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16,386

If you could be certain that a dollar would win the war, would you give

that dollar?

Well, we can't guarantee that it will win the war, but we can guarantee
that it will help.

NEW MASSES is out to help win this war, win it fast, win it so it stays
won. '

To help win the war we asked for $40,000 for our fund drive.
Our good friends and readers gave us $23,614.
That leaves $16,386 to go.

Now, if we could get one dollar from each of 16,386 of our friends and
readers — and we have many, many more than that — our quota would be
filled and the influence we wield would be assured for another year's battle
against Hitlerism.

We want the dollar you didn't spend yesterday. The dollar you might
spend tomorrow anyhow. A dollar you wouldn't miss ten minutes after you
put it in the mail.

We can put your dollar o work today to help us win this war. If we don't
win it, your dollar won't be any good anyhow.

‘When we do, you'll agree it was a small investment for a mighty return.

Two weeks' notice is required for change of address. Notification sent to NEW MASSES rather than to the post office will give the best results.
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FROM WAITING TO ACTION

S WALTER LiPPMANN remarked in one of his columns
A last week, “It can be no secret and no special knowl-
edge is needed to see it, that we are engaged in
strengthening our alliances with Great Britain, Russia, and
China.” Evidently, discussions have been proceeding in the
major Allied capitals, especially in Washington, among the
highest representatives of the United Nations. That is of
course good news, and as Lippmann continues, “necessary.”
It’s been obvious that the association of nations formed after
Pearl Harbor would have to coalesce into a much closer, firmer
alliance to meet the challenge of this summer’s fighting. It

may be true that a single command is impractical in this war,

but a unified strategy and conception of the war is essential.
And as a precondition for this, a more intimate association of
the democratic statesmen and their military, naval, and eco-
nomic specialists.

Our enemies have been trying to strengthen their own al-
liances. Hitler is scouring Europe for manpower; Laval is
openly trying to recruit Frenchmen for the job in Czecho-
slovakia; after the murder of Heydrich, a reign of terror is
under way to force the Czech people into line. Last week
Hitler traveled to embrace his partner-in-crime, Marshal Mann-
erheim of Finland, a trip obviously connected with impending
operations from thé Baltic against Leningrad and from the
Arctic against Murmansk and Archangel and the vital routes
to the Soviet interior. And undoubtedly the Nazis are dove-
tailing their plans for this year with those of Japan.

The precise nature of the United Nations discussions we do
not know, but the outstanding problems fall into a number
of logical categories. There are economic issues, both for the
duration of the war and its aftermath. In February, a lend-lease
agreement was reached with Great Britain, providing that
lend-lease repayment would not be such as to jeopardize postwar
economic stability. This same agreement was recently con-
cluded with China, and Secretary of State Cordell Hull has
implied that it was offered to the USSR. Evidently, this is
still under consideration.

Immediate issues, however, may be of greater practical im-
portance. There is the need for a shipping pool with empha-
sis on the needs of the north Atlantic route. A much more
rapid and thorough association of the Latin American nations
and their economic resources is necessary; the same is true
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The coalition gathers strength. An Editorial

of parts of Africa like the Belgian Congo, whose representa-
tive recently arrived in Washington. Economic advice and
methods have to be interchanged, and our plans of production
adjusted to the experience of China, Russia, and England.
Edward J. Stettinius, of the lend-lease administration, recently
disclosed that such an exchange had begun. The agreement
whereby we concentrate on heavy bombers and the British on
fighter planes is a case in point.

Much of this, of course, depends on political clarification.
In this category, there are many issues which we intend to
discuss in subsequent weeks. Immediately, however, a unified
approach to the Axis and to the war’s crisis this summer is
vital. America has taken a necessary step by declaring war
on Bulgaria, Hungary, and Rumania. The issue of Finland,
however, is still outstanding, and Mr. Hull’s repetition of
last November’s warning that the Finns are suspected of help-

-ing Hitler, and just mustn’t do that any more, strikes us as

hardly strong enough for the occasion. It isn’t a question of
pleasing Russia, or going back on the erstwhile sentimentalities
regarding the non-existent Finnish democracy; it’s a matter
of hard military necessity.

Is the route to Murmansk and the railway to Leningrad
vital to us? Yes, every commentator admits that it is. Is Mann-
erheim helping Hitler to close those routes? Yes, obviously.
Then it follows that we must keep the routes clear; other-
wise our aid to Russia doesn’t mean anything. And keeping
those routes clear involves a declaration of war on Finland.
It is time we stopped pussyfooting and called a spade what
it is.

Finally, there is the most vital need of all: agreement that
this year, 1942, is the crucial one, a revision of the conception
that the war’s crisis can be delayed until we are as ready as
we should like to be. It means strengthening the Pacific theater
by sending planes to China, by energetic counter-attacks such
as took place at Midway last week, and by a Pacific Charter:
such as would enroll the masses of the Far East in our cause,
the peoples of India in particular.

And finally and most important, it means to plan and exe-
cute together with our British ally, a second front on the
continent of Europe within the next weeks, a front that would
jibe with.renewed offensive efforts by our Russian friends, and
hold forth the possibility of defeating the Axis this year.



LET'S LOOK AT THE RECORD

Bruce Minton examines the important legislation against which the clique of appeasers and poll-

tax congressmen have successfully campaigned since Pearl Harbor. Second in the series

A Victory Congress.”

W ashington.

HE best way to start a survey of the 77th Congress is to
Tget out the record and take a look at it. This is not quite

so easy as it sounds. The record includes far more than a
simple listing of approved legislation. Discussion on the floor
of the House and Senate must be taken into account. What is
said and done by Congress should be compared with the peo-
ple’s obvious needs.

It is well to bear in mind that it would be a mistake to treat
Congress as a monolithic body. The legislature is composed
of ninety-six senators and 435 representatives: a large pro-
portion vote in favor of bills which do not pass; or against
legislation which wins majority approval. Individual members
often suggest measures which fail to gain sufficient support to
merit consideration.

In Table 1, I have listed all legislation enacted since Pearl
Harbor (with the exception of items concerning the recom-
pense of individuals, the erection of monuments, and the like).
The declaration of war seems a good date of departure—the
issues became most clear to the vast majority the moment the
United States formally entered the world struggle. From then
on our very existence as an independent nation was clearly
at stake, and Americans unitedly called for total  victory
over the Axis.

At first sight the number of congressional acts may appear
impressive. But in addition to the appropriation bills (without
which the government could not exist, without which America
could not wage war), Congress endorsed only three measures
of major importance—starred in the table. The remaining
legislation was routine, of no great significance in molding
general policy.

The formal record takes on sharp meaning when it is seen
in relation to the issues uppermost in the minds of the Amer-
ican people. In Table 2, I have listed some of the problems
ignored or at least insufficiently discussed by Congress as a
result of the obstructionist activity of a small group of ap-
peasers and southern poll-taxers. True, so long as the 77th
Congress remains in session, it may very well act upon a
number of these matters—for example, Congress will undoubt-
edly pass some sort of tax bill. But for six months of war
the reactionaries in Congress prevented consideration of too
many vital questions of the day.

HAT indeed has the ruling clique in Congress been up

to during this crucial six-month period? Debates there
have been a-plenty. But during all these weeks, the nation’s
legislators have devoted their main energy to five topics and
to scores of inconsequential minutize. Here are the subjects oc-
cupying most attention in the months since the attack on Pearl
Harbor:

Price Control. The urgent need to prevent inflation
was relegated to the background while the Southern poll-tax
group, the appeasers, the Roosevelt baiters, and the tories
(including all but a handful of the Republicans) wrangled
and bickered and harassed the administration. Reaction more
or less divided its forces: one group concentrated on badger-
ing Leon Henderson, price control administrator; another
found ways to exempt wealthy farmers from regulation; and
a third perverted the legislation into an anti-labor club. In
any showdown, the three groups rallied for mutual support.
Senators Taft, Tydings, and Glass in particular led the

““Wanted:

assault on Henderson. In proposing substitution of a five-man
board for a single administrator, the Taft group envisaged
a decentralized authority slow to act and indecisive in policy.
Price control would then be haphazard, a creaking affair sure
to prove ineffectual. Herbert Hoover rushed in to bolster this
position, urging a separate administrator for each price group-
ing, hoping to rob Henderson of all authority and to assure
maximum confusion. Not to be outdone, Taft called for a
ban on permanent price regulation, preferring temporary ceil-
ings of sixty days’ duration. On Hoover’s suggestion, Bank-
head and George came forward with an amendment giving
Claude Wickard, Secretary of Agriculture, veto power over
farm prices. The resulting conflict of authority with Hender-
son was seen as a further impediment to price control. Tydings
added his fillip—he asked that all appointments to Henderson’s
staff be subject to Senate confirmation, which opened the way
for a Red-hunt and labor-baiting.

A further battle raged over “parity”—the relationship
farm prices bore to non-agricultural prices in the years 1909-14.
As the bill was kicked back and forth in Congress, the so-called
“farm bloc” (which in a later article I want to show is not
a “bloc” and has nothing to do with farmers), extended price
margins to 110 percent of parity, and insisted that farm prices
be allowed to rise beyond that point if levels on Oct. 1, 1941,
or for the years 1919-29 proved higher. This latter provision
—the O’Mahoney amendment—was supplemented by the
Bankhead amendment exempting farm commodities from Hen-
derson’s control. The Senate, still not content, raised the ante
to 120 percent of parity. Administration leaders like Senator
Barkley referred to the revised bill as a “farm relief measure.”
President Roosevelt intimated that he would veto e legisla-

While Senator O'Daniel suf-
fered hallucinations: ". . .
Our foreign enemies read
of hand to hand fighting in
front of our defense fac-
tories,"" labor achieved un-
precedented output of war-
stuffs through employer-em-
ploye councils.
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tion, since it compelled inflation rather than prevented it.

Only when the AFL and CIO stepped in to condemn the
O’Mahoney and Taft proposals, only when the Farmers Union
stated that “The Senate seeks advantages in price increases
never asked for by our farmers. . . . Patriotic and unselfish
farmers do not now seek personal gain through unfairly high
prices”—only then were the farm program wreckers partially
voted down.

The whole issue of “parity” was quite demagogic. Farm
prices now average 99 percent parity. The small and middle
farmers have little interest in inflating prices beyond this
point. In fact, the high prices envisaged by the “farm bloc,”
coupled with the plot to destroy New Deal farm-relief legis-
lation, would injure the majority of farmers more than it
would help them. The resultant rise in the cost of living would
limit the market for their products. All except the biggest land-
holders would be in danger of losing their farms. Only the
largest agricultural corporations and real estate speculators
stood to benefit.

The third attack was likewise demagogic. Led by Represen-
tative Gore, the reactionaries saw a chance to turn price con-
trol into a union-busting program. They eagerly called for
wage-freezing. They brought Edward A. O’Neal of the Amer-
ican Farm Bureau to Washington where he denounced “infla-
tionary wages.” Senator Tobey made a rousing speech in which
he declared: “As I see it, the objective of the bill is to prevent
. . . wage increases.”

The act as it finally passed Congress was condemned by
President Roosevelt. The O’Mahoney and Taft amendments
had been defeated, but the Bankhead amendment allowing the
Secretary of Agriculture to veto prices of unprocessed products
remained. Farm price levels were allowed still greater flexi-
bility by the provision that they could rise to averages obtain-
ing in 1919-29 if these prices exceeded 110 percent of parity.
The southern poll-taxers rejoiced—cotton could be inflated.
Big city milk agreements were excluded from control. And
though a few of the enforcement clauses originally eliminated
by the House were restored, Henderson objected that, “Every-
thing the bill intended to help in regulating prices was whittled
down so that many devices can no longer be used.”

While Representative Knut-
son assailed rationing: "Will
Americans bow down to all
the totalitarian decrees
which will restrict their
sugar, their motor cars, their
oil . ..2," our tankers were
being torpedoed daily.
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Credit for the debacle goes to Senators “Cotton Ed” Smith,
Glass, McKellar, Byrd, Nye, Bankhead, Taft, O’Mahoney,
Bilbo, O’Daniel, Thomas of Oklahoma, and Tydings; Reps.
Gore, Steagall, Wolcott, Cox, Dies, and Smith of Va.

Agricu"ure, The “farm bloc” continued its depreda-
tions when presented with the Agriculture Department’s ap-
propriation bill. In particular, reaction singled out the Farm
Security Administration, a leading New Deal agency. Through
loans to small farmers, the FSA had helped over 500,000
low-income farm families to produce dairy and meat prod-
ucts needed by this country and our allies. FSA rehabilitation
loans played an important part in the “Food for Victory”
program; hard-pressed farmers were enabled to buy new tools
and livestock, to pay off taxes, to obtain medical care, to plan
crops and improve the fertility of the soil. FSA encouraged
cooperatives; it set up sorely-needed camps for migrant
workers.

But reaction saw the FSA as “regimentation.” The hatchet
men got busy. Representatives Dirksen and Johns condemned
soil conservation, joined by Woodrum who commented that
the House should be more concerned with “erosion of our
fiscal situation.” In addition, Dirksen persuaded the House
to cut down farm tenant aid. Representative Fulmer pleaded
for the elimination of funds for migrant labor camps. The
bill as it left the House was characterized by one commentator
as a “noble rapping down on the underprivileged.”

The excuse was ‘‘economy,” and such evil-doings as the
use of FSA loans by farmers to pay their poll taxes in the
South. To this charge, the regional director of Alabama an-
swered: “The FSA used federal tax money in an attempt to
make voters of those now disqualified by our laws. . . . The
FSA has a job of rehabilitating people in every way. It be-
lieves that citizenship is a right and the exercise of it is a
duty of every American.”” The President approved. Byrd,
McKellar, and most of the Southerners lost their tempers
completely.

As an added slap at the administration, an amendment was
tacked on to the appropriation bill forbidding the sale below
parity of surplus farm products owned by the government.

While Senator George as-
sailed the OCD: "A dancer
appears on the stage,”" and
shuddered at a "moving-pic-
ture actor brought here . . .
to do something, God
knows what," air raid war-
dens everywhere drilled.
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Thus the business-as-usual reaction hoped to keep grain rotting
in elevators, and to balk the manufacture of industrial alcohol
and synthetic rubber—products badly needed in the war ef-
fort.

The appropriation has not yet passed Congress. Even now
the administration is successfully forcing restoration of most
cuts. But kudos for delaying the war effort and for injuring
the morale of the farmers should not be withheld from Senators
McKellar, Byrd, “Cotton Ed” Smith, Capper, Bankhead,
Glass, and George; Representatives Dirksen, -Case, Taber,
“Woodrum, Tarver, Fulmer, and Cooley.

Civilian Defense. This tempest in a tea pot, with
Mayris Chaney the excuse, was completely irrelevant, another
“hate” offensive blown up to resemble a real issue. All the
old demagogy once directed against WPA was brushed up for
the occasion. Representative Faddis thundered the dread word
“boondoggling.” Dies threatened the Office of Civilian De-
fense with investigation. The whole purpose of the attack
was to disparage Mrs. Roosevelt and through her, the Presi-
dent, and generally to demoralize the nation. Representative
Cox gave the show away when he charged that “reform still
clings like a leech.” He condemned ‘“continual coddling of
Reds,” warning that “weakness in our national unity is the
lack of public confidence in those who are running the war
machine. Many people still feel that advantage is being
taken of the emergency further to socialize America.” Byrd
harried Dean Landis; Tydings proposed that OCD be placed
under army control—something the army opposed violently.
The result of a week and more of Red-baiting and hysteria
was a bill lacking sufficient funds to provide gas masks to the
civilian population in danger zones, limiting fire fighting equip-
ment, and cutting down on needed protection against air
raids. The spiteful few persuaded Congress to refuse the
Treasury money to pay for a Donald Duck tax movie—‘the
best investment the Treasury ever made,” said Secretary Mor-
genthau. The bill carried the malicious clause against “dancers,
fan dancing, street shows, theatrical performances, and other
entertainment.” The reactionaries were highly amused. But
morale had not been bolstered. Leaders: Senators McKellar,
Tydings, George, and Glass; Representatives Cox, Faddis,
Leland Ford, Hoffman, Taber, Ditter, Woodrum, and Sumners.

Economy. The Byrd special joint committee acted as
the general staff for those who at every opportunity painted
‘the administration as shamefully improvident and wasteful.
Thc “glib boys,” as President Roosevelt called them, used

“economy” as an excuse to smear CCC, TVA, NYA, the
Rural Electrification Administration, and housing. “The first
battle we have to win,” said Byrd, “is the battle of Washing-
ton.” Here are several engagements in that “battle”:

Thomas of Oklahoma brought the governor of his state
to Washington. Governor Phillips brandished a huge cigar
and announced that once a boy worked in CCC “you won’t
have anything better than a third-class citizen when you're
done.” He added, “I have two former teachers of NYA in
the penitentiary now. . . .” Senator Thomas threw up his
hands and viewed the testimony as “startling.” The Okla-
homa administrators of CCC and NYA, however, deposed
that nobody in their jurisdiction had been discharged because
of court conviction, and that the governor’s remarks were
“wholly without justification.”

Taft assailed “scores of publicity bureaus operating in
Woashington today . . . the people have lost confidence. . . .”

McKellar attacked CCC and NYA, claiming that the
government was ‘“mollycoddling” youth by giving them edu-
cation. He blocked “wasteful” construction of Douglas Dam
in the TVA system (called ‘“vital to the war effort”) because
McKellar’s constituent, the Stokely Canning Co., would have
had to move its plant if the dam was built.

TABLE |

What Congress did
December 7th-May 20th.

APPROPRIATION BILLS:
(in thousands of dollars)

Third Supplemental Defense . . . $ 9.283,000
National Defense . . . . . . + . . . . 1,000,000
Naval . . . v e e e . 23,738,000
Post Office and Treasury Depfs. e 1,113,000
First Deficiency, 1942 : 163,000
Funds for China . . 500,000
War Dept., Civil Funchons 367,000
Fourth Supplemental Defense . 12,556,000
Fifth Supplemental Defense 30,412,000
Sixth Supplemental Defense . 19,062,000

LEGISLATIVE BILLS:

Troop service extended, ban on AEF lifted
*First war powers bill

Draft act extended

Naval construction extended
Supplementary naval bill

Explosives regulated

Wheat market quotas regulated

Civilian defense amended

Naval personnel increased

Production of industrial alcohol regulated
Nationality act of 1940 amended
Housing act for Washington, D. C.

War daylight time approved

*Price control bill

Wire communications regulated

Naval legislation

Authorization of loan to China

Naval pay regulated

Guayale planting authorized

*Second war powers bill

Women's auxiliary in armed forces established
War insurance authorized

Debt limit of $125 billion authorized
Naval construction authorized

Housing, desperately needed in war production centers,

~ got nowhere because it was considered “uneconomical.” Nathan

Straus, head of US Housing Administration, remarked that
new housing could also result in cleaning out the slums. He
was forced to resign soon thereafter from USHA because of
his interest in slum clearance and because he opposed discrimi-
nation against Negroes.

Faddis disapproved of rural electrification and condemned
WPB for “a reckless disregard for conservation of critical
war materials by approving REA projects.” His colleague
Fitzgerald asserted that Faddis and his supporters had been
subjected to “a lot of wild and careless statements by the
power trust which they readily accepted as true.”

