and thereby also in
the interests of the democratic and peace-
ful development of the German people
themselves.”

6

If what R. Palme Dutt calls the
“Prussian domination in Germany”
were above all a geographical problem,
it would be sufficient to organize the
future Germany in its pre-Hitler bord-
ers. But the problem is a geographical
one only as long as the ruling class in
Germany retains its economic and
political position. And that is not a spe-
cific Prussian question; even Nazism did
not come from Prussia. And further,
the real danger of “domination of Prus-
sia-Germany over Europe” is evident
even if Germany is dismembered, as
long as their ruling class remains where
it always has been.

Mr. Berger poses as the main prob-
lems which will decide the future of
Germany and a lasting peace: (a) the
carrying out of the policy of Teheran
to its logical ‘conclusion; (b) the ex-
termination of German imperialism and
preventing its rebirth. The agreement of
Teheran is a compromise between the
principal powers of the capitalistic sec-
tor of the world and the socialist sector.
On the duration of cooperation between
these powers depends the dhration of
the future peace. A lasting peace is the
principal aim which is in the interest of
all peoples. All other problems are of
secondary nature and are to be subordi-
nated to this principal aim. From this
point of view we must try to find the

solution to the German question. It

seems probable to me that in order to
secure the dominant compromise of Te-

heran, the solution of the German prob-
lem can also only be a compromist in
every regard. .

Extermination of German imperialism
means above all a fundamental change
in the economic structure of Germany
from capitalism to socialism, because im-
perialism is only a phase of capitalism.
The consequences of such a change in
Germany for other European countries
are evident in view of Germany’s key
economic position, her population, and
her geographical position. I believe that
not all partners of the Teheran agree-
ment would accept a change in Ger-
many’s economic structure in the sense
which would exterminate German im-
perialism forever. Therefore, to avoid
disturbing the dominant aim of the Te-
heran agreement we have to expect that
the solution of the German problem will
be a compromise, a period of transition
from an extreme capitalistic system to
the socialist order. .

This seems to me the necessary cont
clusion to be drawn from Mr. Berger’s
article in'regard to a realistic policy un-
der present circumstances. The basic
economic and political principle by which
Germany will be ruled after the war,
even as to her territorial integrity and
the question of, reparations—depends
upon above all, besides the maturity of
the German people, the degree of co-
operation between the partners of the
Teheran agreement. Accordingly as re-
actionary tendencies become stronger or
weaker in the capitalist sector of the
world, will it be determined whether
Germany will be the area of develop-
ment of a third world war or a tie be-
tween West and East.

LUIGI STURZO

Distinguished Italian anti-fascist; one of the founders of Italy’s
Christian Democratic’ Party

IF WE had to take stock of the general

feeling on the future of Germany
among the United Nations, the conclu-
sion would be that Vansittartism is daily
gaining ground and the reasonable voices
are growing fainter. Nations cannot be
put to death: Germany cannot be wiped
off the map. It is impossible to create a
vacuum in a country of 80,000,000
inhabitants without bringing down the
economic-and political order of the whole
of Europe; nor would America escape.

Germany will have gradually to re-
gain her morale and economic health
and will have to remain one of the
cornerstones of the European. edifice.
Our main concern is how to bring back

Germany to the human and Christian

-sense of our civilization. The disarma-

ment to be imposed on Germany will
have to be total and effective; the in-
dustrial transformation from war to
peace will have to be complete; finally,
educational reform will have to be as
far-reaching as possible, facilitated but
never imposed from abroad, for then it
would bear no fruit but would ripen re-
action; on the contrary, it must be pro-
moted from within in virtue of experi-
ence-and conviction by the civil, social,
and religious groups that will have to
devote themselves to such a task.

This “optimistic” vision of the future
Germany is founded on the principle of

October 24, 1944 NM



trust and on the method of lberty. The
Moscow Conference declared that, in
Italy, democracy must be restored. Mr.
Cordell Hull has stated that the lines
traced for Italy shall be applied to other
nations also. The same will have to be
said of Germany, unless Europe is to be
cast back into chaos.

No one can think of establishing for
Germany a dictatorial, or military, or
capitalistic regithe. A monarchy? A Ho-
henzollern to be sought among the many
descendants of Wilhelm II? It would
be absurd to imagine that Moscow wants
such a neighbor. There remains only
well-constructed democracy that will
not fall into the hands of the Junkers or
the nationalists or the crypto-Nazis or
the makers of guns, tanks, and aircraft.

It is proposed by some to divide Ger-
many into various zones. Mr. Hambro,
the well known Norwegian foreign
minister, has warned the American pub-
lic against such a mistake. There is no
need to divide up Germany in order to
keep her in her place.

Hatred and anger against the Ger-
mans are immense. If we appeal to
Christian sentiments, it is not against the
interest of the future peace, but on the
contrary these -interests themselves call
for the spiritual vision of Christianity. If
there are modern pagans who wish to
hear no more of Christianity in the edu-
cation of a people, these have been pre-
cisely the Nazis, who have drawn the
ultimate consequences of their theories.
- German atrocities call for a justice for
criminals; but not a revenge against the
German people. If we have a revenge
by the vanquisher we will have, sooner
or later, a revenge by vanquished and
so on. The real peace, when it will be
ripe, has one meaning: the reconciliation
of the peoples already enemies with the

“How do you spell Uebermensch?"

establishment of a new order!

As I can see the new order, it will
be at the same timé a moral, political,
and economic order or it will not be
an order: it must be based on real de-
mocracy and friendship of all peoples.
The working classes (the German work-
ing classes, too) will be and must be
the greatest factor of such a peace and
such an order, in domestic as well as
international fields.

WM. J. SCHIEFFELIN

Member of the Committee for a Democratic F oreign Policy

N CONSIDERING the causes and effects
of Teutonic degeneracy and the pos-
~ sible cure and redemption of the German
people, we Americans feel fierce anger
and at the same time, deep humility: we
realize we are not free from the sins
of race prejudice, pride of possessions or
selfish grasping for domination. Yet the
vengeance of God works through hu-
man agencies and we should do our
part, while conscious that the decision
belongs to those nearer to Germany
who have suffered so grievously and
whose future de\pends so vitally upon the
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character, motives, and behavior of the
70,000,000 vigorous people in the cen-
ter of Europe. Their cardinal sins are
pride and hypocrisy, which must be
rooted out: when they learn this truth
they can earn their freedom. This time
the Germans will suffer the penalties
of their atrocities and bitter repentance
will prepare them to walk humbly and
strive for the respect of mankind.

Let us try to discuss this without be-
ing dogmatic or judgmatic, avoiding
self-sufficiency and hoping that good will
may prevail. Both of the articles by

R. Palme Dutt and Hans Berger give a
reasonable diagnosis of the causes of

" Nazi domination, but they do not give

enough weight to the awful effects of
race pride, unrestrained lust, and mur-
derous cruelty: nor do they present ade-
quate means for the redemption of the
German people, which can only come
after repentance Brought about by just
punishment.

After the murderers are executed, the
racketeers imprisoned, and the big busi-
nessmen shorn of their power, should
not the Junker land be taken, to belong
to the people! The working people in
Germany who stupidly yielded to the
anti-Jewish and anti-Bolshevist propa-
ganda will turn against their oppressors’
and eventually establish a people’s gov-
ernment perhaps patterned on the Rus-
sian Soviets. Might it not be a good
thing to have a number of free states?
Would not people in Bavaria rejoice
in being emancipated from Prussian ty-
ranny? There is not much hope for the
Prussian mentality, but the rest of the
Germans have a capacity for cultural
and spiritual achievement which can

(Continued on page 27)



WOLVERINE: HEAD AND TAIL

By VIRGINIA GARDNER

Washington.
T was on the eve of the Republican
I national convention that a rotund lit-
tle man arose in the House and de-
livered an impassioned address on intol-
erance. It was shortly after “Dewey’s
Man Jaeckle”—Edwin F. Jaeckle,
New York State Republican chairman—
refused to endorse Rep. Joseph Mruk
of Buffalo because of his nationality and
religion. “No, Mr. Dewey,” said the
orator, “the American people will never
accept a leadership which so narrowly
construes Americanism as to infer that
Polish ancestry and Catholicism make a
person an undesirable.” The man who
spoke, George G. Sadowski of Michi-
gan, was himself an American of Polish
ancestry, and a Catholic. He is a
Democrat from Michigan’s first district,
which includes some of the most highly
industrialized areas of Detroit, and is
ninety-five percent a labor district.
Sadowski, Louis C. Rabaut, a lawyer
" from the Grosse Pointe Park area, and
John D. Dingelt of Detroit, all Demo-

crats, are the brights spots of the Michi-

gan congressional delegation, which in-
cludes some of the worst examples of
Republican obstructionism—George A.
Dondero, Clare "Hoffman, Roy O.
Woodruff, John B. Bennett, Fred
Bradley, Fred L. Crawford, Bartel J.
Jonkman, Jesse P. Wolcott, Paul W.
Shafer, and Earl Michener. Of the
three, Sadowski is more colorful than
Rabaut and Dijngell. He likes a fight,
which does not mean he’s not a careful
organizer and strategist. ‘
Sure of reelection—in 1942 he car-
ried his district almost four to one,
48,000 votes against 13,000—he is
worried about registration throughout
the state. October 18 was Michigan’s
last day to register. “There are 100,000
new war workers in Dondero’s district,
the same in Wolcott’s,” he said. He
feared the unions were not working
vigorously enough to register them.
The Political Action Department,
United Automobile Workers-CIO, di-
rected by Richard T. Frankensteen,
has issued a mimeographed pamphlet on
Dondero as he reveals himself in the
Congressional Record. It says of him:
“When it comes to labor, Mr. Dondero
is definitely ranged against it and fol-
lows the line of his isolationist brothers
faithfully. He uses Communism as a
smoke-screen behind which to attack
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labor. . . . It is interesting to note the
build-up Mr. Dondero gives Henry
Ford, whom he credits with heroic
stature. The subversive press likes Mr.
Dondero and thinks his words impor-
tant enough to quote. He has written at
least five articles for Father Coughlin’s
Soctal Justice. This publication admires
Mr. Dondero and calls him a ‘capable
gentleman.” ”

It was Sadowski who_ last June ar-
ranged a luncheon in the Speaker’s
dining room for Pres. R. J. Thomas of
the UAW, to which he invited some
250 - Congressmen, “all those ~who

weren’t so awfully reactionary,” Dutch.

treat. Did almost fifty show up? “Oh,
hell,” he said proudly, “150 came.
They kept calling roll calls—I think
Hoffman was responsible for that—and
so the Congressmen would have to keep
filing back to the House, but every time
they came back to the dining room they
brought others with- them. The luncheon
lasted until five o’clock. The roll calls
didn’t hurt but swelled the attendance.”
I Before he came to Congress Sadow-
ski was a lawyer and a real estate
man. He is, moreover, a genuine prod-
uct of his district. His voting record is

- almost perfect, although his constituents

have been critical of his attitude on rent
control. He still has real estate interests
and owns a golf course, where his cus-
tomers are largely shop CIO leagues.
He tells, with his usual frankness,
and rather ruefully, a story about the
one time he really offended his con-
stituents. It was during the UAW’s
big organizing drive several years ago.
The sitdown strikes made him revert
to being a lawyer (he graduated from
the law school at the University of
Detroit in 1924, shortly after his
twenty-first birthday). Because these
unorthodox strikes riled his legal sensi-
bilities he voted wrong, and the next
session of Congress, the 76th, saw Mr.
Sadowski’s cheerful full-moon counte-
nance missing. Replacing him was the
mayor of Hamtramck, Tenerowicz.
This was a sad venture for the UAW,
though. The mayor-turned-Congress-
man proceeded to support the Dies com-
mittee “and became isolationist as the
devil,” according to the articulate Mr.
Sadowski. The 77th session saw the
ruddy Mr. Sadowski in his old place.
The Congressman recounts with an

air of nostalgia how he became the only
Democrat in the Michigan state senate
in sixteen years. He thinks there was
one in the House at the time. Sadowski
had been a Socialist in high school in

Detroit, but in 1928 he became a,

Democrat and came out for Al Smith.
“I ran in 28 for state senator and damn
near made jt then,” he said. “I lost by
210 votes. And I really wasn’t run-
ning very seriously, I got married that
year, and I wasn’t thinking too much
about politics.” I looked up at the por-
traits of his four children, the two girls
in confirmation dresses, on the walls.
“Well, when the Republican state sena-
tor was killed in an auto wreck, I ran
again at a special election in 1931, and
made it. Up to then there 'had been no
Democratic organization in the state. It
was up to me to start it. Roscoe Huston,
now our postmaster, and I joined forces

and began organizing. I became county

chairman on clubs and organizations.
In less than a year, I had seventy-five
clubs in Wayne county, where there
had been not a one before. Then we
formed a congressional organization
based on districts, each district cut up
into fifteen or twenty divisions, with
fifteen precincts in each division. We got
an organization to ring doorbells and get
out literature and it’s still functioning.”

Sadowski is honorary president of the

* Michigan Slav Congress. He cites this as

proof that his attitude on the Soviet
Union can’t be that of John Lesinski
(Mich., D.), a real anti-Sovieteer. He
is certain that his district will vote over-
whelmingly for Roosevelt. In 1940
Wayne county, which includes Detroit,
voted 451,000 for Roosevelt, 275,000
for Willkie; and Roosevelt lost Michi-
gan by 7,000. He cites a poll conducted
by the Detroit News indicating only
thirty-four percent of the voters in De-
troit for Dewey, sixty-six for FDR.

TWICE I stopped in Clare Hoffman’s
office before Congress adjourned

to ask him to discuss what. he thought -

were the issues of the campaign. He is
being opposed by Bernard T. Foley, a
Benton Harbor educator, and former
director of Americanism of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars in Michigan.
The first time he gave me the brushoff
on thg plea he was too busy. The sec-
ond time he asked querulously, “What
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do you want? What are you trying to
get at?” He said he didn’t know what
he was going to campaign about until
he got back home. The PAC was fight-
ing him, but he didn’t know what they
or Foley were saying about him. (PAC
and Foley weren’t fighting hard enough
though.) Early in the summer it ap-
peared there was a good chance to beat
Hoffman, but the PAC was slow in get-
ting into action, and Bernard Foley
didn’t campaign very vigorously. So
Hoffman had nothing to say.

I asked him if by any chance
he had been charged during the
campaign with being an accom-
plice of the twenty-six defen-
dants in the Nazi plot trial.

This seemed to irritate Mr.
Hoffman unreasonably, in view
of all the sympathetic statements
he has made in their behalf. (He
has called the trial a “conspiracy
against Congress.”) He said no
such charge had been made that
he knew of, and that besides, it
was “a political trial.” This is the
line of the defense attorneys, who
now have asked for a mistrial be-
cause President Roosevelt alluded
to the Silver Shirts in one of his
speeches. He alluded to the Nazis,
too,, and that might prejudice the
jurors’ minds, too, I'd think.

‘The last time I saw Hoffman before
I went to work for NEw Masses we
had had a very pleasant time reminis-
cing, the while hé called in his secretary
to pare his nails. In this intimate setting,
while she trimmed away and filled in
dates for him—she has been with him for
years—the homespun Mr. Hoffman and
I recalled the occasion of another meet-
ing some ten years earlier.

This was certainly long before Hoff-
man, with his eyes on that left-hand
column on page one of the Chicago
Tribune, where he so often appears,
had made those frequent speeches in
Congress which appealed also to the
convicted Nazi agent, George Sylvester
Viereck. Viereck “purchased great
quantities of Hoffman’s speeches,” ac-
cording to the magazine Ammunition,
“and, with Hoffman’s congressional
frank, mailed them all over the United
States.” It was long before Hoffman
called for impeachment of President
Roosevelt, or as Walter Winchell re-
vealed last January 16, a “march on
Woashington,” advocating “the use of
the armed forces if necessary” to end
“the horseplay” there.

