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IT WILL HAPPEN TO YOU, UNLESS ...

By Joseph North

have put away the firecracker and Roman candle for

the tracer bullet and blockbuster bomb. The Yank
will be thumbing through his pocket dictionary for the
right word to describe this day to his new friends: it will
be happening on the hot sands of Africa, in the green
jungles of the Pacific; everywhere that American men face
the enemy. It will not be hard for our Allies to understand;
there is a word for freedom in every language. “The right
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. . . .” Every
man worth his salt knows those words well; he is dying
for them in every corner of the earth. But the Yanks will
be saying, with rightful pride, that those words were first
written in America, on a holy document called the Decla-

‘IT IS Fourth of July again and millions more of our boys

ration of Independence, and it was signed 167 years ago
this Fourth of July. As our fathers fought then, so we
fight now, to make those words stand.

But it will be hard, at this moment, for Uncle Joe Stil-
well’s boys in Asia to tell the Chinese or the Indians what
Fourth of July means. Suppose our eager ally asks the ques-
tion that must be on his mind: “But, my friend, what about
Detroit?”” We won a great battle in Tunisia but lost a great
battle in Michigan. And we may lose more such battles
unless we take stock immediately—and act with vigor.

S I WRITE, word comes that students in Mexico City
sought to march upon the American Embassy to pro-
test the treatment of their cousins in Los Angeles. Mark
that well. One hundred million and more Latin Americans
who were coming to recognize the American people as their
friends ask questions today. A billion men and women in
Asia are asking questions. They have wanted desperately
to think well of us. By and large they have. By and large
they know ours is a great, forward-looking land where
the common man does not doff his hat to the powerful.
There is universal awareness, as Wendell Willkie pointed
out in One World, that *Our nation is composed of no one
race, faith or cultural heritage. It is a grouping of some
thirty peoples possessing various religious concepts, phi-
losophies, and historical backgrounds. They are linked to-
gether by their confidence in our democratic institutions
as expressed in the Declaration of Independence and guar-
anteed by the Constitution for themselves and their chil-
dren.” This created that reservoir of good will that Mr.
Willkie found universally. But, almost in the same breath,
he warned us that the reservoir had sprung dangerous
leaks. “Everywhere I found,” he continued, “polite but
skeptical people who met my questions about their prob-
lems and difficulties with polite but skeptical questions
about our own. The maladjustment of races in America
came up frequently. . . .”

Mark that well. For Herr Hitler has marked it and
underscored it. C. M. Bolds, War Production Board official
in Detroit, knew what he was talking about when he said:
“Long ago Hitler bragged that his agents would bring

about a race situation such as the one which is now serious-
ly hampering war production in the Detroit area.”

ITLER and his friends have chosen the time well. The
war has reached its apex. The Axis realizes it cannot
win the day on the field of battle. Stalingrad, Tunisia,
Guadalcanal, the impending second front, have brought
it to that point. Now, therefore, is the time for the
trump card: split the Allies—bring the fifth column out
on the streets; drag out the war; sabotage the second front
by sabotaging the enemy’s home front. The Allies plan
the grand offensive, the Axis plans the grand negotiated
peace offensive. This is the final stroke—and Hitler’s
friends abroad have evidenced, in the past, sufficient acu-
men in gearing their works to Der Fuehrer’s.

The saboteurs have divided their functions: they and
their dupes are engaged in a triple-pronged offensive to
wreck the nation’s unity. One column marches upon
labor, striving to divide the administration from the
unions and to drive war production down; a second moves
upon the President’s economic program; and a third works
furiously to foment hatreds and engender outbursts
against national minorities—against the Negro, against
the Jews, against the foreign-born. Integrated in this plot
is the effort to revive the Red bogeyman. For these reasons
New Masses has devoted the greater part of this issue to a
discussion of these dangers.

In this week’s issue we deal primarily with the assault
upon the Negro: Detroit has given the nation the most
abhorrent episode to date. I wish to make this point: that
the offensive against America’s 12,000,000 Negroes comes
at a time when relations had, in general, improved.
Negroes were winning equal grading in war work, the
WLB’s ruling to pay Negroes the same rates for doing
the same work as whites was historic; the vote on the poll
tax in the House was a considerable achievement; Negro
aces had once again irrefutably proven their mettle in the
bombing of Pantelleria, thus paving the way for more
favorable reaction to the Negroes’ demand that their sons
in uniform be accorded the rights to participate in the war
at maximum. And this was the time the Axis chose to
spring their insurrection.

For these reasons, I can imagine the chuckles in the
Wilhelmstrasse when they read the words of John S. Bugas,
Detroit FBI head, who told reporters: “Do you think that
200 kids, boys between fourteen and eighteen, who stopped
a street car, pulled off Negroes and pummeled them, were
acting on orders? I don’t.” What dangerous naivete, ob-
stinate blindness, whatever you wish to call it, in those
words. We know, and by this time, the FBI should, how
Axis agents work; how they create the conditions for such
explosions, or manipulate conditions so that they mature
into such outbursts. It is a matter of utmost public con-
cern that all official bodies, including police, the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, and Military Intelligence, report
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that “not a shred of evidence has been uncovered to indi-
cate that the rioting was instigated by subversive inter-
ests.” We dare not allow them to ignore the evidence his-
tory has given us. Why blink the tragic lessons of the Hit-
ler-endowed Falange in Spain, of the Abetz-aided Cagou-
lards in France? What differentiates Klan intrigue, Cough-
lin subversion, Gerald L. K. Smith conspiracy, from the
bloody plots of France’s Hooded Men? We saw how finally
the Cagoulards and their backers opened the fronts to the
enemy. Do we want the same to happen here?

HY mince words? The facts are these: evidence is ir- .

.refutable that there is a conspiracy in the land and
it has reached the stage of insurrection. And certain high
authorities have refused to act upon the proof already
before them. Listen to Rep. Samuel Dickstein, of New
York: “Two years ago I asked the Dies committee to in-
vestigate the Klan in Michigan, but nothing was done
about it. . . .” Listen to Cong. Vito Marcantonio, of New
York: “The murderous attacks upon Negroes and other
minorities in Detroit, Beaumont, Los Angeles, and many
other cities are the work of Hitler’s fifth column. The
Department of Justice has made many investigations. It
has even brought indictments. But it has failed to prose-
cute. . . .”

We may indeed ask: must a saboteur wear a swastika
on his sleeve and shout “Heil Hitler”” before the FBI ar-

rests him for doing the Fuehrer’s work?

O MY mind Edward E. Strong, national secretary of

- the National Negro Congress, has put it most clearly.
Writing from Detroit, he said: “There can be no doubt but
that the insurrection in Detroit was Nazi-inspired and led
by American fascists who have been cultivating the ground
in this center of American war industry for the past two
years.”

Mr. Strong was indubitably right when he pointed out
that the outbreak in Detroit was what President Roose-
velt called it—an insurrection. It was not a race riot. It
was an insurrection. And unless that is clearly kept in mind,
we will fail to get at the root of the matter; we will fail
to take the necessary precautions that it doesn’t happen
elsewhere. The outbursts in a dozen American industrial

areas and army camps in the past fortnight should warn

us against easy conclusions: that “hoodlums” were respon-
sible; that they were due to “traditional ill feeling” be-
tween the races and minorities, etc., etc. That these were
factors goes without saying. Of course they were. And
" Axis agents utilized these factors to achieve their aim.
The most serious misconception is to believe that these
outbursts had nothing to do with the war. To believe that
is to fall prey to the American Cagoulards, and to perish.
They come at the time, in short, of Hitler’s military crisis.
They all add up to insurrection; organized treason. /
Let us recognize the harsh truth; for unless we do, we
are lost. The fifth column in this country has strong
backers. It had in every country where we saw its tragic
works. Men high up have seen to it that the abundant
evidence has been pigeon-holed, that Hitler’s agents are
protected. Martin Dies still has the unmitigated gall to say
that he is going into the Detroit area to “investigate,” and
he speaks of the operations of Japanese agents among the
Negroes in order to throw the blame upon the victims,
rather than the culprits. The man who refused to investi-
gate the Klan seeks again to turn day .into night: to in-
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duce America to confuse its friends with its enemies. It
happened that way in France—the Cagoulards were never
put behind bars or against the wall as they deserved—
because men higher up saw to it that they were spared.
And not only spared, but to be described as “patriots,” the
ttgenuine patriots.” And that is happening here. Mr. Strong
writes of a major official in the Department of Justice who
told a delegation of Negro youth recently that the Depart-
ment had no basis for moving against the Klan since the
latter were law-abiding citizens and *“good patriots.” No,
the Cagoulards of America will not be prosecuted unless
the people band together in unison behind the Commander-
in-Chief and make their will irresistible.

To achieve this the people must act in unison. One of
the principal drawbacks has been the passivity, the indif-
ference, that the overwhelming majority of the white
populace—which abhors these outbursts—has evidenced.
Although most whites would indignantly reject any par-
ticipation in these ‘“riots,” they have stood on the side-
lines, have failed to move energetically to prevent them.
That passivity must be overcome; it is the task of all pa-
triotic citizens to end it. And zow is the time. There must
be fullest fraternization among black and white today;
that is the basis for full understanding; that proved the
great significance of the Madison Square Garden meeting
June 7. It must be repeated a thousandfold in every com-
munity, and on a regional and national basis. Labor, par-
ticularly, must offer the lead. This must be the pattern of
inter-racial relations in every major center of the country.

To speed this, leaders-in various key centers should band
into committees that would promulgate programs of ac-
tion tending toward overcoming the fundamental causes
of irritations between Negro and white: housing, for in-
stance, attention to the economic and social needs of the
Negro populace in their bailiwicks. Labor leaders, Negro
leaders, municipal and state figures, as well as outstand-
ing churchmen, should participate in such bodies.

They could serve as focal points for action implementing
the President’s Fair Employment Practice Committee. That
remains one of the principal weapons to destroy the plot-
tings of the fifth column; it must no longer stay unused.
Its purposes are to combat Jim Crowism where that hurts
most—at the point of war production. Jim Crow remains
the basic ingredient in the dynamite to which the Axis
agents light the fuse,

Furthermore, it would be well if all these groups urged
the President to go to the people, explain the workings
of the fifth -column, offering constructive proposals to
negate its work.

And at this moment it would be criminal folly to over-
look our boys in uniform. Undoubtedly the enemy has
plotters who work to aggravate tensions in the army, who
seek to unloose a torrent of “riots” among the black and
white soldiers. We dare not, at cost of our national secur-
ity, allow matters to drift here.

To achieve these ends, the people must rouse themselves,
must collect at innumerable mass meetings. They must
make their will felt by a Niagara of resolutions to the

" municipal, state, and federal authorities; delegations must

visit these authorities. Inter-racial groups, including all
strata of our people, particularly those of labor, must be
formed immediately to guarantee decisive action.

These are the lessons of July 4, 1943. Unless we have
learned them, our home front may give Hitler the victory
our troops deny him on the battlefront.

July 6, 1943 NM
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Detroit.

ow that thirty-four Negro and white

Detroiters are lying on slabs in the

Wayne County morgue, while
hundreds are in agony at a dozen hospitals,
and over a thousand citizens, men, women,
and children are nervously awaiting trial
in police bull pens—now the constituted
authorities in this arsenal of democracy are
beginning to believe that something is utter-
ly rotten right here in Detroit.

The immediate spark that set this town
on fire has been traced to Negro and white
fist fights on Belle Isle and on the bridge
linking Detroit to the island recreation
area. But it is universally agreed that the
origins of the race riot lie deep in the
social fabric. And most liberals agree that
when the surface manifestations of racial
unrest in recent months are peeled away,
there will be found a hard Axis core.

Just a month ago the great Packard

_plant was shut down for a week by hate-
strikers and a week before the riot of
Sunday, June 20, clashes between Negroes
and whites occurred at Inkster and at East-
wood Park, two outlying areas. The racial
tensions were gathering up like black clouds
for the storm which conditions in Detroit
over the last two years seem to make in-
evitable. The fascist offensive against
Negroes was carried out by the Klan-
minded elements who are old residents and
among the anti-union, anti-Negro in-
migrants that the manufacturers have re-
cruited into this area rather than give full
employment to Negro women. That offen-
sive has been tragically successful. The fact
that the municipal leadership failed to heed
the democratic voices who were crying out
against the Klan, the Coughlinites, the
Gerald K. Smithites, and other forces of
reaction, can be rightfully regarded as
downright criminal.

Further, the riot statistics reveal that the
constituted authorities seem to share to
some degree the spirit of the mob. Eighty-
five percent of the persons arrested in the
rioting were Negroes and over two-thirds
of the Negro slayings occurred at the hands
of the Detroit police. A reporter on Belle
Isle Sunday night when the fighting began,

stated that the police seemed to operate on
the theory that battles between Negroes
and whites should be stopped by first
“eliminating” the Negroes. The fact that
Negroes were as afraid of the police as
they were of the white mobs impelled them
to counter-attack for sheer protection, ac-
cording to eye-witnesses.

HOWEVER one may fix the blame, ru-

mors were chiefly responsible for the
swift spread of the riot and these rumors
are still being heard on Detroit streets at

this writing. By midnight Sunday, stories
of what had happened and was happening
in the vicinity of the Belle Isle bridge
reached the thousands of Negroes in the
night club area of the heavily congested
Negro district on Detroit’s east side. Fan-
tastic tales of cruelty were circulated—the
most often heard was that a Negro baby
had been thrown off the Belle Isle bridge
into the Detroit River. In the white dis-
tricts bordering the Negro settlement lies
were current that a Negro had raped a
white girl on the island. Carloads of

Louis E. Martin, editor of the 'Michigan Chronicle."
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Negroes and whites sped to the scene of
fighting, each group seeking to “get” the
other.

By dawn Monday the entire district bor-
dering Woodward Avenue, the whites on
the west side of the main artery and
Negroes east of it, was a virtual battle-
ground; intermittent fusillades of beer
bottles, bricks, and clubs were exchanged
up and down the two-mile front. At Ver-
nor Highway and Brush Street, looking
north down Brush Street at about nine
o’clock Monday morning, I saw thousands
of Negroes milling on the sidewalks on
both sides of the thoroughfare as if they
were impatiently awaiting a big parade.

At Monday noon the Citizens Commit-
tee headed by the progressive Rev. Charles
A. Hill called an emergency meeting of the
Negro leadership along with white liberals
and well known trade unionists. Mayor
Edward Jeffries came to the meeting under
heavy police escort. Despite the panic which
was observable even among some of the
leaders several things were accomplished.
Pres. Thomas of the UAW pledged that
he would continue to take extraordinary
measures to assure peace in the factories.
The fact that the rioting did not sweep the
war plants was nothing short of miraculous
and too much credit cannot be given the
union leadership for maintaining order.
Second, the causes of the riot were explored
and blame was fixed squarely on Axis and
fifth column activity in Detroit. Finally,
the mayor was induced to take some af-
firmative action to restore order and to
appeal to the citizens to stop helping Hitler.
In a radio broadcast at 6:30 Pm he
made a strong appeal and blasted the fifth
columnists, although he is not convinced
that the Axis inspired the riot.

As a result of the multitude of confer-
ences, parleys, and emergency meetings
on Monday and the following day, the
liberal leadership in Detroit is committed
to several proposals. First, a proposal for a
Federal Grand Jury or an FBI investiga-
tion of the riot has won wide support.
Shelton Tappes, recording secretary of
Ford Local 600, headed a delegation to
Woashington Tuesday night to get Attorney
" General Biddle to act. Another proposal
which has strong support from the Negro
masses is the plan to have thirty-seven
Negroes now in the police department aug-
mented by several hundred and to integrate
the Negro officers with whites in scout
cars. The liberal leadership is determined
to clear Detroit of the pro-Axis elements
who have been promoting unrest for the
last few years among the various racial
groups in the city.

NE important aspect of the riot was

observed in a tour of so-called mixed
residential areas. In blocks where the two
races lived side by side there was no evi-
dence of rioting or violence. Even in the
Polish city of Hamtramck, which was
aroused during the Sojourner Truth con-
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troversy and which boasts more residential
integration than anywhere else in the De-
troit area, there were no racial clashes. It
seems that the Negroes were solicitous of

their white neighbors, and vice versa. The
violence usually took place in areas where
the whites were separated from the
Negroes by a street and where there were

>



very definite boundaries between them.

Further, it was noted that on Monday
afternoon as white mobs stopped street cars
and buses on Woodward Avenue and
pulled off Negro passengers and beat them
unmercifully, many white passengers went
to the rescue of the Negroes and some
dsked the colored passengers to lie on the
floor as the rescuers shouted from the win-
dows that no Negroes were on board. A
colored girl who is a clerk in a government
office reported that whites sat on top of
two Negroes to protect them from a down-
town mob which was seizing isolated Ne-
groes in the shadow of City Hall.

As we review the tragic events of the
last few days, many questions arise in our
minds. It should be noted that racial riot-
ing affects war production and workers
cannot produce under conditions of extreme
racial tension. The riot in Detroit was just
one big incident in'a chain of similar racial
incidents which have occurred in all sec-
tions of our country. The clashes in Mobile,
in Beaumont, in Los Angeles are still fresh
in our memories. The question comes very
naturally, “Are these riots a part of an

Axis plan?” Again, “Why do these riots
occur just as invasion of Europe seems
most likely?” -

Before one attempts to answer these
questions, it would be well to review the
Nazi conquest of France and the low coun-
tries, of Norway and of the Slavic states.
The most fantastic plots and the most
elaborate propaganda campaigns were used
against the enemy. The mind of the coun-
try was softened up and the will to resist
was destroyed. Internal dissensions became
increasingly alarming and wanton violence
was encouraged in order to demonstrate
the need for a strong man to maintain
order. The people lost confidence in their
own ability to solve their own problems.

s IT too much to assume that Hitler is

aware of the potential dynamite in the
American color bar? The South in times
of national peace presents a picture of frus-
tration and decadence which is attributable
in part to Southern preoccupation with
keeping' the Negro in “his place.” How
much more damaging the race issue can
become in time of war! Certainly Hitler

S

and his stooges are aware of the tremend-
ous possibilities of racial strife in this coun-
try, which was on the brink of ruin in a
Civil War just seventy-five years ago be-
cause of the problems presented by Negro
enslavement.

