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Between Qurselves

OUR switchboard is always one of
the busiest spots in the office
when things begin to happen at a
terrific pace either here or abroad.
People want to know things—and
when we haven’t time to tell very
much, they ask, “Will there be an
article (or editorial) about it in the
next issue?” We're terribly pleased
when we can say yes; and usually we
can, Recently. the telephone traffic has
been a little heavier, with a reiterated
question coming through: “Will you
publish another Cockburn cable this
week?” And we were able to say
“yes” —it's on page 4. We shall
publish still another in the forthcom-
ing issue, in many issues for weeks to
come, along with other cables from
London and Moscow—that is, 1r. We
don’t have to tell you what the “if”
is, assuming you have read our last
issue with its appeal for an NM cable
fund of $5,000 to obtain regular front-
line dispatches on the war against
Nazism. Since the appeal was pub-
lished we have received $1,140, some
of it in sums of $100 and some in
scattered amounts beginning with a
dollar bill. We’re pretty proud of that
response, although the credit for it
really belongs to our cable writers
and the fund contributors. We'd like
the latter to take the floor for us.
Their letters explain better than we
can why it's. so important to raise
that remaining $3,860 needed to en-
sure more up-to-the-minute news from
Cockburn, R. Palme Dutt, and other
frontline writers.

Says a contributor from Connecti-
cut: “To get cabled news from Lon-
don, and I mean real news instead of
scrappy communiques—well, it was
rather like turning on the loudspeaker
and hearing Claude Cockburn’s voice
right in the room. I forgot all about
the fence I was going to patch, the
cow I was about to milk, the swim I
might take later, and sat right down
with the copy of New Masses I had
just hauled out of my rural mailbox
to read Cockburn once and then
again, It certainly made this lovely
landscape, where I've been vacation-
ing for the past month, fade out for
a while. And it isn’t only that I get
hungry for ‘the lowdown,” no matter
how many papers I receive, out here.
If T were in New York I don’t think
that T would feel any differently—
after all, London is no closer to the
Empire Tower than to the weather
vane on my barn. Claude Cockburn’s
dispatch gave me very much the
same feeling as when I used to read
his fine sheet, the Week, in the days
when it was still coming through and
I got it in New York—a feeling of
having really come upon some truth

about what’s going on across the wa-
ters. These NM dispatches, though,
have more impact—partly because
The Situation is so much more excit-
ing right now and partly because
news is hotter coming over wires.
Anyway, to stop talking so much and
get down to the point, here’s a fiver.
How many Cockburn or R. Palme
Dutt words do I get for that? Inci-
dentally, if the individual dispatches
were a little longer, I wouldn’t kick.
Neither would a number of people I
know, and I hope enough feel that
way about it to do something practi-
cal and in a hurry. Yours for more
and longer cables. C. F.”

That's a rather long speech for
this space, but personally we liked it.
It contains nearly everything that is
said in the shorter letters and told us
in conversation regarding the cable
fund. Not quite everything, though.
One letter dwells almost entirely on
the meaning of the war itself, taking
off from our own words of last week,
“We want to annihilate Hitlerism,”
and going on: “Yes, but how? We
know aw/ky; or maybe I'd better put
it this way: We know why. I mean
that we—people like NM readers, for
instance, and many others—know all
about the meaning of Hitlerism.
We've known it for so many years,
since before Spain, before Hitler him-
self. If everyone had known, how
different things might be now! But
it's no good wailing over the past.
The point is, everyone has got to
know this time and, knowing, act. I
honestly believe that the ‘frontline re-
ports’ you are publishing, from men
like Cockburn and Dutt, contribute
a tremendous lot to that necessary
knowledge and the action that will
come with knowledge. It's a bit of
an anti-climax to end this by saying,
‘I enclose a dollar,’ but I'm just get-
ting on my feet again after being out
of a job for more than two years.”
Writing us about the July 8 issue as
a whole, a reader says, “As for
Palme Dutt, I never get enough of
his penetrating and profound insight.
So, in order to get more of him and
of the other European correspon-
dents you promise, I enclose check
for $100.”

In an early issue NM will publish
an article by A. B. Magil on the anti-
fascist writings of Earl Browder who,
beginning many years ago, outlined
the measures that would have to be
adopted for a successful struggle
against fascism. Joy Davidman, our
regular movie critic, has retired to
the country for the rest of the summer
to work on a novel. During her ab-
sence Alvah Bessie, who has been a
movie critic as well as drama re-

viewer for NM, will take over Miss
Davidman’s column.

This magazine will hold a Round
Table Discussion on the most mo-
mentous issue of today, the Soviet-
Nazi war, on Wednesday evening,
July 30, at Manhattan Center. Fur-
ther details may be found on page 25.

NM is proud to present in the cur-
rent issue (page 4) a statement by
Eugene Petrov, of the world-famous
team of IlIf and Petrov. The cable
came to us promptly through a con-
tract we have arrived at with Inter-
continent News Service that will en-
sure the regular, speedy delivery to
our office of articles by other promi-
nent Soviet writers. We began last
week with Ilya Ehrenbourg’s piece
and expect to receive similar articles
by such internationally renowned
figures as Mikhail Sholokhov, Alexei
Tolstoy, Fadayev, and others.

Flashbacks

ON JuLy 22, 1916, a bomb was
thrown during the Preparednc

Day Parade at San Francisco. §

persons were killed. Tom Mooney,
powerful labor leader, was falsely
charged with the crime, “found
guilty,” and spent twenty-three years
in prison before he was pardoned
as a result of constant demand from
the people. . . . The first Woman’s
Rights Convention in this country
was held July 19, 1848, at Seneca
Falls, N. Y. . . . Veterans of the

‘'last World War—bonus marchers

—were told on July 20, 1932, that
they had just ten days to get the
hell out of Washington. President
Hoover (remember Aid to Fin-
land?) was offering gunfire and
tear gas to American soldiers asking
relief.
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THE ANGLO-SOVIET PACT: An editorial

Soviet Union and the United Kingdom is proof of how

fully and profoundly the war has changed its character. With
the two free peoples of Europe, the British and the Soviet,
promising each other “aid of all kinds” and pledging no peace
with the enemy “except by mutual agreement,” the war has
now become indivisible. Not everybody realized in time that
the peace was indivisible, but everyone now has the last oppor-
tunity to realize that the war is indivisible. Whoever favors
the Soviets must necessarily favor the British. Whoever favors
the British must necessarily favor the Soviets. Whoever tries
to divide the fronts, or divide these two peoples, is only playing
Hitler’s game.

This alliance was clearly foreshadowed in Churchill’s first
speech and im Stalin’s radio address: it represents a diplomatic
defeat of the first magnitude for German imperialism. If Hitler
calculated that by attacking the USSR, his friends in Britain
would come to the surface, and paralyze Britain’s war effort,
that calculation has now been smashed just as surely as
Hitler’s elite legions will be smashed. And if any of Hitler’s
friends in Britain—and they are powerful—speculate that they
can still paralyze Anglo-Soviet collaboration, behind the cover
of formal alliance, it is clear that they do so on the pain of
being exposed as traitors. They will be seen not only as Hitler’s
fifth column, but what amounts to the same thing—traitors 'to the
defense and the future of the British people.

No one knows precisely the character of that “help of all
kinds” which the agreement specifies. But clearly it must go
far beyond the normalization or the expansion of trade rela-
tions. There may be exchanges of material; British and Soviet
troops may be intermingled; Soviet submarines may be guard-
ing the waters of the North Sea while British destroyers con-
voy material to the Arctic ports. What strikes us as most
important is that this agreement opens the way to the most
obvious and direct forms of cooperative struggle: the develop-
ment of offensives and counter-offensives on both the eastern
and western fronts., In his radio speech last week, Litvinov
invited the British people not to give Hitler “a moment’s
rest” along the Atlantic coast and in the Rhineland. Evidently,
the Soviet people expect active preparations for British opera-
tions all along Hitler’s western flank. And on the Soviet side,
this agreement now opens up the practical possibilities that
the defense of the USSR may take on those counteroffensive
forms which will enable Soviet troops to strike directly at the
solar plexus of German fascism.

Imagine now what powerful effect and encouragement all
this must be having among the broad masses of British common
folk. In the first world war, it will be remembered, the Ger-
mans would have broken through to the Atlantic had not
von Moltke been compelled to shift many divisions to the
east; the war might have been over in the fall of 1914 had
not the British and French had a powerful continental ally
on Germany’s flank. Ever since last ‘June when the Vichy
camarilla sold out to Hitler, “partly for cash and partly for
credit,” every realistic Englishman knew that Britain needed
more than mere footholds on the continent: Britain needed
a continental ally, stronger in every way than France. Today,
for the first time the British masses see a practical perspective
of winning the war. How the wheels of history have turned!
The agreement which Stalin and Molotov offered to Neville
Chamberlain two years ago has now been consummated under

IF ANY further proof were needed, the alliance between the

much different conditions. How much suffering might have
been spared the peoples of Europe had Chamberlain’s mission
flown to Moscow overnight instead of taking its sixteen days
by boat ; how much sooner would Hitler have been defeated had
the British negotiators been authorized to negotiate seriously—
as the Soviet spokesmen insisted two summers ago!

Indeed the alliance will make its deepest impression pre-
cisely among the peoples whose suffering might have been
spared. One can only imagine how the soul of oppressed Europe
is moved at the realization that Hitler is caught in the vise
of British and Soviet arms. For there is a third front in this
war, the front of those unnamed and innumerable warriors,
brave men and women fighting day after day behind -Hit-
ler’s lines. For all these people British and Soviet unity is
a promise. Whoever should try, in days to come, to break
that unity and that promise, will find the peoples of Europe
against him. This too is implicit in the Anglo-Soviet agree-
ment.

Finally, it is a challenge to us Americans. Reading the
press comment on the latest development, we are struck by
some side remarks in some quarters that “‘treaties are just
treaties,” and after all, France also promised not to make a
separate peace. Such sniping at the Soviet Union will boomer-
ang, as always: the real danger is that we Americans shall
be misled into considering a virtual separate peace with Hitler,
the danger that our failure to help the USSR and Britain

~ will unwittingly assist Hitler. The danger is that the American

people shall be misled into making false separations between
the British and the Soviet cause, which is now one cause. In
the last two years, nothing irked the British people more than
the idea, expressed in some American circles, that Britain was
a mere outpost, of interest to us only as the outer island of
our defenses. But nothing will irk them more today than the
sentiments expressed in some quarters that Britain must be
supported despite its allies.

The plain fact of the matter is that the American people
are overwhelmingly sympathetic to the Soviet Union. Thou-
sands of resolutions, from religious, trade union and other or-
ganizations have been passed in the last three weeks, hailing
the Soviet Union’s defense. And the President himself in reply
to Kalinin’s message on the Fourth of July cited the “strong
ties of historic friendship” which bind the American and Soviet
peoples. Last week, the Gallup poll made public some inter-
esting figures, which show that seventy-two percent of those
questioned favored a'Soviet victory over Hitler; only four
percent favored Germany, while only seventeen percent ex-
pressed no preference for either side, and seven percent had
no opinion. The Gallup poll notes that Catholics and Protestants
were equally in favor of the Soviet side, and the typical reason-
ing was as follows: “Russia is not imperialistic, but Germany
is. Russia, even if she won, would not invade the United States,
whereas Germany probably would.”

In the face of such a clear and overwhelming mandate from
the people, there should be no room for hesitations. Tliere
should be no room for snide remarks, for mean calculations,
and quibbles. Our responsibility as Americans is to congratu-
late Soviet and British unity, to widen that unity in order to
include ourselves alongside the people of China. Our responsi-
bility is to develop large-scale and immediate aid to Britain,
the Soviet Union, and China in their indivisible war. Anything
less is an insult to their example.

NEW MASSES




WHAT BRITISH LABOR WANTS

Claude Cockburn describes the enthusiasm for the Anglo-Soviet pact. The unions press to increase defense
production. The fight to lift the ban on the London “‘Daily Worker.”’

London (by cable)

OoU have to see, in order to believe, the
Ythrill that the news of the Anglo-Soviet

pact—signed at long last after much
effort by the mass of common people here,
who for years have wanted it—is sending
through the British factories. Above all, this
is true in the engineering factories, among the
key workers who had already held repeated and
enormous meetings to support the Premier’s
pledge of full aid to the Soviet Union.

The other side of that enthusiasm is the
roar of derisive laughter which went up from
the factories when it was learned that even
now the British Broadcasting Company re-
fuses to broadcast the Internationale along
with the other national anthems of Britain’s
allies. BBC chose instead the little-known
" Army Marck as being more “non-committal.”

The incident, though absurd, is worth seri-
ous mention right at the outset. Because it
occurred on the day of the announcement of
the pact, it helps in throwing light on the
positive and negative forces at work in Britain
on this issue. The negative forces are a small,
exceedingly sulky, but still powerful minority.
The majority of the press, sensing the real
feeling of the people, has joined in loud public
mockery of BBC’s attitude. Nevertheless the
continuance of this ridiculous behavior by
BBC has at least had the effect of reminding
decent people of the continued existence of
various slimy personalities and policies still
seeking to undermine the full effect of the
Premier’s pledge, Eden’s pledge, and now the
pact itself. Prominent among those little snakes
in the grass currently seeking sabotage of full
Anglo-Soviet unity, may be mentioned the so-
called “imperial policy group” headed by a
Tory Member of Parliament, Kenneth De
Courcy, who in turn has been closely associated
with Otto Hapsburg and similar reactionary
elements. Among the principal backers of this
small but active group are such undesirable
personages as Lord Phillimore, a leading figure
in a pro-Franco organization. To all of these
news of the pact has come as a sharp kick in
the pants. For signing this agreement marks
not only the logical outcome of quick progress
by military missions, but also a big prelimi-
nary victory over all those hoping to keep
Anglo-Soviet relations permanently vague.

All this, of course, is going on parallel

to another struggle of quite a different char-

acter on the British home front, though at
some points it is connected with the direct
fight against the open or half-concealed Quis-
lings indicated above. This is the struggle
to increase efficiency and total production in
British factories. This week a large number of
MP’s of all parties are meeting with rep-
resentative shop stewards from at least nine
leading aircraft and other war factories in
the London area. This is a meeting of first

4

rate importance, since it can provide the first
practical followup to the recent parliamentary
debate on production in which leading Tory
MP’s were constrained to admit grave de-
ficiencies in production. It is also a followup
of discussions held at the recent conference
of the executive board of the Amalgamated
Engineering Union, where President Tanner
launched some very serious charges against
managerial inefficiency, which he at least
openly attributed to appeasement tendencies
in certain quarters. I know a large number
of shop stewards attending this meeting at
Commons; they are coming to it, on the one
hand with chapter and verse to prove how
wrong some things are in the factories, and
on the other, with the determination to join
forces with anyone prepared to help get nec-
essary things done so that full factory resources
may be thrown into the common Anglo-Soviet

struggle. They will find considerable re- .
sponse in all parties in the House of Com-
mons. The meeting was called by William
Gallacher and D. N. Pritt.

Shop stewards believe—and there is every
reason to suppose they are right—that it is
possible to adopt immediately in individual
factories (which can and will be named in
private discussions) measures which in some
cases will at once increase production by
as much as eighty percent. This staggering
figure may appear exaggerated to those who
are unfamiliar with existing conditions in
British factories. Yet it is certainly the opinion
among the best informed and most highly
skilled workers that such an increase is ob-
tainable—even easily obtainable. It is not a
question in this case of any single large o
national scale “plan”—though shop stewards
would like to see an immediate investigation

[ J o ® [
Four Million Muscovites Missed It
Moscow (by cable).

T WOULD be nonsense to assert that Muscovites are leading a serene, peaceful exis-
tence these days, singing gay songs, holding masquerade balls in the Park at Cul-
ture and Rest, and exchanging opinions on street corners as to the latest soccer

match between the Dynamo and Spartak teams. Peacetime is gone. We are at war.
We are engaged in a life and death struggle, a sacred patriotic war in which the
whole nation, young and old, is taking part; a war in which each of us takes counsel
with his conscience, every day asking himself, “What have you done for the front
today ?” Whatever he may be doing—working, riding in the subway, dining, resting—
one thought is uppermost in everyone’s mind: destroy the enemy!

Never has the capital witnessed such fervent meetings, such tremendous enthusiasm,
such unity as in these days. Never has the capital been so calm, so disciplined, so clean
and neat. Every bit of rubbish and inflammable material is being removed from yards
and attics. Useless wooden fences and structures are being pulled down. Like a bat-
tleship, Moscow is clearing her decks for the fray. Muscovites are fully aware of the
danger. They know how strong and treacherous the enemy is. Everyone is efficiently
preparing to meet the air pirates. We have every reason to believe that the enemy will
not find too hospitable a welcome here.

However that may be, not a single Muscovite has seen a fascist plane over the
city yet. And Moscow has more than 4,000,000 inhabitants. Still it appears that we
Muscovites have been guilty of criminal carelessness, that we have been unobservant
—s0 unobservant, in fact, that 4,000,000 Muscovites actually missed a great air raid.
Tons of bombs have been dropped on the capital, reducing the city to a heap of shape-
less ruins. And here we have been working, strolling about, dining, going to the movies,
doing everything in the world but looking up at the sky. I must confess that even
old Muscovites like myself saw nothing. And I have the audacity to call myself a
journalist., A disgrace to the profession indeed. v

It wasn’t until I opened the Swedish newspaper 4ftonbladet that I realized what a
sensation I had missed. To leave no doubt in anyone’s mind, I shall cite the text of what
I read: “Reports from Russian sources confirm that Moscow has been heavily bombed
by German planes in the past few days. The Germans sent considerable forces of dive
bombers against the Russian capital and the Russians themselves admit that much
damage has been done.” There you are! Even the Russians admit it. Yet Muscovites
noticed nothing at all. And surely you can trust Russians. Needless to say, all this
nonsense about bombing Moscow, fabricated by a pro-German newspaper, is not chance
gossip by “our Helsinki correspondent,” but a sample of the systematic slander con-
cocted day and night in the odious lair of that degenerate Goebbels. This is something
Russians do admit. EuceNE PEtrOV.

July 22, 1941 NM
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BATTLE FOR THE FRONTIERS

Colonel T. analyzes the first phase of the Soviet-Nazi war. How successful was the initial blitzkrieg? The

balance sheet after three weeks.

"\ ning of the second phase of the war. The
Nazis have begun their second assault
along the three main directions (Leningrad,
Moscow, Kiev). There will be much to write
about in my column next week, that’s obvi-
ous. But for the time being I wish to say
one word of warning: Hitler will be claiming
big victories, big gains, “crackups’ ; new towns
will figure in the news, some may even be
taken by the Nazis. But be guided by this
one principal point: the Germans will be
~ suffering tremendous losses. And that’s what
counts. Tragic as Soviet losses may be, they
can stand it. But it will be deadly for Hitler
if he continues to lose men and material to
the extent he did during the first phase of
the war.

The temporary lull on the Eastern Front,
that lasted about thirty-six hours, marked
the close of the first phase of the war. This
phase, operatively, could be called the Battle
of the Frontiers—the battle of the approaches
to the defensive position comprising the Gulf

ﬁ s 1 write, the headlines tell of the begin-

of Finland-Lake Chudskoye (Peipus)-Dvina-

Gate of Smolensk-Dnieper-Dniester. Strate-
gically it was the battle to cover the mobiliza-
tion of the Red Army reserves.

‘This battle lasted almost three weeks. The
Germans have reached the outer defenses of
the above line (except on the southern wing).
It is now possible at least to evaluate it in
terms of movement.

As I pointed out several times before, the
Germans have failed to effect a strategic
breakthrough, to stun and knock out the Red
Army, and to inflict losses greater than their
own. However, there were a number of tac-
tical breakthroughs and, in general, the front
during that period hardly ever assumed the
appearance of a steady and continuous line.
In gauging the rate of advance of the Ger-
man spearheads, it is important to ascertain
whether that rate increased from week to
week, or whether it decreased.

Some military analysts drew charts and
made calculations which gave an entirely
wrong picture of the first phase of the war.
I shall attempt to set the situation straight
by taking the three main directions, along
which the Germans have made the greatest
progress, namely Koenigsberg-Leningrad,
Warsaw-Moscow, Liublin-Kiev. In order to
cover the situation completely, add to this
the direction Yassy-Kiev. Thus we have the
four main sectors.