June 16, 1942 NM



TABLE I

What the Obstructionists
prevented it from doing

Passing adequate price-control legislation
Providing housing for war workers
Encouraging adequate and efficient civilian defense

Encouraging management, labor, and government joint co-
operation in solving war production problems

Urging an offensive war, and the opening of a second front

Legislating against discrimination because of race, color,
creed, or sex

Abolishing the poll tax -
Passing anti-lynching legislation

Investigating pro-fascist activities and connections of members
of House and Senate—Fish, Hoffman, Wheeler, Nye,
Brooks, Sweeney, Walsh, Reynolds, etc.

~ Assuring basic security to workers out of jobs because of
conversion

Assuring basic security to poor farmers
Assuring basic security fo small businessmen
Intensifying bonds with our allies

Allocating the cost of the war fairly among all people accord-
ing to the ability to pay (fair tax program)

Promoting democratic process by encouraging social services

Ringleaders of the economy junta: Senators Byrd, McKellar,
Tydings, Glass, Thomas of Oklahoma, Bankhead, Doxey,
Vandenberg, Nye, Bridges, and Brooks; Representatives Ditter,
Hoffman, Crawford, Cox, Martin, Taber, and Case.

Labor. Of all themes, this was most hotly and continu-
ously harangued. The goal was to freeze wages, freeze the
open shop, cancel the forty-hour week and other labor legis-
lation. Three days after Pearl Harbor, Hoffman spoke in
favor of rigid anti-labor legislation. Byrd declared, “Labor
troubles constitute a weak link in the chain of national de-
fense.” Cox cried, ““We are living under a labor government
rapidly heading for a labor dictatorship, which, if not checked
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will soon run into a labor despotism.” Nye scored labor’s
freedom to act in “an uncontrolled fashion,” while Vanden-
berg warned “the public is coming to the ugly realization that
the war cannot be won by fighting on a forty-hour week.”
Disney organized a letter campaign in Oklahoma—joined by
other fake “indignation movements—protesting the danger
from the unions. The Nazi radio made much of the anti-
labor speeches in Congress.

The long dreary hours of debate had no basis in reality.
As the President pointed out, there existed an ‘“amazing state
of public misinformation on the whole labor situation,” ex-
ploited by “sixth columnists.” Responsible leaders like Nelson,
Wayne Morse, Knox, Knudsen, Stimson, and others in au-
thority opposed restrictive legislation. Senator Thomas of Utah
protested: “The case of a necktie manufacturer involving
thirty people is counted as equally important as a stoppage
in a shipyard.” Actually the man-hour time lost through
strikes in January 1942 (and the record since then is ap-
proximately the same or better) amounted to 0.004 of one
percent. Those who fulminated against the forty-hour week
ignored WPB figures: workers in foundries and machine
shops averaged 46.9 hours weekly; in airplane factories, 48.7
hours; in engine-making, 51.1 hours; in machine tools, 55 hours;
and similar averages obtained in other war industries.

Other leaders of the anti-labor brigade: McKellar, Ball,
Thomas of Oklahoma, Taft, Connally, O’Daniel, and Bridges;
Representatives Smith of Va., Gore, Dies, Fish, Sweeney,
Starnes, Ditter, Rich, Dirksen, Sumners, Woodrum, Vinson,
Hobbs, Rankin of Miss., Leland Ford, Anderson of California,
Knutson, Faddis, Treadway, Case and others.

Taxes. The wolf-pack indulged in sporadic forays against
Secretary of Treasury Morganthau as a member of the ad-
ministration, while agitating for a general sales tax and con-
spiring to saddle the greatest proportion of the war cost on
those least able to pay. A large part of the dirty work was
engineered behind closed doors in the House Ways and Means
Committee headed by Representative Doughton, and in the
Senate Finance Committee of which Senator George is chair-
man. Taft lamented that the administration’s tax bill “just
seems to go too far toward taxation of the wealthy and not
far enough in the lower income group.” Vandenberg expressed
himself as “enthusiastic® over the prospect of a retail sales
tax. Other sales tax advocates: Senators Herring, Glass, Tyd-
ings, and Byrd; Representatives Hoffman, Treadway, Buck,
Carlson, Crowther, Disney, and Duncan.

General Mud-Slinging at anything and every-
thing. In this category can be placed all the miscellaneous
“causes” designed to undermine morale, libel our allies, handi-
cap the administration, and hamper the war effort. Outstand-
ing examples of petty sniping:

Dies attacked Vice-President Wallace and the Board of
Economic Warfare. He Red-baited useful members of gov-
ernment agencies. He consistently vituperated against the Soviet
Union.

Springer responded to the seven-point economic program by
demanding that the President cut his salary to $25,000 a year.

Starnes attacked the Soviet Union, and opposed naturaliza-
of the foreign-born fighting in the American armed forces
who if not citizens could be shot as traitors by the enemy in
event of capture.

Sumners fought compensation for civilian volunteers in-
Jured in line of duty because “we do not want to quench that
spirit, put out that fire.”

Tenerowicz spoke in the voice of the Ku Klux Klan to
attack the Negro people during the Sojourner Truth housing
episode in Detroit.

Joseph Martin, minority leader, voted consistently against
the government and urged his House colleagues to do



likewise. He proposed the appeaser Joseph Kennedy for ship-
ping czar.

Taft and Wadsworth objected to war daylight savmg time
because it would make the President a “dictator.”

'Chandler delayed the war appropriations bill because he
wanted a provision to allow him extra office help.

Tydings, Byrd, Hoffman, Maas, Mott, Knutson, and others
charged that the administration had deserted the defenders

. of Bataan.

Wheeler sniped at the British and excoriated lend-lease.

Nor were the pro-fascists and open appeasers in both the
House and Senate ever challenged—even after the trial of
Hamilton Fish’s secretary, George Hill. Testimony connected
certain members with Nazi agents. But the defeatists and dis-
ruptionists were still allowed to confuse and ridicule. Repre-
sentative Folger sarcastically remarked: “The President doesn’t
know . . . the Secretary of State doesn’t know. . . . Nobody
has any sense but me !”

So MucH for the leading debates. What is remarkable is
that a few—and pretty much the same few—were al-
ways in the forefront. They monopolized the floor, they re-
tained the initiative, badgered and hindered the administra-
tion and the war effort. On examination, the formal record of
Congress since December 7 becomes in considerable degree the
record of a few determined men.

Yet the progressives were not always silent. Certain in-
vestigating committees managed to get things done. ‘The
Senate Truman committee spurred the manufacture of syn-
thetic rubber and gave impetus to greater war production.
The House Tolan committee exposed the inefficiency of army
and navy procurement, revealed the lag in conversion, helped
evolve plans to speed conversion of industry to the needs of
war. The Murray committee’s report resulted in legislation
granting aid to small business. Moreover, despite the scream-
ing of reaction, the majority reversed previous actions elimi-
nating funds for FSA and FCC, and crippling TVA. For all
the minority agitation, the patriotic majority stopped legisla-
tion directed against the trade unions. They preserved, over
the laments of the “economy” group, the government infor-
mation services. Proposals for sales taxes met sharp resis-
tence (though the fight is by no means won). NYA still
functions.

The genuine supporters of the war could boast considerable
victories. Quietly, the work of winning the war went forward
in special committees, which uncovered facts and aided the
government in solving many problems. Certainly, both the
Truman and Tolan investigations did as much to end Knudsen-
ism in war production and to transform American industry

_into an arsenal of democracy as any force in government. Hard-
working members of Congress daily enhance the war effort.
But these contributions are made for the most part off the
floor of the House and Senate. Debates seldom reflect these
achievements. A great part of this work does not requlre
legislation to make it effective.

And the formal record remains, reflecting too often the will
of the very few. About sixty-five representatives out‘of 435
—less than one-eighth of the House—dominated the de-
bate. The proportion was higher in the Senate because of the
poll-tax, but even so only one-third were conspicuous for de-
featist activities. The formal record tells only part of the story.
But it raises the question: How does the minority get away
with it?

The answer is complex. Reaction is aided in retaining its
initiative by the seniority rule which gives the poll-taxers lead-
ership and disproportionate membership in most of the leading
committees. Of the thirty-three standing Senate committees,
twenty-two are important, and sixteen are headed by reaction-
aries. The poll-taxers command ten of all Senate commit-
tees. Similarly in the House: of forty-two standing commit-

tees, fourteen are chairmanned by poll-taxers. Three of six
select and special House committees are similarly headed. The
committees often initiate legislation; usually they decide what
legislation shall come before Congress; and it is no surprise
that progressive proposals rarely emerge, while reactionary
legislation is rushed through and emphasized. The committee
chairmen direct debate and often allot speaker’s time on the
floor. As things are now organized, the minority has the edge.

The minority couples its initiative with tactics alarmingly
reminiscent of fascists everywhere. They terrorize, they bully,
they intimidate. 'When Martin Dies shakes his finger under
the noses of possible opponents to the loud approval of Hoffman,
Cox, and Smith of Va., the rest of the members (with the
brave exception of Marcantonio, Eliot, Coffee of Washington,
and some score or so others) are inclined to lapse into silence.
When Byrd roars “economy,” few senators dare cross him.
Reaction rides high, not because Congress is composed
largely of reactionaries, but because the loud-mouthed few
are allowed to dictate their will and misstate ideas in such
a way that the potential opposition fears—and is often un-
able—to challenge them.

This inability has many causes, among them the fear of
getting out of step, of being called ‘“radical.” Because the
most clear cut supporters of the war and of the people’s in-
terests lack floor leadership and organization, they often fail
to present a solid front to bludgeoning reaction. When Dies
attacked Eliot of Massachusetts last March, the Red-baiters
jumped to their feet and applauded wildly. They shouted down
Eliot’s attempts to answer. Unfortunately Marcantonio was
sick in New York. Coffee of Washington asked one rather
hesitant question before he was overwhelmed. McGranery of
Pennsylvania tried to come to Eliot’s aid, but got nowhere.
The day went to Dies, and Representative McCormack, ma-
jority leader, complimented Dies and indicated to administra-
tion supporters that he would frown on any further opposition,

This example is quite typical. The most progressive mem-
bers, personally able and courageous, overlook the need to
plan strategy, to act in unison, to knit themselves into a
compact group. Moreover, it is clear enough here in Wash-
ington that the majority of congressmen are by no means
aware of the support they can expect from their constituents
should they challenge the poll-taxers and appeasers. Labor,
small businessmen, church-goers, taxpayers, home owners, house-
wives—citizens as a whole do not concern themselves suffi-
ciently with this business of encouraging and bolstering their
spokesmen in the legislature. But is it realistic to expect the
average congressman—operhaps not particularly progressive but
anxious enough to push the war effort and to back the gov-
ernment—is it realistic to expect him to stick his neck out un-
less he is given a feeling of support from his constituents?
Without this backing, he will probably decide that discretion
offers distinct advantages.

The record of Congress, miserable as it appears, has its
encouraging aspects as I hope to show later in this series. The
nucleus to reinstate Congress as a powerful force for democ-
racy and for the prosecution’ of the war is clearly present—
even though dormant at the moment. In subsequent articles
the groupings within Congress, the forces behind these group-
ings, and the perspective for action will be discussed in greater
detail. One thing is certain, however, from any study of Con-
gress—the democratic process works when the people are
resolved to make it work. It is completely false to indict
Congress as an institution. Rather, the danger lies in electing
individuals to Congress and then forgetting about them. Con-
gress can be what the people desire it—the people have only
to recognize the need to express their wishes to their repre-
sentatives loudly, frequently, and firmly.

Bruce MiINnTON
(with the assistance of Charles Humboldt)
A third article in this series will appear in an early issue.
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That Man Bridges

Leo Huberman's profile of the man who is‘‘more
sincere in his convictions concerning democratic
processes’’ than those who seek to deport him.

His record on the waterfront. Why his men back

him.

WEEK ago today the CIO Executive Board was in session
A at the National Press Club auditorium in Washington.

There was a special order of business to consider the
petition for a charter presented by delegates from District 50
of the United Mine Workers. As the leaders from District 50
locals all over the country told of the abuses they had suffered,
it became plain that the CIO must take some action to protect
them from the arbitrary authority and “goon squad” tactics of
John L. Lewis and his henchmen,

I asked Harry Bridges if he thought they should be given a
charter. He was opposed to it for good tactical reasons. He
advocated helping them, but didn’t think the granting of a
charter was the way out.

“WIill you take the floor on the question?” I asked.

“No,” he replied, “there’s no use just being against some-
thing if you haven’t got a better program.”

That remark was characteristic of Bridges. The real Bridges
—not the one who has been denounced week in and week out
on the floor of Congress as the most destructive force in the
United States. Not the Bridges who for eight years has been
damned in newspaper editorials as a - reckless, .irresponsible,
riotous troublemaker especially addicted to stirring up disorder
and violence.

THE name of Harry Bridges became nationally known for
the first time when he led the longshoremen’s strike on the
West Coast in May 1934. It became internationally known
when the walkout of the longshoremen developed into a general
strike which paralyzed San Francisco for over three days.
Nothing moved. Take the silence of a New York blackout and
spread it over a seventy-two hour period and you get the idea.
It was a frightening situation for the Industrial Association,
the union of the great financial and industrial interests in San
Francisco. They helped to organize the newspaper publishers
under the leadership of the counsel for the Hearst press. The
papers did a job on the strike and its leaders, while Mayor
Rossi and other public officials did their bit on the radio.
What they were very careful not to emphasize was the fact
that there would have been no progression toward a general
strike had it not been for police violence which resulted in the
death of three strikers and injuries to scores of others. It was
only after law and order broke loose that the conservative
San Francisco Central Labor Council voted 315 to 15 to go
out in support of the longshoremen and the maritime unions.
The people of the nation were not told that. They were
told fake stories that Harry Bridges was an advocate of
violence, an agitator, a Red, and the cause of all the trouble.
That was when the circulation of the whoppers about Bridges
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Harry Bridges and Joseph Curran of the National Maritime Union

began. Since that time more lies have been told about Harry
Bridges than about any other leader in American history.

The truth is that he does not believe in violence. He testified
that, “In the 1934 strike I stood there at union headquarters
with guards, and all of the men were rolled, every single man
in our union to see if they had guns. We found a few, maybe,
and they were thrown in the safe.”

Nor is he an advocate of strikes except as a last resort—
“after we have exhausted the resources of negotiation, media-
tion, and arbitration.”

The record bears that out. Bridges’ union has arbitrated
constantly since the National Longshore Board, appointed by
President Roosevelt, announced its award in the longshore
dispute on Oct. 12, 1934. (Incidentally the settlement was a
victory for the strikers—they were given a pay increase retro-
active to July 31 when they returned to work, hours were cut
from forty-eight to thirty per week, and hiring halls were to
be jointly operated by the union and the employers.)

Under Bridges’ leadership the longshore union has made
labor history by being the first to incorporate into its contract
with employers a commitment to arbitrate all issues under an
arbitrator appointed by the federal government. Since 1938 any
dispute that threatens a stoppage is automatically referred to
the arbitrator who sits regularly one day a month for the pur-
pose of settling all disputes. Dean Wayne L. Morse, now a
member of the War Labor Board, has served as arbitrator for
the past few years. He was appointed by Frances Perkins.

In December 1940 Bridges negotiated a five-year no-strike
arbitration contract. Curious conduct for a man who is sup-
posed to be a fomentor of trouble, an advocate of violence.

Dean Morse, who has learned to know and respect Bridges,
was a character witness for the defense in the last hearing. On
the stand Dean Morse said, “My impression of him is that he
is more sincere in his convictions concerning democratic proc-
esses than many of his critics who seek to deport him.”

HERE is reason for that statement. Attend a meeting of

Bridges’ local and you see democracy in action. No steam-
roller. Three microphones on the floor for quick use by any one
who has something to say. One thing they won’t ever say is that
Bridges is getting too much money. His salary is seventy-five
dollars per week. Many of his union members earn more.

If they don’t like his leadership, they can get rid of him
easily and quickly. He boasts that his is the most democratic
union in the country. “It has been built that way. For example,
I can be removed as soon as a signed petition of fifteen percent
of our membership is presented, just stating the case of why
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they want me removed, and I am automatically suspended.”

But they don’t want to remove him. His friends in the union
idolize him, his enemies respect him. Both admire his courage.
They know that he means what he says, and says what he
means. They have learned that no matter how great the pres-
sure, he will never back down on what he believes is right.

His action on two recent occasions show his mettle. When
Earl Browder was freed, Attorney-General Biddle had not yet
announced his decision in the Bridges case. A cautious, fearful
person would have reasoned that the safest course was to lie
low. Why stick your neck out? Not Harry Bridges. He be-
lieved that Browder should have been freed and he said so
publicly. His name headed a long list of California trade union
leaders who sent a wire of congratulations to the President.

And after the Biddle deportation order he was still unafraid
to speak frankly. At a statewide CIO conference in Fresno, in
analyzing the decision, he said: “As to my alleged membership
in the Communist party—which, by the way, I don’t think
would be such a disgrace these days, at least the Communist
armies of Russia seem to be doing a pretty good job. . . .”

He is quick to make decisions, and once he has decided, he
goes whole hog. No half-way measures for Harry Bridges. I
learned that, at considerable cost, in a poker game in which I
was caught between him and another trade union leader, when
Harry thought he had a good hand—and bet it to the limit.

He’s that way about horses, too. He fancies himself as a
shrewd picker of winners and is prepared to back his choice
with as much money as he has in his pocket. Even though my
own few experiences in betting on his selections have not
been happy ones, I must admit that he has a wide circle of
acquaintances who wait until he tips them off before they
place their bets. The fact that he is an old hand at the game
since all Australians “play the nags” is one of the secrets of
his success. But the real reason, he says, is that he applies dia-
lectics to horse racing.

In a crap game, he makes no such claim. There he relies
entirely on a lucky rabbit’s foot which he rubs tenderly every
time he rolls. He does more than talk to the dice. As they
leave his hand, he sprawls out after them waving the rabbit
foot and shouting triumphantly.

To those who have seen him stride along on the balls of his
feet in his quick, nervous manner that makes him look as
though he were dancing, it will not be a surprise to learn that
he won first prize in a rhumba contest in a San Francisco
dance. He stands up so straight that he looks taller than his
five -feet, eleven inches. He weighs 155 pounds—“working
weight 175,” he says, smiling. Everyone on the waterfront
knows that before 1933 he was tops as a longshoreman—one
. of the “star gang.” These were the ablest men on the docks.
They worked steady and made the most money.

The wit and humor that make Harry a delightful com-
panion for an evening of fun serve him well in a critical situ-
ation when he’s in a tough spot. He has been known to make
a dull speech on occasion—but never when it really mattered.
When his back is against the wall, when the going is really
rough—that’s when he’s at his best.

XAMINE the record of his testimony. You will admire the

way he said what he wanted to say. His was the testimony
. of one who spoke frankly because he had nothing to hide. If
you’ve ever been on a witness stand, you will marvel at his
forthright answers to questions concerning his views on such
delicate subjects as the class struggle, the distribution of wealth,
monopoly, government ownership. He pulled no punches—and
he made an extremely hostile inquisitor more uncomfortable
than he was himself. The best defense witness in the Harry
Bridges case was Harry Bridges.