Hoffman was strictly bush-league
then. Instead of defending accused sedi-
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tionists in speeches, he was defending
the nudist, Fred Ring, in a court in
Allegan, Mich. In spite of Lawyer
Hoffman, the little dancing master and
nudist camp entrepreneur was convicted
by an outraged jury, but Mr. Hoffman
had had a taste of page one publicity in
Chicago newspapers. For a Family
Man (on the walls of his office in Wash-
ington hang pictures of his family group,
including children and grandchildren)
this was pretty heady stuff.

There is 2 UAW local in Allegan,

but Hoffman’s district is predomi-
nantly one of farmers. Apples and grapes
are grown in abundance, and the annual
blossom festivals of Benton Harbor, with
beauty queens and parades and pictures
in the Chicago papers, are a high spot in
the year’s events. The Tribune dom-
inates the region, which it counts as
part of “Chicagoland.” And in the col-
umns of the Tribune Clare Hoffman is
a hero, not a knave. There is no ques-
tion, too, that Hoffman’s homespun ap-
pearance, his unruly gray hair, his slight-
ly nasal country voice, his care in an-
swering correspondence, and in ' pursu-
ing complaints of constituents, are great
vote-getters. He likes to fish and to talk
fishing, and when he goes home he
often advertizes he will be at a certain
place between certain hours, and people
pour in to tell him their troubles.

Nevertheless, according to Voice for
Victory, organ of the Political Action
Committee in the fourth district, nu-
merous Republican leaders are opposing
him. Editor Paul Mixter, of the South
Haven Daily Tribune, a Republican,
demanded in an editorial: “Mr. Hoff-
man, the arch-isolationist, must.go! . . .
better to have a Democrat than a rep-
resentative  of such temperament.”

-

Under the heading “Catholic Hater,”
Voice for Vietory reprints a remark of
Hoffman’s which he later had stricken
from the Congressional Record. Inter-
rupting Representative Rabaut, who was
speaking in defense of the OWI and
the President, Hoffman said, “The gen-
tleman is 'a Roman Catholic; why
doesn’t he quit the Pope and follow
Roosevelt?” ’ .
The paper lists eighteen defense
measures Hoffman voted against, begin-
ning with the Naval Expansion bill of
1938, and including the Naval appro-
priation act for 1940, lend-lease
(1941), ship seizures, arming of mer-
chant ships, creation of Women’s Army
Corps, the Fulbright resolution for post-
war cooperation between nations, recip-
rocal trade agreements and relief and
rehabilitation for liberated countries.
But Hoffman’s record of votes against

the 97,703 farmers in his district (1940 -

figures), is equally interesting. The
Congressional Record reveals he voted
against AAA, appropriations for Rural
Electrification, and farm parity pay-
ments, in 1938; continuing Commodity
Credit Corp., 1939; two motions to
provide funds for aiding farm tenants,
and an appropriation for agricultural ex-
tension work, 1940; added funds for
Soil Conservation, war crop incentive
payments, crop insurance, 1943. His
labor record is well known, but it in-
cludes voting against the Wage-Hour
Law, and voting for the deportation of
Harry Bridges, for the Hobbs so-called
anti-racketeering bill and the Smith-
Connally anti-strike bill. He is a con-
sistent supporter of the Dies committee.

Hoffman’s remarks in the House
form an interesting “parallel to propa-
ganda beamed into this country by the
Nazi radio. Dec. 2, 1943, he said:
“. .. the President of the United States
is campaigning for the presidency of the
United States of the World.” Berlin, on
Dec. 13, 1943, said: “Roosevelt .. .
wants to create a world league of na-
tions, of which he can be the President.”

Hoffman, Oct. 30, 1941, said:
“Think of . . . the men who must die;
think of the human wrecks. . . . Think
of the young men of America who will
be rotting in their graves. . . .” Berlin,
Dec. 19-25, 1941, said: “Young Amer-
ican sailors, marines, and soldiers”
would return “maimed and wounded,
or will be carried in black-draped cof-
fins. . . .” Berlin, Jan. 1-8, 1942: “be
sure to thank Roosevelt. . . . This is
Roosevelt’s private war. . . .” H:)ﬁman,
Jan. 27, 1942: “The commander-in-
chief of course got us into this thing.”
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THE WILLKIE | KNEW

By CAROL KING

Mrs. King was associated with Wendell
Willkie as attorney of record in the
appeal before the Supreme Court of the
case of William Schneiderman, Cali-
fornia Communist leader, whose citizen-
ship had been revoked by the lower
courts because of his political beliefs. The
- Supreme Court in an opinion by Justice
Frank Murphy reversed the action of
the lower courts.

ILLKIE dead. It is unbelievable,
N x / as if the light had suddenly gone
out of the sun. His handshake
was so warm, his laugh so full of fun;
.he had been so very much alive and
loved living. His death was a great per-
sonal loss to me. Even now it is hard
to write of him. But I found in the few
days after the public learned of his
death how personal that loss was not only
to me but to people who had just met
him, or seen him, or even to those who
only knew there was a Willkie, a great
democratic American with a love for
humanity and for the principles in which
he believed.

The first time I saw him was after he
had read the record and brief for cer-
tiorari in the Schneiderman case. He
wanted to discuss whether he would take
over the case now that it was in the
Supreme Court. His gloomy outer office,
with its wooden panels and hexagonal
shape, more like a church than a law
office, had depressed and scared me. His
smile and his handshake put me instantly
at ease.

Later on I learned from him how he
came g0 represent Schneiderman: “I
thought you might be interested in the
facts about my acceptance of the case.
Your original letter came with the brief
attached. I put it on the side of my desk
as one of the things I wanted to read.
It was about a week before I got around
to reading’the brief. I read it on a Satur-
day morning. I re-read it. After that,
I could not with my beliefs have re-
mained satisfied with myself if I refused
to accept the case if two conditions were
true—( 1) that Schneiderman was a de-
cent fellow personally, and (2) that the
record sustained the brief. That was the
reason for my making inquiries about
Schneiderman and asking you to send
me the record.”

After we started to work, I came to
Mr. Willkie’s office with a draft of what
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I thought might become a Supreme
Court brief. Willkie was gentle but firm.
He didn’t want to be a “shirt front.”
The brief had to be completely his, a
part of his very being, his own expres-
sion of the political injustice he had
agreed to combat. But he did not regard
himself as above criticism or suggestion.
“Don’t pull your punches,” he would
say and mean. Willkie didn’t want to
be treated as some superior being to
whom others had to toady. He treated
everyone as an equal, and I had a feel-
ing that was what made the success of
his world flight. I can see him in Mos-
cow telling a ditch digger or Joseph

* Stalin not to pull his punches. And I'm

sure he gave both the feeling not only
of being on equal terms with them but
of being genuinely interested in what
they had to say. An example in point
occurred during the lunch recess in the
Supreme Court. When we went to the
cafeteria, I suggested that Willkie sit
down at the table and I would bring
him lunch. In refusing the offer, he said,
“I guess if everyone’else can handle a
tray, I can.”

Willkie had an informal and not too
neat manner of working. He generally
leaned back in his desk chair with his
feet on the desk. Only at oyr very first
conference had he managed to keep his
feet on the floor. I would probably never
have noticed that his shoes were rarely
shined except for the fact that they were

always in the immediate foreground..

When he was_busy, he would go right
on talking as he ate a ham sandwich and
swallowed coffee out of a container from
the corner drug store. He liked to mark
the things on which he was working
himself. He would say, “I can follow my
own tracks.” He came to the argument
in the Supreme Court with a much
tracked-up record, a sheaf of quotations
and a page of notes scrawled in pencil.
“There wasn’t much on the sheet either.
He obviously talked from the heart and
not from his notes on the piece of paper.

SOME time before the

Schneiderman came east and met his
attorney. This was shortly after Pearl
Harbor, and both were preoccupied and
talked about the war. They liked each
other as human beings. Willkie explairied
intellect” in Schneiderman’s situation
to his client that no boy with a “lively

-

argument

could have been anything but curious
about the world of economics. When
Willkie was at college he had organized
a Socialist Club. He told this to the Su-
preme Court later. Throughout the case,
Willkie maintained the attltude that
what Schneiderman had done was nor-
mal and to be expected, that he was a
better than average citizen because study
and speculation had brought him to the
conclusion that social change was neces-
sary.

Willkie was hardly rested from his
global trip when he argued the Schnei-
derman case. Two days before, he
buried himself at the Carlton Hotel in
Woashington with a large slice of his
law library, an assistant from his office,
and his secretary. He knew what he
wanted to say. The process of prepara-
tion was one of working out ways and
means. For example: he asked me,
“Where is Romanoff, Russia?” (Schnei-
derman’s birthplace). None of us knew
the answer, but he must have found it.
The next day he opened the argument
by saying, “Mr. Schneiderman was born
near Stalingrad, in 1905.”

Mr. Willkie handled the Scheiderman
argument as the important political ques-
tion that it was. He ignored technicali-
ties, or left them to his brief. To quote
the New York Herald Tribune the next
morning, “Willkie concluded with an
argument as forceful as any he ever

.made on a campaign platform.” Mem-

bers of the Supreme Court- Bar who
packed the courtroom looked surprised
at such directness, but the marble pillars
did not tremble before the breath of life
to which they were exposed.

He met questions put to him by the
judges with enthusiasm. Mr. Justice
Murphy asked how the Schneiderman
case happened to be started. Willkie re-
plied with a trace of embarrassment, “I
don’t like to go outside the record, but
it was in 1939.” Justice Murphy looked
puzzled. “And Mr. Schneiderman was
born in Russia.” The atmosphere at the
time of the Soviet-German pact was
pictured in those cryptic phrases.

He drew another historical picture—
the picture of Europe in 1848, when
Marx and Engels wrote the Communist
Manifesto. Willkie’s forefathers came to
this country then. Repressions in Europe,
he said, accounted for some of the finest
strains that came here to make the great
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melting pot that is America. He relied
on his wide knowledge of history and
political philosophy. He recognized the
Communist Manifesto as a dignified his-
torical document and the foundation of
the economic interpretation of history.
Thus it ceased to be the collection of
disconnected sentences advocating vio-
lence relied upon by government counsel.

From the second inaugural address of
Lincoln, “the founder of my party, the
Republican Party,” he read: “This coun-
try, with its institutions, belongs to the
people who inhabit it. Whenever they
shall grow weary of the existing gov-
ernment, they can exercise their consti-
tutional right of amending it, or their
revolutionary right to dismember or
overthrow it.”” Next he read these words:
“God forbid we should ever be twenty
years without such a rebellion. . . . The
tree of hberty must be refreshed from
time to time with the blood of patriots
and tyrants.” “That,” he said, “‘is from
Thomas Jefferson, the founder of the
party of many of you gentlemen—the
Democratic Party.” The founders of
the three parties, the Republican Party,
the Democratic Party and the Com-
munist Party, Mr. Willkie concluded,
all advocated violence in the struggle
against oppressive reaction where other
methods were not possible, and “the
mildest of the three by far was Karl
Marx.”

By his simple question, “Am I to be
held responsible for everything Ham Fish
says?” he showed the absurdity of im-
puting to Schneiderman whatever ap-
peared in print under the name of any
Communist. As he sat down, I had the
notion that Mr. Willkie never enjoyed
an argument more and had never argued
a case he thought more important.

After the Schneiderman victory, he
came over to my office to celebrate
—with champagne out of a paper cup.
One of my associates, far to the left of
Willkie politically, remarked after he
had gone, “It seems strange for me to
feel so deep an admiration for the titular
head of the Republican Party.”

I didn’t expect to see Willkie after
that. But I was a representative of his
great public, with whom he always had
time “to have a chat,” as he put it. I
saw Willkie’s disappointment in the re-
sults of the Wisconsin primaries. He had
made the issue clear, internationalism
against isolationism. After that defeat,
he gave up the personal fight for the
Republican nomination, but not the fight
for his principles. Between 1940 and
1944 he had grown from a partisan
politician to a statesman. His views of a
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Why I Became a Communist
By Pablo Picasso

Three weeks ago Pablo Picasso joined the French Commumst Party.
Though it electrified the world of culture it was not surfrisr'ng news.
In Frances struggle for freedom, her Communists have played a
mammoth part in alliance with the resistance movement as a whole.
And an artist with such magnificent eyes as Picasso’s could see for
himself who it was that best defended the cultural values of our time.
Picasso lived in Paris throughout the Nazi occupation. The Germans

tried to win him, but at the risk of his life he defied them. The cable

" below sent specially to NEw Massks tells in Picasso’s own words why

he jomed the Fremch Communist Party.

Paris (by cable)

MY JOINING the Communist Party is a logical step in my life, my

work and gives them their meaning. Through design and color, |
have tried to penetrate deeper into a knowledge of the world and of
men so that this knowledge might free us. In my own way | have always
said what | considered most true, most just and best and, therefore,
most beautiful. But during the oppression and the insurrection | falt
that that was not enough, that | had to fight not only with painting but
with my whole being. Previously, out of a sort of "innocence," | had
not understood this. '

" | have become a Communist because our party strives more than
any other to know and to build the world, to make men clearer thinkers,
more free and more happy. | have become a Communist because the
Communists are the bravest in France, in the Soviet Union, as they are
in my own country, Spain. | have never felt more free, more complete
than since | joined. While | wait for the time when Spain can take me
back again, the French Communist Party is a fatherland for me. In it
| find again all my friends—the great scientists Paul Langevin and
Frederick Joliot-Curie, the great writers Louis Aragon and Paul Eluard,
and so many of the beautiful faces of the insurgents of Paris. | am

again among my brothers.
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Republican platform were published in
the press. “I was not really invited to the
Republican national convention,” he
told me later. “I could, of course, have
.gotten in, but not as a delegate. So I
stayed home.”

After the convention, I wrote to him
commending his articles about the Re-
publican platform, and went on to say:
“Unless you figure on backing up the
little prosecuting attorney completely, I
think there will come a day in the cam-
paign when you should have them re-
printed .in pamphlet form.”

I thought he might resent my char-

acterization of Mr. Dewey. Instead, I
received a letter of thanks, in which he
said: “I appreciate your judgment very
much” and added that his publishers
were interested in reprinting the articles.
He concluded with his usual invitation
to drop in for a chat.

The Dewey campaign was already
under way. Willkie was outraged at who,
was managing it—he outlined the tie-up’
between James S. Kemper, chairman of
the Republican finance committee, and
the McCormick interests. I didn’t ask
why he told me these things, but I as-

(Continued on page 26)
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I GIVE YOU MY WORD

.. by JOSEPH NORTH

L

'WHAT WILL
WILLKIE'S
FOLLOWERS DO?

OME time ago, while in the rich “black soil” belt of
S southern Illinois, I talked with a canny farmer who

said cryptically, when I invited his political views: “I
am a Willkie Republican.” I am thinking of that farmer
today and wondering what that farmer is thinking. “We’re
not afraid of new ideas down here,” he said emphatically,
fulminatirig against those of his older neighbors, the “fogies,”
who cling to the Chicago Tribune. He summed up his views
with the tart “Willkie will make a better Roosevelt than
Roosevelt,” What is he thinking today, with the crops in,
the granaries full, and Willkie dead?"

