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Welcome ...

The sun was shining when Earl Browder came home. And there was
sun in the hearts of millions of Americans. They had worked to set him free
—steel workers, seamen, builders of tanks and planes, stenographers, doc-
tors, lawyers, garment workers, teachers, writers, artists, ministers, men
and women from all walks of life. And now at last “the quiet man from
Kansas” was free. A great day for American democracy. A great day “for
the war against Hitlerism.

The White House statement hit the bull’s-eye: Browder’s release “will
have a tendency to promote national unity.” And it was characteristic of
this great anti-fascist that the first statement he made on gaining his free-
dom was: “I hope everyone interested in my release will make it the occa-
sion to intensify every effort to weld unbreakable national unity under our
Commander-in-Chief for victory in the war.”

Congratulations to President Roosevelt for this great act of justice, this
vital contribution to national unity in the spirit of all that is best in America.
Congratulations to the four million men and women, the vast majority of
them non-Communists, who courageously spoke up and made possible Brow-
der’s freedom. Congratulations to the officers and members of the Citizens
Committee to Free Earl Browder, which organized the fight in his behalf.
Congratulations to those newspapers and magazines that upheld the best
traditions of a free press by urging Browder’s release.

Let the defeatists and fifth columnists growl. The freeing of Earl Brow-
der is the counterpart of the suppression of Social Justice, of the jailing of
George Sylvester Viereck, Laura Ingalls, and William Dudley Pelley; it is
part of the offensive against the enemy within.

The editors of New Masses warmly greet Earl Browder on this happy
occasion. His leadership will be a. powerful weapon in the fight against fascist
barbarism. Years ago he warned the country, urged American participation
in a world front against Nazi and Japanese aggression. And more than three
years ago, on April 2, 1939, he expressed the faith which today animates all
Americans: ~

“There can be no longer any doubt of the final destruction of fascism
and its elimination from the world. The only question is how long it will take
and how much it will cost. The people of the United States, among the first
ranks of the peoples of the world, have set their feet upon the path to that
end; and nothing will stop them.”







Setween Qurselves

Thank You!

Yes, it was YOU who made this issue possible. It was you,
our readers, who came to our rescue with the amount
needed to make up the $5,000 demanded by our printers
as necessary to the continued publication of the magazine.

Last week we gave you the granite truth of the situation—
that only $2,473 of that $5,000 had come in, and we had

just five days more to raise the remainder. Tuesday was

the deadline, ‘and you made it. You sent us more than
the $2,527 needed. That, and only that, kept us from hav-
ing to sacrifice all the planning and work which went into
this special Western Front issue. And so we thank you—
as a homely American phrase has it—'""from the bottom of
our boots."

The immediate crisis has been surmounted. But what of
the future? Remember, that $5,000 to the printers was sim-
ply payment on account. There is more owing—and there
are other bills. We can't get away from the highest pub-
lication costs in New Masses' lifetime. Neither can we chisel
down our budget any further. Our obligations to our read-
ers, to keep the magazine to a standard commensurate
with its function, is more demanding in these times than
ever before. Figuring it to the penny, $40,000 is the least
we must have. So far we have received just $17,152 of that

sum. Whether the magazine survives or not: that is for you
to decide.

'NEW MASSES—461 Fourth Ave..
New York City, N. Y.

Enclosed please find ... ... as my contribution towards meeting the
$40,000 deficit.

Name

Address

City State

e P — p— — — — —— —— o—— — — — — — — t—— — p———— p—

editor, goes particular credit for the
planning and editing of this Western
Front issue. A ‘“‘special issue” of this
kind—and this is our fifth in the
past three years—takes plenty of
planning, to say nothing of the leg
work, editing, writing, and so on.
But we may as well admit that we
enjoy it. There’s the thrill of the
“special”—and what is more’ absorb-
ing, more vital today than the topic
which gave rise to this special issue
of NM? We are printing extra copies
this week, and making them avail-
able in bundles of ten or more for
ten cents a piece. Here’s your chance,
if you want to introduce NM to rela-
tives and acquaintances ‘and at the
same time provide them with the
most salient facts for winning the war
in 1942. Just send us a list of ten or
more names and addresses, with ten
cents for each, and we will mail the
copies out. Or better still, prevail
upon your prospective subscribers to
sign up, starting with this special

issue. The subscription drive still
goes on; subs are the lifestream of

~ the magazine, never so important as

now. And remember—the Quiz Book
is out and it's yours free if you just
send in two new yearly subs.

Our discussion of the Western
Front will be continued in the next
issue with the publication of articles
by one of Europe’s greatest writers,
Heinrich Mann, and by General Ig-
nacio Hidalgo de Cisneros, who was
chief of the air force of republican
Spain.

Better make your reservations right
now if you want to be in on NM’s
Weekend at Plum Point, N. Y., May
22-24 inclusive. It's a delightful place
above the Hudson, fifty-five miles
from New York. In addition to the
usual sports, the entertainment will
include a theater program and music
recital. Joseph Starobin, NM’s for-
eign editor, will conduct a Sunday
morning forum. Further details will
be found on page 29.
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ASTHEADS are not exciting reading

but we should like to call your
attention to the new name on ours this
week—that of Herbert Goldfrank,
who has joined NM’s editorial board,
in especial charge of the magazine’s
promotion activities. Besides his long
experience in that particular field,
Goldfrank has been active in both
editorial and executive positions. He

was for several years an editor of
Sowviet Russia Today and national
secretary of the American Friends of
the Soviet Union. A native New
Yorker, Goldfrank has lived in Texas
for several years and has worked in
many parts of the country. We are
very proud to welcome him as a fel-
low worker.

To Joseph Starobin, NM’s foreign
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THE CASE
for the

WESTERN FRONT

The greatest battle the world has
ever seen is raging on the Eastern
Front. Will an invasion now of Europe
finish Hitler2 Is it necessary? Is it pos-
sible2 New Masses editors present
the evidence and examine the argu-
ments pro and con.

begun again in Russia, millions of Ameri-
cans are thinking about the possibility of
opening a Western Front against Hitler. In the minds
of most Americans, the issue of opening a second front
in Europe this spring and summer boils down to
two main questions: Is it necessary? and is it possible?
The instinct of every patriot is for the attack, for
carrying the war to the enemy, to meet him and beat
him as soon as possible. But in face of the fact that the
war must be carried on by our High Command, and
cannot be fought out in the front parlor, the average
man is prone to leave the issue of strategy to his
superiors. That is okay as far as it goes, but the ex-
perience of this war over several years has shown that
the issues of this kind are not merely technical. They
are broad political issues, on which the understanding
and self-expression of the people as a whole is vital,
and that in no way contradicts the authority which our
military leaders have vested in them.
Clemenceau once remarked that “war is too serious
a business to be left to the generals.” Today we would

NOW that the long-heralded spring fighting has



not put it that way, for there is no lack of faith in our
generals, and the war is producing really great ones,
such as MacArthur, Stilwell, Timoshenko, and others.
But it remains true that on such a grave political issue
as opening a second front, on which there are dif-
ferences of opinion in high quarters, an aroused, in-
telligent, alert public is necessary to bring the nation
face to face with the realities. Winston Churchill, in
his broadcast on May 10, welcomed the strong expres-
sion of public sentiment regarding a second front.
NEW MASSES thinks it can be shown that a Western
Front in Europe this spring and summer is not only
necessary, but vital and crucial for the whole future
of our fight. And the evidence that already exists,
available to the layman, convinces us that it is possible.

Is the Second Front Necessary?

Yes, we think it is, and for the following reasons:

1. America’s national interest, as well as the interest
of all the United Nations, urgently requires the open-
ing of a Western Front through a land invasion within
the next weeks and months. Unless such a front is
opened, we risk losing the war on all fronts, including
the Far East. This would mean not only the total
enslavement of all Europe and Asia by the fascist
Axis, but the end of the United States as a free nation.

2. A Western Front offers the possibility of greatly
shortening the war through a decision this year.

3. The smashing of the Nazi war machine through
a two-front war would constitute the heaviest blow
that could be dealt to the Japanese. It would create the
most favorable conditions for undertaking a large-scale
offensive to regain all the lost positions in the Pacific
and Asia and to end once and for all the bloated dreams
about a Japanese “co-prosperity sphere.”

4, The Western Front would stir to renewed and
intensified action the inner front of the conquered
peoples of Europe and Asia. It would end any lingering
doubts the smaller nations may have about the readi-
ness or ability of the United States and Britain to aid

" them in decisive fashion.

5. A joint British-American invasion of western
Europe, coordinated with the tremendous efforts of
the Red Army on the Eastern Front, would have a shat-
tering effect on the morale of both German soldiers
and civilians. It would hearten and strengthen the
underground opposition to Hitler, as well as deepen
dissension among Germany’s “allies” and within the
Nazi cabal, thus hastening fascism’s downfall.

6. Elementary considerations of morality and justice
require that the United States and Britain do not leave
the brunt of the fighting and dying to the men and
women of Russia. ‘

ET us consider some of these points in greater

detail. Taking the last one first: this is a war of
great moral objectives, and every one of the partici-
pants is being put to the test. The idea that there is a
division of Ilabor in which the Russians and Chinese
do most of the fighting, while we do not much more
than produce the implements of warfare and transport

them to the battle scene, is an immoral idea, repugnant
to every healthy instinct. It is all very well to be
amazed at the Russians, who have given over 1,000,000
of their best men thus far; it is all very well to applaud
them and congratulate what General MacArthur has
called the “greatest military achievement in history.”
But after all, this is everybody’s war: it is a war of all
democratic peoples against the barbarians. The fact
that Hitler has been successful in concentrating his
blows against one democratic country after the other
ought not blind us to the basic truth: that he is fighting
all of them, that he is aiming at the very idea of democ-
racy, at the basic idea of equality on which the Ameri-
can republic was founded, at the moral values and
aspirations of mankind. ,

But actually the idea of letting the Russians bear
the brunt of this war is not only immoral, but suicidal;
it works in the interests of Germany and against our
own Iinterests. What was Hitler’s great failure last
year? It was the failure to bring about an anti-Soviet
crusade such as he hoped would have given him victory
over Russia and would have spelled ultimate defeat
for the rest of the world. But if we and our British
allies continue to stand away from gripping Hitler in
a two-front struggle, that is almost as bad as if we had
cooked our own goose by falling for his anti-Commu-
nist propaganda. Only the discredited appeasers and
defeatists, the pro-fascists in this country, have urged
such a course. If we have come to realize that they are
traitors, if Coughlin, Pelley, Viereck, and others have
been silenced and some of them jailed, then certainly
we whose aims are so completely opposed to theirs
ought not to follow the course that they urged.

MAGINE the effect on the smaller nations allied
with us if we persist in failing to open a Western
Front. Munich and what followed after did incalculable
harm to the relations between the small nations and the _
two leading capitalist democracies, Britain and the
United States. After what happened to Czechoslovakia,
Spain, and Albania, after the inability of the western
powers to save the other European nations overrun by
the Nazis, the confidence of the peoples of those coun-
tries was greatly shaken, a confidence that began to be
restored with the great fight of the British people
against invasion. A similar lack of confidence un-
doubtedly contributed to our defeats in the Far East:
the peoples of Malaya, of Burma and Java, perhaps of
India, after watching us play ball with Japan for so
long, and not doing much for China beyond words,
simply weren’t convinced in time of our will, as well
as our immediate ability to fight, and fight together
with them as equals.

Now don’t let anybody say that the United States
is so great and powerful that we don’t need our smaller
allies. Yes, they need us, but we need them. One of the
peculiarities of the American position in world affairs
is that while we have had a great economic superiority
over other nations and geographically have been relative-
ly secure by contrast with them, nevertheless, once at-
tacked, we can only exercise our strength and translate
our economic superiority into effective military terms
through the strategic bases and positions of other
nations, many of them small. For example, we can’t get

A WESTERN FRONT TO WIN THE WAR



to Australia, and secure our routes there except via
New Caledonia and Tahiti, which the Free French
happen to control; we can’t get bombers across the belt
of Africa, except by courtesy of Dutch Guiana, and
free Belgium’s control of the Congo. Many more of
our ships would have been sunk this spring, and many
more good men would have gone down with them if it
were not for the cooperation of the little country of
Iceland, from which our convoys can be protected. And
so it goes for Egypt, for Iran, and many other small
nations. As a matter of fact, even China is watching
our attitude toward helping Russia by opening a front
in the West. As the New York Herald Tribune corre-
spondent Richard Watts reported last summer, the atti-
tude in China was that if Russia were let down by
the western nations so China might also be let down.
In other words, the second front is a great test of our
relations with all the smaller nations, with China, and
with the Soviet Union itself.

BOVE all, the evidence is that failure to create a
Western Front would risk losing the whole war,
just as failure to act for collective security prior to
September 1939 risked and in fact brought about the
loss of the peace. Why? Because if Hitler were able
to defeat the Soviet armies this year, or even if they
were rendered less effective by being pushed back to
the Urals and the mouth of the Volga, if control of
Murmansk and the Leningrad area were lost, Hitler
would have gained what is known as the cradle of the
world. That lies within a radius of some 500 miles from
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THIS CHART GIVES YOU AN IDEA of the problem
facing the United Nations. The precise figures are now
out of date, based as they were on the League of Na-
tions yearbook for 1939-40. But they do prove, before
Hitler conquered Europe, the USSR might have been
expected to face Germany, economically speaking,
alone. But Hitler gained vastly by his conquests, assum-
_ing that in some lines his production was damaged, in
others it increased. Notice also, that only when British
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Mt. Ararat in the Caucasus. If Hitler can win full
control of this region, it would open up the rest of
Russia, all of the Middle East, the northeastern gates
of Africa, and the highways to India. It would close
the Mediterranean, and enable Hitler to move through
the Red Sea, the Persian Gulf, and the Indian Ocean.
It would pave the way for a junction of the forces of
Germany and Japan—and the problem of prying the
Axis lose from such positions, of beating the Germans
and Japanese back, and then defeating them in their
own ground would be well-nigh impossible. And espe-
cially since the impact on Russia, on England, on all
the peoples of the continent, on China, on Latin
America would be terrific. ‘

Then where would the United States be? The truth
is that if we risk a German-Japanese assault against
the cradle of the world, where our Russian and British
allies are holding the fort, we are not only risking the
war for our allies, but we are risking equally grave
disasters for ourselves.

UT can Germany deliver this desperate blow
against our allies? Ism’t it true, says the timid
soul, that Hitler has already been gravely weakened,
didn’t he admit in a speech of April 26 that Germany
had barely escaped “disaster” last autumn and winter?
Yes, granted that Hitler has been gravely weakened.
But far from being an argument against the second
front, that’s an excellent argument for it. For if Hitler
cannot deliver the knockout punch this year, then the
way to finish him off is to deliver the knockout blow

[ ALLIED TOTAL

1,119.0 ‘

and American production are combined with Soviet
production, do we begin to maich Hitler’s economic
power. Of course, by now, Soviet production has
changed. One would have to include the rest of the
British Commonwealth and Latin America, as well as
the vast increase of British and American economic
strength, to get a true picture for the present moment.
But the main point remains. [Figures are in thousands
of metric tons, that is, add three naughts to each.]



ourselves. And now that he has launched a new offen-
sive against Russia is the time to do it. What a crime
and a shame it would be, if Hitler were given the chance
of recuperating from his wounds through our inaction.