At the Detroit convention Bridges made a strong plea for
nationwide adoption of the Murray Industry Council Plan
as a means of aiding our war program through increased pro-
duction of goods. After the convention he went to Washing-
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ton where he discussed with employers’ representatives, mem-
bers of the Maritime Commission, and other government offi-
cials, the details of a Murray Plan for the maritime industry.

That was before Pearl Harbor. After war was declared, he
returned to San Francisco with everything worked out in- his
head. On Friday, December 12, I was in his office and heard
him dictate, at one sitting, his “Plan for Maximum Production
in Maritime Transport of War Materials and Supplies.”

The Bridges Plan was designed to secure ‘“the most rapid
dispatch and shortest turn-around of all ships in American
ports.” It was offered to the Waterfront Employers’ Associa-
tion of the Pacific Coast, but before it was even ratified by
the employers, Bridges’ union put it into effect.

The employers balked at some parts of the plan because,
as one of them stated frankly in conference, “We want busi-
ness-as-usual. No cut in profit. No government interference.
No prying or investigating of our profits.”

So Bridges modified the plan to meet all but one of their
objections. He insisted that the third person on the union-
employer industry council be an official government represen-
tative. He wanted the coordinator or “czar” of West Coast
shipping to have real power.

Bridges and his union gave up a great deal to secure the
adoption of this plan to speed up loading. They even agreed
to the suspension of the working rules which the men had
fought, struck, and died to attain. The International Long-
shoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union is in deadly earnest
about defeating fascism and winning the war.

N THE East Coast, where there is no coordinator of ship-
ping, no Bridges Plan, and no Bridges leadership, the
waterfront cargo-handling situation is a scandal. Testimony
supported by sworn affidavits has been presented to a congres-
sional committee by Joe Curran, president of the National
Maritime Union, charging that there has been such faulty
loading that in one instance a ship split in half; in other in-
stances ships had to return to port because of the danger from
shifting cargo. On the East Coast where men are put on the
job through the vicious ‘“‘shape-up” system, the loading is so
bad that charges of deliberate sabotage have been made.

On the West Coast where there is a coordinator of ship-
ping, a Bridges Plan, and a militant patriotic union under
Bridges’ leadership, the waterfront situation is a model of effi-
ciency and speed in loading. (British ports are adopting the
Bridges Plan.) The union has broken all records time and time
again. Naval officials commended its magnificent performance.

Eight years ago Harry Bridges led his men in a fight to win
dignity and self-respect and a measure of economic security.
They won that fight. Where formerly most of the men aver-
aged about $550 a year, today over half of them earn between
$2,000 and $3,000. Where in 1933 a government survey
stated, “At the present time a very conservative estimate would
probably place more than fifty percent of all the longshore-
men on the relief rolls,” a government survey completed in
1939 said, “Few longshoremen now apply for emergency relief
in San Francisco.” :

But most important of all the things they won was the
union-controlled hiring hall. That brought order out of chaos.
In peacetime the role of this (and other progressive unions)
is to win benefits for its members directly, and for the nation
indirectly. In wartime the opposite is true. Bridges’ union,
through its discipline and leadership, benefits the nation di-
rectly and its members indirectly.

The government has contended that the object of the depor-
tation laws is “to protect the citizen and the welfare of the
country.” Few men in our history have done, and are doing, so
much for the people of the United States as Harry Bridges. By
the same token, unless the deportation order is rescinded, few
men will have done the people of the United States so much
harm as Attorney-General Francis Biddle.

Leo HUBERMAN.
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“Gan Do!” Says the Coast

Did you know that a 10,000-ton ship was turned out in forty-four days, establishing a world's record? How
it was done. What happened to shipbuilding and plane production on the West Coast.

Los Angeles.
" E DEDICATE our lives to liberty.

WThe Navy wants more ships. We

workers in the yards answer ‘Can
dO !’ ”

It was Jimmy Capiello, Tacoma-Seattle
shipyard worker, speaking. In the name of
his fellow workers he accepted the coveted
Navy “E” pennant for sliding a destroyer
down the ways five weeks ahead of schedule.
Can do! That is the spirit of the Pacific Coast
shipbuilding industry. Today it is setting the
pace and the outstanding yard in the country
is the Richmond Shipbuilding Corp., which
has been bowling over long-standing records
with astonishing consistency.

An example was this yard’s recent launch-
ing of the big freighter, Ocean Veteran, from
keel-laying to commissioning, ready for crew
and cargo within ninety days. Ordinarily this
would require anywhere from six months to a
year. In commissioning the 8§ § Zachary Tay-
- lor, a 10,000 ton Liberty ship, in forty-four
days after launching, the same yard was
credited by the US Maritime Commission
with establishing another all-time record.

The astonishing thing is that the Richmond
yard is a newcomer in the ship-building field
and is working with a comparatively raw crew
—with “former butchers, barbers, bakers,
opera singers, legislators, interior decorators,
farmers, lawyers, automobile salesmen. . . .”
But modern production methods, and espe-
cially the teamwork of management and men
made possible by one of the first functioning
joint production committees on the coast, have
brought production miracles to pass. James
R. Moore, vice-president of another west
coast yard, Moore Drydocks of Oakland, in
a symposium with California CIO director
Harry Bridges, which was broadcast over a
national hookup, characterized .the labor-
management committees as ‘‘the new, the dif-
ferent, the imaginative approach” needed to
solve our “staggering” production problems.
And only a year ago this company and the
union were fighting each other in a bitter
strike which was finally broken by armed
Navy men protecting scabs!

N AVIATION the story has been very much

the same. Doubling of the production of
the incomparable Flying Fortresses within a
few months after Pearl Harbor indicates the
trend. Here too an important factor has
been labor-management cooperation, a point
stressed by Philip G. Johnson, president of the
Boeing Aviation Co., in an interview on the
AFL-CIO “Labor for Victory” radio pro-
gram,

All of which is a heartening change from
the situation only two or three months ago.

12

There was at the time a wave of rumors,
stories, and “inside reports” regarding the
supposed serious shortcomings of West Coast
production. Danger of demoralization among
workers as a result of this wild talk forced
an Army representative to issue a sharp warn-
ing against “oral sabotage.” The recent im-
provements are undoubtedly due in large de-
gree to the increasing acceptance by manage-
ment of the principle of cooperative produc-
tion laid down by Donald Nelson on March
3. The companies were—and to some extent
remain—slow on the pickup in endorsing the
joint production committees proposed by the
WPB chief in his tradition-shattering speech.
The conferences that were held at the time
by a subcommittee of the WPB in Los Ange-
les and San Francisco were marked by an
almost complete lack of participation by man-
agement. And some of the workers’ represen-
tatives also approached the Nelson proposals
with considerable suspicion.

Considering the great traditional obstacles
that had to be overcome by the Nelson plan,
progress during the three months of its func-
tioning has been encouraging. A majority of
the shipyards on the West Coast have already
established joint committees. Also, with Harry

Bridges taking the lead, the longshoremen
and waterfront employers, pioneers in the
field, have accomplished wonders in reducing
the unloading and reloading time of ships.

The aviation industry of southern Cali-
fornia has moved more slowly. The first
great break came only a few weeks ago with
the formation of a joint union-management
committee at the North American Aviation
Corp. The North American company is noted
for its up-to-date methods among airplane
companies, which enabled it during 1941 to
return $14,000,000 to the government
through savings on production costs. Vultee,
likewise a pioneer in the introduction of mass
production techniques in aviation, has been
working rather informally with a United
Auto Workers-CIO production committee for
several months.

Other aviation companies have been more
backward in carrying out the Nelson pro-
gram. Douglas Aircraft, the last important
non-union holdout on the coast, has estab-
lished a “joint” committee whose effectiveness
has been marred by the fact that labor has no
legitimate representation on it. Nevertheless,
this corporation has made $1,500 a month
available for awards to be given workers for

&

Upside down shipbuilding methods: one of the new time-saving developments
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original production ideas. The company ad-
mitted recently that such ideas have in the
past been responsible for improvements ‘‘equi-
valent to the work of 250 men.”

Of great importance was the formation
several weeks ago of a council by the eight
major aircraft manufacturers of California.
This is serving as a “clearing house” to help
eliminate production snags and bottlenecks
through exchanging parts and materials
“wherever possible.” Labor had been propos-
ing something along this line for months. An
example of the kind of bottlenecks that need
to be cracked: during the height of the Japa-
nese attack on the East Indies, completed
Lockheed-Vega planes destined for Australia
were held up for lack of engines when a batch
of exactly the needed type were lying unused
at the Douglas plant just a few miles away.
But there was no agency to bring air-frames
and motors together. Or there is the kind of
selfish individualism recently cited by As-
sistant Attorney General Thurman Arnold: a
company holding a patent on an impertant
“gadget”’—a hollow type screw fastener—kept
scores of otherwise completed planes here and
elsewhere in the country grounded.

N THE other side of the production front

the split in aviation labor’s ranks due
to the existence of two competing unions, the
UAW-CIO and the International Union of
Machinists (AFL), has been to some extent
bridged by the establishment of a “unity for
victory” committee as part of the remarkable
unity movement among organized labor that
has spread up and down the coast, from Seat-
tle to San Diego. One of the first acts of this
committee was to call on the government to
initiate a basic conference among employers,
unions, and Army and Navy representatives
to work out plans for increasing production
of fighting planes.

There still remains the problem of bringing
the whole cooperative program closer to the
rank and file. A large number of workers are
still in the dark about it and even if they have
some general idea of what it’s about, they
may not know exactly where they fit in. The
Nelson office has worked out excellent sug-
gestions for popularizing the plan with the
man at the bench. These include such features
as scoreboards, posters, suggestion boxes, bul-
letin boards,- literature tables, prizes, surveys
of idle machinery, and slogan contests. How-
ever, there is still much to be done to en-
courage participation of the workers in the
solution of actual production problems. There
seems to be an inclination to shy away from
“too many subcommittees” and to rely chiefly
on suggestion boxes to encourage workers’
ideas. There is seemingly a fear that chaos
would result if the production plan were
broken down too finely. Just the opposite is
true, as has been demonstrated in a number
of cases. The most spectacular example of
this on the West Coast has been the joint
committee in the important sheet metal fabri-
cating department of the Vega Aircraft Co.
This committee was set up at the initiative
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Doin' the Cliveden Crawl

Doff the war,

put off the war,
latch it, cache it,

stow it, elbow it,
kick it, trick it,

store it, ignore it,
bored with it,

overboard with it;
donkey-pin it,

Mickey Finn it,
anything but win it.

“ Eve Merriam.

The Military Experts
E are indebted to the New York "'Post"
for reminding us that on June 20, 1941,
Charles Augustus Lindbergh told a meeting
in the Hollywood Bowl:

"The area, the terrains, and the climatic
conditions of Great Britain are not advan-
tageous for flying. Enemy air bases on the
continent of Europe curve around her in al-
most a semi-circle. No matter how many
fighting planes we build in America and send
to England, it is not possible to base enough
squadrons in the British Isles fo equal in strik-
ing power the squadrons that Germany can
base on the continent of Europe. English
cities and industrial areas are within easy
reach of enemy bombers, while British bomb-
ers must fly much farther to reach similar
enemy objectives." '

", .. the initiative in the Kharkov sector
was passing, as expected, to the Nazis."—
Hanson W. Baldwin, New York ""Times," May
24, 1942.

"The Germans claim the victory because
their flank attack stopped the Russian drive
before Kharkov had fallen. . . . But at all
times they were on the defensive. Their vio-
lent counter-attacks from Barvenkova were
only part of this defense, a defense imposed

on them from the beginning."—Editorial in
the New York "Times," June 2, 1942.

Fletcher Pratt, the I-too-read-a-few-books
military "expert," has not been missed from
the New York "Post" since his last article
appeared on May 8. Fact is that article, in
which he announced that the battle of the
Coral Sea was "a defeat, a bad one," for our
side won him a permanent vacation by re-
quest. This was on a par with Pratt's feat of
last June when he singlehanded annihilated
the Red Army. The '‘Post" waited eleven
months too long.

Mr. Pound's Sympathizers

"Mr. Pound [Ezra] and his English wife, the
former Dorothy Shakespear, are now forced
to live entirely on the poet's earnings from his
propaganda broadcasts for the ltalian gov-
ernment, Miss Horton said. As their income
from the broadcasts is not very large, she con-
tinued, the Pounds find it necessary to live
carefully. . . .

""Pound told Miss Horton that he attempted
to return to the United States last year to
lecture on Fascism, of which he is an ardent
convert, but he was unable to get transporta-.
tion. He told her that he had several sympa-
thizers among members of the United States
Senate whom he met on his last visit to this
country in 1939."

New York '"Herald Tribune."

Confusion Department

1T HE greatest outburst of applause greeted

the name of Robert Bridges, now un-
der deportation order as a Communist. . . ."
—New York ""Times," June 4. Robert Bridges
was a poet and he's dead. The man whom
Attorney General Biddle is trying to deport
has plenty of poetry in him, but his name
is Harry and he's a labor leader and very
much alive.

of union members and with the cooperation
of the department supervision the day follow-
ing Pearl Harbor. It has been responsible for
a close to 100 percent increase in production.
Yet despite this record, the company has thus
far refused to spread the idea to other depart-
ments.

Though the unions have led the way in
stimulating production, they have not always
been as farsighted as they should be. Strong
remnants of “unionism as usual” still remain
among some of them. There is also a tendency
to throw up hands in disgust because of the
reluctance of some companies to adopt the

Nelson plan, and this has often obscured the
steady education of employers to an acceptance
of the plan. A number of unions have also
done too little in acquainting their members
with the production program, confining them-
selves to narrow bread-and-butter considera-
tions. '

Yet despite all difficulties, Pacific Coast
production is forging rapidly ahead. The peo-
ple in this part of the nation are aware of
their extraordinary responsibilities. And the
great majority of them are responding in the
spirit of the Tacoma-Seattle shipyard worker:
“Can do!” BerT TALCOTT.
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Mexico City. (By mail)
E ARE to expect in the next few weeks the most im-
Wportant and strongest military operations of this war.
The German General Staff will logically aim at one
of two principal objectives, the occupation of Moscow, Lenin-
grad, and Murmansk or an attack on the south—primarily
aimed to establish contact with the Japanese.

If the first of these two objectives were achieved, Hitler
would have dealt a very serious moral and material blow at
the Soviet Union. He would have cut the northern road of
supplies and would have some excellent bases at his army’s
disposal for next winter’s campaign. These would make up
in part for the lack of winter quarters.

The second great objective, the attack through the south,
can be attempted following three different directions: through
the southern Soviet front, through Turkey, or through Cyren-
aica and Egypt in Africa. Success in any of these three would
lead to the same result—the possession of the oil wells and a
juncture with the Japanese. Any one of these three roads has
both advantages and .disadvantages. The first road, that is, the
road through the Caucasus, has for the Germans one very
great advantage besides that of concentrating their forces on the
Stalino-Rostov front; the rapid acquisition of oil which they
so urgently need. There is only one obstacle for the Germans
along this route, the Red Army.

The second road, through Turkey, can be either plain sail-
ing or full of storms, according to whether or not the Turks
decide to defend themselves. If the Turks, as is to be expected,
defend their territory, they can hold the Nazis or at least slow
down their advance considerably until Soviet, British, and
American reinforcements can reach them. If Turkey gives
way before the Nazis without fighting, Hitler will find himsclf
owner of another country with all its resources and the German
divisions placed without a shot on the borders of Syria, Iraq,
and Iran—three countries easy to occupy.

Lastly, the attack through Cyrenaica for the control of the
Suez Canal, if successfully completed, would give the Germans
such clear advantages that it is hardly necessary to point them
out. One of the most important would be the absolute control
of the Mediterranean. With Suez in the hands of the Nazis,
the British fleet would be bottled up without harbors, as
Malta is notoriously inadequate. The Mediterranean fleet at
the Valetta would present a perfect target for Axis planes.
The Straits of Gibraltar can be closed by Franco as soon as
Hitler orders him to do so. The Italian fleet, combined with
the Japanese and the French ships turned over by Laval to
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the Axis, will have a decided superiority in the Indian Ocean.
This combined naval strength would make landings of Axis
troops possible anywhere in Asia and in East Africa. By thus
interrupting the present roads of supplies, the situation would
be changed in Asia and Africa in favor of the Axis.

These are the probable military operations which Hitler will
undertake in the next few weeks. He has no other way out
but to stake all his resources on one of these three objectives—
reaching one of them is a matter of life or death. That is why
a renewed powerful Axis attack should be expected.

HAT can the democracies do to prevent or counter this

blow? The answer is relatively simple. Place all their
might and their resources into the coming struggle; understand
the gravity of the situation and open a second front.

England and the United States must not doubt that the
peoples of Europe under Hitler’s terror anxiously await an
opportunity to turn against their oppressors. The landing
forces of the United Nations anywhere in Nazi-trodden Europe
are sure to find the support of countless civilians who, together
with the landing troops, can obtain a decisive victory.

Not to establish a second front now would be suicidal.

The Red Army has shown the world that the Nazis are not
invincible. The Soviet people have also proved that when a
country is really willing to fight, it does not take stock of its
sacrifices nor count its losses. The Red Army, fighting alone
since June not only against the powerful German forces, but
against Italian, Czech, Rumanian, Finnish, Hungarian, etc.,
troops as well, has been able to withstand their heaviest blows
and throw them back. The world has regained faith in victory
and the conquered nations reach once more for freedom. All
this the Soviet Union has achieved through enormous sacrifices,
placing everything at stake. It is only natural that these sacri-
fices be shared by all the United Nations, since all face a
common peril and all have a common interest in assuring
victory this year.

Where to open this second front? This is something the High
Commands and General Staffs of the United Nations will
have carefully studied. They are the ones to decide.

But this second front must be a land front. Bombardments,
however strong and continuous, cannot solve the present
critical situation. Of course, air attacks can be extremely effec-
tive; they can cause great damage and keep busy part of the
enemy’s air forces which would otherwise be used at the front.
But air power alone will not stop Hitler.
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SPAIN is called to play an important role in the present war.
The chief reason why she has not yet done so is simply
that until now this did not suit the plans of Hitler or the
German General Staff. As soon as they consider it useful to
their plans, Spain will take an open part in the war. Franco’s
allegiance is decidedly to the Axis and he makes no bones about
it, either. It is only at the Foreign Office in London and at the
Washington State Department that Franco is made to appear
as a “possible” friend, if properly pampered, or at the worst,
as a neutral,

It is to be hoped that the British General Staff has foreseen
all the contingencies of Spain’s being drawn into the war as an
Axis partner. Nevertheless, the studies of the British General
Staff—at their best—may have overlooked the great and de-
cisive help the anti-fascist Spanish people might lend to the
United Nations. Should Spain enter the war on the side of
the Axis, the entire course of the global struggle may be altered
by whether or not we consider the role of the Spanish people.

The strategic situation of Spain, Spanish Morocco, the
Canary Islands, and the Spanish possessions in the African
Sahara will force the war to these territories. The shortest
route from Europe to Dakar and Brazil passes through 1,200
kilometers of Spanish Rio de Oro (West Africa). In that
little known Spanish colony is to be found the base of Villa
Cisneros, excellent both for sea and land planes.