We are inclined to believe that while
Hitler may be the meanest man on earth,
he is no idiot. Psychological warfare has
proved to be just as damaging to an enemy
as an invading horde and we would accuse
Hitler of sheer stupidity if he did not try to
seize advantage of our anti-democratic
practices toward the Negro, America’s
tenth man, to destroy our national unity
and to vitiate our war efforts.

In Detroit there are pro-Axis elements
at work and in such an arsenal of democ-
racy their presence should have long been
expected. While we do not contend that
an Axis agent struck the blow which started
the fighting that initiated the riot, we do
contend that pro-Axis agents have been
deliberately exploiting the native racial at-
titudes of the Detroit citizenry in order to
produce the psychological atmosphere in
which rioting becomes inevitable.

s

The Klan Exposed. In its April 21, 1942, issue, "New Masses" published the photostat above, accompanying an article by John L. Spivak on
Klan activities in Detroit. The text on the right shows part of Spivak's interview with the Klan's Imperial Wizard Colescott.
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In front of City Hall, a gang of white youths began

to close in on a Negro.

Three sailors, none of them

more than 20, stepped in and broke it up.
_ “He's not doing you any harm,” one of the sailors
said, “Let him alone!”

“What’s it to you?” snapped one of the mobsters.
“Plenty!” barked the sailor.

“There was a colored

guy in our outfit and he saved a couple of lives. Besides,
you guys are stirring up something that we'’re trying to

stop!”

Excerpt from a United Press dispatch on the terror in Detroit. It tells a story which makes
any further comment superfluous.

In conclusion, it should be made clear
to the American people that in many re-
spects race riots are the fruit of racial segre-
gation. As we stated in a recent editorial,
“Segregation divides the American people
and as a result of that division, each group
thinks in terms only of its own interests and
in the struggle for a fuller life, the separate
groups inevitably clash.”

“For several years the Ku Klux Klan
and the stooges of the Axis have steadily
widened the breach between the races
which segregation makes possible. . . .”

It is our sincere conviction that the more
rigid the color bar the more dangerous our
racial problems will become and racial dis-
cord in America is an opening wedge for
fascism. Those of us who believe in
democracy will not stand idle and permit
fascism to enter the national household by
way of the backdoor in the form of a
racial bogey. Lours E. MARTIN.

ANTI-SEMITISM: HOW TO COMBAT IT

NTI-SEMITISM is a political question
Aof the first magnitude for the entire

world. It is impossible to speak of
anti-Semitism today without speaking of
its twin, which is anti-Communism. Under
the banner of struggle against the alleged
Jewish conspiracy to dominate the world
and its companion “Communist conspiracy”
to overthrow all existing governments and
institute universal Bolshevism, sometimes
called Jewish Bolshevism and sometimes
Jewish plutocratic Bolshevism, Hitler, with
his satellites and agents, has thrown the
~world into the greatest catastrophe of all
history. This struggle is by no means over;
nor is it won. Hitler’s bid to rule the world
has not yet been beaten. In fact, I think we
must say that the heaviest struggle is still
ahead.

And while there have been established
within the last six months, the pre-condi-
tions for wiping out Hitlerism, these pre-
conditions are still to be realized. It will
require the utmost mobilization of all the
military strength and moral resources of
the United Nations to do this job. And
above all, it will require a greater undertak-
ing, a greater mobilization of our intellec-
tual resources than we have ever made
before.

To WAGE the struggle against Hitlerism

and master the problem of uniting the
democratic world for the supreme military
effort, it is essential that we understand
the main weapon, the secret weapon of
Hitlerism embodied in his twin slogans of
anti-Semitism and anti-Communism. Hit-
ler didn’t invent these slogans; he found
them ready-made. But he took them and
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inflated them into intellectual and moral
monstrosities such as the world has never
seen before. And by the manipulation of
these slogans, Hitler succeeded in immo-
bilizing and paralyzing the world which
he set out to conquer; he hypnotized his
intended victims, separating them and mak-
ing them incapable of struggle; and then
finally, after long preparation, apparent to
the whole world, he pounced upon his vic-
tims one by one, while the rest of the
world, knowing that they were also on

the list, stood by as if in a hypnotic trance
and watched and even assisted in the process
leading directly to their own destruction.

It is quite easy to trace the operations of
the anti-Communist slogan and to see how
it served to paralyze the nations of the
West, particularly France, Britain, and the
United States, and even involve them ac-
tively in Hitler’s plans for world conquest.
The anti-Communist slogan found fertile
soil in the fear of revolution which gripped
the possessing classes; they had been deeply

Education in Barbarism. Children watch the burning of the Klan's fiery cross at a KKK
convention in a little town in Pennsylvania.



frightened by the rise of the Soviet Union
and were fearful that its example would
serve to stimulate similar ambitions on the
part of the working class of their own coun-
tries, and they were so obsessed by this fear
that they could not see the real danger
arising to themselves, as well as to the
whole world; they could not see that the
danger was not in the rise of a new society
which would represent a higher stage of
human development, but in a reversion to
medievalism, reinforced by all the tech-
nique of modern science, consequent upon
a Hitler victory, which would wipe out
every nation, and along with it even those
possessing classes who were so fearful of
Communism.

This fear of a revolutionary upheaval by
the masses dissatisfied with the working of
the modern capitalist system led the ruling
classes of France, Britain, and the United
States to be complacent at the rise of Hitler
in Germany because he presented himself
as a bulwark against Bolshevism, against
the threat of revolution and the inaugura-
tion of socialism. It even led them to give
active help in the imposition of the Hitler
scgime upon the German people. Powerful
cupitalist circles in France, Britain, and the
United States share in the guilt for the
rise of Hitlerism in Germany because they
were under the influence of Hitler’s anti-
Communist slogan, in face of the fact that
the Communists, always keenly conscious
of the world threat of the rising fascist
movement, had long ago declared their
veadiness for a united front against this

menace and the desire to subordinate their
special program to the necessities of this
united front in order to prevent a great
historical leap backward which would wipe
out all of the fruits of human progress for
many generations.

What has not been so apparent to
most people is the equally important role
played by Hitler’s use of anti-Semitism;
and because the Jewish people were even
fewer in numbers than the Communists on
a world scale, the deep importance and
significance of this manipulation of anti-
Semitism has not received the attention it
deserves. When I say it has not received the
attention it deserves, I do not mean in
the superficial sense, because in many re-
spects, the world, and especially the United
States, has given more attention to Hitler’s
anti-Semitism than to almost any other fea-
ture of Hitlerism up to the outbreak of the
war. I mean in the sense of studying this
question and understanding how it arose
and how it operates, and how the use of
this campaign to oppress and exterminate
a people of distinctly limited numbers oper-
ated to paralyze the will and the instinct
for self-preservation of great nations and
hundreds of millions of people.

The principle of Hitler’s use of anti-
Communism operates quite independently
of the number of Jews or Communists
there may be or which people actually are
Jews or Communists. It operates through
the creation of a general atmosphere of sus-
pense, of danger, of impending catastrophe;
it seeks to fasten the attention of the people

upon such an imaginary and inflated dan-
ger, which sets everyone looking all around
him for that danger, searching out hidden
expressions of this danger among his own
associates, dividing people sharply on imagi-
nary lines, lines which have no social real-
ity, setting group against group, individual
against individual, and creating a fear of
that very social solidarity and unity which
would be an insuperable barrier to the rise
of fascism.

The manipulation of anti-Semitism and
anti-Communism was Hitler’s first step to-
ward the creation of this atmosphere with-
out which the fascist regime could not
arise or impose its power. There were not
many Jews in Germany in relation to the
total population, and yet the Nazi regime
succeeded in imposing upon the German
people the idea of the necessity for a careful
examination of their family trees as far
back as their great-grandfathers and great-
grandmothers to find out whether there
was a taint of Jewish blood.

What does that kind of thing do to the
social structure of a nation? It results in
the complete disintegration of the people,
their complete moral and intellectual break-
down, and out of that their complete subor-
dination to the Nazi leadership imposed
from above. The anti-Communist slogan
does the same thing in principle; operating
in a different way, it is connected up with
anti-Semitism through the charge that the
Jews are guilty of the crime of having
brought Bolshevism to the world, spread-
ing the idea to the entire population, and

Don't let it happen here! In Vienna the disciples of Hitler look on with amusement as elderly Jews are made to scrub the street, which has

been especially dirtied to make their task harder.
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Racist terror—abroad and at home. A Jewish citizen of Munich (left) is forced to parade the street with a sign reading, "I'll never again
complain to police.” The photograph on the right shows a Negro victim of the Detroit riots being "questioned” by the police of that city.

poisoning even Aryans with its microbes.

There was a strong Communist move-
ment in Germany, although there was
a very small Jewish population. Why, then,
did Hitler place such emphasis upon anti-
Semitism? Even if there had been a prob-
lem of the relationship of the Jewish
population to the German state, it could
not have been a major problem in view of
their small numbers. But Hitler owes his
success and his historical role precisely to
his understanding of the poisonous social
effects of this concept which represents a
racial or national group as a hidden enemy
within; and he understood that the effec-
tiveness of anti-Semitism in Germany was
precisely dependent upon the small number
of Jews in that country.

It would have been impossible for the
Hitlerite type of anti-Semitism to arise in-
dependently in America as it did in Ger-
many, under the cultivation and stimulation
of the Nazi organization, for the very rea-
son that in America there is such a large
number of Jews. Where there are so many
flesh and blood Jews it is difficult to substi-
tute the specter of the anti-Semitic legend.
In Germany anti-Semitism was "all the
more effective because so few Germans
knew what a Jew was and never saw a Jew
except in the cartoons of the Nazi papers.
Anti-Semitism in Germany had the same
advantages in the existence of very few
Jews in the country that anti-Communism
has in the United States where there are
relatively very few Communists and where
the Red scare therefore was able to rise to
a height unknown in any other country,
not even in Germany.
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WE HAVE now in the United States,
however, a very large growth of
anti-Semitism, which always existed in a
small way but never assumed the propor-
tion of a major menace. It has come just in
the last few years and it is based upon the
dominance of Nazism in Germany and its
conquests in Europe, which have stimulated
every reactionary force in American life
and transplanted into America the full
virus of anti-Semitism right out of Berlin.
We have the evidence for this from the
Nazis themselves. During the past few
months the official Nazi press has exult-
antly recorded the rising anti-Semitism in
the United States, as well as in England.
Das Schwarze Korps, for example, speaks
of “our more clear-sighted contemporaries
in England and America,” while Herr
Goebbels in his organ Das Reich recently
boasted that “Hostility to Jews is every-
where becoming more apparent.” The real
character of this upsurge of anti-Semitism
was indicated most clearly by the official
German News A gency in May of this year
which declared:

“Only history knows to what extent
anti-Semitism  among our enemies can
change matters in our favor. . . . It may
influence the future of the war.”

The catalogue of recent anti-Semitic
activities in the United States could fill
a volume. Here are just a few.

Commissioner of Investigation Herlands,
of New York City, has ascertained over
fifty acts of anti-Jewish vandalism and ter-
rorism in this city alone.

A few weeks ago a synagogue in Cleve-
land, O., was set afire.

The nation has literally been flooded
with vicious anti-Semitic poems and ditties
which have cropped up in practically every
state of the Union, have been posted on
bulletin boards of war plants, and have been
mailed to men in the armed forces.

Recently a booklet of biblical quotations
entitled “My Daily Reading from the Four
Gospels in the New Testament” was dis-
tributed to the Catholic soldiers in the
United States Army. This booklet, which
will be discontinued according to an an-
nouncement by General Arnold, Chief of
Chaplains of the United States, contains
vicious anti-Semitic as well as anti-labor
subheads and footnotes.

The House of Representatives has once
again become a forum for anti-Semitic
speeches, with very little resistance. The
chief offender has been Representative
Rankin. But he is not alone. Martin Dies
had defended the “right” of Americans to
be anti-Semitic and Cong. Ham Fish, echo-
ing Senator Nye and Senator Wheeler, has
defended ‘the “rights” of anti-Semites in
America.

With a few notable exceptions, like So-
cial Justice, the fascist anti-Semitic press
continues to circulate in the United States
quite freely. Gerald L. K. Smith’s The
Cross and the Flag, Dr. Gerald B. Win-
rod’s The Defender magazine and scores
of anti-Semitic publications continue to cir-
culate through the mails. It would be safe
to say that the number of publications which
actively peddle anti-Semitism is today some-
where in the vicinity of 100.

The Ku Klux Klan is active in numerous
states, South, West, and East.









Gerald L. K. Smith’s America First
Party, pro-fascist and anti-Semitic, has al-
ready expanded from Detroit into ten
states while the Coughlinites and various
other overt anti-Semitic groupings operate
actively.

During the recent hearings in Washing-
ton on the Chinese Exclusion Act the rep-
resentatives of the Mothers of America
appeared and engaged in anti-Semitic, anti-
Communist, and anti-alien speech-making.

I had the opportunity a few weeks ago
to read the report of a poll that was con-
ducted on the prevalence of anti-Semitism
in the United States. Some of the main re-
sults of that poll were published in a little
story in PM. You probably saw it. The
full report is much more illuminating than
the brief results given in PM. This was a
poll conducted on the principle of the Gal-
lup Public Opinion Survey, that is, a sam-
pling of various communities and social
strata, 2 method which, while by no means
infallible, has proven by and large to be
a very good indication of the actual state
of the public mind at any given moment
on any particular problem. This poll was
prepared not for publication but for the
private information of important people,
especially in Great Britain, and we may as-
sume that there is no conscious distortion in
it. It was a real, serious attempt to measure
the extent to which anti-Semitism has pene-
trated the United States. Well, the results
are astonishing and alarming. That investi-
gation showed that two-thirds of the popu-
lation of the United States have been seri-
ously affected by anti-Semitic propaganda
—two-thirds of the population of the
United States! One-third of the population
of the United States already shows itself
as a bearer of anti-Semitic ideas, and ten
percent of the population is actively anti-
Semitic.

These figures reveal that all of us have
seriously underestimated the degree of the
invasion of Hitlerism into this country.
When we keep in mind that there is such
wide prevalence of anti-Semitism in the
United States despite the fact that, as a re-
sult of the war, anti-Semitism is today a
political stigma identifying enemies of our
nation’s war effort, we have good cause
to be alarmed. This has become one of the
major problems of winning the war. It is
not a question which can be left for elimi-
nation to a protracted process of public edu-
cation over a period of generations. To-
gether with the issue of anti-Communism,
it has become a problem which must be
met by current public and governmental
policy which consciously takes control of the
situation.

Just as it has become necessary for win-
ning the war and for the unity of the nation
to eliminate the anti-Communist ideology,
which throws the seeds of disintegration
into our whole national effort, so it has be-
come necessary to place anti-Semitism out-
side the pale, to outlaw it and to have or-
ganized public and governmental action to
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control and eliminate this Hitlerite ideology
which is working for Hitler and which is
disrupting our war effort. Anti-Commu-
nism is not just the non-acceptance of the
Communist philosophy or program, it is
the theory that it is necessary to exclude
Communists from public life and to deny
them the ordinary rights of citizens. And
just as the elimination of anti-Communism
in the United States as a political ideology,
a political force, requires the acceptance and
inclusion of Communists in the general
democratic life of the country, so does the
elimination of anti-Semitism require the
positive, active, and unrestricted acceptance
of Jewish-Americans in the national life of
our country.

‘This has become a question which must
be placed on the order of the day not as
the problem of a particular group, not just
as the problem of the Jewish population.
It is a national problem. It is not even just
a problem of the progressives who must
combat reaction. It is a problem of the na-
tion, which must be solved as the price of
continued national existence. Our nation
cannot continue to live if it tolerates the
spread and penetration of these Hitler ideas
into the nooks and corners of the 130,-
000,000 population of the United States.

The adoption of a statute making anti-
Semitism a crime in the United States, as
it has been for twenty-five years in the
Soviet Union, is one of the necessary meas-
ures today. Not the only one, by any
means. By itself, it will not answer the
question; but as a part of, and as one of
the first parts of, the great social movement
to cleanse the country of this poison, it is
absolutely necessary not only for the sake
of human progress in general, but because
we cannot win this war without warring
against Hitlerism here at home. And that
means warring against anti-Semitism.

It is no accident that among the chief
leaders of the forces who are associated
with the present uprising against our war
effort, we find people who are tainted with
anti-Semitism, who have expressed it or
shown in one way or another sympathy
with it. It is not an accident that all of
them are also profiounced anti-Communists
in the most Hitlerian sense. One of the
most shameful aspects of the whole thing
is that Jewish circles are involved in it also.
We should not be surprised at this, of
course, because originally Hitler was even
able to find Jews to help him in the use of
anti-Semitism. Every nation has produced
its Judases.

BUT here in America today we have the

spectacle of degenerated, declassed, des-
perate, and hopeless elements being re-
cruited from the underworld for this kind
of work. We also have powerful, suppos-
edly public-spirited and respectable citizens
joining in the game. I want to mention one
prize example—David Dubinsky, president
of the International Ladies Garment
Workers Union, one of the Democratic

Party electors for Roosevelt in the State
of New York in 1936, a man whom even
Vice-President Wallace at a dinner a few
weeks ago spoke to affectionately as
“Dave,” a man who is looked upon by
many as one of the pillars of the labor
movement. After his leadership in the pro-
vocative exploitation of the Ehrlich-Alter
case, which led to the first break in the
unity of the United Nations between the
Soviet Union and the Polish government-
in-exile, Mr. Dubinsky emerged as a part
of the John L. Lewis cabal, organizing a
strike movement in America to break the
Roosevelt leadership of the war effort, to
prevent the opening of a second front which
will defeat Hitler in 1943, and to prepare
for an administration in the 1944 elections
which will make a negotiated peace with
Hitler.

