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Between Qurselves

OHN L. SPIVAK is an old hand at

jerking masks off pious looking
Hitlerites (remember his Silver
Charlie Coughlin series?) and get-
ting at the big-money Who's Who
behind raucous, tawdry “hate the
Jew” organizations (no one can for-
get his 1934-35 exposes published in
NM). And now Spivak has gone
after one of the biggest, the most
“respectable,” and in these times the
most dangerous of them all: the
America First crowd. In the Septem-
ber 30 issue (two weeks from this
one) NM will print the first article
in Spivak’s series. He will tell you,
among other things, just why this
suave appearing outfit is danger-
ous; who runs it; who finances it;
and what its Nazi ties are. The se-
ries is not only valuable for the
truths it reveals. It's good, lively
writing and reporting. You’ll do
yourself a favor by not missing it.

We are sorry that NM readers
outside of New York had no op-
portunity to hear Bruce Minton
last Thursday night in the first of
NM’s weekly news analyses over
Station WHOM. But plenty in New
York did. Most of the listeners wrote
" directly to us instead of to the radio
station and they wrote with con-
siderable  enthusiasm. = Comments
ranged from postcard brevity (“Fine
work!” or “Swell program!”) to
detailed letters. About ninety per-
cent of the fans remarked especially
on the qualities which distinguished
NM'’s broadcast from that of other
news commentators. All of that
ninety percent agreed that the chief
quality was clarity and directness.
We don’t mean that everyone used
those words, but they express the
sum total. For example: “I like news
broadcasts,” writes A. M., “that
stick to the point, and that is what
Minton did. He didn’t weave in a
lot of fancy speculations and predic-
tions and he didn’t ‘on the one hand
and then on the other.” What he was
trying to do, it seemed to me (and he
did it very well, was to give a pic-
ture of the week’s news and just
what it meant. His picture had lots
of things in it, of course, but he kept

them clear and in order. That’s very
necessary, and not very easy, I imag-
ine, in a fifteen-minute broadcast that
has to do for the whole week. My
congratulations on NM’s new project
—may it grow in audience and fre-
quency.”

And J. P. McL. says: “I'm glad
your Mr. Minton makes no bones
about having a definite viewpoint
on the things he discusses. If anything
annoys me, it's commentators who
feel they have to hedge and hem
and haw in terror that someone will
claim they are ‘biased.’ Mr. Minton
was giving facts, all right, but he
interpreted them—as they should be
interpreted—in the light of their
meaning for his listeners, the peo-
ple.”

A brand new reader (he sent in
his sub after hearing the broadcast)
confesses surprise at the “tone” of
the broadcast. “I just had an idea,”
he says, “that it would be brutally
solemn, and dead with ‘statistical
data.’ I apologize! My wife and I
were at the house of a friend who
reads your magazine—there were
some other NM readers there, too—
and he turned on the broadcast, giv-
ing me a pleasant jolt. Here’s a sub:
a tribute to Mr. Minton’s agreeably
serious but informal manner, and to
a news analysis that struck me as
unpretentious but very fine stuff.”

Besides the fan mail, we’ve heard
a good deal over the phone or in per-
sonal conversation about the broad-
cast. Despite technical difficulties aris-
ing from the “first night” perform-
ance, our venture into the ether seems
to have made a hit. We’re grateful
for the response. And remember:
every Thursday night at 11 pM (Day-
light Saving) over Station WHOM—
1480 on the dial.

With the schools just opening, we
feel that the article on Soviet educa-
tion and youth by Andrew Rothstein
(page 12) 1is particularly timely.
This piece is one of the series which
NM is publishing on major aspects
of life in the USSR. The articles
which have already appeared—MTr.
Rothstein’s on the Soviet press, Bea-
trice King’s on the family, and Dud-
ley Collard on law and lawyers—
have brought quite a number of let-
ters from readers. In the near future
we shall print, as part of the series,
discussions of Soviet achievements
in electrification; ‘“Human Aspects
of National and Industrial Plan-
ning”; “Soviet Medical Theory”; and
“The Organization of the Red
Army.”

NM'’s post-Labor Day weekend is
by way of becoming a national insti-

tution. This year, as last, it was held
at Chesters’ Zunbarg, and was a

" spanking success. For this we want

to thank: the staff that stayed a week
after the regular season in order to
make the weekend possible; the
waiters, who contributed ten percent
of their weekend earnings to NM'’s
cable fund; the hard-working Ameri-
can Youth Theater for their fine
revue Saturday night; singer Stefan
Kozakevich, accompanist Muriel Rig-
ger, and dancer Ruth Bluestone for
their entertainment. We also want to
express our appreciation to the Ches-
ters for their splendid cooperation
and to the many supporters of NM
for their response to editor Joseph
North’s financial appeal. To those of
our friends who could not come, we
can only say—wait until next year.
A former contributor to NM, edi-
tor of the French Communist paper
L’Humanite, and once vice chairman
of the foreign affairs committee of
the French Chamber of Deputies, is
on trial for his life. We refer, of
course, to Gabriel Peri, whose anti-
Nazi activities have brought him
perilously close to the Hitler Vichy

ax. Our editorial on page 20 dis-
cusses the case of Gabriel Peri, but
we put a note here for the special
purpose of urging NM readers to
add their voices to those in this coun-
try which have already protested the
fearful injustice being done Peri.
Direct your protests to Washington,
to German Ambassador Hans Dieck-
hof and French Ambassador Gaston
Henri-Haye.

Who's Who

LEXANDER KORNEICHUK is a

Ukrainian dramatist. . . ., Mike
Quin is a columnist for the People’s
World and the Daily Worker. He
is also the author of a number of
pamphlets, the most recent of which
is More Dangerous Thoughts. . . .
Andrew Rothstein is a journalist
working in London. . . . Eva Lapin
is a free lance writer and the wife
of Adam Lapin, NM’s Washington
correspondent. . . . Colonel T. is the
pseudonym of a military expert. . . .
Robert Dignan is an American engi-
neer who has traveled widely and
has made a special study of Oriental
literature.
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VOLUME XL

THE GREER CHALLENGE

Two forces met at sea. Facing the full implications of the incident. Fighting Hitler on all fronts. The problem

of our arms production.

up the whole problem of America’s role

in the world fight against Hitlerism. The
Nazi government has acknowledged that the
U-boat which fired on the American des-
troyer Greer was one of its own; it has like-
wise admitted that the encounter took place
in Icelandic waters—in other words, within
that zone which President Roosevelt has desig-
nated part of the Western Hemisphere. The
question as to which side fired first is entirely
immaterial. The Nazi submarine was not on
a pleasure cruise; it entered Icelandic waters
for the specific purpose of harassing and in-
terrupting the transport of war material to
Britain. And though the Greer was at the
time engaged in merely carrying mail to Ice-
land, this ship is part of the Atlantic patrol
designed to keep open the sea lanes to Eng-
land. Whatever work it was doing was part
of the policy of aid to Britain, the Soviet
Union, and China, which is indispensable for
the defense of our own national security and
independence.

Let us not, therefore, view the Greer in-
cident through the peephole of technicalities.
Two forces met at sea on the morning of
September 4: the force of Hitler fascism
bringing death and despotism to nation after
nation, and the force of anti-fascist resistance
to that fiendish power. Between them there
can be no peace, no compromise. Between
them there must be bitter war till the scourge
of Hitlerism is wiped off the earth. When
President Roosevelt ordered the United States
fleet to ‘“‘eliminate” the German submarine,
he issued what should be more than an order
designed to deal with a single act of aggres-
sion. The elimination of every manifestation
of the armed might of German fascism till
fascism itself is eliminated should be the fixed
policy of the United States. Anything less
menaces the very existence of this country as
a free nation.

THE Greer incident has served to point

THERE ARE THOSE, including some NEw
MassEes readers, who think this job can be
done if the United States merely supplies
the weapons of war to the nations now ac-
tively fighting Germany and its allies. Cer-
tain it is that we must give far more of those
weapons to the other anti-fascist countries.
But the tendency to believe that this is all
‘that need be done and the view that the Nazi
invasion of the Soviet Union has somehow
lessened the direct threat to America are ex-
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What labor can offer.

An editorial.

tremely dangerous. It is the kind of wishful
thinking which Hitler and his appeaser allies
in this country seek to encourage because it
restricts and warps every phase of our war
effort. NEw MAsSEs never shared the opinion
that it was at any time good policy for Amer-
ica to be half in and half out of the war.
Prior to June 22 we urged that this country
remain completely uninvolved in the conflict
because so long as the USSR was neutral, the
best course, the most effective way of fighting
fascism and defending the interests of the
American people was to align the United
States with the Soviet Union in joint efforts
to limit the war and bring about a demo-
cratic people’s peace. But the Nazi attack on
the USSR wiped out that possibility. This
attack, far from reducing the menace to Amer-
ica, has for the first time brought it to our
very shores. Obviously neither Britain nor
any other European or Asiatic country could
survive a Hitler conquest of the Soviet Union.
How long could the United States survive
as an independent country, enjoying some ves-
tige of democratic liberties, if it were hemmed
in on both oceans, with Alaska separated only
by a few miles from Hitler dominated ter-
ritory ?

Today the military defeat of Hitlerism is
the only way the American people and the
peoples of the world can secure the possi-
bility of a tolerable existence—and of much
more. It is hazardous self-deception to evade
the full implications of this fact. We cannot
leave it to Tommy or Ivan to do the jab

for us. Remember, Nazi Germany does not’
Al

Clinton
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fight alone. It fights with the wealth, the
raw materials, and arms looted from the en-
tire continent of Europe west of the Soviet
border. And it fights with the manpower of
Italy, Finland, Rumania, and Hungary. No
great shakes as armies perhaps. But when
they are organized and commanded by Nazi
officers and joined with the millions of Ger-
man soldiers against a Red Army which must
face their attack almost alone, it would be
folly to assume that victory over the fascist
legions will come automatically, that it will
not require the active military assistance of
Britain and the United States. Our govern-
ment has not been as forthright as it ought
to be on this question, It has been too prone
to duck before the Lindbergh frown, too pre-
occupied with that very poor brand of ‘“good
politics” which amounts to appeasing the ap-
peasers. This is being written before Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s radio address to the coun-
try. But we hope he tells the American people
that what needs to be eliminated is not a
Nazi submarine, but the Nazi system. And
that this will require greater and greater
military collaboration among Britain, the So-
viet Union, the United States, and China.
If he tells the people the whole truth, we
are confident that they will make it their
own.

There are those among our friends who
shrink from facing the full truth because
they do not trust the men and classes that
dominate Britain and the United States. This
fear is not without foundation and it would
be fatuous to assume that those who sought
imperialist objectives prior to June 22 over-
night underwent a change of heart. But the
logic of history often overrides the subjective
desires of individuals and entire classes. As
R. Palme Dutt pointed out in his article in
the September 2 issue of NEw MaAssEgs, those
forces in Germany, Britain, France, and other
countries that for years plotted to involve
the Soviet Union in war were unable to
achieve their end in the manner they had
wished. Instead of isolating the USSR, they
are themselves isolated and Munich is being
avenged. And these reactionaries have been
unable to control the development of what
began as an imperialist war and has been
transformed into a people’s war whose vic-
torious outcome will certainly not mean the
strengthening of imperialism.

Qualms of a parallel kind, emanating from
capitalist circles, also impede the war effort.
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“As ambassador from Vichy, M’sieu, I assure you
I'm in the best of health.”

Edwin L. James, in the New York Times of
September 7, tries to explain away certain
hesitations manifest in Washington and Lon-
don regarding aid to the Soviet Union on
the ground that the American and British
peoples are opposed to Communism. James
is looking for a scapegoat in the wrong place.
It is not the American or British people that
are responsible for the delay in convoking
the joint American-British-Soviet conference
in Moscow. It took the administration nearly
three weeks to announce the names of the
American delegation. According to James, the
Soviet government wanted the conference to
be held in September, but “Washington has
decided it take place in October.” This unex-
plained and unwarranted delay may serve
the purposes of certain political tightrope
walkers, but hardly the interests of the Amer-
ican people or any people who cannot afford
to delay by a single minute the organization
of the full efforts of the three major powers
against Hitlerism. Equally unwarranted is the
exclusion of the Soviet Union, which to-
day is the only real war front, from lend-
lease aid.

There is, however, one problem that the
Moscow conference will not solve, though' the
American delegates can certainly pick up some
very helpful pointers in the Soviet capital.
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This is the problem of our own production.
Production is the key to victory in the war,
but that key seems to be stuck away in the
pockets of gentlemen for whom the defense
program is merely an adjunct to the quest for
profit. The dollar-a-year men have given cap-
italism some of the worst advertising it has
ever had; no workers’ government could be
guilty of such mismanagement. But the issue
is not a workers’ government—which has
demonstrated in the Soviet Union its vast
superiority to anything capitalism can offer—
but of putting the world’s mightiest capitalist
plant to work in behalf of a program on whose
success depends the fate of every man, woman,
and child in America. I. F. Stone has told in
his book, Business as Usual (reviewed by

" Bruce Minton in last week’s NEw MASSES)

the shocking story of dollar-a-year bungling
and sabotage of the President’s all-out aid
program. As a result, only $28,000,000,000
of the $50,000,000,006 appropriated and
authorized by Congress for defense has actu-
ally been put into contracts. And failure to
develop sub-contracting—fifty-six large corpo-
rations have hogged seventy-five percent of all
orders—has greatly retarded production on
even those defense contracts which have been
let.

President Roosevelt recently recognized the

gravity of the problem when he appointed the
new Supply Priorities and Allocations Board
and established in the OPM a Division of
Contract Distribution. These, as Adam Lapin
points out elsewhere in this issue, may prove

to be steps toward a solution. But that solution

will not be thoroughgoing so long as labor
and little business are excluded from any in-
fluence in organizing production. What could
not labor do if only it were given half a
chance! The working class is not only the

- source of the physical power and skill that

goes into the making of machines to defend
America against the Nazi barbarians, but it is
a vast, untapped reservoir of organizing and
administrative ability, of ideas that can elimi-
nate waste and inefficiency and put the entire
defense program into high gear. And since the
workers seek no personal gain beyond a decent
standard of living, they can place patriotism
before profits and do what needs to be done
even if its means stepping on sensitive Wall
Street toes. :

This is not a plea to turn the defense pro-
gram over to the labor movement; it is a ple
to bring the labor movement into the defen(
program on terms of approximate equality
with management. ‘This is what the plan of
Pres. Phil Murray of the CIO for joint man-
agement-labor industry councils proposes. This
plan was endorsed the other day by the con-
vention of the United Electrical, Radio and
Machine Workers of America, CIO, seventy-
five percent of whose over 300,000 members
are employed in defense work. The CIO pro-
posals for increasing the output of two crucial
materials in which shortages have appeared,
aluminum and steel, are further evidence of
the positive contribution labor can make to the
problem of building the guns to destroy fas-
cism. By his appointment of the new SPAB
and his setting up of a Division of Contract
Distribution President Roosevelt has show,.
some awareness of the shortcomings of
big business-dominated defense program. The
times call for still bolder moves along the
lines proposed by the CIO.

SUCH MEASURES carry implications that go
beyond the question of production. They
vitally concern the problem of national unity
and a national front against Hitlerism. In this
national front the workers of our country,
side by side with the workers of other lands,
can provide the driving impetus. But the na-
tional anti-Hitler front must be conceived in
the broadest terms to include all those, no
matter how rich or poor, no matter how
strong or weak, who are ready to join in a
finish fight against the Nazi menace. This
question now becomes the touchstone for all
men in public office and all who aspire to
public office. It is the touchstone for every
one of us, the ultimate test of our anti-fascism.
Hitler has divided mankind by force and
fraud and terror. Let us unite with burning
faith in our power to end for all time this
monstrous assault on everything decent and
creative in human life.

September 16, 1941 NM
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INSIDE THE BRITISH LABOR CONGRESS o

Claude Cockburn analyzes the meaning of the reestablishment of the Anglo-Soviet Trades Union Council . . .

And from the USSR, an eyewitness report on what happened when the Nazis took a Ukrainian town.

London (by cable).

ESPITE all its weaknesses—and Lord
D knows they were obvious enough—the

Seventy-third British Trades Union
Congress at Edinburgh did make history. No-
body who is familiar with the inside trends
in the British, not to mention the interna-
tional, trade union movement during the past
twenty years or so, can fail to recognize the
decision to establish an Anglo-Soviet Trades
Union Council as one of historic importance.
In the history of the working class movement
in Britain, it is a landmark. Its international
effects may be bigger still. It is significant
to note that to speak of “establishing” such a
council is not quite correct: ‘‘reestablish’ is
the word. For there used to be an Anglo-
Soviet Trades Union Council. It was estab-
lished in 1925 and marked a real advance in
the struggle for trade union unity. And it was
put an end to in 1927 by the Trades Union
Congress of that year (which also curiously
enough met in Edinburgh) as a direct result
of the failure of the British general strike of
1926, the attitude of the British Trades Union
Congress toward that strike, and the deep and
bitter differences on the subject.

It is no secret that this year there were one
or two bankrupt racketeers allegedly repre-
senting this or that European affiliation of the
International Federation of Trades Unions
who sought, behind the scenes, to prevent the
Seventy-third Congress from taking so clear
a stand, and from so clearly reversing the
policy which they have “made do with” in all
the miserable years of disunity and defeat
since 1927. These scallywags scandalized even
some of the most case-hardened of the British
union leaders. And the congress was not afraid
publicly to somersault from its attitude at
Southport one year ago, when the Com-
munist delegates alone led the struggle for
solidarity with the Soviet workers and got
loudly trounced for their pains by the execu-
tive. This is a big advance and it will lead to
big things. Among other things, it is likely
to lead to a considerable strengthening of the
position in the occupied countries of Europe
and perhaps still more in Sweden with obvious
possible repercussions in Finland.

Just in case anyone thinks that now every-
thing in the British trade union garden is
lovely and that all concerned fully realize the
urgency of the situation, this is the place to
mention another striking and characteristic
episode at the congress. It was over in a min-
ute, but it told a whole lot about the long,
long road a lot of people have still got to travel
before they get abreast of the situation. It
occurred at the end of the speech of Jack
Tanner, president of the Amalgamated Engi-
neering Union.

Tanner, in his closing remarks, said that
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the victory of the Soviet peoples would mean
the victory of the British people, and the de-
feat of the Soviet peoples would mean the
defeat of the British people. With these last
words, there burst out from a whole number
of delegates, notably from some who at cer-
tain other moments had seemed complacent
to the verge of somnolence, loud cries of “No!
No!” Nobody who watched and listened to
those gentlemen could doubt that here were
men who, incredible as it must seem to many,
really do still solemnly believe that it is practi-
cally sacrilegious even to suggest that Al-
mighty God is not in residence somewhere
between Bermondsey and Newcastle, or that
anything that may happen to a lot of foreign-
ers, whose trade union traditions are well
known to be less ancient than those of the
British, can really be a matter of life and
death for Britishers in general or for British
trade unionists in particular.

That was the voice of some of the old shell-
backed bourbons of the trade union move-
ment. The appalling thing about it is that
when they shouted “No! No!” they really did
not believe that the defeat of the Russian
people would mean the defeat of the British

peoples. The fine thing about it is that despite
the existence of such pathetically naive views,
the congress did pass the resolution establish-
ing the Anglo-Soviet Trades Union Council.

Everyone, of course, knows by now that Jack
Tanner’s remarks on the subject of Colonel
Moore-Brabazon (who a few weeks before
the outbreak of the war was being entertained
by fascist- Sir Oswald Mosely with Captain
Ramsay as his fellow guest), were one of the
highlights of the conference. By the time you
read this, there may have already been other
developments in the Brabazon case. Of special
importance—in fact it is one of the most im-
portant immediate results of the congress—is
that the disclosure came as a really healthy
and violent jolt to all those in the workshops
and factories who had been inclined to believe
that the fight against such elements in high
places was all over, except for the shouting.
The Tanner revelations have aroused a fury
in the factories which leaves no doubt what-
ever of the degree of solid determination
that anything and anyone who stands in the
way of the common struggle of the British
and Soviet peoples has got to be tossed into
the ashcan just as quickly as it can be done.

Turnbull

News note: Japanese explain retreat from Foo Chow because they
respect Chinese territorial integrity.
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I have in front of me, as I write, some of the
latest resolutions passed by factories in various
parts of the country. They include telegrams
to Churchill demanding Brabazon’s resigna-
tion from the Air Ministry. These telegrams
came from shop stewards of such huge con-
cerns as Armstrong Whitworth, British
Thomson Houston, 'and Rolls Royce, and
equally emphatic declarations from mass meet-
ings of workers in a wide range of other fac-
tories. This is more than simply an outburst
aver this one particular scandal. It is a genuine
symptom of the state of feeling and of de-
termination in the country. And, of course,
it is closely linked up with the anxiety and
anger aroused here by the incredible delay
which has occurred in the dispatch of the
Anglo-American missions to Moscow.