But the truth is that we have no right to assume that
Hitler has been weakened to the point where he is no
longer dangerous. Secretary of the Navy Knox warned
us on January 14 that “Germany still has the greatest
military machine in the world.” If we want to err on
the side of caution, we have to assume that our enemy

is still very powerful, and perhaps a more desperate
beast precisely for having been so seriously wounded.
Hitler is tightening his grip on his people. He has
brought in Pierre Laval in France, and executions of
hostages are now a daily matter. The same goes for Nor-
way and Holland; in Yugoslavia, a wide offensive has
begun against the forces of Draja Mihailovitch, who
has been forced back into the hills.

And let us always remember the hard, real facts.
The war production of Germany and German-

Here’s How Others Feel About a Western Front

FRANCE

&y

FREE FRANCE AIDE
| ASKS INVASION NOW

Gen. Sice, Axis Foe in Africa,
Urges United Nations to
Strike at His Homeland

“Would Not Dare Fight Back”
On the other, hand, Generhl Sice

B | declared, an Allied invasion of

France itself would have the im- |

mediate and substantial support of

an embattled French people. Th°
ahal” of M.

HOLLAND

He declared himself “all in fa-
vor’ of an Allied land offensive
against the German-held conti-
nent, adding there was no doubt
that such a drive would be under-
taken. As for the fight now being

-Strike out to help Russia!
Strike out violently! Strike &ven
recklessly! But in any event such
blows that really help will be our
share and contribution to the
Russian battlefront,

1 behe\e in the Russxan system

which holds to the faith that the
best form of defense is atteck.
And I believe that Britain shoulg
adopt it by setting up somewhere
along the two thousand miles o

coastline now held by the Ger

mans. a second front in Western
Furope

No hope, then from Ita\ly>

On the contrary there is hope, more perhaps t:han
from any other invaded country; but it can be turned to
account only if a moral atmosphere is created not only
in Italy but in the world as a whole. Thanks to the hero-
ism of the Russians, time is, for the present, workmg
for us. But we have not a moment to lose. If it is essea-
tial that we open a new military front ¢o aid the Russian

resistance, it is )ust as important to create a moral front.
Nethino - Le -~ r

waged by the suppressed peoples
within Europe, he said the attitude
of all the occupied countries could

be summed up this way:
“We don’t want your pity. We

want your help. We are fightin
just as hard =
much more difficult condltion

“ng hi

i anowski.

Russia’s sincerity must be trust-
ed and she must be helped to the
utmost, he said, insisting that ‘“‘an
Allied offensive on the European
continent is indispensable at the]
right moment.” While not under-
estimating the importance of the
Pacific front, General Sikorski
maintained that when Hitler crum-
bles “the other satellites” wﬂl fall,

nat "98 or- 98
per cent of the people” were ready
to turn against the invader as soon
as the United Nations opened a
western front in their homeland.

The time to crush rutler is now. The means to
crush Hitler is a combined, as well as- codrdinated,
United Nations effort. The place to crush Hitler is on
the European continent. That is where his armies are,
that is where his industries are, that is where his bitter-
est opponents—the conquered peoples of Europe—are.
That is where the United Nations already have their
jreatest army in action—the Russian army.




occupied Europe is still vaster than Russia’s alone.

Even if we add the supplies which Britain and the
United States have sent to the USSR, it is probable
that Hitler still has the edge in this respect. Russia
alone cannot be expected to take care of the whole
continent’s armies, backed by the whole continent’s
productive capacity. Why should we leave it entirely
to another country to defend us? It is too great a

gamble.

But is there any alternative except the risk of being

defeated this year? Well, there is the alternative that,
having escaped actual defeat, we would face a long-
drawn-out and difficult struggle that would be far more
costly than it need be. If we don’t make this war deci-
sive for us this year, we may have to fight, not from
bases that we now control, but for bases that the enemy
will control. That will mean not only the sacrifice of
millions of English, Yugoslav, Dutch, Norwegian,
Polish, Czech, Chinese, and Russian lives—but the
lives of millions of our fellow-Americans as well,

Heads of the governments in exile want it. Dorothy Thompson says the Russian position is vital.
Beaverbrook, Max Werner, Donald Mitchell, Wendell Willkie, Henry L. Stimson on "'the offensive."

Anybody can understand Sun Tzu, an
anybody can understand Mr. Maisky, the
Soviet Ambassador, who had a few meas-
ured words. to say in London on Wednes-
day last. Mr. Maisky thinks that 1942 and
not 1943 is the year. The place is Russia,
the time is now, and the strategy is not
to let the enemy concentrate but strike
him with all we have in the place he least
expects it, while he is tied up in the place
where he is compelled to be,

Mr. Maisky points out that we know
the situation now, the Initiative now is

. ours, and that may not be true a year
from now. And, in his mind, that fact is
more tmportant thar whether we will have
more tanks and planes in 1943

these factors must be calnii;

The British army and thc American land force
hurled against the Third Reich may become decisive
factors even in 1942. A BEF and AEF may under cer- ,
tain circumstarices occupy key positions this year. Strate-
gic initiative on the part of Bntam may Bnng about thg

l_ .

turn. In the camp of

But can an);body .
seriously think that a British-American expeditionary
force, disembarking in 1943 or 1944 at the best imag-

inable point in Europe, could accomplish the job of an

army trained in a life-and-death struggle with- the Nazis,
operating from its own soil with a whole nation behind
it? Once the Russian army is destroyed, there will be no
scrious chance of opening a second front in Europe. On
the other hand, with the Russian army at its full strength
and with the United Nations throwing their entire
weight into the battle, there is a chance not only of
stopping the Axis drive but of breaking Hitler soonet
than many people think possible. Under one condition:
that they strike this year and wherever it is possible to
strike. Because in my conception a second front does
not mean a single sccond front. If it is practicable to
strike at the same time through Portugal and Spain,
along the French coast, and through Norway, so much
the better. To open a second front means to utilize all
the present resources of the United Nations at the mo-
ment when Hitler launches his next blow, to provoke
a diversion and division of his forces, to give him hell !
from one corner of Europe to another.

aggressive action in

the ..ar against the Axis. “Let's
begin to strike” and “let’s begin to
win,” he said. P—
Mr. Willkie, who spoke at the
annual awards dinner of the Acad-
emy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences, said he was ‘“sickened”
by the emphasis put on purely de-
fensive war, and declared: -
“We will not win this war on the

erica must strike,
think in terms of attack and re-
phrase its slogans from defensive
terms to such words as ‘“victory
rallies” and “bombardment bonds.’
Mr. Willkie admitted that
n Japanese att-

In fact, the major feature of our 1941 plan for total war
was the formation of a monster A, E. F. to invade the
continent of Europe. This was not intended to be ready
before July, 1943, though Russian resistance was ex-
pected to be liquidated a year previous.

The unexpected strength of the Red Army and the
possibility of victory thus opened up have laid upon
us the necessity of invading Europe, if possible, a year
carlier than the date fixed in the original schedule. Since
our forces should, by preference, operate near those of
Russia and as far as possible from the main center of :
German power, Norway is clearly the battlefield indi

d. Norway, moreover, offers numerous possible land-

‘Every seaman who has kept the
ships sailing under the most dan-
gerous conditions is will'ng to
run any risk which wi’l make
it possible to bring the war to
the enemy and avenge t he
atrocities to his shipmates. A
West;:rn Front must be opened
immediately if the war is to be
prolonged indefinitely. It must

be done now, at once




And it would involve a more overwhelming trans-
formation of American society than we have had thus
far. Rationing of everything; a greatly lowered stand-
ard of living; more stringent controls over business;
much higher taxes. Not that Americans are not ready
to do everything they must for victory. But why make
it so much longer and harder and bloodier—and risk,
in addition, complete failure? If we threw everything
we have into the battle, compelled Hitler to fight on
the continent, cut the communications among the Axis
powers, isolated Japan and upset her coordination with
Germany—then even if all the fighting were not over
this year, at least the decision would be ours. Not only
in Europe, but in Asia and the Pacific as well.

As between victory this year and defeat, which
would you choose?

As between a relatively short war and a long-drawn-
out, difficult one, which would you choose?

UT what we have said thus far isn’t the opinion of

NEW MASSES alone. In arguing for the second
front now, we aren’t talking merely ourselves, nor do we
have partisan motives or the interests only of Russia
at heart. The fact of the matter is that the second front
is not solely a Russian interest, even though some of
its strongest and ablest advocates have come from
Russia, such as Ambassador Maxim Litvinov, the am-

bassador in London, Ivan Maisky, and the ‘“warrior
leader,” Joseph Stalin.

When you hear people say the second front is just
for Russia’s sake, remember back a few years when
people would say that collective security was just a
Russian interest? Remember the days when some peo-
ple said that the movement to prevent this war was
just an instrument of Russian foreign policy?

Ask the people of Spain, of St. Nazaire in France,
ask the 20,000 dead in Rotterdam, the millions trans-
ported from Poland, the men who lived on Corregidor
Island. Ask the schoolteachers and bishops of Norway
—how clear it is now that the fight for collective
security was a common interest of all the democratic
nations, and the fight for a collective military partici-
pation of all free nations in winning the war this year
is likewise a common interest of all the democratic
nations. We were late in the thirties. We cannot afford
to be late in the forties.

As Ralph Parker, the New York Times correspondent
in Moscow, reported on May 11: “A second front is
desired not as a means of helping to liberate invaded
Russia—the Red Army believes it can handle that task
itself—but as the only means by which the United
Nations can bring about a speedy victory.”

And in this opinion, NEW MASSES doesn’t stand
alone,

o e

New Posters are coming from all the United Nations. Here are two of them,
on the left from Canada, on the right from Great Britain. And both portray
the offensive spirit that the second front involves. They’re currently on
exhibit at the American Advertising Guild, 15 East 40th St., New York.
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Here’s What Military Men Think

Possible,Says Major Eliot

Interviewed, he says Russian effort is decisive
for the Allies. Thinks main blow must come from
Britain, with our help. Feels shipping is not
decisive bottleneck. Front must come as Nazis

are fully engaged in the East.

T WAS a sunny mid-morning, must have been close to noon,
and sitting in Maj. George Fielding Eliot’s study, you can
see east and north over the rooftops of mid-Manhattan. The

major is tall, kind of heavy, and a somewhat older man than
I had expected to see. He was in shirt sleeves, collar open, very
much at ease and relaxed in the spacious leather chair that
fronts a wide desk in the center of his room. Bookshelves reach
from floor to ceiling on three walls; the desk, shelf-tops, almost
every bit of available space is stacked with the latest volumes
on the war, with a profusion of magazines, academic journals,
newspapers. This is obviously a library and a workroom both;
the major commands it from the center, and sits sort of back
to back with one of his secretaries, who seems to be not at all
disturbed by visitors except to acknowledge the introduction
graciously.

I had a list of questions in writing, but it seemed out of

" keeping with the atmosphere to actually read them off. So I
started at random.

Did the major believe that a second front on the continent
could defeat Germany this year?

“No,” he replied without hesitation. “These Germans, you
know, are tough fighters. Wouldn’t say they would crack at
the first blows. Remember where they had us the last time.”

Suppressing a desire to argue the point, I fired the next
question :

“Do you nevertheless believe a second front is justified ?”

He answered “Yes” with almost the same precise forthright-
ness of his previous “No.” In his mind, the function of a second
front was essentially diversionary, to relieve the pressure on
the Russian armies, which were today the decisive armies on
the Allied side, and must in the interest of all the Allies be
sustained. Another way of putting it was “to prevent the
enemy from ever again getting close to defeating us one by one.”

And the way to do that, he phrased it almost as a formula:
“If you can make the other fellow draw away from what he
is trying to do, and force him to react to what you are trying
to do—why, then that’s the thing to do.”

As to where the front should come, Major Eliot thought
that should be at any point where it would threaten the Nazis
most seriously. Anywhere from Norway to Spain, perhaps even
North Africa might be considered, but obviously the French-
Belgian area would be best. Later on we came back to this
problem and he put the matter somewhat differently: “A second
front should be opened at whichever place, by virtue of its
geographic or strategic position, would threaten the Nazis but
make it difficult for them to get at in full force.”

How did he think the attitude of the conquered peoples
ought to influence military judgments in opening a second
front? He asked me to repeat that.

Well, it would depend on the degree to which these peoples
had already been disarmed, or could readily be armed again.
Frankly, he didn’t know. There was certainly active hostility
to the Nazis in Norway; how much arms the boys up in the
hills there had was hard to say. He doubted whether France
was ripe, whether people would rally to the invading armies.
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Maj. George Fielding Eliot ““. . . Not the cost, but the upkeep”

(As I think about it, this was before the news of how the
St. Nazaire population assisted the Commandos.)

As for Spain, he was dubious. For one thing an Allied land-
ing in Spain might not be considered of vital menace by the
Germans. “After all, once you are in Spain, where are you?
Mostly threatening the frontier of France.” He was afraid the
health of the Spanish people had been undermined: disease and
general hopelessness must have taken a heavy toll. Again I had
to remember that this was an interview and not a debate.

We went on to the problem of just what a second front
would amount to. He swung round in the chair, peered over
his clasped hands in the general direction of Harlem. Whether
it should be a full-fledged front, or a series of hit and run raids
that might ultimately become a front, depended altogether on
their relative effectiveness in drawing pressure off the Russians.
As this war has taught us, of course, air power alone could
not be decisive. But raids of the size of those over Rostock and
Luebeck must have the Nazis really worried, or raids of the
scope of those over Pilsen and Augsburg. “It is as though cities
the size of Scranton or Camden were being bombed day after
day, thirty or forty percent of them just wiped out. They just
can’t laugh that off.” And if sustained, it would certainly force
the Nazis to take special defensive measures or retaliation such
as must weaken their effort in the East.

He thought the British already had air forces for the conti-
nent. With American help, they certainly had. As for naval
support, he didn’t foresee any special problems. The British
have enough of a navy on hand, although there is the question
of giving these forces a continual blanket of airplanes.

The chief obstacle would be merchant shipping. Now how
did that shape up? Well, shipping is needed for transport of
troops and supplies to all the far-flung lines of the United
Nations, the north Atlantic, Murmansk, the Persian Gulf,
when the rail-lines are completed, and then there’s Australia,
which, for example, now depends on us and South America
for all its oil.

So shipping is a headache. But the way to overcome it was,
first, to build more ships, second, to take better care of the
ships we have, not only in loading and so forth, but in better
protection of our convoys, and third, by attacking the bases
from which enemy ships, subs, and planes come over.

I interrupted to suggest that maybe if all normal shipping
uses were curtailed for the sake of the Western Front, that
would help.

“Just what do you mean?”