When this understanding and explana-
tion of Dubinsky’s role today is outlined,
many people draw back and say, no, you
are exaggerating; you are resorting to
typical Communist name-calling and ex-
aggerations which have no relation to real-
ity; you may not agree with what Mr.
Dubinsky is doing, but no one can justly
accuse him of being for Hitler; no one can
accuse him of being against the President;
no one can accuse him of wanting to defeat
the United States in this war; and surely
no one can accuse him of anti-Semitism.

And yet as we dig into the record as it
exists in documents, we begin to find out
that Dubinsky over years has had connec-
tions with elements that were working with
Hitler, spreading anti-Semitism in the world
and in the United States; and that Du-
binsky has been a protector and a patron of
these people. I ran across it by accident
while checking up on Dubinsky’s role as a
conspirator against the Soviet Union in his
work with ‘the Jewish Labor Committee
which organized finances from this country
to create Hitler’s fifth column inside the
Soviet Union. In the process of that work
Dubinsky had associated himself with a

Earl Browder
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fascist by the name of Gregorieff, a man
who in Cuba was branded as a Nazi agent
and who, on coming to the United States,
joined fascist organizations in this country
in publishing appeals to the soldiers of the
Red Army to desert and refuse to fight
Hitler. And when The Hour, a responsible

research bulletin, tried to expose Gre- -

gorieff, Dubinsky and Minkoff and other

associates in the Jewish Labor Committee

provided Gregorieff with a lawyer to bring
suit for libel against The Hour to prevent
it from exposing his role in fighting for
Hitler against the Soviet Union. They pub-
lished a defense of Gregorieff in the New
Leader. 1 have not yet found it in the
Forward because 1 don’t read Yiddish; but

I am sure if somebody searches the file of
the Forward, he may also find the defense
of Gregorieff there.

And Gregorieff is a man with a long
record of anti-Semitic propaganda in the
Ukraine, in Austria, in Germany, in
Czechoslovakia, in Paris, and in the United
States, and a long-time associate of the
worst anti-Semites of the Ukrainian White
Guard in Europe and America. That s
where anti-Communism leads Jews—right

* into the midst of the anti-Semitic camp, just

as anti-Semitism inevitably leads right into
the center of the conspiracies against the
Soviet Union and the United Nations and
finally and inevitably against the United
States and specifically against the President.

It is no accident that Dave Dubinsky is
today one of the chief movers to bring
Lewis back into the AFL, a move which
everybody knows is a move designed to
throw the AFL into the opposition to the
Roosevelt administration and the opposition
against the war, into the camp of Hoover,
Vandenberg, Landon, and company, who
have their long established program for
collaboration between the United States
and Nazi Germany.

THIS is a broad outline of the preblem

as some of us see it; our task is to iden-

“tify the sources of .the anti-Semitic con-

spiracy, expose it and, by exposing it, de-
stroy its ability to do harm.

THE TRUTH ABOUT LOS ANGELES

HE so-called “zoot-suit” riots, which

I for almost two weeks terrorized the

Mexican and Negro communities of
Los Angeles, no longer make humorous
copy for some of the nation’s press.

First in Beaumont, and then in Detroit,
the enemy shed the transparent “zoot-
suit” disguise which diverted too many
commentators. And we all see what we
should long ago have seen in Los Angeles
—the pattern of an organized Axis con-
spiracy to open a second front of civil war
in the United States.

It is no longer necessary to argue the
point many honest patriots refused to face
two weeks ago—that the anti-Mexican out-
breaks in Los Angeles were no freakish,
“local” affair but on the contrary a dan-
ger signal to the whole nation. Yet the
Los Angeles events do have their special
local origins and significance, not isolating
them, but tying them in more closely to
the Axis grand strategy.

The main “local” factor in the Detroit
pogroms against the Negro people is the
fact that Detroit happens to be the heart
of our war productlon plants.

And the main “local” factor in the Los
Angeles anti-Mexican pogroms is that Los
Angeles happens to be the bridgehead to
all of Latin America. There are 215,000
Mexicans in the Los Angeles area—the
largest concentration anywhere in the
world outside of Mexico City itself. These
215,000 have 3,000,000 Spanish-speak-
ing cousins in other parts of the United
States and 130,000,000 in Latin America.

It was only recently that Presi-
dent Roosevelt made his historic visit to
Mexico, where he. said, “Our two coun-
tries owe their independence to the fact
that your ancestors and mine held the same
truths to be worth fighting for and dying
for. Hidalgo and Juarez were men of the
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same stamp as Washington and Jefferson.”

For a whole year the West Coast
enemies of Roosevelt and Wallace and of
our nation’s war policy have been prepar-
ing for the Los Angeles outbreaks. The
descendants of Hidalgo and Juarez have
been identified in the press, especially in the
Hearst papers, as “hoodlums,” “pachucos,”
“long-haired gangsters,” and ‘““zoot-suit
killers.” The first climax of this anti-Mexi-

‘can campaign came last August, with the

frame-up trial and conviction of seven-
teen Mexican-American boys in the Sleepy
Lagoon murder case. This was a dress re-
hearsal for the recent riots.

It was an official of the Los Angeles
sheriff’s office, Ed Duran Ayres, who in
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the course of the Sleepy Lagoon case
argued the Nazi theory of “biological
guilt.” To him the sons of Hidalgo and
Juarez, the compatriots of Cardenas and
Camacho, are “wild cats” who must be
caged, blood-thirsty killers incapable of al-
liance with the noble members of the
“Saxon race.”

And it was .this same Nazi race poison
which was voiced by the Los Angeles cops
as they egged American servicemen on to
beat up the “greasers” in the Los Angeles
streets.

The Axis conspiracy struck in Los An-
geles because there it could striké not only
at the domestic—but at the whole hemi-
sphere—front. There it could hope to un-
dermine that foundation of mutual respect
and equality laid down by the President
and the Vice-President—the only founda-
tion on which true hemisphere unity for
victory can be built.

The concept of Americanism proclaimed
by Vice-President Wallace, an American-
ism common to all the peoples of all the
Anmericas, was badly battered in Los An-
geles. In Los Angeles the Axis set out to
prove that President Roosevelt lied when
he said in Monterrey, “In the shaping of
a common victory our people are finding
that they have common aspirations. They
can work for a common objective.”

Los Angeles is not only the key to Latin
America, it is also a center for the Pacific
Firsters, the defend-California-from-inva-
sion boys whose military “strategy’’ leads
to a negotiated peace. And to the Pacific
Firsters we must look for the second spe-
cial, “local” aspect of the Los Angeles out-
breaks

HOOVER lives in California, and so does

Hearst. Martin Dies was out there,
attacking the Roosevelt administration and
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whipping up hysteria against the interned
Japanese, precisely at the moment when
the anti-Mexican pogroms were raging.

There are no Japanese now at large in
California. Most of the abandoned Japa-
nese truck farms have been taken over and
are being worked by Mexican labor im-
ported under the guarantees of the United
States-Mexican International Agreement.

The Pacific First maneuver was to
merge anti-Japanese with anti-Mexican
hatred. The Hearst press simultaneously
screamed of the imminent threat of a Japa-
nese invasion of California and the menace
to California citizens of the “zoot-suit”
gangs roving in “wolf-packs.”

As long ago as last September, Lieu-
tenant Ayres of the -sheriff’s office laid
the basis for the identification of our Mexi-
can allies with our Japanese enemies. By
a piece of anthropological legerdemain un-
equalled since Hitler “Aryanized” Tojo,
Ayres “proved” that Mexicans are really
“Orientals,” and recalled that Kipling said
East is East and West is West, etc.

A NEW attack on hemisphere unity and
in the zero hour for the European
second front, a last desperate try at divert-
ing us to the Far East—these were the
“local” reasons for the anti-Mexican po-
groms in Los ‘Angeles. These were the
special tasks of the California fifth col-
umnists, as the coal strikes were the special
business of John L. Lewis and the Negro
massacres of the Klan in Detroit.

These “local” factors merely emphasize
the need for fighting the California fifth
column on a national scale, for though the
riots are over the danger is by no means
past and it is a danger to the whole nation.

The answer to Hoover, Hearst, Dies,
and the rest of the Pacific Firsters is to

“carry forward immediately the official pol-

icy of invading Europe and destroying
Hitler and Hitlerism on the continent, this
year, in coalition with our British and
Russian allies. ‘

As for the specifically anti-Mexican
character of the Los Angeles riots and
their peril to hemisphere unity, the first
need is for greater clarity among public-
spirited Californians. Unfortunately, the
investigating committee appointed by Gov-
ernor Warren and headed by State At-
torney Robert Kenny missed the point in
its first report by failing to face squarely
the enemy-organized and nation-wide
nature of the conspiracy. Mr. Kenny, a
man of great intelligence, patriotism, and
integrity, can perform an outstanding ser-
vice to the country, if he will call on the
federal government to assist him in un-
covering and punishing the main organ-
izers of the conspiracy in California.

In California, as elsewhere, this is a job
requiring the full exercise of the President’s
broadest war powers. It is also a challenge
to Attorney General Biddle and the FBI.
Swift prosecution of the thirty-three sedi-
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tionists long ago indicted and never brought
to trial is essential. In addition, the native
fascists and enemy agents in the Los An-
geles police force should be prosecuted for
treason. And the ties between California
fifth columnists and the Sinarchists, the
Mexican arm of Hitler’s sabotage ring,
must be exposed.

Members of the Mexican Congress and
such anti-fascist leaders as Lombardo To-
ledano and Fidel Velasquez ~have long
been fighting Sinarchism on their side of
the border. For us, the fight against the
Sinarchists must take the form of fighting
our own fifth column, whose provocations
against the Mexican people in the United
States make all too plausible the Sinarchist
lie that this is a “Yankee imperialist war,”
and that the “gringos” are still  the main
enemies of the Spanish-speaking Americans.

Such men as President Camacho of
Mexico and Lombardo Toledano have
done our cause an outstanding service by
teaching their people to distinguish between
the American people and their leaders on
the one hand, and on the other the Ameri-
can enemies of America who are equally
the enemies of Mexico.

Their task is made much easier when
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we ourselves speak out, as CIO Pres.
Philip Murray did in his letter to
President Roosevelt. Calling on the Presi-
dent to punish the perpetrators of the Los
Angeles outrages, Murray wrote:

“Ostensibly this mob hysteria is vented
on youths wearing ‘zoot-suits.” Actually,
the violence that has occurred is the work
of a carefully planned campaign to stir up
disunity and racial hatred aimed at one
result, to give comfort to our enemies.”

The parallel action of Mexican and
United States labor, both correctly identi-
fying the enemy and characterizing the
outbreak as an Axis attack, is the most
hopeful augury that has come out of the
Los Angeles affair so far. But the heaviest
burden falls on us, above all on labor in
the United States. Only to the extent that
we uphold the dignity of our fellow citi-
zens of Mexican descent and fight against
our own fifth column will labor in Latin
America be able to say with conviction and
with confidence: Roosevelt and Wallace
truly speak for the people of the United
States.

Miss Bachrach is the executive secretary of
the Council for Pan-American Democracy.

"“Step up, Folks! See the famous Siamese triplets, Anti-Semitism, Anti-Communism,
and Anti-Negroism! They're colossal, they're fabulous, they're devastating!"
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Destruction in Congress

% THE majority of

Congress declared
its independence—of
responsibility to the
American people. In
an outburst of exhi-
, bitionistic  petulance,
both the Senate and the House refused even
to consider President Roosevelt’s veto of
the Smith-Connally labor-baiting legisla-
tion, and wrote this dangerous measure into
the statute books. They also banned food
subsidies without which price-control can-
not work.

What Congress did cannot but affect
the war effort. Now, as the CIO points
out, the labor movement must respond in
such a way as to reassert its understanding
of the people’s stake in the war. The labor
movement dare not allow provocation to
provoke. Presidents Murray and Green
have reaffirmed labor’s no-strike pledge. As
never before, all sections of the labor move-
ment must demonstrate their allegiance
to the Commander-in-Chief and the fight
for victory.

Congressional irresponsibility raises many
immediate problems. In one sense, the over-
riding of the veto was a victory for John
L. Lewis—the only consolation he salvaged
from the disastrous series of strikes he forced
on the country. Lewis, compelled to back
down, attempted to save his face after his
bluff against the government fizzled. Lewis
lost for the miners the opportunity to ad-
just legitimate grievances. By refusing to
use federal machinery set up to adjudicate
disputes, he greatly weakened the United
Mine Workers.

But he gained one point—the under-
mining of the War Labor Board, and the
consequent danger to the labor movement.
For this is exactly the threat inherent in
the passage of the Smith-Connally legisla-
tion. By forbidding CIO and AFL mem-
bers of the WLB to act in cases involving
their affiliates, Congress has to all intent
and purpose negated the function of the
Board, and imperiled its survival. Lewis
set out to smash the Board; the congres-
sional majority fell into the trap (aided by
the defeatists), and did Lewis’ dirty work.

To soME extent the Smith-Connally Act

developed from the failure of admin-
istration leaders to carry through the poli-
cies repeatedly enunciated by the President.
Justice Byrnes of the Office of War Mobi-
lization actually urged approval of the

anti-labor measure. Chester Davis, before
resigning from the War Food Administra-
tion, led a revolt against the President’s
stabilization program. Jesse Jones subtly
undermined the subsidies essential to price-
control. Prentiss Brown appeased the ap-
peasers in the House and Senate. Such sabo-
tage and weakness have prepared the way
for congressional hi-jinks. They form the
background of the report of the Kilgore

- subcommittee of the Senate Military Af-

fairs Committee, which warns of the deep
crisis on the home front, and restates
sharply the need for national unity and for
the planned use of our resources. The com-
mittee finds that Byrnes’ present course of
refusing to plan endangers OWM and
prevents the new agency from fulfilling
the tasks it was set up to do by the Presi-
dent. The Kilgore report, scoring the prev-
alent confusion of the domestic scene, un-
happily has been given added significance
by the defeatists in Congress who capital-
ized on just this confusion and lack of posi-

tive leadership to stage their Roman holiday -

of destruction last Friday.

In addition, Secretary Ickes mistakenly
made it easier for John L. Lewis to evade
the War Labor Board’s directives. Hesita-
tion to deal in the most forthright manner
with Lewis’ insurrection offered the defeat-
ists in Congress further talking points in
their campaign to stir up unreasoning hys-
teria among those members who vote the
way they think the wind is blowing. Presi-
dent Roosevelt repudiated appeasement of
Lewis by ruling out the latest “truce” so
arrogantly announced by the mine chief,
and tacitly accepted by Ickes. But vacilla-
tion in the past had already done its dam-

‘ age.

So much so, in fact, that the majority
in Congress was easily taken in by Lewis’
disruption and the tricks. of the defeatists.
The Smith-Connally act penalizes the en-
tire labor movement and the war effort be-
cause Lewis was out of line. It endangers
stable labor relations imperative for produc-
tion. The measure actually lays the base
for strikes rather than eliminating them.
“Far from discouraging strikes, these pro-
visions would stimu-
late labor unrest and
give government
sanction to strike agi-
tation . . .”, the Presi-
dent declared in his
veto message. ““The
heads of our military, naval, and production

agencies have testified that these provisions
are likely to be subversive of the very pur-
pose of the bill—uninterrupted production.”

The congressional majority forgot the
war, and turned its back on reality. It was
aided by the absence of some forty-odd

" members, a good portion of them from

New York, Chicago, and Pennsylvania,
who were committed not to override the
veto. These congressmen were bound for
a weekend at home. They were notified
on the train by their colleagues of the cru-
cial vote about to occur. They were too
lacking in understanding to sacrifice their
personal comfort to the nation’s good.

In the past fortnight, the majority of
Congress has shown a cynical disregard of
the people’s welfare. It has refused sub-
sidies, it has baited labor, it has undermined
the war agencies, it has encouraged infla-
tion. But the American people dare not
thumb their noses at Congress in retali-
ation for the way congressmen have
thumbed their noses at the people and the
war. Now more than ever it is imperative
to reaffirm support of the Commander-in-
Chief. Hard-headed action of the mobi-
lized people is the only answer to the de-
featists. It is the only way to force Con-
gress to pay attention to the war and its
necessities.

Old Guard Revue

HE National

Governors’ Con-
ference at Columbus,
0., last week seems
to have been con-
verted into a preview
“of the Republican as-
pirants for the presidential nomination.
Although Democratic state heads were
present, the Republicans crowded the plat-
form, uttered noisome phrases about the
horrendous administration in Washington,
and in general deported themselves like
schoolboys on a picnic. Governor Dewey
of New York came well prepared to make-
the headlines. His attack on the New Deal
was in characteristic vein. And while he
was again insistent that he was not a can-
didate next year, he is making certain that
no stone on the long road to the White
House is left unturned. It is just possible
(oh, how possible) that Mr. Dewey will
hear the call, feel the urgent pressure of
the Republican rank and file, and decide
that his solemn promise not to run has been
rescinded by clamoring millions—a clamor
which undoubtedly will be the product of
his strategists rather than reality.
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Mr. Dewey was forthright in his de-
nunciation of Washington’s handling of the
food crisis. Not a word, of course, did he
have against the Republican wrecking crew
in Congress who, just three days before
he spoke, voted to spike the OPA and
cripple the President’s subsidy plan. Mr.
Dewey was also of the opinion that Re-
publican foreign policy was a settled mat-
ter inasmuch as the hierarchs on the Re-
publican postwar advisory council were all,
without exception, for international -col-

laboration. Even the Republican New

York Herald Tribune called this as “an
excess of politeness” and an “overly nar-
row definition of isolationism.” A more
trenchant refutation is required: the Re-
publican hierarchy is drenched with isola-
tionism. The temper of the country, how-
ever, is such that it will not tolerate isola-
tionist programs. Mr. Dewey and his
friends know it and they are treading easy
lest the issue explode in their faces and re-
veal the ties between their reactionary for-
eign and domestic policies.