YEs, Wendell Willkie has returned to the soil of Indiana

and his name is now a memory. The people mourn as
though one of their own had died. But the issues which he
championed are not interred with the man, they march across
the country and nobody knows that better than Governor
Dewey and Herbert Brownell and Herbert Hoover. This
trinity have wiped dry their crocodile tears, hugging the
satisfaction that-they need no longer contend with the thun-
dering presence of the Indianan. But the Hoosier voice

speaks from the grave and they hear it as well as my friend

the farmer. And some three to five million Willkie Repub-
licans, as the estimates have it, are listening. Thinking.

No, they couldn’t travel from the inland states to attend
the rites for their leader, nor had they the power to an-
nounce, as did Herbert Brownell: “Out of respect to a great
party leader, I have ordered all offices of the Republican
National Committee closed during Mr. Willkie’s funeral.”
I can see my friend the farmer scanning that announce-
ment with the same appraising eye that encounters rust on
the wheat. I can hear him comment dryly: “So they honor
him by closing the doors when he’s dead: why—they’d closed
those doors on him when he was alive.” For the Willkie
Republicans are, I believe, a thinking lot. Theirs is a con-
cern over issues: the flaming questions which sear all, re-
gardless of party.

WILLKIE’S honors were nonpartisan; they grew out of

the national concern which the vast majority of our
people felt he represented. One World sold fabulously; its
message of international kinship clicked with America. Its

concern for the submerged millions of the world jibed with -

the will of the people; it outlined the only kind of relation-
ship to avoid World War III. And America knew Willkie
as a big man, a growing man. His mind was not imprisoned
by the mouldy walls of prejudice: his belief that America
could march toward its destiny along the roads of private
enterprise did not blind him to the views of any legitimate
minority. The man who had, as a college boy, fought for
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the right that Karl Marx be taught in the University of
Indiana, did not shrink from association with Communists
as a worthy component of national unity. (Several months
before his death Willkie spent two hours talkmg with Earl
Browder.)

He championed Communist William Schneiderman’s
right to citizenship and he knew the full implications of his
fight, as Carol King tells so movingly elsewhere in this issue.
He could only recoil in scorn at Goebbels’ stock-in-trade.

The New York Herald Tribune, struck with a brief
moment of clarity in its-current season of frenzied partisan--
ship wrote, upon Willkie’s death: “His program was na-
tional, rather than partisan.” Further along in its fulsome
commentary it said, regarding Willkie and Roosevelt: “It
almost seemed at times that the two political opponents were
not so far apart after all.” With these observation$ the edi-

" tors suffered relapse. On succeeding pages of the same issue,

they sang hoarse hosannahs to their candidate Dewey for
expressions which would make the Hoosier writhe in his
grave. Several days later, however, Walter Lippmann, their
columnist, said some things which occasion plenty of food
for thought.

Describing Dewey as a “sincere convert” from his views
in 1940, Lippmann wondered if the Republican standard
bearer would have “the strength of his new convictions,”
deprived of the “valuable” services of Willkie who would
“remind, exhort, and compel the new administration not to
backslide.” Dewey’s “convictions,” Lippmann felt, “have
not been strengthened and tempered by knowledge and ex-
perience.” The man “is not sure of himself,” therefore he
lacks “the feeling that he really knows what to do. . . .”
Mr. Lippmann reveals the deep disquiet of his circles at the
implications of a Dewey victory. Would not those about
Dewey, whom Lippmann charltably sketches as “a know—_
nothing and do-nothing opposition in his own councils”
very llkely to “overbear” him? “For Wendell Willkie was
the conscience of his party, and who will take his place?”

While we may differ with Mr. Lippmann’s estimate of
Dewey’s sincere conversion, we can only agree that the
principles Mr. Willkie espoused would be “overborne.”
They already have been. For we believe that Dewey in his
campaign speeches has cast the irrevocable die: he has identi-
fied himself totally with those who would do the “over-
bearing.” ot

Any wonder Llppmann concludes: “Thus the death of
Willkie will make much more difficult Governor Dewey’s
problem of gaining confidence of the independent vote—
the vote which puts the winning of the war and of the
peace ahead of everything else, which regards an unin-
terrupted and unfaltering conduct of these great affairs
as a matter of life and death.”

BELIEVE Mr. Lippmann has struck upon reality here:

and I am sure my Illinois farmer would agree. I would
only add this: that the interests of the independent vote
merge with the vote for Roosevelt whose record proves un-
contestably that he stands “for the winning of the war and
of the peace ahead of everything else.” Yes, it seems to me
that many who for partisan reasons have backed Dewey’s

candidacy today shrink from the implications of their can-
(Continued on page 22)
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Mr. Thompson, a former staff sergeant
in the US Army, was awarded the Dis-*
tinguished Service Cross for valor in the
Burma fighting. He subsequently was
given a medical discharge. He is now
co-chairman of American Youth for

Democracy.
A military manuals realized that if
a formation marching down a

road in step arrived at a shaky bridge
and crossed it in step, it might collapse
under the impact. To meet this situ-
ation the command “break step” was
originated. While the command has
little practical application it is wonder-
ful to observe the precision and thor-
oughness with which the men in a well-
disciplined formation can get out of step
when the order is given. Only a dis-
ciplined and well organized outfit can
do a good job of “breaking step.”
Whatever good and bad things can be
said about American liberals no one in
his right mind would ever charge them
with being disciplined or well organ-
ized. It is therefore a doubly wondrous
thing for a person who has a little mili-
tary knowledge and is not a liberal to
observe the remarkably pood and thor-
ough job some American liberals do of
“breaking step” with political reality on
various Tssues from time to time. Their
lack of discipline and organization
doesn’t seem to hinder them at all.

The veteran’s field provides a current
example of the proficiency of some lib-
erals at “breaking step with reality.” It
seems, -unfortunately, that a, number
have taken advantage of the “free-
dom” which lack of responsibility
provides in order to adopt a super-
duper “leftist” attitude towards the
American Legion. From this point of
view an article by Lucille Milner in the
September 18 New Republic entitled
“How American Is the Legion?” is
quite interesting; in a sense one could
even call it classical. The article not
only succeeds in presenting an evalu-
ation of the Legion which is out of step
with the facts, it also reveals in a very
“pure” form how the difficult maneuver
of “breaking step with reality”’ is accom-
plished. It is really very simple. Only
two steps are required.

First: The years of this war are rele-
gated to a position of no greater impor-
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LONG time ago some writer of

tance than any of the other twenty-odd
years of Legion existence. This done,
one can substitute a rehash of Legion
activities during the twenties and thirties
for a serious analysis of the Legion’s
role during this war and label it an
evaluation of the Legion of the year

LIBERALS AND THE LEGION

By ROBERT THOMPSON

1944. The essence of this step seems to .

be a mastery of the art of standing still
while life moves forward.

Second: Legion policy is dissected—
i.e., separated into various disconnected
parts. This accomplished, one can then
select those parts of current Legion pol-
icy which substantiate an evaluation of
the Legion made ten or fifteen years
ago and, by laboring those parts, prove
beyond reasonable doubt that “what was
will always be.” (The reactionary press,
of course, with very different subjective
motives, used a similar technique in re-
porting the annual convention of the
Legion in Chicago last month. Deriving
no comfort from the major features of
Legion policy as adopted at this con-
vention it seized on certain secondary
aspects of that policy, in particular the
continued backward attitude of the
Legion toward aliens; and by inflating
this question out of all proportion suc-
ceeded in giving its readers a false and
distorted picture of the convention.)

‘The essence of this second step seéms
to consist of avoiding any attempt to
analyze the over-all character of pres-
ent Legion policy; a steering clear of
the Legion stand on the decisive issues
of the day which determine the char-
acter of that over-all policy; and a blithe
lack of interest in the major question:
“In what direction is the Legion mov-
ing in relation to the basic issues and
forces in American life?”

m
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The truly unfortunate part about
the “holier than thou” attitude of
liberals of Lucille Milner’s persuasion
towards the Legion is that there is little
sound justification for it. In the main
it is 2 hangover of the past, a concoction
of old prejudices that haven’t been un-
learned and new facts that haven’t been
assimilated. The organized labor move-
ment and the organized veterans’ move-
ment, including of necessity the Ameri-
can Legion, are beginning to find the
wide area of basic agreement on the key
issues confronting our country which
exists between them. As fraternal col-
laboration is strengthened and extended
between these two great movements the
policies of each will increasingly respond
to and be influenced by the policies of
the other. Few developments hold
brighter promise for the future than this.
A SOMEWHAT similar area of agree-

ment exists between American lib-
erals and organized veterans’ movements,
including the Legion. If Lucille Milner
and her friends can find that area of
agreement they will certainly contribute
something to the unity and strength .of
the democratic forces in this crucial pe-
riod. Perhaps then they will even become
a positive factor in contributing to the
overcoming of certain inadequacies and
inconsistencies of Legion policy. Per-
haps then they will even find it possible
to learn from various aspects of Legion
policy, for many liberals would be better
democrats were they to rise to the level
of Legion policy on a number of
questions.

For example, an editorial in the same
issue of the New Republic that carried
Lucille Milner’s evaluation of the Le-
gion observes that “Candidate Dewey
has made his first bombing raid over the
administration’s  positions, with the
Philadelphia speech on domestic affairs
and the Louisville speech on foreign af-
fairs.” And here and there in the issue
one comes across a recognition of the
fact that such “bombing raids” on our
government pose a grave threat to the
nation. ,

On September 20 the Legion from
its annual convention issued the follow-
ing ringing declaration to the country:
“We reaffirm our faith in the foreign
policy of our government. . . . The
consummation of the policies and prin-
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ciples declared at the Moscow, Cairo,
and Teheran Conferences should com-
mand the united support of all Ameri-
cans.” It would seem that any liberal
worth his salt should be able here to
find a certain area of agreement with
the Legion.

Another editorial in the same issue of
the New Republic poses the question:
“What is happening to Henry Luce?”
It goes on to deal with the infamous
Bullitt article, the attacks on PAC, etc.,
that are featured on Life’s pages, and
draws the conclusion that Mr. Luce

“seems to be lending himself to just the

" campaign for which Hitler has been
hoping—a campaign to split the Allies
in the hour of victory and thus help the
Nazis to escape retribution.”” The Le-
gion has something to say on the sub-
ject of such a campaign. Its report on
foreign policy includes such statements
as:

“The American Legion insists upon
unconditional surrender by Germany
and Japan. Only by complete and devas-
tating defeat of these militaristic aggres-
sor nations can any peace be worth its
untold cost in blood and treasure.”

“We repeat our declaration of 1942
that ‘no peace, however welcome, how-
ever promising, can long endure unless
it be made secure by the nations which
have won it.””

“Since the people of every nation are
responsible for their rulers, we must not
forget that Hitler was overwhelmingly
voted into power and kept there by the
German people themselves.”

“After subjugation, Germany and
Japan must thereafter be occupied and
controlled in such a manner and to
such an extent as to bring home to the
German and Japanese peoples—and to
the fanatical despotic leaders whom they
have followed with such blind enthusi-
asm—a full realization of the folly and
consequences of their ways.”

There would seem here to be a wide
and basic area of agreement between lib-
~erals. and the Legion. Perhaps on the
matter of a firm rejection of any sort of
“soft peace” for Germany and Japan
some liberals might even be able to learn
from Legion policy.

A RESOLUTION on universal compul-

sory service was adopted at the
Legion’s twenty-sixth annual conven-
tion in CHicago which reads in part:
“Resolved, that the American Legion
request the Congress to immediately en-
act legislation embodying the principle
of universal military training, incorpo-
rating therein: (1) That every qualified
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young male American shall receive the
advantage of twelve months of required
military training, integrated with his
academic education, and at an age least
apt to disrupt his normal educational
and business life; (2) That for a rea-
sonable period after his training he shall
serve in a component as provided for in
the National Defense Act of 1920, and
prescribed by the Naval Department
policy.” It has been announced that one
of the major activities of the Legion
during the coming year will be advocacy
of this legislation. In bringing the need
for the establishment of universal com-
pulsory military service forcibly before
the country in this way the Legion is
performing a notable national service.
If the great goals of our national policy
as formulated at Teheran are to be
achieved this policy must have at its ser-
vice 2 maximum of military strength.
Unfortunately compulsory military
service has to date not received much
support from liberal circles. The influ-
ence of a pacifist outlook towards mili-
tary training still pervades some lib-
eral groups. It is to be hoped that lib-
eral opinion in America will rise to the

Helen Maris
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level of Legion policy on this matter
and that advocacy of legislation for
compulsory military training will be-
come another area of agreement be-
tween liberals and the Legion.

Among its other achievements the
Legion sponsored and was largely re-
sponsible  for securing the passage
through Congress of “The Servicemen’s
Aid Act of 1944 (GI Bill of Rights).
This measure, based on proposals made
by President Roosevelt in various mes-
sages to Congress, is one of the most
constructive war and peace measures
yet enacted by Congress. The labor -
movement, and to their credit, Ameri-
can liberals, fully supported the Legion
in its efforts to secure the bill’s enact-
ment. In the coming months and years
much effort will have to be directed
toward securing the type of administra-
tion for this measure which will most
fully benefit the veterans and the na-
tion. Surely Lucille Milner and her
friends will find it possible to work
closely with the Legion to this end.

The American Legion is, of course,
far from being a “pure” organization.
It has a long way to go on such matters
as full recognition of the role played in
our national life by organized labor;
championing of full equality in the
armed forces and in civilian life for
Negro servicemen; recognition of the
fact that Communists are an indispensa-
ble part of any national unity, and
dropping of alien-baiting. These inade-
quacies in its policy certainly lessen the
constructive role of the Legion. It is
good that liberals should recognize this,
but it is unfortunate when some of them
permit this to blind them to the fact
that the Legion has to its credit many
substantial achievements in the field of
veterans’ welfare and that in its main
features Legion policy renders powerful
support to the forces of national unity..

The great role which the American
Legion will most certainly play in the
future life of our country will be largely
determined by the speed with which
artificial barriers now separating the
Legion from other democratic forces are
broken down, and by the rapidity with
which the 250,000 veterans of this war
who are already members of the Legion,
together with the millions more who
will join them, are integrated into its
ranks and leadership.

It is very much to be hoped that
Lucille Milner and other liberals of like
mind will change their attitude towards
the Legion in such a manner as to bring
that attitude “into step” with the po-
litical realities of the year 1944,
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THE OAKS OF PEACE

HERE are not many international
Tdocuments as rich and as profitable

to read as the one which emerged
from the Dumbarton Oaks conference.
For the technician who studies peace
structures it brings its own special re-
wards. The careful formulations are
not of a rigid blueprint character. They
are designed with the excellent sense
that the future must be orderly but
that it will also be one of transitions to
many unforseeable developments. The
element of change, therefore, dominates
its architecture. But towering above the
mechanism itself is the elementary idea
now beginning to possess the peace-lov-
ing, -democratic world. And that is the
idea of unity of nations in the common
cause of peace. The point seems so simple,
so unnecessary to stress—but there are
grave-markings from the Far East to
the European battlefields attesting to
how hard it has been to reach.

In the midst of battle we are securing
the fruits of victory, paving the way to
continued collaboration with our allies.
Tentative though it is until final ratifica-
tion, the detailed outline of the United
Nations peace organization rests on the

principle that the grand alliance is not

a passing phenomenon dictated by acci-
dent. It rests on the higher plane—some-
thing entirely new despite memories of
the old League of Nations—that the
coalition which will win the war is the
coalition that can guarantee peace. There
are those, of course, like Dorothy Thomp-
son, who are so fascinated by the fly-
specks on the window that they cannot
see through it to the future that is
being shaped. And one of those spots .is
the issue of sovereignty. They dwell upon
it, they talk about it as though it were
some metaphysical mumbo-jumbo with-
out any relation to the war or the peace.
Yet what was achieved at Dumbarton
Oaks was the preservation of sovereignty
—another word for the independence of
‘nations—by pooling many sovereignties
to safeguard each sovereign nation. Wen-
dell Willkie, whose keen perception of
the problems of organizing peace called
down upon him the wrath of the midget
minds in his party, put the issue suc-

cinctly: “I think that the use of our .

so\vereignty to create an effective instru-
ment of peace is the best way of protect-
ing our sovereignty.”

