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HAPPY NEW YEAR to you! Never has the
old greeting held so much meaning. It’s
going to be a tremendous year: of work, of
struggle, of solemn drama, and finally of
victory. We wish all our readers the best pos-
sible for 1944, in the trials and triumphs
facing men and women of good will the
+ world over. We thank them for the sustenance
of their faith and support during the year
just past. And we join hands with them—
with you—in the only New Year’s resolve
worth making: to continue the fight more
strenuously than ever for a world free of war
and fascism.

UNDOUB‘I‘EDLY you remember the discus-
sion, “Free Speech for Fascists?” by
Earl Browder and Dr. Alexander Meiklejohn,
which appeared in our December 7 issue—
which grew out of a previous discussion titled
“Unity With Communists?” A number of
readers have expressed their own views on
thesemtwo questions and of course the greater
volume of mail at present deals with the latter
phase of the discussion, “Free Speech for Fas-
cists?” In view of the widespread interest, we
are particularly glad to be able to tell you
that NM will soon carry a symposium on that
subject, with a wide range of contributorg
including: Heinrich Mann, Howard Fast,
Rabbi David de Sola Pool, and Mrs. de Sola
Pool, the Rev. Stephen H. Fritchman, Carl
Murphy, president of the Afro-American
Newspapers, and Vida D. Scudder.

Something else we’re pleased to announce—
not an article but a forum—will especially
interest Detroit readers of the magazine. It is
an “Interpretation Please,” like those the
magazine has frequently run in New York,
but sponsored and arranged by the friends
 of the NEw MassEs in Detroit. Its subject is
“Crisis on the Home Front,” with various
phases of that crisis discussed by Geraldine
Bledsoe of the War Manpower Commission;
Shelton Tappes, recording secretary of Ford
Local 600, UAW-CIO; Katherine Lynch,
newspaper writer; Samuel Milgrom, western
regional director of the International Work-
ers Order; Yale Stuart, organizer of the State,
County, and Municipal Workers of America;
Clarence Anderson, executive secretary of the
Metropolitan Council ‘of Detroit of the Fair
Employment Practice Committee; and Elvin
Davenport, prominent Negro attorney. The
Rev. John M. Miles will chairman the meet-
ing and the experts on the platform will an-
swer questions from the audience. Time: Sun-
day evening, 7:30 PM, January 16. Place: the
Twelve Horsemen’s Civic Center, Detroit.

And another announcement, designed to
soothe those readers 'who will be wanting to
know for the next few weeks what has hap-
pened to their favorite- drama critic, Harry
Taylor. We hasten to assure you that Mr.
Taylor will be back soon; he is simply on
leave for four or five weeks, in order to
finish an urgent writing job elsewhere. And
to the Taylor fans who can’t wait: he says
he may find time in those weeks to cover one
show for us at least.

Joseph North’s series on America at war

will be resumed in the near future, with
two articles remaining: one on how the people
of America are fighting the peril of racism;
and another on the whole question of labor’s
political action. That announcement, too, is
by way of reassuring impatient readers, who
want more of the reportage they got in
Editor North’s first three articles. We still
receive some very warm comment on those
pieces, and the last one, on the Sleepy Lagoon
case, brought mail not only from California
but all parts of the country. We are glad to
see, by the way, that Sleepy Lagoon is waking
more and more people to the injustices done
in connection with that case. A few hours

before this was written we saw a news story

to the effect that 300 outstanding Hollywood
stars, directors, and screen writers, had con-
tributed five dollars apiece for a benefit for
the twelve Mexican-American youth who have
been victimized by the injustices growing out
of race prejudice. Other cities please copy!
Another case of rankly un-American injus-
tice, dealt with in NM’s editorial- columns, is
bringing indignant comment from many
Americans. That is the persecution of Mrs,
Raissa Browder. Without detailing again in
this space the shameful story of that

persecution, we once more ask our readers
who know the story already to appeal to
President Roosevelt to reverse the action of
the Board of Immigration Appeals which up-
held an order for her deportation. NM will
have more to say about this case in future
issues. Meanwhile, in_.the name of American
justice and elementary decency, please see that
as many people as possible are informed of
the truth of the case and roused to protest it.

MISCF_LLANY: While we didn’t reproduce

the painting by Burliuk (page 20) for
that reason, we can’t refrain from calling our

readers’ attention to the fact that the- place

the artist depicts is the very street corner
where NM’s offices are located.

Very soon, when all the returns are in, we
shall be able to give you a full, final report
on our drive for 5,000 new readers by Janu-
ary 1. Suffice it to say right now that the
response which came in two days after Christ-
mas, was “something terrific.”

.Paul Rosas, who wrote the stimulating ar-
ticle on Lewis Henry Morgan in our Novem-
ber 30 issue, asks us to make two corrections.
In listing some of Morgan’s personal friends
among the Abolitionists he included Wendell
Phillips. This should have. been Wendell
Phillips Garrison, who was editor of the
Nation. A typographical error also occurred
in the name of another of Morgan’s Aboli-
tionist friends, which appeared as Calvin B.
Husin. This should have read Huson.
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CALIFORNIA'S MANPOWER DILEMMA

There is no phase of our ecomomic life
which can be unessential in total war.
Every \phase must be planned, must be
guided, must be brought under central ad-
ministrative control. Total war requires
that our vast economic system be operated
along the organizational lines of a single
industrial  system. Tolan Committee—
Third Interim Report.

ALIFORNIA means many things to
‘ many people. The diligent efforts

of the state’s chambers of commerce
have given Easterners the picture of a land
studded with oranges, movie stars, and
palm shaded beaches. John Steinbeck and
Carey McWilliams have detailed the pic-
ture of gigantic finance agriculture. The
movies have spread the impression of one
large motion picture studio surrounded by
incidental services.

Less well known is the picture of Cali-
fornia as one of the most vital war pro-
duction areas in the country. The exi-
gencies of war have . wrought mighty
- changes in California economy. Here,
among the orange groves and drive-in bar-
becue stands, is being forged a considerable
part of the nation’s weapons of battle.
Twenty percent of the total of aircraft and
aircraft engine contracts and sixteen per-
cent of contracts for cargo and naval ves-
sels are held by California industry. Agri-
culture and food processing, the state’s big-
gest peacetime industries, have been shoved
into third and fourth places by the roaring
ship and aircraft plants.

Accompanying the growth and change
in the state’s economy has been a boom in
population which is reminiscent of gold
rush days. Huge manpower demands and
the working conditions of organized labor
have attracted hordes of workers to the in-
dustrial centers. According to figures of
the National Industrial Conference Board
the -population of California increased from
April 1940, to April 1943, by 650,000,
or 9.4 percent, bringing the total to 7,558,~
000. The bulk of the numerical increase
was in the San Francisco Bay area, which
showed an 11.7 percent rise to a total of
2,041,000.

The influx of people from other states
has been accompanied by a shift within the
state from rural to urban areas. In the
three years to the end of 1943, thirty-four
of ‘the fifty-eight counties of the state lost
population. Only the industrial counties
showed gains.

~
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The great surge of population into the
state and into urban areas made desperate
a housing situation already serious. Authori-
ties state that a vacancy rate of less than
five percent indicates an acute housing
shortage. The vacancy rates for Los An-
geles and San Francisco were between six
and eight percent before the war. The cur-
rent rate is one-half of one percent. If only
housing fit to live in is considered, the rates

- are about one-tenth of one percent for San

Francisco and three-tenths of one percent
for Los Angeles.

IN THIS explosive situation the govern-

*ment housing organizations, particularly
the National Housing Agency, have been
notably dilatory and bereft -of foresight,
and have displayed a characteristic refusal
to consult local groups. The NHA’s pro-
grams have been invariably below actual
needs. It is accused of being under the dom-
inance of real estate interests and of favor-
ing private over public construction. Figures
appear to bear out this contention. For ex-
ample, of 13,000 units programmed for
Los Angeles, 12,000 were for private con-
struction, involving the use of more expen-

sive -materials, higher construction costs,

higher rentals, geographical location far
from industrial plants and within racially
restricted areas.,

Tllustrative of the lack of reality in
NHA’s thinking is its proposal made late
this year that 11,000 old age pensioners in
the Bay area move to~4,200 vacancies
(conscientiously surveyed by NHA) in the
mountainous Mother Lode country 150
miles inland. Thus NHA proposed to re-
lieve the housing shortage. The proposal
received less than serious consideration
from the public.

For racial minorities, especially Negroes,
the housing situation is most acute. Again
the NHA has shown elephantine obtuse-
ness. San Francisco Health Director Gieger
stated the immediate need of at least 1,300
homes for Negroes. Mayor Rossi cut this
to 500. NHA scheduled 250. In Los

Angeles in October, 1943, NHA an-
nounced a program of 3,250 housing units
for Negroes for a year and a half period.

* The CIO estimates that 5,000 Negroes

are entering the city each month.

THE attitude of Los Angeles officialdom

is illuminating. Acting Mayor Orville
Caldwell, appearing for Mayor Fletcher
Bowron before a House Naval Affairs sub-
committee on congested areas, pleaded with
the committee to halt the influx of Negroes.
He predicted acute racial problems unless
the migration is stopped. At-the time this
statement was made, Los Angeles had an
estimated manpower shortage of 50,000 to
100,000 workers.

As California’s population soared, so did
her cost of living. Never low, San Fran-
cisco’s cost of living is now highest in the
nation. Los Angeles holds an' unenviable
sixth place. While financial groups chant
the legend of the shipyard worker in silk
shirts and patent leather shoes, the real
wages of the shipyard worker have in-
creased only eight percent since 1939,
while his work week has lengthened
twenty-five percent. What must be the
situation of workers in less well organized
industry? .

Agriculture “and food processing have
suffered severely with the migration of farm
and packing labor to urban centers. Nearly
fifteen million dollars worth of crops were
lost in 1942 due to farm labor shortages.
The bulk of this loss was in cotton, a crop
unpleasant to work and with notoriously
low" wages. Losses in 1943 have been
sharply reduced, due mainly to the impor-
tation of 30,000 Mexican nationals who
formed seventy percent of the total farm
labor force. Discrimination against Mexi-
cans, revealed in the Hearst-inspired “zoot-
suit” riots in Los Angeles and in the
“Sleepy Lagoon” case, have prompted
forces in Mexico to protest a repetition of
the arrangement. Farmers are prepared to
ask for 70,000 Mexican nationals in 1944.
A great deal of credit for the reduction of
crop harvesting and canning loss in 1943
must be given to volunteer labor recruited
in an intensive campaign supported by
civic groups, newspapers, radio, and organ-
ized labor.

The CIO has accused California agri-
culture, for the most part 'big-business
owned, of failing to convert to vital foods.
It estimates that only five percent of Cali-



-fornia’s 460 million acres have been con-
verted to the “basic seven” war diet foods
during 1943. The profitable luxury items
apparently have greater appeal to the cor-
poration farmers.

An interesting sidelight to the situation
in agriculture is the development in San
Francisco of the “Free Farmers” market.
The market was located at a central spot
in space made available by the city. Here

local farmers bring perishable crops for

direct sale in lug box and bushel bag quan-
tities. 'The costly middleman is eliminated
at great savings to the housewife and the
farmer turns to profit produce which other-
wise would have spoiled. The experiment
has been so successful that similar markets
are urged by labor and progressive groups.

AN ANNOYING aspect of the war boom

is the reduction in laundry, restaurant,
and shopping facilities. “Help Wanted”
signs are up in every restaurant window.
Shirts sent to the laundry may be expected
back in three weeks or may not be accepted
at all by the overcrowded and overworked
laundries. Queues are a regular feature at
the grocery stores. And with three shift
operation of factories most stores are open
only during the day.

The war has brought a startling increase
in juvenile delinquency. In Alameda
County, where Oakland and Berkeley are
located, juvenilé delinquency increased dur-
ing 1942 by thirty-two percent over 1941.

In 1943 it showed an estimated increase

of forty-six percent over 1942. These fig-
ures may be taken as typical for other in-
dustrial counties in the state.

