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Day passed before writing you. Vacation days, what
there were of them this fateful summer, are over
and all our readers are back at their busy posts. The
business before us is victory. And that's big

business.

Each of us has his job cut out for him. It is to do
everything—everything, | submit—to guarantee the
last chapter of this war. That guarantee rests upon
total understanding, and consequent action, of all
the intricate turns of the war. It means full recogni-
tion of the paralyzing menace of a long war. It
means checkmating the plans of evil men to delay
maximum action at the fronts—the combination of
a land invasion of the continent with the onrush of
the superb Red Armies. It requires full understand-
ing that our national interests are imperilled by
dragged-out, inconclusive military deeds. It means
total awareness of political tricksters' plans to dog
the administration with chaos and confusion at
home so that the second front is interminably de-
layed, until Hitler and his collaborators abroad can
patch together a negotiated peace. Moves and
counter-moves toward these ends are reflected in
the press daily; and unless these factors are recog-
nized, and understood, and acted upon, swiftly,
tirelessly, unremittingly, we can see the fruits of
victory snatched from us and our children.

To explain these moves and counter-moves is
New Masses' job in this war. We are dedicated to
the great responsibility of clarity. No small re-
sponsibility. And we spend every waking hour to
that purpose. The support the magazine has re-
ceived, particularly this past year, indicates that

whelmingly. And that is the purpose of this letter.

| mean this: we cannot be satisfied with the
numbers of Americans reading our—your—maga-
zine. We could not be satisfied even if the numbers
doubled. But let us start with first things first. If you
agree with what we say, if you agree with what we
say has to be done, even if you do much of what
we all agree must be done, you cannot be satisfied
either. The fact is that not enough Americans are
doing enough. Not enough of our friends, our neigh-
bors, our fellow-citizens are pulling their weight.
Not enough Congressmen have been told, unmis-
takably, what the people want. In brief, the Presi-
dent has not received the full weight of his support.
The Gallup polls underscore that. There is oo much
over-confidence, foo much lassitude, oo much "Let-
George-Do-It" in the country. Why? Because the
people haven't been aroused. Why? Because the
organs which supply them information and a way
of action have not clarified the issues as they need
to be clarified. Too many of these organs are in
the hands of sinister men, or self-satisfied men, or
just plain business-men who think victory's in the
bag and are therefore returning to pre-war atti-
tudes and prejudices.

Here is where New Masses comes in. This maga-
zine is a weapon. Use it. Wield its ideas as you
would a sword in battle. If you alone read it, and
let it go at that, the weapon is used only part-time.
We want it used full-time. Totally. This is a total
war and you must make use of every weapon for
victory. We submit, New Masses is such a weapon.

For these reasons we propose the following: that
every regular reader of New Masses get a new

S A R
§ Dear Reader: NM's readers are aware of our task, and by and
% We waited—impatiently, | admit—until Labor large endorse it. By and large, | say. Not over-
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A WEAPON!

subscriber. Is that too much to ask? We believe
not. First of all it would double our reading public;
it would bring clarity to that many more sol-
diers on the civilian front; it mounts up to action,
the crucial decisive action that history requires
today.

Second, it guarantees the existence of this wea-
pon. Let me be more specific. Each year this maga-
zine must raise a certain sizeable sum to make ends
meet, to see the fiscal year through. Last year it
was $40,000. This year it is the same amount. That
means a long, hard pull, wearing on our nerves,
certainly not restful to yours. But wear-and-tear on
our nerves is a secondary matter. The primary factor
is the uncertainty for too long a period whether
New Masses will pull through. That. uncertainty
raises hell with plans and editorial projects. It is too
risky, this dependence upon a financial drive to
guarantee NM's existence.

If we had a stable circulation, say, of twice our
number of subscribers, the financial drive would
fade into a secondary consideration. We could
reduce the amount needed to half; and in time we
would totally dispense with these harrowing finan-
cial drives. It all depends upon a good, fat list of
subscriptions. That would enable us to cut expenses.
This way: publications dependent upon newsstand
readers must print twice the number of copies over
the number finally sold. There is always at least a
509, return of unsold copies in newsstand circula-
tion. If our newsstand circulation were transformed
into subscriptions, we would save thousands of
copies of NM. Paper, an increasingly scarce war
commodity, would be saved. Furthermore, we would
save on cost of paper, on cost of printing. That
would be a substantial amount, rest assured.

O 0000000 A

All in all, the solution to NM's financial burdens
lies in the word "subscription.”” And we hope to
make that word an important one in your vocabu-
lary. We hereby institute a drive for 5,000 new
subscriptions by January 1, 1944. Is that too much
to ask? We can assure you that if every subscriber
got only one sub each by New Year's Day we would
have many times more than 5,000 new subscribers.
We would cut the total needed in our annual finan-
cial drive drastically; we would guarantee NM's
existence. '

We plead with you, after you read this, to sit
down and draw up a list of relatives, friends, office-
mates, acquaintances, and go after them to become
subscribers to NM. The cost of subscribing is not
prohibitive; it is cheaper than buying on newsstands.

But it is expensive NOT fo read New Masses.
Not to disseminate its ideas, to get enough people
to act upon these ideas, is to wage part-time war-
fare. Which means defeat. That is the issue. It will
be infinitely more expensive, in terms of life, secur-
ity and happiness, if you decide to do nothing
about it; if you let things slide, and permit the ideas
of the enemy to seize our people.

We write this on the assumption that you are an
all-out soldier in an all-out war. Which means you
are ready to undertake every detail which helps to
win. We are not assurping too much, | know. Nor
are we asking too much. We are asking you to get
another subscriber, that's all. But it's a lot: it means
another all-out soldier in this all-out war. One more
and one more . . . and finally you get an army
which can never be licked.

JOSEPH NORTH.
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That Falling Production

St (N . HE

collapse - of

M production at the
T Lockland plant of the
Wright Aeronautical
Corp., where output
| of plane engines drop-
ped eighty-five per-
cent between March and August, is a glar-
ing example of shortcomings in our war
production. Of course the general picture
is not nearly so bad as at the Lockland
plant. But it is a serious mistake to pretex.ld,
as some do, that by and large everything
is going fine and the Wright case is simply
an unfortunate exception. It is equally mis-
taken to take the view that the New York
Times has so laboriously promoted—that
the Lockland scandal results from the “in-
terference” of government agencies, in this
case the Senate Truman committee and
a special Army board under Lt. Gen. Wil-

liam S. Knudsen. The Times would have .

us conclude that industry must be on guard
against further efforts on the government’s
part to plug the holes in our war produc-
tion effort. '

Attempts to draw attention from the
true picture are made in the face of re-

peated statements by the highest authorities
that war production is mot increasing at
the rate necessary to furnish our own and
our Allies’ fighting forces with the mate-
rials needed to win the war. Donald Nel-
son, C. E. Wilson, General Somervell,
and the War and Navy Departments have
given us the facts. The Office of War In-
formation told us in June that 1942 pro-
duction had fallen twenty-five percent be-
low goals which had already been dras-
tically revised downwards. Undersecre-
_tary of War Patterson informed us in June
that May output for the ground forces,
scheduled to exceed April by two percent,
actually 'fell by three and one-half percent.
In July Donald Nelson stated that June
production was $500,000,000 behind
schedule. He now informs us that munitions
output in July was up only three percent
over June, just half the increase that had
been scheduled.

HERE are various reasons for the fail-

ure to maintain production schedules.
~ Only in exceptional cases are they explain-
ed by the woeful inefficiency exposed at
the Wright Lockland plant. More gen-
erally the blame must be placed on the
continued failure to +undertake over-all

planning of manpower and production, the
failure to develop a complete, centralized
war economy. It was hoped. that James
Byrnes of the Office of War Mobilization
would do the job, but.he hasn’t. He has
pretty much confined his activities to
straightening out petty feuds. The fact
that we are still only ankle-deep in the war,’
that we are not yet engaging the enemy
on a large scale, also inevitably affects the
morale of both workers and management.
Third, the sentiment carefully nourished
by half-hearted business-as-usual elemients

that the war is in the bag and that we can

now turn our attention to the reconver-
sion of industry to civilian production must
also share the blame. The facts are plain.
The remedy lies in effective, .over-all plan-
ning and it lies in the immediate opening
of the second front in Europe.

No Time for Cau/éuses»

ONE million strong—that is the num-
ber of production soldiers enrolled in

' that great army of labor, the United Auto-

mobile Workers of America (CIO). The
performance of its membership, stationed
at the crucial parapets of our industrial
battle-line, has brought it merited honor.

. The union’s voice is rightly one of the

most powerful in labor as well as on the
national political scene. For these reasons
all patriotic Americans, cognizant of the
decisive place labor occupies in this war,

~ will regret that the word “caucus” has

crept into the affairs of the auto workers.
For divided counsel is as fatal to unions
as it is to armies. o

We read that Richard T. Leonard,
with the support of the “Reuther-Leonard
caucus,” will oppose’ George Addes for the
post of secretary-treasurer at the coming
convention of the union.  This is bad news.

Bad for a number of reasons. If ever there

was a time for a demonstration of com-
plete unity within labor’s ranks, or, any
section of it, that time is now. Second, Mr.
Addes has, since the union’s birth; been
one of the chief licutenants of that great
army. He helped it grow from a few
thousand members to its present power.
He has proved himself a leader of acumen
as well as a citizen of outstanding patriot-
ism. His voice was often heard in support
of the administration’s policies and of
Philip Murray, president of the CIO, when-
others in his union faltered. He has com-
bated the efforts of dubious groupings in
the UAW, those whose leadership derives

from the counsels of John L. Lewis, Nor-
man Thomas, the Trotskyites, or the Klan,
to subvert the no-strike policy, to buck
the win-the-war policies of their Com-
mander-in-Chief. These latter elements,
for purposes of their own dirty work, have
sought to “smear” Mr. Addes with the
contention that he is “Communist-dom-

inated.” And it is sad to see that the

“Reuther-Leonard caucus” reflects this:
the only ammunition they bring up in their
campaign against Mr. Addes is that he is
“under the influence of the Communists.”

There is certainly no room in this great
progressive union for the unsavory red
herring; ‘nor any form of factiorralism,
whether of the Reuther-Leonard stripe or
of one that might be formed by those
against whom they are gunning. The need
is to reject firmly any temptation toward
factionalism; “for an atmosphere of par-
tisan, unprincipled strife is precisely what
the enemies of the union and of the war
effort seek to induce. And it is particularly
unfortunate that this union has more than
its share of unprincipled grouplets who de-
rive their policies from John L. Lewis and
his ilk.

Unfortunately some of these, calling
themselves supporters of Mr. Addes, have
projected “lily white slates” in a move to
exclude Negro delegates to the convention..
This obviously is a sop to Klan influences
and is a most serious development. Con-
sidering Mr. Addes’ record, all honest
unionists look to him to repudiate these
moves; for there can be no unity, no
growth in influence and membership, if
concessions are made to the shady elements
who have attached themselves to one or
another officer in order to subvert his lead-
ership. The UAW  has played a magnifi-
cent role in this war: it has a great respon-
sibility to carry on, and it will if these ef-

forts at unprincipled strife are squelched
immediately,

The Streicher Way

HOSE who have
P carefully follow- -

- (ed the career of John
/%L. Lewis 'know his
%Y/ penchant for the way
7 of a fuehrer; they
. may be surprised,
however, that he has come to identify him-
self openly with the device of Judenhasse.
Progressive workersatthe Remington-Rand
plant in Syracuse, N. Y., rubbed their eyes




the other day when they were handed leaf-
lets issued by Lewis’ District 50, currently
engaged in an effort to undermine the
United Electrical, Radio, and Machine
Workers, CIO, in connection with a col-
lective bargaining election scheduled at the
plant within-a month.

The leaflet could well have been struck
off by Julius Streicher’s printing house,
notorious the world over for its barbaric
diatribes against Jewry. Lewis’ men drew
the customary caricature of the Jew—cus-
tomary in the Third Reich—reading from
a journal which might have been titled
“The Protocols of Zion.” This time, how-
ever, the title was “How to Confuse
Workers”—by “UE-CIO.” And it car-
ried customary, threadbare Red-baiting.

However, before Lewis attempts to dis-
claim this scandal by contending it was only
a “local” phenomenon,, labor observers

point to the national policy of the Lewis .

UMW leadership. It so happens that the
United Mine Workers Journal has long

been industriously engaged in spreading

anti-Semitism. So much so that it has begun
to alarm the Jewish Daily Forward, one
of Lewis’ staunchest supporters. After all,
it is somewhat risky for the Forward
editors to be associated with a movement
which- would cut the throats of all their

readers—and perhaps some of their top-

bosses. So they have called upon Lewis to
repudiate the Journal’s editor—K. C.
Jones. But K. C. Jones is only following
in the footsteps of his predecessor, Ellis
Searles, who was a sponsor of the notori-
ous anti-Semitic book Communism in Ger-
many. His associates were such worthies as
Harry A. Jung,  Archibald Stevenson,
- Ralph M. Easley, and Hamilton Fish. The
book, published in Germany, was shipped
here by the boatload and distributed by
native fascist organizations.

The UMW Journal’s anti-Semitism fol-
lows a classic pattern, along the lines of
Coughlin’s Social Justice, rather than the
more _ blatant Fuehrer Joe McWilliams
type. The trick is to smear through as-
sociation, rather than to say the dirty words
outright. Whenever “international bank-
ers” are excoriated, such names as Kuhn,
Loeb & Co., or Alfred Lowenstein, or
Henry Morgenthau are sort of acciden-
tally thrown in for illustration. When the
President’s labor policy is attacked, such
names as Sidney Hillman and Anna
Rosenberg are singled out. It’s an ancient
device, one well known to the fancier pur-
veyors of Hitler’s Jew-hatred.

Labor observers will realize, however,
that the Forward’s plaint, drawing Lewis’
“attention” to his Joirnal’s anti-Semitism,
is something less than straightforward.
They know very well that the fuehrer of
the coal miners’ union would not permit

one word to be printed which he did not
approve. They remember his daughter’s
name on America First stationery—it
was spelled K-A-T-H-R-Y-N—but it
meant John L.

Struggle in the ALP

HE question of
the American
Labor Party’s future
affects the political
', future of the entire
,':“,! country. In the larg-
est state in the Union,
the ALP holds the balance of power. It
can be decisive -in determining the role
that New York plays in the 1944 election
and in the political battles that precede it.

It should, therefore, be self-evident that

the division within the ALP is no mere
local factional feud, but a struggle that
concerns all Americans.

It is, for example, of concern to the
members of all political parties, as well as
to citizens of no political affiliation, that a
minority in the largest county organiza-
tion of the ALP, Kings County (Brook-
lyn), has attacked one of the institutions
of American democracy, the direct primary
system, by attempting to cancel the vote
of the membership in the August 10 pri-
maries and to foist on them officials and
policies which the majority had repudiated.
If this right wing minority is able to get
away with it in the ALP, there is no rea*
son why similar minorities should not try

v

the same thing in the Republican and
Democratic Parties. This is to embrace the
political methods of the fascist governments
against which our country is waging war.

That is why, as we pointed out last
week, we feel it is the elementary duty of
all honest liberals and progressives, no
matter what their position on the issues
that have divided the ALP, to support all
steps, including resort to the courts, to
ensure that the progressive county execu-
tive committee, headed by John Crawford
and Max Torchin, is legally recognized. |

How false and ridiculous is the cry of

-“Communist plot,” by which the Dubin-

skys and Antoninis have sought to per-
petuate minority rule, is now revealed by
the campaign they have launched against
the proposal of Sidney Hillman, president
of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers
and chairman of the CIO Political Action
Committee, that the ALP be restored to
trade union control with all unions invited
to affiliate. This proposal, which has been
endorsed by the progressives. and by the
New York state CIO, has infuriated the
Old Guard because it, would mean broad-
ening and democratizing the party, loosen-
ing the death-grip of the present leader-
ship, dominated by a tight clique of Social
Democrats obsessed with hatred for our
Soviet ally.

The desperation of this cabal is indi-
cated in an editorial published in Dubin-
sky’s organ, Justice, and inserted as an ad-
vertisement in the New York Times. This
falsely charges that the Hillman proposal

s s N
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“would mean the elimination from the
party’s government of the large liberal
and progressive element which is not af-
filiated to any labor unions.” That in a
broadened and democratized American
Labor Party there would be no room for
Eugene Lyons and other such “liberal”
and “progressive’” favorites of the anti-
Semitic fuehrer, Gerald L. K. Smith, goes
without saying. But such a party would
once more provide a voice for the many
thousands of genuine liberals and progres-
sives who have either been gagged or
hounded out by those who are chegk by
jowl, politically speaking, with John L.
Lewis and the ex-fascist, Generoso Pope.
And such a party would give to the poli-
~ cies of our Commandercin-Chief some-
thing more than verbal nosegays.

Too Many Candidates

’AFFAIRE Aurelio has its tragic and

comic aspects, but for the average voter
it .bids fair to provide little more than a
bewildering multiplication of candidates for
Justice of the Supreme Court in New
York’s First Judicial District. And some
- people might wonder how ~many more
Aurelios whbuld be uncovered if the proper
wires could be tapped thoroughly and im-
partially. ,

Right now there are two candidates
for the Supreme Court job, plus Aurelio
himself. The latter is challenging in the
courts the right of the Republican and
‘Democratic Parties to withdraw their
nomination of him. And the irony of it is
that despite Aurelio’s practical admission
that he sought the aid of the underworld
character Frank Costello in securing the
Democratic designation, he may get elected
because his opposition is divided. The Re-
publicans have nominated George Frank-
-enthaler and the right wing leaders of
the American Labor Party have chosen
Matthew M. Levy, who has also received
the Democratic designation. The ALP Old
Guard ignored the proposals of the Pro-
gressives, who objected to Levy because of
his truculent Red-baiting. Nor is the right
wing position strengthened by their at-
tempts to smear the Progressives for hav-
ing supported the nomination of Aurelio
before his connection with Costello was
known. For it turns out that Costello’s
attorney is flesh of the right wing flesh,
none other than that “liberal” luminary,
Morris Ernst.