Over its whole course the Trades Union
Congress reflected very clearly the various
developing trends within the movement itself.
You had the president, George Gibson, quite
rightly pointing out for instance, that it is a
slander to attribute the blame for production
weaknesses to “‘absenteeism” or “negligence”
on the part of the workers, and then, blithely
going on from there, to suggest that there
really are not any production weaknesses at
all. Which is absurd. As against that, you had
George Crane, head of shop stewards at one
of the very largest London area factories, very
frankly speaking of the ghastly inefficiencies
and wastes which do exist, and demanding
that the General Council of the congress
should not be content with simply denouncing
this state of affairs in general, or on this or

that special issue such as the coal situation, but -

should go ahead and take the lead in organiz-
ing special conferences in the big industrial
areas to popularize the progressive policy of
the congress in a practical manner. This was
the voice, above all of the younger men, the
leading shop stewards who have already
played so large a part in getting the country
down to brass tacks on the production issue.
In this connection it is notable that a few
days ago the select committee on national ex-
penditure appointed by the House of Commons
invited the National Council of Shop Stew-
ards in the engineering and allied trades to
submit to them detailed evidence and recom-
mendations on the subject of production weak-
nesses, particularly in relation to the present
methods of government contracting and the
“cost plus ten percent” system. This is an
unprecedented move and occurs as a direct
result of the big production conference which
I reported a couple of weeks back.

THE TRADES UNION CONGRESS gave a really
useful lead on a number of other points. Evan
Evans of the South Wales Miners Federa-
tion talked very straight on the subject of
the coal shortage and the fact that the miners
are having to do their heavy work, at least
on several days of the week, on food consist-
ing of nothing more than a few slices of bread
and margarine or bread and lettuce. If the
battle of the Atlantic were really going as
badly as all that, if Britain really had its
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back to the wall in that sense, the miners
would do as much work as it is possible to
do on so little food without complaint. The
complaint, and it is a bitter one, is precisely
that there is enough food in the country and
coming into the country, but that distribution
arrangements and insufficiently drastic ration-
ing prevent adequate supplies going to the key
workers. This, I can tell you, is going to be one
of the very big issues in the coming months.
It is going to be one of the big new drives
to get the British Isles on a real one hundred

percent war footing. You will hear a lot more .

about it as the winter goes on.

The essential point about the uproar over
the fire-watching order—I need not try to
explain all its complexities here—was a char-
acteristic and. important one: it was that on
the one hand, the government had failed to
take the unions into proper consultation, and
that on the other, as a result of this failure,
businessmen and owners of premises in such
places as the City of London had managed
to shirk their firefighting responsibilities and
this endangered both life and property. The
long term significance of the fact that the
debate on the firefighting order was perhaps
the most bitter in the whole congress lay pre-
cisely in this: that it was a particular demon-
stration of the growing general demand of
the organized workers of Britain to ‘“‘take a
hand” in a more direct and less purely sub-
missive sense than they have throughout the
war to date. There was big applause for Har-
rison of the Municipal and General Work-
ers Union when he summed it up with the
definite statement: “If the government wants
greater production it must take our people
into complete confidence.” Of course there has
been a lot of talk throughout the whole war
period about the unions being “in the confi-
dence of the government.” But the plain fact,
as demonstrated at Edinburgh, is that they
have not really been given such a big hand
in policy as their responsibilities require. And
now they are beginning to demand it in a
more determined way than at any previous
time. Despite all the evasions and bourbonisms
of the Edinburgh Congress, there was very
clearly a new life stirring there and stirring
to a big practical purpose. Both by its specific
achievements and the signs of things to come,
this congress must rank as the most progres-
sive congress for many long and weary years.

CLaupe COCKBURN.

*

Moscowe (by cable)

HOUSANDS of trucks sped by the wvast
Tﬁelds on the way to the front. Other

thousands rattled by, in the opposite direc-
tion, to bring back shells, cartridges, and ben-
zine. As we were nearing the front, it became
more and more difficult to make our way
through the moving column of trucks. We
left the highway, taking a side road. But there,
too, endless lines of tractors, combines, har-
vesters, drills, threshers, and wagons moved
along the road. Women, children, and old
folk were seated in carts loaded with bedding

and utensils. Droves of horses, cows, and
sheep, driven by peasants, trampled down the
grain fields on both sides. A tall. old man
passed by our car. Then he paused, sat down
on the grass nearby, and cast a long glance on
the main road. “Look here,” he addressed me,
picking up an ear of rye and counting the
kernels. “Ninety-five kernels in this ear and
in this, 110. And every one as heavy as a grain
of gold. Never before had we in the Ukraine
seen such a harvest. Hitler learned about it
and is driving his hungry horde on us. But
not a grain will he get in our village. Three
days ago we burned our grain and all, as one
man, abandoned the village.”

Suddenly the air was rent by terrible cries
and the roar of explosions. Junker planes were
bombing and machine gunning children and
women. Horses and oxen dropped dead on
the road. Six Junkers were descending lower
and lower. From a height of 200 meters for
twenty minutes German pilots showered their
deadly load upon the defenseless population.
I rose from the rye field, approached the old
man and touched him. He lay dead, his breast
pierced by a bullet. The hands of the old tiller
convulsively gripped the golden ears of grain.
That day on this road alone, German pilots
killed 262 people, including 110 children. And
Berlin German broadcasting stations trans-
mitted Goebbels’ boastful lies of how six Ger-
man planes “destroyed” a Soviet division.

One day the Germans held sway over
Medinovo, in the Zhitomir region. German
tanks broke into the town unexpectedly. Only
a few villagers succeeded in escaping to the
woods. The whole population was rounded
up and gathered on the square in front of the
village soviet. The fascist officer ordered them
to kneel down and raise their hands. Then,
in broken Russian, he demanded that they im-
mediately produce the village soviet and col-
lective farm chairmen, as well as all the Com-
munists. Silence was the reply. Then the Ger-
mans placed an aged collective farmer, Pono-
marenko, against the wall and opened fire
from a revolver. Bullets hit the wall around
his head. The officer came close and asked,
“Will you speak now?” The old man spat
in his face. A minute later he dropped in a
pool of blood. While this was happening, the
fascist tankmen were looting homes, taking
their pick of the villagers’ possessions. Then
they selected twelve girls and six young
women and led them to a nearby collective
farm orchard. A few minutes later people
heard cries of horror. The Hitlerites were
raping the women. Shots rang out: the Ger-
mans had killed two women who resisted and
scratched their faces. The fascists ordered the
people to dig a grave on the square .and se-
lecting twelve, including five women, shot
them in front of the people. In the morning
the bandits threatened to shoot every third
villager if their order to produce the village
officials and the Communists was not carried
out. At night Soviet tanks approached the
village. The Germans retreated, losing six
tanks. Red Army men and villagers removed
the plundered gooeds from the damaged tanks.
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“Hey, Benito, how do you run a train on time?”

Several of the captured thieves stood near
their machines, their heads bowed. Shivering

with fear, they swore that they did not rape

the women but only stole property.

In Kamenetz-Podolsk the Germans rounded
up 400 people from various districts, mainly
women and children, and shot them all. Sav-
age debauchery, looting, violence, humili-
ation, prevail in captured towns and vil-
lages. In the villages Dobra and Ivan-
kovtsky, Kamenetz-Podolsk region, the fas-
cists robbed the peasants of all their grain,
cattle, poultry, and household property. They
shot the women and aged who attempted to
resist. In these two villages alone, thirty-six
people died by bandits’ hands. In the village
Kronsya, Zhitomir region, a fourteen-year-old
son of collective farmer Hanna Stepanchuk
stole a German soldier’s automatic rifle and
fled to the woods. His mother was tied to two
tanks and torn apart in front of the villagers.
Italians don’t lag behind their German fascist
friends. Occupying a village, they round up
the villagers on the square and engage in
wholesale looting of their property.

In the village Zhulyapy the Italians
wrecked the household of peasant Nakonechny,
burned his brother’s home and those of many
other collective farmers. They seized every-
thing they could lay hands on: cows, grain,
clothing, poultry. Widow Bykova, a pensioner,
was robbed by the cannibals even of children’s
underclothing and her old-fashioned wedding
gown, which was of sentimental value to her.
When Bykova pleaded for the return of her

NM  seprember 16, 1941

wedding gown, the officer split her skull with
his revolver. Three officers were billeted in
Timofei Globa’s house. Timofei’s daughter,
Galina, hid in the gardens and orchards, but
didn’t save herself. One of the “guests” seized
her. Hearing his daughter’s cries, sick Timofei
rushed out of the house and hit the violator
with his crutch. T'wo other officers rushed
out of the hut. They summoned soldiers and
seizing Galina and her father, stripped the
girl bare, humiliated and mutilated her in
front of her father. They gouged her eyes,
carved her right breast and struck a bayonet
into the left one. Then they stripped Timofei
Globa of his clothes, put him on top of his
daughter’s body, beat him, and finally shot
him dead. Every day brings fresh horrible
news of incredible atrocities, perpetrated by
fascists on the peaceful population.

In the village Motyshin, Belaya Tserkov
district, German officers addressed the popula-
tion, calling upon them to harvest the grain
on the following terms: five sheaves for the
German state and the sixth for work per-
formed. Fifty-year-old collective farmer Koz-
hevaja dared to smile during the officer’s
speech. Noticing the smile, the officer came
close to Kozhevaja and shot her with his re-
volver. Later the murderer explained through
an interpreter that anyone who dares to laugh
while the German army’s order is being an-
nounced will be shot,

The fascist marauders set for themselves
the objective of plundering the Soviet Ukraine,
destroying the mighty, talented 40,000,000

A, Jamisgn

Ukrainian people, seizing the land, ruining the
flourishing Ukrainian villages and cities, ap-
propriating mines and huge plants. I spoke
to a seventeen-year-old captured German pilot
whom Hitler put on a bomber. Asked “Why
did you march on the Ukraine?,” he replied
like an automaton, “We need territory.”
“But this land is inhabited by people who own
this soil. What are they to do?” I continued.
“Well we will send part of them away,” the
seventeen-year-old bandit calmly replied.

Sadist German freebooters know no limits.
In Vinnitsa district the partisans annihilated
a fascist punitive detachment. On one of the
dead they found a bag with 120 gold and
platinum teeth. In his pocket was a letter
from Berlin. His friend, a dentist, wrote:
“Dear Schultz: Received your parcel. What
amazing beasts these Ukrainians are. They
probably still don’t understand the value of
gold. Hard to believe that you got all these
teeth from the peasants. Clear some more of
their foul mouths of noble metal.” Schultz,
representative of the “superior German race,”
was decorated with the Iron Cross., Hitler
wants to build a New Order in Europe with
the hands of the sadistic Schultzes. But the
hour of reckoning is nigh. The despicable
bandits will be fully paid back for the blood
and tears of the women, children, and aged,
for the tortures, humiliation, plunder, and
atrocities on the peaceful population, for the
destruction of the greatest treasures of
Ukrainian culture.

ALEXANDER KORNEICHUK.
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THE NEW DEFENSE SETUP

Adam Lapin surveys the personnel and functions of the Supply Priorities and Allocations Board. Whither the

small businessman? Can monopoly practices be checked?

W ashington. :

T WAS a good omen when most of the mem-
I bers of the Supply Priorities and Alloca-

tions Board (SPAB) turned up in person
for their first meeting. One sure-fire way of
spotting the decline of newly set up defense
agencies is to find out whether the members
bother to get together. The ill-fated Produc-
tion Planning Board created several months
ago met once for the benefit of news pho-
tographers and soon disappeared from the
scene. Toward the end of its existence, memn-
bers of the now defunct Defense Commission
got into the habit of sending proxies to meet-
ings. It was common gossip in Washington
that the status of the proxies began to sink
lower and lower until virtual office boys rep-
resented the members of the commission.
When SPAB was set up, the White House
passed the word around that the new board
was to meet regularly and that there were
to be no proxies.

The effectiveness of the changes in the de-
fense setup will depend to a considerable ex-
tent on what SPAB and the new OPM Di-
vision of Contract Distribution do. Direct
responsibility will rest on Vice President Wal-
lace as chairman, and to an even greater ex-
teit on Donald Nelson as executive secre-
tary, of SPAB. It is perfectly true that the
President’s executive order did not by any
means make a clean sweep of the confusion
and overlapping in the defense picture. It is
also true that the President did not define
any too clearly the authority of SPAB. As
is all too frequently the case, he compromised.
But he did give the new board an opportunity
to do a job. The opportunity will have to
be seized vigorously and aggressively.

Nelson and his associates seem to be com-
paratively optimistic. They see SPAB as far
more than just a device to settle a long-stand-
ing feud betwen OPM Director William
Knudsen and Price Administrator Leon Hen-
derson over the conversion of consumer goods
plants to defense production. They view
SPAB as the central planning agency of the
defense setup, as the kingpin of defense pro-
duction. OPM in their,view will now func-
tion primarily as an operating agency carry-
ing out SPAB plans and policies. The ini-
tial statement issued by the board tends to
confirm this interpretation. The statement
did not confine itself solely to problems of
priorities, supply, and allocation. It spoke of
defense production “to the limits of the na-
tion’s resources.”

Planning in a capitalist society is, of course,
easier said than done. The chaos in OPM
and in defense production generally has not
been accidental. Knudsen used to fly into tan-
trums when OPM economists would suggest
simple surveys or questionnaires to-determine
requirements for a particular metal or the
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productive capacity of a certain industry. He
would exclaim that business executives are too
busy to spend time answering a lot of fool
questions. Knudsen recently has been forced
to sanction several questionnaires. But the
issue is more basic. OPM officials with an
opportunity to know what is going on believe
that many of the dollar-a-year men are deeply
troubled by the implications of putting Amer-
ijcan industry on a planned, war-production
basis. The captains of industry realize that
planning challenges many of the perquisites
of monopoly ; they also wonder whether they
will get them back after the war is over. They
are afraid of what labor participation in the
defense program will lead to. They are wor-
ried about the fact that planning disturbs the
unrestricted sway of monopoly and means the
distribution of contracts to small producers.
They are disturbed, in short, by the future
of their system.

But the real issue is not whether capitalism
is to be replaced with state capitalism, or so-
cialism, or something else, as a result of the
war effort. These nightmares flit across the
columns of Mark Sullivan. But President
Roosevelt is not the precursor of Bolshevism
pictured by Dr. Goebbels. The real issue is
simply whether some of the practices of mo-
nopoly can be checked and modified in the
interests of expanded defense production. This
is one of the big problems facing SPAB as it
attempts to take hold of its job, and it is not
to be expected that monopoly will give up its
grip on the defense program without a fight.

Plenty of dollar-a-year men still sit at
their desks in the new Social Security Build-
ing which was turned over to OPM. A few
of those who threw monkey wrenches into the
defense machinery have been eased out.
Edward R. Stettinius of US Steel and John
D. Biggers of Libby-Owens-Ford glass won’t
be around any longer. OPM will be the bene-
ficiary. But the lend-lease setup may be the
worse for their services. Charles W. Kellogg
of the Edison Electric Institute, Gano Dunn,
who predicted vast steel surpluses with pres-
ent capacity, and Walter S. Tower of the
American Iron & Steel Institute were pushed

out some time ago, and they were not missed.
But Bill Knudsen of General Motors is still
director of OPM. William H. Harrison of
American Telephone & Telegraph will head
the Production Division in place of Biggers,
and William L. Batt of SKF industries, who
is supposed to be something of an expan-
sionist, will direct the Materials Division.

The big job at the moment is not to purge
every businessman from OPM. The problem
is to make the dollar-a-year boys realize that
they are in there to help out and not to run
the show, that their function is primarily to
carry out the policies SPAB fixes. Knudsen
was obviously miscast as a policy maker from
the start. And it is said by some OPM offi-
cials that he will not be too downcast to get
back to his old job of straw boss, with SPAB
giving the orders this time instead of the
Board of Directors of General Motors. Be
that as it may, the difficulties of making big
business and the dollar-a-year crowd fall into
line will not be the least of SPAB’s head-
aches.

\
ALL-OUT DEFENSE advocates who believe that
SPAB will overcome the obstacles facing it
rest their case on two main arguments: the
broad powers which the board is in position
to use, and the personnel appointed by the
President.

Under the direction of Stettinius, priori-
ties were not “the synchronizing force” de-
scribed by Bernard Baruch, but one of the
single most disruptive forces in the whole
defense program. The general idea was to let
things go on until a shortage suddenly popped
up. Then priorities were imposed. Somehow
the big manufacturers always managed to get
favored treatment. Automobile companies, for
example, were until quite recently able to
count on practically all of the steel and alumi-
num they needed. The little manufacturers
usually got it in the neck. So did the workers
in their plants. The chaotic and discrimina-
tory use of priorities did not help to build
morale among small businessmen'and work-
ers. The lack of plans to convert consumer
goods plants into defense plants did not ex-
actly speed up armaments production. SPAB
now has a firm grip on priorities, with sec-
retary Donald Nelson as priorities director
of OPM. In broad terms, Nelson has the job
of directing the flow of materials to both
defense and non-defense plants. His asso-
ciates believe that he will use priorities not
primarily as a weapon of monopoly, but as a
method of speeding defense production.

Nelson has the power by virtue of a new
OPM ruling to require manufacturers to take
contracts with priority ratings. Previously a
manufacturer had to produce first on an order
with a high priority rating, once he took the
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order. But he ‘did not have to take it. Sheet
steel for railroad freight cars, for example,
previously could have gotten all the priority
ratings in the world without any assurance
that there would be actual production. This
has been changed by the new ruling which
is in reality a step toward the allocation of
orders on a systematic, planned basis.

A prerequisite for sound allocation of or-
ders is obviously a knowledge of the most
important facts involved. In terms of the over-
all defense picture this includes primarily a
total picture of defense requirements plus a
total picture of capacity in each industry.
OPM never got the facts for a single indus-
try, not to speak of the defense program as a
whole. SPAB is now laying plans to make
surveys along these lines. It will then attempt
to make master plans based on the informa-
tion it gathers. If it succeeds, the possibility
of using the nation’s full capacity and of con-
verting plants for defense production will be
opened up for the first time.

spAB and Priorities Director Nelson also
have the power to prevent the excess accumu-
lation of inventories. It is believed that many
big plants have piled up very substantial in-
ventories of precisely those metals which are
most scarce and most necessary to defense pro-
duction. Nelson is said to be thinking seriously
of those inventories. If the property requisi-
tion bill passed by both the House and Senate
(but sent back to conference by the House)
finally completes its tortuous course, Nelson
will have the power to move in and seize some

of the metals that are badly needed for de- .

fense.

Four members of SPAB are substantially
committed to all-out defense production: Vice
President Wallace, Harry Hopkins, Leon
Henderson, and Sidney Hillman. Three will
probably not be too enthusiastic about steps
which will disturb business prerogatives:
Knudsen, Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox,
and Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson. But
the key man of the setup is expected to be
Donald Nelson, who is part of the all-out
group. Wallace has already played an active
role in the setting up of the board and has
conferred at length with some of its members.
He will serve primarily as an idea man and
as a liaison with the White House. Nelson
will be in charge of actually running the new
board.

After several ups and downs in the defense
picture, Nelson is now pretty near the top.
He is a businessman, of course. And his pur-
chasing division in OPM had its ample num-
ber of dollar-a-year men. Despite his asso-
ciation with Sears Roebuck, Nelson’s friends
insist that he has a very definite interest in
the problems of small business, that his con-
ception of the well known system of free enter-
prise is not based on unrestricted domination
by monopoly, that he is not unfriendly to
labor. Like everybody else in the defense setup,
Nelson has apparently not given much thought
to labor participation in defense. But his
friends say that unlike Knudsen he is by no
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means a last-ditch foe of granting labor some
measure of responsibility.

The key to the successful execution of
SPAB’s policies will be the distribution of
defense contracts to small and medium sized
business concerns. If this is not done there
simply will not be full production for defense.
It will not be done by high sounding state-
ments about helping small business. There
have been too many of the latter already. The
Defense Contract Service in OPM was organ-
ized and reorganized, but still there was no
sub-contracting worth mentioning. Robert H.
Mehornay, Kansas City furniture manufac-
turer, was noted chiefly for his inactivity as
head of the Contract Service. Mehornay’s
principal assistant, the personal representative
of Knudsen and Hillman, was William E.
Levis of Owens-Illinois glass who was in-
dicted for monopolistic practices detrimental
to small business. The President’s executive
order setting up the Division of Contract Dis-
tribution headed by Floyd Odlum, simply abol-
ished the old Contract Service without benefit
of any face saving or back slapping gestures,
although Knudsen later instructed its person-
nel to serve under Odlum. 4

DCD’s program as outlined by the Presi-
dent is excellent. It is to work out methods
for breaking down the size of Army and Navy
contracts, for sub-contracting, for cooperation
with local community pools, for setting up
exhibits in various cities where small manu-
facturers can see ‘“‘the bits and pieces” that

Louis Lozowick

are needed, for making necessary financial
arrangements.