Not only is Dumbarton Oaks the
NM October 24, 1944
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By JOHN STUART

promise of an enduring coalition for
peace, it is in itself a brilliant example
of how forward-looking men can learn
from a backward glance. In almost every
particular that made the League of Na-
tions weak, the new plan is startlingly
different. The changes, of course, mirror
the changed relationships throughout the-
world, and central to those changes is
the fact that the most powerful of the
capitalist states are in close friendship
with the USSR. With that as a point
of anchorage, the whole plan unfolds.
Under it it is no longer possible for
small countries to use the veto power
they had in the League to obstruct
prompt action against aggressors who
had them under their fists. The new plan
is flexible and can’ deal promptly not
only with actual cases of aggresgon but
with threats that may become breaches
of the peace. Responsibility for enforc-
ing order lies within the Security Coun-
cil, whereas in the League it. was every-
body’s business and no one’s responsi-
bility. The League’s powers to enforce
its actions were extremely limited, but
in the United Nations plan member
states are obliged to furnish the Security
Council with forces and facilities to sup-
port the measures it decides to take after
a majority Council vote in which the
permanent members—Great Britain, the
United States, the USSR, France and
China—are in unanimous agreement.
For the rock bottom fact is that if these
five cannot unite to preserve the peace
then no organization can preserve it. .

This lists but a few of the essential
differences between the new peace struc-
ture and that of the League. There are
others—notably the provisions which
make available national airforce contin-
gents for peace -enforcement, establish
a military staff committee and fresh
means of enforcing economic and diplo-
matic sanctions. And among the plan’s
major distinctive merits Is its provision
for a special council “with a view to the
creation of conditions of stability and
well-being which are necessary for
peaceful and friendly relations among
nations.”

To be sure there are gaps in the ten-
tative plan, especially over the issue of
a unanimous vote of the Big Five in the
event of a dispute involving one of them.
This has been blown up in several news-

papers beyond any legitimate proportions

so that.it would seem that nothing was
achieved at Dumbarton Oaks. Yet it
is a relatively simple problem. Either the
principle of unanimity of the major pow-
ers is abandoned when one of them is a
party to a dispute, or the principle is re-
tained at all cost—considering the tragic
consequences of divisions in the League
of Nations. If unanimity is not observed
then the Council is no longer a united
body because a leading power is forced
to act independently of it. This is the
beginning of backstairs politics and of
maneuvers threatening the stability of
the peace. Furthermore, if the largest
objective is to create the process of con-
tinuous agreement among the leaders
of the United Nations—and peace is im-
possible without their continuous agree-
ment—then common sense dictates that
they all participate in deciding every
question that comes before them. Excep-
tion to this rule is the beginning of its
breakdown and the prelude to the
wrangling that leads to the battlefield.

AMERICAN participation in the Dum-

barton Oaks meeting represents an-
other mammoth reversal of American
policy from the damaging isolation of
the Republican twenties. The new
policy is not yet, however, an irrevoc-
able one, strongly fixed and indestruct-
ible. The administration under the Pres-
ident would obviously wish it were so;
the majority of the country would wish
it were so. But for all their battles to
make the world one and the peace se-
cure, there are the termites concen-
trated in-the Republican leadership who
will chew at the peace structure until
they bring it down.  Naturally Mr.
Dewey is supremely cautious in what
he says, for an open attack on interna-
tional collaboration will lose him many
votes. And it was therefore not at all
surprising to find him greeting the Dum-
barton Oaks plans with muffled praise.
It was a sweet little statement, properly
sugar-coated and evasive of the central
issues that must be resolved before the
peace security plan can be a practical
reality for the United States. That ques-

‘tion is: will it be necessary for the Ameri-

can delegates on the Security Council
repeatedly to ask Congress for permis-
sion before they can move to bring
American support to punish actual or
(Continued on page 21)
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SIZING UP THE REGISTRATION

By THE EDITORS

1rH the election less than three
weeks off, a new factor has
thrust its way into the picture:

the unexpectedly large registration in
many parts of the country. It had been
predicted that the “apathy” revealed in
the 1942 election and in the recent state
primaries would be continued in the pres-
idential balloting and this, together with
the virtual disfranchisement of large
numbers of servicemen and war mi-
grants, would mean a sharp decline from
the nearly 50,000,000 who voted in
1940. It must be said that the Republi-
can strategists, acting on the theory that
a small vote would favor Dewey, have
done their best to make this prediction
come true. For, as Thomas L. Stokes
admitted in the pro-Dewey Scripps-
Howard press on October 13, “it is no
secret that Republicans privately have
been hoping for a small vote all over the
country.” And they have not contented
themselves with hoping. They have soft-
pedaled the registration campaign and
in at least one major city, New York,
they engaged in obstructionist tactics
in the polling places in an effort to cut
down the number registered.

The large turnout in important cities
throughout the country is a heartening
demonstration that the American vot-
ers are not indifferent to the issues in-
volved. In city after city registration
this year is higher than in 1940, even
without counting the soldier vote. This
is true of Chicago, Detroit, Indianapolis,
Cleveland (in fact, every important
Ohio city except Cincinnati and Canton
has exceeded the 1940 figyre), San
Francisco, Oakland, Cal., Seattle, Port-

land, Ore., Baltimore, Milwaukee, St. -

Louis County, Mo., Newark, Allegheny
County (which includes Pittsburgh),
and Bridgeport, Conn. In Philadelphia
registration is slightly under the 1940
figure. In New York City the addition
of soldier ballot applications to the num-
ber of civilians registered lifts the figure
substantially above that of 1940.

For these excellent results, testimony
to the vitality of the democratic process,
credit should go to President Roosevelt,
whose powerful appeal for registration
in his October 5 radio speech stirred
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millions of voters, to Chairman Robert
E. Hannegan and his co-workers of the
Democratic National Committee, to
some (not all) of the state and local
organizations of the Democratic Party,
and to various nonpartisan groups—the
CIO Political Action Committee, AFL
unions, the American Labor Party, the
Independent Voters Committee of the
Arts and Sciences for Roosevelt, the
Nonpartisan Association for Franchise
Education, headed by Henry J. Kaiser,
all of whom did yeoman work in bring-
ing the citizens to the registration places.

In estimating the results, however,
a word of caution is in order. It would
be a mistake to assume that automatic-
ally and in all cases a high registration
will redound to the President’s advan-
tage on election day. The Republicans
also worked hard to register their sup-
porters once the campaign got under
way. In New York, for example, the
best showing in civilian registration in
comparison with 1940 was in the
borough of Queens, the only borough
which the Republicans carried four

.years ago. It will take a great deal of

hard work to win on November 7.

DURING the height of the registration
" campaign Governor Dewey made
two speeches, one at Wheeling, W. Va.,
on October 7 in reply to the President’s
October 5 broadcast, and the other the
next day at the Pulaski Day parade in
New York. At Wheeling the Hoover-
Hearst candidate continued the fraudu-
lent Red bogey propaganda which he
had begun at Oklahoma City after
FDR, by his address to the Teamsters
Union, had forced him to abandon his
New Deal pose. What shall be said
of the integrity of a man who aspires
to the highest office of the land and
deliberately spreads false information
concerning the nation’s war effort?
Take Dewey’s statément that ““The fed-
eral goverament now ‘owns or operates
one-fifth of the manufacturing plants of
this country.” There is here concealed
not one lie but at least four. The federal
government does not own or operate
one out of every five industrial plants.
It owns in dollar value about one-fifth

of the manufacturing capacity of the
country. Second, this ownership is al-
most entirely a product of wartime ne-
cessity; private enterprise would not or
could not build the new plants and buy
the facilities required for our greatly ex-
panded war production. Third, the vast
majority of these government owned
plants are operated privately for private
profit. Finally, the administration has
set up machinery and Congress has re-
cently passed legislation for the disposal
of this property to private business as
soon as it is no longér needed for war
purposes.

In this speech Dewey also parroted
the anti-Semitic “clear it with Sidney”
clamor. Other Republican respectables
such as Clare Boothe Luce are also
pitching their campaigns to that gutter
level. It is shocking, however, to find
a pro-Roosevelt newspaper echoing these
scurrilities. Shocking—though not sur-
prising when the newspaper happens to
be the New York Post, unofficial organ
of the little clique  of malcontents and
professional Soviet-baiters heading the
so-called Liberal Party. In an editorial
in its October 12 issue entitled “Clear
Yourself, Sidney,” the Post demands
that Hillman bow to the GOP smear-
bund by repudiating the American La-
bor Party, which has been doing such
splendid work in behalf of FDR’s re-
election, and joining the fanatical Red*
hunters of the Liberal Party. This edi-
torial, which supports the Republican
effort to make Communism an issue in
the election, is worth thousands of dol-
lars to the GOP.

In his Pulaski Day speech the GOP
standard-bearer confirmed Earl Brow-
der’s charge that Dewey’s anti-Com-
munism is not merely an internal ques-
tion, but is directed at the whole struc-
ture of friendship and collaboration with
our principal allies. In this talk Dewey
disclosed his real foreign policy—a reality
which he seeks to cover up in his formal
pronouncements on foreign affairs.
Recklessly seeking to .make partisan capi-
tal out of the delicate Soviet-Polish situ-
ation, irrespective of the damage to our
own country’s interests, the Republican
candidate expressed his support for the
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claims made by Jan Ignace Paderewski
in a speech twenty-five years ago. In
that speech Paderewski, then president
of Poland, praised the Polish army for
having seized sections of the Soviet
Ukraine east of the Curzon:line in a
war of aggression against the new Soviet
republic. Need Dewey say any more to
demonstrate that his election would be
disastrous to the building of stable, peace-
ful, and prosperous international rela-
tionships?

Aid to Italy

TALIAN-AMERICANs could celebrate

this Columbus Day with the full
knowledge that the US was determined
to help Italy in the terrible hardships she
is suffering. At a dinner of the Italian-
American Labor Council, Att’y Gen.
Francis Biddle made it clear that it was
the settled policy of the Roosevelt ad-
ministration to “bring the provisions of
the Atlantic Charter to bear upon Italy’s
problems,” that that policy had been
established over two years ago, and that
it had been reaffirmed at the Quebec
conference four weeks ago. By wire they
heard President Roosevelt himself prom-
ise that when the American Army in
Italy had achieved its military mission
“the Italian people will be free to work
out their own destiny, under a govern-
ment of their own choosing.” Mr.
Roosevelt announced that the mails had
been opened for letters to the liberated
provinces, that arrangements had been
made for individuals to send funds di-
rectly to friends and relatives in Italy,
that shipments of food and clothing had
already been delivered and that every
effort was being made to aid the Italian
people directly and to help them help
themselves. These forthright declara-
tions followed appropriation of $50,-
000,000 to be administered by United
Nations Rehabilitation and Relief Ad-
‘ministration, and arrangements for the
Bonomi government to obtain US dol-
lars for use in foreign exchange and
other direct measures to speed the re-
organizgtion of Italy’s economic life, It
was in recognition of Mr. Roosevelt’s
efforts in behalf of the Italian people
that the Italian-American Labor Coun-
cil gave him their Four Freedoms
Award.

The record of the Roosevelt adminis-
tration from its initial recognition of
Italy as a co-belligerent of the United
Nations after the overthrow of Musso-
lini gives the lie to the belief that the
Republican machines are trying to
spread among Italian-American citizens
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4" A N OFFICIAL German broad-

cast on July 28, 1942," says
Irving Richter, legislative represen-
tative of the UAW-CIO, "accused
Roosevelt of placing in pow-
er 'his own little clique . . . the
Morgenthaus, Frankfurters, Ba-
ruchs'—mentioning only Jewish
names. Shafer, Hoffman, Don-
dero, Springer, Woodruff, Bradley,
all Republican Congressmen,"
Richter observes, allyding to five
Michigan Congressmen and one of
Indiana, Springer, "have used this
exact phrase," including the three
names. . . . Dewey restrains him-
self to the safer "a little group of
rulers who meet together in pri-
ate conferences."

IO A

UL SHAFER of Michigan, one
of the most reactionary of an
extremely reactionary delegation
(saving Dingell, Rabaut, and Sa-
dowski, Democrats), is being op-
posed by Charles Hampton, Demo-
crat of Battle Creek, former teach-
er of history and government in
Michigan high schools.

RO RO

SEEN dining at the National Press
Club in Washington recently
were Walter Reuther, United Auto
Workers - CIO  vice president,
Eddie Levinson, editor of the
UAW paper, James Wechsler,
head of PM's Washington Bureau,
and a pretty good Red-baiter him-
self, and a girl reporter on PM.
Efforts are being made to get Lev-
inson on PM. Pres. R. J. Thomas of
the UAW is said to be decidedly

peeved with Levinson.

1O TR

AN OPA employe departing for
another job was given quite a
send-off recently by fellow mem-
bers of the staff who have survived
the period of the inflationary gap
theory, the reign of Lou Maxon,
and a long series of various types
of ceilings none of which stayed
put very well. At the same time the
grizled OPA veterans .believed
strongly in price control and even
more strongly in the reelection of .
FDR, as was indicated by their
parting gift to the employe. This
was an imitation OPA news release
containing a picture of Dewey and
under it this one line: "The Office
of Price Administration today low-
ered the price of hemp."

i
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~ that the Roosevelt administration is re-

sponsible for the very real sufferings of
their native land. The truth is otherwise.
Recovéry from such deep-going political
disease as Italy has suffered could not
be painless with the best of help. But
the Dewey partisans have offered less
than nothing in this direction and sup-
port a foreign policy whose ‘ultimate
aim is to preserve the very evils which
Ttaly is so earnestly trying to shake off.

Wages in the Balance

HE failure of the War Labor Board

to reach a decision on the modifica-
tion of the pre-war Little Steel formula
is not only an injustice to labor but tends
to make a political football of this issue.
Labor members have denounced the
board for its dereliction of duty and
for timidity unworthy of men charged
with serious war responsibility. They
might have added that these men are
aware that living costs have risen no less
than twenty-five percent since the Little
Steel formula was adopted. There are
signs that the four public members may
yet join the labor members in an indirect
recommendation to the President to
modify the wage formula. However, the
best guarantee of overcoming the timid-
ity of the public board members and
achieving the upward revision of the
Little Steel formula lies in the election
of Roosevelt and Truman together with
a progressive Congress.

The public board members insist they
do not differ in purpose but rather in
method with the labor members. Never-
theless their approval of the board con-
clusion that they are insufficiently in-
formed on the possible effects of modifi-
cation on the price structure illustrates
that they are still influenced by the false
economic theory that rises in wages ine-
vitably result in increased prices. This
harmful theory not only fails to explain
the twenty-five percent rise in living
costs in a situation of stationary basic
wages, but seriously endangers the en-
tire perspective of a full employment
economy after the war.

WLB Chairman William H. Davis
should devote a great deal of his effort
to convincing the public and industry
members of the board that the pressing
need for the belated wage increases con-
stitutes more than simple justice to labor.
It is also a necessary part of an enlight-

ened national policy to raise consumers’

buying power in order to avoid a post-
war depression and pave the way for a
full production, full employment econ-
omy indispensable to our prosperity.
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THE other day NEw Masses got a

letter from Greenbaum, Wolff, &

* Ernst, attorneys of 285 Madison Ave.,
New York. It isn’t often that we get a
letter from this firm, so we read it. Here
it is:

“On behalf of our client, the New
Yorker, we are writing to you concern-
ing your use of the word ‘Profile’ in
the heading of an article entitled ‘Pro-
file of a German Worker’ in the Octo-
ber 2, 1944 issue of your magazine.