Meanwhile, let us not forget that there
are more important matters before the
voters than the choice of a Supreme Court
judge. They have a lieutenant governor to
elect. The Republicans are trying to use

the Aurelio scandal to advance the for-’
tunes of their candidate, State Senator Joe

R. Hanley, as against the win-the-war
Democratic and ALP-nominee, Lt. Gen.
William N. Haskell. The election of Han-

ley could easily provide a- stepping-stone
for the- political ambitions of Gov. Tom
Dewey.

Toward Jewish Unity

’ I ‘Hg  American Jewish Conference,

which held its sessions in New York -
last week, was undoubtedly the most im-.

portant gathering of its kind in more than
a generation. Bringing together the repre-
sentatives of Jews of various classes, po-
litical and religious tendencies, the confer-
ence marked an important- step toward

complete unity of America’s 5,000,000

Jews. ‘
In a number of its
 decisions the confer-
§ ence lived up to its
B great responsibilities.
f What it had to say,
for example, on.the
subject of immediate
measures to rescue Europe’s tormented
Jews introduced clarity into a question
about which there has been a good deal of
dangerously wishful thinking. Proposals
which had been made in recent months for
negotiations with Axis satellite govern-
ments were wisely avoided. Instead, a six-
point program was adopted covering such
matters as the provision of asylum for refu-

~ gees in the United Nations, in Palestine,

and in neutral countries, and the setting up
of an inter-governmental agency to cooper-
ate with Jewish organizations in extending
underground rescue work.

The two principal ‘weaknesses of the
conference were its failure to deal with the
immediate problems of winning the war
and its exclusion of important sections of
American Jewry. On the whole, the con-
ference was too preoccupied with postwar
questions, While it adopted excellent reso-
lutions calling for an international Bill of
Rights and thg outlawing of anti-Semitism
nationally and internationally after the war,
it took no action on the ominous anti-
Semitic trends in our country today. And
in considering measures to rescue the Eu-
ropean Jews, it failed to mention the most
fundamental of them all: the second front.
A Western invasion by American and Brit-
ish troops during the next weeks is, in fact,
the only effective way to win the war

" quickly and save the 3,000,000 Jews who

have thus far survived the Nazis.

FYTHE resolution on Palestine also suffered

from the fact that it did not deal with
the problem of mobilizing that country’s
human and economic resources for the war,
but devoted itself largely to the de-
mand that Palestine be constituted a
Jewish Commonwealth after the war.
This resolution, moreover, tended to nar-
row the authority of the conference since

it reflected the views of a single, even if
substantial, party, the Zionists. For while

practically all American Jews are united
in their desire to support the Jewish com-
munity in Palestine, large numbers of them
do not agree with the specific Zionist aim
of a Jewish state. The conference further
limited its authoritative character by fail-
ing to make any official acknowledgement
of the role of the 5,000,000 Jews heroical-
ly fighting Hitler in the Soviet Union. Cer- -
tainly, the enthusiastic welcome which the
great Soviet Jewish actor, Prof. Solomon
Michoels, and the Yiddish poet, Lt. Col.
Itzik Feffer, have received from all sec-
tions of the Jewish population in this coun-
try, shows that American Jews are not in-
different to that role. ‘

These shortcomings might have been
mitigated had there been adequate repre-
sentation for hundreds of thousands of
Jewish trade unionists and advanced mid-

. dle class elements. Unfortunately, the ex-

clusion of such large and influential organ-

izations as the Jewish People’s Committee

and the Jewish section of the International
Workers Order impaired both the unity
and the work of the conference. Despite
the fact that many conservative rabbis and
other Jewish leaders favored their inclu-
sion, and despite the presentation by those
two organizations of petitions with 85,000
signatures, these groups were banned at
the insistence of disruptive Social Demo-
crats and certain reactionary Zionists. "The
continuations committee of the conference
would do well to reconsider this decision
and to act in the spirit of that all-inclusive
unity which at its opening sessions was
urged on the conference by three of its
outstanding leaders, Rabbi Stephen S.
Wise, president of the American Jewish
Congress, Henry Monsky, head of B’nai
B’rith, and Judge Joseph M. Proskauer,
chairman of the American Jewish Com-
mittee,

Strange Generosity

i S TOTALLY impervi-

i ous to the sweep-
ing currents. within
the democratic world
for an enduring peace
after the complete
rout of the enemy, the
Pope beckons us to lay down our arms now
and bend the knee in humility before the
makers of this war. His words will cheer
only those who seek an “impartial” spokes-
man to save them from impending disaster.
They will comfort none among the mil-
lions who in protection of their freedom
of conscience, their convictions of equality
and justice and brotherhood, are prepared
to give their lives. The Pope asks us to be
“generous.” Generous with whom? With
the maligners of his coreligionists in Ger-
many? With the brutes who raped children
and murdered them in the streets of Orel
and Warsaw? With the Attilas who



showered death on the cities of England
and blasted its cathedrals filled with wor-
shippers! We heard no such plea for mag-
nanimity from the Vatican when the Hit-
lerites were marauding the Belgian coun-
tryside and then descended on France. Nor
was there Papal intervention on behalf of
Spaniards, believers and non-believers,
whom Franco put on the rack because of
their abiding sense of freedom and inde-
pendence. And now he implores us to ex-
tend the hand of compromise to those who

have betrayed their nation’s, honor and’

with whom it is impossible to live in secur-
ity and peace. He asks in effect that the

Danes cease resisting, that the French show

no determination before the Nazi tyranny,
that we compromise everything for which
countless people have shed their blood.
It is no wonder that the Pope’s appeal has
already won the plaudits of a notorious ap-
peaser-pacifist, Frederick J. Libby. .

If the Pope spoke for the senile Marshal
Badoglio on the eve of Allied advances
into the Italian mainland, the terms are
still unconditional surrender. Does the
Pope fear that Italy will regain its honor
without Badoglio? Through the five-party
coalition the Italian people have already
expressed their disillusionment with Ba-
doglio and insisted on his ouster. They
have expressed their dévotion to the cause
of the United Nations and the confusing
Papal admonitions will not sit well with
them. Vatican diplomacy can either adjust
itself to the times or run the risk of re-
pudiation among large sections of Catho-
lics who profoundly believe in the four
freedoms and hélp man the battlefronts
in their defense. They have made their
choice and it has not béén the cult of
cruelty and death and darkness.

Mr. Lippmann's Thesis

ALTER LIPPMANN deserves credit

for recognizing thé importance of
Earl Browder’s speech on the second front
and the future of the Anglo-Soviet-Ameéri-
can coalition and devoting a column to it.
But the argument in his September 4 col-
umn is hardly worthy of one who on other
issues has shown such an admirable grasp
of realities. Mr. Lippmann is perhaps un-
aware that whereas he appears to be de-
fending the American and British High
Commands against Mr. Browder’s criti-
cism, he is actually rejecting the basic
strategy of the United Nations. For he has
developed a thesis that the decisive Allied
blow should be against the underbelly of
Europe, with the eventual second front
" serving as a mere auxiliary operation. This
is to place all accepted strategic conceptions
on their head. For some two years—and
for that matter, for years prior to that—
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the two-front war through a simultaneous
assault from the east and west has been re-
garded as the key to the defeat of Nazi
Germany. Nothing that has beén said by
any responsible military spokesman or by
President Roosevelt or Prime Minister

. Churchill has indicated that this strategy

has been abandoned. What Mr. Browder
criticizes is the unnecessary delay in apply-
ing it. .
Mr. Lippmann is likewise in error when
he says that the actual choice was “whether
to attack this year where we had the forces
for attack, or to spend the year without

fighting while we prepared for a cross-. .

Channel invasion.” Apart from the fact
that all of the American and a large part
of the British forces had to be transported
thousands of miles to the Mediterranean
with their equipment, the heaviest concen-
tration of Allied troops today is not in that
area at all. It is in England where some
two or three million soldiers are, in Mr.
Browder’s apt phrase, “rusting from lack
of action.” Neither Mr. Browder nor any-
body else is proposing the abandonment of
the attack from the south. What they urge
is an understanding that the great victories

on the Eastern Front and in the Mediter-
ranean create an unparalleled opportunity
to crush the Nazi military machine this year
by an assault from the West.

Mr. Lippmann, on the other hand, pro-
poses that we confine ourselves to peripher-
al warfare, to a slow attrition strategy that
can only prolong the war, compound its cost
in blood and treasure, and increase the
danger of a negotiated peace. He is as.
wrong in this as he was, earlier in the war,
in his faith in sea power and later in the
air-power-alone theories of Seversky—
views which he has since greatly modified
though not entirely discarded. It is a pity
that Mr. Lippmann, who in his book US$
Fercign Policy: Shield of the Republic,
argues so cogently for a nuclear alliance
of the United States, Britain, and Russia
as essential for our security, does not realize
that true coalition warfare is the very heart
and core of such an alliance. And it is a
pity that he, who has dealt such effective
blows against the reactionary double-talk-
ers responsible for our government’s French
policy, is unable to recoghize these same
forces in the influence they exert in holding
up the second front.
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THE very cautious attack on the
Italian toe has alréady netted the
British Eighth Army a strong beach-
head. Except for difficulties of terrain,
resistance has beén poor and the cam-
paign in its immediate stages should
proceed with relative ease. Thé Nazis
seem to be waiting for the Alliéd plan
of operations to unfold before giving
serious battle. But one thinig is certain.
- Hitler will not be able to do for
Badoglio what he could not do for
~ Mussolini. The bulk of his forces are
pinned down in the East and his
whole defense of the peninsula must
be predicated on delaying Allied ad-
vances by maneuvering the handful
of Wehrmacht divisions. It is expected
that the hardest fighting will come in
the north along the Po although some
military commentators are of the
opinion that this line cannot be long
sustained and that the Nazis will
depend on the Alps as a natural bar-
rier against Allied progress. At this
writing American arms have not as
yet entered the contest. It would not
surprise us, however, if in the next
days there are landings on the shank
of the boot or at its knee. These
moves would further reduce Italian

On the Italian Boot

and German maneuverability. At any
rateé it is not unrealistic to anticipate
that large scale offensives against Eu-
rope’s underbelly are in the making.
That much could be concluded from
Mr. Churchill’s special remarks about
Yugosldvia and Greecé in his Quebec
speech and from thé announcement
that staff officers of the Allied Middle
East Command have conférred with
guerrilla leaders there.

While the landing in Italy is noz
the long overdue second front because
it does not come to grips with large
bodies of the Wehrmacht on the con-
tinent, it will unquestionably have
profound political reverberdtions in
southeastern Europe. Satellite jitters
are mounting and the Allies have an
opportunity to smooth their way by
working with such people’s forces as
the Yugoslav Liberation Army and E
the Italian fivé-party coalition. Im- E
pending is a critical test of whether £
we will collaborate with our friends £
or disregard their offers to help. £
AMG, for example, is far from satis- =

=
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factory. It was a doubtful makeshift
in Sicily but on the Italian mainland
itself it can only arouse the deepest
distrust and resentment.
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COALITION CROSSROADS

R. CHuURcHILL’S Quebec speech
M lras had a lukewarm reception.

“ Not only here but in London as
well. The temper of the response was per-
haps summed up in the headlines of some
British papers. Since news of fresh Soviet
victories had come simultaneously with the
text of the Prime Minister’s remarks, these
headlines read in essence “While Church=
- ill talks Stalin acts.” For what Mr
Churchill was propounding was sympomatic
of the sad impasse reached by the Western
Allies. In truth he had nothing to say be-
cause at that point he had nothing to offer
by way of really solving the coalition’s
crisis.

We had a right to expect that Mr.
Churchill, vigorous leader that he is, would
offer action now 'instead of glossing over
the paramount issue with praise for Mar-
shal Stalin. Instead he reiterated the ex-
cuses no longer acceptable because they
have no basis in fact. He said that the Brit-
ish once had a front in France but that it

was ripped to shreds by the Wehrmacht

and that such an undertaking must not
be repeated until its success was guaran-
teed. All this rests on the lame assumption
that the Nazi army of 1940 has not de-

teriorated and is the same army operating -

today. Even an uninformed civilian who
has never seen the inside of West Point
or Sandhurst knows that the Wehrmacht
is a shadow of its past. And if sthe other-
“wise able high command in Britain has

such limited faith in its forces after their

scintillating performances, along with- our
troops, in Africa, Sicily; and now on the
Italian toe, then we, nevertheless, have

complete confidence in these campaigners -

‘and so has the average Britisher.
This alone may account for the tepid-
ness with which Mr. Churchill’s speech

was received. But there is more. None of -

his listeners expected that he would tell
them when the Allied armies would move
across the Channel. We fully respect the
need for secrecy. But certainly after his
fulsome greeting to the Red Army, he
could trust its leaders sufficiently to tell
them of the moment of attack. But that
apparently. has not happened, because it
would seem that decisions for an imme-
diate invasion have not been made and
that they may have been mdeﬁm’gely post-
poned—at a ‘cost that will ¢ squander more
lives than necessary. And again, if the Red
Army has earned the right to criticize its
allies, as Mr. Churchill put it, it would
also seem that here and in England influ-
ential men feel that they have earned the
right to disregard such criticism. And in

. By the. Edn‘ors

disregarding what the Soviet high com-
mand urges and what the two other com-
ponents of the alliance had agreed to do
in 1942, a state of affairs has been reached
which, if it continues without a change for
the better, will finally end in a fiasco.

If no “political considerations of any
kind” to hurry a second front will be coun-

tenanced, then the hope must also be ex-

pressed that there will be no political con-
siderations of any kind to delay a second
front. But if there are, the storm signals
must be hoisted to the skies. At stake is the
reconstruction of- the world whose future
shape will be determined more by what is
done now in shortening the war than by
almost anything else. This is not only a
problem involving morals and morale but
is the binding element of the coalition and
the guarantee of its stability. If we fail to
shorten the war, the coalition becomes
putty in the hands of evil creatures.

As EArL BrROWDER defined it last week,
we are at the crossroads. Not only
was his .address a telling and perceptive
brief on the current course of world affairs
but it was a measured warning to the na-
tion to think hard and think quickly.
“Either the leading coalition of the United
Nations,” he said, “is going to be consoli-
dated for victory and the.postwar reorgani-
zation of the world, or it is going -to
deteriorate sharply and thus place dark
question marks over both victory and the
perspectives of the postwar world. The
events which unfold from the Quebec de-
cisions will show us which way we have
taken.”
The question is thus put with utmost
succinctness. The choices are limited;
limited to two. Either the war is prolonged

because some people imagine that this is

how to beat the Nazis at bargain store
prices or it is shortened not only to save
lives ‘but prevent the perils of a2 compro-
‘mise peace. Nothmg ends Nazism,” in-
sisted Browder, “except military occupa-
tion by fighting armies. All else is auxiliary,
is peripheral warfare.” With this simple
military axiom_ we can measure the value
of the lend-lease that has been convoyed
to the Sov1et Union. It has unquestionably

“helped but it is far from decisive—as Mr.

Churchill was quick to acknowledge. Yet
there are commentators who salve their
consciences by repeatedly pointing to ship-

ments of goods to Murmansk and Iran.

This, of course, is again the conception of
warfare by lend-lease agreements. While
American aid to the Red Army has helped
the Russians (and thereby helped us)

'_ of the coalition.”

cannot be considered at all a substitute for
a second front. Nor can riding the rim of
Axis defenses, or blows from the clouds,
do what is obviously required. All these
affect the enemy’s supplies and harass his
outposts, but do not come to direct grips
with him. And it is only by locking with
the main bodies of the Nazi armies that a
crushing defeat will be inflicted. “Without
the second “front in western Europe,”
Browder emphasized, “that will engage a
considerable fraction of Hitler’s total armed
forces, there does not exist serious coali-
tion warfare.”

And it is on joint military ‘enterprise
that the future of the coalition rests. With-
out it the grand alliance will limp along
regulated, says Browder, “on the ‘prin-
ciple’ advocated by William C. Bullitt of
the ‘carrot and the club.’ .. . It is a re-
lationship that is tolerable only as some-
thing not so bad as the complete dissolution
And it is the United
States which would be injured most from
the coalition’s decline because her interests
in an ordered world depend “in the last
analysis upon close friendship and collabo-
ration between the two most powerful
countries in the world, our own country
and the Soviet Union. . . . We should final-
ly understand that we must meet the So-
viet Union halfway, as equals, if we want
such a close and enduring alliance. . . .
It is an illusion to think that we can come
closer to Britain by weakening our rela-
tions with the Soviet Union. 4 .. When we
take a course which tends to separate us
from our Soviet ally, we are at the same
time destroying the foundations for all
world order, we are taking the path of a
new isolationism.”

If affairs are at the crisis stage they are
far from lost. And it is the serious re-
sponsibility of all Americans to act so that
a turn for the better can be made. It is
Browder’s conclusion that the President
cannot defeat the reactionaries by himself
“without the participation of the masses in
the fight. . . . We are in this war to the
end with the Commander-in-Chief, we
have no prospect of getting a better one,
but could easily get a worse. The sooner we
adjust ourselves to this reality the better it
will be for the prospects of victory.”

Let there be then a thunder of voices
for a second front. Let there be letters and
telegrams, visits to congressmen, moun-
tains -of resolutions from the trade unions.
No one can rest the night comfortably
until we have cut through the barbed wire
of western Europe and hammered the
enemy into oblivion.
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movement is developing in swift strides.

The Pro-Independence Congress held
in San Juan on August 15, and attended
during the course of the day by 20,000
people, marks the high point of the move-
ment to date. The Congress revealed (1)
a significant broadening of the organized
effort to achieve independence; (2) an
understanding of the relation of indepen-
dence to the war against the Axis; (3)
an appreciation of the economic aspects of
Puerto Rican sovereignty; and (4) an
attitude of friendliness to the progressive
and democratic forces within America.

