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Between Qurselves

T WAs very much an experiment
that first evening at Webster
Hall. The experts, all five of
them, huddled behind the cur-
tain before it rose to reveal the
stage, and looked at each other in
panic. The first session of NM’s
“Interpretation Please” was about to
begin. )

But in a few moments the inter-
locutor had spoken the opening
words and the questions were being
asked and the panel warmed up.
The questions ranged all the way
from Molotov’s trip to Berlin to
General Weygand in Africa to what
the Japanese militarists were up to
in Asia to President Roosevelt’s war
plans. It was stimulating and en-
tertaining, closely reasoned, and
above all exciting. A. B. Magil ex-
plained American foreign policy, an-
swered queries on the labor move-
ment and domestic affairs. Joseph
Starobin roamed the world, deliber-
ating, clarifying, weighing “the
time, the place, and the conditions.”
Joshua Kunitz discussed what the
Soviet Union was really like. Gen-
eral Yakhontoff talked on military
strategy and the Far East. William
Blake, Wall Street's bad boy,
quipped and thrust with his rapier
wit, and explained why, with all
his knowledge of high finance, he
couldn’t make a stock market killing
for NM, and how the working class
would inevitably establish socialism
throughout the world. And about half
way through, while the experts were
catching their breath, another ex-
pert, Phil Bard, showed how finan-
cial appeals can be made pleasant,
painless, and productive,

The experts discussed and argued.
Then Bruce Minton, interlocutor
(substituting for Ruth McKenney,
who had lost her voice and was
at home angrily nursing a cold which
prevented her from taking part in

the great experiment), asked the.
audience  whether  “Interpretation
Please” should hold other sessions.

The enthusiastic applause from out
front was a pleasantly decisive an-
swer. So now plans are on foot
for a panel of experts to discuss
literature and culture. The place
and the time will be announced here
shortly. Bill Blake suggested that
NM hire Madison Square Garden
and discuss—with a suitable gather-
ing of experts—sex. But he was
hushed up.

What the evening at Webster
Hall did show was a very intense
eagerness on the part of NM read-
ers and their friends to put their
favorite experts on the spot. Be-
fore a listening audience, writers
were asked to face problems without
benefit of typewriters, to give opin-

ions and analyses with precise brev-
ity. What surprised the experts most
was that the audience so whole-
heartedly decided that they did their
job excellently.

The staff of NM, however, is
afraid that its experts will begin to
think of radio jobs instead of con-
centrating on the magazine. On the
other hand, the workout brought
questions from the floor that pro-
voked answers which now the staff
is clamoring for the experts to put
into article form for future issues.
Those whose questions were an-
swered are now receiving their free
three months’ sub to NM. And it
looks as - though “Interpretation
Please” is here to stay.

The next performance takes place
in Philadelphia on December 1, un-
der the auspices of the People’s
Forum, 810 Locust St. Same subject
but new experts, with the exception
of Joseph Starobin. The others
are Adam Lapin, NM’s Washing-
ton correspondent; George Murphy,
publicity director of the National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, whose lyrical and
beautiful speech at an NM meeting
a year ago we have never forgotten;
and Simon W. Gerson, who will
have just returned from his trip
across the country for NM. Ring the
old Liberty Bell, “Interpretation
Please” is coming to Quaker City.

Just to change the subject before
we remind you about NM's twenty-
ninth writers and artists ball, we
ask you not to miss next week’s is-
sue. Bruce Minton will send you his
report on the CIO convention, the
most important labor gathering in
labor history. Bill Gropper will be
there also, telling his story in crayon
and ink. And from New Orleans
Barbara Giles will send a story on
the AFL’s annual meeting. New
Orleans is Barbara Giles’ home town
so there will be an extra special
touch to her report.

But about the ball. We've seen
part of the script lampooning certain
liberals under the title “Civilization
As They Throw It.”” It's a scream
and a howl and it will be given
during the evening of the dance at
Webster Hall, Saturday, December
7. Tickets are $1 in advance and
$1.50 at the door. And they are be-
ing held for you at NM’s office, or
at the Workers Bookshop, 50 East
13th St.; or the Bookfair, 133 W.
44th St., N. Y. C.