In the face of this situation Governor
Earl Warren, with the assistance of the
reactionary majority in the state-legislature,
passed the Minors Emergency War Em-
ployment Act. This act allows the governor
to relax all child care, school attendance,
and child labor laws of the state. This is in
direct contradiction to the War Manpower
Commission statement of policy which asks
that federal and state legislation on child
labor and school attendance be maintained
during the war. So far Warren has been
very cautious in the use of the exhorbitant
powers granted him. Prudence, however,
dictates extreme vigilance on the part of
the public and organized labor. ’

Part of the solution to the delinquency
problem lies in increased nursery and older
child care facilities. The. Lanham Act has
provided funds for the operation of such
a program, yet local communities have
failed to make complete use of the funds
and in some instances have opposed the
program. The total capacity of all such
facilities is still less than adequate for cur-
rent and anticipated needs according to
most estimates, even though present capa-
city is not being fully utilized. In September
1943, Federal Works Administrator Flem-
ing stated that only one-fourth of capacity
of Lanham projects in the state were being
used. One month after this statement, at-
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tenddnce had jumped twenty-five percent.

There are many reasons for insufficient
utilization of current projects. Perhaps
the most important is lack of publicity. The
idea of child care and nursery centers for
the children of working mothers is a new
one and needs publicity not only as to loca-
tion but also as to purpose and policy. An-
other reason for lack of use is poor loca-
tion, in some instances, far from the homes
of the mothers or from the factories. The
location of some such centers at or adjacent
to the factories has been suggested by the
CIO.

‘Low standard of supervision has been
alleged in some projects. Two centers in
Oakland were boycotted by an AFL local
for this reason. Child care is a complex
profession calling for special training. A
teaching certificate representing four to six
years of college study is required for attend-
ants of centers in California. The pay is

low and qualified help is difficult to recruit. -

In some centers the size of fees has been
prohibitive, running as high as seventy-five
cents a day. Fees in Lanham projects have
recently been reduced and standardized at
fifty cents a day in California. This fee
applies to nursery projects only and covers
the cost of food, laundry, etc. It is generally
felt that costs of extended day care centers
(after school programs) should be borne
by the regular school systems as a part of
their regular function. Elimination of fees
altogether has been recommended by some
groups; this is not impossible within the
terms of the Lanham Act. _

A defect of the Lanham program is the
lack of provision for children.under two
years of age. Younger mothers, those most
likely to have husbands in the armed forces
and therefore most likely to be working,
are also most likely to have children Under
two. The importance of the child care
problem is indicated by the statement of a
War Department commission sent to Los
Angeles to increase manpower in the air-
plane industry. The commission told local
officials, “You have lost planes and you will
lose more planes in this area for lack of
child care.” In this connection WMC fig-
ures for the nation show that eight women
are leaving work and refusing to accept
further employment for every ten per-
suaded to enter the labor market. A large
share of the blame for this unfortunate
situation must be charged to the inadequacy
of the child care program.

INTO the highly charged picture of war-

time California, with its roaring indus-
try, booming population, and overtaxed
living facilities, was introduced the West
Coast Plan of the War Manpower Com-
mission. The plan’s significance is seen in
statements of officials in Washington that
failure of the plan will force them to ask
for labor draft legislation; some implying
that they would prefer a compulsory to a
voluntary solution of the manpower prob-
lem.

The West Coast plan, designed to make

the most effective use of labor in vital
West Coast industries, does not embody

‘new ideas. Its basic features: the classifica-

tion of industrial plants by degree of urg-
ency in the war effort, and the. controlled
referral of workers to plants in order of
urgency, were outlined by the state CIO
Council a year ago in convention. The
WDMC, charged with executing the plan,
had the authority to put it into effect a
year ago. That the plan, or a similar plan,
was not introduced until September 1943,
reflects a characteristic tardiness. WMC
prepared the plan in Washington without
consulting local labor and business organi-
zations and without consulting its own
West Coast representatives. War Mobili-
zation Director Byrnes issued it as a man-
date. Yet it carries provisions which can-
not be carried out without whole-hearted
cooperation from labor, management, and
local communities.

It is, however, a step forward. It clearly,
outlines the authority and duty of WMC
and ehmm:ytes overlapping Jurlsdlctlons of
agencies previously concerned in one way
or another with manpower. It sets up ap-
paratus to correlate manpower allocation
and production planning. One of its defects
is the failure to include representatives of
labor on the two all-important committees
the plan sets up, the production urgency
committee and the manpower Dpriorities
committee. The function of the production
urgency committee is to determine what
shall be produced and who shall produce it,
to review contract proposals, and to with-
draw contracts where investigation shows
it necessary. The manpower priorities com-
mittee is charged with the responsibility of
determining which plants are entitled to
additional manpower and which plants
must reduce their labor force. Labor is in
a good position to supply the needed infor-
mation for .both these committees. As illus-
tration there are the cases of the General
Motors assembly plant just outside Oak-
land and the American Can Company in
San Francisco.

The General Motors plant operated at
the start of the war as a tank and truck
assembly center. It was closed down and
is being. used as a ‘warehouse. Its trained
and experienced workers were lost to other
industries and their skills dissipated. At or
about the same time a plant in Stockton,
Cal., was retooled and converted to truck
and Yank assembly and a new group of
workers trained for the new operatlon. The
CTO, which had jurisdiction in the Oak-
land plant, was aware of the waste involved
in this operation but WMC was not set
up to handle such matters at that time.

In San Francisco the American Can
Company ‘had no war contract and its
management made no effort to secure one.
The CIO campaigned for and secured a
contract for the plant and thus prevented
the loss of the use of valuable machinery
and labor skills.

The transfer or introduction of new
industries vitally concerns labor.- Cali-
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fornia is loaded with special purpose war
plants, introduced at the expense of the
state’s normal and long-established indus-
tries. Labor urges that any contracts with-
drawn from the area be those special pur-
pose “war babies” and that, wherever pos-
sible, contracts be maintained in those plants
most readily convertible to normal peace-
time production. Labor cannot contem-
plate with equanimity a situation in which
the defeat of fascism will mean immediate
employment crises.

Already in operation in Northern Cali-
_ fornia at the time the West Coast plan was
introduced was a local plan. Established
by the local WMC it provides for labor-
management committees in each factory,
headed by an area labor-management com-
mittee, charged with controlling turnover
through the issuance of availability certifi-
cates, and with improving the utilization
of labor in the plant. In this latter feature
the plan is unique in the country. However,

this feature has yet to be put into operation -
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because of an alleged lack of administrative
outline of procedure and the personnel to
operate it. Labor. claims that the outline
and personnel are now available.

The crux of the California manpower
situation is this: 150,000 to 200,000 new
workers are needed immediately. Of these
an estimated 100,000 are needed in the

San Francisco Bay area. These workers

must be secured if production is to be main-
tained and increased to meet military de-
mands. On the West Coast, California
figures as the crucial state. In California,
the Bay area, containing the vital war pro-
ducing cities of San Francisco, South San
Francisco, Oakland, Alameda, Berkeley,
Richmond, Sausalito, and Vallejo, is the
crucial area. This is reflected in the order
of the WMC of Nov. 14, 1943, freezing
all hiring, except of previously uhemployed
women, in the area named and a few adja-
cent counties.

The greater part of new labor must be
women. Twenty-six and eight-tenths per-
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cent of the state’s total labor force in essen-
tial industry is composed of women, an in-
crease from 16.4 percent at the beginning
of the year. The totals have grown, in air-
craft and shipbuilding, from 600 women
in January 1941, to 129,200 in July
1943; in all industry, from 45,600 in Jan-

“uary 1941, to 237,000 in July 1943. In

one durable goods industry, electrical ma-
chinery and equipment, women formed
51.2 percent of the labor force in August
1943.

The increase in the employment of wo-
men must be accelerated. This can only
be accomplished by an overall program of
education and recruitment (for some of the
old bias against women working still re-
mains), increased child care, restaurant,
laundry, shopping, transportation, and
other personal service facilities. Increased
wages and better working conditions in
personal service industries are indispensable
auxiliaries of the program. -~

Turnover figures should serve to warn
that there is more to recruitment than the
signature on the hire-in ticket. In ship-
building the turnover rates have run as
high as twenty-five percent in some plants,
in aircraft, as high as fifteen percent. For
all industries in the Bay area the rate in-
creased from 10.7 percent in July to 12.0
percent in August 1943. Seventy-four per-
cent of all separations in the Bay area in
August 1943, were quits. Figures already
quoted show that the rate of quits was
higher for women than men. These are
the results of inadequate planning.

NOTHFR source of manpoyer is racial

minorities, especially’ Negroes — the
same Negroes Mayor Bowron of Los An-
geles would bar from entering. Although
the employment of minorities in vital in-
dustries (aircraft, shipbuilding, iron and
steel, and transportation) has more than
doubled since 1942, discrimination against
their employment continues in subtle ways.
President Roosevelt’s reaffirmation of his
executive orders on discrimination and the
presence of an FEPC investigating com-
mittee on the West Coast, added to a
growing public realization of the vital role
of Negroes in our society, have given dis-
criminatory companies check. Quietly, how-
ever, a few offenders carry on their prac-
tices. The United States Employment
Service, which works closely with WMC,
is accused of being equivocal in its policy

‘toward Negroes and even of assisting em-

ployers to evade the hiring of Negroes. In
a great many instances in California labor
unions Negroes are either hired on union
permit cards which give them no member-
ship rights, or are allowed to join but are
placed in auxiliaries where they have no
vote on union policy and sometimes have
no control over their own funds. The AFL
unions are the worst offenders on this
count.

Equally serious is the refusal to upgrade
Negroes on the basis of skills and experi-
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ence. In at least one shipbuilding plant
Negroes have been used to train neophyte
white gang bosses but are not themselves
upgraded.: Discrimination thus deprives the
war effort of needed and qualified leader-
ship.

Another source of manpower lies in in-
creased utilization of labor already em-
ployed. The CIO has recommended a pro-
gram which deserves serious consideration.
It provides for compulsory labor-manage-
ment committees in plants with war con-
tracts. These committees would be charged
with the definite responsibility of increasing
production and would be assigned industrial
engineers as consultants. Area committees
would be set up for the pooling and ex-
change of information. Labor representa-
tives would sit on advisory and administra-
tive branches of the War Production
Board.

That labor-management committees pay
dividends is illustrated by figures for the
Richmond shipyards. Even here the labor-
management committees frave never func-
tioned completely. Nevertheless results have
been obtained which are largely traceable to

-

worker-inspired effort: inventions for which
the Maritime Commission has presented
awards, “Second Front” committees to in-
crease production, “fifteen minute ship”
committees to inspire time-saving efforts
(“fifteen minutes every day’’), etc. In Sep-
tember 1943, average time from keel-lay-
ing to delivery for Liberty ships was 41.2
days for all yards. For Richmond it was
31.4 days. In September 1943, twenty-six
ships were launched with a man-hour ex-
penditure per ship of roughly sixty-nine
percent less than two years ago.

STILL another possibility for greater labor

utilization is incentive pay. The CIO
has made careful study of incentive pay
plans. It recommends their study and use
by member unions, as long as proper safe-
guards are provided for labor’s hard won
rights. In one plant in California where
incentive pay was introduced production
has gone up fifty to seventy-five units per

hour above normal, wages have increased-

eighteen and twenty percent, and turnover
has decreased from thirty-six percent to
six percent.

The relation of morale to production is
undisputed. The turnover figures quoted
indic#te a dangerous state of morale. Job
freezing will halt the turnaver but will not
correct the conditions whieh gave rise to
quitting. Morale is a product of a number
of conditions inside and outside of the fac-
tory. Many of these conditions have already
been discussed. Within the plants a great
deal can be done in the way of education
in the meaning of the war and the relation
of the worker to the war, in providing
efficient first aid' and safety programs, in
establishing recreational programs, and in
assuring proper feeding facilities. i

All methods of recruiting manpower
and increasing production must be studied.
The battle of production must involve
every member of society, must make use

of every resource and anticipate obstacles
before they arise. The extent and kind of
operations of our armies in the field rests
largely on the extent of production at
home. We on the home front have the
solemn obligation to our fighting forces to
win the battle of production.

DonaLp Law.
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Johannes Steele's brother was put in a concentration
camp by the Nazis when they entered Holland, and was
killed. Increasing pressure is being brought by reactionaries
and lose-the-war elements against Steele's broadcasts be-
cause of their outspoken anti-fascist tone.

This story is told in the Anna Freud-Dorothy Burlingham
reports of the Foster Parents Plan for War Children. A
bombed out four-year-old in England, whose small life had
been spent in the war nursery, first saw the moon one
morning from her nursery window. "Has she been up there
all night?" she asked. When told yes, the little girl re-
marked, "l see, night duty."