Governor Bricker of Ohio, who was
host to the conference and desires a change
of address to Washington, D. C., in 1944,
also knows how the wind blows and he too
came out for a postwar international or-
ganization. But as usual his remarks were
all fog and no substance. In fact, Mr.
Bricker is inclined to leave such matters
to the future, thereby escaping any com-
mitments now. The best that can be said
for him is that he is safely against sin and
heartily in favor of virtue.

Ally's Communique

FTYHERE has been

much  specula-~
tion regarding the
strongly worded ap-
peals for a second
front in Europe ex-
pressed in the special
June 22 communique from the Soviet
Union and Foreign Commissar Molotov’s
statement at the American Embassy in
Moscow. These appeals have been interpre-
ted as part of the psychological war against
the enemy; as indicating that no second
front agreement was actually reached at
Casablanca or Washington; or as express-
ing Russian dissatisfaction at the failure of
the British and Americans speedily to carry
out commitments, In our opinion much of
this speculation is beside the point.

The latter part of the Soviet commu-
nique contained these sentences: ‘“Every-
thing now depends upon the manner in
which our allies will exploit the favorable
situation by creating a second front in Eu-
rope, as victory over Hitlerite Germany is
impossible without a second front. . . . To
miss the opportunity afforded by the favor-
able conditions now prevailing for the open-
ing of a second front in Europe in 1943,
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That Is America
ﬁ MERICA has not entirely forsaken its gréafness in the hour of its shame.

The Detroit insurrection, the overriding of President Roosevelt's veto of
the Connally-Smith bill, the sabotage of the home front, the chaos and
confusion—all these are America. But as we celebrate this 167th anniversary
of our country's birth, we can point fo a great act reaffirming our national
heritage and enlarging our democratic faith—the Supreme Court decision in
the Schneiderman case. That too is America, the America that has givén
hope and leadership to millions throughout the world. =
It would be a mistake to regard this decision as affecting solely or even
primarily a naturalized citizen named William Schneiderman and the organi-
zation to which he belongs, the Communist Party of the United States. As
Wendell Willkie, who brilliantly argued the case before the Supreme Court,
pointed out, "fundamental American rights'" were at stake; their denial would
have set a precedent that would have imperiled the rights of many others.
And coming at this time, Justice Murphy's majority opinion becomes a weapon
in the war; it is, in truth, as Earl Browder stated, "a body-blow against the
bogey of Communism' in the same line as the dissolution of the Communist
International.™
Justice Murphy's opinion deals with two closely. related problems: whether
mere membership in the Communist Party was sufficient to invalidate citizen-
ship twelve years after it had been granted; and whether the Communist
Party in 1927, when Schneiderman was naturalized, was in fact an organiza-
Hon that advocated overthrowing the government by force and violence.
To the first question Justice Murphy replied with a categorical negative. To
the second his answer was that while various interpretations of the Communist
position have been made, "a tenable conclusion . . . is that the party in
1927 desired to achieve its purpose by peaceful and democratic means. . . ."
Justice Murphy could, if he had wished, have confined himself to the narrow
ground of the first of these questions, though that would have meant a weak
and precarious balance. By refusing to evade clear implications he converted

-what would have been a none too sturdy civil liberties decision into a major

political document of American democracy and of its war for survival.

Technically, Justice Murphy limited himself to ruling on the Communist
Party's position in 1927. Morally, however, the effect of the opinion is to strike
down the myths about Communism today and to undermine the premises of
Attorney General Biddle's ruling in the Bridges case, the activities of the Dies
committee, and Red-baiting within the labor and progressive movements. A
comparison with the Biddle ruling is particularly illuminating.

Biddle, in atempting to "prove' that the Communist Party advocates over-
throw of the American government by force and violence, lifted out of con-
text a passage in one of the great democratic documents of all fime, the
Communist Manifesto. Murphy, on the other hand, cited the fact
that "The Manifesto of 1848 was proclaimed in an autocratic Europe engaged
in suppressing the abortive liberal revolutions of that year. With this back-
ground, its tone is not surprising." ‘Biddle sought to make it appear that Lenin,
the George Washington of our great Soviet ally, was an advocate of violence.
Murphy, in contrast, quoted Lenin as writing that "in order to obtain the
power of the state the class conscious workers must win the majority to their
side. As long as no violence is used against the masses, there is no other road
to power. We are not blanquists, we are not in favor of the seizure of power
by a minority." Biddle stated flatly without bothering to offer proof: "The
Communist Party teaches the violent overthrow of existing governments, in-
cluding the United States." We have already quoted Murphy's contrary
conclusion. And he also cited the 1938 Constitution of the party which
"ostensibly eschews resort o force and violence as an element of party tactics.”

The opinion of the Supreme Court majority is conceived in the large
humanist spirit that has fed the springs of freedom from the beginning of
time. It offers a splendid opportunity to all Americans to join in lifting from
our country the incubus of anti-Communism which has divided our strength
and weakened our will. Though the opinion has been almost completely ignored
by the New York press with the exception of the Daily Worker, its meaning
will be stamped into the pattern of the America we love, the America that,
despite betrayal, shall stand in the company of the nations that are writing in
blood and torment a new declaration of independence for the world.
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to be late with the opening of it, would be
a serious setback for our common cause.
To delay the opening of a second front
against Hitlerite Germany would prolong
the war and would mean a colossal in-
crease in casualties. On the other hand, to
set up a second front in Europe during the
present year would bring the war to a
speedy conclusion and therefore would
mean a colossal saving of life for the anti-
Hitler coalition.”

These words, we believe, do not rep-
resent a complaint from our heroic ally;
they do not indicate a difference of opin-
ion in the anti-Hitler coalition or divided
counsels on strategy. They serve, rather,
to clarify and strengthen the plans for of-
fensive action reached by the leaders of the
United Nations, in much the same way
that Prime Minister Churchill’s speech be-
fore Congress a few weeks ago served that
purpose. The context of the entire special
Soviet communique lends weight to this
interpretation: the whole document is a
clear and outspoken analysis of the ‘two
years of ‘heroic fighting against the Nazis.
The analysis concludes that the might of
the German army has been fundimentally
shattered, that Germany’s capacity for
waging war has been definitely crippled.
A terrific struggle lies ahead to clinch the
victory; it can and must be won by the
- synchronized attack of the Allies to smash
the Hitler forces on the continent.

Our belief that firm second front de-
cisions were taken at Casablanca and fur-
ther refined at Washington and that no
serious differences of opinion now exist
among the leaders of the anti-Hitler coali-
tion does not mean that we can afford to
be complacent about the situation. On the
contrary, we have a tremendous struggle
on our hands, It is not a struggle to influ-
ence or change the second front strategy
of our high command. It is the struggle to
support their decisions, to enable them to
carry out the strategy speedily and efhi-
ciently.

Friction in North Africa

? IF BRfrISH -and
\\
by

American  repre-
sentatives had kept
out of the negotia-
tions, there was little
in the conflict be-
tween de Gaulle and
Giraud that could not have been settled or
resulted in a more satisfactory agreement
than has been reached at this writing. As
it is, the divisions between both men cut
deeper to the detriment not alone of the
French cause, but to Allied military plans
as well. There is no price too great to be
paid for unity grounded in the principle
of the quickest prosecution of the war.
What we have in Africa now, however,
are two French armies with two com-

manders and a reservoirr of trictron and
disillusionment over the harmful interfer-
ence by the Western Allies in French af-
fairs. We do not know how London and
Washington operated during the recent
weeks when the Committee of National
Liberation was organized. But it is more
than apparent that the flood of attacks
against de Gaulle by correspondents on the
spot and some commentators in this coun-
try, were intended to. reduce de Gaullist
influence and to prevent a purge of the
Vichyites who still retain positions of power
in the Giraud entourage. Those libels

directed at de Gaulle represent politics at '

their lowest levels; they represent the kind
of political thinking which gauges a man’s
convictions by the color of his necktie.
We do not doubt that personal tempera-
ment is involved in the North African pic-
ture. But anyone who exploits it is doing

the United Nations an incalculable disser--

vice. The issues are not de Gaulle’s “stub-
bornness” or the fact that Giraud leans
on a cane for support. At stake is the build-
ing of a democratic French Army and a
governing apparatus without the Vichyite
mongrels; at stake is the right of French-
men to resolve their own quarrels and
move on to the larger tasks that face them.
Otherwise Frenchmen will begin to sus-
pect, as some of them unquestionably do
already, that American lend-lease assist-
ance and British subsidies cannot be had
without the relinquishment of French sov-
ereignty. Allied intervention has given
Laval and the Nazi radio an opportunity
to proclaim the nonsense that American
and British intentions are to run the French
empire. We should be the last in the world
to create situations which our enemies can
use to their own profit.

Mr. Ernst's Specter

Moxxxs ErnsT, attorney for the Amer-

ican Civil Liberties Union, thinks
the principal conclusion to be drawn from
the dissolution of the Communist Interna-
tional is that the government ought to
crack down on the American Communists.
He says so out loud in a letter to the New
York Times. There are fascists and de-
featists who think the same, but that, Ernst
would insist, is pure coincidence. It is co-
incidence in the sense that Ernst is not
himself a fascist. He is merely one of those
warped Americans—their number is hap-
pily dwindling—whom hatred and preju-
dice have driven to echoing fascist ideas
under the mistaken notion that these serve
the cause of progress and democracy.

In two recent letters to the Times Earl
Browder has proposed that non-Commu-
nists join with Communists in helping to
lay the “specter of Communism.” Ernst
counters with the demand that the Com-
munist Party, unlike the Republican and
Democratic Parties, be compelled by law

to disclose its membership rolls and finan-
cial records. The effect of such discrimina-
tory treatment would be to revive the
Communist bugaboo just when the Com-
intern dissolution has greatly reduced the
bugaboo’s usefulness to Hitler. Ernst tries
to make it appear that there is something
anti-democratic, if not criminal, in the fact
that some Communists conceal their mem-
bership. What is anti-democratic are the
conditions that make this necessary. Con-
cealment is not a principle of Communism,
any more than it is of the resistance move-
ment in Europe, or of the Underground
Railroad in slavery days, or of the Ameri-
can trade unions whose members have
often found it necessary to conceal their
union affiliations from anti-union employ-
ers. Such concealment is a measure of self-
defense against reactionary persecution. If
Ernst wants to eliminate it in the case of
the Communists, why doesn’t he, instead
of aping the reactionaries, help remove its
causes by accepting Browder’s proposal?

Ernst also tries to build into something
horrendous and undemocratic Communist
“party caucuses held before organizational
meetings,” which have “instructed their
members how to vote.” It will be news
to most readers that the political caucus
is a Communist invention, alien to
American democratic life.
Were Ernst interested in
facts rather than ven-
geance, he would know
that caucuses were official-
ly banned by the Commu-
nist Party in 1938.

HILE Ernst’s attacks on the Ameri-

can Communists profess to be in the
interest. of better relations with Russia, he
is not too subtle at covering up his anti-
Soviet animus. His demand that the Amer-
ican Communist Party be “openly and
specifically repudiated by Stalin or his rep-
resentatives” would require the Soviet
leaders to interfere in the internal affairs
of this nation. And he compares this coun-
try’s appeasement of Japan prior to Pearl
Harbor with the fact that the USSR, in
line with Allied strategy, refuses to pro-
vide the Axis with a second front against
the United Nations by precipitating war
with Japan.

One might ask what entitles Morris
Ernst to set himself up as a judge of the
integrity and patriotism of others? Has his
experience as a collaborator of the Dies
committee peculiarly fitted him for this
task? And does his preoccupation with the
problem of concealment derive from the
secret conferences he held several years
ago with Martin Dies in an effort to direct
the work of his committee so as to spare
his own breed of summer soldier liberals?
As a lawyer Ernst must know that those
who accuse others must take care that they
come into court with clean hands.
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CHESTER DAVIS: WOULD-BE CZAR

Qur Washington editor’s dispatch below
was written before Chester C. Davis’
resignation as head of the War Food Ad-
ministration—an  event which we feel
gives even greater pertinence to Mr.
Mintor’s story.

Washington.
HE story heard here is that Chester

I C. Davjs, banker-“farmer” head of

the War Food Administration, has
threatened to resign if he doesn’t get his
own way.

Mr. Davis was appointed to carry
through the administration’s Food for Vic-
tory program, originally drawn up by
Secretary of Agriculture Wickard. Davis’
job called on him to expand and convert
agriculture to war needs, to eliminate
shortages of critical foods, to plan agricul-
tural production to meet the emergency.
He has done none of these things. Instead,
he has egged on the farm bloc in Congress,
knifed subsidies without which consumer
prices cannot possibly be rolled back as or-

"dered by the President, defied stated ad-
ministration policies, and weakened the
_stabilization program at every turn.

Not that Davis’ behavior comes as a
surprise. He took over the Food Adminis-
tration with a record of close collaboration
with the chiefs of the Farm Bureau Fed-
eration, the Milk Producers Federation
(Vice-President Wallace called this out-
fit “distributors disguised in overalls”), and
the other big producers’ associations which
run the lobbies in support of the farm bloc.
The bloc has consistently emphasized farm
production-as-usual at the expense of the
majority of farmers and consumers. Davis
was a poor choice for the job to begin
with. His appointment represented another
attempt to placate Congress, just as did
Prentiss Brown’s selection as head of OPA
when he replaced Leon Henderson. But
appeasement hasn’t worked, which comes
as no surprise at this late date. Actually,
the tactic of bargaining with the congres-
sional defeatists in the middle of the war
served only to embolden the Hoover Re-
publicans and the poll-taxers. They in-
terpreted administration concessions as
weakness, and promptly raised the ante.
The most recent fruit of this appeasement
was the House rampage over subsidies
and OPA appropriations—price-control
cannot be enforced unless the ban on sub-
sidies is lifted and the agency’s funds re-
stored.
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The fight now moves to the Senate.
The inflationists. count on the inabil-
ity of labor and the people to rally their
forces in time to win a reversal of the
House action. They depend on the con-
fusion already spread to frustrate attempts
to cancel out the House offensive. The in-
flationists have shown themselves willing
to try any trick—both the obviously ridicu-
lous and the subtly sly. Henry Steagall of
Alabama suggested that the way to stave
off inflation is to get rid of what he called
“fantastic cost of living figures,” evidently
on the premise that what the people don’t
know won’t hurt them, and that inflation
doesn’t exist so long as the people are not
familiar with the statistics. Ed O’Neal of
the Farm Bureau Federation contended
that subsidies are inflationary in themselyes,
because they lower prices to consumers,
saving money for the average person; the
savings, he said, are inflationary. Logically,
Mr. O’Neal must conclude that the only
way to prevent inflation is to inflate. Fred
Crawford of Michigan announced that
Congress can stop inflation easily enough
when it gets ready, but there was as yet
no need to take steps. He will undoubtedly
lock the barn door immediately on finding
it empty.

HESTER Davis has been somewhat more

cagey. About two months ago, he sadly
admitted that he “didn’t see how any
power on earth could roll back prices.”
Testifying before the Senate Agriculture
Committee, he refused to say yes or no to
subsidies, though he weighed his words
against them. “I don’t believe a general
system of subsidy as the chief implement of
holding this thing [inflation] down would
permanently cure the difficulty,” he re-
marked, thereby taking issue directly with
the President who pointed out that lower
prices depend directly on subsidy pay-
ments. Davis is always unhappily admitting
his inability to go along with the President
on any policy, though of course he was wise
enough to tell the Agriculture Committee:
“Now bear in mind that I am in this posi-
tion: The President’s hold-the-line order
is an order to me, and I am going to do
everything I can do to help carry it out
as long as I am in this position and that
order stands.” So far, this statement has
been the only comfort Mr. Davis has given
the President’s program. Now suddenly he
comes forward with the demand that he be
appointed food czar. To grant Davis com-

plete command of food would doom OPA
—for Davis is opposed to price-control,
roll-backs, subsidies, to any attempt, in fact,
looking toward stabilization. His interpre~
tation of what hold-the-line means is at
best flexible.

Mr. Davis’ record since he took over the’
Food Administration is revealing. He re-
fused to enforce ceilings on hogs or beef
cattle—prices on these essential commodi-
ties were allowed to rise unimpeded. He in-
creased the price of feed corn five cents a
bushel, directly violating the President’s
order against higher ceilings. He cancelled
the usual spring reduction of New York

milk prices, and he ordered higher milk

prices in Philadelphia and the District of
Columbia. He raised the 1943 ceilings for
dry beans, dry peas, peanuts, soy-beans,
and flaxseed. Almost every move by Davis
has swelled the cost of living.

ET what Davis has done counts less
than what he has failed to do. To
date, he has offered no plan to expand
food production. He has refused to push
the conversion of agriculture. He has ac-
complished none of the things he was
commissioned to accomplish. And after re-
fusing to exercise his authority as instructed
in the President’s executive order, he turns
around and uses his own failure as an ex-
cuse to belabor the administration. The in-
flationary gang in Congress echoes him,
expressing horror over the imminence of a
food shortage, screaming imprecations at
the administration for ‘“bureaucratic bun-
gling,” while for its part the gang thwarts
every move to convert, to encourage ex-
panded production, and to stabilize the
economy.
Lately Davis and his friends have hit on
a “cure” of one aspect of the food muddle.
Alarmed over the amount of grain used to
feed livestock, they urge that this grain go
directly into human consumption, not in-
directly by feeding it to animals, which in
turn are slaughtered for meat. This “revo-
lutionary” concept is another phony, an-
other evasion of the main need. Aside from
the very real problem of changing the na-
tion’s dietary habits overnight, the slick
formula is primarily a trick to transform
meat into a luxury food. If meat produc-
tion is reduced—such is the reasoning—
then price controls and rationing on meats
can be removed, prices can go up, and the
packers can make enormous profits on this
luxury item.
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Genuine solutions to food shortages are
far less dramatic. Agricultural conversion
necessitates incentive payments on essential
crops. Expansion will result only if proper
use’ is made of farm equipment, only if
loans and other forms of federal aid bring
new lands into cultivation, only if small
farmers are encouraged to get the most
out of their acreage. The farm bloc, the
congressional front for the powerful
minority of monopolists, sets about limiting
production rather than expanding it, de-
termined to squeeze out the smaller farm-
ers.
The bloc harps on the insuperable ob-
stacles to a'program of expansion, but these
obstacles are invariably the result of the
bloc’s resistance to planning. In Britain,
for example, tractors average 1,500 work
hours a year. In this country, tractors are
used less than 500 hours a year. Neverthe-
less, the farm bloc points to the “‘shortage”
of farm machinery. It urges a food czar
—Chester Davis, of course—without
whom it claims there can be no orderly
solution of agricultural difficulties. Yet the
bloc opposes subsidies just because they

‘mean control.