Ceuta, Tangier, and Melilla in Spanish Morocco are neces-
~sary for the control of the Straits of Gibraltar and are also

the natural route for all armed forces on the way south toward
Dakar or east toward Tunisia and Egypt.

One of the blows which sooner or later Hitler must strike®
at Britain is an attack on the Rock. This will probably be

attempted as a surprise, taking advantage of a time when some

important convoy is refueling in the harbor or when large
numbers of the Mediterranean fleet are in Gibraltar. The
consequences of such an attack are easy to foresee. It can be-
come Britain’s Pearl Harbor and close the Straits of Gibraltar
to the passage of all ships of the United Nations.

The Rock can hold for a long time, no doubt, if the British
really defend it. But the batteries at Ceuta and along the
African coast to Tangier, as well as the Spanish coastal bat-
teries around Tarifa, will prevent the passage of all ships to
and from the British Isles. The Axis naval and air forces, with
excellent bases in the neighborhood, can lend powerful help.
The batteries placed on the Sierras around Gibraltar can be
used to destroy the ships inside the harbor. Together with
air force support, they would suffice to launch an attack that
might be disastrous to the British Navy.

Britain and the United States should not be blind to the
fact that Franco is their enemy. Nor should they forget that
the anti-fascist people of Spain are ready to become their most
steadfast allies in the struggle against Hitlerism. Britain and
the United States should stop treating Spanish anti-fascists as
if they were enemies. Is it not time that these countries drew
the proper conclusions from the fact that the Spanish people
were the first to take up the fight against the Axis and for
almost three years waged with incredible courage the struggle
against the enemies of mankind?

GeN. Ienacio HiparLco pE CISNEROS.

Our Reserves and Hitler’s

Ludwig Renn, author of “War,” continues discussion on “The Case for the Western Front.”

Mexico City (by awire)
XPERIENCE from the first world war has proved the
E enormous importance of the strategic reserves. The army
that has no more reserves loses the battle, and maybe,
even the war. The recognition of this fact forced both sides
to accumulate more and more reserves, until at last there were
millions of men behind the front. Every American remembers
1917-18 when 3,000,000 Americans were shipped to Europe.
When this enormous reserve, together with the French and
English reserves, was put into the struggle in the summer of
1918, Germany broke down in three months.

These big strategic reserves are the key to the understanding
of both the first and second period of the Nazi-Russian war.
At the end of the first period, when Hitler stood before Lenin-
grad, Moscow, and the Caucasus, he announced that there
were no more Soviet reserves. But it was at this moment that
Stalin put, for the first time, his strategic reserves into the
struggle and so checked Hitler. With this, the second period
of this war began. It consisted on the side of the Allies of two
preparations—first, the practical instruction of the Russian
guerrillas in large-scale guerrilla fighting behind the Nazi
front, and secondly the accumulation of reserves both in the
Soviet Union and in the Anglo-Saxon powers. We don’t know
the exact number of the Soviet reserves but they certainly
consist of some millions of men. In England there are 2,000,000
and in the United States more than 3,000,000. Thus altogether
there are between 7,000,000 and 10,000,000 men, a reserve
mankind had hitherto never even considered. Germany, on the
other hand, has at least 1,500,000 strategic reserves, but
no more than 2,500,000. And with superiority on the side of
the Allies, why are these men not put into the struggle?

There are some reasons why. A Russian winter is very diffi-
cult for large-scale fighting. Moreover, the United States had
few trained men, and almost none with experience in mecha-
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- nized warfare. But now the winter is over. There is a larger

proportion of well trained men in the American and English
armies. And too with a superiority of manpower and materiel,
a second front can now be opened.

F cOURSE, England is already bombing Germany and very
heavily. But that is not enough. The bombs destroy in-
dustry, disorganize the traffic and distribution system, but
bombing towns does not destroy the Nazi army. The masses
of tanks, artillery, and infantry remain in the Ukraine. Hitler’s
strategic reserves are not touched by the Western bombings.
But the moment Americans disembark in Le Havre, Dieppe,
Bergen, Stavanger, or other French and Norwegian ports,
Hitler must move great parts of his reserves to France and
Norway. He must, as far as possible, equal them in manpower.
Once these men are fixed in trenches, they are no longer re-
serves. But the landing forces of the English and Americans
will continue to grow and Hitler will at last have fixed his
last man. Thus, with still some millions of men behind the
Allies, the moment for a breakthrough will have come. This
would find no Nazi reserves to check it and there is the end.

ET us consider now the other possibility that the US-
British armies remain inactive in their home countries.
Would then the war be lost? I think not. The Soviet Union
alone can destroy the Nazi reserves, but then she must, as she
did in Kharkov, sacrifice about the same manpower as the
Nazis. That means that 2,500,000 Soviet soldiers must be
killed or wounded to destroy 2,500,000 of the Nazi reserves.
Anyone who considers this must therefore be for the second
front. This second front means a great initial effort but after-
wards relatively few losses. And then victory is very near.
Lupwic RENN.
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HE kids jump rope in the sunny streets
and they sing:
Heigh ho, heigh ho
Hitler stinks, you know.

Or, in the playground, they make a ring
and sing in peeping chorus:

A tisket, a tasket
Hitler’s in his casket
Eeni, meeni, Mussolini—
He should be there too.

Sometimes, with the wish that’s in their
hearts for an end to war, they rhyme:

Heigh ho, ho hee—

We're back from Germany

We wiped the place with Hitler’s face
Heigh ho, ko hee. )

Or .
Heigh ho, ho hee—
We're back from Italy
We socked Mussolini
On his beanie
Heigh ho, ho hee.

Not such wonderful rhymes. But they
aren’t bent on perfection, the kids with their
stockings falling down. The war’s in their
insides like something they ate and it comes
out in rhyme, so what?

Sometimes, it comes out in wise cracks:

“Hey, Mutty, ya know what? We can’t
eat no pop corn any more.”

“Why ?” ’

“Because the kernel’s in the army. Hah,
hah.”
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Or:

“Hey, Hymie. Wanna hear a joke? Why
can’t we chop trees no more?”’

“Why, wise guy?”’ ~

“Because the axes are in the Pacific. Hah,
hah.” Or:

“Hey, Poopelie, know what I heard ? Guess
what.”

“What ?”

“The Japs are bombing the Navy Yard.”

“Ya fulla crap.”

“No foolin’. They walked across the Brook-
lyn Bridge eatin’ peanuts and the shells
dropped down.”

Hah, hah. Hee, hee! The kids laugh, smack
each other around, screech. Can you laugh
at what kids laugh at? Slapstick. A funny
face. To conceal fear?

To conceal fear. Sometimes they talk out
of the side of their mouths:

“Hey, Butch, ya know what I saw? We
were out driving and I see anti-aircraft guns
in a cemetery. Gee, that’s convenient, huh?
Just shoot ’em down and bury ’em. Easy,
huh?” Or: .

“Them marines. Boy! One of them can
kill four Japs any time. You just multiply
that by 30,000 and what do you get? Gee,
pretty soon there won’t be any Japs left, will
there?” Or: )

“Hey, Jerk, why do you buy defense stamps,
huh?”

“I give up.”

“To lick the other side, stupid.” Or:

“Know why Germany can’t win?”

“I bite.”

“It’s on an axis, see? Anything on an axis
spins. Anything that spins gets dizzy. When
you're dizzy you don’t know what you're

doing. When you don’t know what you're
doing, you’re—licked. See?”
“Hah, hah—"

HE kids laugh till they bust. And then

they talk. About Russia, for instance. You
think kids think up the screwy things in some
of their pops’ heads about Reds? Not on your
life. Listen:

“Hey, what do you think about this sugar
getting sent to Russia?”

“Ya mean for gunpowder?”

“Yeah.”

“I think it’s okay. We can do without
sugar, can’t we?”’

“Yeah, but can we do without cakes and
candy? What do you think?”

“Why not? You can always have an apple,
‘can’t you?”

Of course. It’s simple ABC to a kid. Logic.
Once he knows what for, he’ll give up his
shirt, a kid will. If you tell him what for. If
you break it nice and easy. Tell him that
sailors die because Pop wants Sunday gas and
he’ll never step into a car again. Kids are
sensible.

“Ya gotta hand it to them.”

“Who ?" .

“The Germans.”

“Why ?”

“They’re so highly mechanized. . .. I hear
they’re using reflectors to see the Russians.”

Do they know what they’ll get out of the
war?

Yes and no: Listen: “Me? I’ll get a
twenty-five-dollar defense bond, I guess.” Or:
“I’m gonna get liberty. Not rich and not poor.
But I'll have what I want—ride on my -
bicycle when I want to and so forth.” Or:
“I'll be free—that’s all.” Or: “When I grow
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up maybe I’ll be strong. One of my friend’s
brothers is in the army and he’s giving me
exercises to make me strong.”

Meanwhile, they play. Games. War games.

Japanese tag: “You're it.” It means a Japa-
nese. Nobody wants to be one. And they run
like hell down the gutter, up the steps, to tap
the other guy it.

Or Three Steps to Germany: One side-
walk is Germany. The sidewalk on the other
side of the street is Russia or the United
States. The kids line up on the Russian side-
walk. The leader yells:

“You may take six big steps to Germany.”

(‘May I?)’

“Yes, you may.”

The line moves up. Stealing is allowed if
you can get away with it. First one to the
German sidewalk wins. This game is also
called Get to Tokyo.

I Declare War: Everybody in the gang
gets a name. “You’re Russia. You're United
States. You're Great Britain. YOU’re Ger-
many.”

“Aah, I don’t wanna. I don’t wanna be
Germany.”

“Well, ya gotta.”

“I wanna be China.”

“Okay. You be Australia. All set?”

One boy picks up the ball. He yells, “I
declare war on—Japan.” He drops the ball
quick and runs. So does everybody else. Japan

picks up the ball, yells STOP. Everybody

freezes in flight—behind trees, poles, autos,
shrubs, if they’re lucky. Japan aims, throws
the ball to hit. The boy hit is It.

And when they get tired out playing, they
sit down and talk again. It goes on and on—
on street corners, in cellars, in school yards,
on the curb.

“My grandmother, she lives in Chicago
and my mother says if the army takes my
daddy, I'm gonna go stay with my gramma.
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But my mommy wants my daddy to stay home
with her.”But if daddy has to go, you know
what my mommy’s gonna do? She’s gonna
ask them to make her a Red Cross nurse so
she can go along with my daddy.” And:

“My father’s gonna be a good fighter. Ya
know why I know? Because every time he
hits my sister he makes her cry. He’s gonna
make Hitler cry too when he gets angry.”

“I’m gonna be a nurse. I really wanted to
be a cook so I took up cooking. But in my
cooking class all they talked about was war,
war, war. So the peanut brittle never turned
out. So now I may as well be a nurse.”

“I’m not scared of war. Naah. Why should
I? There so many air raid wardens and the
sand on ‘the roof there. I feel safe, honest. In
the beginning that drill there scared me when
I heard the si-reen and all that. But now I
know what it’s all about. When the bell rings
you take a table, see, and you go behind it.
One time I stood there so long the teacher
hadda bawl me out.”

“My father’s in the war. He ain’t far from
Berlin. He’s gonna kill Hitler. I know. I
hope he’s got a knife with him. He’s got a
gun with a knife in it. He’s gonna stab
Hitler.”

LISTEN to this talk between a bright five-
year-old and her daddy inside an air raid
post. It’s a sort of inverted Baby Snooks con-
versation: Daddy is asking why.

“Ooo, Daddy, I'm so happy we’re part of
the war. War can’t come to us, Daddy.
Maybe war could come to us but it can’t kill
us.”

“Why, dear?”

“Because we’re part of the war, see,
Daddy? Because we’re Americans, Daddy.
Nobody can kill us because we’re America.”

“Why, honey?”

“Daddy! You know why. I just told you.
Because we're part of the war. Would Ger-
many kill me in, if I’m part of the war?”’

“What does kill mean, lovey?”

“I can’t never see my friends any more.
I’ll be died.”

“Dead, dear? What is dead?”’

“Guns have die. Even there’s bullets in
Germany’s thing. But when we’re America
and our gun be part of the war, Daddy, then
we can scare Germans and take away his bed,
see?”

“Who are Germans, dear?”

“Nazis, of course. They take countries and
houses. But they can’t take our house, Daddy.
Because you’re a fine air raid warden. They
take only baby twinkle houses. Our house is
big. . . . Ooo, Daddy!” :

“Yes, dear. What is it?”

“Mussolini—is she bad?”

“He’s a man, doll.”

“Mussolini—piuy. Piuy. Piuy. . . . Oooh,
Daddy, if I heard if he was gonna come
here. I'd be Uh-uh, Daddy. If I
heard Germany was gonna come here.
Ooooooh! . . . Hed kill us so hard we
wouldn’t know what place we are, Daddy.
I’d be un-spirit . . . Daddy, let me sit in your

lap, may I, Daddy? . . . The Germans are
gonna come Monday, won’t they, Daddy?”

“Monday? How can they get here, honey?”’

“O—walk over. You know Hitler has a
big army.”

“What is an army?”

“O army boys. They march.”

“And what else?”

“O stand in their place two by two. . . .
#0000h, Daddy, I'm such afraid of Hitler
that . . . (in a whisper) I’'m gonna spit at
him. I'll spit in his face, Daddy. I’ll spit in
his eye and I’ll kick on his too-too. (Giggling)
I’m not gonna be scared of that kick-in-the-
too-too Germany. I'm not even a-scared,
Daddy. See? (Yelling) I'll pump and I'll
stump and I'll dump and I'll clump and . ..
(elated) Daddy, are we gonna be free, sweet

- Daddy? Do you think we're gonna be free?”’

“Yes—when we beat Hitler, honey.”

“Then we'll be free? And I won’t have to
wear leggings no more, sweet Daddy? Ooo,
Daddy . . . I want to fight Hitler too. I want
to beat him. You should get me an arm band,
Daddy. Then I can be part of the war like
you. . . . Oooh, Daddy, you're so sweet—I
love you so much—you’re the best air raid
warden in the world.”

This five-year-old doesn’t sound scared only.
She sounds fighting mad too. She sounds
confident. Maybe it’s because her daddy is
helping her that way.
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You grownups, keep your ears open. Listen
to the kids. Talk to them about bombs and
blackouts. You may as well. They’re talking
about them anyway. They’ve got war on their
minds. They talk, joke, play, argue war.

If you're scared of it yourself, tell them
you're scared. The kids'll help you out. If
you're not scared, tell them why not.

They want to know.

This is the kids’ war too.

WiLr Rivers.
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More on the

0 New Masses: Your issue on “How to Win the

War in 1942” was very stimulating. You ask for
my comment on “a second front in Western Europe.”
It would appear that the raids on Cologne and
Essen mark the opening of such a front. Not being
a military expert, I must leave the precise me-
chanics of such operations to those entrusted with

that responsibility. HexRy EPSTEIN
’

Solicitor General, Department of Law,
State of New York.
Albany.

o New Masses: I have read your special issue,

“How to Win the War in 1942, with satisfac-
tion. I congratulate you on producing such a con-
vincing plea for a second front in Western Europe.
You are rendering an important public service. I
am sure that our men in the Army, the Navy, and
the Air Force are eager to take advantage of this
great opportunity.
WILLIAM JAY SCHIEFFELIN.
New York. -

0 New Masses: In the May 26 issue of New

Masses you have three maps of Europe on which
the potential invasion points have been indicated.

* One of the points is Trondheim, which has been

well fortified by the Nazis against sea attack, and
it is my bet that it will never be taken from the
sea side. Permit me to suggest one point, which
seems to be overlooked by everybody else, and it
is Murmansk.

A British or a US expeditionary force, which
should include Norwegian troops now located in
Britain, should be landed in Murmansk. The convoy
should follow a wide arc route via Iceland, south
coast of Spitsbergen, west coast of Novaya Zemlya,
and approach Murmansk from the east. This force
should be large enough to be able to"deploy behind
the present front for about 100 miles southward
from the Arctic coast.

When it is ready, .it should launch an offensive
westward, assisted during the initial stage by the
Red artillery and Air Force. The left flank should
be pretected by the Red Army, and when it has
reached the Swedish border, the Allied front would
be in two sections, one facing south to be held by
the Red Army, and the other facing west, to be
pushed further by the Allies.

This would isolate Finland from Norway, and by
this time the port of Petsamo and Nazi fortified
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Second Front

points on' the coast of Arctic Norway could be at-
tacked and taken from the rear. The offensive
should continue southward and the Nazi coastal
points, including Trondheim, taken from the rear.

If the Nazis should send reinforcements to stem
this northern offensive by drawing troops from
their western continental area, it would facilitate
the Allies to invade France; if from the Soviet
front, it would help the Red Army in its offensive.

0. W.W.T.

Detroit.

[Yes, it is true that Murmansk is a possible ave-
nue for Allied action, but in our opinion a landing
there by British and American troops would give
us a secondary front, rather than a “second front”
that we all want. The plan which our reader pro-
poses has the following shortcomings: it probably
involves breaking Swedish neutrality; it involves a
relatively long and perilous voyage around the
Norwegian fjords; supplies to support a Murmansk
expedition would have to be carried along the
equally perilous route, and finally, it would only
give the Russians additional manpower, since Mur-
mansk is after all already part of the Eastern Front.
On the other hand, a landing in France would be
shortest. The supply routes to support this landing
would be shortest. Hitler would be threatened at
his industrial and strategic heart. The role of the
conquered peoples would be far more extensive in
western Europe than in northern Scandinavia. So
that while we don’t rule out the possibility of Allied
action in northern Scandinavia, it strikes us as
secondary, and in support of an invasion in the
west, rather than decisive.—The Editors.]

0 New Masses: The May 26 issue of NEw MASSES,

though very interesting because of the different
points of view on the vital issue of the Second Front,
has not contributed to clarify the situation, in my
opinion. It contains different speculations. No one
can say if the one is right or the other, so what can
we do with them?

One may say: yes, I feel Mr. Eliot is right; an-
other, no, I am in favor of the arguments put for-
ward. by Mr. Kernan, but what then? It seems to
me that the best thing we can do is to ask for a
second front whenever and wherever we can . . .
and only await what will come out of it. As it is
not a thing any of us can decide or a problem any
of us can solve, 1 feel that the more opinions we

hear, the less firm we are becoming in our own
opinion. . . . The most important thing is to point
out that the second front would detract a great
number of German fighting forces from the Eastern
Front at the crucial moment. Second, that those who
are opposing a second front because of the shortage
of shipping cannot uphold this opinion in face of
the fact that Joseph Curran says there is enough
shipping if they cease shipping things we can do
without for the duration.

In my opinion it is these two things which must
be repeated again and again. Really I cannot see
any use in giving all these contradictory opinions.

ELIZABETH DE STURLER.

New York.

[The view that NEw Masses shouldn’t have pub-
lished conflicting opinions in its special issue, “The
Case for a Western Front,” was shared by several
other readers. We agree the danger exists that dis-
cussion of conflicting opinions may become a barrier
to action. But we also believe that at this stage of
the game only a much wider public debate on this
question is going to get us Americans anywhere.
NEw Masses is a magazine that tries to get action
on vital public issues, but we don’t close our pages
to differing points of view among allies for victory.
In fact we welcome them, when we believe that
these differences of opinion will assist the thinking
of our readers, and clarify rather than confuse the
issue. We think our special number helped to clarify
and focus the problem rather than blur it. And so
we disagree with Mrs. de Sturler’s criticism.—
The Editors.]

