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AN NM by-line you’ve noticed often is
Sender Garlin’s—it’s to be seen with
regularity in these pages, and most of you
know his work well by now, in other pe-
riodicals and pamphlets. He comes, orig-
inally, from Glens Falls in upstate New
York, and he’s been lots of places since.
Studied law once, but decided to practice
in another profession. In 1927, after work-
ing on newspapers in different parts of
the country, Garlin joined the Daily
Worker staff—first as a reporter, later
worked as city editor, then feature editor.
Four years a correspondent in the Soviet
Union (1935-39) followed; he wrote for
the Daily, the San Francisco People’s
World, and the Chicago Midwest Record,
traveling all over the USSR. Incidentally,
he was the only American reporter who
attended all three Moscow trials. He once
wrote a story about letters from Russian
readers to editors of the Soviet press, which
appeared in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch
without his by-line. Shortly after, he got a
querulous letter from Harrison George of
the People’s World: “Why can’t you write
like that?”

Back to New York to the Daily, finally
as their Albany correspondent. Between
newspaper assignments Garlin has done
several well known pamphlets: The Real
Huey Long, The Truth about “Readers
Diges” (the initial blast in a campaign
which has become national) and the re-
cent Is Dewey the Man? He has the right
kind of sense of humor, is working on a
book whose title he won’t tell u§, and is
at present public relations director of the
Communist Political Association of New
York State.

66 TaLE oF Two CONVENTIONS —

that’s what A. B. Magil told all
over principal cities of the Midwest this
past week. And he hasn’t been whispering
it—from what we hear. So far, the de-
tails are in on only one maeeting—-that’s
Chicago—but they’re swell. Six hundred
people attended. Not counting Magil.
There was a showing of Negro Soldzer,
the War Department’s splendid film; there
was a woman speaker from the Treasury
Department, and the crowd hung on in a
hot Chicago night, than which there is
nothing l1ke, until nearly twelve. The
collection was,good. (We haven’t the exact
figures.) The Friends of NEwW MAassEs
sponsored it, and so far Chicago has had
three letters from other cities who want
to form the same sort of groups. Don’t
you! More on this later,

SPEAKING of NM’s editors, one of the
members of olur contributing board to
whose articles you look forward and re-
spond eagerly has been put forward as
Communist candidate for Parliament in

the next General Election to be held in
Great Britain. R. Palme Dutt, vice-chair-
man of the British Communist Party, will
oppose L. S. Amery, Secretary of State
for India, in the Sparkbrook Division of

Birmingham. We’ll keep you posted on
this, as soon as more information is avail-

able.

WE HOPE yoi’ll noticé the back cover
this week—it’s an offer of two
lithographs by Gropper, and we’ve just
seen them. They’re really a bargain at
ten dollars apiece, and if your living room
needs an added touch, this is it. Speaking
of such, next week we’ll tell you the full
story of the Hollywood art auction. Joe
Foster has just come back from the West
Coast. after promoting one of the most
successful of NM’s extra-curricular affairs.
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office will give the best results. Vol.
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His movie reviews will be resumed next
week (McClough has been pinch-hitting
since he’s been away) and very shortly
there’ll be an article by Foster on “What
the Movie Industry Faces in the Postwar
Period.” He interviewed directors, pro-
ducers, and actors, and you’ll be interested
in his first hand account of the film in-
dustry’s very special problems and its re-
conversion.
THE other day we had a letter from
Miami which speaks for itself: “A
group of friends gathered at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Schendloff to say hello to
their young son home on furlough. While
having a good time we thought it would
be a grand idea to do something worthy
for NM. And that is how it started. Our
hosts gave the first twenty-five dollars;
and Mr. Mindlin of Ft. Lauderdale gave
another twenty-five. Others gave ten dol
lars and others wanted subscriptionis.” Thd.
wind-up? Approximately $200. Whic
proves that Florida is more than a vaca
tion spot.
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WHAT ABOUT GERMANY?

FTER the defeat of Nazism, there
A will still be a Germany with
about 60,000,000 Germans, with
rich natural resources, a highly devel-
oped industry and technology, power-
ful industrial and financial organizations,
lhighly skilled workers, 'and a number
f well-trained engineers, scientists, -and
echnicians. No matter how much de-
truction the war has brought and will
ndoubtedly bring to it, Germany with
ts powerful economic and military po-
‘tential will not cease to exist in the
heart of Europe. For good or for ill, in
a progressive or a reactionary sense,
Germany and the Germans will direct-
ly or indirectly remain a significant fac-
tor in European and world politics.

If some or all of the victor powers
adopt a policy toward defeated Germany
similar to that followed from 1918 to
1939, then German imperialism will in
" the course of time have a rebirth and,
sooner or later, the danger of a new
German aggression will arise.

i Most of the basic reasons for the rise
'to power of Hitlerism are to be found
in internal ‘German deyelopments be-
~ tween 1918 and 1933. Nevertheless, it
cannot be denied that the victorious
JAllies of 1918 followed a policy toward
Germany which favored the reaction-
ary elements in the country and those

who collaborated with them against the.

German people, thus hastening the birth
~of German imperialism.

The victorious Allies in 1918 did not

and could not, from the very imperial~

ist nature of World War I, think of

giving genuine support to the German

" democratic movement against the gen-

s
.+ erals and bureaucrats. On the contrary,

in their hostility to a German people’s

"y uprising they were more or less in soli-

|

. darity with the German reactionaries
and those Social Democratic leaders who
had placed themselves at the head of

{ the German revolution—in order, with

the aid of the generals, to behead it
before it became a serious menace to
German imperialism. The statesmen of
the victorious coalition in 1918 feared
nothing more than the victory of de-

M August 8, 1944

By HANS BERGER

mocracy and the wrath of the peoples
against those leaders who had plunged
them into war. For example, the only
thing that made an impression on tough-
minded Marshal Foch in the armistice
negotiations in the Forest of Compiegne
was the demand of Erzberger, speak-
ing for the German delegation, for
enough machineguns with which to keep
the German workers down. The France
of 1940 pald the penalty for having
granted that request.
And who can forget
that in 1919 Admiral
Horthy’s dictatorship
over the Hungarian
people was established
with the help of the
Allies?

One of the most
important factors de-
termining the attitude of the victor
powers of 1918 toward Germany was
their hostility toward the newly created
Soviet Union and their hope of turning
defeated Germany into a bulwark and
gendarme against the first land of so-
cialism. As is well known, this policy
reached its climax at Munich in 1938.
Moreover, differences within the camp
of the victorious nations—England’s

struggle against French hegemony on

the European continent, commercial
and financial rivalries, etc.—prevented
them from adopting a united policy vis-
a-vis defeated Germany. Thus, agents
and emissaries of the various powers
made contact with German reactionary
groups after 1918 and intrigued against
each other.

HE international situation was close-

ly bound up with Germany’s in-
ternal situation: the split in the German
workipg class, and the passivity and anti-
Bolshevism inculcated in a majority of
the workers by the leaders of German
Social Democracy. In time, the most
diehard sections of German imperialism,
utilizing the National Socialist Party,
won their victory over the German na-
tion and came close to winning over
the peoples of the world. Just as the

most reactionary elements of German
imperialism were in a position within
Germany to set the various classes
against each other, to annul in practice
every progressive law and measure, and
to make the Weimar Republic and the
German workers responsible for every
crisis and catastrophe they had provoked
—above all, Germany’s military defeat
—s0, on the international scene, they
systematically exploited the differences
between the victor powers and, above
all, their hatred of the Soviet Union.
And eventually they brought about a
state of affairs in which they felt that
they could launch their campaign for
world domination under the most favor-
able conditions.

There is no doubt that these same
forces will again, after the overthrow
of Hitlerism, systematically attempt to
attain their eternal goal of world mas-
tery. In this they hope to find favorable
opportunities in - developments inside
Germany as well as outside—opportu-
nities similar to those they exploited
from 1918 to 1939.

Thus the main problem, as I see it,
for the victorious coalition in this war
with respect to a defeated Germany is

to avoid any splits among the United

Nations. In other words,"the policy of
"Teheran must be carried to its logical
conclusions. Since the destruction of
Nazism is only possible by a maximum
of military and political cooperation
among the United States, Great Britain,
and the Soviet Union, the guarantee
that there will be no future German
aggression” lies in a continuation of this
cooperation in the period after military
victory. The attempts of representatives
of beaten German imperialism to pose as
guardians of law and order, as a bul-
wark against the USSR, and as poten-
tial gendarmes against the freedom of
other peoples will remain futile so long
as the United Nations are guided by
the unequivocal principle of Teheran.
It is of course dangerous to overlook
the fact that the Munichmen in Britain
and their even stronger counterparts in
the United States will do their utmost to
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save what they can of German Nazism.
How could these people bear a grudge
against the Germans who are responsi-
ble for the death of ten to fifteen mil-
lion Soviet citizens? How could they
dream of abandoning those who have
brought so much destruction to the land
of the Soviets? Make no mistake about
it: they will play on every note and
utilize every form of demagogy, in their
efforts to make us pity the fate of the
hangmen. And what does it matter to
these British and American reactionaries
that German imperialism, not complete-
ly smashed and allowed to revive, shoots
and murders in every direction, not only
in the direction that suits them? Or that
this imperialism considers not only one

land and people, but every land and
every people as its legitimate prey?
American and British accomplices of
Nazism are getting support from the
campaigns of reactionaries, from nar-

row-minded labor leaders, Social Demo-

crats, and confused liberals. For how
else can we interpret the protests of Wil-
liam Green, Matthew Woll, and Robert
Watt against “‘the enslavement of the
German workers” and “the enslavement
of Germany”—protests plainly aimed
at the Soviet Union? These circles are
already helping to muddy the waters
in which the German imperialists and
their Anglo-American accomplices will
operate.

The main question is not ‘“the en-
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5 In the Shadow of the Third Batile

% In the fifth winter some were troubled by the spring of the
E year that was passing;

£ Some remembered the foreign city, the black quarter where
£ men were unburied;

= Some imagined the remaining trees were seeking to bloom
£ when the rubble blew up.

—g It is not the spare facts that haunt us: they are nearly lost in
= the wild labyrinth

£ Of the year. It is not even a story. It is an act, an outline
£ of a grave:

= April 19 thirty-five thousand Jews opened fire on

the Germans from the tenements of the Warsaw

ghetto .

the destructive power of the Third Reich closed on

the circle of stone

the water mains were cut the Jews fought to the end
May 25 silence was shed as from a lamp in the

smoking street the wounds of FEurope were open

Surrounded in the wrecked city, invoiced as freight from the

occupied lands,

A secret weapon was assembled among them, Afterward it was
not found

In the ruin; nor was a casual flame lit at the tomb of the
unknown civilian.

The second battle of Warsaw cannot terminate as a work of
art;

It would be presumption to build a monument over that ex-
treme spirit.

The brain alone will not find the point of their insistent death;

The heart unused must come from exile to give us peace.

The dead of Warsaw, with us or without us, enter the légends
of the people,

The sleepless colonies, the men resistant on all racial islands,

The solid continents emergent from the age of broken stone.

. Don Gorbon.

e i i
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slavement of the German workers.” No-
body wants that. And the German
workers need no protection coming
from virulent American enemies of the
Soviet workers; they do not have to be
defended against the country in which
the workers have set up the first social-
ist state on earth. Moreover, it is alien
to the USSR to “want to enslave”
anybody.

The key question in Germany is
rather: how shall a new international
order be established and developments
within Germany favored—or, if -neces-

sary, forced—so as to render impossible -

any new German aggression?

THE solution of this question is vital
for the peace and security of the|
world. It is particularly urgent for
those peoples within the immediate orbit
of attack of an aggressive Germany. If
it is not solved, in ten to twenty years
the world will be faced with a new out-
burst by German imperialism.

The solution of this question is also
in the interests of the German workers
who thus far, despite all their past strug-
gles, have been unable to defeat their
historic foe, German imperialism, and
who have twice within a generation been
led into war with the most terrible ma-
terial, physical, and moral consequences
for themselves.

To solve this question, there are

favorable conditions which did not exist
in 1918: cooperation among the great

powers, particularly between the lead- |

ing capitalist nations ~and the Soviet
Union; the Anglo-Soviet and Czech-
Soviet alliances; the prospects of a new
democratic Poland living in friendship

with the USSR; the development of,

genuine democracy in many European
countries, in which democracy existed
only formally or not at all; the harrow-
ing experiences the nations have suf-
fered at the hands of the Nazis and
their quislings; the greater maturity of
the labor movement, bought at such a
high price; and, last but not least, the:
incontrovertible fact that the . Soviet
Union is one of the mightiest powers on
earth, with an immeasurably enhanced
prestige.

All these make it almost inconceiv-
able that after the victory over Nazism
a cordon sanitaire can be built against

the USSR, behind which German impe-

rialism would again grow strong. Ger-

many’s frontiers, fixed by the United
Nations, will be with nations that are

all resolved to nip in the bud any new .

German' attempt to sabotage or avoid

_the obligations placed upon her. Even
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after the occupation of Germany, the
Red Army and the democratic armies
of Poland, Czechoslovakia, and France
will stand guard for all nations on Ger-
many’s boundaries to answer any revival
of German aggression. For whatever
new world organization and secur-
ity system is evolved in the postwar
period, it cannot be a revival of the
moribund League of Nations, which be-
came an organization for systematic sur-
render to aggressors and for the pre-
vention of a system of collective security.

The principles of the Atlantic Char-
ter and the right of self-determination
for all peoples will have to be applied
realistically to a defeated Germany, to
pwevent these princlples from becoming
a weapon in the hands of German im-
perialism. This must be said to those
who would like to turn these principles
into a weapon against the USSR and a
safeguard of the imperialist forces in
Germany. The Atlantic Charter’ must
guarantee the freedom and indepen-
dence of peoples, and not help the van-
quished aggressors to escape scot-free.
The application of the Atlantic Charter
to a defeated Germany must be sub-
ordinated to the principle of guarantee-
ing security and free democratic devel-
opment to the peoples of the world.

The formal application of = demo-
cratic printiples can lead to extremely
dangerous consequences, as we see from
the treatment of German prisoners of
war in our American prison camps. The
result is that Nazis and Gestapo agents
dominate the mass of the prisoners, ter-
rorize and at times murder anti-Nazi
Germans, prevent anti-Nazi literature
from circulating in the camps, and make
it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to
reeducate the bulk of the prisoners.
Here is an example in miniature of how
the formal application of democratic
principles leads in practice to the preser-
vation of Nazi influences.

WITH respect to a defeated Ger-

+« many, the United Nations cannot
indulge in such dangerous experiments
as we have made in our American
prison camps. For the risks are far too
great. The nations cannot sit back with
folded hands and hope that the Ger-
mans themselves will do everything
necessary to uproot Nazism, assure
peace and the fulfilment of all obliga-
tions placed upon Germany. To give
Germans the right of self-determina-
tion after the victory over Hitlerism,
without interfering too strongly in their
affairs, as Senator Nye, for example,
proposes, means to give all the advan-
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"The Prisoner,” by B. Handelsman.

tages to the forces of German imperial-
ism, the' Nazis, the generals, and the
masses they have corrupted, against the
genuinely democratic forces. German
imperialism and the Nazi party have
the closest ties: many of the Nazi lead-
ers such as Goering have become big
industrialists; while many of the big
industrialists, bankers, and Junkers have
become Nazis. And these elements have
a monopoly of all organizations in pres-
ent-day Germany. They dispose of
millions of Germans in the state, police,
military, and business apparatus. They
control the press, radio, and instruments
of education. They have poisoned many
more millions of Germans, including
broad sections of the workers, with the
venom of National Socialism. The or-
ganized opposition in Germany can ex-
ist only in small groups, generally
working separately from one another.
Under such conditions, to give the
Germans the right of self-determination
means guaranteeing self-determination
for German Nazism. Not before Ger-
many is cleansed of all active Nazis and
their organizations, not before the in-
fluence and strength of the German
anti-Nazi movement has been exerted,
not before new democratic organizations
arise, not before the German anti-Nazis
have shown themselves capable and wil-
ling in deeds to lead Germany, to re-
educate Germany, and to fulfill all the
obligations placed upon Germany—
not before can we seriously speak of a
Germany ripe for self-determination and
for the establishment of a German de-
mocracy deriving its strength from the

reeducated masses of the German

people.

However, one may judge the possi-
bilities and tempo of such a development,
it is clear that it cannot occur on the
morrow of defeat. First of.all, Germany
will have to be occupied by the United
Nations and German Nazism extermi-
nated. Here the Allies will no doubt be
aided by consistent anti-Nazis, as was
the case in Italy and as is the case in
German anti-Nazis circles in exile
throughout the world. But the disarma-
ment of Germany, the tracing of new
boundaries with a view to international
security, reparations, the -destruction of
the Nazi state, army, party, and all their
organizations, and the elimination of all
those responsible for the Nazi dictator-
ship—these are all measures that the
United Nations will have to carry out,
regardless of the amount of support they
find for them among the Germans them-
selves.

This realistic application of the At-
lantic Charter to a defeated Germany
has nothing to do with Vansittartism or
with the theory of “the innate barbarism
of the German race.” There is probably
no one who has fought Nazism, both in
theory and practice, more relentlessly
than Joseph Stalin. There is probably no
one who is less ready to condone work-
ers or nations, once they have become
the tools of reaction, than Joseph Stalin. .
Hence his declarations of Feb. 23, and
May 1, 1942, where in a few short
sentences he demolishes these racial theo-
ries about the Germans, are significant.

Stalin asserted in orders of the day:
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Jamison

Mary, Mary, quite contrary— )
How does your Berchtesgaden grow?

“Occasionally the foreign press en-
gages in prattle to the effect that the
Red Army’s aim is to exterminate the
German people and destroy the German
" state. This is, of course a stupid lie and
a witless slander against the Red Army.
The Red Army has not and cannot have
such idiotic aims. . . . It would be ridicu-
lous to identify Hitler’s clique with the
German people and the German state.
History shows that Hitlers come and go,
but the German people and the German
state remain.” (Order of the day, Feb.
23,1942.) “Hitler, Goebbels, Ribbentrop,
Himmler, and other rulers of present-
day Germany are but watchdogs of the
German bankers and place the latter’s
interests above all other interests. In
their hands the German army is a blind
tool, destined to shed its own blood and
the blood of other peoples, to cripple it-
self and others, not for the sake of Ger-
many’s interests, but for the enrichment
of German bankers and plutocrats.”