Some of the money used by the Polish fascists in their
present hlgh-powered anti-Soviet campaign is from lend-
lease funds given by the American government to the
Polish government-in-exile. :

[ ]

High dignitaries of the Catholic hierarchy have met
with German refugee professors and teachers in this coun-
try to offer them posts in European Universities after the
war, IF. ... And reactionary elements in the State Depart-
ment are hunting around furiously for the German Ba-
doglio-in-exile.

°

Haakon Chevalier, translator of Louis Aragon and
Andre Malraux, also translated Dali's ""Private Life" and is
at work on a translation of his new novel. He has our
sympathy.

[ ]

As cattle, horses, and goats are returned to the villages

from which they were evacuated in Russia they are

watched and cared for by women collective farmers. There
is a story of one peasant woman who put her coat around
such a returned calf despite the fact that she herself was
freezing. So well has the return of livestock to liberated
areas been planned that there is not a chicken in all the
Soviet Union whose whereabouts is not known to the
authorities, and whose return route has not been planned
to the tiniest detail. .

Not all the Nazi war prisoners in the United States are
Nazis at heart. A few have written letters to people they
knew to be sympathetic, such as Mrs. Kurt Rosenfeld and
Dr. Felix Boehnheim of the ''German-American,”" and in-
formed them that there are "many anti-Nazis" in the
camps. They have also asked for anti-Nazi literature and
"good German books," saying they were ''starving for
German literature.” ' :

L]

A new bust of Lenin was recently unveiled in London

to take the place of the one destroyed by Mosley's

fascists.
[ ]

Just after Herbert Morrison's statement in the . House

of Commons on the Mosley affair, a hot supporter of
Mr. Morrison was shown by an indignant member the
published extracts from the newspaper of the Eighth Army

‘in ltaly, indicating the bitterness and anger of Eighth Army

men against the release of Mosley. Morrison's supporter
gazed at these repor’rs through trembling spectacles. Finally,
he remarked, "Ah, yes, but you must not pay too much
attention to what these men in the Army say—you know
they are notoriously, wildly anti-fascist.”

PARTISAN.
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Tito's Ai‘my :

shining moments,
but rarely has it been
more brilliant than in
Cyrus  Sulzberger’s
report on Tito’s in-
trepid army. His story
published in the New York Times is in-
fused with tragedy and the sense of the
heroic. His picture of thousands of men
and women—ragged, hungry, unarmed—
growing into a unified power deserves the
comparison he makes with our own Valley
Forge. And the picture’s final impact is
that of the mighty truth itself. For at last
we have under the most respectable aus-
pices a brief history of Yugoslav resistance
that should destroy the Mikhailovich myth
and give us every reason to recognize of-
ficially the new provisional government.

We cannot help recalling that when
New Masses and the Daily Worker
month after month published the truth
about the Liberation Army, that truth was
ridiculed as Communist inventiorf. When
both the Worker and this magazine re-
futed the wholesale fabrications of Peter’s
many governments, these refutations were
dismissed as thin concoctions mixed in back
rooms. That has happened too often with
other causes which NEw Masses has cham-
pioned and if we take some satisfaction in
having publicly pioneered the cause of
Yugoslavia’s liberators it is only because we
feel that we have lived up to our respon-
sibilities in telling the truth even when it
was highly unpopular. We can only de-
plore the fact that other newspapers and
periodicals were so blind that they con-
tinued repeating a glaring falsehood in the
face of information available merely for
the asking.

While Sulzberger’s story has done much
to cut the underpinnings of anti-Tito cir-
cles, the prejudice and bitterness continues
to linger. His dispatch, for example, has not
made the least impression on the editors of
the T#mes. Not only are they in perpetual
conflict with their correspondents abroad but
their contempt for the truth is worthy only
of completely irrational minds. The edi-
torial commenting on Sulzberger’s dispatch
is a grievous and pompous piece of rhetoric
designed to allay any effect on public opin-
ion which the Sulzberger story is certain
to have.

The Times, for example, mourns over
the civil strife that accompanied the de-
velopment of Yugoslav resistance. Who
started the strife and who continues it to

N,
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JOURNALISM has its

this day is made amply clear by Sulzberger.
He tells how Tito twice visited Mikhailo-
vich proposing a joint command. He tells
how Mikhailovich broke his promise and
attacked Partisan strongholds. 'Yet the
Times holds Tito _responsible for “grue-
some massacres’—massacres perpetrated
by the Chetniks with Mikhailovich’s con-
sent and Nazi agreement. If the Times has
doubts about its reporter’s veracity it might
have checked the facts about Chetnik
atrocities by consulting its own columns
where it recently reported Gen. Sir Henry

Wilson’s order that Mikhailovich’s men_

cease their operations against the Partisans.
But the Times generals seem to know
better and cannot abide the truth even when
it is available in their own news pages.
They even repeat the nonsense that Mi-
khailovich-has 250,000 men ready to act
when the Allies invade. That figure is of
course entlrely without foundation and they
must know it to be so for Cyrus Sulz-
berger “himself, in a recent issue of the
Sunday Times magazine section (Decem-
ber 5) estimated the number of Mikhailo-
vich men to range between 6,000 and
20,000. The whole Times editorial is re-

IIIIIIIIIIIIIlllIllIIIIIIII!IIlIIIIIIllIIlllIIIII!IIIIllIIIIIllIIlllllllllll!llllIIIIIHIIIllllllllllllIllllllllllllllll
Holiday Memo

As you know Congress has adjourned for
the holidays. Our lawmakers have returned
to their hearths and are quite eager, as
many of them said, o meet their constitu-
ents. They want to know how you feel about
things. We believe that it would be some-
thing short of holiday neighborliness to
leave them in the dark.

We suspect that our legislators have an
uneasy hunch how the country feels about
their august deliberations on two major is-
sues: i.e. the Soldiers' Vote Bill, and the
subsidy program. We suggest you under-
score that hunch which led them to post-
pone final action on subsidies by extending
the program until February 17. We suggest
too that you corroborate their suspicion
that that explosion they heard on the Sol-
diers' Vote Bill was no mere ringing in the
ears, but that it was the clamor of fathers,
mothers, brothers, sisters, of the eleven mil-
lions in the army who want the armed forces
to enjoy the franchise. If you pay your
congressman a visit or drop him a line you
should have not only an enjoyable holiday
season, but a profitable one.

LRy

plete with violations of the most elemen-
tary ethics of journalism. And its sugges-
tion that the Allies temporarily cooperate
with Tito, use his men, and then cast him
aside is of a piece with those ethics.
Fortunately for us and for the success
of the war there are men who are willing
to face realities, men who will not play
the Times’ game of infantile politics. Tito
has won the respect of these men, particu-
larly the military figures among them.

.They are amazed that with the equipment

available to him he has been able to organ-
ize a force in Europe second in effective-
ness to that of the Red Army; that he is
now holding and beating back more Nazis
than are both the Eighth and Fifth Armies
in Italy. The world is also beginning to
recognize that the source of Tito’s strength
comes from the political democracy on
which the new government résts—a gov-
ernment comprised of the representatives
of all political faiths, a unified entity in
which Communist and non-Communist
work together. No greater Serb chauvinists
are countenanced; all peoples are treated
equally. The spirit of democracy that pre-
vails in new-born Yugoslavia is entirely
alien to the mean and evil men around
Peter in Cairo. And their hysterical at-
tacks on Tito’s governments are a measure
of their feeling about the privileged posi-
tions they have lost. In Tito’s government
we have a valiant ally, loyal and courage-
ous. We can do no less than give it the
official recognition it has earned at the cost
of so many lives lost in battle.

Hitler's Doves

T 15 East For-
_ TIETH STREET,
New York City, there
is an office with the
words “Peace Now
Movement” on the
glass door. Out of
this office has begun to flow a variety
of letters, leaflets, and pamphlets, urging
an immediate negotiated peace with
Nazi Germany and fascist Japan. Re-
cently members of Congress have been
flooded with this literature. “We do not
think,” states a letter addressed to
congressmen, “that the defense and safety
of America require an attempt to invade
and conquer either Germany or Japan.”
Much of the material issued by Peace
Now is in a traditionally pacifist vein. Un-
doubtedly there are sincere people in the
movement. But there is nothing innocent
about its organizers and manipulators.




“

The chairman of the Peace Now move-
ment is Prof. George W. Hartmann of
Teachers College, Columbia, now a visit-
ing lecturer at Harvard. Hartmann was
the Socialist candidate for mayor of New
York in 1941 and was at one time a leader
of the Red-baiting forces in the Teachers’
Union. He is the author of a pamphlet en-
titled 4 Plea for an Immediate Peace by
Negotiation which is being distributed by
Peace Now. In this pamphlet he writes:
“Are we so sure that Hitler is opposed to
vocational guidance? That Mussolini is
against sanitation? Or . Hirohito hostile to
public schools? Or all of them combined
antagonistic to the idea of a decent diet for
everybody?” As in the case of Norman
Thomas, who is also identified with Peace
Now, Hartmann’s apologia for Hitler,
Mussolini, and Hirohito is the obverse of
his unyielding hatred for the Soviet Union,
for the coalition policy of President Roose-
velt, for democratic movements every-
where. Hartman is also closely associated
with Frederick J. leby, head of the Na-
tional Council for the Prevention of War,
which for years has been a funnel for de-
featist propaganda, much of it coming
directly from Axis sources. At a recent
negotiated peace conference in Philadel-
phia held by the Libby outfit Norman
Thomas and Mrs. Robert Taft, wife of
the senator, were featured speakers.
Clearly, what Peace Now is packaging
under a Socialist and pacifist label is incite-

ment to sedition and treason. There is noth-
ing to prevent this literature from falling
into the hands of members of the armed
forces or from undermining the morale of
the civilian population at a time when the
home front greatly needs strengthening.
Isn’t this a matter for the Department of
Justice to look into?

A Second Look at Profits

THERE is nothing
so very difficult

about the idea hidden
ot behind the forbidding
label “renegotiation.”
] The word implies no
more than the revi-

sion of terms and prices of war contracts

in the light of past experience. A great
many of these contracts were awarded to
corporations during the dangerous days fol-
lowing Pearl Harbor; neither the govern-
ment nor the corporations had any idea
what final costs on certain products would
be—there had been no experience produc-
ing them and no time for haggling. In
April 1942 Congress passed the War Con-
tracts “Renegotiation Act to enable gov-
ernment agencies to examine books and
costs, and, where charges have been ex-
cessive, to redetermine what fair price
should be paid the corporations for their
products. Under Secretary of War Robert
P. Patterson recently estimated that in

ture. Hence

13,000 renegotiation cases the government
had saved $5,300,000,000.

The spectacle of the New York Times’
Arthur Krock, always a respected sounding
board for big business, admitting that with-
out renegotiation some corporations might
conceivably gain- such huge profits that
members of the armed forces might be out-
raged and, worse yet, “radicalized” when
they return home after the -war, pro-
vides an inkling of how excessive some
of the charges are.

The Senate Finance Committee, under
the lcadership of its chairman, Senator
George, is now attempting to amend the
law in order to ban renegotlatlon in all but
a relatively small number of cases. It must
be remembered that renegotiation is not
designed to take profits away, but merely
to prevent a profiteering orgy such as this
country has never seen.

The labor movement has glven its sup-
port to the administration’s program of
taxing profits and of limiting the corpora-
tions’ take within the bounds of reason. So
far, however, labor has not gone to the
Senate Finance Committee to insist that the
committeemen stop tampering with renego-
tiation provisions. Nor have the people’s
organizations appeared to state their views.
True, the Committee has attempted to pose
the question of renegotiation as bewilder-
ingly recondite and far removed from the
understanding of ordinary mortals. But the -
people’s stake in renegotlatlon is obvious
once.the double talk is ignored. Its weaken-
ing will place an even greater tax burden
upon the publlc in the postwar perlod Re-
negotiation is another weapon against in-
flation. With profits after taxes already at
record-breaking helghts, the spectacle. of
so-called representatives of the people at-
tempting to swell them still further is a
moral aﬁront to the very meaning of this
war.