Shortly after the article: below was set in
type, dispatches from London reported that
the cabinet of the Yugoslav government-
in-exile has been reshuffled once more. The
wmclusion of Mikhailovich as War Minister
indicates that the cabinet change is make-
shift in character and offers no solution of
the issues Mr, Petrovich discusses or even
promuses that there will be a departure from
the disastrous policies pursued in the past.
There is reason to believe, however, that
the demands of the military situation in the
Balkans will force more thoroughgoing re-
vistons of the London group to conform
with the necessities of the anti-A xis struggle
within Yugoslavia and with the desires of
Yugoslavs living abroad. The latter in this
country have just formed a United Com-
mittee of American Croatians, Serbians,
and Slovenes under the presidency of Louis
Adamic—The Editors.

OM time to time reports from Lon-
Fdon tell of crises in the Yugoslav

government-in-exile. The most recent
of these dispatches (New York Times,
June 23) stated that no one “was brave
enough to predict the outcome of the
Cabinet tangle” which might “not be con-
sidered a crisis” by outsiders, whereas “to
those involved it was no exaggeration to

HERE'is no short-cut to planning. The

attacks on OPA and stabilization must
be seen for what they are-—attacks on
every attempt to prevent inflation. True,
Prentiss Brown has been weak, and has
failed to press a correct program to-com-
pletion. But the answer to vacillation in
the past cannot be abandonment of the
fight against inflation, but rather more

" vigorous action. The Lewis insurrection

has been nurtured by congressional refusal
to give substance to President Roosevelt’s
seven-point program. The President recog-
nized ‘the need for planning when he set
up the Office of War Mobilization, but
Chester Davis has ignored this directive,
Justice Byrnes, heading OWM, has yet to
exercise his full powers; he still talks of
settling disputes between agencies, but does
not mention the duty to provide planned
direction to the war economy. The food
crisis, the price-control, and subsidy crisis,
are clearly within his domain. When Con-
gress revolted under the leadership of the
unprincipled few, Byrnes failed to step in,
but allowed the initiative to remain in the

“hands of the defeatists.

In the end the responsibility rests with

use this word.” ‘

Students of the old Hapsburg mon-
archy’s method of Fortwursteln—the
technique of getting by with all sorts of
miserable makeshifts while merrily gliding
toward the abyss to'the accompaniment of
the “Blue Danube” waltz—observe now
how the Yugoslav government in London
has mastered the fine art of muddling
through without resolving a single impor-
tant issue. How could it be otherwise with
a government setup consisting mainly of
elderly politicians and ambitious officers
out of touch with the people back home
and their present struggles.and aspirations?
Only a small minority of the members of
the last government-in-exile (purged six
months ago of such able. younger men as
Sava Kosanovich) understood the critical
questions of Yugoslav unity, of the need
to democratize the diplomatic apparatus,
and the urgency of inaugurating an intelli-
gent foreign policy instead of the stupid
one practiced today which consists of at-
tacks on Great Britain and the USSR.

The leader of this minority was Milan
Grol, head of the Serbian Independent
Democratic Party. Grol is a man with some
experience in bringing about a working
coalition of the democratic forces of all
three national branches—the Serbs, the

the people, in particular with the labor
movement. For the past weeks organized
labor has responded powerfully. It has now
been given a new perspective with the for-
mation of a House coalition headed by Rep-
resentatives Scanlon, McMurray, Holifield,
and Marcantonio to fight for consumer
protection, subsidies, price-control, demo-
cratic rationing. Supported by almost forty
other win-the-war congressmen, this bloc
can form the nucleus for a real fight for
stabilization. So far, administration spokes-
men in Congress have lacked unity, ag-
gressiveness, a clear-cut position in the face
of minority attacks. The new coalition can
overcome this inadequacy.

Chester Davis is sly, the farm bloc is
unprincipled, the defeatists are resourceful.’
But they offer the people nothing. In a
principled fight, with the labor movement .
behind the Commander-in-Chief, the in-
flationists are licked. For they cannot gain-
say the simple fact that only a stabilized
economy can assure a profusion of tanks
and planes, ships and guns, food and raw
materials, to the nation and to the armed
forces as they take the offensive for
victory.

YUGOSLAYV CABINET CRISES

Croats, and the Slovenes. But unfortunate-
ly Grol is not much of a fighter, and his
colleagues in the minority are often dis-
trustful of each other. They are also de-
pendent on the finances. controlled by the
reactionary clique” of diplomats and mili-
tary men with a Greater Serbian orienta-
tion. '

The Mikhailovich jssue is only one of the
great obstacles hampering the activity of the
Yugoslav government. Despite the energy
expended in glorifying this fraud by ar-
ranging exchanges of congratulatory tele-
grams or decorations, even those Yugoslay
politicians who supported Mikhailovich for
a long time are today convinced that he is
a liability. A dispatch from Washington by
the Overseas News Agency (May 9,
1943) based on very good information pic-
tures the situation as follows: “High Brit-
ish and American circles believe it a mis-
take of the Yugoslav government-in-exile
ever to have made guerrilla chieftain Draja
Mikhailovich Minister of War, but see al-
most insuperable difficulties in eliminating
him now.” These difficulties are described
in the last paragraph of the dispatch:
“Eliminating Mikhailovich from the Cabi-
‘\net now would be equivalent to admitting
charges that he has sold out to the Axis.
That would reflect on the entire Yugo-

18



slav government-in-exile. The Yugoslavs Dimitrije Lyotich, is also a first cousin of

have so few capable politicians outside the
country that the cabinet cannot be changed
or reshuffled. Men tainted by the admis-
sion that Mikhailovich’s elimination would
imply could count on little respect from
other governments.”

Here, it 'seems to me, is the whole story
of the Yugoslav government crisis. It
is only the admission of Mikhailovich’s
treason that is feared. The fact itself is no
longer denied. In order to save the few
“capable” politicians—those who are capa-
ble of carrying on in the Darlan-Rackie-
wicz manner—nothing must be changed.
And the formal respect of other govern-
ments is, of course, put infinitely higher
than the respect of the Yugoslav national
groups in the United States and the Near
East. As to the sentiments of Yugoslavs in
this country, the largest newspaper of that
national group, the Yugoslav Herald, spoke
up on Oct. 8, 1942, and has repeated its
statement from time to time since then.
The Herald observed that to “hundreds of
thousands of Americans of Yugoslav
origin, the presence of Ambassador Fotich
in Washington is sufficient proof that the
Yugoslav government in London has
chosen to stay in exile.”

Ambassador Fotich is indeed one of the
powers behind the scenes who has con-
stantly driven the Yugoslav government
toward a policy of national disunity by
fostering a program of Greater Serbian
domination over the Croats and Slovenes,
by advocating reactionary social, and eco-
nomic ideas, and by anti-Soviet intrigue.
Fotich is able to exert tremendous pressure
because of his diplomatic status and his
control over financial affairs.

For his sinister role, Fotich has all the
necessary schooling and experience. He was
made Yugoslav ambassador by the regime
of Prince Pavle, ardent Axis friend and
chief fifth columnist of his country. But
this is only one item in Fotich’s record,
The Yugoslav Herald, in the same article,
I quoted above, devotes some attention to
both the ambassador and his wife. “Kon-
stantin [Fotich]
Serbia, and Tatjana von Zurunich [his
wife] in Vienna. While Gavrilo Princip
and his friends were preparing and deliv-
ering blows which finished the Hapsburg
Empire, Tatjana’s father was an Austrian
spy—a Serbian quisling. In von Zurunich’s
house, German was the spoken language,
for Serbian smelled too much of cattle. . . .
Konstantin Fotich, a young secretary of
the Serbian legation in Vienna, was fas-
cinated by Tatjana’s visiting card, which
read ‘von Zurunich,” and Tatjana was fas-
cinated by Fotich’s Byzantine origin. . . .”
The article in the Herald goes on to point
out the fact that the leaders of the pro-Nazi,
anti-Semitic movement in Serbia are re-
lated to Fotich. The head of the Serbian
quisling movement, Nedich, is Fotich’s first
cousin. The leader of the Serbian fascists,
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was born in Shabats,

Fotich. Fotich’s brother, Milan, is secretary
to the quisling Nedich. Mrs. Fotich’s
sister is married to Adolph Cuvaj, one of
the chief economic advisers to the Croatian
fuehrer, Pavelich. The Herald concludes
its remarks with these words: “All these
people are violently anti-Yugoslav, anti-
democratic. They hate the America of
Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln
and Franklin Delano Roosevelt.”

No lesser foes of a democratic Yugoslav
policy are the three members of the mili-
tary cabinet of the young and totally in-
experienced king. These men, who took a
leading part in the coup of March 1939,
which overthrew the pro-Axis government
of Prince Pavle, have ever since followed
a policy of a narrow, Greater Serbian na-
tionalism. They have supported Mikhailo-
vich despite his dealings with the Italians
and with Nedich, and despite his treacher-
ous attacks on the Yugoslav Partisans. In
Mikhailovich they see a means of promot-
ing a Greater Serbian orientation at the
end of the war. They hope that a situation
similar to one in 1918 will arise. Then the
existence of a Serbian army forced upon
the Croats and Slovenes a union under
Serbian hegemony. And it was with the
knowledge and support of the Greater
Serbian camarilla in London that Mikhai-
lovich sent his lieutenant, Dangich, to ne-
gotiate a pact with certain Moslem poli-
ticians—fascist-minded men who had com-
mitted treason by helping the Nazi invad-
ers and who have been the backers of every
reactionary government in Belgrade. And
finally it was on information provided by
the military cabinet and members of the
Greater Serbian circle that the press in
England ‘and America was fed with lies
about the Yugoslav Partisan movement and
Mikhailovich’s phony victories.

But all the frantic efforts of the mem-

bers of the military cabinet have not’

kept the truth from trickling through the
wall of censorship and falsehood. Today
the government-in-exile does not dare deny
that the Yugoslav Partisans represent the
real patriotic forces within the country.
The excuse given for keeping Mikhailo-
vich in the government is that he has an
international reputation as a ‘“hero,” and
that he is “really only a little bit of a
traitor” as one of the Yugoslav officials
in London put it rather cynically—con-
ceding with an uneasy laugh that this story
resembles the one about the girl who was
only a little bit pregnant.

Unless there is a genuine transformation
of the government to uncompromising
Yugoslav democratic unity, there is little
prospect that the present crisis will be
solved. The politicos in London will
muddle on, constantly -hampered by inter-
nal strife, by the unresolved Mikhailovich
issue, and by their incapacity to build a
policy of friendship with the Soviet Union.
Unfortinately the Americans and the
British have done very little to help. As a
matter of fact, London and Washington
policy with regard to the French has evoked
little confidence in the ranks of demo-
cratic Yugoslavs., Meanwhile, with the in-
vasion of southern and southwestern- Eu-
rope becoming a possibility in the imme-
diate future, the existence of the Yugoslav
muddle seriously threatens to deprive the
Allies of a major military asset. The Axis
is using every opportunity to stir up trouble
in the ranks of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes
and is exploiting the Yugoslav issue in the
same way it has used the Polish one—to
disrupt Allied unity by presenting the Mi-
khailovich-Partisan struggle as a fight be-
tween the Anglo-American end of the
coalition and the Soviet Union. In reality,
however, the only loser would be the Axis
if the Western Allies unequivocally inter-
vened in favor of democratic Yugoslav
unity. PeTarR PETROVICH.
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THE MAN WHO BOMBED BERLIN-II

Soviet Pilot Sasha Molodchy continues the diary of his experiences in the 'war against Hitler. ...

The flight that ended in a forced landing—and a title of honor.

cr. 14, 1941: Bombed motorized
O columns. Sergei jotted down in a
notebook the number of trucks
with infantry, tanks, planes and airdromes,
cars and locomotives bombed by us. He is
vexed when it is difficult to make an entry
of a bombed objective. For instance, when
the explosive hits a railway station—what
"was damaged there? How many were
killed by the explosion? For how long was
the station put out of commission? What
entry can be made? It is a riddle, not facts
pure and simple.

October 22: On an important assign-
ment in the Northwest. Made particularly
_thorough preparations for the flight. And
then something went - wrong with the
night motor. It let off smoke and began to
spit fire. I tried to extinguish the fire by

gliding. But it is no easy matter executing

stunts with 2 bomb load and I just wasn’t
successful. Fire crept from the motor to
the plane, setting the wings ablaze. Smoke

began to come into the cockpit. I gave the.

navigator an order to drop the bomb load.
We were still flying over our own terri-
. tory. The explosives landed in a peatbog.
I turned back. ‘The plane was enveloped
in flames and began to lose height. I rapped
out an order to the crew: “Bail out.”
Vasilyev and Panfilov jumped.

“You will also bail out, Sasha?” asked

Kulikov.

“No, I'll land and try to save the
plane,” I answered. v

“The gasoline tanks will explode and
you’ll be burned to death.”

“We'll see.” _

“I am with you,” comes from Sergei.
“We may just as well burn together. I am
not going to leave you alone in a plane.”

“Navigator Kulikov, I order you to bail
out immediately!” I yelled at the top of
my voice. “I’ll have you tried for disobey-
ing orders.”

Sergei repeated my order, but again
asked, “And how about you, Sasha?”
“Jump and don’t argue,” I said. The
navigator bailed out at the altitude of 180
meters from the ground.

So this was the forced landing which
the navigator told me about in the first
days of our acquaintance. I started look-

ing for a place to land but could find noth-:

ing suitable. The particular area presented
nothing but forest brushwood and hills.
And behind me was the peatbog. There
was no time to lose; the tail was burning,
and the plane listing. I managed to get as
far as a small meadow. My clothes began
to burn. I landed near a hayrick but was
unable to avoid the wing’s hitting the damn
thing. The plane spun and blood rushed

20

forth from my cut temple. I opened the
cockpit and crawled along the burning
machine to the ground. There was no
hope of extinguishing the flames. I crawled
to one side. A minute later the gasoline
tanks exploded, just as Sergei had pre-
dicted. A column of black smoke leaped
skyward from the plane, which was burn-
ing like a torch. I gritted my teeth, hardly
able to restrain my tears. -

When Kulikov, Panfilov, and Vasilyev
appeared on the scene they were a pretty
awful, sight—one solid cake of mud from
head to toe. The poor fellows had fallen
right into a non-frozen swamp. They were
wet to the skin and I can just imagine
how cold they must have felt. I proposed
that they strip and dry their clothes over
the smoldering remnants of the plane.

“We’re okay,” came from Panfilov,
with his teeth chattering from the cold.
“But you, how do you feel? You didn’t
break your legs did you? Thank God.”

They bandaged my head. Two village
lads came up to us. It appears that we
landed in a Rostov district, Yaroslavsky
region. The boys invited us to go to the
village with them. It was filled with many
evacuated Leningrad people, among them
the doctor. She bathed and dressed the
wound and prescribed three days in bed. I
was eager to get to Norder and head for
our airdrome. “In the name of the Soviet
government I forbid you to move, Com-
rade Junior Lieutenant”—this from the
doctor.

We sent a telegram to regimental head-
quarters giving our bearings and asking
that a plane be sent to pick us up. I was
put to bed on top of a Russian oven. The
room was crowded with collective farmers
who had come with milk, cream, and eggs,
which they were eager to treat us to.
Every one of them insisted on our tasting
his “offering.” Members of my crew were
seated around the table, their faces as red
as beets, moving their jaws with the great-
est difficulty. “Comrade Commander,” re-
ported Aerial Gunner Vasilyev, “We’re
simply perishing from hospitality. If you
can please save us—" On the following day
the colonel himself came for us in the
Douglas plane. I was at a loss to under-
stand the reason for this honor—the com-
mander himself picking up the wrecked
crew. But we were not kept guessing long.
It appears that yesterday a decree presi-
dium, Supreme Soviet USSR, was publish-

~ed, decorating the crew with the govern-

ment orders. The title of Hero of the So-
viet Union has been conferred on me and
the Order of Lenin and the Gold Star that
come with it. Navigator Kulikov has been
awarded the Order of Lenin, Panfilov too.

The collective farmers turned out to
wish us a happy landing. At our airdrome
we were met by friends who gave us a
rousing welcome and showered us with
congratulations. All night long they waited
up for us, highly disturbed at our non-
appearance. Many of them considered the
crew lost, and some actually drank to the
peace of our souls.

October 29: We're off on “doubles” to
receive a new type of plane. The crew is
dissatisfied—again we are being shipped to
the rear. I feel as if I'd been given a dis-
ciplinary ‘reprimand. We were depressed
as we took our respective places in the
plane; one would have thought we were
going to a funeral. Our one and only con-
solation is that the new plane will be better
than the old one and we will be able to
make up for lost time in it.

November 2: Received new machine.

November 6: Heard Stalin’s speech over
the radio. It is difficult to convey my im-
pression. We stood around loud-speakers
with bated breath, afraid to miss a single
word. What sagacity and strength were
expressed in this speech, what a sober esti-
mate of the war! He doesn’t make the
slightest attempt to conceal the gravity of
the situation at the fronts, and at the same
time shows the inevitability of defeat of
the Germans. His voice is clear and dis-
tinct. He speaks in an even rhythm, but in
this outward calm great explosive energy is
hidden, fiery passion that reaches us, kin-
dling our whole being.

