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WE THANK YOU

Dear Reader:

We believe that the greatest days in the history
of New Masses are before us. Today we are in the
midst of the biggest battles for national unity that will
quarantee victory, and a peaceful, harmonious post-
war world. New Masses has an important job in those
battles and we know you, our readers, will be on deck
for the fighting, as you have been in the past.

For these reasons we want to thank you for your
cooperation in the financial drive which closes in these
pages this week. You have sent the magazine $30,000.
True, we didn't reach the goal of $40,000 which is
imperative for NM to see the year through. But we
are confident it will be reached. We shall continue
the campaign outside these pages, through personal
solicitation, through the arrangement of NM parties,
and whatever other means are necessary. For we must
have that additional $10,000 to meet our obligations
for 1943. And we have many big projects ahead which
should not be hamstrung for lack of funds.

Some of our new readers may have asked why
NM must hold these annual financial drives. For their
benefit it might be well to recount some facts many
of you know. Because of NM's nature, advertising has
never been a major factor in our income. We derive
a certain income from that source, but many concerns
which advertise elsewhere refuse our publication.
Some day they will see things differently, but that
day isn't here yet. For this reason a publication like
ours of necessity incurs an annual deficit. That totaled
$40,000 this year, after we had cut the budget to the
bone; operated with a smaller staff than ever before;
used less engravings and cheaper ones at that. We
did everything possible to guarantee that NM
weathers all financial storms, despite the steeply in-

creased costs of publication. Thus we have been able
to continue. And our readers, themselves people of
modest means and harder hit this year by necessarily
high taxes due to the war, saw to it that NM went on.

In closing this drive we urge the following:

1. That all readers who have not yet sent NM
their annual contribution, please do so by
return mail. (Use the coupon on page 27.)

2, That all who cannot send funds today,
pledge amounts that they will send later
this year. We want to have a fair idea of
what more can be expected in 1943. In
general we want to be able to plan ahead,
to know what to expect from our readers.

3. That our readers use the summer months to
hold parties for their magazine. Remember
that we are still $10,000 behind the neces-
sary goal—and that we have many edi-
torial projects in mind to meet the height-
ened demands of this time.

4. That you also turn your attention to mak-
ing every friend of yours a subscriber to
NM. If every reader sent in one subscrip-
tion each, we would never be in fear of
the creditors and we could, in the near fu-
ture, see the year through without the
need of an annual financidl campaign in
these pages.

So we thank you again for what you have done—
done to keep our magazine going, and in helping pre-
pare it for the bigger days ahead.

JOSEPH NORTH,
For the editors.



Which Way Argentina?
W'HEN the deposed President of Argen-

tina, Ramon Castillo, lined up his
country with the Axis under the guise of a
“neutrality” policy he not only isolated that
nation from her twenty sister republics of
the Western Hemisphere. He also isolated
his government from the Argentinian peo-
ple. His foreign policy became increasingly
unpopular, distinguished as it was by re-
fusal to adhere to the recommendations of
the 1942 Rdio Conference, by openly
friendly relations with Germany, Italy, and
Japan, and by protection of an elaborate
system of fascist espionage and propaganda.
And its unpopularity led to more and more
repression at home as the voices of the
overwhelming majority of the people sought
expression. The Castillo clique soon lost
any claim it may have had to a political base
in the electorate; in.order to keep itself in
power and loyally serve the Hitler master;
it turned to fascist reaction in domestic as
well as in foreign affairs.

It was not surprising, therefore, that the
overthrow of Castillo and his fascist crew
should have proved so easy. The new gov-
erning group, however, does not differ in
any fundamental respect from the old. It is
dominated by reactionary military men
whose political policies are decidedly hostile
to the deepest desires of the Argentinian
people. Its statement on foregn relations
is vague, to say the least. It voices an in-
tention to cooperate with the countries of
the hemisphere. But the composition of the
Cabinet is such that improved relations with
the twenty sister republics and with the
countries fighting the Axis are hardly likely.
One may judge the character of these
palace revolutionaries by their diktat to dis-
band the Argentinian Congress without any
promise to hold elections in the immediate
future. Their suppression of the anti-fascist
newspaper La Hora, and the arrest of its
editors is a continuation of Castillo’s political
and terrorist warfare against the foremost
democrats, many of whom languish behind
prison bars. It seems clear from éven the
murky newspaper reports that the new
junta acted with dispatch against Castillo to
forestall a genuinely democratic purge of
the evil men who have ruled the country.

The Argentinian people now have the
tremendous opportunity to rid themselves
of the men who have kept them in a
strait-jacket. For the situation can be con-
verted to their favor, provided the pro-
fascist junta is not given the chance to con-
solidate itself and drive further toward the
liquidation of the unity movement. Before

News ltem: "Franco government deplores bombings as inhumane."

it was padlocked for its forthright editorial
denouncing the coup d’etat, La Hora
gauged the political scene as a moment of
decision for the entire nation. ‘“Tvoday,
more urgently than yesterday even, national
union is the sole road to the country’s sal~
vation. All conditions exist for the triumph
of broad unity without exclusions, embrac-
ing the entire country, but the first condi-
tion is not to lose time, or reaction will win.
Rapid understanding of all democratic par-
ties is demanded, in order to mobilize the
people, which does not adhere to the coup
and has all the necessary energies to tri-
umph.” Expressing the highest aspirations
of the Argentinian masses, La Hora called
for formation of a government that would
respect the constitution and rapidly provide
for a presidential election; it asked for a
break with the Axis and the “incorporation
of Argentina in the United Nations front’’;

it demanded full liberty for the trade unions
and protection of the rights of all demo-
cratic political parties; it insisted on the
release of imprisoned democratic leaders
and the punishment of profiteers.

Our own State Department now has an
extraordinary opportunity to voice unequi-
vocally its disapproval of this new threat to
hemispheric solidarity in Buenos Aires and
to give its full moral support to all of
Argentina’s democratic forces.

China's Counter-Offensive
THE rapid turn of

military events in
China has again fo-
cused the attention of
the whole anti-Axis

rage of China’s de-
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fenders. Ten days ago a large Japanese
force of soldiers, tanks, guns, planes, and
the river fleet were pressing hard against
the western periphery of their long advance
up the fertile Yangtze valley. Some
Chungking officials were expressing the
opinion that the long awaited drive to cap-
ture Chungking, then only 300 miles from
the battle front, was under way. Today
the enemy is in full retreat suffering heavy
casualties; the Chinese have recaptured a
number of key points and are at the gates
of the important city of Ichang. News re-
ports have hailed the Chinese counter-of-
fensive as a major military victory for
* China, comparable to the historic counter-
offenswes that turned the Japanese back in
three successive drives to capture Changsha.

Our appreciation of this great stroke of
resistance is in no way diminished by the
belief, expressed in these columns before,
that Japan’s armies at this moment are pri-
marily engaged in fighting an economic
rather than a purely military war against the
Chinese. The Japanese strategy appears to
be concentrated on perfecting the economic
blockade of the country, on destroying
China’s food and industrial crops, on seiz-
ing supplies of all kinds, on ravaging the
people and their land. This does not mean
that fairly large scale military clashes do
not take place; on the contrary, the Japa-
nese pay a high price in terms of casualties
in men and materiel, but a price which in
their opinion is smaller than would result
from a direct mixing with the large armies
of our ally.

! I ‘HE events of recent weeks along the

Hupeh-Hunan border, therefore, add
up to an economic victory for the Japanese
in laying waste a large tract of China’s
rice. bowl and a military victory for the
Chinese in inflicting important casualties
upon the invader as he retreated from the
devastated countryside in far greater haste
and confusion than he had intended. While
rejoicing in China’s military victory we
cannot afford to be complacent regarding
any blows at China’s already deteriorated
economy. The crying need is for sufficient
aid to our Far Eastern ally to enable her
not only to inflict military defeats on the
enemy, but to prevent the Japanese from
carrying through these costly raids upon
her livelihood. That some progress in sup-
plying this aid is being made is indicated by
the prominent part played in the recent
battles by the joint Chinese-American air
force. While the ‘major part of the job of
cutting down the enemy must be credited
to China’s land troops, the role of the air
force in bombing japanese concentrations
and lines of communications was far more
important than heretofore. The further,
rapid strengthening of that air force is one
way of protecting China while Hitler is
being crushed by the land invasion of
Europe.

KKK in Detroit
THE failure oflarge

sections of indus-
try, certain elements
in organized labor,
and the administra-
tion itself to ensure
enforcement of Ex-
ecutive Order 8802, establishing the Fair
Employment Practice Committee, has all
too often left the initiative in the hands of
disrupters. This seems to be exactly the
case in the deplorable strike last week at the
Packard plant in Detroit. The plant has
gained a nationwide reputation for produc-
tion; its labor-management committee is
far ahead of others in the Detroit area.
Yet even there discrimination has been
practiced against the equal advancement of
Negro workers, of whom there are some
3,000 in the plant. Last week’s walk-out
started as a protest against the company’s
failure to upgrade three Negroes. Againsf
the r1dv1ce of their own leaders and the
union’s win-the-war leadership, these 3,000
Negro workers abandoned their jobs. Sub-
sequently there was a walk-out of approxi-
mately 20,000 white workers. Blame for
this specific situation largely rests with cer-
tain officials of the Packard company and
with subversive Ku Klux Klan elements in
the Packard plant who have seized upon
every opportunity to disrupt the war pro-
gram. These fifth column activities, which
have been permitted to saturate Detroit and
against which the timid Mr. Biddle has not
raised his little finger, provide a fertile at-
mosphere for the generation of conflict.
R. J. Thomas, president of the United
Auto Workers-CIO, stated he had “abso-
lute evidence” that the Packard strike had
been instigated “by the Ku Klux Klan or
its successor body in Detroit.”

THE opening session of the Midwest
Conference on Problems of the War
and the Negro People, organized by the
National Negro Congress, was held in De-
troit just as the walkout at Packard was
getting under way. And the War Emerg-
ency Conference of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored
People took place as the strike was nearing
its close. Both these conferences vigorously
asserted the need to end all discriminatory
practices as a means of strengthening the
war effort. At the first conference 300
delegates from six midwestern states unani-
mously called for “unity within the ranks
of labor” and voiced their “unqualified
opposition” to all divisive influences.

This resolution, aimed directly at the
divisive tactics of John L. Lewis and his
imitators in other unions, formed part of a
program adopted by the Conference which
called for: immediate opening of a western
land front in Europe; elimination of Jim-
Crow practices in the armed forces; Senate

passage of the Anti-Poll Tax Bill; enact-
ment of federal anti-lynching legislation;
democratic interpretations of Negro life via
school text books, radio, stage, and screen;
enforcement of President Roosevelt’s seven-
point economic stabilization program; or-
ganization and full, unrestricted participa-
tion of Negro workers in the trade union
movement. The vigorous carrying out of
this program would be the best insurance
against such disruption as that at Packard.

Silence ""The Man"'

ENATOR  BiLzo,

the noise from
Mississippi, acted as
mouthpiece for the
poll-taxers and de-
featists in the shame-
less Senate filibuster
of last session which thwarted poll-tax re-
peal. “The Man” threatens to repeat his
windy performance this term. He has the
lung power and the indecent eagerness for
the job. If, however, the anti-poll tax legis-
lation just passed by the House is presented
to the Senate without delay, any filibuster
will so clearly interfere with the prosecu-
tion of the war that even “The Man” will

" find the going tough

It is imperative that overwhelmlng pres-
sure be brought on the Senate Judiciary
Committee to discharge the House bill at
once, particularly since there is an excellent
prospect that the majority of the Commit-
tee can be persuaded to take favorable ac-
tion. The sooner the Senate as a whole is
called upon to act, the surer the poll tax
shame will be quickly ended. Loss of time
means that consideration of the bill is left
until the session draws to a close. This is
the last desperate hope of the filibusterers.
No doubt, the defenders of Jim Crow and
discrimination will attempt to amend the
anti-poll tax bill out of existence. Such tac-
tics were roundly beaten in the House and
can again be defeated in the Senate, espe-

. cially if administration leaders speak up as

they are pledged to do. What has plunged

“The Man” and his allies into a panic is the

very real knowledge that the poll tax can-

not survive a loud, united, passionate de-
mand by the people for repeal now.

Spreadmg the Security

HERE is new

strength for the
home front in the bill
to enlarge the social
security program—a
measure  introduced
by Senators Wagner
of New York and Murray of Montana
and Representative Dingell of Michigan.
This bill is both a weapon of war and a
foundation for the future peace. Hewing
close to the recent recommendations of the
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National Resources Planning Board and
the Social Security Board, the measure
proposes to extend social security benefits
to about 15,000,000 persons not now in-
cluded—farm workers, domestic servants,
employes of non-profit institutions, and
self-employed farmers, small business and
professional people; to increase both un-
employment and old age benefits and to
unify the entire social insurance system; to
provide insurance for temporary and per-
mapent disability; and to set up medical
and hospital insurance covering all work-
ers and their families. The bill would also
apply to all men in the armed forces
whether or not they have made any pre-
vious payments under the Social Security
Act.

Both the AFL and the CIO are strong-
ly behind this measure and have urged its
immediate enactment. It is to be hoped
that the administration will not, out of
mistaken notions of expediency, uphold the
bill in principle and do nothing about it in
practice. It is perhaps unfortunate that the
legislation is being described as designed
for postwar social security. This may pro-
vide congressional defeatists and reaction-
aries with a pretext for putting it in cold
storage on the ground that other matters
are more urgent. While it is true that the
unemployment insurance provisions of the
bill chiefly concern the postwar era, since
unemployment is not a serious problem
today, the establishment of a system of
medical and hospital insurance is imme-
diately necessary as a direct aid to war
production and national morale.

ANOTHER virtue of the Wagner-Mur-

ray-Dingell bill is that it would en-
able the government to raise about one-
fourth of the $16,000,000,000 in addi-
tional taxes which President Roosevelt has
requested. However, the specific financing
proposals leave something to be desired.
At the present time employers contribute
four percent of payrolls to the social secur-
ity funds and workers contribute one per-
cent, Under the new bill each group would
pay six percent. In other words, while em-
ployers would have their contributions in-
creased fifty percent, workers would be re-
quired to pay 500 percent more. Particu-
larly at a time when a disproportionate
share of the tax burden is already being
borne by the low-income groups, such a
steep increase in social security payments by
workers would throw our tax structure
even further out of line. With corporation
net profits in 1942 more than eighty per-
cent higher than in 1939, there is no rea-
son why employers cannot contribute nine
or ten percent of the total.

No differences about details, however,
should be allowed to stand in the way of a
united and vigorous effort to secure the
speedy enactment of this farsighted legis-
lation.
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French Renaissance

WHATEVER other disputes still remain, the birth of French unity at

Algiers is a magnificent event. lts political reverberations have already
seeped into the motherland. The Vichy cabal lives in dread of its impending
doom. Those around Petain scurry back and forth engaged in political maneu-
vers by which they hope to save their dirty necks. Marcel Deat, the Nazi-loving
editor of "L'Oeuvre,” has suggested in an article that Laval be given the sack
in order to pave the way for negotiations with the newly established Committee
of Liberation. But it will all be in vain, for at long last, after three tragic and
bleak years, millions of Frenchmen have set the course for a national renaissance
in which their bettayers can occupy only one place—the graveyard.

Progressive Americans may well rejoice in the union of de Gaulle and Giraud.
It represents a major triumph for the thousands in this country who would not
believe that a policy of expediency—the polite term which camouflaged acts
of compromise with the enemies of France—led to unconditional victory. Their
pressure on the State Department, the vigorous editorials that criticized rela-
tions with Darlan and his retinue, the strong protests that came from litHle
people everywhere helped to reduce the barrier of official prejudice that stood
between ourselves and the real France. For it was the real France that official
snobbery would not countenance. De Gaulle was looked upon as the representa-
tive of a splinter movement comprised of personalities suspected for their politi-
cal views; much was made in inner circles of De Gaulle's stubbornness, his refusal
to yield to the most "reasonable" demands. What was completely disregarded
was that the leadership of the Fighting French was stubborn and persistent
because it spoke with the support of the best organized and most powerful
anti-Hitler groups in France. And as recent reports have also revealed, the
popularity of the Fighting French is as much a fact in North Africa as it is in
the metropolitan area. Fortunately the course of military events coupled with
a forthright public opinion has in this instance effectively curbed aspects of
American foreign policy incompatible with the waging of a people's war.

Europe itself will more than rejoice in the union of de Gaulle and Giraud.
lts significance will be evaluated by all the underground groups and committees
of resistance. They will see in it the need for ever closer unity as the prime
political setting in which their oppressors can be brought to defeat. They will
also see in it a belated though considerable victory over the political locusts
swarming in London and Washington who would devour the democracy so
heroically cultivated in the mountains and forests of Europe. The Oto Haps-
burgs, the Sikorskis, the Tibor Eckhards have been dealt a hard blow by the
developments at Algiers. All the ordinary people of the captive nations will
recognize that French unity has helped them by eliminating in part the enigmas
of American and British diplomacy which so severely distressed them. And they

“will fight all the harder knowing that their friends abroad are contributing a

large measure of strength to make their battles fruitful. In particular it will
mean a good deal to the national front guiding the Yugoslav partisans—
whose struggle against the fascists is even more advanced than the French
one—for it raises high the hope that the Mikhailovich coterie will be recog-
nized as an enemy no different from the Vichyites.

French unity, then, speeds not only the day of France's liberation but it also
augurs well for the reconstruction of a Europe without any of the impediments
which have brought it fo disaster in the past. It is important also that once
again France as a nation will play the role of an equal in the coalition of
democratic powers. Her armies in North Africa have proven themselves an
effective fighting force, and with the Liberation Committee inspiring their
action in the field they will become even stronger. The French underground,
through the Council of Resistance, has already outlined its plans for attack when
the Allies move onto the Continent. Every assistance is being prepared. "Nev-
ertheless," as Fernand Grenier, the French Communist leader, indicated in
NEW MASSES last week, "it is necessary to hasten the invasion before Germany
finds the time fo deport all able-bodied Frenchmen beyond the Rhine." French
unity, therefore, will have its greatest value as soon as it can be translated into
a coordinated assault across the Channel into France itself.
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Round Tables and Food

FOR all the fury
generated by the

*_ newspaper men who
somehow  confused

: their functions with
- m those of the delegates,
“* the food and agricul-

ture conference at Hot Springs came to a
close in an atmosphere of good neighbor-
liness. It has already been remarked that
“the meeting would be a test of whether
large and small powers with divergent in-
ternal economies and therefore with diver-
gent problems could work in harmony.
That test has been passed successfully by

the forty-five representatives of more than
a 1,500,000,000 peoples. It was the first

B
JOHN L. LeEwris announcement
that his calling off of the coal

strike is merely another “truce” till
June 20 once more demonstrates that
this would-be fuehrer of American
labor, who has just been fulsomely
eulogized by Hitler’s Voelkischer
Beobachter, will stop at nothing to
gain his ends. There can be no com-

_ promise with this war of nerves. Be-
fore June 20, if no settlement of the
differences between coal miners and

_ operators has been reached, the gov-
ernment must act to prevent any fur-
ther sabotage. .

From the standpoint of the coun-
try and the, mine workers, Lewis’
second coal strike. was disastrous. But
from the standpoint of Lewis him-
self, the strike brought certain com-
pensations. It interfered with war
production. It allowed him to prove
his loyalty to the defeatists and to
those Republicans who support a
negotiated peace and the appeasement
of Hoover, Taft, Vandenberg, Lan-
don, and Ham Fish. For Lewis must
be credited with putting over the
union-busting Smith-Connally bill in
the House. In addition, he weakened
the fight against inflation. He seri-
ously delayed efforts to get on with
the war. His actions will result in the
deaths of more young Americans
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wolf-pack of Nazi submarines or a

% division of Axis troops. President Roosevelt and the heads of everywhere—for unity between the
E Lewis has indulged in a good deal key government agencies have ex- AFL and CIO. Lewis cannot sur-
£ of self-righteous posturing. He has pressed opposition to this war-wreck- “vive such unity, or the resultant iso-
B talked of his devotion to the rank- ing bill. lation which it would impose on him.
=

than could be accounted for by a’

time. during the course of the war that
initia] steps were taken for collective secur-
ity against want and hunger. The dele-

‘gates clearly delineated the interdepend-

ence of consumer and producer; from the

-outset they underscored the fact that more

food must be made available to fulfill the
requirements of good health; they recog-
nized that adequate diets did not exist for
millions who lived in the midst of plenty;
they emphasized that it was an interna-
tional obligation to see to it that those coun-
tries that were not self-sustaining had the
necessary international exchange to pay for
imports of food; many of them spoke out
against the insane tariffs and price mech-
anisms which perpetuated an economy of
scarcity, With these larger objectives in
mind the conference authorized the estab-

John L. Lewis' War of Nerves

and-file miners, but - his actions dur-
ing the mine “truce” belied his words.
He refused, with the eager collabo-
ration of the mine operators, to push
for settlement of the miners’ demands
during the period of the “truce.”
Instead, he blocked negotiations,
turned his back on the War Labor
Board’s every effort to settle the
dispute equitably, while he carefully
perfected plans to violate labor’s no-
strike agreement once again, and by
so doing to endanger the security of
the labor movement.