“We wish to advise you that the title
‘Profile’ is a registered trade mark
owned by our client. The New Yorker
has the sole and exclusive right to use it
as a heading in copnection with a maga-
zine article, and has so used it continu-
ously since its registration many years
ago. Your use of it is a violation of our
client’s rights.

“We ask that you furnish us with
written assurance that from now on such
use will not be repeated.”

Our first reaction was to exclaim:
“Come on, Greenbaum, Wolff, & Ernst,
take off those whiskers. We know you’re
really James Thurber.” But on reading

- the lengthy list of firm members, we
discovered that one of them was Morris
L. Ernst, and we concluded that he
couldn’t possibly be ' James Thurber,
though he often does bear a striking re-
semblance to Martin Dies. So we turned
the matter over to our own triple-bar-
reled team of lawyers, Neuberger, Sha-
piro, & Rabinowitz, 61 Broadway, who
replied in similar rollicking vein. We
‘quote just one paragraph:

“Do you suggest that readers of the
New Yorker, and particularly the ‘Pro-
file’ feature, could possibly have mistaken
the NEw Masses and ‘Profile of a Ger-
man Worker’ for the New Yorker and
its feature? Or is it your position that
the word ‘Profile’ may not be
employed by any writer, reviewer,
magazine, book, or newspaper, in any
descriptive form, and that only synonyms
may be employed without falling afoul
of your client’s proprietary rights?”

Greenbaum, Wolff, & Ernst came
back with a riposte which can be para-
phrased. in brief as “No” to the first
question, and to the second: “You know
what we mean, and in that case, Yes.”
There was a final sentence which read:
“If the infringement is repeated, it will
be wilful and deliberate, and our client
will seek legal redress.”
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And there the issue, which friends of
the two magazines are already referring
to as the Great Debate, rests. Mean-
while NEwW Massks is consulting its at-
torneys as to the possibility of registering
a word of its own. A strong case has

. been made out for the word “New’ in

our title. We look forward with pleasure
to reading a magazine called the
Yorker.

Principles on Poland

HAT Mr. Churchill and Marshal

Stalin have decided in their Mos-
cow talks, Mr. Churchill and Marshal
Stalin will, in time, let the world know
—subject, of course, to the discretion
dictated by wartime. A communique
may be issued before these lines are in
the reader’s hands, or, if not, events
themselves will reveal the conclusions
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AST week the New York

""Times" carried an open letter

to Gov. Thomas E. Dewey from
over 800 distinguished American
citizens—writers, artists, profes-
sors, ministers, rabbis, lawyers..
Among the 800, are names like
du Pont and Wanamaker, names
like Guerrero, De Jonge, Osato,
Monteux, Putnam, Stavrianos,
Wolfson, and Durant. And one
among them is named Dreyfus.
They write: "It has been well
said, 'By their deeds you shall
know them.' There is a deed cry-
ing to be done in the state of
New York today. A deed of sim-
ple justice, humanity and fair
play. It is in your power and
yours alone to do this act. We ask
you to grant a pardon to Morris
U. Schappes. We ask you to do
this because the continued im-
prisonment of this teacher and
scholar can only be interpreted
E by thoughtful Americans as po-
£ litical persecution. . . ." Have
£ you joined these thoughtful and
£ patriotic Americans in the ap-
£ peal to Governor Dewey to right
1l
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this great infustice?
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reached by both government leaders.
The absence, for obvious reasons, of an
American representauve of equal rank
—and that would mean the President
—does not signify that our government’s
position on the points under discussion
is not being taken into consideration.
The Moscow meeting follows the Que-
bec conference and Mr. Churchill is un-
doubtedly aware, as is our Ambassader
Harriman, who is sitting in on the talks,
what the American attitudes are. Suffice
it to say that whatever decisions are
taken at the current meeting they will
again be reviewed with new ones added
at a later discussion in which the three
chiefs of state will participate.

There is much ground for the British
and Soviet premiers to cover. Some hints
about the subjects on the agenda were
provided by Mr. Churchill in his last
parliamentary address. There is the Po-
lish issue; there is the settlement. to be

made with Bulgaria; there is the need

to iron out the question of voting pro-
cedure among the permanent members
of the United Nations Security Council;
there is need to anticipate new and sud-
den turns in the war; and finally, a
basic unified position towards Germany
must be evolved. And linked to all these
points is the necessity of further coordi-
nating Allied battle programs in Eu-
rope.

The Polish problem is a hard one to
crack. But it is not nearly as hard or
as impossible of solution as it is deliber-
ately made out to be by Polish tories
who would like to keep the issue seething
in order to disrupt Allied relations. One
example of how that is being done is
the memorial submitted to President
Roosevelt by the reactionary heads of
the Polish-American Congress. That
memorial is a document which could
have been written by the notorious Pil-
sudski and the colonels who brought
their country to shame and ruin. It was
adopted last May, has the implicit bless-
ings of candidate Dewey, as evinced in
his Pulaski Day speech, but was with-
held unti] the height of the election cam-
paign in order to blackmail the President.
However, Mr. Roosevelt’s reply*that he
wants to see Poland reconstituted “as
a strong nation, but also a representative
and peace-loving nation” is indicative of
the basic agreement that exists among
Washington, London, and Moscow on
the Polish issue. Both Churchill and
Stalin have used similar words to describe
their positions. The problem then is one
of the means of getting a representative
government. That can be best done by
observing the Polish constitution of
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1921. It cannot be done solely by the
mechanical method of having each Po-
lish party name a delegate to a new cabi-
net. The cabinet will have to be created
on the principle of how much potential
candidates have contributed to the liber-
ation of their country, how well they
have fought for a policy of good neigh-
borliness between Poland and the USSR,
and how strong are their convictions for

a Poland of, by, and for the people.

Three New Communists

HERE is a special note of pleasure

“for us in the news that three bril-
liant figures of European culture—yes,
world culture—have joined the French
Communist Party. To mankind’s treas-
ure of science and art, Pablo Picasso,
Prof. Paul Langevin, and Frederick
Joliot-Curie have added such wealth
that their names will live long wherever
free men breathe. It would be presump-
tuous to tell you about Picasso. He
stands among the giants of painting.
Joliot-Curie is a Nobel prize winner for
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"Have you lost something again, Mr. Lewis?"

his work in radiology. And Langevin is
a distinguished physicist whose research
has helped make life immeasurably
easier. This trio represent the progres-
sive cultural values of our time which
Hitler would have wiped from the face
of the earth and their joining the ranks
of French Communists is a tribute to
that Party’s immense effort in purging
the country of the Nazis.

What these three men have done
in identifying themselves with the
Communists reaches out beyond the
borders of France. It is another instance
of how the forces of life and culture
have found a natural expression in the
Communist parties of the world. (4
statement from Pablo Picasso—page 11
—arrived just in time to make this

issue.—Ed.)

Canada’s Progressives

HE October issue of the National
A fairs Monthly, the official publi-
cation of the National Committee of the
Labor-Progressive Party of Canada,

contains the committee’s excellent state-
ment calling for a democratic coalition
to prevent further victories by tory re-
action. It marks the coming to maturity
of Canada’s only Marxist political party,
which was founded in August 1943,
and it presents us with a welcome op-
portunity to note the significant con-
tribution to the war and to democratic
unity that this party has already been
able to make. The program adopted at
the first convention carried this all-im- -
portant declaration: “Victory over fas-
cism transcends all other tasks of the
working class.” Faithful to that princi-
ple, the LPP has worked for labor unity,
for unity among all those forces pre-
pared to fight fascism, for labor-man-
agement cooperation, for uninterrupted
war production, and for the essential
improvement of conditions of work
and labor representation on all war
boards.

The LPP has consistently and vigor-
ously fought the divisive ihfluence of the
Canadian Commonwealth Federation
leadership which under the demagogic
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cry of “socialism today” has declared
war upon progressive capitalist circles.
The net effect of the CCF leadership’s
strategy has been to throw elections to
reactionaries and fascists, to weaken the
position of the progressive bourgeoisie
under Prime Minister Mackenzie King,
to promote strikes, and to prevent the

unification of Canada’s democratic ele-
ments. Today the LPP calls for a demo-
cratic coalition in the following words:
“The most important job facing the
people of Canada is to defeat the drive
for a government of tory reaction. To
accomplish that, labor and progressive
forces—the trade union movement, the

CCF, the LPP, and other progressive
organizations and forces—need to join
forces in a democratic- coalition with
forward looking Liberals around Mac-
kenzie King to elect an over-all major-
ity of candidates pledged to policies of
national unity and international coopera-
tion.”

URING the week ending on Octo-
D ber 14 the Western Front blazed
with a number of fierce local bat-
tles. These battles, so far, have proved
entirely inconclusive. The Canadians,
for example, fought for the southern
bank of the Schelde estuary where a
German force was being squeezed be-
tween the Canadian main forces press-
ing from the south and a Canadian
bridgehead established amphibiously from
the north. This was a battle for access
to the port of Antwerp. The battle, as
I write, has not been won yet and we
cannot use the port, although it is re-
ported virtually intact. And to the east,
other Canadians fought for the cause-
way leading from Antwerp to the Zuid
Beveland peninsula and Walcheren Is-
land, which hang over the Schelde estu-
ary and from which the enemy blocks
the entrance to Antwerp. This phase of
the battle for the use of Antwerp has
not reached its conclusion either.
Because of that no decisive action can
yet be expected from the British salient
which has been built up around the
“stem” of the Eindhoven-Nijmegen
highway pointing toward Arnhem. At
last reports a German bridgehead on
the southern bank of the Neder Rijn
(Lek) has been wiped out, but British
troops have not been able to cross the
last water barrier covering the northern
flank of the Siegfried Line. The British
are advancing somewhat eastward from
the salient, in the direction of Venray,
but here they are still short of the Maas
(Meuse) and thus have still two water
barriers to cross—the Maas and the
Rhine—before they burst info the valley
of the Ruhr. Some reports had it that
the Germans were moving troops and
armor from the Arnhem sector to bolster
the Aachen sector—robbing Peter to
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pay Paul. If this is true and the move-
ment is taking place on a sizable scale,
then a renewed British push in the Arn-
hem area could be expected even before
the port of Arnhem is put to use.

This British salient, with its base on
the Albert Canal and its point across the
Neder Rijn from Arnhem, still looks like
the premier strategic possibility of the
near future. Some sixty miles to the
south, Aachen has been reported “flat-
tened” by artillery and air power. Its
isolation at this writing is problematical,
for the corridor leading out of it has been
alternately described as “cut,” “virtu-
ally cut,” “all but cut,” etc. In fact,
there seems to be a corridor through
which the Germans may either sneak
out or sneak in, but hardly in force. The
garrison of Aachen has been estimated
at 1,500 men. Later it was said that
1,000 had been captured and 2,000
more were holding out. So there you are
—use the best arithmetic you can. Be
this as it may, there is no doubt that the
whole garrison hardly amounts to a
regiment and, therefore, the newspaper
to-do about Aachen seems to be on a
psychological rather than a purely mili-
tary plane. It was probably decided to
make an example of this first sizable
German .town and give the enemy a
concrete lesson in what is to come.

Further to the south, the battle of
Fort Driant appears to have subsided
without reaching a conclusion. On ‘the
front of the Seventh Army there is fight-
ing for the passes north of Belfort, but
here again nothing decisive has happened.
The same can be said of the fighting for
the still-German-held ports of France,
of which there are quite a few. This is
what is called the “forgotten front.”
The ports are Lorient, La Rochelle,
Royan, and Pointe de Grave at the es-
3

tuary of the Gironde. These ports are

" defended by about 100,000 assorted

Germans. The attackers mostly consist
of members of the FFI with men of
many nationalities joining them in a
rather loose way. However, we have
Calais, Le Havre, Cherbourg, Bordeaux,
Marseilles, and Toulon and this should
be sufficient, providing these ports are
in working order. Antwerp would, of
course, be of paramount importance be-
cause of its proximity to the most deci-
sive sector of the front.

The situation in Italy has changed
little, with modest advances registered
by Allied, troops in the direction of
Bologna. The secondary importance of
the Italian front comes into special re-
lief now that a Soviet dagger has been
thrust between the Alpine “crust” of
the “soft underbelly” and the “under-
belly” itself, reaching toward Budapest
and Vienna.

Allied (mostly British) troops have
landed in the Peloponnesus and have
taken possession of it without encounter-
ing any resistance. Although there!has
been no specific report about their cross-
ing the Corinth Canal, Athens has been
liberated. The German garrison of
Corfu has given up without a shot. The
garrison of Crete—if still there—is
doomed. Clearly the Germans are pull-
ing out of Greece fast and will hardly

be seen again in the south short of the .

Vardar Gap.

IT 1s impossible to foretell—so desperate
is the situation of Field Marshal von
Weichs and his German troops in the
Balkans what the Germans will do now.
The Red Army and Marshal Tito’s
troops- are pressing on Belgrade and by
the time these lines appear the capital
may be completely freed. Soviet troops
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hold several junctions from Subotica in
Voivodina down to Velika Plana, thus
cutting the main escape railroad from
Salonica to Budapest. If the Bulgars
have captured Nish then von Weichs
has no major escape railroads at all and
must choose one of three things: intern-
ment in Turkey, which he can reach
with part of his troops via Macedonia
and Thrace; a stand to the death in
Serbia and Albania; or finally, an at-
tempt to crash through Marshal Tito’s
necessarily “spotty”’ lines via secondary
roads in Bosnia, Croatia, and Slovenia,
into Austria. This would be a desperate
gamble, especially because, should Hun-
gary capitulate, as is likely, within a
week or so, Soviet troops may be in
Austria by the time von Weichs gets
there on his way from Greece.

Thus, because of the very desperation
of the German position in the Balkans
we must, on the strength of previous
experience, expect desperate battles to
be fought in the valleys of the Morava
and Ibar, i.e., in western Serbia. Here
von Weichs will be attacked by Marshal
Tolbukhin from the east, Marshal Tito
from the west, Marshal Malinovsky
from the north, with other Allied troops
perhaps hanging on his heels from the
south.

Meanwhile Soviet tanks and cavalry
are driving hard in the direction of
Budapest and have crossed the Tissa in
force. Other Soviet troops are playing
a grand squeeze on the Germans and
Hungarians in Transylvania and it is
quijte possible that the Russians will ap-
pear at the northern Carpathian passes
from the south, making the storming
of the snowbound passes superfluous. A
Soviet thrust from the Debrecen-Oradea
area north toward Czap and Hust will
bear watching. As things look now only
a quick evacuation of all Transylvania
by the enemy can save him from a huge,
10,000-square-mile trap. When and if
this enemy evacuation is completed, the
Soviet front, from Belgrade to Memel,
will be the shortest since June 22, 1941
(approximately 900 miles).

Officially, the central front, from the
northern passes in the Carpathians to
the Mazurian Lakes in East Prussia, is
rather quiet, and only “local fighting” is
reported in the Soviet communiques.
However, these same communiques re-
port 100 to 150 to 200 German tanks
knocked out in one day, and this is an
indication that these “local battles” are
nevertheless pretty heavy engagements.

There is little doubt that General
Zakharov is battling for the widening of
his Narev River bridgeheads in the area
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of Pultusk-Rozan. This is an operation
preliminary to a general squeeze against
East Prussia. The main blow against this
province will hardly come at Memel,
Tilsit, or in the Mazurian and Avgustov
regions, but from the corridor which
lies between East Prussia and the lower
Vistula.