(Order of the Day, May 1, 1942.)

N THE final analysis, Vansittartism

arises from the disappointment of
British reactionary circles that National
Socialism was not content to attack the
- Soviet Union, but struck against all peo-
ples, including Britain. But Vansittar-
tism not only aids Dr. Goebbels in his
propaganda; it can be a serious menace
after victory. For if all Germans are
treated alike, many dangerous mistakes
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can be committed—and they will be
grist to the mill of the German imperial-
ists. If United Nations troops treat con-
sistent anti-Nazis of various political
tendencies in the same manner as
Himmler and his Nazi agents, if they
fail to see in the German anti-Nazis,
however strong or weak they may be at
first, the elements that represent the core
of a reborn democratic Germany, then
there is no hope for such a genuine Ger-
man democracy to come into being.

And in the last analysis, this demo-
cratic Germany is the best guarantee
against the rebirth of an aggressive Ger-
many. If Vansittart’s theory is correct,
and anti-Nazis are the same as Nazis,
then the United Nations will rely in
practice on those Germans who have
cleverly adapted themselves to “unfavor-
able conditions,” rather than on those
who have been tested anti-Nazis. Van-
sittartism offers no guide as to what we
must destroy and what we must en-
courage in order to bring about a peace-
ful, democratic Germany. Insofar as
Vansittartism asserts that we cannot rely
solely on the democratic development
insidle Germany to guarantee the peace,
it is of course correct. No serious person
will dispute this thesis. But when it de-
clares that a democratic development
withiri Germany is impossible, it bars the
road to such a development, which is
historically quite possible.

Various quarters have formulated the

most detailed plans as to what should be .

done with Germany after thé war. But
I .cannot attach too much importance to
these detailed analyses. For we are still

in no position to pass judgment on a de- -

cisive question concerning the treatment
of a defeated Germany. The future
alone will show what the course of Ger-
many’s internal development will be
when Hitler is defeated and  total
defeat knocks at the gates of Ger-
many. No ome at present can say
with certainty whether only a small
minority of Germans or many millions
among them will learn the lessons of
defeat and proceed to build up a new
Germany on a broad democratic basis.

There is no doubt that if the latteg
occurs, the task of the United Nations
will be greatly facilitated. For if millions
of Germans actively help to exterminate
Nazism, bring the war criminals to trial,
build a democratic order, fully recognize
Germany’s duty to make good what has
been destroyed, and offer guarantees
against any rebirth of German imperial-
ism—the solution of the German prob-
lem will undoubtedly be found much
more quickly than would otherwise be
the case. If this does not happen, Allied
bayonets will be the educators of Ger-
many for a long time to come. But the
reeducation of Germany, no matter how
much it can be encouraged by the ex-
amples of other nations, can in the final
analysis only be the work of the most
progressive Germans themselves, whose
task it is to cleanse Germany of Nazism
and the filth of centuries.

Nazi dictatorship and wars of aggres-
sion were the methods by which the Ger-
man imperialists sought to solve “the
German problem” at the world’s ex-
pense. This imperialism cannot be re-
formed or reeducated; it must be beaten,
exterminated, and prevented from ever
arising again. But the situation of the
German working class is quite different.
No matter how much historic guilt it
bears, no matter how low it has sunk, it
can be reeducated. It can reeducate it-
self and the German people, making it
possible for Germany to live together in
peace with the other nations. The Ger-
man working class has not yet spoken
the last word in Germany’s evolution
into a progressive and civilized nation.
This word was abruptly silenced by the
Nazi counter-revolution, which crushed
and demoralized the German labor
movement. But in my estimation it
would be wrong to give up the hope
that the German workers will yet speak
this word, even though it is late and so
many tragic mistakes and defeats have
already otcurred.
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MAN FROM MISSOURI

By POLITICUS

Washington.
HE publicity staff of Governor

I Bricker, the Republican vice presi-

dential candidate, made valiant ef-
forts to build him up as a product of a
plain farm background, a man of the
people, as Bruce Minton described in a
recent article. In Mr. Minton’s opinion
the whole effort reeked with corniness.
On the other hand, in the Democratic
vice presidential candidate we have the
authentic product. Yet Sen. Harry
Truman of Missouri isn’t thought of in
. such terms. He isn’t thought of as a
personality at all. He has become an in-
stitution. As head of the Truman com-
mittee, or the Special Committee to
Investigate the National Defense Pro-
gram, he has become a symbol. The
public has learned to place great con-
fidence in his committee’s scrutiny of
the entire war effort, for the efficient
and all-out prosecution of the war.

Just as the war spelled the finish of
the career of the head of another in-
vestigating committee, the Dies com-
mittee, so has it meant the growth of
the Truman committee and its capture
of the public’s imagination and trust.
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch in an edi-
*torial, April 27, 1943, shortly after the
release of the Dies committee report on
Nazi activities, said it was “not worth
the paper on which it was printed,” and
recalling that the committee had spent
$570,000 in jts five-year history, de-
clared: “The contrast with another con-
gressional group, the Truman commit-
tee (then three years old) is a startling
one. . . . It has saved billions on the
war program, it has brought about the
prosecution of profiteers and cheats, it
has given invaluable information to the
public and it has promoted speed and
efficiency in all branches of war in-
dustry.

“As against the generous appropri-
ation Congress has handed out to the
Dies committee, the Missouri Senator’s
group thus far has received only
$200,000, slightly more than one-third
of the Dies fund. . . . The Truman
committee is a model of its kind, both
in results and in operations. The Dies
committee has been a disturbing influence
ever since it was created and has con-
tributed little if anything to the na-
tional welfare. . . .”

The committee was Truman’s idea.
That it was not taken seriously when
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his resolution creating the committee
was passed, and in accordance with cué-
tom he was named to head it, is shown
by the fact that of his modest request
for $25,000, only $15,000 was allowed
the committee. Moreover the commit-
tee, appointed in March 1940, contained
only two senior Senators, and five of the
ten, as it finally shaped up, were green
freshmen—Ball, Wallgren, Kilgore,
Brewster, and Burton. Truman said it
was a break—freshmen worked harder
than experienced Senators. It is charac-
teristic of T'ruman that he has succeeded
in making every report of the committee
a unanimous report; and that he has
brought the individual members of the
committee into the limelight, by means
of the subcommittee technique, making
the subcommittee chairman report to

the Congress direct.

HE Truman committee is the most

colorful congressional committee in
years, and yet-its chairman in his mania
for self-effacement presents an almost
colorless exterior to the public.

A rather prosaic ‘man, without any
great imagination, Truman developed
by leaps under the impact of the war.
His friend Sen. Bennett Champ Clark
of Missouri has indulged in defeatist at-
tacks on the administration—and un-
fortunately his share in the spotlight at
the convention and Truman’s endorse-
ment may mean his reelection. But the
other Missouri Senator, who has seen
plenty of action as captain of field artil-
lery in the last war, had a passionate
interest in this war from the Afirst.
He tried to be put on active duty the
day after Pearl Harbor.

Every day that he’s in Washington
the sixty-year-old Senator confers with
Hugh Fulton, chief counsel of the com-
mittee, at § or 8:30 aM. But he is usual-
ly in his office by 7:30. It is late when
he goes home, and then he takes a brief-

“case with him. His wife helps him with

speeches and with major decisions he
must make. They have little to do with
Woashington social life. “He can take a
report home with him at night and come
back the next morning with a decision
on it,” said Fulton. “Once he is de-
termined on a course, he is willing to
get into a fight, even if it is contrary to
the administration. But he doesn’t criti-
cize for the sake of criticism. The only

test is, does it help the prosecution of the
war?”

TALK to Missouri people and they

tell you he is typical of Missouri,
and when you ask what that means, they
say that means typical of America—yes,
even in the unsavory history of some of
its machine politics. Sure, Harry Tru-
man got his start in politics through the
Pendergast machine, they say—a fact
he never concealed or attempted to gloss
over. And why should he! You have to
get your start in Missouri through some
machine—and isn’t that typical of
American politics? . This is what Mis-
sourians say, and if they don’t use the
words “national unity,” they neverthe-
less paint a picture of a machine poli-
ticlan who in action emerged as one of
the Senate’s most vigorous win-the-war
leaders. Missouri is a border state that’s
both southern and western in character,
an “average” state. Rep. Jack Cochran
of St. Louis, who was defeated by Tru-
man in 1934 for the Senate, expresses
real affection for him.

“He’s a plain man of the people,” says
Cochran, who is'popular with labor in
Missouri, “and hIS labor voting record
is 100 percent.” _

Rep. C. Jasper Bell, who comes from
near Kansas City, was not in Washing-
ton last week, but I talked to his secre-
tary, Vernon Moore, who used to inter-
view Truman every morning when he
was a reporter for the old Kansas City
Journal-Post. “He was very cooperative
and he never misled newspapermen,”
said Moore. “He was frank in his dis-
cussions and seldom asked that some-
thing be off the record, and then for a
good reason.” Truman as presidin
judge of Jackson County held the prin-
cipal administrative job in the county,
and was serving in a dollar-a-year ca-
pacity as unemployment director of the
state. He returned from a tour of the
state. on which he’d found scores of
precinct captains who’d put relatives ‘on
the federal payroll. To reporters he said,
“Give e two days before you print
the story.” In those two days “I never
saw so many heads roll,”” said Moore,

“He likes to get things done without
taking the credit for it,” Moore con-
tinued. “One Saturday night he .was
going on a steak fry here with some of
us from Missouri. He was late, and
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when he got there, he explained he’d
been having an argument with Jesse
Jones (Secretary of Commerce) and
Donald Nelson (head of the War Pro-
duction Board) to increase rubber pro-
duction, and that on Tuesday we’d see
an announcement about it. We did.
Truman’s name wasn’t mentioned—but
the increase was promised, and that was
the thing he was concerned with.”
Charles Ross, veteran Missouri news-
paperman, a former teacher at the
University of Missouri and for years
head of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Washington bureau, was graduated from
high school in Ind&pendence with Tru-
man in 1901. He wasn’t particularly
outstanding, just a nice, average boy.
Everyone in town knew him and liked

him. “There was nothing brilliant about

Harry,” he said. “He is an indifferent
speaker. But there is an integrity there
which can’t be questioned, and he gets
along with people. I remember, I think
it was in 1940, I attended some func-
tion here. He was sitting in a corner
somewhere. He’s a very shy man. I in-
troduced him to some of the newspaper
men and mentioned that he’d just come
back from a tour of Army camps. They
began asking him questions, and they
were fascinated. He obviously had a
wide range of the most authentic kind
of information about all phases of the
war and the defense program. There
couldn’t be a man in public life more
modest than Harry.”

THE Trumans were plain Missouri

farm people and Harry helped his
father farm the place near Grand View,
south and east of Kansas City, which his
great-great-grandfather had settled and
which is still the home of Harry’s ninety-
one-year-old mother. Harry’s girl in
high school was Bess Wallace, whose

family was just a notch above the Tru--

mans economically, but still without any
social ~ pretensions. “Eighteen years
later, after he’d been through the war
and tried his hand at several things, he
and Bess were married. Harry was
thirty-five then. But he’ll #lways say
that Bess was the only girl he ever
had,” said Charlie Ross. Truman had
the courage as a boy to take music
lessons, carrying his music roll about
unaffectedly, braving ridicule. His
daughter, Mary Margaret, sings' and
plays and is studying music at George
Washington University here, and last
summer appeared with the Denver
Opera Company. They play duets, or
the Senator plays and she sings. He loves
music and has a wide selection of rec-
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ords. But he also likes to play poker for

small stakes, enjoys hunting and fish-

ing, and, when he has the time, roam-
ing through the lovely Ozark hills and
mountains a little to the southwest of
his home.

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch, the
Globe-Democrat, the Kansas City Star,
and the old Jowrnal-Post all opposed
Truman bitterly in the years when they
pinned the Pendergast machine label on
him. The St. Louis Ster-Times sup-
ported him but was lukewarm. He
made no pretense of not being a prod-
uct of the machine. He had as a veteran
opened a haberdashery in the old Balti-
more Hotel in Kansas City. A year later
it failed and he was years in paying off
debts. After trying farming again, he
went to Tom Pendergast, whom he had
known, and whose nephew James was
in charge of a battery next to Truman’s
in France. He got a job as road over-
seer. Later he became a judge in the
Jackson county court, and then was
elected as presiding judge, and reelected
in 1930. As such he supervised the
spending of sixty million dollars, with-
out a breath of scandal attaching to him.

In 1934, as the story is told by a
former Missourian, Truman told Pen-
dergast he wanted to run for county tax
collector, a job worth $4,000 a year.
Pendergast told him no, he wanted to
run him for the US Senate. Truman
was ‘“flabbergasted.” He hadn’t con-
ceived of himself in such a capacity.

He is a very literal-minded man, ap-
parently, despite his shrewdness and his
genius as a fixer-upper or gp-between to
bring two opposing factions together.
This story of his reactions in 1934
makes more understandable a story
from an unquestzoned source anent the
rumor that his nomination was planned
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months ago. It seems that Robert Han-
negan of St. Louis called on the Senator
in his office and said that he had been
approached for the chairmanship of the
Democratic National Committee. Tru-
man, reasoning that Hannegan now had
the Job he’d wanted, that of commis-
sioner of internal revenue, which Tru-
man had helped him get, said, “Don’t
take it. You’d be better off staying
where you are and avoiding a lot of
headaches.” Later Hannegan returned,
saying that the President had asked him
to take the job and asking what he
should do. “You’re a Democrat,” was
the reply. When Hannegan. returned
from a tour of the country feeling out
those responsible for getting out the vote
on a vice presidential candidate, and told
Truman that those with most strength |
thought he would appeal to a wider fol-
lowing, including business, than Henry
Wallace, the Senator replied: “Don’t
talk the vice presidency in here. And
don’t talk it among my friends. I have
a job to do in the Senate, and I’'m happy
here.”

UsT as Truman has been able quietly
J to unite win-the-war Senators on
both sides of the aisle in support of vari-
ous administration bills touching on for-
eign policy, he would be able to do more
to obtain Senate approval of decent post-
war treaties than perhaps any other man. .
Just as he has friends on both sides: of °
the aisle, he also has the support from
all sections of labor. It is possible’ he
will win railroad labor, whose special
friend he long has been, to support the
ticket. Certainly small and intermediate
sized business, and segments of big busi-
ness, will be impressed by Truman, de-
spite the fact that as head of the com-
mittee he has not hesitated in taking on
Standard Oil, Carnegie Steel and, in the
early days when they were refusing to
convert to war production, .the auto-
mobile companies—as well as any other
opponents to all-out production.

And if recent Truman reports have
not hit as hard on basic issues, for in-
stance, or laid down the fundamental

. strategy of over-all control as thorough-

ly as did the old Tolan committee re-
ports, and after that committee’s demise,
the Kilgore reports, the Truman com- .
mittee nevertheless remains the most
effective instrument to aid war produc-
tion. Truman himself was an early
sponsor.. of the Kilgore bill for order-
ly reconversion, and as late as July 8
he issued a strong appea] to carry out
Nelson’s plans for partial resumption of
civilian production.
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H E HAs obtained no recognition for it, but Truman orig-

inated the famous B2-H2 bill which did so much to - .

lay the groundwork: for the Connally resolution on inter-
national collaboration. He called Senators Ball, Burton,
Hatch, and Hill together at luncheon one day and preposed
the bill to them, and continued to work behind the scenes
lining up bipartisan support for it. He also is a co-sponsor
of resolution SJ 120, which would set up a government-
business-labor-congressional agency to hold hearings on the
need for expanded foreign trade.

HERBERT BROWNELL Jr., chairman of the Republican

National Committee, told a press conference that the
Democratic party was controlled by the big city bosses and
“the radical left wingers who are closer to Communism
than any other political philosophy,” and Phil Pearl, AFL

publicist, called attention to this statement in a box in the

AFL Weekly News Service. At the same time the publica-
tion jubilantly claimed credit for obtaining Truman’s nom-
ination. Does this make the control unanimous?

THE outstanding job done by the Truman committee in
the eyes of Frances Sayler, experienced legislative rep-
resentative of the United Electrical, Radio and Machine
Workers (CIO), was in fighting for conversion to war
production. It was this fight that brought the UE, the
Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers, and other CIO unions to
open Washington offices. They found this committee the
most effective forum for demanding all-out conversion.

“‘ ‘ 7 £ kNow Truman from first-hand dealings with him
to be an honest, hard-working, progressive man,”

' “said R. J. Thomas of the UAW, treasurer of the new

National Citizens Political Action Committee, July 27.
“. .. We are proud. that our work helped prevent the
nommatlon of a candidate by a handful of Southern Bour-
bons. . . . They settled for Harry Truman as vice presi-
dential nominee because he was the only one who could
stop Henry Wallace.”

“The CIO never opposed Truman,” said a Washing-
ton representative. ‘“The only reason we never got to
know Truman better, I guess, is that we always figured
he’d vote right and so we’d let him alone.”

ON}: happy prospect labor of all affiliations will relish,

providing the Democratic ticket wins in November, is
that Jimmy Byrnes will be finished as assistant to the Presi-
dent. He already has indicated he wanted to be relieved as
head of the Office of War Mobilization after X-day. He
was elevated to his present position as adviser to Roosevelt
because he could act as intermediary with a rebellious Con-
gress. Truman’s ability to get along in the Senate would
make Byrnes unnecessary—and fortunately Truman has
the ability to say “No” to other groups than labor.

MissOURIAN in an important government job has
described Truman as “a man of thorough apd
rugged integrity who has a whole headful of common horse
sense. . . . His most outstanding quality is his ability to get
along with people and to get them to work with him. Next
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is his tireless energy. He works early and late and knows
how to make it count. Ther there is his great capacity for
friendship. He is not a fair weather friend.”

ARTHUR Sears HENNING of the Chicago Tribune and
other smear artists, faced with the dilemma of their

" papers’ having praised the Truman committee loudly, now

are trying hard to make it appear the committee did an
axe job on the administration. “Soon the Roosevelt admini-
stration was writhing under the exposure of waste, inefficiency,
and corruption,” Hénning said, speaking of the committee,
in a two-column story in the July 25 Washington T#mes-
Herald. Of course this is cockeyed. As Matt Con-
nelly, executive head of the committee staff, pointed
out, the committee has always given support to those in the
administration who were doing most to further the war.
Most recent example is its complete backing of Donald
Nelson in his reconversion fight with the War Department
officials. The committee has consistently supported civilian
as against military control of the civilian war effort.