The Fascist Cop

MAGINE the tem-

per of your neigh-
borhood if the police-
man on your street
corner showed up for
duty every day with
a swastika in his
lapel! Well, Patrolman James L. Drew,
of Brooklyn, doesn’t have the temerity to
wear his fascism on his sleeve but proof is
irrefutable that he associated with indicted
seditionists and used his home as a ware-
house for Goebbelsian anti-Semitic litera-
the consternation in New
York when Police Commissioner Lewis J.
Valentine exonerated the patrolman of
serious charges drawn up against him by
Dean Ignatius M. Wllkmson, city Corpo-
ration Counsel Dean Wilkinson concluded
that Drew “should be found guilty and
dismissed from the service.” Millions in
New York feel the same way and they
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demand that the mayor himself act upon
the case, immediately and decisively.

Commissioner of Investigation William

" B. Herlands was well within reason when
he issued a bitter denunciation of the white-
wash and termed the decision “a major
defeat on the home front.” Rep. Emanuel
Celler said hotly, “Commissioner Valen-
tine’s action in whitewashing him [Drew}
will not wash.” Mr. Celler, too, demanded
that the mayor act; and the mayor has
indicated that he will soon issue a state-
ment on the case.

The issue is so transparently clear that
millions of patriots are simply flabbergasted
at Valentine’s finding. It brings disrepute
to the entire police force of New York,
and upon those to whom it is responsible.
Obviously, terrific pressure must have been
exerted to keep Drew on the force; the
fine hand of the Christian Front is some-
where in the picture. ‘

Evidently Father Knickerbocker has
some housecleaning to do. What can our
soldiers think, as they move into battle,
knowing that fascism, gun in holster, night-
stick in hand, patrols the streets of their
home bailiwicks? Owur city fathers must
realize that we cannot.keep faith with our
heroes while we keep Fascist Drew on our

" police force.

Child Care

HE War Man-

power Commis-
sion has announced
that 3,000,000 addi-
tional women are re-
quired for war work
. to replace drafted
men and meet our production needs. The

problem is more than one of recruiting

women for industry; it is also one of keep-
ing them at the job. It is startling to learn
that for every ten women entering the
labor market, eight are leaving. This can
be attributed to a variety of causes, but un-
doubtedly a major factor is the lack of ade-
quate child care facilities.

Just the other day the House of Repre-
sentatives showed its appreciation of the
problem by voting to kill a $50,000,000
. appropriation for community schools and
nurseries under the Lanham Act. Though
it is estimated that more than 700,000
children require care in the 108 cities in
which the WMC is conducting recruiting
campaigns among- women, there were in
June of this year only some 980 projects,
caring for 11,000 children, functioning
with Lanham Act funds. Though this
number has since increased, it has not kept
_pace with the need. And there are many
cities, among them New York, which have
been ruled ineligible for Lanham Act funds
for this purpose because they have not been
designated by the WMC as labor shortage
centers requiring the employment of

(Continued on page 11)
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Steel and Railroad Crises

WO serious labor crises have cast their shadows over the home front in

the past few days—at the very moment when preparations for the de-
cisive western assault on Europe have been speeded up with the appoint-
ment of Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower as commander-in-chief of the Anglo-
American invasion forces. The threat of a tieup of the nation's railroads and
the spontaneous walkout of tens of thousands of steel workers over the past
weekend are hardly the kind of New Year's greetings that will hasten victory
in 1944,

President Roosevelt is to be congratulated for his prompt action in taking
over the railroads and issuing his statement on retroactive pay to the steel
workers which caused the War Labor Board to reverse its original position.
dent A. F. Whitney of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Trainmen, and President
Alvanley Johnston of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, who have
cooperated with the President in preventing disastrous paralysis of the coun-
try's steel industry and transportation system. But the mere fact that in both
the rail and the steel situations President Roosevelt had to intervene,  going
over the heads of agencies and individuals whose job it is fo_prevent precisely
such disturbances, is evidence that something is wrong.

Who is to blame? Certain newspapers automatically give the answer
they have been giving for years: "'Labor.” But when it is remembered that
the railroad crisis involves the unions which are generally described as the
most conservative -in the country, and that the steel crisis involves the union
which is headed by the foremost advocate of the no-strike pledge in the labor
movement, Philip Murray, it becomes clear that this answer is considerably
off the beam. : :

The fact is that the railroad dispute has been so badly bungled by the
agencies charged with settling it, particularly by Director of Economic
Stabilization Fred M.-Vinson, that Axis agents could not have dreamed up a
nastier mess. He has played Horatio defending the bridge to certain disaster,
acting with the most provocative arrogance toward key war workers who,
unlike workers in other industries, have had no wage increase during the war
period to meet the rising living costs, are not paid time and a half for over-
time, and suffer from other disabilities that belong to an archaic period of
labor relations.

In the case of the steel workers, the lion's share of the blame goes to the
majority of the War Labor Board, particularly the public members, who seem
to have confused their role with that of the industry members. Steel union
contracts with 214 companies expired December 24 and an even greater
number will terminate January 3. The union, which is seeking a seventeen-
cents-an-hour increase, a guaranteed annual wage, and other improvements,
proposed that in order to keep production moving uninterrupted, the old

contracts be continued, pending new agreements, and any wage increase be -

retroactive to the date of the expiration of the old contracts. This is standard
practice and was accepted by the WLB in the coal mine dispute and in many
other cases. In the steel case, however, the public members insisted on making
retroactivity conditional on wage adjustments being within the existing wage

stabilization policy (that is, the Little Steel formula}—a condition which would-

tie the union's hands in advance of negotiations.

This points up the root of the evil in both the rail and steel disputes: the
attempt to keep wages rigid while all other factors in the economy. remain un-
stabilized. The Little Steel formula was supposed to have been part of an
original seven-point economic program; instead, as a result of congressional
sabotage, all the other elements have been treated most flexibly (in fact,
far too flexibly), while the Little Steel formula has been made tto an-arbitrary
dictator, ruling the men appointed to administer it and overriding national
interest and common sense. The President, by stepping into the rail and steel
crises and by his arbitration award to the locomotive engineers and railroad
trainmen, which in effect set aside the Vinson award, has injected common
sense into the situation and made the national interest paramount. This is,
however, emergency action; more fundamental measures to restore the
balance in our economy are urgently needed.
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NAZI BRIDGEHEAD: '44

Peneranda’s government in favor of

a Nazi-oriented clique in Bolivia has
serious international implications. The per-
sonalities involved and the mode of their
action indicates perilously close ties with
the Ramirez government of Argentina,.
and hence with the Axis. If consolidated, it
will mean that a fascist knife has been suc-
cessfully thrust deep into South America;
Argentina, the fascist state of Paraguay,
and now Bolivia are .affected. This trio of
states is dangerously close to Chile—as well
as Brazil whose democratic tendencies are
manifested exclusively in what may be
termed an opportunistic alliance with the
United Nations. The small nation -of
Uruguay is staunchly democratic, but
lying as it does between the two South
American giants, Argentina and Brazil,
constant fear prevails that it cannot suc-
cessfully resist a putsch by its native brand
of fascists, the Herreristas, if they are given
sufficient encouragement by the neighbor-
ing dictatorships. The point of the fascist
knife, moreover, probes toward the eco-
nomically backward, poverty-stricken coun-
tries of Peru and Ecuador. :

The accomplishment of the fascist fifth
column in the western hemisphere is al-
ready substantial. We face today not only
the deep Nazi wedge which has been de-
scribed, but we face the grave danger of
its further penetration and expansion. What
in the spring, at the time of the Argentine
coup, was a Hitler bridgehead on this side
of the Atlantic, has now become a poten-
tially powerful base of operation. Tentacles
of the Nazi octopus reach into every nation
of the hemisphere, not excluding our own.
The Falange, or its Mexican equivalent,
the Sinarquists, have nowhere been de-
stroyed. Indeed reports reach us that in
New York City itself agents of the Fa-
lange display a degree of boldness consid-
ered impossible a year ago. All such direct
agents of the Axis are, however, political
small fry in comparison to the enemy work
done by native defeatists, and pro-fascists
in each of this hemisphere’s nations. Our
Senator Butlers, our Mgr. Sheens, our
Reader’s Digest, our instigators of riots—
all find their, counterpart in every single
country of Latin America. So that while
the fascist accomplishment on this side of
the Atlantic is already great, its potentiali-
ties are even more dangerous.

T HE coup which overthrew General

EITHER our government nor our peo-
ple dare remain complacent in face
of these events and their augury. The Good
Neighbor policy has evidently not been en-
dowed with the guts necessary to assure

10

" By Frederick V. Field

democratic security within the hemisphere.
A decided advance over the crude impe-
rialism of preceding decades, it-has un-
questionably cleared away a lot of rubbish
from the pathway of democracy. But the
job of giving unqualified support to the
forces ot democracy is scarcely begun.
The fault, however, lies only partly
with the weakness of our government pol-
icy. Our people, particularly our demo-
cratic organizations, have been woefully
slow to appreciate the importance of hemi-
sphere solidarity. While the efforts of the
CIO to establish fraternal contact with
Latin American labor are praiseworthy,
they have been hesitant and minute in com-
parison to the necessity. A few individual
unions have made direct contact with their

. counterparts in certain Latin countries, but

here again the effort has been sporadic. The
AFL leadership have deliberately snubbed
their brothers below the Rio Grande. And
so if criticism be made of the government
that it relies for its hemisphere contacts
mainly upon certain esoteric individuals
many of whom do not understand, let alone
feel, democracy, we must also blame our-
selves for letting the matter go by default.

The sacrifices which the people of Latin
America have made on behalf of the war
against the Axis are not generally known
or appreciated. Simply because Mexican or
Cuban or Colombian divisions of troops
have not appeared on the battlefields, one
cannot assume that their governments and
their peoples are merely giving lip service
to the war. Nothing could be farther from

~ the truth. The war hit the workers and

farmers of Latin, America hard; they
fought back with whatever instruments
they possessed. They were badly off eco-
nomically before the war; their hardship
has increased several fold during the course
of the war. The workers have pledged
themselves to increase production for the
United Nations. And they have succeeded.
But severe inflationary tendencies have
been apparent throughout the southern
continent. Prices have soared, hoarders and
profiteers have grown fat, food has often
become scarce, real wages have dropped
alarmingly.

Given the sad background of Yankee
imperialism, the economic poverty of the

masses accentuated by the war has proved
fertile ground for the propaganda of Hit-
ler’s fifth column. They have been able to
seize upon these economic difficulties to
sow the seeds of dissension, of disunity. At
the very time when the United States was
abandonipg the big stick of dollar diplo-
macy afid when the Good Neighbor policy,
in spite of its defects, was striving for
democratic unity, the fascists and their
agents demagogically raised the false ban-
ner of anti-imperialism. e

IN THEIR struggle to help the United

Nations defeat fascism, the plain people
of Latin America have thus been faced
with two powerful enemies: increasing’
poverty and political disrupters exploiting
their economic condition. The heroic fight
that organized labor and other progressive
forces in Latin America have waged under
these circumstances is proof that they con-
stitute our most powerful and able allies
in ‘the hemisphere. Throughout Latin
America it has been organized labor that
has carried democracy’s banner. Organized
workers have been chiefly responsible for
that degree of internal and external unity
that has been achieved. They have been the
chief protagonists for price control, for
war economy. They have fought for and
achieved increased production for the war.
They have been the leaders in the fight to
expose and exterminate the fifth column.

et these people—the masses of Latin
American workers—have been ignored by
the agencies charged with implementing
the Good Neighbor policy. These are the
people who, it is not an exaggeration to
say, have been damned by the faint praise
and condescension of the people of the
United States, The organized workers of
Bolivia represented the heart and demo-
cratic strength of that country, not the de-
tested General Peneranda, the tool of the
tin barons. The organized workers of
Argentina represent the real interests of
the United Nations and of hemisphere’
unity, not the degenerate government of
Ramirez which we were so hasty as to
stabilize through recognition. We have no
greater ally this side of the Atlantic than
the CTAL, the 4,000,000-strong Federa-
tion of Latin American Workers, and its
great leader, Lombardo Toledano. Until
we, as a government and as a people, rec-
ognize this and act upon it we shall be de-
feating the purposes of the Good Neighbor
policy. Until we begin to lay the basis of
hemisphere unity from the ground up, in-
stead of from the clouds down,.we shall
be crippling our war effort in our own.
home grounds.
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(Continued from page 9)

mothers. Yet the fact is that in these cities
too many mothers must take war jobs for
“economic reasons, particularly if their hus-
bands are in the armed forces.