Whether Odlum will carry out this pro-
gram is another matter. Odlum is a Wall
Street man. He heads the Atlas Corp., the
largest investment company in the United
States, with assets of $100,000,000. Odlum’s
supporters claim that he is really a Wall Street
maverick, that he is friendly to administra-
tion reforms, and close to Henderson and
Hopkins. But the fact remains that it wouldn’t
hurt in a setup devoted to getting contracts
for small business to have a couple of small
businessmen around. Maybe they know some-
thing about the problem, too. The small busi-
nessmen will have an advisory committee
which will have the privilege of conferring
with Odlum ; they will have no direct hand in
the management of DCD.

Labor will have even less voice in the re-
organized defense setup than small business,
and this is now the most serious single defect
in the defense picture. Sidney Hillman re-
mains the sole spokesman for labor in SPAB
as in OPM, and he has been criticized for in-
effectiveness by practically the whole labor
movement. Even the Henderson-Hopkins
group, which regards Hillman as an ally, be-
lieves that he occasionally gets good ideas but
that he almost never fights for them.

Some OPM officials commented that in the
recent meetings on the impending shutdown
of silk mills, labor representatives had more
ideas and seemed to know more about the in-
dustry than most of the management represen-
tatives. With the exception of a few govern-
ment economists, labor was the first to realize
the danger of priorities unemployment, and to
demand that something be done about it.
Plans for the replacement of priorities job-
less in defense work were first put forward
by the United Automobile Workers. One of
labor’s biggest contributions can be to tackle
this problem in the electrical equipment and
steel furniture industries, which are next on
the schedule to be hit by priorities. The re-
cent convention of the United Electrical and
Radio Workers indicated that this union is
trying to meet the situation. It is also in some
cases attempting to get subcontracts for manu-
facturers forced out of business. Then, of
course, there have been more general pro-
posals by unions in steel and aluminum to
expand production.

But most administration officials from the
President down still don’t seem to under-
stand that workers know something about
production. They still do not recognize the fact
that defense production would spurt forward
unbelievably if millions of American workers
realized not only that they have a stake in
defeating Hitler, but also a direct role in doing
the job at their benches and assembly lines.
The only way to do this is to make the unions
part of the defense picture, as CIO President
Philip Murray has repeatedly urged. It is
here that the next step forward in improving
the defense setup and in stepping up produc-
tion must be taken.

Apam LAPIN.
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A LETTER ABOUT SAM DARCY

Mike Quin writes about an offense, if it can be construed as such, which merits at most a five-dollar fine.
Instead, a prejudiced court may sentence Darcy to fourteen years' imprisonment.

the laws of the land with sense and
justice. It is quite another thing to
single out individuals, probe meticulously into
their lives, and try to find or concoct some-
thing on which to “get” them.
Frameups and political persecutions of this
kind sour the public mind with cynicism. The
effect is bad enough during peace. In times

D EAR Reader: It is one thing to administer

of war, when morale and confidence are life

and death matters, such spectacles approxi-
mate treason.

It doesn’t matter whether a person agrees
or disagrees with the views of the victim. The
method of railroading is clear, and the result
is to weaken faith in democratic processes.

‘We have too much cynicism in our country
as it is. Overcoming it and reinspiring thou-
sands of Americans with renewed faith is a
major defense task. It can’t be done with slo-
gans. Still less can it be done if the courts
of law constitute themselves sideshows of cor-
ruption.

By corruption I do not necessarily mean
bribery. Prejudice and bigotry are sufficiently
corrupting influences to destroy faith in jus-
tice.

As I write this, my good friend Sam Darcy
sits in the San Francisco County Jail awaiting
a hearing on a motion for probation. He has
been convicted of perjury and faces a possible
sentence of fourteen years. He is no more
guilty of perjury than you are.

In registering for the California elections
in 1934, he stood in line with hundreds of
others. When it came his turn, a clerk snapped
questions at him and hastily scribbled the an-
swers: name, age, place of birth, etc.

Errors occur by the thousands. When they
are noticed, it is the custom to send the regis-
trant a postcard and ask him to come in and
correct the form. In Darcy’s case the clerk
scribbled New York instead of the Ukraine,
where Darcy was born.

There was no question of his right to vote.
He was brought to this country as a very
small child, grew up here in American public
schools, and is an American in every respect.

But he happened also to be the state or-
ganizer of the Communist Party in California,
and as such he taught socialism and was in-
strumental in aiding the great growth of the
labor unions which occurred about that time.

THERE IS NO LAW against those things, and

if there ever is, it will be the end of American
democracy. Anti-labor interests therefore set
out to see what they could find on which to
“get” Darcy. They found nothing. The man’s
record is exceptionally clean. :

Most people have stubbed their toes on laws
here or there or made regrettable mistakes.

Darcy was an exception. He had never even
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Sam Darcy

broken a traffic law. For that matter, he didn’t
own a car.

They did, however, dig up the mistake on
his registration and succeeded in getting an
indictment issued for perjury. The indictment
was never pressed. It was so silly it was poked
into a pigeon hole.

FIVE YEARS PASSED and the second world war
exploded in the face of humanity. Confident
they could get by with anything now, Darcy’s
enemies resurrected the five-year-old indict-
ment. Governor Olsen, California’s “liberal”
executive, signed extradition papers; Darcy

~ was arrested and brought in handcuffs all the

way from Philadelphia to stand trial.

The offense, if it could be construed as an
offense, would have merited at the most a
five-dollar fine. Interpreted as ‘‘perjury” it
carries a sentence of anywhere from one to
fourteen years.

It is the first prosecution of its kind in the
history of California. The defense located
more than a thousand identical instances of
error in registration which were corrected
merely by getting in touch with the voters
and asking them to change the wording. None
of this material was permitted as evidence in
the trial. The jury, carefully selected so as to
exclude anyone with sympathies for labor,
was practically limited to deciding whether
the birthplace on the registration was right
or wrong.

The judge, throughout the proceedings, was

impatient to be off on his vacation which
would start as socon as the trial was over.
When, on conviction, the defense attorneys
made a motion for probation, it was put over
for more than a month. Darcy was denied bail
and locked in the county jail where he has
been sitting ever since.

This is neither equal application of the law
nor sensible application. It is certainly not the
way to inspire the public with faith in demo-
cratic procedure.

In the case of an ordinary man the affair
would be bad enough. In the case of Sam
Darcy it is doubly serious, for he is no ordi-
nary man. He is known and respected by
hundreds of thousands of Americans who have
heard him speak from platforms or who have
read his books. And the circle of admiration
is not confined to his own Party or its fol-
lowers. In California and elsewhere he led
the fight against Hitler and the fascists when
American industry was too busy shipping them
war materials to pay attention to anything
else.

CYNICAL ACTIONS like the Darcy case destroy
American morale more rapidly than any slo-
gans can build it. It is just as important that
these things be halted and corrected as it is to
produce planes and tanks. The Darcy case is
a good place to begin.

There is, even more glaring, the case of
Earl Browder, a man respected and loved by
millions of Americans, sitting in Atlanta peni-
tentiary on a technical charge as thin and
ridiculous as Darcy’s.

There is also the matter of King, Ramsey,
and Connor, not Communists, but union men,
imprisoned in San Quentin penitentiary for a
crime they not only did not commit but could
not have committed.

We intend to smash Hitler. That calls for
morale based on reality and not on slogans.
We can’t smash Hitlerism by emulating its
evils. The first deed of Hitler was to imprison
Communists and union leaders.

A letter addressed to District Attorney
Matthew Brady of San Francisco reminding
him of this will help considerably. Sit down
and write it.

Mike Quin.
* -

The Mingling of the Classes

VIT"HE reception arranged for Miss Dorothy

Thompson by Lord and Lady Kemsley
.. . provided a striking example of the process
of social fusion which is a feature of our
times, with persons of high distinction in close
conversation with others having no claim to
distinction other than that they work hard at
their own jobs.”—From the London “Daily
Sketch.”
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Sovfoto

The training of Soviet youth in the habit of service. Sailors Rybin and Lobanov deliver a lecture. The edu-
cation that stimulates thought and a desire for knowledge.

W hile Russian manhood fought desperately
against the Axis forces along the vast Eastern
front, 20,000,000 Russian children returned
to their schoolrooms for the opening of the
new school season today. Forty million new
text books and hundreds of millions of new
copy books have been made available, and all
upper classes will have new text books on
modern present-day history. Eighty thousand
new teachers will be available—Dispatch
from Moscow by Reuter News Service, Sep-
tember 1. -

ARLY this year a journal claiming
to speak for modern and progressive
trends of thought issued a special num-

ber devoted to youth movements, their why
and wherefore. I found it somewhat difficult
to discover the writer’s conception of the aims
for which youth should strive. But eliminat-
ing a great many generalities, they would seem
to be reduced to the following: (1) “a really
complete system of education”; (2) ‘“to main-
tain interest in some skill or trade’; (3)
“some course in elementary political science” ;
(4) physical exercise; (5) the fostering of
good taste; (6) the recruitment of youth en-
ergies “‘to be useful”’—or, as put in another ver-
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sion, “training in habits of practical service.”

In this article I shall attempt to apply these
tests to the life of Soviet youth, as reflected
in one month’s issue of Komsomolskaya
Pravda. This daily paper, with its circulation
of nearly a million, is devoted especially to
the life and problems of youth. It should there-
fore give us a fairly objective cross-section of
how yvoung people in various parts of the
USSR live, work, are educated, and serve the
community.

First as to education. We find, on Nov. 14,
1940, an account from a warship of the Soviet
Pacific Fleet of the philosophy studies carried
on by members of the Communist League of
Youth on that ship. Perhaps it is not sur-
prising that Lieutenant of Submarines Dmitri
Rybin should study the writings of Marx,
Engels, and Lenin on the state, or that
Lobanov, secretary of the League of Youth
group, should have been reading Heraclitus
and Lucretius as well as the philosophical
works of Engels and Lenin. But what is in-
teresting is that, at the request of a young
sailor, Rybin gave a lecture to the crew on
the class character of wars and their causes,
explaining the difference between just wars
of liberation, and unjust wars waged with the

object of enslaving other peoples. “If the coun-
tries of the capitalist encirclement force us
into war,” concluded Rybin, “the war of ‘the
USSR against its enemies will be the most
just of all the just wars which have ever
taken place on earth.” As for Lobanov, he
was asked by the young sailors to deliver two
lectures—“On the Role of the Individual in
History” and “Bourgeois and Communist
Morality.”

Whether one is a Communist or an anti-
Communist, the fact remains that ordinary
sailors on a warship who are impelled to ask
for lectures on political theory and philosophy,
and furthermore have the opportunity to ob-
tain the lectures they want, must have had
the kind of general education for which edu-
cationists everywhere are striving, but with
little success: the education that stimulates
thought and a desire for knowledge.

‘But the education provided by the Soviet
seven-year school, and by the various facili-
ties for continued study, deals not only with
the realm of theory or even ordinary school
subjects. In the November 20 issue there is
an account of several holiday expeditions into
the Urals, organized by school children be-
longing to regional study groups in the
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Sverdlov region. Eight thousand children took
part in these expeditions, one of which tramped
120 miles in the course of the holiday. One
group visited the village of Galaktionovka,
well known locally since the days of Peter
the Great, who set up an iron foundry there.
With the help of the local museum, and by
studying the local folklore, they traced its
history through the succeeding centuries. Other
groups followed the path of the first exporters
of timber—the Cossack pioneers—traveling
down the River Sosva on lumber rafts of their
own making. Others made collections of min-
erals, grasses, insects, and, in some cases, made
valuable discoveries of lead and copper de-
posits and oil-bearing sands. Other groups,
again, concentrated on writing down folklore,
traditional songs, and peasant stories of exiled
revolutionaries.

Education in the Soviet Union prepares the
children for productive activity when they
grow up. At Magadan, we read on Novem-
ber 14, a local House of Pioneers has been
opened, in which the children have at their
disposal, apart from the usual playrooms and
veading room, a military room, a sculpture
gom, an art room, a music room, a ‘‘young
naturalists’ corner,” an aviation room with a
full sized aero engine and airplane control
board, and a mechanics’ room with new ma-
chine tools. The fruit of the work of this
and scores of similar establishments through-
out the USSR may be guessed from the re-
sults of the All-Union Young Shipbuilders’
Competition, reported on November 23.
School children submitted 223 floating models
of battleships, cruisers, flotilla leaders, motor
torpedo boats, hydroplanes, and commercial
vessels driven by electric or petrol engines.
One hydroplane model with a benzine motor,
built by Michael Vorojeikin (Moscow), es-
tablished a Soviet record speed of 20.4 kilome-
ters per hour.
So much for a glimpse at the multiform
.ariety of Soviet education. It is, of course,
"closely bound up with the second question: the
training of children in some craft or trade.

HERE the USSR has made a particularly im-
pressive step forward during the last twelve
months, ensuring itself the recruitment of a
vast army—more than 600,000 strong in the
first year—of skilled young workmen in va-
rious industries. The setting up of a series
of trade and railway schools, and of factory
apprentice schools, was represented by anti-
Soviet writers abroad almost as the creation
of a kind of “servile state.” At Khabarovsk, in
the Far East, there were ninety vacancies in
one ward, and 215 boys sent in applications
through their schools. By November 21—
within eleven days of the opening of enroll-
ment—>513,565 pupils had been registered for
the schools. Of this number nearly three-
quarters had made individual application with-
out waiting to be selected by their village
Soviet or town authority. Here was the prac-
tical evidence that, in the opinion of Soviet
youth, the new system of industrial and trade
training opened far wider horizons than had
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existed before, even in a country where there
has been no unemployment for many years.

Youth in the Soviet Union has not only the
assurance of employment, but the prospect,
open to everyone, of starting in life at a far
higher level of craftsmanship than the preced-
ing generation.

What of elementary political science? The
sailors on that Soviet warship were not an
exception. On November 15 Komsomolskaya
Pravda prints a report from the village of
Budiatichi, in Volhynia, of how the local ac-
tive youth (only five of them members of the
Communist League of Youth, out of seven-
teen) undertook the political mobilization of
the village, as a preliminary to harvesting.
Each took ten cottages. In house-to-house
visits, they carried on hundreds of political
talks, supplemented by public lectures and the
reading of appropriate items from the na-
tional press at village meetings, together with
four issues of a wall newspaper. The purpose
of the campaign was to explain the advan-
tages of collective methods, if properly or-
ganized, for gathering in the harvest. They

worked up the village to such a pitch of.

enthusiasm that the harvest was gathered in
record time. Could there be a better training
in elementary political science—which is the
science of how to induce people to govern
themselves and their affairs to the maximum
public advantage?

This political education begins early. The
paper of the Young Pioneers—active children
organized for public activity as well as for
their own social and sports purposes—has a
circulation of 850,000. This paper — Pion-
erskaya Pravda — has trained no less than
2,000,000 leaders of Pioneer squads, chair-
men of patrol councils, and editors of Pioneer
wall newspapers.

A news story indicating something of the
atmosphere with which the recruitment of
young peasants for the trade schools was
surrounded can well be quoted here, to show
that intensely political and civic spirit which
pervades such events. The story occurs in
Komsomolskaya Pravda of November 16. The
dispatch of young peasants to some industrial
center for training is felt by the whole village
to be not the blind fulfillment of some instruc-
tion from on high, not the “launching” of a
boy on a new “career,” but a deliberate and
planned act of the community: that is, a

practical experiment in elementary political
science. Here is the account:

Four youths of our collective farm have been
accepted into a factory training school, and two
into a trade school. That is a great honor for us.
In our district there were ten volunteers for every
place in the schools; and if after careful selection
our boys were accepted, why shouldn’t we be proud?

The doctors when examining the youths, by the
way, say: “The better, the stronger, and the richer
the collective farm, the healthier and stronger its
lads.” Quite right. The collective farm youth are
strong and healthy nowadays, because life is good
and the people are well fed.

Peter Bovtun is our best horseman. The work
just burns away in his hands. Olexi Gorelly is just
as good. They will be going to the same school. The
doctors and all the selection committee marveled
at Stepan Tsarenko. Now the boys are leaving for
Kiev. We are seeing them off as we would our
own sons. They will have everything that the law
entitles them to, and that they might need.

We have bought six pairs of brown boots for
them, laid in cloth for trousers and shirts as well,
and bought them all new overcoats. We're sewing
two sets of underwear for each. In the village co-op
we bought six warm fur caps. Our stores manager,
Ivan Tkachenko, bought six neat little suitcases.
The collective farm is supplying the lads with
socks, towels, soap, toothbrushes, toothpowder, and
handkerchiefs. It’s difficult to list it all, but every-
thing seems to be there. For example, each will
have needles and a reel of cotton, and we’re giving
each one a notebook and pencil.

The boys will travel to Kiev free, on their
vouchers. They will have food enough for the
journey. Over and above, the collective farm has
decided to pay forty rubles in cash for their ex-
penses to each one leaving for these trade schools.

Before their departure we are organizing a big
Youth evening. The dramatic circle is dedicating
its new piece to the pupils. The Communist League
of Youth is arranging a string orchestra concert
and a grand choir for the evening. The next Youth
League meeting will discuss all these preparations
in still greater detail. So we hope to give them
a good send-off.

All our young people say that the recruitment
of the lads for the trade schools is the Stalin call-up.
The training of state labor reserves is the job of
the whole people. While getting ready to send our
first representatives to town, we are already think-
ing about preparations for the next call-up to the
factory schools in six months’ time. Applications
from volunteers are already coming in.

Signed: L. LASKARJEVSKY,
(Chairman of Management Committee, “Sickle
and Hammer” Coll. Farm).

) A. KRAVETZ,
(Secretary, Communist Party Organization of
“Sickle and Hammer” Farm).

V. OLEXEZENKO.
(Secretary, Leninist-Communist League of
Youth, “Sickle and Hammer” Farm).

D. OMELCHENKO,
(Chairman, Executive Committee of Lubyansk
Village Sowviet, “Sickle and Hammer” Farm).

This little picture of one village needs to be
multiplied half a million times to give you a
proper appreciation of the elementary educa-
tion in political science which the Soviet youth
in town and country get, day by day—and
which stands them in good stead now, as even
the Nazi propagandists ruefully admit.
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in Moscow.

A healthy mind in a healthy body, however.
Here, too, the scattered newspapers for one
month, taken at random, give an eloquent
picture.

On November 24 the Moscow Physical
Culture Committee, jointly with the District
Committee of the Communist League of
Youth, organized two mass youth route
marches: 1,894 physical culture clubs took
part—over 20,000 individual participants.
Youths marched fifteen to twenty kilometers
across country, with one kilometer in gas
masks. ‘Girls marched from seven to ten
kilometers, half a kilometer in gas masks. One
may say, not without truth, that the Soviet
youth were determined not to be taken by
surprise,

This is even clearer in the new rules for the
famous badge, ‘“Ready for Labor and De-
fense,” which hundreds of thousands of young
people earn every year. The rules were pub-
lished on November 27. They deserve careful
study, because they will explain many surprises
that met the fascist invaders of the USSR in
June.

General Knowledge—Aims and organization of
the Soviet physical culture movement, human anat-
omy, rules of personal and social hygiene, first-aid,
daily gymnastics.

General Reguirements—Run 1,000 meters in 3
min, 25 sec. (girls 500 meters in 1 min. 55 sec.).
In snowy regions 10 kilometers on skis in 65 min.
(girls 3 kilometers in 22 min.); in non-snowy
regions 25 kilometers on foot in 5 hours (girls
15 kilometers in 3 hours 30 min.). Swim 100
meters in costume or 50 meters in clothes (girls 25
meters) ; 150 meters through obstacles, with rifle,
in 90 sec. (girls without rifles in 75 sec.). Minia-
ture rifle shooting.

Special Requirements—One of six groups to be
chosen: ' )

For speed—run 100 meters, skate 500 meters, swim

50 meters, etc.

For agility—gymnastics, acrobatics, long and high

jumps, tennis.
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For precision—bomb-throwing, discus, ball, jav-
elin, shooting.
For endurance—long-distance running, rowing,
skiing, cycling, football, etc.
For courage and resolution—high-diving, ski-
jumping, parachute-jumping, alpine-climbing.
For strength — weight-lifting, weight-carrying,
rope-climbing.
For Second Grade—Defense and attack (bayonet
fighting, fencing, saber play, boxing, and wres-
tling).