Meanwhile the Baltic operation has
been almost concluded. Soviet troops cap-
tured Riga on October 13. A few days
before other Soviet troops had crashed
to the Baltic north of Memel (Klaipe-
da), thus cutting off the German Baltic
Army Group in the Liepawa-Ventspils-
Tukkums triangle where a sort of “Cape
Bon” stand by the enemy is to be ex-
pected. However, while the Baltic cam-
paign has been concluded in the main,
an immediate attack on East Prussia
should not be expected just because the
army groups of Marshal Govorov and
Generals Maslennikov and Yeremenko
have been freed by the capture of Riga.
These army groups, which operated on
a wide front generally facing northwest-
ward, will now have to be regrouped to
fit into a much narrower front facing
almost southward. This is a complex
maneuver which will take some time.
Generally speaking the attack on the
Vistula line and on East Prussia will
probably form the essence of the last
Soviet early winter campaign. Such a
compaign would have two months of
1944 to run. A lot can be done in two
months. :

In the Far North the port of Petsamo
has been captured by Soviet troops, and
now prolonged German resistance in
Finland will become hardly possible.

The Oaks of.‘Peace

(Continued from page 15)

potential aggressors? If such reference
to Congress has to be made time and
again, and many Republican Congress-
men are planning to make it necessary,
then American participation in the Coun-
cil becomes a mockery, with the other
participants never knowing where we
stand at crucial moments demanding
quick decisions. Mr. Dewey has not had
a word to say about this issue, although
he has had ample opportunity to make
his position clear.

But more, it was only last week when
Dewey’s foreign affairs brain truster—
and his candidate for the secretaryship

of state if he gets to the White House—

issued the ultimatum that if Mr. Roose-
velt is reelected then the Senate under
Republican auspices would wreck the
peace. That was John Foster Dulles in
a letter to a member of the League of
Women Voters in Connecticut. And
that, as Sen. Claude Pepper described it,
is an attempt on the part of Dulles “to
blackmail the electorate by offering an
open threat that members of his own
party will repeat their performance of
1920 when they destroyed peace, un-
less Mr. Dewey is elected.”

The whole business is becoming too
much for several Republican figures to
stomach. Senator Ball, a Republican
from Minnesota, has already challenged
Dewey to cut the pussyfooting, to stop
exuding easy, safe generalities, and tell
where he stands. Ball is showing consid-
erable courage and his moves reflect the

N troubled feelings of
thousands of Repub-
lican rank and filers
that the little man
from Albany can lead
to nowhere but a dead

end.
There is only
one alternative for

them if the beelzebubs
who rule their party
are not to step on
their necks or risk
them again in an-
other war a few
generations hence—
and that is to forget
party regularity and
support Mr. Roose-
velt as well as those
candidates who will
make Dumbarton
Oaks into a sturdy
rampart of peace.
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Joe Louis Slugs for the USA

The following letter to a friend was sent
in to NEW MASSEs “Readers’ Forum” by Pfc.
Rogosin.—The Editors.

THE other day I saw Joe Louis take an-
another smashing swing at his old enemy,
fascism, and all that it represents. He was giv-
ing a boxing exhibition at one of the Southern
California camps. Just picture the setting:
several thousand white soldiers grouped about
a ring on a parade ground waiting to see
and watch Sergeant Joe Louis, Corporal
George Nicholson, -heavyweight, Corporal
Walker Smith (Ray “Sugar” Robinson),
world’s welterweight title claimant, and Priv-
ate George J. (Jackie) Wilson, former
world’s welterweight champion.

Here was a group of four great Negro
fighters who were going to fight for the en-
tertainment of white troops, yes even many
southern white troops. Here again was the
same kind of Americanism, the same kind of
patriotism that Joe Louis showed when last
year he fought a benefit for the Navy despite
its discrimination policy against Negroes.

As he put it at that time, his country came
first even when it did discriminate against
him and his people. It was his country!

On that parade ground were a number of
men who had just come back from a weary
ten-mile hike, with full pack and rifle on their
backs. There they stood with their helmets
on, tired frem their day’s training, and yet
standing there to pay homage to a great
fighter. Above in the sky flew P-38’s and
Flying Fortresses. It was indeed a unique
setting for a fight by the champion of the
world.

The preliminary bout by Robinson and Wil-
son was one in which they demonstrated that
they were not pulling their punches in an ex-
hibition that didn’t matter to them. They
gave what they had in them. They really
fought, and the crowd roared with delight at
the way Robinson beautifully ducked the
punches of his opponent, and the way the two
of them slugged it out.

As for the Joe Louis exhibition, it was not
up to the standard set by Robinson. But that
was not so important. For by a few simple
remarks at the end of the bout, the champion
of the world had that crowd in his hand. For
he said that under the Special Services Divi-
sion of the Army, the fighters had been fight-
ing every day since August 30 except Saturday
and Sunday, and that “naturally enough you
can’t expect us to knock each other out every
day.” The crowd laughed.
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He praised Robinson for having given such
a fine exhibition, and said that he was very
happy to be there to stage the boxing exhibi-
tion. Then he raised his voice and said
“God bless you!”

There was something about that remark
that I think all those who heard it will re-
member for a long time to come. Here was
a Negro, who had been discriminated against
in his own life, and who had the certain
knowledge that discrimination against his peo-
ple was still being practiced in our country.

He knew about the discrimination policy
of the Army in having separate white and
Negro' regiments. He knew too about the
shameful ways in which' Negro soldiers had
been treated in parts of the South. He knew
that many of those in that very crowd watch-
ing him had anti-Negro prejudices.

And yet he turned to them all, and said,
“God bless you!” For to him, undoubtedly,
they all were fighters for the democratic way
of life, despite their prejudices.

There was the hope that as they continued
to fight for that way of life, they would more
and more lose those prejudices which are a
blot and a shame on our nation. Here was a
lesson for those Negro leaders who believe
that only by refusal to cooperate in the war
against Hitlerism, can the Negro attain the
freedom and equality of opportunity that
truly ought to be his.

A great American and a great Negro spoke
when those few simple words “God bless
you!” were addressed to those thousands of
white soldiers.

" Prc. H. ROGOSIN.
Somewhere in the USA.

How of National Income

To NEw Masses: You do such a swell job,
that I hate to be picking flaws. But in
discussing “Who’s Going to Buy” in your edi-
torial [NEwW Masses, September 12] some-
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body stubbed his toe on the rocky subject of
national income and total national product.
For the sake of your well-earned reputation
for careful accuracy, I venture to ask a
correction.

The writer states that “national income” is
“considerably larger” than “national prod-
uct,” when actually the two estimates bear
exactly the opposite relationship. If you add
to national income the estimates of business
taxes and total depreciation and other business
reserves you have the gross national product.
“National income” is made up of four items:
(1) salaries and wages; (2) net income of
proprietors, including agricultural, other
business, and professionals; (3) interest and
net rents; and (4) corporate profits after
taxes, including both dividends and undis-
tributed profits.

“National product” is arrived at by a road
on which there are three signposts: (1) gov-
ernment production and purchases of goods
and services; (2) private gross capital forma-
tion; and (3) consumers’ purchases of goods
and services. But, as I said before, national
income plus business taxes and total depreci-
ation and other reserves also gives you the
same total for national product.

I can say this with confidence only because
I read and took careful notes on an article
in Dun’s Review (February 1944), by Milton
Gilbert and George Jaszi of the US Bureau
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce.

New York ANNA ROCHESTER.

Willkie's Followers
(Continued from page 12)

didates’s blackguard campaign. Not
only the humble, like my friend
the farmer, but also those for whom
Mr. Lippmann speaks — the mighty
men in the places of power—are
having second thoughts these days. It'is
vastly significant that the New York
Times, which supported Willkie in
1940, supports Roosevelt in 1944. The
editors of the Times, and those they
represent, are unready to abdicate their
sense of national “interest by standing
sheepishly beside Dewey. It is revealing
too that Bartley C. Crum, Willkie’s
former campaign manager in California,
has spoken for Roosevelt—and in the
name of several hundred prominent Re-
publicans of the Coast. Will others of
their status, before November 7, think
straight and have the strength of their
inevitable conclusions—that a Dewey
victory imperils their own well-being
along with that of the nation? That it
spells wir again, and poverty, and na-
tional desolation?

N RETROSPECT, I cannot believe the
Old Guard’s effort to usurp Willkie’s
memory will beguile many. Webster’s
definition for a ghoul still stands and
America can read.
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WHAT OPERA MEANS TO ITALY

By HENRY MYERS

HE social life of our Army in Italy

I was recently described in the Saz-

wrday Evening Post, in an article
which told how our soldiers are going,
hook, line, and sinker, for Italian grand
opera. I had this corroborated by an
"Army flyer, back from bombing Rome,
who told me that the Post spoke truly
and that the art of Verdi and Puccini is
extremely popular with our boys in
Rome, Flerence, and points south. He
attributed this popularity to two things:
first, that they like it; second, that it
often gives Army nurses a reason to
dress up, with all the formality of our
own Met.

The second reason is important be-
cause it accords dignity and respect to
the national art of our Italian allies, but
the first reason is vital, because to ap-
preciate Italian opera is to understand
Italy. Imagine a foreigner who wanted
to understand America but who acted
superior to baseball, Mark Twain, mu-
sical comedy, comic strips, and movies!
He would simply have to get over his
snobbishness toward these, our cultural
expressions; otherwise he would never
really like us and we certainly wouldn’t
like him. Well, it works both ways in
Italy, too.

This particular snobbishness toward
Italian grand opera does exist, especially
among many of our American intellec-
tuals. There is supposed to be some-
thing preposterous about opera, some-
thing unworthy of respectful attention.
True, very few people who despise
opera ever attend it. But I think that
the really potent reason is the fact that
it is fashionable among highbrows to be
contemptuous of this particular ait. I
don’t know what produced the fashion
or what keeps it going, but I suspect
that it is a worship of realism pushed to
an extreme. People do not sing in every-
day life nor do they posture in the
operatic manner; ergo opera, in which
they do both these things, is to be con-
demned. But this is no valid reason: it
is a confusion of the real with the actual.
There is an essence of reality in opera,
albeit the reality of a bygone day, and
if you will drop your critical guard and
let yourself go, that bygone day will get
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you, just as surely as it will when pur-
veyed by Shakespeare or Moliere.

Opera was never meant to be realis-
tic, in the sense that its behavior, garb,
audible expression and the like, should
be familiar. Costume, for example, can’t
be familiar and it shouldn’t be, as even
as great a master as Verdi found out
when he wrote La Traviata. Based on
Camille, which was the very latest thing
in literary realism, Verdi thought it
would be dramatically effective to have
the characters appear in “moderp” cos-
tume—that is, the costume of 1853,
when it was written. The word “flop”
was not known to Italy, but “fiasco”
was and that is what Verdi got for his
mistake. La Traviata was instantly with-
drawn. It was revived a year later, cos-
tumed in the period of Louis XIV—
which may have outraged external
verity but rang truer—and it became a
monumental success and a permanent
part of operatic repertoire. Somewhere
around 1900 the costumes of Verdi’s
own day were restored, but Verdi’s own
day had by then become a historical
period, so nothing jarred and the ninety-
year run goes on.

What is there in the nature of grand
opera that fights against the actual?
Thereby hangs a tale—the tale of mod-
ern Ttaly, in which opera has played a
social and sometimes a revolutionary
role, developing and changing as the
nobility and their subjects struggled for
power. Together with the country of
its birth opera fought its way into the
twentieth century. It remains entrench-
ed in every country, charming us if we
will but listen and revealing the per-
sonality of Italy if we will but observe.

Just about the tail end of the Renais-
sance—around the year 1600—a group
of artistic enthusiasts met at the home
of Count Bardi in Florence. The
ideals of the Renaissance were Greek.'
Michaelangelo and Da Vinci were
studying the sculpture of Praxiteles and
Count Bardi and his friends were study-
ing the plays of Sophocles and Euripides.
Their particular hope was to revive not
only the classic Greek plays but the
classic Greek manner of presentation.
Believing that the Greek drama was de-
claimed and attitudinized—a belief that
accorded with Renaissance Italy’s own
magnificence—they ~ commissioned a
poet named Rinuccini and a composer
named Peri to prepare a musical drama
based on the Greek myth of Apollo and
Daphne. Well, when the collaborators
finished the assignment it is true that
they had by no means revived the drama
of classic Greece, but they had accom-
plished something of great historic and
cultural importance: they had invented
Italian grand opera. “Invented” may
be too strong a word, because there had
been early attempts at dramatic presen-
tations with musical passages, but Rinuc-
cini and Peri gave a prominence to
recitativo—Daphne was exclusively that
—which characterized Italian opera for
many years and started it on its long
path of development.

From the very start, opera was the
exclusive property of the nobility. For
one thing, it was so magnificent and so
expensive that no one else could afford
it, and the very lavishness of a produc-
tion gave its sponsor prestige. We can
imagine one Duke inviting another
Duke to come to Ais opera house to hear
his new opera by his composer and daz-
zling him with the results, very much
as New York’s millionaires vied with
each other in the nineties to see who
could give the grandest grand ball. It
was exorbitant and was meant to be,
with a tradition of super-lavishness that
had been carried over from the old
sacre  rappresentazioms, scenery  for
which had been painted by Raphael.
Also from the start it was naturally these
same noble patrons who determined the
content of operas. The classic stateliness
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of mythical Greece, with its gods and
heroes and general superiority to what
went on here below, continued to be the
artistic ideal. Daphne and Orpheus fig-
ured respectively in hundreds of libretti,
set to such music as might have sounded
in the Elysian fields.

But not even a Medici could stand
such expense and the public had to be
let in at last, as paying customers. With
that concession to ordinary human
beings, concessions had to be made
presently to their taste as well, resulting
in greater tunefulness and less recitative.
There was, of course, much critical
complaint that the purity of art was
being sacrificed and that opera was
better in the good old days. The strug-
gle between the old and the new went
on for centuries, but in the end the
public always won; so that the arias, the
use of recitative as the mere prelude to
a song, and the orchestra that sounded
“like a big guitar” became the passion
of the Italian people and were in fact
their creation. Bellini and Donizetti
have been adversely criticized for their
primitive harmonies and their simple
accompaniments; composers such as
these were, however, well grounded in
musical theory and wrote primitively
not from necessity but by preference.
Had they been scholarly and philosophi-
cal they would not have been Italian:
they would have been German. Beeth-
oven said as much in his appraisal of
Rossini, whom he greatly admired. It
might repay investigation to discover the
reasons that set the Italians to compos-
ing operas and the Germans to compos-
ing symphonies, as their respective mu-
sical ideals.

Whereas in Italy the people ulti-
mately captured opera, when it found
its way to England it continued to
be the exclusive property of the nobil-
ity, and there is an interesting contrast
to its fate in the two countries. In the
days of Handel the most popular type
of operatic star in England was the
artificial male soprano—the castrato.
Here was a triumph of decadence and a
perfected absence of ‘mundane emotion.
“Purity” of tone gas admired in the
castrati, as well as their unhampered
vocal agility and their mastery of that
technique for which they had literally
given their all. Nor was it considered a
sacrifice on their part. It was a career,
paying handsomely when successful, one
embarked upon deliberately by many a
boy soprano whose voice had not yet
changed. (One can, however, imagine
the feelings of a castrato who did not
make the grade.) In Italy, the vigor of
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the people saw opera safely through the
castrato perlod and into a healthy fu-
ture; but in England, opera had no
future, except for a few composers like
Balfe and Wallace who really wrote
comic, not grand, opera. The people did
participate in bpth Germany and France,
with the result that in each of those
countries grand opera had its character-
istic national history. It was Italian
grand opera, however, which came first
and which determined and colored all
the others, and whose language, style,
and traditions have always had priority.