It is time the country squarely faced the
price it is paying for its neglect of the prob-
lem of child care, a price computed in low-

WORLD

Moscow (via Inter-Continent News).
F SPECIAL interest among postwar
O economic problems is the question
of currency stabilization. Undoubt-
edly there is the danger of a general de-
valuation of currencies as was the case
after the first world war. And at the pres-
ent time it is quite clear that when the war
is over, European countries, first and fore-
most, are threatened with new currency
devaluation. Huge sums consisting of bank
and savings bank deposits have accumulated
in all countries in the course of the conflict.
Apart from internal sources of inflation—
accumulated purchasing power—there are
also external sources of inflation having
their origin in foreign trade. The export
capacity of European countries will be ex-
tremely insignificant because of economic
destruction and the necessity of satisfying
home needs. Consequently the countries of
Europe will have an adverse trade balance.
A situation of this kind is bound to arise
when peace comes unless timely measures
are taken to prevent or allay the threatened
devaluation of money.

This problem has been the subject of
lively discussion and a number of schemes
have been advanced most important of
which is the one drafted by the well-known
British economist, John Maynard Keynes.
He proposes the establishment of an inter-
national clearing union. Another plan is the

one formulated by Harry White, of the .

United States Treasury Department. He
calls for the creation of a huge currency
stabilization fund and international bank.
Both projects are directed towards one and
the same aim. Nevertheless they call for
quite different methods and means of im-
plementation. One of them would obviate
the other. There are also some schemes
representing compromises.

The Keynes plan takes into account the
special position of Britain. Before the war
the City occupied the role of international
banker—the prerequisites of this role being
the stability of the British pound and the
free circulation of gold which in turn neces-
sitated a favorable balance of payments and
the presence of adequate gold reserves to
cover temporary adverse balances.
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ered war production, excessive economic
hardships and rising juvenile delinquency.
It is not a question of ideally perfect solu-
tions, but of constructive measures that will
do more than nibble at the problem. We
can learn much from both the British and
the Russians in this respect. An alert public
opinion and efforts by organized labor can

"The war and its consequences have de-
stroyed these conditions. Britain’s balance

of payments is in danger of becoming an

adverse one in the postwar period. And
apart from this almost the whole of Bri-
tain’s gold reserve has been transferred to
the United States while in the course of the
war the British colonies have accumulated
considerable sums in sterling in London.
From this it follows that Britain cannot
count on preserving her role of interna-
tional banker during the postwar period by
the means she used before the war. Imple-
menting the Keynes plan would undoubt-
edly help Britain recover this role in the
postwar period although stabilizing curren-
cies on an international scale could never
be secured by means of the creation of an
international clearing union. Such a union
could to a certain extent soften or postpone
foreign devaluation but could not elim-
inate it.

THE Keynes plan glone cannot secure

currency stability. Only on condition
of continued government’restriction of in-
dividual consumption and investments,
with striét’control of foreign trade and also
with “extensive export of capital frofl the
rich countries to countries ruined by the
war, could the aims of the Keynes plan
for currency stabilization be achieved, But
the employment of all these means—-é—_yyhich
incidentally are hardly possible to realize
in peacetime under the existing social sys-
tem inasmuch as it runs contrary to. the
selfish interests of influential circles—
could secure a stable currency in each coun-
try also without an international clearing
system,

The White plan was submitted to the
Senate in April 1943, by Henry Morgen-
thau, the Secretary of the Treasury. The
idea of this plan consists in the mobilization
for international financial turnover of the
huge gold stocks in the United States
which find no use at the present time. The
idea of the White plan is the creation in the
first place of a five billion dollar currency
fund as the basis for stabilization. This
fund is to be formed of shares payable by

s

compel reversal of the House ban on the
new Lanham Act appropriation, can win
favorable action on the Senate Thomas
bill, which would provide nursery care and
foster day-care for children of all ages, and
can bring about better coordination of fed-
eral, state, municipal and private welfare
activities in this field. .

~

CURRENCY HEADACHE

all member states. There is no doubt that
the currency fund planned by White could
become a substantial factor in world econo-
my and secure currency stabilization more
effectively than the clearing union pro-
posed by Keynes. The leading position en-
visoned for the United States by the White
plan rests not only on the anticipation of
the United Sates being the dominant part-
ner in the currency fund, as the British
press stresses, but also on the anticipated
participation of the countries in Central
and South America which are under the
strong economic and political influence of
the United States. "

In addition, the White stabilization plan
also provides for the organization of a bank
for reconstruction and development of the
United Nations and nations joining them,
The bank’s capital of ten billion dollars can
be formed by member states in the same
way as the capital of the currency fund.
Undoubtedly the planned bank with its
colossal capital of ten billion dollars, to-
gether with the currency fund which pur-
sues an identical aim, would represent tre-
mendous economic power. But because of
this there is considerable opposition to this
plan outside as well as inside the United
States. It is as yet far from clear whether
the White plan in its present form can
count on success even in the United States.
For fully understandable reasons even
stronger objection to the White plan has
been raised in Britain. Efforts to draw up
something in the nature of a compromise
between the Keynes and White plans have
hitherto brought no results. And indeed a
compromise between the two plans is hard-
ly possible since Keynes is trying to_solve
the problem  of stabilizing currency by
eliminating. gold, and White on_the basis
of gold. Moreover, both these plans corre-
spond to the special economic interests of
their respective countries.

ATURALLY, Soviet public opinion can-
not but be interested in the economic
plans for postwar reconstruction discussed
in the countries of its allies. The special
character of the Soviet economic system de-
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termines its attitude toward the question
of the stabilization of currencies. As a state
engaged in foreign trade, just as Britain
or the United States, it is interested in the
stability of currencies of the countries with
whom it-is trading and in preventing cur-
rency speculations in other countries from
interfering with the normal course of for-
eign trade.

F aLL the Soviet Union’s trade with the
rest of the world could be conducted on
a basis of gold currency with unchanging
value, this would undoubtedly render trad-

ing operations easier. As regards the Soviet
Unjon’s currency it is known that here
prices—and consequently also the purchas-
ing power of the ruble—in state trade
turnover are fixed by plan. This means
that the stability of Soviet-currency is se-
cured by methods entirely different from
those in other countries. So far as the
USSR is concerned this also motivates the
possibility of any kind of proposals in the
field of economic policy by any future or-
ganization be it an international bank or
a currency fund. On the other hand, the
Soviet Union is undoubtedly interested in

beginnings and measures capable of accele-
rating the restoration of her economy as
well as of the economy of other countries
devastated by the fascist brigands.« This
question is of the greatest importance in
estimating the various financial plans on
the part of the Soviet Union.
"~ EuGeNE VArca.

Professor Varga is a distinguished Soviet
economist. The article above is abridged
from ome which he wrote for a recent
issue of the “War and the Working
Class.”’ :

ON THE

T Has been the rather unfortunate habit
Iof certain semi-official government

spokesmen to warn the American people
of “heavy losses” every time our armed
forces were preparing to go into action. A
small landing on a small island, involving
no more than a battalion, would be pre-
faced with a stark reminder that there
would be many men killed and wounded.
Such warnings are an insult to the spirit
of the American people, betraying a lack of
confidence in the people’s ability to “take

L

it.

As a matter of fact, in more than two
years of war, losses in our Armed Forces
have been only about one-quarter of the
yearly toll of fatal accidents in the USA
during 1929-39—a time when the mobili-
zation of industry and transport for war
had not boosted that death toll to new
highs. This means that the United States
as a whole has really not even begun to feel
the personal loss caused by the war. Add
to this the fact that not a square foot of
continental American soil has been so much
as scratched by the enemy. Certainly the
American people have enough hard-headed
sense to realize that they will have to pay
with a fair share of blood before the show
is over. And certainly they must be pre-
pared not to expect too cheap and easy a
victory—President Roosevelt took occasion
to warn of that in his Christmas Eve mes-
sage to the armed forces. But realism and
preparedness are one thing, “scaring” is
another. And some of the current specu-
lation about huge casualties can play -right
into the hands of defeatists. .

So-called “polarity,” or divergence aof
interests between enemies, is of paramount
importance in any struggle. In practice, it
takes the simple form of hatred for the
enemy, and hatred is the most powerful
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stimulus in combat. According to an old
Italian custom, when a man challenges his
adversary to a fight with daggers, he bites
his opponent’s ear in order to make him
mad. Thus he “primes” the conflict. To
put it bluntly, Germany has not bitten
America’s ear, while the Japanese have.
Thus, while there is polarity in the Pacfic
struggle, it still is lacking in the European
theater. It should be stimulated by showing
the American people what the Nazis are
doing to other people. And the American
people, who are naturally very inclined to
raise their mitts in defense of the underdog
—uany underdog, as a matter of fact—
would soon develop the necessary polarity.
But instead of that we are being “scared”
all the time by prediction of losses.

Take for instance, the recent statement
by a high ranking official in administration
circles that within the next ninety days we
would lose three times more than we lost
during 750 days of war. Such a statement
actually does not mean a thing, because
nobody can calculate the losses in<battles

which have not been joined yet. Instead
of warning us of things nobody on earth
can foretell, it would be more effective and
less insulting to America’s martial pride to”
read over every radio network Ralph Park-
er’s article in the New York Times of
December 26 on German atrocities in
Kharkov. American troops are about to
enter into the inferno of Europe like liber-
ating knights in shining armor. They must
think of blows to be struck, not received.
They must not think “How soon do we go
home?” but “How long before we save
those unfortunate people of Europe and the
world from the German executioners?” In
this feeling lies the true pdlarity between
the American people and their enemies.

AGAINST this unfortunate tendency to

warn us of future losses in the coming
invasion of Europe by Anglo-American
forces, we have a number of highly en-
couraging developments. First, to every
war-minded American comes the appoint-

. ment of General Eisenhower to the su-

preme command of the invasion forces. To
everyone who has followed Eisenhower’s

- activities since Nov. 8, 1942, the appoint-

ment is an assurance that the huge opera-
tion will be carried out with precision,
thoroughness, skill, and—above all—talent.
The appointment of the “relentless Scot,”
General Montgomery, whom some British
brass hats have been reported to have
dubbed “impossible, but indispensable,” is
a token of the aggressiveness of the tactics
to be applied in the coming invasioh. The
huge aerial preparation for the invasion will
be in the able hands of General Spaatz.
It cannot be said that nothing has been
done in reference to the invasion agreed
upon at Teheran. There is little doubt that
the unprecedented bombing of certain ob-
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jectives in northern and northwestern
France is the first round of the coming
operation. It has been going on around the
clock for three days (at this writing).
Heavy bombers instead of medium ones
were used. The RAF went over even in
daylight. British and American attacks fol-
lowed each other against the same objec-
tives. A number of propaganda stories have
been put out about the objectives of this
aerial assault. The Channel coast has been
dubbed. “the rocket-gun coast.” Even
“atomic guns” have been attributed to the
Germans. All this, of course, is nonsense.
The Germans have rocket guns, of course.
Why shouldn’t they if the Russians have
had - “Katushas” ever since the battle of
Moscow two years ago? But rocket guns
may be very good at short range. At long
range they cannot be aimed accurately.
They may be part of the system of coastal
defense, but they are certainly not its main-

stay, and the big noise about them looks _

like so much hooey to us. Something else
is being"bombed in France by our planes.

In the Mediterranean the Italian cam-
paign has been put back in its proper place:
that of a decidedly secondary operation
which may remain stalemated for several
months to come without seriously affecting
the coming big show. The “soft under-
belly” nonsense has been exploded and the
waters of the Garigliano have carried its
remains to the sea.

Across the Adriatic the Yugoslav Army
of Liberation, on the contrary, has been
projected in our belated consciousness in
its proper perspective as the biggest land
show in Europe outside the Eastern Front.
We are now helping Marshal Tito and are
reported to have established a supply cor-
ridor for his forces who have stalled the
sixth German offensive against them, keep-
ing busy more German divisions than Gen-
erals Clark and Montgomery combined. It
becomes increasingly clear that, especially
after the loss of the islands in the Aegean
and Turkey’s shyness at taking a hand in
the war, our only safe bet in the Balkans
is the fighting space secured by Marshal
Tito’s people’s war. We are beginning to
learn lessons which form no part of the
curriculum of the General Staff and Com-
mand School or the War College.