November 10: The ins and outs of the
new bomber have to be learned. “Well,
boys,” I say to the crew, “we’re going to
get busy learning all about the new plane
and we’re going to do it round the clock.
For twenty days I forbid you #o go to
theaters, movies, concerts, to go visiting or
receive visitors, in general, no entertain-
ments of any kind and that’s all there is
to it.”

“May we take our girls out occasional-
ly?”—this from Vasilyev in a very meek
tone. “Nothing of the kind,” T reply. “The
girls will have to wait until after the war.”
“All right,” sighs the navigator, “we have
no objections.,”

November 28: Today I received the
certificate of Hero ‘of the Soviet Union,
the Order of Lenin, and the Gold Star.
Also the navigator, aerial gunners, and
wireless operators were presented with their
government decorations. At the presenta-
tion ceremony there was so much I wanted
to say: what I think about war, about our
enemies, about duty to country. But I was
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so excited, and the net result was I
couldn’t remember a thing. My mind was
blank and my heart beat like a hammer. I
found it difficult to breathe. On receiving
the high award all I was capable of saying
was ‘“Thank you.” In the evening there
was a banquet at which many fine toasts
were made.

December 2: We have been transferred
to a new base. From here we are to fly to
the frontline airdrome, to our unit. It is
non-flying weather—cloudy, snowing day
and night. The chief of the airdrome,
Major Govorukh, is a very likable person,
but he doesn’t permit us to take off on
flights. You see, “he is obliged to spare his
skilled flyers.” For three days we have
been waiting for flying weather.

December 5: Rotten luck. Again we are
being sent to Moscow to one of the air-
craft plants where we are to test new avia-
tion instruments. We leave without the
slightest enthusiasm.

December 10: The testing of instru-
ments is running smoothly according to
schedule. We shower the colonel with
telegrams. The answer invariably is that
every dog has his day.

December 20: Our armies in the West
and South launched an offensive at the
beginning of December. The Germans
suffered a bitter defeat at Moscow. The
terse, laconic words of the Soviet Informa-
tion Bureau communiques about our vic-
tories sound like music. We are in high
spirits.

December 31: We meet the New Year
1942. Summarize results of fighting for
past few months.

Jan. 15, 1942: Returned to regiment
and am back in action. Off to bomb a rail-
way bridge during the day. The weather
was fine and we had a clear view of our
target. The navigator dropped a 1,000-
kilogram explosive and missed. Blast it. We
turned back feeling as mad as they come.
We are silent all the way.

January 18: Again we took off to bomb
the same bridge. AA gunners met us with
a hail of fire. We slipped through without
dropping our load. What’s to be done? We
are not a dive bomber. Nevertheless, we
decided to dive. At an altitude of 1,000
meters from the ground we went into a
dive. The ground rushed up to meet our
plane. Three hundred meters, 200 meters
off the ground.

“Sasha!” yelled the navigator. “It’s not
the bridge we want. Confound it!”

I brought the plane out of the dive and
broke through the fire of the AA guns.
“What the heck do you think you’re do-
ing?” I asked the navigator. “Do you
think diving is a joy ride?” “Sorry, Com-
rade Commander,” replied Sergei meekly.
We started looking for the “bridge” and
found it. Once again we dived and when
200 meters from the ground dropped a
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special delayed action bomb. We flew two
kilometers away from the target. Explo-
sion near the bridge but it remained stand-
Ing intact.

“Sergei,” I shouted, “I’m beginning to
be disillusioned about you. You wasted a
ton of explosives. I can understand you
missing your mark once—but twice in suc-
cession—that’s going a bit too far!” “It’s
easier to tame a tiger than to bomb these
bridges,” came the navigator’s grumpy
voice through earphones. “Tomorrow I’ll
have another go at it. If I don’t hit my
target I'll hand in my resignation. You
better start looking for another navigator.”

But we weren’t given another chance
to get at that “fatal” bridge. It was de-
molished by Junior Lieutenant Caranin,
who came in our wake. Our gasoline feed-
er was broken by a shell splinter. With
great difficulty we reached our territory and
made a forced landing.

January 24: A leading group of nine
planes went in the direction of a town
where, according to data supplied by scouts,
some 200 German bombers were concen-
trated for a raid on Moscow. We emerged
over our target from under the sun. The
enemy was taken completely by surprise.
AA guns went into action only after Sergei
had already dropped his stick of bombs. All
nine planes deployed over their target. Our
job done, I flew over the airdrome again
to see the results of our handiwork. Every-
thing was burning on the ground. Up to
twenty Junkers were smashed. The air-
drome was put out of commission for some
time to come. The German airmen and
mechanics scattered through the field. Our
bombs gave them a good dose of machine
gun fire. As the guns were furiously bark-
ing away, the left motor of my plane was
damaged by a shell splinter.

The plane began to lose speed. The nine
planes waited for me and acted as a cover,
flanking me on both sides. Leaving enemy

territory behind, I landed in-an emergency

airdrome. Later information revealed that
the raid interrupted a funeral service that
was being held on the premises by the fly-
ing personnel, for some killed German ace.
The whole officers’ corps was present,
Forty air officers were killed. .

January 25: I'm working at the table,
Sergei is lying on the divan and is reading
some kind of old book in a green cover.
Suddenly he jumps up and begins to read
in a loud pompous voice as if he were ad-
dressing an audience of a thousand people:
*“ ‘Indeed, to place millions of people, the
flower of the intelligentsia, scientists, even
geniuses at the mercy of the caprice and
arbitrariness of one individual who, in a
fit of merriment, madness, intoxication, or
love will without hesitation sacrifice every-
thing for his exalted imagination, will
squander the wealth of the country, ac-
cumulated by the people, will compel thou-
sands of men to die on the field of battle—
all this seems to me to be a monstrous mis-
take.”” “Now what do you think of that?”

“Splendid,” T agree. “It’s about Hitler,
isn’t it?”

“You’ve guessed right and how!” Ser-
gel goes into peals of laughter. “And the
story is Les Aventures d’un Parisien.”

Rather confused I also begin to laugh.
“Recently I delivered a short lecture on
Hitlerism,” states Sergei. “I was asked why
does Hitler burn classics? I replied
that fascism is the enemy of culture in gen-
eral and so on and so forth. Now if I had
read this page then T would have been able
to drive home my point more clearly. Why
this hits the nail right on the head as re-
gards the maniac Adolf. In every classic
he finds something against himself. Flying
into a fury he ordered them all burned.”

Sergei jotted down the quotation, and
paced up and down the room whistling an
aria from Carmen. g

Sasua MovropcHy.

"A Present for Hitler!" from Soviet fighter Sergeant Korneiko.
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AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY POET

Philip Freneau, whose verses inspired the soldiers of Lexington and Concord, and sang the promise
of Jeffersonian democracy. A defender of the rights of all mankind.

ley in The Patriots and Howard Fast

in Citizen Tom Paine neglect the
friend and co-worker of Jefferson and
Paine, “The Poet of the American Revo-
lution,” Philip Freneau. Selection in a work
of art is of course as desirable as it is in-
evitable; no play, no novel, can include
everything and everyone. But in the Kings-
ley play and the Fast novel, particularly in
view of their thoughtful and progressive
character, I felt that a valuable opportunity
was lost to link the name of Freneau with
that of his democratic compatriot. In ex-
plaining this impression I hope to suggest
the significance of Philip Freneau on this
anniversary of our independence.

The Patriots deals with the critical years
of the young Republic from 1790 to 1800,
the decade of great struggle between the
conception of a monied oligarchy and that
of a people’s government. Hamilton and
Jefferson were the two leaders, the Fed-
eralists and the Republicans the two par-
ties, that carried forward this conflict, the
outcome of which was to determine the
entire course of the nation. Each side had
a voice, a newspaper. The organ of the
Federalists was John Fenno’s Gazette of
the United States; it was a paper, wrote
Jefferson, “of pure Toryism, disseminat-
ing the doctrines of Monarchy, aristocracy,
& the exclusion of the people.” In The
Patriots, Kingsley properly introduges John
Fenno as the journalist hireling of Hamil-
ton, who used pseudonymous masks in the
Federalist paper to slander Jefferson.

But the newspaper battle was by no
means one-sided, as the play would indi-
cate. From 1791-93 Republican senti-
ments were twice a week expressed with
superb energy, idealism, and wit in the
pages of The National Gazette, editéd by
Philip Freneau. “His paper,” wrote Jef-
ferson, “has saved our constitution, which
was galloping fast into monarchy, & has
been checked by no means so powerfully
as by that paper. It is well and universally
known, that it has been that paper which
has checked the career of the mono-
crats, . . .” So effective was Freneau’s
paper that it became the major target of
Federalist abuse. Hamilton accused Fre-
neau of being “the pensioned tool” of
Jefferson, since the poet-editor was earn-
ing the princely sum of $250 a year as
clerk for foreign languages in the Secre-
tary of State’s office. President Washing-

IT Is regrettable that both Sidney Kings-
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ton, who as Jefferson noted in an illu-
minating phrase was “not sensible of the
designs of the [Federalist] party,” brought
the question of The National Gazette be-
fore a cabinet meeting, complaining that
““That rascal, Freneau, sent him three
copies of his paper every day as if he
thought he would become the distributor
of them. . . .” The President hinted to
Jefferson that he should interpose with
Freneau, and Jefferson answered: “But I
will not do it.”

To the Federalists, Freneau was an “in-
cendiary,” like his old roommate at Prince-
ton, James Madison.” This favorite term
of abuse, closely followed by such epithets
as “democrat” and “Jacobin,” was actual-
ly a proud title. It designated nothing but
an uncompromising desire to carry out the
wonderful promise of the Revolution. In
the very first number of The National
Gazxette Freneau wrote with poetic fervor:

From the spark that we kindled, a flame
has gone forth

To astonish the world and enlighten
mankind.: :

With a code of new doctrines the universe
rings,

And Paine is addressing strange sermons
to kings.

For in the French Revolution, Freneau
saw the extension on an international scale
of the great principles which lay behind
our own struggle for freedom. The titles
of Freneau’s poems in this period tell the
story of his faith: “On the Fourteenth of
July,” “On the French Republicang”
“Ode to Liberty,” “Demolition of the
French Monarchy.” Like that other cou-
rageous American poet of the period, Joel
Barlow, Freneau did not share the some-
what confused attitude toward the French
Revolution reflected in both T'he Patriots
and Citizen Tom Paine. Barlow wrote his
Aduvice to the Privileged Orders, Freneau
his Oz False Systems of Government:

How can we call those systems just

W hich bid the few, the proud, the first,
Possess all earthly good;

W hile millions robbed of all that’s dear

In sience shed the ceaseless tear,
And leeches suck their blood. . . .

To a Hamilton, a John Adams, a Henry
Knox, to these and others whom he merci-
lessly lampooned in his verse of the period,
Freneau was indeed an “‘incendiary,”
hitting out against Negro slavery, preach-
ing the Rights of Woman as well as of
Man, advocating reason and science and
“the great family .of mankind,” and ap-

Earliest American battle for independence, in which Crispus Attucks, American Negro, was the
first to lose his life.
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pendlng lines like the following to Mr.
Paine’s Rights of Man:

Once more shall Paine a listening world
engage:

- From Reason’s source, a bold reform he
brmgs,

In raising up mzm/emd he pulls down
kings,

Who, source of di:cora’, patrons of all
wrong,

On blood and murder have been fed too
dong) .

Now driven to wars, and now oppress’d
at home,

Compelld in crowds oer distant seas to
roam,

From Indid’s climes the plundered prize
to bring

To glad the strumpet, or to glut the
king. .

Assuming the pen name Peter Slender, he
tacked on the title O.S.M. to mimic the
Federalists’ pretensions to nobility. Only
his title stood for “One ‘of the Swinish
Multitude,” and he wrote ironically

Your mouth was made for rye or barley
bread ;
What claims have you to halls of state,
W hose” business is to stand and wait,
Subservient to command?
W hat right have you. to white-bread, su-
perfine,
Who were by nature  desin’d for
swine”—
As said good Edmund Burke, ‘
The drudge of Britain’s dirty work,
Whose mighty pamphlets raus’d the royal
band.

‘,‘

So . much, in brief summary, for the

Freneau who in the critical decade before

Jefferson’s election championed -

A wast Republic, fam’d through every
clime,
Without a king, to see the end of time.

But this is only the second half of a rich
career which began a quarter century be-
fore at Princeton, where the poet wrote
with H. H. Brackenridge a commence-
ment poem, “The Rising Glory of Amer-
ica.” Written in 1771, when Freneau was
only nineteen, this work is imbued with
that sense of free nationhood which was to
be the poet’s dominating passion. Still
thinking in terms of colonial dependency
on Britain, it is nevertheless prophetic of
the great events that were so soon to come,

Of Patriots plac’d in eqwal fame with those
Who nobly fell for Athens or for Rome.

At Princeton under President. Wither-
spoon, Southerners like: Harry Lee and
' James Madison joined with a New Jersey
youngster like Freneau in voting to ap-
pear at commencement dressed only in ma-

NM July 6, 1943

terials of American manufacture. Freneau’s
Huguenot grandfather had come from
France at the beginning of the century in
search of religious freedom. The family’s
prosperity as importing merchants had not
dimmed a passion for freedom.

In the days of Lexington, Concord, and
Bunker Hill it was to flare up in a seri¥s
of revolutionary poems that anticipated and
prepared men’s minds and hearts - for
Commeon Sense and The Declaration of
Independence the following year. And if
these latter works are the great prose mas-
terpieces of the period, the verses of Fre-
neau in 1775 and inssucceeding years

stand out as the firmest poetic utterance of

the Revolution. The national crisis had
produced our first national poet, the con-
temporary of Barlow and Francis Hopkin-
son, the forerunner of Whitman and
Whittier. His poems were printed in news-
papers, in broadsides, and in pamphlets;
they were read by the soldiers around the
campfires and by the sailors at every
American port; they were written for the
people and read by the people. The rec-
ords leave no doubt that Freneau was the
Tom Paine of American poetry.

HE man who was to be called incendi-

ary by Hamilton was 'willing to be
called rebel by Gen. Thomas Gage—and
even incendiary! As royal governor of
Massachusetts, Gage had decreed death by
hanging for “the infatuated multitudes,
who have long suffered themselves to be
conducted by certain well known incen-
diaries and traitors. . . .”” This was in June,
1775. It was rumored that Hessian forces
were approaching. And Freneau answered
with his ““T'o the Americans”:

‘Rebels you are—the British cbamg)ic;n

cries—
Truth, stand thou forth!—and tell the
wretch, He lies:—
Rebels!—and see this mock imperial lord
Already threats these rebels with the cord.
The hour draws nigh, the glass is abmost
run,

When truth will shine, and ruffians be
undone;

When this black monster will forbear to
sneer,

And curse his taunts and bitter insults here.
If to control the cunning of a knave,

Freedom respect, and scorn tbe name of

slave;

If to protest agam:t a tyremt s laws,

And arm for vengeance in a righteous
cause,

Be deemed Rebellion—'tis a harmless
thing:

This bug-bear name, like death, has lost

its sting.

Americans! at freedom’s fane adore!
But trust to British clemency no more;
The generous genius of their isle has fled,
And left a mere impostor in his stead. . . .

Americans who had just fought back along

the Concord road were ready to listen to
“Political Litany,” which asked deliver-
ance not only from British dependence,
but also

From a junto that labor with absolute
power,

Whose schemes disappointed have made
-them look sour,

From the lords of the council, who fight
against freedom, :

Who still follow on where delusion shall
lead them. . . .

From the scoundrel, lord North, who
would bind us in chains,

From a royal king Log, with his tooth-
full of brains,

Who dreamns, and is certain (when taking
a nap) -

He has conquered our lands, as they lay on

his map. .

That same momentous year before the
Declaration of Independence, Freneau
called upon his countrymen, in “American
Liberty,” to show the world America could
bleed, that brave farmers, scorning the
dread of death, would send Boston to the
sky rather than submit:

Once more, and yet once more for free-
dom strive,

To be a slave what wretch would dare to
live?

We too to the last drop our blood 'will
drain,

And not till then shall hated sla‘z/ery reign,

When every effort, every hope is o’er,

And lost Columbia swells our breasts no
more. . .

We grow immortal by the stand we make,
he told the farmers turned soldiers over-
night; it is for us to make America a free

‘asylum or a wretched state. Of the outcome

Freneau had no doubt, and his words were
not only a great hope but a wonderful .
prophecy:

Happy. some land which all for freedom
gave,

Happier the men whom their own virtues

- save;

Thrice happy we who long attack have
stood,

And swam to Liberty thro’ seas of blood

The time shall come when strangers rule

no more,
Nor cruel mandates vex from Britain’s
shore;
When Commerce shall extend her

short’ned wing,

And her free frgights from every climate
bring;

When mighty towns shall flourish free
and great,

Vast their dominion, opulent their state;

When one vast cultivated region teems,

From ocetm’s edge to Mississippt's
streams. . .

Not even the most confident imagination,
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it is interesting to note, could envisage
American expansion beyond the Mississippi;

~ that is a reminder of the times in which

Freneau penned this picture of an indepen-
dent nation.

THE lines I have quoted should be

enough to dispel the illusion that Fre-
neau was merely a poet of “hate.” That
he was a good hater of his country’s foes
there is no doubt. The times called for
satire, invective, scorn; and Freneau re-
sponded with pleasure. How the men of
Washington’s army must have roared when
they read the “Soliloquy” of the incom-
petent and bigoted Gage whom they were
besieging in Boston:

Doubts, black as night, disturb my loved
repose—
Men that were once my friends have
turned my foes—
What if we conquer this rebellious town,
Suppose we burn it, storm it, tear it down—
This land’s like Hydra, cut off but one
head,
And ten shall rise, and dare you in its
stead. .
As for myself—true—I was born to
fight
As George commands, let him be wrong
or right. . . .

Ye souls of fire, who burn for chief

command,
Come! take my place in this disastrous

To wars Iike these I bid a lonmg good-
night—

Let North and George themselves such
battles fight.