A London letter is an event these
days. G. L. T., writing in October,
has a complaint to make. “In some
inscrutable manner a note from your
office informs me that my subscrip-
tions to NM ends with the next issue.
As a matter of fact I have not re-

cently received NM, due, of course, to
the exigencies of the bombs. The post
comes regularly, but overseas mail
is highly irregular and I should not
be surprised if some nosey censor
is receiving a profitable education
reading what our American cousins
think. How I wish I could be get-
ting NM again particularly when
this senseiess destruction is obliter-
ating landmarks and the truth about
it all is plain as the nose upon your
face.

“Between alertes, 1 catch
and a peek at this newspaper or
that, especially at the Daily Worker
which is waging so energetic a
struggle for real raid shelters that
every one loves it and it is publish-
ing four daily editions now. I trust
the entire population, nobly bearing
this totally unnecessary ordeal, is
thinking about the deep and under-
lying causes of this horrible war.”
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prominent Greek journalist and edi-
tor of the newspaper Eleftheria.

. Simon W. Gerson continues his
tour of the country for NM. He is on
his way to Detroit to find out what
progress the auto workers are making
in organizing the Ford plant and how
they feel about the war and other
important issues of the day.
Andrew Roth is a member of the
secretariat of the Institute of Pacific
Relations. His article in this issue
is reprinted from the November
Amerasia. . . . Harvey Merrill is the
nom de plume of an American
psychiatrist. . . . William Blake is
a noted writer, the author of 4n
American Looks at Karl Marx, The
World is Mine, and The Painter
and the Lady. . . . Ralph Ellison is a
young Negro writer and critic. . . .
Sylvia Gilbert’s reviews have often
appeared in NM. . .. Sidney Alexan-
der is a poet whose work is well
known to NM’s readers. . . . Eliza-
beth Lawson 1is an authority on
Negro problems.
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Are You for Forced Labor, Mr. Jackson?

An open letter to the attorney general. Three Department of Justice attorneys reveal the shock-
ing plans to “control labor.” A Hitler program for the workingman.

EAR MR. Jackson: Francis Hoague,
D Russell M. Brown, and Philip Mar-

cus, three of your assistants,
lawyers occupying responsible positions in
the Department of Justice, have writ-
ten and published a blueprint for the con-
scription of labor in the United States. This
document, entitled “Wartime Conscription and
Control of Labor,” takes up fifty-four pages in
the November Harvard Law Review. It is
a candid presentation of schemes by which
existing laws and federal agencies will be used
to handcuff to a great war machine every
American man, woman, and child—even the
lame, the halt, and the blind. It is, inciden-
tally, one of the.most callous and shocking
documents ever to be put into print.

Your employees have worked out a gigan-
tic plan which will permit “work or fight
orders,” the transport of labor battalions un-
der armed guard from one point to another,
and universal registration for arbitrary labor
assignment at the whim of the government.
They envision the suspension of all individual
rights for workers, the abrogation of union
contracts. They even project the wiping out
of minimum working hours’ laws for women
and of laws requiring children to be in school.
These Department of Justice lawyers foresee
the government telling each person in the
country whether he is to work or fight and,
if work is decreed, where, when, and on what
terms. There is to be forced service for the
disabled, too—to ‘‘rehabilitate” them.

Your assistants, Mr. Jackson, have stated
that the Supreme Court will uphold the laws
chaining labor to the war machine because the
government will ‘‘need” labor conscription,
although the Constitution supposedly stands
in the way. In effect, they suggest that the
administration may safely regard the Consti-
tution (with the Thirteenth Amendment for-
bidding “involuntary servitude’”) as a mean-
ingless scrap of paper which can be ignored
and flouted at will in carrying through the
drive to war.