AT THE other extremity of our western

perimeter, the British Navy has caught
up with one of the three German battle-
wagans, the Scharnhorst, which was sunk
off North Cape on Christmas day while
trying to attack a Murmansk-bound con-
voy. This is a serious blow to the Germans,
especially in view of the coming develop-
ments in the Baltic zone of Germany’s
Eastern Front. There, the second week of
the Red Army northern offensive has car-
ried General Bargamyan’s troops to within
eight miles (December 26) of Vitebsk. The
line from Vitebsk to Polotsk has been vir-
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tually cut. The line from Vitebsk to Orsha
is also practically cut. If tottering Vitebsk
falls, the Red Army may drive along the
Dvina westward, acting like a huge crow-
bar, loosening the German grip on the
Baltic area. If Dvinsk, only ninety miles
west of the western face of the Soviet Nevel
salient, is captured, the Germans will not
be able to hold the Baltic regions. They
won’t even be able to evacuate these re-
gions properly. They will be able only to
burn and destroy what is left there. They
are trying to do this to Leningrad, which
is being heavily shelled both by -German
batteries in the south and Finnish batteries

" in the north. There can be no other sense )

to this senseless bombardment of an objec-
tive they will never be able to reach. The
active part the Finns are taking in this
bombardment shows how hopelessly they
are tied to the German wagon. Certainly
the Finns realize that the Soviet offensive
around Vitebsk sooner or later will pry the
Germans loose in the Baltic. The Red
Army and the Baltic Fleet will control the
Gulf of Finland and the warm ports west
of its mouth. This will mean that Finland
will be severed from Germany. This in
turn will mean that the entire Scandinavian
edifice of the Wehrmacht will be bound to
crumble. And still Finland spits with can-
non into the face of the Soviet Union, with
whom it will soon remain in an unpleasant
tete-a-tete! From whom will the Finns
expect help then? Senators Wheeler and
Nye, Representative Ham Fish, or that
great statesman and scholar—Martin Dies
himself? A rather forlorn hope, we should

Exposure

say, and without any sound “military basis.”

News has just been released that the
Red Army has renewed its offensive in the
Kiev salient and has broken the German
front to a depth of twenty-five miles in a
fifty-mile sector. This happened after a
great defensive battle of six weeks against
the best the Germans could muster to save
their right flank. Now another Soviet crow-
bar is poking again in the direction of the
Carpathians, loosening the Ukrainian posi-
tion of the Germans. However, the very
seriousness of the German position on the
Eastern Front points up the strength and
vitality that is stil left in them: it takes
an army untouched by demoralization to
fight so stubbornly and aggressively when
things are going from bad to worse. The
Nevel and Kiev salients of the Red Army,
together with the Nogai salient at the
mouth of the Dnieper, threatening the very
existence of the Baltic and Ukrainian place
d’armes of the Germans, form three huge
German bulges—at Leningrad, in Byelo-
russia, and in the Ukraine. These bulges,
especially the first and the third, are dan-
gerously exposed, but it is precisely there
that the Germans show the greatest ac-
tivity and staunchness.

This, above all, gives the lie to that other
pernicious propaganda about Germany be-
ing “on the verge of internal collapse.”
It is not, as German operations amply show.
But it will be beyond that verge soon after
the Teheran decisions are put into effect.

That latter development. is the central
object of this column’s best New Year’s
wishes to all and sundry.

#H

London Daily Worker
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BEHIND THE (N.Y) TIMES

Arthur Hays Sulzberger's paper drops the "not fit to print" motto when it comes to its ancient
animus against the USSR. Soviet-baiting a la Strunsky, analyzed by A. B. Magil.

ack in 1920 Charles Merz and
Woalter Lippmann, both at that time
editors of the New Republic, pub-
lished a survey of the New York Times
treatment of the Russian Revolution and
of the Soviet Republic. This survey, which
has since become a classic, showed that
the Times overthrew the Soviet govern-
ment a half dozen times, had Lenin ar-
rested or assassinated every few days and
found fit to print sundry other fabrications
about ‘the new people’s government that
had come to power over one-sixth of the
globe. A sequel to the Merz-Lippmann
survey has been long overdue. Mr. Lipp-
mann is perhaps otherwise engaged, but
certainly there is no one better qualified
to write on the Times’ long record of tor-
tuous misrepresentation in all matters af-
fecting the Soviet Union than his former
collaborator, Charles Merz: he happens to
be the present editor-in-chief of the T'irmes.
Fate played two tricks on the Times:
the Soviet regime, contrary to the Times
expectations and hopes, proved to be dur-
able; and the correspondent whom the
paper sent to Moscow, Walter Duranty,
known to have absorbed at his previous post,
Riga, some of the juiciest anti-Soviet preju-

dices then extant, turned out to be an hon-,

est man. There developed thereupon a
kind of civil war within the pages of the
Times, with the editorial columns sniping
at the news columns, always, of course,
with a pious air. This civil war persists
down to this day. Far be it from me to at-

tempt to direct Mr. Merz in the intriguing

enterprise of writing a sequel to the earlier
expose. But I would strongly urge him not
to overlook that editorial (or was it an item
in “Topics of the Times”?) some ten or

more years ago which “proved” that eco-,
nomic planning in the USSR was a failure -

because the first Five-Year Plan had ex-
ceeded its goals! And I especially com-

mend to his attention the devious distor- "

tions, false-starts, about-faces, and plain
stupidities of the Times’ comment on Rus-
sia since June 22, 1941.

In all this there is, of course, a serious
moral question involved. But let us for the
moment overlook this and view the matter
in practical terms from the standpoint of
those conservative capitalists who look to
the T'imes not only for information, but for
objective interpretation of events in all
parts of the world. Obviously, without such
interpretation in regard to both the friends
and enemies of America there can be no
intelligent formulation of policy. It is not
always certain whether the Times regards
the USSR as friend or foe, but in either
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case its editorial interpretation of Soviet
phenomena is so consistently misleading
and so generally permeated with subjective
prejudice as to be worthless to those who
need it most. This state of affairs reached
a point where some months ago it became

necessary for one of the foremost leaders .

of American business, Thomas W. La-
mont, to send a long letter to the Times
politely correcting its “line” on Russia.
But what about those capitalists who are
less “sophisticated than Mr. Lamont, who
have led an intellectually sheltered life,
who over the course of years have been
spoon-fed a predigested diet of anti-Soviet-
ism and now bumble along, trusting to the
Times to help them understand what’s
happening? Their plight is pitiable indeed.

As A typical example of the sort of thing
to which unsuspecting capitalists are

‘almost daily exposed (without the benefit

in most cases of such an antidote as NEw
MassEs), take the editorial in the Times
of December 22 on the change in the So-
viet national anthem. The editorial opens
with a general dissertation contrasting the
status of propaganda in democracies with
its status in totalitarian countries, “where
there ‘is only ene kind of propaganda, and
where all rival propaganda or clash of ideas
is ruthlessly suppressed.” No names are
mentioned, but lest any reader think this re-
fers to Germany or Japan, the first sentence
in the next paragraph sets him right. The
announcement of the replacement of the
Internationale (a non-Soviet and pre-Soviet
song) with a new national anthem that
expresses the present socialist reality of the
USSR is cited to illustrate the point. But
don’t get the impression that the Times
is in favor of the retention of the Interna-
tionale. On the contrary, Mr. Sulzberger’s
paper likes the idea that the Russians are
getting a new anthem—Iikes it for the
wrong reasons of course. And the Times
definitely does not care for the Interna-
tionale, which it describes as being the song
of those poor specimens of humanity who

" take “their inspiration from the muddled

thinking of a German doctor of philosophy
named Karl Marx, who combined his
typically German and Hegelian ideas of the
supremacy of the state with a utopian
dream born of his incompetence in deal-
ing with the problems of existence in the
London slums.”

Uninformed readers may be tempted to
think that the obscure German doctor of
philosophy here referred to is the same Karl
Marx whose book, Cagpital, was once de-
scribed by Vice-President Wallace as one

of the epoch-making works of the nine-
teenth century. These readers may be led
to believe that the above-mentioned mud-
dled thinker is the same Karl Marx who
from 1851 to 1862 contributed from Lon-
don a series of brilliant articles to a lead-
ing newspaper of that day, the New
York Daily” Tribune. They may possibly
identify the utopian of the Times editorial
with the Karl Marx whose ideas live at
the core of that Soviet system whose mili-
tary might the Nazis have found anything
but utopian. Obviously the Tmes must be
referring to a different Karl Marx. For it
cannot possibly attribute to its readers the
opaque ignorance that would be required
to accept at face value such politically illit-
erate insults to the giant intellect and or-
ganizing genius that was the Karl Marx.
The dream of that Karl Marx could
not, of course, have been born in the slums
or even the fashionable residences of Lon-
don, for he lived in London only as a result
of the fact that he had been driven into,
exile from his native Germany by those
who hated his democratic dream—the po-
litical ancestors of the present-day Nazis.
Like Tom Paine and Abraham Lincoln
that Karl Marx pleaded guilty to being a
poor man. And a long time ago there was
another who had a dream which com-
fortable gentlemen astutely pointed out was
born of incompetence in dealing with the
problems of existence in the slums of
Galilee.
~But we are still only on the periphery of
the Times” argument, The editorial quotes
the Moscow, announcement that “the ‘In-
ternationale’ does not reflect the basic
changes that have taken place in our coun-
try as a result of the victories of the Soviet
system and does not express the socialist
content of the Soviet state,” and finds
that this means the opposite of what it says.
The statement speaks of basic changes in
the direction of socialism and its consolida-
tion; the Times interprets this to mean
basic changes in the direction of capitalism.
It therefore concludes that “With such a
Russia [that is, a Russia going capitalist],
we and all nations can cooperate. . . &° In
other words, it bases international cooper-
ation not, as do the Moscow and Teheran
declarations, on the common interests of all
peace-loving states, irrespective of their in-
ternal structure, but on the eventual ac-
ceptance by Russia of the capitalist system.
What evidence does the Times offer
that socialism is being liquidated? When
the editorial speaks of Russia becoming
“patriotic, nationalist,” and reviving old
traditions, it speaks of changes which have
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been given their present form by the social-"

ist system. But it goes farther. “Its [the
USSR’s] social structure is changing from
the theoretical equality of Communism to
a strictly defined and rigidly enforced
hierarchical system in the bureaucracy, in
the army, even in economic life. It has re-
stored the profit motive by differentiations
in pay which exceed the average differen-
tiation between working and management
income in this country, and is thereby
creating a new money alass.”

ONE would imagine that those- who write
about Communist theory would
trouble to learn something about it. But
in that case what would happen to the
Times editorial? The social structure of the
Soviet Union was never based on “the
theoretical equality of Communism,” nor
was equality of reward for unequal work
ever part of Communist theory. Sidney
and Beatrice Webb, who though not Com-
munists, spent the time and sweat required
to learn something about the Soviet Union
and about Marxism, wrote in their monu-
mental Soviet Communism:
“At this point we may observe that it is
a false assumption, current among the un-
instructed, and even among persons who
think themselves educated, that the Com-
munist Party in the USSR began its task
of building the socialist state upon the basis
of identical incomes for all workers by hand
and brain, on the ground that all men are
born equal, with an inherent right to equal
shares in the commodities and services pro-
duced by the community in which they live
and move and have their being. There has

never been any such idea among the Marx-_

ists. Quite the contrary, Karl Marx, and
after him, Lenin, were always denouncing
the conception of an abstract equality be-
tween man and man, whether in the new-
born babe, or in the adult as molded by
circumstances.”

Moreover, inequality of ability results in
inequality in the role played in Soviet life by
different individuals. But this is the reverse
of a hierarchical system under which birth
or class or race or other undemocratic con-
siderations, rather than ability, are the de-
termining factors. The remarkable extent

to which Soviet citizens enjoy equality of -

opportunity. has been noted by many ob-
servers. To cite one instance, the youthful-
ness of Red Army generals (so reminiscent
of some of the generals in our own War of
Independence) and the fact that they come
from the humblest walks of life are evi-
dence of that equality of opportunity, stem-
ming from the abolition of classes, which
constantly pours fresh blood into every
phase of Soviet life.