And it was not exactly unpleasant for a
Lexington rifleman, recalling how he had
chased an arrogant band of gentlemen red-
coats clear back to Boston town, to read in
“The Midnight Consultations” how,

Lord Piercy seemed to snore—but may
the Muse

T s di-timed snoring to the peer excuse;

Tired was the long boy of his toilsome day,

Full fifteen miles he fled—a tedious way;

How could he then the dews of Sommnus
shun,

Perhaps not used to walk—much less to
rum. ...

Reading these 1775 poems of Freneau,
one is reminded that if July 4, 1776,
marked the formal date of our independ-
ence, the spirit of independence had been
abroad in the land much earlier. And look-
ing forward from 1776 one appreciates the
fact that July 4 has had to be won anew
again and again and again. Freneau had
to fight for it on the British prison ship
Scorpion, after his capture in a battle at
sea; he had to fight for it as Captain Fre-
neau of the brig Dromilly and the sloop
Monmouth and the schooner Columbia;
he had to fight for it as editor of the Free-
man’s Journal in Philadelphia, the Daily
Advertiser in New York, and the Jersey
Chronicle at. Mount Pleasant,, now Fre-
neau, N. J. He had to fight for it, su-
premely as we have seen, when he edited
The National Gazette. And during the
War of 1812, it was necessary ongce more
to write poems of heroism and hope and
hatred to be read by men in arms for
America.

That his vigorous heroic couplets still
ring out loud and clear for American in-
dependence would admit of no dispute if
we could once and for all pull the stoppers
of Federalist criticism out of our ears. We
have begun to listen a little to Jefferson
and Paine. We have yet to learn that Fre-
neau’s name is inseparable from theirs.
This was the great writing triumvirate of
our early struggles for national existence
and freedom; these were the literary foun-
ders of our Fourth of July.

CITIZEN TOM PAINE

Howard Fast's novel about an :mmorfal American who "'scorched

a message on the minds of men."

CITIZEN TOM PAINE, by Howard Fast. Duell,
Sloan & Pearce. $2.75.

¢ T ) AMNED be his fame and lasting his
shame—

Thus runs one line of a horrible bit of

doggerel set going against Paine by his

.enemies in America. It sticks in the mind.

Some would still have it that way—today’s
inheritors of the hatred of the people, the
lineal descendants of Tom Paine’s ene-
mies. The name of Paineé means much the
same thing to fascists as it did to the or-
ganizers of counter-revolution in the last
quarter of the eighteenth century. But the

works of Tom Paine (the words and the
deeds) have survived the innumerable as-
saults on the man. When Paine spoke, he
spoke as a citizen of the world—the new
world: the voice of the common man was
his conscious utterance. And that fact is
something which cannot be howled down,
for the people do not readily forget the
great men who fought in the historic bat-
tles for their freedom. They know whom
to damn, and whose fame is lasting!

The great merit of Howard Fast’s novel,
it seems to me, is the sense of the urgency
and the reality of the ideas which Paine
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impressed so indelibly on the political think-
ing of his contemporaries. In the personality
of this one man the great issues of his time
became articulate: the clear realization of
their meaning seems to advance the mood
of the novel to the present. For the vitality
of this book does not rest upon what is
conventionally conceded to ‘be the chief
source of reality in the historical novel—
an accurately painted backdrop of historical
events. In Mr. Fast’s novel, the continuity
of history is deeply embedded in Paine’s
searching for the mainsprings of action
which would keep the American people on
the march for their Revolution. Tom
Paine’s common sense embodied political
truths restricted enough to exert a power-
ful effect as propaganda on the farmers
and city workmen, the rank-and-filers of
the American Revolution — yet broad
enough to scorch a message on the minds
of men for more than a century later. I
think that Howard Fast makes us pro-
foundly aware of the historical impact of
the man; and that was imperative. But he
has also endeavored to freshen our feeling
about Paine as a person, to study the forma-
tion of character with the analytical meth-
ods of the present. This aspect of his work
is bound to arouse controversial discussion.

AMONG the cabal which has gathered
against Paine the chief point of attack
has been his character, particularly certain
facts about his life which have been magni-
fied and distorted with the object of deflect-
ing atténtion from his great revolutionary
vision and his immortal services to our
country. Thisline of attack began in Paine’s
own lifetime and reached a climax of per-
sonal persecution after the printing of The
Age of Reason. “Formerly Satan had been
one; now he became two, himself and Tom
Paine.” From a man so conscious of the
ways in which Paine’s enemies worked,
it would be a queer sort of irony to find
him giving them any assistance.  But there
may be misgivings at the frequency with
which we find Paine alone with the brandy
bottle in Mr. Fast’s novel. With the drink-
ing, slovenliness in dress, carelessness
about his person, and an occasional orgy
also come into the picture. If there were a
failuge to understand why Paine lived reck-
lessly, why he did not heed the affronts to
his friends which his own negligence of
himself sometimes presented, one would
feel that it might have been wiser for a
writer not to dwell on these things.

But it must be understood that Mr.
Fast has undertaken something more than
the balancing of the facts of biographical
research: this is not merely “fictionalized
biography”; on the contrary, everything
points to a desire to present imaginatively
the full history of Paine’s personality. ‘There
must be a welding together of contradic-
tions into a character as definite and ex-
plicable as a fictional, non-historical crea-
tion can become, but, of course, the license
for this type of creation carries with it
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grave responsibilities. In my opinion,
Paine’s inner conflict, presented here as the
outgrowth of the miseries and deprivations
of his early life, has been clearly conceived.
In solitude Paine had fought against the
forces which were dragging him into the
oblivion of the gin-ridden slums of London.
All the impulses which his terrible past had
blindly set in motion, Paine struggled
against (he was thirty-seven when he first
arrived in America in 1774): out of it all
finally came the convictions which he im-
parted to the world. While the origins of

his character and the maturing of his mind

are thus partially presented in terms of a
subjective struggle—and not through the
customary direct examination of putative
source materials—Mr. Fast has certainly
provided an insight into character which
cannot be rejected on the sole grounds that
Paine seems an anguished, disturbed man,
so tortured by his memories that he re-
lapsed occasionally into fits of solitary drink-
ing.

At the same time the contrast between
the solitary Paine and the man who was
the inspired comrade of the weary soldiers
of the Revolutionary army—the man
whose face bore the mark of suffering and
the man who could be completely oblivious
of himself—has been sharpened in a rather
mechanical way. Paine’s bouts with the
bottle are too frequent incidents in the
novel; the accounts of his comradeships
too few. Too often Mr. Fast tries to turn
into the picturesque the traits of Paine that
his detractors have so grossly enlarged. The
danger is that this disproportion may be
taken as an influence of the reactionary
conspiracy against Paine.

ANOTHER problem, partly structural,

which the book presents is the handling
of Paine’s life after he left America in
1787. To that point, Mr. Fast, with ease
and dramatic conviction,.had been able to
work into the clear record of his revolu-
tionary activities the material from his
earlier life which strengthened our grasp
on his character. But thereafter he is not
able to do complete justice to the many
events in which Paine participated. His stay
in England, the writing of the Rights of
Man and the repercussions therefrom, seem
unjustly abridged. Relying on scanty allu-
sions and brief flashbacks to important mo-
ments of his English experiences, the author
rushes headlong through the complex
changes in the French Revolution, com-
pressing the history of those days and fore-
shortening the leading figures until the
narrative movement has no relation to that
of the earlier story. The focus sharpens on
the solitary Paine: the dramatic interest
becomes a figure gradually isolated ,from
the world of revolutionary action at which
he had once been a center. As a result, the
character of Paine suffers from attrition,
the way is prepared for the somber, bitter
age of the man, and the emotions evoked
are pathos or resentment. The world for
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to which he belonged,
seems to be withdrawn too rapidly from
him: his manifold connections with it seem
played down for the sake of the emotional
overtones which his traglc old age imply.

Even so, the native greatness of the
Thetford staymaker is never clouded by
Mr. Fast. I can think of no better demon-
stration of the necessity and power of fine,
clear propaganda in popular struggle than
the story of the writing, printing, and cir-
culation of Common Sense. How Paine
accepted the responsibility of becoming a
professional revolutionary, how his theory
matured out of experience, how he learned
that men can be made to think and to
change history when given the proper in-
struments of theory—the significance of
these things, it seems to me, counter-bal-
ances the effect of his isolation during the
anti-democratic reaction in his last years.

‘That period in his life should not inspire

futile pathos, but a burning indignation, a
desire to restore him -to his rightful his-
torical position.

ONE more thing I believe may justly be
said here: about the novelist. Howard
Fast is actually molding a new conception
of verisimilitude in historical fiction. He has
removed elaborate trappings of scene, res-
toration of places, large scale descriptive
architecture from his novel: the decoration
of his stage is as subdued, as non-distract-
ing as possible. Along with that comes the
placing in the foreground of men whose
vitality springs from a better understand-
ing of the movement of history. These
people reach us in a new way, for, in the
way they think, what their ideas make them
do, they suggest neither tenuous analogies
nor forced comparisons with the present.
In historical fiction can come perhaps the
clearest proof of the lack of friction between
esthetic creation and political understand-
ing. In Citizen Tom Paine, Howard Fast
has shown us what great work can be done,
and also, by indirectly exposing some of the
problems, what greater work lies in the
path of himself and other writers.
AraN -BeNorT.

King Rubber

TREES AND TEST TUBES, by Charles Morrow Wil-
son. Henry Holt. $3.50.

CHARLES ‘Morrow WiLsON, scientific

agriculturist and author of last year’s
excellent study of tropical medicine, 4m-
bassadors in W hite, has slashed through the
densely matted underbrush of the rubber
question with a machete and emerged with
a seaging, scientific, and social document.
He has torn into the propaganda of the
rubber monopoly and ripped away the “Po-
temkin villages” created by the publicity
hacks of the National Association of Manu-
facturers.

Here is no soft, lazy, and indolent popu-

lation, basking in the sun, but the infinite
sweat and tears of a slave economy. Here
are the flies, the mosquitoes, the bugs, viru-
lent malarias, jaundices, and quicksands of
the miasmic jungles. Here are the seringui-
eros (rubber gatherers) in the smoky, acrid
curing rooms averaging from fourteen to
twenty-six cents per day, contrasted to the
norteamericanos magnificos, the Dutch pa-
troons, and the absentee English landlords
lolling in the tinkling cantinas and rolling
in the profits as high as 1,300 percent.
And here is the population suffering from
malnutrition, elephantiaisis, and sleeping
sickness, for whom dog food is considered
“too extravagant” and begetting of “grand
notions.” These are the people who were
expected to rise up and defend “their”
Malaya and Singapore. These are the peo-
ple who had been kicked into submission
and taught that rubber was king, and then
expected to destroy the rubber crops and
scorch -the plantation.

But one cannot sit back and merely
shudder for humanitarian reasons. The eco-
nomic exploitation of the rubber workers,
and the failure to defend the rubber planta-
tions adequately, has caused a great disaster
and threatens a major crisis for the United
Nations. For as Mr. Wilson points out, we
lost ninety-seven percent of our rubber
supply when the China South Seas area was
conquered by the Japanese samurai. This
means we must get rubber from some
source. The author presents a chart show-
ing some of our needs. Our light pursuit
planes use 255 pounds; our light tanks use
489 pounds; our heavy bombers need
1,825 pounds; and our battleships require
eighty tons of rubber. The only source left
us is the use of synthetic rubber. Mr., Wil-
son has included the éntire Baruch com-
mittee report which estimates that the defi-
cit to be met by synthetic rubber will be
211,000 tons by January 1, 1944, “with
no allowance for tires for passenger auto-
mobiles.”

THE American public has been barraged

with the new abracadabra of vistanex,
chlorpene, chemigum, thikol, koroseal, and
buna. These rubber-like substitutes have
many practical values and are even better
than natural rubber for certain processes.
Although experiments have been conducted
on a small scale, the public funds made
available by the Reconstruction Finance
Corp. for research have been gobbled up
by the petroleum syndicate, which promises
a millennium (and incidentally 2 monop-
oly). The Baruch report warns of possible
production kinks and “dares not depend on
unbuilt plants,” but this does not faze the
oil companies, which go on issuing optimistic
and fantastic reports. They were joined by
the New York Daily News and the Wash-
ington Times-Herald in July 1942, who
proclaimed “that the .rubber shortage was
a myth.” Added to this damage created by
the appeaser press, was the legislation put
through by the “farm bloc” to prevent the
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War Production Board from controlling
synthetic rubber manufacture of agricul-
tural products. “Russia has been manufac-
turing synthetic rubber (Sovprene) suc-
cessfully for ten years. . . . To date we
have no detailed information as to the
Russian experience. . . . We feel that this
information should still be obtained . . .”
continues the Baruch report. And finally,
on June 1, 1943, the newspaper accounts
on the third lend-lease report state, “the
USSR has furnished us valuable technical
military information. We are also receiv-
ing the benefits of its research in synthetic
rubber manufacture and the extraction of
rubber from rubber-bearing plants at a time
when military reverses have cut off our
supply of crude rubber.” But up to the
present our synthetic program has been
“burdened with deliberate frauds, self-con-
tradictions, failures, and few successes.”

BUT there can be a brighter picture and
the needs of our armed forces can be
fulfilled if we are willing to face the choice
of discomfort, rather than defeat. Our gov-
ernment must curtail all non-essential driv-
ing because gas rationing is the only way to
save rubber; it must buy or confiscate the
173,000,000 tires in stock; it must control
the manufacture of synthetic rubber; it
“must seek out more of the “know-how”
from the proffered Soviet experience. These
are the things that will make for “no rub-
ber question by Jan. 1, 1944.”

The author has also offered a program
for the future which must be based on “an
international fraternity of labor,” and the
abolition. of a feudal economy in the rubber
lands. He proposes the cultivation of Hevea
brasiliensis tree, the chief source of the
world’s rubber supply, on small farms in
the tropics. He proposes in the words of
the American rubber worker that the “big
shots . . . pay fair and play fair with the
rubber workers.”

James KN1GHT.

Brief Review

_ LATIN AMERICA IN MAPS, by 4. Curtis Wilgus.
Barrnies & Noble. $1.25.

THIS is a compilation of maps designed

to give the college student a view of the
geography, ethnological background, and
economic riches of the countries below the
Rio Grande. The accompanying commen-
tary is brief and informative although lack-
ing in interpretative material, which the
author apparently feels must be obtained
from textbooks and other works on Latin

America. In the places where he does ven- *

ture an opinion it is superficial and hardly
corresponds to the facts. Thus, while Mexi-
cans are described as living in relative pov-
erty, they are nevertheless quite contented.
The truth is, of course, that the Mexicans
have fought many a battle for security and
plenty.
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BECAUSE . .. THE RESPONSE FROM ARTISTS HAS BEEN SO GREAT

BECAUSE ... THE ENTHUSIASM IS SO WIDESPREAD . . .........

A new and larger gallery has been obtained for

THE NEW MASSES

H()llYW()()I) ART AUCTION

A cross section of the best modern American painting
will be represented in oils, watercolors, tempera,
gouaches, drawings, lithographs, silk screens in prices

to reach every range of income. |

New Opening Date July 13th

. Exhibition on July 14th, 15¢th and 16th

Gropper, Raphael Soyer, Bodkin, Art Young, Elshimius, John
Sloan, Oroszco, Karfiol, Doris Lee, Lucille Blanch, Moses Soyer,
Cikofsky, Evergood, Mervin Jules, Reisman, Edie, Avery, Burliuk,
Chaim Gross; Becker, Dehn, Joe Jones, Kleinholz, Kopman,
Marsh, Ribak, Ben Zion are just a few of the artists whose work

will be represented.

at

TENNANT GALLERY

8524 Sunset Blvd., at La Cienega
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA

SALE J
JULY 16TH

. Starting at 8 P.M:
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ILYA |
EHRENBURG

THE Fall

ofF Paris

Starts Sunday, July 1I1th
and continues daily in
the Daily Worker

Ilya Ehrenburg’s “The Fall of Paris” has already | been
acclaimed one of the greatest historical novels to come out
of this war.

Winner of the Stalin 100,000 ruble prize novel contest, this
masterpiece deals with the entire French scene, from the
bloody riots in the Place de la Concorde in February, 1934
to the final betrayal of France to Hitler in 1940.

Earl Browder says, . . . read Ilya Ehrenburg’s remarkable
book, “The Fall of Paris,” which, in my opinion, will live
for a long time as a classical picture of that epoch (in
France) up to the formation of the Anglo-Soviet-American
coalition.”

START IT IN

The WORKER

SUNDAY, JULY 11
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FILMS

Young Defenders

A movie about a child guerrilla

band.

“BOY FROM STALINGRAD” has not been

shown on Broadway at all, and I
should like to know why. T'rue, the picture
was economically produced without a name
cast, and it runs only about an hour. None
the less, it is exciting and significant; and
we have seen dozens of B films on Broad-
way which were nothing of the sort. But

~ this is the first Hollywood film to celebrate

the Russian people’s heroism in this war,
so you can make your own guesses as to
why Columbia released it in this half-
hearted manner—without publicity, with-
out a glimmer of advertising. For one
thing, the Catholic Legion of Decency is
reported to hold that the picture shows
“too much hate” of the Nazis. If I trans-
late that idea correctly, it is perfectly all
right to show German soldiers killing and
torturing children; only you must not show
the children resenting it.

Resent it the boy from Stalingrad and
his friends do, and yvery effectively. Three
of them are out in the fields when the
Nazis advance on their little town, a few
miles on the hither side of Stalingrad. They
come home to find the town deserted and
shelled into gruesome rubble. A weak cry
from the ruins leads them to a five-year-
old boy, and they dig him out. Lying un-
conscious on the hillside is an older boy,
whom they rescue; he proves to be an
English lad who has seen his father, a
Dnieprostroy engineer, shot down by the
Nazis. And there is yet another boy, doing
a sort of rear-guard duty for the fleeing
remnants of the villagers. So here is a
guerrilla force. Four lads from ten to four-
teen, a half-grown girl, and a baby. They
have the ways of the children with whom
you are familiar; they sing, they boast,
they quarrel a little, they pass swiftly from
mood to mood with the volatility of
dragonflies. But also they hold their vil-
lage, for a time, against Nazi troops afraid
to enter and mop up. And when they die
they take many Nazis with them.