IN Puerto ‘Rico the independence

There were 1,833 official delegates at"

the Pro-Independence Congress, repre-
senting eighty=five towns and municipali-
ties from every corner of the Island. No
one political group nor any single organ-
ization dominated the meeting. On the
contrary, the atmosphere was completely
non-partisan. Among the prominent indi-
viduals who participated as official delegates,
for instance, were Sen. Geigel Polanco,
floor leader of the Popular Democratic
Party; several congressmen and ex-con-
gressmen; three judges, who having re-
ceived tHeir judicial appointments from the
governor, were subject to recall for politi-
" cal activity; Juan Saez Corales, general
secretary of the General Confederation of
Workers; Cesar Andreu and other mem-
bers of the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party; members of the Liberal
" Party, youth leaders, and representatives
of women’s groups. In addition to many

trade unionists nearly every profession, -

‘such as doctors and teachers, was repre-
sented.

A sentence or two from some of the
principal speeches will give you the flavor
of the Congress. Said- Benjamin Ortiz,
president of the Public Service Commission
and one of several government officials
who spoke: “I am here because I am a
Puerto Rican and never have I felt myself
more a Puerto Rican than today. I am
absolutely in favor of independence for our
country.” Rodolfo Ramirez Pabon, judge
of the District Court of Mayaguez, intro-
duced his remarks with the words, ““‘In
addressing myself to this assemblage I do
so not in my character as a private citizen,
but as a Judge of a tribunal of justice.”
Then he declared, “It is preferable to fall
in the struggle for the noble cause of our
freedom than to die as miserable slaves,
and the Pro-Independence Congress has
given the death blow to the shameful col-

|
onial system of Puerto Rico.” )
Speaking for the 170,000 workers or-
ganized in the General Confederation of
Workers, Saez Corales explained that he
was participating in the Congress “because
we know that no liberation movement can
succeed which does not have the suppert
of the workers and peasants who are the
backbone of the nation and must be the
decisive force in such a movement.”
From the opposite end of the social
scale the editor of the very conservative

paper El Dmparcial, in a speech which

included several statements of question-

~able political sagacity, nevertheless stated

his conviction: that only independence
could solve the problems confronting Puerto

Rico.

THE outstanding contribution to the

Congress was made by Senator Po-
lanco of the Popular Party. “The people
of Puerto Rico today face the problem of
their sovereignty,” he declared. “We do
not raise this problem for theoretical, or
emotional or doctrinaire reasons, but for a
vital reason: the urgent ‘necessity of our
people to assume the control of their des-
tiny in order to establish a governmental
regime which will guarantee the justice,
security, and well being of all the men
and women who live here.” The follow-
ing economic advantages, he continued,
would accrue to an independent Puerto
Rico: freedom from the prejudicial effects
of the US tariff; the right to establish
Puerto Rican customs with protection for
Island products; support for the industrial-
ization of the country and for breaking
the monoculture forced on the Island by
the sugar interests. Senator Polanco pointed
out that independence will permit the
Island to accumulate the fruits of its labor
and the wealth of its resources, and so will
help solve the problem of unemployment.
It will provide the opportunity for break-
ing down the trade isolation ®o which the
US tariff has condemned the Island, and
permit commerce with other Latin Amer-
ican and Caribbean nations and with the
markets of Europe. It will free the coun-
try from its bondage to American shipping.
Independence will put an end to absentee
ownership and its exploitations, making it
possible to lower the cost of living, which
is now sky-high since the agricultural pro-
duce of Puerto Rico is absentee-controlled

and owned. Under the colonial system,.

Senator Polanco pointed out, Puerto
Ricans may initiate social and economic re-

'PUERTO RICAN FERMENT

forms but they cannot carry them through,

‘as all such measures are subject to the po-

litical veto power and economiic dominance
of the United States. _
Emphasizing the non-partisan character

" of the Pro-Independence Congress and
pledging themselves to abstain from any

action on issues dther than independence,
the - delegates—representing the over-

" whelming majority of Puerto Ricans—

issued a “Declaration of Independence”
which states: “. . . it is the right and the
will of the people of Puerto Rico to con-
stitute themselves a people free and sov-
ereign, maintaining the closest political and
economic cooperation with the other na-
tions of the Americas, and living in peace
and brotherhood with all the democratic

“peoples of the world. . . . The people of

Puerto Rico claim their right to sovereignty
in terms of friendship. and brotherhoed
with the people of the United States. In the
case of Puerto Rico, the traditional devo-
tion of the American people to free insti-
tutions and the democratic way of life co-
incides with the moral duty of helping us
to establish our Republic in the concert of
free American peoples. The people of
Puerto Rico are confident that the Con-
gress of the United States, which has al-
ready, in the cases of Cuba and the Philip-
pines, fulfilled its obligations under the
treaty of Paris, will take the same action
in the case of Puerto Rico, and, inspired
by the principle that democracy has the
duty to be the creator of democracy, will
without further delay recognize the inde-
pendence of our Island.”

Here is a declaration emerging from
a Congress marked by a clear under-
standing of the true nature of democracy
and of the relationship of forces in today’s
world. The Pro-Independence Congress
condemned the Axis powers and fascism
in the strongest terms. It expressed “the
solidarity of the people of Puerto Rico with
the cause of liberty and democracy which
the United Nations defend.” It recognized
that the struggle for independence cannot
be isolated from the war against Hitlerism. -
It took  cognizance, too, of the fact that
Puerto Rican independence is not synony-
mous with Puerto Rican isolation, that, on
the contrary, an independent Puerto Rican
nation must maintain the closest ties with
all the democratic nations of the world and
particularly with those of the Western
Hemisphere, and within this region close
relations with the United States were
stressed.
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HE Pro-Independence Congress passed

a resolution calling upon President
Roosevelt to give an unconditional pardon
to Pedro Albizu Campos, distinguished na-
tionalist leader, and sent greetings to both
him and Juan Antonio Corretjer.

‘The people of Puerto Rico have again
—this time more forcefully and with
greater unity than ever before—asked for

independence. They have declared their
brotherhood with the democratic people of
the United States apd it is to them that
their appeal is directed. Clearly and yrgent-
ly, as part of the war job, the time has
come when the people of the United States
thust act on this issue. The isolation of
Puerto Rico’s destiny will never be found
by the Puerto Ricans. alone. Nationhood

for Puerto Rico will come only through
the joint efforts of its people and the demo-
cratic forces of the United States. They
are appealing to us with the dignity of a
mature people ‘and in the spirit of our com-
mon war against the Axis enemy. And it
is high time that we in this country re-
spond.
Freperick V. FieLp.

W askington.
ASHINGTON is in turmoil. After

N x / two weeks’ absence I returned to
find the capital, which I had left

bogged down in wet heat, buzzing with un-
healthy excitement. The rumor mills are

grinding overtime. Gross calumnies are in-

spired, often in high places, and spread with
malicious joy by specialists in smearing.
Everyone has a pet “theory” about what is
going on -behind the scenes. The liberals
are feeling pretty low, many of them con-
" vinced that their worst fears have already
come true.

The same old Red-baiting and witch-
hunting continues within the various de-
partments, in many speeded up and intensi-
fied. Those New Dealers who have sur-
vived previous purges have either been
caught up with at last and are clearing out
their desks, or are hanging on by their
eyelashes and expect any day to shake
hands all around. But the real excitement
at the moment centers in the State Depart-
ment brawl precipitated by the dismissal of
Sumner Welles and spotlighted by the seri-
ous crisis in relations between the Anglo-
American allies and the Soviet Union.

A good deal has been written and much
more is being said here about such-and-such
phrase in Secretary Hull’s latest press
conferencé or about this-or-that remark
dropped by an important official. Interpre-
_tations are a dime a dozen; a very few are
worth listening to, most of them are not.
It occurs to me, granted a momentary ob-
jectivity which is a vacation hangover, that
most of the subtle analyses do not concern
people outside of Washington. It seems
likely that the American people have neither
the time nor the inclination to examine
under a magnifying glass each and every
word of official statements and unofficial
rumors. The present crisis is apt to elude
most people not because it is too difficult
to grasp but because it has been presented
as an elaborate crossword puzzle.

For my own part, trying to catch up on
what is happening, the crisis suddenly ap-
pears easy to understand if approached with
some remembrance of things past. When
I left, the central issue of the war was the
second front, as it has been for so many,
many months. In essence, the opening of a
second land front in Europe, capable of
engaging from forty to sixty Nazi divi-
sions, is the only possible expression in ac-
tion of the determination to wage all-out
war in closest collaboration with all the
United Nations. Speeches, conferences,
declarations, conversations—all the diplo-
matic activity—are merely preparations for
carrying into action the principle of coali-
tion warfare. And there can be no substi-
tute for action. The people’s war against
fascism, for liberation, and for the preser-
vation of national integrity finds its fullest
expression at-this time only on the military
front.

THE alternative to this concept of coali-

tion warfare is a continuation of the old
Neville Chamberlain policy of not hitting
Hitler too hard lest the democratic upsurge
of the masses be theyéby released. The
second front assures 4 speedy end to the
European war. It promises liberation of the
captured and enslaved masses. To those
who fear the consequences of a rebirth of
democracy, the victorious end of the war
becomes a Raunting specter. Victory must
be postponed untdl some means can be
found to keep the people in subjugation. A
long drawn-out war offers the appeasers
and defeatists additional time to maneuver.
It offers leeway for plots and counter-plots
to mature, so that the war’s end, in the
distant future, will find Europe saved for
Chamberlainism with its cordon sanitaires,
its military-fascist dictatorships, its doors
and windows sealed tight against permanent
and genuine democracy. Here in our
own country a long war grants additional

"STATE DEPARTMENT MUDDLE

opportunity to the fascist-minded, the pro-
fiteers, and the monopolists to perfect their
plans for an imperialist economy with
weakened trade unions an easy mark for
repression.

It is noteworthy that the most virulent
opponents of the second front clamor for a
national service act to control labor and to
put the unions out of business; they are the
supporters of the reactionary farm bloc;
they are the most .obscene administration-
baiters; they are the hunters after “Reds”;
they are the objectors to a planned ap-
proach to production and the war effort;
they are the ones who insist on'“Japan
first!” They conceive of this whr in the
terms of the old-time munitions manufac-
turers. Their goal is to make this country
a haven for reaction, and the instigator of
future wars. o

The best ‘informed opinion here is that
the clash within the State Department only
reflects the central battle over how this
war should be fought. Sumner Welles’
ouster is a defeat for those who desire an
all-out war, not because Welles was ever
a flaming liberal, but because he emerged
as the Department’s one realist who under-
stood that Europe and Asia could not be
reconstructed on the old foundations and
that friendship with the USSR was indis-
pensable for our own security and for a
stable postwar world. Sumner Welles as
Undersecretary of State objected to the
fascist-minded plottings of certain of his
colleagues. The Bullitt-Berle faction—and
it is by no means alone—is motivated solely
by an intense fear of the possibilities of a
democratic Europe. It is willing to play
along with anything or anyone that will
set the clock back to the good old days of
pre-war Europe. It plots and whispers with
every tin-horn fascist; despite official- de-

‘nials, it plays around with the idea of a

confederation of small weak nations in cen-
tral Europe dominated by clerical fascism.
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" These men, who in the pre-war period
helped scuttle collective security and murder
Spain, today givé Franco a pat on. the
shoulder, smirk at Mannerheim, under-
write the anti-Soviet members of the Polish,
Greek, Yugoslav governments-in-exile.
They try to prevent the Czechoslovaks
from following a progressive policy; they
knife the French Committee; they ignore
the plight of the Jews. Above all, they feed
their blind hatred for the Soviet Union.
And all this adds up to opposition to coali-
tion warfare, to a terrible fear of a people’s
victory—and therefore, to an intense de-
- sire to prevent the opening of a second front.
Sumner Welles more or less aligned

. himself against these short-sighted and

bankrupt plotters. His forced resignation
abandons the State - Department to the
shrewd manipulators who lack only a world
-view amd a perception of actuality. The
ousting of Welles unifies the Department,
but, in the opinion of ‘many here, it is the

unity of men dedicated to reaction. Where

the liberals have failed is in recognizing
that the issue must be presented primarily
in terms of true coalition policy, not in
terms of clashing personalities.

At the height of this crisis, the columnist
Drew Pearson hurled charges, couched in
unfortunately ‘extreme language, at Secre-
tary Hull, and opened himself to-a presi-
dential rebuke. But leaving Hull’s preju-
dices to one side as unimportant, the fact

- remains that this Department as He has

organized it is composed almost without -

exception of men consistently outspoken in
their hostility toward the Soviet Union—
Berle ‘Long, Henderson, Dunn, Pavolsky,
" to name the best known—and who have
tenaciously opposed every upsurge of the
people’s democratic action. It is also true
that the State Department continues to
fool around with foreign reactionaries who
propose a “peace” perpetuating the fascist
ruling cliques of Europe. It is true that the
Department has recently held conversations
with Spanish falangists and monarchists on
the fate of Spain. The Department frankly
wants to preserve the Finnish ruling.clique;
it revives, at this critical moment of the
war, “criticism” of the USSR first uttered
during the Finnish war when the Depart-
ment was on the verge of breaking rela-
tions with the Soviet Union. It is true that
-the dismissal of Welles complicates the
good neighbor policy, and that the appoint-
ment of Sam Zemurray of the United
Fruit Co. to the Office of Economic War-
fare (dominated by the State Department)
has deeply upset Latin Americans.

MOS’I‘ of all, however, the Department

of State under Mr. Hull has too
usually proved inadequate, short-sighted,
and often downright stupid. It has been
criticized for having no policy; this state-
ment is less than accurate—the Depart-
ment has a policy, based on a desire to pre-
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vent change, and to frustrate the spread of
democracy. It has a policy of reaction
which, because it is unrealistic, degenerates
into opportunism and adventurism. Every
one of the leading State Department fig-
ures, along with Bullitt who helped press
the anti-Welles intrigue, is quite willing at

the moment to heap unstinting praise on

the Red Army and the Soviet’s contribution
to the war. But most of these Department
spokesmen fear the USSR, underestimate
Soviet power, pervert Soviet policy, and
misjudge Soviet intentions. As a result,

their own outlook is steeped in prejudice

and ignorance, and their own actions be-
come particularly ominous because they are
motivated by ideas that are simply untrue.
Welles, an ardent conservative, attempted
to see things as they are, and to orient
American policy toward reality. His re-
moval gives the petulant little men who
still think in terms of another era a free
hand. Nothing could *be more dangerous
to the best interests of our country.

The fact is the State Department is
notoriously inadequate, notoriously ineffi-
cient. Whatever the reason, President
Roosevelt failed to organize the State De-
partment when he could easily have done
so. Before and at the time of Pearl Harbor,
he recognized that the Department was
not a reliable or effective instrument; in
consequence, he set up various organizations
to act as substitutes for the Department—
the lend-lease administration, the Board of
Economic Warfare, the Rockefeller Com-~
mittee, the Office of Strategic Services,
the foreign branch of the Office of War
Information, various special missions, and
more recently, the Lehman food commis-
sion. But the State Department was shrewd
enough to realize the danger of such com-
petition; it succeeded in taking over every
one of its so-called rivals. The detours
around the Department were shut off one
by one. Once again, the President is sad-
dled with a Department that does not
reflect the policies of total war and United
Nations collaboration for which he has
stood. Certainly, the Department’s interpre-
tation of “unconditional surrender” is ex-
ceedingly narrow: it seems to exempt the
Horthys, .the Petains, the Francos.

All of this has put Washington liberals
in the dumps. They feel keenly what they
consider the “desertion” by the President
of the New Deal and his abandonment of
those who desire a democratic ‘peace. In
the case of both Welles and Wallace, the
President is undeniably open to justified
criticism. The power exercised by James
Byrnes, who is close to Hull and is in-
clined to come to terms with domestic re-
action which is blocking the all-out war,
is derived from the President, and the
President’s judgment in appointing Byrnes
and others like him to high position is open
to question. But in the end, this is not the
President’s war, as the Colonel McCor-

micks would have it. It is the entire na-
tion’s war, and it is up to the entire nation
to see to it that the war is prosecuted fully
and relentlessly. The State Department at
the moment is supposedly immune from
ordinary “pressure.” But the master of the
State Department, the President himself,
is sensitive to the views of the country.
The opening of the second front remains
the touchstone of national policy, because it
remains the_touchstone to coalition warfare,
of which the President i¢ the nation’s lead-
ing advocate, Out of the conduct of the
war will grow the peace. The peace will
not be something stewed in a vacuum
cooker. :

I TALKED to 2 union leader very deeply

concerned with the progress of the war.
“All this debate is on the wrong basis,” he
remarked in reference to the State Depart-
ment brawl. “The question must be brought
down to earth. It must be placed in terms
of what an aggressive program should be.
Once we know what must be done, all
this double-talk will be shown up. And the
program is simple enough. We must de-
velop a passionate demand for a second
front at once, not a second front to be
opened some time, but at this moment.
Everything else is subsidiary, because unless
we wage a short war we imperil victory.”

The fact is, Washington is a long way

“from the American people. There is an

alarming lack of comradeship between the
people whose war this is and the men in
high places. Taking stock at this moment
forces the conclusion that there is a wan-
ing contact between the capitol from where
the war is being directed and the people.
The trick of labeling the question of the
second front as a military problem alone
has been far too ‘successful. First they talked
of-a lack of men, then of insufficient air
power, then of an inadequate amount of’
ships and now—now, the second front
should be delayed, they say, because of a
failure to attain United Nations agreement
on what to do with victory. The present
reason is political enough, but on exami-
nation, so were all the previous reasons.
Foreign policy and domestic policy cannot
be separated. The way we win this war
cannot be divorced from the kind of war
we are fighting and the peace to come out
of it. The State Department has been able
to convince too many people that foreign
policy is something recondite, with which

~ the people have no concern. The unions

are beginning to doubt this. The Welles
affair is a warning that at this moment the
ability to achieve coalition warfare—ex-
pressed in action by the immediate opening
of a second front—is in the balance. The
people can tip the balance, and coalition
war can force even the State Department
to respond to the needs of the nation and
to the people’s desire for a workable demo-
cratic peace.
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ITALY AND RUSSIA

talled—and draw a line through the cities

In °43 Max Werner says:

pean Russia, there is a clearly delimited
zone of military decision. It is a zone whose
eastern rim extends from Rostov across the
eastern part of the Donetz Basin to Khar-
kov, Kursk, Orel and- Bryansk and from
there to Rzhev.