Well, if we just stopped getting coffee from Brazil, or
bananas from Costa Rica, and if we just asked the British
people to do with even less than they were for the sake of the
attack. He cut in quite sharply and brushed the idea off. “No,
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that would take too long. Too much confusion. That would
be the way to prepare for a second front in '43 rather than
’42.” The thing is to use what we have, with absolute air
cover. After all, “it’s not the initial cost that counts so much
as the upkeep,” and you also have to figure what the cost
would be if the initial attempts fail. But a better use of ships,
plus air cover, plus the taking of chances, and “after all, war
is a matter of taking a chance”—and a front would be possible.
As to expected German counter-measures, they had probably
taken what precautions they could by now. Naturally you can’t
fortify a whole coastline. You have to base yourself on key
points considerably to the rear behind the coast. But actually,
if a second front were opened—and it should come at the
moment when the Germans are fully engaged in the East—
its most important effect might very well be on the German
General Staff. A conflict of opinion was bound to arise on all
sorts of things. Decisions would have to be made for shifting
troops, using of air squadrons that had been earmarked for
other purposes, etc. That would cause acute difficulty in Berlin.
The dilemma of reserves is what cracked the Germans the last
time, as General Hoffman describes in his book The War of
Lost Opportunities. That’s a book you ought to read, he said.
And what happened then might very well happen again.
Who's going to open this front? was the next logical ques-
tion. Well, the British would have to bear the brunt of it,
“having more trained manpower at hand than we could pos-

Maybe, Says
General Fuqua

It depends upon what happens on the Soviet
front. The war will be decided on the European
continent. Germany can be defeated more
quickly than Japan.

continent is the opinion of Maj. Gen. Stephen

O. Fuqua, USA Retired, military analyst for
“Newsweek.” On March 23 he wrote that Germany “in
her present plight can be weakened more easily, more
quickly, and more effectively than Japan” He sees
Europe as the locale where the United Nations can best
effect the juncture of all their strengths. “Our geo-
graphical proximity to our strongest allies—Britain
and Russia—makes it possible,” he wrote, “to combine
the might of their land, sea, and air power in one huge
one-purpose offensive against the Hitler forces.”

In the May 4 issue of “Newsweek” he wrote: “In
evaluation of the vantage position held by the Red
Army, great importance must be given to the ever
growing reports of a British-American offensive in
Western Europe. Every commander knows the dis-
turbing and depressing effect of an attack from the
rear upon troops in bhattle. The mere threat of such an
undertaking may halt Hitler on his present lines in
Russia, while the opening of a second front somewhere
along the Norway-Low Countries-France coast might
give to the Russians just that additional weight that
turns the balance in the scales.”

The following is the statement the general gave
NEW MASSES:

T HAT the war will be decided upon the European

IIT HE question of the opening of a second front is dependent
upon many factors, consequently it involves the use of many
ifs. By the employment of an if almost anything can happen to
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sibly get over it we made it our major war effort.” But Ameri-
can planes and crews and certain troop units would certainly
be necessary. But he quickly rejected any suggestion that the
American public was in any way reluctant to attack on the
grounds of risking our manpower.

“With the exception of a few home-grown isolationists,
there’s no reluctance about the attack in this country,” and
he said it firmly and with considerable pride.

Just where might the Germans move this year? Hard to say.
All the newspapers have been covering that. Most likely, he
thought a big German drive to knock out Russia, combined
with what he thought was a very probable Japanese attack
in Siberia. The Red Army, he was confident, could sustain
that, but that moment would also call for action by us. At the
same time, we would have to attack northeast of Australia to
take advantage of the Japanese operations northwards and se-
cure our communications.

Finally, I asked whether he thought there would be a front
this year?

Well, did I really want an answer to that, or just a guess?

No, not a flat answer of course, but what did he think?

Yes, he thought the second front was called for, and as a
guess, he thought there very well might be one.

The secretary turned round from her typewriter and said
goodbye, too. And the major accompanied me to the door.

JosePH STAROBIN.

Maj.-Gen. Stephen Fuqua “. . . The continent is decisive”

Hitler this year, ranging from his total defeat to his complete
victory over the Russians and the absolute dominance of the
continent. For example, if the Russians can hurl Hitler back to
his own border, which they claim to be their present objective,
no second front will be necessary for ensuring the defeat of the
Fuchrer. However, if a second front is opened and another
Dunkirk should arise, then such an opening may not only
give no great help to the Russians but would be a real victory
for Hitler. However, if a second front was opened and was suc-
cessful in inflicting out and out defeat to the Hitler forces, then
of course, a second front would be most helpful to the Red
Army. In any event, it is my feeling that the decision to open a
second front on the part of the Allies will be deferred until the
situation on the Eastern sector is clarified. And this seems to
me to be a very wise procedure, as I can easily imagine, at this
time, that Hitler must be deeply interested in where the Allies
are to attack and certainly would like this information before he
launches his main offensive on the Eastern Front and thereby
commits his reserves to a definite course of action.

“It is highly probable that the intensity of the recent RAF
raids may be increased in their own right and by American
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participation to such an extent that the coming air offensive
could well be called a second front. In this connection it is of in-
terest to note that the recent raids of the Commandos have cov-
ered five widely separated coastal sectors extending from Nor-
way to St. Nazaire. Therefore, it is highly probable that this
wide dispersion of attacks has forced Hitler to distribute his de-
fense forces accordingly. Again, it is barely possible that assist-
ance to Russia in aviation attacks and in giving her priority in
our distribution of tanks and planes might be an alternative plan

We Must, Says
Lieut.-Col. Kernan

He pleads for proper direction of the offensive.
Believes Italy is the best place. Urges concen-
tration of United Nations' forces. “’Our oppor-

tunity is now.”’

of war in the western democracies became afflicted with

a “fortress complex.” The classic strategy on which our
civilization was built—the strategy of David and Joshua, of
Alexander and Caesar, of Belisarius and Napoleon, of Ulysses
S. Grant and Nathan Bedford Forrest—began to suffer a sort
of degradation. It was thought that wars could be won by
defense alone, that machine guns in pill boxes, entrenched
infantry, emplaced artillery and concrete strong points, had a
superiority of four to one over the attack. It was thought, by
men old enough to know better, that sea power—the battleship
and the sea blockade—could be counted upon to protect certain
favored nations to the end of time. And the result of all this
was that peculiar military concept—you might call it strategy
without risk, or war without fighting—which brought about
the disasters of Sedan, of Dunkirk, of Singapore.

Now the American people seem to have made a remarkably
quick recovery from this malady of “defense thinking.” Every
citizen is beginning to realize that wars are won, not by sitting
still behind the ramparts, but by advancing upon the enemy
and destroying his centers of power. There is a rising demand
for an offensive against the Axis, and with this demand we
return to the classic strategy which is really nothing but com-
mon sense applied to war. It should not, therefore, be so very
difficult for us to reduce to strategic hardpan the principles
we have invoked. And I think that now we are ready to face
up fairly and squarely to the all-important question: ‘“How
Should America Take the Offensive?”

Now, there are three principles here which we must apply;
three ways in which we can reduce, you might say, to strategic
hardpan, the principles which this offensive idea involves:

First: Our thrust at the Axis should have the proper direc-
tion.

DURING the first quarter of the twentieth century, the art

The strategic direction given our main effort (and in war
there can only be one main effort) should be such that our
victory, when it comes, must be decisive. Now there is only
one theater that satisfies this condition of decisiveness, and that
is Europe. Therefore, our main effort should be directed toward
the destruction of the Axis center of power in Europe. We
must strike down Adolf Hitler. There are many points where
our landing may be made, but none, in my opinion, is equal in
strategic value to Italy, where we gain at one time the entrance
to Germany’s back door and the domination of a great strategic
area—the Mediterranean.

Second: We must concentrate our forces.
This principle demands that we strike where we can bring
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in lieu of the actual opening of a second land front. On the
other hand, the situation in the East may require an actual
landing of troops on the continent. And if this latter contingency
should arise I'm sure the so-called second front will be opened.

“To sum up—I believe the Allies’ estimate of the situation
is in a fluid state and is being brought up to date daily and
that the final decision of opening a second land front will rest on
the results of what is now happening in the Eastern theater of
operation.”

Lt. Col. W. F. Kernan “. . . Direction, Concentration, Timing”

a preponderance of force against that center of power which
we have selected for destruction, namely, Germany. And here
again the right recognition of a magnificent strategic oppor-
tunity indicates Germany to be our main objective. For Hitler
is now tied down, overextended in his Russian campaign. By
concentrating against him, we force him to take a dose of that
same bitter medicine which he has been dispensing to the world
for the last two years. Hitler, in his turn, must be made to
pronounce the fatal word “dispersion,” which, as the Great
Calculator knows only too well, will place his armies at our
mercy.

Third: Our blow must have the proper timing.

The three great strategic variables which, in their proper
combination bring victory, are time, space, and force. And in
this fight to the death in which we are now engaged we must
realize that the time element is all-important. We must not
allow ourselves to be lulled into a false sense of security by
the wishful thought that the war can be won in 1943, or 1944,
when we can launch an overpowering array of force at the
Axis, and that this will be time enough. Our opportunity is
now, and we must strike soon and strike hard.

Therefore I say to you now: Let our armies come to grips
with this enemy with the proper direction, with the prepon-
derance of force, and with the time element on our side—and
let us see what happens. Let the enemy’s forces, for once, be
too little and too late. Let us hear the enemy wail about how
nobly he fought—before he retreated ; let him enumerate what
terrible losses he inflicted on us—before he surrendered. Let
us, in short, accord the enemy the privilege of licking his wounds
and prating of his heroism against overwhelming odds—while
we cherish the solid and substantial reward of a decisive victory.

The above is an address made by Lieut.-Col. Kernan on April 2
before America’s Town Meeting of the Air as part of a sym-
posium on “How Should America Take the Offensive?” It is
published by permission of America’s Town Meeting of the
Air and Columbia University Press.
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THE TASK IS CLEAR TO THE LAYMAN .

—Ambassador Litvinoy

2

What Would a

Second Front
Look Like?

We've shown that it's necessary. The military
men think it can be done. Clippings on pages
8 and 9 show what other people think. So
do these cartoons. And Tacticus visualizes in

words how a Western Front might be opened.

" The All Out, All In’

THE CHICAGO SUN

_ THE FACTORY GEN. MacARTHUR DEPENDS UPON

N
.

Britain must undertake the urgent task of landing in

force on a shore held by a determined and cunning enemy.
Details of this operation, invasion of Europe from the West,
cannot be outlined in advance, of course. Its character will be
molded by a hundred events between now and the zero hour,
some in far off theaters, some in Europe itself, whose precise
shape cannot be foretold. But the broad picture can be worked
out easily enough.

Under exceptional circumstances, land and sea forces with
only limited air support might suffice for the establishment of
United Nations bridgeheads in western Europe. Because of
the Gulf stream, for example, the northern half of Norway
is shrouded in almost continuous fog from October to April,
effectively grounding the German air force. The fjords are also
ice-free. Landings in Norway at the right times in the year
would follow the classic military pattern. Otherwise, however,
we must prepare to gain control of the air—to flatten the
enemy defenses preparatory to landing, guard our transports
en route, and permit the use of air-borne troops—while deny-

SOME time this summer or fall the United States and Great

 DAILY WORKER

GROPPER

“JUST ABOUT THE RIGHT DISTANCE AVAY

ing it to the Nazis by force. Water-borne, plane-borne (both
passenger and glider), and parachute troops must all be used
to establish our toeholds.

This means that the invasion must come within 200 miles
of the British Isles. For control of the air can be won only by
land-based fighter planes of the RAF and US Army Air
Forces, for which Britain is the only possible base. Perhaps
tomorrow fighter planes will be able to do battle 1000 miles
from their bases. In 1942, however, 200 miles is the effective
operations limit of almost all the fighter craft in service.

Carrier-based aviation can’t be used to wrest control of the
skies from the Nazis, for ship-based planes are unable to meet
the Nazis’ land-based craft on equal terms. Half the British
and American navies’ thirteen to fifteen aircraft carriers are
required in the Pacific and Indian Oceans and for such other
duties as protecting the supply line to Murmansk.

HE coming invasion will be heralded by a sharp stepup in
the pace of Commando and air raids days or weeks in
advance. The raiders will attack not only the coast defenses

“"MAKING A BIG STIR"

but key rail junctions and transport centers leading to every
part of the European coast. (If we only bomb those leading
to the area in which we intend to land, we will tip our hand
to the Nazis, so all must be raided.)

The attacks will be carried out chiefly by daylight for the
sake of accuracy (although the cost will be much higher, too)
and in order to coax the Nazis off the ground, thereby deplet-
ing their fighter reserves before the main event begins. Enemy
airfields will be particular targets. The purpose of this is not
only to destroy planes on the ground and interfere with the
enemy’s air activities generally, but to reduce his use of planes
for reconnaissance—in other words, to blind him and keep
down his information on our preparations, The Commando
raids will seek out the Nazis’ soft spots.

Preliminary destruction of German transportation centers
is vital. The Nazis speak frequently of their “impregnable”
coastal defenses, implying that the bulk of their troops in
Occupied Europe are strung out along the 2,000 mile shore
from North Cape to the Pyrenees. This is so much eyewash—
for coasts are not defended that way. (Continued on page 18)
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Most feasible alternative in opening a ® I K N E
western front. Offensive would be co- i
ordinated from Iceland against Norway,

from the British Isles to the Low ccuntries Possible areas where the second front could be opened. Northern, Middle Eastern, and Iberian
and northern France. Has advantage of

striking toward the heart of German routes have been projected, in conjunction with a Soviet all-out offensive. First one strikes us as

strength, over the nearest lines from

) most feasible.
Allied bases. Note possible coordination

with Soviet offensive.

«
Alternative most favored by Col. W. F

Kernan. Theoretically, it would jibe with
Yugoslav guerrillas and southern Soviet
drive, to knock war-weary ltaly cut of
war. Strikes us as difficult since it pre-

supposes long period building up Middle Would combine British drive intfo Low
Eastern supplies, manpower and bases,

) countries and France with stroke through
as well as involving Turkey in the war. Portugal and Spain. Might also include
offensive action from Iceland toward
Norway and would coincide with Soviet
thrust in central zone. This alternative has
much to recommend it, though shipping
5 , < | . lines are longer than alternative A,



(Continued from page 15) Actually, only delaying forces
are placed along the shore. The bulk of the defending force
is concentrated at inland points, ready to be rushed to the
areas in which the invader’s attack develops. Otherwise the
invader would have no difficulty gaining superiority wherever
he chose. For no one can possibly have enough troops and arms
to be able to scatter them and still be stronger at any single
point than an enemy concentrated at that point. Most German
army units in western and northern Europe are at back-of-the-
coast rail junctions like Paris. Air attacks can thus limit the
dispatch of reinforcements for the units stationed on the shore.
Parachute troops are not generally used on sacrifice missions
where there is no possibility of withdrawal or support. Just
before the invasion is launched, however, it is not unlikely
that swarms of Allied paratroopers, and perhaps other air-
borne units, will descend from the sky to carry out demolition
work of a kind which cannot be done 100 per cent efficiently
from the air—destruction of the locks on the innumerable
canals which crisscross Europe and are a valuable transpor-
tation resource; putting wire switchboards out of action, etc.
Tricking the enemy into dispatching his troops to the wrong
place is another way to dispose of his reinforcements. To this
end, we are likely to send out many small forces, as well as
invading forces which are complete fakes—large numbers of
barges with escorting planes and warships, but no troops.
The area for our main landing probably will not be selected
in advance. We may send out as many as half a dozen fairly
strong expeditionary forces, with our main units in reserve.
Then, when we see where the Nazis have committed their
troops and/or where we are making the most progress, the bulk
of our forces will be dispatched there as quickly as possible.
Besides the Nazi landings in Norway and Crete, both of
which involved unusual circumstances, there have been only
two large-scale invasions of hostile shores since the Gallipoli
campaign in the last war. Those two are the Red Army opera-
tions in the Murmansk area and the Black Sea, and the Japa-
nese operations in the Far East. The Soviets have said little
about their techniques, while Japan’s have been witnessed by
many. Hence, we will use the Japanese system as our model.
At about the time that the half-dozen main invasion fleets
leave, smaller invasion units (air and water-borne) land near
an enemy airport (spotted by previous reconnaissance) roughly
within fifty miles of each objective of the main landing forces.
Seizure of the airport drives defending enemy aviation further
away from the areas it must defend, and makes possible much
closer support of the landing forces. Each captured airdrome,
of course, is rapidly converted (a matter of hours) into a base
for capturing the next airport, chiefly by the use of air troops.
In the meantime the invasion forces are approaching their

It Worked Before

objectives (traditionally in the middle of the night, although
the Japanese have shown that dawn landings are advantageous
because of better air support). The air-borne troop units are
taking off from their home bases, and constant relays of dive
and low-flying attack bombers keep up a drumfire attack on
the target beaches.