It might once have seemed implausible
for children to mine a road and kill patrol-
ling Nazis; for children to throw grenades;
for children to ambush and stun a Ger-
man officer. It does not seem implausible
now that we have read their stories in the
news from Russia. Nor is it implausible
for German soldiers to shoot down a little
girl and a baby. Why, indeed, only one
girl and one baby? For we have read re-
ports about that too.
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And it is not implausible for children to
hate, nor is it ‘“unsuitable.” Those who
torture children must learn how fit and
necessary the child’s cleansing hate is. Boy
from Stalingrad shows the quick maturity
which Russian boys and girls reach when
the situation demands it; which our chil-
dren will reach too, once we abandon the
ruinous course of barring them from any
creative position in the country’s war effort.
In Boy from Stalingrad the children are
not patted on the head and sent out to
jitterbug. They are responsible citizens, and
that is why a film about them is passionate
and intelligent where so many of our child-
shows seem mere exhibitions of amusing
clockwork toys.

This film has a minor flaw or two; its
boys take longer to organize effective guer-
rilla work than the resolute Russian boys
would; and its young actors, though sin-
cere and fairly capable, sometimes mar
their lines with the trained-monkey cute-
ness forced upon our screen children.
These limitations, however, do not prevent
the truth and power of Boy from Stalin-
grad from lifting an audience out of its
seats. Joy DavipDmaN.

"Death in the Forest,"” by Helen West Heller. From the current exhibition at the Artists Asso-

DRAMA

No "Farewell"

This audience liked the sense of
urgency in war-love drama.

M()ST of the newspaper critics walloped
Edward Chodorov’s latest play,
Those Endearing Young Charms. The
audience I was in liked it. Wandering
about in Shubert Alley during the inter-
missions and after the last curtain, I leaned
an ear toward pertinent comment. Civi-
lians and men and women in uniform
spoke of the trueness, the reality, the poig-
nancy of the story.

It isn’t much of a story. An Army navi-
gator with only two days left of his leave
in New York before he is sent to one of
the fronts, is frankly on the loose in the

ciates Galiery, 138 W. 15th Street, New York City.
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FISHING -

An informal adult camp offering
every facility for your entertain-
ment. EASY TO GET TO.

Send for free booklet

N. Y. Office: 33 W. 42 ST., PEnn. 6-3063

(\\ LBEN

2
7|' E ‘;
ll.,.- il S

NIHIHY- 9”“"’09-11\1

BASEBAI.L-FI\DINB

'S&l .

This Adult Camp. . .

in safe little sheltered cove near
picturesque Gloucester. Salt water
swimming, sailing, boating and
fishing on premises. Dancing, ten-
nis, trips and all sports. Six rours
by train from New York.

Write for booklet and nates

Gloucester, Mass.
ABRAM RESNICK
Director

ON SYLVAN LAKE
HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N. Y.

With All Facilities for a Complete Vacation
DELICIOUS FOOD :: ALL SPORTS
SOCIAL STAFF

Easy to reach. 70 miles via N.Y.C.R.R.
to Pawling, Taxi to Camp

. RATES FROM $27.50
Discount to Men in Uniform
July 4th Weekend, 3 Days,
Ali Expenses, $16.50
NEW YORK OFFICE: 1 UNION SQUARE
New York Office:

LOCUST GROVE FARM

AN ARTIST IN THE. KITCHEN
If you're tired of points and coupons. The rustic
charm of a real farm. . . . All home grown
products. . . . Nearby lake and all sports.
LOCUST GROVE FARMS
Sylvan Lake, Hopewell Junction, N. Y.

Phone 42 F 31 Sheridan Bus from Pawling

Camp Fellewers of the Trail

ALL SPORTS ACTIVITIES

$4.50 per day, $22.00 per week
N.Y. Central to Peekskill, By Boat to Indian Point
EXCELLENT MEALS
Buchanan, N.Y. Phone Peekskill 2879

SHADYBROOK

MAHOPAC, N. Y. Tel. Mahopac 963

50 miles from N. Y., 140 acres rustic country, se-
cluded, healthful. Excellent American cuisine. Sports.
Families accommodated. We suggest early reserva-
tions for the summer.
WEEKEND OF THE 4th—$6.00 PER DAY
Special June Rates
Write for Booklet M. Mrs. G. Popper
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LOG-CABIN
CLUBHOUSE, each

reom with private bath.
Enjoy informal-activities
of theatre, lounge, cock-
tail-bar, sun-decks. Lake,
13 championship tennis
courts, private golf
course, all on premises.

Make reservations now!

LENA BARISH+SAM GARLEN
Directors

N. Y. Office: 11 West 42 St.
! Tolephone: BRyant 9-1738
Write for Booklet

In the Adirondacks
WARRENSBURG. New York

MAMANASGOLAKELODGE

RIDGEFIELD, CONN.

Summer beckons again to the most wonderful IIHIe resorf
for your vacation or for a weekend. Medern accommo-
dations. All outdoor activities; ur own 1% mile long
lake. Varied indoer pecruﬁom. Informal, cengenial sur-
roundings. Famous ecuisine. Only 50 miles from cHy vie
excellent transportation facilities. Moderate rates.

/ 4TH BIG WEEK
SPONSORED BY THE NATIONAL COVNOIL

OF AMERICAN-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP, INC.

‘The Russian Story’

e A FILM CAVALCADE OF 1000 YEARS
OF RUSSIAN HEROISM.
EXTRA ADDED ATTRACTION
"SIXTY-NINTH PARALLEL"
from 9 a.m.

Cont. Late show on Saturdays.
.

Stanley Thea. 1A betsash

Tel WIsconsin 7-9686

RUSSIAN SKAZKA |

o Superlative Russian and
American Culsine .
e Soviet-American
Recordings
DINNER, 75¢
Late Snacks 25¢ Beer & Wine |
17 Barrow Street
IRT to Christopher Street
Ind. Subway to W. 4¢h Street

2ND BIG WEEK
WALT DISNEYS "FANTASIA"

"THE CHARM 0|= LA BOHEME"
THE MONTE CARLO BALLET RUSSE
IRVIN LA
IRVING PLACE ot 14t Shet

4th St.
Benefit Block Tickets at Reduced Price. GR. 5-9879
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NEW MASSES
GLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Payable in advance. Min. charge $1.50
Deadline Gri., 4 p.m.

50c a line.
Approx. 7 words to a line.

CHILDREN BOARDED

A FEW CHILDREN F¥ROM 2%-10 to live all year
round in quiet, comfortable country home. Progressive
playgroup on premises. Excellent public school in vil-
lage. Understanding affectionate care. Housemother
up-to-date nutritionist. Excellent references. Moderate
prices. Write NORA ZHITLOWSKY, Croton-on-Hut-
son, N. Y., or phone Croton 469.

FLOYD WILSON FARM

hope of snatching enough of what goes for '

love to compensate for the haunting pre-
monition of certain- death. He meets a
young girl and goes to work on her in
an intense, direct style. But the girl is faced
by her mother with the demand that she
avoid the boy because, aside from his initial
selfishness of intention, he might not live
through the war; or might return maimed;
or, remaining whole of body, might choose
not to remember the girl. Nevertheless,
the girl, feeling the urgency under which
war places all decisions, gives herself free-
ly. The boy, suddenly aware that he has

in his attachment for her one of the most .

powerful reasons for living, marries her—
and flies off.

A simple, unoriginal tale: but evidently
it touched the people about me, for it was
of their lives or the lives of their loved
ones or friends. Why the distance between
the opinion of the critics and the reaction
of the audience?

The answer, I believe, is that the audi-
ence recognized that this was the girl’s
story, that her response to the occasion was
by -circumstance purer and deeper than that
of the boy’s, and that its consequences
would probably continue to affect her life
and happiness far beyond his. On the other
hand, the critics gave the play to the navi-
gator and therefore followed the scenes as
a course in seduction. Naturally, then, they
enjoyed the first two acts. But when they
discovered that the boy had actually the
bad taste to fall in love with the girl and
even to dive so low as to ask her to marry
him, they felt betrayed. They complained
bitterly that the wolf had turned into a
lamb; that at the last moment the author,
taken in a schizophrenic seizure, had split
his fine villain and revealed a decent man.
Chodorov, of course, had not written the
lieutenant as either a wolf or a villain: he

SMALL FARM CAMP for children 6 te 14. Sperts,
crafts, homelike $20.00 for 1 week, $170.00 for 9
weeks—Woodstock, N. Y. Catalog—Box 144.

SACKS FARM :

Unusually beautiful countryside; pine woods, restful; all
conveniences; finest A-Jewish cooking. Sports, horse-
back riding, low rates. Booklet. Saugerties, N. Y. Tel.
590-J.

BARLOW FARM
BARLOW FARM—Sherman, Conn. Delightful vaca-
tion. Swimming, tennis, etc. Fine Russian-American
cooking. Children accepted. Free booklet.

HOUSE FOR SALE

Peekskill; 14-room. house, improvements, 28 acres, cul-
tivated and wooded. Oscawanna Lake Road, Bus ser-
vice, Peekskill Station. Blaine ‘Estate, 107 Franklin
St., N.Y.C., Walker 5-8947.

WILL SHARE

Seeking young wcman who wishes to share her apart-
ment. Must be clean, modern. Village location prefer-
able. Complete privacy. Box 1823, New Masses.

SUB-LET

July-August—Floor through; 3 .rooms, bath, house-
keeping, gas, electricity. Furnished except linen—8$40.
138 West 15th St., N.Y.C. 2-6 Daily. Call WA 9-1069.

PIANO TUNING

PIANO TUNING, Repairing, Reconditioning. Reliable
advice on purchases and sales. Member Nat’l Ass’n
Piano Tuners, Inc. Ralph J. Appleton, 505 5th Ave.,
N. Y. City. MU-2-37567

INSURANCE
PAUL CROSBIE—Insurance of every kind—whatever

your needs — FREQUENT SAVINGS. 799 Broadway,
New York City. Tel. GRamercy 7-5980.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
VOLUNTEER WANTED for interesting library and
clerical work in NEW MASSES. Two hours per day.
See Miss Rogers, editorial secretary, 104 E. 9th St.

SCHOOLBOY

SCHOOLBOY WANTED by NEW MASSES for two
afternoons per week to help with books and stock.
See Miss Blosser, 104 E. 9th St.

MANUSCRIPT TYPING

Manuscripts neatly and efficiently typed. Union rates.
Apply Box 1809, New Masses, 104 E. 9th St., N.Y. 3.

TANGLEWOOD

WOODSTOCK, NEW YORK
Relax at Tanglewood. Refreshing
delightful walks, delicious food,

atmosphere, sports.
Write or call Woodstock,

country,
congenial

14FI13

INDEPENDENCE DAY
FIESTA AT THE HOME OF
BILL & SOPHIE GROPPER

Mt. Airy Road, Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.
SAT., JULY 3RD—2 P.M. UNTIL . . ..
Featuring: ALINE McMAHON, JOEY FAYE,
CHAZ CHASE, BERNIE HERN & OTHERS
Hon. STANLEY M. ISAACS, M.C.
N.Y. Trains from G.C. to Harmon Sta. All Day
Taxis to Gropper’s—25¢ in Groups of Four
ADMISSION, PLUS SPANISH CHICKEN
DINNER, $1.50—GENERAL ADM., 75¢

Please Make Reservations in Advance

Benefit JOINT ANTI-FASCIST REFUGEE

COMMITTEE

425 Fourth Ave. MU 3-0180
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had, in fact, taken great pains to show
him as a young fellow who had once been
hurt by a serious, but unjustified accusa-
tion and had thereupon perversely pro-
ceeded to try to live up to public expecta-
tions; when he finds someone who believes
in him, his dignity is restored and he gladly
discards his cynicism. Contrary to the read-
ing of the critics, it is precisely in the last
act that the essential personality of the lieu-
tenant is revealed! Lastly, the critics were
cheated by Frederick Fox’s neat setting of
a hotel room with a nice, big, suggestive
bed bracing the center, when, after a long
wait, there took place on the most promis-
ing prop only the most chaste proposal—
really very old-fashioned, even to the sing-
ing of Thomas Moore’s sentimental lines.

Except for a brief but compelling sec-
tion of one of the scenes between Mrs.
Brandt and her daughter, Helen, the play
is scarcely specific to the present war. In
this scene in which the mother does her ut-
most to “save” her, Helen passionately re-
jects the idea that this war is just another
war and that the world will always be the
same. ‘“You are terribly wrong,” she says.
“It must be different! It will be different!”
But the only distinction she can think of is
that out of this war will emerge a true
comradeship between man and woman.
Definitely the play would have achieved
stature had Chodorov not so completely
avoided the over-all reahty of the day.

As it is, he has given us a skillful and
often moving story. Blanche Sweet does
very well with a part that could have been
more searching. Dean Harens as the army
private, is indestructibly ebullient and good
fun. Zachary Scott plays Lieut. Hank
Trosper with fine shadings, managing to
convey at once the lonely, bitter, direct
quality of the man. Virginia Gilmore is
Helen. She is young and beautiful and
sensitive in her art. This is her first Broad-
way appearance and I venture to predict
that we shall be seeing her in many plays.
Max Gordon produced the show. Despite
the critics, it is certain to build and be with
us for a decent run. Go see it.

Harry TAYLOR.
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vy Featuring CASS CARR and His Band

e Sparkling Entertainment

o Delicious Food

o Low Rates: $5.50 per day, $30 per week
$16.50 July 4th Weekend '

o Only 70 miles from N.Y.C., via NYCRR.

o Discount to men in Armed Service

p UNTY

yarieties™

Make July and July 4th Reservations Now

FOR ILLUSTRATED BOOKLET, Write or Phone:

NEW YORK OFFICE, | Union Square West

ON LAKE ELLIS

Wingdale, N. Y.

Phone: Wingdale 2461
ORTS
ALL sP )
Swimming Socials
Boating Hand Ball
Fishing Horseshoes
Baseball _Ping-Pong
Tennis Hikes

Algonquin 4-8024
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‘The New Vacation Idea

Meet the people you
want to know in the Inﬂ-
mate atmosphere of a
country estate at Fishkill,
New York.

TENNIS, SWIMMING,

HANDBALL

LIVELY ENTERTAINMENT, LECTURES,
AND RECITALS

$35 PER WEEK. OPENS JUNE 27

COURSES

Writers workshop weeks of July 11th & Aug. 1st
Additional $10 tuition fee.
Write or phone for inllustrated folder, reservations

SCHOOL FOR DEMOCRACY

13 Astor Place, New York  GRamercy 7-4086
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SUMMER

VACATION

All indoor and outdoor
activities—Golf course.
Modern library.
Musical Recordings,
Bicycling, Archery.
Lecturers: Dr. Ph. Foner,
and Dr. Fred Ewen
Sam Levinson, humorist
Henry Joseph, Square
dance leader.
Reasonable
Rates.
Ellenville, N.Y.

Tel. 502

TR AT O

=
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nILL CRE S T Bea,ver(l);ﬁl Lake

Livingston Manor R, R. Station UNION GROVE, N.Y.
Phone Livingston Manor 218 J 11
Telegraph—Hillcrest, Livingston Manor, N.Y.
All healthful Sports — Delicious Meals
Rates for June—$24.00 per week
Daily rates—$4.50 per day
‘Write or Phone immediately for Reservations

SUMMER=RA

Nerth Branch, Sull. Co.,, N. Y.
Tel. Calicoon 95
Private Lake, All Sperts, Dancing, Dra-
W) matics, Marionettes, Musicales, Rumba
) Bar, Broadway Theatre Artists
GALA 4th OF JULY WEEKEND

SENSIBLE RATES

Erie R. R. to Callicoon
Daily—Buses Direct—Mountain Transit Line

Greyhound Terminal — 50th St. & 8th Ave.
CO. §-3000 City Information: DIckens 2-578¢

a

NEW MASSES,
Enclosed find §

104 East 9th Street, New York 3, N. Y.

for which please send NM for one full year,

52 weeks.

SUBSCRIBE
T0
NEW MASSES

[0 One Year, $5.00.

(There are 2 methods of payments; we prefer the first; you may prefer the second.)

[ One Year $1.00 down payment. Bill $| monthly for 4 months.

SUB SENT IN BY

NAME
TODAY NAME
ADDRESS ADDRESS
CITY STATE CITY. STATE
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EXCLUSIVE!

appearing soon in NEW MASSES
a chapter from

SHOLOKHOV'S FORTHCOMING NOVEL

“THEY FOUGHT FOR THEIR COUNTRY”

New Masses takes especial pride in being privileged to publish in
its pages, for the first time in America, an excerpt from the new
work of the author of the world famous "Don" series, Mikhail
Sholokhov. While in Moscow recently, Sholokhov told the press in
an interview:

"As a war correspondent | covered the Southern, South-
western, and Western Fronts. | saw the demolished Cos-
sack villages, the burned hamlets, my tortured countrymen
—the characters of my book. | saw the people robbed of
their homes and happiness.

"l saw not only calamities. In my native Don Steppes | wit-
nessed the colossal offensive of the Red Army. | hope soon
to see the final battle which will decide the fate of Russians,
English, French, Czechs, Americans, and many other peo-
ples—which will end in the extermination of Hitlerism, the
enemy of mankind.”

That spirit and intention Sholokhov has translated into novel form,
into the artistic portrayal of people and events in the epic frame-
work which you encountered in '"The Silent Don." New Masses will
publish the chapters from Sholokhov's novel immediately following
the final installment of Soviet bomber pilot Sasha Molodchy's diary—
another piece of writing from the Eastern Front which we are privi-
leged to publish for the first time in America. You cannot get these
writings anywhere except in New Masses — Subscribe today.
(Please use coupon on page 31.)
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