His timing is worth consideration.
He ordered the second strike just as
the Smith-Connally bill reached the
House floor, and called off the strike
the moment the bill was passed.
Thereby, Lewis advanced his plot
against both the CIO and AFL.
Thereby, he made his “contribution”
to the Hoover-Taft scheme to throw
the domestic economy into confusion,
from which reaction hopes to “res-
cue” it with a negotiated peace, a
sellout to the enemy. At the time of
Munich, Daladier played chorus to
Chamberlain. Now Lewis is Daladier
to Hoover and his friends.

Though the House passed the leg-
islation Rep. Howard Smith has been
trying to slip through for years, it can
still be stopped in the Senate or, if
that fails, by mobilizing proper sup-
port behind the presidential veto.
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lishment in Washington of an interim com-
mission to implement its findings and pave
the way for a permanent organization.
Meanwhile, there is a war to be won
before some of these postwar projects can
become operative. There is the immediate
need to relieve the food shortages which
our Allied armies face and which seriously
endanger their effectiveness as fighting ma-
chines. The Soviet delegates, for example,
while most cooperative in defining long
range food and agricultural policies, reiter-
ated that their forces on the Eastern Front
and the impoverished populations of the
newly liberated areas need large stocks of
food “in order to defeat Hitlerite Germany
and to win the war.” Our Washington
editor, Bruce Minton, pointed out in these
pages last week that all food planning runs

TS

It must also be recognized that
Lewis has been able to seduce a large
number of coal miners only because
they have justified grievances which
he has pretended to support. Apart
from the wage question, the princi-
pal source of these grievances is the
continued failure to keep living costs
within bounds. At the White House
meeting of Labor’s Victory Board,
Presidents Murray and Green stressed
that the anti-inflation program was
being undermined by OPA Director
Prentiss Brown’s vacillations and by
the concerted attack of reactionaries
in Congress, in the Republican Party,
and from inside the OPA itself. The
refusal so far to grant subsidies to
make possible the roll-back of prices
plays into the hands of Lewis and his
masters. Lewis has made much of the
high cost of living while deliberately
spurring inflation. He has gambled on
smashing OPA, hoping for uncon-
trolled inflation which will debauch
the economy. The real weapon
against Lewis is to push prices back
to the levels of September 1942.

Lewis has done his best to wreck
and divide. His entry into the AFL
would give him another and greater
opportunity to scuttle organized la-
bor. The President stressed this point
when he met the labor representa-
tives, and added his wish—which is
the wish of the win-the-war groups -
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the risk of becoming visionary unless it is
considered in the framework of a growing
national and international food crisis. In
our own country the congressional farm
bloc is the key culprit. This united group of
barefoot boys has placed every barrier pos-
sible in the way of expanding agricultural
production. And on an international scale,
programs as worked out by the American
and British members of the Combined
Food Board have been haphazard in char-
acter because of insufficient knowledge of
food resources or needs. The Board has
yet to include our other allies in its under-
takings and until that is done the Board
will not begin to cope realistically with the
immense problems before it.

Concerning the Comintern

SOME recent discus-

sion of the pro-
posed dissolution of
the Communist In-
ternational points up
a danger: that some
commentators, in the
very act of welcoming this as a step toward
national and international unity, may in-
dulge in interpretations and speculations
that serve the ends of disunity and conflict.
A case in point is the article by Max
Lerner in last week’s New Republic. At a
time when the utmost responsibility is de-
manded of all who seek to influence the
thought and action of their fellowmen, this
article displays a degree of irresponsibility
which it is difficult to réconcile with
Lerner’s constructive approach to other
questions. One discounted his editorial in
PM immediately after the Comintern an-
nouncement as something written in haste,
to be repented at leisure. This feeling was
strengthened a couple of days later when
Lerner struck telling blows at the Soviet-
baiting of Louis Fischer in a debate with
him on the Comintern dissolution. But
Lerner’s New Republic piece not only re-
peats but compounds all the false notes of
his original PM editorial.

First, Lerner persists in regarding both
the Communist International and the in-
dividual Communist Parties as mere
creatures of the Soviet government. This is
a most generous hostage to Martin Dies
and the whole anti-Comintern ideology
and is, to put it mildly, unworthy of a seri-
ous liberal and anti-fascist. As a student of
world history Lerner knows or ought to
know that the Communist International
was projected before the Russian Revolu-
tion; it had its origin in the collapse of the
Second International in World War I and
the rise of dissident militant groups within
the Socialist movements of all countries, in-
cluding our own. Is socialist international-
ism valid only so long as socialism fails to

triumph in any country? That is the absurd
conclusion that inevitably flows from
Lerner’s position. And are the policies ad-

. vocated by a political organization, the

Communist Party, to be judged not on the
basis of whether they serve the real inter-
ests of the country in which that party
functions—for instance, collective security
—but on the basis of whether or not they
happen to coincide with policies advocated
by another government? That kind of self-
defeating logic has led more than one na-
tion to disaster.

And having reduced a great historic
movement to the vulgar ideograms of an
Elizabeth Dilling, it is no wonder that
Lerner views the proposed dissolution of
the Comintern on the same intellectual
level. “I do not for a moment think they
[the Soviet leaders] are giving away some-
thing for nothing,” he writes. ““They need
our aid immediately and they are willing to
pay a price for it.” Lerner no doubt thinks
he is speaking the hardboiled language of
the Realpolitiker. Actually he has taken a
great historic act, a momentous contribu-
tion to the common victory over the Axis,
and cut it down to the moral stature of
the Bowery swap shop.

MOST serious of all is what Lerner has

to say about the American Commu-
nist Party. In his PM editorial he wrote
that “the Communist Party in our own
country has a chance now to become truly
independent, in fact as well as in form.”
And he held forth the possibility of “some
sort of unity among labor and progressive
groups,” a unity that would presumably
include the Communists. Ignoring for the
moment Lerner’s wrong assumption that
the Communist Party was previously not
independent, this represents a constructive
approach. In his New Republic article,
however, he reverses himself. He an-
nounces that “the Communist Party in
America is through” (shades of August-
September 1939). He talks darkly about
“the internal struggles for control, which

Q‘? w have been hitherto

‘S suppressed by  the

Comintern.”  This
will undoubtedly
evoke a good laugh
' from any bona fide
3 mempber of the Com-
munist Party, such member usually being
a benighted citizen who hasn’t had the
benefit of getting the real lowdown from
Jan Valtin or Joseph Freeman.

It is a pity Max Lerner, before writing
these pretentious meditations, did not re-
read and digest the following:

““The truth is that nativism is as danger-
ous 2 movement in political thought as in
political action. Jefferson himself, although
he hated monarchical Europe, was a de-

votee of the French Revolution. Emerson
and Thoreau despised a narrow nrational-
ism and counted themselves citizens of the
world.

“, .. let us define “American’ broadly
enough so as to include the social experi-
ence of Europe, and not make us.into a
closed country hostile to ideas from the
outside and clinging foolishly to its own
errors.”’

That is from an editorial in PM of May
31 by—Max Lerner.

Spangler's Council

ARRIsON E.

Spangler, the
chief of staff of the
Republican high
command, has an-
nounced the forma-
tion of a committee
of forty-nine to act as a postwar advisory
council and recommend planks for next
year’s election platform. If ever there was
any doubt that the Party’s apparatus was in
the hands of its most crochety tories, a
quick glance at the committee’s personnel
will dispel any such feeling. With the
minor exception of Willkie partisans, the
group is heavily freighted with isolationists
of the pre-Pearl Harbor vintage and with
appeasers of the Robert Taft caliber. The
Republican New York Herald Tribune
politely described the senators and repre-
sentatives who in part comprise the council
as gentlemen who can “only see as far
ahead as the ends of their noses on a very
clear day.” Neither Burton nor Ball is in-
cluded although they were among the Re-
publican members of the Senate team of
four who sponsored the resolution on post-
war international cooperation. In fact
neither of them had heard of the plan to
establish such a committee until they read
about it in the newspapers.

Mr. Spangler’s statement accompanying
the appointments contains exactly ten
words about the war being his first concern
and then launches into one of those dia-
tribes against the New Deal which will
most assuredly be rebroadcast from Berlin.
It is more than clear that the Republican
rank and file who support unconditional
victory and are behind the President re-
gardless of other differences, have a fight
of major proportions on their hands. The
challenge thrown down to them by this
latest Spangler invention is that either they
completely eschew the Hoover-Taft cote-
rie, whose interests run contrary to the na-
tion’s, or their party will be besmirched in
history as having been the main vehicle for
compromise peace plans and the kind of
America that is hated and feared by the
rest of the world.




WHEN THE LABOR PARTY MEETS

London (by awireless).
HE Labor Party will meet June 14

I in an atmosphere of unprecedented

public excitement and interest in all
those issues which are supposed especially
to occupy the party itself. Yet, paradoxi-
cally, it is generally agreed that it is ex-
tremely unlikely that this conference will
be capable of reflecting the real attitude of
the labor movement in the form of any
decisions corresponding to developments
since the last conference. The most im-
portant, though not the only, case in point
is the question of Communist affiliation.
Few people, even in the lowest dungeons of
Transport House, headquarters of the
Trades Union Congress (TUC), would
deny that in the minds of Labor Party
members and throughout the labor move-
ment, this question is not only urgent but
has grown much simpler, much more di-
rect, since the proposed dissolution of the
Comintern and since Stalin’s letter to Reu-
ters’ Moscow correspondent. Yet there is
only the shadow of the outside edge of a
possibility that the conference will do any-
thing but turn down affiliation of a sizeable
majority. The betting at Transport House
on the day I write (June 7) was on a vote
of about 1,700,000 to 600,000. And while
all such calculations are still “subject to last
minute revision” it’s not possible to say the
Transport House bet is ridiculous.

Still it would be a mistake to draw pes-
simistic conclusions from the vote—or from
the superficial behavior of Labor Party
executive officers. To begin with, a large
number of unions and other organiza-
tions voting at the conference were irre-
vocably mandated before the announce-
ment of the Comintern’s proposed dissolu-
tion. In a somewhat significant number
of cases demands for reconsideration have
been made by organizations, but it is
broadly true of the majority of them that
to secure reversals now is impossible. This,
of course, is the basic fact on which Labor
Party leaders are playing. Their game—
and it’s a game particularly directed at
America—is to pretend that the vote which
was actually settled before the Comintern
dissolution is in some sense the reply of
the Labor Party membership to that action
and to the latest proposals of unity dis-
cussions put forward by Communist Party
leaders. As everyone, including the Labor
Party leaders themselves, knows, this is ab-
surdly misleading and a travesty on truth.

The fact is that, despite the rigidity im-
posed by the mandates, the effect of the
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proposed Comintern dissolution, and of sub-
sequent developments in Britain, was to
create within the Labor Party and the
labor movement generally the profound
belief that some move in the direction of
unity has to be made. _

In this connection it is important to
notice that within the trade union move-
ment, particularly during the last two years,
new leaders have arisen who have the full-
est confidence in the men and women of
the movement, leaders who certainly were
not elected by people sharing the prejudices
and old fashioned notions expressed in the
recent utterances of Transport House. For
instance, the Amalgamated Engineering
Union [machinists] have within the past
eighteen months, elected two well known
Communist leaders as national organizers,
by unprecedented majorities. And these
votes were cast by men and women who
form. the backbone of the war effort in
aviation and other factories.

Therefore, while the vote at the Labor
conference on this issue will be watched
with enormous interest, it will be regarded
as the beginning of a new phase in the
British labor movement’s history rather
than—as Labor Party leaders would like—
in any sense finalizing the rejection of
unity. Quite the contrary. It is a virtual
certainty that following the conference,
whatever the vote may be, the pressure
from the movement itself to bring together

the Labor Party and Communist Party
leaders will grow until it is irresistible. On
the eve of the conference those who advo-
cate breaking the electoral truce in Britain
are in the final spurt of their activity. And
it is certain that a last-minute intrigue is
going on between “leftists” and reactionary
leaders. While this intrigue, is unlikely to
get far at the conference in terms of votes,
it is significant of certain trends within the
Labor Party today. All betting is in favor
of a fairly heavy vote rejecting proposals
to break the electoral truce. At the last
minute, it seems, Sir Walter Citrine, un-
necessarily agitating on subjects such as the
trades disputes act [a law passed in 1927
which, among other things, prohibits civil
service workers from joining the TUC],
has played into the hands of those desiring
to rupture the truce. It is being stated by
some here that Citrine is seeking to parallel
the activities of John L. Lewis.

That is probably exaggeration. It is true,
however, that Citrine, TUC leaders, and
the Daily Herald have suddenly been blow-
ing up this issue as though it were the
basis of a major political crisis. And it is
also true that this issue could be quietly
settled to the full satisfaction of all workers
concerned without matters being forced to
a point where the unity of the government
is imperiled. For according to all indica-
tions, demands of post office workers and
other civil servants for the right to mem-
bership in the TUC would be quietly ful-

filled in the normal course of events.

REVIEWING the conference, I may say

that the following features are outstand-
ing. It takes place at a moment when the
war is reaching a new climax. It takes
place to some extent under the influence of
a certain complacency which swept the
British labor movement first after Stalin-
grad, then after the first victories in North
Africa—all of which created an atmosphere
wherein many decisive preliminary confer-
ences were held. Third, because of this fact,
it is unlikely the conference can express
the new mood of the British labor move-
ment. Fourth, it is certain a new mood
exists already in many quarters—one might
cite recent articles in the New Statesman
and Nation which previously was bitterly
anti-affiliation—and that mood will express
itself more vigorously in the immediate fu-
ture. Fifth, the conference will produce
a showdown between supporters and op-
ponents of the electoral truce, with the
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latter probably gaining headlines while los-
ing votes (although at this writing it is not
possible to assert that they will be defeated

as soundly as one might expect, since it is

not known what last minute maneuver will
be conducted on this issue).
All this has been seen in the light of the

Waskington.

" ¥ HEN President Roosevelt issued
‘ his executive order creating the

Office of War Mobilization, the -

Senate coalition which had been vigorously
supporting the "T'olan-Pepper-Kilgore bill
hated OWM at a joint press conference
as “a strong step in the right direction.”
Sen. James E. Murray of Montana went
further; in a national broadcast, he called
the President’s action “one of the most
vital and far-reaching orders issued by him
since the beginning of the war.” Sen.
Claude Pepper of Florida and Edwin C.
Johnson of Colorado also broadcast their
warm approval. Labor endorsed the new
approach to the war economy—more than
anything else, the order represented 2
clear-cut victory for principles long ad-
vocated by the CIO, AFL, and Railroad
Brotherhoods.

The OWM sets the stage for achieving
the integration that has so far been lacking
in the war effort. It establishés a basis

for planning. Not surprisingly Republican:

reactionaries and the defeatist newspapers
greeted the new agency with a cynical
laugh. They sneered at what they called
just another “‘super” board, another re-
shuffling of the war agencies similar to
those that had gone before. But this
refusal to acknowledge OWM as a for-
ward step ignores the fact that the new
agency represents a departure from former
conceptions of organization. The rela-
tionship of OWM to the other war
agencies is similar to the relationship of the
general staff of the army: OWM has the
final authority over the various agencies,
and most important, it can coordinate their
functions to avoid duplication, it can cut
through bottlenecks, it can eliminate
jurisdictional squabbles, it can reduce in-

efficiency. Above all, it can replace aim-
lessness and chaos with direction and
purpose.

Up to now, the war agencies, in prac-
tice quite autonomous, have each been in-
clined to follow an individual course with-

out much concern abcut how their func-.

fact that the British Labor movement
is acutely conscious of the prolonged
delay in getting the Anglo-American
forces into full action in  the war.
And simultaneously it has received an
enormous dose of self-confidence from the
victories of the Anglo-American armies in

tions related to the over-all economy or
even whether they conflicted with and
thwarted the work of some other unit. As
a result, manpower mobilization programs,
for example, were drafted with no knowl-
edge of where labor was most needed or
for what purpose or when; and contracts
for materiel were granted without thought
to available manpower or materials. Com-
petition between war agencies resulted in
every sort of disproportion dangerous to
the war effort. Haphazard approaches
led to unnecessary shortages of critical
materials. Confusion mounted, threaten-
ing collapse of the economy if it were sud-
denly put to unusual strain by the exigencies
of war.

CREATION of OWM is recognition by the

President that a hodge-podge of agen-
cies with a hand-to-mouth policy cannot do
the job. As yet, of course, OWM remains
a form, but the creation of this new form
involves a principle long advocated by

labor, by the win-the-war coalition in -

Congress, and by other progressives. 'The
principle was first enunciated by the House
Tolan committee, which investigated war
production and arrived at the conclusion
that the needs of all-out war cannot pos-
sibly be met by hit-or-miss improvisation.
From similar evidence, independently ar-
rived at, the Senate Truman, Murray,
Kilgore, and the short-lived Pepper com-
mittees reached almost identical conclu-
sions. 'The congressional committees join-
ed together to support legislation for an
Office of War Mobilization.

Organized labor backed this demand
wholeheartedly. It should be noted, more-
over, that the general secretary of the
Communist Party, Earl Browder, anti-
cipated and later helped popularize the con-
ception of an integrated war economy.
Browder’s book, Victory—and After, his
pamphlets, Production for Victory, and
Policy for Victory, and his numerous
speeches and articles effectively educated
and won the support of large numbers of

Tunisia. It is a curiously significant fact
that even within a few days of the confer-
ence, the Labor Party rank and file still
believe that it may be dominated by
events occuring before then to an extent
which may throw out of gear very many
calculations confidently made a week ago.

CLOSER TO PLANNING

people for the principle of economic plan-
ning.

LEss than a week old as this is written,

the OWM has not so far been given
content. James Byrnes, OWM director,
has still to state his conception of OWM’s
role. At his first press conference, Justice
Byrnes said something about acting “as
“umpire”—which is what he did as director
of Economic Stabilization, and which only
succeeded in transforming that office into a
court of appeals. ‘The new OWM, in ac-
cordance with the specific definition con-
tained within the President’s order, has the
job of- coordinating and planning. Any
attempt merely to act as referee, to adjust
disputes as they arise, would defeat the
President’s purpose..

Justice Byrnes in the past has been all
too ready to yield to big business pressure
and to the importunities of special interests.
He has not been above propitiating the
profits-as-usual clique or reaction in Con-
gress. But as chief of OWM, Byrnes’ task
is not to make everyone happy—his job is
to plan, to evolve programs for the in-
crease of production and the stabilization
of the domestic economy, with each agency
performing tasks in relation to the other
agencies, 'The weakness of OWM as it
is now constituted is the failure to include
all those groups which must be involved
if planning is to be successful. Production
planning cannot be achieved without the
fullest collaboration of labor, management,
the manpower authorities, the farm organi-
zations, and the food and agricultural ad-
ministrations. The OWM six-man board
lacks breadth of outlook and experience.
But this can be easily corrected. A gauge
of OWM’s progress and its chances for
fulfilling the President’s order will be its
attitude toward labor participation; and
toward such men as the War Production
Board’s executive vice-chairman, Charles
E. Wilson, who has accomplished so much
through production scheduling.

The OWM does not completely answer




the requirements set forth by the Tolan-
Pepper-Kilgore bill. It does not, for
example, transfer procurement to WPB
and remove this function from control by
_the armed services. It does not inaugurate
an office of technological mobilization. It
retains dollar-a-year men in key positions.
Justice Byrnes has already shown a reluc-
tance to deal with problems of food pro-
duction, or with price control and ration-
ing. Perhaps it is too soon to demand
OWM action to preserve OPA against the
reactionary attack endangering- its very
existence. Yet Justice Byrnes’ first speech

as OWM director was sadly empty: true,
it contained some interesting figures about
production, but it was remarkably barren
of any considered statement of policy.
Justice Byrnes has still to say the awful
word “planning.”

EVERTHELESs, what the OWM will do

and how far it will fulfill its vitally im-
portant function cannot be left to chance
or to the arbitrary decision of its chairman
and the other five men on his board.
Organized labor struggled relentlessly to
win the principle recognized in the creation

of OWM. Now labor has the further
obligation to help endow the new agency
with content. Pressure can now be con-
centrated on the War Cabinet and not

dispersed in the effort to force each agency
to do its job. The OWM is responsible
for its subsidiaries—“IF it’s in govern-
ment,” said Justice Byrnes, “it’s in the
War Mobilization Office.” On OWM,.
the President stressed, depends the effect-
iveness of our military machine and our
essential civilian economy as we enter a
new phase of the war, the phase of the
second front. :

NOT AIR POWER ALONE .