The Japanese invasion force generally consists of one or
more aircraft carriers, two to four cruisers, six to twelve
destroyers, and an appropriate number of troop transports.
We are likely to omit the carriers and include battleships. As
the invaders approach, the escorting warships lay down a
barrage, using regular land-type artillery shells instead of their
customary naval projectiles which are relatively ineffective
against land targets. The guns are fired at a high angle to
imitate the destructive effectiveness of howitzers.

The troops land in barges under the protection of this air
and sea barrage. In practice, we will undoubtedly use almost
any kind of barge we can lay our hands on. Best would be
either the air propeller-driven type used by the Japanese or an
equivalent American type, the Higgins landing boat. These

" are able to operate in extremely shallow water. The Higgins

boat, in addition, can be driven directly onto the beach or
rocks without damage.

The landing craft either will be armored or will depend
on high speed for protection. In any case, they will have
machine gun turrets forward to cover landing of the first men,
for the air and sea barrage must move back of the beach to
avoid hitting our own troops. The first men will be armed
only with what they can carry on the run—submachine and
light machine guns. They are a sacrifice unit to cover the land-
ing of others with heavier fighting equipment. Our invasion
fleet will include special barges, probably with dropdown apron
fronts (like the rear end of a dump truck), to facilitate land-
ing of heavy weapons. As soon as possible, however, the invaders
will seize a port with facilities for handling large quantities
of arms and supplies with greater ease.

Casualties will not be small while these units are on the
water. For the enemy can use many devices to make the in-
vasion attempt costly almost before it begins: shallow water
mines, well placed gun, posts, submerged oil tanks for the
release and ignition of oil on the surface of the water. No
great prize, however, can be won without cost.

" If the Allies plan well, their landings will be accompanied
by a series of risings throughout Europe, aided by the dropping
of other sacrifice parachute units far inland to disrupt the
German defenders in every way possible. And if all goes well,
the invaders will then move toward the inland areas on which
depends control of the continent. The second front will be a
reality at last. TAacTICUS.

Colonel T. recalls the campaign against East Prussia in 1914 and Brussilov’s offensive in 1916. How
Paris was saved. What the two-front war did to Napoleon.

just imagine that two men are dueling. Each one of the

fighters has his eyes, nerves, and entire attention riveted on
the sword, arm, and eyes of his oppenent. The bodily balance
of the fighters is attuned to the exigencies of the thrust and
parry. Now imagine that a wasp stings one of the fighters
between the shoulderblades. The wasp is not a deadly insect.
Its sting looks like very little in comparison with the flashing
sword of the man’s opponent. But the sting causes a nervous
shock, a muscular contraction, a shift of balance which at the
crucial moment puts the stung man off guard and creates an
opening for his adversary. The wasp does not have to be big,
neither does it necessarily have to be deadly. Its very presence

IN ORDER to understand the importance of the Western Front,
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does the trick. The stung man may crush it by a backhand
stroke. But still he has been thrown off guard and off balance.

This simple, nay, puerile—fable can be illustrated by mili-
tary examples. Let us select three from Russian history. It seems

appropriate because several million Russian and other Soviet

lads are carrying the hopes of civilization on t.heir battle-
banners. Let us look back 130 years.

In those days the Peninsula Front, in Spain, was actually a
“second front” against Napoleon invading Russia. True, it

. had not been formed to help Russia. It had already existed for

four years when Napoleon crossed the Niemen. But it did
affect the Russian campaign because Napoleon had 250,000
men in Spain, a fact which Wellington learned in December
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1808, by intercepting a dispatch from Marshal Berthier to
Marshal Soult.

During the advance upon Smolensk, Napoleon dallied re-
peatedly, anxiously awaiting reports from Spain where Well-
ington and Marmont were jockeying around Salamanca,
Wellington inflicting a crushing defeat upon the Duke of
Ragusa on July 22, 1812, and entering Madrid in triumph
on August 12. And it is quite possible that the delays caused
Napoleon to fail to prevent the junction of the Russian Armies
of Barclay-de-Tolly and Prince Bagration at Smolensk.

Be this as it may, there is little doubt that the presence of
the 250,000 French troops which were immobilized in Spain
would have turned the tide of battle at Borodino, where
Napoleon had about 130,000 men against the Russians’ 120,000.

The Peninsula War in itself was not a factor of first
magnitude. It was drawn out and inconclusive, but it became
an important factor the moment it began to serve as a “second
front” for the Russian campaign.

The two other examples are of a reverse character. They
illustrate services performed by Russia to the Allied cause in
1914 and 1916. We mean the campaign of East Prussia and
the Brussilov offensive.

FIRST, a few words on the Russian General Staff’s war plan
as effective at the outset of the first world war. This plan
had two variants. In case Germany attacked France variant
A (Austria) was to be applied with the center of gravity of
the Russian forces in the south for an all-out attack on Austria-
Hungary. In case Germany attacked Russia, variant G (Ger-
many) was to be applied with a concentration of Russian forces
on the northern wing, against Prussia. Right from Aug. 1,
1914, it was clear that the German attack was unfolding
against Belgium and France. Therefore, Russian variant A
became operative.

But on August 5 (the sixth day of the Russian mobilization)
the French ambassador at St. Petersburg, Paleologue, told
Emperor Nicholas II: “The French army has to withstand the
onslaught of twenty-five German army corps. I implore Your
Majesty to order your troops to attack immediately. Other-
wise the French army will be crushed.”

Through the Minister of Foreign Affairs the Czar let Paleo-
logue know that he had ordered the Commander in Chief,
Grand Duke Nicholas, to “open the road to Berlin immediately
and at all cost.” He said he now considered “operations against
Austria as secondary” (mind you, this while variant A was
still operative! What terrific chances were bemg taken to help
the Allies!).

Eager to relieve Russia’s ally, Grand Duke Nicholas gave
orders for the First and Second Russian Armies (Rennenkampf
and Samsonov) to invade East Prussia. The armies were far
from ready. The mobilization plan had been partly upset. The
supply service was not yet organized. The divisions were not
at full war strength. But relief had to be given to the hard
pressed French. The Russian armies invaded East Prussia.

After the victorious battle at Gumbinen (August 20) the
commander of the German Army in East Prussia, von Pritt-
witz, got very cold feet. His nervous condition was communi-
cated to the Chief of the German General Staff von Moltke
(the Younger, nephew of the “Grand Old Man”).

The German GHQ decided to send several army corps East
(the Chief of Operations Tappen says that six corps were
allotted on August 25). Two army corps—the Guard Reserve
and 11th Corps, plus the 8th Cavalry Division—sped East.

The strategic consequences of this shift are explamed by
one of Joffre’s assistants, General Dupont:

“, . . Two army corps removed from the French front The
‘double of the German Guards taken from von Bulow’s
Army and the 11th Corps taken from von Hausen’s Army. The
8th Cavalry Division goes with them. This measure (taken by
the Germans) may be our salvation. Just imagine the Guards
Reserve Corps in the place where it belonged, i.e. on September
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7 between Bulow and von Kluck, and the 11th Corps with the
Saxon Cavalry in von Hausen’s Army on September 9 at La
Fere-Champennoise. What consequences! This mistake of the
German GHQ must have made von Moltke—the other
Moltke, the Uncle—turn in his grave. . . .”

These army corps arrived in East Prussia on September 2
and 3. On August 31 Hindenburg (who had superseded von
Prittwitz before the battle of Tannenberg-Soldau) advised
Kaiser Wilhelm of the great victory over General Samsonov.

HE creation of this diversion which saved France on the

Marne cost the Russian Second Army 92,000 prisoners and
70,000 killed and wounded, as well as 300 cannon. The Russian
command knew that it was making a sacrifice when it crashed
into East Prussia without the proper preparations. The two
German Army corps never arrived in time. But they were not
at the Marne. This is what turned the course of the war. The
Russians had created a “‘second front” for the French and Brit-
ish allies. It ended in disaster, but it saved the common cause.

In 1916 Russia was again called upon to save the Allies.
On May 24, 1916, the Commander-in-Chief of the southwest-
ern front, General Brussilov, received a telegram from Im-
perial Headquarters which said that the Italian Armies had
been so badly beaten on the Isonzo that they “did not hope
to stop the enemy.” At the same time the Verdun mincing
machine was grinding away at the French Army which was
losing more men than the Germans who were the attackers.
Briefly General Brussilov was ordered to attack on his entire
front, although at a previous conference (in April) it had been
decided not to give him any reinforcements because his front
was expected “to remain passive during the coming campaign.”

The other front commanders-in-chief—Kuropatkin in the
North and Ehvert in the Center—were supposed to support
Brussilov (but never did, somehow). This was a complete
reversal of the whole strategic plan on short notice. (Brussilov
was ordered to attack on June 1, six days after receiving the
order which actually was turning everything upside down).

Brussilov’s armies were then facing 450,000 Austro-German
infantry and 30,000 cavalry, behind positions which were
considered “impregnable” sheathed with ferro-concrete, scores
of rows of barbed wire, etc.

GHQ advised Brussilov subsequently to retard his attack
by four days on the grounds that Ehvert was “not ready.”
Brussilov waited. On June 3 he was called to the direct wire
again and told to change his plans for a rolling attack at
several points simultaneously and strike only at one point.
Brussilov sent GHQ to the devil and told them that he was
going to attack immediately and according to his own plan.

There is no room here for a detailed description of this
magnificent operation conducted under such terrific’ odds.
Suffice it to say that between June 4 and Nov. 14, 1916, the
enemy lost 450,000 prisoners to Brussilov. One and one-half
million Austro-Germans were killed and wounded.

All calculations show that 2,200,000 men were moved by
the Central Powers to bolster the front against Brussilov.
These men were removed from the various sectors of the
Western Front. The Austrians had to discontinue their offen-
sive against the Italians. The German machine at Verdun
faltered and stopped grinding. The counter-blow planned by
the Germans to forestall the Somme offensive had to be canceled.
Rumania made up her mind and joined the Allies. The Allied
cause once more had been saved by Russia’s “blood-donation.”

LEAVING sentimental considerations of gratitude and fair play
aside, we still come to the conclusion that in all tight
corners the Allied cause was saved by a sort of “second front.”
A combination of powers operating on external strategic lines
can offset the advantage of the block operating on inner lines
only by striking at several points simultaneously. This is an
axiom of military science. And that’s what must be done today.
Coroner T.
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IU's happening in Norway every
day. People risk their lives to
harass the invader in all cor-
ners of Europe, waiting and
working for the second front.
Here’s a lad that risks his life
too, next to a wall on which
an unconquerable Norwegian
has written “Long Live H 7
(King Haakon VII), symbolis-
ing the people’s resistance to
the traitors and the invaders.
So the story goes in France,
Czechoslovakia, Holland, Bel-
gium, in the Serbian hills, and
the Greek mountains—a sec-
ond front could count on mil-
lions of deathless heroes that
daily risk their lives for us.

SECOND FRONT WORRIES NAZIS

Evidence of the great fear Hitler has of a two-front war. The telltale diplomatic docu-
ments. We can “‘expose his country, his party, and himself to ruin and defeat.”

of an offensive in Europe, one of the elements

that hasn’t been fully appreciated is how the
Nazis look at it. The fact of the matter is that if there
is anything the Nazis are afraid of, and have been afraid
of In their entire criminal career, it is a two-front
war.

In the summer of 1939, when Hitler was debat-
ing the problem of a non-aggression pact with So-
viet Russia, we have diplomatic documents to prove
that what he feared more than anything else was a
front of the western powers and Russia. For that would
have involved him in a two-front war, which he knew
at that time he could never win.

For example, there is a volume known as the “French
Yellow Book,” a collection of official documents pub-
lished| by the French government in the winter of
1939-40. On page 171 of the American edition, pub-
lished by Reynal and Hitchcock, the French ambassa-
dor in Berlin, Robert Coulondre, is reporting to his
government. The date is June 1,;1939. He says that
the higher authorities in Berlin know that, .

“If war broke out with Poland over the question of
Danzig, a general war would ;result.

“The Fuehrer has asked General Keitel, Chief of
the General Staff, and General von Brauchitsch, C in C
of the Army, whether in their opinion, under existing
conditions, 'an armed conflict would turn in favor of

WHILE we have been arguing the pros and cons

Germany. Both replied that much depended on whether
Russia remained neutral or not. In the first case, Gen-
eral Keitel replied ‘yes’ and General von Brauchitsch
(whose opinion has greater value) replied ‘probably’
Both declared that if Germany had to fight against
Russia, she would not have much chance of winning
.'..” and then Coulondre continues:

“The prevalent opinion at the Wilhelmstrasse is that,
if Poland does not yield, Herr Hitler's decision will
depend on the signature of the Anglo-Russian pact.
It is believed that he will risk 'war if he does not have
to fight Russia, but that if, on the contrary, he knows
he will have to fight Russia as well, he will give way
rather than expose his country, his party, and himself
to ruin and defeat.”

Now this is 'significant, not only for the light it
throws on that period but especially for the present.
Today Hitler is fighting Russia, and has his hands
full. Is it not clear that if he has to fight in the West
as well, then the chances are that we can expose “his
country, his party, and himself to ruin and defeat?”

Or take der Fuehrer’s statement, the day he attacked
Russia last June. He announced that he was com-
pelled from August 1940 onward to concentrate more
and more forces in the East, and that he could not
attack Great Britain because of a “tying up of such
powerful forces in the East that the radical conclu-
sion of the war in the West, particularly as regards
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aircraft, could no longer be vouchsafed for by the
German High Command.”

In other words, Hitler gave every evidence on the
day of the attack on Russia of his fear of a two-front
war, by admitting that his decision to stake all in the
East arose from the fact that Russia’s presence pre-
vented him from staking all in the West.

But an even more dramatic proof of how a two-front
war has haunted the minds of the German General
Staff was unwittingly given on October 2, the day
Hitler proclaimed that Russia was already beaten.
Everyone remembers his famous Order of the Day:
“I can say that this enemy is already broken and will
never rise again.” And the very moment that Hitler
made this idle boast, his press attache, Dietrich, was
reported by the New York “Times” to have flown into
Berlin with a flamboyant statement, radioed and re-
printed throughout the world.