One may say without exaggeration that

millions of Soviet youth have passed tests like

these. They are further kept regularly up to
the mark by such competitions as the national
skiing contest between the Karelo-Finnish Re-
public, Archangel, Gorky, and Molotov re-
gions (reported on November 28), which was
begun on the initiative of the Communica-
tions School at Petrozavodsk (Karelo-Finnish
Republic). But with these national events,
there is an endless series of local initiatives.
For example, Komsomolskaya Pravda of No-
vember 30 reported from Kamenetz-Podolsk
that the local Communist League of Youth
was organizing instructors for collective farm
physical culture clubs; 1,535 of the best physi-
cal culturists from the countryside were to go
through specialist training of this kind in the
course of a year, in this one medium-sized
provincial town alone. :
_Then as to the fostering of good taste. Any-
one familiar with Soviet life knows the part
played in education by the history of the arts
—painting, sculpture, music—parallel with
organized school visits to museums, galleries,
concerts, ballet. It is sufficient to be familiar
with the Soviet press, even without visiting
the USSR, to be struck by the number of oc-
casions on which many columns of the news-
papers, sometimes a page at a time, are de-
voted to descriptions and appreciations of the
great novelists, poets, and painters of the
USSR -and other countries. A regular feature

d corrective class in hearing and speech
defects.

T . . .
of life in the capitals of the sixteen Union

Republics is the organization of festivals of

the national arts (particularly dancing, music,
opera, and the drama) of the other constit-
uent republics of the USSR. The youth of
the USSR play the leading part in thése fes-
tivals, whose participants include not only
professional artists but amateurs from the
villages. '

During the month we have taken as a
specimen there was a special nationwide dis-
play of children’s theaters. There are 100 such
theaters in the country, which play in eighteen
languages, before audiences which exceed
10,000,000 (Komsomolskaya Pravda, Novem-
ber 30). Fifty-two of these theaters entered the
contest for the right to take part in the All-
Union display of children’s theaters, whic’

began in February 1940. Over 100 plays.

were shown during the contest, drawing their
subjects from national folklore, Soviet life
of today, the history of Russia and of the
other peoples inhabiting the former Russian
empire, fairy stories, and the foreign classics
like Moliere and Shakespeare. On November
15 the final show opened in Moscow, per-
formed by two children’s theaters of Moscow
and eleven others from Georgia, the Ukraine,
etc.

IT IS CHARACTERISTIC, by the way, that the
same issue of Komsomolskaya Pravda for No-
vember 16 which announced the opening of
this Children’s Theater Display, and pub-
lished the letter from the collective farm
quoted above, should also publish—alongside
a mass of other information about youth ac-
tivity in factories and collective farms—two
lengthy items on the fostering of good taste
among the youth. One is an article by the well
known composer Gliere, Peoples’ Artist of the
USSR, drawing attention to a ten-day festi-
val of Soviet music beginning that evening, in
which operas, concertos, symphonies, and ora-
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torios of Soviet composers would be pre-
sented. The other feature is a two-column
fragment from an unpublished chapter of
Tolstoy’s first draft of his great novel War
and Peace. 1t describes the successful fighting
withdrawal of Russian troops numbering
4,000, under the command of Bagratsion, be-
fore a French army 40,000 strong. The de-
scription is perhaps even more topical today
than when published.

Finally we come to “training in habits of
practical service.” The material here is so
abundant that selection is difficult. Thus, on
November 12 we find the Communist League
of Youth of Smolensk taking the initiative in
recruiting thousands of youth volunteers to
assist collective farmers in layiag up cattle
fodder for the winter. As a result the collec-
tive farms, which had planned to store 300,000
tons of fodder in silos, found themselves pro-
vided with 450,000 tons—an average, says
the local correspondent, of three tons per cow.
Moreover, youth teams had carried out re-
pairs of cowsheds—whitewashing, etc.—on a
large scale throughout the region.

On November 17 there is an example taken
from the factories, where the youth again is
shown in the vanguard. Not that all are
blameless or held up as patterns: there are
many examples of bad work, neglect of proper
preparation for the opening of the trade
schools, hooliganism among older school chil-
dren, etc. But the striking and new features

are such things as happened, for example, at
the eleventh sector of the Ordjhonikidze oil-
field, where a big district was threatened with
flooding by a sudden new gusher. Working
for four hours under a hail of earth and
bursts of gas, the young workers led the
building of a new earth wall and dam and
saved immense quantities of oil. At the Kirov
Engineering Works at Leningrad, the initia-
tive of the youth has led to over 10,000
workers winning the proud title of Stakha-
novites—exemplary workers distinguished by
the rational organization of their job. Thanks
to the activities of a youth team recruited at
strategic points throughout the Marten shop,
this section of the work was regularly over-
fulfilling its daily output of steel, reaching 107
percent of the standard output on November
15. At the “Sickle and Hammer Works,”
Moscow, already decorated with the Order
of Lenin for its excellent results, a youth team
had secured the fulfillment of the year’s plan
of output in the sheet-rolling department by
November 15, six weeks ahead of time.

One more example in conclusion, taken
from the editorial in the issue of November
22. “How many valuable proposals and busi-
nesslike schemes does the Communist League
of Youth bring forward at meetings of col-
lective farm management committees, or at
general meetings! The organization of a new
orchard or vineyard, the cultivation of new
crops very much needed by the country, the

enlargement of vegetable gardens or meadows,
the organization of local fisheries, etc. . . .
For example, in the ‘Red Hero’ Collective
Farm (Ostrogojsk district, Voronezh region)
the league has deservedly won general re-
spect. They are the best Stakhanovites. They
inspired the creation of a rabbit farm, in which
there are at present about 1,000 Angora rab-
bits. A group of girls, headed by Haritina
Baidukova, secretary of the League Commit-
tee, have arranged a model system for looking
after the rabbits. The fur is worked up into
excellent ladies’ berets, and the rabbits will
this year bring this collective farm over 40,000
rubles income. Leaguers of the ‘Red Banner’
Collective Farm (Volkhov district, Orel re-
gion) are equally concerned for the expansion
of their economy. The best comrades here are
engaged on the cattle farms. Maria Chuyeva
is leader of a dairy farm which has a high
milk yield. Here last spring the members of
the Communist League of Youth set up a
poultry farm and built a useful dam.”

These are small events for a great country.
But their like occurs daily in thousands of
other places. Together, these innumerable ex-
amples of local initiative for the public good,
which at the same time is the good of the
individual, afford a ceaseless training for youth
in the habit of service—without any suspicion
or possibility that youth’s service is being ex-
ploited for private profit.

ANDREW ROTHSTEIN.
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IT'S NOT FUNNY

The Senate's farcical debate on the tax bill. A sad admission by the gentieman from North Dakota. He is

not alone. Industry is granted “little"" favors.

W ashington.

EN. Tom ConNNALLY of Texas, as dis-
S tinguished a southern bourbon as ever

defended the institution of slavery, has
again held aloft the banner of southern
womanhood. It all had to do with the ques-
tion of whether wealthy couples in certain
states should be allowed to continue splitting
up their income to escape heavy taxes. But
beneath all the mumbo jumbo about morality,
equality and freedom of womanhood, and
ancient traditions, it was hard to figure out
what all the shouting was about. “A woman
who is worthy to bear our sons is worthy to
have half the revenue produced by our hands,”
Connally told his Senate colleagues. Sen.
John Overton of Louisiana went even further
and said that the Senate Finance Committee
was committing an immoral act because it
was favoring common law marriages. Sen.
Walter F. George, urbane and dignified chair-
man of the Finance Committee, replied in
dead seriousness: ‘“Oh no, there is nothing
immoral in this thing. Just as surely as we
stand on the floor of the Senate, all the morali-
ties, in my judgment, are in favor of the tax
we have recommended.”

In eight states, known as the community-
property states and including Texas, Louisi-
ana, California, and Nevada, a husband can
divide his income and property and give his
wife half, so that each pays a tax on half
the amount he earns rather than a joint tax
on the total income. On an income of $500,-
000 you can save $28,701 by this little device.
The Senate Finance Committee simply pro-
posed that income shall be taxed to the spouse
whe earns it and not split in half. Senator
Connally’s statement that the committee was
out to tax the property of “poor folks in my
state” is a joke. In 1938 no married couple
earning under $5,000 in community-property
states used this tax loophole. But sixty-seven
percent of those earning above $10,000 were
only too glad to reaffirm their belief “in the
right of women to own property.”

The amendment to remove the advantage
of the community-property states was the most
debated item in the bill. Long, weighty legal
tomes were submitted by senators from these
states to show that the procedure dated back
to the Code Napoleon, that it was interfering
with states’ rights to abolish it, and then
topped it all off by declaring it was abso-
lutely unconstitutional. Well, they won their
fight and they didn’t even have to filibuster
for it. George, on behalf of the Finance Com-
mittee, bowed to the powerful oratory of
Connally and the others and moved to elimi-
nate the committee amendment. George made
a great show of saying that he still favored
the amendment but was offering this appease-
ment gesture in the “interest of expeditious
action.” Connally, whose appetite was whetted
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by that time and just rarin’ for a good fight,
agreed to the proposal but characterized it as
“the Japanese doctrine of saving face.”

GEORGE INDULGED in a great deal of face
saving throughout the debate on the bill. His
introductory remarks on the measure were an
elaborate answer to those who thought big
business should have been socked much
harder. He pointed out the imperative need
not to make the provisions of the bill so
“drastic as to chill the genius of creative
enterprise or paralyze the driving force of
the individual effort.” He went on to say
that next to the inducement of the profit
motive, the reward for risk kept our society
moving, and summed up: “I must confess
that in the tax bill as it passed the House,
and in the bill as it is reported to the Senate,
it is controlled somewhat, but I hope not
unduly.”

The senator was just kidding when he
said the bill would not “unduly” hamper
business. He knew quite well that the profits
could keep on piling up high just as before.
The Senate Finance Committee showed such
a tender regard for business that it was really
touching. Goodness knows, the House bill
coddled the big boys. But the Senate version
did all sorts of little favors for industry.
Why? Because of the pressure of trade asso-
ciations, the slick manipulations of lobbyists,
the activities of senators themselves who were
out to please the local big shots.

And the senators were rather frank in ad-
mitting this. They eliminated a provision in
the House bill which lifted the exemption on
excess-profits taxes given to strategic mining
companies. The remark of Sen. Alvah Adams
of Colorado is illuminating: “I know the
mining sections of the country are appre-
ciative of the consideration the committee

gave,” he said. The House provided a ten
percent manufacturers’ tax on electrical ap-
pliances. The Senate broadened the provision
to include gas and oil heaters, too, because
Sen. George stated so ‘“‘many objections
reached the committee” that the original mea-
sure discriminated against electrical manufac-
turers. The Senate rejected the House tax
on outdoor advertising without a word of
debate. George skipped the usual explanation
of the committee recommendation because
“we have certainly had enough correspon-
dence about it.” The tax on sales of radio
broadcasting companies was also rejected
without anyone even raising the why or where-
fore. The tax on soft drinks was eliminated.
No debate, just an aside from George that
it “penalized small bottlers.” Actually the
tax would have cost the Coca-Cola Co., the
biggest of them all, a few million dollars..
George’s concern for the small bottlers is all
very touching, but he is far better known for
his close interest in the wealthy Coca-Cola
outfit located in his district.

Perhaps the most amusing example of how
gently local business interests were treated
is the Senate’s action in reducing the tax on
gambling machines from the committee pro-
posal of $200 to fifty dollars. The debate on
this “significant” item was equalled only by
the fight on the community-property return.
The amendment was introduced by Berkeley
L. Bunker, junior senator from Nevada and
a bishop of the Mormon Church. Gambling
is legal in Nevada and takes up a good deal
of the time of the six-weeks’ dwellers of
Reno. Bunker, overlooking religion for the
moment, stated the $200 tax would just about
put the slot machine companies out of busi-
ness and take away a lot of revenue from
Nevada. This amendment caused a heated
debate on the advisability of taxing vice.
Bennett Champ Clark of Missouri said it
was equal to taxing prostitution. Sen. Pat
McCarran, senior statesman from Nevada,
immediately sprang to the defense of his fair
state and charged Clark with casting asper-
sions on the virtue of Nevada. In the middle
of the discussion on the slot machine amend-
ment, a terrific debate on Communism and
foreign policy suddenly bobbed up, with iso-
lationist Clark makihg frequent references to
“Bloody Joe Stalin,” and attacking the ad-
ministration’s policy of aid to the Soviet
Union. Inall the furore Senator Bunker got his
amendment through, but not before he solemn-
ly assured his colleagues that ‘I should like
to say that my friends in Nevada, who were
interested in this matter, have no connection
whatever with Mr. Stalin or Mr. Hitler.”

This debate was typical of the haphazard
way in which the Senate considered a tax bill
desperately needed to pay for the planes,
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Clinton

“Buck up, Colonel, Talmadge is still holding Atlanta.”

tanks, and guns being turned out on Ameri-
can assembly lines. Most of the senators are
only too eager to admit that they know noth-
ing about taxes, and the bill is practically
assured of passage the way it comes out of
committee. Sen. William Langer of North
Dakota complained, “Frankly, I cannot vote
intelligently on any of these amendments
because I do not know what I am voting on.”
And the senator from Connecticut, John
Danaher, admitted, ‘I usually take everything
that comes from the Committee on Finance
without dotting an ‘I’ or crossing a ‘t.””

The Senate Finance Committee therefore
bears the main responsibility for the tax bill
adopted by the Senate. And the $3,580,900,-
000 measure is certainly not a major con-
tribution to the fight against Hitlerism. In
the first place, it falls pitifully short of raising
enough money to keep the wheels of produc-
tion moving. Even more important, it is a
blow to morale and national unity because
it places the main tax burden on those who
can least afford to shoulder it.

IN ADDITION to the little favors granted in-
dustry, the Senate, on the suggestion of the
Finance Committee, really handed big busi-
ness some important concessions. It bowed
to reactionary demands to cut non-defense
expenditures by setting up a committee to
effect some $2,000,000,000 in savings. To
Senator Byrd, who saw his dream come true at
last, non-defense expenditures are synony-
mous with WPA, NYA, the food stamp plan,
and other necessary social services. Then the
Senate eliminated the special ten percent ex-
cess-profits tax aimed at steel and railroad
companies who aren’t paying any taxes now
because of the loopholes in the bill. Last year
US Steel made a profit of $155,800,000, but
paid no excess-profits tax. The whole yield
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expected from excess-profits taxes, under the
bill just passed and the present law, amounts
to a little over $2,000,000,000, less than fifteen
percent of all revenue expected. During the
first world war excess-profits taxes accounted
for forty-five percent of all revenue coming in.

On the other hand, taxes on individuals
were boosted substantially through lowering
exemptions and higher surtax rates. Heavier
excise taxes were levied on practically all
everyday articles, excluding food. The five-
dollar tax on the use of all automobiles, at-
tacked so strongly by the Treasury, was re-
tained. But the present $40,000 exemptions
on gift and estate taxes were left alone, al-
though the Treasury asked that they be low-
ered to $25,000. The only decent provision
in the bill is the surtax on corporations to
get at federal securities in the hands of banks
and insurance companies which are exempt
from the normal corporation tax. But here
again, there is still $19,000,000 of state and
local securities exempt which the bill didn’t
touch. The measure contains none of the
other Treasury proposals to fix up the excess-
profits tax by eliminating the average earn-
ings method, hit the oil and gas companies
harder, and make the joint return mandatory
for wealthy couples.

EVERYONE wants to contribute his just share
to the defense of the country, but when the
married man who is making thirty-eight dol-
lars a week realizes that the new bill makes
him pay an additional tax of $40.70 while
allowing General Motors to make profits of
$210,000,000 before paying an excess-profits
tax, his confidence in the administration is
going to be badly shaken. When he realizes
that an individual owning an estate of $41,000
has to pay a tax of only thirty dollars, the
same as a man earning $21.65 a week, he will

be more apt to listen to the America First
crowd.

The senate finance committee listened
with rapt attention to business lobbyists, but
ignored labor and progressive groups which
urged that now was the time to initiate a
democratic tax program. It should be empha-
sized that every time a tax bill comes before
Congress, business groups get to work im-
mediately and lobby for all they are worth.
They get results, too. It is only recently that
the CIO and such groups as the National
Lawyers Guild have begun to acquaint the
senators with the type of tax program labor
wants to see. This time the Senate paid scant
attention to their arguments, but more pres-
sure when the next tax bill is up may change
the situation.

As a matter of fact the Senate paid hardly
any attention to the program put forth by
Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau. They
did, of course, accept his proposal to lower -
the personal exemptions. It certainly was a
grave mistake for the Treasury to be out in
front with this suggestion and give reactionary
senators another excuse to put the main tax
burden on the people. But the secretary made
it plain that this proposal should not be
adopted unless his other proposals to tighten
up the loopholes in the present tax structure
were also adopted. Of course things didn't’
work out that way. Part of the blame is
to be borne by the administration leaders
in the Senate. They put up no fight at all
to get the Treasury’s constructive suggestions
incorporated in the bill. They supported the
bill as it came out of committee and made
no attempt to change it.

This weak administration position in the
Senate played to some extent into the hands
of the appeasement group. Bob La Follette,
who for years has been the outstanding pro-
ponent of broadening the tax base, suddenly
reversed his position. He made political capital
by attacking the bill as inequitable and ap-
pearing as the champion of the low income
groups. Most of the other members of the
appeasement group in the Senate—Vanden-
berg, Taft, Clark, and Nye—who are cer-
tainly not noted for their interest in the
underdog, also attacked the bill as unjust.
Even Senator Vandenberg was opposed to low-
ering of personal. exemptions. He rather
favored his own pet theory of a general sales
tax to hit the workers.

These isolationists attacked the tax bill in
order to discredit the administration’s foreign
policy. A .democratic tax bill should raise all
the revenue needed and levy taxes according
to ability to pay. The tax bill just passed
by the Senate doesn’t measure up to either
qualification. The administration has the re-
sponsibility to remedy this situation when the
next tax bill comes up. It should bear in
mind that the American people are prepared
to accept necessary sacrifices, but they want
to make sure that all groups and that means
wealthy corporations and individuals too, are
bearing their share of the defense burden.

Eva LapIN.
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THE BASIS OF SOVIET MILITARY LEADERSHIP

No "born to the sword" nonsense. A command democratically chosen for merit and achievement. Science,
strategy, and tactics. What the Red Army General Staff has accomplished.

“I saw the Future and it works.”—Lincoln Steffens
after his first visit to Moscow in 1919.

cry of enthusiasm have been worrying
the bourgeois world for two decades. It
is, therefore, quite natural that all their ef-
forts should be directed toward proving that
this is not so. Failures of the Soviet Union
in the factory, on the farm, in the school, in
science, and government, must be ‘“demon-
strated.” In addition to this, due to the ad-
vent of the war period which has been a pall
over the world since 1931, special emphasis
has been laid on “proving” that the Soviet
system could produce neither generals, offi-
cers, soldiers, nor armaments of good quality.
Of course, after many years the truth
about Soviet industry, agriculture, education,
science, and government, has to a certain
extent seeped into the world. This is not
so, however, concerning questions of a mili-
tary nature, because most professional sol-
diers in the bourgeois world are reactionary.
A majority of these officers have tacitly united
in an effort to “prove” that the land of so-
cialism could not produce a good army be-
cause it dispensed with the military caste,
blasted the conception that one should die
joyfully for somebody else’s pocket, and in-
troduced a system whereby no private profits
are made on anything, including armaments.
The result of this was supposed to be (and
had to be proven to be) a dearth of strate-
gists and tacticians, a total absence of fighting
spirit among the troops, and a general and
woeful deficiency in armaments.

THE two last words of Lincoln Steffens’

THE PEOPLE inhabiting five-sixths of the
world were fed on this stuff for a decade,
the apogee of the ‘“Red-Army-is-no-damn-
good” campaign being reached in 1937 when
it was comparatively easy to take advantage
of the traitors’ trials to say: “Well, they did
have eight good generals after all, but they
shot them. So now there are no more good
generals left.” But after that came the battles
against Japan at Khassan and Nomonhan in
1938-39, the march into western Byelo-Russia
and the western Ukraine, the Soviet-Finnish
war, and finally the military cataclysm of June
22, 1941. It became clear that Soviet planes fly,
Soviet guns shoot, Soviet tanks roll, and,
above all, millions of Soviet soldiers foolishly
seem to be fighting to the death for their own
homes and interests.

Grudgingly and gingerly, step by step, the
brass hats began to concede things. Yes, the
Red Army had licked the Japanese twice, but
. . . this was a small “vestpocket” war. Yes,
the Red Army marched to meet the German
army in September 1939 hard and fast and
the operations came off strictly on schedule,
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but . . . there was no real military opposition.

True, the Soviet tanks stood up against
the German tanks. Undoubtedly the Soviet
fliers were not knocked out of the sky in the
first week. They hit hard at the German
troops, they raided Berlin and eastern Ger-
many repeatedly, and are quite able to pro-
tect their capitals. They have even developed
a special technique of ramming German
. er . . . requires
considerable skill and . . . well . . . courage.