ALTHOUGH not an inspired speaker, Truman was pressed

into service by the Democratic National Committee in
Connecticut, Colorado, and Missouri, keynoting Demo-
cratic state conventions in recent months. In Connecticut
his fourth-term speech resulted in the convention going on
record for it.

CHIEF Counsel Hugh Fulton said the committee did more
than any other agency to get the Office of Production
Management out of business and WPB under way. Tt
turned its heat on Philip Reed, director of the Bureau of
Industry branch, John D. Biggers, director of production
for OPM, and many others, before they were through.

A .stupY of Truman’s voting record shows that in 1937

he voted for the bituminous coal act aiding coal min-
ers, for the Wagner housing bill, the wage-hour bill, TVA
and all farm bills. In 1938 he voted for cloture on the
anti-lynching bill, as he did in 1942 when the anti-poll tax
bill was up. In 1939 he voted for the President’s authority
to devaluate the dollar, for the strateglc war materials bill,
and later, for neutrality act revision. In 1941 he voted for
defense—against restrictions on transfer of naval craft,

-against limiting use of armed forces in the Western hemi-

sphere, for all lend-lease, for foreign ships seizure, transfer
of Axis ships to Britain, and authority to seize struck de-
fense plants.

He voted against Watson, Dodd, and Lovett being
ordered from government payrolls. He voted to continue
National Youth Administration, and he voted against re-
ferring the Kilgore bill to the Military Affairs Committee,
favoring the more liberal Committee for Education and
Labor. Again, he voted for the federal income tax bill,

_which was not an administration vote, but he voted “Yea”

when it came to funds for the domestic branch of OWIL.
He not only voted for the Connally resolution on interna-
tional collaboration, but did a lot of footwork in lining up
others to vote for the resolution.
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PLIGHT OF THE NISEI

By CAREY McWILLIAMS

It is our belzef that the evacuation of
Japanese citizens and aliens from the
West Coast was a necessary war meas-
ure. And while we agree with Mr.
McWilliams that these measures were
harsh and undoubtedly unjust to many
loyal Japanese, it is our opmion that the
question of the time of their return to
the West Coast is a matter for the fed-
eral authorities to decide.—T he Editors,

N Jury 15, 1943, on a Town.
Meeting of the Air broadcast

from Santa Barbara, I had oc-
casion to debate with Congressman
John Costello: (then representing the
15th Congressional District in Southern
California) the proposition: ‘“Should
All Japanese Continue to Be Excluded
from the West Coast for the Dura-
tion?” Needless to say, Mr. Costello
maintained the affirmative. Needless to
say, he had the enthusiastic support of a
clear majority of the audience; while
what I had to say was greeted with
booes, catcalls, and -vehement hisses.
Little did I think then that this same
Congressman Costello, who, as 2 mem-
ber of the Dies Committee, had made
a business of evacuee-baiting, would be
decisively défeated on May 16, 1944,
for renomination to Congress. Also de-
feated, at the same election, for the
state Assembly, was an interesting
character by the name of Dr. John
Carruthers, director of the “Pacific
Coast Japanese Problem League.”
Making direct use of the so-called
“Japanese issue,” Dr. Carruthers failed
to win nomination to the state assembly
in the conservative Pasadena assembly
district. ‘The moral of this tale—and
other California Congressmen should
note it well—is that race-baiting is no
longer sure-fire political thunder in
California.
It would be foolish, however, to con-
clude from the results of the recent

primaries in California that the temper .

of public opinion in California on the
evacuee  problem  has  completely
changed. Other factors were unques-
tionably involved in the defeat of
Messrs. Costello and Carruthers; never-
theless it has become apparent that a
more favorable public opinion has begun
to develop. It is high time, for some
very real dangers still exist.

The Japanese Exclusion League—
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one of perhaps a dozen race-baiting or-
ganizations that have sprung into exis-

tence in California since the exclusion

of the Japanese—is now circulating an
initiative measure which, if enacted,

would make it virtually impossible for a

Japanese alien or a person of Japanese
ancestry to earn a living in California.
To get this measure on the ballot in
November 1944, the circtlators must
obtain 178,000 signatures to the peti-
tion. It would seem altogether likely
that the requisite signatures can be ob-
tained. Thus the “Japandse issue” is
likely to be directly involved in the
November elections in California, with
the Republicans, headed by Governor
Earl Warren, ballyhooing the issue for
all it is Worth

There is also evidence that the Re-
publicans, although somewhat dismayed
by Costello’s defeat, still believe that it
is sound -political strategy to manipulate
the Japanese issue. In alibiing the defeat
of Congressman Joe Starnes, in Ala-
bama, the Los Angeles Times, in per-
haps the silliest editorial of -the year,
stated that “‘according to James Sted-

man, chief investigator for the Dies

Committee, collections are being taken
in the relocation centers to form  a
gigantic fund to promote this effort (the
release of the evacuees) by defeating for
reelection those officials who have here-
tofore stood in the way.” (May 14,
1944). In other words, these impover-
ished Japanese-American evacuees in
the relocation centers are charged with
having raised a “gigantic fund” which
resulted in the defeat of Joe Starnes.
This is not prevarication: this is pure
fantasy, In a subsequent editorial alibiing
Costello’s defeat, the Times stated it
was the Congressman’s zeal in fighting
“Reds” and “the Jap spy ring” that
resulted in his defeat!

N ORDER to understand anti-Oriental

feeling on the West Coast it is
necessary to keep several factors in
mind. In the first place Oriental-baiting
has, in the past, been a highly profitable
political enterprise. It has unquestion-
ably paid good political dividends. Anti-
Japanese agitation, in particular, has
been exploited for purely political pur-
poses. Nothing whatever was accom-
plished by the years of intense anti-
Japanese agitation in California, except

v

the embitterment of the people of Japan
and a strengthening of the position of
the Japanese military. As a matter of
fact there is excellent reason to believe
that, over a long period of years, mili-
tary cliques in Japan deliberately made
use of the agitation in California for a
variety of purposes: to secure ever
larger military and naval appropriations; -
to lay the psychological foundation for
the idea of an eventual war against the
United States; as a diplomatic issue to
be used in negotiations with Washing-
ton, and for many related purposes.

Thus over a long period of years
these traditionally anti-Oriental groups
1n California were, knowmgly or un-
knowm<rly, serving the interests of
Japan as effectively as though they were
on a Japanese' payroll. The measures
they forced through in California—the
measures they forced the federal gov-
ernment to adopt—were purely dis-
criminatory in character. They were
never even intended to remedy particu-
lar situations or to deal with particular
problems. The purpose of these meas-
ures, and of the agitation for their
adoption, was to enhance the political
interests of the groups and organizations
that made a business of exploiting the
so-called “Japanese issue.” More than
the actual fear of competition, it was

this political aspect of anti-Japanese

agitation that accounts for the persist-
ence of anti-Japanese agitation in Cali-
fornia for over forty years.

It is also important to recognize that
this “anti” agitation has always been—
today as yesterday—oprimarily racial in
character. The alleged case against the
Japanese on the score that they con-
stituted “unfair economic competition”
was always so weak that the “‘anti”
forces had, by necessity, to fall back
upon so-called racial considerations.
With biological assimilation prevented
by the enactment of a miscegenation
statute in 1905, they then charged that
the Japanese “refused te assimilate.”
Since they refused to assimilate, they
should be excluded and eventually de-
ported. Of course there is no logic in this
position; but the professionsl anti-Ori-
ental agitators in California have never
been interested in logic or reason or fair
play. They are interested in politics.
What kept the issue alive after 1919,
and gave them a limited success in their
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agitation, was the very real fear of the
people of the aggressive direction of
Japanese militarism. As long as this fear
existed, it was relatively easy to deflect
hatred of Japan against local residents
of Japanese descent.

While mass evacuation of all persons
of Japanese ancestry was, in my opin-
jon, a harsh and utterly unwarranted
measuge, it did serve an important—if
unintended—purpose. Once all persons
of Japanese ancestry had been removed
from the area, it became difficult for the
“anti” groups to develop an issue. It is
hard to get people excited about a
minority that has vanished from the
scene. Consequently the bellicose anti-
Japanese orators were in the position of
a boxer fighting a phantom. It was for
this reason that these forces were mod-
erately quiet during 1942. But when
they began to realize that the War Re-
location Administration (WRA) in-
tended to release the loyal evacuees from
the centers, they launched, early in 1943,

a vicious, unprincipled, and nonsensical
assault upon this minority. In large part
this assault was intended as a “smear”
against the Roosevelt administration.
During 1943 there were two federal

investigations of the so-called “Japanese’

problem”; and at least five investiga-
tions by committees of the California
legislature.

. These committees investigated noth-
ing. Their purpose was to make head-
lines for the West Coast press, not to
investigate a problem. It was also their
purpose to stir up racial hatred. It is not
necessary to infer such a purpose. Con-
gressman Eberharter, in his intelligent
minority report as a member of the Dies
committee, has clearly pointed out how
that committee by its prejudiced pro-
cedures, its unfair methods, and its
demagogic techniques actually served to
arouse racial hatred. So thoroughgoing
was this hate campaign that it looked by
the end of 1943 as though it might be
developing real mass support in Cali-

“Portrait of Mrs. Burliuk,” by Marion Greenwood.
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fornia. When the people of a state read
nothing but lies about a particular issue
for over a year, and when this issue is
constantly agitated in the most un-
scrupulous manner, there is of course a
real danger that the lies may come to
be accepted as facts.

FORTUNATELY, however, this Hearst-

inspired agitation has backfired on
its proponents. The 1943 campaign was
so extravagant, so bombastic, so absurd,
that the people began to dismiss it as
dangerous nonsense. Moreover the pup-
pets of Mr. Hearst in this dirty business
were not content to libel the evacuees,
but began to smear every one who advo-
cated fair play, making promiscuous use
of such terms as “Jap lover” and “the
Kiss-a-Jap-a-Day-Boys” and so forth.
Highly respected clubwomen were haled
before the committees and brow-beaten
like arch criminals. Here again the anti-
Japanese groups went too far and, by
December 1943, a noticeable reaction
was apparent.

The more the people of California
began to read about the war activities
of the Japanese-Americans, of how the
all-Japanese unit at Camp Shelby had
purchased $100,000 in war bonds in a
single day, and of the courage shown
by the Japanese-American unit which
stormed the beaches at Salerno, the
more inclined they were to dismiss this
racist agitation as nonsense. They also
began to realize that this issue was being
used for purely partisan political pur-
poses. They began to note*also that Mr.
Hearst was using this campaign to divert
attention from the war in Europe and to
give the war in the Pacific the char-
acter, in his own words, of “a war of
Occidental races against Oriental races
for the domination of the world.” The
more these “anti” groups talked about
“mongrelization,” “racial purity,” and
“racial integrity,” the more they
sounded like Nazis. Larger sections of
the public began to detect in all this
sound and fury the echo of very familiar
Nazi doctrines. Powerful unity commit-
tees and anti-discrimination committees
had also been formed in California, such
as the Council for Civic Unity in Los
Angeles and the admirable Bay Area
Council Against Discrimination. By op-
posing racial discrimination these groups
had succeeded in educating a section of
the public on the use that can be made
of race as a social and political weapon.
People in California, catching the echo
of Congressman Rankin’s bitter denun-
ciation of the Negro, began to realize
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that such talk was essentially similar to
that indulged in by John Costello when
he discussed the “Japanese problem.”

Within the last year the “anti” groups
in California have assumed more and
more the character of crackpot organ-
izations. The ‘‘anti-Japanese” mass
meeting in Los Angeles held in May
was attended by only a handful of peo-
ple. The speakers were local ponentities.
Even most of the hack politicos stayed
away from the meeting in an obvious
effort to avoid becoming too closely
identified with the movement. At this
particular meeting one speaker painted
the usual picture of horror, bloodshed,
and disorder that would result if the
evacuees were permitted to return to
California. “Our boys,” he said, “will
kill every Jap on the streets after the
war unless something is done to keep
the Japs out of the country.” (“Japs” of
course refers to American citizens of
Japanese ancestry.)

Actually such a statement constitutes
a gross libel of the men in the armed
services. In the pages of the California
newspapers throughout the year have
appeared dozens of letters from men in
the armed services protesting against
this anti-evacuee agitation. Very eloquent
letters of this type have appeared not
only in T#me and other magazines, but
in small rural newspapers in California.
There is no reason whatever to think
that the men in the service would, upon
demobilization, engage in lynching sor-
ties against the evacuees. Nor is there
any reason whatever to think that there
would be “riots,” “bloodshed,” or “free
murder” on the part of California citi-
zens, if the Army should decide to per-
mit the evacuees to return. Nisei soldiers,
on furlough have been permitted for
some time to return to California. I have
talk with dozens of these men. Uni-
formly they report that they have en-
countered no hostility, no abuse, no un-
friendliness in California. On the con-
trary, they have been warmy received
by their old friends and have been hos-
pitably entertained in the various USO
canteens.

IN VIEW of the improved military situ-

ation in the Pacific it is time that the
Army lifted the ban against the return
of the evacuees to the West Coast.
Every person of Japanese ancestry in the
United States has by this time been in-
vestigated, indexed, cross-examined;
the disloyal have been segregated from
the loyal. Under these circumstances it
is difficult to conceive of any valid rea-
son that would justify the maintenance
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of this curious racial wall in America—
a wall which denies to American citizens
of unquestioned loyalty the right to set
foot in a particular section of the United
States—the section in which their homes
are located. The longer this racial bar-
rier exists, the more difficult will be its
removal. The longer it exists, the longer
will the antl-]apanese groups in Cali-
fornia have a bogus issue about which
they can pass resolutions, conduct mass
meetings, and engage in phoney racist
agitation. These groups do not repre-
sent rank-and-file opinion in California:
they represent themselves,

IT 1s folly to indulge in the assumption

that such groups can or should be
appeased. Every concession made to
them only results in stimulating further
demands. The government yielded to
their demands for mass evacuation only
to discover that they wanted mass de-
portation. Again let me emphasize: these
groups are not primarily concerned (if
they are at all concerned) with the
military security of the West Coast.
They want the Japanese-Americans
shipped back to Japan. They are not
even concerned, as they have repeatedly
admitted, with the question of the loyal-
ty of the Japanese-Americans. They
have consistently taken the position that
there can be no such animal as a loyal
Japanese-American; and that therefore
the whole question of loyalty is beside
the point. Their objection to this minor-
ity is essentially racial in character. The
very groups that were most vocal in
their demands for mass evacuation of all
persons of Japanese ancestry from the
West Coast—in the name of “military
necessity”’—were strenuously opposed
to the evacuation of a single person of
Japanese descent from the Hawaiian
Islands! How is it possible, therefore,
to take such bigotry seriously? Or to
pretend that these groups have a valid
position? Only a limited number of

‘Japanese were removed from Hawaii

(where the Japanese constitute thirty-
seven percent of the total population)
and there has been no trouble of any
character in the islands.

It is very important that the nature of
these anti-Japanese groups should be
clearly understood throughout the na-
tion. This necessity arises by reason of
two considerations: first, some of these
groups are sending speakers throughout
the country in an effort to spread their
point of view in an aggressive campaign;
and second, it seems likely that the
Army will lift the West Coast ban in
the near future. Recently General
Emmons, who handled the Hawaiian
situation so admirably, permitted a
limited number of evacuees to return.
Other categories may be added in the
near future. If the ban against return
to the West Coast were to be lifted, it
would probably mean that WRA could
get the remaining evacuees out of the
relocation centers before the end of the
war (except those in the Tule Lake
Center—the so-called ‘“‘segregants” or
“disloyal” evacuees) and would be able
to close all the other centers and liqui-
date as an organization.

Such a development would have im-
portant consequences in the Far East.
In a report from Chungking dated May
6, 1944, Wataru Kaji, an anti-mili-
tarist Japanese who has been working
among Japanese prisoners for the Chi-
nese government since 1938, pointed
out that our failure to differentiate be-
tween the Japanese people and the Jap-
anese militarists “plays into Tojo’s hands
and enables him to maintain his hold.”
Anyone who has read Israel Epstein’s
highly  important  dispatches - from
Chungking (for the Allied Labor News
Service) must realize that there is a
possibility, if only a possibility, of a revo-
lutionary upheaval in Japan before mili-
tary defeat. Whatever can be done,
therefore, to scotch the notion that the
war in the Pacific is racial in character,
may conceivably shorten the war. Even
those who believe that mass evacuation
was necessary, for military reasons, con-
cede that Japan has made effective use
of the measure as part of its prépaganda
throughout the Far East. By lifting the
ban on return to the West Coast, the
last restriction on American citizens of
Japanese descent will have been re-
moved. By lifting this ban before the
war is over we will have demonstrated
our confidence in the principles for
which we fight and, at the same time,
will have dealt racism in America still
another blow.
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By FRANCIS FRANKLIN

This is the first of two articles on the
contributions of Calvinism to American
democracy.

HEN John Quincy Adams con-

\x / fided his reactions to the Mis-

souri Compromise of 1820 to
his diary, he foresaw in a flash the whole
future course of American history for the
next half century. He foretold the seces-
sion of the Southern states, and won-
dered if in the long run it might not
prove a blessing; for in that event, he
declared, the Yankees would not sit
back on their rocks and take it. Southern
secession, he predicted, would be the
‘occasion for marching the Army into the
South for the sake of preserving the
Union. In that case, he asserted, mili-
tary necessity would result in the emanci-
pation of the slaves. Thus he concluded
that Southern secession would really
prove a blessing, for except through mili-
tary force he saw no chance of abolish-
ing slavery. If slavery was to become the
sword by which the Union would be
dissolved, by that same sword, he main-
tained, would slavery itself be destroyed
and the Union restored. Such an event,
he declared in his typically Calvinist
manner, was like all the workings of
Providence, awful to contemplate in its
beginning but glorious in its ending.

Thus the son of John Adams, who
served with Jefferson on the committee
that drafted the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, “surveyed the problems of the
future” and by the most brilliant dia-
lectical thinking, did so correctly.