By the time Rossini was operatic king,
about 1815, Italy’s singing conquest of
the world was everywhere acknowl-
edged and it was the Italian opera-goers
who determined opera’s content. There
were still dukes and princes, each with
his opera house, but their individual
tastes were lost in the great flood of
world taste, and besides, by that time
they too probably liked tunes and hearti-
ness. Melodies were such as could be
whistled—and they were, by everyone.
Rossini’s “D: Tant: Palpit?’ from his
opera Tancredi is the greatest song-hit
on record and was popular for forty
years; it was the ultimate test of a prima
donna, as Hamlet was of an actor. New
York heard its first Italian grand opera
in 1825, where it was sponsored by the
new American nobility of wealth. The
Astors and the Beekmans engaged boxes
and the New York Post, the morning
after the opening, spoke of the “elegant-
ly attired females,” recognizing opera’s
subsidiary role to the fashion show.

When Verdi assumed ascendancy in
Italy, national unity was the issue of the
day and Verdi became a symbol of this
aspiration. The letters of his name were
said to represent “Vittorio Emmanuele,
Re d’Italia” Verdi ardently advocated
the unifying of the numerous principali-
ties into a nation and one of his activi-
ties was supplying guns to Garibaldi.
His libretti, which seem inane today,
were of great concern to him and often
had considerable political meaning, par-
ticularly when a Duke could be shown
as a profligate and a rogue. If the cen-
sor cut out such a passage, word of it
would get around and there would be a
riot on opening night. In 4 Masked
Ball the censor forced the character of
Gustave III of Sweden to be changed to
the governor of Boston—such a Boston
as never existed, with court life, silver
shoe buckles and lace knee ruffles. The
attempted assassination of Napoleon III
had just occurred, and the changes
bear witness to a strong republican feel-
ing and a harassed censor. .

The great followers of Verdi—Mas-
cagni, Leoncavallo, and Puccini—owe
their popularity to their being influenced
by the Italian Verdi rather than by the
German Wagner. Melody and emotion
were their national birthright and they
sought no other. Whether opera devel-
oped in Italy under Mussolini, we can
only guess; but in any case it would have
been part of a superimposed culture.

Now there is a new democratic Italy

being born afresh, and it will in-
evitably add new glories to its national
art. Opera is tied to Italian heartstrings.
Italians know its every nuance and de-
tail 4s we know batting averages. There
is an Italian restaurant proprietor named
Perino in Los Angeles who has an am-
bition to be a producer of grand opera
—an ambition which has somehow
haunted many of his préfession and re-
duced them to bankruptcy. A group of
my friends and I stopped in one night .
for dinner and asked Mr. Perino to
hurry it along, as we were going to the
opera. “Which opera?” he asked, and
we told him La Gioconda. “Well,” he
said, consulting his watch, “you are too
late for ‘Voce di Donna, but you can
make ‘Cielo ¢ Mar’ and “The Dance of
the Hours.”” He is no exception. In
Italy, the little boys bring long wine
bottles on which they perch precariously
through the performance, with their
chins gripping the rail at the rear of
the auditorium. There they stay, glued,
learning every note and action and how
it should be done. When some one
sings a wrong note, they scream
“Ladro!” (thief) as we might scream
“Kill the umpire!” No realism, indeed!

If you are really open-minded and
wan't to know what makes an Italian
tick, I recommend Il Trovatore. The
libretto is unutterably silly, a distortion
of a popular novel of 1840 which was
silly in the first place. But if you will
arm yourself only with the most gen-
eral outline of the plot, forget your
sophistication and then just sit and let
yourself go, you will find that when
the curtain falls at the end of an act,
you rust applaud. And you will be ap-
plauding Italy at its best.

Engineers of Destruction

THE GRAVEDIGGERS OF FRANCE, by Pertinax.
Doubleday, Doran. $6.00.

ERE, carefully documented, is a dis-
section of the tragedy of France,
which culminated in the stunning col-
lapse of June 1940. But one has only to
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set this penetrating analysis of downfall
against the magnificent resurgence of
democratic France in recent weeks to
realize that the spirit of France was
never defeated, let alone conquered, by
the German invaders and their French
fascist accomplices.

The author of this volume is Andre
Geraud, who under the pen-name of
Pertinax has written extensively for the
American press as well as that of his
native France. He combines all the qual-
ities of an outstanding publicist: a sense
of history, cool lucidity, personal con-
tacts with all the leading figures of
modern France, including close rela-
tions with the usually inaccessible top
leaders of the armed forces of the Third
Republic, and not least, a passionate
faith in his own people. It is this latter
quality which makes his book a note-
worthy contribution, certainly among
the most revelatory of all the dozens of
volumes about France that have ap-
peared since 1940.

For it is significant that Pertinax,
though he himself never took an active
part in politics, was a Rightist in his
political point of view. But he has never
wavered in upholding the true national
interests of France. He was and remains
a nationalist in the best sense of the
term: a nationalist who refused to coun-
tenance any collaboration with the forces
of European fascism, who advocated
the Franco-Soviet pact of 1935, and
opposed the Munich pact of 1938. He
refused to lend any support to the
Petain regime which rose to power after
the criminal capitulation of June 1940,
and greeted the resistance movement
which first took shape under the leader-
ship of Gen. Charles de Gaulle. In other
words, in him patriotic national inter-
ests took precedence over class interest.

The gravediggers of France were
many: some Wwere conscious traitors,
others were creatures of weakness, in-
decision, and vacillation. In the first
category, Pertinax places Marshal Pe-
tain, Pierre Laval, and such lesser fig-
ures as Fernand de Brinon, Marcel
Deat, and Jacques Doriot. In the sec-
ond group are the impassive Gamelin,
the mercurial Reynaud, the intriguing
Chautemps, and the weak Daladier.
General Weygand, too, is portrayed in
an extremely unfavorable light, and
Pertinax has performed a public service
in outlining Weygand’s highly equivo-
cal behavior.

Indeed, French army circles in gen-
eral reminded Pertinax “too often and
too vividly of some club, or caste, in-
sufficiently ~open to the outer world.”
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But that corruption and defeatism were
not the hallmarks of every high French
officer is proved by the later exploits in
the resistance movement of de Gaulle
himself.

This is a rewarding book, rich in
nuances and psychological insights, and
convincing in its rigorous logic. Its one
weakness is that it views the history of
the Third Republic too much in terms
of personalities, diplomatic interchanges,
and individual intrigues. The social
forces at work in France are only light-
ly touched upon, and here Pertinax
comes to conclusions which do not
square entirely with the facts. Thus, his
treatment- of the Popular Front move-
ment, and in particular of the role of the
French Communist Party, leaves much
to be desired.

But the current events in liberated
France—especially the role of the
French Communists in the broad na-
tional movement of the Magquis and the
National Council of Liberation—round
out the political picture better than any
book. Pertinax originally published his
volume in French many months ago;
so it is possible that his emphases would
alter if he were to revise it today.

He writes: “France does not meet
her liberators wearing a hair shirt,
strewn with ashes, and reciting peniten-
tial psalms.” All students of French af-
fairs will vigorously underline these sen-
timents and share Pertinax’s profound
faith in a democratic France, reborn and
revivified, and destined to play a major
role in the postwar world.

J. B. Davipson.

Poverty in Canada

FRENCH CANADA, by Stanley B. Ryerson. In-
ternational. $2.50.

MERICANS, even well informed

Americans, seem to know far less
about our neighbors to the north and
south than they do about Europe or
even Asia. This is as true of Canada as
it is of Latin America. The substantial
gains of the Duplessis Union Nationale
over Premier Godbout’s pro-United
Nations Liberals in the recent Quebec
provincial elections came as a shock to
American democratic opinion; but com-
ment in the American press showed
very little understanding of the eco-
nomic and political background which
has made French Canada such fertile
ground for fascist demagogy.

The key to such an understanding is
the historical fact that the French Cana-
dians are a nation which has achieved
essential political equality within the fed-
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eral strueture of the Dominion, but
nevertheless suffers from serious rem-
nants of social and economic inequality
and vestiges of the feudal past. This is
the central theme of French Canada by
Stanley Brehaut Ryerson, national edu-
cational director of the Labor-Progres-
sive Party of Canada.

The first part of Mr. Ryerson’s book
is devoted to a survey of the historical
development of the French Canadian
nationality. He shows how the original
guarantees of the rights of nationality
to the French Canadians in the Quebec
Act of 1774, given by the British gov-
ernment under the pressure of the im-
pending American Revolution, con-
tained a deep contradiction in that the
form of government established was
profoundly undemocratic. He traces one
hundred years of struggle by the French
Canadian people, in alliance with the
democratic forces of English Canada,
to secure and extend these national
rights and to develop democracy and

autonomy for Canada as a whole. The

fusion of French Canadian capital with
the Anglo-Canadian monopolists left
the leadershxp of the national strugole in
the hands of the petty bourgeois nation-
alist elements, who have increasingly
become an appendage of feudal and re-
actionary clerical forces in Quebec. Con-
sequently, the legitimate and progressive
national sentiments of the French
Canadians were diverted into reaction-
ary channels until the emergence of the
organized Quebec working class has
again begun to make possible a progres-
sive orientation.

The Union Nationale of Duplessis
and the openly defeatist Bloc Populaire
are the political expressions of the feu-
dal-clerical nationalism which feeds
upon the incomplete national equality
and the intense exploitation and poverty
of Quebec. Mr. Ryerson analyzes at
length the startling economic and so-
cial conditions which result from the
combination of the remnants of feudal-
ism with highly concentrated Anglo-
Canadian-American monopoly—for, de-
spite the general impression in the
United States, Quebec is an industrial-
ized province, with sixty-three percent
of its population living in cities.

I think it is worth quoting some of
the facts which Ryerson brings forward
to show how profound is the exploita-
tion. In the first place, in the second
quarter of the twentieth century, as the
law stands today, Quebec peasants are
still paying commuted feudal dues and
will be paying them for forty more
years. The per capita income in the

province of Quebec is less than seventy
percent of that in Ontario; the per
capita retail sales fifty-one percent—al-
though the percentage of manufactur-
ing to agrlculture is almost identical in
the two provinces. The infant mortality
rate in 1941 was 45.6 per 1,000 for
Ontario; for Quebec, 75.9; for Que-
bec city, 107; the death rate from
tuberculosis was twenty-six in Ontario,
80.6 in;Quebec, 108.1 in Quebec city.
Per capita educational expenditure in

1936 was $12.01 in Ontario, $7.24 in

Quebec; Ontario has 468 public libra-

ries, Quebec twenty-seven—and only
nine of these are French.

With these figures in front of us, it is
easy to see that the national question in
Canada is by no means solved. A tre-
mendous responsibility rests upon the
French Canadian and English Cana-
dian democratic forces together to fight
for the removal of conditions which
have made Quebec, both during the Du-
plessis government of 1936-39 and
again today, a ‘serious focal spot of fas-
cist infection upon our continent.
“Backward Quebec” is, as Mr. Ryerson
points out, a facile phrase used in Eng-
lish Canada and, we must add, in the
United States, to place upon the French
Canadian people the blame for the
medieval conditions in which they are
held and which are a basis for reaction-
ary demagogy. This invaluable book by
an able Marxist Canadian scholar amply
demonstrates the democratic heritage of
Quebec and the democratic forces which
exist today. The cause of French Cana-
dian “backwardness” is oppression and
inequality, which is no more the. fault
of the people of that province than is
the “backwardness” of our South the
fault of the southern sharecroppers and
workers. F. J. MEYERs.

The Willkie | Knew

(Continued from page 11)

sumed it ‘was his answer to my guess
as to his views on the “little prosecuting
attorney.” This material appeared later
in PM, apparently from the same source.

When things got too hot for Dewey
as a result of his sniping at the Dum-
barton Oaks conference just as it was
about to open, he ran to Willkie for

“cover. The latter was amused. Publicly,

he released his own statement, showing
that he had checked the facts on the
conference. Without saying so, he made
plain that Dewey had gone all out with-
out any such check and found himself
on a limb. Privately, he wrote me:
“Some of these politicians remind me of
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the fellow who was so keen he cut him-
self. I don’t know if it is true, but I have
been told that the Dewey people had
deliberately prepared to put me on the
spot. I don’t know just why or what
spot. . . .”

Willkie will not vote in the 1944
election. But his direct and honest ap-
proach tothe issues will not help Dewey.
In his simple way, Willkie made plain
to the man on the street the weakness of
.the international policy of the old guard
Republicans. His utter simplicity, his
courage in adhering to his own princi-
ples, come what might, his love for other
human beings, made up Willkie’s great-
ness. His death at this time in his coun-
try’s history leaves an aching void. Will-
kie helped unify the country, Republican
and Democrat alike, behind the broad
vision which made him see contending
international forces as “One World.”

Let us hope he built strongly, for now
we must go on without him,

William Jay Scheiffelin
(Continued from page 7)

contribute much to the happiness of the
world in years to come. The example
of Czechoslovakia affords a fine pattern
for Germans to follow.

There might well be an interim ad-
visory commission to direct Germany
composed of Russian, Jewish, Polish,
Czech, French, Dutch, Danish, and
Norwegian men and women,

The Germans must work out their
own salvation with fear and trembling.
Revolutions are bloody 'and the danger
is that the occupying forces, in keeping
order, will side with the haves against
the have nots. Therefore patience must
be used and time must be allowed for
the people to decide, by votes, after their
leaders have emerged.

The United Nations forces should be
impartial and not side with reactionary
conservatives. The hope is in the courage
of the religious leaders, both Catholic
and Protestant, within Germany. Po-
litical pressure from the Vatican, how-
ever, would be a threat to progress. I
was at the University of Munich for
three semesters during the eighties and
there was no sign of anti-Semitism;
there was much good will, although the
army officers were arrogant.

So let us believe in the revival of the
best in Germany. Let us hope that her
people will once more earn the right to
go and to trade anywhere by land, by
sea, or by air and to pursue those aims
that promote peace and good will!
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By JOSEPH FOSTER

0 HEAR the reactionaries tell it,
. | Hollywood is an isolated commu-
< nity devoted to the sole business of
“pure entertainment.” But they know
better, and when they produce such films
as Birth of a Nation (probably the most
presumptuous title in all movie litera-
ture), Gone With the Wind, Santa Fe
Trail, Comrade X, Tennessee Johnson,
Lifeboat, and other tidbits, they shatter
their own legend. The film industry has
always reflected the political and social
concerns of the country at large. From
the days of the Keystone comedy to
the present—films have rarely failed to
indicate, in a large measure, «the social
attitudes of their makers. Since in the
past Hollywood has been in the hands
of the tories, many myths were estab-
lished concerning the ideas a public
would or would not tolerate. The
market was the omnipotent arbiter, and
even the apolitical producer was firmly
convinced of the sanctity of these myths.
He subscribed completely to the belief
that any violation would lead to a cala-
mitous disturbance of Box Office, and
his temerity would be thus rewarded by
financial ruin.

This was never truer than when ap-
plied to the myth of Negro character.
To keep intact the economic slavery of
the Negro, and its concomitant policy
of Jim Crow, he was always pictured
(with extremely rare exceptions, as in
Arrowsmith) as shiftless, indolent, im-
moral, cowardly, childlike, irresponsible,

. brutal, untrustworthy. He was a drunk-
en lout, endangering the decent (white)
women of the community, or a childlike
servant, incapable of thought or even
coordination.

With the rise of articulate protest
the situation has slowly changed. De-

" spite the fact that Chase National Bank
and other financial institutions still
wield the same tremendous power they
enjoyed fifteen or twenty years ago,
Hollywood is not the same bete noir
that Harry Alan Potamkin, the noted
film critic, inveighed against in such es-
says as Eyes of the Movie. Many serious
and honest writers have aided in a move-
ment to introduce more truth to the
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films. The impetus of the war has stimu-
lated this tendency, and the movie treat-
ment of the Negro, since’ 1939, has not
been equalled by the stage, radio, or
.any other competitive medium in the
dissemination of ideas.