“The western rim of this zone of de-
cision runs from Dvinsk through Vitebsk
to Gomel, Kremenchug and then through
Krivol Rog to Kherson.

. “This zone includes all of the industrial
centers of southern Russia: the Donetz
Basin, Kharkov, Dnepropetrovsk, Krivoi
Rog. Above all, it contains vital strategic
positions and communications: the great
Russian southern line, Orel-Crimea; the
central part of the Leningrad-Odessa rail
line and the Vitebsk-Gomel line; the im-
portant Gomel-Kremenchug rail line; the
lower arm of the Dneiper and the upper
and middle reaches of the Dvina; finally
the Crimea with its ports. Odessa and Kiev
do not belong to this zone of strategic de-
cision; militarily, too,.they are without
significance. Westward from this zone of
decision in a strategic sense is 2 desert which
has no military value and offers nothing for
the German defense.

“When the Wehrmacht shall have been
expelled from this Russian zone, it will
have lost the war. When the Red Army
has recaptured this zone, it will have won
the war. For then it will have all the in-
dustrial centers, communication lines and
strategic key positions indispensable for vic-
tory. This region is about 300 miles wide
in its southern and northern sectors; it is
much narrower in the center, about 200
miles or less. In this area decisive battles
will be waged. In May, 1943, the Red
Army had the following key positions along
its . eastern rim: Rostov, Voroshilovgrad,
Kursk, Vyazma, Rzhev, Velikie Luki. It
stood close to many vital points of the Ger-
man rear. It was only 130 miles from
Zaporozhie and possession of this rail junc-
tion would give Russia control of the en-
tire Southern Ukraine.

“In the spring of 1943 less than 200
miles separated the Red Army from vic-
tory.”

Max Werner said this in May. I permit
myself to quote at length because I cannot
put the situation in a smaller nutshell.

Now let us look at what has happened
since. Mr. Werner’s book was written.
Take a map—any map, even the least de-

IN HIs remarkable book Attack Can Win
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Mr. Werner names as the demarcation
points of the Zone of Decision. The result
will be a figure resembling a cross between
a pig’s knuckle, an hourglass, and a dumb-

bell. Now, if you draw in the approximaté

line of the front as of September 3 (when
this was written) you will see that not much
less than a half of the Zone of Decision
is already in the hands of the Red Army.
This territory’ embraces not only the key
points enumerated by Werner, but also

" Orel, Karachev, Sumy, Belgorod,. Khar-

kov, .and Taganreg. These are located
mostly along the eastern rim of the zone.

The central key points in the zone are
Vitebsk, Smolensk, Bryansk, Konotop (or
rather, Bakhmach), Poltava, Sinelnikovo,
and Volnovakha. When they are.taken, the
main network of rail lines loses its integra-
tion and is reduced to loose threads.”

LET us see how far the Red Army .is

from these central points. At Velizh. it
stands fifty miles from Vitebsk. Before
Yelnya and Dorogobuzh it stands about
thirty-five miles from Smolensk. Hardly
twenty miles separate it from Bryansk.

South of Krolevetz General Rokossovski is

only fourteen miles from Konotop (twenty-
five miles from Bakhmach). At Opochnya
the Red. Army is twenty-five miles from
Poltava. Sinelnikovo is the farthest. point
to reach—eighty miles. Volnovakha is about
thirty miles from the front where the Ger-
man Taganrog army group was encircled
and rubbed out.

Now, it is pretty clear that possession of
these central key points by the Red Army
would seal the fate of the entire zone, for
the liberation of the whole would follow,
if not automatically at least inevitably, with
the exception of the two western corners,
i.e. the area of Dvinsk and the area inside
the big loop of the Dneiper. The Red Army
may take Vitebsk and fail to reach Dvinsk
because of the terrific German fortifications
around the latter and also because of the
terrain, which becomes practically impass-

able during the fall ralns—they come early

in this latitude.

The southwestern corner of the zone,
i.e., the inside of the Dneiper loop, may be
held after the fall of Zaporozhie and Sinel-
nikovo. It is argued that the shape of the
Dneiper makes it a poor defensive position,
as it lends itself to pinching off, but the
Dneiper below Kiev is a mighty obstacle,
with its width and its high western bank

and low eastern one. The Red Army is still
some 100 to 120 miles away from it, the
front today almost paralleling the great
curve—but by the time the Soviets get there
the autumn rains will have come and the

- left bank of the Dneiper will be a mess.

So it is plain that the entire Zone of
Decision can be  recaptured by the Red
Army, but only ¢f the defenses of the upper
and middle Dvina, the so-called gate of
Smolensk (i.e. the Vitebsk-Orsha gap) and
the Dneiper position are held, when the
Russians come smack up to them, &y a
German army weakened by the with-
drawal of some fifty or sixty divisions to
the West of Europe.

When the Germans say they are re-
treating in the East only “to shorten the
front” they obviously are lying. The truth
is, they are being kicked out with terrible
losses. “Disengaging themselves” is pre-
cisely what they are not able to do. How-
ever, simple measurements show that if
the front on July 5 was about 1,000 miles
between Velikie Luki and Taganrog, it
would be only about 800 miles between
Velikie Luki and Kherson should the Ger-
mans take their stand across the gate of
Smolensk, and down along the Dnelper
followmg the big loop. Should . they cut
across the loop, the front would be less’
than 700 miles long. In any case there
would be an economy of at least 200 miles, .
which means the freeing of somg forty
divisions. As far as the Red Army is con-
cerned, the shortening of its front would
be offset by the lengthening of still unor-
ganized lines of communications stretchmg

through the autumn mud.
A CORRECTION might be made in- Mr..
Werner’s opinion of the importance of
the Zone of Decision: while Germany will
have lost the war when it loses the zone
(and it is about to lose most of it), it can
still resist for a long time in what Mr. Wer-
ner calls the “strategic desert” to the west.
After all, in the first world war Germany
fought for three and one-half years pre-
cisely in that “desert,” barely reaching the
northeastern corner of the Zone of De-
cision at Dvinsk and occupying the Ukraine
after that by arrangement with the treach-~
erous Ukrainian government of the time.
So: attack can still win in 43, but that
attack must come soon, on land, and from
the West. The attack from the East is in
full swing, but it takes two jaws to make a
vise.
(Continued on page 28)
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HITLER'S UPRISINGS IN AMERICA

Earl Browder exposes the Axis' military weapon of racism as it operates in this country. The "hid-

den mines"' of racial prejudice — and of "tolerance" toward prejudice.

LonG with Hitler’s “secret weapon,”
A the Anti-Comintern, goes the twin
doctrine of racial superiority, ex-
pressed in anti-Semitism, anti-Negroism,
and similar cults.

A short time ago in Detroit savage po-
groms against Negroes had resulted in
thirty-six dead, many hundreds injured,
untold destruction of property, and the
straining of all social relations. In the Har-
lem district of New York City, rioting on
the streets resulted in six dead, hundreds
injured, millions of dollars in property
damage, and the disruption of the daily
life of a great community. In Los Angeles
street fighting went on for days, directed
against the Mexican population, derisively
identified as “zoot-suiters.” In a hundred
localities minor outbreaks are reported
against the Jews. These are the highlights
that disclose Hitler at work in the United
States, on our own soil, dealing us blows
heavier than those he has inflicted against
us on the battlefield, because here he is
striking at the heart of American demo-
cratic life.

Detroit is the clearest and most outstand-
ing efample of Hitler’s invasion of Amer-
ica to date.

Shortsighted—or worse—officials in De-
troit and Washington rushed into print to
deny any Hitlerite origin or significance
to these events. They insist that these dis-
turbances are all of domestic manufacture,
one hundred percent American, without
relation to Hitlerism or the war.

Wherever these explosives may have
been manufactured, they are being fired
today, in the middle of 1943, on orders
from Berlin, at 2 moment chosen by Hit-
ler, for objects that benefit Hitler. That
is the cold truth that must be faced and
understood as part of the price of victory
in the war. g

Hitler’s war machine long ago searched
out all the forces in the United States which
could be used in his march to world rule.
He counted on them, in the event most
favorable to him, to dominate the United
States and bring this country into alliance
with him; he expected, at the most un-
favorable turn, to disrupt the United
States by means of these forces, and pre-
vent our country from exerting its full
force in the war against him.

The identifying sign for all such dis-
ruptive forces which work for Hitler, are
the ideas of the Anti-Comintern—anti-
Communism, anti-Semitism, anti-Negro-
ism, and also anti-Catholicism except in
the Catholic communities.
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The Nazi war machine was not con-
tent merely to depend upon the automatic
operation of these political forces in their
favor. It entered into orgamized relations
with them, and established its own ma-
chinery of leadership over them, and made
bargains with them. It left nothing to
chance.

Therefore, the series of events we now
witness in the . United States is not the
simple working out of race prejudice; it is
race prejudice enlisted in Hitler’s fifth
column war machine, working under mili-
tary discipline on a war calendar. We will
ignore this fact, or refuse to recognize its
true meaning, at our peril as a nation.

THE doctrine of racial superiority, in all
its forms and consequences, is definite-
ly enlisted in this war on the side of
Hitler. In all its manifestations it works for
Hitler. If we want victory in this war,
then we must fight against and destroy
this agency of the enemy within our ranks.
This is a war question, a matter of life-
or-death for our nation. All easy-going
and tolerant approaches to it are con-
tributions to Hitler.
The face of this Hitler agency is most

William Baldwin (right), the first Negro to be inducted into the Navy after its Jim Crow ban on

clearly revealed in examples such as that
of Gerald L. K. Smith and his “America
First” Party in Detroit and vicinity (and
being spread to other centers). This Nazi-
imitator and follower rallied over 100,000
votes in the Michigan Republican Party
primaries. He maintains close relations with

. the notorious Father Coughlin, and all

other native fascists, and with Harry Ben-
nett, chief executive of the Henry Ford
organization. He has gathered into his party
all the remnants of the old Ku Klux Klan
and Black Legion. He spreads the most
virulent forms of race prejudice along with
anti-Communism, in an open and flagrant
defeatist agitation against the war. As an
interesting sidelight on the far-lung rami-
fications of the anti-victory conspiracy, it
should be noted that Gerald Smith has
found one of his most effective instruments
in a book written by a leading light in the
so-called “right wing” of the American
Labor Party of New York, The Red Dec-
ade by Eugene Lyons, a book highly
praised also by Radio Berlin at the time
it was published.

Unquestionably it is the concentration
in Detroit of such forces as Gerald L. K.
Smith, which is responsible for the vicious

Negro enlistment in general service was finally relaxed. Discrimination against Negroes in
our armed forces, however, is still an aid to the enemy.
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He fights Hitler. Don't fight him, by failing
to combat racism.

and damaging anti-Negro outbreak in that
city. And that concentration upon Detroit
is, in turn, because it is the city of highest
concentration of war production!

The doctrine and practice of Negro
segregation, based upon the idea of “white
superiority’”’ and the “inferiority of the col-
ored races” as “facts of nature,” cannot be
reconciled with the role and tasks of the
United States in this war. It is incompati-
ble with a victorious outcome of the war.
It puts an explosive contradiction in the
heart of every phase of our war effort, to
be exploited at will by every enemy of our
country, internal and external. The ex-
plosion of these hidden mines in our society
are more damaging than two-ton bombs
dropped from the sky by Hitler’s Luft-
waffe. To wage war under such doctrine
is possible only by copying the Hitler type
of social and political organization, by a
terroristic police-state, carried out to the
end, and by a Hitler-like relationship with
our Allies, on the style of the German-
ITtalian “alliance.”

The simplest first steps of war mobiliza-
tion have demonstrated how profoundly
irreconcilable is Jim Crow with effective
conduct of the war.

Our General Staff began to build our
ten-million army with an uncritical accept-
ance of the practice of Negro segregation.
It quickly found this was the greatest
single difficulty in the building of an effec-
tive army. Segregation violated the first
principle of military organization; it
created two armies instead of one, and the
basis of the division had nothing whatever
to do with military practice or theory. Our
ten percent Negro population, instead of
adding that proportion to our military
strength, was thus turned into a multipli-
cation of our difficulties. The Negro was
inducted into the status of “problem” in-
stead of the status of soldier.

Efforts to give a functional basis to
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segregation, by assigning to Negro units
the status of “labor battalions” in keeping
with their assumed inferiority, merely in-
tensified the difficulties and brought them
to a boiling point.

In the specialized services and officers’
corps the system of Jim Crowism was im-
mediately so unworkable that it began to
break down at once, and a process of modi-
fication began which quickly led to the
complete abolition of segregation in the
field of officers’ training. The complete
imbecility of a duplicate system of train-
ing officer cadres knocked out Jim Crow

from this phase of the military effort quite .

early in the war. The most hardened
champion of white superiority could not
successfully defend this obvious military
stupidity, with its disruptive results. Thus
the basic problem of Jim Crow in the army
was placed early in its stark outlines:
Either abolish Jim Crow or bar Negroes
from the army entirely.

It is a military impossibility to build an
effective army on the basis of two cate-
gories, first and second class, of citizen-
ship. An army can be built only on. the
foundation of equal citizenship.

Political principles and morality, denied
in their own proper sphere, thus gain their
revenge by reappearing as military neces-
sity.

Meanwhile, a penalty has been imposed
upon our country for the original violation
of principles. The patriotic Negro popula-
tion, ten percent of the country, has been
aroused to a high pitch of indignation by
the treatment of its men in the armed
forces. National unity has been under-
mined. The development of our military
power has been delayed. The price of vic-
tory has been enormously increased.

Perhaps the most serious penalty result-
ing from fumbling with the status of Ne-
gro citizens, and the attempts to enforce a
Hitler-liké policy, is the moral stigma at-
tached to our country in the eyes of our
allies, the decline in confidence in the
United Nations—a majority composed of
the so-called “colored races.” The moral
authority of the United States among the
other nations of the world is seriously dam-
aged, at a cost that is beyond computation.

The damage resulting from equivocal
handling of the country’s Negro citizens
is multiplied by the rise of a virulent anti-
Semitism in the country.

F THE anti-Negro cult has its special

American origins in the slavery incom-
pletely abolished in our Civil War, there
is no such historical explanation for the
current rise of anti-Semitism in the United
States. This is an arrogant importation from
Hitler Germany of its most characteristic
poison.

A number of surveys have recently been
made of the rise of anti-Semitism in this
country. They agree approximately in the

startling conclusions that the political opin-
ions of the majority of Americans have been
molded in some degree by the anti-Semitic
propaganda, and that some ten percent of
the population have become active carriers
of anti-Semitic ideas. There has been a
mounting series of violent attacks against
the Jews, their persons, their religious in-
stitutions, their businesses, their homes, all
stemming directly from this active propa-
ganda. Its influence is being shown also in
the armed forces.

What is most dangerous in this situation
is the toleration shown to these divisive and
obscurantist cults by the government, by
the newspapers, by the church, by the
broad circles of influential persons who set
the tone of public life. It is assumed. that
the proper way to combat these menaces is
by belittling or ignoring them. The active
propagation of these poisonous ideas is not
combated with any seriousness by counter-
education or other effective measures.

Whence does this tolerance arise? Why
do the most vulgar and open exponents of
Hitlerism find such freedom for their ac-
tivities’ Why is it so difficult to arouse
government and public to decisive action
against them?

The answer to these questions must be
found in the fact that our government and
our most respectable organs of public opin-
ion are themselves infected with the same
poison in more subtle and insidious form.
They are unable to move decisively against
the Gerald L. K. Smiths and Father
Coughlins because they are infected with a
degree of the same prejudices upon which
those gentry play. :

An example of this “meeting of minds”
between open Nazi agitators and the most
respectable circles of American society
comes to my hand as I write this, almost
as if made to order to illustrate my point.
It is in the New York Times of Aug. 3,
1943, in the signed column of Mr. Arthur
Krock, chief editorial writer of that paper
and head of its Washington Bureau. Mr.
Krock, in the midst of many sober and
correct observations in relation to the Har-
lem riots, puts the odious worm of race
prejudice in the core of his apple, when he
comes out with an unconditional support
of Negro segregation, Jim Crowism, as a
recognition of “the facts of nature,” de-
nounces opposition to segregation as the
work of “political demagogues of both
colors,” calling it “poisonous and explosive
doctrine.” He declares that “‘the majority
is unalterably opposed” to the abolition of
Jim-Crowism. He limits any changes of
this system to making sure it is administered
“in the light of the lamps of justice.”

(Just to keep the record straight, and in
fairness to the New York Twmes as an in-
stitution, it must be noted that Mr. Krock’s
doctrine does not seem to have the unani-
mous support of the editorial staff, since the
same issue says, in an unsigned editorial:
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“If there is discrimination against any one
on account of race or religion, then no one
is secure.”)

Mr. Krock’s position is the exact Ameri-
can equivalent of the “moderate” Nazi
attitude toward anti-Semitism in Germany.
Dr. Hjalmar Schacht, for example, has
been reported to “deplore” the “excesses”
of the Nazi pogroms against the Jews, in
words almost like a German translation of
Arthur Krock as quoted above. He also
explained the “deplorable excesses” as the
inevitable result of the “poisonous and ex-
plosive doctrine” that the Jews should have
the same rights as other citizens; he. also
saw in the ghettos merely a recognition of
“the facts of nature’; he also wanted Nazi
doctrines to be administered “in the light
of the lamps of justice.” -

Just as Dr. Schacht’s “moderate” version
of anti-Semitism served in life merely to
give more of a free hand to the pogrom-
makers,all over Germany, so also does Mr.
Krock’s “moderate” version of the specific
American form of the Nazi “Aryan” doc-
trine result in freedom of action for Ger-
ald L. K. Smith and his kind to decide
what actually happens on the streets of De-
troit, New York, Los Angeles, Beaumont,
and all over the country where men, wo-
men, and children are killed in cold blood
with no one called to account.