0 NEw Masses: It’s in the great tradition. Your

special Western Front issue was splendid. One
thing that struck me about it was the full mar-
shaling of arguments not on the basis of wish but
on the basis of hardheaded evidence and possi-
bilities.

I think now that you should begin a campaign
to show that a Western Front is the safest risk. In
talking with people I find that they are all for
the offensive but with caution. Have we got enough
of this, that, and the other thing? Let me say that
we will never have enough of anything if over-
cautiousness dominates thinking. In fact, excessive
caution can become a disease—the disease of inde-
cisiveness. Hitler will exploit such timidity for
all it is worth. He is taking advantage now of the
fact that lots of people would like to wait just a
little longer. Let’s get down to fighting on the con-
tinent now. Tomorrow we may have more guns
and tanks and ships. But tomorrow may be too late.

Ipa BRINIG.

Los Angeles.

0 New Masses: Thanks for the copy of New

Masses with the Brief for and against the
Western Front.

Publicity of this sort is needed. Attacks on the
Western Front participated in by United Soldiers,
even though specific objectives be not achieved,
will be worth many times their cost in effect on
the morale of the German people.

The effort will pay dividends in bracing the
Chinese and Russian forces who are carrying the
brunt of the fight and have been doing so for long
enough without the encouragement they would get
from a real attack on the Western Front.

The same thing is true of those Balkan peoples
who are suffering the full weight of the German
heel, and who will be encouraged by such a venture.

Chances must be taken in war to win it.

ARTHUR LESUEUR,

Minneapolis, Minn. ’
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*
Biddle Passes the Buck

1LLIAM RanpoLpH HEARsT’s favorite,

Attorney-General Biddle, has still not
taken action against Adolph Hitler’s favorite,
Charles E. Coughlin. No doubt he is too busy
trying to deport anti-Hitler labor leaders and
pronouncing ex cathedra judgments that an
anti-fascist political party (for instance, the
Communist Party) is trying to overthrow the
American government by force and violence
to bother with such trifles as prosecuting Hit-
ler's American friends. Biddle is one of those
tender-hearted lovers of civil liberties who
would not hurt a flea—or a fascist—but who
summons up unsuspected courage when it
comes to a stiletto job on those whose entire
lives are devoted to the fight against fascism.

In an interview in Chattanooga last Satur-
day Biddle pleaded that in his ruling on
Bridges and on the Communist Party “I ‘was
merely carrying out the mandate of Con-
gress.” Congress has enough sins on its head
without taking on those of others. Congress
did not give Biddle a mandate to accept the
opinion of Judge Charles B. Sears in the
Bridges case as against the opinion of Dean
James M. Landis and the Department of
Justice’s own Board of Immigration Appeals.
That was Biddle’s doing. Congress did not
give him a mandate to accept Goebbels’ ver-
sion of the program and principles of the
Communist Party. That was Biddle’s doing.
Congress did not give him a mandate to de-
clare that affiliation with or membership in a
trade union, the Marine Workers Industrial
Union, “was grounds for deportation.” That

" too was Biddle’s doing, as was his plagiarizing
of Martin Dies’ attacks on other progressive
organizations.

There are those who say that the question
of the Communist Party is a’matter for the
courts to decide. In an article in The W orker
of last Sunday, Robert Minor, one of the
leaders of the Communist Party, challenges
this doctrine as dangerous and un-American.
His position appears to us sound. Suppose,
for example, that someone charged that the
Republican Party sought the overthrow of
the government by force and violence. Since
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actual fascists like Gerald Winrod, Gerald
L. K. Smith, and Coughlin’s secretary, Louis
B. Ward, have run on the Republican ticket
or sought its nomination in the primaries, a
better case could be made out against the
Republicans (and against the Democratic
Party of Senator Reynolds and Representative
Cox) than against the Communists. Should
we, then, leave it to the courts to decide
whether Tom Smith can vote Republican or
belong to a Republican club? The voters, not
the courts—nor, for that matter, Francis
Biddle—are the ones to accept or reject the
program of a political party. Any other course
stultifies democracy. ‘

The Great Sea Baitle

Slx months after Pearl Harbor, almost to
the day,-great sea battles have been raging
in the middle and north Pacific, from Midway
island, west of Hawaii, to Dutch Harbor, off
the tip of Alaska. In all probability, these
battles will have a decisive significance for the
future course of war on the Pacific front.
According to the commander-in-chief of our
fleet, Adm. Ernest J. King, the enemy has
engaged the bulk of his forces with ours. “It
is one of their methods,” he says, “and a very
sound one too, not to send a boy to do a man’s
job.” The man-sized job the Japanese are
evidently trying to do is to destroy those
bases from Hawaii to Alaska on which the

operation of our Pacific fleet depends, and -

from which our counter-offensive in the Pacific
must be mounted.

In the early stage of this battle, Adm.
Chester W. Nimitz, chief of our Pacific
forces, reports that the enemy has suffered
heavy losses. At least two or three Japanese
aircraft carriers plus their planes were sunk;
as many as three battleships, four cruisers, and
three transports are reported damaged. Our
losses by comparison with the really sizable
losses to the enemy are considered light. Land-
lubbers may not appreciate these figures, but
when it is recalled that the Japanese probably
had eight or nine aircraft carriers to start
with, the loss of three is a measure of the size
of the engagement. So is the figure of three
battleships damaged.

Maj. George Fielding Eliot and others
have suggested in a preliminary way that the
Midway and Dutch Harbor events must be
related to a number of others in recent months.
What the Japanese tried to do at Pearl Har-
bor was to knock us out in order to be free
to concentrate their land armies in the Philip-
pines, Malaya, the Dutch East Indies, and
Burma. That phase of their campaign was
relatively successful. But once these areas are
occupied, the Japanese have to secure them
against our eventual counter-attack and the
growing potential of our production lines and
shipbuilding ways.

While concentrating their land armies,
against China, as they are doing with some
success, especially in Chekiang province and in
the south from the Burma direction, the Japa-
nese had to try and dislodge us from those
continental or continent-guarding bases where
our forces are being assembled, and from
which our fleet needs to operate.

At Madagascar the Japanese tried to de-
prive us of using the Indian Ocean—and they
were beaten to the punch. At Ceylon the
Japanese sought to grasp the southern key for
invading India. They failed. At the Coral Sea
battle, the Japanese tried to open the gates
to Australia and at the same time cut us off
from that potentially offensive base. Again
they failed.

It follows that in last week’s northern en-
gagements, they were trying to prevent us
from building up our Alaskan base, to knock
the troublesome Midway position out, and
perhaps even to deprive us of Hawaii. But
our fleet engaged them, gave heavier blows
than it took, and thus far, it would seem that
the Japanese grand strategy has been thwarted.

In other words, what they have tried is to
establish a sequel to Pearl Harbor; if success.
ful, it would be worse than Pearl Harbor for
us. But they have not been successful, thanks
to our ships, our men, and above all, our
airplane support. Thus Pearl Harbor is not
only being avenged, but the basis is being laid
for our offensive. And that is why widely
separated peoples such as in India, in Aus-
tralia, and in China—and no doubt the Rus-
sians in Vladivostok—have been watching this
week with such deep interest.

The CIO’s Crucial Decisions

JOHN L. Lewis has missed the bus. Not
even with the aid of Attorney-General
Biddle’s deportation order against Harry
Bridges will he succeed in persuading any
large number of Americans that the real issue
is the “United Mine Workers of America
against Communism.” That is Hitler’s line,
that is Coughlin’s line, and when Lewis makes
it his line too, he only proves to the hilt the
charge of CIO President Phil Murray that
Lewis is “hell bent on creating national con-
fusion and national disunity.” The stupid,
Red-baiting attempt to make a Communist
out of Murray and other CIO leaders only
exposes the hollowness of the belated reso-
lution adopted by Lewis and his obedient
Reichstag, the policy committee of the United
Mine Workers, pledging support to the war
effort. As Murray put it: “You cannot be a
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde in this war by
saying you are for the war effort and then
making qualifications that certain people
whom Lewis does not like shall be fired by
the CIO.” _

In contrast to the disruptive activity of
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Lewis and his henchmen, the CIO executive
board made decisions that help strengthen the
entire nation in the fight against fascist bar-
barism. It pledged full cooperation with Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s seven-point economic pro-
gram; instructed the CIO executive officers to

take steps toward cooperation with the trade

unions of the United Nations and of Latin
America; condemned Attorney General Bid-
dle’s order to deport Harry Bridges; pledged
to fight for equality of treatment for all
workers in industry regardless of race, color,
or creed; and sent a telegram to President
Roosevelt, Prime Minister Churchill, and
Generals Arnold and Somervell expressing
agreement with “a speedy, all-embracing of-
fensive to carry the war to Hitler on his own
territory and crush the Nazi machine between
the pincers of the armies of the United
States, Great Britain, and Russia.”

Of special significance are the resolutions
on labor unity and on a national win-the-war
labor conference. On the first the CIO pro-
posed as a basis for organic unity with the
AFL the establishment of a United Labor
Council at a joint meeting. of the executive
boards of the two organizations. The pro-
posal for a win-the-war conference came from
the United Electrical, Radio and Machine
Workers, one of the key unions in war pro-
duction. It calls for a national conference of
representatives of every affiliate of the CIO,
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AFL, and Railroad Brotherhoods. The meet-
ing would have three main objectives: stimu-
lation of war production; “political support
to those candidates in support of the President
of the United States and the war effort”; and
increase of “labor participation in the execu-
tive and administrative branches of the gov-
ernment to assure labor’s contribution to the
war effort.”

Jim Crow Gets Socked

HI Delta Kappa, the professional educa-

tional fraternity, voted overwhelmingly
last week to eliminate from its constitution a
clause that admitted to membership only
“white males.” The clause had caused trouble
since 1911, and in 1940 when Sigma chapter
of Ohio State University initiated a Negro
and a Chinese student, the chapter was sus-
pended by the National Council.

The Teachers College (NY) chapter took
up the gage, and campaigned nationally among
the membership, arranging a straw vote last
March that resulted in a 3-to-2 majority for
amendment of the constitution. Since then the
membership has voted again, overwhelmingly
in favor of admitting students of all nationali-
ties and color to the ranks of its elect.

Another action taken last week is indicative
of the growing awareness of our people. In
Washington the National Negro Congress
carried its solid understanding of the Negro’s
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' rurtuue Wlth others v
If it is proposed to drop the bars agamet the Lhmese,
there will be a thunderous “No!” from the farmers and

workers of the Pacific Coast.

They will simply not stand

for an inflow of Orientals who will work for less and can
live on far less than Americans.

Suppose it is proposed after the war to let in all the
Greeks and Jews who have survived starvation, and the
Serbs, and Poles, and the other downtrodden people from
Europe, who will be clamoring to come to the United States.

The answer from workers and farmers of the Atlantic

eaboard area will be an equally thunderous “No}”
veitlin e than the Wanetnon -

They
+0 let in hordes

oe

Dispensing defeatist poison to the millions, an editorial in the New York Daily News ridi-
culed the idea of a better postwar world as expressed in the recent speeches of Vice-President
" Wallace and Undersecretary of State Sumner Welles. Part of the ridicule consisted of

falsification. For instance:

“The US Army, says Mr. Welles, must do most of the work

of policing the world until the world settles down to this state .of milk-drinking bliss.”
What Welles actually said was that the people “will insist that the United Nations under-
take the maintenance of an international police power in the years after the war to insure

freedom from fear to peace-loving peoples. . .
to bring about a better world after the war

.” The News also threatened that any attempt
“will fan up a fight in this country. . ..” The

Daily News' own conception of the postwar world, based on Hitlerite anti-Semitism and
race and national hatred, is indicated in the above extracts from its editorial.
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relation to the war to the people of our coun-
try in full-page advertisements printed in ten
Negro weeklies and one Washington daily.

“This is the war of every American—re-
gardless of race, creed, or color—because the
national independence of our. country is at
stake,” the advertisement said. The Congress
elected Ferdinand Smith, vice-president of the
NMU, to be its treasurer; demanded an end
of discrimination against Negroes in the
armed forces and in civilian life; urged a
Western Front now; assailed John L. Lewis.

These actions are the direct consequence
of the march of events since Pearl Harbor;
the heroism of individual Negro soldiers and
sailors; the spreading consciousness of the
issues of this people’s war.

The Battle of Rationing

LAST week we talked about the fact that we
were losing the battle of rubber because
of conflicts in authority, incompetence in high
places, and tardy and shortsighted planning.
Closely related is the problem of gas ration-
ing, and here too bungling is rife. There is
no shortage of gas and oil ; rationing has had
to be introduced on the eastern seaboard solely
because of a shortage of transportation facili-
ties. Now belatedly, however, the War Pro-
duction Board has begun to realize that the -
consumption of gas in motor vehicles is closely
related to the consumption of rubber in the
form of tires. This means that if the 1,000,-
000 tons of rubber now on the motor
vehicles of the nation are to last as long as
possible, the supplies of gas to run the cars
must be cut as low as possible. Which in turn
means that regardless of whether the trans-
portation bottleneck is broken, gas must be
rationed not only in the East, but throughout
the country.

It is as simple as two plus two. Yet a
special meeting last week of about 100 House
members representing both major parties

.adopted a resolution opposing nationwide gas

rationing unless facts are officially presented
showing that it is “necessary to conserve the
supply of gasoline.” The implication is that
under no circumstances would these members
of the House accept rationing for the purpose
of conserving rubber. Now it would be easy
to denounce ‘these congressmen and accuse
them of lack of patriotism. There is no doubt
that the moving spirits in this agitation in
Congress are appeasers and those who are
more concerned about the profits of the oil

_companies than the welfare of the country. -

Yet it is true that neither Congress nor the
country has been educated as to the basic facts
about gas and rubber. Instead there have been
conflicting announcements, rumors, and heated
debates, confusing both public and Congress.

A glimmer of light broke through last
Friday when it was announced after a meet-
ing of high officials with President Roosevelt
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that an inventory of the amount of reclaim-
able rubber in the country would first be
undertaken, after which decisions about na-
tionwide gas rationing would be made.

Of course, conserving and reclaiming rub-
ber is only one aspect of the problem. Our
rubber stocks will not be ample until the
production of synthetic rubber gets fully
under way. The whole situation requires, as
we pointed out last week, a shakeup of the
top command which only the President and
Donald Nelson can effect. It is gratifying
that in the case of food hit-or-miss methods
‘are not being tolerated. No general shortages
of food exist or are expected, but taking time
by the forelock, the War Production Board
has set up a nine-man committee, headed by
Secretary of Agriculture Claude R. Wickard,
to control the production and allocation of all
military and civilian food supplies.

Teachers Needed Now

IT IS quite possible that by the time you read
this there will be 125 less teachers in the
New York City educational system. The
Board of Education had announced it would
drop them for “budgetary” reasons. Five
thousand have already been dropped in the
last five years, whereas in Britain under the
bombs appropriations for education were aug-
mented, this year and last.

The progressive Teachers’ Union of New
York City feels that its fight to save these jobs
involves more than the saving of the jobs
themselves. It is true that there are fewer
children in school today than there were five
years ago, but in spite of this reduction in
student population, classes become increasingly
larger as teacher personnel is reduced.

It looks from here as though the Board of
Education is missing a staggering opportunity
to fully integrate the school system into the
war effort. The Teachers’ Union, whole-
heartedly committed to victory, feels that
every school in the city should have a child-
«<are center and should become a community
center holding nightly forums for civilians.
It feels that the million school children should
be involved in the war effort; that vocational
schools, instead of closing (the vocational eve-
aing high schools were closed by the Board of
Education as of April 1) should train young
boys of fourteen to eighteen, but see to it that
their training has practical application. There
is no reason why these schools could not
manufacture thousands upon thousands of
small parts.

Unless the parents of children in New York
get on their toes, hundreds of teachers will
follow the 125 who were to have been dis-
missed last week. The school child is a mem-
ber of our democracy; his stake in this war
is vital. With his patriotic teachers and within
the enormous apparatus of the schools, he can
render an indispensable service to our country.
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@ THE WEEK

in LONDON by CLAUDE COCKBURN

London (by cable).

WITH the publication of the White Paper on Coal, the general impression is one of
quiet cooling in a political atmosphere which a few days ago could have been de-

scribed as really tropical. It did seem only last week that the coal crisis might upset the

government. That seems less likely today. The most serious effects of the coal com-

promise will be those resulting from the postponement of fuel rationing and failure

to exact such vigorous control of the mines as the Miners Federation has demanded.

The effects of the rationing postponement will be felt next winter. The effects
of inadequate control won’t be felt for a rather longer time though they will be
nonetheless dangerous for that. After all, the government, through Hugh Dalton and
Sir Stafford Cripps, did declare only a few weeks ago that fuel rationing by June was
urgent and indispensable. The public agreed. Then came the protests of the big
distributive interests and the 1922 Committee, and now we have the White Paper
jauntily announcing that the government does not consider the introduction aof com-
pulsory rationing necessary at all at this time. It is an unpleasant picture and it is
one which certainly does not contribute to public confidence. It opens the door wide to
all those disruptionists who seek to exploit the existing balance of power within the
government to spread cynicism and general disgruntlement.

Equally it is clear that the Coal White Paper represents very serious concessions .
to the mine owners. This is particularly damaging in the separation of the wage issue
from the general scheme and in attempts to prevent any form of national negotiation
between miners and mine owners. This, of course, is a point which the mine
owners have been fighting on for more than twenty years and so far have always won.
It is obvious that whatever other results may come from this compromise, the position
of Stafford Cripps and Hugh Dalton in the eyes of the masses has been seriously
shaken. It is no secret that Cripps did at one time contemplate resignation on this
issue, and it is inevitable that the defense which he will now be compelled to make
of the new coal proposals will lower his prestige in the eyes of many who were possibly
over-impressed by what has been called the “Cripps myth.”

: THE dangers implicit in any disruption of existing national unity are most completely

evidenced in the agitation of an anti-Soviet character currently being developed by
certain extreme reactionary elements who seem ambitious to constitute a new British
Cliveden set. They are led by Maj. Victor Cazalet. Cazalet returned recently from
the Soviet Union and, as is now generally known, caused to be printed and circulated
among his friends—300 persons selected as potentially influential—a bitterly vixenish
little volume of comment, largely directed against the Soviet Union. Cazalet’s anti-
Soviet agitation may have some connection with the heavy losses sustained in the
Russian Revolution by the Cazalet family, which up till then had treated Russia as
virtually a colonial country created for the benefit of the Cazalets and their like.

With Cazalet in the present agitation are associated Harold Nicolson and Erskine
Hill, chairman of the 1922 Committee. Those associated with this group claim—
perhaps with some exaggeration—that they have at least 62 MP’s associated with
them and they boast (again it is to be hoped exaggeratedly) of the pressure which they
assert they are able to bring upon the government. Their agitation is directed both
against a reasonable settlement of postwar relationships between Britain and the Soviet
Union and against full cooperation now in all senses of the word.