The advance of the Germans along these
main directions is marked on the accompa-
nying map according to the communiques of
the three preceding Saturdays, with the un-
derstanding, of course, that the “front” lines
are not and cannot be exact. They simply
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Fly in the Ointment

) Is THERE an officially inspired attempt to

prevent the American people from learn-
ing the truth about the Red Army? Last
week NEw Massks cited the comments of the
“experts” of most commercial newspapers,
singling out the work of Fletcher Pratt of
the New York Post and Hanson W. Bald-
win of the Times as particularly flagrant
examples of poltical propaganda in the
guise of objective analysis. We pointed out
that behind these prejudiced comments was
something more than run-of-the-mine anti-
Soviet bias, that high officials of the War
Department—according to Iz Fact, the chief
of staff, General George C. Marshall him-
self—have been giving the “experts” their
“line.”

Now comes fresh confirmation of the role
being played by certain Washington circles.
The July 11 issue of the newspaper PM
reported that “Ever since Hitler sent his
armies against the Soviet, deliberately pes-
simistic predictions have come out of Wash-
ington quoting anonymous military experts.
According to PM.”

“To try to head off the stampede of press
superlatives [for the Red Army] in this
country Jim Fly, chairman of the Federal
Communications Commission, met yesterday
at an unadvertised conference with only
invited local heads iof press wire services,
Washington radio network commentators
and bureau managers of larger metropoli-
tan dailies such as the New York Times.
Mr. Fly told them of the need of minimiz-
ing the Stalin Line as the world hope for
stopping Hitler. Presumably speaking for
administration higher-ups, he pointed out
that a wave of American defeatism might
follow the possible cracking of the Stalin
Line. . . »

Certainly, it is true that .overconfidence is
dangerous, and no one need underestimate
the difficulties which the Soviet people and
the peoples of the world face in the struggle
against Hitlerism. It is curious, however,
that Fly and his buddies showed mo concern
about overconfidence when Hitler invaded
Yugoslavia, Greece, or other countries; it
is only when the Nazis tackle the one army
that is giving them battle that these people
decide it would be more discreet to play
that army down. Does Fly really speak for
the administration? And since when has it
become the job of the chairman of the FCC,
which is supposed to be a non-political body,
to act as minister of propaganda? It looks
to us as if this activity is in violation of
the Federal Communications Act. And it
looks to us as if it is very much of a piece
with the efforts of those reactionaries who
are seeking to sabotage aid to the Soviet
Union.

link those salient points which were men-
tioned by both sides. There are sectors and
whole areas which are marked with dotted
lines and question marks because there is no
available information on the military situation
there.

In spite of all this, a pretty clear picture
can be drawn.

Operative line First Second Third
(in miles from border) Week Week Week Total
Koenigsberg-Leningrad 60 160 35 255

Warsaw-Mosaow ..... 190 170 .. 360
Liublin-Kiev ......... 60 110 .2 170
Yassy-Kiev .......... 10 25 15 50

(It must be pointed out here that the
distances in my table are in some instance
greater than the actual ones, because they
are measured along main operative lines and
not from actual points of invasion. For in-
stance, the distance from Grodno to Minsk
is about 100 miles shorter than the distance
we show on the map from the border to
Minsk. Note also that we took the points
of the deepest German advance.)

So we see that, with the exception of the
Moscow direction, the rate of German prog-
ress increased during the second week and
sharply dropped in all directions during the
third week—so sharply that it almost came
to.a standstill. The daily rate was approxi-
mately 12.5 miles, eighteen miles, nine miles,
and 2.5 miles in the four respective directions.
The great effort which the Germans made-
on the Moscow direction proves that the,
intended to cut the Red armies in two during
the first phase of the war, but failed to do so.

The sharp decrease in the rate of progress
during the last week shows the Red Army
operative reserves appeared on the scene in
time to prevent a breakthrough before the
mobilization of the Red Army was more or
less complete (a mobilization is really never
complete!). That, naturally, was the German
aim. The whole Battle of the Frontiers from
the Red Army viewpoint was nothing but an
operation to cover the Soviet mobilization,

AND HERE a few words would not be amiss
on the subject of mobilization. Many people
think of it in terms of hours or days. It is
natural that the larger a country the more
time it takes to mobilize its reserves of man-
power. The advantage of a compact country
over a sprawling one in that respect remains
the same, irrespective of the progress of trans-
portation.

It is interesting to go back to 1914 and
to see how the czarist army mobilized its
reserves. Some of the figures are revealing,
‘The army just before the war had, roughly,
eighty divisions. The “first” mobilization was
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The above map shows the extent of the Nazi advance in each of the first three weeks
of the war. The question marks designate areas from which no information on the
military situation was available. As “New Masses” went to press, Moscow reported
that Soviet troops crossed the Dnieper at several points north of Rogachev and drove
the Nazis back. These reports came on the heels of a smashing Soviet victory in the
Baltic: thirteen German troopships, two destroyers, and a barge laden with tanks
were destroyed, and thirteen other troopships and a destroyer were set on fire.
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to give it thirty-five more, or a total of 115.
It is estimated that in fire power these divi-
sions were the equivalent of 57%% German
divisions. .

The Germans at first placed on the East-
ern Front twenty of their own divisions and
about forty-six Austro-Hungarian divisions,
or the equivalent of about forty full-fledged
German divisions (in firepower).

Russia could not send more than 944 di-
visions to her Western Front because she had
to guard the Turkish and other frontiers.
How soon, then, did the Russian divisions
concentrate at the Front? On the fifteenth
day, twenty-seven were ready, on the twenty-
third day, fifty-two, on the sixtieth day, 90%4,
and at last on the eighty-fifth day all 94145
were ready. The last four divisions came
from the Far East (Siberian Riflemen).
They spent six weeks on the train.

Since those days the Russian railroads have
been extended and generally improved (as far
as roadbed, rolling stock, and exploitation is
concerned). It may be roughly estimated
(judging by carloadings) that the Soviet rail-
roads now can carry about four times more
traffic than the Russian railroads could in
1914. Even so the first phase of the mobiliza-
tion of the Red Army could not be carried
out in less than three weeks (as compared
to twelve weeks in 1914).

Hence the necessity to hold the enemy and
retreat as slowly as possible without permit-
ting him to disrupt the disposition of the cov-
ering troops and to push long fingers of steel
which could rip up the mechanism of the
mobilization in the rear.

This retreat, however, was carried out ac-
cording to a new concept of “deep strategy.”
Large bodies of troops were left in the enemy
rear. These troops, as time wears on and
their “regular” operations against the enemy
lines of communication cease, ‘‘evaporate”
into countless detachments of guerrillas, com-
posed of a nucleus of regular army men
around whom fighters from the local popula-
tion congregate.

The question marks on the attached map
mark the invisible and imponderable front
thus created more than 200 miles behind the
enemy front. We shall hear little in the com-
muniques of this front, but, nevertheless, it
is not “‘unimportant,” for it carries in its very
conception the seeds of something the power
of Hitler must fear.

CoroneL T.

No “Kultur’

" HEN the German forces crossed the

Bug River, the Russians appear to
have allowed them to advance without giving
any indication of their presence. Then they
opened ‘devastating’ fire from all sides upon
the German advance units. Such methods of
warfare are scathingly criticized in the Voel-
kischer Beobachter, which declares that shoot-
ing from the rear is a typical Bolshevist
action.” — From the New York “Times,”
June 29, 1941.



YOUR QUESTIONS ON THE WAR

New Masses answers readers’ queries. What changed the character of the war? How can we help

defeat Hitler? What about convoys?2 What about a people’s peace?

“New Masses” here presents answers to ques-
tions from our readers regarding the Soviet-
Nazi war. (We would welcome additional
questions.—The Editors.

Q. Can we expect imperialist governments to give
real aid to the USSR? .

HERE are two factors involved in the an-
Tswer to this question: the situation of the

British and American governments in the
struggle against Germany, and the peoples
of Britain and the United States. There is
no doubt that the British ruling class de-
sired Soviet involvement in the war. But be-
cause the Nazi conquests and plans for fur-
ther expansion constitute an extreme menace
to the British empire, that section of the
ruling class represented by Churchill believes
it necessary to give some measure of aid to
the Soviet Union. Churchill and those for
whom he speaks realize that a Hitler con-
quest of the USSR would convert Britain
into a vassal state of Germany. It was not
out of love for socialism, but in order to
safeguard British imperialist interests that
Churchill made his offer of assistance.

President Roosevelt represents essentially
the same point of view, though he has ex-
pressed it in less positive terms. In both coun-
tries—in the United States openly, in Britain
covertly—the most reactionary big business
groups oppose American aid to the USSR and
prefer to come to terms with Hitler in a
super-Munich at the expense not only of the
Soviet Union, but of the national interests
and security of the American and British
peoples. This is the real policy of Colonel
Lindbergh and the America First Commit-
tee. There are also those who, while pro-
fessing to oppose the America First appeasers,
actually play into their hands by posing one
front in the war against another and thus
obstructing a united fight against Hitlerism.
‘This is the attitude of the New York Times
which, instead of combining the slogan “Help
Russia” with that of aid to Britain, urges
that the former be dropped and that assistance
be confined to Britain. This policy would
have the effect of isolating and weakening
not only the Soviet Union, but England and
the United States as well.

The second and all-important factor that
will determine the character and extent of aid
to the USSR, is the activity of the common folk
of those countries. Undoubtedly, the statements
of Churchill and Roosevelt reflected the
strong anti-fascist sentiment of the vast ma-
jority of Englishmen and Americans. The
problem now is to organize this sentiment in
both countries, and especially in our own,
in order to overcome reactionary opposition
and swing the government into action that
will assure swift, substantial help to both the
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Soviet and British peoples. Thus it is not a
question of trusting Churchill or Roosevelt,
but of trusting and arousing the people.
Otherwise we risk a fascist-dominated world
in which American democracy and indepen-
dence are doomed.

Q. Why didn’t the Soviet Union come to the
assistance of Britain when it was attacked?

The Soviet Union early in 1939 offered
to conclude mutual assistance pacts with the
British and French governments which
would have constituted a virtual military al-
liance. Had this offer been accepted, Hitler

- would have been faced with a two-front

war, in which case he would probably never
have attacked and peace would have been
saved. But the British and French govern-
ments merely went through the motions of
negotiating with the Soviet Union. Though
Chamberlain had given a guarantee to Poland
which could only have been implemented
with the collaboration of the Red Army, he
and Daladier continued - to intrigue behind
the scenes in an effort to encourage Hitler
to direct his aggression eastward against the
USSR. Realizing that the world was mov-
ing swiftly toward war, and that the British
and French game was to embroil the Soviet
Union singlehanded with Germany under
conditions that would permit the Chamber-
lain and Daladier governments to stand on
the sidelines and help Hitler, the leaders
of the USSR acted to protect the Soviet
state by signing the non-aggression pact, with
Germany. This pact was entirely in keep-
ing with the Soviet peace policy and served
to safeguard that country’s neutrality in a
conflict between two rival power blocs for
imperialist objectives. Under those circum-
stances there could have been no question
of Soviet assistance to Britain. Such assistance
would have violated the pact with Germany;
moreover, the stalemate maintained on the
western front for the first half year and the
efforts of the British and French governments
to switch the war during the Soviet-Finnish
conflict showed that they had not given up
the dream of resolving their difficulties at
the expense of the USSR,

Q. Was “New Masses” right in previously op-
posing the lend-lease bill and the arms program?
If that program had not been carried through, the
United States awould not be in a position now to aid
the Soviet Union,

Our attitude toward the lend-lease bill
and the arms program was part of our op-
position to the entire foreign policy of the
American government. And this was based
on the imperialist character of the war. Had
our government from the outset joined with

]

the most powerful neutral, the Soviet Union,
in efforts to limit the spread of the war and
assist the people of Britain and Europe to
secure a truly democratic anti-fascist peace,
the entire course of the war might have been
changed. Instead our government chose to
help spread the war by aiding one imperial-
ism against another and adopting a hostile
attitude toward the USSR. NEw MASsSEs
consistently called for an abandonment of
this suicidal course; had this been done and
a progressive foreign policy adopted, we
would have supported the arms program and
other defense measures. With the attack on
the Soviet Union the situation has been dras-
tically altered. A policy of neutrality is no
longer possible since the leading neutral i
involved in war and the relation of forces
has shifted so greatly that the defeat of the
Soviet Union would, in view of the ex-
tremely difficult position of Britain, threaten
the national existence of the United States.
Moreover, the administration has begun to
change its attitude toward the USSR in the
direction we so long urged. The lend-lease
bill and arms program, which previously
served reactionary ends, can now serve pro-
gressive ends if they are employed to
strengthen the USSR, Britain, China, and all
nations in the fight to smash fascism.

Q. What should be the attitude toward convoys
and similai measures?

New Masses supports the statements of
Secretary of the Navy Knox and Secrctarx
of the Interior Ickes that now is the time
to strike at Germany. This means that we
favor the use of all economic and military
measures to support the USSR and Britain.
Again, our change in attitude is based on the
changed character of the war. So long as
the Soviet Union was not involved, the Amer-
ican people were not so directly menaced,
and it was still possible for the United States
and the USSR, without intervention, to cope
jointly with the problem of a Hitler victory.
Now, by his latest aggression, Hitler has im-
posed on us the necessity to strike at him
and his fiendish system in every possible way
if we are not ourselves to be struck down.

Q. Wouldn’t it have been better for the USSR
to have attacked Germany while the Nazi armies
were occupied with their Balkan campaign?

It is, of course, always possible to recon-
struct the world on the basis of hindsight
and arrive at much better results. But his-
tory is not a jig-saw puzzle. The USSR is
a peaceful country that lives up to its treaties,
and to have attacked Germany would have
meant a deliberate plunging into war.
Though the Soviet Union was preparing for
a possible Nazi assault, there was no certainty

July 22, 1941 NM



N Ly vpe e

YRR
BTN o o Lt







as to when the attack would come, and every
day of peace meant added strength for the
land of socialism. Moreover, what guarantee
did the USSR have that if it struck at Ger-
many, Britain would not make peace, leav-
ing the Soviet Union to fight alone? The
Hess affair showed that there were influential
circles in Britajn that were very receptive to
precisely this solution of their problems.

Q. Why didw't Hitler attack the USSR during
the Finnish conflict, when the British and French
governments were so eager for an anti-Soviet war?
Why didw't the Soviet Union take over the whole
of Finland?

Ever since the young Soviet republic de-
feated the imperialist intervention of 1918-
21, conflicts among the various powers have
prevented a united attack on the USSR. It
has been one of the aims of Soviet foreign
policy to take advantage of these conflicts
in order to safeguard its peace and security.
This is the meaning of the non-aggression
pact with Germany. Hitler, on his part, by
signing the pact showed that he preferred
to settle scores with his imperialist rivals
before taking on so formidable an opponent
as the Soviet Union. At the time of the
Finnish war he had not yet achieved any-
thing except seizure of part of Poland. For
him to have joined with the British and
French in a war on the USSR at that time—
with the strong possibility that ‘they would
make him do the brunt of the fighting—would
have defeated his own strategy.

In its war against the White Guard Fin-
nish regime the USSR sought merely to se-
cure its own borders and remove the menace
of hostile guns only twenty miles from Lenin-
grad. When this objective was achieved, it

made peace without attempting to dictate
the character or policy of the Finnish gov-
ernment. By ending the conflict at that point,
the Soviet Union also frustrated the continued
efforts to switch the imperialist war. More-
over, by the generous peace terms which it
offered Finland, the USSR enhanced its pres-
tige among the Finnish people and the peoples
of all countries. That, for a people’s govern-
ment, is an important consideration.

Q. Will Japan attack the Soviet Union?

By their recent pact of neutrality and
friendship Japan and the Soviet Union agreed
not to undertake hostile action against each
other for a period of five years. But the
Japanese militarists can no more be trusted
to live up to this pact than could Hitler
himself. For the present the Japanese are un-
doubtedly sitting on the fence, waiting to
see which way the Soviet-Nazi war will go.
There are a number of restraining influences
on Japan. Foremost is the Red Army, which
administered serious defeats to the Japanese
in border fighting in 1938 and 1939. Sec-
ondly, there is the war with China, which
is diverting a large part of Japan’s economic
and military resources. Third, the Japanese
are afraid that should they become involved
in war with the Soviet Union, the United
States would move in and take over some of
the choice imperialist plums which they have
plucked. And fourth, despite the alliance with
Germany, the Japanese ruling clique fear that
a Hitler victory over the USSR would
squeeze them out of their own positions in
the Far East.

Nevertheless there are other calculations
which might cause the Japanese to strike
at this time when the Soviet Union is en-

A. Jamison

“What we need is more discipline around here!”
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gaged with Germany in the west. Should
they do so, it would bring the threat of
fascist Japan—and perhaps Nazi Germany
too—within striking distance of Alaska. Ob-
viously the Axis menace to the American
people would be enormously increased. The
best way to forestall this is by urging the
Roosevelt administration to embargo the ship-
ment of all war material to Japan and to
undertake close collaboration with the Soviet
Union in the Far East and in Europe.

Q. What becomes now of the slogan of a people’s
peace?

So long as the war was imperialist in
character, the only course for progressives was
to work for a people’s peace as against a vic-
tory for either side. But now that the full
might of Hitlerism has been turned against
the peoples of the world, overshadowing the
imperialist objectives of the British and Amer-
ican monopolists, the people do have a stake
in the victory of one side: the forces oppos-
ing Nazi Germany. In the words .of the
American Peace Mobilization, “the essential
prerequisite for achieving a people’s peace h
now become the military defeat of German
Nazism.”

Q. What are the chances for anti-fascist upris-
ings in the conquered countries?

Reports from Belgium, Czechoslovakia, and
other countries indicate great popular unrest.
Only brute force holds down the peoples of
these countries. Their fight and the fight of
the German people goes on until the day
when they shall settle accounts with their fas-
cist oppressors. The most effective help to
them at this time is to assure a complete
military defeat for the Nazi legions invading
the Soviet Union and menacing the British
Isles.

Q. What can we in this country do immediateli
to help defeat Hitlerism?2

Let President Roosevelt, the State Depart-
ment, and your representatives in Congress
know that they must act at once to speed
all aid to the USSR, Britain, and China,
and to strike at German military power
wherever it operates. Get your friends to do
likewise. Machine tools and other machinery
urgently needed and bought in this country
by the Soviet Union, have been held up for
months by the bitter-end reactionaries in the
State Department. Demand that they be re-
leased. Get your unions and other organiza-
tions to adopt resolutions for assistance to
the Soviet Union and Britain and have them
sent to Washington. Help organize meetings,
conferences, and demonstrations for this pur-
pose. A great international front of the United
States, the Soviet Union, Britain, and all
peoples fighting Hitlerism can end forever
this terrible menace to our peace and liber-
ties. The great rich reservoir of the people’s
effort and talent needs to be tapped to meet
this challenge, to make certain that victory
will be on the side of those who fight for
the future of mankind.
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Strictly Personal

by RUTH McKENNEY

YAHOO, MR. LUCE!

sUPPOSE it definitely ain’t sporting to go

around giving last week’s issue of Life a

couple of Bronx cheers, not to mention
the bir-r-r-d. After all, getting out a weekly
magazine has horrid pitfalls. Even the edi-
tors of honest magazines (adv.) sometimes
go slightly gray between Tuesday night press-
time and Thursday morning when the jour-
nal goes on sale. And in offices equipped
with carpets and water-coolers there are al-
ways dark rumors that the editor keeps two
crystal gazers, a palmist, and a ouija board
operator on the payroll at fancy salaries, too.
Coming events may cast their shadows be-
fore, but this time Brer Henry Luce, the
millionaire fellow who runs, as well as owns,
Life certainly wasn’t doing much shadow
gazing. To be vulgar, but accurate, Mister
Luce got caught with suspenders busted.

Of course, it’s perfectly clear how it hap-
pened. Mr. Luce made the awful mistake of
believing his own lies. With only two or three
days to rip up his magazine, slap in articles
and pictures, and generally catch up to the
events of the Soviet-Nazi war, Life rushed
in where sensible angels would at least have
hesitated. True, the commentators were busy
announcing that the Red Army would fold
up. Also true, certain high military moguls
in Washington were calling in reporters and
giving lugubrious off-the-record press con-
ferences, in which it was freely and frankly
stated that the Soviet government would
soon be folding up and the army running
like a pack of rabbits.