Mr. Krock will doubtless feel outraged
at the hint that he shares in any degree
the responsibility for these mass murders.
_ Just so, also, Dr. Schacht was outraged by

the opinion that he, the impeccable gentle-
man, could in any way be associated with
the “‘excesses” of Hitler’s storm troopers.
But just as Schacht was a necessary part of
Hitler’s system and shared fully in the
responsibility for its crimes, so does Arthur
Krock, by the' endorsement of the basic
ideas of “racial superiority,” share in the
denial of democratic rights which culmi-
nates in mass killings on the streets of De-
troit. ,

It is impossible to isolate and defeat the
Gerald L. K. Smith type of leadership if
_we tolerate as ‘“respectable” the Arthur
Krock version of Nazi doctrine.

For just as Arthur Krock felt no con-
straint in expressing ideas in fundamental
agreement with Hitler’s racism in regard
to the Negroes, because he doubtless was
unconscious of the direct political conno-
tation, so unquestionably there are wide cir-
cles who do not actively propagate these
cults but who automatically and uncriti-
cally agree with them when they are ex-
pressed, or at least do not protest against
them, because they have become “accli-
mated” to the presence of such ideas in
their social and political environment as
“normal.”

We cannot escape the conclusion that
toleration or passivity in the presence of
anti-Semitism and anti-Negroism marks a
definite degree to which the ideology of
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Hitlerism has conquered the American
mind.

E ARE not here dealing with abstract

ideas; we are dealing with forms of
social and political relationships, which.are
decisive factors in national unity for the
war, in our military power, in our relation
with our Allies, in our role in the postwar
reorganization of the world. Failure to
understand this reflects a shallow under-
standing of the meaning of anti-Semitism
and anti-Negroism. Such a shallow under-
standing is smugly satisfied with itself as
“humanitarianism,” it rejects these cults

- as “unjust’” and “‘unscientific,” but com-

pletely fails to sée their operation as politi-
cal weapons in the life-and-death struggle
of nations; completely fails to understand
that they must be fought against and de-
stroyed now, as a part of the war, with
the same intransigeance with which we
fight against and destroy the armed forces
of the enemy. Therefore it is even proposed
that we “postpone’ the fight against anti-
Negroism and anti-Semitism until the war
has been won, because, forsooth, this fight
might “interfere with the prosecution of
the war!”

Defeat and abolition of these doctrines
of racial superiority, the complete removal
of their influence from the social and politi-
cal relationships within the nation, are a
necessary part of achieving victory in the
war. Without this there can be no clear
and complete victory. Without this all our
efforts and sacrifices for the war will have
been to that degree in vain, for the richest

rewards of victory will have been lost while
its cost will have been enormously raised.

How silly it is, in the grim light of war,
to dismiss these problems as merely the con-
cern of .the minorities involved—the Com-
munists, the Jews, the Negroes—in which
the main body of the population has at most
only a humanitarian interest!

These are the common problems of the
entire nation. The nation as a whole must
be educated and mobilized to solve them.
" The practical insurance of equal demo-
cratic rights of citizenship to all, without
discrimination on account of race, creed,
color, or political opinion, can remain no

" longer in the realm of pious aspiration; it

must be realized in life, in the everyday
life of the millions, or else we must suffer
the penalty that the United States will not
be able to meet and conquer the world-
crisis in which we are involved.

Anti-Semitism must be made a crime,
an offense against common decency, which
brings down penalties upon it that will
effectively drive it out of all public expres-
sion.

Anti-Negroism in all its manifestations
of Jim Crow segregation, poll-tax laws, and
all their consequences, must be rooted out
of American social and political practice by
laws, by energetic administration, and by
public education, so that even its slightest
manifestation will become as impossible as
public declarations of belief in witchcraft
have become. '

Only thus can Hitlerism be defeated.
This is included in the price of victory.

EarL BrowbpEr.

"Senator Julep has such fine sensibilities. He says he would like lynching better if it were made

part of the written law."
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HOW STRONG IS THE NAZ|I ARMY?
The Wehrmacht of 1943 has changed a lot from the one that invaded the Soviet Union. Eight million
casualties, with inferior replacements. Scraping the bottom of the manpower barrel.

THE ‘argument most frequently ad-

vanced against invading Europe. from

the west is the one that the German
army is still nearly as powerful as it was in
1941 and that the units it can spare from
the Soviet front are too formidable for us
to challenge in head-on attack. To put it
mildly, this is untrue. In the twenty-six
"months since it invaded Soviet Russia, the

Wehrmacht has been reduced in size and -

quality. But more important it has been
reduced to a position of hopeless inferiority
" to the coalition of its foes. It retains enough
strength to offer tenacious resistance to
any one of them alone and, if given the
chance, to recuperaté from some of its
wounds; but if we act decisively now, it
will crash to quick and final defeat.

The battlefield ‘evidence of this.is over-
whelming—the collapse in Tunisia, the
quick failure of the July offensive toward
Kursk, the Red Army’s summer advances
and the fall of Sicily. . . . But let us begin
with an examination of the Wehrmacht’s
manpower position. Available information
on German losses is confined to over-all
figures (Wehrmacht, Luftwaffe, and
navy). Such are more than adequate, how-
ever, for almost all are chargeable directly
to the Wehrmacht, and the remainder
also affect the size and character of thé
army the Reich can put in the field.

Allowing for the increase in Germany’s
manpower pool from natural growth and
annexations over the past years, Nazi Josses
are already half again as great as those
which broke the Kaiser’s army. In World
War 1 Reich dead, captured, and perman-
ently disabled totaled about 4,000,000.
(Throughout this article, the wounded able
to return to active military service are not
counted as casualties unless specifically in-
dicated.) Proportionate losses today would
be 5,500,000. They are actually more
than 8,000,000.

According to Soviet estimates, which in
my opinion are conservative, up to June
22 of this year Axis dead and prisoners on
the Russian front were 6,400,000. About
5,000,000 of these were Germans. There

1s no accurate way of estimating the ad-.

ditional number of Germans permanently
disabled during the same period, but it is
certainly a minimum of 2,000,000. Since
June 22 the Soviet High Command has
stated that 1,000,000 more have been
killed, wounded, and taken prisoner. Luft-
waffe and navy casualties and Wehrmacht
losses in other theaters of war since 1939
aggregate at least another 500,000. Thus
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the over-all total is in excess of 8,000,000.

These estimates are confirmed by Ger-
man insurance data smuggled out of the
Reich and published in the New York
Times last spring. The insurance figures
reported - 4,800,000 death, disability, and
prisoner benefit payments through last Jan-

uary 1, covering battle actions through the -

end of last summer. The statistics show that
even before last year’s enormously success-
ful Soviet fall and winter campaigns Ger-
man casualties approached 6,000,000, for
the 4,800,000 figure does not include sol-
diers listed as missing or unaccounted for
(their families received no benefit pay-
ments)—a large group owing to the cir-
cumstance that Germany and the USSR
do not regularly exchange names of prison-

war for keeps are more than one-third of
the 22,500,000 German males (population
figures from the German Statistical Year-
book for 1939) who were between eight-
een and forty-five in 1939 or have -passed
their eighfeenth birthdays since. The
fallen also include nearly half of the 11,-
500,000 between eighteen and thirty, who
make the best soldiers. In addition, Ger-
man casualties included a disproportionate
share of the Nazi “political elite”—the
professional Nazis belonging to the black-
shirt SS division serving with the Wehr-
macht. During the first winter of the So-
viet war, alongside the blows designed to
free the Moscow area of danger, the Red
Army carried out a series of widely spaced .
attacks at other points on the front. These

s. seemingly unrelated operations were ac-
The 8,000,000 who are now out of the  tually aimed at wiping out SS units, on the
BT

NNA MAaRIE BARTELs comes
from Hamburg. She was eigh-
teen last January. Her family was
always well-to-do, and when Hitler
came to power old Bartels joined the
Nazi Party. His son became a career
officer. When war broke out, the
Bartels gave the boy a large farewell
party. Later on they put out flags
whenever victories in the north, the
east, or southeast were announced.
But after Hitler attacked the So-

one, Bartels, Jr., was killed on the
Eastern Front. A few cousins fol-
lowed him. Old Bartels had a ner-
vous breakdown and was removed
from his party post. Anna Marie’s
sweetheart was mobilized, sent into
the front lines in Russia, and was
killed there like her brother. The girl
began to think. All those Hitler
promises.-. . . And then she spoke in
quite a peculiar manner at a school
ceremony on the occasion of Hitler’s
birthday. The affair was hushed up
but Anna Marie was expelled from
school. In November 1942 she was
tried before a special court in Ham-
burg for having “helped a Polish and
Russian prisoner of war to escape and
to rejoin the enemy armies.” When'
asked whether she knew about the
law forbidding Germans to have any-

il

Underground

viet Union, things changed. For

thing to do with “inferior races”
such as Poles and Russians, Anna
Marie answered: “Yes, I know that
law and I despise it.”

She was sentenced to thirteen years
in prison. The trial revealed that she
had not worked alone. “A whole or-
ganization of criminal elements is
engaged in ferrying war prisoners
through Germany and ¢he front
lines back to their armies.” And the
Hamburg Fremdenblatt in report-
ing Anna Marie’s trial hinted at the
“terrifying fact” that “several youth-
ful persons” were involved, which
“means that the youth has become so
depraved that the fact cannot be left
unobserved.”

That “depraved youth” means
that ten years of Nazi education has
not exterminated the spirit of liberty
and that there are even in the Hitler
youth organizations hidden fighters
of the underground waiting for the
moment to strike.

One of the underground papers, a
copy of which made its way to Lon-
don, reported that the Hamburg un-
derground honored Anna Marie
Bartels by distributing 2,000 leaflets
telling her story and calling on the
people to help escaped war prisoners
and to disregard the Nazi propaganda
about “inferior races.”
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belief that one way to crush a fascist army
is to break its fascist backbone. This policy
has been pursued since with evident suc-
cess—the majority of the SS divisions in
existence in 1941 have been entirely wiped
out. Units of the same names now in serv=
ice are actually re-creations of the past year.

HE fact that the Wehrmacht is still

fighting—losses had not yet reached
one-fourth of the eighteen to forty-five
pool when the Kaiser’s Reich cracked—is
due primarily to the fact that the Nazis
have harnessed the entire continent by
terror and tyranny. The Wehrmacht has
functioned this long only because eight to
twelve million foreign slaves are at work
in Germany and millions more in other
parts of Europe are also forced to work for
the Nazis. But the Nazis have reached the
bottom of the German manpower barrel,
and they have not been able to prevent a
sharp decline in the Wehrmacht’s numbers
and quality.

Two years ago the average German di-
vision comprised. 14,000 superbly trained
and conditioned men who had already
tasted smashing victory several times and
had never known defeat. Today, accord-
ing to reports from Tunisia and Sicily as
well as the Soviet front, the typical Nazi
division counts only 11,500 men, and some
have even fewer. Among Wehrmacht “di-
visions” in Russia, for example, are several
Luftwaffe ground crew units hastily armed
and grouped as “divisions” of 3,000 to
4,000 men each. Moreover, the elan of the
Wehrmacht has been all but destroyed by
the course the war has taken, and the
Wehrmacht includes an increasing propor-
tion of men who are second rate soldier
material.

In addition to the terrible effect of the
failure to achieve any truly decisive vic-
tories since the costly conquest of Crete,
the two winter campaigns in Russia and
the prospect of a third, and the succession
of defeats since the Battle of Moscow,
Nazi authorities have also had to cope with
a serious morale problem arising from the
air raids on western Germany. German
army units were formerly organized on a
territorial basis, men from a given locality
serving in the same unit. Divisions from
western Germany have now had to be
broken up and redistributed, because for
weeks after a raid on a particular area,
the unit from that area was concerned in
large part with events at home and cared
not too much about fighting. This phe-
nomenon has affected more than a quarter
of active German units.

To AN ever greater extent the army of

our main enemy consists of “recov-
ered” wounded and frostbitten, of men
over thirty and youths under eighteen, of
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Red Army Machine Gunners: An example of the resistance that took away the Wehrmacht's
"invincibility."

those who were rejected earlier in the war
because of physical unfitness, but have now

been called up. German ranks even include |

thousands of conscripted non-Germans
(not to be confused with the twenty-eight
to thirty divisions of Axis satellite troops
also on the eastern front) who are a con-
stant source of “political defection” and
desert at the earliest opportunity. More
than half of the Wehrmacht’s divisions
have between five and twenty percent of
Lorrainers, Poles, Czechs, and other non-
Germans distributed two or three to a
platoon (so that they can be watched)
whose lack of eagerness to die for Hitler

lowers the fighting efficiency of the units,

as a whole.

After the Stalingrad disaster Berlin de-
creed a total mobilization—a literally com-
plete combing out of every German male
who could be spared from the home front
with the object of placing 3,000,000
replacements at the disposal of the high
command. It fell far short of its goal,
bringing in not more than 2,000,000 and
probably only 1,250,000, including the
new class of 600,000 eighteen-year-olds
and a large number of restored wounded.
The New York Times’ Stockholm corre-
spondent, George Axelsson, reports that
physical disability rejections of groups other
than the eighteen-year-olds and restored
wounded examined in the call-up were
nearly ninety percent. The number the

army could thus draw on was sharply
circumscribed by the fact that air defense
and SS demands for manpower were given
equal weight with the army’s. The Luft-
waffe (which includes air defense units),
SS and navy together are at least 750,000
stronger than two years ago. And finally
the Germans are at the point where no
more Reich citizens can be taken from the
factories; the Germans who are left are all
required for supervisory, guard, and ma-
chine-setting duties. No more foreigners
can be employed without withdrawing
Germans from other duties to watch and
manage them.

WITH numbers depleted and quality
declining (as German military his-
torian Colonel Soldan wrote of the 1918
army, “the replacements constituted a dan-
ger rather than an asset for the troops”),
the Wehrmacht is a far different force
from the one which plunged across the
Soviet border on June 22, 1941. That
year it waged offensives over a front of
1,500 miles; the next year, over 500 miles;
and this year it was compelled to confine
its offensive operations to a front of 165
miles only, in an operation which was spent
in ten days. The Red Army has softened
the Wehimacht to the point where two-
front war can bring about Hitlerite Ger-
many’s collapse within a matter of a short
time. JoserH REED.
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TERROR IN ARGENTINA

v

Neither the people nor the government are "neutral.” The people fight for the democracies, while

Ramirez' storm-troopers smash the anti-Hitler organizations. . . . A report from Buenos Aires.

Buenos Aires via Montevideo.

INCE the middle of 1941 there has

existed in Argentina a national move-

ment for aid to the Allies. It has had
the widest sympathy and support among
the overwhelmingly democratic people of
the country. Though comtmittees organized
by members of the English community
were helping Great Britain before the Nazi
invasion of the Soviet Union, it was only
when the entry of the Soviet Union into
the conflict destroyed the last hope that the
struggle would stop short of a global war
that the movement to aid the Allies became
national in scope. It was the way in which
Argentinians, like most Latin Americans,
expressed the feeling that they could not re-
main passive before battles whose outcome

would surely affect their future. It was the .

way in which citizens of a neutral country,
in which. the tory Castillo government held
out no hope for a break with the Axis, could
express their will for Allied victory.

So in 1941 many different kinds of re-
lief and aid organizations were established.
The Democratic Argentine Confederation
for Aid to the Free Peoples was built
around a nucleus of important figures be-
longing to different political parties (among
them the Radicals, Socialists, and Commu-
nists), some intellectuals, and, above all,
well known labor leaders. This group grew
to 100,000 members and its contributions,
particularly to the Soviet Union, amounted

to a sum proportionately far greater than-

that collected” by any similar organization
in a non-belligerent country.

The Committee for Victory was created
in Buenos Aires by twenty-seven Argen-
tinian women in September 1941, and
within twenty months it became the largest
and most influential women’s organization
the country. had ever known. Its active
membership consisted of 48,000. Women
of all political tendencies worked in the
committee, most of them not affiliated with
any political party since Argentinian women
enjoy no political rights whatsoever. Among
them were large numbers of Catholics and
representatives of the most diverse social
strata: intellectuals, workers, thousands of
peasant women, housewives, teachers, ar-
tists.

The Victory Committee was distin-
guished for its organization of the voluntary
labor of thousands of women who knitted,
tailored overcoats, sewed baby clothes, pre-
pared bandages and all kinds of relief and
medical supplies for the anti-Hitler fight-
ers. Strictly respecting the desires of its
donors, the Committee gave to Great Bri-
tain, the Soviet Union, China, and the
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United States. It held benefits and festivals
to collect the funds with which to buy cloth
and other materials on which the women
worked either in their own homes or in

‘the 132 shops which the Committee set up

all over the republic.
Thanks to the free labor of many thou-

sands of feminine hands, every | :nny col-.

lected by the organization muitiplied its
value: goods worth almost 1,000,000 Ar-
gentine pesos were sent to Britain and Rus-
sia, a great shipment of white wool was
sent to “Bundles for America,” and
$10,000 to the Chinese Red Cross.

Another interesting group was the Ar-
gentinian Medical Commission for Aid to
the Democracies, in which doctors, dentists,
biochemists, pharmacists and nurses pre-
pared medical supplies for the armies of the
United Nations. The commission had its
own shop and laboratories, where many of
its members compounded special heart
stimulants for freedom’s fighters.

Various groups of youths, journalists, and
artists were also organized along similar
lines and functioned with great success.
And the Jewish Committee for Aid to the
Free Peoples, in which the large Jewish
population of the country gathered, became

the most important of all the organizations.
The sums it collected almost surpassed
those of all other relief organizations. Its
workshops, where clothing was made and
all kinds of cloth woven, made new pro-
duction records.

UNHAPPILY for the prestige of the Ar-
gentinian nation, it is now necessary to
speak in the past tense of this broad move-
ment for aid to the democracies—a move-
ment .which to some extent at least per-
mitted the country to uphold its honor in
the rest of the world. The military dicta-
torship of General Ramirez has destroyed
the work of these Argentinian groups.
Since that government seized control of
the nation through the coup d’etat of June
4, practically all the measures taken by
Ramirez and his ministers have been of a

-pro-Nazi character—despite the govern-

ment’s first declarations which led many to
think it was moving toward a break with
the Axis. Ramirez has, it is true, taken a
few more or less demagogic and ineffectual
steps toward lowering hideously inflated,
living costs. But these few economic meas-
ures are only camouflage to obscure other
reactionary political moves.