=HE month of May saw air activity

I unprecedented in this war. Certainly

the Allies went to town, while the

Axis air forces kept unusually quiet every-

where except for the Luftwaffe’s tremend-

ous efforts to achieve superiority at least
on certain sectors of the Eastern Front.

Let us look at all these various aerial
activities, each of which is distinctly differ-
ent from the other.

Such activities took place over Attu, the
approaches to Australia, in China, on the
Eastern Front, over the Mediterranean,
and finally—and most spectacular in: the
public mind—over Germany, especially. in
the Ruhr. There were days when probably
2,000-3,000 planes were in the air simul-
taneously over our planet. What did these
planes accomplish, in the main?

On Attu the intervention of our aircraft
was purely tactical and on a comparatively
small scale, commensurate with the size of
the operation where only a brigade of
enemy troops was involved. Also, because
of climatic conditions, their intervention
was spasmodic.- Under conditions there, our
aerial power did not solve any independent
problems, but probably saved us-a few hun-
dred lives. The enemy intervened in the
air only weakly and unsuccessfully.

On the approaches to Australia the old
and familiar game of “ironing” the semi-
circle of Japanese bases continued, with our
aviation maintaining the upper hand.

In China our air force in conjunction
with the Chinese, equipped with our planes,
seems to have played the most decisive of
all roles given to air power in the period
of time under review. It turned the tide
in the great battle of Central China and
determined the greatest single defeat the
Japanese have suffered during six years

of war in China. This Sino-American air
force intervened both strategically and tac-
tically. It acted directly against the Japan-
ese key bases (Yochow, Ichang, and
others), disrupting the service of supply
and reinforcement, wrought havoc with
the Japanese lines of communications, and
supported the Chinese troops in actual com-
bat.

No doubt the Chinese victory in the
Lake Region would have been impossible
without the intervention of air power. On
the other hand, nothing much would have
happened to the Japanese if air power had
acted alone. Its success was facilitated by
certain factors: the Japanese bases were
rather concentrated, the lines of communi-
cation ran along the Yangtze where a ship,
or harge, or junk, cannot escape punishment
from the air by maneuvering, and finally—
the Japanese troops engaged had never yet
fought an enemy who has some measure
of air power, be it ever so modest. The
veterans of Lake Khassan and of Nomon-
han, of the battles with its Red Army in
1938-39, know something about it, of
course, but they were not among these
troops. It may be said that under existing
conditions, air power emerged decisive, al-
though not dominant—in contrast with the
war over Europe where it is dominant, but
not decisive, as I shall attempt to show
later. The dominant role, of course, was
that of the Chinese infantry.

On the Eastern Front air activity this
late spring has risen to almost record
heights. During May the Red Army de-
stroyed a little more than 2,000 German
planes and lost about 500, which is an
excellent ratio against the Luftwaffe when
the latter acts in force. During the first
week of June the German air toll bids fair

to reach the 500 mark. Whatever the in-
tentions of the German High Command—
and I, for one, still feel certain that they
will do the attacking—it was the Red Air
Force which started- things by blanketing
the immediate, intermediate, and distant
rear of the German armies with a terrific
barrage of tactical, operational, and stra-
tegic, bombing. The “blanket” reached as
far as the Danzig-Warsaw-Constanza
line. Most of the railroad junctions between
that line and the tactical rear were bombed.
The tactical rear itself was pretty well
gone over, too. It is interesting to note
that the most intensive bombing made a
triangular pattern with Warsaw, Nevel,
and Peltava as apexes, showing that the
main Soviet effort was concentrated in the
enemy rear on the Central Front.

THE German retaliation, which took

place at Leningrad, Kursk, Rostov,
and the North Caucasus, was notoriously
spasmodic. However, the effort was very
great; Kursk, for instance, was raided on
June 2 by 500 German planes (of which
123 were lost—a terrific price by all stand-
ards). This tremendous aerial activity on
the Eastern Front is characteristically pre-
paratory for land action, although we don’t
know who will start the attack. It is defi-
nitely not viewed by either side as a res per
se, an action designed to bring victory all
by itself.

In the Mediterranean our air action
against the “invasion islands” is reminiscent
of an artillery barrage preceding the attack.
To plaster the islands solely in order to de-
stroy the now strategically unimportant ob-
jectives of a power which is of third-rate
importance, would be silly. Therefore, it is
to be assumed that this is a preparatory
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barrage. The Germans seem to have with-

drawn their planes from the region. Many ~

enemy planes have been destroyed on the
ground, which suggests that the Germans
may have left the Italians without gaso-
line, or that the Italian warning system
has broken down.

"Thus, in the five active sectors, or fronts
discussed above, air power is performing its
duties in an “uncontroversial” way, i.e., in
a way which leaves no doubt that the best
results possible are being driven at, if not
always necessarily achieved.

THE use of air power on the so-called
Western Front is another matter. I
have said so many times that we don’t be-
lieve air power alone can win the war, or
even represent the shadow of a second
front, that it seems trite to repeat it. It is
better to quote what the Royal Air Force
iself has to say about the results of its tri-
umphant month of May (shared to a great
extent by the Eighth US Air Force). In
London on June 2, according to Homer
Bigart of the New York Herald Tribune,
an RAF commentator admitted that bomb-
ing alone would not defeat Germany and
that the devastation of the great industrial
cities of Essen, Dortmund, Bochum, Dus-
seldorf, Duisburg, and Wuppertal did not
portend the immediate and dramatic col-
lapse of the Axis power. Mr. Bigart adds:
“. .. it is easy to exaggerate the im-
portance of the Ruhr. The Ruhr contains
less than one-fifth of Germany’s industrial
capacity and enly about one-third of its
coal and steel output [probably about
9,000,000 tons of steel a year—Col. T.].
As the magazine The Economist points
out, the key industries of the war effort
are farther to the east—The new steel

works at Salzgitter, the greatest center of

tank production at Fallersleben, the chemi-
cal works at Leuna, Halle, and Leipzig,
the new industrial development in Upper
Silesia and Southern Poland. .. .”

Those industrial centers are located in
two elliptical areas, one of them with its foci

at Pilsen and Munich, and the other—at’

Frankfort-on-Main and at Wittenberg. In
addition there i sthe triangular area of
Warsaw-Sandomierz-Katowice. The first
ellipse and the Polish triangle are not im-
mune to bombing, but so far have been little

touched, probably for good reasons. Night .

bombing of these areas will be more difficult
during the summer because there are only
about seven hours of darkness and the trip
from London i sa matter of 750 to 1,000
miles one way. The Polish industrial area
and the Austro-Czecho-Bavarian one are
also 750 to 1,000 miles from the nearest
Soviet alrdromes

‘Therefore it may be said with a rea-
sonable degree of assurance that no sys-
tematic saturation bombing can be effected
until fall against a part of Germany
which contains four-fifths of its industrial
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capacity and two-thirds of its steel and coal
output. This is the truth which dampens
the unwarranted enthusiasm over the
bombings of the Ruhr,

So DESPITE all the reports about the effect

of the bombings on German morale,
production, home front, etc., I remain con-
vinced that the “airpower alone” theory is
a dangerous fallacy. The key to winning
the war against Germany in the main in
1943 still is: land action against the Conti-
nent of Europe, preferably from two sides,
the south and the northwest. Such land ac-
tion will liquidate the U-boats by seizing
their lairs, and thus insure the flow of
American material to the battlefronts of
Europe. At the same time it will pull the
industrial teeth of Germany instead of
simply “drilling” them.

And speaking of the war against the

U-boats—the latter has been going much
better of late, thanks to the intervention
,of our air power in the middle of the
Atlantic where there was a gap between
our air patrols from American, British, and
West African shores. Now the gap is being
filled by planes which fly from makeshift
aircraft-carriers of a new type. These car-
riers accompany convoys and spot, report,
and often actually sink submarines. Here is
another example of the proper use of air
power in conjunction with other means.
Thus we see that the only unsatisfactory
use of air power is on the front which the
radio and the newspapers inaccurately, and
more and more frequently call the “West-
ern Front.” Tactically brilliant as are the
RAF and USAF raids on Europe, the use
of air power here is unsatisfactory because
it represents an attempt to use that power
for a purpose it cannot accomplish by itself.

INIIIIII|II||III|IIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIlIlIIIIIIIIlIIIII]lIllIIlIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.III[IIIIII]“IIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIlIIIIIlIllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllIIIllIIllllllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIlllllllllllllllllllllllll

"Westbrook Pegler's coming over—he has a PRICELESS plan to head off a fifth term drive!"
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MOTHER'S GONE A-WELDING

The hand that rocks the cradle also rules a machine. Eva Lapin discusses some special problems

of women in war industry. Absenteeism and organized child care.

ends with the setting of the sun, but

a woman’s work is never done”
neatly sums up one of the major problems
facing women in industry today—how to
spend ten hours away from home working
“hard at an essential war job and still take
care of household duties and children.
Close to sixty percent of the' women proud-
ly marching into factory gates for the first
time today are married. And in addition,
one out of every three or four housewives
now at home will join the ranks of women
workers before the end of the year.

One government official concerned with
the recruitment of women in industry told
me that unless we find a solution to this
problem of “double duty,” absenteeism
among women workers will increase and
the whole effort to encourage additional
women to enter industry will bog down.
Since the expansion of our production pro-
gram and the requirements of selective
service will make it more and more neces-
sary to rely on women to do the jobs pre-
viously done by men, immediate measures
are needed.

In the months after Pearl Harbor, when
the Women’s Bureau of the Department
of Labor began scurrying around to see
what jobs women could fill, they had no
idea of what was to come. Where there
was one woman employed in aircraft at
the time of Pearl Harbor, there are now
forty six “angels with dirty faces,” as Pac-
ific Coast fliers call them. Women have
even penetrated into the shipyards—there
are now sixteen to each lone woman work-
er in 1940. Today, Mary Anderson, ener-
getic director of the Women’s Bureau, can
proudly state: “Our industrial surveys show
that no real distinction exists in war indus-
tries as to what constitutes a man’s or a
woman’s job.” It is now the usual pro-
cedure that what a2 woman does on the
day shift, a man does on the night shift.
More than eighty percent of 1,800 key
processes in war industries are being han-
dled by women. And the working woman
is no longer confined to the “light, delicate”
machine jobs of the early days—you will
find slightly built girls operating heavy
cranes, doing electric arc welding, working
as ground mechanics and spray painters.

THAT old saying that “a man’s work

ALL this has required a change of tradi-

tional attitudes on the part of many
men workers. Some machinists I’ve spoken
to tell me that the men in their plants con-
sider women “the gremlins” of the pro-
duction line. Everything that goes wrong
is blamed on “those women,”’ even
where no females grace that particular
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department. There seems to be a need for
a kindlier approach from the menfolk, es-
pecially the grizzly-haired mechanics in

~ shipyards. Accustomed to the traditional

American portrait of the little housewife in
her gingham taking care of the precious
children and a spotless home, it is undoubt-
edly a little difficult to make the transition
to the woman worker in her sturdy over-
alls hard at work assembling a bomber.
The newly installed benches and rest-
rooms for women or the occasional rest
periods are sometimes resented because of
failure to understand that physical differ-
ences make these necessary as aids to pro-
duction. And in rare instances, where the
women still do not.appreciate the serious-
ness of the work they are doing and whip
out the old powder puff fifteen minutes
before quitting time, the men must make
allowances for feminine foibles,

Officials active in the women enrollment
campaign will tell you that there is plenty
of room for an educational job to be done
on the women, too. They must learn to
conform with factory discipline and shake
off the notion that defense work is glamor-
ous. In most cases it is dull, dirty, monoto-
nous, and fatiguing. But the big job that
has to be done is selling those women who
still frown at work in industry the im-
portance of donning a factory badge. This
is particularly true in the thirty-six areas
where there is an acute shortage of labor.
Here women are the last remaining re-
serve before outside workers will have to
be brought in despite already overcrowded
and overtaxed facilities.

“My friends raised skeptical eyebrows
when I informed them I had signed up te
take the machinist’s course. . . . ‘What,

‘and get all greasy?’ the girls in the bridge

club asked in a horrified tone.” This is
from a letter to a national woman’s maga-
zine from a defense worker. But it tells
the story. The War Manpower Commis-
sion has conducted drives in critical areas
directed solely toward recruiting women.
In Detroit, 116,532 women volunteered,
and the response was good in San Diego,
Seattle, Bridgeport, and other cities. But
even in Detroit at least another 80,000
are needed. The “career girl” magazines,
like Charm, Glamour, and Mademoiselle
have also been trying to persuade the “Kit-
ty Foyles” that there is no stigma attached
to factory work. Even Junior Leaguers
are doing it these days. But the women’s
magazines still haven’t done all they can.
They are the ones that made “dishpan
hands” a badge of dishonor among the na-
tion’s housewives—they ought to undo the
damage now and make women, particular-

ly those with children over fourteen, real-
ize their place is on the assembly line.

Another 2,500,000 women must come
into direct war work and essential indus-
tries by the end of 1943. This will swell
the ranks of working women to 18,000,-
000, with more than 5,000,000 directly in
war jobs. By the end of 1943, women
will make up twenty-eight percent of our
labor force, as compared with seventy to
eighty percent in the Soviet Union. But
there has been a thirty percent increase
since Pearl Harbor and that is something
of an achievement.

EADING the list of obstacles to be re-

moved from the path of women in
industry is the widespread practice of pay-
ing women less than men for comparable
jobs. Although it is official government pol-
icy, enunciated by the War Labor Board,
to grant “equal pay for equal work,” many

- employers are pursuing business as usual

policies on this question. In a recent study
of small arms plants made by the Women’s
Bureau, only three out of eight factories
paid equal wages. In a recent War Labor
Board case involving the Brown Sharpe
Manufacturing Co. and the International
Association of Machinists,” the company
generously offered to cut the wage differ-
ential between men and women down to
twenty percent. ‘The panel decision re-
jecting this offer stated emphatically:
“There is no proof, scientific or otherwise,
that women are twenty percent less capable
than men all the time.” One of the com-
mon arguments advanced by employers is
that women do “light work” rather than
the heavier jobs. The lightness of an opera-
tion has little to do with the degree of
skill it requires. And, even in cases where
the process is slightly changed when wom-
en take over, this is a matter of engineer-
ing efficiency and women should not be
expected to bear the expense.

Since the WLB first announced the
equal pay principle in the General Motors
case, over 500 companies have equalized
women’s wages. The United Electrical,
Radio and Machine Workers (CIO) has
an equal pay clause in all contracts. And
many unions are now insisting that where
a woman replaces 2 man she receives the
same wage. It doesn’t help the morale of a
man going into the army if he feels his

. wage standards are being undermined at

his peacetime occupation.

In the aircraft plants where the starting
rates for men and women are the same,
women are kept much longer at begin-
ner’s pay than men. This brings up an-
other problem confronting women work-
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ers—the lack of advance training to give
them a chance to graduate from a simple
routine machine process to setting up ma-
chines themselves or even to supervisory
positions. Employers use the specious ex-
cuse that “women don’t like to work for
other women.” In a plant like the RCA
factory in Harrison, Pa., where close to 70
percent of the workers are women and
there is a good sprinkling of women fore-
men, very good working relationships exist.
Two women work-simplification supervis-
ors from this plant were among the thirty-
six “bottleneck eliminators” recently hon-
ored by the War Production Board. By
and large, training of women workers is
coming along smoothly, both in the pre-
employment courses given in vocational
schools and on-the-job "training, but the
weak spot is upgrading and advance train-
ing in plants.

‘The large influx of inexperienced wom-
en workers has resulted in an astounding
upward spiral of industrial accidents and
illnesses. In one Wisconsin plant alone, the
rate went up ninety percent from January
to December 1942. If employers and plant
labor-management committees were to
make use of the excellent pamphlets put
out by the Women’s Bureau on health
and safety conditions, this problem could
be met. Such measures as building wooden
platforms to raise machines, providing spe-
cial benches so that women can sit, and
adding extra guards to machinery can be
adopted without too much expense. Fre-
quent medical inspections and adequate
treatment of industrial burns and exposures
to harmful substances ought to be provided
in all plants.

Safety precaution is largely a matter of
wearing proper clothing and this is one
point that needs hammering home to many
women. There are reports of resistance to
proper headgear, removal of jewelry, etc.
The “sweater controversy” recently played
up in the newspapers made good copy, but
was undoubtedly greatly exaggerated.
Women want to do their jobs well, but
they also want to look well. There need
be no real conflict between safety and
morale provided the company plans its uni-
forms in consultation with the workers and
makes them as attractive as possible. De-
signing an experimental uniform, having a
few girls wear them for a while, and then
asking the girls for suggestions seems like
a smooth way to achieve the proper work-
ing clothes. It’s been tried in many plants,
the Women’s Bureau reports, and has
worked out well.

BSENTEEISM among workers as a

whole is a subject of much concern
today and the problem is particularly acute
among women, whose rate of absenteeism
is about twice as high as that of men. The
reasons are partly the same: improper
working conditions, eating and housing
facilities, insufficient recreation time. Inner
plant conditions have much to do with
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causing excessive fatigue, which is one of
the main reasons women take time off.
The Women’s Bureau advocates a five to
ten minute rest period in the middle of
every four hours, and points out that pro-
per nutrition, meaning hot foods and
enough time to eat, will reduce fatigue.
Many plants also report that women take
time off when their sweethearts or hus-
bands come home on furlough. In Britain
women are allowed to plan such leaves in
advance. There is no reason why we can’t
do the same.

Probably the greatest factor in the high-
er absenteeism among women is the added
responsibilities of home and children. Ade-
quate child care is the most important prob-
lem that must be solved if sufficient women
are to enter industry and if their rate of
absenteeism is to be kept down to the ap-
proximate levels prevailing among men.
While it is true that the War Manpower
Commission and the Women’s Bureau
have adopted a policy of encouraging wom-
en with children under fourteen years of
age to stay home, what are these women
to do when economic necessity decides oth-
erwise? Moreover, in critical areas such
women may be the only remaining source
of workers and it is their patriotic duty to,
get factory jobs. It is estimated that close
to 700,000 children need care in the 108
cities in which the WMC is conducting in-
tensive recruiting campaigns among wom-
en. So far little has been done to solve this
problem. The delay in setting up nursery
schools and projects for children of school
age can be traced mainly to squabbling
among federal agencies, plus refusal of
Congress to recognize the need. Only some
980 projects taking care of about 11,000
children, are functioning under the Lan-
ham Act. In recent weeks there has been
some evidence of less friction and greater
cooperation among the agencies concerned,
the Office of Defense, Health, and Welfare
Services, the Federal Works Agency, Office
of Education, and the Children’s Bureau.
A little pressure on these agencies. and on

Congress from mothers beset with worries
as to where to place their children, and
from women employe counselors who say
that “the child problem is the greatest a
woman’s counselor in a war plant must
face,” will help speed action. The greatest
need, however, is for after-school projects
for children of school age. It should be
relatively simple to work out a solution in
the public schools, as has been done success-
fully in Britain.

Even if their children are taken care of,
married women workers still have to shop,
cook, clean, and do laundry. Here British
experience can also be fruitful for wus.
Women are allowed regular time off to
shop, either an afternoon a week, or they
can come in one or two hours later. Where
there is no one at horhe to help with the
housework, women are not assigned to
night shifts. Priority certificates, which a
woman worker leaves at her grocer’s in
the morning and picks up later in the day,
enables her to get a fair share of rationed
and unrationed goods. Stores are open to
accommodate her, either late at night or
early in the morning.

One of the best practices instituted in
England is the restaurants where entire
families can obtain cooked, wholesome
meals at nominal cost. This eliminates the
necessity for shopping, cooking, and wash-
ing dishes—one of the biggest headaches
of women workers. The Congress of
Women’s Auxiliaries, CIO, has been try-
ing to interest American communities in
this type of communal feeding. The British
also offer at such restaurants packed, pre-
cooked meals which may be taken home,
if that is preferred.

LL these problems that have come in
the wake of women’s employment can
be solved by intelligent planning and super-
vision, and by greater awareness of them
on the part of the federal government,
local communities, and trade unions. Con-
ferences like the one recently held in Bal-
timore, where the CIO brought together
representatives from the community, wom-
en workers, and employers to discuss the
problems of women in that booming town,
are an encouraging sign. The “double
duty” of women should not be shouldered
by them alone: It is a community, a trade
union, and an employer responsibility.
Local civilian defense organizations can
help by enlisting volunteers to do shop-
ping, laundry, and perhaps watch over the
children if the parents work the night
shift. Communities must see to it that
stores are open late and that essential serv-
ices such as doctors and dentists are also
available at convenient hours. Proper hous-
ing and recreational facilities are likewise a
must. American women are ready to play
their part no less than their Soviet and
British sisters. Our country cannot afford
conditions that limit or impair their con-
tribution in any way.
Eva Larpin.
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PULPITS IN WAR

Dr. Harry F. Ward examines the varying degrees of unity and anti-Axis struggle on the part of the
Profesfiw_"nf, Jewish, and Catholic churches of America.