As for the charge that differentiations
in pay in the Soviet Union “exceed the
average differentiation between working
and management income in this country,”
the T#mes is faking and knows it. There
are no statistical data on camparative work-
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tng and management income in this country.
All statistics lump together wages and sala-
ries and no comparison can therefore be
made with the situation in Russia. The gap
between the salaries of the presidents of
General Motors,” US Steel, and other large
corporations and the wages of industrial

‘workers is of course very great, but there

is no way of learning what the' average
difference is.

As for the Soviet Union, the latest avail-

" able figures are for March 1935. In large-

scale industry, for example, the average
monthly wage of engineering and techni-
cal personnel, which includes management,
was at that time approximately two and
one-third times the average monthly wage
of workers. (This figure is derived from
the data contained in Labor in the USSR:
A *Statistical Reference Book, issued by the
State Planning Commission.) In March
1935, however, the. Stakhanov movement
had not yet been launched. The spread of
Stakhanovism and the general introduction
of incentive pay have enabled individual
workers to multiply their earnings. This
has raised the general average of workers’
wages, thus tending to narrow the gap
between working and management income.
Offhand one would say that the income
difference between these two groups i$ in
Russia far less than in any capitalist coun-
try, including the United States.

And finally, the cream of the jest: the
Times is worried that the Soviet regime

will move so far to the right that it will -

“not only turn conservative, but also Bona-
partist and imperialist.” It is like Iago
fearful that Othello will take up
the ways of treachery, like Uriah Heep
apprehensive lest ‘David Copperfield em-
brace hypocrisy. This Tartuffian solicitude
is touching, to say the least. It is too bad
that the Times is unable to call on its
favorite political Galahads in other lands
to help it guard the democratic purity of
the Soviet Union: Darlan is dead, Peyrou-
ton is unfortunately indisposed as a result
of being arrested for treason, and Mikhai-
lovich is politically a corpse and morally
already with Peyrouton.

In all fairness it should be said that the
misrepresentations of the Times are not

«

‘baiters and Russia-haters:

directed exclusively at our Russian ally.
In the Balkans, France, Spain, and other
parts of the world there is no politician too
reactionary, no monarch too discredited to
be denied the warm attentions of the
frumpy and flatulent dowager of Times
Square. And let it not be overlooked that
the Times, whose publisher, Arthur Hays
Sulzberger, is a Jew, had the singular dis-
tinction of being denounced from the floor
at the recent convention of the most repre-
sentative Jewish body in the United States,
the American Jewish Conference. The fact
is the Times is waging on many fronts a
desperate rearguard action against history.
And nowadays, especially after Moscow,
Cairo, and Teheran, there are quite a lot
of rather conservative people who have no
wish to be part of that rearguard.

Yet it would be a mistake to say, as I
have sometimes heard it said, that the
Times speaks only for itself. The social
physiognomy of a public institution can
never be reduced merely to that element
which is unique and personal. It may be,
for example, that the obsessive and venge-
ful quality of many of the Times’ com-
ments on Russia owes something to the
fact that the principal spiritual advisers of
its chief editorial writer, Henry Hazlitt,
are that unholy trinity of professional Red-
Sidney Hook,
Benjamin Stolberg, and Morris Ernst.

Yet basically there is no doubt that the-
ideas of the Times represent the thinking
of a section of big business which, though a
minority within its own circle, influences
manhy who may not entirely agree with it.
The business men for whom the paper
speaks suffer from political - schizophrenia
due to the fact that though they want to
win the war, they want to win it in a way
that would greatly weaken the Soviet
Union, suppress democratic movements
in Europe and throughout the -colonial
world, . curb American labor and oust
the Roosevelt administration in the 1944.
elections. That is a tall order and
the fact that it isn’t being filled doesn’t
improve the temper of these people. From
time to time the Republican New York
Herald Tribune makes sturdy efforts to
persuade its brethren of the Times to shake
hands with history and make the best of
the world as it is. But the gentlemen of
the Times are incurable reformers and
persist in their utopian attempt to remake
the world in the image of Darlan, Mikhai-
lovich, and Simeon Strunsky.

The rest of us ordinary mortals, whose
minds have never learned to soar, will have
to content ourselves with working, in the
words of Karl Marx, “to vindicate the
simple laws of morals and justice, which
ought to govern the relations of private
individuals, as the rules paramount of the
intercourse of nations.” That may be mud-
dled thinking, but, if I am not mistaken,
Moscow and Teheran made it very clear.

A. B. MagciL.
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...by JOSE

THOSE
FOOTSTEPS
WE HEAR

ERHAPs it was the children chortling over the gaily-colored
Pglobe which I had brought them as a gift, perhaps it was

the re-broadcast of the President’s speech which I heard
while the kids opened their presents about the Christmas tree,
when suddenly, I felt the full grandeur of our time. All day
long the radio had carried the confident voices from abroad of
our fighting men and women—the boys and girls of the Bronx,
of Cleveland, of Columbus, of Macon. They spoke to us, spoke
of home, and a few hours before, the President had talked to
them in a speech, I felt, that our children will be reciting a
decade or so hence when those far away will"have long been
home.

It was indeed a great speech: great for its recollection of the
past and for its forecast of the future. “What a time to live in,
to fight in,”” I thought. The topography of history has its peaks,
its Alps and its Himalayas. Such were the years 1492; 1776;
- 1865; 1917. They tower in our consciousness, define the eras
of our destiny. Historians, I thought, will add 1943 to the list
of the Grand Years—and, I am certain, 1944. Man has just
slogged through a great twelve-month; he is entering into a
greater. Climbing the mountain we are prone to lose perspec-
tive; but our children will see it as clearly as mine saw the
brightness of the globe ‘before them.

Indeed 1943 was a towering year. Our men and those of
our Allies waded through the blood that flowed endlessly from
Stalingrad to Kiev, passed through the fires that burned from
Tunis to Rome, from Guadalcanal to New Guinea. At Tehe-
ran and at Cairo, as the President indicated, wt came within
sight of the Promised Land; the bright vision is within realiza-
tion—and despite all the cacaphony of the defeatists—it is no
mirage. It is real, within distance, within grasp. That was the
promise of ’43. The grandeur of ’44 is the final achievement
of that vision.

HE Commander-in-Chief foretold the climax—the epic
invasion from the West. That headed the historic agenda
at Cairo and at Teheran, which sub-divided into those agree-
ments that could permit the President to announce “I can say
even today that I do not think any insoluble differences will
arise among Russia, Great Britain, and the United States.” I
could imagine the feuhrer’s sinking feeling when he heard
FDR say: “We had planned to talk to each other across the
table at Cairo and at Teheran, but we soon found that we were
- dll on the same side of the table.”
That, to me, was the great achievement of ’43; the men of
good will, the men who abhor fascism, discovered in 1943
“that we were all on the same side of the table.”

WHA’I‘ else adds to the towering stature of ’43? This, it

seemed to me: the confluence of victory in the field, with
the recognition, belated as it may be, of international commu-
nity. Not only had we come to recognize and glory over the
meaning of Stalingrad as a military victory—we came, in the
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mass, to understand the simple, yet elusive, term, collective
security. We came late, but we came. And that understanding
grew as we heard the footsteps of the armies of liberation.

For—as much as anything else—1943 was the-year of the
peoples’ march; out of the terror and dark of the continent the
world heard the footsteps of mankind’s warriors marching—
in unison; heard them singing the songs of liberation—in
unison. This was the year mankind began to see clearly through
Hitler’s tragic hoax of anti-Communism. The outlines of genu-
ine unity were visible against the towering flames of Axis de-
struction. This was the year the true Yugoslavia was “discov-
ered”; the name Tito flamed across the seas signifying to mil-
lions the indestructible unity of all patriots within his country.
This—1943—was the year we saw the emergence of the
French National Committee of Liberation; we heard the words
“la patrie” from the lips of men of all callings and classes.
(This=—1943-—was Year One of Darlanism’s debacle: we saw
the arrest of Peyrouton and of Flandin.) This was the year
we learned of the Six Party Coalition of Italy—of Liberals,
and Communists, and Catholics meeting “on the same side of '
the table,” while outside the Gestapo and the Ovra marched,
and Mussolini foundered. This year we began to distrust
labels; we discerned the true criterion of our time: “Does he
seek to destroy the enemy? Does he seek to restore the demo-
cratic sovereignty of his native land?”

This is the setting for ’44; now for the final act. We know
it will not be easy. “We still have much to facé in the war of
further suffering and sacrifice and personal tragedy. . . . There
is no easy road to victory,” the President said. No, it will not be
an easy road for those whose voices we heard on the radio
Christmas Day, nor for us back home. The tragic irony is this,
as soldiers have so often said: “The further you get from the
front, the worst it gets.” The danger zone in our entire war
plan is here at home. Mr. Roosevelt warned that he saw “a
tendency in some of our people to assume a quick ending of the
war—that we have already gained victory.” He warned against
the deadly peril of “partisan thinking and talking.” He could
well have emphasized that peril. It is here the Copperhead
lurks—that combine of polltax Democrats and lose-the-war
Republicans who seek to dynamite the administration. Their as-
saults on FDR’s seven-point program account primarily for
the troubles on the home front. Their connivings on the soldiers’
franchise, on the crucial issue of subsidies, are deadlier than an
Axis armada over New York, over Washington. They imperil
the full realization of Teheran and Cairo. Here, then, is one
of the greatest battles of *44. The Battle for the Home Front.
Should we lose that we niay well lose all.

Good diagnosis, we know, is half the cure. The ill is disunity
—the virulent bug, the disruptionist. The cure? A stiff dose of
political action. We need consult no pharmacopeia: the ingredi-
ents are known. Taking labor unity as the base, the cure
requires a maximum compound of popular unity. As FDR
indicated, today’s slogan is “win-the-war”—meaning the pa-
triotic employer as well as his employe—and all classes between.
This is the earnest of victory in the coming election, the most
crucial in our history. This is the imperative of 44 ; recognition
of this necessity, and immediate concentration upon it, will
guarantee the Teheran promise.

A ND when the children asked me to point out where Hitler

ltved, 1 put my finger on the globe at the spot marked
“Berlin” saying: “But by next Christmas he won’t live there
any more.” A New Year’s resolution millions have made—hell,
high-water, or Hoover notwithstanding.

January 4, 1944 RN



TO YOU WHO ARE FREE

" A message from Morris U. Schappes, written on the eve of his imprisonment. "'l will not rest from

”

‘mental fight. . ..

The following is a speech made by Morris
U. Schappes shortly before he was com-
mitted to Sing Sing to serve from eighteen
months to two years on trumped-up charges
of perjury growmg out of the Rapp-Cou-
dert witch-hunt in the New York schools
in 1941. The speech was made at a meet-
tng in Schappes’ behalf held by the National
Federation for Constitutional Liberties.
NEw MassEs readers are urged to wire or

‘write Governor Dewey at Albany, N. Y.,

requesting that he pardon this outstanding
anti-fascist—T he Editors.

e

LLOW me first to express my thanks
_to the Federation, to its officers,

and to everyone here who has in the:

past been so active and zealous in defense
of a common cause. These thanks I offer
are the thanks one extends to fighting
allies in the struggle which I have been so
generously made to feel is not a personal
one on my part. I am happy that every
one who has spoken has declared that we
are gathered here to undo a public injury
rather than a private woe.

As a Jew I particularly appreciate this
attitude. The Jews have traditionally
shown a sense of justice and injustice that
perhaps outstrips every other sense. Recent-
ly I have been studying the work of a
Jewish-American ‘poet and thinker, Emma
Lazarus. She very pregnantly made me
aware of the fact that among non-Jewish
groups fraternity is often a matter of
charity, but to the Jewish people, brought
up on the Mosaic Code, fraternity is a
matter of justice. While other .groups
preached and sometimes practiced charity,
with its overtones of condescension, Jewish
biblical law required that the community
take care of all of its citizens as a matter

~of their right. Perhaps I am also the heir

.

of the Jewish “habit of resistance to oppres-
sion, without which Jews could not have

survived centuries of persecution. This -

habit has made it possible for me to par-
ticipate with you for so long in so many
‘ﬁelds of social activity.