Mother Europe
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It could be said that General Ramirez
is trying (though with much difficulty) to
import into Argentina what was once the
Mussolini brand of Italian fascism. Perhaps
‘the anti-democratic stand of the present
government can best be judged by its
opposition to the movement for aid to the
Allies; this in addition to the fact that the
Ramirez government has incorporated in
its ranks outspoken and notorious anti-
Semites and is persecuting all progressives,
Communist and non-Communist. But there
is more evidence than this. There is the
fact that the Communist leader Vitorio
Codovilla, the eminent anti-fascist, is still
imprisoned by the Ramirez government in
the far south of Patagonia where his life is
ih constant danger. There are also the hun-
dreds of political prisoners who fill the jails
of the country, among whom are not only
outstanding trade union leaders but well

known intellectuals, doctors, lawyers, stu-

dents, and publishers. There is also the
suppression of such periodicals as La Hora,
Orientacion, the weekly Argentina Libre,
the Socialist daily Vanguardia. There is the
dissolution of “‘Agcion Argentina,” made up
of many political ideologies including Na-
tional Democrats, on the extreme right,
and Socialists on the left. Although no
Communists belonged to this group, its
offices were shut down becausewof its “ex-
tremist propaganda.” And with all of this,
there is the attempt to destroy the trade
unions through the establishment of cor-
porative labor bodies. On the other hand
the Ramirez government permitted the
newspapers El Pampero and Cabildo, sub-
sidized by the German and Italian Em-
bassies, to continue publication and distribu-
tion without interference.

And finally again, there is the attitude

of the Ramjrez government toward the
movement of aid to the Allies. From
June 4, 1943, the relief organizations men-
tioned have found it impossible to raise any
new funds. At first, public meetings and

benefits were prohibited. Then their ex~ .

ecutive bodies were forbidden to assemble.
~ Next the operation of the workshops was,
prevented and finally Jocal offices were
closed. The almost 500,000 persons asso-
ciated with the relief movement soon found
themselves, without explanation, denied ac-
cess to the places they themselves had paid
for, forbidden the use of the machines they

had bought, and prohibited from sending

abroad the goods they had made.

With the ministerial decree of June 28
in its hands, the Buenos Aires police, which
exercises an extra-official influence through-
out the whole country, was able to realize
a plan long cherished by the Nazis in its
ranks. Now it is trying to wipe out not
only the organized relief movement but to
pull up its very roots—an obviously im-
possible task unless the Ramirez govern-
ment proposes to jail the 500,000 to
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The City of Steel

A

g Under flourishing trees
§ Once more the dancmg hands build, and factories go singing: E
= festival of creation g
% Where lately the monumental contest raged. g
% Flowering from the black trunk, the people build, %
= Where lately they established a glory on the foundations of history £
= While blood flowed down the walls of civilization, =
§ Where they became a bell. ‘ g
§ Over the suffering earth §
= The bell of Stalingrad tolls. =
The people have heard; %
They have listened; =
They know the meaning: g
The footfall of the new world, g
£ That lies inside %
£ The old. =
= Rarpu KNIGHT. =
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600,000 individuals who have helped the
democracies through these national organi-
zations.

! l ‘HE police methods themselves deserve

a separate chapter. Once the decree

. to close the relief offices was issued, the

police decided that the organizations, in-
stead of being merely closed down, must
be “dissolved.” And they began the task of
“dissolution” with the Victory Committee,
at the same time proposing to follow this
procedure not only with other Argentinian
groups mentioned, but with such commit-
tees as the Fighting French and Free Italy.
On July 20 the police broke into the
twenty-three branches of the Victory Com-
mittee in Buenos Aires. They used all the
methods of common house-breakers, forc-
ing the locks and crashing down the doors.
"They stole everything, from cash boxes with
money to electric light bulbs.

Their aim to destroy and steal was evi-
dent from the fact that while police officers
in some places admitted they had orders
to leave the furniture, the first things they
took away were the typewriters and sewing
machines. It was in the central office of the
Victory Committee that the police were
most destructive. There, with a great show
of decorum, they listed the great quantity
of cartons and boxes which they later
stole, without taking note of their contents.
And the boxes and cartons were filled with

thousands of bandages and dressings which -

the women of Argentina had made for the
soldiers fighting at the fronts—bandages
and dressings which those soldiers need.
The cartons and packages contained hun-
dreds of suits and dresses and swaddling

.

clothes made by Argentinian mothers for

‘British, Russian, and Chinese children.

Only if you were there when the police
ruined the fruits of many months of labor
could you understand how heartbreaking
it was. To see them destroy the literature,
trample and soil the bandages and dress-
ings, steal the typewriters and sewing ma-
chines! To hear their jokes while the help-
less women stood by!

Above all, you would have had to see the
spirit of common endeavor which these
thousands of women had developed, wo-.
men with no previous organizational ex-
perience, whose sense of duty to humanity
had overcome all obstacles. Yes, if you had
seen the peasant women of the Chaco, bent
over their looms after their cruel labor in
the field from sun-up to sun-down; the
volunteer workers who surpassed the pro-
duction of professionals, pouring out the
goods from their workshops and little fac-
tories—if you had seen this, you could
comprehend the shameful act of the
Ramirez police. !

But it is clear that despite the Nazis in
the police force, the moral ties with the
democracies which had become so strong
were not destroyed. The work of the re-
lief organizations had attracted all sections
of public opinion, and Ramirez’ attack on
them alarmed the whole population. Peo-~
ple, therefore, now ask themselves “Is this
the way the government changes the catas-
trophic foreign policy of Castillo? Is this
the way it intends to fulfill its international
obligations? Is this the :way to break with
the Axis? Or is this the way the Ramirez
government has chosen to isolate itself from
the Alles? XYZ.,
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HOLLYWOOD WRITERS MOVE UP

What happens to a novel, play, or story before it becomes a film script? Scenarist Paul Trivers
shows how the screen writer can, and does, add to the original material.

Hollywood.
FOR many years authors have sold their

novels, stories, and plays to Hollywood .

and thereupon taken themselves to bed
and prayed that the results on the screen
would ' enable them -to walk "with dignity
among their fellow-men. And 'very often
these authors stayed in bed, muttering bitter
curses, their worst fears realized. For
-Hollywood had set upon their literary ma-
terial, torn it limb from limb and presented
it on the screen so that no one, least of all
the authors, was able to recognize the orig-
inal work. Of course this was not always
true, but since it did happen in many cases
it became a conventionality to say that
honest work could come to no good end in

Hollywood, that the moguls out there, ’

aided and abetted by their slaves in shorts,
the screen writers, would violate with im-
punity any honorable literary effort.

From this conclusion it was relatively
easy to excuse the mogul, on the ground
of his ignorance, and to put most of the
blame on the screen writer, on the ground
of his venality. Yet actually the question
is not who is to blame  for the destruction
of work of import, the producer or the
screen writer, but rather if it is true at all
any longer! It is the purpose of this article
to show that what may have been the fact
in the past is no longer the fact today.
Screen writers, and producers also, are to
an increasing degree becoming aware of
their responsibilities as citizens. The war
has produced far-reaching effects in the
motion picture, as well as in other phases
of American life, and ‘it is time that peo-
ple generally understood that.

These far-reaching effects can be illus-
trated in many ways, but within the scope
of the present article an effort will be made
to show one aspect only, which it is hoped
will illuminate sharply the tremendous
contribution the screen writer is making
today. It is no accident either. He knows
what he is doing. He realizes that every-
thing he- writes, .once it is on the screen,
has a powerful effect on the thinking of
the entire country, on the thinking of the
entire world for that matter. Therefore
he must make sure that the plot-scheme of
his picture and the way he develops his
"characters will leave his audience not with

ambiguous or negative attitudes but with

clear, vital, positive attitudes. This is not
because he wishes to falsify the truth. On
the contrary, the truth is that the majority
of the people feel positive today. Positive
pictures can strengthen them. And that’s
the screen writer’s job.
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Let us see in two instances how the
screen - writer went about - his  job.
Take, for example, the movies Edge of
Darkness and Action in the North Atlan-
tic. Here are two pictures that have been
seen by many millions of people and will

be seen by many millions more. The screen °

writers were aware of this and therefore
closely studied the original material they
were given from which to prepare their
screen plays. In the case of Edge of Dark-
ness it was a novel by William Wood; in
the case of Action in the North Atlantic

it was a story (later published as a novel

by the author, Guy Gilpatric).

What did Robert Rossen, who wrote
Edge of Darkness for the screen, find in
the novel? In the first place, although the

general story was one of Norwegian’ re- -

sistance against the Nazis, the central hu-
man story was concerned with a love af-
fair between a Norwegian girl and a Nazi
soldier! Obviously this tended to vitiate
the whole struggle against the Nazis, just
as so many stories during and after the
Civili War had northern heroes in love
with southern heroines or vice versa,
with the same result—that of vitiating the
whole point of the struggle. For if the war
is just something that fate brought about
to complicate the lives of lovers, why bother
to take the war very seriously except to
scold it for not having better taste than to
interfere with romance? And it is Holly-
wood that is always accused of saying there
isn’t anything in the world but love! At
least in Mr. Rossen’s screen play Nor-
wegians are in love with Norwegians.
"This is not to suggest that the author of
the novel intentionally meant to weaken the
reader’s desire to participate in the struggle
against the Nazis. Not at all. It was sim-
ply that he did not understand, as did Mr.
Rossen, the consequences of using such a

~ relationship. He was merely taking a situ-

ation that he thought would be provocative
because it had always been so in the past in
popular fiction. But where did it lead him?
It led him to the point where in a sappy
love scene in a cabin he has the girl say to
her Nazi lover, “We have no reason to be
unhappy. It’syour birthday, and we’re alone

. together in our own house. That’s what

we wanted, isn’t it? The whole world
outside is at war. Think how much worse
it might be. You might be transferred to
France, or even to Russia. . .

girl’s father upbraids her for carrying the
German’s child, he has her mutter, “God,

.

. Or, prob-
ably worse, to the point where, after the -

how he likes to talk. What a pig he is!”
Evidently she has no shame, this Norwe-
gian heroine. Love for a Nazi made her
hate her father. Is this typical of Nor-
wegian girls today?

Mr. Rossen clearly understood this was

" ridiculous. He was not interested in plain

or fancy soul-searching. He was not try-
ing to be provocative. He was trying to
tell the truth about the struggle of Nor-
wegians against Nazi brutality. He recog-
nized he could not tell that story and also
tell about such a girl. He chose therefore
to change the central human story and in- .
stead of an abnormal love affair gave us a
fine, healthy relationship between a Nor-
wegian man and woman, who understand
that their country’s resistance comes first,
who do not sneak off under any ill-fated
sky to plight their troth and curse the real
world. No, they work against the Germans
together. That is the way Mr. Rossen tells

his love story.

HAT is the result? The result is that
audiences recognize there is no escap-
ing the struggle today, that there i is no per-
sonal life possible apart from the struggle
The whole tendency in the novel is either
to contradict this fundamental truth or to
bemoan the fact of its existence. For ex-
ample, much is ‘made of a German cor-
poral, “a strange simple baker from Ger-
many,” who philosophizes, ‘“There is such
a thing as being in the war and yet out-
side it. We all have our own lives.” Very
interesting. In the meantime the army to
which ‘he belongs is destroying every de-
cent living thing in its path. And more
from this “strange, simple baker from
Germany”’—“The war is useless. None of
us wants to fight. We are all the same.”
A nice sentiment, indeed. No doubt there
are such people in the German-army, but
are they typical? Have the Nazi soldiers
fought with such ferocity against their
will? :
This sort of attitude pervades the novel,

_ so much so that although much of the

physical action in the screen play is de-
rived from the book, the effect on the
screen is quite different. On the screen it
is not a brooding crowd of Norwegians
pitted against a brooding crowd of Ger-
mans. It is, rather, specific Norwegian in-
dividuals, whom we have come to know
and understand, who fight specific Ger-
mans, not because resistance is something
in the abstract but because these Nor-
wegians as individuals hate these Germans
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for what they have done. Mr. Rossen rec-
ognizes a prime fact of our time: that the
struggle against fascism is conducted not
by vague, melancholy crowds but by in-
dividuals, motivated by tlfe necessity to
survive and stirred in their hearts and
minds to heights of heroism.

THERE is an interesting similarity be-

tween the films Edge of Darkness and
Action in the North Atlantic. Both give
us insight into the people as individuals
who are fighting this war. Physical action
in itself has absolutely no meaning. What
people do is important only insofar as we
know and understand them. Yet, what
did John Howard Lawson, who wrote
Action in the North Atlantic for the
screen, find in the original story? In the
first place, a very important character, the
captain of the ship, is presented as a man
who' hates all navies because he likes the
sea and navies make the sea messy, filthy
*with oil. When his first ship is torpedoed he
wants another so that he can help win the

war, for the sooner we get the war over

with, the sooner we’ll get the navies off the
sea! This may be quaint' but it hardly
gives a sense of a real human being. We
further discover that another reason why
ue hates navies is that his daughter, who
was being taught to sing, has gone and
married a naval lieutenant, thereby blast-
ing her career. Why, exactly, is not ex-
plained. At any rate, this type of motiva-
tion for character comes straight from the
cliche-infested slick magazines, and Mr.
Lawson found he could do without it.
There is no trace of such claptrap in the
screen play. And Hollywood is supposed to
be the mother of claptrap!

Instead of real human beings we get
from the orfginal story a collection of sea-
men who are odd, to say the least. One of
them has an overwhelming desire to be a
movie actor, others quarrel incessantly
about prize-fighting. The chief mate,
Rossi, is presented as a man who gets
drunk and is two-fisted. There is nothing
wrong with that except that it’s all we
know about him. Since there were no char-
acters, the plot-scheme became fantastic.
All the climactic action was concerned
with Nazi flyers who were picked up in a
life raft, pretended to be Hollanders, and
so were given the run of the ship, thereby
enabling them to hit the radio operator
over the head and send a message to a sub-
marine which attacked the ship near Mur-
mansk. And during the attack the Nazis
poked a gun in the captain’s ribs, bringing
on a scuffle aboard ship, until finally the
captain broke away to take the wheel and
ram the submarine!

Mr. Lawson of course understood that
all of this had nothing to do with life and
therefore nothing to do with the war. He
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changed the characters and, inevitably, the
plot-scheme. In this screen play he makes
Rossi an individual, a man who has been
to sea for many years and who—despite
his drinking and his women—is sharply
aware of what the war is about and what
his job is. He is a fighter against the fas-
cists and he knows it. He tells the girl he
marries, “We been in Axis ports and seen
what they do to people. . . . You can’t sit
around ‘and hold hands when that’s goin’
on.” And he consciously brings all his
years of experience into the service of the
fight. When, in the latter part of the pic-
ture, the ship is stalked and the captain
has been wounded, Rossi takes over and it
is through his resourcefulness in deceiving
the submarine commander that the sub-
marine is destroyed. This is 2 human being
in action. There is a considerable dif-
ference.

HEN, too, in Mr. Lawson’s screen play

the seamen are all sharply drawn. Each
individual acts as though the winning of
the war depends on what he does or does
not do. There is Chips Abrams, the
Brooklyn carpenter, who goes back to sea
in order to protect his small stake in
America. He does not exist at all in the
original story. Nor does O’Hara the bos’n,
who tells Pulaski, the boy in the hiring hall
who doesn’t want to ship again, that the
only uniform a seaman has is his union
button and if he takes a shore job he has
no right to that button. “Nobody’s gonna
wear it that ain’t got what it takes,” he
says as he tears the button off Pulaski.
Here for the first time in American litera-

ture the union button is presented as a sym-
bol of patriotism!

These men we. understand and we
watch them with sympathy and excitement
because they know what they are about.
They have conscious will. They choose to
be on the sea. It is not fate that makes
them want to get the supplies through to
Murmansk. It is they themselves who de-
cide it has to be done and that they are
the men to do it. The result is that when
the ship starts for Murmansk we are vital-
ly interested in seeing that it gets through,
because we know these men and we know
how much it means to them to do their
job. That is what makes for the strength
and power of A cétion in the North Atlantic
—the people—and that is where Mr.
Lawson has made his profound contribu-
tion. Without it, we might watch the
physical action with a certain interest but
we would never be involved in it, in any
deep sense, nor would we come away from
the theater, as millions already have done,
with a high sense of pride in our fellow
Americans and a sure belief in the rightness
of our cause and the inevitability of our
victory.

So THOSE authors who are still in bed

can get up now, because the screen
writers in Hollywood will not destroy
their work—they may even do it some
good. Edge of Darkness and Action in the
North Atlantic are only two examples of
Hollywood’s growing maturity and re-
sponsibility. There are others. And as time
goes on there will be many more.

PauL TRIVERs.

Bos'n O'Hara tears off Pulaski's union button in "Action in the North Atlantic."” "Nobody's
gonna wear it who ain't got what it takes."
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IF THIS BE REASON...by RICHARD 0. BOYER

WHY COMMIT
SUICIDE?

mitting suicide. He mentioned France, of course, where
individuals and classes put their faith in legends that
sounded reasonable but were merely a facade to cover interests
that were inimical to nationdl independence. Collective secur-
" ity was rejected for a Maginot Line that was more than a
military structure. It was also an effort to avoid a people’s
movement which would bring liberating and victorious forces
into play, as failure to open a genuine full scale second front is
an effort to delay the liberating consequences of a people’s
war. And just as the Maginot Line was a part of that which led
to suicide for France—and think how ridiculous such a state-
ment would have seemed before 1940—so can failure to open
a real second front lead to suicide for the United States.

For if a full-fledged front is not opened it will be as certain
as gravity that the United States as we know it now will be a
thing of the past. It is unfortunate that the incredulity of man-
kind is of such fiber that it can be dissipated only by disaster.