ROTESTANTISM, Roman Catholicism,
P and Judaism, the three prevailing

forms of religion in the United States,
show quite a difference in emphasis in their
attitudes toward the war. Judaism, save
for a tiny handful of conscientious objec-
tors, is united. "The Synagogue Council of
America, comprising Orthodox, Conserva-
tive and Reform, Rabbinical and Congre-
gational religious bodies, recently declared
that the war must be “fought to a victori-
ous conclusion.” This is a natural position
for a religion which has developed as the
expression of a national community in-a
day when that community, long since scat-
tered abroad in the earth, sees its European
section threatened with extermination by
Hitler and his hordes. Equally natural is
Jewish support of the Red Army to the
extent of a million dollar minimum this
year. This is more than a tribute to the
emancipating labors and sacrifices of the
Soviet forces, it is also a memorial to those
thousands of Jews who now sleep in mass
graves outside the Nazi occupied cities of
Poland and the Ukraine. Thus does his-
tory answer the lie, spread by anti-Soviet
Jews as well as anti-Soviet Christians, that
Communism, Nazism, and fascism are iden-
tical in nature.

American Catholicism also officially
supports our war effort, ‘The hierarchy lost
no time after Pearl Harbor in putting the
church behind the government. Its com-
mittee issued a statement “for the Roman
Catholic Church in America” declaring
that the war must be won “not as a tri-
umph of might but a benediction for all the
world.” This was followed by a letter to
the President from the Roman Catholic
“Bishops of the United States,” in the
name of the more than 20,000,000 mem-
bers of their church in this country, pledg-
ing" him their “wholehearted cooperation
in the difficult days that lie ahead.” A typi-
cal adjustment was made to the fact that
an ally in the war supported by the church
is the Soviet Union, against whom, from its
first days, the Vatican has carried on a
worldwide educational and political cam-
paign—an adjustment contained in the
declaration that the Soviet government is
one thing and “atheistic Communism” an-
other. So some Catholic priests and pre-
lates can freely express their ‘appreciation
of the Red Army. The amount of pacifist
dissent from the official Catholic position
is slight, because of the authoritarian nature
of the organization and because the church
has for many centuries taught its mem-
bers that it is right to support a just war.
Significantly enough, the most vocal ex-
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pression of Catholic pacifism has not been
through an intellectual journal, as it is in

Protestantism, but through the Catholic

Worker.

This official support of the war is quali-
fied in practice by two contradictions. The
propaganda of Father Coughlin against the
policies of the United States and in favor
of those of the Axis is being carried on,
more discreetly, by Father Curran and
the Brooklyn Tablet. Obviously silenced
by his superiors, after the government
cracked down on his seditious Social Justice,
Coughlin still goes untried. His roughneck,
strong arm, loud mouthed Christian Front-
ers, with an equally dangerous fringe of
Protestant fanatics, are still abroad in the
land. This may or may not be the result
of an understanding between church and
state as to a joint procedure. In either case
the situation is a serious reflection upon the
ability of both to pursue wholeheartedly
their professed aim of winning the war.

STILL more serious contradiction to the

national Catholic policy is' the - utter-
ances of the Pope concerning a negotiated
peace and neutrality toward all belliger-
ents. These were qualified somewhat by a
sentence in his Christmas message concern-
ing war and postwar aims which says the

church “does not intend to take sides for .

either of the particular forms in which sev-
eral peoples or states try to solve the gigan-
tic problem of domestic order of interna-
tional collaboration, as long as these forms
conform to the law of God.” Recently a
Vatican' spokesman gave voice on the air
to strong condemnation of the main war
policies and practices of the Nazis, and
thereby, to the principles which produced
them. In assessing the shifting emphasis in
these utterances it must be remembered
that here we are dealing with more than
religion. The Vatican is the seat of a politi-
cal as well as a religious power and the
present Pope, having served long as Papal
Secretary of State, is an experienced diplo-
mat.

This body with a dual nature is not a
split personality. Its right hand always
knows what its left is doing; they move
always in the.same interest—its long time
plans for religio-political dominion of the
world. To that end it is always ready, like
any general staff, to sacrifice a part of its
forces, as it did in Spain. Having found out
that it cannot come to terms with Hitler
as it did with Mussolini, it now knows that
its end will not be served by an Axis vic-
tory. It has known for a longer time, as its
policy toward Republican Spain showed,

that it also does not desire a genuinely
democratic, people’s victory and postwar
world in which the Soviet Union plays a
strong part. It is particularly interested in
protecting the smaller Catholic nations
from Soviet influence and tendencies.
Hence its weight, which has been steadily
growing at Washington because of Catho-
lic political power in key industrial cities,
will be put on the side of stalemate and
appeasement, against Hitler but in favor of
the potential little Hitlers in the govern-
ments-in-exile. This is a dangerous situa-
tion, because of the millions of Protestants
who, without understanding the underly-
ing politics, can be swung behind the cry
for a negotiated peace on the humanitarian
plea of stopping the slaughter, destruction,
and starvation. This possibility places a par-
ticular responsibility upon the many Catho-
lics in the United States who take their
religion but not their politics from priest
and prelate. They have to decide whether
the victory their church has called for is,
or is not, to be the “unconditional surren-
der” their government has demanded,
whether it is to be the smashing of Hitler
only, or also the defeat of Hitlerism.

II:I AMERICAN PROTESTANTISM, the larg-

est grouping in our religious world, there
is no such degree of unity on the war, offi-
cially or unofficially, as exists in either
Judaism or Roman Catholicism. Neither
the Federal Council of Churches which
speaks for twenty-four Protestant denomi-
nations, nor the national assemblies of the
largest denominations, have declared for
support of the war. They have gone only
as far as to approve the principles for which
we are fighting and condemn those of the
enemy. This is partly due to resolutions

.passed after the last war condemning war in
‘general as a collective sin with others declar-

ing that the church cannot be the voice or
servant of the state in any situation, and
partly to the fundamental principle of Prot-
estantism that the individual has the right
to decide his religious duty according to his
own conscience. Therefore the absence of
official Protestant blessing on the war effort
is not a measure of Protestant support of
the war: Its laity naturally makes up the
majority of the armed forces and the war
workers. Also it provides the majority of
conscientidus objectors, because of the
amount of pacifist teaching given its youth
since the world war and because some of
the smaller sects, like the Friends and the
Mennonites, make rejection of war one of
their basic tenets.

A measure of the respective forces is
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the division in the General Council of
Congregational Christian Churches who,
like the Baptists, still value independence
and local autonomy more than central gov-
ernment. The delegates, equally lay and
ministerial, first adopted a general state-
ment on the church and the war which
did not involve any commitments, then
divided in two sub-statements in one of
which 135 pacifists expressed their inability
to “accept the way of violence and bleod-
shed,” and in the other 409 war supporters
stated their reasons for the opposite posi-
tion. Thirty-five delegates declined to vote.
The Northern Baptist Convention which
re-affirmed the rights of both war support-
ers and conscientious objectors, without
separate statements, would probably show
about the same division, the Presbyterian
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EPORTS from the underground

in Europe often follow 2 tortu-
ous road before they reach our shores.
-Here is one that came from France
via Mexico. It tells the story of sev-
eral French war prisoners who had
been interned in Nazi camps in Aus-
tria and managed to escape with the
assistance of the underground.

The first story is that of a peasant
from the French province of Savoie.
He escaped from a camp in upper
Austria. He knew a little German
and for weeks he made his way
through Styria, Tyrol, and Voralr-
berg to Switzerland. In Styria he
was helped by peasants whose sons or
fathers were fighting on the Eastern
Front. These peasants had secret
stores of food. During his under-
ground travel to the Swiss frontier
he saw copies of underground papers
announcing the Allied landings in
North Africa and the Red Army’s
victories.

The second story is that of a
worker from the Paris region, Jean
F—.
Germans in the early stages of the
French campaign. He was sent to a
camp and later t oan Austrian arma-
ment factory. The Austrian workers,
mostly elderly men and women,
talked to him, although such con-
versations were strictly forbidden.
One day the Gestapo arrested several
of the Austrians for communicating
with the Frenchman and from then
on special guards were placed inside

man of the group in which Jean F—
worked, managed to pass a note to
him telling him that he would not be
abandoned. Pretending to give him
some work instructions, the foreman
informed him that he could escape by
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He had been taken by the’

the factory. Nevertheless, the fore- -

taking the same position would be likely to
have more for the war, the Episcopalians
still more. The Methodist Church, since
the recent union of North and South the
largest Protestant denomination, has not
convened since Pear]l Harbor. At its previ-
ous session it adopted a resolution not to
put its official sanction behind a war and
granting freedom of conscience and action
to its ministry and membership to support,
oppose, or refuse to participate in a war.
The Board of Bishops happened to be in
session when the news of Pearl Harbor
broke. They promptly passed a resolution
stating in effect that Methodists would sup-
port the government. This could not bind
the church, that can only be done by its
General Conference. It expressed the atti-
tude of the bishops and what they believed

using a certain door which led to the
street. He was also told that he would
find civilian clothes ready for him in
a toilet somewhere in the building.
The escape was completely success-
ful.

The third story is that of a
French student from the region of
Montpellier. This student was in a
war prisoners’ camp in Carinthia. He
worked as a member of a road gang
improving a highway leading to
Yugoslavia. One day a soldier of the
guard—an Austrian, judging from
his dialect—told the student to collect
his valuables and hold himself in
readiness, inasmuch as “travel possi-
bilities” might develop at any mo-
ment. It turned out that the soldier
was right. Slovenian partisans from
the border region raided the highway,
ambushing a German supply column.
During the attack many war prison-
ers escaped. The student joined the
Slovenian partisans and after a few
weeks was honorably discharged be-
cause of serious physical ailments,
The partisans gave him provisions
and placed him in contact with Aus-
trian underground workers. He was
passed on from one group to the
other until he reached the Swiss
border safely.

These three stories of the French-
men who escaped with the help of
Austrians appeared in a French
underground paper, a copy of which
made its way in a freighter destined
for Spain and then Mexico. The
stories appeared under the heading,
“Humming the Marseillaise,” be-
cause the author of the first report
related that he was once helped by
an Austrian peasant after he had
slowly hummed a few bars of the
French national anthem.
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would be the attitude of most Methodists.
The Protestant pulpit, through which is
expressed the leadership of its ministry, who
are without the authority of the Roman
priesthood, is for the most part keeping off °
the issues of the war and dealing with gen-
eral principles and “personal religion.” A
Gallup poll shows that this is what the
great majority of churchgoers want from
the pulpit. ‘There is no such pressure upon
preachers, either from the community or
the government, as there was last time, be-
cause we are fighting this war with less,
hullabaloo and in a grimmer mood. Pearl
Harbor made open opposition to the war
impossible, even for the few absolutist paci-
fists, and left the broader anti-war group
who belong to the social action wing of
Protestantism hard put to it to find ground
on which to stand. The journal most wide-
ly read by liberal ministers of all denomi-
nations, the Christian Century, is neither
supporting nor opposing the war, but stand-
ing with the country “as unnecessary ne-
cessity.” The emphasis of the various de-
nominational headquarters and of the Fed-
eral Council of Churches is upon minister-
ing to men in the armed forces, to aliens,
to conscientious objectors; special work in
communities near training camps and de-
fense plants; foreign relief appeals and a
study of problems involved in a postwar or-
der that will assure a just and lasting peace.

On this subject much discussion has de-
veloped and a number of statements have
been issued. The same general trends ap-
pear. In the matter of international organi-
zation the formal League of Nations pat-
tern, with more federalism, predominates.
Minority groups are emphasizing the
pragmatic development of the United Na-
tions around immediate concrete issues.
There is general support for the economic
collaboration envisaged in the Atlantic
Charter and the lend lease agreements, for
equality of access to raw materials and
markets, for the ending of imperialism, for
social security legislation and the effort to
raise the standard of living throughout the
world. Minority groups denounce monop-
oly control, the dominance of the profit
motive and inequality of wealth and op-
portunity; some call for a democratically
planned and planning economy directed
to the realization of generally approved
social values with social ownership of what-
ever is needed to operate it successfully.

The main body of the Protestant minis-
try is- moving toward more positive sup-
port of the war effort. The laity is there
already. At one end of the ministerial lead-
ership is 2 small group of militant pacifists.
‘A few of them who hold that to kill is
an unpardonable violation of personality,
and that violent resistance to evil is a still
worse evil are steadily for a negotiated
peace. The rest, whose general position is
that war is the sum of all villainies and
therefore a Christian cannot participate in
it, want a Congressional Commission to
continuously study the terms and condi-
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tions of peace, and watch for prospects for
it, reporting to the nation from time to
time. They support the democratic strug-
gle on the home front and want a welfare,
not an exploiting, economy. Opposite them
is a group of equally militant anti-pacifists,
who have been carrying on this crusade
from the first days of the war as part of
their broader purpose to get us into it as
soon as possible in order to save “Christian-
ity and civilization.” They are now trying
to get Protestant political action in favor
of the democratic and economic principles
of the Atlantic Charter at home and
.abroad. In both efforts they tend to defeat
themselves. In the first because pacifism,
being an emotional choice of values, is only
hardened, not changed, by argument. It
can only be altered by the pressure of
events and their correct interpretation in
relation to human progress. The second ef-
fort becomes self defeating because while
its leaders are for collaboration with the
Soviet Union, both now and in the post-
war world, they are anti-Communist on
the home front and thereby deliver them-
selves into the hands of Dies and those he
represents at home and abroad, whom they
are trying to defeat.

IN BETWEEN these extremes the majority

of Christian ministers, varying in dif-
ferent sections, more in the Middle West
than in the South or on the Atlantic sea-
board, are against war in general on the
twofold ground of the Christian ethic and
social consequences. They are the product
of the long anti-war movement in evan-
gelical Christianity and the disillusionment
which followed the last war and the part
the pulpit played in it. All of them are
internationalists, not isolationists, though
some of them, being babes in the woods of
politics, were deceived by America First
and can again be deceived by the appeasers.
Many of this group knew, like most anti-
war ‘secularists, that a war of national de-
fense, a war against imperialist or fascist
oppression had to be fought and won. They
supported Spain, they supported China, and
they support the Allies. Others, held by
past utterances based on convictions that
were too abstract, cannot bring themselves
to do more than support the democratic
and economic aspects of the struggle. Still
others, realizing that a world which the
Axis dominated would be unendurable, yet
unable to trust the Anglo-American lead-
ership or the strength of the peoples’ forces
among the Allies, remain tortured in inde-
cision. Looking at this scene, one of the
anti-pacifist group recently described the
position of American Protestantism as “mo-
ral hopelessness.”” It is rather moral con-
fusion, with the danger of becoming moral
impotence and the possibility of becoming
moral certainty concerning the issues in-
volved in the war and the actions that need
to be taken.

The moral confusion roots in intellec-
tual confusion at two points. The fact that
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war is a relic of barbarism, increasingly de-
structive to civilization, whose abolition
must be accomplished if human progress
is to continue, is distorted into the fallacy
that no good thing can be secured by war.
Peace is viewed as an abstract, static goal
instead of a situation that is moving either
toward or away from war. These confu-
sions are not to be removed by argument
but by action to meet situations and achieve
desired ends which can be met and
achieved in no other way. On this basis the
voluntary groups which exist in nine Prot-
estant denominations for the social inter-

pretation and expression of Christianity,

and are coordinated for joint effort in the
United Christian Council for Democracy,
are carrying on a vigorous campaign to
draw anti-war ministers into action on the
home front, particularly at the points where
war policies are already shaping the form
of the postwar world. Except for the abso-
lute pacifists, the realization that the post-
war world cannot be won for the demo-
cratic forces unless the war is won should
develop into support of all that needs to
be done for the defeat of both Hitler and

Hitlerism.

The other side of this whole question is
what the war is doing to our organized re-
ligion. On that only a brief word can here
be said. The war is one incident in the
struggle which accompanies the passing of
the capitalist period of history, and no re-
ligion which does not interpret the moral
issues involved in that struggle to the peo-
ple and aid them in securing a better order
of society can have any influence in the
new era. In time of upheaval in the social
structure the forms of religion get changed
along with all other institutions of society.
Also religion develops new characteristics.
The significant fact is that the center of
spiritual gravity is now outside the
churches. Social forces are at work pushing
mankind up to a new level of life, drain-
ing the swamps, raising the valleys. They
will go on working, despite the ecclesiasts,
with or without the support of the preach-
ers. In the actual struggles in which they
fashion a new order of living the people
will come to see more clearly, and to ex-
press in higher form, the values in life and
the universe which our existing religions
at their best have sought to express.

Harry F. Warb.
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ATLANTIC CHARTER AND THE USSR

The principle of self-determination as observed by the Soviet Union. Alter Brody exposes the dema-
gogy of those who dispute the validity of the Soviet's present borders. =

HEN the Soviet Union announced

\-x/ the rupture of relations with the
Polish government over the ques-

tion of the USSR’s western boundaries a
good many Americans were taken by sur-
prise. They were inclined to look upon the
boundary disputes as merely a case of diver-
gent interpretations of the principles of the
Atlantic Charter accepted by all the United
Nations. In this assumption they were re-
inforced by the form in which the contro-
versy was cloaked. The Polish government

and emigre factions of the old Baltic states

invoked the Charter and the principles of
self-determination to prevent the reunion
of “Eastern Poland,” Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania with the Soviet Union. On the
other hand the USSR also invoked the
Charter and the principles of self-determin-
ation for its White Russian and Ukrainian
brothers of “Eastern Poland” and for the
legally conducted plebiscites by which the
Estonian, Latvian, and Lithuanian peo-
ples self-determined themselves back into
the Soviet Union. But it takes only a modi-
‘cum of realistic reflection and analysis to
realize that there are other things involved
in the controversy in addition to the Atlan-

tic Charter and the principles of self-deter- .

mination. o

In practice the Charter and its principles
have been subject to considerable interpre-
tation during the conduct of the war and
will doubtless be subject to considerable in-
terpretation during the conduct of the
peace. Thus at the very time the Atlantic
Charter was signed, the State Department
was assuring the Vichy government, a pup-
pet of the Axis, that the United States had
no intention of breaking up the French
colonial empire. Accordingly though the
French African Empire is now in Allied
hands, no plebiscites such as were held in
“Eastern Poland” and the Baltic states
shortly after Soviet occupation, have been
held or are even contemplated to permit the
Arab, Berber, and Negro peoples who form
ninety-five percent of the population to self-
determine their own fate. Nor is the British
empire on the auction block of self-deter-
mination as Mr. Churchill, one of the orig-
inal signers of the Atlantic Charter, made
very clear. Since some circles are capable
of such charitable interpretations of the
principles of the Atlantic Charter and self-
determination, it is possible that there may
be other motives among them for the con-
tinued support of the emigre factions of the
old Baltic state governments and the back-
ing of Polish claims to Western White
Russia and Western Ukraine. And by this
time everyone should have sufficient respect
for the astuteness of Soviet diplomacy to
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realize that it is not unaware of these mo-
tives and is reacting against the use of the
principles of self-determination as a weapon
against the Soviet Union. It is important to
remember that the Soviet Union suffered
a traumatic injury at birth in the name of
self-determination and that lovely phrase
coming from the lips of hidebound tories
and misguided liberals in the western de-
mocracies has sinister historical echoes in
Russian ears—echoes that go all the way
back to Brest-Litovsk.

The treaty of Brest-Litovsk has gone
down in history as the most ruthless
“peace” imposed by a conqueror in modern
times. By the terms of Brest-Litovsk the
Soviet Republic, which is a free federation
of all the emancipated peoples of the former
Russian empirz, was forced to surrender the
territories of Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia,
and what later became part of Poland,
and to recognize the “independence” of the
Ukraine. It meant the loss of more than one-
fourth of Soviet territory in Europe (600,-
000 square miles), one-third (55,000,000)
of its total population, and more than three-
fourths of its industrial resources. Fifteen
years later when Hitler began his dema-
gogic campaign against the “injustices of
Versailles,” the most effective argument
that liberals could put up in answer to Hit-
ler was to point to the far more crushing
Brest-Litovsk treaty as an example of the
kind of terms that Germany would have
imposed on the Allies had she been the
victor.

But though people have been quick to re-
mind a Nazi Germany crying about “the
injustices of Versailles” of the greater in-
justices of Brest-Litovsk, there is one thing
that has been forgotten. It is that the Allies,
by the terms of the armistice of Nov. 11,
1918, took over for themselves the crush-
ing mortgage which German militarism se-
cured on the political and economic life of
the Soviet peoples. As Article 12 of the
Armistice terms ingeniously stipulates,
“German troops are to evacuate all terri-
tories which were formerly a part of the
Russian empire as soon as the Allies shall
consider this desirable, having regard to the
interior conditions of those territories.”’
(My italics.) In less diplomatic language
the German troops were not to evacuate
these territories until they were replaced by
Allied armies of occupation or the armies of
Allied puppet governments that were to be
created in that area.