THE FIGHTERS of the Red Army die rather
than surrender. They are not afraid of en-
circlement and consider such a contingency
to be “just one of those things.” Finally, the
entire population of the Soviet Union seems
to have received arms of one kind or another
and, in spite of that, it stubbornly refuses
to turn against its own government. It turns
against the invader instead. Even the women.
Percival Knauth in the New York Tlimes of
September 7 had a nice phrase. He wrote
that the Germans in Russia find that “there
are no girls—the Russian women carry guns.”

But—and here is another last stand “but”
—the Red generals don’t know their strategy.
Tactics —huh, yes. They seem to know some-
thing about that, but strategy—how could
they? They have not been born to the sword.
Their ancestors were not officers. They never
absorbed the culture of the officers’ mess.
Command with them is not a matter of
heredity. And, furthermore, sings the brass
hat chorus, the Red Army in 1937 shot its
best military leaders and they were the only
ones who understood strategy.

These gentlemen conveniently forget that
almost a quarter of a century has passed since
the Russian Imperial Army disintegrated and
a new, Red Army was built. A new genera-

tion of military leaders has grown up. Those
top men who came up from the ranks had
ample time to get their schooling as well as
ample occasion to gain fighting experience.
The fact that these leaders were chosen in
a really democratic way for their achieve-
ments and from the entire population,
clearly works to the advantage of the service
by freeing the army of the liability of getting
“born” military leaders whose main qualifica-
tion at times used to be an aunt who was influ-
ential at court, a handsome figure “made” for
the uniform, or even the ability to imitate
the cries of different animals. (It must be con-
fessed that the latter example refers not to
a Russian Imperial general, but to a minister
of the interior who got his job because he
could imitate the fawning of “a panther in
love.”)

In this connection it would be well to
look at the requirements for a so-called strate-
gist and strip the concept itself of all accom-
panying hocus pocus with which it is being
presented to the layman. In order to under-
stand what makes a strategist and a tactician,
it is necessary to understand the words strat-
egy and tactics. Let us take several classical
definitions :

The American Soldier: ‘“Strategy gets you
there and tactics puts you in.” ‘

General Clausewitz: “Tactics is the doc-
trine of the use of troops in battle, whilst
strategy is the doctrine of the use of battles
in the pursuit of war aims.” (While one is
bound to agree with the general idea, it is
quite surprising that Clausewitz, who was
a pupil of Hegel, should use the term “doc-
trine”’ in the definition of two concepts which
spring primarily from movement. However,
this belongs purely to the domain of phi-
losophy.)

Moltke the Elder: He defines tactics much
as Clausewitz does. He defines strategy as
“the practical adaptation of all the means
at a military commander’s disposal toward the
achievement of the object in view.” And,
elaborating on the idea, Moltke adds: “Strat-
egy is a system of makeshifts. It is more
than science, it is the application of science
to practical affairs; it is carrying through am
originally conceived plan under a constantly
shifting set of circumstances. It is the art of
acting under the pressure of the most difficult
kind of conditions. Strategy is the application
of common sense in the work of leading an
army; its teachings hardly go beyond the first
requirements of common sense; its value lies
entirely in its concrete application. It is a
matter of understanding correctly at every
moment a constantly changing situation, and
then doing the simplest and most natural thing
with energy and determination. This is what
makes war an art, an art that is served by
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many sciences. Like every art, war cannot be
learned rationally, but only by experience. In
war as in art there can be no set standards,
nor can a code of rules take the place of
brains.” [My emphasis—T.] Good old Prus-
sian junker Moboltke! He could not have
blasted the idea of an ‘hereditary caste of
strategists”’ better if he had been a Marxist,
which he certainly was not.

Taking von Moltke at his word we see
that not only is there nothing to prevent
the Soviet system from producing good strat-
egists, but that it has all the prerequisites
for doing so. “Application of science to prac-
tical affairs”? Why, this is the very outlook
of Soviet life! “Carrying through an orig-
inally conceived plan under a constantly shift-
ing set of circumstances”? But this is meat
to the dialectician! “The application of com-
mon sense in the work of leading an army”?
Is there anybody who will advance the theory
that common sense can only be the result of
either genteel heredity or upper class up-
bringing?

We see that there is nothing in the Soviet
system to preclude the formation of a set of
good military leaders. On the other hand,
there is everything in that system to foster
such an establishment on the broadest base.
First, no economic, racial, or class barriers
stand between the citizen and the marshal’s
star. The system draws for its military leaders
upon the entire people. It is evident that by
the very force of the theory of probabilities
the choice is wider and better than under all
other systems. Second, the very theoretical
foundation of the Soviet system—dialectical
materialism—with all it implies, forms the
best possible base for strategical thought.

As we said before, a majority of so-called
military critics, much against their ‘better”
feelings, have conceded the fact that Soviet
fighters, Soviet morale, Soviet arms, and So-
wiet tactics are good. Some have even con-
ceded, as did the chief of the British Military
Mission in Moscow, Lieut. Gen. McFarlane,
that Soviet staff work and supreme lead-
ership were excellent. But the majority of
the “experts” still chew their cud about the
“‘inferior” Soviet command. Let us examine
in a broad way what this command has done:

1. It succeeded in weathering the sudden
onslaught of a thrice superior number of
enemy troops as well as extricating its ad-
wvanced armies from extremely exposed posi-
tions along a “bulgy” border.

2. It succeeded in covering its mobilization
by a skillful and slow retreat to the fortified
zone without permitting the enemy to effect
a single strategic breakthrough.

3. It not only upset the entire timetable of
the German General Staff, but it also
frustrated its plan to attack and capture Mos-
cow in the hope that the whole Soviet state
would collapse and the Ukraine would fall
like a ripe plum into Hitler’s lap.

4. It frustrated the German alternate plan
to cut up and destroy the Red Army, elimi-
mating it as a fighting force.
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5. It successfully maintained its commu-
nication system under extremely difficult cir-
cumstances and continues to maintain it up
to this day.

6. It organized and now directs the ex-
tremely complex operations of guerrillas over
an enormous area. This in itself is no mean
staff achievement.

7. It organized, planned, and executed the
scorched earth policy. This is not a matter
of simply sticking a match to a barn or a
fuel tank, but requires minute planning in
advance.

8. Finally, the High Command of the Red
Army performed the gigantic task of mobiliz-
ing, training, arming, and organizing an en-
tire people into a people’s army.

9. And it is admitted even by Lowell Lim-
pus, the military kibitzer of the New York

Daily News, that Marshal Budenny performed
a near miracle in extricating his armies from
the Ukrainian trap a month ago.

THESE are some of the achievements of
the Soviet military leadership. It seems to me
that they speak for themselves. In evaluating
them it should not be forgotten that the So-
viet Union does not fight Germany alone. It
has Finland, Rumania, Slovakia, Hungary,
as full-fledged enemies, plus a motley array
of all sorts of “crusaders” like Italy, Spain,
Vichy France, etc. It has Japan and other
countries to watch, and watch very closely.
And the Soviet Union fights, unfortunately,
almost alone. All this must be considered
when evaluating the work of the Soviet High
Command.

CoroNEL T,

Examine carefully the photograph above .and then look at the one below which
appeared in the New York “Daily News” on August 26. The picture above of Soviet
farm women defending their village was sent by radio from Moscow. Before it was
published in appeaser Patterson’s newspaper, the photo was retouched to make these
determined and courageous women look starved and cruel. The face of the woman
on the right was neatly transformed into that of a killer. There is a long tradition of
faking anti-Soviet photos in appeasement newspapers like the “Daily News,” the

“Chicago Tribune,” and thé Hearst press.
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“Let's Free Browder Now''

HE fight to free Earl R. Browder gains

momentum in the unions. Each day more
and more spokesmen of the AFL and CIO
demand his immediate release from Atlanta
penitentiary. Michael Quinn, president of the
Seattle AFL Ship Scalers, declared that
“Browder’s immediate release becomes imper-
ative in the effort for national unity in the
defeat of Hitlerism.” Nineteen heads of Min-
nesota CIO unions, including officials of the
United Electrical, Radio, and Machine Work-

ers, the United Automobile Workers, the In-

ternational Woodworkers, and the United
Office and Professional Workers, stated that
“the liberation of Earl Browder at this time
would be a valuable example . . . to demon-
strate the determination of the American peo-
ple to set aside all differences which must be
subordinated for victory in the all-out united
effort today.” Marine workers on the Atlantic
and Pacific coasts have raised the slogan “Let’s
Free Browder Now.” Fifteen officials of the
AFL Bakery and Confectionery Workers
wrote President Roosevelt that by freeing
Browder, “You will strengthen the belief of
the American people in the inviolability of
the US Constitution and Bill of Rights, as
well as achieve our higher degree of unity.”
The list grows impressively long.

The Citizens Committee to Free Browder
has now issued a petition to which all persons
of good will should sign their names and lend
their weight 'to this crucial struggle to
strengthen the anti-fascist movement. The
committee hopes to send 100,000 names to the
President within the next few weeks. Those
who have already signed include Tom
Mooney, chairman, James Waterman Wise,
Meta Berger, Josephine Truslow Adams,
Warren Billings, Arturo Giovanetti, Dr. W.
E. B. DuBois, Rev. F. Hastings Smith, Sara
Bard Field, Charles E. S. Wood, Richard
Wright, and many, many others.

Twelfth Week

HE localized counter-blows that Marshal

T'imoshenko’s armies have been delivering
at the Nazi forces in the central sector of the
Soviet front since mid-August have now grown
into a major Soviet victory. Eight German
divisions, numbering about 120,000 men, have
been routed and forced to retreat, and the
Red Army has reoccupied the town of Elnya,
about forty-five miles southeast of Smolensk.
The Soviet troops have accomplished the un-
precedented: they have for the first time
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routed a large German army. Retaining the
initiative, they are now in a position to
threaten both Smolensk and Gomel.

These successes were the most important
military development in a week in which the
pressure on Leningrad increased as the Nazis
hurled vast numbers of men, planes, tanks,
and guns into a desperate effort to capture
the cradle of the socialist revolution before
the snow begins to fly. Despite Nazi claims of
having completely encircled the city, the be-
leaguered Soviet forces, commanded by Mar-
shal Voroshilov, have made successful counter-
attacks north and south. In Leningrad, as in
Kiev and Odessa to the South, the entire
population is participating in the defense of
the city, giving new testimony to the super-
lative morale and fighting spirit of the Soviet
people.

In the Ukraine the Nazis have been unable
to make any headway since Marshal Budenny
executed what Major George Fielding Eliot
called “one of the most successful delaying
and withdrawal operations in military his-
tory.” All. Nazi efforts to advance from the
west bank of the lower Dnieper have been
repulsed, whereas Soviet forces at one point
succeeded in forcing their way back across
the river and establishing a sizable bridgehead.

Thus, as the twelfth week of the Nazi
invasion of the USSR nears its close, none of
the objectives of the German high command
has been achieved: the Red Army has not
been destroyed, but, on the contrary, grows
stronger ; Soviet industry and agriculture have
not been crippled through the seizure of vital
resources; no major Soviet city has been
captured.

ONE YEAR AGO the British people seemed help-
less under the furious pounding of the luft-
waffe. Today they are beginning to pay back
in kind. During the past week the Royal Air
Force made its heaviest raid on Berlin since
the war began and followed the next night
with another heavy attack, damaging military
and industrial objectives. But even more spec-
tacular was the raid on Spitsbergen, Norwe-
gian island in the Arctic Circle, made by
British, Canadian, and Norwegian troops.
Spitsbergen has valuable coal mines, which are
reported to have been destroyed, thus prevent-
ing them from falling into the hands of the
Nazis. Practically the entire civilian popula-
tion, numbering between 700 and 1,000, was
transported to England. It is not clear whether
an occupying force was left behind. Spits-

" bergen, since it flanks the northern sea routes

and is within flying distance of the Soviet
islands of Novaya Zemlya and the port of
Murmansk, might serve as an air base for an
allied invasion of Norway.

Scorched Earth in France

R EADERS of NEw MAssEs remember the ar-
ticles of Gabriel Peri in this publication:
the foreign editor of Humanite and former
vice chairman of the foreign affairs committee

" of the Chamber of Deputies commanded re-

spect on both sides of the Atlantic. Today M.
Peri faces the guillotine. Le Cri du Peuple; a

Vichy publication, served its Berlin masters
promptly, in demanding Peri’s head for that
most atrocious of all crimes in France today—
patriotism. Peri’s name tops the list of thirty
to forty thousand Frenchmen held as hostages
to Hitler in Paris alone.

The Nazis and the Petain stoolpigeon re-
gime are desperately striving to halt the series

of anti-Hitler demonstrations sweeping the -

country. And they use the only method they
know—a medieval terrorism which is the mea-
sure of their fear. For the people of France
have embarked upon a scorched earth policy
of their own. Despite the widely advertised
threat of death for sabotage, only last week
the railroad to Leman was so crippled that all
traffic stopped on the main line from Paris
to the Brittany coast for thirty hours. Nazi
soldiers continue to fall mortally wounded on
Paris streets: a sort of guerrilla warfare is
spreading over the country.

The people are casting their vote—in the
ways an enslaved people find—on Vichy’s col-
laborationist policies. It is obvious by now,
to anyone who wishes to see, that Petain’s
government does not represent the people of
France. It is disconcerting, to say the least,
to read that Admiral Leahy attended the pro-
ceedings where Petain formed his fascistic
Legion. It is more than disconcerting to ob-
serve apparent complacency in high quarters
here at the pro-Nazi espionage activities stem-
ming from Vichy’s embassy in Washington.
The New York Herald Tribune deserves
commendation for unearthing the subversive
activities of Ambassador Henri-Haye’s staff
here. The “Jean Musa incident” alarms all
who want to clear this country of Nazi agents.
And now another French fascist leader has
been permitted to enter the country: one
Armand Gregoire, an associate of the infamous
Otto Abetz, present German ambassador in
Paris, who bought up all who could be had
for money in the French capital before the
war. The question naturally arises: how much

money has M. Gregoire at his disposal to do ;

an Abetz job here. The American people, for
their own protection, must demand that
Henri-Haye and his whole entourage of trait-
ors be expelled from the country at once.

Red-Baiting Loses
Y REFUSING to be intimidated by Red-
baiting, by standing up to the bogey in-
stead of attempting to avoid it or get around
it, the delegates to the convention of United
Electrical, Radio, and Machine Workers,
CIO, proved that the Red scare loses its
menace once it is faced foursquare. The Red-
baiters came to the UE convention primed to
raise the devil. The delegates wanted to
know: What are the Red-baiters after? What
are their motives? And the delegates were
not asking rhetorical questions; unlike Pilate,
they stayed for an answer—and a complete
answer at that. And when they heard the
advocates of disunity lamely give their “‘rea-
sons,” they overwhelmingly rejected a policy
that could only bring harm to their organi-
zation. . _
They elected Albert J. Fitzgerald presi-
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dent. James Carey, his predecessor, had
capitulated at times to the Red-baiters, and
he had been guilty of raising scares on his
own account. He refused to renounce his po-
sition. And so, in self-protection, the union
replaced him with a man who realizes the
implications of witch hunts. Certainly the
conservative Fitzgerald is a long way from
being a Communist: but as an honest unionist
he is sure of the full support of any Com-
munist who happens to be a member of the
UE, and of the support of the full member-
ship which desires to press forward with or-
ganization and to implement the fight against
Hitlerism. The membership served warning
that it will tolerate no diversion weakening
to the union and ruinous of the important
unity it has forged.

Track to Higher Wages

HE five railroad brotherhoods and the four-
teen cooperating organizations in the rail-
road industry have taken the largest strike
vote in their history. It is being counted as
we go to press, but there is no doubt that
it will authorize by an overwhelming majority

. ~ strike against the companies which have re-

cted out of hand all demands of the work-
ers. According to the terms of the Railroad
Labor Act, the President will thereupon de-
clare a state of emergency in the industry,
and will appoint a three-man fact finding
board, whose recommendations, while not
binding, will nevertheless carry immense
weight.

Needless to say, the machinery set up to
handle railroad labor disputes does not help
the workers reach a speedy settlement. Forced
mediation, with its endless delays, only gives
the employers ample time to prepare to break
the strike, should the workers be forced in the
end to walk out. And it is both disappointing
and dangerous that the government has not
brought strong pressure on the companies to
neet the legitimate demands.of the men and
aat union officials have bogged down in their

‘customary ultra-conservative attitudes.

The brotherhoods are asking for wage in-
creases, the first since 1937, to meet the
rapidly rising cost of living; they oppose
changes in work rules that would do away
with seniority and practically wipe out union
contracts. The fourteen cooperating organi-

" zations also demand wage raises, oppose the

rules changes, and in addition, ask for two
weeks’ vacation with pay. [t goes without say-
ing that they are fighting the attempt by the
western railroads to put through a ten percent
wage reduction.

" A few facts should be borne in mind. The
cost of living is rising rapidly. The rail com-
panies report earnings of $433,538,408 for
the first six months of 1941, compared with
$245,523,110 for a similar period last year.
The railroad workers are an important part
of our national defense effort. Their standard
of living depends on winning their demands.
The companies are well able to pay—they are
making greater profits than they have in
years. The President’s emergency board will
have a relatively simple problem to determine
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the real situation. The railroad workers have
no wish to strike—but they will not tolerate
starvation pay and the cancellation of gains
won in the past with great sacrifice and
struggle.

What About Qil?

ONE thing all the excitement over the oil
shortage accomplished—it drew atten-

tion to the whole question of the oil monopoly.

The Senate investigation has already revealed

some interesting facts that do little to make

the great oil companies more endearing.

In the first place, there was never any
question about insufficient oil production. Dif-
ficulties were caused by lack of transporta-
tion, because most of the tanks, which were
owned by the oil companies, were busy tak-
ing oil to the Allies. There were not enough
tankers to provide Great Britain and the So-
viet Union, and yet keep supplies of crude
oil and gasoline at normal proportions in the
East. With this premise, it was to be ex-
pected that the price of oil would rise ab-
ruptly. Senator Gillette pointed out that on
the day that Ralph K. Davies, vice president
of Standard Oil of California, was appointed
deputy coordinator under Secretary Ickes, his
company boosted the price of crude oil three-
quarters of a cent, and Standard Oil of New
Jersey increased the price of gasoline in the
East by two cents. It is also interesting to
note that fourteen of the twenty-three mem-
bers of the Advisory Oil Council are defen-
dants in an anti-trust suit brought by the
government against the oil interests, and
twelve of them were previously found guilty
in a similar suit.

Moreover, Labor, organ of the railroad
brotherhoods, pointed out in June that 18,-
000 tank cars were idle—and these cars were
owned by the oil companies, a majority of
them by a Standard Oil subsidiary. Just last
week these tank cars were “discovered.” J. J.
Pelley, head of the Association of American
Railroads, confirmed their existence before
the Senate committee. But why did the oil
companies take so long to find this belated
“cure” for the transportation bottleneck?
Could it be, as O. A. Knight, president of
the CIO Oil Workers Union, charged, that
the Rockefeller monopoly was stimulating
shortages? Were the large companies inter-
ested in having the government build pipe-
lines through states with legislation forbidding

such construction to private concerns? Did
the companies expect to control these lines
as they did the tankers and tank cars? What
truth is there in the accusation that the com-
panies were anxious to pipe gasoline rather
than crude oil, thus doing away with refineries
in New Jersey and elsewhere in the East (be-
cause the New Jersey workers were organized
and had forced the companies to pay seven
cents more per hour than workers received
in the unorganized South)?

The pipelines should be built—that is ob-
vious. But they should be controlled by the
government. Moreover, shortages of gasoline
will be borne cheerfully enough if such sacri-
fice is necessary to smash Hitler. Yet let us
not demand useless “‘sacrifices” to increase the
profits -of the oil companies. Congress must
make sure that the few do not exploit the
determination of the many in the name of
national defense.

The Senate committee has the obligation
to unearth the facts, to provide the public
with complete answers to these questions.
Obviously the oil companies are attempting to
strengthen their control of oil transportation.
Just as the Aluminum Co. put profits ahead
of the country’s security, so the oil compa-
nies use a national emergency to gouge new
concessions and to advance their private in-
terests.

Diesmania
M ARTIN DIEs is at it again., This time he's
gunning directly for national defense, '
training his Red Scare rifle on the Wash-
ington personnel. In a letter to President
Roosevelt, the Texas congressman demands
the prompt dismissal of Price Controller Leon
Henderson and four of his principal subordi-
nates, The charges against them are typical
Diesmania.