Tribute must be paid to the cleverness of
this scheme to introduce military dictator-
ship in the United States. The plan is as in-
genious as the celebrated opinion, issued in
your name, which found that Mr. Roosevelt,
by himself, could legally sell fifty destroyers
to.a European power in the face of a statute
explicitly to the contrary. But while we are
paying your employees credit, we must claim
some for ourselves. NEw MassEs, in urging
the defeat of the Burke-Wadsworth conscrip-
tion bill, pointed out the tricky devices delib-

erately hidden in the bill to enable the gov-
ernment to conscript labor. Denials were issued
then, but in the present article your lawyers
admit that it is intended to use the very strata-
gems we warned against. Having gotten the
American people to put their necks in the noose
that the administration’s legal draftsmen tied,
it is now proposed that the government spring
the trap. Here’s the way your lawyers describe
the operation:

Every American man between twenty-one
and thirty-five has been registered for the
draft. The law provides that the administra-
tion may grant “occupational deferments.”
This means that if John Smith is working in
Henry Ford’s plant, you can “defer” John
Smith’s entry into the army. Fine. But sup-
pose John Smith joins the CIO and one day,
together with his shopmates, decides to strike
to settle a grievance. Henry Ford would
merely reach for his telephone and call up
President Roosevelt. If the men refused to
go back to work, the President would be able
to order their deferments canceled. The men
would then be called into the army and the
strike would be over.

Being good lawyers, your assistants have
found a precedent for this step. In the last
World War, the provost marshal general in
charge of the draft issued just such an order.
It was the infamous “Work or Fight” order
of May 17, 1918. Anyone not in the army,
it was announced, held his deferment only so
long as he was engaged in “productive employ-
ment.” President Wilson promptly applied this
to a group of New England munition workers.
He personally wrote the men, telling them
in effect either to go back to work or to start
putting on army uniforms. They went back
to work.

Wholesale use of this deferment power, your
lawyers suggest, is the way to conscript all
labor, smoothly, quietly, without giving Con-
gress or the people a chance to express their
opinions on the subject. Workers can be made
to accept any job, anywhere, and under any
working conditions, The writers say: “The
recently enacted Selective Training and Ser-
vice Act authorizes the President to provide
for occupational deferments and is capable of
use for Work or Fight regulations among men
of draft age.” (Which is precisely what we
pointed out in advance of the bill’s adoption.)

But your lawyers were so thorough in their
study of the technique of introducing forced
labor that they came up with a device which
they say is a “variant” of the deferment ar-
rangement. It was practiced but rarely in the

last war, but your lawyers suggest that it could
be used more extensively today. First, draft
as many men as possible into the army. Then
give them leave—‘‘furlough” is the technical
word. “On furlough” these Americans could
go back to their jobs, All would go well until
someone wanted to quit his job, organize a
union, or propose a strike. Then the employer’s
long-distance call to Washington would re-
sult in the cancellation of furloughs, and the
helpless employee would be whisked back inte
uniform, or forced to go back to work with
that threat hanging over his head.

There’s nothing dirty about this scheme,
your lawyers indicate. A man on strike isn't
working ; if he is not working, he ought to be
in the army. The government isn’t punishing
him for exercising his rights; it’s just “select-
ing” him because he’s not working.

According to your lawyers, the beauty of
all these techniques for labor control lies in
the fact that there is no need to pass a lot of
new laws which might cause excitement and
discussion. In addition, they say, it is even un-
necessary to register all the men in the coun-
try to find out which worker ought to be
shifted to which job. Census records and Social
Security files can be used for this purpose. Is
it just a coincidence that these supposedly con-
fidential records have already been ransacked?
It is known that census records have been
indexed and that the Social Security Board
has been feverishly working on indices of every
person possessing a social security number.

Your lawyers also suggest the expansion of
the US Employment Service as part of a labor
conscription program. A list of all workers
would be compiled ; then employers would be
ordered not to hire men except those whose
names were on file with the Employment Ser-
vice. But men who take part in strikes, or
persuade others to join unions, or otherwise
cause displeasure, would not be listed by the
government. Perfectly constitutional, your
lawyers say. They point out that if the gov-
ernment tries to order a man not to eat, it's
illegal. But if the government won’t list a
man as employable and employers consequently
refuse to hire those not listed, that is legal.

The article by your assistants states quite
blandly: “Compulsory labor service results in
the curtailment of a number of labor’s hard-
won rights.”” A good deal of space is devoted
to discussing just how the government ought
to exercise its already existing powers over
labor. They suggest: (1) keep wages down;
(2) end the closed shop; (3) put women and
children in the factories. To accomplish the
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latter, the authors indicate the necessity of re-

pealing existing laws which limit the number .

of hours women and children may work. Your
underlings even point to the possibility of
repealing laws requiring children to attend
school. They write:

Even to use voluntary labor of this kind [women,
children] may mean the suspension of minimum
hour laws for women and children as well as of
laws relating to the time children are to spend in
school and the duty of parents to provide an
education. And dilution of labor means a suspen-
sion of closed shop agreements. Nevertheless, it
is a foregone conclusion that in any war of pro-
longed duration, women and children will be con-
sidered as a working reserve if not part of the
estimated labor supply.