What did Dietrich say?

“The military decision has already fallen. The rest
of the operations will take the course we wish them
to. For all purposes, Soviet Russia is done with. The
British dream of a two-front war is dead.”

Notice that last phrase: the “British dream of a
two-front war is dead!” In other words, at the moment
he announced his victory (prematurely as it turned
out) Dietrich was nevertheless thinking of the possi-
bility that the British might open a second front. He
taunted the British that their dream of a two-front

war was dead, but what he really reflected was the
nightmare that was haunting the Nazis—the nightmare
of being involved in a war on two fronts.

As for how the peoples of Europe would react—we
have ‘enough evidence already, in the way they are
sabotaging the Nazis, suffering death by the firing
squad, to realize that a second front would be the
signal for a vast upheaval in Europe. The sober com-
mentator Walter Lippmann, observed - in discussing
the resistance of the peoples of France (New York
“Herald Tribune,” April 18):

“The degree of Franch national resistance will be,
we may 'be certain, a direct reflection of the power
which Britain, America, and Russia can concentrate
in Europe against the German Army—that is, against
the power which dominates France. French action will
respond, more or less proportionately, to the action of
the United Nations. The French will acquiesce in
Laval if we acquiesce. They will resist only passively
if the Allies fight only defensively. They will come
forward to meet us as we go forward to meet them.
They will take the risks which are somehow com-
mensurate with the risks we take. The developments
in France leave us no choice other than to decide that
the main immediate theater of the war for us is the
peninsula of western Europe, of 'which France is the
center, as it thrusts itself out into the narrow Atlantic.
This theater of the war Is of paramount importance
in the year 1942.” Now, as for the German people:

It Could Create Revolt in Germany

Richard O. Boyer, who was in Berlin after France fell, as PM’s correspondent, believes a second
front could transform the German people into Hitler's executioners. His reasons.

people will not, indeed, perhaps cannot, successfully

revolt until Hitler has been dealt an overwhelming
military defeat. While history does not inevitably possess the
nature of a theorem in which if certain steps are taken specific
results are bound to follow, there is enough evidence inside
Germany itself to indicate that a second front will release
a sequence of events that will turn the German people into
the executioners of the Nazi regime.

I base this on conversations with dozens of Germans in all
walks of life, conversations which took place in the summer
and fall of 1940, at the very apex of German military glory
and success.

A German captain, for example, showing me through the
conquered Maginot line, gave it as his positive opinion that
Germany would have been defeated in the fall of 1939 if the
Allies had struck from the West while a large part of the Nazi
army was occupied in Poland.

“You can’t imagine,” he said in an English so Oxfordian
that it seemed rather startling, “how fearful the German people
were of war. They almost universally feared it and regarded
its beginning in Poland with grave misgivings. They expected
the French and British to strike across the Rhine. And their
memory of the last world war told them that a war on two
fronts was inevitably a war of defeat.”

He was a pleasant, pudgy little man, this German captain,
and he had been a chief bookkeeper in a large German factory
before the war. He was pleased and yet puzzled over Ger-
many’s lightning success. He took a map of the Maginot line
from the cuff of a sleeve of his green military tunic and
opened it.

ﬁ UTHORITIES have almost universally held that the German
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“Look here,” he said, “this map was drawn two years ago.
It shows the immediate sector of the Maginot line my bat-
talion was assigned to take. We found there wasn’t a single
detail in the map that was incorrect. My major told me today
that the information came from French contractors who had
built the fortifications.”

He was silent for a moment, and as we stood looking down
at the green countryside that rolls to the Rhine at Strasbourg
he slapped the map against his thigh, “They say it was a great
victory,” he said, evidently referring to the capture of the forti-
fications. He laughed. “The only casualty in my battalion was
one man. He stepped on a nail. The French fired only a few
shots.”

Again he looked over the pleasant countryside and again he
spoke. “If the French and British had opened a second front
while we were in Poland, we might have collapsed as quickly
as the French did.” Perhaps I seemed surprised, for such a
statement was surprising at a time when the whole world
regarded the Nazis as invincible. At any rate the captain said,
“Oh yes, it seems strange to say that now. But when the war
began, even the General Staff, or at least part of it, feared a

. war on two fronts and was against starting the war. Everyone

in Germany was tense while we were attacking in the East.
‘We didn’t breathe easily until the Polish campaign was over.”

I give this conversation at some length because it is typical.
The fear of a second front, so often expressed by Hitler, is not
the Fuehrer’s exclusive possession. Rather it is a national pos-
session; one might call it a national obsession. It is, too, a
national inheritance, possessed by every German and bequeathed
by the last war when Germany’s gigantic losses on the Eastern
Front fatally weakened her on the Western.
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HE importance of the second front as a factor in the defeat

of Hitler within Germany, itself, is threefold. One of the
great fears of Germans in 1940, almost a common denominator
of all Germans no matter what their class or opinions, was that
the United States would enter the war. It has, but the Ger-
mans are so insulated from world events that the full impact
of our participation in the war is not yet appreciated.

Not until American soldiers meet Nazis on a Western Front
will the devastating impact of American entry into the war,
with all its deadly parallels to 1918, be brought home to the
German people. When the first American troops drive toward
Germany from the West, the fear of defeat through American
entry will harden into conviction and be a part of a general
process of disintegration of the Nazi regime that may come
fast after it once begins.

Perhaps of almost equal importance is the fact that belief
in Hitler and the Nazis will be struck a deadly blow by the
formation of a second front. For more than a decade Hitler
has not only promised the German people protection from such
an assault, but has diagnosed Germany’s defeat in the last war
as a result of such an attack, has repeatedly implied that its
repetition in this war might be fatal. For the first time Hitler’s
bankruptcy will be definitively demonstrated. Until now Hitler,
through censorship and terror, has been able to conceal or
minimize his defeats, even succeeding to a certain extent, evi-
dently, in minimizing his reverses in Russia. But he cannot
conceal a second front, and his own words in warning against
such a front will glaringly reveal his fatal failure.

Finally such a front will dissipate any notion of a negotiated
peace which will avoid defeat. It will give conclusive evidence
that Britain and the United States are as determined as Russia

Richard O. Boyer. “. . . Revolt against Nazism within Germany will
grow in ratio to military successes on the Western Front.”

that Nazism must go. This evidence, so long withheld, will
strengthen the hands of all those inside Germany who see that
Germany’s salvation lies in the execution of Nazism.

Is there the stuff of revolt against Nazism in Germany? I
believe there is. I believe it will come actively into being, that
it will progress and move forward in ratio to military successes
on the Western Front.

I base this assertion on an extraordinary social phenemenon
which I witnessed and which has never been adequately empha-
sized. I entered Germany in June of 1940 just after the Nazis
had scored one of the greatest military victories of all time.
Yet even at this hour of supreme triumph the German people
were gloomy, morose, depressed, and were constantly complain-
ing. Grumbling and complaints were the common rule, not
the exception. Foreboding and worry over the future was

general not exceptional.

Even then I was told repeatedly by clerks, barbers, taxi
drivers, bus boys, hotel managers, teachers, stenographers, and
others, “Germany can’t win. America will come in again. It
will be like in 1918.” Even then the German people took the
British bombings very badly and the bombings in the fall of
1940 are almost as nothing compared to those they are now
undergoing. Even then the German people, at least those who
remembered the last war, had an instinctive understanding that
a second front would once again come into being and once
again result in defeat.

A second front will release this discontent, which un-
doubtedly has been silently pyramiding since I left Germany.
With military action released from the West, there should be
action, too, on the propaganda front. For if the German people
are often dispirited, if many of them hate the war, many are
also prone to inaction because they see no alternative but to
fight on in an effort to avoid a peace which they fear may be
more costly than war. Wilson’s Fourteen Points, no less than
the Allied drive in 1918, helped oust the Kaiser. Assurance of
self-determination, with the proviso that fascism must be for-
ever abolished, might go far in ousting Hitler.

The second front is the dominant factor in the world situa-
tion. If one is formed, all other factors combine with it to save
the world. If one is not formed, the war, and the peace too, re-
main a dangerous, contradictory jumble. But if a Western Front
is opened—and it must be—it will not only end in the defeat
of the Nazis but, before it does that, it will set into motion
forces that will attack Hitler’s rear in Germany itself.

Ricaarp O. Bover.

Here’s How American Labor Feels

MERICA’S organized workers, who

are building the tanks, planes,

ships, guns, and other munitions to

crush the Axis, are speaking up for a

Western Front. They know how im-

portant it is to put the squeeze on

Hitler without delay. Here are some of

the unions that have recently adopted

resolutions calling for a Western
Front:

Minnesota CIO, New Jersey State
Industrial Union Council, - Greater
Detroit and Wayne County CIO
Council, Greater New York Industrial
Union Council, Greater Buffalo Indus-
trial Union Council, Pennsylvania

CIO, Chicago Industrial Union Coun-

cil, Local 1114 (Chicago), United
Electrical, Radio and Machine Work-
ers, Local 719 (Chicago), United
Automobile Workers, Local 453 (Chi-
cago), United Automobile Workers,
shop stewards of Local 65, Wholesale
and Warehouse Workers, Baltimore
Industrial Union Council, Local 16
(New York), United Office and Pro-
fessional Workers of America, Local
105 (Chicago), United Farm and
Equipment Workers, Spencer Kellogg
local of District 50, United Mine
Workers, executive committee of CIO
Packinghouse Workers Union (Chi-
cago), Wisconsin State Industrizal
Union Council, Local 735 (Cleve-

land), United Electrical, Radio and
Machine Workers, General Motors
Subdistrict 4 (Indiana), United Auto-
mobile Workers, National Maritime
Union, International Fur and Leather
Workers Union (Fur Division).

Joseph Curran, president of the Na-
tional Maritime Union and vice-presi-
dent of the CIO, spoke the feelings of
millions of American working men and
women when he recently wrote to
Frank Knox, our Secretary of the
Navy:

“A Western Front must be opened
immediately if the war is not to be
prolonged indefinitely. It must be done
now, at once.”
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AND HERE’S PROOF IT'S POSSIBLE

You've seen the proof that it's necessary, that millions want it, that outstanding leaders call for it.
But have we got the stuffe All available facts about manpower, naval power, shipping, air strength,

show we've got it.

E HAVE now come to a stage of our discussion
in which all the evidence has been accumulated
that a second front is necessary.

But the question that may still remain is: whether
the invasion is possible. Of course, nothing is impos-
sible where the will is there; every heroic action of
humanity in the long annals of mankind has proved
many times over the ancient adage that “where there’s
a will there’s a way.”

But that is too general. Actually, we have evidence,
from the daily press, that the materiel for an invasion
of the continent is already at hand, is being produced
from day to day in the arsenals of our own country and
Great Britain.

Manpower: Various estimates have come from
Britain on how much of its force is available for fight-
ing. Some figures have been as high as 3,000,000. In
a speech on March 18, Lord Halifax disputed that,
pointing out that two million of England’s troops
are Home Guards, part-time soldiers who spend most
of their time in the war industries. Only 1,500,000 or
thereabouts, Halifax claimed, are troops of the regular
army. In an informal address before a Home Guard
unit at Westminster Palace, the Associated Press for
May 13 reports Prime Minister Churchill as saying:
“Now we have the best part of-1,750,000 men trained
to use arms.”

It can be argued of course that a large force will
always have to be retained in Britain, that the island
cannot be denuded of troops, and that is true. But from
any reasonable viewpoint, it is clear that anywhere
above a million Englishmen are available for offensive
operations. That’s a lot of men, apart from the Com-
mandos.

And the United States can certainly contribute a
substantial share. Estimates are that we have almost
4,000,000 men in training. In his last radio address the
President said that several hundred thousand Ameri-
cans are on friendly soil. So that perhaps up to a mil-
lion are already in a position for active service. If we
remember that there are millions of people who know
something about fighting waiting for us on the conti-
nent, then even if the Germans have 1,000,000 men in the
West, which is doubtful—most commentators say about
thirty divisions or a little more than 500,000—insuf-
ficient manpower can’t be considered an argument
against a second front.

Naval Forces: True they are dispersed on the
seven seas. But in the opinion of George Fielding
Eliot on page 11, England has enough of & navy
around her shores. She is after all the most power-
ful naval base in the world. Together with the air
supremacy which Churckil} told us as early as last
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winter the RAF had attained, naval units to support
an invasion cannot be considered a big problem. Espe-
cially if the ships now patrolling British waters defen-
sively were viewed as the spearheads of offensive oper-
ations. And after all, even if the second front were not
immediately successful, even if there were losses, the
Germans don’t have a navy to worry us. The idea that
England would be vulnerable to invasion, assuming
an unsuccessful effort at a front, cannot be based on
the assumption that the enemy would have gained abso-
lute naval supremacy.

Air Strength: Churchill himself tells us that
the Royal Air Force has supremacy in the West. Presi-
dent Roosevelt has told us that soon American Flying
Fortresses would be operating over the continent. Al-
most any day, you can pick out of the newspapers
items like this. Geoffrey Parsons, Jr., writing for the
New York Herald Tribune, April 23, from London says:

“Great Britain is now making four-engined bombers
at such a rate that even if the heaviest losses suffered
so far in mass raids of Germany were incurred over a
sustained period, Britain’s bombing fleet would con-
tinue to grow.

Or take the statement of the House’s speaker, Samuel
Rayburn, at a Texas Unity Rally on April 9:

“The United States is already making more than
3,300 planes a month. Administration leaders have every
confidence that the President’s schedule of 60,000 planes
in 1942, including 45,000 combat planes, would not only
be met but exceeded.”

Production: Almost any day, you can pick out
items like this from the newspapers:

Frank Kelley, staff correspondent of the New York
Herald Tribune, reports from Cincinnati May 13:

“The aircraft engine industry is producing more than
enough motors to meet President Roosevelt’s goal of
60,000 warplanes this year, and 125,000 in 1943, and the
nation’s machine tool industry, foundation of the war
effort, will outstrip the Axis powers this year with an
output worth $150,000,000,000.”

Or take some general information we have recently
been given on our and Great Britain’s production. In
his address to the House of Commons, January 28,
Winston Churchill declared:

“We are producing more than twice as many far
more complicated guns every month than we did in
the peak of the 1917-18 war period, and also of service
rifles . . . Tank production has doubled in the last six
months . . , Small arms production is more than twice
what it was six months ago. Filled rotinds of ammu-
nition have doubled in the Iast six months. These aré
fiot doubling from early very small totals, but from
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totals we boasted about as far as we dared six months
ago....”

On April 12 at a meeting of the American-British
war strategy board, England’s Minister of Labor,
Ernest Bevin, declared that Britain was now producing
as many planes as Germany and “within five or six
weeks, the United States would be turning out as many
planes as Germany, Italy and Japan combined. .. .”

On February 12, when Lord Beaverbrook took over
the Ministry of War Production in Britain, he was
quoted by the New York Times as having revealed:

“l. A new, very powerful tank or anti-tank gun,
‘better than the German 4.2, had been developed and
put in large-scale production; British output of these
heavier guns was going forward at a rate of 30,000 annu-
ally in December and 33,500 annually in January.