Monotonous as the congressman’s pointing-
with-alarm has become, this latest gesture has
new meaning. Notice the charge against Hen-
derson—simply that he was not on the side
of the Nazis and their Chamberlain servants
who stabbed Spanish democracy. And Mr.
Dies coolly asks the President to throw out
defense personnel on the basis of their anti-
Nazi and pro-labor activities. Not that this
sort of Hitlerism is anything new with the
loud-mouthed gentleman from Texas. But
now he expresses it more dangerously, by func-
tioning as a Red-baiting agency of Nazi sym-
pathizers who would like nothing better than
to sabotage defense by discrediting it and
stripping off all democratic features. It is a
pity that Leon Henderson has failed to take
a stronger stand. While he pooh-poohed the
charges and refused to act on them, Mr. Hen-
derson promised to fire anyone in his depart-
ment whom the Civil Service Commission
would name a Communist. This attitude, that
Communists haven’t a right to employment,
is no help in the problem of combating Dies-
men. The congressman has already dnnounced
that he will name fifty more OPACS “Reds.”
Mr. Dies is out for a purge in the grand style.
The way to stop him is to stop- him now—
without conceding one point.
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RABINDRANATH TAGORE

He could not quite reach the mainstream of Indian life, but he gave his people a deep sense of their tradi-

tions and culture.

HEN I read the announcement that
WRabindranath Tagore had died at the

age of eighty, I thought immediately
of his line in Stray Birds:

Let me not put myself wrongly to my world
and set it against me.

And then I thought of the first time I ever
saw that prophetic figure, back in college days
in the twenties; and then of the days I spent
in Santiniketan, his international university
in rural Bengal, in the thirties. The first time
he was aging; the second time, bent; the fact
that he lived another decade is a further indi-
cation of the remarkable vital forces which
welled up within him.

That these forces never flowed into, and
again out of, the main lifestream of the Indian
people is the great pity of his work. In Gitan-
jali he sings, plaintively,

I am eager and wakeful, I am a stranger in
a strange land.

Thy breath comes to me, whispering an im-
possible hope.

Thy tongue is known to my heart as its
very own.

O Far-to-seek, O the keen call of thy flute!

I forget, I ever forget, that I know not the
‘away, that I have not the winged horse.

When I saw him in the thirties, I was on
‘the way home from Cairo. I had seen demon-
strations in Bombay and Calcutta, and went
out to Santiniketan for what I hoped would
e an introduction to the cultural side of the
Indian emancipation movement.

Indian hospitality is unqualified at San-
‘tiniketan, and immediately after arrival I
found myself witnessing the celebration of a
monsoon festival, hundreds and perhaps thou-
sands of years old in the culture of the Indian
people. There was music, drama, dancing.
«Gurudeva (divine teacher, Tagore’s only
designation in Santiniketan) was sitting on a
raised platform, apparently lost in contempla-
‘tion or appreciation,

Though it was all extremely interesting, 1
could not get away from the fact that I was
witnessing something “pretty’”’ rather than pro-
“found.

In the remaining time I spent there, I
-studied rather closely the rest of that rambling,
happy, fascinating colony of several hundred
.souls seeking culture amid the unbelievably
expansive sky of the smiling Bengal country-
side. In addition to its primary, middle, and
college departments, there was a school of an-
«cient Oriental languages, an art school, and
a rural reconstruction unit. Certainly it repre-
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His prolific writings. ,

sented the interests of a broad, catholic mind.

Since that time I have studied the prolific
writings of Tagore and have come to the fol-
lowing general conclusion: that he was great,
but not nearly so great as his superlative ca-
pacities might have made him.. He was great
as a leading excavator of a submerged, highly
developed Indian classical culture; he was
great as the creator of a Bengali literature
in the language of the people; he was great

as a Hindu anti-ascetic; he was great as an

interpreter of Indian culture to the West;
he was great, in his own way, as a humani-
tarian.

His greatness as a poet—and it is on this
score that he has the right to be judged princi-
pally—is more seriously open to question. That
his works breathe a lyric beauty is indubitable.
That they suffer, and decisively, from the
sickness of the colonial aristocratic culture of
which their creator was a part—if a restive
one—is, I fear, equally indubitable. Probably
it is valid to say that it is in an aching yearning
toward what is truly human, modern, demo-
cratic, vital—and thus beautiful—that they
approach greatness. It is the poet’s apparent
unconsciousness of what prevents him from
reaching his own esthetic fruition which is the
tragedy of Tagore’s unusually gifted writing.

Let us say plainly what is meant. Tradition-
ally the recorded culture of India, as of all
pre-democratic lands, was aristocratic. The
Brahmins were the keepers of it, and the cul-
ture of the Brahmins did not come from sweat,
toil, fighting, growth. It came from leisure
and contemplation growing out of patronage
from the rich and powerful,

Nor is this all. It came from other-worldli-

Giacomo Patri

ness. Why it was that the Indian intelligentsia
became even more deeply enamored of the in-
visible, the unconditioned, the unattainable,
than their ancient and medieval contempo-
raries, exceeds this author’s knowledge. But
they did. The traditional man of knowledge
in India was not only remote from the masses
of people, but from the world of reality alto-
gether. His basic presupposition was that ordi-
nary life is a meaningless wheel of senseless
striving ; that the fruition of intellectual ex-
perience is realization of its inanity.

Now Tagore, son of a most illustrious
Bramin family, had his roots deep in all this.
True, his father was a leading founder of
the Brahmo-Samaj, a reformation agaiy
caste and other deep abuses. But this move-.
ment never had a popular base. It was, and {
continues to be, aristocratic.

To his lasting honor Tagore strove, with
his powerful capacities, to overcome this limi-
tation. He sensed, though he could not clearly
come to terms with, the whole broad sweep of
modern Indian life. In this connection let us
look at a verse anticipating the day of his
death (Gitanjali):

When I go from hence let this be my part-
ing word, that what I have seen is unsur-
passable.

I have tasted of the hidden honey of this
lotus that expands on the ocean of light, and
thus I am blessed—Ilet this be my partin
word. {
In this playhouse of infinite forms I have
had my play and here I have :caught sight of .
what is formless.

My whole body and my limbs have thrilled
with hisitouch who is beyond touch; and if the
end comes here, let it come—let this ‘be my
parting word.

Not a mile from Santiniketan toiled peas-
ants for whom life was and is anything but
“‘unsurpassable” ; who tasted no “honey,” hid-
den or otherwise; for whom the only “ocean
of light” was the pitiless sun scorching them
in the rice fields; for whom the world was
no ‘“playhouse” but a bitter workhouse ; whose '
“body and limbs” thrilled with nothing better
than malaria; to whom “the end” came in
undernourishment, premature old age, exhaus-
tion.

For these, Tagore set up his rural recon-
struction unit. That his “parting word” had
to be about himself, and not about their life-
meaning and their struggles for something
better, was what made him “a stranger in a
strange land.” Such is nearly always the fate
of the sensitive aristocracy.
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But this is only part of the story. Tagore
did struggle with his limitations and he did,
and will, contribute to the emancipation of
his people.

He did more than anyone alive to kill the
“blue Briton,” a pitiable species which flour-
ished around the turn of the century and is,
unfortunately, by no means extinct. The “blue
Briton” was the occidentally educated Indian
who believed that the road to culture inevi-
tably led through Oxford or Cambridge and
that its hallmark was contempt for everything
Indian. Naturally a colonial government en-
couraged this breed, often in solid cash terms.
They became not only the enlightened, but the
governing officials—in minor posts, of course.
They became the bridges over which the im-
perialists sauntered, exchanging “culture” and
the market-hungry commodities of Birming-
ham for jute, cotton, rice, handicraft.

Tagore dealt them deadly blows. He knew
the West too well to believe that India had
anything to gain from imitating its worst
crudities and injustices. Furthermore he knew
that centuries of foreign domination had sub-

~ =rged an Indian culture which, for its time,

.s rich and highly developed. He unearthed
this classical culture, and he heightened the
appreciation for contemporary folk art—in
poetry, in painting, in sculpture, in the dance,
in the drama. By so doing, he gave the Indian
people a pride of tradition which played, and
will play, an important part in their struggle
for freedom, .

But where there is no freedom, strange
things happen to the intellectual who is essen-
tially remote from the life of the people. After
killing the “blue Briton,” Tagore too often
expressed in his writings this counsel to his
people: You are held in thralldom by a foreign
power, which is infinitely stronger than you
in a military and political way. Now you know
that you are infinitely its superior culturally

d spiritually; content yourself with this

e

{ L
. .asowledge, and have assurance that it will

eventually bring you freedom.

Thus the intellectual disciples of Tagore
in India, though no “blue Britons,” have all
too often been so preoccupied with asserting
the honorableness of their cultural past that
they had neither time nor energy for strug-

gling for its future of freedom—the only .

matrix in which its rich gifts can flower again
in a new time.

This had, and has, important practical ef-
fects upon the struggle for India’s freedom
and her participation in the world struggle
for the defeat of fascism. There can be little
doubt that, during the first two decades of the
present century, two men most decisively af-
fected the outlook of the Indian people:
Gandhi and Tagore. This is not the occasion
for dwelling upon the profound inadequacies
of Gandhi’s nationalist leadership. Leaving
them aside (as, in the writer’s opinion, the
Indian people must leave both them and him
aside before they emancipate themselves), he
did come to prominence and win leadership
on the basis of strong emphasis upon one of
the two dominant social aspirations of the In-
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dian people: freedom from foreign rule. Upon
the other—freedom from the galling yoke of
an atavistic domestic system—he also provided
articulate, if equally inadequate, leadership.
Had Tagore related his cultural expression
to these powerful drives, India might today be

considerably advanced in its own freedom and

its potential contribution to an embattled
democratic world. But, except for a repentant
period in his declining years, he did not.

Because of the time in which he lived, Ta-
gore was the wrong kind of internationalist.
Moses would be unknown today if he had
counseled the Jews to convert Pharaoh by
their spiritual heritage and, meanwhile, go on
making bricks without straw—and without
payment. Tagore only confused the Indian
people, only curbed their nascent nationalist
militancy, by talking of “cross-fertilization of
cultures.” There is another name, and a
shorter one, for fertilization when it is im-
posed against the will of one party.

It is probably outside India that Tagore
has made his greatest contribution to the In-

‘dian people. He was certainly a real inter-

nationalist in the simple physical sense, for ‘he
circled and recircled the globe in his lecture
tours. His verse, and his very presence, were
powerful antidotes to the foreign office propa-
ganda about Britain’s high moral obligation
to bring enlightenment to a disunited, savage
people. He made it abundantly plain that
India was highly enlightened and unusually
united (according to the standards of the age)
centuries before England was anything but a
barbaric island off the coast of a savage conti-
nent.

How genuine friends of India might wish
that Tagore could follow to the lecture plat-
form every glass-eyed Indian “holy man” who
so bewitches American audiences, particularly
those of middle-aged, genteel ladies! They all
need to hear one of India’s outstanding literary
figures saying, in The Gardener,

No, my friends, I shall never be an ascetic,
whatever you may say.

I shall never be an ascetic if she doesn’t
take the vow with me.

It is'my firm resolve that if I cannot find a
shady shelter, and company for my penance,
I shall never turn ascetic.

The anti-ascetic urbanity of Tagore was a
tonic not only to the West, but to his own
people. The entire Brahminic tradition shook
when he sang in Gitanjali,

Leave this chanting and singing and telling
of beads! Whom dost thou worship in this
lonely dark corner of a temple with doors all
shut? Qpen thine eyes and see thy God is not
before thee!

He is there where the tiller is tilling the
hard ground and where the pathmaker is
breaking stones. He is with them in sun and
in shower, and his garment is covered with
dust. Put off thy holy mantle and even like
him come down on the dusty soil!

Deliverance? Where is this deliverance to
be found? QOur master himself has joyfully

taken upon him the bonds of creation; he is
bound with us all forever.

Come out of thy meditations and leave aside
thy flowers and incense! What harm is there
if thy clothes become tattered and stained?
Meet him and stand by him in toil and sweat
of thy brow. ;

/

Does this not denote Tagore’s complete
emancipation from asceticism, his complete
passing over into the warm currents of the
human and the real? It anticipates, does not
realize it. Note “the bonds of creation.”” Re-
ality, apparently, continues to reside in non-
being. Creation itself is a shackle.

No, Tagore never found his way into the
mainstream of Indian life. He grew toward
an appreciation of it. But the worker in the
paddy fields, the jute fields, the iron foundry
—the Indian people—lived under “bonds” of
a simpler, a more tangible, nature. The center
of gravity of their lives was, and remains, the
bitter struggle for existence. Tagore’s was the
refinement of his own ego as the entire burden
of his work makes abundantly plain. True, he
wanted - to enrich, to ennoble, even to extend
socially, this ego. But let us quote again:

In this playhouse of infinite forms I have
had my play and here I have caught sight of
him that is formless.

Had he been less preoccupied with his cos-
mic play, he might have perceived with greater
artistic insight the play of social forces about
him; had he not strained his poetic retina for
a glimpse of the “formless,” he might have
caught a truer image of the forms and faces.
of his 300,000,000 contemporaries. Had he
done so, his tremendous powers would have
come to mighty cultural fruition.

Could it have been a transitory insight into:
the gulf fixed between him and the masses of
the people which caused him to write the
unquiet line

Let me not put myself wrongly to my world
and set it against me.

‘T'he world of culture and progress will not
be “set against” Tagore, though it will wish
he had thought more about it and less about
himself. Because it is cultured and progres-
sive, it will appreciate the intellectual and
esthetic pilgrimage he made in its direction. It
will sense a kindred spirit, a fellow-traveler,
if you will, in the aristocrat who could write
(Fruit-Gathering) :

My bonds are cut, my debts are paid, my-
door has been opened, I go everywhere.

They crouch in their corner and weave their-
web of pale hours, they count their coins sit-
ting in the dust.and call me back.

But my sword is forged, my armor is put
on, my horse is eager to run.

I shall win my kingdom.

He did not win “his” kingdom because
“his” kingdom cannot be won. The Indian
people, however, will win their kingdom, and
in it they will have a place of appreciation for-
the Tagore who could never quite reach them.

RoserT DiGNAN.
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RAPPING COUDERT

The invisible effects of the witch hunts in the schools. An eloquent warning by the victims of the legislative

smearkrieg. The threat to education.

WINTER SOLDIERS: The Story of a Conspiracy Against
the Schools. Issued by the Committee for the De-
fense of Public Education, 114 E. 16 St., Neww York
City. $1.

danger of the Rapp-Coudert committee

and similar agencies directed against the
schools. True, we resent the arbitrary dis-
missal of teachers whose competence has been
clearly established. We resent the effort of
selfish interests to smear free colleges. We de-
plore the hysteria of the press, the use of illegal
tactics by public authorities, the cowardice
of some school administrators. But these are
only the more dramatic, the more visible mani-
festations of the essential threat to education.
What we often fail to understand is the in-
visible effect of the witch hunt.

Invisible, that is, outside the classroom. For
the ultimate test of an educational system is
the plain room bounded by blackboards, and
the spirit that prevails within it. In the long
run, it is only the teacher and the student who
can feel the full effect of the controversy which
rages in the public forum. And that effect is
extremely subtle. It cannot be compressed into
a headline. Freedom in the classroom is an
intangible and elusive quality whose primary
characteristic is the uninhibited expression of
what both teacher and student believe to be
the objective truth. When the expression of
such belief is inhibited, there is no freedom.
When inquiry is sacrificed to expediency, there
is no freedom. When facts are suppressed be-
cause they contravene a vested opinion, there
is no freedom.

The most insidious effect of Rapp-Coudert-
ism is its restraining influence upon truth in
the classroom. Let every honest teacher search

FEW of us, I suspect, understand the real

Cover by James Turnbull

his heart. Has he not become a little self-
conscious during the past year in that course
in American history, or in French literature,
or in sociology ? Suppose there is a spy taking
a transcript of his lecture on Shelley or Wil-
liam Morris—how will the words sound,
ripped out of context, read leeringly by the
ambitious young attorney for the legislative
committee? Or that colleague at the faculty
luncheon with whom one has just discussed,
with enthusiasm and indiscretion, Professor
Simmons’ article on Tolstoy scholarship in the
Soviet Union—will the luncheon companion
be a celebrated “witness” to one’s subversive
impulses? Will the student discussion group,
organized by eager young people in one’s soci-
ology seminar, be interpreted as a conspira-
torial ring taking extra-curricular lessons in
barricade construction?

ON CHARGES far more fantastic, scores of
New York teachers, hundreds of teachers
throughout America, have been driven from
the profession to which they devoted the best
years and energies of their lives. They have
fought back courageously. They are the winter
soldiers who did not shrink from the service
of education in its most critical hour. Do you
suppose, can any one suppose, that they fight
for themselves alone? A shallow expediency,
a narrow self-interest would have dictated re-
treat and surrender. To many of these teach-
ers the fight has meant not only the loss of a
job, not only separation from half-completed
experiments in laboratories and half-written
doctoral dissertations, but the slanders of a
befouling press. Not for themselves alone, not
by a long pull. As a teacher I know that they
are fighting for my right and for the right of
thousands of teachers to meet their students

with a free mind, a mind unencumbered by
fears and inhibitions and threats.

I know that there are many teachers who
still bask in delusive security. Oh yes, I have
heard them say, but these fellows were dif-
ferent. They stuck their necks out. They went
too far. Too far! The familiar refrain of the
self-comforters in German institutes (let them
read Eva Lips’ Savage Symphony), of the
soothsayers at the University of Paris (let
them read the proclamation of General Stolp-
nagle), of the middle-road professors in Spain
(let them read Franco’s educational purge
declaration in the Madrid press).

LET THEM, above all, read the eloquent
warning of Winter Soldiers, the book in which
the Committee for the Defense of Public Edu-
cation has presented the facts and significar

of the Rapp-Coudert smearkrieg against edu-

cation. Here is the crucial story of the ficht
for free education told in the lucid and dra-
matic text by Louis Lerman, a suspended
teacher, and illuminated in the full-page draw-
ings of more than twenty-five leading Ameri-
can artists. It is, in some respects, a grim story,
as any story involving Merwin K. Hart, Fred-
eric R. Coudert, and Milo McDonald is
bound to be. That story deals with “fascism
goosestepping through the quiet halls of your
children’s schools. . . .”” But it is also an in-
spiring story in which teachers’ union leaders

like Charles J. Hendley, Bella Dodd, Morris

Schappes, and other names cherished by free
teachers play their part. It is the story of the
students, of the 4,000 at New York’s Citv
College who struck for the reinstatement (-

academic freedom and their suspended teach-

ers, of the thousands throughout the country
who protested the inquisitorial outrage. It is

Hulda Robbins
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the story of the winter soldiers who, with
dignity, pride, and courage, challenged the
evils of Rapp-Coudert. It is the story of the
Teachers Union and the College Teachers
Union of New York, which have led the strug-
gle against budget cutting and repression 1n
New York’s schools.

An exciting feature of Winter Soldiers is
the participation of so many distinguished
artists who offered their services to the teach-
ers fighting democracy on a common front.
This participation symbolizes the unity of all
the cultural crafts in the fight against fascist
repression. And one is immediately struck not
merely by the superb quality of the drawings,
but by the fact that each one adds a distinct
note to the common theme. It is good to find
Art Young, veteran of the wars, represented
by two drawings in his incisive manner. Rock-
well Kent’s heroic portrait of Democracy
suckling the white and Negro babes, and Syl-
via Wald’s drawing “For Whites Only,”
dramatize the protest against the shame of Jim
Crowism in education emphasized by the dis-
missal of Max Yergan from City College.
Refregier, Gellert, Steig, Gropper, Lozowick,
Elizabeth Olds, Joe Jones, and the other
artists contribute striking drawings in a variety
of styles.

THIS is not -an ordinary book. Aside from
its importance as an American document
which students of our history will cherish, it
is a major artistic contribution to our own
time. The leaves are arranged in such a way
that individual pictures may be slipped out,
and one looks forward to seeing them on
many walls. The book is dedicated to the peo-
ple. For, as Bella Dodd notes in a preface,
theirs is the final verdict in the fight for demo-
cratic education. And theirs, too, is the judg-
ment of this book’s success. I hope that every
New Masses reader will buy Winter Sol-
diers. It is the least we can do for those brave
men and women who, at whatever personal
sacrifice, carry on the good fight for ourselves
and our children. SAMUEL SILLEN.

William Dove
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Objective Survey

ORGANIZED ANTI-SEMITISM IN AMERICA: The Rise of
Group Prejudice During the Decade of 1930-40, by
Donald S. Strong. Introduction by Prof. Clyde R.
Miller. American Council on Public Affairs, Wash-
ington, D. C. $3.