John Quincy Adams, member of per-
haps the most continuously illustrious
family in American history, was a unique
figure in many respects, but also highly
representative of vast numbers of his
countrymen. He voiced in the period
of the rising anti-slavery conflict the tra-
dition of ’76. He had freed himself from
the violently anti-democratic outlook
which his father manifested while Presi-
dent. He had dramatically broken with
the Federalist Party in 1808 to take his
place in- the party of Jefferson. If he
became thé object of the Jacksonian at-
tack in 1828, it was largely due to the
maneuvers whereby certain politicians
placed him in office against the will of
the majority rather than to anything re-
actionary in his own program at the
time. :
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What made John Quincy Adams, re-
served New England Puritan and intel-
lectual, so typical of many of his fellow
Americans was that he voiced an earlier
form of the philosophy which was incor-
porated in the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, specifically that of Calvinism of
the Independent variety.

Calvinism was that current of Chris-
tian thought which has influenced our
country more definitely than any other
variety. Most of those who followed
Woashington into battle in ’76 followed
the Calvinist faith in one or other of its

 many forms rather than the materialist

philosophy of Jefferson. While mate-
rialism was popular among certain revo-
lutionary leaders, it was never accepted
by more than a tiny fraction of the popu-
lation as a whole. Far from becoming
more popular after the Revolution, ma-
terialist ideas tended to disappear to such
an extent that they played an even less
important role in our second revolution
during the Civil War and Reconstruc-
tion than in the first. It was under the
influence of the battle hymns of Calvin-
ism that the Union armies marched in
1861. Calvinism is still a vital force in
our country—even where the specific
forms of early Calvanism have disap-
peared.

HE Calvinists were attacked in the

seventeenth century for “Hebraiz-
ing” Christianity. It is well for Ameri-
cans whose greatest religious tradition is
Calvinist, to realize that the faith of their
fathers was attacked on anti-Semitic
grounds by the defenders of medieval-
ism. Just as anti-Semitism today is not
aimed simply at the Jewish people, but
at all democrats and all who love ele-
mental human decency, so in the seven-
teenth century it was not.aimed only at
Jews, but at all Calvinist Christians.
There were instances in antiquity of
course, as well as today, when 4/l Chris-
tians were the victims of anti-Semitism,
and it will take more than an analysis
of Calvinism to explain why the Berlin
Ministry of Propaganda some years ago
published a book entitled Jewish Bolshe-
vism in the New Testament. However,
our aim in this article is more restricted,
and we will find it more pertinent for an
understanding of specifically American
traditions to limit ourselves for the mo-
ment to the study of Calvinism alone,

OUR CALVINIST LEGACY

On the surface, it seems to be a far
cry from the fierce and in many
respects hideous doctrines of the French
theologiad, Jean Calvin, as they were
developed in sixteenth century Geneva,
to the democratic philosophy of the Dec-
laration of Independence, which is still
our philosophy in this greatest of all
liberating wars. Yet a certain connection
exists.

Calvin rejected as pagan the whole
Platonic-Aristotelian tradition which had
been incorporated in Christian doctrine
during the history of European feudal-
ism. He demanded in the most literal
sense that Christians go back to the Bible,

and rejected everything for which he :

found no sanction in the Bible itself. In
his interpretation of the scriptures, how-
ever, he focused attention on those teach-
ings which served the interests of the
rising mercantile bourgeoisie. Since he
found the patriarchal and priestly Mosaic
code more adaptable to his aims than the
ethics of the poor and oppressed as con-
tained in the early Christian gospel, he
was attacked by feudal reaction for re-
version to Judaism.

According to orthodox Calvinism,
men, as stewards of God, were trustees
of His property. ‘They served God when
they allowed the creative power of the
Lord to work freely through them as
His obedient servants. God’s creative
energy was revealed through man by
the multiplication of that wealth with
which each individual had been endowed
by his Lord. Hence industry, thrift, and
sobriety were the cardinal Calvinist vir-
tues. ‘This moral code of course was the
perfect expression of the productive
needs of a commodity producing eco-
nomy.

These teachings implied that the
feudal noblemen, the holders of the
greatest wealth, were endowed by God
with the greatest of all responsibilities.
If they allowed God’s law to work
through them by working soberly to in-
crease the wealth with which they were
entrusted, they became the most right-
eous and upright of all God’s servants.
Thus orthodox Calvinism put forward
no revolutionary program for the over-
throw of the feudal nobility. However,
the content of its teachings was definitely
aimed at the feudal structure of society.
The multiplication of wealth through
individual enterprise was no part of the
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feudal code. On the contrary, feudal
society was ‘maintained by hereditary
privilege.

Quoting St. Paul, Calvin declared in
his great Institutes of the Christian Re-
ligion that “The powers -that be are
ordained of God.” No matter how sin-
ful a prince might be, none of his crimes
could ever justify revolution. Thus Cal-
vin tried to convince Francis I of
France, to whom he dedicated his book,
that he need not fear the Calvinist faith.

However, there lay behind Calvin’s
assurances a threat. Never, said Calvin,
were the people justified in resisting an
evil prince, for God for his own aims
had given him power. However, God in
his own time would punish that sov-
eteign who defied the divine law.
Throughout history, God had known
how to smite down such rulers by
raising against them armies, who thus
wielded the sword of the Lord and ‘ex-
ecuted his avenging wrath. The germs
of revolutionary theory lay in that
threat, for the armies of which Calvin
spoke were composed of men.

Some princes were on their own ini-
tiative adopting the new and higher
bourgeois methods of commodity pro-
duction, and here and there an occasion-
al monarch accepted Calvinism and in
the course of time made it the official
state religion. These princes—very few
in number—represented a trend noticed
by Marx, who declared in the Commu-
nist Manifesto that, in times preceding
revolutionary crises, a small section of
the old ruling class goes over to the new
and rising class. Such princes received
the blessings of the new bourgeois
faith. ‘ '

There was absolutely no program of
democracy in early orthodox Calvinism.
Pointing to the Biblical quotation that
“Many are called, but few are chosen,”
the Calvinists asserted that wery few
were selected from among sinful men
to receive God’s grace. None deserved
it. All alike were by nature, as sons of
Adam, totally depraved and criminal at
heart. Rightfully, all inherited eternal
damnation in hell-fire. However, out of
his bountiful goodness, God had decided
to save a few from their well-deserved
fate. These were the “‘elect,” saved by
no virtue of their own, but through
God’s loving kindness. Only the elect
were regenerated. Thus they alone could
rule according to God’s law, and when
placed in power by God, that law re-
quired that they rule with a rod of iron.
Since the majority of men, including
new-born infants, were totally depraved,
nothing more blasphemous could be con-
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"The Linoleum Cut,” by Edith Glaser.

ceived than a government which granted
men liberty. Liberty was license for
criminals to run amok in society.

HOW could a prince know if he were

among the “elect” and thus if he
were ruling righteously? Only if he fol-
lowed “God’s law” and placed “the
saints,” God’s “true” church, in a posi-
tion of power. How, then, could a prince
determine who was among the “saints”?
This was relatively simple. Those who
were elected for salvation followed “the
law,” i.e., habits of industry, thrift, and
sobriety. This at once excluded those
noblemen who continued to follow the
feudal code. It opened the door for all
who toiled and accumulated. Thus, only
those enterprising men who by trade and
industry amassed property could ever

|

hope to be numbered among the elect.
According to orthodox Calvinism, those
whom God has elected for salvation he
smiles upon and blesses with ever-in-
creasing material prosperity.

Here was the perfect religion ‘of the
rising bourgeoisie. Its sword neatly cut
in two directions. Simultaneously it ex-
cluded from the number of the saints
both all the privileged feudal princes who
did not adopt bourgeois methods of pro-
duction and likewise all the poor. The
latter (in spite of statements to the con-
trary in the New Testament) were con-
demned as lazy and shiftless, blasphem-
ers against God, who in this earth must
be subjected to the merciless rule of the
elect (a bourgeois dictatorship) and in
the next to the eternal forments of
hell.
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Racism's Ugly Shadow

am FisH has notoriously big feet;

they performed the neatest trick of
the week when they not only succeeded
in getting into his own mouth, but also,
the other day, into that of his close-
lipped neighbor of Pawling and Albany.
When Representative Fish crassly in-
jected anti-Semitism into the political
campaign, he finally forced the GOP
standard bearer into a statement of re-
pudiation. Governor Dewey hafi sat
tight about Fish’s campaign until the
roar of protest gave him the idea that
he might lose votes: then he spoke out.
But his words did not encompass a re-
pudiation of his partner, Governor
Bricker, who had, at a revealing inter-
view at Pawling last week, admitted
that Gerald L. K. Smith’s votes were
okay with him. And even Henry Luce’s
editors cannot deny that the Detroit
fuehrer would yield to no man on anti-
Semitism. Nor can they protest that
Governor Dewey is ignorant of Gov-
ernor Bricker’s predilections: the GOP
presidential candidate sat at the side of
the vice presidential candidate when
Fuehrer Smith’s support was okayed.

To increasing millions of Americans
some facts were coming clear: that the
GOP program and perspectives had
drawn about the Republican -Party all
categories of fancy or dyed-in-the-wool
fascists and pro-fascists. Wendell Will-
kie underscored that when he offered to
defend the crusading playwright, Max-
well Anderson, if Representative Fish
sues the writer and his associates, now
waging a good fight to prevent Fish’s
reelection. Mr. Willkie saw the root of
the evil in Mr. Fish’s “narrow national-
ist views and associations.” These, he
pointed out, “are the inevitable pro-
ducers of anti-Semitism and a dozen
other perils of democracy.” If Mr. Will-
kie delicately prefers to call Mr. Fish’s
position “narrow nationalism,” that’s
okay with us; we would use stronger
terms.

The New York Times interpreted
Mr. Willkie’s words pretty accurately,
we feel, when it said, Sunday, that the
Willkie statement “carried the clear im-
plication that Governor Dewey’s action
in repudiating Mr. Fish for injecting the
racial issue into the campaign had not
really struck at the root of the contro-
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versy.” The roots of the controversy lie
in the GOP program, both in its ex-
plicit as well as implicit expression.

To obfuscate the issue, then, is thé
primary aim of the GOP tacticians.
And last week Mr. Dewey indicated
his strategy when he toilsomely dragged
the issue of states rights forward while
the national GOP chairman Herbert
Brownell yammered on with his Red-
baiting. Mr. Dewey is scheduled to
make a swing around the country, con-
sulting with the Republican governors,

and mapping out the campaign he hopes .

will put him into the White House next
November. Things are evidently not too
happy within the ranks of the Republi-
can setup. Turner Catledge, the New
York Times political observer, indicated
that in a Washington dispatch last Sun-
day when he said that Mr. Dewey had
“got off on the wrong foot with a num-
ber of the governors and had left a bad
impression with them. According to the
reports some of them thought him aloof
and haughty.” And, undoubtedly, some
of them are feeling the displeasure of
growing numbers of Republican voters
with the double-talk and pernicious prac-
tices of the GOP bigwigs.

No Cheer for the Enemy

IT 1s most refreshing, after all the

foregoing, to turn to Vice President
Wallace’s advice to the Democratic
State Platform Convention in his home
state, Iowa, last week. His was a warn-
ing that a Republican victory would
hearten the enemy, “would inevitably
give hope to the wrong elements in Ger-
many and Japan.” Contrary to the di-
visive counsels of the Republican Party
leadership, Mr. Wallace strikes out for
greater national unity. “The Republican
Party,” he notes, “and its organs of pub-
licity have already tried to separate the
farmer and the worker.” He urges the
Democrats to bring the “farmer and
the worker together on a liberal, con-
structive platform.” And those within
the folds of the Democratic Party who
combat such a program “are Republi-
cans wearing false faces.”

He counsels the Democrats that their
“fundamental thesis” be “unity betweep
the farmer and the worker,” and to con-

trast that unity with “the Republican
thesis of hatred between farmer and
worker.”

"These are words of wisdom; wisdom
that should be fully understood by every-
body in the win-the-war camp—in the
ranks of organized labor as well as
within the Democratic Party. His thesis
will win the Republican voters who are
heart-sick at the defeatist, divisive spec-
tacle of the GOP leadership.

Knocking Them Off

THE most inveterate white suprema-

cist in the Senate, hence the most
bitterly anti-Roosevelt Democrat there,
has been defeated by a man who cam-
paigned as a pro-FDR candidate. It is
not difficult to imagine Sen. E. D. (Cot-

ton Ed) Smith’s jowls quivering with-

rage when the returns came in. Gov.
Olin D. Johnston-of South Carolina, a
former cotton mill hand in a state where
one-fifth of the electorate (white) is a
textile vote, outstripped him with a big
lead though three other candidates were
in the race. Smith, backed by private
power and textile interests in the state,
had reached new gutter levels in his
campaign speeches extolling white su-
premacy. On the same day Rep. J. W.
(Bill) Fulbright, who achieved distinc-
tion last year for introducing the Ful-
bright resolution for postwar interna-
tional collaboration, received a plurality
over Sen. Hattie Caraway and two more
formidable opponents, including the re-
actionary Eldorado oil man, Col. T. H.

Barton. As he didn’t win a clear ma-

jority, however, a run-off will be held
between Fulbright and Gov. Homer

Adkins. Fulbright is the freshman con-

gressman who handled Rep. Clare Luce
so well after her maiden (Globaloney)
speech last year,

Negroes who had been able to regis-
ter, difficult enough in itself in Arkansas,
and had succeeded then in getting offi-
cials to accept their poll taxes, did vote
in the primary. Negroes voted in Texas
and even organized a Democratic pre-
cinct convention. Not so-in South Caro-
lina, where a law remains on the statutes
—it was carried- out until the white pri-
mary was instituted in 1938—that if
you are a2 Negro you can vote—provid-
ing you voted for Wade Hampton in
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1876 or your father voted for Wade
Hampton! ,

To these signs of rising progressivism
in the South must be added the defeat
of the feudal aristocrat Dick Kleberg
of Texas on the same day (the Kleberg
family owns the world’s largest ranch)
and the earlier defeat of Rep. Joe
Starnes of Alabama, Dies committee
member and Roosevelt-hater. Then
there were the victories of Senators
Claude Pepper and Lister Hill. And of
course Martin Dies’ decision not to run,
and that of Sen. Robert Reynolds of
North Carolina, were a direct outcome
of the progress of the war against the
Axis and the inevitable accompaniment
of democratic forces unloosed in a peo-
ple’s war. Meanwhile the Southern Con-
ference for Human Welfare has de-
nounced the Texas Electoral College
plot of anti-Roosevelt forces as a “sneak
attack upon the democracy for which
our boys are fighting and dying” and
“treason.”

Warning to Argentina

ELDOM, if ever, have stronger words
been applied to a nation with whom
the United States is not at war than
those used by Mr. Hull in summarizing
the position of the United States with
regard to the government of Argentina.
They may be taken as the measure of
the gravity with which we view the
threat to hemisphere security and to the
war effort of ourselves and our neigh-
bors emanating from the fascist clique
in Buenos. Aires.

"The Secretary of State notes that “at
this most critical moment in the history
of the American Republics” Argentina
has taken steps “which have resulted in
tremendous injury to the Allied cause.”
He points out that Argentina “has de-
liberately .violated the pledge taken
jointly with its sister republics to co-
operate in support of the war against
the Axis powers, and in thus deserting
the Allied cause has struck a powerful
blow at the whole system of hemispheric
cooperation.” Argentina, furthermore,
“has openly and notoriously been giving
affirmative assistance to the declared
enemies of the United Nations.” The
body of the State Department statement
goes on to document in detail and in
concrete terms these accusations.

This is not simply the case of the
United States against Argentine fascism.
It is the case of nearly all the republics
of this hemisphere and the case of the
majority of the people in all the twenty-

one nations. It represents the sentiments -

and interests of the people of Argentina
NM  August 8, 1944
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Battle for 'I'he‘New York Gl's

THE unfamiliar sound of Gov. Thomas E. Dewey’s voice made itself

heard once again last week as the battle to ensure the ballot to
New York’s fighting citizens raged into the open. The sound was
canned, as suited the sentiments, in a one-minufe record, made by
Duane Jones, advertising agency, and consisted of a special message
from the governor on “how simple it is for servicemen to vote”—not
how urgent it is to get ballots to our fighting men, not warnings
about the time it takes for an application to be answered and a ballot
to be sent out and forwarded to the GI who is to mark it, and be
returned by November 3, the state deadline—but just “how simple it
is for servicemen to vote.”

This was Dewey’s second open response to the many pleas, reso-
lutions, and petitions that he act to simplify the highly complicated New
York State ballot law. In the first and only other response he
showed his real concern by charging a campaign of “deceit” against
those who urged the acceptance of the federal ballot and liberalization
of the state law. But while the Albany sphinx tries his best to say as
little as possible on such crucial matters, his friends in the state apparatus
are carrying the banners high against the GI’s and their co-fighters.
After Mr. Dewey’s protests that New York did not.need the federal

ballot and that its own law was the “model of simplicity,” President

Joseph Curran of the National Maritime Union asked for a specific
ruling on the eligibility of merchant seamen under the state law. (Mer-
chant seamen, USO, Red Cross, and OWTI personnel overseas are
provided for equally with GI’s under the federal ballot provisions.)
Mr. Dewey’s attorney general, Nathaniel Goldstein, ruled that they
were not members of the armed services. And the bipartisan State War

Ballot Commission considering’ motions to count federal ballots from

servicemen and to grant votes to merchant seamen and other over-
seas non-military personnel defeated the motions two to two. The two
Republicans voted against, and one of them was William T. Simpson,
the chairman, who thinks that the GI’s don’t want to vote anyway,
and all this stir about war ballots is just “a fad.” (The state

American Labor Party through its secretary-has labeled him unfit for

his post and publicly demanded his ouster.) The ruling also came in the
face of a direct request on the part of the National Lawyers Guild to
construe the ballot as applicable to merchant seamen. Mr. Dewey
hasn’t yet explained how simple the ballot is for the maritime men;
they simply won’t vote. :

This is what the Dewey men want. This is a cheap strategy to
keep down the votes for FDR—they know who has stood up for the
GPD’s rights in this war. But the battle is not yet over. The actions of
the Dewey men have brought on overwhelming protests. The State
ALP has charged the governor with wanton failure to use the State
War Council for this or other war emergencies. The New York CIO
Industrial Union Council and the Citizens Non-Partisan Committee
for the Soldiers’ Vote have not only made public statements against the

rulings, but are fighting vigorously to see that as few ballots as possible

are lost in the labyrinthine procedures of the present law. The distribu-
tion of ballot applications is being carried out on street corners, through
unions, through clubs, from.door to.door, and Governor Dewey is still
being pressed to use powers of the State War Emergency Act to
straighten all these matters out. Even the networks, presented with Mr.
Dewey’s one-minute record, were at a loss to ‘use it; they had already
scheduled and had been running soldiers’ vote material for some time.
And your voice, dear reader, might help to turn the tide and persuade
Mr. Dewey and his advisers that a last-minute change of tactic would
be less difficult to explain than deliberate sabotage of express pro-
visions of the United States Constitution.