This is not to say that the Negro
stereotype has entirely disappeared, or
that the old box office concept of
the colored man is no more. To
many Hollywood minds the Stepin Fet-
chit image is still the accurate symbol
of the American Negro. Reaction still
is powerful, tough, and aggressive; and
cannot easily be shoved aside. Jim Crow
is still the ornithological standard for
many influential producers and studio
heads. What 45 important is the fact
that the successful assaults upon the
stereotype have increased, that the pic-
ture of the real Negro is beginning to
appear alongside the false, older image
and with greater frequency. A quick
look at the movies since the war will
bear me out.

'ONE of the early war pictures was
Bataan, with Kenneth Spencer in
its cast. This young Negro plays the part
of an American soldier. He is moved by
fear, courage, stamina, and the require-
ments of the battle. There is no pa-
tronage in the attitude of the other
soldiers towards him. In short, he is
neither better, worse nor different from
the others. It is the first war picture ‘I
recall in which a Negro in the company
of white troops behaves according to the
exigencies of the situation, and not ac-
cording to the color of his skin.

The remarkable portrait of the French
Colonial Negro soldier as played by Rex
Ingram, in the film Sehara, needs
little recounting here. For the first time,
in cinema memory, a Negro is adjudged
a hero in a contest determined only by
the nature of the issues, even though
his adversary is white. In this film the
Negro is the symbol of the democratic

idea. He is disciplined, courageous, re-

sourceful. Gone the stammering, fear-
ridden clown. Ingram is the quintes-
sential soldier who meets death because
the fight demands it. This picture

HOLLYWOOD AND THE NEGRO

marked the high-water level of anti-
stereotype delineation.

In connection with the question of
honest portrayal, a film will sometimes
show a hundred feet or so of a shot
the release of which represents an im-
portant victory. Very often, the sequence
is so short that it escapes the attention
of the audience, even a progressive ene.
I refer to a picture starring Gene Krupa,
in which Roy Eldridge, the fine Negro
trumpet player, is a member of the band.
In the scenes spotlighting the band, all
the featured musicians got solo bits in
closeup—all, that is, except Eldridge.
As the story reached me, there was some
question of giving the Negro player
equal footage, on the grounds that the
Southern market would be hurt by it.
Krupa insisted that Eldridge must have
the solo closeup. He won his point,
which marked a shattering precedent in
the handling of such matters.

The film Syncopation, dealing with
the rise of jazz, is yet another indication
of the growing impulse for fair Negro
treatment among the movie makers. In
itself, it was no great shakes, but it did
show the Negro as a serious artist, the
substantial craftsman who created the
jazz form, respected by white musicians
who admit that swing was original with
the Negro people and not with big name

.

‘radio bands or itinerant white crooners.

Here, too, the Negro is treated warmly
and sympathetically, his problems and
poverty indicated; in general, regarded
as a human being.

PERHAPS one of the most memorable

of all movie sequences dealing with
the Negro is included in a second-rate
“B” picture whose name escapes me. Its
finale contained Earl Robinson’s Ballad
For Americans. The highlight was the
closeup of a young Negro who sings
that “man in a white skin can never be’
free so long as his black brother is in
slavery.” This is the furthest any film
had ever gone in proclaiming the demo-
cratic ideal.

A picture I have almost overlooked,
In This Our Life, goes to the deep
South to prove that the Negro is cour-
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"Apple Tree," by Taro Yashima. Part of an Exhibition of Interracial Art now at the

International Print Society gallery.

ageous, self-reliant, ambitious, proud
and honest. In this film a young boy is
depicted not as a cotton hand, but a law
student with a serious view of life. In
the dramatic clash between the boy and
a spoiled, selfish belle, this film states
that Negroes have integrity, can rise be-
yond self-seeking and possess a superior
dignity. It is a conclusion that ranks high
in the movie history of this subjeet. Nu-
merous other bits included in productions
of this period would have been regarded
as rare, in other days. There was the fine
bit by Dooley Wilson in Casablanca;
the singing of “The House I Live In,”
by the Delta Rhythm Boys (Follow the
Boys)—in which the significance, ac-
cidental or not, arises from the fact that
four Negroes are assigned to sing one of
the most touchingly progressive songs
we have; the excellent lines that Leigh
Whipper is given in the Ox-Bow Inci-
dent; and the usual appearance of such
Negro stars as Lena Horne, the Berry
Brothers, Hazel Scott, and others in
such all-star musicals as Broadway
Rhythm, Follow the Boys, etc.

ON THE question of all-Negro films,

I do not agree that Cabin in the
Sky and Stormy W eather belong on the
credit side of the ledger. It is true that
the talent and ability of the Negro, his
charm and grace, are amply demon-
strated. But like Hallelujah, before them,
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these films by plot and subject matter
confirm the fake image of a simple,
childlike creature (his adherence to the
naive conceptions of the good God and
the bad God), his overweening love, to
the exclusion of all other interests, for
fighting, gambling, drinking, and carous-
ing.

In general, these movies do not
portray the Negro honestly. After see-
ing these films you would never guess
that Negroes participate seriously in
contemporary life. I would class them,
therefore, with the really objectionable
pictures of the war period—7T'he Texan,
Lifeboat, and some of the films men-
tioned earlier.

Comparing these sound and false treat-
ments of the Negro, it is easily observed
that never before has there been such
encouraging work in Hollywood. As I
have warned, a survey of this kind does
not mean that the fight is won. It merely
indicates that precedent has been broken.
And in weakening the hidebound image
of the Negro, not only did the movie
companies not lose money, as some of
them might have expected to do, but
they have enjoyed the largest grosses in
the history of the film industry. Of
course, the more reactionary entrepre-
neurs will hang qn to the “Rastus” idea,
but how long they can stay on this path
can easily be determined by articulate
and progressive movie-goers.

On Broadway

wo shows this week tested the
Tculturally liberal attitudinizations

of the daily newspapers’ theater
critics. For some time, the theater has
been moving steadily ahead in its treat-
ment of Negro characters. This is in the
spirit of the time, in the spirit of the
war we are waging, in the spirit of cul-
tural and political maturing. What 2
shock, therefore, to read Howard
Barnes of the New York Herald Trib-
une regretting—or, in his own word—
disconcerted by the happenstance that
in Herbert Kubly’s Men To The Sea
of the four couples in the play, the
Negro couple should behave with the
most dignity and wisdom!

But if Mr. Barnes has yet to catch
up with the advance echelon of theater
progress, so, on the evidence of the re-
views of the new musical Bloomer Girl,
have all the rest of his nocturnal col-
leagues.

I think we are generally agreed that
a theater review to be complete must
fulfill two functions: it must report the
play as news, tell what it was about,
and who were its participants; then at-
tempt an aesthetic evalution of its total-
ity. But with the notable exception of
Sam Sillen’s column in the Daily
W orker, all the others I saw suppressed
the story Bloomer Girl tells. They dis-
missed it as just another musical hang-
together of which the less said the
kinder, and then rushed into the usual
top-of-the-head opinions of sets, songs,
dances, and performers, much as if they
were reporting a good vaudeville
show.

Why did the newspaper critics neglect
to report what Bloomer Girl is about?
Was it really because the book was too
insignificant to merit attention? Or was
it because Sig Herzig and Fred Saidy,
basing themselves on the play by Lilith
and Dan James, had created a unique
freedom-loving musicale in which the
struggle for man’s emancipation is the
very heart and core of the conflict? For
the time is 1861, and we see the aboli-
tionists taking the fight to the pro-
slavery group; we watch them clash
over the fate of a slave smuggled out
over the underground railway; we wit-
ness the early efforts of women to
achieve both suffrage and dignity; and
finally we are deeply involved in the
irreconcilable conflict which ended in
one of the greatest acts of liberation in
history. I submit that this is quite a book-
ful and that the reviewers in suppress-
ing or neglecting it are lagging far be-
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hind the theater and the common man.

Produced by John C. Wilson in as-
sociation with Nat Goldstone, Bloomer
Girl is for the most part highly enter-
taining and a joy to watch. True that
too often Harold Arlen’s music is rem-
iniscent, that the voices are rather more
pleasant than distinctive, that some of
Lemuel Ayres’ sets are too cluttered
for pictorial beauty and acting space.
But on the sprightlier side are the gay
performances of Celeste Holm and
David Brooks as lovers parted by their
differing attitudes toward the escaped
slave and then brought together by the
shot at Fort Sumter; the lively comedy
singing and dancing of Nancy Mc-
Cracken (especially in that hilarious
little number, “T’morra’ T’ morra’ ”);
the sharp, witty worldliness of the fight-
ing suffragette and abolitionist, Dolly
Bloomer, as played by Margaret Doug-
las; and the beautiful and stirring free-
dom songs, sung by Dooley Wilson and
Richard Huey, which stopped the show
and demonstrated that at least the audi-
ence if not the reviewers knew what was
central to the entire evening.

For me, there were two other high
spots: both of them, I felt, bits of near
perfection in the theater—one of them
superb and never to be forgotten.
Slimmer of the two was the charmingly
set and sustained scene depicting Sun-
day in Cicero Falls which, without pre-
tending to be a ballet, was nevertheless
a ballet in composition to a delicious
song, pious in tune, vastly impious in
content.

The other was the deeply-felt dream-
like Civil War ballet set against a far-
flung landscape dramatically rent by an
ancient battle-riven tree. The dance be-
gins with women only. Whether singly
or in small groups, they move with the
most poignant suggestion of woman-
loneliness, of abstraction in sorrow, of
space almost unbridgeable between
them. As this phase reaches fullness of
expression, the light of a new day suf-
fuses their spirit with hope: and there,
coming toward them, are their own
heroic war-weary men. There is the
diffident; timid salutation of stranger
touching stranger, the abstract move-
ment which gradually accustoms man
and wife to one another, and the begin-
ning of the folk-dance which moves
with wonderful timing through somber-
ness. to joy. Threading the reunion is
the woman whose man will never re-

"turn, who seeks him vainly, and finally

transmutes her personal grief into the
great pride of sacrifice for a cause
worthy beyond the instant.

W MASSES

Classified Advertisements

50¢ a Kne. Payable in advance. Mia. ohug.o

$1.50. Approx. 7 words to a line.:
Deadline Fri., 4 p.m.

GREENWICH AVENUE

ReKo GALLERY—S5I

CONTRIBUTION—59% on =all sales through
October to the Nat. Council of American-
Seviet Friendship. Paintings, sculpture, seri-

graphs by leading artists. CH. 2-7049.

RoKo FRAMES—5!1 GREENWICH AVENUE

WE SOLVE ALL FRAMING PROBLEMS for
large paintings as well as prints. drawings,
watercolors, mirrors. Original designs and fin-
ishes. Our prices are mederate and quality
high. CH. 2-7049,

INSURANCE

PAUL CROSBIE—Insuranee of every kind—
whatever your needs—FREQUENT SAVINGS.
10 West 40th Bt., New York 18, N. Y. Tel
PRnnsylvania 6-6788,

GYMNASIUM

WOMEN—Reduce—Keep fit. Open daily 'till
1:00 P.M. Individual Exercise—Massage—Bicy-
ales—Steam Cabinets, etc. Complete trial visit
$2.25. S8pecial budget exercise course $§12
=monthly. Special Saturday corrective exercise
courses for children. GOODWIN’'S GYMNA-
SIUM, 1457 Broadway (42 St.).
7.-%256.

‘W1lsconsin

WILL BUY

Doll earriage in good condition. Write details.
Box 18%9, New Masses.

FURNISHED HOUSE WANTED

ARMY WIFE with two children, wants fur-
nished house in Florida, preferably mear beach.
Any information greatly appreciated. Write
Box 1862, New Masses.

FRAMING—44TH ST. BOOK FAIR GALLERY

WE'LL FRAME THAT ORIGINAL or reproduc-
tion to fit the Interior you have in mind. Widest
variety of moldings and texture finishes.
133 West 44th Street.

WINDSOR

Intimate

g5 0AKWOOD

Different NEW YORK

Tel.: Newburah 4477. Onlv 53 miles from N.Y.C.
— IT'S OUR TURN NOW —

OAKWOOD IS ON VACATION
REOPENING . . . NOVEMBER 22nd

Make reservations now for THANKSGIVING

Classified
Advertising Rates: *

50 cents a line (seven words)
Minimum 3 lines

Display
Advertising Rates:
$5.25 per inch

Write for details:
NEW MASSES

104 East 9TH STREET
New York 3, N. Y.

October 24, 1944 NM



The principals in this beautiful ballet
created by Agnes deMille are Betty
Low, Lidija Franklin, and James Mit-
chell. My many thanks to Miss deMille
and to all her company.

The costumes in the show were de-
signed by Miles White and are, for the
most part, hugely entertaining. The en-
tire production was staged by its lyricist,
E. Y. Harburg. Don’t miss it.

CCMEN To THE SEea,” staged by

Eddie Dowling in settings by
Howard Bay, is a serious drama of what
happens to Navy wives in the long in-
tervals of their men’s absence. Though
for the most part interesting and often
moving in its depiction of relationships,
it too closely follows the narrow beam
of sexual privation to have any genuine
significance. The writing is often on
too conscious a plane of literariness,
with the result that the one man who
should have come most to life in the
play is not real enough to touch us even
in the moment of his death. The direc-
tion is also uneven in quality, ranging
through sensitiveness to the awkward
staging of the first scene between Hazel
and her sailor and the distressing ugli-
ness of the Christmas bacchanal.

The real trouble, however, is that
for seven of its eight scenes the play
shuttles equally among its four couples,
without sufficiently defining any one of
its characters. Indeed it does not discover
its center until the last scene, ‘when it
finally comes into its own with the focus
on the very real and tragic situation
existing between Hazel, who is about to
have a baby by another man, and her
husband, who must finally forgive her
in order to be able to respect himself.
Had the story of this couple been in con-
stant focus, we might have had a very
good play instead of a series of vignettes
struggling to hold together.

The performances were competent in
quality, the most interesting being given
by Maggie Gould and Michael Strong, as
the problem couple. Toni Gilman, play-
ing Cristobel to Randolph Echols’ mys-
tically written Duckworth, did sympa-
thetically until the author plunged her
into a psychotic snarl one could not be-
lieve without due dramatic preparation.
The Negro couple, whose common sense
1o disconcerted Mr. Barnes—probably
vecause they were so naturally accepta-
ble to their white friends—were played
with. dignity and warmth by Mildred
Smith and Maurice Ellis. Summing up,
Dave Wolper has produced a play of
mixed merit, but still worth seeing.

Harry TAavLoR.
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Do you remember the great tribute to American-Soviet friendship

last November at Madison Square Garden? Were you there—or were
you ome of the many thousands who waited until the last minute and
found every ticket sold, every seat filled—and a long line outside?

A gain this year on the occasion of the 27th birthday of the Soviet
Union, Americans will pay their tribute to an ally whose friendship and
devotion to our common cause is one of the brightest hopes for a per-
manently victorious postwar world. The theme of the meeting to take
place at Madison Square Garden, Thursday, Nov. 16 at 7:30 p.m.
will be “U.S.A.—U.S.8.R., Allies for Victory, Prosperity and Peace.”
Leaders of the United Nations will speak, stage and screen stars will
entertain.

You can buy your tickets now ($2.40, $1.80, $1.20, $.85 and
$.60) at book stores, trade unions and at the National Council of
American-Soviet Friendship.

Please order your ticket early.

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF AMERICAN-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP, INC.
232 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y.
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