FROM its earliest days the United States has
not been exempt from anti-Semitism. It has
expressed itself here, as in other countries, in
diverse ways and varying degrees of intensity.
But it was not until the first world war that
anti-Semitism in America began to assume a
malignant, organized form. And in the early
thirties it derived especial impetus from Hit-
ler’s rise to power and the general crisis of
capitalism. For racial discrimination, the prod-
uct of a society beset by the ills of capitalism,
always becomes more rampant in times of
economic depression and crisis. Dr. Strong ob-
serves that anti-Semitism is invariably part of
an anti-union, reactionary attitude and that
its protagonists label ‘““Bolshevik” and “revo-
lutionary” all views from the political center
to the left. After discussing briefly the nature
of this race hatred, its recent manifestations
throughout the world, and its appearance in
America, the author presents an objective,
factual survey of some typical anti-Semitic
organizations in this country: their origin,
leadership, propaganda media, type and extent
of membership, and sources of income. From
this survey the following facts emerge:

First, most of the anti-Semitic organizations
studied arose around 1933, at the depth of
the depression here, and the Nazi triumph in
Germany. Second, the members and audience
of these groups are “‘by and large urban middle
class people who have had at least an average
education.” (I suspect that Strong has under-
estimated Coughlin’s inroads into the lumpen-
proletariat.) Third, anti-Semitic propaganda
is adapted to the peculiar cultural lags of each
section of the population to which it is pur-
veyed. Thus, members of the German-Ameri-
can Bund get their anti-Semitism in the
straight Nazi version. Pelley’s Silver Shirters

¢ OR
WHITES

Sylvia Wald

appeal to Protestants, mainly on the West
Coast, with “spiritual” mumbo-jumbo. Gerald
Winrod’s “Defenders of the Christian Faith”
operate among smalltown and rural Funda-
mentalists of the Middle West with Biblical
prophecy. Harry A. Jung’s American Vigilant
Intelligence Federation aims at the business-
men terrified by the specter of Bolshevism
which Jung conjures up. And Coughlin’s Na-
tional Union for Social Justice and Christian
Front work their deception by crying against
the “godless Jewish Bolshevists.”

But the anti-Semitic foundation of all these
propaganda techniques is identical. Their
merger into a unified movement has not been
achieved, Dr. Strong points out, only because
the leaders of the numerous anti-Semitic outfits
are unwilling to relinquish their jobs. There
are indications, however, that a united front
is now being formed under fuehrer Lindbergh’s
“America First” banner—a process accelerated
since the Nazi attack upon the USSR.

The information in this book is very useful
in combating anti-Semitism. But the study has
certain shortcomings. It fails to deal ade-
quately with important anti-Semitic manifesta-
tions such as the Jew-baiting in election cam-
paigns of recent years, or the extensive Hitler-
like ranting about ‘‘Jewish war guilt.” The
book also suffers from academicism. Thus, one
of the most outstanding anti-Semites - in
America, Henry Ford, is not treated at all
because he has no “‘public organization.” And
the author is certainly either charitable or
over-optimistic in feeling that since the Silver
Shirts alone have “openly worked” toward
fascism, while the other organizations only
occasionally give it their explicit blessing, the
“ultimate goal of the anti-Semitic movement
does not appear to be fascism—as yet.” How-
ever, these faults are not grave enough to pre-’
vent his book from being a valuable contri-
bution to the movement against anti-Semitism
and appeasement. LioneL FErris.

Art Young
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MIDTOWN iediina.

Fort Dix Exe. 1.78  Hartford 1.8
Mount Freed 1.00 Monticelle 2.10
Atlantie City 2.00 Liberty —2.38
Wiagdale 1.20 Ellenville 0 3.08
Pawling 1.10 Bostom — o __8.00

143 WEST 43rd ST. ° BR. 9-3800

R. R. Station: Pawling, N. Y.
Tel.: Hopewell Junction 2761

) Only 65 Miles from N. Y. C.
g EVERY CONCEIVABLE
SPORT & RECREATION
Golf Free on Premises
Tennis @ Night Tennis @ Handball

@ Swimming @ Boating @ Horseback
Baseball @ Cycling, eto.

SOCIAL AND ATHLETIC STAFFS
Our Food is Tops!

WEEK-ENDS

$4.50

per day

SEPT. RATES

$22.50

per week & up

of—
PAUL VIOLFSON & sm. ROTHAUSEH
N 0 ce: 170
: COrtlandt 7-395(

HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N.Y.

WINTER
SOLDIERS

The Story of a Conspiracy
Against the Schools

“We like Winter Soldiers—a 64-page booklet
packed with more dramatic art than one would find
in a 57th Street gallery . . . It is the sort of creative
endeavor that remaine fresh and alert . . .”

(Saturday Review of Literature)

TEXT BY LOUIS LERMAN
FOREWORD BY FRANZ BOAS

WITH 32 DRAWINGS BY
NOTED AMERICAN ARTISTS

Rockwell Kent, A;t Young, Hugo Gellert, Joe Jones,

William Gropper, Steig, Harry Gottlieb, Phillip
Evergood and many others

A Graphic Study of the Fight for Free Education
and the Teachers’ Efforts to Defend Academic Free-
dom Against Those Who Seek to Hitlerize the
Schools.

Price: $1.00—On sale at all bookshops

Committee for Defense of Public Education
114 East 16th St., N. Y. C., N. Y.

Send me . . . . . copies of WINTER SOLDIERS.
Enclosed § . . . . . . (at $1 per copy).

Name . . « « =« ¢ = o o o s = o o s & o s &
City + o « & ¢ ¢ + o & o v State . . . . .

Please mention NEw Masses when patronizing advertisers
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China’s Struggle

THE CHINA OF CHIANG KAI-SHEK. A Political Study,
by Paul M. A. Linebarger. World Peace Founda-
tion. Cloth $2.50. Paper $1.

HIS is an informative but sadly reactionary

account of political developments in China
since the mobilization of Chinese national
resistance to Japan in 1937. On the basis of
study and personal experience, the author
has given a useful picture of the effects of
armed struggle on Chinese political institu-
tions and practices. He has described in detail
the organs of government, the constitutional
movement, the political parties, and the per-
sonalities and policies of Sun Yat-sen and
Chiang Kai-shek. His most important single
conclusion is sound—that in the course of the
war, China has been laying the basis for a
more democratic reconstructior of the coun-
try. And there is no mistaking the fact that
Dr. Linebarger heartily desires to see China
successful in the war against Japan. Neverthe-
less, his understanding of the situation is
quite at variance with the conditions neces-
sary for either democracy or victory in China.

In brief, the author does not understand
the need of internal unity in China or in-
ternational unity against fascism. He appar-

ently believes that sharp attacks on the Chi-

nese progressive forces, as well as a constant
minimization of their role in the war, will not
interfere with democracy. Either the author
is confused as to how democracy can be
achieved in China, or he is using the word
to describe incorrectly some other type of
political system. Likewise, the fact that this
book was written before the German inva-
sion of the Soviet Union cannot excuse specu-
lation concerning a possible Soviet-Japanese
partition of China. Nor could China at any
time benefit from the view that American and
Soviet interests in China were opposed and
that aid from this country should be extended
in order to weaken Chinese-Soviet relations.

It is possible that since Dr. Linebarger fin-
ished his book he has come to understand
more clearly the need for international sup-
port of China and of a progressive domestic
unity within China. Certainly the friends of
China cannot allow themselves to be divided
by other counsels. It is unfortunate that such
a competent student as the author should
depart from the general tendency of informed
American comment on China to advance ideas
which would have the effect of undermining
his own avowed objectives. In China, as else-
where, only unity on a progressive basis can
guarantee victory.

JounN VINTON.

Brief Reviews

THEY WENT ON TOGETHER, by Robert Nathan. Alfred
A. Knopf. $2.

Have you ever imagined what it would be
like if Hitler invaded the United States, send-
ing the civilian population in flight across the
country, starving, broken, leaving their dead
in ditches? And have you ever imagined in

BOOK BARGAINS

MEN OF EUROPE
* Andre Simone (Author of J’Accuse) ﬁ

The most exciting book yet to appear
on the leading political figures in Europe.
Contains an excellent biography of Jo-
seph Stalin, and critical word pictures of
Churchill, Hitler, Red Marshall Bud-
yenny, Voroshilov and many others.

Reg. $2.50. Our Special Price $2.19

PAMPHLET LIBRARY
<% ON THE USSR* %

A marvelous library in itself. Each of
these 58 pamphlets covers a different
phase of life in the USSR. Each is writ-
ten by an authority in the field. Together
they comprise a complete series of in-
teresting and informative booklets
Handsomely boxed. ’
Reg. $1.35. Our Special Price  $.59 |

* Only a few hundred sets left.

WORKERS BOOK SHOP

50 East 13th Street, N. Y. C.
We Pay the Postage

“The September issue of The Communist is
vitally essential for a correct understanding of
the new forces, trends and alignments which
are taking shape in the developing world front
against Hitler fascism. No serious student of
world politics can afford to miss this issue.”
GIL GREEN.

THE COMMUNIST

September Contents

Editorials

The Working Class and the National
Front Against Hitlerism, an Editorial
Article

Munich and Anti-Munich,
by Robert Minor

For the Military Destruction of Hitlerism,
by William Z. Foster

With All Possible Clarity, by Jose Diaz

The Negro People and the Fight for Jobs,
by Theodore R. Bassett

Two Questions on the Status of Women
Under Capitalism, by A. Landy

Book Reviews

SINGLE COPIES 20c
SUBSCRIPTION $2.00

Order from

Workers Library Publishers
P. O. Box 148, Station D, New York, N. Y.

Please mention NEw MASSEs when patronizing advertisers
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the midst of this desolate scene a small family
(perhaps like your own)? Mr. Nathan has,
and with considerable effect.

The story is opened with a good deal of
artistry. Young Paul is deciding which of his
treasures he shall leave behind him, choosing
between a few stuffed birds, a stamp album,
an old medal belonging to his father, a watch
minus its minute hand, and all the other ob-
jects of love which a young boy collects.
Thanks to the Axis powers, one more child
is about to become a refugee. We watch the
mother and little girl, Marie Rose, make
their equally difficult choices. Then the little
trio joins the flood of people along the road,
their pace set for them by the thump of not
too distant guns.

The book itself is slight; the characters do
not go through a great deal of development,
the action is limited in scope. Yet the character
of the boy Paul, really the protagonist of the
tale, comes out with clarity and fineness of
line. A slender romance is handled with deli-
cacy. And “Mom,” at least, gains some in-
sight from her experience, as she thinks:

“Maybe there were two processions. . . . And
the important thing was not whether you were
alive, or dead—but which procession were you
in? The one going toward the light, or the
one winding out into the mist and the dark-
ness?”’

HAMLET, voL. II, by Henry Miller and Michael
Fraenkel. Carrefour. $3.

Readers are forewarned not to be misled
by the title of this book. It has nothing to do
with Shakespeare’s play, but is intended to
inform you that the writers are undergoing
“a crisis of consciousness” and feel like dark,
split characters.

We also have it on the critical authority
of the Saturday Review of Literature that
Henry Miller is “surely the largest force on
the horizon of American letters,” and on the
word of the Nation that Michael Fraenkel

skillfully exhibits the fallacy in all current
revolutionary action, proletarian or bourgeois.”

The book is a collection of letters written
by these two geniuses to one another. Believ-
ing that talent should speak for itself, we
first quote Mr. Fraenkel:

“Perhaps man’s original fall was when he
learned to think, to talk, and thus polluted
sex and life itself? Is this perhaps the blood
taint that has been passed on from generation
to generation, from father to son? Is thought
a disease? Is life a struggle for health, to over-
come thought?”

And here is Mir. Miller contemplating the
quartering of German troops in his house:

“Do you think I would not get along with
them, much as I despise and detest them?
Certainly I could! I could even get along
with a Kaffir or a Hottentot. I even wager
I would be quickly appreciated, esteemed by
the enemy. If they asked me to shine their
boots and wash their dirty dishes, to scrub
the floor and run the errands, do you suppose
I would take it badly? Not on your life! . ..
And if they asked me to salute in their fash-

lﬂ September 16, 1941

NEW MASSES

announces an

Featuring :
Quartets—

ALL-SOVIET in famous Soviet chamber music.

Vocalists—

presenting a new series of Russian work
songs, and favorites of the Red Army & Navy.
MUSIC
Violinists—

in the music of Shostakovich and Proko-
fieff, and other Russian composers.
FESTIVAL
Instrumentalists—

presenting a musical cross-section

of Soviet nationalities.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 5th at 2:30 P. M.
Watch this space for additional details

carrics' | “WATCH ON THE RHINE” [ werman snumuin ETHEL BARRYMORE [curics
. resents his ”
‘:":.IAZYE LILLIAN HELL\C?:;‘NS New Play [ “T“E cnRN 's ‘REEN P]';:]Y
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MARTIN BECK THEATRE PRIZE-WINNING \?OJI::-E ':"!'l:n‘:;:olzf
s S aat Wate Wod & Gt k HITS Eves. 8:40.” Mats. WQ. & ‘sat.

The greatest Soviet Anti-Nazi film produced

PROFESSOR MAMLOCK
and RENE CLAIR'S immortal French classio
THE LAST MILLIONAIRE

Also Latest Soviet War Na'xn. Cont. from 10:30 A.M.
titl Midnight—I50 to 2 P.M. 200 to 6 P.M. weekdays

IRVING PLACE THEATRE—Irving Place at 14th St.
Benefit Block Tickets at Reduced Prices GR 5-4049

#A HONEY
OF A SHOW”
—Walter Wiachell

LB MY SISTER
"ML EILEEN

REDUCE — BUILD UP BILTMO RE THEATRE

KEEP FIT A M St West of B'way. CI £9I8
Evgs. 8:40. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:4¢

AIR CONDITIONED

Summer Rates Extended
Till September 23

Take Advantage of 20%
Savings | COMING!

TRIAL VISIT $2.00
Includes Swedish Massage

POSTURE CORRECTION WOMEN ONLY An expose of America’s poten-
SPECIAL AFTER-CHILDBIRTH EXERCISES . R . .
ON THE ROOF tially most fascist organization.

GOODWIN’S GYMNASIUM
1457 Broadway at 42nd Street, N. Y. C.

Wiseonsin 7-8250 SEE BACK COVER

“DON'T PUT IT OFF — TAKE IT OFF!”

Please mention NEw MAssEs when patronizing advertisers
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The Weodlands

Invites You to An Indian
Summer Rendezvous

Spend the Holidays high among
mountains rich with Autumn’s vivid
hues.

FOR THE LAZYBONES:
Reading. An unusually
fine, large library.
Good Music. Bach, Bee-
thoven, and Copland.
Good Eating. Taste the
food our guests have
been raving about.
Parlor games.

FOR THE SPIRITED:
Hiking. Thousands of
acres midst spectacular
Fall foliage.

Tennis. Well-rolled, fast
courts.

Handball. Court new this
year.
Ping-pong,
archery, etc.
Program for the Holidays: |,

* BUDDY YARUS and American Youth Theatre

* Square Dancing to Native Music and Callers

* Forums on the lawn

Rates: $15.00 for four full days (September 20-23)
$4.00 per day

badminton,

THE WOODLANDS Phoenicia, New York

STAY. AND PLAY AT:

North Branch, Sull. Co., N. Y.
Tel. Callicoon 95
Prlvale Lako, All Sporu, Dancing, Dra-

Mari ttes, M les, Rumba Bar,
Broadway Theatre Artists. Our place will
remain open through the Jewish Holidays.

SPECIAL HOLIDAY RATES

Erie R. R. to Callicoon
Private Car Service Daily — Daily Buses Direct
From Bronx — Brooklyn — Manhattan, Midtown Bus
Termhn!, 43rd St. bet. Broadway & 6th Ave.
BRyant 9-3800 City Information: Dickens 2-5786

EVERYBODY'S
"DUDE-ING" IT

ROUND-UP
of Vacetion Thrills
REAL WESTERN HOUSE PARTY
FREE GOLF
*
SR o
* RlDING & Instruction FREE
* ‘Cham

Ip T nnis. Handball
ALL "m.'% T INFORMAL

»
* Home ..omforts ' Exoellent food
. ’I;‘I'ﬁ nanu Cowhoy Band
* 1000 f Es Flnowmaonuy Mté
. MIL . L
¥ BY ROUTE 10

Open All Year 'Round
N.Y. 'I’el TR5-2163. Askfor Bkit. S
SUCCASUNNA . J. ANNE IARASH MGR

..!

LOCUST GROVE FARM
SYLVAN LAKE, HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N. Y.

Enjoy real country at an artist’s* farm, dedicated to good

food, good fun, good fellowship. . . LAl indoor and out-

door sports. Informal entertainment—barn dances—Just
5 miles from N. Y.

Low Winter Rates — Make early reservations for holidays.

*George A. Podorson, 250 Park Ave., N. Y. C. PL 3-8926

or Looust Grove Farm, Hopewell Junction, Phone 42 F 31

CENTRAL

Aedlaud

Formerly Lewuohn s Estate — Open All Year
One hour from N. Y. 225 acres of fascinating hiking ecountry.
Sports: fast tennis courts, handball, swimming, bicycling, golf,
horseback. Indoors: Ping Pong games, recordings, library, da.ncinz
excepuocxlml company, excellent cuisine. Every comfort. Incomparable
surroundings.

(Tel. Highland Mills 7895) Your Hostess: Fannie Goldberg

CAMP CQLEBROQK Colebrook River

Connecticut
A magnificent adult camp in the heart
of the Berkshires, alt. 1500 ft
® Private lake—320 acres of pine and hem-
» lock country.
N‘ ® Tennis, handball, archery, croquet, base-

ball, water sports.
Diana & Abe Berman

HOLIDAY SPECIAL — 4 DAYS §15
ALgonquin 4-0063
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ion, to swear by their oaths, even if they
asked me to goosestep, I would do it by Jesus!
I would do it gracefully. . ..”

Why these two sages ever left Nazi-con-
trolled Paris must remain a mystery. With
their mentality and character, they should
have gotten along excellently with its present
rulers.

IN THE MILL, by John Masefield. Macmillan. $2.

In a mellow reminiscent mood, England’s
poet laureate describes his youth in a carpet
mill at Yonkers, N. Y., in the late 1890’s. In
those adolescent years he became infatuated
with the Hudson River and the Palisades. He
purchased cheap, yellow backed editions of the
classics, explored the realms of literature and
the countryside, and served his apprenticeship
as an author as well as a millhand. But he
quit the mill because writing poetry in a
garret seemed a happier fate than promotion
to floor manager. Masefield believed that the
only movement worth anything in literature
was in London, and he had to “get into poetry
somehow before the mill got me.” Yet he dis-
covered America’s best qualities through his
association with fellow workmen whose lively,
creative, democratic spirits he admired. How-
ever, Masefield’s observation of society as a
whole is far less understanding. He maintains
that poverty and wretchedness are caused by
the type of hard-headed businessman who
rouses bitterness, poisons the worker’s mind,
and is responsible for the exploitation of labor.
And “that type of man,” the poet says naively,
‘“has probably ceased everywhere.” We may
only assume that Mr. Masefield’s comment,
“I lived outside the mill or deep within my-
self,” is only too true.

MAN STANDS ALONE, by Julian Huxley. Harper &
Bros. $2.75.

Mr. Huxley is a proponent of a ruling caste.
He does not hesitate to declare that genetic
differences between social classes may exist—
an assertion for which he offers no proof what-
ever. He is the kind of man who can say with-
out qualm or blush that mortality in India
could be reduced by half, but what would you
do with the resulting population? He thinks

“wholly probable” that Negroes are slightly
less intelligent than white or yellow men and
that the Russians lack ‘“born leaders.” The
humanism for which the author argues is, in
itself, highly desirable, but he thinks one can
attain it by sighing gently for some sort of
world organization « la H. G. Wells’ Samu-
rai. Three or four strictly factual essays do
not justify a book. In all the rest Huxley
comes perilously near to conscious perversion
of scientific knowledge (especially genetics) in
order to buttress his predilection for a ruling
class.

NG - TERNIS
4\% the days are
'-ngy, msh- en-P
and cool

NOW IS
= THETIME

« . that’s the time to_ come to Chund ters for vmm
lake a:
25 other outdoor and mdoor sports. Good food, ﬁu com-
pany—modern quarters,
RATES START, AT 32250 (including2ine mnl)
N. Y. OFFICE: 55 WEST 42nd STREET. Tel LO 5-5887

ABELIGHTFUL HIDEAWAY IN THE MOUNTAINS §\' //4 .

l -
- Zumkﬁ
.| WOODBOURNE.NY. Tel. WGOBBOURNE 1150

1k,
CADIA

Fishkill, N. Y.
1100 acres of woods, trails and scenic wonders. 150,000 gallon
Hollywood pool, tennls. h SW g, cy
recordings. U isi ] tember group rates.
Inguire for rates or extended stay. Phone: Beacon 727.
OPEN ALL YEAR R. R. Station: Beacon, N. Y.