But Mr. Luce should have known better
than to trust those babies. By the time the
July 14 issue of Life hit the stands with a
hollow thud, all official Washington, not to
mention the dear little military experts on
radio and newspapers alike, had calmly re-
versed itself, with not so much as a hic-
cough to mark its change in stride. Poor Mr.
Luce is hoist by his own anti-Soviet petard.

But let’s examine Mr. Luce’s humiliation
in all its putrid detail. The July 14 issue
starts off with a bang—pages of pictures show-
ing the “greatest army in world history”
busily conquering, in one fell swoop, ‘“‘the
huge mastodon of all the Russias.” The text
accompanying these photographs has all the
charm and accuracy of a three-week-old
Gabriel Heatter radio script. Among the
other gems imbedded in these paragraphs of
deathless prose are light-handed remarks to
the effect that “if they [the Russian armies]
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have already fought west of the Dnieper, the
war is practically over.” This is a mere noth-
ing, however, compared to this slightly melan-
choly notion: “Its [the Soviet Union’s] death
struggle has a colossal majesty and terror not
matched even by the fall of France.”

Ah, there, Henry! That’s giving it to ’em,
eh? Death struggles are tricky things to fool
around with—I'm afraid Mr. Luce is going
to feel more irritated than usual with the
Soviet Union. No patient has any business
recovering after you’ve buried him with some
of the fanciest prose this side of Walter Pater.
Maybe Mr. S. A. Lozovsky, my favorite wit
as well as one of the few government spokes-
men circa 1941 who believes in telling the
truth, ought to wire Mr. Luce a few of Mark
Twain’s deathless quips, such as “Reports of
my death much exaggerated.”

Mr. Luce’s magazine, however, deals not
only with the Red Army, but also has a lot
of fascinating stuff about the Soviet govern-
ment. Personally, it gives me a certain mor-
bid pleasure to reflect that Mr. Luce’s article
Men Around Stalin wins him the all-time
booby prize for magazine boners since they
got out the news with chisels and stone tab-
lets. I suppose Mr. Luce went to press be-
fore President Roosevelt cabled Mikhail
Kalinin, President of the USSR, his best per-
sonal wishes. And only too evidently, nobody
in Washington tipped off the demon editor to
the fact the government of the United States
was officially supporting the anti-fascist war
effort of the USSR.

Which is just too bad. For Life magazine
appeared on July 14 with a chatty little
article attacking nine Soviet leaders, including
Kalinin himself, Commissar for Foreign
Affairs Molotov, the leading military author-
ity Kliment Voroshilov, and six others. The
lies printed in this article are so infamous,
the vulgarities so monstrous, that I cannot
even repeat them here. We publish a magazine
of general circulation; I am very surprised
the postoffice authorities allowed last week’s
issue of Life through the mails. I thought
there was a law about obscenity. Life maga-
zine described the heroes and leaders of a
friendly anti-Fascist power in terms to make
Walter Winchell ashamed, deeply ashamed.

Well, I thought as I thumbed through the
pages of Life, July 14, that even Mr. Luce
had scaled the depths with his personal in-
sults directed at the members of the Soviet
government. But I was due for a nasty jolt.

Nestled well back among the advertisements
of tooth powder (as though even the make-up
man at Life was embarrassed by it) was the
veritable masterpiece of Mr. Luce’s remarka-
ble anti-Soviet issue. To wit: an article titled,
“‘Soviet Chances. No. 1 Russian exile offers to
aid Stalin but predicts a speedy victory for
Hitler. By Alexander Kerensky.”

Which I submit is the most staggering
headline in all journalistic history. Although
you ain’t heard nothin’ yet. Mr. Kerensky,
states (modestly), “I am fully aware of the
fact my present appeal to the Kremlin may
appear strange, to say the least.” Do I hear
a whistle in the stands? For shame! “I would
remain silent,” Mir. Kerensky continues. Will
the people in the bleachers please refrain from
shouting out, “Good idea!” and “G’wan!
How yuh goin’ to eat if you remain silent?”’

“I would remain silent if I thought the
Red Army . .. would be able to resist the
smashing blows dealt it by Hitler’s war ma-
chine. Alas, I fear developments will sub-
stantiate my worst forebodings,” writes Mr.
Kerensky.

Friends! As chairman of this audience, I
beg you to stop making those peculiar noises.
Is this any way to treat a man whom Life
magazine calls ‘“‘the heroic prototype of all
exiled heads of European governments”?

Loud cries of “Yes!” from the stands. The
chairman shakes her head.

Mr. Kerensky says, ‘“‘Russia’s domestic sit-
uation in 1914 was also far more favorable
than it is now. Her agriculture was not
ruined [sic]. Her railroads, compared to the
Soviet ones, functioned with mathematical
precision [sic, sic!]. There was no slave
labor in Russian factories [sic! sic!]. Last
but not least, Russia had developed, in her
struggle against bureaucracy, a Parliament,
an independent press, excellent institutions of
local self-government, and increasingly effec-
tive labor unions. That was why. . . .”

Mr. Kerensky, drowned out by waves of
laughter, leaves the platform shortly before
the audience stops haw-hawing and begins
to get mad. The latest news bulletins state
that he had made good his escape and is now
living in Connecticut, disguised as a friend
of the Soviet Union.

But not so, however, with the melancholy
Mr. Luce. Kerensky, after all, merely gets
paid for tossing about the bull. Mr. Luce,
on the other hand, prints it. One can merely
speculate on the horror abroad in the offices
of Life magazine this week. Can they ever
live Kerensky’s article down? Will America
forget? Is it safe for Mister Luce to walk
down Fifth Avenue or will hordes of inno-
cent citizens die laughing when they catch
a glimpse of him?

It is, of course, idle to speculate. But one
thing is certain. From now on, Publisher
Luce will be renowned throughout the land
no longer as the astute fellow who made all
that money with those magazines, but, simply,
as just plain Slaphappy. Slaphappy Luce.
Poor fellow. He guessed it wrong. Too much
and too late. Yahoo, Mr. Luce!
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WHO SAID NO UNEMPLOYMENT?

A year ago wiseacres noted that there would be jobs for all by the summer of 1941. The CIO estimates
nine miilion without work. The Marcantonio bill.

siders himself wondrous wise. Every week

or so we sit together on the morning
commuting train, and he does a bit of prophe-
sying. Unfortunately his memory for the more
sweeping predictions he has indulged in, lapses
by the time the predictions are supposed to
come true. :

My companion keeps me up on things. He
is a sort of compendium of all the reactionary
and misinformed opinions of his group. The
other day I reminded him of his weighty
prognostication of last summer 1940. “You
just mark my words,” he had said at that
time, “A year from now there won’t be any
unemployment. Defense industry will absorb
all the surplus.”

This cheery thought was not entirely orig-
inal with him—as few of his remarks are.
He had been chewing over editorials of the
New York Herald Tribune and the Times,
as well as the stirring addresses of assorted
$1-a-year industrialists. When I remarked not
long ago that hjs analysis hadn’t worked out
so well, he mrmbled something about the
“damn unions,” and any way, ‘“‘the unemployed
right now are only a handful.”

The unemployed right now, according to
the most recent CIO figures, number 9,062,-
000. Despite my companion’s set opinion the
unions have ‘nothing to do with it—except
that they have enforced better working con-
ditions through organization, and thereby have
helped keep the unemployment figure from

" reaching still higher. I prepared a little speech
to be delivered to the prophet, but he wouldn’t
listen. Still, the reasons for unemployment
lead to certain rather interesting conclusions.

In the twelve years since the crash of 1929
the individual worker’s output increased enor-
mously. That is, technological advances and
the rise of mechanization, along with speedup
and longer hours, boosted production levels to
new marks. Each worker could turn out
greater amounts in less time. The market,
nevertheless, could not absorb more and more,
and the very natural result was that less
workers could provide all that could be sold.
Thus production went up, but employment
dropped sharply. In 1938, for example, tak-
ing as a base the year 1929, which in the fol-
lowing index is equivalent to 100, we find the
following :

THERE lives a man in our town who con-

Manufac- Class 1 Mineral  Electric Light
turing Railroads Industry and Power

Prod. Employ. Prod. Employ. Prod. Employ. Prod. Employ.
118.3 84.6 127.1 55 156.3 78.7 163.5 92.6

This was the picture before the defense
program began. It doomed in 1938 over 16,-
000,000 Americans who wanted employment
but who could find nothing in regular chan-
nels. Slightly over three million of them were
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absorbed by federal projects. Since the end
of 1939, however, this country has under-
taken a huge defense plan. Production has
necessarily expanded, and the demand for
workers has risen with it. But the lamentable
fact remains that even though the output of
armaments and other defense materials has
been considerable, the unemployed remain to
testify to a failing economy. Because, even
though production skyrocketed by twenty-five
percent in 1941 over 1940 in all manufactur-
ing industries combined, employment went up
by less than half this amount, or twelve per-
cent. In some industries, food and leather, for
instance, production rose drastically, while em-
ployment showed no increase at all.

WHAT IS WRONG? The answer is simple
enough, though my acquaintance on the com-

‘muter train almost has apoplexy whenever

it is called to his attention. The fact remains,
for all his tantrums, that as workers’ output
rises, there is no great increase in the ability
of men and women throughout the country to
buy more. Every time mechanization is intro-
duced into the great enterprises, every time
a strip mill is put into operation or a mine
is rationalized, the need for workers decreases,
even beyond the number previously employed.
Those who lose jobs lose purchasing power
at the same time. This process occurs repeat-
edly in industrial America; it occurs on the
farms where machines displace farm hands
and crowd out the smaller farmers, unable to
afford costly tractors and combines.

Speedup helps to aggravate matters. New
workers, among the youth ready to take their
place in productive enterprise, swell the num-
bers in search of jobs. And this army of un-
employed enjoys little or no income. Those that
do remain at work receive insufficient wages to
bolster purchasing power sufficiently; they are
unable to buy enough of the goods that pour
from the plants.

The contradictions pile up. The more effi-
cient industry becomes, the more it turns out
with less men; the more, then, are unemployed
and the lower the total amount of wages
received by the working class. The population
is less able to purchase goods at a price that
spells profit for the owners. No amount of
wishful thinking, no amount of advertising or
exhortation can overcome this ravaging
disease. People cannot buy enough; the plants
cannot be operated at capacity; there is no
way, if production does not rise, to make room
for the unemployed.

According to “authorities,” such as my
traveling companion, defense needs were sup-
posed to change all that. Their argument at
first seemed logical enough on the surface:
the government would place orders for great
amounts of airplanes, tanks, clothing for the

army, guns, munitions, barracks, food for
soldiers and sailors, shoes, warehouses, ships
and trucks, tires and freight cars—in fact,
products of all descriptions in great quanti-
ties. To fill such orders, industry must exert
itself, and that promised expansion and the
prospect of workers by the millions being
called back on the job. Surely, unemployment
would be a thing of the past.

It was a rosy picture. But it hasn’t worked
out that way, mostly because there are sev-
eral deep flaws in the argument. Instead of
distributing work, the OPM and other gov-
ernment agencies at the head of the defense
apparatus show a decided predilection for
longer hours for those on the job, and by no
means insist on higher wages. On top of this,
plants working at capacity are located onl
in certain areas: “By and large,” states F. D\
Flanner, spokesman of the American Public
Welfare Association, “reemployment has
taken place in the industrial areas of the
North, not in the South or in the Great Plains
States, where we have reason to believe that
most of the unmet need exists.”

There are other factors. The promised
$43,000,000,000 to be spent on defense looms
bigger than it is—because it will not be spent
in one year. Only a fraction has been put
to use so far: according to government fig-
ures, half will be spent in the forthcoming
year to July 1942, And then, many of the
jobs handed out are short-lived. In February
of this year nearly 369,000 men were building
cantonments for army use; by May these
projects were practically finished, and 308,000
building trades workers returned to the ranks
of the unemployed.

Worst of all, while defense industries
boomed, those plants that received none of
the government contracts experienced. slumps.
Raw materials were hard to get or not ob-
tainable at all. Priorities, badly conceived,
and in many cases unnecessary, shut down fac-
tories using metal, lumber, aluminum, and
similar materials. Tanks and tractors were in
demand. The shortage of steel and other
metals was the excuse given for reducing the
amount of automobiles rolling off the line. In
Detroit, the number of automobiles manufac-
tured dropped by a fiftth—and 45,000 men lost
their jobs.

Such disproportions are aggravated by the
refusal of industry to employ workers over
forty—and men considered “old” in their
prime too often become part of the perma-
nently unemployed. Negroes, of course, face
discrimination everywhere: their ability, along
with that of the foreign-born, to get jobs re-
mains practically unaffected by the spurt in
defense industry. No increase has taken place
in the demand for white-collar employees;
since most jobless are unskilled, their ranks
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“Isn’t it about time we gave Lindy another medal, Adolph?”

are not to any real degree thinned by the
clamor for skilled and semi-skilled young
workers.

To SUM UP, defense has by no means solved
unemployment. Instead, our economy has been
turned from the production of peace-time
goods to defense goods, using the same plants,
the same equipment. Such substitution is
short-sighted. Both defense equipment and
consumers goods can and should be en-
couraged, if the unemployed are to be returned
to work.

From the contention that the unemployed
do not exist because they shouldn’t be there,
my prophet on the train draws an obvious
conclusion: the need for WPA and home re-
lief has vanished. Hence agitation. for the
complete abolition of all relief projects is only
logical, in view of the disappearance of the
jobless. That those who are most vociferous
on this subject also want to pay lower wages
and thereby enjoy higher profits, is a coinci-
dence somewhat too pat. If relief is abolished,
the hope is that the unemployed must then
work under any conditions and for any wage.
Wages are pushed down, unions are under-
mined, and profits go up and up and up, for-
ever and a day. And }ruly, profits have gone
up while wage increases have in no way been
comparable to the take enjoyed by a few
stockholders and managers. But the few al-
ways lust for more; this desire is part and
parcel of the monopoly capitalist system.

The policy of cutting relief to the bone,
and thereafter getting rid of the bone itself,
is the surest way of guaranteeing further

14

misery, deeper and more profound than any-
thing yet experienced. It is interesting to com-
pare federal contributions to purchasing power
with the degree of prosperity enjoyed in the
country. In 1936 the highest amount con-
tributed—over $4,000,000,000—was to a large
extent responsible for finally pulling the na-
tion out of the worst depths following the
1929 collapse. The next year, this contribu-
tion was reduced by about three-quarters; the
year, partly as a result of this reduction, ended
in a new crisis, a new breakdown. In 1938
and 1939, contributions were over $2,000,-
000,000 artd $3,000,000,000 respectively.
Then came the war in Europe, acting as a
temporary shot in the arm. The administra-
tion relied almost completely on this stimulus
to solve problems; the presence of 9,000,000
idle is proof that the solution is not there.
During the fiscal year ending July 1, appro-
priations for WPA amounted to $1,350,000,-
000. This amount proved woefully inadequate.
Suffering, malnutrition, gross poverty haunted
America at a time when billboards, news-
papers, radio, and every other form of com-
munication blared out slogans urging the peo-
ple to protect their way of life. The CIO
pointed out that this way of life was shabby,
to put it mildly. The unions advocated an
appropriation of $2,500,000,000 for WPA.
The administration knew better. It raised
no objection to Congress when that body did
not even maintain the low 1941 grant, when
it reduced the figure for WPA to $875,000,-
000. In addition, Congress refused to eliminate
provisions barring the foreign-born from re-
lief rolls, canceling the theatre projects, and

calling for periodic, witch-hunting investiga-
tions of those on relief. '

At the present moment 1,415,000 receive
meager relief from WPA—half of those elig-
ible. The new budget will, according to WPA
Commissioner Howard O. Hunter, “mean a
reduction of above 415,000 in the number of
workers now employed, and the closing down
within thirty days of all WPA projects in
1500 counties, or about one-half the counties
in the United States.” Thus, WPA will pro-
vide employment on an average for about
941,315 workers per month, a drop of 44.6
percent from 1939, and less than ten percent
of those without jobs or income,

Such is the situation. My wiseacre on the
train shrugs his shoulders and says that people
who can’t get work are no good anyhow, and
so the whole affair is of no concern to persons
like himself. This sort of ugly rationalization
denies the right of the unemployed, so often
affirmed even by President Roosevelt, to work
or to relief. These are days of great menace.
The battle is now on over the world to smash
fascism lest it devour us. We learned in the
days of the Spanish war that fascism can be
fought only by using the strongest weapon—
the spread of democracy. Today, we demand
of all people that they defend their way of
life which we say is worth intense sacrifice
and even the willingness to die. And still at
home, we demean our people, we condemn
millions to starvation and misery. This is not
defense—it is arming the enemy against our-
selves.

Monopoly capitalism in the United States,
like monopoly capitalism everywhere, operates
for profits and profits alone, which only too
clearly have nothing to do with the needs of
the people. Certainly, the monopolists will op-
pose the O’Brien and Marcantonio bills now
before Congress. The bills are similar. The
Marcantonio proposal, somewhat broader in
scope, provides for WPA jobs for all able
workers, without discrimination of any kind;
for WPA wages to be equal to prevailing
hourly rates for similar work in private in-
dustry; for application of the National Labor
Relations Act to labor relations between
WPA employees and the administration; for
direct relief grants by the federal government
to those states which have established decent
minimum standards of relief. This bill is de-
signed to increase America’s safety—appro-
priations for guns and battleships are by no
means sufficient defense. For the presence of
unemployment saps the nation’s strength.

My friend, the prophet, doesn’t agree.
“Things are all right,” he says. “I'm sick of
hearing about WPA and all this other hu-
manitarian nonsense. All it amounts to is
coddling a lot of people who are being ruined
by such treatment. . . .” There are many
others in this country who don’t agree with
him. They feel a genuine relief program im-
perative for a nation involved in the life-and-
death struggle against fascism. They recognize
the attack against the unemployed at home is
only another phase of the attack against
democracy from abroad. Bruce MINTON.
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THE UNIONS WIN THIS ROUND

A few weeks ago the tories in the House and Senate were certain of the victory of the anti-strike May
bill. Adam Lapin reports on how they were defeated.

W ashington.
HE labor-baiting crowd in the House was
Ta pretty pathetic spectacle when vote

after vote the other day made it clear
that the anti-labor provisions of the May bill
were doomed to defeat. Rep. Howard Smith
of Virginia, with his pince-nez waving in the
air and his old-fashioned wing collar badly
ruffled, complained that CIO ‘“goon squads”
had intimidated Congress. Rep. Leslie C.
Arends of Illinois, a relative newcomer to the
anti-labor racket, blamed it all on Harry
Bridges.

Of course, Smith was oversimplifying a lit-
tle. The key to the upset of the tory group
in the House was the unity of all wings of
the labor movement, the AFL and the Rail-
road Brotherhoods as well as the CIO, in

opposing the May bill and other anti-strike
““measures. But the CIO lobby, which included
250 union representatives over a period of
three weeks and was reinforced by a special
legislative conference with 300 union leaders
in attendance, helped plenty.

Not that the danger of anti-labor legisla-
tion has completely passed. Sen. Bob Reynolds
and Rep. Andy May will head the conferees
who will work up the final draft of the Con-
nally-May bill which was originally designed
simply to give deferment to men over twenty-
eight. They may still try to write into the
final bill the Senate amendment giving the
President power to use troops against strikers.
And the fact .remains that any member of the
tory Rules Committee may call up the Vinson
anti-strike bill at a moment’s notice. The im-
portant thing, however, is that the CIO,
almost overnight, changed the atmosphere on
Capitol Hill. It will be recalled that but a
few weeks ago the Senate, ostensibly more
disposed to be friendly to labor than the
House, passed the Connally bill by a vote of
67 to 7.

What the CIO lobby succeeded in doing
was reasserting the political strength of labor.
The CIO demonstrated the fact that the
professional anti-labor boys in Congress, like
Hitler, are not invincible. It proved that
labor wins on the legislative front through
aggressive political action rather than through
appeasement of big business and monopoly.
Those trade unionists who have followed Sid-
ney Hillman in taking a speak-softly-go-easy
line should get some food for thought from
this event.