A curious feature of the situation is the fact that there exists some kind of general
understanding between the Cazalet group and the “Vansittartists.” The latter oppose
any distinction between the Nazis and the German people and urge that the war be
waged in a spirit of vengeance against all Germans. In a recent issue of the Nineteenth
Century Frederick Voigt, who is closely associated with Sir Robert Vansittart, sug-
gested that unless one adopted a Vansittartite policy toward Germany, it would be
impossible to oppose Soviet policy in Eastern Europe. He maintained that the Van-
sittartites could argue that if Britain totally destroyed Germany, the Soviet Union
would have no further “excuse” for acting in the interests of its own security.

The Kemsley press—now by far the most sinister big press influence in Britain—
is already following with some necessary caution a similarly anti-Soviet line. And
Harold Nicolson has devoted one of his weekly columns in the Spectator to an article
containing grossly slanderous and defeatist suggestions about Soviet policy. All this,
though dangerous and disgusting, must not be taken to suggest that these disruptive
elements can seriously affect Anglo-Soviet friendship. Nevertheless, they are typical of
the internal menaces to which a strengthened national unity and a strerigthened Arglo-
Soviet cooperation are the urgent answer. CraupE COCKBURN.
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BOOKS and PEOPLE by SAMUEL SILLEN
A MORAL FOR REVIEWERS

Has Jan Valtin yet succeeded in disénchbnﬁng Fred T. Marsh . . . And some thoughts on the way Lon
Tinkle rearranges the facts of life in his review of Pozner’s “‘The Edge of the Sword.”

HATE to bring up the distasteful name of
Jan Valtin once again. I hate to recall
those murky days when so many people,

ordinarily sensible, swallowed Out of the -

Night hook, line, and sinker. But when a guy
has one cheek gouged by a snake and then
ceremoniously offers the other, I think some-
one ought to tell him off. For the sake of the
record, at least, someone ought to tell off Mr.
Fred T. Marsh, reviewer for the Sunday
book section of the New York Herald
Tribune. In his unhappy—and yet ridiculous
—plight there is a moral for every member
of the reviewing fraternity.

In the Herald Tribune for April 26, Mr.
Marsh reviewed Valtin’s fizzle-dizzle follow-
up, Bend in the River. This book, according
to the reviewer, contains the “early writings”
of Richard Krebs, alias Valtin, when he was
“an undergraduate of the university of San
Quentin prison. . . .” Mr. Marsh hailed these
criminalia with unmitigated enthusiasm. He
found in them the heart of a poet pining
away for three years in jail. Here was “a
valid document both as to literature and life”
that “should put the cynics in their place.”
Here, gloated the reviewer, was final proof of
Krebs-Valtin’s shining integrity of spirit and
scrupulous devotion to fact.

Had Mr. Marsh clung to the public record,
his panegyric would have been more ‘impres-
sive. By noting that Valtin was convicted
under the “criminal syndicalism” act of Cali-
fornia, he makes it appear that the author
under review was the victim of political
prosecution. The fact is that this “surprisingly
sensitive” poet was convicted in 1926 of as-
saulting a storekeeper in Los Angeles after
an attempted robbery. But we can let that go
for the moment. It’s not the main point.

The main point is that Mr., Marsh is so
intrigued by the poetry of this author’s soul,
he is so convinced that this book is an answer
to “cynics” who distrusted Quz of the Night,
that it does not occur to him to use the pro-
tective device of quotation marks. In his re-
view he says, categorically and on his own
responsibility, that two prisoners at San Quen-
tin, Ernest Booth and Roy Sloan, “went
wrong on release.” . )

But on May 24, those readers who got as
far as the last page of the book section, were
confronted with “A Correction” by the edi-
tors. In a documented, forceful letter, Ernest
Booth protested the statement by Fred T.
Marsh “which is absolutely false, unjust, and
so close to libel I cannot permit it to stand
unchallenged.” Describing his admirable
record since his release, Mr. Booth declared
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that the reviewer’s statement had caused him
grief and damage: “In many editorial offices
it will be accepted at face value.”

Now here is the tip-off. The Herald
Tribune apologizes for its reviewer by point-
ing. out that his statement was based on a
passage in Valtin’s book which linked Mr.
Booth up with a murder. Then the paper
regrets Valtin’s “mistaken understanding.”

And now everybody is supposed to be happy. .

Everybody, that is, except Mr. Booth, who
has been seriously maligned, and the readers
of the newspaper, who have been advised that
the absolutely authentic book of a few weeks
ago is not so absolutely authentic after all.
And those readers must be asking themselves:
Who, then, in the name of all that’s good and
glorious, is the “cynic”? The oft-convicted
liar Krebs-Valtin; the reviewer who endorses
and circulates slanders in the spirit of high
truth; or Mr. Joe Doakes, the reader, who
insists on calling a liar, quite simply. and with-
out adornment, a liar?

I'll take my chances with the third fellow,
and it is my unsolicited recommendation that
all reviewers stick it out with him. And pos-
sibly Mr. Fred T. Marsh is, at this late hour,
sufficiently disenchanted with the poet of San
Quentin to trail along with the rest of us.
A BOOK may be damned with faint praise.

It may also be damned with muddy
praise, and I offer as Exhibit A the review of

_ Vladimir Pozner’s The Edge of the Sword in

the Saturday Review of Literature. One
gathers that the reviewer, Lon Tinkle, liked
the book on the whole. So far so good: ex-
cellent appraisal of an excellent book. But
hold on a minute.

In paragraph one the book offers “no clari-
fication of the reasons for France’s down-
fall. . . .” In paragraph two “The interpreta-
tion is there, without any doubt, but Pozner

. doesn’t give it to you in statement.” In one
g Y

passage the French officers “take all the blame

here.” In another passage we meet “Bissieres
of the Armaments Control Board, an indus-
trialist whose one aim in life is to liquidate
every remnant of the Popular Front of 1936,”
and Carvin “the archetype of bureaucratic
bourgeoisie.”

How account for such arrant confusions
and contradictions in one relatively short re-
view? The answer is that Mr. Tinkle, the
reviewer, is unwilling to accept the basic
premises of the story he likes and is attempt-
ing to rewrite it in the process of summarizing
it. He says that ‘“Pozner’s preoccupation with
Caillol doubtless explains the notable absence
in The Edge of the Sword of any national
feeling for France.” Now this is indeed curi-
ous. It was my impression that the underlying
drive of the novel was a strong patriotic feel-
ing for France and consequently a deep sense
of outrage at those who were responsible for
her collapse. But suppose one grants the “not-
able absence” of such feeling. Mr. Tinkle
says this is due to the author’s preoccupation
with a working class organizer and anti-
fascist. Who then would represent national
feeling? Colonel Carvin?—(since ‘“The con-
flict between Caillol and Colonel Carvin is
the central symbol of the book”). But as the
reviewer himself notes, at the moment of
France’s mortal crisis in June 1940, in the
very midst of disastrous-invasion, the worker
and Popular Frontist Caillol “represents,
more than the Germans, what he (Colonel
Carvin) most fears in the world.”

And there it is in a nutshell. The supporter
of France’s “200 families” fears the French
people more than he does the Nazis. That is
the story of France’s betrayal, and that is at
the heart of Pozner’s exciting novel. That is
why Caillol and the other men of the ranks
are the obvious and necessary expressions of
a national feeling for France in the six weeks
of 1940 that the book describes. One either
sees that or one tosses the novel out the win-
dow. To attempt, as reviewer Tinkle does,
to rearrange the facts of life and the premises
of fiction, is fair neither to the author nor the
reader. Nor is it flattering to the reviewer.

I CAN'T resist citing a third moral for re-
viewers. Orville Prescott, who alternates
with John Chamberlain in the daily reviews
of the New York Times, furnishes the text.
The other day Mr. Prescott reviewed Flight
to Freedom, a volume of reminiscences by
Barbara Padowicz, whom he describes as a
Polish aristocrat. It appears that this volume
includes another of those tedious ‘“Escape
from the Soviet” episodes with which pub-
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lishers and movie producers used to insult our
intelligence. But here it is again, anno 1942.
Says Mr. Prescott: . . . they had exchanged
Gauleiters and the Gestapo for commissars
and the GPU” and life now seemed even
bleaker for Barbara Padowicz. Life in the
Soviet Union, land of her refuge—this was
in 1940—seemed grubby compared with “even
as poor a capitalist country as Poland.” All
of which, I submit, is odious, vile, and down-
right disgusting. To slander at this moment
a people whose blood is being spilled for the
freedom of mankind is not excusable even in
the book review, which seems to have become
the last refuge of libelers. I don’t see why
Orville Prescott, just because he writes for
the Times, should be exempt from reading the
firsthand Moscow dispatches of Ralph Parker
. that appear in his paper and magnificently
refute the Barbara Padowicz’s of this world.

Some weeks ago Bennett Cerf, president
of Random House, reminded publishers and
booksellers of their moral and patriotic re-
sponsibility to get rid of these viperous books
that spread the Hitler poison against our
Soviet ally. And just the other day, Archibald

‘MacLeish urged upon a convention of book-

sellers their responsibility to evaluate their
wares not as counters over the cashbox but as
repositories of truth. By and large, there has
been a healthy change in the book world since
June of last year. I think book reviewers can
chip in more than they sometimes do. The
Padowicz book reaches relatively few people;
but its slurs at our great ally are circulated
among hundreds of thousands of readers
through Mr. Prescott. The same goes for Mr.
Marsh. After all, you don’t have to carry a

" gun to feel yourself a soldier of the United

Nations.

BOOKS IN REVIEW

Nothing New Under the Sun

SHAKESPEARE
Knopf. $2.50.

IN HARLEM, by Langston Hughes.

BE ANGRY AT THE SUN, by Robinson Jeffers. Random
House. $2.50.

AWAKE AND OTHER WARTIME POEMS, by W. R.
Rodgers. Harcourt Brace. $1.50.

NONE of these three books is really some-
thing new under the sun. Both Langston
Hughes and Robinson Jeffers, in their totally
different ways, are writing as they always
have. Mr. Rodgers is younger and this is his
first book. But not even this young poet has
achieved either a new way of communicating
his feeling about the world as it is now or,
surely, a new vision of this world. With his-
tory moving so rapidly, poets are, of course,
having difficulty in writing at all, for poetry
is not mere reporting. Any poem must convey
an idea made feeling, and through words and
rhythms which are sufficiently emotionalized
to stir the reader. Poetry, in other words, re-
quires time for gestation.

If a poet needs a history, a culture, some-
thing implicit and of some duration to com-
municate, the Negro poet has this. His prob-
lem is old, his cause just. The culture out of
which he writes is more or less homogeneous.
The symbols of race suffering and oppression
are well understood.

This new collection of Langston Hughes’
“blues songs” is not unlike his earlier collec-
tions. These are the known lonely songs and
rhythms of his people, their love songs too.
Back of the simple rhythms lies suffering.
The poems are close to folk song. It may be
said, however, that they probably had been in
preparation for some time. They indicate no
awareness of the changed war world, they are
not even profoundly class or race-conscious.
I think on the whole they are a little too
easily composed. Folk poetry is always the
picture of a people. But a poet like Langston
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Hughes should have something more to say
than is said in these strummed out “blues
songs” which can too easily be listened to and
do not call forth enough thought.

Robinson Jeffers is entirely consistent, All
of his long poems have expressed the anarchis-
tic individualist’s annoyance with the modern
world. Long ago Jeffers said flatly that he
was more impressed by Nietzsche than by
Christ, by Freud than by Marx or Lenin. He
understood, he said, the guns and the air-
planes better than any of the economic
theories for “Utopia.”

Jeffers is a clear example of the poet who
remains a romantic and anarchistic individual-
ist in times which turn to other forms of
thinking. He is as disillusioned about this
culture as Eliot, but he thinks man should
return to the primitive and solitary. Nor does
he retreat in this last volume which was,
undoubtedly, composed before Pearl Harbor.
His position is isolationist, anti-Roosevelt. He
has a vague admiration for Churchill aroused
and England aroused. He understands (or
thinks he does) Hitler, the madman and
dreamer. He sees his generation after this war
as wandering between the “dogs” of Europe
and the “policemen” of America. His sons
are war age and he hates the war for that
reason. But he has long held that our civiliza-
tion was crashing, must crash, and has be-
lieved in Spengler and the cyclic theory of
the rise and fall of cultures, races, etc. So
much for his ideas. As for his poetry it is
prosaic, looser than usual in structure, flat-
footed and weary. And this book will feed
emotionally only those who can look toward
a god of violence and enjoy the fury of storm
because they desire the nervous exhaustion
and oblivion which follow. Fortunately these
are not many. Jeffers has been over-rated. He
is communicating only to such as, being sick,
would have sensation at any price, even the
price of death. N

The best book in this group is W. R.

Rodgers’ Awake and Other Wartime Poems.
Some of the poems in this volume were writ-
ten before the war, others more recently.
Rodgers is a young Ulsterman better ac-
quainted at this time than any American poet
is likely to be with the actual meaning of war
itself. The first edition of this book was de-
stroyed in an enemy bombing raid. And
Rodgers has the dubious distinction of being
hailed as the Rupert Brooke of this later war.
He is technically well equipped, better
equipped than Brooke ever was. But he has,
alas, been educated in poetry by the English
intellectual poets—Auden in particular. His
real world is distinctly that of the disillusioned
middle class. His acceptance of social reform
is an intellectual acceptance first and fore-
most. And consequently there is much in the
longer poems in this book which is pure rhet-
oric (an attempt to convince others) rather
than actual vision, imagination, or emotional
faith in a better future for mankind.

The rhythms here are often the down-beat
rhythms of disillusionment. The imagery is
composed rather than felt “ten-league boots
on brutality,” “oiled eyes,” “syrupy event,”
“sought in cinemas,” “trapped intrepid man.”
Actually this language reminds one of the
artificial pseudo-classic language as first em-
ployed by the very early romantics in pieces
about common man. And the poems which are
truly successful here are not those of intel-
lectual message artfully contrived, but such
poems as ‘“Beagles,” in which the image of
the hunted animal becomes the image of
hunted man—and because Rodgers has seen
and felt this fact emotionally. ‘

As for poems of propaganda, one must
honor this poet for trying to convey a message
of which intellectually he is convinced:

And let us like the trapped intrepid man

Who on the prairie hears the holocaust roar

And sees his horizons running to meet him

In mutinous flames, while the still grasses fill

With rills of refugees, let us calmly

Stand now to windward, and here at our feet

Stooping, light fires of foresight that will clean

And clear the careless ground before us

Of Privilege. So will that other Fate

Arriving find no hold within our state,

And we on our ringed ground its roar will
wait

Freely. Awake! ‘before it is too late.

This is deliberate anti-fascist war poetry, but
it is intellectual poetry. And purely intellec-
tual poetry is never very important artisti-
cally. It has the further fault of not touching
anything but the upper brain cells. It is not
emotionally moving. W. R. Rodgers, rid of
his contrived imagery, searching the actual
world of sight and sound and smell and the
language of the people who love ‘freedom,
may come through. He is turned in the right -
direction. But he had better stop talking
about the “scathing winds of hate,” “lariat
intellect,” “grass skirt insularity,” if he wants
to communicate to the English-speaking com-
mon people anything at all.
Epa Lou WaALTON.
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Lorca as Playwright

FROM LORCA'S THEATER., Five Plays of Federico
Garcia Lorca. Translated by Rickard L. O’Connell
and James Graham. Charles Scribner’s Sons. $2.50.

AFTER reading these plays I think of some
beautiful and vigorous South American
dancers I have seen, who at first seemed over-
hung with gaudy and foolish ornament. With
the graceful and firm lines of their bodies
broken or blurred by ribbon and tassel, they
seemed the victims of a wild and infantile
taste. Then they danced, and the ribbons
streamed like flames and the ornaments be-
came like visible currents and cross currents.

At first Lorca’s plays are as gaudy with
mannerisms, symbols, and rhetoric. On any
single page the ornaments with which the
writing seems overhung are like the dancer’s
painted wicker, glass, and ribbons, until the
dancing sets them in motion. Eccentricity and
excess seems to mark this overrich language,
this lavish rhetoric, these characters so symbol-
laden and so ceremonially formalized.

But as the drama proceeds, the vigor and
life and excitement grows; and one is de-
lighted with Lorca’s inventive energy. What
had seemed an obscuring overlay of rhetoric
takes on a special function, to impart an
added and, as it were, counterpointed motion.
For Lorca’s imagery appears to have functions
not ordinarily allotted even in poetry. Instead
of a limited function, such as decorating or
heightening the detail at which it is applied,
it continues and sustains symbols which have
a symbiotic life with the characters, about
whom they entwine, like tropic vines bearing
brilliant flowers, around the trunks of jungle
trees. The symbols have organic life and
growth equally with the characters.

Therefore, though any page one turns to,
seems to be overburdened with some extrava-
gance, with violations of the sense of reality,
yet, as soon as one is swung into the move-
ment of the drama, the action becomes vibrant
with reality.

Of the five plays given here, four, The
Shoemaker’s Prodigious Wife, The Love of
Don Perlimplin, If Five Years Pass, and
Yerma, deal with what one might call the
sentimental obsession of the first generation
of our century. This sentimental obsession, in
which men figure as beings of tortured deli-
cacy whose sensitiveness makes them insuf-
ficient to their direct and earthy women, may
be a reaction to the equal and opposite senti-
mental obsession of the Victorian era. And
it may be the rationalized and prettified ex-
pression of male shock over one of the chief
phenomena of our century, the emergence of
woman into work and the world. Its gravest
statement has been that of D. H. Lawrence;
its most spectacular, perhaps, that of the sculp-
tor Gaston Lachaise.

The Victorian sentimentality was the pres-
entation of the man-woman relationship as the
crude male invasion upon the sensitive female.
Thereby a male wofld that restricted women’s
activities, forbade her equal economic oppor-
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tunities, social liberties and political rights,
sought to make a symbolic compensation.
However, Victorian industry itself, with its
needs for women workers, and the destruction

“of the old type of homes began to force, as

well as liberate, woman from her former re-
strictions. The consequence as women emerged
and squeezed between men for a place on the
scene was the new sentimentality by which
men, apprehensive of their new position, be-
gan to picture themselves as the more sensi-
tive and romantic and women, in turn, as the
strong, crude, sensual, and invading,.

It is clear that Lorca was not particularly
reflective on the subject, had no urge to build
a philosophy on the theme like D. H. Law-
rence. He made use of it, because it was in
the thought stream of the time, and he put
into it the full play and passion of the poetry
that filled him. In his plays there is no expo-
sition of the idea but an artist’s use of it, al-
most as stereotyped yet as full of symbolic life
as the idea of the Virgin as used by medieval
artists,

Yet a certain change and development are
to be observed with the:last two of the five
plays, Yerma, and the one not yet mentioned,
Dona Rosita, which hint at the social con-
sciousness of the revolutionary writer. Lorca,
one feels, was growing into a profound ma-
turity when his tragic death at the hands of
fascists put an end to one of the most gifted
talents of our time. In Yerma, the woman
suffers and the man is insufficient but not
through his sensitiveness ; rather, now, through
his anxiety for the security that money can
bring him. The symbolism is very clear. The
man grows less as his flocks grow greater. He
withers. His life has gone into his herds, and
he cannot give enough life to his woman to
quicken her.