I
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as much as it does those of North Amer-
icans, Uruguayans, Cubans, or Mexi-
cans. And the opinions set forth have
been arrived at in consultation with the
governments of these other nations. The
State Department summary crystallizes
the demand of the entire hemisphere
that Argentine fascism be more and
more isolated until it is crushed.

There has been much speculation in
the press as to whether this strongly
worded statement implied other steps in
preparation. There has been a good deal
of talk of sanctions, whereby Argentine
trade would be gradually cut off. unti
the Farrell-Peron clique had been stifled
out of existence. We have no way of
knowing what the plans are but we do
know that whatever is done will be un-
dertaken jointly with our friendly Latin

American neighbors and will in all likeli-
hood involve Great Britain as well. There
is no danger, whatsoever of the United
States embarking upon a self-defeating

unilateral policy. We know, too, that

our moves, taken multilaterally, will be
more than welcomed by the democratic
people of Argentina who constitute the
great mass of the population. Under
these circumstances we can see nothing
but good resulting from the speediest
and strongest possible commercial meas-
ures being initiated against Hitler’s
beachhead on this side of the Atlantic.

In the Forefront

1eut. GEN. LEsLEy James Mc-
Nair went down in the new Allied
«offensive just opened on St. Lo—went

HITLER'S LAST TRUMP

By MAJOR GENERAL M. GALAKTIONOV

This last week the Eastern and VWestern
Fronts of the European theater have
seen the continuing sweep of the Red
Armies from the Baltic to the Carpa-
thians, and in Normandy the Allied
breakthrough of the German defenses
for a smashing coordinated drive of ma-
jor proportions. Orders of the Day from
Marshal Stalin have announced the fall
of Duinsk, Bialystok, Lvov, Stanislov,
Jaroslav, Przemysl, and Brest Litovsk.
General Bagramian’s first Baltic Army
has at the present writing pushed to
within twenty-five miles of the gulf of
Riga, with the prospect of trapping
200,000 to 300,000 Germans in Es-
tonia and Latvia. Marshal Rokossov-
sky’s men are fighting in the suburbs of
Warsaw and General Chernyakhou-
sky’s 3rd White Russian Army has
tramped seven miles into what Nazis
call German soil—the Suwalki trian-
gle, annexed by the Germans in 1939,
but only twenty-four miles from the old
borders of East Prussia proper, the
homeland.of the Junkers.

In France the Allies have begun a
push which is edging the western jaw
of the Teheran wvise closer on Hitler.
An advance by the Americans on the
west flank of the Normandy front has
crashed through German defenses, tak-
ing the big towns of Brehal, Gavray,
and Percy, bypassing the port of
Granville, and has taken Avranches.
Three German divisions. have. been
wiped out north of Coutances, and the
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British have opened up a new attack on
a seven-mile fromt in the Caumont sec-
tor. The files of wrecked wvehicles
—tanks, half tracks, armored cars—and
the sizable bags of prisoners are evidence
of the growing trouble in which the
Nazis have begun to find themselves in
the west as well as the east. This good
news remforces the argument, of Maj.
Gen. Galaktionov below in his appraisal
of warious factors which play their
part in the execution of the United Na-
tions military strategy in Europe.—The
Editors.

in Soviet Byelorussia and Soviet

Lithuania, the capture of Cher-
bourg and Caen by the American and
British forces in Normandy and the suc-
cessful Allied advance in Italy are fac-
ing German strategy with unsolvable
problems and are revealing its obvious
bankruptcy. The war is nearing Ger-
many’s frontiers, presaging Hitlerism’s
utter defeat. '

In its search for a way out of the
situation, Goebbels’ department resorted
to a piece of mystifying jugglery which
is worthy of a place among the most emi-
nent instances of circus clownery. This
item on Goebbels’ program bears the
motto, “The worse the ‘better.”” The
Red Army is advancing, the Allies have
landed in Normandy—well, all the bet-
ter. The German-fascist charlatans are
doing their utmost to prove that every-

THE Red Army’s mighty offensive

down, in the words of General Mar-
shall, “in the forefront of the attack.”
An unscratched veteran of the last war,
McNair got it in this one. One of the
“big four” of the US Army, in 1943
he was wounded in Tunisia, on a battle-
field inspection trip, after a splendid
record as Chief of the Army Ground
Forces. .

His insistence in troop training,
which has borne out its correctness on
the fields of Normandy, was ‘“battle
conditioning.” You had to hate in order
to fight, to kill, your enemy.

The sixty-one-year-old general was
killed defending this principle. He is the
only US officer of his rank to have died
in combat during the present war.
Salute to a general who took his with

the GI Jims.

thing is going swimmingly and that the
loss of territory which the German army
seized at the cost of such immense sacri-
fice is all to the advantage of the Ger-
mans.

This is the leitmotiv of the German
radio broadcasts. On June 28, for ex-
ample, the German Information Bureau
through its reviewer Hallensleben de-
clared that the Germans had surrendered
all too little—*“It wouldn’t be amiss to
sacrifice more than Rome, Cherbourg
or Vitebsk.”

Since then it is true the German army
has gone a long way in the direction of
the meeting of this wish: On the Soviet-
German front the Germans lost Orsha,
Minsk, Polotsk, Baranovichi, Molodech-
no, Kovel, Lida, Slonim, Luninets, Vil-
nius, Pinsk, Volkovysk, Idritsa and so on
and so forth, while in Normandy they
have lost Caen.

In the early part of July a German-
fascist newspaper published in Stuttgart
assured its readers that Germany was
ready to repel the Allies’ converging at-
tack and declared, “We have abandoned
our positions situated far from our bord-
ers in order to inflict annihilating de-
feat on our enemies in the West.” But
it is obvious to anybody in his right mind
that when the Germans are compelled
under the Red Army blows to abandon
Soviet territory and at the same time
lose hundreds of thousands of their men,
this is in no way calculated to strengthen
their defenses in the west, still less to
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enable them to inflict “annihilating de-
feat” on their enemies there.

The aim of the Nazi counterfeiters is
obvious. The first concern is to “explain”
to the blockheaded Germans why the
German army is sustaining defeaf on the
Soviet-German front. But at the same
time it is a subtle game intended to
provoke certain circles of the Allied
countries to start a discussion to the ad-
vantage of the Germans as to which
European war theater is more important,
the east or the west.

The Germans are anxiously trying
to make out that the eastern and western
theaters have very much the same rela-
tive significance in this war as in the
first World War. They are obviously
banking on the military ignorance of
their auditors. The strategic signifi-
cance of any particular theater is de-
termined in the final count not by
geography, but by the relative strength
of the forces engaged in that theater. On
the Western Front in the first World
War were the French army—which re-
mained the biggest force on that front
_right to the end of the war—and the
British, American, and Belgian armies.
Consequently, Germany maintained her
main forces on the Western Front.

However, even in the first World
War the view that the Western Front
was the chief front was not held unani-
mously by the German command. Un-
like Falkenhayn, his rivals Ludendorff
and Hindenburg held the opinion that
the Eastern Front was the chief front.
The tenth volume of the German official
history of the war criticizes Falkenhayn’s
strategy and supports the opinion of Lu-
dendorff and Hindenburg concerning
the relative values of the fronts. This
conflict of opinion was a reflection of the
fact that in a war on two fronts both
fronts were fraught with mortal danger
for Germany.

In this second World War the stra-
tegic situation has shaped up “differ-
ently” from the first. For three years the
Soviet-German front has been not only
the chief front but the only front against
Germany on the European continent.
And it was on this front that Germany
held and is still holding her main forces.
The defeats inflicted by the Red Army
on Germany were sustained not by mi-
nor forces, but by the main forces of
the German army, and precisely for
that reason they have brought Germany
to the verge of disaster.

The Teheran decisions, as we know,
envisaged relentless and concerted blows
by the Allies from the west, east and
south, designed to bring about the swift
and complete defeat of Germany. How
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Soviet cartoonist Boris Efimov

Plenipotentiary Goebbels "We are now taking deep cufting measures, courugeously.
even recklessly. .

important it is that the blows should be
concerted needs no emphasis. Only con-
certed blows delivered with every ounce
of power will compel Germany to dissi-
pate her troops, and predetermine her
early and complete defeat in the final
and most strenuous stage of the war.

It was in pursuance of this plan of,

concerted attacks that the troops of our
allies carried out that admirable landing
on the Normandy coast. Having firmly
consolidated their beachhead they seized
the large ocean port of Cherbourg and
then the inland port of Caen, which
makes it possible to expedite the landing
of still larger forces capable of develop-
ing large-scale offensive operations in
the west European theater. And when
the Germans so zealously moot the ques-
tion as to which theater is more import-
ant, the west or the east, they thereby
only betray their fear of concerted blows
by the powerful Allied forces in the
main strategical areas,

It should be said that the artifices of

the Nazi charlatans have so far borne
little fruit. The Allied press speaks with
the highest appreciation of the victories
gained by the Red Army in its offensive
in Byelorussia and Lithuania. All signs
go to show that the public of the Allied
countries is fully alive to the necessity of
uniting and straining to the utmost the
efforts of all the armed forces against
the Hitler coalition for the defeat of
Germany. .

Only a few dissonant voices are to be
heard in the general chorus of apprecia-
tion of the interdependence of the blows
struck at Germany from different direc-
tions. Such dissonance is to be detected
chiefly in those rare cases when news-
papers believe or pretend to believe the
Germans’ assertions that the German
troops are being transferred from the
east to the west. An instance of such
“credulity” is furnished by the London
Evening News which in an editorial on
July 3 wrote: “What can Hitler do?

He denuded the Vaterland Line by

19



transferring tanks from Russia to Nor-
mandy. He cannot send them back
again.”

Clearly such idle reflections on the
supposed transfer of Germans to Nor-
mandy are little calculated to facilitate
the clear realization of the tasks con-
fronting the Allied armies in the various
theaters of Europe. That is just what
the Hitlerites are after when they ly-
ingly assert the Germans are transfer-
ring troops to the west and for that rea-
son are surrendering Byelorussian and
Lithuanian territory.

One meets with other statements in
the press of the Allied countries which
equally militate against the correct un-
derstanding of questions and are only
«calculated to play into the enemy’s hands.
For instance, one positively cannot agree
with the opinion of the military reviewer
of the London Daily Telegraph and
Morning Post who on July 3 wrote that
because of its dimensions and great op-
portunities for maneuvering, the Russian
front was the dynamic front and in
relation to it other fronts were only sub-
sidiary.

It is not clear why the Soviet front
should be the only dynamic front, and
what there is to prevent the other fronts

*

from being so. If what is true is the
extent of our war theater, there is plenty
of space for large-scale maneuvering in

the west as well. It is common knowl-

edge that the abundance of first-class
roads in the West European theater is
even an advantage for broad maneuver-
ing by armed forces of the modern type.

It is significant, now that the Allies
have successfully invaded Northern
France, that the Hitlerites’ last hope is
that hostilities in the west will develop
in such a way as to make that front a
“subsidiary” and “non-dynamic” front.
Characteristic in this respect was the
review of the situation broadcast on July
4 by Hallensleben, who betrayed the
Germans’ most cherished hopes when he
said, “In the four weeks since the inva-
sion the enemy has failed to create a
really effective front against Germany
in the west. This becomes clear when we
consider what the situation of the Ger-
man high command would have been in
the summer of 1917, and how Ger-
many’s prospects would have been as-
sessed then, if instead of a land front
stretching from Switzerland to the
North Sea there had been only a narrow

-Anglo-American beachhead in Nor-

mandy.”

By
Dr. A. Penzik

So that is what the Germans are
dreaming of. But the hope is as ground-
less as all their earlier hopes, which have
been completely exploded. The Allies in
Normandy and Italy have already given
some first-class éxamples of dynamic
maneuvering. The capture of Rome and
Cherbourg was the result of such man-
euvering. There can be no doubt that
when the main forces of the army of
invasion are brought into action, we will
witness more outstanding examples of
operational and strategical maneuvering
in the West European theater, and the
Hitlerites’ last hope will then suffer a
fiasco.

Powerful and concerted blows from
the west, east and south are the only
guarantees that the present culminating
phase of the war will not be unduly pro-
tracted. Struck at the heart of Germany,
these blows will rapidly lead to the vic-
torious end of the war. The Hitlerite
clique, fully aware of where their doom
lies, are trying by miserable artifices to
postpone the inevitable end. This will
not save them from the stern retribution
which is fast moving down upon them.

From the Soviet Information Bulletn
tssued by the Soviet Embassy.

MIKOLAJCZYK IN MOSCOW

With the news that Stanislaw Miko-
lajczyk, premier of the Polish govern-
ment in exile, has flown from London
to Moscow, interest in the Polish situ-
ation has grown to white-heat in the
world’s capitals. We are therefore glad
to present the views in this guest edi-
torial of Dr. A. Penzik, former chair-
man of the Polish Labor Group in the
United States, and who was one of the
leaders of the Polish Socialist Party in
Poland. Dr. Penzik is the author of
“The Future Government in Poland”
which recently received widespread in-
ternational comment.

“Y's RECONCILIATION possible between
I the so-called Polish government in

exile and the recently created Polish
‘Committee of Liberation in Poland? I
will answer that question immediately.
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Yes, it is possible. How and under what
conditions I’ll try to explain later. I find
it necessary first to present a true pic-
ture of the present Polish situation,
which so greatly imperils Allied unity,
and I will try to analyze the plight and
the legal status of the Polish govern-
ment in London.

There are at present two Polish gov-
ernments and each of them claims the
right to govern and administer the lib-
erated territory of Poland. The body in
London claims to be a legal govern-
ment, basing its ostensible right to gov-
ern on the so-called Constitution of

1935. The other government, the Com-
mittee of National Liberation in Chelm,
Poland, repudiates the legality of  the
government in London and of the 1935
Constitution, and claims to possess the
right to rule temporarily in Poland, not
de jure but de facto. '

The Polish government in exile was
created 1n France according to the pro-
visions of the Constitution of 1935. The
former president, Moscicki, who him-
self was elected by the Polish parliament
according to the provisions of the Con-
stitution of 1921, designated Mr.
Raczkiewicz then appointed as successor
to the presidency and resigned his office.
Raczkiewicz then appointed another
successor to the presidency in case of his
death, resignation, or inability to hold
office. The present government was also
appointed by him.
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The so-called Constitution of 1935
has never become law. It was voted in
the parliament as a resolution express-
ing the desire to change the previous
Constitution of 1921. None of the re-
quirements for changing the Constitu-
tion of 1921 according to Article 125

were met. Nevertheless she Sanacja .

clique which possessed the power in the
country imposed this resolution as a
* Constitution upon the people and de-
clared the Constitution of 1921 as non-
valid. The Constitution of 1921 has not
provided for the appointment of a suc-
cessor to the presidency. In case of death
or resignation of the president, the
speaker of the Sejm (the Marshal)
alone was to hold office until a new
president was elected.

As the London government is not
based on the provisions of the only legal
and binding constitution, that of March
17, 1921, its claim for legality cannot
be justified. Except Raczkiewicz, Sosn-
nowski, and Strassburgher, who are
Pilsudski followers, none of the mem-
bers of the Polish government in exile
have ever in Poland recognized even the
Constitution of 1935 as legal and bind-
ing.

There is no doubt that the Commit-
tee of National Liberation actually has
power in territories liberated by its army
with the help of the Red Army. It is
worth mentioning that the thirteen
members of the committee who lived
under the German occupation were al-
ways in close contact with the Polish
people. Only seven members lived in
exile. It is at least as representative as
the government in exile. If a plain
farmer, Mikolajcszyk, can be prime min-
ister and a former farm worker, Kwa-
pinski, can be a vice-prime minister, why
should it not be suitable for a white-
collar worker, Morawaski, to be the
chairman of the committee and for a
farmer, Witos, and a writer, Wasilew-
ska, to be vice-chairman?

We must not forget that the com-
mittee has been recognized as the de
facto government of Poland by one of
the great allies and that treaties similar
to that concluded with the Czechoslo-
vak government have been signed by
the Soviet government and the Com-
mittee of National Liberation. The
.Polish government in London has not
signed any agreement with the govern-
ments of the United States or Great
Britain containing and commitments on
the side of the Polish people. Both the
government and the committee com-
mand armies and guerrillas. Each claims
that its forces are larger. The army un-
der General Rola, member of the Com-
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GOP Doubletalk.

mittee of National Liberation, unques-
tionably does real fighting in Poland
and there is no doubt that this army is
much larger than that under General
Sosnkowski’s command. The size of
both guerrilla forces is not known and
cannot at present be estimated with cer-

. tainty.

Knowing these facts wg can better
consider the possibility of a reconciliation
of the two rival Polish governments,
neither of which is in reality based on
binding Polish law, namely the pro-
visions of the Constitution of March

17, 1921.

»

HE principal condition for a recon-

ciliation and understanding between
the rivals is the solemn repudiation of the
so-called Constitution of 1935. Its ex-
istence and recognition is intended to
pave the way to power for the Pilsudski
camp (Sanacja) in liberated Poland.
The spokesman of Sanacja in the
United States, Colonel Matuszewski,
understands this best and therefore he
is the most ardent advocate of the legal-
ity of that constitution. He knows that
the president on the basis of this con-
stitution possesses “uniform and indi-
visible power.” He also knows that the
constitution and election regulations
based on it can be changed only by the
parliament (Sejm and Senate). Presi-
dent Racziewicz, as mentioned above,
was one of the outstanding leaders of
the* Pilsudski camp in Polond. The
same is true of the commander in chief,
General Sosnkowski. Colonel Matus-
zewski also knows that the last parlia-
ment in Poland consisted of members
of the Sanacja alone, because with fas-
cist regulations governing election pro-
cedures, no other party was able to nom-
inate candidates for parliament. Such a

parliament will naturally
not change the constitu-
tion and such regulations
in the democratic fashion.
President Raczkiewicz
after his arrival in Poland
could and would dissolve
the present government

¢headed by Mr. Miko-
lajezyk and appoint 2
government of his own
followers, just as the °
former President Mos-
cicki did in the past. This
apparent danger must be
completely eliminated by
the repudiation of the so-
called Constitution of
1935.