Hillman had long felt that it was impos-
sible to buck the anti-labor hysteria which ap-
peared to be dominant in Congress only a
couple of weeks ago. Essentially he seemed to
accept the big-business premise that domestic
‘reaction must go hand in hand with the fight
against Hitlerism abroad. At least it looked
as though he considered the fight against re-
action as futile. This is the reason that he
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backed the President in sending the troops
against the North American strikers. This is
the reason that he considered it his function
to help Rep. Carl Vinson of Georgia rewrite
and perhaps soften his compulsory mediation
bill, rather than to speak up boldly against the
measure.

John L. Lewis, as well as CIO president
Philip Murray, challenged this whole con-
ception of the necessity of appeasing reaction.
Here was the essence of the clash between
Lewis and the Hillman supporters at the re-
cent CIO legislative conference. Lewis and
Murray were sustained in several unanimous
votes. The CIO leaders without dissent ap-
proved a vigorous last minute drive against
the anti-labor bills in Congress, reaffirmed
their intention to press for higher wages and
better living conditions, and criticized the
administration for the use of tfbops against
strikers as well as for its refusal to oppose
the Vinson and May bills. The straightfor-
ward fighting policies of the conference were
vindicated three days later when the House
rejected the anti-labor provisions of the May
bill by 220 to 150.

CLOSELY RELATED to the fight of the CIO
against fascism at home is, of course, the
struggle against Hitlerism abroad. The reali-
zation that a victory for Hitler would
strengthen monopoly and reaction in the
United States is becoming increasingly wide-
spread in the trade union movement. This
broad problem will no doubt be discussed at
the forthcoming meeting of the CIO executive
board. It is to be hoped that on this issue as
well the CIO will recognize the need for
aggressive leadership by labor. The labor
movement cannot trust the fight against Hit-
lerism to those who would impose it at home.

.by Helen West Heller

“Reforestation”

from American Prints, AAC

Much of the criticism that Lewis and other
CIO leaders have directed against Hillman
has been centered on the fact that Hillman -
has fronted for William Knudsen and the
other dollar-a-year boys in the OPM, that
he has surrendered to monopoly, that he has
not been a real force within the OPM for a
democratic defense program. But at the pres-
ent time particularly, the rejection of Hill-
man’s appeasement of big business is by no
means tantamount to a rejection of the need .
for defeating Hitler. )

A case in point was the action of the CIO
conference in criticizing the creation of Hill-
man’s new Defense Labor Advisory Commit-
tees, which are supposed to give labor a greater
voice in the defense program. An obvious crit-
icism is the fact that the setup of these com-
mittees is patently undemocratic. They will
be handpicked by Hillman rather than by the
unions in the various industries involved. Even
more important is the fact that these com-
mittees are purely advisory. They are to have
no real power. It can be pointed out that these
committees are analogous to the Defense In-
dustry Advisory Committees which will repre-
sent business in dealing with the OPM. The
only trouble is that the industry committees
will confer with Knudsen, Edward R. Stet-
tinius, Jr., William K. Batt, John D. Big-
gers, and other spokesmen for big business.
The cards are obviously stacked in favor of
the business advisory committees and against
labor.

THE CIO CONDEMNED this plan and instead
approved CIO President Murray’s proposal:
for industry councils representing both labor
and business to plan and coordinate defense
production. Regardless of the possible defects
in Murray’s plan it moves in the right direc-.
tion by demanding that labor’s responsibility
and leadership in the fight against Hitlerism
be recognized. The CIO executive board
meeting, which has been postponed because
of Murray’s illness, is expected to give further
consideration to a campaign around this plan.

It will meet when CIO prestige has been
enhanced by a number of important develop-
ments. Most obvious of these are the defeat
of the anti-strike features of the May bill and
the new Ford contract. A slightly humorous
touch is added to this picture of successes by

"Martin Dies’ charge that the CIO was also

responsible for his ignominious defeat in the
senatorial race in Texas. These developments
present the CIO with a real opportunity to
give leadership to the entire nation by work-
ing out a rounded program that includes de-
fense of the rights of the people at home com-
bined with an equally vigorous struggle against
Hitlerism abroad. ,
Apam LarIN.
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A STUDY IN OPPOSITES: The USSR and the FASCIST COUNTRIES

For almost tawo years millions of Americans awere wictimized by one of the greatest propa-
ganda lies in history: the lic that the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany were allies and that
there is an affnity between Communism and fascism. Now for the first time these millions are
beginning to learn that the principles of the Sowiet system and of the fascist dictatorships are
at opposite poles. To illustrate the direct antithesis between the tawo, “New Masses” presents this
series of contrasting features. It is adapted from a statement issued nearly two years ago by
four hundred leading figures in education, the arts and sciences, and published in the Aug. 29,

1939, issue of “New Masses.”

THE FASCIST STATES

War and Enslavement

UTHLESs imperialist war and the en-

slavement of peoples—this is the pri-
mary objective of fascist foreign policy. The
open fascist offensive against international
peace started with the Japanese invasion
of Manchuria in 1931 which, six years
later, developed into outright warfare
against the whole of China. In 1935 came
fascist Italy’s attack on Ethiopia; in 1936
the combined assault of Hitler and Mus-
solini jon Spain; in 1938-39 Nazi Germany’s
seizure, through the tactic of brute black-
mail and brigandage, of Austria, the Su-
detenland, and then the rest of Czecho-
slovakia, not to mention the Italian rape
of Albania. In all these aggressions the
fascist rulers were aided by the collabora-
tion, direct or indirect, of the other im-
perialist governments, particularly those of
Britain and France. In the case of Spain
our own government helped the fascist
bandits with its arms embargo, while in the
Far East it continues to appease Japan with
large shipments of oil and other vital war
materials.

Fascist aggression and appeasement finally
culminated in world catastrophe: the sec-
ond imperialist war which began in Sep-
tember, 1939. That war has seen the con-
quest by Germany of France (where trea-
son by fifth columnists in the government
and the army command was a major factor),
Belgium, Holland, Norway, Denmark, Ru-

mania, Yugoslavia, and Greece, while Bul-
garia, Hungary, Finland, and Italy itself
have become little more than provinces of
the Third Reich. And finally has come the

greatest crime of all: the attack on the
Soviet Union. This creates a direct threat
to the United States such as did mot pre-
viously exist. Meanwhile Japan has con-
tinued to prosecute its invasion of China.
And by the tripartite pact which it signed
with Germany and Italy in the fall of 1940
it entered into a formal military alliance
with the other two partners in plunder.

With the growing impoverishment of
their peoples and the increasing economic
strains at home, the fascist governments
seek increasingly to ease domestic pressures
through outward expansion. They try to
divert the attention of their restive popu-
lations by means of foreign aggrandizement
played up as a noble and glamorous ad-
venture. The fascist leaders frankly give
praise to war as one of the finer things of
life. Mussolini has said: “War is to man
what maternity is to woman. We reject the
absurdity of eternal peace, which is foreign
to our creed and temperament.” His son
Vittorio called war “the most complete and
beautiful of all sports.”

Persecution of Racial
Minorities

THE subordination and persecution of na-

tional and racial minorities is an intrin-
sic part of the fascist program and philos-
ophy. The treatment of the Jews in Nazi
Germany is of course the outstanding ex-
ample. In their anti-Semitic excesses the
Nazis have outdone even the Russian czars.
German Jews today, solely on the grounds
of racial origin, have been denied by law
the most elementary political, economic, and
social rights. They have been degraded,
segregated, exiled, boycotted, and killed.

The Nazis’ racist doctrines, contrary to

(Continued in column 3)

THE SOVIET UNION

Fights for No Imperialist Ends

HE Soviet Union is waging war against

Nazi Germany and its allies because it
has been attacked. It seeks no loot since
the class which is interested in private
profit, in the exploitation of the wealth
of other nations—the capitalist class—has
been eliminated. Imperialism is the mo-
nopoly stage of capitalism. The struggle
for markets, raw materials, and spheres

for capital investment is a law of its life.

A socialist system, based on a totally dif-
ferent principle, production for use, nec-
essarily does not participate in this struggle
and therefore is free from the causes of
modern wars. Thus the peace policy which
the USSR has pursued throughout its exis-
tence has been the product not of weakness
(as the Nazi army is now discovering),
nor of the fact that it had plenty of terri-
tory (the war-mongering czarist empire
had more), but of the economic relations
within the country. These economic rela-
tions also determine the nature of the aims
for which the Soviet Union is now fighting
and give its entire war effort a genuinely
anti-fascist liberating character.

Ever since the establishment ©of the So-
viet government the primary objective of
its foreign policy was the maintenance of
world peace. It signed the Kellogg Peace
Pact, joined the League of Nations, and
proposed plans for disarmament. With the
rise of the aggressive Nazi dictatorship,

the USSR became the foremost champion
of collective security, seeking to unite the
peoples and governments of the capitalist
democracies to save world peace. It fought
in the League of Nations for complete
sanctions against fascist Italy in the Ethi-
opian war and gave material aid to vic-
tims of fascist aggression such as Spain
and China. With the increasing boldness
of the fascists and the inactivity of the
League, the Soviet Union concluded mutual
assistance pacts with France, Czechoslo-
vakia, and the Mongolian People’s Republic.

The British and French appeasement
governments sabotaged collective security,
sold out Spain, Austria, and Czechoslovakia
to Hitler, and at Munich entered into a
partnership with Germany which sought o
direct Nazi expansion eastward at the
expense of the USSR and a number of
small states. Thereupon the Soviet govern-
ment acted to protect itself and signed the
non-aggression pact with Germany in Au-
gust 1939. By this pact the USSR
compelled Hitler to abandon temporarily
his anti-Soviet crusade, and for nearly two
years safeguarded its neutrality in a war
which had been precipitated by fascist ag-
gression and the imperialist intrigues of
the British and French governments. In
those two years it increased its economic
and military might, improved its strategic
frontiers, frustrated the plans to use the
border states as springboards for an anti-
Soviet war, and brought socialism to 23,-
000,000 additional people. When the at-
tack . finally came on June 22, 1941, the
Soviet Union was much better prepared
to meet it, and instead of being left to
face the Nazi legions alone, it has been
offered assistance by Britain and the USA.

Free Brotherhood of Peoples

IN THE first week of its power, the Soviet
government issued a decree proclaiming
equality and free development for all dis-
tinct national and racial groups within the
confines of Soviet Russia. This has been the
Soviet policy ever since. Equal rights for
the different nationalities and races of the
USSR were recently reasserted as “an irrev-
ocable law” in the new Soviet constitution.

The constitution states: “Any direct or
indirect limitation of these rights, or con-

(Continued in column 4)

THE FASCIST STATES

scientific truth and moral principle, go far
beyond legitimate pride in the historical
achievements of the German people. They
glorify the pure “Aryan” Germans as the
chosen of the earth, superior to all other
peoples and therefore rightfully entitled to
rule the globe.

Thus, the concept of the brotherhood of
man and the equality of nations has no
place in the Nazi philosophy. It is not
just Jews who are held in contempt. The
subject Czechs, Slovaks, Poles, Belgians,
Dutch, Yugoslavs, and other peoples con-
quered by the Nazis are subjected to bar-
barous persecution. At the 1936 Olympic
Games in Berlin Nazi officials accused
America of bad sportsmanship for entering
“fleetfooted animals,” that is, Negroes, in
the races. Hitler and his followers look
down upon both the English and French
as degenerate peoples. And in the long
run even the Italians and Japanese will
receive the same sort of consideration.

As a domestic policy the official incul-
cation and carrying through of racial
chauvinism in the fascist states aim to
deflect into a blind alley the growing un-
rest of the peoples over their eoonomic
difficulties. At the same time the stirring
up of racial animosities abroad weakens
unity against fascist aggression and sows
the fatal seeds of fascist regimes in other
lands.

A Monopolist Economy
Run for Profit

Tmmz has been no basic change in prop-
erty relations in the fascist countries.
The means of production and distribution
are still in the hands of individual capi-
talists, whether in industry, agriculture,

banking, or any other section of the econ-
omy, The decisive economic power in the
nation is wielded by a small group of re-
actionary capitalists, in particular the arma-
ment monopolists. Economic enterprise is
undeniably run for profits and super-profits
at the expense of the well-being of the

~ people as a whole. (For data on the status

of big business in Germany see “Germany’s
Real Rulers” by G. S. Jackson in NEw
Masses of Feb. 11, 1941.)

Though state controls are more exten-
sive in the fascist nations than in other
capitalist lands, these controls are exercised
on behalf of the armament and heavy in-
dustry capitalists and large landholders.
Such controls have in no sense wovercome,
but on the contrary have intensified, the
fundamental economic contradictions in-
herent in the fascist system.

Totalitarian Planning

for War

WHATEVER degree of planning exists
within the fascist countries is planning
for the express purpose of arming the na-
tion and preparing for aggression. In ef-
fect, this means planfiing for poverty, since
the workers are expected and required to
subordinate their whole existence to the
needs of the state for enhanced military
resources. Living standards and real wages
in Germany, Italy, and Japan have steadily
declined. Because of this, and the program
of longer hours and industrial speedup, the
health of the populations under fascism in-
creasingly deteriorates.

The foreign trade of the fascist dictator-
ships is of course geared entirely to their
tremendous armaments programs. General
Goering’s famous “Cannon instead of but-
ter” has become a universal fascist slogan.
Since the outbreak of the war there has
been a further reduction of the quantity
and quality of the food available for the
people, while in the conquered countries
millions are faced with starvation.

The intense industrial activity and com-
parative lack of unemployment in the fas-
cist nations are primarily a result of the
huge armaments production and do not
indicate any solution of basic economic
problems,

THE SOVIET UNION

versely, any establishment of direct or in-
direct privileges for citizens on account of
their race or nationality, as well as any
propagation of racial or national exclusive-
ness or hatred and contempt, shall be pun-
ishable by law.” The Supreme Congress of
the country has a Soviet of Nationalities
equal in all respects to the other legislative
chamber.

The many different minority groups, their
economic antagonisms ended because of the
security and well-being guaranteed by so-
cialism, now live in happiness and harmony,
each with its own language, its own schools,
and its own institutions in general. The
result has been a veritable renaissance of
minority arts and cultures in Russia along
the lines of the general principle “national
in form and socialist in content.”

The Soviet attitude toward the Jews is
particularly striking in the light of the
long history of discriminations, indignities,
and pogroms to which they were subjected
in czarist times. Today anti-Semitism is
not only officially a crime, but is in practice
unknown. Everywhere in the Soviet Union
Jews live on terms of security and equality
with their fellow citizens, occupying promi-
nent posts in governmental, economic and
cultural institutions. And the Soviet govern-
ment has established the special Autonomous
Region of Biro-Bidjan, where all Jews
who so wish may make their home and
develop peacefully their own economy and
culture.

Socialization of Production

and Distribution

WHILB there still exists an infinitesimal
percentage of private enterprise, the
land, the natural resources, the industries,
and the means of distribution in the Soviet

Union are collectively owned and adminis-
tered. The successful collectivization of
agriculture, that is, the merging of some
25,000,000 peasant holdings into about 250,-
000 big mechanized, cooperative farms,
meant a far-reaching agrarian revolution in
Russia second in importance only to the
social and political revolution of 1917. It
is the socialization of production and dis-
tribution that has made possible the remark-
able Soviet economic advances and con-
stitutes the foundation of its military power.

The economic facilities of the Soviet re-
public are operated for use and not for
profit. The basic principle is that there
should be no exploitation of the labor of
others. The chief goal of the economic sys-
tem is the provision to every individual
of more and more consumers’ goods, that
is, personal property like clothes, houses,
furniture, and automobiles.

Socialist Planning for
Abundance

EMOCRATICALLY  administered  socialist
planning in Soviet Russia has for its
goal the achievement of a life of security
and abundance for all of the people. Since
the start of the Five Year Plans in 1928,
the standard of living has risen rapidly.
During the Second Five Year Plan, 1933-
38, consumers’ goods and producers’ wages
more than doubled.

Industrial pfoduction in the first three
years of the Third Five Year Plan in-
creased forty-four percent. In this period
the output of consumers’ goods rose 33
percent. If 1929, the last pre-crisis year
of capitalism, is taken as 100, Soviet
production had in 1940 reached 534,
compared to 111 in the United States. At
the same time the material well-being of
the workers has steadily impmoved. In the
first three years of the Third Five Year
Plan payrolls ¥ncreased 50 percent.

Through its controls over production,
money, wages, and prices Soviet planning
is able to keep pmoduction and consumption
in harmony by assuring that the people al-
ways have the purchasing power to buy
back the goods produced. Depression and
unemployment have been permanently abol-
ished, with the constitution guaranteeing a
job and material security to everyone.



The Destruction of

Trade Unions

ONE of the first steps which a fascist
regime takes is to destroy the trade
unions, root and branch. The individual
employer under fascism wishes to be able
to exploit the workers according to his
own free, profit-motivated will; the state,
representing the dominant business groups
as a whole, wishes to go ahead with its
armament and aggression programs unham-
pered by any sort of opposition from the
working class. The ten and twelve-hour day
is now a normal phenomenon in Germany.

In place of the old trade unions, most
of whose leaders are dead or in concen-
tration camps, Hitler, Mussolini, and
Franco have set up fake workers’ organi-
zations with control from the top down
and with democratic procedures as com-
pletely absent as in the nation at large.

The fascist dictatorships, furthermore,
have destroyed not only the trade unions,
but all types of organizations of the people
which offered any possibility of united re-
sistance to totalitarian rule.

The Degradation of Woman

N THE fascist nations there has been a

decided intensification of the traditional
view of the ruling-class male that women
are inferior beings and fit only for the
well-known trinity of ‘“Kuche, Kirche,
Kinder” (Kitchen, Church, Children).
Family life centers around the needs and
desires of the male partner. The breeding
iof children augments the fighting man-
power of the warmaking state. The ruling
dictators, while crying out one day that
their people are being suffocated from lack
of space, urge on the next the bearing of
more and more children.

At the same time women are dismissed
or barred from all important governmental
posts and are automatically paid lower
wages than men in the more humble posi-
tions open to them.

Women are literally regarded as cattle,
used for breeding purposes or slave labor
as the Nazis require. The decree making
it compulsory for all women wishing to
enter employment to put in a year of labor

service on farms or in households was later
extended to all unmarried women under
twenty-five.

The Debasement of Culture

THE retrogression of culture in the book-
burning, art-killing, genius-banishing
fascist states is a truism of these times.
The crisis in economic and political affairs
is naturally reflected in the cultural realm.
As more and more of the economic re-
sources and human energies go into the
preparation for and waging of war, less and
less is available for cultural activities.

From 116,154 university students in Ger-
many in 1932-33, there has been a decline
to 67,082 in 1936-37, and to 53,753 in
1937-38, representing a loss of 42.2 percent
of the student body for 1936-37 and of
53.7 percent for 1937-38. The 1936-37 fig-
ures show that in certain fields of science
the loss has been even greater than the
average: e.g., 47.1 percent in engineering
and 64.4 percent in mathematics and the
natural sciences taken as a whole. This de-
cline has continued.

In Nazi Germany there is hardly one
outstanding world figure in art or liter-
ature who has not fled the country, been
exiled or thrown into prison.

It goes without saying that there is no
place in Hitler's Reich for the numerous
German artists and writers of note who
are of Jewish origin. And the fascist “civi-

lizers” ban even the works of Jews long

dead, such as the symphonies of Men-
delssohn and the poems of Heine.

Under fascism .the whole of education,
from the tenderest years to the more ma-
ture, from physical training to reading in
the classics, is turned into the glorification
of military conquest, the attuning of mind
and body to the ferocities of war.

Since fascism is anti-democratic in its
very essence, there is no room where it
rules for such a thing as cultural democ-
racy. The masses of the people are looked
down upon with contempt as innately in-
ferior and incapable of developing the
capacity to appreciate intellectual and
artistic pursuits.

The Expansion of Trade
Unions

OUT of a working population of 28,000,-
000 eligible for membership, almost
24,000,000 Soviet workers belong to one of
the 166 unions. Membership is voluntary.
The Soviet trade unions carry on regular
collective bargaining with the managements
over wages, hours, and conditions. La-
bor protection is more highly developed in
the USSR than anywhere else in the world.
A seven-hour day is the rule in industry,
with a six-hour day for some forms of
heavier labor. In 1940, because of the im-
minence of war, the work day was length-
ened by one hour and the five-day week

was supplanted by the six-day week.