“2. During 1941, Britain sent abroad to all war the-
aters, including Russia, 9,781 planes while receiving
2,134 from abroad, that is, from the United States.

“3. During last year Britain sent 3,000 tanks, while
receiving 200 from abroad; and, Lord Beaverbrook
said, ‘it must be remembered that large numbers of
tanks from the United States and Canada went directly
to the Middle East.’” :

From the United States we have had many similar
statements, notably, that of Donald Nelson to the
American Society of Newspaper Editors, on April 17
that the combined production of the United States,
Russia and Britain is already much greater than Axis
production. And William Green, reporting to the
Executive Council meeting of the American Federation
of Labor in Washington on May 12, spoke of the “amaz-
ing Increases in the output of planes, ships, guns, tanks,
and ammunition since December 7,” declaring that
“America is now truly the greatest arsenal in the
world.” :

Now obviously, if all this production were ap-
proached from the viewpoint, not of scattering it, but
of concentrating it for the decisive blow in the West
this year, it’s clear that the job could be done. But in
any case, from these figures alone, it’s apparent, that

production can no longer be considered the obstacle
to the second front.

Shi pping: As for the bottleneck, which is supposed
to be shipping: Admittedly, this represents a problem,
but as Maj. George Fielding Eliot points out, it is by no
means insuperable.

For one thing, according to the United States Mari-
time Commission, we are now turning out two ships a
~day, and may be turning out three a day by the fall.
That is probably below the rate that the President de-
sired, but it is also undoubtedly more than the rate at
which the ships are being sunk. The Navy Department
has announced that 191 United Nations merchant ships
have been sunk since Pearl Harbor in Atlantic waters.
But from January 1 to May 10 the United States alone
launched 120 new merchant ships. Which proves that
while the shipping situation isn’t all it should be, the
bottleneck must not be exaggerated.

Let it be recalled that Great Britain inherited the
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vast merchant shipping tonnages of Greece, Norway,
Yugoslavia, Holland, Belgium, and a good share of
the Baltic tonnage. Recall too that the United States
took over a substantial tonnage of Axis ships in our
ports last summer. Then on top of the fact that be-
tween Britain and ourselves we hold a wide edge over
Germany and Italy (the important shipping tonnage
member of the Axis is Japan) it is clear that if properly
protected and concentrated for use toward opening a
Western Front, shipping obstacles can be overcome.
In NEW MASSES for May 5, our Washington
editor, Bruce Minton, assembled evidence to prove how
much could be done to improve the shipping situation.
Basing himself on reports which the National Maritime
Union, CIO, has repeatedly made to the government,
Mr. Minton showed that ships could be saved in the
short runs to Latin American and Caribbean countries,
if countries like Cuba were encouraged to grow their
own foods. Ships could be used better than they are
now if foreign seamen, like Greeks, Yugoslavs, etc.,
were permitted to man ships of any nationality instead
of just their own. Ships could be saved if arrangements
were made to use their cargo space both coming and
going from the West to the East Coast. Ships could
be operated more efficiently if such men as Rhea W hit-
ley, former Dies committee agent, were not in author-

ity to discharge radio operators on account of union

affiliation, a shocking thing that happened last month
and resulted in the idleness of ten vessels in New York
harbor in April alone. And all this is apart from the
problem of better protection, more rapid arming, better
convoying of our vessels on the high seas.

INALLY, certain drastic changes from shipping-

. as-usual could accomplish a great deal. Here’s an
obscure Associated Press news item for May 7:

“The Office of Defense Transportation has ruled that
all grain ships on the Great Lakes must cease carrying
their usual cargo and load iron ore instead. Effective
on May 15, the order brings 340 ships with a gross
carrying capacity of 3,000,000 tons under the control
of Transportation Director Joseph B. Eastman.”

It is true that this doesn’t necessarily add a single
ship for transport of supplies to western Europe. But
it strikes us as an example of a relatively simple mea-
sure for speeding the war effort generally. Three mil-
lion tons is three-eighths of the total tonnage the Presi-
dent wants to build this year, a lot of tonnage. Similar
abandonment of shipping-as-usual could work wonders
for the specific trans-Atlantic job that has to be done.

The point has to be made that in landing on the
continent this time, too many people are still thinking
in terms of the last war and failing to see the realities
and opportunities of the present. If we have our memory
fixed on the fine landing harbors of Brest, France, and
the bands playing “Mademoiselle from Armentiers,”
or “Tipperary,” and the generals saying, “Lafayette,
we are here”—then of course, the problem of getting
on the continent seems difficult. But if, as the Soviet
ambassador Ivan Maisky suggested in London, we don’t
think of this invasion as one in which the last button on
each uniform has to be buttoned, or the last shoe lace
tied in a bow, if we realize that it’s a problem of fight-
ing our way in—even recklessly, as Lord Beaverbrook
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MAN OF THE HOUR: One of America’s soldiers on
the production frent putting the finishing touches on
a howitzer. Every day American workingmen send reso-
lutions urging that a second front be opened. The
attitude of the men in the shops is that they’ll produce
the stuff this year for the boys at the front to use—
and bring victory in 1942,

A WESTERN FRONT TO WIN THE WAR

phrased it, losing some units in order to make possible
the success of others, then the question of getting on
that front in western Europe will not appear quite so
forbidding as it does now.

Three hundred thousand men were evacuated from
the beaches of Dunkirk in June, 1940, because it had
to be done. All kinds of ships from outboard motors to
destroyers took part. It had to be done. Men waded
down the beaches under murderous enemy fire to do it.
In the same spirit, it can be done in reverse. Only this
time, we have, as all the evidence demonstrates, the
available and growing might of our own country and
Britain to back our soldiers up.

So We Have the Stuff to Attack,
But There Are Still Some Questions

our problem. A Iot of people will agree that the
second front is necessary, and the second front
is possible. But they still have a number of questions.

For example, there’s the argument that a second
front can’t be risked because the defense of Britain
would be jeopardized.

Well, we agree, the defense of England is vital not
only for the 40,000,000 Scottish, Welsh, English, Irish
people who live there, but for all the United Nations.
But let’s ask ourselves, how it was that Britain got
into the terrible, defensive position of the past two
years. Why is it that Britain has been under such fear,
and legitimate fear, of invasion? Obviously, because
the British lost their front on the continent of Europe,
which in this war, as in the last war, was their classic
line of defense.

So it stands to reason that the best way to defend
England today and tomorrow, as yesterday, is to main-
tain a line of defense against Germany—not at the
water’s edge, but well on to land. And those who fear
that England would weaken her defenses by thrusting
forward on the mainland of Europe forget that at the
same moment Russia would be thrusting forward
against Germany. So that even if the front were costly
—or at worst unsuccessful—the chances are that the
Nazis would have been weakened so as to make an in-
vasion of England beyond their strength. The condi-
tions of the fall of 1940 no longer obtain. Russia and
America are now Britain’s allies. Germany is weaker,
although dangerous. England’s best defense is to attack
and reestablish a front in Europe.

BUT what we have said so far covers only part of

UT how about the Middle East? Well, granted that
the Middle East is important. Granted that it would

be a disaster for all the United Nations if Hitler could
break through the Libyan, Turkish, Caucasian salients.
But to avert that danger, the second front is still our
most logical alternative. Why? A glance at the map,
and the barest knowledge of strategic realities, will
show that it would be easier to draw Hitler away from
the Middle East than to meet him, and fight him there.
To send arms and men and munitions to the Middle
East requires today a long voyage around South
Africa; the Mediterranean is virtually closed. To get
planes there requires a long flight through Africa; a
long hop across the south Atlantic from the United
States. And once you get to the Middle East, all your
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supplies have to come from England, from the United
States, or from India. W hereas, operating from Britain
against the continent you are closer by thousands of
miles; you have vast arsenals behind you; America and
Canada are nearer; your population backs you right up.

The principle of building up bases and supplies in
Egypt, Libya, Palestine, and Iraq is all right within
certain limits. But instead of scattering our planes and
men and tanks and guns, in the expectation of meeting
Hitler there in a struggle where the advantages would
be his, we should be thinking of concentrating every-
thing we have to jab him in the rear—that more than
anything else would save the Middle East.

ND then the question comes up of the relation be-
tween the second front and the Pacific theater of
the war. Thousands of Americans have gone to their
death in the war against Japan. How can we best

avenge their death and bring the swiftest retribu-

tion to their murderers? To answer this question
we must face the realities of this global war. The
United Nations are operating in the Pacific at very
definite disadvantages, which cannot be blinked.
Japan has won the first round. Japan controls the
seas from Tokyo to Point Moresby off Australia
to Akyab in Burma. We have only three main bases
from which to get at her, except from China and the
Soviet Union. We have Alaska, Australia, and India.
All three of these areas are yet to be developed as se-
curely held positions; none of them is as yet ready to
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THEY ASK FOR IT ON TRA-
FALGAR SQUARE. This is
the great demonstration
Churchill welcomed in his re-
cent broadcast. “We want a
Western Front,” they demand
in England. Britain’s heroic
millions have gone through
bomb and fire and are ready
to do anything to invade the
continent. And their American
brothers are saying “Count us

in.”’

serve as the basis for the kind of offensive warfare that
could bring us a decision against Japan. They are each
largely dependent on water-borne supplies over many
thousands of miles.

Moreover, the chief Axis partner, the decisive force
in the drive for world conquest, is Nazi Germany. De-
feating Japan alone would not defeat Germany. But
defeating Germany would automatically isolate Japan;
the full attention of all the United Nations could be
turned against her. And whether the Japanese militar-
ists continue their offensive, or are forced to go over
to the defensive, depends not only on the resistance of
Alaska, India, China, and Australia, but on what hap-
pens in Europe.

So we come to the conclusion that we have to hit at
Japan and hit her hard wherever we can, as we did
in the Coral Sea and by bombing Tokyo and other
cities. We have to delay her and counter-attack as did
our Chinese allies in Burma. We have to improve the
political and military position in India, to rally her
vast millions for active resistance. But none of these
can be decisive for the war as a whole; whereas, a
second front against Germany would be decisive for
the war as a whole. And nothing would help China,
Australia, India, and the whole struggle in Asia and
the Pacific so much as the opening of a second front
against Hitler in Europe.

Does the present air offensive in western Europe
substitute for a full-fledged second front? Such is
the position of Alexander de Seversky, and of commen-
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tators like Maj. M. Wheeler-Nicholson. This type of
thinking has gone so far, evidently, that some people
are saying that a second front already exists: namely,

the air front in which the Royal Air Force has done

so splendidly. But such reasoning strikes us not only
as fallacious, but actually confuses the problem.

Of course, the airplane is a most powerful weapon
in this war, and admittedly it has been under-rated in
the past. Admittedly also, the Nazis have shown that
the airplane can be used semi-independently, as the
Stukas, to provide a sort of air artillery. But the Ger-
man experiénce has also been that the airplane by itself
cannot bring a decision—and it is with a decision that
the whole argument over a western front is concerned.

The air offensive alone cannot win the war: other-
wise the Nazis would have defeated Britaih in the fall
of 1940. Otherwise, the Russians would not have had
to crack the Mannerheim Line in March 1940 after their
great air offensive over Finnish communications a
month earlier. In China the Japanese have bombed
Chungking year after year without gaining a decision.

Naturally, the air offensive is vital—not as a substi-
tute for a front—but in preparation for it. The air
offensive in western Europe not only forces the Nazis
to draw off their squadrons from the East, but if it is
to really achieve its purpose, it should be integrated
with naval, psychological, political, economic, and
every other type of offensive action that must accom-
pany the landing of men and machines in Europe.
Maj. Eliot agrees that air power alone is not enough.

In fact, this theory of the exclusive and self-suffi-
cient character of the air offensive seems to us to be
just as bad as the discredited doctrine that sea power
alone is decisive in modern warfare. As we see it,
coordination of all weapons, concentration, and timing
—flowing from the basic conception of our participa-
tion in this war with our allies is the way to victory.

THEN there are those who say: let’s wait and see
what will happen. Perhaps the Red Army will be
able to drive back the Nazis singlehanded and no second
front will be necessary. This seems to be the position
of Maj.-Gen. Stephen O. Fuqua in his statement to New
Masses, published on page 12, though earlier, in an ar-
ticle in Newsweek, he appeared to favor a Western
Front. General Fuqua concedes that “almost anything
can happen to Hitler this year, ranging from his total
defeat to his complete victory over the Russians and
absolute dominance of the continent.” If this is true—
and it is—then why take the chance of a Hitler victory,
which would be no less disastrous to the United States
than to Russia and Britain? Why wait and see when
Hitler’s goose can be cooked by action?

But, counters General Fuqua, suppose a second front
is opened and it results in another Dunkirk. The evi-
dence we have presented makes us feel that the chances
of another Dunkirk are extremely remote. It would no
longer be an isolated Britain, shorn of most of its
weapouns, facing an all-powerful Germany, but the com-
bined forces of Britain and the United States, magnifi-
cently equipped, hurling themselves against numeri-
cally and meorally inferior troops while the bulk of the
Nazi army is engaged on the Soviet front. And even
if the worst should happen and the invasion end in de-

-—

feat, as Colonel T. points out in his article on page 18,
it could still, by diverting part of the German strength
from the east, prove fatal to the Nazis.

UT some readers will undoubtedly reply that per-

haps we are too confident; we have our minds too
fixed on one particular way of winning this war. For
example, Maj. M. W heeler-Nicholson, author of the
article in the May issue of Harpers “Where to Take the
Offensive?,” complains in PM for May 13 that the one
trouble with the second front idea is that it assumes
that once we have it, the fighting will be over. That is
not our assumption at all. Yes, a second front might
end the war and crack the Nazis this year. Premier
Stalin thinks the chances are that it will.

But suppose there were fighting left to do next
spring, even in Europe, and almost certainly in the
Pacific. The whole point is that the decision would have
fallen. As Dorothy Thompson put it in a recent column,
“The fighting wouldn’t be over, but the war would be
won.” Hitler would be on the skids and could not pos-
sibly put us in the danger he is putting us this year.

It’s something like that next-to-the-last game the
Dodgers played in the famous World Series of 1941.
When Mickey Owen dropped that ball in the ninth
inning of the fourth game, the decision had fallen. The
series wasn’t over, and in fact it lasted another full
game. But the heart had been taken out of the Dodgers.
They were through. That’s what a second front would
do to the Axis this year.

INALLY, people are dubious whether we have the
F right to urge a second front. After all, if what
we’ve said is true, our High Command ought to know
as much about it as we do. Therefore, the argument
goes, it isn’t proper to urge people to get aroused about
a second front; the High Command will take care of it.

Well, we don’t deny that the High Command has
got to make the military decision; to say otherwise
would be presumptuous in the extreme. But the sec-
ond front has become a question of broad strategy for
the United Nations. And on such questions, popular
feeling can and must play a vital role.