J

F OR two bloody years, from 1918-20, the
Soviets struggled against the new Brest-
Litovsk which Allied intervention sought
to impose on them. Fearing an ultimate
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union of the revolutionary Russian and
German proletariats, the Allies planned to
create a belt of Allied-dominated puppet
governments carved largely out of Rus-
sian territory—cordon sanitaire, as Cle-
menceau called it, to keep the Russian and
German proletariat -apart. In the end the
Soviets found it necessary to compromise
with their Allied foes as they had com-
promised two years before with their Ger-
man foes. In a series of Brest-Litovsks
signed with the Alljed puppet states that
had been established on Soviet territory,
the Soviets surrendered more than 330,000
square miles of their soil and 35,000,000
of their population., (By the Versailles
treaty Germany lost only 22,000 square
miles of her territory and 6,000,000 of her
population.) Thus the cordan sanitaire was
created, a broad band of territory stretch-
ing from Finland to Bessarabia, 1,500
miles long and 200 to 400 miles wide, to
keep the “plague of socialism” out of
Europe.

THat this objective and no pretended
principle of “self-determination” was be-
hind the creation of the “independent”
states of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and
the gift of the Ukrainian provinces of
Bessarabia and Bukovina to Rumania, was
cynically avowed at the time by Clemen-
ceau and Lloyd George—the chief archi-
tects of both Versailles and the cordon sani-
taire. At the very same time that those
states were torn away from the Soviet
Union in the name of “self-determination”
Lloyd George added 1,600,000 square
miles and 35,000,000 un-self-determined
natives to the British empire, whereas
Clemenceau- added 300,000 square ‘miles
and 5,000,000 un-self-determined natives

‘to the French empire.

But the object of the cordon sanitaire
was not merely to keep socialism out of

~ western Europe. It was also to strangle

it in the territory to which it was confined.
In the north the severance of the
Estonians, Latvians, and Lithuanians
from ' their new socialist fatherland prac-
tically shut off the Soviet peoples from
the Baltic, which is as vital to them as the
Atlantic seaboard is to the United States.
The Soviet 1,000-mile frontage on the
Baltic was reduced to 100 miles. Riga,
Libau, and Reval (Tallinn), its chief Bal-
tic ports and termini of its most important
transcontinental railway systems, were am-
putated from the commercial and industrial
body of the Soviet Union. Leningrad, its
only remaining Baltic seaport and former
capital, originally 600 miles from any for-
eign border, found itself an exposed fron-
tier post within artillery range (twenty
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miles) of the Finnish border and less than
100 miles from the Estonian border. On
the west its capital, Moscow, formerly
1,000 miles from the border, was brought
within 450 miles of an enemy. In the
south, Odessa, the Soviet’s chief port on
the Black Sea, formerly 250 miles from
the border, was, like Leningrad, brought
within artillery range (twenty miles) of
‘the Rumanian frontier.

HAT the border states established on

the western territory of the Soviet
Union were merely temporary bulwarks
against socialism, to be dismantled as soon
as “an orderly, well established [i.e.], capi-
talist] government” could be brought into
being in Russia, has been frequently em-
phasized by our own State Department,
which now so persistently refuses to recog-
nize the reabsorption of the Baltic peoples
into the Union of Socialist Soviet Repub-
lics. In Wilson’s famous Fourteen Points
(Jan. 8, 1918) outlining the American
idea of a reorganized democratic Europe
neither Estonia, Latvia, nor Lithuania
are mentioned among the new states
to be established. Of the future cordon
sanitaire states only Poland is mentioned,
and her boundaries are specifically restrict-
ed to “territories inhabited by indisputably
Polish populations,” excluding, in other
words, the Byelorussian and Ukrainian
provinces rejoined to the Soviet Union in
1939. In a memorandum which Wilson’s
Secretary of State, Lansing, prepared as a
draft of the American peace proposals the
following recommendations are made:
“The Baltic provinces of Lithuania, Latvia,
and Estonia shall be autonomous-states of
a Russian confederation. . . . The Ukraine
shall be a state of the Russian confedera-
tion to which shall be annexed those por-
tions of the Austro-Hungarian empire in
which the Ruthenians predominate”—
meaning eastern Galicia, Bukovina, and
Ruthenia (formerly Czechoslovakian, now
Hungarian). In 1920, when the State De-
partment was considering de facto recog-
nition of the Baltic states, E. Young,
American commissioner to the Baltic
states, declared:

“The leading men here [in the Baltic
states] are under no illusions as to the
future relation of these states to Russia
and realize full well that with an orderly,
well established government in Russia, the
Baltic provinces will again become part of
what will probably be a federated Russia.”

There remains now only the southern
anchor of the cordon sanitaire, the province
of Bessarabia, to be accounted for, and our
State Department has gone on record on
that too. It is well known that the Soviet
Union never recognized Rumania’s seizure
of Bessarabia. It is not so well known that
our own State Department has never rec-
ognized Rumania’s annexation of Bessa-
rabia, and the province has consistently ap-
peared on US government maps of Eu-
rope as Soviet territory.
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Today, nearly twenty-five years after
Brest-Litovsk and Versailles, Russia finds
herself confronted with a situation which
reenacts the scene of the old birth trauma
with disturbing fidelity. Again she finds
herself allied with America and the British
(and French empire) in a war against
Germany and again she finds attempts at
using the principle of self-determination as
a weapon against her by influential groups
in the government of her present and for-
mer allies. The Soviet Union, which ac-
cording to Vice-President Wallace, has
achieved genuine ‘‘ethnic democracy,”
prides itself more than any other country
in the world on its recognition of the prin-
ciple of self-determination. Its very name
—the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics
—from which the word Russian has been
scrupulously eliminated, is a tribute to that
principle. It can hardly be expected to take
seriously the slogan under which the at-
tack of reactionary groups is being launched
against it. It knows that if it had remained
a capitalist state in 1917 the Baltic states,
in whose interests the principle of self-
determination is now being invoked, would
never have been born. And if it were a
capitalist state now, its recovery of lost ter-
ritories would hardly be questioned. In-
stead we might be hearing the same sym-
pathetic discussions of “Russia’s traditional
rights to Constantinople and the Straits”
that we heard in the halycon days of the
Kerensky regime.

UNDER the circumstances any American

should easily see why the Soviet Union
might conclude that in 1943 as in 1919
an attempt is being made to punish it for
the sin of being a socialist state. This, lest
it be forgotten, is in itself an important
violation of that lightly invoked Atlantic
Charter which guarantees social self-deter-
mination as well as political self-determina-
tion to every country in the world. For it
carriers within it the seeds of that other
deadlier conflict about which Vice-Presi-
dent Wallace warned—an ideological cru-
sade this time against Socialism instead of
fascism.

Nor is that other fashionable device of
trying to beat the Soviet Union with its
own Soviet-made instrument of collective
security any more soothing to the Soviet
hide than the instrument of self-determi-
nation. Persuasive sirens, usually perched
on the tops of. New York Times editorial
columns, sing that under postwar collec-
tive security the Soviet Union would no
longer have to worry whether Leningrad
was twenty miles from friendly little Fin-
land or seventy miles, and therefore boun-
dary questions would not matter. There is
no complementary verse to their song urg-
ing that under postwar collective security,
the United States could dispense with gar-
risons in Pearl Harbor, 2,404 miles from
San Francisco, or the Panama Canal,
1,661 miles from New Orleans.

"There is justifiable concern in this coun-
try about the need for improving Soviet-
American relations, and all sorts of sug-
gestions have been advanced. They range
from proposals that the American Com-
munist Party be dissolved to the sugges-
tion that our Soviet ally surrender eight
times as much territory as our enemy, Ger-
many, was forced to surrender after the
last war. In return for this dismember-
ment of the USSR some people generously
offer to guarantee the integrity of the rest
of the Soviet Union. But such territorial
proposals are as ludicrous as any Soviet pro-
posal might be that suggested that we hold
plebiscites in southern California, New
Mexico, and Arizona and let the 3,500,-
000 Mexicans of the Southwest decide
whether these areas be returned to Mexico.
Such suggestions might seem fantastic to
many Americans but they are the literal
equivalent of the proposals which are made
in all seriousness to the Soviet Union by
those who, when they are not knaves, are
fools. _

After all, the Soviet Union never landed
an expeditionary force on what corresponds
to our Maine or Oregon coasts. The Soviet
Union never encouraged Mexico with arms
and money to reconquer California, New
Mexico, and Arizona; or France to re-
conquer Louisiana; or Spain to reconquer
Florida. All this, however, is the equivalent
of what Allied governments in the last war
did to the Soviet Union. Nor is the Soviet
Union suggesting by way of “compromise”
that our rights to California, New Mexico,
Arizona, etc., be subject to international
arbitration at the coming peace conference.

"There is a simple formula for American-
Soviet amity and that is to forgive—though
not mecessarily forget—the fact that the
Soviet Union is a socialist state, and treat
it as we would any other great and friend-
ly power. Once that ideological incubus is
off our minds it is surprising how many of
the differences that supposedly divide us
will melt into thin (or hot) air and the
two greatest of the United Nations will
slip into the role of natural allies which
their geographical position plainly cries for.

ALTER Broby.
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IF THIS BE REASON...by RICHARD 0. BOYER

TWO LANDS

oTH lands roll across a continent and both have the beauty
B of gigantic immensity; not the pretty, little scenic beauty
of the Rhine, not the postcard beauty of the Riviera but
a grand, gigantic sternness comprised of the fierce ugliness of
the desert, the jagged grandeur of stony spinal ridges that punc-
ture the sky for a thousand miles. Both have continental rivers
. that in the spring become all-inundating enemies and both have
new and lusty cities whose blast furnaces lick the black night
with red. Both have the. heroic diversity of distance, the lazy
clack of palm trees in tropical softness, the fierce howl of the bit-
ing gale in the snow-covered north. Both have immense loneli-
" nesses, regions in which the solitary horseman has only his song
for company, and both know the million-peopled cities in which
the pavements flow with never ending streams.

I am speaking, of course, of the United States and the Soviet
Union, the two lands which are depicted in the exhibition at
Radio City in New York under the auspices of the National
Council of American-Soviet Friendship with the cooperation
of the Office of War Information. It is a display which projects
the mind. You see the bright, eager faces of children at school
and you do not ask, although the captions tell, whether they
are Russian or American. You see the horsemen on the never
ending prairie and about him are white faced longhorns that he
guards and you feel sim rather than the technicality of his land.
You see the workers sweating in the long vistas of the modern
production line and whether they are in Magnitorsk or Pitts-
burgh seems irrelevant. You see the giant wheatlands stretch-
ing to the horizon, see a man on a binder, watching the delib-
erate turn of the reel, and you do not know whether he is

"Dakota or the Ukraine until you consult the printed legend.
You see the giant dam, the skyscraper cleanly ascending,
and only the printed word will tell you whether the scene is in
our own land or the Soviet Union. These’ are people, and as
you look you experience a slow fury at the fascists who would
steal their labor. You feel the war as it came to the little home,
so tidy, so secure, in Kiev when the two boys—they were at the
university and are dead now—deserted their test tubes and
marched to war; you feel it as it came to the neat frame house
in Kokomo, Indiana, when the eldest son left his studies at
Bloomington for the battlefield. . . .

oTH lands roll across a continent. Both were born in revo-
lution. Both were threatened by civil war. . . . But as you
see the faces of those dancing, American barn dance, the
wild exultancy of the dancing Russians, as you see the crowd

at Brooklyn rooting for the Dodgers, the stretch of eager faces

in the stadium at Moscow, as you see the straining torture of
the racing runners, the exultant swiftness of the halfback as he
speeds around the end—then it is difficult to think of institu-
tions, and instead one thinks of people. The smiling American
with the hotdog, the grinning Russian with the .vodka . . .
where are they now? One, or both, perhaps, are dead. At any
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rate we can be sure, if age and appearance are any criterion,
that both are fighting the same foe.

As you enter, your eye meets a giant caption which pro-
claims, “I'wo countries young enough to dare to attempt equal-
ity among men.” On the left is a2 panorama of American faces
—Texans, Poles, Negroes, Norwegians against a montage of
ridges and gullies, the peaks and plains of this American land.
On the right are the Cossacks, the Georgians, the Siberians, the
Jews, and the Armenians of the Soviet Union against a back-
ground that has a reminiscent sweep. Identical legends loom
above each: “A land big enough to weld one nation from many .
nationalities” and “A soil rich enough to grow dreams greater
than the past.” o

Beneath are the American and Soviet Constitutions and
parallel quotations from each. ““The inviolability of the homes
of citizens and the privacy of correspondence are protected by
law, Article 128 of the Soviet Constitution” is next to the
Fourth Amendment of the American Constitution: “The right
of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and
effects against unreasonable seizures shall not be violated.”
There is the First Amendment to the American Constitution
providing freedom of worship and Article 124 of the Soviet
Constitution declaring, “Freedom of religious worship and
freedom of anti-religious propaganda is recognized for all
citizens.” There is the American provision, “Congress shall
make no law abridging the freedom of speech or the freedom
of the press” and there is the Soviet provision ““The citizens of
the USSR are guaranteed by law freedom of speech and free-
dom of the press.” As I read the last, a tall red-faced man in a
Stetson hat said to a boy, evidently his son, “I don’t believe it.”
The boy said, “Well, I don’t know. Remember we didn’t think

they had a real army . . . or any factories. . . .”

THE man and the boy passed on. They walked into a replica
of a Red Army dugout, fingered the uniforms of the Red
Army soldiers hanging there, examined equipment, lifted the
telephone on the dugout table and heard a voice recite the
latest communique from the Eastern Front. They saw the
slim rations of those who suffered in the Leningrad siege—
four slices of black bread daily. They stared a long time at a
giant photo in which the faces of Americans and Russians are

mixed and for a time they tried, without success, to determine

which were Americans and which were Russians. They saw
the map of the United States with its caption, “If it had hap-
pened to us,” and read that if we had suffered Russia’s losses
we would have lost the entire industrial east, three-quarters of
our population, and twenty-one of our forty-eight states.

But they paused longest before two battle scenes. One
showed American troops charging the enemy. The other re-
vealed Russian troops charging the same enemy. There were
wounded in both pictures. The tall man in the Stetson hat
pressed close to the picture of the Americans, as if trying to
recognize some face. “I wonder if this is North Africa,” he said.

The man backed away and looked at both pictures once
again. “I guess we are pretty much alike,” he said finally. “Any-
way we’re in the same boat.” "
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Add Detroit

To NEw Masses: There are so many conflict-
ing reports about the Ford Willow Run
bomber plant that I don’t know whom to believe.
A. B. Magil in one of his articles from Detroit
said that production there has increased in recent
months and that it is considerably more than one
bomber a day. But in a recent issue of the New
York Post Victor Riesel in his column of labor
news paints an entirely different picture. He says
“the plant’s production, known to few, is negli-
gible.” And he also writes that “thousands of
skilled engineers and machinists are ripping Wil-
low Run apart in order to move its valuable ma-
chinery thousands of miles—to Missouri, Minne-
sota, and New York. Some 5,500 pieces of
equipment are being transferred to Ford’s Pratt
& Whitney aircraft engine plants alone.”

I have written to the Ford Motor Co. asking
them for information, but they refused to give
me any. I wonder whether it is possible to get
the facts. Another thing: in view of Henry
Ford’s known pro-Nazi sympathies, doesn’t all
the chaos look like deliberate sabotage?

HarrY ROGERS.
New York.

[Victor Riesel is no more accurate about the
Willow Run plant than about other matters.
“Negligible” is not a very precise word. The
picture Riesel gives of the situation at Willow
Run is false; instead of deteriorating, production,

after months of failure, has since the beginning

of the year definitely improved. Talks with
leaders of the United Auto Workers-CIO, gov-
ernment officials, and workers employed at the
Willow Run plant, convinced me that this im-
provement is real. I thing there is enough to
criticize in the planning and organization of
Willow Run without indulging in irresponsible
exaggeration. .

Nor is it true that Willow Run is being
ripped apart. The Ford company has agreed to
recentralize some operations, a belated step urged
by the union and the War Production Board.
Riesel has, however, confused this with some-
thing else: the expansion of the Ford production
of Pratt & Whitney aircraft engines. The 5,500
pieces of equipment he speaks of are not being
shipped from Willow Run, but for the most
part from the Ford Rouge plant. They are
being transferred to the Ford factories at High-
land Park, Mich., Memphis, Kansas City, and
other points, where they are being used to manu-
facture 2,000-horsepower Pratt & Whitney en-
gines. This has nothing to do with the Willow
Run plant.

When I was in Detroit, more than one Ford
worker I talked to hinted that the company’s
inefficiency was deliberate. I think it inevitable
that Henry Ford’s lack of enthusiasm for the
war must directly or indirectly affect his per-
formance in production, but responsible persons
told me there is no evidence of actual sabotage.]

A. B. MaciL.
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To NEw Masses: May I, as a Detroit auto
worker, tell’ you how much I appreciated
Mr. Magil’s series on my city and industry,
The whole series was not only important to me
because of the very able reporting and writing,
but especially because of the penetrating analy-
sis. The clear discussion of such problems as
incentive pay, and the operation of labor-man-
agement committees helped me and some co-
workers to see and understand things that in the
past were muddled. And further, Mr. Magil’s
inside observations on such questions as the anti-
Negro feeling that is being stirred up by the
KKK have already been proved correct by the
subsequent development in Packard. Frankly
these Detroit articles have been a real contribu-
tion for us auto workers, and might I suggest
that you let Mr. Magil cover other industries
such as aviation or shipbuilding—it would, I am
sure, help the .fellows in those industries and
prove of real interest to us in Detroit. More
power to you guys on NEw Masses for all that

. you are doing for wictory.

JAMEs GRANDEN.
Detroit.

Strictly Private

To NEW Masses: When I first read the article
“I Am a Soldier’s Wife,” in NEW MASSES
of May 11, I felt very close to Ellen Davidson
and to all the wives in -the armed forces every-
where—here in the United States, in Britain, the
Soviet Union, China, and in all the underground
movements, fighting for the right to live as free
men. I had been touched by reality and I felt
this brotherhood, because in a week my husband,
too, was going to camp to be a soldier.

Now, I have been a soldier’s wife for nearly
a month, and although I miss him, I want him to
be the best soldier there ever was. And I think he
will be a good soldier, too, because his heart is
there and he respects the Army discipline.

He writes daily about the swell guys there are
at camp, about the details that are part of the
“toughening up” process, of his: impatience to
get set, of his delight when he receives little
packages I send him, of his regret that he didn’t
get into the army sooner, and of his love. He

" tells me of surprising “the guys” (his fellow-

soldiers) “with his capacity for K.P. and other
routine details, which take stamina, bub.”

AND I feel proud, tremendously proud, be-
cause he’s trying his best to be a good soldier.
The kind of a soldier who understands that
there’s a tough job to be done.

Most of his tent-mates feel the same way, and
especially the nineteen- and twenty-year-olds,
who have learned quickly the significance of
comradeship and humor in this people’s war.
This may best be expressed by a note that was
left by one of the boys who was shipped out:

"“Pyt,

leaves you with a broken
heart.”? E J.

New York City.

Education?

'To NEw Masses: I was pleased to see in your
pages (June 8) Albert Halper’s story about
the two Negro boys, which also touches incident-
ally on the question of education in New York. I
should be more pleased to see you give our pri-
mary education something more than incidental
consideration, Your magazine has fought for ex-
tension of nursery schools and other facilities
for child care outside the classroom. But you have
been curiously silent on the classroom itself.

Do you know, for instance, that the New York
schools new follow a pelicy of one hundred per-
cent promotions? This is the school executives’
cynical answer to the problem of overcrowding.
Shove them along and make room for more;
who cares whether they have learned anything?

Do you know that Negro children, finishing

their elementary training, are deliberately
shunted toward industrial training schools and
discouraged from acquiring academic or com-
mercial training? Do you know that they are
frequently concentrated in Jim Crow high
schools, often located, like De Witt Clinton, an
hour’s subway ride from where they live? And
do you know that the industrial high schools are
understaffed, overcrowded sweatshops?
- Do you know that some children are at the
mercy of members of a small, organized fascist-
minded gang of teachers, whose opposition to the
war effort manifests itself in sabotaging War Re-
lief collection and scrap drives? Do you know
that all children are given teachers so overdriven,
so loaded with intrusive and unnecessary clerical
work, that months may go by before the teacher
even knows her pupils’ faces?