The next move should
be the dissolution of both the govern-
ment in exile and the Committee of Lib-
eration, the formation in its place of a
provisional government in: Poland. The
membership of this government should
include those members of the govern-
ment in exile who are sincere democrats
and who seek true friendship and coop-
eration between Poland and the Soviet
Union, in addition to the great majority
of the members of today’s Committee
of National Liberation. The majority in
the provisional government should con-
sist of persons who have lived under
German occupation in Poland. There
should be no obstacles to the creation of
this provisional government on the basis
of the Constitution of 1921, and the
presidency should for instance be given
to Mr. Mikolajczyk, with Mr. Moraw-
ski as prime-minister. The prestige of
both men will in this way be preserved.

Soriano

Such a government will unquestion-
ably have the support of the overwhelm-
ing majority of the Polish people, and
will be recognized by the United Na-
tions, without exception.

The first action of the provisional
government should be the recognition of
treaties concluded by the Committee of
National Liberation as valid and bind-
ing. This government should then dis-
miss Generals Sosnkowski and Anders
and their followers in the ranks of the
Polish army, and effect a fusion of both
the Polish armies in Poland and abroad,
and the underground fighters within the
country.

If Mikolajczyk went to Moscow with
unlimited “power of attorney” and will
fully understand that this is the only
chance of bringing his government to-
gether with the Committee of National
Liberation—a reconciliation can and
will be achieved.
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Mr. Dewey, Get Busy

The following is an open letter to Gow.
Tkomas E. Dewey by Marcel Scherer, re-
conversion coordiniator of District 4, United
Radio, Electrical, and Mackhine Workers.

To GovERNOR DEWEY: We in the labor
movement, along with all other citizens,
are interested in your announcement that “re-
conversion” will be a major point in your
campaign. You plan a visit to Pittsburgh on
July 31 “to unite the Republican Party in
its approach to the problem of reconverting
the country’s industry from war to peace
production.” You must admit that this is a
problem of critical importance to eleven
million men and women returning from the
armed services, and to millions more in the
war industries.”

Basic to a solution of this gigantic prob-
lem is how you and your party propose to
deal with the human side of reconversion.
In a word, that means what you are going
to do now to provide for a total of fifty-five
_ million workers in the armed services and in
the industries, especially those who are being
thrown out of work suddenly by cutbacks and
contract terminations; how you are going to
take care of these men and women during
the period of reconversion and in the post-
war period.

Your state administration has already
spoken out on this question. It has gone to
the trouble of advising our federal govern-
ment what should be done, and we cannot help
but wonder whether this advice is going to
be the basis of your Pittsburgh discussion.

About a month ago, your administration
was afforded the opportunity of testifying
before the “Special Committee on Postwar
Economic Policy and Planning” of the United
States Senmate. You chose as your spokesman
a Republican leader who is closest to the prob-
lem of the needs and care of workers thrown
out of work. I refer to Mr. Milton O. Loy-
sen, Executive Director, New York State De-
partment of Labor, Division of Placement
and Unemployment Insurance, a man whose
position is such as to make him most sensitive
to the needs of workers now being thrown
out of work. This Senate Committee Hearing
was vitally concerned with getting the testi-
mony of such State Administrators. In open-
ing the hearing, the committee chairman Sen.
Walter F. George confirmed this: “We desire
to hear from state administrators and gov-
ernors on the question of the unemployment-
compensation fund, and the suggested changes
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for the recomversion period following the
cessation of hostilities.

Director Loysen, the representative of your
administration, minced no words. He vigor-
ously opposed any proposals to increase the
unemployment insurance benefits that are in
the Kilgore bill S 1893 or even in the Mur-
ray-George bill. We will let Director Loysen
speak for himself:

“I am opposed to any plan of supplemen-
tation of state unemployment compensation
systems through subsidy by the fedgral gov-
ernment. I do not see any demonstrated need
for it at this time or in the foreseeable
future.

“This is not the time for making guaran-
tees of doles to workers nor to set up the
machinery for economic collapse. To put such
contracts on the books now—and to make it
last for two years or any other substantial
period—would be an invitation to masses of
people on the fringe of the labor market and
to all the lazybones in the country to relax
and draw their ‘rocking chair’ money.

«It is my further opinion that the kind of
benefits set up in the Kilgore proposal, up to
eighty percent of the normal rate of earn-
ings, would set up a resistance, prior to com-
plete reconversion, in the recruitment of war
workers and would tend to increase labor
turnover- while the war is still being waged.”
HOW can you and the other Republican

Party leaders expect to keep our war
industries going at top speed now that cut-
backs have hit us, when the devoted and hard-
working war workers and discharged service-
men who are thrown out of work are to be
treated as “lazybones” out to draw their
“rocking chair” money? Such a stand is not
only an unwarranted insult to our discharged
soldiers and to our patriotic war workers
who have wrought miracles on the production
lines, but must lead to chaos, dissatisfaction,
and civil strife. Reconversion, next to win-
ning the war, is the most pressing problem
of the day. In fact, reconversion is an in-
separable part of the task of winning® the
war, quickly and overwhelmingly.

The human side of reconversion demands
action now, with a just treatment of the mil-
lions who have gallantly served our nation
on the fighting fronts and on the home front.
The test of whether these Americans are go-
ing to get jobs and what kind of jobs they
may expect from you and your party is going
to be in the treatment you plan to give them

from the very moment that they lost their
jobs because of cutbacks, until they obtain
permanent jobs in civilian goods production.
Director Loysen rejects the Kilgore bill pro-
visions for interim placement benefits of
twenty to thirty-five dollars per week during
the entire period of unemployment during our
complex days of reconversion. He clings des-
perately to the present inadequate unemploy-
ment compensation benefits of ten to eighteen
dollars per week, for a very limited period,
and this even though it is obvious to all that
the cost of living has soared sky-high, under
existing war conditions.

 Talk of reconversion, while ignoring the
human side of reconversion, is no reconver-
sion at all—it is a sure path to chaos and
crisis that is bound to come, not after the
war is over, but right now in the very midst
of war, when we are on the eve of our most
decisive military operations. Did not the
spokesman for the New York State adminis-
tration, in his testimony against Federal legis-
lation to plan for reconversion, take the path
to economic disaster? Is this the basis of your
Pittsburgh conference?

May we hear from you on this problem?
MARCEL SCHERER.

"How It Was Hicks!™

r l 0 NEw Masses: One can only applaud
your editorial on Granville Hicks’ re-
view of Tekeran. The review was scurrilous,

.and your protest just. It would be too bad,

however, to leave unmentioned his superb
final, perorative sentence: “Pessimism is de
riguenr.” 1 will give long odds that this is

the most fatuous remark of the twentieth

century.

“Pessimism is de rigusur!” A.phrase redo-
lent of etiquette and of exquisite behavior. A
phrase suggestive of that evil digestion which
follows formal dinners. Sorrow in evening
dress; tears in Tuxedo. So this is the fashion
in which the coming fall of Hitler rattles
the teacups!

I recall that the editors of the New Re-
public once denominated you and your col-
leagues as “The Happiness Boys.” This was
surely a novel term of abuse, more significant
of its inventors than of you. Perhaps they
might, had they had the requisite power of
prose, be willing to describe themselves as
«The Bitter Company.” All this grief over
the end of Nazism is curious. It couldn’t be
disappointment, could it?

Poetry, as every romantic knows, is the
spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings.
The passionate tension which seized me at
the sight of Hicks® sentence resolved itself at
once into a quatrain. Doubtless, being slightly
plagiarized, it is unworthy of your pages,
but it is, I think, worthy of its inspirer and
“onlie begetter,” Mr. G. H.:

He wept his sins, he moaned aloud;
Yet still the sorrow sticks.
How sad, and bad, and mad it was
But then, how it was Hicks!
JoEL BRADFORD.

New York.
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MR. WELLES TAKES HIS STAND

' By RALPH BOWMAN

7 FuEN Mr. Sumner Welles re-

& x / signed his post of Under Secre-

tary of State last year, there
was widespread feeling of regret and
uneasiness among the progressive sup-
porters of the Roosevelt administration.
In recent years Mr. Welles stood out as
a symbol and the foremost spokesman
of the progressive trends of our seem-
ingly erratic foreign policy. There was
considerable speculation of the alleged
triumph of reaction in the State De-
partment. The friendly attitude toward
Vichy, ~ followed by our support of
Darlan, Badoglio, Giraud, the post-
ponement of the second front and
similar manifestations lent much sup-
port to the speculation§ and uncertain-
ties of those months. Within a short
period, however, Cordell Hull shattered
these fears through his bold, energetic,
and leading role in the Moscow Con-
ference, and a month later the Teheran
agreement revealed the fundamental
principles and aims of our foreign policy.
In the light of these momentous events
Mr. Welles’ resignation became a
minor, but still intriguing, episode.

And now he has written a fascinat-
ing book* about the genesis, the develop-
ment, and the maturing of the New
Deal foreign policy. His admirers will
be pleased to learn that he not only
wholeheartedly supports the central aims
of the Moscow, Cairo, and Teheran
conferences but that throughout his re-
cent diplomatic career he has helped to
formulate and shape the principal ele-
ments of our present foreign policy. Our
war effort and the more difficult post-
war tasks can ill afford to dispense with
the services of a man of Mr. Welles’
caliber, vision, and conviction.

The Time for Decision undertakes
to deal with the gamut of problems that
led to the war, that shape its course and
conduct, and that determine the nature
and form of the postwar world. The
book’s core is built around the difficult,
slow, and painful development of our
foreign policy these past twelve years.

* THE TIME FOR DECISION, by Sumner Welles.
Harper. $3.
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Unlike similar works, consisting pri-
marily of long and tedious state docu-
ments, Mr. Welles describes specifically
the problems and manifestations of our
foreign relations, with illustrations of
actual history. ‘These accounts take on
color by virtue of his personal participa-
tion in most of the important events
discussed, and by his extensive first hand
experience. Hitler’s concurrent rise to
power forms both the background and
the chief direction of the book.

ONE of the book’s highlights is -the
first public account of his European
mission in 1940 as the President’s spe-

cial representative. His aim, he informs

us, was to sound out the heads of Euro-
pean powers on the prospects of a sound
and lasting solution to the antagonism
that led to the outbreak of the war five
months earlier. Neither the President

nor Mr. Welles expected success from
this forlorn journey. The interviews in
Rome, Berlin, Paris, and London in
the ominous year of 1940 make inter-
esting reading in 1944. Hitler’s arro-
gance, Mussolini’s hypocrisy, Chamber-
lain’s frustration, and Daladier’s despair
gave no clues to peace or to a hopeful
future. Neither did this mission con-
tribute to the final formulation of a
sound American policy except in the
negative sense of suspecting the fallacy
of Munich. Welles’ mission to Europe
was a failure primarily because it lacked
a mission to Moscow, which at the time
was under our moral embargo.

Mr. Welles believes that since the
days of Jefferson, Madison, and John
Quincy Adams, the United States did
not possess or follow a consistent or
logical foreign policy. Hence, not until
Woodrow Wilson’s administration did

The canvas above called "Wheels of Victory," which has just won a $2,000 prize in a
nation-wide competition for American artists is by a painter familiar to New Masses
readers, Philip Evergood. The contest was a unique project jointly sponsored by Artists
for Victory and the Pepsi-Cola Company with a jury of internationally famous artists.
The prize winners will form the nucleus of a collection of Ameyican painting eventually

to be presented to the American public.

One hundred and fifty of the 5,000 entries

will be shown at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in October.
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our country begin to consider itself a
responsible member of the family of na-
tions. In Welles’ estimate, Wilson’s
Fourteen Points, the Covenant of the
League of Nations, and a considerate
attitude to Latin America were fore-
runners of today’s foreign policy. The
Harding, Coolidge, and Hoover admin-
istrations represented a retreat to tradi-
tional isolationism. The Roosevelt ad-
ministration, he contends, revived the
Wilsonian  principles and developed
them first in our relations to Latin
America. What is now popularly called
the Good Neighbor Policy contains the
essence of an enlightened foreign policy
and constitutes the core of his complex
plan for world organization to preserve
peace. Mr. Welles’ chapter on the Good
Neighbor Policy is a comprehensive sum-
mary of the first sound achievements of
the Roosevelt administration in the field
of foreign relations of which our coun-
try may well be proud. He considers
the acid test of this policy met in the
virtually universal approval of its prin-
ciples and application by the peoples of
Latin America and in the war solidarity

.displayed by nearly all these countries.

In the Latin American field Mr. Welles
is thoroughly at home and is undoubtedly
our foremost authority, for not only was
he in charge of applying the Good
Neighbor Policy but he contributed
much to its formulation and elaboration.

ESTABLISHING decent relations with

our relatively weak agrarian neigh-
bors in Latin America proved a simple
task compared to the vast problems pre-
sented by a Eufope and Asia passing
through a devastating economic crisis,
pregnant with terrible rivalries and an-
tagonisms, and drifting rapidly towards
war. It is true, as Mr. Welles points
out, that the Roesevelt administration
was still young in office when our own
country was in the throes of its most
severe economic crisis, and the chief at-
tention was directed to the solution of
our own immediate neighbors. After
generations of isolatiopist and superficial
thinking it was not easy to understand

that our prosperity was irrevocably
linked with the economy of the
entire world. It -was even harder

to realize that economic deterioration
in Europe and Asia would lead to
a war that would engulf us in
its deadly tide. And, we might add, it
was still more difficult to recognize our
potential enemies and friends through
the maze of prevailing prejudices and
illusions. Mr. Welles points out that we
were not prepared to offer constructive

proposals to the London Economic Con-
ference in 1936 to divert the already
visible drift toward war,

He sees how our “moral embargo”
against Italy during the invasion of
Ethiopia actually assisted the aggressor.
More important, our policy toward the
Franco rebellion in Spain showed that
we did not begin to grasp the essential
nature of the skirmishes preceding this
global war, Mr. Welles is fully aware
of the absence of a consistent foreign
policy in the early years of the Roosevelt
administration. Nor does he try to jus-
tify its errors. In several instances he
condemns our policy on Spain: “I have
already expressed my belief that the
position adopted by this government
with regard to the civil war in Spain,
during the years 1935 and 1938, con-
stitutes the greatest error in the foreign
policy of this country during the past
twelve years.” The error on Spain was
shared in common with the govern-
ments of Chamberlain and Daladier,
whose foreign policies we largely emu-
lated during those years.

The President’s “quarantine” speech
in Chicago in 1937 marks the first de-
parture towards a correct foreign pol-
icy in Europe and Asia. Mr. Welles
then proceeds to list the virtual diplo-
matic break with Germany in 1938, the
Destroyer-Bases agreement with Eng-
land, the Lend-Lease Act, aid to the
Soviet Union after June 22, 1941, the
Atlantic Charter, the United Nations
Declaration in 1942, followed by the
Moscow, Cairo, and Teheran agree-
ments. We see how American foreign
policy took shape under the impact of
the war. The war’s progressive nature
was reflected in our policy, and that in
turn facilitated the unfolding of the pro-
gressive trends among the United
Nations.

Mr. Welles attributes the basic causes
of the present war to the world eco-
nomic crisis of 1929, the political in-
stability in Europe and Asia, and to the
predatory aims of the German and Jap-
anese ruling circles. He places respon-
sibility for starting the war squarely on
Germany, where it belongs. In his fur-
ther quest for motive forces of war in
Germany he does not end with the Nazi
party, but rather seeks the more per-
manent sources of the world conquest
aims in German history. His final con-
clusion is that the chief war-making and
inciting force in the German nation is
the German General Staff. This con-
clusion does not lead him to minimize
the guilt of Hitler and the Nazi party
leaders.
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THERE would be no particular pomt
in challenging this erroneous view
at length, were it not for the fact that
he makes this the very center of his
plan for postwar Germany. He would
punish the General Staff as well as the
Nazi leaders for g]l their war crimes
and then liquidate both these evil insti-
tutions together with the German army.
East Prussia, the chief breeding ground
and the economic base of the Junker'
generals would be given fo Poland as
a part of this just' punishment. So far
so good. But since he considers the uni-
fication of the German nation as largely
the handiwork of the General Staff
he proposes to divide it into three sepa-
rate and independent states. Sensing that
this will be considered a retrogressive
step- he assures us that they would be
permitted to retain their present pro-
ductive economy and eventually would
develop into three peaceful and prosper-
ous nations. He warns, however, that
the underground German General Staff

would stimulate the growth of Com-~

munism in Germany “in its world revo-
lutionary form.” And nowhere in his
chapter on Germany does Mr. Welles
deal with the predatory role of the in-
dustrialists and bankers or their com-
plicity in the collosal crimes of Hitler-
ism. He does mention the financial,*
commercial, insurance, and shipping
combines and cartels, in passing, as the
effective agencies of the military high
command and takes it for granted that
they will be dismantled with the di-
vision of centralized Germany. He also
considers it essential that the United
Nations impose control over German
mining and heavy industry after the
war to prevent rearmament, But thére
isn’t even a hint of the criminal respon-
sibility or the punishment of the owners
of these enterprises. The implication of
immunity and a new lease of life for
the industrialists is implicit in this plan.

The Time for Decision testifies that
Mr. Welles has done much hard think-
ing on a vast range of problems. But
his proposals on ‘Germany illustrate that
he has diffused his efforts and energies
over too wide a range instead of con-
centrating on the central sources of the
present world disaster. Had he cen-
tered his main attention and abilities
on a deeper analysis of Germany and
Japan he could hardly escape the mount-
ing conclusion of enlightened opinion
that the chief fountain heads of fascism,
especially in Germany, are the monopo-
lies and cartels created and controlled by
the industrialists and bankers. The Nazi
plan of conquest has as its primary eco-
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nomic wobjective to make Germany the
industrial workshop and the banking

‘center of the world to which all con-

quered peoples would pay tribute. Hit-
ler’s party received its birth certificate,
its keep, and its mandate to rule Ger-
many from the industrialists and bank-

“ers. The General Staff and the army

were the willing instruments as well as
partners in this monstrous conspiracy
against mankind.

Mr. Welles’ plan for Germany is
motivated by the desire to prevent an-
other aggression by that nation. It seems,
however, that he does not see that the
chief guarantee to that end lies in the
long range observance and the unfold-
ing of the basic political agreements
reached at Teheran. Unless this is our
chief perspective and aim there can be
no just and wise punishment of Ger-
many and permanent extermination of
the real wellsprings of fascism, reaction,
and war.