After all, military commanders have been wrong be-
fore. For example, many of them were dead wrong
about Russia. It’s an open secret that high American
officers were sure that Russia would collapse, that the
Nazis would win in from one to sixteen weeks. The
fact is that in this people’s war the people have got to
get up on their hind legs and demand what they think
is best for defeating the Axis. For sometimes, as in
this case, the instinct and understanding of the masses
outstrips even the best-intentioned leadership. The
issue is one of-life and death. We shall either win this
war, together with the Russians—who would much pre-
fer to win it with us rather than without us—together
with all our allies, or else, we shall let our allies down,
and in so doing pave the way for our own defeat. That
is the question. On this every man has a right to speak.
As things are now, too many people are for the offen-
sive in an abstract sort of way—too few realize the
crisis that is upon us. The offensive must not become
like the weather—something that everyone talks about,
but does nothing about. And for this an aroused demo-
cratic opinion is what the country and the war needs.

We think we’ve proven the case for a Western Front. The pages of NEw
Massks are open for further debate. But for those who agree, we urge letters
to our President, and congressmen. A Western Front to win the war in 1942. ~

A WESTERN FRONT T0 WIN THE WAR
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BROADWAY DROUGHT

Alvah Bessie laments a poor theatrical season.

not to be missed for drama.

season on Broadway has been one of the

worst in years. Worst in the sense that
relatively fewer plays were produced, and
that of those produced not one—with excep-
tions to be noted—amounted to very much.

The exceptions were the revivals of plays
by three fairly talented and well established
authors: William Shakespeare, Henrik Ibsen,
and George Bernard Shaw. I did not see Can-
dida. But I saw the bad production of Ibsen’s
Hedda Gabler, the fair to middling Maurice
Evans’ Macbheth, and the excellent Michael
Chekhov production of Twelfth Night. Of
which, more later. That brings us to a break-
down.

‘The breakdown runs as follows: New
Massgs has commented on fifty-one produc-
tions this season; of which eight were re-
vivals. Current on Broadway as I write this
are eleven “dramas,” of which Arsenic and
Old Lace, My Sister Eileen, and Life with
Father are held over from last season. The
remaining eight divide up as follows: there
is one “serious” drama—T he Moon Is Down;
there are two medium-serious plays: Guest
in the House and Yesterday’s Magic; and
there are five frankly escapist efforts: Angel
Street, Blithe Spirit, Cafe Crown, Junior
Miss, and Spring Again.

From this breakdown you might suspect
that something in the nature of a “trend” is
visible—the theater’s attempt to divert the
public from serious contemplation of the war
—but you would be wrong. For of the thirty-
four defunct plays that opened and closed
this season, twenty-one were definitely serious
—in the sense that their authors tried to say
something significant about important human
affairs; six were medium-serious, and only
seven were the veriest piffle, if you don’t
mind including Twelfth Night among the
piffie, despite its charm and the genius of its
author.

What have we left? Of the twenty-one
serious plays that did not survive very long,
at least thirteen dealt with themes directly
related to the war, the Nazi threat of world
domination or the problems of democracy in
action. Number among these such plays as
The Wookey (strictly a mild success and hold-
over from the previous season), Maxwell
Anderson’s Candle in the Wind, George S.
Kaufman’s The Land Is Bright, Sophie
Treadwell’s Hope for a Harvest, Clifford
Odets’ Clash by Night, Marc Connelly’s
Flowers of Virtue, and John Bright’s and

YOU do not need me to tell you that this

Asa Bordages’ Brooklyn, USA.
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So it is not true—as yet—that the theater
is attempting to pander to something people
really do not want—escapism, although there
are indications of such a tendency. It is true,
however, that most of the new plays which
were of a distinctly anti-Nazi flavor or a
pro-democratic flavor were failures. And by
and large they were failures because their
authors failed of comprehension or distinc-
tion, or both. Number among such failures
Odets’ Clash by Night, which its author ap-
parently felt was an allegory about fascism
but which failed to achieve vitality because
he had neither deeply explored nor adequately
projected his characters. Yet in his failure
Odets revealed a deeper understanding and a
finer talent than any of the other notable
authors who attempted comparable themes.

We found variant depths of comprehension
of fascism and democracy in Sophie Tread-
well’s Hope for a Harvest, where again hon-
esty of intention failed through inadequate
comprehension of the problem: in this in-
stance, the status of the Italian-Americans
in California and the native prisoners of the
impoverished land.

We found it in John Bright’'s and Asa
Bordages’: Brooklyn, US4, which went fur-
ther ‘than any other play of the season in
attempting an evaluation of certain native
fascist tendencies. Here an interesting thing
happened—or rather two. One: the authors
did not go quite far enough in putting the
finger on those responsible for gangsterism
and black-shirt tactics on the waterfront; and
they fell into the trap of easy sensationalism.
But Brooklyn was in many ways a brilliant
genre picture; it had some characterization
and more atmosphere than most of the sea-
son’s offerings.

Marc Connelly, in The Flowers of Virtue,
attempted a miniature drawing of the fas-
cist pattern, as expressed through a local
Gauleiter in a small Mexican town. He
seemed to understand that pattern fairly well,
although it was a distinct surprise to see
the forces of democracy centered exclusively

in an enlightened industrialist and scarcely, .

if at all, in the working people of the coun-
tryside.

But to return to what is on the boards
and the paucity of really vital dramatic ma-
terial. There are reasons to believe that the
theater is likely to see a flood of purely es-
capist drama, and the only way it can be
averted is for the public to make it manifest
that it will greet anything that has substance
and reject anything that hasn’t. Certainly

Why many plays failed to make the grade.

Opportunities

“pure” entertainment can raise morale, if
only in the negative fashion of ‘‘taking our
minds off our troubles.” But the sort of
morale we will need to win this war in 1942
can best be developed and augmented by the
theater if the theater will search for, stimu-
late, and produce plays that have an immedi-
ate bearing on the struggle, that state in
terms of character and emotion the human,
social and economic background of this war.
We need to see the face of fascism on our
stage, both in its native and international
manifestations; and we need to see our de-
mocracy on the stage—its origins, its strength,
vitality, and ability to overcome oppression.

It may be true that many of our leading
playwrights have been struck all of a heap
by the events since Pearl Harbor and do not
know what to write or how to write it. But
it is time they pulled themselves up by their
boot-straps, and got on the job. The world
of today, hideous as it is in many ways, is
enormously fertile with dramatic ideas—ideas
that can help to win the war and that are

capable of projection in the form of really

great theater works.

America has developed a corps of heroes,
men and women, at the front and behind the
lines, that is increasing every day. The East-
ern Front, the Pacific, the European under-
ground are producing material for drama
by the very hour. Let us have plays about
our allies that will help our people under-
stand the Chinese, the British, and the Soviet’
peoples. Let us have plays with roots in
American history, past and present, that will
demonstrate the vitality of the American tra-
dition. Let us have topical plays (that need
not be inevitably only topical) about the men
of the army, navy, and air corps, about the
men on the production lines and in the mer-
chant marine; about the American family
(father, mother, children) who are far from
the resounding battle lines but who are also
soldiers in the battle.

The material is at every hand. It needs only
an Odets, a Connelly, a Hellman, an Ander-
son, a Treadwell to seize upon that material
and transmute it into theatrical terms. There
is work for these established writers and work
as well for the hosts of the unestablished. It
is literally true, of course, that the grip which
Hollywood exercises over Broadway is strong.
It is literally true that money cannot be found
to finance a play unless a moving picture sale
is practically guaranteed in advance. We will
have to break that grip, just as Hollywood
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will have to smash its own boy-meets-girl
tradition in favor of films that deal with the
real world instead of the dream world.

So the dramatists of the country will have
to produce plays that are immediate, mov-
ing, and significant. The Cafe Crowns are
quite adequate to induce an easy smile, and
they have their place in the scheme of things.
The Moon Is Down deserves commendation
as an honest, if bolixed-up attempt to deal

with a central reality—the Nazi threat to

the world and the people’s determination not
to submit to international gangsterism. But
playwrights, novelists, and screen writers all
have an obligation today to be playwrights,
novelists, and screen writers more and more
intensively. To come to grips with those
problems central to this people’s war, that
will illuminate the war and stir the people
to accomplish its rapid end. This year. In
1942,
ALvaH BESSIE.

A Superb' Concert

Noted artists join in ‘’Music af Work.”’

HE most interesting and unusual concert

of the year was presented under the title
“Music at Work” for the benefit of Russian
‘War Relief. Participation in this benefit by
such disparate figures in the musical world
as Aaron Copland, Harold Rome, and
Woody Guthrie (or duo-pianists Ethel Bart-
lett and Rae Robertson from the concert
field, Ray Block’s chorus from radio, and
Teddy Wilson’s band from Cafe Society) in-
dicates a broad understanding that every aid
possible must be advanced to our fighting
allies.

Marc Blitzstein directed the production
and also acted as commentator on the pro-
gram. The musical and entertainment value
of the numbers was extremely high; so high,
the concert could unquestionably be repeated
to similarly packed houses for weeks. And
that old saw about “absolute music” being
the only music that matters got some more
of its teeth kicked out by examples of music
for the theater, the film, and the dance that
received tumultuous receptions.

“To begin with, Earl Robinson and Woody
Guthrie (guitars, work clothes, and all)
seemed to step out of the pages of Carl Sand-
burg’s The People, Yes from which they se-
lected words and songs that served as set-
tings for dances by Sophie Maslow and the
New Dance Group—and I will personally
guarantee to fill a medium-sized auditorium
if Robinson and Guthrie will bring their gui-
tars along and read aloud from Sandburg’s
book for two hours.

Pas de Trois, composed and played by
Theodore Chandler and danced by Mary
Ellen Moylan and Nicolas Magallanes, was
delightfully devoid of the ballet’s usual in-
sipidities, infantile hi-jinks, or dead-pan so-
lemnity (thanks to choreographer George
Balanchine), and enchanted the audience.
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Start your season at the . . .

NEW MASSES—
SPRING WEEK-END

a holiday at the height of Spring along the Hudson

In addition to tennis, ping pong, swimming, baseball, handball,

and other such sports, the week-end will include:

* A MUSIC PROGRAM
* A THEATRE PROGRAM
* JOSEPH STAROBIN

Foreign Editor, New Masses
who will speak on

“CHANCES FOR A SECOND FRONT”

Reservations still available. Call New Masses, CAl 5-3076, for bus
or train schedule, or go directly to Plum Point. Take train to
Newburgh or Mohawk Bus to door.

PLUM POINT

New Windsor on-the-Hudson (Newburgh)
53 miles from New York

May 22nd—24th (Two Full Days)

The cost of the week-end is $11.00

(This is two dollars less than regular rate of $13.00)
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“A ltrlkiml nlav Shrewd and powerful. "—VIATTS. Hof Trib.

m. 13 DOWN

OTTU KRUGER and RALPH MORGAN

MARTIN BECK, W. 4b. Lvs. b:4d. mals. Wwou.

The birth of the Soviet Union
in the magnificent film

«LENIN IN OCTOBER”

with the incomparable
Boris Shchukin

and “YOUNG MR. LINCOLN”
featuring Henry Fonda as Lincoln

Plus: Latest war news from all fronts.

Cont. from 10:30 A.M. till Midnight
15¢ to 2 P.M. 20c to 6 P.M. weekdays

IRVING PLACE THEATRE

Irving Place
at 14th St.

Benefit Block Tickets at Reduced Prices, GR. 5-9879

ALUMNI REUNION PARTY
Federal
Artists, Music, Dance, Writers Theatre

CLASSES OF 1936-1937-1938
GYPSY ENTERTAINMEN’I‘—VIOLII\S—DANCING
AY 23 — 8:30 P.M.
Subscription Glass Rotunda
Thirty-five Cents Astor Place
SPONSORS: JOINT coMMITTEE FOR VICTORY

Get Those Muscles Moving
for Defense

REDUCE OR GAIN
RELAX — KEEP FIT!

SEPARATE DAYS FOR
MEN—WOMEN
INDIVIDUAL EXERCISF — SWEDISH MASSAGE —
POSTURE CORRECTION — VAPOR BATHS —
BICYCLES — WALKING MACHINES — HANDBALL

— PADDLE TENNIS — BODY BUILDING —
ROOF GYM — ETC.

Modest Fees

GOODWIN’S GYMNASIUM

1457 Broadway at 42nd St.
Wlsconsin 7-8250

RUSSIAN SKAZKA qu,ﬁ

% Superlative Russiam and v
American Cuisine
% Soviet-American Recordings
DINNER, 75
Late Snacks 250 Beer & Wine
17 BARROW STREET—CH 2-9124
Y to Christopher St.
d. Subwu to W. 4th St.

REMEMBER

The men and women in service!

Send them a parcel of Canteen Goodies.
Candies, Jams, Cheeses, Salamis, Cookies,
Mixed Nuts, etc. 14 packages to choose
from, starting in price as low as $1.15
to $4.25 (inc. shipping and insurance).
Packed and shipped the same day. De-
livery guaranteed or money returned.
Write for price list or see samples at

VICTORY PARCELS CO.

152 WEST 42nd ST., Suite 1439
WIsconsin 7-1810

Mail orders promptly filled
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Aaron Copland’s “Piano Concerto,” written
in 1926 when the composer wished to write
something especially “American” after his ex-
tended musical studies abroad, has as its su-
perstructure ‘“The St. Louis Blues.” W. C.
Handy takes plenty of musical teasing in the
composition, but the composer’s performance
of his work (assisted by the vigorous and
knowing pianistics of Leonard Bernstein) re-
vealed that Copland now has a much greater
understanding of jazz than he had in 1926.
After that, Teddy Wilson’s band came on
to play the kind of jazz that is so right, the
response is immediate and full.

Henry Brant provided a musical introduc-
tion for a short anti-Nazi play by Bert
Brecht, Harold Rome divulged some of his
music and lyrics from the forthcoming musi-
cal play “Caleb Catlum’s America” (a smash
hit, if the sample heard is an indication),
and Marc Blitzstein previewed one of the
scenes from Native Land, since acclaimed a
masterpiece among documentary films. The
scene—a transitional one in the film showing
America awakening to another work-day—
has Paul Robeson speaking, annotating the
film against Blitzstein’s music, until he ap-
parently can contain himself no longer and
joyously, buoyantly bursts into song that is a
paean to early morning, dew-fresh air, bus-
tling households, boiling coffee, and “. . . the
kind of a morning that starts out any old way
but turns out to be a wonderful day!”

The concert was superb and a credit to
everyone associated with it. Only one point
was left unresolved: did the concert demon-
strate music at work “strengthening the spirit
of a fighting people” by the “jobs composers
are doing in these crucial times”? True, there
was Stanley Bates’ over-dressed “Overture
to the Concert,” which had buried in it the
strains of two Red Army songs. And then
there was Earl Robinson’s and John La
Touche’s “Battle Hymn” (which resembled
their “Ballad for Americans” though lacking,
perhaps, the “Ballad’s” inspiration and effec-
tiveness) based on President Roosevelt’s mes-
sage at the opening of Congress. But are these
enough to express the urgent issues of our
time ?

I don’t mean that composers should limit
themselves to the writing of ‘“war songs”—
Dmitri Shostakovich wrote a symphony while
actively participating in the defense of Lenin-
grad. But one wonders whether there isn’t
rather too much music-as-usual. Perhaps the
relationship of composers to the war effort
will be more clearly articulated when they
have formulated a program of action.