. Two and two are four, people said in France, but it did not
seem to be true until France. was no more. Just as many
Frenchmen could not understand that the Maginot Line was
more than the affair of military experts, so there are Ameri-
cans who cannot see that a full scale second front is not only
the key to the military situation but the key to whether we have
a reactionary United States or continue on the path of democ-
racy. And the penalty for unrealistic thinking, the punishment
for belief in legends in this modern age is death—death as a
nation and death to millions of individuals. France and CZecho-
slovakia, Norway and Denmark, Yugoslavia and Greece give
grim documentation to this statement. Let’s not offer the
United States as further proof. Let’s quit believing in bunk:
Bunk is precious to many a soul which withers under reality
but is it precious enough to risk suicide?

NOT long ago Paul Robeson spoke of entire peoples com- |

IT Is a queer fact, too, that bunk sounds more real to many
people than hard fact. The meeching, half-witted abdica-
‘wion, “It’s an affair for military experts so we can’t speak in this
moment of peril,” seems more true to many than the fact that
if we don’t open a real second front a negotiated peace is almost
inevitable. The bunk that such a front is purely for the benefit

of the Soviet Union ‘intrigues those who can’t realize that a

negotiated peace will so strengthen reaction here that it will
be tantamount to an Americap fascism. Those whose limited
comprehension poses the question as one concerning soldiers
onlyy evidently can’t understand that an American fascism,
which will develop if reactionaries come to terms with Hitler
or any of his ersatz substitutes, will murder and imprison any-
one and everyone who ever had an idea. Your stake in the
second fromt is your life; no more and no less.

To many the interconnection of events is an esoteric mystery
which they would prefer to blink or dismiss as Sunday
supplement nonsense. The fact that the poll tax, which pro-
hibits 10,000,000 Americans from voting because they are
poor, is killing thousands of people in France—this fact is too
much for the blinkers to comprehend without a blueprint.
Even when they see Tom Connallys, Coxes, Smiths, and
Reynolds’, even when they see the one decent force in the State
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Department kicked out because of the poll tax and 1944, it is
difficult for them to understand that the poll tax is threatening
the independence of the United States. The neat, little mind
with its neat, little compartments is not a mind at all. It’s
simply a reflex for escape.

It’s too late to deal in bunk. It’s too late to think first we’ll -
take care of the elections and then we’ll go back to the war.
It’s too late to accept the nonsense that we will not have a
second front until we are ready militarily, with the clear impli-
cation that we are not ready militarily. Or is it the part of good
taste and patriotism to pretend that we cannot remember that
Churchill and Roosevelt promised a second front in 1942 and
that they would not have promised one unless we had been
militarily prepared then? Shall we pretend we do not know
that we have more ships, more munitions, more production,
more men now than we did when a solemn statement was put
out promising a second front in 1942?

I THINK such pretense is dangerous when every child knows

that the reason we haven’t a second front is because the con-
sequences of victory appall us. Every child knows that we have
enough shipping, enough production, enough men, enough of
everything save faith in the democratic process and the right of
people to choose their own government. Every child knows
that such gentry as Berle, Long, Hearst, Patterson, Reynolds,

‘Brooks, and their counterparts in England, have had a certain

effect and every child knows what that effect has been. A man
cannot be against the Soviet Union to such a degree that every
newspaper in Washington knows his position and then expect
to make everything nice and beautiful by saying he is not
against it. That’s kid stuff.

" Tt is a fact that when we press for a second front we do
not press primarily for a military move but for our own safety
and happiness—and that applies to virtually all Americans. It
is a fact, too, that we are responsible for the failure to open a
second front. The failure cannot be lodged at the door of
Roosevelt and Churchill. Responsibility rests on tht American
and British people. It rests on those newspapers whose editors
coyly intimate that they cannot understand the situation upon
which the safety of their country depends because it is a military
question. It rests on labor, which has not fully understood ghat
in moving .for a second front it is merely acting for its own
survival. It rests on all of us.who have thought the question
was an academic newspaper debate animated chiefly by those
lacking the good taste of silence and the knowledge of their
betters. It rests on those who prefer their dainty, well-bred
misconceptions to the hard, ugly truth of survival. It rests on
the type which prefers to praise Blum—whose murder of the
Spanish republic precipitated the war—than to join the fight

* for that move which is the core of the world situation.

TEN meetings of 100,000 each could get a second front and

save the world. If American and British labor spoke with
the intensity required by the situation we would have a second
front. If the Herald Tribune and the London Times spoke
with the eloquence and patriotism demanded by events a second
front would be a certainty instead of an ultimate possibility.
It is too late for bunk. It is too late for pretense. It is too late
for prejudice. It is too late for blindness. It is too late to be
dainty, well-bred, and dilettantish. Unless we wish to follow
some variation of the path of France to national suicide we
should all speak up. For the second front does not depend on
Churchill and Roosevelt. It depends on us.
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CHALLENGE TO THE POETS |
Edwin G. Burrows and Samuel Sillen discuss the difficulties facing our poetry writers in the world of
today. Some different ideas about form, content, audiences.

The following discussion by Edwin G.
Burrows and Samuel Sillen deals with a
neglected but distinctly important phase of
the cultural front in the present people’s
struggle. As will be seen, neither Mr. Bur-
rows nor Mr. Sillen has attempted to put
forth a full and definitive statement of the
poets’ problems and how to solve them.
Rather they have offered a broad statement
of those problems, with some provocative,
general proposals of solution. In short,
their statements are really intended to in-
itiate a discussion, in which we warmly
invite both poets and non-poets to partici-
pate.

Mr. Burrows will be remembered by
regular readers of NM as the winner of
the magazine’s Jefferson Anniversary

Poetry Contest—The Editors.

. HERE are our poets’? Why, in
times like these when we need
them most, do they speak to us in

words that are “pedantic and obscure”?
These simple questions arising from ‘the
broad masses of the people are a challenge
to the present generation of writers. The
answers are not simple. The way out is
not a straight and narrow path.
* The obscurantism which has affected
much of modern poetry is part real and
part mythical. Obscurantism in form is
often the direct result of empty, confused,
or reactionary content. Pretty words and
complex phrases often cover the hollow
thought within. Plain speaking in poetry
has usually disappeared when the poet has
lost contact with reality, with the common
desires and feeling of his fellow men, and
when he no longer cares who or how many
read what he writes. He wishes to be un-
derstood only by himself, and his isolation
leads to private rather than public speech.
However, complexity does not always
cover isolationism or reaction. Nor does
simplicity stamp its author as progressive.
Some of the simplest, most direct poetry
in our language has been written by T. S.
Eliot and W. B. Yeats, whose philosophies
are’ anything but progressive. Others have
longed above all else to reach a broad,
democratic audience but have struggled
hopelessly with new forms and experimen-
tation. Hart Crane was one. His spiritual
counterpart in the Soviet Union was
Essenin.

In fiction, proletanan literature is com-
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ing of age. Alexei Tolstoy hails the matur- .

ing of ideals of “socialist realism” in the
USSR. We are approaching a similar goal
in this country, though we cannot call our
realism socialist. Poetry, let alone any-
thing we might call “proletarian poetry,”
seems to have made no such advances.
Faced with the stern realities of a war, the
poets of our country, who for the most
part have long been separated from the
basic political and spiritual currents of our
time, have retreated into their shells. A
new audience clamors for their services
and the poets are at a loss to satisfy them.
The audiences themselves are partly at
fault, for their demands are often con-
fused and irresponsible. Sentimental maga-
zine verse is the only poetry that the ma-
jority of American citizens have ever read.
Those who can remember that far back
reoard the classical poets with loathing and
horror because of the way they were
taught in school.. This lack of education
in poetry is criminal and has had devas-
tating effects upon American readers. Such

readers become impatient with poetry that °

is not as loose and rambling and barren as
the most ordinary prose or full of pretty
cliches and jingling rhymes. Unfortunate-
ly, many well meaning progressives assume
because of this that the way to reach the
people, to join poet with audience, is to
inject revolutionary content into the old
inferior forms. But this new wine in old

Stanley DeGraff

bottles is a poor excuse for a drink. To put
it another way: No matter who you are,
you are not going to sell brotherhood or
victory or socialism in Edgar A. Guest’s
underclothes.

"HAT is to be done! How reconcile

" the attitude .of the majority of peo-
ple toward poetry with the attitude of the
poet who has spurned the commercialism
of the press’ How bring together the tired
housewife who is content to relax in front
of her radio while some announcer recites
pathetic homilies in a low belching voice
to the accompaniment of a mooing organ,
and the sincere poet who loves Chaucer
and believes' that his style may be imitated
with success? (And modern poetry is no
more complex or obscure than Chaucer
and Shakespeare.)

First, the modern poet cannot ignore
literary history. Form is not immediately
determined by content. New content will
not dictate a fresh form automatically.
Form as well as thought has had its
growth and development. There are many
today (I am one of them) who believe
that a new synthesis must be made of old
forms and new discoveries in order that
the progressive poetry of the future may
have the best possible expression. We need
not imitate the sterility in content of earlier
poets to learn from them in the matter of
form. The Imagists taught us that rhyme
was not the be-all and end-all of poetry.
They also demonstrated that the formless-
ness of free verse was not the best vehicle
for strong ideas and forceful statements.

The Surrealists taught us that language "

has many unexplored facets and that
hitherto undreamed of associations might
produce new and informative commen-
tary upon the old reality. The Surrealists
also taught us, without meaning to, that
intellectualism per se and unfettered, un-
directed experimentation lead only to the
freedom of the padded cell. The modern
poet cannot set aside the innovations of
his predecessors.

Second, the modern poet must actively
seek to woo back his potential audience
from the toils of commercial art and pure
ignorance. He must point out that to con-
demn modern poetry because it is not just
like Shelley or Longfellow is on a par
with Hitler’s purge of twentieth century
art as ‘“degenerate.” He must work to
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achieve a new synthesis of form which
best expresses his progressive content. He
may become impatient with the passivity
of his audience and try to startle them
with the barbaric yawp of a Whitman or
the soap-box fervor of a Mayakovsky. Or
he may in a quiet and persuasive manner,
in ordered tempo and conventional rhymes
but with heightened language and evoca-
tive images, accomplish the same purpose.
Sharpness of thought, preciseness of diction,
timeliness, the appeal of new words and
slang, all may be incorporated without de-

stroying the fundamental qualities of good o
poetry as they have been recognized since

the birth of our language.
Third, the modern poet can and must
employ a dozen methods .to make his

© poetry more palatable to his audience. He

must knock and knock again at the doors
of the big magazines and radio stations.
The task is not as hopeless as it would seem
at first, More and more good  poetic
dramas are being produced on the air. Not
enough by far, but many more than be-
fore. The play, because of its immediate

\

MR. SILLEN

‘modern. poetry, Edwin G. Burrows
wisely avoids an over-simplified ap-
proach. Too often in discussions of this

IN DEALING with the predicament of

sort one-hears the poet denounce the read-

er or thé reader denounce the poet. Since

the basic problem is to strengthen com-

munication between the two, such scold-

.ing merely worsens a bad situation; it

adds to the alienation of poet and, reader.
For those who take the art of poetry seri-
ously and are therefore disturbed to see it
become one of the culturally depressed
areas in America, it is not enough to make
unilateral accusations against either the
poets’ “obscurlty or the readers’ “philis-
tinism.’

I think Burrows is altogethcr right in
stressing the futility of borrowing Edgar

‘A. Guest’s popular techniques and trans-

fusing them with a new content. The di-
luted doggerel of Guest is a perfect vehicle
for mental vacuity and moral obtuseness;
intelligence cannot be pressed into that
mold without draining off -all the juice.
The progressive poet who emulates Guest
in the interest of reaching a wider audience
may achieve his aim; but he achieves it
as a second laureate of social lethargy and
not as a mature person. Form and con-
tent in poetry cannot be separated out like
the white and yolk of an egg.

But this leads me to question what Bur-
rows has to say about a synthesis of' old
forms and new discoveries.. It is true, as he
emphasizes, that new content will not dic-
tate a fresh form automatically. It is also
frue tHat it would be stupid to reject past

dramatic appeal whether on the stage or
radio, is an excellent subterfuge, unfor-
tunately necessary, to get an audience to
accept good poetry. The modern poet must
seek out his audience personally. If he is
not a good reader himself he should have
someone else read his work at parties,
union meetings, gatherings of all kinds.
Those who will not read will often listen.
Fourth and last, the poet as an individ-
ual cannot do the whole job himself. Such
magazines as NEw Masses must do yeo-
man service in bringing the work of mod-
ern writers to the attention of a broad
audience. Discussion must be stimulated.
Recently, excellent controversies have
raged over the merits of various novels
and films. Why has nothing similar taken
place on the subject of poetry? Why was
not one voice raised (and the comment
published) in criticism of the Jefferson
contest poems? I am not trying to knife
myself in the back, but merely to stimu-
late discussion of this very absorbing and,
I believe, very important problem.
Epwin G. Burrows.

COMMENTS

forms merely because they were associated
with a content different from that which
“the poet seeks to express today. We learn
gladly from the past. As Alexei Tolstoy
recently said, the categorical denial of lit-
erary heritage turns the concept of remak-
ing the world into “a shrill and menacing
demagogy.”

We are therefore agreed on rejecting
two alternatives. The progressive poet
cannot pour new wine into Edgar A.
Guest’s leaky bottles. Nor can he uncriti- -
cally turn his back on'poetic craftsmen of
the past on the ground that they were
“aristocrats” or “bourgems

The real question is: Which techmques

. and traditions are most usable for the pro-

gressive poet’s intentions? Which of the
“old forms” can fruitfully be synthesized
with our “new discoveries”? This question
has vital bearing on the problem ralsed by
Burrows.

Ten years ago a number of left wing
poets agreed on rejecting T. S. Eliot’s
content and on assimilating his form. They
argued that we must use everything of
value in the past. They even quoted Lenin

" to that effect. But they found themselves

in a painful contradiction. Eliot himself had
borrowed from the seventeenth century
English metaphysical poets and the nine-
teenth century French symbolists; he had
no similar sense of contradiction. The pat-
tern and tone of his ideas resembled those
of his “ancestors.” But by following Eliot
the left wing assimilators began not with
an advantage -but a handicap. What they
had to say was in conflict with their tools.
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Before long some &f them gave up
their tools, while others forgot what they
had started out to say. )

I canN’t help feeling that Burrows, in

telling the poet that he cannot ignore
literary history—which is of course true—
tends to perpetuate a dangerous illusion of
several poets I have recently read. He
urges that. we take over the good things
in Surrealism, reject the bad. I would
agree with him if he means that the social
poet might learn to distinguish the non-
Surrealist elements in a poem by a Surreal-
ist. But insofar as the principles of Surreal-
ism operate, I believe that the poet will
constantly be fighting against himself, as
the proletarian-Eliots were forced to do,
often with disastrous results.

In a recent issue of Poetry, David
Daiches cites these lines as an example of
the “compelling obscurity” of one side of
Dylan Thomas’ genius:

Altarwise by owl-light in the halfway-
house :
The gentleman lay graveward with his

furies;
Abaddon in the hang-nailcracked from
Adam, ' .
And, from his fork, a dog among the
fairies,
The atlas-eater with a jow for news,
Bit out the mandrake with *tomorrow’s
scream. . . .

I may be singularly dense, but I cannot
see how such lines form the assimilable

basis for progressive poetry. I would in- -

cline to second William Rose Benet’s ob-
servation, in another context, that “These
nosegays of contorted words and queer
imagery are nice playthings for new Bun-
thornes; they decorate a great deal of
thoroughly bad writing and fool the critics
to the top of their bent.”

The danger is not too much innovation,
but fear of innovation. I have for a long
time felt that left wing poets should dare,
like Whitman or Mayakovsky, to break
loose from the preconceptions of the dom-
inant cliques and coteries in verse. When
you read enough of the “experimentalists”
you begin to see how terribly conventional
they really are. The poetic diction’ of so
many of the moderns is as frozen as the
poetic diction of the eighteenth century,
without even the merit of clarity. The
techniques of obscurity can be as artificial
as Guest’s rhyme scheme.

Burrows’ point about the lack of con-
troversy over poetry is well taken. A few

_ years ago one could always start a lively
discussion by asking: “Is Poetry Dead?”
Today the situation is more serious. No-
body bothers even to ask the question. It is
fairly universally assumed that the corpse
has been decently interred.
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New World
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ot 11ew LIFE-IN- AMERICA frize book
| BY ROl OTTLEY

“'He writes a vigorous prose, mingling history, .humcl;r. w;le.
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Red Cross Phote

But poetry is far from dead when-a
gifted young writer like Burrotws com-
plains that nobody criticized his Jefferson
contest poem. I hope that sorie of the
progressivé poets will pitch into thé discus-
sion that he has started. As for the critics,
M. J. Tambimuttu, founder of a Londén
poetry magazine, has said the last word:
“The critic is not our concern. Lét hiin
get squashed undér his own mictoscopg.”

' SamuEL SILLEN.

Our Japanese Enemy

MY WAR.WITH JAPAN, by Carroll Alcort. Henry

Holz. $3.
JAPAN’S MILITARY MASTERS; by Hillis Lory.
Vikittg. $2.50.

MR. Avrcort, a newspaperman_ and

broadcaster from Shanghai, has writ-
ten an interesting story of his own wir
against the Japanese. It is full of horror,
rape, kidnapping, intrigue, drd robbery
committed by the Japanese in China. Some
of these crimes were committed by the
“ronins,” whom the author calls “dirty job
men,” who acted on their 6wn initiative
and often with the blessings of the Japan-
ese military and civil authorities. The book
reads like a detective story and i$ a retord
of what Mr. Alcott had wittesséd from an
unusually close point of observation. Evén
if one 14 iniclined to accept parts of the book
with a grain of salt, the total picture still
remains terrifying. No excuses, no expland-
tions can erase every normal person’s reviil=
sion and indignation toward the perpetfat-
ors of those crimes.

Mr. Alcott acts exclusively as prosecutor,
leaving others to search for motives and
historical - perspective. Consequently thé
book cannot be recommended as an ade-
quate source of information about Japaii.
But he is quite right when he warns u$ fiot
to overestimate the Japanes¢, a tendeficy
observablé atong many Americans aftér
the tragedy of Pearl Harbor. He admit§
that the Japanese are stubborn soldiers bt
at the samé timé he reminds ud that undér
cértain conditions the Japanese will run.
He also realizes the danger arising from
certain groups who plan to compromise
with what they call the “good” Japanese
in order to avoid any revolutionary changes
that may be forced by the Japanese people.