In the last play, Donra Rosita, a very vivid
symbolic picture is given of the mean hopes
and shallow malice of the petty-bourgeois,
and of the betrayal of life in the fealty to
money.

But this development, though a clear
enough direction, is not so marked as to justify
much speculation. The chief of Lorca’s char-
acteristics as a poetic dramatist remain in
these as in the other plays, the exuberant
rhetoric and the organic symbolism. These
add a poetic life of their own to the lives of
the characters who, despite stylization and ec-
centricity, are very much alive,

There is one more thing to be said. Lorca
loves human beings. He does not share one of
the literary diseases of our time, the astigma-
tism toward humanity which has made our
writers see human beings dwarfed or de-
formed.

For Lorca, human beings are majestic,
they contain the mystery of life, they
glow with it. It is with a reverence for life
that one leaves these plays. And it is in this
reverence for life, perhaps, that one may dis-
tinguish, most clearly, the people’s artist in
the complex, rhetorical, and almost surrealistic
poet-dramatist, Federico Lorca.

IsiDOR SCHNEIDER.
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SIGHTS and SOUNDS

WHAT THE ARTISTS WANT ,

Give us a chance to use our skill for the war, they say. Artist as soldier. How Great Britain and the Soviet

Union mobilized their artists. What we can do.

a call to the country’s artists to partici-

pate in a conference in New York City
June 13, 14, and 15. The subject of the meet-
ing will be: how can artists join in the war
effort, using their skills for victory? The
League was formed by an amalgamation of
the United American Artists and the Ameri-
can Artists Congress, veteran organizations in
anti-fascist struggle.

The artists’ problem is not so much whether
they can help win the war, but whether they
will be permitted to do so. This is the con-
cern of all intellectuals today, and no second-
ary matters, such as technical and esthetic
differences, should obscure the central issue:
will the artist, as citizen and craftsman, be
allowed to perform his useful and necessary
function?

The long history of the enforced alienation
of the artist from society need not be gone
into here. It must be pointed out, however,
that artists as a whole have never accepted
their position without reservations. Many
struggled openly against a servitude which
kept them from the lives and knowledge of
the common people. Who can forget the
names of Michelangelo, Callot, Rembrandt,
David, Goya, Delacroix, Daumier, Courbet?
And now today, Picasso, Orozco, Gropper?
Yet, never before has the revolt of the artist,
the breakaway from isolation and the return
to the people, acquired the character and in-
tensity of a mass movement. Fighting along-
side the trade unions and other anti-fascist
groups and similar organizations, painters,
sculptors, and graphic men have made the
public use of art a living force for progress
in America.

As in the past, the refusal of the artist to
conform to the taste and values of official and
private art patrons has brought severe eco-
nomic and even political penalties. The well
known artist, George Biddle, in an article
published in Harper’s magazine, September
1941, gives figures for the average annual in-
comes of artists in various cities: Pittsburgh,
$295; Chicago, $165; San Francisco, $510;
Cleveland, $72. This at a time when, as Mr.
Biddle states, “there is a greater curiosity
about art and a more intelligent interest in
it in America today than probably anywhere
in Europe during the past 400 years.” The
supposed ‘‘uselessness” of the artist does not
spring from his inherent lack of ability to
adjust himself to the needs of the people, but
to economic circumstances over which he has
little control. The unemployed artist, in peace

THE Artists League of America has issued
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or war, is no more useless intrinsically than
the unemployed patternmaker, millhand, or
carpenter.

The artists have a concrete answer for
those who cry that they think only of them-
selves and are not willing to make sacrifices.
Almost 100 Negro and white blood donors
from the UAA alone have responded to the
Red Cross appeal. First aid classes have been
organized. Union members are air raid
wardens, volunteer firemen, and ambulance
drivers. They have done volunteer art work
for the war relief agencies, the OCD, and
neighborhood defense groups (much of this
at their own expense for materials). Many
are serving in the Army, Navy, and merchant
marine; others are working as machinists in

the war industries,
A LITTLE over a month after the attack
on Pearl Harbor delegates from twenty-
one art societies, representing 10,000 artists,
met at the Architectural League of New York
to unite in one body for more effective co-
operation in winning the war. They formed
Artists for Victory, Inc., whose purpose was
“to assist artists in utilizing their special
qualifications to the best advantage.” A ques-
tionnaire wis broadcast so that some estimate
could be made of the abilities of artists,
whether for murals, printmaking, poster
work, illustration, photography, map-making,
or teaching. If little has been accomplished
so far, the fault can hardly be attributed to
unwillingness on the artists’ side.

The blame must ‘rather be placed squarely
on the small heads of those same reactionaries
whose attacks upon labor are sabotaging the
national war effort, who want to set employer
against worker, white against Negro, farmer
against union man, Protestant against Jew,
and handworker against intellectual. They
who danced on the floor of Congress when-
ever a measure to consolidate the cultural
gains of our country was killed ; they strangled
the WPA cultural projects in the name of
economy; and they now want to abolish the
forty-hour week for some other “noble” rea-
son. They want to prevent the artist from
taking his place beside his brother soldier and
worker, for this would be another step toward
the national unity which they fear. *

The effects of the attack on all cultural ex-
pression is clearly manifest on the local New
York art project. Artists have been forced to
abandon their creative work to perform un-
skilled labor for which no proper equipment
has been provided. Many have left statues

uncompleted and murals half finished on the
walls of schools and other public buildings.
It has become mandatory for every artist on
the project to be trained for some industrial
job—but at a drop to fifty-two dollars a
month, and with no assurance of his getting
such a job when he is through learning.
Meanwhile, one or two advertising firms have
sewed up contracts with the government for
work which these and other unemployed
artists might do more feelingly and at less
cost.

s THiS the role which the artist must play

in the war? Our allies do not think so.
Two months after the outbreak of war an
Artists Advisory Committee was established
in Great Britain, headed by the director of
the National Gallery. A list of qualified artists
was drawn up. These were to work on com-
mission, recording the events of the war both
at home and abroad. Public exhibitions of
their work are held.

The British government has bought the
work of amateur artists in the Auxiliary Fire
Service. The March 2 issue of Life repro-
duced some of these pictures, which illustrate
episodes of ARP duty. There have also been
poster contests for juvenile artists.

An organized effort has been made to do
something about the economic plight of the
artist. In October 1939, prominent British
artists held the first benefit show to assist
younger artists. Similar exhibits have since
been held under the auspices of the Institute
of Adult Education. The famous CEMA,
Council for the Encouragement of Music and
the Arts, is subsidized jointly by the govern-
ment and the Pilgrim Trust to give help to
needy artists. The CEMA also organizes ex-
hibits of ancient and modern art and indus-
trial design. More than 250,000 people have
attended these shows in industrial areas, where
they are held in factory canteens and restau-
rants. A particularly important exhibit was
organized by the Artists International Associ-
ation in the canteen of the Ministry of Ship-
ping.

In Britain the artists have been employed
mainly to record the changing face of their
country in wartime. Artists in the Soviet
Union are encouraged to engage more actively
in the war itself, and their work is treated as
an integral part of the military effort. The
Trade Union of Art Workers and the Union
of Creative Artists have organized workshops
for the production of posters and cartoons.
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Posters are executed rapidly, following the
news. They are exhibited in the now world-
famous windows of the Tass news agency and
thousands of reproductions by stencil process
are distributed throughout the country. A
special editorial board has been set up to dis-
cuss ideas and gags with the artists. The old
postcards with their views of city and country
have been replaced by cards with agitational
cartoons in bright colors, based upon folklore
expressions and humor. Satirical posters di-
rected at the enemy are plastered on every
wall in Moscow. All satirical verses, recited
and set to music, are illustrated. Groups of
artists have gone to the front and held con-
ferences with soldiers and partisans.

Even the normal cultural function of art
is not forgotten. When the artists of White
Russia were evacuated from their territories
overrun by the enemy last summer, they con-
tinued their work in other Soviet Republics.
No one shouted that they were ‘boon-
doggling” or that the government was “molly-
coddling” them.

‘What then can American artists do in this
war? The President of the United States has
acknowledged the artists’ acceptance of their
responsibility as citizens. In his address to the
nation on April 28, he said, “Our soldiers and
sailors are members of well disciplined units.
But they are still and forever individuals—
free individuals. They are farmers, workers,
businessmen, professional men, artists, clerks.
They are the United States of America.” The
artists ask for no more than the privilege of
assuming their duties, and of using their craft
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as one among many weapons to defeat the
enemy. They have proposed the unification
of all federal agencies dealing with art, such
as the Treasury and WPA, and the employ-
ment of artists on a non-relief basis. They
will do war posters, cartoons, silk screen
work and educational displays for the Army,
Navy, and government departments, illustra-
tions for government books and pamphlets,
murals and heroic sculpture and floats for pa-
rades. They can organize exhibits and other
cultural entertainment for the camps and ser-
vice clubs, working with the Morale Division
of the Army. They can contribute to the
decoration and design of war housing. They
can easily be trained for camouflage, photog-
raphy, map-making, and other technical
work. The old outworn distinction between
“fine” and “applied” art will be further
broken down by the tasks which the artist
accepts today.

Even more important for the artist, his
work will open to him fields of knowledge
from which he has long been barred by the
division of labor and social custom. He will
go into the laboratory, the factory, the field,
and into battle, learning to see in a new way,
comprehending the world of science, and mak-
ing human beings and human relationships
once more the subject of his creative labor.
He will use all the resources of the recent
traditions of painting and sculpture—post-
impressionism, expressionism, ‘‘abstract” art,
surrealism—but he will deepen the aim of art,
returning it to the humanistic strivings of the
people. As the League states:

)

From "Artists in the War," on exhibit at the ACA Gallery, 26 W. 8th St., N. Y. C., June 13-July 14.

. “Need creative work motivated by the
stormy passions or the tumultuous ideas of this
people’s war give rise to an art of lesser
dimension than that of the landscape, the still
life, or the abstraction? Need sculpture of the
heroes of Bataan, or paintings of heroes of
production be less dignified than a bather of
Cezanne or less inspiring than a ballet girl
by Degas? The answer has already been given
by such great achievements as the ‘Guernica’
by Picasso, the ‘Seventh Symphony’ written
for the defense of Leningrad by Dmitri Shos-
takovitch and by the wonderful art of the
United Nations. The best contribution that
the artists can make collectively to the war
will be through art. The nation has need for
paintings, sculpture and graphic art about the
great realities of the war.”

With this statement, American artists an-
nounce that they have come of age. Will they
be permitted to work for victory?

CHARLEs HumBoOLDT.

Exciting Soviet Film

’Red Tanks’’ clicks. . . . New Hollywood
comedy has ideas.

EITHER wholly documentary nor wholly

fictive, Red Tanks may perhaps best be
equated with some of our own productions
for defense, such as the recent James Stewart
short urging boys to join the Air Force. It is
the first Soviet film about and for this war
which we have seen here, except for newsreels,
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WIlsconsin 7-8250

VICTORY FUND DRIVE
FOR $40,000

These are our deficits — We are
counting on you to do your part

N
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and consequently has tremendous interest as
a source of screen ideas, over and above its
intrinsic interest of a powerful story straight-
forwardly told. Comparison with the Air
Force short reveals certain essential differ-
ences of attitude in film-making. The James
Stewart piece emphasizes its star’s personal
charm in making the Air Force attractive, as
well as such considerations as substantial
salaries, valuable training, and even the effect
an aviator’s uniform has on the girls. In ad-
dition, it makes much use of photographic ef-
fects apparently hastily imitated from Native
Land.

Red Tanks, at first, seems quiet and unas-
suming by contrast. There is no direct appeal
to the audience. An important thesis of the
film is the fact that tanks are as intensely
dramatic as the more spectacular and roman-
tic air arm, for in the Soviet Union, where
even babies are air-minded, there is no need
to direct attention to the Red Air Force; the
other branches of the service need it more.
This thesis, however, is developed not as a
recruiting appeal but as incidental to the basic
educational function of the film. Red Tanks
exists to show the Soviet people what can be
done with tanks.

This function it fulfills with enormous
power. Its cast is one of professional actors.
Its photography, on the other hand, sacrifices
the sleek glitter of studio perfection to the
dust of actual maneuvers, and thus gains in
realism what it loses in artfulness. Dealing
with an unprecedented mechanized advance
to capture a Nazi position, Red Tanks shows
us the terrible land battleships of the Soviet
reconnoitering, running down fleeing cavalry,
destroying artillery positions and crushing the
guns out of existence, leaping rivers like a
buck antelope . . . everything but flying. And
when Lieutenant Karasyov tells the captured
Nazi general, “When necessary, Soviet tanks
can also flyl,” you believe him.

For you have seen, in the film’s climax, a
procession of tanks descending a ninety-degree
cliff. Linked together by frail-appearing steel
cables, the tanks go at the precipice as a party
of roped mountaineers might come down a
sheer drop in the Caucasus. They are literally
like flies on a wall. And their subsequent
crossing of a river and magnificent storming

. of the Nazi stronghold seem almost tame after

their aerial acrobatics.

Nor does Red Tanks sacrifice human values
to the achievements of machinery. As a swift
account of a blitz, it must of necessity limit
its characterization to mere suggestion. And
yet the young soldiers of its tank crew emerge
as likable and believable figures, the Nazi
commanders are done with a wicked satirical
touch; above all, the warm human relation-
ship between Soviet officers and their men is
everywhere in evidence. Moments of humor
are not lacking, and the song of the Soviet
tank brigades is stirringly presented. In short,
Red Tanks does not neglect its entertainment
opportunities.

Far more important than these, however,
are the sober analyses of the problems of war.

NEW MASSES Classified Ads

50c a line. Payable in Advance. Min. charge $1.50
Approx. 7 words to a line Deadline Fri. 4 p.m.

APARTMENTS—ROOMS

BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED, modern, 3% Room,
bachelor’s apartment. Will SHARE or SUBLET part.
$35 month, Schechter, Ch 3-6654, 220 W. 21 St.

FURNISHED apartment to SUBLET. 8 Barrow_ Street,
Apt. 12A. 3 Rooms & Kitchen, suitable for 2 or 3. Con-
veniently located. Reasonable. Call after 5:30 P.M. All
day Sat. & Sun. Ch. 3-5254.

Share beautifully FURNISHED Apt., modemn, free access
entire apartment, Brooklyn Heights, telephone, very rea-
sonable. Reply New Masses Box 1796,

FURS

SKILLED FUR CRAFTSMAN with factory in whol
sale district offers you exceptionally low rates on remoa-
eling, repairing, cleaning, glazing and custom-made ﬁn
ments, STORAGE, PLEASE ASK FOR MR. ARMAND.
145 West 30 St., N. Y. C. Armand et Soeur., Ch. 4-1424.

INSURANCE

PAUL CROSBIE and CARL BRODSKY — whatever
your needs — FREQUENT SAVINGS, 799 Broadway.
TRADE UNION AGENCY. Tel. GRamercy 7-5978.

LAUNDRY

FOUR STAR HAND LAUNDRY—excellent work—very
reasonable—also FRENCH Dry Cleaning. Call & deliver.
404 E. 10 St. GR 3-1869.

SCHOOLS—INSTRUCTION

Summer term of THE WRITERS SCHOOL. June 15-

{:1.115")1311.1 dSix %-hour in}et:swe sessii)ﬂs.:t Tutlt:ion $15;
stablished authors as instructors. Register today.

Writers School, 381 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C. Mu. 6-8790.

SUMMER HOMES

For Rent. COTTAGE CROTON-ON-HUDSON. Liviﬁ
Rm., Bedroom & Bath. Kitchen electrified. Screen
porch., Until Oct. $350-$400. Gropper, Croton 3619.

For Rent LARGE HOUSE, Croton-on-Hudson. 5 Bed-
rooms, 2 baths & showers, large living room, large dining
room, kitchen electrified. Until Sept. 15, $700. Gropper,
Croton 3619.

VACATION RESORTS

FARM CAMP for Children. Swimming, Games, Handi-
crafts, Home cooking. $15 wk. $125 season. Booklet.
Separate_accommodations adults $19 wk. $3 day. Floyd
Wilson, Box 144, Woodstock, N. Y.

EAST HILL FARM, Youngsville, Sull. Co., N, Y.
Mountaintop hideaway. Modern. Colorful, rustic dini
room, Swim, tennis. And food! Mmmm! $20 wk., $3.
daily July 4th. Tel. Jeffersonville 78F21., BOOKLET.
Managers: Those Young City Slickers.

WORKERS REST—Reasonable. Furnished House, Bun-
galows, Rooms. Beautiful location near Delaware River.
Daily seasonable vegetables from our farm, Ars, ER-
WINNA, PA

WANTED—FOR NEW MASSES

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES
1985—November 19; 1936—All Issues; 1937—February
23; March 2, 9; October 12; November 2, 16; 1988—
March 15, 22, 29; April 12; September 20; 1939—
May 2, 16; August 29; November 28; 1940—April 2;
July 23; September 8; October 22; 1941—February 11,
18; August 12,

SUBSTANTIAL COMMISSIONS FOR NM SUBS will
be paid throughout the campaign for 5,000 new readers.
For details communicate with Martha Strumpf, Circula-
tion Mgr., New Masses, 461 Fourth Ave., N. 'g' C.
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STAY AND PLAY AT:

«’SUMMER -RAY

North Braneh, Sull. Co., N. Y.
Tel. Callicoon 95
Private Lake, All Sports, Dancing, Dra-

| ari , Musical Rumba

Bar, Broadway Theatre Artists
{GALA 4th OF JULY WEEKEND
SENSIBLE RATES
Erie R. R. to Callicoon

Daily—Buses Direct—Mountain Transit Line

Greyhound Terminal — 50th St. & 8th Ave.
CO 5-3000 City Informatiqn: DIckens 2-5786

MERRIEWOODE

A CAMP FOR ADULTS STODDARD, N. H.

FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT: Beautiful Highland Laks,
10 miles long, with good fishing and free use of boats
and canoes. Interesting hiking objectives through wood-
trails. F d hand| courts, badmin
shuffieboard, archery, riflery,

aroquet,
Intelligent, gay companionsh!e. $28 &
June 13-27, $256 weekly. OLIVE H. G. B

7 Wookl
RON, D

>0R"

as
S<ap

/7{,0 Followsrs of the Trail

Enjoy your vacatlon at Camp Followers of the Tralil.
Tennis, handball, baseball, ping-pong, swimming, dancing,
Del food—pl t at $18.00 per week

C. .
.50 for Saturday and Sunday. Fare ‘i:y boat 450 roun
rip, by train 87c. Buchanan, N. Y. Phone Peekskill 2879.

This Adult Camp . . .

in safe little sheltered cove near
picturesque Gloucester. Salt water
swimming, sailing, boating and
fishing on premises. Dancing, ten-
nis, trips and all sports. Six hours
by train from New York.

Write for booklet and rates

Gloucester, Mass.
ABRAM RESNICK
Director

LOCUST GROVE FARM
SYLVAN LAKE, HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N. Y.

A “smallish’’ Informal place overlooking miles of scenlo
Is in lower Dutchess County.

All sports—Barn Dances—Nearby lake—Open all year—
Just 55 miles from New York.