ELLioTT GRENNARD.
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“ YOU'LL
BE IN CLOVER
DECORATION DAY

WEEK-END
Special Holiday Program! q
Sports galore for athletic
youth—peaceful nooks for
the “good rest”” minded
and famous Beacon
cooked food for everyone.
When the sun sets—there’s
always something domg...
dancing, shows, movies—
what Ezra calls “perfect }
endings to perfect days.”
Only 50 miles from NYC on 4

main lines!

Rates: $21 week — $3.75 day

¢ CAMP BE ACON.

; Beucon, N.Y.
OFFICE: 2700 BRONX PK. E.- N.Y. - OLIN 5-6900

NEW MASSES Classified Ads

50c a line. Payable in Advance. Min. charge $1.50
Approx. 7 words to a line Deadline Fri. 4 p.m.

APARTMENTS—ROOMS

Modern APARTMENT, Nicely FURNISHED, Village,
from June 1 to Sept. 15, Living room, bedroom, kitchen,
bathroom. Telephone. Call Ch 8-2063 7:30-8:30 A.M.
Eves. after 9:80. Reasonable.

FURNISHED apartment to SUBLET. 8 Barrow Street,
Apt. 12A. 3 Rooms & Kitchen, suitable for 2 or 3. Con-
vemently located. Reasonable Call after 5:30 P.M. All

y Sat. & Sun. Ch 3-5

Beautxfully FURNISHED room, modern, free access
entire apartment, Brooklyn Heights, telephone, very
reasonable. Reply New Masses Box 1796.

CHILDREN BOARDED
Parents 13 yr. old girl would like board few children
at thelr spacious country house overlooking lake during
July & August. Commuting distance. Private swimming
pool. All sports. Further details New Masses Box 1797.

FURS

SKILLED FUR CRAFTSMAN with factory in whole-
sale district offers you exceptionally low rates on remod-
eling, repairing, cleaning, glazing and custom-made ﬁar-
ments. STORA GE PLEASE ASK FON MR. ARMA
145 West 30 St., N. Y. C. Armand et Soeur. Ch. 4-142

INSTRUCTION

Do you want to read Mme. Tabouis’ “Pour la Victoire”?
Take FRENCH LESSONS, Ehzabeth de Sturler, Ex-
perienced Teacher, 495 West End A

INSURANCE

PAUL CROSBIE and CARL BRODSKY — whatever
our needs — FREQUENT SAVINGS, 799 Broadway.
RADE UNION AGENCY. Tel. GRamercy 7-5978.

LAUNDRY

FOUR STAR HAND LAUNDRY—excellent work—very
reasonable—also FRENCH Dry Cleaning. Call & deliver.
404 E. 10 St. GR 3-1869.

PIANO TUNING
PIANO TUNING, regulating, repamni and voncmg
a

Member Nat’l Ass’n Piano Tuners, Inc. lg . Apple-
ton, 505 Fifth Avenue. Tel. Murray Hill 2-3757

SUMMER HOMES
Group of 4 MODERN Bungalows, 1%, 2 & 3 rooms
spacious screened porches, near lake. Quiet country, 25
miles from G. Washington Brid e—for RENT, $1
$250., Mrs. S. Kirshman, New City, N. Y. Phone 2%’1

VACATION RESORTS

EAST HILL FARM, Youngsville, Sull. Co., N. Y.
Mountain top hldeaway Modern. Colorful, rustic dining
room, Swim, tennis and food! Mmm! $20 wk. $3.50 daily
Dec. Day. Tel. Jeffersonville 78 F 21. BOOKLET.
Managers: Young City Slickers.

GOINGS ON

Beginning Fnda.y, May 22nd, 7 to_8:30 P.M., New Senea
of 5 Lectures, “ Government Affairs in Wartxme, by
Peter V. Cacchione and Simon W. Gerson. Fee for Serxes
$1.50. Register Now! Workers School, 35 E. 12

Prominent Marxist speaker, WORKERS SCHOOL
FORUM, ANALYSIS OF NEWS OF THE WEEK,
Sunday, May 24th, 8:30 P.M. Workers School 35 East
12 Street. Admlssmn 250

May 26, 1942 KM



THIS ISSUE OF
NEW MASSES IS
INDISPENSABLE
—AND SO IS
EVERY ISSUE

* * * * * *

Don't miss your copy. Always get it
on time. See that your friends read it
reqularly. Save money by subscribing.
Get the NM Quiz Book FREE by send-
ing in two new subscriptions. Full pay-
ment is $5 for a year, but you can use
the payment plan by sending in only
$1 and we bill you at $! a month for
four months. Use the blank below for
your sub and for subscriptions for your

friends.

[———————————-

NEW MASSES
I 461 Fourth Ave.,
N. Y. CITY

Enclosed find $.ooe . . for which please send
NM for one full year, 52 weeks.

(There are 2 methods of payment; we prefer
the first; you may prefer the second.)

[J One Year $5.00

[ One Year $1.00 down payment
Bill $1 monthly for 4 months

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY. STATE

SUB SENT IN BY

NAME

ADDRESS

city. STATE

e —
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' “A brilliant achievement!”—N. Y. Times

“Leo Huswitz, Paul Strand, Paul Robeson, David Wolff and Marc Blitzstein
have joined hands to produce one of the most exciting films of our time!”
Daily Worker.

Dow’t Miss It!

Every American should
see this urgent, unfor-
gettable film " e

McManus, PM
Until X
Noon

25¢e

Taggard.

$30 per week includes

tuition for two courses

VAGATION with the SCHOOL FOR DEMOGRACY
A NEW IDEA---Different-—Exciting

PLAY-—STUDY—RELAX at the Summer School for Democracy at Arcadia, Fishkill,
N. Y., in the Berkshire foothills—on an 1100 acre estate, with swimming, high diving,
tennis, handball, croquet, volley ball, badminton. Boating and saddle io

CLASSES WITH: Dr. Howard Selsam, Morris U. Schappes, Dr. Philip Foner, Gwendolyn
Bennett, David Goldway, Louis Lerman, and others.

LECTURES BY: Henrietta Buckmaster, Morris Carnovsky, William Gropper, Langston
Hughes, Paul Kern, Michael Quill, Earl Robinson, Margaret Schlauch, Genevieve

rses nearby.

Write or phone for ecatalog

SCHOOL FOR DEMOCRACY
13 Astor Place—GR. 7-4086

counting on you

Paper

Promotion

Expose
Ar‘f,lzlu
Printing

Claude
Cockburn
from

London

[T T

N. Y. C, N. Y.
Dear Editors:

VIGTORY FUND DRIVE
FOR $40,000

These are our deficits — We are

to do your part
Engravings
et

W

4

Soviet
Cables

Teleph
A Thegraph

NEW MASSES—461 Fourth Ave.,

Enclosed please find.........c........ ..as my con-

tribution fowards meeting the deficit on ..........

Name.

Address

State.

City

JUST OUTI
ON

VICTOR RECORDS

ARTURO

TOSCANINI

conducting the NBC Symphony Orchestra in
Brahms’ immortal

First Symphony

O celebrate Toscanini’s 75th birthe
day, Victor Records bring you the
greatest first symphony ever written
...superbly performed! $ 17
Album M-875. 10 sides 5'__

~

The Unlon Shop

44th St., N. V. C. LO. 3-4420
Mail Orders Filled Promptly

Open Evenings

31



o T CHESTERS EPR
s F.P.B.means
SZZov PUANSANOLIDAY
Production
Board...it has planned a Gala Decoration
Day for you. 31 indoor and outdoor sports,
g including Tennis at its best on 4 fast clay
courts. Private lake. 300 wooded acres.
a Photographic darkroom. Dancing. Bril-
liant entertainment. Truly wonderful food.
= Comfortable quarters. Fine company.
E P.S. Pldn to come up before Decoration
ay, We re-open May 20th.
N‘W YORK OFFICE Tel. LOngacre 5-5857
> Write or phone for illustrated folder & rates

: mmum.u TeL WODDBOURNE 1150 &'//4

STERS 0
lEl.lﬂﬂFlll HIDEAWAY IN Tllf MOUNTAINS

our ror DECORATION DAY
RE I.AXA'I'ION

Relax and start
afresh at Plum
= Point, one of the
loveliest of vacation places. We're primed
to build you up physically, mentally, spir-
itually. All sports in season, delightful
eatables, comfortable rooms: We know

youl ke Plum Fain soint

FREE BOOKLET
Newburgh 4270

mAcnv: RATES
New Windsor,N.Y.

There IS something new in Camps
P , charming, yet
simplicity prevails

at CAMP

COLEBROOK

Colebrook River Conn.

In the Berkshires; alt. 1500 ft.

Formerly an exclusive Oountry Clud

iful in lake, ey by 320 Acres of

Pines, Hemlocks, and Pepla;
Artistic lodges ~facing lake " besutifully landscaped,
each with fleldstone fireplace.
Excellent clay tennis courts and new cement handball

Ping-pong, croquet green, archery, baseball.

Danci , Bocial activities.

DECORATION DAY WEEK END $9.00 —2 full days
$12.00—3 d Write DIANA & ABE BERMAN
15 Sheridan Squnre. N. Y. C.—Phone: CH 2-7194 evenings

oo 0 0 ©

' KE
R PUTIFUL SYL\IA“\J\
o
R. R. Station: Pawling, N. Y.
Tel.: Hopewell Junction 2761

Only 65 Miles from N. Y. C.

EVERY CONCEIVABLE
SPORT & RECREATION

Golf FREE on Premises

Tennis @ Night Tennis @ Handbajl

) 8wlmmmn“. Boghnn o Houeba °
Basel [ ] yeli

S8OCIAL AND ATHLETlc sTAFIS

Our Food is Tops!

FOR THE UTMOST
IN VACATION VALUE
CHOOSE HILLTOP

Direction of—
PAUL woLFSON & SOL ROEHAUSER

ce: 170 B
“Tel.: COrtlandt 7-3958

HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N.Y.

STAY AND PLAY AT:

North Branch, Sull. Co., N. Y.
Tel. Callicoon 95
Prlvate Lake, All Sports, Dnnelng, Dra-

Mari M Rumba
Bar, Broadway " Theatre Artists
GALA DECORATION DAY WEEKEND
SENSIBLE RATES
Erie R. R. to Callicoon
Daily~—Buses Direct==Mountain Transit Line
Greyhound Terminal — 50th St. & 8th Ave.
CO 5-3000 City Information: DIckens 2-5786

@PENING May 28 with
special festivities for
Decoration Day week-end:
all - inclusive 3 or 2 full
days, round-trip transporta-
tion, dinner on train, free
use of golf course. Special
rates if traveling by car.
Attractive June rates also
include free use of golf
course. Make reserva-
tions now!

LENA BARISH: SAM GARLEN
Directors

N. Y. C. office: 11 W. 42nd St.
Telephone: BRyant 9-1738

Write for Booklet NM

In the Adirondacks-WARRENSBURG, N. Y.

ARCADIA .

FISHKILL, N. V., Phone: Beacon 727

Spend a glorious vacation In 1100 aores woods, trails and
soenlo wonders. Wood-burning ﬂrenlaooo. Unexuliod oulsine.
Indoor and outdoor sports.

Decoration Day week-end—Friday thru Sunday, $10.50
Make Reservations Now R. R. Station: Beaoon, N. Y.

MAMANASCO LAKE LODGE

RIDGEFIELD, CONN. PHONE; 820
Welcome Glorlous Spring at a luxurfous country estate
oonverted Into a vacation paradise. Magnificent lake—all
water sports, golf, tennis, riding. Dancing, recordings, fine
library. 50 miles from New

PEN ALL YEAR.

OUR FIRST BIRTHDAY! [ !
Celebrate our first birthday party with us over Deooration
. . and we don’t think you’ll regret it. All Indoor
and outdoor :portl plus food our guests RAVE about.
nor dw. $25 per week
Tel.: 33F5

“The Whodlands

TANGLEWOOD

WOODSTOCK, NEW YORK

For a vacation or weekend that’s somewhat different
~——=amidst unspolled coun(ry—wholesoma and deli-
cious food in a d d up brook—
other sports—for telaxadon and a real good time
——come to Tanglewood=—$22 per week.

Decoration Day Weekend $4.50 & 85 per day
MARTHA BERLIN ‘Tel.: Woodstock 14 F 13

ENJOY DECORATION DAY WEEK-END AT

Formerly Lewisohn’s estate OPEN ALL YEAR
1| hour from N. Y. 225-acre estate. Tennis, Golf, Swimming,
Bicycles, Handball, Ping-Pong, Games, recordings, Library,
dancing. Exceptional company. Open fireplaces. Excellent
cuisine. Every comfort. Incomparable surroundings.

Tel.: Highland Mills 7895. Your hostess: Fannie Goldberg

SACKS FARM

Most Beautiful Country. Acres of pine woods.
Tennis. Horseback. Swimming. Bicycling. Ping-
Pong and very good food.

Spring rates $20.00 per week. $3.50 per day.

Saugerties, N. Y. Telephone: 590J

OPENING
DEGORATION

DAY e WEEK-END
With a Gala Holiday Week-End

FRANKIE NEWTON

Returns with his gay and friendly
band. Informal socials every
night, spirited sports, and a gay
young crowd to play with . . .
perfect weather for long leisurely
strolls through the Unity greenery
—succulant food and plenty of itl

MAKE YOUR

RESERVATIONS NOW!

Rates: $24 - $25 per week
$4.50 per day

@ LUNIT

Office, | Union Sg., N. Y." C. AL~ 4.8024

WINGDALE . v.
WINGDALE 2461

SPEND DECORATION DAY WEEK-END AT )

HI-WAN-DA ON THE HUDSON
ULSTER PARK, N. Y. KINGSTON 1329
On the Mountain Lake Esopus, overlooking the beautiful
Hudson River. Social Staff, dancing, all water & land
sports. Fine cuisine, most modern improvements.

DIRECTIONS: TRAIN-BUS-BOAT TO KINGSTON
2 Days $9.—I Day $5. Low June Rates
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW

J. I. DOROSHKIN, Dir. 545 Fifth Ave. MU 2-42(7;
Dickens 2-4745

Cam/a Falwwm the Trail

Offers its Faollities lor a Pleasant Vaocation

All ! Sport, Detlol Food, $3.50 per day.
Bunqalwu are now being rented.

Buchanan, N. Y. Phone Peckskill 2879

Most enchantingly beautiful spot in the Catskills
Far off the beaten path. Elevation 2500 ft.

HILLCBEST Beave::x‘illl Lake

Livingston Manor R. R. Station UNION GROVE, N. Y.
Phone Livingston Manor 218J11
Telegraph—Hillcrest, Livingston Manor, N. Y.
Delightful mile-long lake at your door
All outdoor sports — free on the premises
No social staff. Fine American- Jewlsh meals

DECORATION DAY WEEKEND — §$3.
May, June rates $19-$20 per wk. July, Auuust rates s20 $24

a/uowﬁcact {)0(1

invites you to spend a well-rounded Decoration Day
Weekend. Dance to Foner Brothers victory swing.
Enjoy all outdoor activities: Tennis, swimming,
rowing, bicycling, etc. Rates reasonable.

Write or phone Ellenville 502

SEND IN $1.00
FOR 10 COPIES OF THIS
INDISPENSABLE ISSUE

(If you wish to send 10 names with
your remittance, we will be glad to
mail them for you at no additional
cost.) New Masses, 461 Fourth Ave.
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