HOTEL ALLABEN

will open for the Jewish Holidays at
our new home,

501 MAMOUTH AVE., at 5th St.
Lakewood, N.

Sacks Farm
Saugerties, N. Y. Telephone 590)

Unusually beautiful countryside, acres of pim
woods. Pleturesque hiking trails. I-Ilm-lo, l-lor-.l.
Finest home i Tennis, h )
bicyeling. $20 per week. $3.50 by the day. i

MAKE EARLY RESERVATIONS
OPEN ALL YEAR

Enjoy the b iful Indian S at

/7(,0 Followsrs of ths Trail

All sperts facilities imcluding temnis, handball, baseball,
ping ponmg, ete. Delicious food. Ploasant n-.lphm.

Buchanam, N. Y. Tel. Peekskill 2879

Wingdale, N. Y.

OPENING FOR
HOLIDAY FU..

SPECIAL WEEK-END
FOR JEWISH NEW YEAR

SEPTEMBER 19-23
MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW!

Dancing Each Night With

SIDNEY BECHET
And his
New Orleans Feetwarmers
Here’s your last chance fo;- summer
pleasures at their best—a Camp Unity

week-end

Theatricals = Tennis — Boating
Riding == Archery =—— Ball Games

Rates: $3.75 per day

For further information write Office,
1 Union Sq., NYC.

CAMP UNITY

WINGDALE, N. Y. :: WINGDALE 2461
N. Y. OFFICE PHONE GR 7-1960
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ENTERTAINMENT, MILD AND OTHERWISE

The theater season opens with a damp firecracker . . . . “No Greater Sin" is honest and a little dull . . . .

"Dive Bomber" is just dull . . . . The blues piano.

season almost invariably opens with a dud.

The first new play of the season, Carl
Allensworth’s Village Green, is a mild excep-
tion—it goes off with a pop, like a damp fire-
cracker.

To witness the proceedings on the stage
of the Henry Miller, you would believe that
the good people of New Hampshire live in a
world apart from the present. There is Judge
Homer Peabody (Frank Craven) who has
been trying for almost a score of years to get
himself elected to Congress from that rock-
ribbed Republican state. The only trouble is,
he is a Democrat out of “principle.” It should
be no surprise that he gets himself elected be-
fore the final curtain, and as a sop to the
existence of an outside world, he gets himself
elected on the issue of freedom of expression.
For it seems that the jilted artist fiance of
his daughter has painted a nude lady in the
town hall—and worse yet, the offending nude’s
body bears the face of the judge’s daughter.
This last was an accident, but before it is

FOR some inscrutable reason the drama

known the judge has risen to another of his

principles, and has defended the mural against
all comers—not the mural so much as the
artist’s right to paint it on the walls of the
town hall.

This is a burning issue, and it burns brightly
enough to provide what little illumination
Village Green possesses. By its light, the good
Yankee judge defeats the local gossips and
hypocrites, a local clergyman, a local banker
and political boss, and achieves his daughter’s
reconciliation with her artist fiance. There
are a few good laughs, and long stretches of
New England winter.

Frank Craven continues his well established
folksy character study—the pipe-sucking, quiet
spoken homebody. (Someone ought to give
him a poke once in awhile, for it’s very hard
to hear him—he’s so quiet spoken.) There is
a nice job of characterization by Joseph Allen
as an alcoholic ne’er-do-well. An example of
unconsciously apt type casting is the role given
Maida Reade.  Miss Reade was the organ-
izing genius of those Actors Equity reaction-
aries who resigned from the Equity council in
protest over the union’s progressive victories.

Here she plays (badly) a reactionary female

busybody. Sic semper.
ALvAH BESSIE.

*

WE’VE come a long way—and about time
it is—when the words “syphilis” and
“prostitute” can be mentioned on our screen
in a context which makes it plain that the
latter is the source of spreading the former.

’
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In Dr. Ehrlick’s Magic Bullet we had a
thrilling cinematic account of the discovery of
“606,” the mercurial compound that could
kill the spirochete. In No Greater Sin we have
a murder melodrama around the theme of
venereal disease in one of our defense-boom
towns.

It is a generally honest though very unin-
spired picture. The plot revolves about the
efforts of a crusading public-health officer to
close down the dives and cribs that have sprung
up in the vicinity of the defense town and the
army cantonments, The commissioner runs into
the usual stone wall in the form of the local
administration; and at this point the pic-
ture’s honesty begins hitting on only one or
two cylinders. For after a mild intimation
that prudery and political corruption sanction
the hotbeds of venereal disease, the prudery
rapidly disappears and the political corruption
is cured even more rapidly than the syphilis.
All that was necessary, it seems, was for a
young man, who had been led to believe he
was cured of syphilis, to kill the quack doctor
who permitted him to marry and thereby
infect his young wife and her unborn child.
His misery stirs the local clubwomen to drop

. their prudishness, and the loeal city council

to reform itself.

This is somewhat on the naive side, as we
are well aware. But it is no more naive than
the writing, the direction, and the motiva-
tion of the film itself, which is more in the
nature of a high school “problem” play than a
real lit:e drama. It’s all too cut and dried,

f

|

Clinton

and the melodrama of the murderous youth
carries your attention away from the more

“murderous spirochete.

Aside from these obvious defects, there is
something to be said for the picture on the
purely didactic side. It says, courageously,
that syphilis is a physical—not a moral—
plague that can be eliminated. It says that
the way to eliminate it is to eliminate pros-
titution. And then the film stops; for it offers
no solution except to export the prostitutes
and their protectors from the immediate vi-
cinity. It implies that many local administra-
tions in our country not only condone the
trade, but draw profit from it; but while the
film says this “in a monstrous little voice,”
it is distinctly worth our while to hear it said
from a public screen. The pity is that the
movie could not have been more courageous,
more compellingly contrived.

YOU CAN GET pretty mad at Hollywood
sometimes, and generally your anger will
mount in proportion to the discrepancy be-
tween what the industry can do with the
means at its disposal, and what it so often
fails to do.

Take Dive Bomber, for example, or any
film that Hollywood has made about avia-
tion. This is the age of wings. The people
are infinitely hungry for information about
this particular extension of man’s personality.
They want to know what is going on and they
want to know how it all works. The movies
give them information—meager, distorted,
oversimplified or overdramatized, dull or ro-
manticized—between liberal slices of cheese-
cake. Apparently they believe that it is impos-
sible for people to understand the theories of
aerodynamics unless these theories are sea-
soned with Veronica Lake’s mammalian
charms.

In Dive Bomber there is a new siren, Miss
Alexis Smith. She is undoubtedly a charming
young lady, but she has utterly nothing what-
soever to do with the two problems of avia-
tion medicine that are under consideration:
“blackout” (temporary unconsciousness) and
high-altitude sickness. It is not her fault that
she has been injected into the film only that
Errol Flynn may unconditionally reject her
in favor of high-altitude sickness, but her ob-
vious charms should be reserved for some
other form of entertainment. ]

To get back to the film. The scene is the
San Diego Naval Air Base, and when director
Michael Curtiz’ camera is following the evo-
lutions of the navy’s planes (in magnificent
technicolor) the film is exciting. You learn
that in' preparing to defend our country
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KEYNOTE RECORDINGS

proudly announces

An album of Jim Crow songs

SOUTHERN EXPOSURE
JOSHUA WHITE

accompanying himself on the guitar

3—10" records in decora-
tive album with notes by

RICHARD WRIGHT
$2.75

Available at all record shops
For further information write to

KEYNOTE RECORDINGS, Inc.

133 W. 44th St., N. Y. LO 3-4447

CAMP

LAKELAND

on Sylvan Lake
Hopewell Junctlon. N. Y.

Balanced Vacatl on
Action Aplenty: Tennis, Handball,
Swimming, Archery, Rowing, Track,
Basketball.
Emertamment Oscar Smith and his
eynoters, B’way shows and re-
vnews nightly. Stars of theatre.
Easy Living Large, Comfortable
Accommodations, Excellent Food.
Chambermaid serv ”k

.50 pel
$3.50 ner day

Cars leave daily from 2700 Bronx
Park East. For transportation eall
OLinville 5-8639.

City office: 80 Fifth Ave. GR 5-2898

Enjoy your vacation ot R

EAGER ROSE GARDEN

BUSHVILLE, N. Y. Betw. MONTICELLO and FERNDALR
Preminent Artists

® Music and entertainmenmt.

@ All sports. Secial astivities.

@ Make reservations early.

Attractive rates for September

PHONE GR 5-3714
OR MONTICELLO 571

Indescribably Beautiful!

Here’s Plum Point! 70 acres of
heaven tumbling dowm to the Hud-
son . . . with every sport . . . with
hlformnl entertainment . . . a huge
musical library . . . Attractive Rates.
_‘Booklet on Reque.u
SPECIAL 4-DAY JEWISH
NEW YEAR WEEK-END

l'ho— lll:lM‘P‘tl; —-rng

The house of winter sports

HOTEL HARMONY
(formerly Paradise Hotel)
505 FORREST AVE, LAKEWO0OD, N. J.
Announces the opening of the winter season with the ROSH
HASHANAH week-end Sept. 19. We_are now situated in the
most beautiful section of Lakew Our hotel has every
modern improvement, and the spnclous attractive grounds offer
every . outdoor sport facility. Bicyclmg free. Special entertain-

ment program and as been arranged for the Rosh
Hashanah week-end.

Make your reservations now! Tel. Lakewood 9
YUDIS GROSS ANNA BROUDIE

SEE BACK COVER
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against fascism, it is necessary to have the
best flying equlpment designed. It is neces-
sary to have pursuit planes that can attack
the enemy bombers which fly consistently
higher and higher. Well, our pursuits can
reach any desirable altitude, but the pilots—
even equipped with oxygen—cannot function
very long at such heights; there is the prob-
lem of inadequate pressure on the human body.
What to do? There is also the problem of
“blackout” when the dive bombing pilot
reaches the bottom of his dive and pulls out
of it. Centrifugal force here gets in its dirty
work.

Errol Flynn, who has rarely been more
handsome or more objectionably cocky, is the
young flight surgeon who works on these
problems. He devises two gadgets (which,
incidentally, were devised some time ago and
are neither of them too practicable) to coun-
teract these conditions. The search for the
devices provides the real drama of the film—
not Miss Alexis Smith’s search for Mr. Flynn.
But there is not enough of the authentic
drama and what there is, is attenuated by the
film makers’ insulting assumption that the
public cannot understand these technicalities.

With the color equipment, the technical
knowledge at Hollywood’s disposal (courtesy
of the US Navy Air Service), we could have
had ‘a powerful and brilliantly documented
film about flying that would contribute to
our understanding of the problems of air
power. Instead we have a washout—and Miss
Alexis Smith.

A. B.

Blues Piano

A discussion of ‘’boogie woogie”’
and some of its artists’ recordings.

music

HE name “boogie woogie” really should
be discarded for the correct term, ‘“blues
piano.” The inaccurate title arose as one of
the fanciful names the Negro people gave to
their dances. A record called “Pine-top’s
Boogie Woogie,” in which the pianist plays

typical rapid figures while he calls out the’

turns of a dance, gave its title to the whole
subsequent piano blues literature. Out of its
context, the name is meaningless.

The most striking feature of this type of
piano music is its powerhouse bass. It is this
which brings the “oh’s” and “ah’s” from audi-
ences, and which has inspired stupid com-
mercialisms of the “Beat Me Daddy” kind.
But it is its right hand, the deep, singing blues,
which provides the richness of emotion, its real
quality as music.

The art grew up in places like lumber
camps and cheap saloons, where the entertain-
ment was by wandering singers of blues bal-
lads and the only instruments available for
accompaniment were a piano and banjo or
guitar. The pianist had to make up for the
lack of many instruments by adding sonorities
of his own. Thus a piano style grew up com-
pletely different from the usual jazz band or
“ragtime” piano, in which the left hand hits

NEW MASSES Classified Ads

50c a line. Payable in Advance. Min. charge $1.50
Approx. 7 words to a line. Deadline Fri. 4 pm.

APARTMENT TO SHARE

Professional woman wishes to share 3-room apt. (1 or 2,
furnished, unfurnished) 96th St. Riverside Drive.
lent privacy. Reasonable. AC 2-1513.

ELECTROLYSIS

Male, medical, expert. LICENSED. Privacy assured.
Specnal fees readers . LLR.T. at door. J. N. Rose,
1 Flatbush Ave., opp. Fox Theatre.

FURNISHED ROOM

SUNNYSIDE. Attractive room in private house. Gar-
dens. Congenial family. $15 per month. IR 6-8077.

FURS

FURS STYLED TO YOUR PERSONALITY BY
ARMAND. Repairing, glazing and remodeling done at
moderate rates. Prices are steadily nsmg—so buy now.
ASK FOR MR. ARMAND, 145 W. St.,, N. Y.
ARMAND ET SOEUR, CHi 4-1424.

HOUSEKEEPER-NURSEMAID

BUSINESS COUPLE DESIRE housekeeper-nursemaid
for 2-year-old child. Sleep in. Age 25-35. Call CA 5-3076
Ext. 14 during day.

INSURANCE (
Whatever your needs — PAUL CROSBIE, established
since 1908 — FREQUENT SAVINGS, 42 Broadway,
TRADE UNION AGENCY, Tel. HA nover 2-3435.

LANGUAGES
100 LANGUAGES. Textbooks, Dictionaries. We re-
purchase and exchange language record sets. Any lan-

guage. Any make. Phonograph Courses for rental. Mail
orders. Booklet NM. LANGUAGE SERVICE CENTER.
Lewis Bertrand, Director, 18 E. 41 St., N. Y.

PIANO TUNING

PIANO TUNING, regulating, repamng and voicing.
Member Nat’l Ass’n Piano Tuners, Inc. Ralph J. Appl&
ton, 505 Fifth Avenue, Tel. MU rray Hill 2-2291.

REGISTRATION

WORKERS SCHOOL, Fall-term registration. Complete
program of Marxist- Leninist courses. Also s ecnal courses.
Catalogue available. Room 301, 35 E. 12th

VACATION RESORTS

AVANTA FARM, Ulster Park, N. Y. Telephone m
M 1. Ideal Restmg Place. Jew:sh American table.
ing. $14 week, $2.50 day. Children $9.

ELMWOOD FARM invites you to spend your vacation

or weekends in the Switzerland of America. Comfortable

rooms, excellent food, congenial company. Hiking,

cycang, fishing., ELMWOOD FARM, HUNTER, New
or.

WEARING APPAREL

WHY PAY FOR SNOOTY LABELS? Especially since
Miss Goodman has reopened her shop with a
handsome collection of original models (DRESS

& COATS) at a great saving to women. 474 Tth Ave.
near 36th St. LA 4-4026.

WANTED FOR NEW MASSES

CAMPUS AGENTS WANTED by NEW MASSES. En-
terprising students can earn high commissions thro
sale of subscriptions and individual copies. For details
write: Promotion Director, NEW MASSES, 461 Fourth
Avenue, New York City.

SALESMEN WANTED TO SELL NEW MASSES on
streets. Very high commissions—energetic young men can
earn $3 to $5 a day. apply Promotion Director, New
Masses, 461 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C.

NEW MASSES would be grateful for VOLUNTEER
clerical HELP in circulation campaign. Apply Room
1204, 461 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C.

GOINGS ON

MARXIST ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK’S NEWS b
Milton Howard, member Daily Worker editorial boar&'.
Sun., Sept. 14, 8:30 P. M. Workers School,

Street. Admission 25 cents.
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only some few and simple chords. In the blues
piano the player really made the instrument
sound, by repeated phrases and an insistent
beat with the left hand that provided a rich
background for the singer, while the right
hand added little guitar-like, ornamental “an-
swers”’ to each verse. And out of this music
a self-sufficient, virtuoso piano art arose, in
which the pianist played the bass figures, the
blues phrases, and the ornamental figures all
at the same time; a kind of “‘three-voice” coun-
terpoint, if you want to call it that, but under
any name a grand, sonorous, boldly dissonant,
deeply emotional music.

Other influences in developing this art were
the square dance, the “rent party”—in which
one pianist often had to provide music for a
crowded roomful of people—and the “rail-
road blues.” There is an extensive literature
of railroad folk ballads, both white and Negro.
To the Negro people especially, the railroad
became a symbol for travel, for escape, or for
“the kind of job which provides the thrill of
power over a machine. And the accompani-
ment to these railroad blues inspired the

_pianist to create a host of effects suggesting
‘4e click of wheels, the stops and starts, the

' whistles (high trills), the swiftness of motion.

If you want really to know this music,
I suggest that you start, not with the more
highly touted recordings, but with some vocal
records; Jimmy Yancey’s ‘“Death Letter
Blues” and “Crying in My Sleep” (Bluebird)
in which he sings to his own piano; “Roll ’Em,
Pete” by Joe Turner and Pete Johnson (Vo-
calion or Columbia) ; and, if you can find it,
Bessie Smith’s “Backwater Blues,” with James
P. Johnson on piano (Columbia). Listen to
"the simple, touching, and varied piano ac-
companiment in “Death Letter,” the stirring
and powerful piano climax in “Crying in My
Sleep.” Notice how beautifully Joe Turner’s
vocal phrases fit into Pete Johnson’s rapid and
brilliant piano setting in “Roll ’Em, Pete.”
Tf you want to add a railroad ballad, a good
example is “Riding on that Train Forty-
Five,” in the “Smoky Mountain” Album
(Victor). ‘

When you know these records, then go to
the pure piano masterpieces, and see how much
blues content is actually hidden in the music,
how the seeming monotony disappears, how
varied in feeling and richly expressive this
music is. Fine, inexpensive, and easily avail-
able records are “Yancey Stomp” by Jimmy
Yancey (Victor), one of the most massively
built and grandest of fast blues solos; “Honky
Tonk Train Blues,” by Meade Lux Lewis, a
masterly “railroad” piece, and the most bril-
liant of all jazz piano solos (Bluebird and
Decca, the latter slightly better); “Yancey
Special” (Decca), in which Meade Lewis
borrows Yancey’s slow bass from “Death Let-
ter Blues”; “Kaycee on My Mind,” by Pete
Johnson (Decca), a good example of the
sweeter “Kansas City” lyricism. Each of these
. artists has a different personality, and each
has something to say. And avoid boogie woogie
orchestrations as you would a Hearst paper.

MARTIN MACK.
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One Year of DRI

THE DON FLOWS HOME TO THE SEA* by Mikhail Sholokhov . . $6.25
MEN IN BATTLE by Alvah Bessie . . . . . . . . . . . . 525
OVER THE DIVIDE by Victor Yakhontoff . . . . . . . . . . 525
RESTLESS WAVE by Haru Matsui . . . . . . . . . . . . 525
THE FAT YEARS AND THE LEAN by Bruce Minton and John Stuart  6.25
AMBASSADORDODD'SDIARY. . . . . . . . . . . . . 700

6 RECORDINGS

BEHIND BARBED WIRE (Three Records) . . . . . . . . . . &.75
TALKING UNION (Three Records) . . . . . . . . . . . 670
NO FOR AN ANSWER (Five Records) . . . . . . . . . . . 800
SIX SONGS FOR DEMOCRACY (Three Records) . . . . . . . 7.00

FILL OUT THIS ORDER NOW:

r__._____.._______________..__J

Nl T p—

plus a timely BOOK or
a significant RECORDING

NEW MASSES' regular yearly subscription rate is $5.00

* For AND QUIET FLOWS THE DON in addition, add $2.25

NEW MASSES, 461 Fourth Ave., New York, N. Y.

Gentlemen:
| wish to take advantage of your combination offer.
Enclosed find $ . . . . . .
The book or recording* | desire is . . . . . . . . . . . . . .« .« ..

Please send it to:

The one-year subscription (or renewal) to NEW MASSES you may send to:

Name . . & & & i e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Address . . . . .t 0 e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

State . . . Lt ot e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

® {All records mailed postage-collect unless you indicate tha¥ you will call for them at the
NM office.) 1
9-16-4
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THE SEVEN MYSTERIOUS MEN SAY

[New wasses 1

461 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C.

Gentlemen: Enclosed find $ . . . for |
which please send NM for the period I
indicated by the checkmark below.

|

I [] One Year—$5 |
[ O Six Months—$2.75

I O 13 Weeks*—$!

l *Not good for renewals

|

|

Name

|
|
|
Addross o
City |

|

State

]

“AMERICA FIRST"
BUT THEY MEAN
“AMERICA NEXT"

John L. Spivak will begin a series
spotlighting the greatest danger to
the American people today.

Exposing the leaders and the secret
goals of the America First Com-

mittee.

Those who play Hitler's game in the USA.

I. Read how seven big-money men control
and dictate the policies of the America
First Committee.

2. Read of the mysterious activities of fascist
emissaries, anti-Semites, and known pro-
Nazi advocates in relation to the Com-
mittee.

3. Do you know that a certain powerful
industrialist foots the bill for an elaborate
card-index file of all in America who are
deceived by America First propaganda?
What is his purpose?

See next week's issue for further details.

Subscribe now and tell all your friends. Get

your organization to order bundles.
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