The Soviet trade unions are free to put
much of their energy into educational and
administrative work. They have full re-
sponsibility - for insurance benefits which
substantially supplement wage income in
the USSR. And they are active in various
community enterprises such as the mainte-
nance of factory restaurants and recreation
centers.

The Emancipation of Woman

T wAs Lenin who said that no nation can
l be free until a whole half of its popula-
tion, “the working woman, enjoys equal
rights with men and until she is no longer
kept a slave by her household and family.”
This idea has become a basic principle
in the Soviet Union and has been written
into the constitution as fiollows: “Women
in the USSR are accorded equal rights
with men in all spheres of economic, state,
cultural, social, and political life.” The
realization of these rights of women is
ensured by affording women equally with
men the right to work, payment for work,
rest, social insurance, and education; and
by state protection of the interests of mother
and child, pregnancy leave with pay, and
the provision of a wide network of mater-
nity homes, nurseries, and kindergartens.

It is significant that 38 percent of the
students in Soviet higher educational “insti-
tutions are of the female sex. As of 1938,
16 percent of the deputies in the All-Union
Congress of Soviets were women, compared

with 2 percent in the British House of Com-
mons and 1 percent in the Congress of the
United States.
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Unprecedented Advance
of Culture

CULTURAL expansion and development in
the USSR have gone hand in hand
with material progress. The ultimate goal
in the USSR is to build, upon the founda-
tions of economic security and equilibrium,
a culture of socialist humanism unequaled
in both qualitative achievement and the
proportion of the people participating.

Art and literature, drama and music
have in truth become the possession of
all the people of the Soviet Union. During
the first two Five Year Plans illiteracy de-
creased to less than 5 percent of the popu-
lation as compared with the 70 percent
figure of 1913. The number of children in
primary and secondary schdols increased
from eight million to almost thirty million
and the total students in a greatly expanded
system of higher educational institutions
grew five times over. As of 1938 there were
550,000 such students in the Soviet Union,
compared with a total of 416,000 in the
comparable institutions of Britain, France,
Germany, Italy, and Japan put together.

The Third Five Year Plan has seen a
further advance in the cultural develop-
ment of the Soviet peoples. Government
appropriations for social and cultural pur-
poses rose from 35,200,000,000 rubles in
1938 to 41,700,000,000 rubles in 1940, or
18.5 percent. The 1941 budget provides for a
further 14.6 increase in funds for social
and cultural measures. In 1941-42 the num-
ber of pupils in elementary schools will
reach 36,200,000, while the number of uni-
versity students will be 657,000, a thirteen
percent rise over the previous year.

The cultural awakening has extended to
tens 'of millions of formerly ignorant and
illiterate peasants as well as to the once
backward minority groups. The masses of
the Soviet people have become voracious
readers, with newspapers, magazines, pam-
phlets, and books being printed and cir-
culated in billions of copies.

Science Perverted for War
and Mysticism

ERMAN science, once unrivaled in the

entire world, has become the humble
handmaiden to the gods of war and racist
propaganda. In the important field of in-
dustrial technique and invention, fascist
science in all the totalitarian countries is
primarily concerned with speeding up and
making more efficient the machine of ag-
gression. In Nazi Germany, especially, one
of the chief aims of scientific activity is to
discover ways and means of making ever
more numerous Ersatz goods, that is, sub-
stitute products for the genuine article
which can no longer be manufactured be-
cause the necessary materials have been
commandeered for military purposes.

The sciences of biology, psychology, and
sociology must all prove the mystic Nazi
doctrine of pure and impure races, of the
superiority of “Aryans,” of the all-decisive
influence of heredity and the unimportance
of environment. The result is a pseudo-sci-
entific mumbo-jumbo on a level with the
eerie superstitions of the most primitive
tribe.

The fascists in general retain the ener-
vating, compensatory myths of supernatu-
ralism. Those of them who turn against
Christian theory substitute for it ancient
tribal superstitions like Wotan-worship.

Democracy Considered
"A Putrid Corpse”

USSOLINI'S statement that democracy is

“a putrid corpse” expresses accurately
the fascist attitude toward the democratic
way of life. The fascists intend that their
dictatorship shall go on forever. Hitler talks
of the Nazi form of government lasting at
least a thousand years. In fascist theory
there is no thought of, or provision for, an
ultimate transition to democracy.

As the totalitarian states mature and their
political forms crystallize, they become in-
creasingly undemocratic and anti-demo-
cratic in nature, stamping out more and
more completely all elements and organi-
zations which might serve as a rallying
point for democratic expression and action.
This is why the Nazis have been constantly

violating religious freedom and bearing
down hard on both Protestants and Cath-
olics. In addition, as the economic strains
and stresses multiply in the fascist coun-
tries and their populations grow more res-
tive, the methods of terror and tyranny
must be redoubled in order to maintain
the regime.

The fascists are so bent on stamping out
the idea of democracy that they consider
the existence of even partially democratic
governments in other lands an intolerable
menace and only slightly less deplorable
than Bolshevism itself. Hence the fascists
wish to bring about the downfall of the
capitalist democracies, not only in order to
redivide their territories, but also to sup-
press all traces of the democratic ideal in
the world.

It is significant that Nazi Germany not
only has no constitution, but tore up the ad-
vanced and progressive Weimar Constitution
of the post-war republic. Said Hitler to
the Reich commissioners on July 6, 1933:
“. .. We must now get rid of the last re-
mains of democracy, especially the methods
of voting and the decisions by the majority,
such as still often occur in the communes,
in economic organizations, and in working
committees. . . .”

Civilization Moves
Steadily Backward

N EVERY country where they have come

to power the fascists have set back the
clock of history and plunged their peoples
into a new Dark Age. Fascism decrees the
end of almost everything that civilized
men hold dear. It means unceasing vio-
lence, in both domestic and foreign affairs.
It means war and imperialism and the roar
of bombers overhead. It means the erection
of racial and national prejudice into a
major principle of government. It means
the death of democracy and labor’s rights,
of civil liberties and academic freedom. It
means the burning of the books and the
degradation of culture. It means a decline
in living standards and the permanence of
economic crisis. Civilization goose-steps
steadily backward.

Science in the Service
of the People

HE most basic educational aim of all in

the Soviet Union is to teach the people
the methods and conclusions of modern ex- -
perimental science.

In every sphere of activity and in every
part of the country scientific truths and
procedures are replacing oldtime supersti-
tions and outworn social-economic theory.
The number of professional scientists has
gone up from three thousand to forty thou-
sand since czarist days.

The system of socialist planning turns
the whole nation into one huge laboratory .
in which scientific experiments of unparal-
leled scope can be carried on. Soviet science
is geared to the service of the people and
does not have a prior obligation to the
cause of profit, war, or anything else. At
the same time Soviet scientists are thor-
oughly awake to the need of “pure” research
more or less remote from immediate utili-
tarian pressures. Outstanding achievements
of Soviet science are the magnificent, coun-
try-wide system of public health, the ex-
ploration of the Arctic regions, and the
non-stop flights to America.

The philosophical counterpart of Soviet
science is the Marxist philosophy of dialec-
tical materialism, which offers the indi-
vidual an inclusive and integrated way of

life.

Evolution Toward Fullest

Democracy

THE proletarian dictatorship has from
the beginning been a dicfatorship only
against the minority of exploiters and ene-
mies of the people. For the overwhelming
majority it has been a broader and richer
democracy than has ever been known be-
fore. It is the people who are the rulers
of the USSR, and the whole preoccupation
of the state is with the welfare of the
people. As Premier Joseph Stalin said sev-
eral years ago: “Leaders come and go, but
the people remain. Only the people are
immortal. Everything else is transient.”
Soviet democracy was further extended
by the adoption in December 1936 of the
new constitution after a nationwide discus-

sion in which millions participated. Since
the Soviet idea has been friom the start that
true democracy demands certain economic
and cultural foundations, this constitution
reflects the immense progress that has been
made. Its new “rights of man,” cited in
the introductory statement, make clear that
the socialist concept of democracy covers
the significant categories of economic, cul-
tural, sex, and racial democracy. In addi-
tion, the constitution gives the franchise to
all persons of both sexes eighteen years of
age or more and guarantees by law free-
dom of religious worship, of speech, of
press, of assembly, and demonstrations.
The Soviet Union has introduced many
new democratic forms which implement the
law. Through shop meetings and wall news-
papers, the Soviet citizen exercises his
democratic rights at the place where he
works, through tenants’ meetings at the
place where he lives. Through production
and planning conferences he takes part in
the democratic control of expanding pro-
duction and improving quality. Members
of the collective farms plan their own ac-
tivities and choose the farm management.
The Soviet people subject every aspect of
their country’s life to constant criticism and
self-criticism at meetings and in communi-
cations to the newspapers and magazines.

Civilization Moves

Steadily Ahead

MERGING from a backward, semi-feudal

economy in which 85 percent of the
population were primitive-minded peasants,
from a czarist dictatorship outstanding in
reaction, inefficiency, and corruption, and
from eight devastating years of the Great
War, civil war, intervention, and famine
all qombined, the Soviet people have built,
in a little mores than two decades, a new
and promising civilization based on so-
cialist foundations in economics and culture.

This socialist society is certainly no
Utopia, and it has a long distance to go
in many respects. But its main problems
are those of growth and not decay. And
unquestionably in the ways that we call
civilized the Soviet Union continues to
forge steadily ahead.
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He Must Be Freed .

" oop soldiers make good allies.” So

New Masses said last week. Today
Earl Browder sits unjustly imprisoned in At-
lanta penitentiary. The champion of labor
and the people, who first warned America
against deadly fascism and its handmaidens
of appeasement, who fought hardest to strike
down the enemy before Hitler’s war for
conquest could engulf the world, is locked
away at this crucial time. Now, more than
ever, the people have need of him. And the
people can free him. At the convention of the
National Maritime Union delegates spoke up
for Browder’s freedom and a resolution was
unanimously passed calling for immediate re-
view of ““all cases of imprisonment in which
technical violations have been used as a pretext
to do away with the rights and civil liberties
of our citizens.” At every meeting, in every
union, club, and gathering where men and
women pledge their unity against Hitlerism,
the cry must be raised, “Free Earl Browder.”

Syrian Armistice

HE weird vest-pocket war in Syria of

British and Free French troops against the
Vichy forces has come to'an end with the capitu-
lation of the Vichy high commissioner and
military commander, Gen. Henri Dentz. It
took the British five weeks to subdue the
inferior forces facing them—hardly an im-
pressive showing. Political considerations, the
desire not to exacerbate relations with Vichy,
are believed to have strongly affected the
conduct of the war. As we go to press, the
armistice terms have not yet been made pub-
lic, but they can hardly be much different
from those which Vichy rejected only a day
before an agreement was finally reached. One
of the Vichy objections was to negotiating
with representatives of General de Gaulle,
leader of the Free French movement. In the
actual negotiations, however, de Gaullists
participated. In vetoing the original armistice
terms Vichy was obviously acting either di-
rectly under Nazi pressure, or was indulging
in a face-saving gesture to placate Germany.

Though the camphign in Syria had be-
come only a minor eddy in the great tidal
struggle against Hitlerism, the successful ter-
mination of the conflict is of real importance
in strengthening the whole British position
in the Near East and Africa. With the
British controlling Iraq, and Afghanistan
bound by close ties to the Soviet Union,
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the only uncertain quantity in the arch that
stretches from the eastern Mediterranean to
India is Iran, where Axis agents have been
active. Iran, however, also has cordial rela-
tions with the USSR, and it does not seem
likely, in view of the British victory in Syria,
that the Iranian government would be dis-
posed to play the Axis game. The Syrian
victory likewise tends to lessen the threat to
the Suez Canal and partly compensates for
the Nazi conquest of Crete. It may also have
an important effect on Turkey since it gives
the British a common border with that coun-
try and thus helps counteract Nazi pressure.

What about the Syrian people? Their
struggle for independence has been not the
least of the Vichy government’s headaches.
When the British and Free French launched
their undeclafed war against the Vichy forces,
General Catroux, de Gaullist leader, is-
sued a statement promising independence.
The British supported this statement. The
armistice terms

ated this pledge. The question remains
whether this promise is going to be kept in
letter—by the creation of a puppet regime—
or in spirit as well.

Spain Will Rise Again
D ESPITE Serrano Suner’s Gestapo-domi-
nated police, millions of Spaniards from
La Linea to Port Bou will be marking this
week the fifth anniversary of their great war
to preserve the republic against the fascists.
Elsewhere, the world over, progressive men
are remembering the historic lessons Spain
taught: that fascism is not invincible on the
field of battle, that its greatest weapon is
treachery, its greatest army the fifth column,
and that its slogan “War on Communism” is
the most dangerous, anti-democratic concept
in the world today. The justice of the republi-
can cause has been underscored in blood upon
the pages of history: the warnings of the
friends of Spain have been tragically proved
right: that Spain was fighting a war for all
mankind, and that if she lost, the flames of
war would lick their way across the Pyrenees
to all corners of the earth. And that slogan,
born out of the struggle of the magnificent
Spanish people, “It is better to die fighting
on your feet, than to live on your knees,”
has been adopted by all free peoples. The
President of the United States used it himself
in a public address recently.

For that reason our State Department’s
policy toward Franco is mystifying to all anti-
fascists. It reeks of the very appeasement
policy that undermined the Spanish republic.
According to a report from Washington July
11 the Treasury Department provided a gen-

originally presented by -
the British to the Vichy commander reiter- -

.

eral license lifting the freezing controls on
Spanish assets in the United States upon
“promises” by Franco's agents here that they
would “not attempt to circumvent the pur-
poses of the original freezing order.” How
can any responsible governmental agency ac-
cept the promises of the Franco regime? How
can it rely upon the pledge of the Madrid
government which today, more than ever, is
the Iberian agency of the Wilhelmstrasse?
In this respect British, as well as American
policy in Spain, is tragically, dangerously, at
fault. That ingrained appeaser, Sir Samuel
Hoare, Britain’s ambassador to Madrid, has
committed his government to various aids to
Franco, and that despite the fact that re-
liable American correspondents estimate 100,-
000 Germans are in Spain; that the Marquess
de Aguilar has stated publicly in Washington
that no less than twelve German divisions
are bivouaced in the Spanish countryside; that
the roads and parts of the railways leading
toward Gibraltar have been repaired with
Nazi money; and that the modern batteries
of El Hacha on the other side of the Strait
are gleaming and ready—all under German
supervision and control. After all was it no’

Admiral Rader, commander-in-chief of the—

Nazi Navy, who said that the power which
mastered the Vigo-Canaries-Azores triangle
would have the greatest chance of winning
the war? And does that coastal line not be-
come more than ever important with Britain’s
hopes to establish an effective second front?

Today, on the anniversary of Spain’s tre-
mendous trials, mastery of the lessons of Spain
becomes imperative. It behooves all men of
good will to remember Stalin’s greetings to
the Spanish republic: that its cause is the
cause of all progressive mankind. That stands
as true today as it did a half decade ago.
Understanding that fact will ensure the
sovereignty of all lands still uncontrolled by
Nazism; it will hasten the day, too, when the
Spanish people will retrieve their good earth
from the abysmal fascist beast.

Frontlines in the Rear

HG UERRILLA units, mounted and foot,
must be formed, diversionist groups
must be organized to combat enemy troops,
to foment guerrilla warfare everywhere. . . .
In occupied regions conditions must be made
unbearable for the enemy and all his accom-
plices. They must be hounded and annihilated
at every step and all their measures frus-
trated.”

So Premier Stalin told the Russian people
in his radio address, urging them to action in
all Soviet territory where the Nazi military
has gained power. Already, even from coun-
tries where Nazi censorship blacks out most
news, reports of the people’s struggle behind
the lines against fascism find their way to the
outside world.

The New York Times -correspondent
Eugen Kovacs tells of the explosion of a
munitions dump in Hungary and of a fire in
a petroleum refinery. A secret radio broadcasts
in  Rumania. ‘“Anti-Russia sentiment in
Hungary is almost non-existent. . . .” Kovacs
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writes: “The ‘crusade’ against communism is
unpopular in Hungary and it can be taken for
granted that sabotage in that country will be-
come more intense. The war is equally un-
popular in Rumania.”

In Holland riots broke out against food
shortages. The Nazis were forced to use troops
to quell the populace. The Italian journalist
Curzio Malaparte describes peasant revolts in
Rumania near Jassy, where for three days
the people waged an armed revolt against the
German and Rumanian troops who were con-
fiscating foodstuffs. Ten miles away, the Red
Army engaged the panzerdivisionen; but the
fascist initial offensive was slowed and dis-
rupted by the rage of the people behind the

"lines.

In Germany Catholic bishops at Fulda pro-
tested for the first time since the war began
the Nazi policy of suppressing religious free-
dom. In a pastoral letter, the bishops warned
that the “existence or non-existence of Chris-
tianity”” was at stake in Germany. Polish
partisans sniped at German supply trains and
swooped down on isolated Nazi units in sur-
prise attacks. In Belgium riots occurred. The
Skoda plant in Czechoslovakia was partially
wrecked by unknown persons. In Norway a
fish factory suddenly went up in smoke, and
the number of sentences imposed on Nor-
wegians for offenses against the Nazi army
mount daily.

Behind the long front in Western Ukraine,
in Latvia, wherever the German armies move,
they are harassed by attacks which seriously
interfere with their transportation system
to the front, hinder offensives, and ruin
morale. Soldiers of the Reich army seek
any excuse to avoid night duty. Every rise in
ground, every ditch, every stone might conceal
a sniper, a raiding party which at any moment
would open fire. A captured Nazi fuel-car
driver told of “incredible difficulties” experi-

enced by German supply trains and reserves

going toward the front line. “Each hillock,
each roadside bush, serves as good cover for
the partisans,” he said. “The [Nazi] Army
command was compelled to assign a consider-
able number of tanks for protection of the
columns carrying fuel. In spite of these mea-
sures, not a few soldiers and truck drivers
found their graves on the way to the front.
The partisans let the tanks pass and open fire
on the trucks, kill the drivers, and set fire to
the fuel. ... In a frenzy the tank commanders
open fire on forest and thicket.” )

The people’s war is being waged in Europe.
Behind the lines, wherever the Nazis swagger,
the hatred and rage of the people hound the
enemy and frustrate his plans.

Lozovsky

HESE are days when millions of Ameri-

cans are un-learning what they’ve been
taught about the Soviet people. In a military
way history is finally interring the thousands
of vain lies about Soviet weakness and lack
of preparedness, the slanders about Soviet
morale and the doubts about the devotion
of the people. But un-learning is only half
the process.” Millions of Americans are also
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learning the truth for the first time, learning
the names and careers of Soviet military lead-
ers, glimpsing the development of the Soviet
individual, his courage and loyalty under
hardships, divining for the first time the great
saga of planning and building which equipped
the socialist world to repulse the invader.

One man we have especially enjoyed meet-
ing—and it is as though we had all met him
personally—is S. A. Lozovsky, the vice com-
missar for foreign affairs and assistant chief
of the Soviet Information Bureau. He turns
out to be a man of wit as well as wisdom,
of pointed sarcasm and penetrating passion,
instantly establishing a bond between his
people and the rest of the world. He gives
you a sense of those warm, strong human
beings who comprise that remarkable gener-
ation which overthrew the czar and led their
people to a new and higher level of human
life. They are men who are in deadly earnest,
yet men who can also laugh.

~When informed about Vichy’s decision to
break relations with the USSR on the grounds
that the Soviet embassy was undermining the
French social order, Lozovsky replied that he
did not know there was much of a ‘‘social
order” left in unhappy France. He shuddered
at the news that “mighty Albania” had also
declared war against the USSR ; and referring
to the Nazi ‘“news” releases, Lozovsky re-
marked that they bore as much relation to
the truth as did Goebbels to Apollo. Con-
cerning the Nazi dreams of conquest Lozovsky
said: “Hitler will leave the Soviet Union
faster than he entered, and unlike Napoleon,
he will see the Kremlin only on' picture post-
cards.”

Men who are capable of humor in
the midst of a life and death struggle are
memorable men. They give us insight into
the new humanism, the genuine depth and
substance of Soviet civilization.