THE above inadequacies are the post
outstanding among other inconsis-
tencies to be found in this valuable book.
This war has not only wrought untold
material and human destruction but for-
tunately has also shaken and shattered
many antiquated modes of thinking
which facilitated fascism’s rise to power.
Discerning readers will find evidence of
this process in the book even though the
author did not plan it that way. And
this process is by no means completed.
Looking backwards Mr. Welles de-
tects the cardinal error of our foreign
policy in the failure to recognize the
first manifestation of Hitlerism in the
Spanish Civil War, and yet today he
still persists in overlooking the fascist
menace on our own doorstep, in Argen-
tina. He criticizes the State Department
for utilizing the “inter-American ma-
chinery for the purpose of coercing the
Argentine Republic.”” It is hard to be-
lieve that this difference led to his break
with Mr. Hull. But it is not difficult to
understand that this paradoxical attitude
arises from the same lack of understand-
ing of the social sources of reaction and
fascism and inability to detect it in its
initial stages. It would be unjust even

- to hint that Mr. Welles sympathize$ with

the military-landlord dictatorship in
Argentina. His entire record as well as
his book amply illustrate that he is a
Wilsenian democrat. And moreover he
recognizes in this book that “‘the United
States must dedicate itself to the task of
creating such world conditions as will
foster the growth of democratic govern-
ments throughout the earth, For the
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progressive growth of democracy in
other parts of the world means increas-
ing- safety for the United States.” This
cardinal principle, first introduced as the
foundation of our foreign policy by
Thomas Jefferson, is embodied in the
last and the most important chapter of
The Tune for Decision.

This chapter summarizes Mr. Welles’
constructive and progressive views. His
admirers may well regret that he is not
expounding these proposals, as well as
his detailed plan for a world organiza-
tion, in the State Department and with
the representatives of the United Na-
tions, in addition to presenting them to
the public. For Mr. Welles, like all
truly progressive statesmen, recognizes
that democracy and rising living stand-
ards are inseparable. He proposes, among
other important economic measures to
supplement our fostering of new and
old democratic governments, an ener-
getic policy of stimulating the industrial-
ization of agrarian countries. He repudi-
ates the old fetish that this would re-
duce or harm our foreign trade. “The
truth is,” he expounds, . . . that in-
dustrialization automatically raises the
standard of living and that this country
is always benefited by an increase in the
living standards of other peoples. For
the higher the living standards the
greater is their demand for those prod-
ucts of our own factories and farms
which we here are able to produce more
efficiently and in better quahty than
anyone else.”

It is unfortunate that the substance of
this chapter is not further elaborated and
interwoven with the rest of the book.
Here we find the perspective of the great
possibilities and changes that will follow
in the wake of this progressive war,
changes that elsewhere Mr. Welles sees
roughly in terms of the political and
social changes following the French
Revolution and the Napoleonic wars.

R. WELLEs does, not shrink from

using the disquieting term “‘world
revolution” to prepare us for - these
changes. “The people of this country,”
he writes, “should learn that the world
revolution is not something they need
dread, but rather something that can
be made to redound to their own bene-
fit. The world revolution is already
here.. For that reason it is desperately
necessary that the policy of this country
should not be directed toward vain and
fatal effort to put back the pieces as
best we can, but rather toward seeing
that our safety requires that something
new can and must be built.” His “world

revolution” corresponds to Henry Wal-
lace’s “century of the common man”
that is already taking shape in the peo-
ple’s underground movements and the
partisan armies of nations enslaved by
Hitler, Hirohito and other, older reac-
tionary forces that held sway over the
common people of Europe and Asia.
Another impression this book will
make upon the reader is the profound
Ychange in mood and outlook of the
author between the forlorn mission to
Europe in 1940 and his wholesome spirit
of optimism and promise of a new
world, displayed in 1941 and 1942, the
darkest years of the war, as well as in
1943 and 1944 when the final victory
was already visible. The proclamation of
the Atlantic Charter followed the en-
trance of the Soviet Union into the war
and ‘Teheran came after Stalingrad.
Mr. Welles does not call our attention
to this sequ’ence of events but he does
pay generous tribute to the role of the
Soviet Union. Moreover he recognizes

“the decisive and the progressive role our

Russian ally will play in the postwar
world when among other things he
writes: “In the first postwar years the
two greatest powers, both from a mate-
rial as well as from a military stand-
point, will be the United States and the
*Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
Frank recognition of this fact must un-
derlie any consideration of the policy
which this government must pursue
toward the Soviet Union.” His chapter
on the USSR largely follows the evalu-
ation first presented by Joseph Davies.
Informed readers will be puzzled
by Mr. Welles’ distorted views of
the Russian Revolution and the early
history of the Soviet Union. But
this must be taken as a part of the
incompleted process of shedding old
prejudices and lack of time for the
serious study of history, a weakness
evident in other parts of the book.

By and large this is a very good boek,
primarily because it reflects the progres-
sive views on the postwar world of one
of the outstanding liberals of the New
Deal group, who we trust will play an
important role in securing world peace
in the next four decisive years.

Story of a Cheat

MARTIN DIES, by Willim Gellerman. John
Day. $3.

ARTIN Digs himself has written
the perfect finale to Mr. Geller-
man’s book by withdrawing from the
recent Texas primary. This fact, how-
ever, fails to detract from the urgency
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of what the book has to say to the
American people. With Dies discredited
and the leadership of the .Dies Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities floun-
dering, this book may provide the im-
petus for finishing off the committee.

Perhaps many were guilty of taking
the committee for granted. Dies’ re-
peated revelations about “Reds” in gov-
ernment employ grew mighty familiar.
Even the perpetual outraged indigna-
tion of the Hearst and McCormick préss
over accounts of the “Reds’” in-
filtration into the government began to
sound routinized.

Hence it is difficult to imagine how
288 pages largely devoted to Martin
Dies’ own words or a study of them
can be, fascinating reading, but it is.
Through Mr. Gellerman we rediscover
the Dies committee in all its unbeliev-
able chicanery, vulgarity, and deceit.
We see it as it grew to power and we
see it in retreat. The war finished off
Mr. Dies and his careful technique of
Red-baiting, and we see how his decline
necessarily paralleled progress in the
finishing off of Hitler.

To what extent Dies impressed the
average American it is hard to say; cer-
tainly the daily press is no criterion
(witness the reelection of the President
in 1936 and 1940). Certainly he failed
in one of his biggest objectives—to pre-
vent just that reelection in 1940. But
Gellerman found that “the American
people, by identifying themselves with
Dies as he has pursued so-called ‘sub-
versive’ elements into their hidden lairs,
have experienced a catharsis somewhat
similar to that enjoyed by Germans who
identified themselves with Hitler as he
persecuted Jews.” He found that this
diversion prevented their thinking about
economic ills, ,

As the war continued, Dies realized
he was going against the mainstream.
.He had to get up on the House floor
and deny he was more frequently and
favorably quoted by the Axis radio than
any other American. He demanded that
the “loose language” of the War Secur-
ity Act be changed “so that people who
are exercising their constitutional rights
may do so without fear of intimidation.”
He pointed out that the Vice President
had said publicly that he, Dies, could do
no more for Hitler if he were on his
payroll. In September of 1942 Dies
pleaded with Congress that if there was
to be unity, the executive department
would have to “meet [the Dies com-
mittee] half way.” In these days, said

Dies, “President Roosevelt needs us all

—he needs Martin Dies of Texas.”
NM August 8, 1944

Dies, in tune with the times, “investi-
gated” the Peace Now movement,
“shortly after progressive groups ex-
posed” its activities, Gellerman says.
“Dies had discovered something. And
this time, as usual, he had followed pub-
lic opinion; observing a trend in public
opinion, he responded to it and attained
momentary popularity. But shortly
thereafter he was back at his old game
of labor-baiting.” He attacked the CIO
Political Action Committee and its head,
Sidney Hillman.

NE criticism: I think Mr. Geller-

man takes too much at their face .

value the words of Jerry Voorhis (D.,
Cal.), who while on the Dies commit-
tee, abetted Dies more than he hindered
him with all his weasel-worded minority
reports. He agreed that Communists
should be barred from government pay-
rolls, but he didn’t like Dies’ methods.
Martin was too crude for Jerry, just as
Joe Starnes (defeated in the Alabama
primary) and Noah Mason, retired
from the committee, occasionally were
too crude for Martin. Yet in justice to
the author, he is generous in spac€ and
pointed quotations from all who oppose
Dies, including Vito Marcantonio
(ALP, N.Y.), who could be accused
of pulling no punches, and tellingly
quotes those who praise him, including
Representatives Fish, Rankin, Leland
Ford of California, and others.

The knowledge of time’s swift pas-
sage, and the lavender-and-old-lace
flavor of testimony and reports about
those terrible Reds—John Dewey and
Dr. George'S. Counts, Jerome Davis,
and others—give the book added zest.
The record later was set. straight on
numerous gentlemen once accused by
Dies—and some of them to this day
are feverishly trying to out-Red-bait
him in an effort to live down any earlier
liberalism that wasn’t of the nineteenth
century (Dies’ only approved brand,
in his own words). In 1939 Dies was
defending Lindbergh. “The argument
is made that Lindbergh is a fascist be-
cause he appears to have certain ideas.
That, in my judgment, is absolutely un-
justified. . . .” That was the year he
toyed around with the thought of the
committee’s investigating “the cause of
it,”” “because here.is Earl Browder who
denies that poverty is the cause of it. In
fact, he says that a large number of the
members of the Communist Party are
regularly employed.” It is hard to see
why Mr. Dies was surprised at this when
so much of his time was spent in trying
to get persons he said were Communists,
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Spacious grounds. Private Lake. Boating. Swim-

ming. All sporfs. Arts and Crafts. Unexcelled
food. Limited accommodations.

H I L L c R E S T Beaver?i';l Lake

Union Grove, N. Y. Tel. Livingston Manor 218J Il
Most enchantingly beautiful spot in the Catskills,
Far off the beaten path. Adult resort. Delightful
mile long lake at your door. All sports,
DELICIOUS MEALS — NO SOCIAL STAFF.

July and August—3$30 to $40 Waeekly.
Daily $6 and $6.50

,Eo,‘ @Z z

Formerly Lewisohn's Estate OPEN ALL YEAR
One hour from N. Y. 225 acres of fascinating
hiking country. SPORTS: Fast tennis courts, hand-
ball,” golf, swimming, horseback, ping-pong,
games and dancing. Excellent cuisine. Modern
accommodations. Congenial surroundings.
MODERATE RATES—MAKE EARLY RESERVATIONS
Central Valley, N. Y. Tel. Highland Mills 7895

This Adult Camp

in safe little sheltered cove
near picturesque Gloucester,
Salt water swimming, sailing,
boating and fishing on prem-
ises. Dancing, tennis, ftrips
and all sports. Six hours by
train from New York.

Write for booklet and rates

! ARCADIA

FISHKIEY, N. Y. Phone: Beacon 727

A vacation for HEALTH, EFFICIENCY and FUN.
1100 acres of woods and trails, Swimming pool,
tennis, all outdoor sports in full swing.

R.R. Station; Beacon, N.Y. « 40 miles from N.Y.

Gloucester, Mass.
ABRAM RESNICK
Directar

e e
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* WITH *
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—and “everything’’ that makes a dream
i at Chesters’ includes: FAST
CLAY TENNIS COURTS ¢ LARGE FIL-
TERED POOL ¢ PRIVATE LAKE ¢ and
many exciting etcetera’s . . . Swell adult
fun. Open-hearth Fires. Music Treasures.
Dancing Instruction. Arts and Crafts.
Entertainment Staff that really ENTER-
TAINS] . . . Food? Mmmmmmmm,

o
23
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Accommodations from regular to DeLuxe.
Altractive rates throughout the Summer.
Easy to reach by train, bus, or door-to-
29 door taxi service.

% WOODBOURNE, N. Y. Tel. WOODBOURNE 1150
£ITT. " s §\1,2

1 11 ZUNBARG
A DELIGHTFUL HIDEAWAY IN THE MOUNTAINS
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MERRIEWOODE
A Camp For Adults Stoddard, N. H.

FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT: Beautiful Highland
Lake, 10 miles long, with good fishing and free
use of boats and canoes. Inferesting hikin‘g ob-
jectives through woodland trails. Fine tfennis and
handball courts, badminton, shuffleboard, arch-
ery, riflery, croquet, ping-pong, ‘square dancing.
Intelligent, gay companionship. 3
$38 and $42 weekly. "Olive H. G. Baron, Director

North Branch, Sull. Co.. N. Y.

Tel. Calicoon 95 .
Private Lake, All Sports, Dancing,
J Dramatics, Marionettes, Musicales,
Broadway Theatre Artists.

ERIE R.R. TO CALICOON

Daily Buses — Direct — Moutain Transit Line
GREYHOUND TERMINAL — 50th St. & 8th Ave.
Private cars daily from your house to hotel
CO. 5-3000 City Information: Dickens 2-5786

An ADIRONDACK Adult
Camp: Complete—Modern
4 doubles tennis courts; cement
handball - courts; swimming,
boating, etc. Hotel comforts—
camp informality. All rooms
for 2. MID-AUGUST RESERVA-
TIONS ONLY.

TWIN PINES

Samuel T. Saidel, Director

P, O. Lake George, N. Y.

SACKS

Saugerties, N. Y.

FARM

Tel. 590

homey Jewish-American cooking. All conveni-
ences. Intimate and restful. Swimming, hgrseback,
tennis and other sports. ,,Adulfsa
Booklat: L. SACKS, Saugerties, N.' Y.

Unusually beautiful countryside, fine woods, good,’

MAMANASCO LAKE LODGE

RIDGEFIELD, CONN. Phone 820

A luxurious country estate co.iverted info a haven
for rest and recreation. Excellent seasonal sports
facilities, free bicycles, riding, ping-pong, etc.
Musical recordings, dancing, games, etc. Open
fireplaces. Famous cuisine.

Only Fifty Miles from New York
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or associated with Communists, or dom-
inated by Communists, fired by the gov-
ernment and dropped from union rolls.
This is reminiscent of a Chicago Trib-
une story by Arthur Sears Henning on
the Democratic convention which makes
a distinction between the CIO-PAC,
which he finds Communist dominated,
and the ALP, which is Communist con-
trolled, as he labels it.

Gellerman’s chapter on the commit-
tee’s investigation of education is one of
the most interesting. T'o his account of
Dr. Henry R. Linville’s testimony he
adds the comment: “Actually, the ‘lib-
erals’ in the American Federation of

Teachers acted along the lines recom-

mended by Dr. Linville and threw out
of the organization those locals which
they considered ‘Communist-controlled.”
Calling their enemies ‘Communist’ or~
‘Communist-controlled,” they abridged
the constitution of the organization,
which provided against any discrimina-
tion against any group on account of
political belief, by throwing them out of
the organization, but were able to secure
a majority vote when the action was
submifted to the membership in the form
of a referendum. The situation was
much the same as if in 1933 the Demo-
crats had thrown all Republicans out of
Congress and submitted their action to
the country for referendum vote.”
When one witness was claiming John
Dewey was a radical, and said in proof,

" “John™ Dewey has been attacked by

Matthew Woll,” this was, said Geller-
man, “too much even for Martin Dies.”
Altogether, Mr. Gellerman’s book is
an admirable and documented study,
and I hope every American who thinks
Diesism is a dead issue will read it.
VIRGINIA (GARDNER.

still Vichy

GALLIC CHARTER, by J. C. Fernand-Laurent.
Little, Brown. $2.50.

WHENA an ex-Vichyite delivers a

damning indictment of the traitor
Marshal Petain and his regime, and
shows some understanding of his own
responsibility for the national disaster of
France, it is good and it is useful. But
when the conclusions which he draws
for the future take the form of an at-
tack upon the program of the Algiers
government, utter disregard of the po-
litical role of the Council of Resistance
in France, and the proposal that the
government of France shall be recon-
stituted under the authority of the very
deputies -and senators who voted 569
to eighty to hand over the republic to

the dietatorship of Petain, Laval, and
Hitler—that is bad, and it can be very
dangerous.

The author of Gallic Charter, J. C.
Fernand-Laurent, was before the war
a deputy of the party of Louis Marin,
the Federation Republicaine, to which
General Weygand also belonged. That -
group was of the French Right, fought
the People’s Fronty and was exceeded
in reaction only by the monarchists and
the' other openly fascist groups. He was
the editor of the newspaper Le Jour,
which was sufficiently acceptable to
Vichy government for him to continue
to edit it from Marseilles for almost a
year after the fall of France.

With such a record he bears a heavy
responsibility fer the degradation of
France. To a considerable degree he
recognizes this. As a man who seems
finally to have learned that the reaction-
ary course he adopted was not only
“conservative” but also played into the
hands of the enemies of his country, he
gives an interesting picture of some
aspects of the fascist intrigues which un-
dermined France and destroyed her na-
tional independence. He describes the
development of his political thinking
thus: “I have always tried to reconcile
liberty with order . . . and in the past
have held demagogy as the worst enemy
of democracy. But just as exile makes
one love one’s country better, so the loss
of liberty—or the threat of loss—makes
one appreciate all its blessings. No price
is too high to pay for it. The worst
errors of the crowd are infinitely to be
preferred to the tyranny of a single
man.”

Notwithstanding this statement, which
even in its undemocratic language seems
to show a desire to be accepted as a
democrat, there is something missing in
his book. Something is missing—despite
the biting portraits of Petain and Laval
and their crowd of fascist jackals, de-
spite the exposure of fascist plotting be-
fore and after the war, despite the ab-
stractly democratic attitude in the sketch
of the history of the Third Republic
which serves as background to his
argument.

What is missing is confidence in the
people, the backbone of democracy.
When he writes of the period of 1870
his “‘democratic” hero is Thiers, the
butcher of the Commune; and though
he recognizes that the Commune itself
was largely actuated by justified national
indignation against the betrayal of the
government, he nevertheless condemns
it root and branch as “extremist.”
When he discusses the weakness of
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France in 1940, he shows clearly the
falsity of the fascist lie that it was labor
and the People’s Front which were re-
sponsible. He places that responsibility
primarily upon the fascist-minded mo-
nopolists of the Confederation Generale
du Patronat Francais, the French Em-
ployers’ Association. But despite the fact
that every line of his story proves be-
yond a doubt that only the organization
of the trade unions and the people held
back the fascists in the thirties, again
he finds in the movement of labor
something to be feared and ends by
holding them also somehow responsible
for the disaster.