And do you know that all this is the result
of a ten-year drive on the part of certain anti-
democratic elements to destroy popular education
in America, a drive redoubled under cover of
the war? And what do you think should be done
about it? ‘ BErYL MCMURRAY,
New York City. »

Air Raid Thoughts

To New Masses: During a recent air raid
drill in New York I got to thinking what
the possibilities are of a bombardment of the
East Coast. It doesn’t seem to me that Hitler
will be sending any planes over so long as he
feels that his compromise-peace boys in this coun-
try still have a chance of doing a job. The na-
tional anger, even after a small token attack,
would be such as to do more damage to the ap-
peaser coterie than the load of bombs dropped
by a Nazi plane. And if and when a raid does
take place it might be taken as a definite sign
that Berlin is close to its doom. Such an act
would represent the final desperate plunge of
men out to ruin and pillage. I don’t remember
which of the Nazi leaders said it but one of
them did remark that when they leave they will -
leave with a bang that will rock the world.
This is my own opinion on the question
of the imminence of air raids although I do
not for a moment believe that precautions should
be relaxed. The way things are moving it may
turn out that Hitler has already given up hope
of saving himself through the Pacific Firsters or
any other of the tin-horn fuehrers.
ARCHIE SCHULMAN.

New York City.
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DANSE MACABRE

"The Black Book of the Nazi Terror," the work of writers and artists from sixteen nations, describes
fascist death and pestilence marching across Europe. . . . Reviewed by Samuel Putnam.

EL LIBRO NEGRO DEL TERROR NAZI EN EUROPA
(THE BLACK BOOK OF THE NAZI TERROR IN
EUROPE.) Editorial Committee: Antonio Castro
Leal, Andre Simone, Bodo Uhse, Juan Rejano,
Anna  Seghers, Ludwig Renn, Egon Erwin
Kisch. Illustrations selected by Hannes Meyer.
Published in Spanmish by EL Libro Libre (Free
Book), Mexico City.

ODAY, above all, we must try to get
the whole picture of the Nazi terror

as it prevails over practically the

whole of the continent of Europe. It is no

longer a question of terror and the destruc-
tion of culture and civilization within Ger-
many itself or within a single conquered
country or two, The Brown Plague has
now swallowed up nearly a score of nations.
What we need, what we must have, is
a picture that will convey to us the whole
of this enormous landscape of death and
desolation. Then, when we hear a
“Happy”> Chandler proclaiming that Hitler
is not our enemy, when we hear a William
Randolph Hearst blandly assuring us that
this war is nothing more than a “family
quarrel,” with the implication that we are
on the wrong side of that quarrel, we shall
know, we shall remember, that in reality
these voices are advocating nothing less

than the annihilation of European civiliza-

tion.

But where to get such a picture, how
to get it? Off hand, one might say it was
not to be had save piecemeal, a panel here
and there from the dreadful mural.
Nevertheless, the picture has been painted.
It has been painted by the writers and
artists of sixteen nations, many of them
world famous and practically all of them
now living in exile, the greater part of
them in Mexico. (In this respect Mexico
is in an unusually favored position, thanks
to her own great-hearted generosity to-
ward the refugees from the terror of
Hitler, Mussolini, and Franco.) The re-
sult is a volume of ncarly 300 pages,
El Libro Negro del Terror Nazi en
Europa ('The Black Book of the Nazi Ter-
ror in Europe), printed by the “Libro
Libre (Free Book)” publishing house of
Mexico City, under the sponsorship of
President Avila Camacho of Mexico, Pres-
ident Prado of Peru, and President Edu-
ard Benes of the Republic of Czechoslo-
vakia.

Yes, here is the picture at last, in so far
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as human pen and pencil and the photo-
graphic lens can portray it. Here is the
anguished yet hopeful voice of the peoples
themselves, as they writhe beneath the Nazi
boot-heel, bleeding, dying, fighting back,
as they wait for the morning of liberation.
The muted agony of the nations has here
become articulate, is given voice by the
most gifted sons of the various peoples,
those sons whose trade is words and the
plastic line. And the collective labor, the as-
sembled testimony of these writers, artists,
political leaders, university  professors,
diplomats, priests and pastors, journalists,
and active fighters against fascism, is fit-
tingly dedicated “To all those who have
died, to all those who are struggling.”
Antonio Castro Leal, well known Mexican
writer and former rector of the University
of Mexico, correctly states in his introduc-
tion that there is no other book like this
in any language.

HOMAs MANN; Anna Seghers, Hein-

rich Mann, Lion Feuchtwanger, Lud-
wig Renn, F. C. Weiskopf, Bruno Frank,
Mikhail Sholokhov, Alexei Tolstoy, Egon
Erwin Kisch, Andre Simone, Pierre van
Paassen, Genevieve Tabouis, Henri de Ke-
rillis—these are but a few of the better
known among the fifty-six writers who
have contributed their services to fighting

Grabado de Leopoldo Mendez
From "The Black Book™

the Hitler terror. These names, that is
to say, are those most familiar to the
average North American. There are other
contributors well known in Europe, in-
cluding more than cne name honored -in
some literature with which we are un-
familiar. If these other writers are not
mentioned here, it is simply because their
names would mean little to readers in this
country; it does not imply that their work
is not of equally high quality; indeed, the
writing in this volume throughout is sus-
tained at a remarkably high level of literary
excellence.

Especially valuable are the contributions
from the journalists of occupied countries.
These are men whose life-long business
Is to observe and to report accurately. And
they not only do it with the skill that comes
from long training and experience; they
have the additisnal advantage—over the
foreign correspondent, for example—of
being a part of the scene they are describ-
ing. These people are their people; the
sufferings and the agony they portray are,
so to speak, those of their own flesh and
blood; and they themselves have all, in
one way or another, been Hitler’s victims.

SOMETIMES the journalist is in a position

to give us the “picture no artist could
paint,” or none but a master artist in any
event. A case in point is the account of
“What Happened in France” by Jeanne
and Kurt Stern, the former a French, the
latter a German, journalist, married to
each other. At the time of the Nazi in-
vasion Jeanne Stern happened to be in
Paris, Kurt in what was euphemistically
known until recently as “unoccupied
France,” and the extracts from theix diaries
convey a sense of centemporaneity such as
is seldom to be had from all other ac-
counts of “Why France Fell.”

Besides the professional journalists, a
number of political figures from the oc-
cupied countries have contributed to this
anthology of horror. Former deputies to
the German Reichstag, the French and
Ttalian Chambers, the Spanish Cortes, etc.,
some of whom are trained journalists as
well as politicians, have their word and it
often is an illuminating one.

But this “Black Book” would not be

" the book it is, its blackness would be

incomplete, without the superb illustrations,
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the half a hundred original drawings and
164 photographs. Some of the drawings
are full-page, while others form chapter
headings or chapter ends, or appear in the
margins. The twenty-four artists include
Aguirre, Bardasano, Bracho, Morado, Le-
desma, Mendez, Paz Perez, and Zalce of
Mexico; Brodata, Brodsky (winner of the
Stalin Prize for painting), Shukov, Yefi-
mov, and the trio of illustrators collectively
known as Kukriniski from the Soviet
Union; Kollwitz from Germany; Masa-
reel of Belgium; Hannes Meyer of
Switzerland; and Corsair, Eggleson,
Gropper, Duff, Mallary, and O’Higgins
from our own country.

The artistic contributions, like the writ-
ing in this volume, are outstanding. It is
as if the various painters, illustrators, en-
gravers, caricaturists, all of them with well
established reputations in their fields. had
been inspired, lifted above themselves, by
their horror and hatred—and by the hope,
the tremendous hope which all these
writers and artists seem to have in the
valiant peoples for whom they speak.

Impressive as the drawings and engrav-
ings are, however, I for one somehow
tend to forget them when I look at the
scores of marvelous photographs selected
by the distinguished Swiss architect, Han-
nes Meyer. I say marvelous, because I do
not believe I have ever fully realized before
the camera’s miraculous power of evoca-
tion. A number of these pictures have ap-
peared elsewhere, but the great majority
of them are new. Here, for instance, is
the body of a young Soviet prisoner,
nauseatingly gashed and mangled, literally
butchered by the Nazis. It brings home,
as no words could, the meaning of Molo-
tov’s letter on German atrocities. Here
are the charred remains of Soviet prisoners
burned alive. Here on the Leningrad front
are assassinated infants left lying in the
snow. Here in Kerch (Crimea) is a heap
of women’s bodies, murdered by the Nazi
invaders and flung out like trash..

But the Soviet Union is by no means
the only victim. Here in Norway is an
entire village reduced to ashes, for no
reason but that a few of its inhabitants
had fled to England. Or, here are the
buttocks of a Norwegian after he has been
“questioned” by the Gestapo—quite as hor-
rible a sight in its way as the body of the
young Soviet prisoner. Here in Franco
Spain is a group of youths in their teens
being led out to the firing squad. Here
are the Spanish babies that Franco mur-

dered. Here are a couple of young French- -

men being shot by Petain’s executioners on
orders from their Nazi master.

It is not, however, the more gruesome
of these photographs which are always the
most revealing or the most deeply stirring.
Some of the others contain the tragedy of
an entire people in a single picture. Here
is 2 woman in Germany arrested for wear-
ing mourning clothes in public. Look at the
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bestial faces of the two storm troopers who
are dragging her along. Look at the seven
big husky storm troopers who are arresting
one aged Jew, at the face of the weeping
Czech woman who is compelled to give
the Nazi salute to the invading hordes in
Prague. See the Nazi robbers loading
their trucks in front of a plundered shop
in Amsterdam. See the laughing young
storm troopers, mere boys, shaving the
beard of a religious Jew in Poland—
a worse torture for him, quite possibly,
than any act of physical violence; yet see
the look of proud, calm resignation on his
fine, pale face.

And there are pictures of still another
kind, pictures that bring a message of hope,
that foretell the doom of the enslavers.
The splendid Soviet women guerrillas,
rifles in hand, the Norwegian bishops hold-
ing a secret conclave in the forest... yes,
there is hope ‘as well as horror.

Something should be said of the physical
make-up of the book. An outstanding
feature here is the marginal glosses and
illustrations.  The glosses, documentary
quotations for the most part, serve to il-
luminate the text and tell a running story
of their own.

ucH is the general character of this

Black Book of the Naxi Terror. The
work begins with a general view of Na-
tional Socialism as “a form of thought for
those who have never thought,” as Sr.
Castro Leal puts it in his introduction. The
volume opens suitably enough with a brief
essay by Thomas Mann, entitled “Nazism
Degrades Europe.” It is followed by Andre
Simone’s police-call for the fuehrer: “Adolf
Hitler: the Police Are Looking for Him.”
Paul Merker, former Reichstag deputy,

. then writes on ““The Integration and Dis-

integration of Nazism.” He tells us,

among other things, what the precise social

composition of the Nazi party is, from the
reactionary, aggression-minded Junkers
and generals at the top, down to the
lumpenproletaires at the bottom. He
describes the increase of terror within
Germany since the defeat before Moscow,
and gives us a vivid picture of Hitler’s
plunder of his own people, the shortage of
materials, the sabotage, the weakening of
morale, and the growth of the opposition;
and finally he discusses the question of the

“responsibility of the German people as a

whole.

Dr. Heinrich Knudsen, the well known
theologian, writes on “Protestantism Perse-
cuted,” and we are reminded of Hitler’s
order that “Protestant pastors must dig
their own graves.” The Catholic point of
view is presented by Prince Hubertus zu
Lowenstein. “The Catholic Church, like
the Protestant, must disappear from
German life,” Hitler, quoted by Rosen-
berg, has declared. Hitler himself has
said: “If the Catholic priests do not sub-
mit, we will not make martyrs of them.

We shall treat them as ordinary criminals.
And if that is not enough, we shall see
that they are made ridiculous and the ob-
ject of scorn.”

It is instructive to contrast such declara-
tions with the statement made by the
Metropolitan Sergei, head of the Orthodox
Russian Church in the Soviet Union: “It
is necessary for me to state that no one
in Russia has ever hindered us from serving
our Lord Jesus Christ. There is not a
single instance in the Soviet Union of any-
one’s having suffered by reason of his
orthodox faith or because he has preached
the doctrines of Christ.”

Lion Feuchtwanger discusses Hitler vs.
the Jews, and later in the volume there is
an article by the Jewish writer Dr. Leon
Weiss, on ‘“The Extermination of the
Jews” © In his essay Feuchtwanger
analyzes the basic, underlying motives of

'Nazi anti-Semitism. The story of the Nazi

assault on German culture, with which we
are all more or less familiar by this time,
is told again, with fresh and interesting
sidelights, by the German poet Paul Mayer.
“When we utter the word war,” Goebbels
has declared, “we mean to say—with all
the eloquence of the German soul—
culture.”

One of the finest pieces of writing in
the entire volume is the short story by Anna
Seghers, author of The Seventh Cross.
Titled “How a Nazi Is Made,” it traces
the growth of a young storm trooper from
his boyhood until finally he is tried, con-
demned, and shot by a Red Army firing
squad for atrocities committed on Soviet
soil. We see here the social forces which
account for the corruption of German
youth,

The Nazi treatment of war prisoners
is described by the German journalist Max
Schroeder. Besides the unspeakable physical
tortures and mutilations inflicted upon the
prisoners, more than 400 of them die from
hunger every week in the camp at Bad
Sulza, Germany. And Baron Manner-
heim’s Finnish fascists are, if anything, even
more barbarous; they cut off the ears, nose,
and lips, and gouge out the eyes of prison-
ers.—(This is the “Little Finland” with
which we are still at peace, while that
same “little Finland” perpetrates such
atrocities on the troops of our ally!)
FOR the Nazi Gestapo, its composition

and its work, read the article by the-
German journalist Rudolf Fuerth, “As-
sassins in Command.” From the “human
interest” point of view, you will be parti-
cularly interested in the pen portrait of
Himmler, the vegetarian, who does not
smoke or drink, who eschews tea and coffee
for herb-infusions, and who is an official
of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals! It is an amazing study in
abnormal psychology. We need not have
recourse to psychology, however, to under-
stand the Gestapo. It is simply, as Fuerth
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tells. us, “terror as a business,” and big
business at that. It is organized robbery
with the robbers as the masters of society.

How did Nazism come to be? Heinrich

Mann traces for us the political, social,

and economic conditions which led to
Hitler’s accession to power. And he makes,
in passing, a point which Americans would
do well to take to heart. Under the Wei-
mar Republic, he reminds us, it was not

the Nazi gangsters who were arrested and

punished but those who opposed them. We
might think of this in connection with our
Dies, Kerr, and Rapp-Coudert commit-
tees and similar institutions. A complement
to Mann’s article is provided by Bodo
Uhse, who writes about the stages in Hit-
ler’s march toward world conquest.
“Nazism and Spain” is discussed by An-
tonio Mije, former deputy of the Spanish
Cortes. The work of the Thaelmann
Battalion in Spain is described by Com-
mander Walter Janka—“There Venge-
ance Began.” ‘The significance of Spain
as “The First Trench” is considered by
Antonio Velao, president of the Spanish
Democratic Union of Mexico; and Juan
Rejano, Spanish writer and former editor
of the exile literary monthly Romance,
writes on ‘‘Spain in the Nazi Bonfire.”
“The Austrian Tragedy” is portrayed
by the journalist Bruno Frei. Egon Erwin

 Kisch and F. C. Weiskopf write on

Czechoslovakia, the former stressing Hit-
ler’s innate hatred for the Czech people,
while the latter emphasizes the Nazi war
on Czechoslovakian culture.  Another
article, on the indomitable
Czech resistance to the invaders, is one
entitled “The Triumph of the Good Sol-
dier Schweik,” by the journalist Lenka
Reiner. We all of us remember Jaroslav
Hasek’s masterpiece, The Good Soldier
Schweik, with its inimitable peasant hero
who played so “dumb” to his imperial
Austrian officers in World War I. Well,
according to Reiner, Schweik still lives
and breathes in the Czech peasant-guer-
rilla of today.

What is the real meaning, anyhow, of
Hitler’s “New Order”? Tt does not take
Ludwig Renn long to answer that ques-
tion. He sums it up in a couple of words:
“Plunder and Pillage.” Particularly en-
lightening is Renn’s account of how the
Nazi Aryans have treated their “brothers
of the north,” the Dutch and Norwegians.
He also tells us the precise manner in which
the despoliation of France was accomplish-
ed by the “strong-box thieves.”

Josef Wittlin, well known Polish author,
and the English journalist Frank Brown
deal with the enslavement of the Polish
people. The order of the Gestapo head
in Poland was brief and to the point:
“They must pay dearly. No sentimental
weakness. In case of doubt, hang them
immediately. Only an iron severity...
will guarantee our success against these
Polish sub-men.”

With bitter irony, Ferdinand Bruckner,
the German writer, portrays “The Heroic
Masters of Norway,” giving us at the
same time a graphic picture of the struggle
of the Norwegians against the Nazi yoke.
Pierre van Paassen, in turn, tells of the
“New Order in Holland,” and Thomas
Hazebrok, Belgian sociologist, takes for
his theme “Belgium, Occupied Territory.”

It is altogether fitting that considerable
space in the Black Book should be given
to France; for France, when all is said,
remains the outstanding symbol of the be-
trayal of a people by the fifth column in
high places within the country, and as such
stands as a warning to all other nations
that still have théir freedom left. Lydia
Lambert sums it up in “The Misery and
Greatness of France.” Genrevieve Tabouis
writes on “Petain and the Beginning of a
Treason.” Petain, who will go down
alongside Neville Chamberlain as one of
the filthiest old men in history. The
Petain who, 'in September 1939 wrote in
the Revue des Deux Mondes: “The most
ancient traditions of France are represent-
ed today by National Socialism,” and who,
according to one of his doting admirers
believed that “the establishment of an
authoritarian regime was a consideration
of the first order and one which might
even justify capitulation to the enemies of
his country.” Simone Tery gives us a
moving account of the death of “Gabriel
Peri, Hero of France.” In the words of the
declaration issued by the Fighting French
Committee in London last February, the
names of Gabriel Peri and Naval Lieute-
nant Estienne d’Orves “are united forever.
One was a Communist and the other a
royalist and a Catholic; but when the
moment came to face the German bullets,
both uttered the same cry: ‘Here I am,
strong in the presence of death! Good-bye
and long live France!””

We are hearing a great deal of the
Yugoslav partisan army these days. If you
want to know more of these valiant fight-
ers, read Erich Jungmann’s “Resistance
and Treason in the Balkans.” A former -
Reichstag deputy, Jungmann considers not
only the Yugoslav. patriots, but those of
Greece, Rumania, Bulgaria, and Croatia
as well. In ccnnection with Greece, we
learn of a new kind of terror—“Terror
through Hunger;” in Bulgaria, it is “King
against the People”; and finally, there is
“Rumania, a Nazi Satrapy.” Jungmann’s
article is supplemented by Sava Kosanovich,
former minister and parliamentary leader

" (“Heroes of Yugoslavia”); Theodor Balk

(“The Balkan Mountains”); and Dr.
Leo Katz, Austrian historian (“Hitler on
the Acropolis”). Aladar Tamas handles
the subject of “Terror in Austria.”

“Mussolini, Precursor of Hitler” is the

_title chosen for his article by Francisco

Frola, former Italian deputy, now a pro-
fessor in the University of Mexico. But
“The Heritage of Garibaldi” still lives, as
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is made plain by Mario Montagnana. An
interesting question is posed by the German
philosopher Ernst Bloch, in connection
with Germany’s responsibility for Italian
fascism.

In connection with the Nazis in the
Baltic states; we are given four articles
which ‘convey much information on a
corner of Europe about which we know
comparatively little: ““The Nazi Plague in
Lithuania,” by Simkus, Lithuanian journal-
ist; “Germans in Letonia,” by Niebre,
Lett journalist; “Nazi Atrocities in
Estonia,” by Prof. Hans Kruets; and
“The Guerrillas of Byelorussia,” by Lin-
kor. Once again, in Byelorussia, we come
upon the Nazis as the defilers of religion.
Is it any wonder, then, if the slogan in
these countries is, as Pietr Panch phrases
it in the title of his article: “Death to the
Invaders!” The same things are happen-
ing in Moldavia—read “Bloody Molda-
via,” by Emilian Bukov.

It was with the invasion of Poland, the
Baltic states, and the Soviet Union that
Nazi brutality appeared to reach its apogee.
The objective of the invaders was stated
clearly by Himmler: “Our task is to see to
it that the East shall be inhabited by
people of true German blood. We can-
not be content with Germanizing in the
old sense of the word, that is to say, with
merely teaching these peoples the language
and laws of Germany.” In other words,
the complete extermination of the Slavic
peoples is the Nazi aim. Germany’s attack
on the USSR is discussed by the German
journalist Alexander Abusch, who will be
remembered as the editor of the Brown
Book on the Reichstag fire. Alexei Tol-
stoy, noted Soviet author, answers the ques-
tion: “What Are We Defending?” Mik-
hail Sholokhov, author of And Quiet
Flows the Don and The Don Flows Home
to the Sea, impresses upon us the neces-
sity of “Hatred for the Nazis.” You will
want to read the story about the Soviet
tank corps and their dog, “Trophy.” You
}yill also want to read Leonid Leonov’s

Letter to an Unknown Friend.”