(4) Lengthen the working day and the
working week. (5) Begin a labor “apprentice-
ship and vocational training” program on a
“vast scale.” If this is objected to by workers,
the lawyers say that such a program needn’t
be voluntary as at present—‘some form of
compulsory training will have to be consid-
ered.” (6) Begin a program of “propaganda”
to convince labor that the “government is alive
to its needs.” (The words within quotation
marks are the words of your staff, Mr. Jack-
son.) Also give out badges as “‘tokens of dis-
tinction” to make workers happy. (7) Utilize
disabled men. (Perhaps men whose legs have
been struck off by a shell would be used to
make munitions because of their intimate per-
sonal knowledge of the subject.) Unfor-
tunately there is not space to list all of the
other fascist schemes advanced in the fifty-four
pages of the article drafted by men in your
department.

Nor are your assistants bothered by consti-
tutional qualms. “As the experience of the
World War indicates,” they write, “slight
notice is given to constitutional technicalities
in time of stress. Any further or more de-
tailed discussion of the constitutional aspects
of federal control of laboer would therefore
seem especially quixotic at this time.” And
elsewhere they state: ‘“There is little likeli-
hood that even the more rigorous sanctions
used to enforce labor regulation would be held
invalid under the Eighth Amendment as cruel
and unusual punishment.”.

It is a terrifying document—made all the
more terrifying because it was composed not
by civilians but by highly-placed government
lawyers. Behind its legalistic words one can
hear the tread of an advancing military
Gestapo. We say Gestapo advisedly, for the
Department of Justice lawyers have cited Nazi
Germany as a nation whose “long background
of compulsory labor service” provides a prece-
dent for the total conscription of labor in the
United States. Their argument suggests that
American laber must be placed beneath the
heel of the military boot because the Nazis
are exponents of the forced registration of all
workers, because the Nazis have restricted the
right to change employers, wiped out labor
unions, moved workers from one place to an-
other, and invented fiendish refinements in the

art of squeezing extra labor from civilians
under military terrorism.

There is no word of condemnation of the
notorious Nazi anti-labor laws in the article
by your assistants. Coldly and brutally they
offer measures of the same pattern for intro-
duction in every American town and village.
In discussing the last war as a precedent for
the next they even refer to the use in the
United States of “guards for workers being
transported from one state to another, to pre-
vent them from leaving the train en route”!

Your assistants likewise cite without con- -

demnation the anti-labor laws of fascist Italy.
And they find other useful precedents for
smashing American liberties in the lawbooks
of Japan, England, France, Poland, Finland,
and a dozen other European countries.

We are sure you have read, Mr. Jackson,
what the Senate Munitions Investigation leg-
islative report had to say about the labor con-
scription proposals discussed in the Harvard
Law Review article. We know that your au-
thors read it for they cited it in their foot-
notes, although they suppressed the following
comment on the barbarism of forced labor:

The democratic treatment of labor, under the
Constitution, is essential to the survival of our
institutions, and should not be replaced by a mili-
tary control over labor unless a change in our
institutions has been previously authorized by the
people in the form of amendments to the Constitu-
tion. . . . The Committee finds that it is not
advisable in the permanent interests of the Nation
to attempt in wartime to draft civilian labor. . . .
In view of the growth of dictatorships in the world
using labor under military control, it is very im-
portant that the people weigh the grave dangers
to our democracy involved in the draft of man-
power under the coenditions imposed. The price of
a war may be actual operating dictatorship, uander
military control, in this country. (74th Cong., 2d

Sess., Senate Report No. 944, Part 4, pp. 4-5.)