It is from this lack of confidence in
the people, this lack of a real acceptance
of the meaning of democracy that his
opposition to the Provisional Govern-
ment in Algiers springs. He recognizes
the role which De Gaulle has played in
rallying French resistance and accepts
the Algiers committee as a passive trus-
tee for French interests. He objects
strenuously, however, to every democ-
ratizing act of that government and
demands that on the day of liberation
the government of France shall be
handed back to the members of the old
Senate and Chamber of Deputies and
the Municipal Councils. No one will dis-
agree with the proposal that as scon as
possible after the freeing of France the
people shall express their democratic
will; but to propose that the organizer of
those elections, the provisional govern-
ment on the soil of France, should con-
sist of that body which voted power to
Petain seven to one, is to make a legal-
istic mockery of democracy.

Every step which will make of the
Provisional Government a broader re-
flection of national unity will be wel-
comed. Especially the closest connection
of that government with the people in
metropolitan France is vital. But the
true forces there, which supplement the
Algiers committee and which represent
the French people, are not the deputies
of 1940 but the Council of Resistance
in France, It is their incorporation in
the Provisional Government which will
guarantee its universal acceptance as a
government of transition to a constitu-
tionally established France.

M. Fernand-Laurent is one of a
number of men who have broken with
Vichy but refuse to accept the authority
of those who have fought for France
from the beginning. In some quarters
in Britain and America there is a ten-
dency to look toward this group as
“preferable” to De Gaulle and those
around him as the future government of
France. If Gallic Charter is represen-
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tative of the ideas of these men, it can
serve as a warning that, however sin-
cere their breach with Hitler and the
French Hitlerites, they have learned too
little from the last four years to qualify
as leaders of a democratic people.

F. J. MEYERs.

Recent Poetry

STATEMENT, by Don Gordon. Bruce Hum-

phries. $2.

DON GorpoN has precisely defined

his verse in his title. These poems
are statements in imagery_——thoughts
and convictions concerning the state of
the world, concerning values. And be-
cause values are in the process of being
made more broadly human, less per-
sonal, these poems move from very
vague and personal and romantic lyrics
with a strong MacLeishian and Waste-
land rhythm to colder and clearer idea
poems in which the rhythm, still faint-
ly reminiscent of MacLeish, is fore-
shortened, not allowed its final doleful
downbeat. Certainly the later poems are
the best. Mr. Gordon gains by forsak-
ing the old images of the conflict be-
tween personal heart-beat and mind-
denial and facing history to attempt its
evaluation.

Don Gordon is a Marxist, and his
didactic portraits of the fascist leaders
are good newspaper poetry. His portrait
of Lenin is something better, for here he
is identified emotionally with his subject.
His ironic poem “Underground 1935”
is both an attack on those who have sold
out and an affirmation of faith in those
who have not. The poem “Exchange of
Heroes” has an excellent idea behind it,
not too well conveyed. Again, the poem
is a statement, and as such not as mov-
ing as it could be:

We appraise stature by awareness—
if we have

Heroes they will be stern among
US—i1 US—

We are together by hatred, and
by love, we are deliered from
them.

The idea is that we are delivered from
the old concepts of the gods, of heroes.
But precisely because in understanding
the vast number of readers are not de-
livered of the old ideas, precisely be-
cause of the contradictions in belief and
the class differences in emotional inten-
sities concerning what the “grave and
the permanent” in life and art are, Mr.
Gordon like many other poets is con-
stantly forced into argument. He has
the job of reinterpreting the old images

JACK SCHWARTZ

Announces the New

iHotel Allaben |

and
Beautifully Equipped
Bungalows
Rates: $40 & $42 per week

Every Outdoor Activity
Swimming Pool with Natural Current

Rowing ° Handball
Tennis @ Horses ¢  Fishing
Soclal Staff e Music

Hurleyville, N. Y. Phone: 215-217

The Whodlands

;ORTHE LAZYBONES: FOR THE SPIRITED:

Well-stocked library - | Tennis - Handball -
Art classes held by Swimming - Ping-Pong
Frank Kleinholz - Musi- Badminton - Archery -
cal Recordings - Open Mountain trails - Cro-
fireplaces - Spectacu- quet - Culinary Master-
lar country. pieces - Fishing.

SIGGIE GOLDNER PHOENICIA, N. Y.
Phone: Phoenicia 33 F 4

FOR VACATION FUN AND REST

55 Miles from New York a vacation “heaven”
breath-takingly beautiful countryside—
delicious foqd—{e.stful jndoor activities—in-
—ping pong~—volley ball—bowling
i 4 dl-fmn' Eb -—) bicycling — (horseback
ciding and golr nearoy). P sl El gl
You're ;re‘lcome at any ’;ﬁ;‘
time and for any time. UTTRTA PP
Write for booklet owgyiiblielele ol

Ltum

SYEAR-ROUND
New Windsor,N.Y..

VACATION RESORT*

Noewburgh 4270

[CAMP UNYYY

For Fun and Relaxation
All Sports « Entertainment
CASS CARR and BAND

RATES
$33 and $35 per week—$6 per day

Accommodations available from
August 20 to September 19.

Plan for an Indian Summer Vacation.

Camp will remain open through the
Jewish Holidays.

Make your reservations now.

LOUIS PASTERNAK, Mgr.
WINGDALE, N. Y. ON N.Y.C.R.R.
N. Y. Office: 1 Union Square
Wingdale 2461 AL, 4-8024
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NEW MASSES

Classified Advertisements

50¢ a line. Payable in advance. Min. charge
$1.50. Approx. 7 words to a line.
Deadline Fri., 4 p.m.
RoKo HOLDS NEW EXHIBITION
BY LEADING ARTISTS.

NEW PAINTINGS
Also selected examples of seragraphs, with an
example of the progression of one print. We
solve all framing problems.

RoKo Frames, 51 Grenwich Ave., CHelsea 2-7049

INSURANCE

PAUL CROSBIE—Insurance of every Xkind-—
whatever your needs—FREQUENT SAVINGS.
80 West 40th St., New York 18, N. Y. Tel
PEnnsylvania 6-6788.

GYMNASIUM |

WOMEN-—Reduce—Keep fit. Open daily ’till
9:00 P.M. Individual Exercise—Massage—Bicy-
cles—Steam Cabinets, etc. Complete trial visit
$2.25. Special budget exercise course §$12
mionthly. Special Saturday corrective exercise
courses for children. GOODWIN’S GYMNA
SIUM, 1457 Broadway (42 St.). WIsconsin
7-8250.

THE HEALTH REST

Delightful at all seasons. Homelike, congenial,
progressive health and vegetarian resort. Mod-
erate weekly or week-end rates. Booklet on
request. Address Spring Valley, N.Y. Phone
Nanuet 2316 or 967.

ROOM AVAILABLE

In nicely furnished apartment, down town, con-
venient; neat business woman preferred. Box
1858, New Masses.

SUB-LEASE SEPT.-FEB.

‘Attractively furnished 3-room apartment, all
conveniences, to responsible persons with refer-
ences. Write Box 1816, New Masses.

MANUSCRIPT TYPING

Manuscripts nearly and efficiently typed. Union
rates. Apply Box 1809, New Masses, 104 East
&h St., N.Y.C.

For the
Victory Expansion Fund
*

To: The Editors, NEW MASSES,
104 East 9th St., New York 3, N. Y.

| enclose $ as my

initial contribution. In addition, | want
so that
NM can again fully cover its planned
budget. (Please indicate fulfillment
dates of your pledge.)

to pledge $... ...

(Dates) :

Name

Street

Gty P.O. Unit No..ee

State
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(gods, ‘beauty, honor, gold, love, etc.),
to fit new conditions of history.

“Ghost_after Ghost the old realities
depart,” as he says, but the truth is,
the old realities are not quite ghosts, nor
are they quite flesh.. And since poetry
deals with symbols, or images around
which certain groups of emotion gather,
so long as our social symbols are in state
of flux, our poets are likely to find dif-
ficulty in communication. Such poems
as his “Nor any Word was Said” and
“Kronos” are very good. Many other
verses have fine lines, but in general
Mr. Gordon is having trouble with his
medium. He is struggling to write a
convincing rhythm and to use emotion-
ally weighted symbols. He is reduced
often to argument, not the task of the
poet.

Epa Lou WaLrToN.

Brief Review

INSURGENT SUMMER, by Clarlotte Aiken Yar-
borough. Harper. $2.50.

HE clue to this novel lies in its title.

It is a poetic book in a lean and fem-
inine vein of impressionism that speaks
intimately of nature and the nuances of
personality. With arfful economy of
image and detail Mrs. Yarborough de-
scribes the picturesque fishing village of
St. Davids where the Fannings spend
their summers in a home overlooking
the wharf and the Bay of Fundy flanked
by two lights which flash distantly in
the night. Centered around the dicta-
torial Galton Fanning is a story of love
and personal revolt which is nicely at-
tuned to the atmospheric village and
vaguely suggestive of hidden meanings.
Although it lacks breadth, strength, and
definition of character, qualities which
Mrs. Yarborough must achieve to be
more than a deft craftsman, the novel
is swiftly paced to provide three hours
of exquisite escape.

Heinrich Mann

ONE of the most’ outstanding anti-

Nazi writers, Heinrich Mann—an
author who has well deserved the hatred
and abuse hurled against him by the
Hitlerites—seems to be persecuted by a
special misfortune as to his literary way
in this country. His excellent novel Der
Untertan, a prophetic portrait of Hitler
drawn as long ago as 1914, is almost
unknown to the American public. It
was published here under the title The
Patriotees many years ago and never
got the proper attention. His two his-
torical novels, The Youth of King

Henry and King Henry of Navarre,
won critical praise, but few buyers. The
rest of his work—great novels, illumi-
nating essays, famous plays—was never
issued in American editions. Now, a
publisher has undertaken to remedy this
—an accomplishment that would or-
dinarily merit high praise. But the un-
named translator who worked on the
satirical novel Professor Unrat has done,
to put it mildly, a scandalous job. Small
Town Tyrant, published by Creative
Age Press, is a cruelly multilated, de-
formed Professor Unrat, robbed of the
charm of irony and satire. Through it
American readers will get a thoroughly
false impression of the art of Heinrich
Mann. Thus the reputation and the
effect of the work of a great writer were
needlessly and carelessly damaged.
The publisher announces another
work by Heinrich Mann. He should
take better care and select a translator
more competent than the one who did
such a miserable -job on Small Town

Tyrant. )
O. T. Rina.

FILMS

1TH the exception of Para-
mount’s somewhat demented
and decidedly commonplace

And the Angels Sing, MGM’s two en-
tries Dragon Seed and Since You Went
Away have had the past two weeks en-
tirely to themselves. As far as Dragon
Seed is concerned this lack of product is
quite all right with the reviewer.
Dragon Seed is good enough to compen-
sate for a slew of lesser products. Since
You Went Away fails to make out as
strong a case for itself.

Let me begin by placing Dragon Seed
in its proper rank. Without a doubt it
belongs in the very front—a film of
dignity, warmth, and sweet sanity—a
film with large rewards for the movie-
goer. Among said rewards you can list
extraordinarily revealing performances
by Katherine Hepburn, Walter Huston,
who in my opinion is today’s first screen
actor and amply proves it this time out,
Aline MacMahon, Akim Tamiroff,
Turhan Bey, and the remainder of a
large cast. And directors Jack Conway
and Harold S. Bucquet have managed
their end of it pretty flawlessly.

But questions of manner and style of
facture apart, the film really makes you
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its debtor for an enlightened approach
to the Chinese people, for its penetra-
tion through the false attitudes that lie
between us and an understanding of the
Far Eastern world.

~ Certain complaints have popped up
here and there in the press on the scor
of the film’s running length—two hours
and twenty-five minutes. Unfortunately
some of this fault finding is justifiéd.
Of course, not on the score of running
time, time being almost infinitely elastic.
The fact of the matter is that Dragon
Seed seems long because of an over-re-
liance on the spoken word and on the
particular character of the words spoken.
There is an archaic sweetness about the
way in ‘which the characters of the film
speak their thoughts that makes for a
monotony of a sort. There results a
sameness, quite lovely in its way, but
after a while palling. Perhaps here is an
instance where over-fidelity to the orig-
inal, Pearl Buck’s well known novel,
worked to the detriment of the movie.
But this reviewer has never yet found a
"masterpiece without its defects, nor has
anyone else to his knowledge. That was
true for Potemkin as well as Don Gio-
vanni. You may take my word that
along with whatever defects Dragon
Seed may possess goes a beauty and a
humanity that is always an event to
celebrate even in the best of cinema
worlds.

I trust that the following bit of edi-
torializing will not be construed as de-
tracting from the value of Dragon Seed.
It performs a job of great value. Capra’s
as yet unreleased Battle of China, made
for the Army’s orientation series Why
We Fight, performs a similar service—
“The Chinese people are a noble peo-
ple, an ancient, cultured people, a peo-
ple thdat abhor and resist injustice.” It
would seem to me, however, that the
consolidation of this attitude in the minds
of Americans is almost accomplished.
What strikes me is the circumstance that
thus far not a glimmer, not a ray has
struck the screen that casts light on
China’s greatest problem—the terrible
division at the bottom of the Chinese
failure of arms. In all other media of
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-the Chinese, have been made.

information — newspapers, the radio,
books—attempts to enlighten Americans

so that they could press for a solution of

a problem equally their concern with
It would
seem tor me that, without negating the

* merits of a Uiagon Seed and a Battle of

China, here is another task worthy of
the attention of the film industry.

IT’S been a standing gripe of this de-

partment that although Hollywood’s
war front films have received the bene-
fit of unstinted outlay and production,
almost the reverse has maintained in the
field of home front subjects. The latter
were invariably and inevitably quicky
propositions—two-week shooting sched-
ules, 2 minimum of sets and mostly left-
overs from earlier productions, stereo-
typed story material and the like. Of
course, the picture is never completely
black and white and an occasional Man
From Frisco, minor-budgeted but solid,
came along to gladden the heart. This
reviewer then ought to be turning hand-
springs, whooping it up in general, in
greeting David O. Selznick’s three-and-
a-half-million-dollar Since You Went
Away. Pm sorry but there’ll be no hand-
springs. The film simply doesn’t seem
honest in its motivations. Or let us put
it this way. Selznick may have wanted
to hit a real good lick for home morale.
But it was secondary in his mind, if that,
you can be sure. His first purpose it
seems to me, and I’'m not infallible
(such unexpected modesty) was to turn
out the heart-throb of all time. “Every-
body likes a good cry. Well, mine will
be the best, most expensive of all time,
until my next.” And what’ll make them
spill over faster, thinks Mr. Selznick,
than a simple down to earth story about
a little family — mother and two
daughters—and how they long for their
father overseas. Mind you, I am not for
one moment implying that the plot set-
up is unjustified. It’s that Mr. Selznick
seems to approach the proposition in a
callous and rather insultingly calculat-
ing fashion. Capitalizing on it rather
than feeling it. Since You Went Away
runs a mere two hours and fifty-one
minutes. It shows signs, however, of
having run perhaps twice as long in its
next-to-final cut. That must have been
something. In a way it’s a pity the
longer version wasn’t released. At least
film-makers would have been provided
with a eomplete catalogue of the art of
tear-jerking that would considerably
lighten any research they should ever
be called upon to engage in.

James McCLouGH.

THE THEATRE GUILD Presents

Jacohowsky and the Colonel

(in association with Jack H. Skirball)
The Franz Werfel - S. N. Behrman Comedy
Staged by ELIA KAZA
LOUIS CALHERN, ‘ANNABELLA, OSCAR
KARLWEIS, J. EDWARD BROMBERG
H THEATRE. 45th St. West
Martin Beck THeAme, st ven
AIR CONDITIONED Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:30

A Three-act Thunderbolt—Walter Winchell
Herman Shumlin presents

Lillian Hellman's New Play

CORNELIA oTIS* DENNIS DUDLEY
NER KING DIGGES

“The Seai'chlng Wind”

FULTON—46th St. W. of B'way. CI. 6-6380

Evgs. 8:40. $1.20 to $4.20. Mats. Wed. & Sat. 2:40
AIR CONDITIONED

TWO DISTINGUISHED FILMS:

""BALLERINA"

with MIA SLAVENSKA. Plus ARTKINO'S
"RUSSIAN PEASANTS"

Benefit Block Tickets
at Reduced Prices. GR. 5-6975

IRVING PLACE \7'i:%n st
S

L4 1
i

ARTKINO PRESENTS!

"TWO SOLDIERS"

COMRADES IN BATTLE! RIVALS IN LOVE!
A romantic story of love and war on
the battle scarred Leningrad front.

EXTRA: Anton Chekhov's immortal comedy

an ”
THE BEAR
AIR CONDITIONED
Cont. from 9 a.m. Late Show Every Saturday!

STANLEY THEATRE « 7th Ave.

bet. 41-42. WI. 7-9686

TO SEPTEMBER 5th
EXHIBITION OF NEW {WORK
10 NEW YORK ARTISTS

Qils - Water Colors - Drawings
to $12
Open until 9 P.M. daily
except Sunday

133 W. 44th St., nr. Broadway

Dobro Pozhalovat!
(WELCOME)

to the

New Midtown

of the

Russian Skazka

Open for Dinner and
Late Snacks 'til 3 a.m.
227 WEST 46th ST., N.Y.C.
CHickering 4-9229

Home

ASCH ALBUMS NEW RELEASES

No. 344—Square Dances with calls
No. 345—Burl Ives Wayfaring Stranger
No. 450—Jazz (Mary Lou Williams)

For catalogue of 75 USSR Records, write to

Stinson Trading Co.
27 UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK 3, N. Y.
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Who hasn't wanted one for his wall?
Original lithographs, not reproductions,
14 x 18 inches; done in four and five
brilliant colors. This, is a limited oppor-
tunity because it's a limited edition,
signed by the artist. We can't do the
drawings a quarter's justice in black and
white, but to give you an idea of subject
matter, we reproduce them here. They're
yours—for $10 apiece, $20 for the two.
Let us know. Above is A, right is B.

To NEW MASSES, 104 East Ninth St., New York 3, N. Y

Please send me (A) or (B) or both Gropper lithos.
Cash or M.O. enclosed (amt.) $

Name
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