L'Affaire des Shorts

LIEUT. GEeN. BeNn LEear, Commander of
the Second Army, possesses a title con-
siderably more dignified than the man. Of
real dignity the general has almost nothing
left—he has been revealed publicly as a per-
son who combines pomposity and vindictive-
ness with the temperament of Donald Duck.
We refer, of course, to affaire des shorts.
Lieutenant General Lear couldn’t take it
when soldiers of the 110th Motor Trans-
port, passing a Memphis golf course, yoo-
hooed at some girls in shorts and, worse,
kidded the general himself, whom they failed
to recognize in his civilian golf clothes. The
Second Army Commander went into a rage.
Without even bothering to separate the inno-
cent and guilty, he punished 325 soldiers
by making them march fifteen miles and
ride another 135 in 95-degree heat, from
Memphis to Camp Robinson, Ark. One sol-
dier was prostrated and others collapsed.
Those who managed to keep going sang an
original version of Parlez Vous, describing
their predicament to the people they passed.

A number of things have already been
said to Lieutenant General Lear, in immedi-

ate public protest. It has been pointed out
that Prussian military discipline has no place
in a democratic army. The serious thing
to be recognized and acted upon is that this
affair is probably not an isolated incident.
It indicates the need for democratizing the
army, freeing it not only of autocracy but
of all racial discrimination, making it a
people’s army that represents as well as fights
for the people. Both the American Youth
Congress and National Maritime Union, at
their recent conventions, urged higher pay
for rank and file soldiers, more attention to
their welfare, greater democracy in the com-
mand. Here is a program that will attract
the support of both soldiers and civilians.

“"We Didn't Just Talk'

AT 1Ts convention in Cleveland the Na-
tional Maritime Union showed that it
had learned the CIO lesson well. In a short
six years the NMU has cleared away the
chaos that existed in the days of corrupt
unions financed by the shipowners. It has
"won contracts for the overwhelming major-
ity of seamen on the East Coast, the Gulf,
and the Great Lakes. It has gained for them
better working conditions and higher wages,
and greater safety for passengers and crew
alike. .

Now the NMU prepares to take a
mighty step forward. The convention set up
a fifty-eight-man national unity committee to
bring the Pacific Coast maritime unions into
a single joint organization that will unite all
ship workers. Already representatives of the
West Coast cooks and stewards, of the ma-
rine firemen and oilers, of the San Francisco
Industrial Council have accepted the proposal.
There remains only the working out of de-
tails to complete the merger.

The success of the NMU and all that its
growth and strength imply for the labor
movement as a whole must be credited to
the militant policies followed by President
Joseph Curran and other leaders of the union.
For no union has faced issues more squarely,
more directly, and no union administration
can boast a more solid support among its
membership. The NMU has been a con-
sistent foe of all fascist tendencies. It has
refused to retreat before the Red scare, but
instead has challenged the Red-baiters, from
Martin Dies and the shipowners, to company
spies. The slanderers came to Cleveland to

- confuse and to split—*“The idea,” one of their

spokesmen admitted, “was to get them [the
Red-baiting resolutions] publicized in the
newspapers.” Their plot was exposed and
unanimously condemned. Repudiated, those
who had come to destroy had no alternative
but to “‘resign”—before they were expelled.

At every step the convention delegates dealt
firmly with the issues of the day. They urged
all aid to the Soviet Union and Great Britain.
Their guest speaker, Harry Bridges, pointed
out, “For us there has been no change, as I
see it. We don’t backtrack to anyone in the
matter of fighting fascism. We were the
pioneers in this fight and did something—we
didn’t just talk....”
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YOU CAN'T KEEP A GOOD MAN DOWN

In his autobiography W. C. Handy recreates the background of his famous blues. Up and down Beale
Street. . . . A new translation of Engels’ "'Origin of the Family.” '

FATHER OF THE BLUEs: An Autobiography of W. C.
Handy, edited by Arna Bontemps. Macmillan. $3.

rather unaccountable figure in most books
on Negro music. Wilder Hobson, Hughes
Panassie, and the editors of Jazzmen brush past
him as. though he did not belong to the sub-
ject of jazz. These writers stress the im-
“provisatory aspects of jazz and consider the
instrumentalists all-important—to the exclu-
sion of the composer and publisher. Most
writing on jazz has been of a romantic nature,
all the way from Panassie’s passionate strophes
to the best and most factual chapters in Jazz-
men, like William Russell’s essay on Boogie
Woogie. A misunderstanding  of jazz arises
from this lopsided approach; Duke Ellington
is never fully explained because he is not con-
sidered as a composer; and W. C. Handy,
because he is not an outstanding soloist, seems
also to be consigned to the inexplicable.
Handy's autobiography may well be the
signal for a new study of jazz; one that con-
siders jazz as a social phenomenon, related
most directly to the aspirations of the Ameri-
can Negro, and to be understood more fully
in terms of his struggle for self-determination.

Father of the Blues is full of the social
milieu in which Handy as a Negro struggled
for his place. In his minstrel show days in the
nineties the South was being tortured by the
final triumph of the Bourbons over the legally
freed Negro. This period saw the establish-
ment of lynching as an institution. Handy had
several close scrapes with the lynchers himself.

In the North the style of discrimination was
different; when Pace & Handy opened their
New York publishing house in 1918 with a
resounding hit, 4 Good Man Is Hard to Find,
Handy learned how difficult it was for the
Negro to come before the public on his merits.
There was quite a battle even to get Negro
singers recorded. But you couldn’t keep the
new music down and soon everyone knew

about Memphis Blues and St. Louis Blues.

Handy’s book shakes another myth of pre-
vailing jazz criticism—the notion that the
blues and hot jazz are the product of un-
trained musicians who have improvised notable
tunes or have played them direct from the
folk sources. While it is true that this is one
characteristic of American jazz, it is not the
whole story. Handy himself had competent
musical training, and before he began to popu-
larize the blues he taught music at the Agri-
cultural & Mechanical College in Alabama.
He once conducted a classical concert at
A & M in 1900 and smuggled in a new tune
called My Ragtime Baby by announcing it as

THE venerable William C. Handy is a
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Greetings to Toussaint L’ Quverture. Handy’s
own compositions come directly from folk
sources. Yellow Dog Blues (1914) comes
from a line Handy heard sung by an itinerant
guitar player, “Gone where the Southern
cross’ the dog” . . . or at the junction of the
Southern RR. and the Yazoo Delta RR.,
called the Yellow Dog. These same lines
existed widely in the unwritten musical lore
of the South, but Handy was the first to give
them an arrangement and publication. This
is true of many of his famous compositions;
St. Louis Blues, Memphis Blues, Beale Street
Blues, and Hesitating Blues, which have never
gone out of fashion with “righteous” musicians
and listeners. Handy’s rambling and informal
autobiography suggests that the real study of
how jazz grew has hardly been touched.

I have often wondered why nobody has
explained why the first expression of jazz came
in New Orleans and nowhere else—until the
New Orleans musicians took it elsewhere.

" Why New Orleans instead of Charleston or

Memphis? This incontrovertible fact that
New Orleans gave birth to jazz has been
taken for granted. I have a suspicion that
much could be learned from a study of New
Orleans society, which lived under the ves-
tiges of French law instead of the planter law
of the rural South. In the comparatively lib-
eral atmosphere of the Crescent City the
Negro emerged very early as an urban citizen
with certain rights that were unknown else-
where. It was possible to get musical in-
struments which the plantation and sharecrop-
ping Negro could not dream of. Many New
Orleans Negro musicians got sound classical
training; indeed, if I may be permitted the
heresy, there is a lot of John Philip Sousa
and contemporary band music in the marching
jazz of New Orleans.

‘The great exodus of the New Orleans jazz
artists to the North from 1916-21 has been
feebly explained as a consequence of the clos-
ing of the Storyville redlight district in 1917.
Yet Louis Armstrong, the greatest New Or-
leans product, didn’t go north until 1922, I
think a much better clue to the hegira is the
fact that the jazz musician went north along
with a couple million of his brothers, into the
booming new industries of Detroit, Chicago,
and Pittsburgh, in the war and postwar period.
The musicians went to the Northern cities
which had an audience ready for them—the
burgeoning South Side Negro quarter in
Chicago and later the cluttered pueblos of
Harlem. It is this great migration of the
Negro people that brought jazz out of New
Orleans and Handy out of Memphis. Handy
speaks of seeing “‘shadows on the sun” in 1917

while passing down Beale Street. “I noticed

a crowd of Negroes gathered around a skull.

The day before, that skull belonged to a
pleasant easy-going young fellow named Tom
Smith. Now it was severed from his body.

The eyes had been burned out with red hot

irons. A rural mob, not satisfied with burning
his body, had brought the skull back to town
and tossed it into a crowd of Negroes to
humiliate and intimidate them.” The South
by such deeds was expelling its culture, just
as Hitler drove the best out of Germany with
his black-shirted Klan.

Handy is old and covered with honors. He
learned late in life to protect his work, too
late to realize the fabulous income from &
song like Memphis Blues, which he sold out-
right for a “paltry sum,” but in time to secure

some of his royalties. In his book Handy not -

only writes vividly of his musical background
but throws much light on the civilization that
produced jazz. JamEes Ducan.

Engels’ Masterpiece

THE ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY, PRIVATE PROPERTY AND
THE STATE, in the Light of the Researches of Leawis
H. Morgan. By Friedrich Engels. International
Publishers. $1.

FIRS’I‘ published in 1884, this Marxist clas-
sic was not translated into English until

1904. It was a very bad translation, and has
long been out of print. This new one'is a vast

improvement on its predecessor, showing that"

Engels was, among other things, a most witty
and entertaining writer.

Though written after Marx’s death, The
Origin of the Family was really a joint work,
the fruit of many years of collaboration, and,
in writing it, Engels made full use of Marx’s
manuscript notes on Morgan’s Ancient Society,
which had appeared in 1877. As a bourgeois
materialist, Morgan was the heir to Fourier,
Millar, Ferguson, and Adam Smith; but,
since capitalism developed later in America
than in France and Britain, he was able,
while maintaining the materialist tradition,
to take his stand on a much wider basis of
anthropological knowledge. The great achieve-
ment of his predecessors was their analysis
of the growth of private property as the fun-
damental factor in the advance from bar-
barism to civilization. Starting from the same
point of view, which was, of course, condi-
tioned by the development of capitalism itself,
Morgan worked out a coherent and compre-
hensive theory of social evolution from its
first beginnings down to the early history of
ancient Greece and Rome; and this he did
with so firm a theoretical grasp that, at the
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end of his task, he almost transcended his bour-
geois preconceptions.

In the Origin of the Family Morgan’s
theory is expounded anew and reinterpreted
in the light of dialectical materialism. Though
they were the first to acclaim the importance
of his discoveries, Marx and Engels were
equally quick to see his bourgeois limitations
—just as they had been the first to acclaim
Darwin’s Origin of Species, while also point-
ing out his limitations, at a time when he was
being bell-book-and-candled by his academic
colleagues for upsetting the Book of Genesis.

The social implications of Morgan’s theory
were so clear that it met with immediate and
strenuous opposition; but his main conclu-
sions have been confirmed by subsequent re-
search, with the result that the opposition
has only been able to maintain itself by con-
stantly shifting the ground of attack. One
of the keystones of his theory is the classifi-
catory system of relationship—the kinship
terminology charagteristic of primitive society
—which Morgan himself had discovered and
interpreted as evidence of group-marriage. As
;arly as 1876 the classificatory system was
being explained away by McLennan as de-
void of historical significance; but at the end
of the century the classical Australian anthro-
pologists—Howitt, Spencer, and Gillen—had
brought to light a mass of new data, includ-
ing the actual practice, over a wide area of
Australia, of the form of marriage which
Morgan had postulated on the evidence of
the classifiicatory system. In 1906 Thomas
claimed. to have reduced the theory of group-
marriage to an absurdity; but a few years
later, having refuted Thomas, Rivers was
forced to admit that ‘“‘sexual group-relations
form a potentiality of human nature which
we have got to accept, however repugnant
they may be to our sentiments and tradi-
tions.” In 1909 Kroeber contended that primi-
tive terms of kinship “are only oocasionally,
and then indirectly, affected by social circum-
stances”; yet twenty years later, though at
one with Kroeber in rejecting Morgan, Rad-
cliffe-Brown - was arguing that the kinship
terminology of the Australians could be com-
pletely explained by their existing social cir-
cumstances, without reference to their past.
In 1929 Lowie published his Primitive Society,
designed to give the coup-de-grace to Morgan’s
Ancient Society, which he described as an
“out-of-date text-book” possessing no more
than an historical interest—exactly what J. M.
Keynes has said of Capital; yet five years
later the fiftieth anniversary of the Origin of
the Family was celebrated in the Soviet Union
by the publication of two large volumes of
commentary, covering an even wider range
than the original, vindicating the main con-

" clusions of Morgan and Engels, and carrying

them into new fields of anthropology, archae-
ology and ancient history.

Enough has been said to show that Mor-
gan’s bourgeois opponents have only demol-
ished him by demolishing one another. The
result is that at the present day the bourgeois
camp is in a state of hopeless confusion, as in-
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deed is confessed in the following remarks by
Malinowski :—

As a member of the inner ring I may say that,
whenever I meet Mrs. Seligman or Dr. Lowie,
or discuss matters with Radcliffe-Brown or Kroeber,
I become at once aware that my partner does not
understand anything in the matter, and I end
usually with the feeling that this also applies to
myself. This refers to all our writings on kinship,
and is fully reciprocal.

And there—after fifty years of “progress’—
we may leave them.

The next step lies with the Marxists. The
task that awaits them is immense. Both Mor-
gan and Engels made it quite clear that they
regarded their conclusions as subject to modi-
fication in the light of further research, and
it would, of course, be a falsification of Marx-
ism to treat Engels’ conclusions, as distinct
from the method by which he reached them,
as final. What we have to do is to apply that
method to the vast amount of material that
has accumulated since his time, bringing order
into chaos; and in that way, by reexamining
and, where necessary, modifying his conclu-
sions, we shall demonstrate anew the validity
of his method. It must suffice for the present
to point out one or two of the major prob-
lents that demand attention.

In their account of exogamy, Morgan and
Engels assume that in-breeding is necessarily,
or at least generally, injurious to human be-
ings living in primitive conditions. Is this
assumption correct, and does it really explain
the facts? One of the striking things about
the rule of exogamy in its simplest form is
that, while in certain directions it prohibits
the inter-marriage of kindred to an infinitely
remote degree, in other directions it permits
marriage between first cousins and even be-
tween parents and children.

Morgan collected about 150 terminologies
of kinship. The total today is about twice
that number. None of his successors has dis-
played anything approaching his energy in
collecting them, and his is still far the largest
collection that has been made—in fact, his
Systems of Consanguinity (1871) remains
the standard work on the subject. With the
additional evidence now available it can, I
think, be proved that he was right (as against
Rivers) in regarding the “Hawaiian” type
as primitive not derivative, and that, as he
conjectured, the Indo-European terminology
goes back to a classificatory system of the nor-
mal type.

Further, there are two important questions
of method. The first may be put briefly as
follows. The Australian tribes of the present
day stand roughly at the cultural stage reached
in Europe at the close of the paleolithic
epoch. How far can our knowledge of mod-
ern Australia be used for the understanding
of prehistoric Europe? Gordon Childe main-
tains that “the assumption that any savage
tribe today is primitive in the sense that its
culture faithfully reflects that of much more
ancient men is gratuitous.” This is very super-
ficial. Of course the resemblance is not exact,

»Big
Dollar's
Wor'l'h.'

Spur the anti-fascist fight by
sending this issue of NM (or any
issue, past and future) to your
friends at the special rate of—

10 COPIES MAILED, ADDRESSED AND
WRAPPED FOR $1

(single copies 15¢c)

Clip your dollar bill fo this coupon
and mail it to:

NEW MASSES
461 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C.

Gentlemen:
Enclosed find $1 for which please send your

issue date — to the following:
Name
Address City State
Name
Address City State
Name
Address City State
Name B
Address City State
Name .
Addr;ss City State
Name -
Address City State
Name —
Address City State
Name N
Address City State
Name -
Address City State
Name _
Address City State
7-22-41




\@nsr TENNIS COURTS-BAOM/ %
- SHe rImEQF &
i YOUR 2lst !

For moderns with a hankering
for all the joyful sports, spec-
tacular landscapes, yumyum
menus and the best of music to
dance or read to, the word for
vacationtime is—Allaben. Spar-
kling entertainment by a corps of
Geniuses. Comfortable quarters.
For Everything: jyULY-AUGUST:
$23.50 — $25.00 — $27.50.
Write or 'phone for new folder.

NY. 0"!(!: ” W. 42 “. (LO 5-4685)

.\,E-_\i
i<nm.

. ALLABEN N.

~DANCING s BASKETBALL+ FISHING

AGHIBY +SINNL mvxvnvaasvavsuuvna.-,,mm

. (e enonGiay

THE |NIORMAL ADULT CAMP

"NAMEBMT’ GAY Coppait®

CAMP

LAKELAND

» RECORDINGS

Homoll J‘meﬂon. N. Y.

For a
Balanced Vaeation
Action Aplenty: Tennis, uuunu.

Swimming, Archery, Rewing,
Basketball.

Ent armnmont Otm Smith and his
Key and re-

ors‘I shows
vle\n nightly, snn of ﬂontro.
Euy Living:  Large, Comfortable

Food.
chnmbormmd sarvicc
$19. so per week
$3.30 per day

PR

{ amant

eave daily from 2700 Bronx
‘l;’:rri 'Elsz. Fory transportation call
) OLlnvitle 5-8639.

=~ City office: 80 Fifth Ave. GR 5-2983

HARMONY COUN
ON LAKE ANAWANA, HUR

Y CLUB

YVILLE, N. Y.

® New $10,000 Athletic
Field

® Private Lake
® Swimming
® Solariums
® Music Hall Concerts
® Shows Nightly
® Dancing
City Phone DIckens 6-3273

Monticello 711

FARM HOTEL

Only 65 miles from the City amidst magnificent Candle-
wood Lake and Berkshire Hills. Swimming, tennis on
premises. Free boating. Hot-Cold running water. Showers
Russian-American Kitchen. Children aeoommodnted $4.00
d .50 per week. Special nmlly tes. For free
NLEY LAPINSKY,
call New Mil-

reservations write to STA
,» CONN,, or

book| e:’m
BARLOW FARM, SHERMAN
ord 756-1-3.

24

but it still remains true that the two sets of
data can be coordinated. The culture of the
modern Australians has not remained sta-
tionary—it has continued to develop, but only
in directions determined by the mode of pro-
duction at which their economic development
has been arrested. What we have to do is to
analyze the special features of Australian
culture due to this complication, and we shall
not be deterred from doing that by Gordon
Childe’s warning that such a use of the com-
parative method is “illegitimate.”

At the present day there is very little left
of the Australian aborigines except groups
of detribalized stragglers hanging round the
missions and sheep stations. A good deal of
research has been done on these remnants in
recent years, and from it far-reaching con-
clusions have been drawn, often at variance
with the results obtained by earlier workers.
General conclusions based on such evidence
must be treated with the greatest caution.
What is needed here is a systematic study of
the effects on primitive culture of capitalist
exploitation, and that is a task which bour-
geois anthropologists cannot perform, because
it would mean taking up a critical attitude
to capitalism. They are prepared to spin end-
less theories about primitive society, but not
to analyze their own. v

I have said nothing about the chapters on
Greece and Rome because, though they are
of great value, the problems involved are less
fundamental, nor about the brilliant histori-
cal analysis of the social relations between the
sexes. Marx and Engels foresaw that, just
as the growth of private property involved
the subjection of women, so socialism would
effect their liberation. That has been Marxist
theory for sixty years, and the proof lies in the
Soviet Union, where there has already arisen,
as Engels predicted in this book, “a genera-
tion of men who never in their lives have
known what it is to buy a woman’s surrender
with money or any other social instrument
of power; a generation of women who have
never known what it is to give themselves
to a man from any other considerations than
real love, or to refuse to give themselves to
their lover from fear of the economic conse-
quences.” GEorRGE THOMSON.

Small-Town Saga

WHISTLE STOP, by Maritta M. W olff. Random House.
$2.50.