It is fair to assume, Mr. Jackson, that your
three employees speak for yourself and for the
Roosevelt administration. If they do not, it
is up to you and the President to make this
unmistakably clear. This is especially true in
view of the fact that Mr. Roosevelt has just
been elected for a third term on the solemn
pledge not te involve this country in foreign
wars and to defend democracy and all the
social gains of the past few years. Do you and
the administration stand behind the article
of Messrs. Hoague, Brown, and Marcus? Is
conscription of labor as a device to ‘“‘coerce
recalcitrant workers” part of the government’s
plans? Do you agree that, despite your oath
to uphold the Constitution, “constitutional
technicalities” are to be ignored “in time of
stress” ?

There is one conclusion drawn by your as-
sistants which we heartily endorse: “Too long
has wartime conscription of labor been ob-
scured in a hush-hush atmosphere . . . this
study will serve to bring to the light of pub-
lic knowledge the importance of this problem.”
It’s too bad that their article didn’t appear
in print before the election so that you and
Mr. Roosevelt could have been asked ques-
tions about it during the campaign in which
you promised peace and the protection of
labor’s rights. Those questions must be asked
now. The men, women, and children of Amer-
ica want to know whether the government
is planning to march them under armed guard
into forced labor to enrich the du Ponts, Mor-
gans, Rockefellers, Fords, and Mellons. They
want to know whether you are planning to
fight Hitler by Hitlerizing America. You and
Mr. Roosevelt owe them an unequivocal an-
swer. .

THE EbiTors.

Aime

“Cheer up, there’s still Sidney Hillman on the Defense Board.”
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What’s Happening in Greece

What the people are ready to fight for. John Metaxas, dictator, rules with London’s blessing.
The manifesto of the Greek Communist Party. An article by the editor of “Eleftheria.”

ILITARY achievements dominate the

headlines. It is reported that the |

Evzones, the Greek mountain troops,
have decisively defeated the Italian Alpine
divisions in Epirus; at least one Italian di-
vision has been completely routed in the moun-
tain passes. In the south, the Italian drive
against the Yanina seems to have been checked.
It is difficult to estimate these reports objec-
tively. In essence, the Greek-Italian war is
merely one phase of the larger struggle be-
tween British and German imperalism, but
the fact that the Greeks are fighting on their
own soil naturally gives them a certain ad-
vantage in morale. The advantage also lies
with Greece as far as terrain is concerned.
Although Italian equipment is superior and
1talian planes seem to bombard the major
cities and ports without opposition, so long ‘as
the invading forces are numerically no stronger
than the defenders, initial Greek victories are
only to be expected. This is all the more true

because British naval activities in the Mediter- |

ranean are evidently hampering Italy, as for
example, the sinking of important ships of the
{talian Navy at Taranto. True enough,

Britain is not giving Greece assistance with |

man power. True, also, the British Navy’s first
consideration was to occupy the island of Crete
and other Aegean islands, a measure of assis-
tance not so much for Greece as in protection
of the British possessions in Palestine and
Egypt. Likewise, the Royal Air Force is secur-
ing bases in Greece not so much in defense of
the helpless Greek cities but for the bombard-
ment of the Italian cities of Bari, Brindisi, and
Taranto. But even these instances of British
activity certainly react to the disadvantage of
Italy, and therefore assist Greece indirectly.
The final result will most likely be, in case
{talian supply routes are interfered with, that
Germaan troops will come through from Yugo-
slavia toward Salonika. In such an eventuality
Greece’s real position as a battleground in the
imperialist conflict will become even clearer
than it is today. And the outcome can easily
be imagined.

WITHIN GREECE

Military developments, however, are only
one side of the picture. A great deal depends
on the internal situation within Greece, of
which very little is being said in the press.
The newspapers describe the Greeks in heroic
terms, and recall the famous military achieve-
ments of the ancient Hellenes at Salamis and
Marathon. A small number of successful
Greek-Americans, who never before con-
cerned themselves with the problems of the
Greek people, are now coming forward:
among them S. Skouras, the movie magnate;
the Stephanou brothers, cigarette industrial-
ists; Kyriakos Tsolainos, with well known

connections in. Wall Street. These gentlemen
have overnight become Salaminologists and

Marathonologists. They weep bitter tears for |

the Greek people. They boast of the millions
of dollars they will raise from their Wall
Street friends for the Greek cause. They seek
to impress Greek-American working people
with the vision of heroic little England saving
heroic little Greece. But these gentlemen say
absolutely nothing, and have never before
raised their voices, about the Metaxas dictator-
ship.