MR. LorY’s Japan’s Military Masters

is less a book about the Japanese army
itself and more of an attempt at analyzing
the place of the army in Japanese life. The
author is inclined to depict the army as
omnipotent and overstresses the martial
qualifications of the Japanese soldier. It is
true that it is hard to take the Japanese
alive but it is wrong to assert, as Mr. Lory
does, that “Japan has never known defeat.”
For the truth is that they have suffered
serious setbacks in China, on the Soviet

borders, and at the hands of American
fighters.

Though Mr. Lory quotes Japanese gen-
erals, his knowledge of the Japanese army
is limited indeed. He even quotes as a source
the book by the Frenchman, Ballet. The
book was good when it was published some
thirty years ago but can hardly be con-
sidered of value today. And it is decidedly
misleading to assert that the Japanese army
is democratic and monolithic. 'The army is
shot through with class distinctions and
class privileges. And how monolithic is an
army when one group of officers engineer
assassinations of another group? To get
excited about the spiritual training of the
Japanese army after the rape and looting
of Nanking as well as other Chinese cities
is strange indeed.

It is a fact that the prestige and popu-
larity of the armed forces has been on the
decline for years, especially after the last
world war. Adventures in Manchuria and
in China hardly inspired the Japanese peo-
ple with love for those whom they con-
sider to be the cause of their suffering and
misery. And this discontent has expressed
itself in the harboring of “dangerous
thoughts” by the population.

It is true that the Japanese army is an
important factor in the Japanese commun-
ity, but it is only part of the truth to ascribe
to the army all of Japan’s ills. That con-
ception supports the erroneous idea that the
mere ouster of the military men from the
government and other positions will
miraculously transform Japan into a liberal
demiocracy. It may be oné of the first steps
towards achieving such a transformation
but it is certainly not the only step. The
Japanese army is 4 formidable foe but cer-
tainly not invincible. Unfortunately that is
the impression conveyed in Mr. Lory’s
book.

VicTror A. YAKHONTOFF.

Experiments in Food

THE SCIENCE OF NUTRITION, by Hemry C. Sheér-
man. Columbia University Press. $2.75.

PROFESSOR SHERMAN, Mitchill professor

of chemistry at Columbia University
and at present chief of the Bureau of Hu-
man Nutrition and Home Economics in
the Department of Agriculture, has written
a sound and thorough exposition of the
basic and newest principles of nutrition,
Although not a popularization of the sub-
ject, it is a book directed to nutritionists,
social workers, teachers, and the lay reader
who might have some scientific curiosity.
Except for peculiar economic theories on
how the purchases of the well-to-do
brought down the prices of milk, eggs, and
citrus fruits for the benefit of the poor, it
is compact with the wisdom and knowledge
gained from the tremendous arsenal of
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facts found in the scientific and controlled
experiments of McCollum, Rose, Benedict,
the author, and many others.

Mr. Sherman is an honest man and
willing to learn. For he has improved some
of his cockeyed economic theories to the
extent that he writes the following: “Some-
times subsidized consumption is opposed as
something that the government should not
engage in because it is too paternalistic or
tends to pauperize the people. Notwith-
standing an original predilection toward
this political principle, the present writer
believes that whatever validity it may have
had, it is now far outweighed by the
changed aspect of American opportunity
and the new knowledge of the very great
influence of enough of the right kind of
food upon individual development and pub-
lic health. While previously it was the opin-
jon of some individuals, it is now objective
knowledge that for a large percentage of
our population the educational opportunity
cannot be effective without some provision
for adequate nutrition. A reasonably good
nutritional status is just as necessary as is
a public school to give the child a fair start
that the American ideal demands.”

The Science of Nutrition retells much
that is already known about vitamins, de-
ficiency diseases, and the basic guides in

the determination of proper balanced diets

of meats, milk, and fresh vegetables. But
there is also much that is new and recent—
for example, the scientific evidence for the
enrichment of bread. Previously, white
patent flour was used in making bread.
This flour kept well in storage because the
milling and bleaching treatments had re-
moved even the nutrients that could keep
the lowest forms of life alive. Consequently,
the Department of Agriculture set certain
standards for the enrichment of the white
loaf, which call for the addition of vitamins
and iron. This partially restores the value
of the grain.

The author’s axe falls heavily on that
sterling comic strip character, Popeye. The
professor has robbed the sailor of his source
of strength. Spinach is no longer fashion,
and the professor writes, “Green and yel-
low vegetables as a group are important for
their contribution to the vitamin A value
of the diet; but science does not specifically
seek the sanctification of spinach. In fact
spinach is now known to be an unfortunate
choice among the green-leaf vegetables be-
cause it contains a large amount of oxalic
acid, which is not a desirable substance for
human consumption in any case and which
renders practically unavailable and useless
the calcium found in spinach and chard.”
Dr. Sherman points out that “nutritional
improvement, even of diet deemed ade-

quate to current standards, can enhance

the mental as well as the physical develop-
ment. With better feeding there is quicker
learning of industrial processes and a higher

* % % %
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afford to miss
% -

Uil i

Sl

8

efficiency more constantly and progressively
maintained.”

Nutritionists have made valuable contri-
butions to our daily life. Vitamins, calories,
balanced diets, proteins, fats, and minerals
are household words because of the excel-
lent experimental and educational activi-
ties of these tireless: workers. They have

done much spade work to prove that nur~ °

ture assists nature; that beredity is not the
only factor in determining the longevity
and staying power of an individual-—that
an improvement in Claude Bernard’s
milieu interne (internal improvemeént of

the body) gives the hereditary factors a.

chance to operate . at optimum- conditions.
Inevitably the nutritionists run up against
the snag of the ‘“economy boys,” who in-
sist on paring and pruning budgets that

already are inadequate for the maintenance -
. of good health. Professor Sherman does

not dodge any issues. He states the position
of the reactionaries and conservatives on
governmental care and supervision * of
health and proceeds to demolish their argu-
ments with scientific exactness. Five mil-

lion young men have been rejected at their

induction centers for “physical unfitness.”
This book shows why this came about, and
how it can be remedied.

James KNIGHT.

- Italy and Russia

(Continued from page 12)

-In this connection, while applauding the
first landing in force of Allied soldiers
on the Continent of Europe in three years
and wishing them all the success in the
world, one is compelled to regard the cross-
ing of the Straits of Messina by General
Montgomery’s Eighth British Army and
the Canadians as a preliminary, nay, diver-
sionary, operation which must be followed
by a landing in a sector which offers greater
strategic possibilities. It is to be hoped that
the US Fifth and Seventh Armies {Gener-
als Clark and Patton) which have not
entered the fray yet (as I write) are being
groomed for such a landing. The latter
should take place in a spot where there is
a chance of fighting' the real enemy—
i.e. the Germans—on a considerable. scale
before months have passed. Remember that
the distance between Reggio Calabria and
the Brenner Pass is approximately 700
miles of rough country. The Allies have
landed at the tip of a 100-mile-long “pier,”
which contains no strategic objectives -at
all, while the latter are all back of the
“waterfront” which is the line of the Po.

In order to rob the Germans of the
advantages of shortening their front (forced
upon them as it is) and in order to gain
something more important than the substi-
tution of AMG for Badoglio, it is impera-
tive to land in a place where Allied troops
can really fight more than a couple of Ger-
man divisions, and do it Now.
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REVIEWERS SAY:

« . . By any critical yardstick
“The Seventh Cross is a memora-
ble book, mémorable for its story
of a manhunt, for its portrayal of
a score of characters, no two of
which are alike, for the effective
reticence of its writing and mem-
orable above all of its profound
searching out of the spark of hope
in the sorrowful heart.”

—ROSE FELD, New York
Herald Tribune “Books”

“, .. A German woman hounded
from her country, ‘first for being
an author, second for being a rev-
olutionary author and third for
being Jewish,” has utilized her ex-
periences under fascism . . . into
one of the strongest, most encou-
raging and beautiful pieces of anti-
fascist literature.”

—HELEN B. COLE,
The Worker

“ .. This is a work of art, not
propaganda, but its implications
for us are clear beneath its sus-
tained excitement, a lesson every
American should know, in a book
no thoughtful American should
miss.”

—DOROTHY HILLYER,
Boston Globe

_ A gripping story . .. a graphic
picture Affirmative with

the courage of freedom-lovin'g

men. . . .”

—LOUIS KRONENBERGER,
N. Y. Times Book Review
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"WATCH ON THE RHINE"

The film from Lillian Hellman's memorable stage play. "Ideals and aspirations of the best people
of our time." Reviewed by Daniel Prentiss.

ow that Warner Brothers’ Watch on

the Rhine has been released, I want
most of all to get down on paper my grati-
tude to every last soul who contributed to
the making of the film.

First, to the author, Lillian Hellman,
who has given artistic expression to the
ideals and aspirations of the best people of
our time—the fighters in the ranks of anti-
fascism. You will look far and wide in
American films for similar expression, at
once as penetrating and as moving. One
must go back to the Soviet film Professor
Mamlock for its equal. Just as in Hellman’s
The Little Foxes, Gorky’s Egor Bulachev
is artistic predecessor.

The heart of loyalist Spain beats strong
in Watch on the Rhine. It is one of the
film’s chief merits that it makes payment on
humanity’s long-standing debt to the heroes
of the Spanish republic. What can one say
as the words of the German International
Brigaders come to us from the screen?
Perhaps only, “At long last. Brave defend-
ers, loyal sons, your will shall be done.”
Another outstanding quality of the picture
is the enlightened internationalism of Hell-
man and her collaborators (Dashiel Ham-
mett authored the screenplay). Consider
the following passage, a conversation be-
tween Kurt Mueller, hero of the play,
brilliantly played by Paul Lukas, and a
young Italian he happens to meet up with
near the beginning of the film:

Italian: You are German?

Kurt: Yes.

Italian: What side do you fight on in
Spain?

Kurt: I fought with the Army of the
Republic. I am not a Nazi or a fascist.

Italian: I’'m a big fool. I beg your par-
don. You do forgive me, please. I might
have known which side a man like you
would be on. It used to make me feel
good that Italians and Germans went to
fight against the fascists in Spain. Kinda
showed people that all Germans and Ital-
ians weren’t . . . ain’t there some chance
the German people themselves will kick
Hitler out? You read about the men in un-
derground organizations. Is that talk?

Kurt: No. It isn’t talk. These men, in
what you call underground organizations,
work most hard and in great danger. .

How wonderfully far removed are these
words from the rantings of a Vansittart

30

against the whole German people. In this
film one may hear the voice of the Free
German Committee. We believe the movie
can make it more difficult for the Vansit-
tarts to breathe. Those who believe it naive
to assign such an important role to a movie
simply do not reckon with the terrific per-
suasiveness of Hellman’s work. Surer
dramaturgy, shrewder characterization,
firmer grasp on audience emotions are not
to found in another American playwright.
One instance: only a small one, it’s true,
but characteristic. As the film opens we see
Kurt Mueller, worker in the German un-
derground.\ He is taking his family across
the Mexican border into the United States.
As they are about to submit their visas, Kurt
whispers,. “Of the utmost importance.
Please do not seem nervous.” A simple
touch but one that immediately sets the
atmosphere within which this great opti-
mistic tragedy is played out. We know at
once we are looking at the hunted people
of the earth who are yet more mighty than
the hunters.

I cannot speak too highly of the talent
that Warner Brothers assembled. Nor can
I praise too much the cast and technical

crew, from director Herman Shumlin to

the twentieth grip on the set. This is one
of those rare occasions when the credits
that precede a film proper are a roll of
honor. Paul Lukas’ performance is of the,
stuff from which legends are formed. Bette
Davis, his able companion; Lucille Wat-
son, Beulah Bondi, George Coulouris, the
young actors who play the three Mueller
children, Geraldine Fitzgerald—all praise-
worthy. And all, it seemed to this reviewer,
were conscious that they were associated in
a great enterprise.

It is good to note that the majority of
metropolitan reviewers saw eye to eye with
us in their estimate of the film. Miss Kate
Cameron, of the New York Daily News,
however, provided a noteworthy exception.
Her approach deserves some comment.
Naturally, she was unable to damn the film
completely and retain any standing among
her confreres. Hence the three star rating.
“But things have changed,” she says. “Our
concern now is with beating the enemy in
battle and by military strategy, rather than
by propaganda. . . . We cannot afford to
expend our feelings on the causes that led
to our present predicament. . . . That has

Paul Lukas, Bette Davis, and George Coulouris. From "Watch on the Rhine."
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become an old story, one that has been
more than twice-told. . . .”” Miss Cameron
runs true to form. ThlS is exactly the stunt
she pulled with Chaphn s The Great Dic-
tator and we assure her she’ll have as little
success this time.

THE unwelcome sight of For Whom the

Bells Toll on Broadway reminds us
that Ernest Hemingway once collaborated
on a genuinely anti-fascist pro-loyalist film
—Joris Ivens’ Spanish Earth. (Incident-
ally, among the more prominent backers
of the Ivens film were Herman Shumlin
and Lillian Hellman.)

In addition to Spanish Earth, the Ameri-
can documentary movement produced two
other films on Spain of lasting worth,
Heart of Spain and Return To Life, the
latter two the work of Frontier Films. To
our knowledge, the documentary move-
ment of no other countries, the Soviet
Union excepted, did as much. The films
have lost none of their appositeness. If any-
thing (Kate Cameron notwithstanding),
time has deepened their values. I may be
pardoned for expressing a slight preference
for Return To Life, for it unmeritedly
received fewer performances than either of
the other two. All three films are being
distributed by Brandon Films, 1600 Broad-

way. We welcome the chance which they .

offer us to deepen our understanding of the
fundamental issues in the Spanish struggle,
and their meaning for today..

LL things considered, The Fallen

Sparrow, based on the novel by
Dorothy B. Hughes, boasting good per-
formances by John Garfield and his co-
workers, better-than-average direction in
the latest mystery manner by Richard
Wallace, makes good movie fare. The film
suffers from the defects of the novel which,
briefly, were an insistence on suspense for
suspense’s sake, and treatment of the Span-
ish loyalist cause in too tangential a man-
ner. But the author’s heart, and the film’s,
for that matter, are very much in the right
place.

DanieL PRENTIss.

Gropper Exhibit

HE exhibition at the new ACA Gal-

lery, 63 East 57th Street, of the series
of powerful drawings by Gropper, inspired
by accounts of Nazi atrocities against the
Jews, will open Tuesday, September 14,
with a reception from 4 to 7 PM by New
Currents, the Jewish monthly in which

the drawings were first reproduced. Pro-

fessor Michoels and Lt. Col. Itzik Feffer,
the delegation from the Soviet Union now
in this country, will be presented with a
number of especjally prepared folios of the
drawings as gifts to Soviet leaders and
institutions.

NM September 14, 1943

NEW MASSES

ANNOUNCES ITS

Post Labor Day Weekend

NEW MASSES weekends have become synonymous with good entertainment, good
fellowship, and as a delightful climax of the season, NEW MASSES offers you one
more go of fun and sport before the autumn puts in its claim for the serious work

" ahead.

® A TYPICAL SATURDAY NIGHT—NM-CHESTER REVUE—SNAPPY,
SPARKLING, ORIGINAL

® LECTURES, DISCUSSIONS ON THE MOST IMPORTANT EVENTS OF
THE DAY BY WELL-KNOWN AUTHORITIES

L A' SUNDAY AFTERNOON CONCERT
® A SPORTS PROGRAM FROM A TO T

(Archery, Badminton, Swimming, Pingpong, Cycling, Tennis, Etc.)

COST FOR WEEKEND
$15.50 {corrected rate)

CHESTERS’ ZUNBARG

WOODBOURNE, N. Y.

. TWO FULL DAYS

(Evening to Evening, incl)
NOTE: You can travel the following lines:
New York, Ontario & Western R.R.
Erie Railroad ;
Short Line Bus Company

Station to door transit service

For additional information call GR 3-5146

If you go direct, without first making reservations through NEW

MASSES, please register under New Masses name at Chesters'

31



HOLLYWOOD
TURNS THE
CHMEBH ON
I'I'SI:I.I"

How many of you, watching the silver screen, have wanted to know more about
the place where movies are made? Not the sort of stuff you find in the magazines
on beauty-parlor tables. Not quite like anything you've read before about America’s .
movie capital. And there's been plenty written about Hollywood—plenty that has

served only to preserve the “mystery” or “glamour” of the place. This is not what
NEW MASSES plans to do.

What we have arranged for is regular Hollywood coverage, in the_ form of articles
that will tell you the truth-—articles from men and women in Hollywood who know
the movie industry, know its problems, its achievements, its potentialities. They will
tell you how Hollywood has geared itself to the war effort. They will show you the
"makings” of a film, from script to final production. They will let you know what
goes on in the way of ideas, .obstacles, and aims. They will discuss personalities
whose names are familiar to you. |

We publish the first such article this week, by Paul Trivers, on page‘ 20. More'wili
follow shortly. Then, there is our monthly “Hollywood Letter” by N. A. Daniels, the
first of which appeared in last week's issue.

You who go to the movies—and who doesn't?>—will not want to miss the regular Hol-
lywood coverage. If you send in your subscription now, you will be sure of getting-
all the articles. (A subscription form may be found on page 25.)



	p01-v48n10-m1-cover-BW12-sep-07-1943-tim-NM-761
	p02-v48n11-p02-BW12-sep-14-1943-tim-NM-766
	p03-v48n11-p03-BW12-sep-14-1943-tim-NM-765
	p04-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-412
	p05-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-415
	p06-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-418
	p07-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-419
	p08-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-422
	p09-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-423
	p10-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-427
	p11-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-429
	p12-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-430
	p13-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-433
	p14-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-437
	p15-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-442
	p16-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-440
	p17-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-439
	p18-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-443
	p19-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-436
	p20-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-434
	p21-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-431
	p22-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-428
	p23-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-426
	p24-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-424
	p25-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-421
	p26-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-420
	p27-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-417
	p28-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-416
	p29-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-413
	p30-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-411
	p31-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-408
	p32-v48n11-sep-14-1943-NM-407