HE author of this vigorous novel has justly

been greeted by the critics as a fresh and
startling talent. Miss Wolff is twenty-two.
She is a recent graduate of the University of
Michigan, where she was awarded the Hop-
wood prize for Whistle Stop. Despite its
real limitations this first novel thrusts her into
the ranks of the most promising younger
writers,

The story deals with the Veech family,
a strange small-town brood torn by tempera-
mental rivalries and passions. It is a down-
at-the-heels family of the lower middle class
which, under the impact of the depression,
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has lost all sense of unity and purpose. Molly
Veech, the mother, is a sort of Ma Joad who
tries in vain to hold the children together.
Kenny conceals his discontent and frustration
under a cloak of irresponsible indolence. Mary
is the mistress of a local racketeer. Ernie,
who is outwardly more respectable but at
bottom a philistine, helps provide for the
family. Jen and Josie, twins in their late
teens, are completely different in temperament,
the one bursting with vitality and the other
craving a middle-class respectability which
the family can never achieve. Through the
hot summer days they bark at each other,
trying crazily to fit in with the family jig-
saw design which will not come straight.

The group can be described adequately
" only in terms which range from broad farce
to genuine pathos, and Miss Wolff has richly
exploited the opportunity to test her powers
in a variety of moods. There is an earthy
gusto in the book.and at the same time a
deeply felt tenderness. Of formal plot there
is little. One theme which runs through these
ketches of family life is the incestuous at-
tachment of Kenny and Mary—it remains
vague and misty—and the sharp jealousies to
which their thwarted: love gives rise. Kenny’s
drinking bouts and careless affairs with women
are hopeless escapes from this attachment,
just as Mary’s life with Lou is basically an
expedient for providing the family with money
and clothes. To both these characters the
author has devoted most care and understand-
ing. And yet the younger brother Carl and
the sisters Jen and Josie are more fully
realized. Their portraits emerge clearly as
types of late adolescence, whereas Kenny and
Mary remain interesting fictional conceptions.

The most notable quality of the novel is
its vitality. There is an eagerness in the
treatment of this family which makes every
page come alive with fresh dialogue and ac-
tion. Indeed the abundance of warm human
material almost conceals a weakness in the
novel which keeps it from achieving a greater
stature. ‘That weakness is the failure to plant
the Veech family more recognizably in the
social world which impinges upon it and in-
fluences its behavior. The significance of the
family tends to become limited to itself, un-
like the Joad family, for example, in The
Grapes of Wrath. And this limited signifi-
cance is related to the uncertainty of purpose
which one feels in the book. One reviewer
described the novel as follows: ‘“Pick some
grapes of wrath in Ann Arbor, stow them in
a leaky crock from February Hill, add some
frankincense and myrrh of Tobacco Road,
and you have the bouquet of W histle Stop.”
This is a colorful description of a colorful
book; but does it not at the same time em-
phasize the weakness of eclecticism?

The weakness is perhaps a secondary one
in this novel, but it indicates the direction in
which Miss Wolff must go in her future
work. Wedded to a more basic theme and a
stronger purpose, her talents should enable
her to produce distinguished work.

SAMUEL SILLEN.
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THE SHADOWS FIND A VOICE

How technological developments affect the content of films and tighten monopoly's grip over Hollywood.

The screen writer's position. Depth of scene through pan focus.

tainment industry. However much he

would like to think of his function as a
purely creative one, whose end product is
the “word,” the stubborn twentieth century
fact is that the “word” is in the beginning
but means nothing in the end unless trans-
lated through the complicated machinery
which nowadays makes a sound film.

In the American Cinematographer for May
1941 there is a review of Citizen Kane: Here
is one significant sentence: “It is not too much
to say that Citizen Kane could not have been
made without modern arc lighting.” Of course
the author of this review is discussing only
the revolutionary depth of field in the pho-
tography, but the simple fact is that fifteen
years ago Citizen Kane could not have been
made for a half dozen technical reasons among
which were lack of sound, less skill in minia-
tures, no superfast film, no coated lenses. Fif-
teen years ago, of course, social attitudes were
different. Orson Welles would have seen Kane
differently, but the important point is that
the social life in 1940 not only involved Kane,
and Welles as Kane’s creator, but also evolved
the technical instruments without which
Kane could not have been produced. What
we are stressing, therefore, is that the writer
must understand the technical processes of
mass entertainment and know how these affect
the content of his work and how they de-
velop and hinder his ideas.

THE screen writer works in a mass enter-

FILM WRITERS speak often of control of ma-
terial and of their ability to create. Frequently
they speak in a vacuum and abstractly; they
do not recognize the limitations and advan-.
tages imposed upon their creative work by
technology ; they do not realize that where
there is no understanding of these processes,
there can be no control. This is a lesson which
is of value to every writer working in our
industrial society.

Every technological change has affected the
content of pictures not only in terms of the
erasure of a limitation but also in the fur-
ther power it gives to monopoly. Thus we
immediately see a two-fold effect of technical
advances: on the one hand, greater oppor-
tunity for expression, a genuine advance to-
wards a deeper portrayal of people’s lives; on
the other hand, monopoly control and a cor-
responding stultification of creative forces.

Let us examine a concrete illustration of
our point: the coming of sound to American
films in 1928. Experimentation in sound had
been carried on during the twenties by the
Bell Laboratories and General Electric. Wil-
liam Fox was also carrying on private re-
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search, but no one in Hollywood seemed to
take sound seriously. No one, that is, except
the Warner Brothers. The Warner Corpo-
ration was on its last legs, without theaters
of its own, hopelessly outclassed by Para-
mount, Loews, and the rising First National.
In a final effort to smash through the monop-
oly of theatres which was strangling them,
the Warners made a desperate switch to
sound. But this switch not only put Warners
on their feet—enabling them a few years later
to take over First National—it gave a much
needed stimulus to the nation’s box-office.
According to Film Year Book, box-office weekly
average attendance in 1928 was 65,000,000;
in 1929, the first year of sound, attendance
jumped to 95,000,000 and spurted in the first
year of the depression to the all time high of
110,000,000.

Only this spurt could warrant the cost of
converting the industry to sound—a cost of
over $500,000,000. Since the entire box-office
intake from the United States in the previous
year, 1927, was $750,000,000, some idea of
the magnitude of this change can be realized.
The original owners of the films went into
hock to pay the cost. They borrowed money
from the banks and went heavily into debt
of the two patent owners, RCA Photophone
and Western Electric. As a result independent
production and experimentation became a
great deal more costly and consequently less
likely. Quickie Row was finished. Dating
from the entrance of sound the motion picture
industry becomes big business.

The trend of larger studios gobbling up
smaller ones still continues. But on top of this
a new control enters, and the following years
are to see most of the studios pass from their
original ownership. The fight of RCA (RKO,
Pathe, and Keith Albee) representing the
Rockefeller interests, against Western Elec-
tricc, ERPI, the Morgan interests, begins.
Most of the producing companies sign the so-

called “suicide” contracts with ERPI. And
still, in the height of the depression, films
make money, and Wall Street recognizing this
becomes even more interested.

The ownership of patents tightened monop-
oly control. Morgan had his fingers in Para-
mount and Warners and indirectly in Loews,
but his American Telephone and Telegraph
patents entrenched him more firmly. RCA
Photophone put Mr. Rockefeller and the
Chase National Bank into RKO. The simple
fact was that the two great financial houses
with their allies—the Atlas Corp., Lehman
Brothers, Dillon Read and Co.—control the
American film industry and that the estab-
lishment of sound hastened their control and
increased their participation. The indirect con-
trol these houses exerted through their pat-
ents is easy to see. Rockefeller and the Chase
National Bank through RCA influenced War-
ner, T'wentieth Century, Columbia, and RKO.
Morgan through AT&T, which has a Rocke-
feller minority on its board influenced Para-
mount, Loews, Universal, and United Artists.
(This information is from World Film News
of 1936. Subsequent information might dis-
close certain shifts, but the dominant position
of big capital would remain the same.)

This monopoly control has the same ten-
dency as does all monopoly: it stultifies the
development of new productive forces and at,

the same time prevents the full realization\‘

of the present productive forms. Whenever
such control is questioned, and it has been
in the past by such films as The Grapes of
Wrath, Fury, Zola, etc., it is due to the social
conditions of the time, the individual cre-
ators in Hollywood, and the great influence
the public exerts on the industry. The public,
through the box-office, exercises a direct con-
trol over films and monopoly capital has been
forced to recognize this.

BUT THE fascinating point of the establish-
ment of sound in the motion picture business
is that in spite of increasing monopoly con-
trol the mere fact that sound had arrived was
a tremendous progressive factor. First: it was
a boon to every single creator, be he writer,
director, or actor. It marked the greatest sin-
gle advance toward realism the film had ever
made. The fact that it added another dimen-
sion made it approximate life just that much
more closely. Second: sound has greater shock
value; it is more personal. And third: it
deepened the whole possibility of the motion
picture because it gave the actor the miracle
of speech. And this is a miracle for the fact
is that not the strips of celluloid, not the
words alone, but the person on the film is
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" the really important core of the photography.

Only through the actor representing peo-
ple can reality and a deeper understanding
of life be achieved. Intellectual ideas and
symbols—the theories of film making in which
the length of the various strips is more impor-
tant, than the content, all the theories in
which the mind is stirred by mechanical meth-
ods rather than by people and their lives—
all these tend toward abstractness, towards a
separation from life rather than an enriched
understanding of it.

The emphasis must be on people, their
lives, their problems, and their relationship
with one another. This is no denial of ‘“‘ideas”
per se, because ideas, once they become con-
crete, become things that people ‘‘do” rather
than things they “say.” Ideas expressed through
people, springing from their objective circum-
stances, are not denied. But ideas for them-
selves, abstract and symbolic, tend to make
the pictures coming out of these vast techno-
logical processes as cold in their end result
as the machines which make them possible.
My emphasis must always be on people.

Sound really makes this emphasis meaning-
ful. It becomes meaningful because sound
allows for real characterization, for subtle
shadings and for depth of psychological study.
Sound makes the conventional theories of film
composition impossible—because what is said
is more important.

In silent films, for instance, the acting was,
for the most part, pantomime. The actor’s
gestures were broad and certain scenes had
to be exaggerated. Looking at a silent film
today, even the classics of Griffith’s, one is
struck by the abundance of hugging and kiss-
ing which appears on the screen in any scene
representing a happy family. Then we realize
that this is the only way to show affection.
Similarly, it was impossible for a husband
and wife to have a mild argument—it had
to be a violent quarrel. Otherwise, without
titles or symbols, how would the audience
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know what was going on? There was little
opportunity for shading and consequently types
were the rule rather than characters. Of
course the seeds of characterization were pres-
ent in silent films, the conception of character,
not as static but continually in motion was
in embryonic form in such films as 4 W oman
of Paris, Greed, and other pictures of the
middle and late twenties. But the films of
1926 and 1927 show their need for dialogue.
In the Passion of Joan of Arc the film screams
for dialogue; it is almost overpowering to
feel the director’s need to have Joan speak.
Similarly in Greed the actors all learned lines
—lines which were never heard, because von
Stroheim, with his fierce sense of realism, ab-
solutely had to have it in order to project
his characters. For this same picture von Stro-
heim also developed a complete musical score.

In spite of the need for sound, the first
talking films were quite bad in every sense.
In 1929, the first year of sound, we have
musicals, stiff English drawing room pieces,
and comedies. It was not only the difficulty
of integrating technical advance which caused
such films but also the inevitable reaction of
monopoly to technical advancement; the ten-
dency to exploit the advance as a trick to
cover a lack of content. Serious dramas were
not as yet possible ; most of the old film actors
could not play without their gestures and the
stage actors were just as bad. Only the British
actors, such as Arliss and Howard, with their
under-emotional, under-developed techniques
could walk through their roles successfully.

Even in 1929, however, sound was intro-
ducing changes. Writers, actors, and directors
were coming in from the stage. Films were
made static by the technique of photograph-
ing stage plays, but the plays brought adult
content and progressive ideas which lasted,
whereas the immobile quality of those first
films was soon overcome. And sound was forc-
ing the silent directors and creative artists to
look around for material suitable to its pos-
sibilities.

It sent King Vidor, for example, to the
Negro people in his search for material
adaptable to the new demands. Turning to
the Negro people did broaden the scope of
the films, and is in this sense a progressive
step. But unfortunately Vidor didn’t under-
stand the Negro people and thought of them
as a strange and childlike group. Consequently
Hallelujah is a distortion and sentimentali-
zation of Negro life. This contradiction runs
through the whole of the film.

This sentimentalization and Vidor’s pa-
ternalism is reflected in the sound. In some
cases, notably the singing of the spirituals,
the sound is fuzzy and sentimental. But the
enlarged scope also made for novel technical
effects which bring out the human progressive
quality of the film. For instance, there is a
cut of the Negroes singing ecstatically to one
man trailing another in a swamp. I quote
a description of this scene by Lewis Jacobs:
“. .. all that is heard is the labored breathing
of the man, the swish of grass, the rustle of
branches, the lapping of the water, bird and

PARK SCENE by Naomi Baker, age 16, of the
High School of Music and Art, exhibited re-
cently at the American Artists Gallery, and
winner of the LaGuardia Scholarship.

insect noises. These natural sounds heightened
the terror of the fugitive and the tension of
the chase.”

The content of films was changing. Both
the social ferment of the thirties and the
entrance of sound were responsible. The peo-
ple, in their new awareness, demanded greater
realism, a more progressive content and a
closer approach to their own lives and prob-
lems. Sound -made this demand possible to
realize.

For the people, therefore, it meant better
pictures; for the writer it meant dialogue:
the ability to express ideas in this realistic
fashion; for the actor it meant possibility of
refinement in character. Even the relation of
the characters to each other within the film
itself is altered in that they can talk to each
other, show their relation to each other; their
ideas bind them together.

Seeing how the technical advances help the
creator one might well ask: Why have these
improvements not produced even better pic-
tures than they have? The answer, of course,
is monopoly control. The producers saw almost
immediately the great progressive power of
sound. And so they began to curtail it. No
better example of this exists than in the news-
reel. Sound made the news so much more real
and significant, a strike situation for instance
so much more realistic that the producers were
forced to emasculate or distort their product.
The March of Time is an example of such
distortion, with sound, in the person of the
commentator helping. But the Memorial Day
Massacre in 1937 for which Little Steel and
the Chicago city government were responsible -
was another thing entirely. Here was some-
thing which could not be distorted, because
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PARK SCENE by Naomi Baker, age 16, of the
High School of Music and Art, exhibited re-
cently at the American Artists Gallery, and
winner of the LaGuardia Scholarship.



gﬁEEN MANSIONS

welcomes you to
its new theatre,
lounge, cocktail bar,
sun-decks. Log Cabin
Clubhouse, each room
with private bath.
Private golf course,
lake, 13 champion-
ship tennis courts, all

O on premises. *

LENA BARISH: SAM GARLEN

Directors

N. Y. C. office: 11 W. 42nd St.
Telephone: BRyant 9-1738

Write for Booklet NM

In the Adirondacks-WARRENSBURG, N. Y.

STAY AND PLAY AT:

North Branch, Sull. Co., N. Y.
Tel. Callicoon 95
Private Lake, All Sports, Dancing, Dra-
i1 ari Musicales, Rumba
Bar. Broadway Theatre Artists
THRIFTY RATES
C Erie R. R. to Callicoon
Private Car Service Daily — Daily Buses Direot
From Bronx — Brooklyn — Manhattan, Midtown Bus
Terminal, 43rd St. bet. Broadway & 6th Ave.

BR yant 9-3800 City Information: DIckens 2-5786

CENTRAL
VALLEY

o

Formerly Lewisohn’s Estate — Open AN Year

One hour from N. Y. 225 acres of w%

Sports: fi tennis courts, handball, swimming, bicycl :‘,n .

horseback. Indoors: Ping Pong, games, recordings, library, cing,
1 11 isine, Every comfort. Incomparable

Your Hostess: Fannie Goldberg

surroundings. N
(Tel. Highland Mills 7895)

@lzarming

UNPRETENTIOUS
on picturesque bay at
Gloucester—fine spirit,
whole-hearted direc-
tion. All land and sea
sports. Send for booklet,

ABRAM RESNICK
Director
Gloucester, Mass.

LOCUST GROVE FARM
SYLVAN LAKE, HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N. Y.

Greet Summer at an artist’s farm, dedicated to good food,
ood fun, good f .. G lete sports including
andball, pingpong, bicycles, tennis, swimming, boating,
horses, ete. Informal entertainment — barn dances — just

55 miles from N. Y

Rates from $18 weekly—$3.50 & $4 daily
George A. Podorson, 250 Park Ave., PL 3-8926

CAMP BEACON suconm

BEACON, N. Y.
BOATING & ALL SPORTS
Transportation per week

$18

Phone Ol 5-8639 $3.25 per day

Please mention NEw MAsses when patronising advertisers

28

the facts were present in the picture; un-
armed workers being shot and killed by armed
police. Consequently the companies were
forced to suppress this clip completely. In a
few cases a clip, cut to the bone, was shown.
At the present time, the newsreel continues
to be a collection of bathing beauties and pub-
lic figures. And this, at a time when news is
being made in every corner of the world.
But monopoly has another method of con-
trol. And that is control over the creator of

the film art. This is the method of enforced

isolation from his fellow creators and conse-
quently the separation of the creator from his
tools. The producer does not want the writer,
for example, to learn too much about sound
or cutting or camera. Even director and
writer, natural collaborators, are' stirred by
a false enmity towards each other. The pro-
ducers are afraid of any control but their own.
They oppose, therefore, an extension of the
creator’s technical knowledge as something
which will give him a control over the final
product they are not willing to let him have.

Even so the writer in Hollywood today
owes almost everything to the coming of
sound. Since the writer was a late comer to
the motion picture scene—the actor and direc-
tor and cameraman were before him—his
function has always been overlooked. Pictures
in the early days were illustrative, coming
from post-card and magic lantern, rather than
narrative. Many of the early pictures never
knew a script. But the influence of plays and
the coming of dialogue made the writer one
of the most important craftsmen in Holly-
wood. Important as he is to the process the
writer, as we have pointed out, exercises very
little control over it. That is why the writer
must gain a knowledge of the technology of
his medium even if the producer opposes it.
He must learn to think in terms of the screen
rather than the piece of paper in front of him.

It is interesting to note that two pictures
of the past two years which have had techni-
cal innovation were pictures in which the cre-
ators had a certain measure of control: Grapes
of Wrath in which Steinbeck and Ford had
some control over the content, and Citizen
Kane in which Orson Welles had complete
say over the content of the picture and how
it should be made. These films illustrate the
unity of technological method and content,
the machine serves the social concept.

In Grapes of Wrath the harsh grained film
and low key lighting gave a documentary quality
to the whole film and a simplicity and natural-
ness to the characters essential to the progres-
sive content of the picture. Citizen Kane, too,
marks a great advance in films. Where it is
progressive in content it uses new technical
devices, such as pan focus (the name given
the new depth of field), admirably. Where
the picture has a tendency to be abstract and
deal with ideas rather than people, the con-
tent is obscured rather than aided by the
camera work and use of sound.

Pan focus, which gives depth to the scene,
alters immediately certain creative functions.
It demands more of the actor in that he is
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constantly in scene even when in the back-
ground and it requires a more sustained per-
formance. It aids the actor in that the neces-
sity to walk the famous chalk line in order
to remain in focus, is for the most part ob-
viated. It changes the writer’s conception in
that it allows for compression—more mean-
ing within a single frame. As in Citizen Kane,
one can get into a single frame both the medi-
cine bottle and glass in the foreground and
the characters coming through the door in
the background. It allows the writer to over-
lap his dialogue and throw away a line for
the sake of naturalness, because the actor does
s not have to wait that tenth of a second after
one line before he speaks his own—a tenth
of a second heretofore demanded in case of
a necessary cut from one character to another
in close-up.
The realistic possibilities of pan focus have
only begun to be exploited. How they will
be developed in the next few years depends
almost entirely on what happens politically
in the United States. A period of political
eaction will stultify motion pictures both in
cheir technical development and in their con-
tent. On the other hand, if the present great
movement of progressive forces continues and
develops, we can expect pan focus and all
other technological innovations to be used and
further developed as progressive pictures de-
mand. Under such conditions technical devel-
opment will flourish. A progressive movement
will help all creators to collaborate and to
participate in the general process. Only
through such participation and through an
understanding not only of his craft, but also
his industry can the individual creator come
to fruition.
The article above is the joint work of a group
of Hollywood writers. It was read at the
Screen Session of the recent Writers Congress.