The fact is that the present Greek ‘govern-

ment is a fascist regime, and so far its refusal .
to come to Mussolini’s terms has not made it ;

less of a fascist regime. It is quite clear that
unless a democratic transformation takes place

very quickly in Greece, the Greek people will
not be able to save their country from invasion

and defend its independence against imperial-
ism. General John Metaxas is as ruthless a
dictator as any the world has seen. He seized
power on Aug. 4, 1936, supposedly to save the
nation from a general strike. In this coup
d’etat, he was supported by the Greek mon-
archy, which had been restored the previous
November through the influence of Great
Britain.

BRITISH CONTROL

The entire history of modern Greece is

| bound up with British influence and control.
During the whole of the nineteenth century,

Greece was really an outpost of the British,
and to a lesser extent of French imperialism,
and played an important role in Britain’s cam-
paign against the Ottoman empire, against
czarist Russia, and finally Kaiser Wilhelm’s
Germany. Internally, the nineteenth century
witnessed a continual struggle between the
landed aristocracy and the rising Greek com-
mercial and banking interests. Until almost
1900, the British supported the feudal oli-
garchy, but the two outstanding leaders of the
Greek bourgeoisie, Charilaos Tricoupis and
Eleutherios Venizelos, who came to promi-
nence—the first in the eighties and the second
early in the twentieth century—were both
staunch Anglophiles. Under Venizelos, the
Greek capitalist class came into its own in the
revolution of 1909, and entrenched its power
at the expense of both the court and the land-
lords. During the World War, most of the
landed aristocracy and the court itself, under
Constantine I, sided with German imperial-
ism, but so strong was British pressure that
the Germanophiles were compelled to keep
Greece neutral for the first three years of the
war. Finally, with the backing of British sol-
diers, Venizelos established a dual government
at Salonika. Constantine was dethroned and
Greece became an important anchor of Brit-
ain’s eastern front, one of the beneficiaries of

Versailles and its related treaties.
Immediately after the World War, Britain
continued to use Greek imperialist ambitiens
to cripple the Turkish empire. Lloyd George
inspired the Greek invasion of Asia Minor in
1921-22. But when Turkey consolidated its
independence with Soviet assistance, the
British were compelled to change their course.
Venizelos was left stranded, and in the final
peace with Turkey, 2,000,000 Greek refu-
gees who had been living in Asia Minor, were
driven out although their ancestors had lived
there for thousands of years. This upheaval,
plus the general dissatisfaction of the post-war
era, brought about the formation of a republic
in 1924. The interests of the landowners and
the banking concerns gradually tended to
merge. A certain urbanization developed in
the countryside and, to a degree, the agricul-
tural methods were modernized, all of which
broke the power of the old landed families.

THE WORKERS

But having achieved its difficult victory over
the feudal power, the Greek bourgeoisie was
soon confronted by the working class, which
stepped on to the historical stage in its own
name inspired by the world-wide political
changes including the successes of the Oc-
tober Revolution. The Communist Party
had been founded in 1918. During the twen-
ties, it was variously dominated by labor fakers,
opportunists, and T'rotskyites. Coinciding with
the economic crisis, however, a new leadership
emerged, whose most famous figure was Nikos
Zachariades, a former seaman and now im-
prisoned by Metaxas on a lonely Greek island.
The crisis affected Greek shipping, tobacco
agriculture and manufacture, wheat and tex-
tile production. The farmers struggled under
the load of an enormous debt, while the export
trade, very important for Greece, had to bear
the cost of interest payments on the half-billion
dollars of loans held by British, French, and
American bankers. From 1931 to 1936 the
Greek Communist Party won a wide audience
among the workers, especially in the tobacco
industry and in the merchant marine. This
was a period of Anglo-German cooperation,
which enabled German industrialists to in-
crease their share of the Greek market. In this
period also, the democratic movement, in
which the Communists took the lead, reached
wide proportions. In the election of January
1936 the Communists secured fifteen seats in
parliament and held a strategic balance of
power among political forces. They also made
great gains in the municipal elections.