" Sitting here®and hearing busy and valu-
able people devoting their time to this par-
ticular case made me reflect: “Why are
you here, you who know there are so many
important things that have to be attended
to?” Tt helps one keep one’s balance to re-
member that there are other important
problems clamoring for action. I live in
Harlem, as Max Yergan knows. We are
neighbors, just a block apart. Well, just
the other week one of my Negro neighbors
had her brother come home, discharged
from the Army for medical reasons. He
told his sister something which helps me

*
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maintain a proper perspective and relative
sense of values. Her brother had been
stationed in Alabama. In this Army camp
there was a group of war prisoners, Ger-
maris, On Saturday nights these German

* war prisoners, properly protected, of course,

by guards, would be escorted to the Ala-
bama town for an American Saturday
night “in town.” But the Negro troops
stationed there were not allowed, either
escorted or under their own power, to go
to town in Alabama on a Saturday night.
Since hearing this story I have been think-
ing that surely there is nothing that can
be done to one man at Sing Sing, either in
two years or a year and a half or in any
time that-you may commute the sentence
to, that can be quite as vicious, quite as
brutalizing, quite 4s demoralizing as that
which almost a half million Negro soldiers
face in the armed forces or that which so
many millions face in civilian life that is
not yet entirely civilized.

e -

drearily westward.

the obvious moon;

this quiet moment.
upon its half-lit heart;

of armored bees;

“vanished over Europe)

these stars;

He must matter to us.

=
s
%
:

smlmnmu||m||mmunmumm|nmnmlmlmnmnmmlmmmlmnmlmmuuumlmmn|uumnmml|nnmmmmmmmnummmluuuummmumnnmnmmm_mmnmmnnnmm

Stll with arms and legs, and eyes unblinded, we walk
in the night on the California hills,

Remember the remarkable peace of those evenings in the
year of the great appeasement;

We heard the unopened war like a gaunt horse thumping

Clearly the planets are unmoved, not a night older

Yet of the windless years we hold only
This visible city is far from the guns, a hush

The divisional convoy crosses the pass like a file

P-38s on late patiol are heading for the murderous Pacific.

A summer ago and briefly we met the young pilot
-on leave from the desert camp.
(Summer again: Reported Missing: his Liberator

We have been left with arms and legs, and eyes
unblinded: to see: to act.

There were two companions; a third goes under

We, and the hills, and love, do not matter to him.

The privilege and duty of those at liberty to act in the battle for democracy.

THINK, then, that you are here to

dedicate your strength to this particular
case because you must recognize that this
case is connected with all the other issues
of this war of national independence. You
are here also, I believe, because you know -
that every battle must be waged in its own
right, that although all battles are con-
nected, winning other battles will not by
itself win this battle. Other victories will
of course help. But you will achieve your
stated objective of freeing me only by

fighting for this specific victory.

We are here I think because we are all .
people of active conscience. I say active
conscience. I do not mean the kind of con-
science that stirs just when you are about
to fall asleep, the conscience that then melts
away into a healthful slumber that re-
freshes you for the next day’s conscience-
less work. An active conscience is a formid-
able thing. You will be arousing the active
consciences of this state and nation to try
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to move the conscience of the governor of
this state. I know you can do it.

Something has been said here by several
speakers of what the passage of time has
done to clarify the atmosphere. T think the
passage of time has not changed the nature
of the case so much as it has revealed the
nature of the case. Suppose, for example,
that the Coudert committee had been
bound to respect my rights as an American

citizen in the same way that the US Civil’

Service Commission has recently instructed
its investigators to respect the rights of the
applicants and witnesses they question. (I
know there are weaknesses in that Com-
mission’s report, but they do not affect the
restrictions placed on the types of questions
that may be asked.) In such a case the
Coudert committee could not legally have
- asked me any of the questions to which
my answers proved to be so “unsatisfac-
tory.” They would mot have been able to
ask me who my political associates were,
who were my trade union associates, who
had collaborated with me in many years
of struggle against fascism from 1933 on,
or what my opinions were of capitalism,
of the Soviet Union, of Soviet-American
relations, of the Moscow trials,
Finland, Ethiopia, Spain, China,
Jim Crow in the United States,
and so forth. Had there been
no such improper questions
there would have been no an-
swers. But then there would
have been no case! Yet the
Coudert committee was deter-
mined to make a case that
would contribute to the public
confusion.

THESE past two and a half
years have therefore dem-
onstrated that it was the Cou-
dert committee’s attack that
was inimical to the public wel-
fare and not the conduct of my
fellow-teachers, or of myself.

One of the speakers, our dis-
tinguished  sociologist  (Prof.
Henry Pratt Fairchild), has
spoken of the “forces” at work.
We know, however, that these
forces operate through individ-
uals.

As I look back upon the
individuals involved on the op-
posite side, and as I get reports
sometimes of penitence, some-
times of uneasiness, sometimes
of a wishing they had not been
quite so responsive to the hys-
teria, I still think that we ought
to hold them to their responsi-
bility. The war has taught us
the lesson of individual respon-
sibility. We absolve no one who
does not fight on our side. In
some countries it is very diffi-
cult to fight on the side of the

20

United Nations. Yet the United Nations
have declared that they will hold no one
guiltless who does not demonstrate on what
side he is by fighting on that side. Words
must be backed by deeds.

The words, uttered in a different
period, of some of these persons who now
are reported to wish us well, are still being
used against us by, for example, the
Scripps-Howard press. Such persons can be

" absolved of responsibility only if they them-

selves take steps publicly to change the
record.

N CLOSING I am reminded of the famous

‘colloquy of Thoreau and Emerson, which
I want to reinterpret in the light of con-
ditions today. When our country fought
an unjust war against Mexico a century
ago, Henry David Thoreau refused to pay
taxes. I don’t think that is the right way
to oppose an unjust war, but Thoreau did.
He was put in prison in Concord, a simple
country jail, not the kind of elaborate
metropolitan institution for which I am
headed. One day Ralph Waldo Emerson,
who also was opposed to the unjust war,
walked by the jail and saw Thoreau in-

side. “Henry,” he asked, “what are you
doing in there?” Henry’s famous reply
was, “Waldo, what are you doing out
there?” Well, I think I know, from what
you have done in the past, what you will
be doing out there.

In there, all I can assure you is that, in
William Blake’s words:

I will not rest from mental fight,
Nor shall my sword sleep in my
~  hand i
Until we have built Jerusalem
In England’s green and pleasant
land.

In England’s and in ours, and every-
where, mine will be a mental fight. You
will have the great privilege of freedom.
More than anything else, I think, freedom
means the opportunity to be as active as
possible in the prosecution of the tasks of
the war. I envy you that privilege. I hope
only that I shall be returned, sooner than
is designed by some, to continue the com-
mon struggle with you.

Morris U. SCHAPPEs.

'‘Dream About Travel" by D. Burliuk.
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"WHITE COLLAR" PROBLEM?

Lyle Dowling and Lewis Merill argue some questions arising out of
-Mr. Merrill's recent New Masses article.

New Masses presents a discussion on the
white-collar worker between Lyle Dow-
ling, writer on labor problems, and Lewis
Merrill, president of the United O ffice and
Professional Workers of America, CIO.
The discussion was precipitated by Mr.
Merrills article in our December 14 issue
on the problems of white-collar workers—
The Editors.

IN Lewis MERRILL’s timely discussion -

of that problem which we all call, for

lack of more precise terminology, the
white-collar problem (NEw Massgs, De-
cember 14), there is a certain amount of
rather basic confusion (in my opinion, of
course) which, if it-be widespread, will
make a very shaky foundation indeed for
any program designed to speed the solu-
tion of this white-collar problem. I put this
confusion down to the obviously strenu-
ous demands on Mr. Merrill’s time and
attention; for his union’s record and his
own record are too well known to need
defense.

First of all, it does not get us anywhere
to speak of white-collar workers as fived
income workers—as if there were some
meaning of the phrase “fixed income”
which applies to white-collar workers, but
does not apply to industrial production
workers. One excepts, of course, the groups
who—because they work for federal, state,
county, or city governments—may have
their wages (or shall we use the high-
falutin’ term, salaries?) fixed by law.
White-collar incomes, so far as the over-
whelming majority of non-governmental
workers are concerned, are not subject to
any restrictions which do not also apply to
industrial production workers’ incomes. It
is not, essentially, the WLB which fixes
wages; the old reliable “ceiling” on wages
is the boss. The boss fixes wages of white-
collar and production workers alike; and
they stay fixed until these workers, through
their unions and by usihg such govern-
mental machinery as exists, proceed to un-
fix the wages.

Indeed, from the angle of the Little
Steel formula, conditions are -somewhat
more favorable for white-collar workers
than for industrial production workers. For
almost all production workers have some
time ago exhausted all or most of the pos-
sibilities of the Little Steel formula—
where, in contrast, very large groups of
white-collar workers can still go quite a
way without touching these ceilings, in-
adequate though they may be in a general
way.

ECONDLY, what is the point of speaking
of these white-collar workers as middle
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class? They are middle class neither by test
of income level nor by the much more re-
liable test of their relationship to the means
of production. They may think they are
middle class, as, indeed, Mr. Merrill ap-
pears to think—but that is a misconception
which the union should help correct.
From wrongly classifying the average
white-collar worker as middle class flows
another confusion—the assumption that the
“status” of these workers is being impaired,
that their “inferior” economic position im-
perils something or other. The ‘position of
these workers has always been “‘inferior.”
It has always seemed especially “‘inferior”
to those white-collar workers who' like to

imagine they are middle class, a cut above

the working «class, and all that sort of thing.
Let us try to banish, not encourage, these
delusions! - o
What is there, then, that is special about
this white-collar problem? It is that they
have not yet organized on sufficient scale
to possess the organizational means through
which to protect themselves to the neces-
sary extent. Mr. Merrill has this answer
down solid, naturally; for United Office
and Professional Workers of America has
organized lots of white-collar workers.
From there, however, he jumps into
another ideological trap—which is the as-
sumption that, somehow and some way,
the white-collar workers are going to be
organized by somehody else; say, by the
unions of industrial production workers.
When one says, “the labor-progressive
movement has not done all it could to

help,” one is not saying very much; for
when was there a period, when was there
a situation, in which we could truthfully
say, “we did absolutely everything we
could”? It may be, and I think is, true as
far as it goes; but it is a very dangerous
piece of truth indeed, if it leads white-
collar workers to believe that they can wait
for somebody else to do the work and pay
the bills.

There are indeed objective differences
between white-collar workers and produc-
tion workers, differences that can readily
be exaggerated in unhealthy directions.
These differences in objective characteris-
tics are valid reasons for different pro-
cedures in organizing work—but they are
not valid reasons for ascribing organiza-
tional shortcomings to the unions of the
production workers.

It is well known that a large and im-
portant part of the whole task of organ-
izing industrial production workers con-
sisted of getting a clear, accurate theoreti-
cal picture of what the problem really was.
The whole fight to discard erroneous
theories-and work out a correct (that is,
practical) theory was crucially important.
White-collar workers, if they are to organ-
ize themselves successfully and on  the
necessary scale, must also put up a fight for
the correct theory and discard incorrect
ones.

So let us stop emphasizing that “what is
done for them (the white-collar work-
ers)” is what counts. True—and this is
what Mr. Merrill means, I am sure—
what is done is vastly more important than
what is sad. But not, I think, done for
them. To reformulate, then: it is what is
done by the white-collar workers for them-
selves and for the people generally, not
what is said 4y them, that will really count.

LyrLe DowLiNg.

MR. MERRILL REPLIES

R. DowLING is quite correct in say-
ing that I could use more time.
But my use of it would not make

him more content. In kindly fashion he
ascribes “basic confusions” in my article to

_its hurried preparation. But we have what

seem to be irreconcilable differences in point
of view. Perhaps he misunderstands the
problem. It is not one of union organiza-
tion alone, but of steadying support for the
President—and improving national morale.
But let me comment on his objections in
the order of their delivery.

Fixed incomes: It is true the phrase is
not entirely accurate since it more properly
applies to those living on income from in-
vestments, insurance, pensions, annuity
payments and like proceeds. But it will do.
In the main white-collar incomes are not

restricted by law. But they are restricted -

by business practices deliberately designed

to prevent salaries front rising. The ability
of business to get away with it is condi-
tioned by a variety of economic factors.
If space were available I would like to
discuss it here. But it was not the intention
of my article to free the employers of sal-
aried workers from their responsibility for
the fact that the real wages of the white-
collar workers have been dropping consist-
ently during the war. The problem is not
allocating the blame. It’s getting something
done about it.

o The Little Steel formula: It is a fact
that the National War Labor Board and
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