“The Tragedy and Problems of the
Refugees” is the title of a paper by Dr.
Leo Lambert, former German delegate
to the League of Nations, in connection
with refugee matters. Dr. Lambert gives
facts and discusses the refugee’s future.

And finally, the lesson brought home by
this volume is appropriately summarized
by the leading representatives of the work-
ing class of Latin America, one of the
outstanding labor leaders of the hemi-
sphere, Lombardo Toledano. What is the
answer to it all?  Lombardo gives us that
answer in half a dozen words: “Total
Destruction of the Nazi Regime” and
“death for all the guilty Nzzis.”

That is the lesson which we must learn.

IT Is sincerely to be hoped that some
publisher here in the United States will
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see fit to-bring out this marvelous Black
Book in English translation. Certainly,
he would be taking no commercial chances
in doing so. Where else within the covers
of a single volume would he find such an
array of literary and artistic talent as is to
be met with here? Where would he find
a work of more timely and vital interest
to the American people? Long after the
Brown Curse has been wiped from the
earth, this book will remain, in the face of
all the doubters and pessimists, as a monu-
ment to man’s essential, achieved, and en-
during humanity toward man.
SamueL PuTMmaN.

The Querulous Voice

LiFE oF W. B. YEars, by Josephs Home. Mac-
millan. $6.

CCIT was during a two hours’ talk with
Adolf Hitler in 1938, and as Sir Ian
listened to that eager, nervy voice running
up and down the gamut of the emotional
scales—laughter, sorrow, pity—the thought
kept rising at the back of his head like a
question mark, ‘Where ever have I heard
someone speak like this?’ Then, suddenly,
as Hitler spoke of his nightingales, the
mirror of memory flashed and there he was
listening again to his old friend Yeats.”
This somewhat fulsome comparison of a
poet’s and a fuehrer’s conversation is not
the only evidence Joseph Hone’s biography
provides of Yeats’ spiritual kinship with fas-
cism. To deny Yeats’ talent would be as
absurd as to accept his own toplofty esti-
mate of it; never the prophet he thought
himself, he was at any rate an exquisite and
melancholy lyrist. His early work made
brilliant use of the revived Celtic mytholo-
gy, while in his later years he achieved a
passionate simplicity of style which now and
then burned like fire. Yet most of the exag-
gerated praise he has received was not
meant for his poetry at all. He thought
himself the defender of aristocratic culture,
but less cloudy minds were quick to see the

- modern implications of this obsolete posi-

tion; and many a precious literary reaction-
ary, like Mussolini’s kept poet Ezra Pound,
came to lay offerings at the shrine.

Yeats called himself unpolitical, declar-
ing that a poet was above politics; yet his
verse is one long campaign for that political
and economic curse of Ireland, the absen-
tee landlord. He called himself an Irish re-
bel, and talked of “the depravity of revolu-
tion.” The Irish theater which he founded
he allowed to be controlled for years by a
rich Englishwoman who stipulated that it
must never mention Irish politics. In his
youth he left William Morris’ circle “on
finding that the Socialists made no effort to
understand his thought” on occultism and
cabalistical incantations, and at the other
end of his long life he crystallized his own

-somewhat vague social outlook in what his

biographer calls “a race philosophy,” de-
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25 Ways to
“Have Fun”

i end of vaca- tion with your
pick of all outdoor sports, tennis at its
best . . . indoor pleasures like Table
Tennis, Recorded Musical Treasures, Li-
brary, Open-Hearth Fires and Adult En-
tertainment. Delicious food—Wonderful
accommodations and_ appointments.
Stimulating company. Come up for a
Pick-Me-Up. )

WOODBOURNE, N. Y. Tel. Wood. 1150
A delightful hideaway in the mountains
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ABELIGHTFUL HIDEAWAY IN THE MOUNTAINS

'FOR VACATION FUN AND REST -

55 Miles from New York a vacation “heaven,”
breath-takingly beautiful countryside—
delicious 1 indoor activities—in-
vigorating enjoyable outd p i
swimming——ping pong-—volley ball—bowling
— outdoor dancing — bicycling — (horseback
riding and golf nearby). g (e W .1
You're ‘v’ve‘leome at any ;- Gk
time and for any time, - ¥ ety
Write for booklet. i JIJIGLE‘Q:

Lum poin

HYEAR-ROUND VACATION RESORT’

A Now Windsor.N.Y. Nowbugh 4270

Carp (S EHEARLDA

FOR BOYSand GIRLS

ULSTER PARK.NY.

On the Mountain Lake f’l
Esopus Overlooking the <
Beautiful Hudson River
Moedern cultural environment fer your chil-
dren. All cabins with latest improvements.
All activities, reasonable rates. For full
information, write or call for booklet.
JACOB DOROSHKIN, Director
545 Eifth Ave. MU 2-4217—DI 2-4745—D1 §-3849

SHADYBROOK

MAHOPAC, N. Y. Tel. Mahopac 943
50 miles from N. Y., 140 acres rustic country, se-
cluded, healthful. Excellent American cuisine. Sports.
Families accommodated. We suqggest early reserva-
tions for the summer.
WEEKEND OF THE 4th—$6.00 PER DAY
Special June Rates
Write for Booklet M. Mrs. G. Popper
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SPECIAL JUNE RATES

o« « include free use of
golf course. Enjoy infor-
mal activities of theatre,
lounge, cocktail-bar,
sun-decks. Log-Cabin
Clubhouse, each room
with private bath. Lake,

13 championship tennis
courts, golf course—all
on premises.,

Make reservations now!
LENA BARISHSAM GARLEN
Directors
N. Y. Office: 11 West 42 St.
Telephone: BRyant 9-1738
Write for Booklet

WARRENSBURG, New York

A

LU e T

The New Vacation ldea

Meet the people you
. want to know in the inti-
mate atmosphere of a
country estate at Fishkill,
New York.
TENNIS, SWIMMING,
= HANDBALL
LIVELY ENTERTAINMENT, LECTURES, COURSES
AND RECITALS

$35 PER WEEK. OPENS JUNE 27
Writers workshop weeks of July 11th & Aug. 1st
Additional $10 tuition fee.

Write or phone for inllustrated folder, reservations

S A O TSSO RO

ETNE

SCHOOL FOR DEMOCRACY
13 Astor Place, New York  GRamercy 7-4086
L O A

Gamp Follewers of the Trail

OPEN FOR THE SEASON
All Sport Activities; Deliclous Food
Bungalows being rented for the Season

Buchanan, N. Y. Phone Peekskill 2879

MERRIWOODE

A CAMP FOR ADULTS STODDARD, N. H.
FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT: Beautiful Highland
Lake, 10 miles long, with goed fishing and free
use of boats and canoes. Interesting hiking ob-
jectives through weodland trails. Fine tennis and
handball courts, badminton, shuffleboard, arch-
ery. riflery, eroquet, ping-pong, etc. Intelligent,
gay eompanionship. $32.60 to $36.60 weekly.
June 1-26, $30 weekly. OLIVE H. 6. BARON, Dir.

JUNE
VACATION

All indoor and outdoor
activities—Golf course.
Modern library.
Ml.xsical Recordings.
Bicycling, Archery.
Lecturers: Dr. P, Foner

& Dr. Ewen. .
Sam Levinson, humorist,
Harry Joseph, square
dance leader.
Reasonable Rates

Elleaviile, N. Y.
Tel. 503
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claring portentously that, “Neither the pro-
letariat nor history can be justified.” His
one really clear political principle was
hatred of the people, who appear in his

work as ‘“ignorant men,” “the little

streets,” ‘“Paudeen and Biddy,” or “the -
> Y

blind, ignorant town.”

Joseph Hone’s biography makes no at-
tempt at organization or analysis; instead
Mr. Hone enumerates every hair in the
beard of his prophet, giving you not only
the small talk of each visitor to the Yeats
house but even the color of the sofa he sat
on. Patient excavation, however, will un-
earth an image of Yeats from this mass
of detritus; and Yeats is worth studying as
a symptom,

HIs aristocratic obsession will only be

understood if one remembers he was
not really an aristocrat. His pushing middle
class relatives made much of their one re-
mote connection with the great house of
Butler, and his father, unwilling or unable
to compete in the bourgeois world, ration-
alized his failure with gentlemanly affec-
tations. William Butler Yeats grew up
hanging on to the upper classes by the skin

of his teeth; the one thing he could not for-.

give George Moore, who was a real aristo-
crat and didn’t think much of it, was the
latter’s contempt for his snobbery.

A psychiatrist would have a field day
with Yeats’ neurotic conflicts; he emerges
as simultaneously seclusive and ambitious,
timid and aggressive. He would plunge into
politics, seeing himself as a Renaissance
Duke giving orders, and at the first sign
of opposition retire in injured nobleness to
despise his opponents in verse. It was
grotesquely appropriate that he should
waste half his life in a fruitless passion for
the beautiful revolutionary Maud Gonne,
that chryselephantine statue of a woman,
who worked all her life for Irish freedom
and for practically any other cause that
would let her lead it. Admiring in her the
qualities he lacked himself, Yeats tagged
after her into the arena, constantly begging
her to let him take her away from it all.
She accepted his™ friendship and married
someone else.

Virulently anti-bourgeois as only a latter-
day spokesman of feudalism ‘can be, Yeats
in his early years often seemed to have
something in common with popular revolt,
and consequently found himself—to his
horror—in what appeared to be a revo-
lutionary position. This seeming alliance of
aristocrat and proletarian, however, always
dissolves when the crisis comes, the aristo-
crat finding that he needs the bourgeoisie
for survival after all, and Yeats’ political
activities invariably ended with compromise
of one sort or another to protect the gentry.
Contemptuous of money-getting, he highly
approved of money-having, defending land-
lordism: “How should the- world gain, if
this house failed, even though a hundred
little houses were the better for it. . . . How

Tel.: Hepowstli Junction 276!
R.R. Statlon: Pawling, N. Y.

Only 65 Miles from N.Y.C.
EYERY CONCEIVABLE
SPORT & RECREATION

Golf FREE on Premises

Tennis o Night Tennls ¢ Handball
Swimming e Beating e Horseback
Basebali o Cycling, etc. -

Our Food is Tops!

FOR THE UTMOST
IN VACATION VALUR
CHOOSE HILLTOP
Under direction of
Paul Wolison & Sol Rothauser

N. Y. Office: 277 Broadway
Tel.: COrtland 7-3958

BG T

2Tl JUNTT ONUNLY

HILLCREST on

Beaverkill Lake
Livingston Manor R. R. Station UNION GROVE, N.Y.
Phone Liivngston Manor 2i8J 11
Telegraph—Hillcrest, Livingston Manor, N. Y.
Delightful mile-long lake at your door
A new world awakening . . . more lovely than
ever. Lilacs and apple blossoms in bloom,
All healthful Sports — Delicious Meals
Rates for June—$24.00 per week
Daily rates—$4.50 per day
‘Write or Phone Immediately for Reservations

MAUD'S

‘§UMMER=RAY

g OPENING MAY 20
Nerth Branch, Sull. Co.,, N. Y.
Tel. Calicoon 95
R Private Lake, All Sperts, Dancing, Dra-
J maties, Marienettes, Musicales, Rumba
Bar, Broadway Theatre Artists

SENSIBLE RATES
Erie R. R. to Callicoon
Datly—Buses Direct—Mountain Transit Line

Greyhound Terminal — 50th 8t. & 8th Ave.
0. 5-3000 City Information: DIckens 2-5786

MAMANASCO LAKE LODGE

RIDGEFIELD, CONN. Phone 820

Spring beckons again fo the most wonderful little resort
your vacation or for a kend. Modern

dations. AH outdoer activities; ur own )4 mile long
, Varied indoor recreations. Informal, congenial sur-

roundings. Famous cuisine. Only 50 miles from city via

excellent transportation facilities, Moderate rates,

ARCADIA

FISHKILL, N. Y.

FOR A VACATION OF FUN. HEALTH AND EFFI-
CIENCY—1100 acres of woods and trails. Camp
sports. Recordings. Informal sociable surroundings.

SPECIAL RATES FOR GROUPS
Friday thru Menday—$26.00

R. R. Station, Beacon, N. Y., 60 Miles from.City

Phone Beacon 727

Enjoy your vacation atne~ar~e
EAGER ROSE GARDEN

BUSHVILLE, N.Y,, Bet. Monticello & Ferndale
Prominent Artists

e Al sports. Social activities.
e Music and entertainment,
» Make reservations early.

Attractive rate for August
PN ﬂ‘ gy -PHONE JErome 8-0160
OR MONTICELLO 571
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MASSES
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

50c a line. Payable in advance. Min. charge $1.50
Approx. 7 words to a line. Deadline Gri., 4 p.m.

WOMEN'S OPPORTUNITY

A salaried job with a purpose for a woman. If you
like people, and don’'t mind talking to them, that’s a
recommendation. If you ever sold anything, that might
be an added recommendation. But you must be bright
and alert. An important steady job on NEW MASSES
must be filled. Opply in writing ,givin greferences, to
Herbert Goldfrank, NEW MASSES, 104 East 9th St.,
N. Y. City.

/ CHILDREN BOARDED

A FEW CHILDREN FROM 2)-10 to live all year
round in quiet, comfortable country home. Progressive
playgroup on premises. Excellent public school in vil-
lage. Understanding affectionate care. Housemother
up-to-date nutritionist. Excellent references. Moderate
prices. Write NORA ZHITLOWSKY, Croton-on-Hut-
son, N. Y., or phone Croton 469.

FLOYD WILSON FARM

-shattered!

SMALL FARM CAMP for chi#fdren 5 to 14. Sports,
crafts, homelike $20.00 for 1 week, $170.00 for 9
weeks-—Woodstock, N. Y. Catalog—Box 144.

SACKS FARM

Unusually beaut;iful countryside; pine woods, restful; all’

conveniences; finest A-Jewish cooking. Sports, horse-
back riding, low rates Beoklet. Saugerties, N. Y. Tel.
590-J.

BARLOW FARM

BAR\LOW FARM—Sherman, Conn, Delightful vaca-
tion. Swimming, tennis, etc. Fine Russian-American
cooking. Children accepted. Free booklet,

BUNGALOW FOR RENT

Charming 3 rooms, 2ll improvements, beautiful sur-
roundings, V Garden, swimming nearby. ON BUS
LINE. Kirshman, New City, N. Y. Phone New City
2297 or PL. 5-0988 evenings.

SHARE PROSPECTIVE HOME
Seeking young lady who wishes to share an apart-

ment in the fall. Write Box 1823, New Masses, 104
East 9th St.,, N. Y. C.

HOME FOR BOY
Wanted to place boy, age 7, with congenial farm

family, near Philadelphia, for July and August, instead
of sending him to camp. Write Box 1824, New Masses’

TO LET FURNISHED

Summer—sublet three-room apartment, artistically
furni_shed, grand piano, extremely convenient Village
location; moderate rental. Write Box 1822, New Masses,

GYMNASIUM

Get in shape. Reduce—build up—relax. Trial visit
$2.00 includes Swedish massage, handball, vapor baths,
individual exercises, posture correction, etc. Men,
women, separate days. Open roof gym. GOODWIN’S
GYM, 1457 Broadway at 42 St. WIlsconsin 7-8250.

INSURANCE
PAUL CROSBIE—Insurance of every kind—whatever

your needs — FREQUENT SAVINGS. 799 Broadway,
New York City. Tel. GRamercy 7-5980.

MANUSCRIPT TYPING

Manuscripts neatly and efficiently typed. Union rates.
Apply Box 1809, New Masses, 104 East 9th St., N.Y.C.

APARTMENT TO SHARE

Wish to share my apartment with young woman.
Modern, complete privacy, reasonable rental. Write
Box 1825, New Masses.

COUPLE TO SHARE HOME

Couple wanted to share charming, spacious house
near lake, private swimming pool. Commuting train
or bus. $200 long season. Telephone evenings GR. T-
4410. Apt. 6C. -

Buy
For

a Bond
Father
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should the world be better if the wren’s
nest flourish and the Eagle’s house be
‘)’

His sympathy for intellectuals oppressed
by the ignorant vanished, significantly,
when Ernst Toller asked him to write in

. behalf of Hitler’s prisoner, Karl von Ossiet-

sky; Yeats refused, swearing at "Toller. In
1924 he had already declared “Genera-
tions to come will have for their task, not
the widening of liberty, but recovery from
its errors—the building up of authority, the
restoration of discipline. . . .”” He was later
delighted with Hitler’'s Germany because
he had heard that there was “a new law in
that country whereby ancient and impover-
ished families can recover their hereditary
properties,” no doubt seeing himself as
Butler, Duke of Ormonde. Thus it was no
temporary aberration, but the inevitable
outcome of a lifetime, that made him write
songs and draw up principles for O’Duffy’s
fascist Blueshirts in 1933. “The fascist
leader of the Blueshirts had told me,”
Yeats writes, “‘that he was about to bring
to see me the man he had selected for leader
that I might talk my anti-democratic
philosophy. I was ready. . .. Italy, Poland,
Germany, then perhaps Ireland. Doubtless
I shall hate it (though not so much as I
hate Irish democracy).” And he lost his
passion for the movement only because it
failed to seize power, indulging instead in

political controversy.
MR Hong, who according to the jacket
blurb “agrees with Yeats in settmg
good servants above good bargainers,” re-
veals all this without a qualm, and thus
enables us to penetrate the mask of escap-
ist poet and discover an active enemy. But,
indeed, it would suffice to read Yeats’ poet-
ry attentively to know him a spiritual fas-
cist. The spiteful whine against the people
which disfigures his later work is only
matched by his arrogant contempt for Irish
women revolutionaries like Eva Gore-
Booth and Constance Markievicz—his
thesis being that a woman’s duty is to be
young and beautiful and never think. Even
his personal idiosyncrasies are typical of
the fascist mind. His self-esteem amounted
almost to megalomania; he smugly “
proved” the poetry of William Blake,
published a version of Wilde’s Read-
ing Gaol from which he had cut
many passages (remarking, “My work
gave me that privilege”) 'and included far
more of his own poems in the Oxford
Book of Modern Verse than most editors
would have thought decent. His most curi-
ous aberration, a lifelong devotion to fake
occultism, spiritism, astrology, and magic
that rivaled any hysterical spinster’s, was
the inevitable outgrowth of an obscurantist
hatred of science, progress, and material-
ism. ‘That he wrote beautiful and haunting
verse seems less important when you con-
sider what he put in it. He gains an adven-
titious importance today, however, when so

RATES:

$25.00 Per Week
$5.00 Per Day

Taxis meet all trains.
Tel. eBacon 731

Office: 2700 Bronx Pk, E., N. Y.

~ The Best
in Food and
Fun for All

N.Y. Central R.R. to Beacon, N.Y.

lmoh, N.Y.

OLin. 5-6900

A VACATION HAVEN 40 MILES FROM N. Y.
e, T CENTRAL :

\-ormerly Lewisohn's Estate OPEN ALL YEAR
225-acre estate of fascmaﬂn? hiking country. Teanis,
Swimming, Golf, Handball, Bicycling, Ping-pong.
Games, recordmgs .||brary. dancing.  Exceilent
cuisine. Every comfort. Incomparable surroundings.
Tel.: Highland Mllls 7895.

Your Hostess: FANNIE GOLDBERG

l

5%@

FOR THE LAZYBONES:

Well-stocked library —

Art  classes—crafts—dark admi — archery —
room—musical recording b infon

mountain frafls — cro-

—open fireplaces — spec-
tacular country. pieces—fishing—bo
SIGGIE GOLDNER, PHOENICIA, NEW YORK

WN ¢ Lavws

FOR THE SPIRITED:
Tennis—"handball — swim-
ming — ping-pong —

TO:
Richard O. Boyer,
Earl Browder,
Vito Marcantonio,

Paul Robeson

Care of New Masses—104 E. 9th St.
' New York City

FROM:

(Name)

(Address)
(City) s s e e e .

| agree with you that saving NEW MASSES is

an “investment in victory." | therefors am
donating $..e . | want to pledge
L S to be given later this year on

the following dates:
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SPONSORED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL
OF AMERICAN-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP, INC.

‘The Russian Story’

e A FILM CAVALCADE OF 1000 YEARS
OF RUSSIAN HEROISM.
EXTRA ADDED ATTRACTION
"SIXTY-NINTH PARALLEL"
- Late Show on S8aturday.
7th Ave. bet. 41-42 Sts

Si'anley Thead. "7 Windsor 7-58%

Cont. from 9 a.m.