LIMITED  ACCOMMODATIONS — LOW RATES

GEORGE A. PODORSON, Locust Grove Farm
City Phone: SH 3-4716—Hopewell Junction, Phone 42 F 81

SACKS FARM

Most Beautiful Country. Acres of pine woods.
Tennis. Horseback. Swimming. Bicycling. Ping-
Pong and very good food.

Spring rates $20.00 per week. $3.50 per day.
Saugerties, N. Y. Telephone: 590J

Most enchantingly beautiful spot In the Catskills
Far off the beaten path. Elevation 2500 ft.

HELCREST Beavel!;xlilll Lake

Livingston Manor R. R. Station UNION GROVE, N. Y.
Phone Livingston Manor 218J11
Telegraph—Hillcrest, Livingston Manor, N. Y.

Delightful mile-

No social staff. Fine American-Jewish meals
June rates $19-$20 per wk. July, August rates $20-$24
—

Remember Last Year’s Fun?

GROPPER’S

Annual July 4th Party for
Anti-Fascist Refugees

CROTON-ON-THE-HUDSON
ENTERTAINMENT

$1.50 includes dinner—75¢ general adm.
from 4 P.M. Reservations
JOINT ANTI-FASCIST REFUGEE

COMMITTEE

425 4th Avenue MU 3-0180
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This is the first war film I have seen which
actually presents a tactical problem and its
solution; the first which acknowledges that
the people, the audience, must participate ac-
tively in the conduct of the war; which does
not consider the technique of battle a pro-
fessional secret. This serious and adult ap-
proach is beginning to appear in our own films
for civilian defense. It should spread to all
wartime movies.

AT FIRST SIGHT. Take a Letter, Darling is
just another of the screwball comedies which
derive their humor not from their truth to
life but from their improbability. This is a
second-rate sort of laughter, depending enor-
mously on surprise. It does not live in the
memory; and, as almost all the possible film
surprises have been exhausted by this time,
the screwball comedy has fallen on evil days.
Take a Letter, Darling is certainly livelier
than most, being distinguished by its charac-
ters’ appalling honesty—they tell the truth
about each other, the advertising business, and
Daughters of the Old South. Many of the
lines are hilarious; the basic joke, that of a
female advertising executive with a male
secretary-gigolo, will do at a pinch to hang
a picture on. Nevertheless, and in spite of
Rosalind Russell, you might blow away the
film like a bit of thistledown, did it not con-
tain, like seeds in the thistledown, some ideas.

There is really no incompatibility between
hilarious comedy and deep thought, as Shaw
has demonstrated long since. It is hardly neces-
sary to say that Take a Letter, Darling is not
in the Shaw category; its flashes of honesty
and intelligence do not lead to any steady
illumination. As if by accident, however, it
makes at least one good point: that an inde-
pendent woman who earns her money is not
only more honorable but also more desirable
than a clinging female who proposes to marry it.

Considerable emphasis is placed upon the
first idea. Miss Russell, accused of being un-
feminine because she is efficient, blasts that
harem-minded absurdity out of existence with
all the considerable fire at her command. She
is effectively contrasted with a lady wolf from
the tobacco country—the “feminine” type at
its predatory worst. She is explicitly and sin-
cerely complimented for standing on her own
two feet like a self-respecting adult instead
of hunting a millionaire like . . . well, the
average Hollywood heroine. So all honor to
Take a Letter, Darling for this bit of sound
sense in the midst of nonsense.

Joy DAvVIDMAN.

*

HE subject of swing music is evidently agi-

tating the brain-boys of Hollywood. Fol-
lowing Paramount’s Birth of the Blues and
Woarner’s Blues in the Night, RKO makes its
contribution to the field with Syncopation.
Like its predecessors, it is saddled with a
puerile love story. But unlike the others, it
makes one or two manly efforts to evaluate
the history of jazz with acceptable accuracy.

- COowsS
COME HOME”

It's MORE FUN

At Beacon ‘

When the summer sun hegins to
shine—pack up and get set for
your Beacon holiday. All favorite
sports for you ambitious athletes
. « for more leisurely folk,
quiet, picturesque spots to read
in, write or merely dream. . . .
Entertainment, too, and daneing
each night in the week . . . in the
words of Ezra, “a happy-go-lucky
vaeation!"

Weekly Shosws AUl Sports
== SALLY WALTER =

And Her Band—BEACON BUDDIES {
Only 50 Miles from N. Y. C.

Rates $21 wk.

Camp ears leave daily
$3.75 day

from N. Y. Office

> ;TILL THE V7

0_BRONX PK, E.- N.Y. - OLIN 5-6900{

"0 at
Camp UNITY

FOR YOUR JOYFUL
JUNE VACATIONS

Perry Harte, fresh from Broadway,
directs a crew of twelve top-
notch singers, dancers and come-
dians transplanted direct from
the city's stage successes. . . .

FRANKIE NEWTON'S

GAY AND FRIENDLY BAND

Informal socials every night,
spirited sports, and a gay young

crowd . . . delicious food and
plenty of funl

Handball Concerts Swimming
Tennis Revues Boatin
Horseshoes  Swell Food Baseball

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW!

Rates: $24-25 wk., $4.50 day
Off.: 1 Union Sq. Phone AL 4-8024

e LN]

WINGDALE 2461

Office, | Union Sa., N. Y. C. AL- 4.8024

WINGDALE ~. v.

WELCOME
MINUTE MAN
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There I8 something new in Campe
—=spacious, charming, magnificens, yet
simplicity prevails

at CAMP

COLEBROOK

Colebrook River Conn.

In the Berkshires; alt. 1500 f8.
Formerly an ezclusive Oountry Clud
in lake, sur ded by 320 Acres of

, Hemlocks, and Poplars.
) Artlsté& t.hloi(“legl?iz mrnwmg lake, besautifully landscaped,
i e fireplace,
v.al,gvl tennis ocourts and new oement handball
oourts.
@ Ping-pong, croquet green, archery, baseball
@ Dancing, rd 0Ci! ivities.

recordings, social

JUNE RATES $25.00 AND UP

. Write DIANA & ABE BERMAN

15 Sheridan Square, N. Y. C.—Phone: CH 2-7194 evenings

aveiowhead. &9([5/

ELLENVILLE, NEW YORK

Invites you to spend a delightful June vacation. Dance to
Foner Brothers Victory Swing. Enjoy all outdoor activities:
Tennis, Swimming, Rowing, Bicycling, Archery, R -
ings, Books, etc. Rates Reasonable.

Write or phone Ellenville 502

‘The wind, sun and stars’
seem ever so much gen-|
tler ac Plum Point, and
| you’ll enjoy complete relaxation. 70 green m...‘
" spacious lawns, filled with flowers and noble trees roll |
down to the Hudson. You'll find people whom you’ll
cherish, interesting social activities, all sports and &
hospitable table. Prompt reservations are advised.

Lum point

ATTRACTIVE RATES FREE BOOKLEY
New Windsor,N.Y. Newburgh 4270

FISHKILL, N. Y. Phone: Beaoon 727

8Spend a glorious vacation In 1100 acres of woods, trails and
scenio wonders. Wood-burning fir U I Isi
Indoor and outdoor sports.

Special Rates for Groups
Make Reservations Now R. R. Station: Beaoon, N. Y.

CENTRAL
VALLEY
N. Y.

o

Formerly Lewisohn’s estate OPEN ALL YEAR

§ hour from N. Y. 225-acre estate. Golf, Tennis, Swim-

ming, Blcycles, Handball, Ping-Pong. Games, recordings,

library, dancing. Exceptional company. Excellent cuisine.
Every comfort. Incomparable surroundings.

Tel.: Highland Mills 7895 Your hostess: Fannie Goldberg

71;8 WGoalaur)s

FOR T‘HE SPIRITED:

FOR THE LAZYBONES

Tennis — handball — swim-

ming — pingepong — bad. | Well-stocked fibrary — indoor
i S el | e — museal recorin
nary masterpieces — fishing | — open fireplaces — spectac-
— boating. ular country — good eating.

Rates to June 26th, $25 per week Tel.: Phoenicia 33F4
SIGGIE GOLDNER, PHOENICIA, NEW YORK

SPEND YOUR JUNE VACATION AT

CHI-WAN-DA

ON THE HUDSON
ULSTER PARK, N. Y. PHONE KINGSTON 1329
On the Mountain Lake Esopus, overlooking the beautiful
Hudson River. Social staff, dancing, all water & land
sports. Fine culsine, most modern improvements.
DIRECTIONS: TRAIN-BUS-BOAT TO KINGSTON
ATTRACTIVE LOW JUNE RATES

J. 1. Doroshkin, Director, 545 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. C.
MU 2-4217 — DI 2-4743

MAMANASCO LAKE LODGE

RIDGEFIELD, CONN. PHONE: 820
Welcome Glorious Summer at a luxurious country estate
oonverted Into a vacation paradise. Magnificent lake—all
water sports, 1olf. tennis, riding. Dancing, recordings, fine
library. 50 milos from New .

OPEN ALL YEAR.
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For one thing, the film admits that swing
is original with the Negro people and not
with the big-name radio bands or itinerant
white crooners. What is even more to the
point, the young white trumpet player hero
learns the fine points of his craft from a
Negro exponent of New Orleans jazz. That
kind of admission is almost high courage for
the movie moguls. But remembering at the last
moment that “business is business,” a ripe
piece of Jim Crow is inserted into the scene.
When the said hero asks to be allowed to
play with the Negro band, he is tossed a
trumpet which is carefully stressed to be new
and not blown into before.

For the rest, the Negroes in the film are
treated with rare decency, and except for
the one malodorous incident, this is the kind
of attitude you would expect from Director
Dieterle, one of Hollywood’s most enlightened
men.

Syncopation, in a kind of loose way, follows
the spread and development of jazz as it
travels northward from New Orleans to
Chicago, and thence eastward to New York’s
bistro centers. It takes cognizance of the in-
fluence of King Oliver, one of the early jazz-
men of the South and the mentor of Louis
Armstrong, of Louis himself, tootling his way
northward, of Bix Biederbecke, the young
man with the horn, of the Austin High School
innovators, of Paul Whiteman and his for-
mal dance orchestrations that almost shackled
the free-playing jazzmen. It even includes,
through the device of a silly court trial, the
fight to get this “sinful music” accepted by
“respectable” society as an important folk art.

For once, also, somebody picked some solid
jazz tunes for the dub-in music. Some of the
finest recordings in the history of swing are
almost alone worth the price of admission.
There is “Jazz Me Blues,” a Biederbecke
classic, “Sugarfoot Stomp,” “Copenhagen,”
“Ja-Da Strain,” and others. But the incredibly
bad job of casting almost offsets the film’s
virtues. Jackie Cooper played the hero with
the horn and Bonita Granville was the other
half of the boy-girl chase. Even Todd Dun-
can, who plays the wandering Negro musi-
cian, was unpersuasive in his part. And some-
body should keep Bonita Granville from
playing boogie-woogie. She almost loses the
case for swing music.

JosepH FosTER.

RESORT NEWS

ITH the advent of Memorial Day, tra-

ditional signal for the revival of the
vacation and week-end habit, what remains
of civilian social and cultural life shifts its
center of operations from the city to the
country. Thus many well known singers,
dancers, actors, musicians, theater directors,
and the like are to be found introducing new
subject matter, new plays, new concerts, etc.,
at these vacation centers. Because many of
our readers have requested us to print some
record of these activitiess, NEw MASSES is
introducing this weekly column of resort

KE
REPAUTIFUL SYLVAY W

o

R. R. Station: Pawling, N. Y.
Tel.: Hopewell Junetion 2781

Only 65 Miles from N. Y. C.

EVERY CONCEIVABLE
SPORT & RECREATION
Golf FREE on Premises

Tennls @ Night Tennis @ Handball
@ Swimming @ Boating ® Horsehaok
Baseball @ Cyclln‘. oto.
SOCIAL AND ATHLETIC STAFFS

Our Food is Tops!

FOR THE UTMOST
IN VACATION VALUE
CHOOSE HILLTOP _

Under Direotion of—
PAUL WOLFSON & SOL ROTHAUSER
._Y. OfMce: 170 Broadway
Tel.: COrtlandt 7-3958

HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N.Y.

™ HURRAY FOR

g‘ Srenere roo THE FP.BWY
'& Boardisanover-\. -

0
¢

night success. Geared to wartime relanj‘
tion needs, the F.P.B.provides 31 different’
ways to enjoy a vacation. Woods to walk|

s in, lake for boating, filtered pool, FAST,
& TENNIS COURTS, 10 other sports, cnlinnr’{

masterpieces, interesting companions—

'w. plus the personal, friendly attention that
E your hosts pay to ecach guest.

/

R

SPECIAL"EARLY BIRD”RATES FOR JUNE
NEW YORK OFFICK Tel. LO$-$857,

WOODBOURNE XX Tel WOOBBOURNE 1150 §\1@/

lq 4
il dh -‘

{
ABELIGHTFUL HIDEAWAY IN THE MOUNTAINS x

A New Vacation Idea =2 2
Summer School for Democracy
at Fishkill, N. Y.—an 1100 acre estate

Reservation:
$30 per week for
accommodations

and tuition

in the Berkshire foothills.

All the Sports—all the Fun—all the
Entertainment—plus classes with
Dr. Howard Selsam, Morris U.
Schappes, Dr. Philip Foner and
others—equals a one or two week
vacation you'll remember all year.

For information:
School for Democracy
13 Astor Place
GR. 7-4086

Measure for
Pleasure

If you ecrave the light
hearted company of spirit-
ed youthful moderns . . .

if ‘you dream of eool

mountain air and elear

lake swimming . . . yearm
for home-like bungalows,
whistle clean and com-
pletely refurnished — like
your food yummy and a
little bit better . . . if
your taste runs to sports
that keep you on your
toes—‘‘get on board little
children” . . . your stop
is Allaben.

Opening June 19th

N
EN,

,i..‘m!-\f\?{\’aﬂ b

TEL. PHOENICIA 75
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of news of these centers, this column will
print reviews of the theater programs, when
they merit full treatment. This column - will
also take cognizance of the special war activi-
ties of summer resorts, whether it be parties
for the Army and Navy Funds, the organ-
ized sale of war stamps and bonds, or the spe-
cial considerations and plans for the caring
of servicemen on leave. If our readers would
like special information with regard to spe-
cific summer camps and resorts, such informa-
tion will be found in this column, provided
it is pertinent to the general character of
Resort News.

Green Mansions, which in the past has
housed such illustrious theater companies as
the Group Theater and the original Pins and
Needles company, has an ambitious schedule
for the coming season. Its Summer Theater
will be directed by Isaac Van Grove, the con-
ductor of the Chicago Opera Company. Both
plays and concerts will be done by a resident
acting group, of which the star is Natalie
Hall who used to act in various Shubert
musicals.

Lou Kleinman, who together with Lewis
Allen, writes all the material for the annual
Teachers Union and Lawyers Guild shows,
will be in charge of the staff at Chesters’
Zunbarg. Its chief assistant is Stanley Prager
who has been emceeing here gnd there in the
non-professional field with a good deal of
success.

Lewis Allen, ‘the composer of “Strange
Fruit,” will be at Allaben Acres. This camp,
which developed the energetic Allaben
Players some seasons back with Phil Leeds
as the mainspring, will have another fine com-
pany this season. Besides Allen, there will be
Al Saxe, director of Johnny Doodle and
Johnny Johnson, who will head the staff.
Sidney Bechet, that fine classical master of
swing, will be there all summer.

Camp Unity, one of the most popular, and
certainly the largest of the near-New York-
City-resorts, will feature the swing of Frankie
Newton again after his absence of a year. Bob
Steck, the Spanish veteran who was freed
from a Franco prison, will be in charge of
the social staff and Perry Harte, who di-
rected the American Youth Theater last win-
ter, will lead the dramatic staff.

The Foner brothers, those courageous teach-
ers who started a dance band when they were
suspended by the Rapp-Coudert inquisition,
will spend the summer at Arrow-Head Lodge
where they will not only play but participate
in dramatic activities.

At Maud’s Summer Ray, Zuny Maud
will be back again with his Jewish and Eng-
lish Puppet theater. In addition the staff will
include Katya Delakova, the dancer, and Lil-
lian Zahn, the singer and guitarist.

Many resorts have not yet completed either
their staffs or their plans at this writing.
However, this information will be forthcom-
ing soon and if we have not yet printed any
material about your favorite spot, we will
be sure to do so in the near future.

‘ )
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““‘Magnificent! Nothing in the recent history of the
American screen has prepared us for such power
and beauty!”

“One of the most exciting films of our
. . Demands the support of every
Ilberty loving, anti-fascist American!”’
—DAILY WORKER

N/ VV TOPS!
: Don’t Miss It!”*
——PM
Narration and Songs by
PAUL ROBESON

—NEW MASSES

" “A brilliant achlevement!”—N. Y. Times

| woRLp, 49w s1.7:722 25¢ i

Noon

See Soviet tanks swim and fly in the
battle for the Soviet Union.

Artkino Presents

“RED TANKS”

Cont. from 9 AM.—25¢ to 1 P.M. except
Sat., Sun., and Holidays.

STANLEY THEATRE
7th Ave., Bet. 41 & 42 Sts. WI 7-9686

(SCIENTIFICALLY AIR-COOLED)

Plus: Exclusive “Kazakhstan”—a docu-
mentary film; “Russian Ballet
Folk Dance” and Latest war newsreels:
“U.S.S.R. on the Screen” (No. 2, 1942).

and

20t ANNIVERSARY of MORNING FREIIEIT
Program

PAUL ROBESON

BARITONE

VIOLA PHILO, Soprano

Philharmonic Folk Chorus of 200 Singers conducted by
Max Helfman will offer:
1. Alexander Nevsky
2. Ballad for Americans
3. Judas Maccabeus

Speakers: William Z. Foster, Paul Novick and Ben Gold
Chairman: Max Steinberg

MADISON SQUA“E GARDEN

AIR-CONDITIONED
June 15 7:30 PP. M.

TICKETS: 55¢, 83c, $1.10 at Freiheit, 50 E. 13th St.
Workers Bookshop, 50 E. 13th St.; Bookfair, 133 W. 44th St

Doors Open
6 P

“A REPORT FROM THE BATTLEFRONTS” by

EVE CURIE

Just returned from a 40,000-mile flying tour of the world battlefronts—Libya, Burma
and Russia—MIlle. Curie will make her first public appearance in New York at

MANHATTAN CENTER MRS. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT,
331 W. 34th St. o
d
June 15th, 8:30 p.m. presiding

Under the auspices of the French Weekly — POUR LA VICTOIRE

Tickets on sale at POUR LA VICTOIRE, 535 Fifth Ave., MU 3-6208; 44th St. Bookfair,
135 W. 44th St.; Hotel and theatre ticket agencies. $1.65, $1.10, 85¢c, 55c.

PROCEEDS TO ALLIED WAR RELIEF AGENCIES

RUSSIAN SKAZKA

% Superlative Russian and
American Cuisine
% Soviet-American Recordings
DINNER, 750
Late Snacks 25¢ Beer & Wine
17 BARROW STREET—CH 2-9124
IRT to Chrlistopher St.
Ind. Subway to W. 4th St.

COOKE’S Storage Warehouse

209-11 East 125th Street, New York City
Telephone: LEhigh 4-0786
°

300 Readers Used Our Service

°
Est. 1861 Special rates to New Masses Readers
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