Three Mdvies

Joy Davidman evaluates
Brothers.

the Marx

RoM The Big Store it is possible to

deduce that the Marx Brothers’ retire-
ment is not purely voluntary. Make no
mistake; Groucho, as Wolf J. Flywheel,
might still be a funny man. Chico is still
God’s gift to the piano, and Harpo is my
darling, especially when, dressed in beautiful
eighteenth-century brocaded satin coat and
pants, he plays Mozart as a trio, all three
of which are himself—Harpo, Cello, and
Violino. Margaret Dumont, the Brothers’ old
reliable plush horse, is back to help them.
There is a delightful burlesque of a movie-
tone fashion show, and an acrobatic chase on
roller skates. It all ought to be very funny.
But the magic has departed. At any rate,
The Big Store is rather less entertaining than
Macy’s advertising.

Tony Martin and the plot spread dullness
everywhere. One is inclined to feel sorry for
Douglas Dumbrille, whose praiseworthy ef-
forts, as the villain, to murder Tony before

NM s 22, 1041

crmies| “WATCH ON THE RHINE”
PRIZE LILLIAN HELLMAN'S New Play
PLAY with
1941 LUCILE ¢ PAUL ¢ _ MADY
WATSON = LUKAS = CHRISTIANS

MARTIN BECK THEATRE
W. 45 St, — Air-Conditioned

HERMAN SHUMLIN
presents his

PRIZE-WINNING
HITS

ETHEL BARRYMORE
“THE CORN IS GREEN”

By EMLYN WILLIAMS

2

Eves. 8:40. Mats. Wed. & Sat.

CRITICS’
PRIZE
PLAY
1941

NATIONAL THEATRE
W. 41 St. Eves. 8:40 — Air-Conditioned
No Mon. Perfs. Mats. Wed., Thurs. & Sat.

#A HONEY
OF A SHOW”
—Walter Winchell

& MY SISTER
EILEEN

:ﬂu ilofous Laugh Hit¢
BILTMORE THEATRE

47th St. West of B'way. Cl 6-9383
Evgs. 8:40. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:40

BEHIND THE BARBED
WIRE

six songs of the concentration camp

Directed by Earl Robinson

"...Songs Sung Wherever Men Strive for Liberty."
Alvah Bessie—New Masses

Bart van der Schelling—baritone

Official singer International Brigade
and the Exiles chorus
3—10” records & album $2.75

On sale at
LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS
MU 6-8790

381—4th Ave.

presents a cantata by GEORGE KLEINSINGER

| HEAR AMERICA SINGING

Sung by JOHN CHARLES THOMAS with the
ILG%VU Radio Chorus & Victor Symphony
on

VICTOR RECORDS

2—12" Records in decorative album $2.50
mail orders promptly filled

383 East 149th Street, N. Y.
Me 5-1413 open eves.

SUMMER RATES

LOOK YOUR SUMMER BEST REDUCED RATES NOW
complete visits®
12 (regularly 10 for $27.00) $25°“0
complete visits*
22 (regularly 20 for $45.00) $4“°““

. *INCLUDES — Swedish Mas.
sage — Vapor Baths — In-
dividual Exercise — Posture
Correction — Open Roof
Facllities — Handball —
Paddle Tennis — Ping Pong
— Solarium — Body Build-
ing — Vibrators — Eleotrio
Barrels — Bicyoles — Tennis
Instruction, eto.

20 Visits Speolal, no Massage. . ....cccceecenicnieas 5.00
12 Visits Special, one month gym oours 10.00
Complete Trial Visit 2.00

1457 Broadway at 42nd Street
Om the Roof — Wlsconsin 7-8250 — Women Onmly

Please mention NEw MAsSSES when patronizing advertisers

2nd BIG WEEK — Alexander Dovshenko’s triumph
The Red Commander

SHORS

of the Ukraine

The key to the events of today

The

and the Mexican masterpiece

T JET NEWS. Cont. from 10:30
ALSO LATEST SOV 8, Cont. from 10:80,

titl Midnight—I5¢ to 2 P.M., 20c to

IRVING PLACE THEATRE—Irving Place at 14th St.
Benefit Block Tickets at Reduced Prices

Wave

A.M.
ays

GR 5-4049

[ and GAMES

WILL GEER

EARL ROBINSON
BART SCHELLING
JOSHUA WHITE
SPANISH STARS
FLOOR SHOW

DEXTER PARK

(Jamaica BMT from Canal St. to Elderts
on Canarsie BMT at 14th St. to B'wa
and change for Jamaiea BMT

Celebrate

Adm. 50c—Continuous enter i

Fiesta

Republicana
SUNDAY,JULY 20, ALL DAY
PANAMERICANA FESTIVITIES

REPUBLICAN SPAIN WEEK

from 10 AM.

Ausp.: UNITED AMERICAN SPANISH AID COMM,,
425 4th Ave. MU rray Hill 3-0180

Lane Sta.;
{ Junetion

Announcement
jingles is off the press.

Thoughts”

By Mike Quin

entertainment

You can get your copy of More

edition is $1.25.

Another book of Mike Quin’s poems,
topical essays, humorous sketches and

More “Dangerous

With an Introduction by Theodore Dreiser
160 pages of supreme reading

Thoughts” by writing directly to The People’s World,
583 Market Street, San Francisco, Calif., and ea-
closing 50 cents in coin or stamps. Cloth bound

“Dangerous

most speaker on labor, and the

Write or Call

NEW MASSES

461 4th Ave., N. Y. C.

BRUCE MINTON

A New Masses editor. Co-author of Men
Who Lead Labor, and Fat Years and the
Lean. Mr. Minton is considered a fore-

scene. He is available for lecture dates.

LECTURE SERVICE

CA 5-3076

political

29



The Whodlands

the four-season resort
How nan one put into a space so limited the incomparable
beal our setting, our superb food, the raves of our
nuests when we made our debut over the Decoration Day
week-end! You will just have to see for yourselves and we
have nary a qualm in thinking you won’t regret it.

SIGGIE M. GOLDNER, Phoenicia, N. Y.

Sacks Farm

Saugerties, N. Y. Telephone 82 F. 5

Intimate, Informal. Unusually beautiful country-
side. Picturesque hiking trails without number.
Acres of pine woods. Finest home cooking. Sports.
Low rates. Open all year.
MAKE EARLY RESERVATIONS

THE MUSIC ROOM

presents on

KEYNOTE RECORDS
Talkm Union

an album of six union songs

sung by the ALMANAC SINGERS

The first album of its kind. Dedicated to the
memory of Joe Hill. Dynamic, timely.

Talking Union—Which Side?
Union Maid—All | Want
Get Thee Behind Me—Union Train

3 10" records in album

K IOb——$2.50

133 W. 44th St., N. Y. C. LO 3-4420

Open Evenings Mail orders filled promptly

HISTORY BY CABLE .

How is the war going? NEW MASSES

presents exclusive cable reports from
the front lines.

From Moscow by llya Ehrenbourg,
Eugene Petrov and others.

From London by R. Palme Dutf, Claude
Cockburn.

FOR THE $5,000 CABLE FUND

NEW MASSES
461 4th Avenue
New York, N. Y.
Gentlemen:
| enclose $ as my donation to

the NEW MASSES cable fund.

Name

Address.

City and State

7-22-41 |

30

he can sing another song meet such unde-

served failure. One certainly is not inclined
to preserve Tony’s singing after hearing him
warble such a pretentious absurdity as Tene-
ment Symphony, which would have disgusted
Beethoven and Gershwin alike. And the ques-
tion of which crook gets the department store
hardly seems important enough to center a
plot on.

With new material and fewer songs, the
Marxes might be as funny as ever. I may be
dignifying the Brothers too much, but I
should like to see Marc Blitzstein write a
number for them. It might help start them
on their road to recovery.

ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN, throughout history,
have had a very real problem to face, and
many of them have suffered in character be-
cause of it. Blossoms in the Dust, however,
exaggerates this problem to serve its senti-
mental purposes. It is full of sweet young
girls shooting themselves on making the hor-
rid discovery that Mamma didn’t have her
marriage lines. The illegitimate are repre-
sented as slinking pitiably through life, while
their neighbors point fingers of scorn. All
this overstatement, needless to say, permits
Miss Greer Garson to have some dramatic
scenes as a lady crusader as well as looking
unbelievably lovely in frilly gowns and techni-
color.

Her struggle might have more validity if
the film were not such a welter of heartbreak.
In spite of the not-so-mute testimony of the
gentleman who was loudly blowing his nose
at my side, I found Blossoms in the Dust
grotesque rather than tragic. Its one episode
of natural human activity is a mere introduc-
tion in which Greer Garson and Walter
Pidgeon flirt with each other charmingly.
After that the tear-jerking starts. It’s like
milking a cow. You could have filled buckets
and buckets with the tears that were jerked
out of the softer female contingent of the
audience.

First, sweet little Charlotte shoots herself.
Less than a reel later Greer’s first childbirth
leaves her incapable of having another child.
Inevitably the only son is killed off in about
five minutes. Life is dark and empty until
Greer establishes a day nursery for the chil-
dren of her husband’s mill workers—where-
upon her husband loses the mill. Reduced to
humble circumstances and simpler but still
becoming gowns, Greer gets herself inter-
ested in the little illegitimates. Her life work
is now found, and poor Walter Pidgeon, no
longer being necessary to the plot, is promptly
assassinated by the script writers. Greer Gar-
son makes a beautiful widow.

Woalter, on his deathbed, thoughtfully sells
an invention, thus providing Greer with
money enough for her personal expenses, and
enabling the script writers to forget about
economics for good. Other troubles, to these
gentlemen, are poetic, but money troubles
are low. Geer’s self-sacrifices are just start-
ing; they come to a climax, with a gush
of marshmallow, in the perfectly unnecessary

yielding of her favorite orphan to a childless
couple who could just as well have taken any
other. We leave her looking not a day older.
It’s wonderful how good self-sacrifice seems
to be for the complexion.

It is very difficult to make Greer Garson,
with her considerable talent for acting and
her splendid red hair, an uninteresting per-
son. Blossoms in the Dust comes near doing
so, however. As for those hundreds of babies,
they’re chubby and cute and charming and
all the other fatuous adjectives usually applied
to the young of the species. Babies are won-
derful. They deserve love and care and pro-
tection. They deserve to grow up in a decent
world ; and I will fight to the death for them,
but perhaps looking at them in technicolor
for two solid hours is a little too much.

AS A SATIRE on crooked politics, Tight Shoes
is wilfully superficial. It does manage to con-
tribute some vigorous portraits of politicians,
however. Speedy, the brute of a ward heeler
who manages to be the film’s hero, is admi-
rably sketched in his overdressed arrogance
and his aversion to work. When his obstinac,
lands him with a pair of undersized shoes,
and the undersized shoes give him a wrong
hunch on a horse race, and the wrong hunch
leads him to kick a shoe salesman in the pants,

and the shoe salesman revengefully breaks up

Speedy’s gambling joint with a fire axe and
surprises himself by getting elected council-
man—well, it adds up to a very funny busi-
ness. Honest John, the defeated candidate
for councilman, and a familiar face at every-
one’s roulette wheel, supplies a background
in oil for the arresting portrait of the heroic
shoe salesman, scowling and swinging his
axe.

Binnie Barnes, brilliant and versatile as
ever, does some engaging acting as a burlesque
queen who has made good on the stage, to
the point where she acquires Speedy and :
string of diamonds. In defense of her dia-
monds she swings a lovely right, and her
changes from a waterfront girl to a broad
caricature of the enameled Gertie Lawrence
are high comedy. Her role is the best written
part of the film. There are also some rather
fine moments of a more serious kind, in which
the shoe salesman and his girl, with wry
laughter, discuss the troubles of little people
at the mercy of ward-heel politicians. They
can’t get decent wages; they can’t get mar-
ried. “At least,” the girl grins, “I won’t be
a child bride!”

John Howard, a good comedian when he
gets a chance, does nobly with the fire axe,
and Broderick Crawford is excellent as
Speedy.

Leo Carrillo restrains his usual ten-
dency to mug, supplying a rather good study
of a small shopkeeper. The nameless organist
who swings the Lohengrin Wedding March
at the end ought also to be enshrined in
deathless bronze. The best thing in Tight
Shoes, however, remains the style of Damon
Runyon’s dialogue; the sour humor which is
as American as hot dogs.

Joy Davipman.
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NEW MASSES Classified Ads

50c a line. Payable in Advance. Min. charge $1.50
Approx. 7 words to a line. Deadline Fri. 4 p.m.

FOR RENT

LARGE ROOM, PRIVATE. In modern apartment with
couple. TO RENT, FURNISHED, $25 per month in-
cludes linen, household expenses, telephone. East 8th
Street, between 1st and 2nd Avenue. Call GR 7-4036.

FURNISHED ROOM. Large, Light, Convenient Kitchen
Ix'ivili%zs, REASONABLE. Call all week. 8 Barrow St.,
pt. .

BUNGALOW, 3 rooms, all improvements, near lake. Re-
duced price by week, month, season. S. Kirshman, New
City, § Y. Phone 2297.

FURS

PARISIAN FUR CRAFTSMAN in wholesale district
can give you 35% below retail rates on REMODELING,
REPAIRING & CUSTOM MADE COATS & JACK-
ETS. Storage facilities, minimum $2.50. ASK FOR MR.
ARMAND, ARMAND ET SOEUR, 145 West 30 St.,
N. Y. C. CHi 4-1424.

INSURANCE

Whatever your needs—PAUL CROSBIE, established
since_ 1908 —FREQUENT SAVINGS, Broadway.
TRADE UNION AGENCY. Tel. HAnover 2-3435.

PIANO TUNING

PIANO TUNING, regulating, repairing and voicing.
Member Nat’l Ass’n Piano Tuners, Inc. Ralph J. Apple-
ton, 505 Fifth Avenue, Tel. MU rray Hill 2-2291.,

VACATION RESORTS

AVANTA FARM, Ulster Park, N. Y. Telephone 591 M 1.
Ideal Resting Place, Jewish-American table. Bathing.
$14 week, $2.50 day. Children $9.

EAST HILL FARM, Youngsville, N. Y. Breezy vaca-
tion spot on the mountain top. Modernized. Colorful
bedrooms, rustic dining room. Swimming, tennis, etc.
And food! Mmm! $15 week, $2.75 day. Tel. Jefferson-
ville 78F21. Booklet on request. Managers: Four Young
City Slickers.

ELMWOOD: FARM invites you to spend your vacation

or weekends in the Switzerland of America. Comfortable

rooms, excellent food, congenial company. Hiking, bi-

cycl{‘ng, fishing. ELMWOOD FARM, HUNTER, New
ork.

Quiet country, home cooking, lake nearby. $17 week,
$3 day. S. Kirshman, New City, N. Y. Phone 2297.

RIVERSIDE INN, Seymour, Conn., on Lake Housa-
tonic. Swimming, Boating, Tennis. Excellent Food, $18
week. $3.50 day. Rooms for Rent. Phone Derby 598-12.

Modernized old house, fireplace, comfortable beds, deli-
cious food, beautiful mountain country, hour from N .Y.,
$20 per week. THE DINNER BELL, Ethel Breene, Hill-
crest Rd. & Emerson Lane, R.F.D. 3, Plainfield, N. J.
Plainfield 6-3090.

$10 per week, two hours work daily. Beautiful farm.
Nourishing food. Bungalows, rooms rented. Worker’s
Rest, Erwinna, Pa.

WANTED FOR NEW MASSES

Wanted for NM Fund Drive—Light, small car, good
condition, cheap as possible. Call CA 5-3076 (daytime).

CAMPUS AGENTS WANTED by NEW MASSES. En-
terprising students can earn high commissions through
sale of subscriptions and individual copies. For details
write: Promotional Director, NEW MASSES, 461 Fourth
Avenue, New York City.

SALESMEN WANTED TO SELL NEW MASSES on
streets. Very high commissions—energetic young men can
earn $3 to $5 a day. Apply Promotion Director, New
Masses, 461 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C.

NEW MASSES would be grateful for VOLUNTEER
clerical HELP in circulation campaign. Apply Room
204, 461 Fourth Ave.,, N. Y. C.

DECEMBER 17, 1940 ISSUE for our own files. Please
send to Circulation Department, 461 Fourth Avenue,
Room 1204, New York City.

GOINGS ON

MARXIST ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK’S NEWS by
Milton Howard, member Editorial Board, Daily Worker,
July 20, 8:30 P.M. Workers School, 50 E. 13 Street.
Admission 25 cents.
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LIGHT ON THE USSR

one year of new masses plus . ..

FILL OUT THIS ORDER NOW
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A book about the Soviet Union plus one year of
NEW MASSES* at a special combination price.

*Reqularly $5

NM
Combination
Price

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE USSR edited by Prof. Shostokov
list price $ .60 $5.00

RUSSIA WITHOUT ILLUSIONS by Pat Sloan . list price $ .75 5.25
| CHANGE WORLDS by Anna Louise Strong . list price $3.00 5.25
WOMAN IN THE SOVIET EAST by Fanina Halle list price $4.00 5.25
LAND OF THE SOVIETS by Nicholas Mikhailov list price $2.50 5.50

YOU MIGHT LIKE SOCIALISM by Corliss Lamont
list price $ .95 5.50

LIFE ON AN ICE FLOE by lvan Papanin . . list price $2.50 5.50

WE DIDN'T ASK UTOPIA by Harry & Rebecca Timbres
list price $2.50 5.75

CULTURE AND THE PEOPLE by Maxim Gorky list price $2.50 6.00

NEW MASSES, 461 Fourth Ave., New York, N. Y.
Gentlemen: /

| wish to take advantage of your combination book-and-subscription offer.
Enclosed finrd $ . . . . . .

The book | desire is . « &« ¢« & & v ¢ ¢ ¢ 4 ¢ ¢ 4 e e e 0 0 0w s

Please send it to:

Name . & v & 0 vt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Address « v v ¢ v 4 b e 4 e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ee s

City « v v v v v e e e e e e e e e State . . . . . . . . .
The one-year subscription (or renewal) to NEW MASSES you may send te:

Name . . ¢ ¢ v v v et h e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
Address . . . . . i i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
City + v v v v i e e e e e e e e e State . . . .
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MEET CLAUDE COCKBURN

Biographical Note on Our London Correspondent o

To thousands this man needs no introduction: the publication he founded—The Week—made journal-
istic history on both sides of the Atlantic. You will remember it as the fearless political news letter which
was first to put the spotlight on Lady Astor and her Cliveden set. Since 1933 The Week has pro-
vided thousands in America and Britain with more than a peek into the strange goings-on in the capitals
of Europe. lts editor, whose two articles from the British front this past forthnight in New Masses have
already aroused the enthusiasm of our readers, has had long training for his brilliant career.

Born in 1904 in the British legation at Pekin, China, Claude Cockburn is the son of the last British Min-
ister to Korea before the Japanese took over. In 1921 he accompanied his father, then head of a British
financial mission, to Budapest, and spent more than half of the next four years in Hungary and Germany
where he saw, at first-hand, the 'reconstruction” and inflation period. After his years at Oxford, where he
headed the Liberal Club, he won a "Traveling Fellowship" which provided two years of foreign experience
for "intending diplomats." He subsequently adopted the career of journalism, and his first major assign-
ment was Washington. He spent three years there, seven months of which he served as temporary head
of the London Times bureau. There he also wrote a book on the capital—"High Low Washington" pub-
lished by Lippincott in 1932. In 1933 he launched The Week. He covered the Asturian revolt in Spain in
1934, the first correspondent on the scene. In 1936 he went to Madrid, was the first Englishman tfo join the
Spanish Republican militia. He fought on the Sierras for a short time, wrote his second book "Reporter
in Spain." Then he went to Prague in 1938 during the big days prior to Munich.

He was very well known to the people of Britain as a member of the staff of the London Daily
Worker. New Masses is happy to present him to the people of America through his weekly cable.

This, briefly, is our London correspondent. We urge you to tell your friends, and be sure you get your
subscription immediately in order not to miss any of his first-hand pieces from the British front.

|

NEW MASSES
461 4th Avenue
‘New York, N. Y.
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