June 10-11—"PEASANTS" and.'HARVEST"

June 12-13-14—"GENERAL SUVOROV" and
"PORT OF SHADOWS"

June 15-16—"FORTRESS ON THE VOLGA"
and "MADAME BOVARY"

IRVING PLACE IRVING _ PLACE

Benefit Block Tickets at Reduced Price. GR. 5-9879

India Jewel

59 West 8th 8t., N. ¥. C.

JEWELRY
HANDKERCHIEFS

GR. 3-50%2

SCARVES
GIFTS

Cooke's StorageWarehouse

209-1
1 East .1.?3“%% New York City

300 Readers Us-d Our Servies

[ ]
Est. 196} Speciat rates to New Masses Readers

NEW MASSES, 104 East 9th St., N. Y. City

Enclosed find $
for which please send NM for one full year,
52 weeks.

(There are two methods of payments;
we prefer the first; you may prefer the
second.)

{] One eYar, $5.00.

[0 One Yeér. $1.00 down payment.
Bill $1 monthly for 4 months.

SUB SENT IN BY:

Name

Address

City State.

Name

Address ...

City State
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many of our own literary fifth columnists
are hiding behind the escapist mask he tail-
ored for them; an understanding of Yeats’

motives and strategy will aid us in detect-

ing living enemies.
Joy Davipman.

~

The Democratic Tradition

BATTLE FOR AMERICA, by 4. B. Magil. Interna-
tional Publishers. 15¢.

1\/IANY years ago the American historian

John Fisk wrote, “All American
history has since run along the lines marked
out by the antagonism of Jefferson and
Hamilton.” Surely if historians and teach-
ers had, in a more enlightened and ener-

- getic manner, developed the implications

of this profound remark, there would to-
day be far less weeping and wailing over
the supposed historical ignorance of Amer-
ican youth. For, as Mr. Magil observes
at the opening of his pamphlet, “The
history of a nation’s past is sometimes re-
garded as a cemetery in which noble
monuments and shapely statuary mark the
graves of issues and contentions long since
dead.” And young students have never
been known to be overly fond of ceme-
teries.

The great virtue of Mr. Magil’s little
pamphlet is the vivil immediacy with
which it recalls the great democratic tradi-
tion of our country. Into its forty-five
pages he crowds a remarkably rich sub-

- stantiation of his thesis that a people’s past

is “the glowing core of its nationhood out
of which it draws strength and knowl-
edge and clarity in the new trials of the
present and future.”

Truly it is with great clarity that Paine,
Jefferson, Jackson, Douglass, Lincoln,
Stevens speak to us today. And with an
astonishing unanimity. With swift, sure
strokes, Mr. Magil sketches the problems
faced by these heroic figures and seeks from
each the key to their successful solution.
And the answer comes down through our
history as with a single voice.

It is now some few years since Earl
Browder, speaking to and for the Com-
munist Party, began a campaign to rescue
American history from the reactionaries,
and to utilize its militant. democratic tradi-
tions in the continuing progressive struggles
of the American people. This campaign,
embodied in Browder’s speeches and writ-
ncrs, has since that day spread widely and
is today bearing rich fruit.

There was surely never a time when it
was moyge important than it is at present
for America to gather its full strength in
defense of its national existence. The
deadly menace of fascism, striking in
desperation on foreign battle fields, in-
spiring its friends and suppbrters in the
halls of Congress, threatens to obliterate
the Declaration of Independence, the Bill
of Rights, the Emancipation Proclamation,

the Gettysburg Address, all that Americans
hold most dear.

“In total war we are. waging today,”
writes Mr. Magil, “we need, in order to
win, far greater unity of action than pre-
vailed in 1776, 1812, and 1861, and the
work of even a relatively small number
of defeatists and saboteurs may be sufficient
to block the victorious advance of this
country and its allies.” Into this unity for
victory Mr. Magil brings the greatest
figures of our past. They come from other
sectors of the single battle for America.
And their experiences deprive us of any
excuse of being able to say we do not know
what needs to be done for victory.

It is to be hoped that Mr. Magil’s
pamphlet with its clear and forceful les-
sons will receive wide circulation and
thoughtful study. It is a mighty weapon
for victory, filling the mind with clarity
and the spirit with determination.

Davip McKeLvey WHITE.

Facts on File

FACTS ON FILE YEARBOOK, 1942. Edited by R. L.
Lapica. Persow’s Index, Facts on File, Inc., $zo0.

acH week there comes into the office
of NEw Masses several white sheets
of paper and a couple of yellow sheets with
punch holes in them for insertion in a file.
Occasionally there are also blue or pink
sheets. We put them away, but we don’t
forget them. When did Martin Dies issue
his last blast at American democracy?
When did President Roosevelt make his
first trip through the country’s war plants?
When did Winston Churchill make his we-
mean-to-hold-what-we-have speech? Facts
on File, the weekly index and synopsis of
world events, tells us and keeps us from-
getting our current history scrambled.
Now Facts on File has issued its year-
book for 1942, which merely means that
its synopsis of world events has been bound
into one volume and the cumulative weekly
index has been made into an index for the
entire year. The book is published with a
whimsical foreword. by Hendrik Willem
van Loon, a member of the Facts on File
advisory board. But once beyond Mr.
van Loon’s foreword, you enter upon very
serious business indeed. Each week’s news
is divided under a number of headings:
US War (later globalized into World War
II), National Affairs, Foreign Affairs,
Latin Ameri¢a, Finance and Economics,
Arts-and Science, Education and Religion,
Sports and Miscellaneous. Sometime in
September Obituaries is added. The events
in each group are synopsized chronologic-
ally, and a quick glance at the index in

.back will tell you just where to find what.

Facts on File has been in existence only a
little over two years. Editors, students,
teachers, and anyone who has occasion to
refer back to the events of the recent past
will find it a great help.
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SEAMEN

" Action in the North Atlantic'" is the film tribute that the merchant seamen deserve. . . . Joy
Davidman reports on three war films: a masterpiece, a middling one, and a mess.

N LAND, a battle front is a place you
O can identify. On this side is your

territory, on the other Theirs, with
a line of fiery death where the two meet.
In practice, of course, the division becomes
hazy. You often infiltrate each other’s posi-
tions and find yourself operating in the
rear of hostile forces. Yet the front remains
a fairly limited strip of country, as a rule.
You can march up to it, and with luck,
when relieved, you can march back.

At sea there are five thousand miles of
blank, concealing waves. Millions of waves,
all looking pretty much alike, sometimes
murderous with storms and sometimes smil-
ing as innocently as a duckpond. Sometimes
a leaping porpoise will make one wave
transiently memorable. And sometimes a
periscope will. Millions of waves, and all of
them fighting front.

Action in the North Atlantic brings those
steel-colored waves, with the steel death
hidden in them, before your eyes with a
clarity and power no film of combat has
had before. What the much-touted Ixn
Which We Serve so dismally failed to do
with its incoherent sea battles, Action
achieves; and much more, for it celebrates
not only the recognized heroes of the Navy
but also the unrecognized and often slan-
dered heroes of the National Maritime
Union. They carry the oil to the battle
fronts, in a helpless and unarmed tanker;
they are torpedoed, and the submarine rams
their lifeboats. They sink in the icy water,
starve and freeze on a raft, come home at
last—many of them on stretchers. When
they’re on their feet again, they go round
to the union hall and sign up for another
voyage. Fighting the sea by herself was
always thought a strong man’s job, and
these men fight both the Nazis and the sea.

The crew and officers of the S.S. Sea-
witch, a liberty ship carrying munitions to
Murmansk, are the heroes of Action in
the North Atlantic. Rescued from their
raft, they have a little time to relax. The
quiet captain goes home to his wife, eats his
dinner in a safe kitchen, lies down to sleep
on a clean bed in a cool safe room, with his
dog dreaming at peace on the floor beside
him. The mate falls swiftly in love and
marries. The crew amuse themselves at
poker in the union hall, waiting for a new
ship; one, whose wife is expecting a child,
shocks the others by wanting a safe job.
Here, in a swift exchange of words be-
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tween two seamen, the whole meaning of
the war is summed up, and the little fellow
who wants security for himself is shown
why he cannot have it without fighting for
a secure world. When men are wanted for
the Seawitch, he signs up with the others.

Then the long, grueling voyage to Mur-
mansk, first with a convoy and some
protection, then separated from the convoy
with a dogged Nazi submarine following.
The men spend their days watching those
continucus and unrevealing waves, wres-
tling with the engines, desperately groping
through fog where to lose the convoy
formation means collision and death in
mangling explosions. Through the endless
nights they feel the submarines come closer.
Their meals and their dreams are broken
by the noise of enemy planes. They are
struck and crippled, and they strike back

desperately, ramming the submarine and

blasting the planes out of the sky. At the
end they come triumphantly into Mur-
mansk in a sunny afternoon, and the Rus-
sian girls haul on the ropes and greet them
as comrades.

The men are superbly individualized,
with their humor, their toughness, and their
tenderness. They merrily razz the youthful
Navy gun crew assigned them; they worry
about a kitten brought aboard and exposed
tc the dangers of a sea voyage. The re-
served captain and the slangy first mate
form an arresting study in friendship, the
friendship of men very different yet equally
admirable. And John Howard Lawson, in
writing the magnificent script, has integrat-
ed the story of one crew and one ship with
the great battle of the whole world. In
Which We Serve, it will be remembered,
blandly ignored the larger issues of the war,
turning a destroyer into a tight little float-

First Mate Humphrey Bogart shouts an order. From "Acticn in the North Atlantic."
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ing universe whose inhabitants existed only
for and in the ship. Action in the North
Atlantic is a welcome contrast, with its
pictures of the brotherhood of nations in
the convoy, its emphasis on the men’s union
organization as part of the anti-fascist fight.

To clarity of purpose is added clarity of
execution. Battles are hard to film, and
most film-makers resort to a vague impres-
sionism to suggest them. That is, they make
a blur of noise and glare and swift unre-
lated flashes of action, hoping to overpower
you with the total impact. And you feel
you have been through a battle, right
enough; but you have no very clear notion
of what hit you. Action in the North At-
lantic, however, achieves the hitherto im-
possible in its scenes of sea fights. It gives
you all the force of battle and all the size,
it gives them in human terms instead of
with toy models on a toy ocean, and it
gives them without confusion.

When the convoy is attacked by a whole
fleet of submarines, you follow every step
of the battle. When the S.S. Seawitch shoots
at Nazi planes, you know what every gun
and every gunner is doing. You even fol-
low the simultaneous thoughts and actions
of the Germans. And here film technique
is literally brought to perfection. Through-
out extended sequences, the Germans in
plane and submarine hold conversations in
their native tongue. Yet there is never a
moment of obscurity. So dexterously is dia-
logue welded to action that you know
exactly what they are saying even if you
can’t understand a word. The dialogue
adds realism; adds enormously to the emo-
tional power of the acting; supplements
and clarifies the camera record. And it is
never used as a substitute for a meaningful
camera record. That, my children, is
screen-writing.

Action in the North Atlantic is enhanced
by an admirable and workmanlike cast,

with the possible exception of Julie Bishop,

a - pleasant enough torch-singing blonde
whose glamour nevertheless contrasts an-
noyingly with the general sincerity. Sam
Levene, Alan Hale, and Ruth Gordon are
particularly good in minor roles. Of the
acting of Raymond Massey and Humphrey
Bogart, as captain and first mate of the
Seawitch, pages of deserved rhapsody might
be written. Suffice it to say that their per-
formances are worthy of the script; it
would be hard to think of higher praise.

SIX months ago This Land Is Mine

might have seemed a great picture. It
contains much- that is eloquent, much that
is honest and intelligent and adult. It is
more outspoken and eloquent about fascism
in words, than most films dare to be even
today. We need to be told how Nazis take
over, how rich men sometimes persuade
themselves to betray the people, how we
can find the enemy within our gates. All
this the picture talks about; and talks,
moreover, in universal terms. It tries to be
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-New York last week.

Planning for Morale

“DIVERSE our talents may be, but today
- our interests are one. What unites
us today is the issue of whether or not we,
and the world we know and work in, are
to- survive against the world onslaught of
fascism. . . . In my opinion the highest
function which we in the entertainment
industry can perform in this terrible period
is to build and sustain morale. . . . And
since in the United States the entertain-
ment world functions on a basis of private
and individual enterprise, it is we our-
selves who must do the coordinating.”
"This is Lawrence Tibbett addressing the
National Conference of the Entertainment
Industry for War Activities, which met in
They were all
there, performers and producers, techni-
cians, designers, writers, actors like James
Cagney. and Frederic March and Ilka
Chase, playwrights like Elmer Rice and
Rachel Crothers, Hollywood screen writ-
ers and officials of the OWI. They came
to tell what has been done' and to make
plans for the future. And there was much
to tell. . "The radio men had a play about
Marines in the Pacific; the American
Theater Wing had its Lunchtime Follies,
presented in war factories, and its study
of food rationing—I#’s Up To You. There
were reports of huge sums collected for
war relief, performances in army camps
and even on the fighting fronts, singers
entertaining the convalescents in army hos-
pitals, film shorts ranging from battle

“scenes to Donald Duck on taxation. Some

of the work shown was first rate and fin-
ished material, some merely hopeful begin-
nings; but all had enthusiasm, and all con-
centrated on bringing a courageous under-
standing of the war to every American. A
high spot of the conference was the speech
by Gardner Cowles of the OWI, who ar-
raigned the present widespread feeling that
the war is as good as won; that we can
slow down on production and jaunt around
the country on vacations. Woithout an in-
vasion of Europe, Mr. Cowles made clear,
the war can never be won.

AND the entertainment industry made
plans, about which we will write more
fully next week; plans for expansion and
coordination of its work. Here is an answer
to those enemies of planned economy who
pretend there is something un-American
about forethought, as if the American way
involved shutting your eyes, holding your
nose, and diving blindly on to the hidden
rocks. The entertainment industry has
accepted its function in this war and is per-
forming it ably, because the entertainment
industry has voluntarily embarked upon a
program of organization and cooperation.

not only the story of some French village
but the potential story of any small town
in, say, our own Middle West. And it is,
for the most part, well acted.

And yet it seems a little pale, a little
stale. This is partly, of course, by compari-
son with such predecessors as the savagely
vigorous Hangmen Also Die, whose
strength illumines the other film’s weak-
ness. It is surprising that Dudley Nichols
and Jean Renoir, who have done magnifi-
cent film work and who obviously under-
stand the war thoroughly, should in their
writing and directing fail to translate their
fine concept into convincing film language.
At times, indeed, This Land Is Mine al-
most seems to have been mauled about by
some third person with a love of shoddy
formula.

For the universal theme of the film, its
mass struggle, is grotesquely centered on
a single girl, in the Hollywood manner of
yesteryear. Her brother is the only active
underground worker we meet. He fiance
is the leading quisling. Her devout and
hopeless admirer is the hero, a timid school-
teacher who finds his courage more
through love than political understanding;
and"his mother, jealous of the girl, is the
one chosen to betray her brother to the
Nazis. The whole underground movement
s reduced to a cozy little family affair.

The mechanical formula ‘plot might
have been less annoying, however, had it
been well carried out. But what are you to
say to an underground movement con-
ducted entirely in speechmaking? The
quislings make speeches excusing their mo-
tives to each other. The Nazi colonel makes
speeches explaining the rise of Nazism; he
argues 2 hundred times for one time that -
hé shoots. The schoolmaster, on trial for
his life, lectures the courtroom on political

‘economy, and the Nazis obligingly let him

finish. He then goes and delivers an equally
long lecture to a class of small boys, and
when he is dragged out by Nazi soldiers
they stop and wait every few steps while
he utters some last telling remark. The
only two bits of action in the film are our
old enemies, the chase of a saboteur across
rooftops and the chase of the same saboteur
across railroad tracks.

Now everything said in these long
speeches is true, and some of it is verbally
effective enough, like a good editorial. But
none of it is real. Listening is infinitely less
significant to the mind than seeing, and
This Land Is Mine contains nothing to see
—only the faces of people talking. Hang-
men Also Die did not explain fascism; it
displayed it. Action on the North Atlantic
has one ten-second speech, where it is
logically needed; a speech going into far
less profound economic analysis than
Charles Laughton’s five-minute lectures.
But it has the United Nations convoy and
the harsh sea-fights, the relentless subma-
rine and the sailing into Murmansk. This
Land Is Mine only explains; and fascism
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waits, smiling politely, for the end of the
explanation, so that it can do a little talk-
ing of its own. And, oh yes, the quisling
shoots himself in a dejected moment, thus
automatically solving the problem of quis-
lings. And one gets rather tired of extend-
ed close-ups of Mr. Laughton, crumpling
his face up like a dish-towel to express vio-
lent emotion.

This, children, is not screen writing.
Good intentions, yes; good arguing, yes.
But feeble use of the screen.

1vE GrAVEs To CAIRO” has not even

the excuse of good intentions. If any-
thing could take the joy and pride out of
the Tunisian ' victory, the explanation of-
fered here would be calculated to do it. It
seems Rommel snuck into Egypt thinly dis-
guised as an archeologist, some years back,
and buried enough ammunition and fuel
for a whole army all along the rcute to
Cairo. . . . The only reason we licked him
was that Franchot Tone, equally thinly
disguised as a British soldier-disguised-as-a-
waiter, snuck into Rommel’s headquarters,
* overheard the Field Marshal boasting of his
foresight, and carried the news to Cairo in
time. Do you follow this? We don’t. It
shouldn’t even happen to a Nazi Field
Marshal.

The vision of a high-ranking Prussian
general acting as his own Intelligence and
Engineering staff is only matched by the
film’s other pipe dream; there’s a pretty
French chambermaid in the hotel taken
cver by the German army as headquarters.
The Nazis haven’t seen a woman in
months. So what do they do? They PLEAD
with her. .

Rommel himself comes out of this mess
rather better than anyone else, in the ex-
pert hands of Erich von Stroheim, who
gives the picture its only excuse for being.
He has what good lines there are, includ-
ing one rather nice violation of a bad
screen precedent. The heroine, portrayed
as a low-grade moron with a pout, rushes
into the Field Marshal’s bedroom in the
carly morning to offer her lovely self in
exchange for her brother’s freedom. And
the Field Marshal very sensibly tells her
to stop acting like a bad movie. Thanks
for that crumb of pleasure, at least.

Something more ought, in justice, to be
said for von Stroheim. In a bad picture, in
the role of a particularly unpopular enemy,
lie was able to make an audience of noisy
jitterbugs sympathetically and quietly at-
tentive in two minutes. And that, my chil-
dren, s acting. Joy Davibman.

NM June 15, 1943

LAKE ELLIS
CAmP UNITY o
Phone: Wingdale 2461

VICTORY VARIETIES

Featuring

Y% CASS CARR and His Band e
* Sparkling Entertainment
* Delicious Food

ALL SPORTS %
Swimming Tennis Ping-Pong
Handball  Hikes
Horseshoes Socials

Boating

a Low rates: $5.50 day; $30 week, Baseball

e Only 70 miles from N.Y.C., via NYCRR.
o Discount to men in Armed Service.

Reservations Now for June and July vacations
FOR ILLUSTRATED BOOKLET, WRITE OR PHONE:

NEW YORK OFFICE, | Union Square West Algonquin 4-8024

CAMP W AH-NEE_FOR BOYS 3 TO 14

SHADOW LAKE e WINCHESTER CENTER e¢. CONN. ._FOR GRILS 3 TO 14
A modern progressive camp located in the Berkshire Mts. Private lake one “mile long.
Wholesome food—mature counseilors——careful supervision—all land and water sports—
guest accommodations. Write or phone for booklet.

Mr. and Mrs. S. M. MARKS 2753 Ocean Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. DEwey 2-4650

Announcing . . .

THE NEW MASSES

e

‘Hollywood Art Auction

Exhibition and Sale

at
AMERICAN CONTEMPORARY GALLERY

6727% Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood, Cal.

A cross section of the best modern American painting will be
represented in oils, watercolors, tempera, gouaches, draw-
ings, lithographs, silk screen, in prices to reach every range

of income.

Sale

from one o'clock Sunday

July 11th

Exhibition for a full week prior to sale
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NEXT WEEK

New Masses will devote its entire issue to

“BUILDING AMERICAN-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP"

ON THE OCCASION OF THE SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF
THE SOVIET UNION'S ENTRANCE INTO THE WAR

Among the contributors to this issue are:

GARDNER COWLES, ]JR. JOSEPH CURRAN

SEN. JAMES E. MURRAY LION FEUCHTWANGER

A HRTHUR UPHAM POPE CAPT. SERGEI KOURNAKOF%‘
WALTER KERR CORLISS LAMONT |

' SEN. ELBERT D. THOMAS EARL B. DICKERSON
UPTON SINCLAIR | JOHN A. KINGSBURY
EARL BROWDER SAMUEL SILLEN
REV. ELIOT WHITE ' ISIDOR SCHNEIDER

EARL ROBINSON
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