Against this rising popular tide, the British
government installed King George II on the
throne in November 1935, and in the follow-
ing summer supported the coup d’etat by Gen-
eral Metaxas, who had extended his powers as



premier by royal decree. Metaxas swept the
liberal and labor forces into the dungeons, and
even took revenge on certain royalist factions.
In the early months of his regime he encoun-
tered considerable resistance from many of the
army officers, especially those who retained
their contacts with the farmers of the north.
Although illegalized, its leadership jailed, its
officers and property confiscated, the Commu-
nist Party remained a vital force, its contact
with the working class unbroken. Even the
royalist leader, Agamemnon Schliemann, son
of the famous archeologist, felt compelled to
publicly praise the Communists as true Greeks,
devoted to the interests of the people. Though
Metaxas himself was closer to German in-
fluence than any other, until September 1939
he enjoyed the mutual support of both British
and German policy. When Hitler marched
into Prague the decisive influence of British
capital revealed itself: Chamberlain gave
Greece one of the same guarantees he offered
to Poland, Rumania, and Turkey. Faced with
Italian and German pressure especially since
June, Metaxas chose not to play ball with
Mussolini. What he might do if German
troops enter the country remains to be seen.

Metaxas is a master of espionage, of torture
and repression. Through espionage he was
able to harass the work of the Communists,
and with the assistance of several renegades
he has taken a heavy toll of the Communist
leadership. Zachariades was imprisoned, and
has for four years suffered the most barbaric
tortures. This has also been the fate of many
liberals and labor leaders, among them Glenos,
Nepheloudis, and Partchalides. One of the
most brazen methods of the dictatorship, large-
ly the work of the Greek Himmler, Mania-
dakis, has been the use of forgery against the
Greek Communists. For some time, Metaxas
has sponsored a publication which is the exact
reproduction of the Greek underground news-
paper: Rizospastis. Picking up the fake gov-
ernment newspaper you could not tell it apart
from the genuine Rizospastis unless the ma-
terial were read carefully. This explains also
the reports in the American press that the
Greek Communist Party called for the sup-
port of Metaxas at the outbreak of the present
war. Through private information, I am able
to say those reports were merely the forgeries
of Maniadakis. A copy of the real Rizospastis
has come to us through the devotion of a
Greek seaman. And although it was published
in the last days of August 1940 it anticipates
the Italian invasion. Here is an excerpt from
the latest manifesto of the illegal Party Execu-
tive, which explains the attitude of the work-
ing class toward the war:

ProPLE OF GREECE!

The Communist Party is calling on you for a
popular movement whose purpose will be to force
the dictatorship to ‘establish a genuine foreign policy
for Greece, for the establishment of a well organized
popular front which will represent not only the
Greeks but' the Turks, Macedonians, Albanians,
Armenians, and Jews who live in our country. The
defense of our country against the Italian invaders
must be based on such a popular front. The Com-
munist Party of Greece declares it will do every-

WHAT THE GREEK

COMMUNISTS SAY: This is

a reproduction of the first page of

the illegal newspaper of the Greek Com-

munist Party, “Rizospastis.”’ It measures about
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six inches by eight and has four pages. This number is dated ug. 29, 1940. New Masses
received it through private channels. Its message will be found elsewhere on this- page.

thing in its power to form such a front for the
salvation of our country. It will do everything in
its power to achieve an orientation of collaboration
with the Soviet Union and other Balkan countries.
It will stand in the front lines, with arms in hand,
to crush the Italian invasion, or any other im-
perialist invasion. The Communist Party of Greece,
from tip to toe a party of the people, understanding
its responsibilities and seeing the immediate danger
threatening our homeland, affirms that it is ready
to collaborate even with the government of Metaxas
on the following basic conditions: (a) political
orientation toward the Soviet Union and other Bal-
kan states; (b) that all measures be taken for the
full and consistent resistance to the end against the
Italian or any other aggressor; (c) complete liberty
for the Communist Party of Greece and all other
parties and organizations to strengthen the popular
mobilization of the country, to exert all energies
in the service and salvation of our country; (d)
satisfaction of all the economic demands of the
workers, peasants, and professionals.

In present conditions, any other policy is a be-
trayal of Greece. Communists, to your posts!

(Signed) The Temporary Executive Committee.

Greece is one of those many small nations
of Europe which never were really indepen-
dent. Before the rise of German fascism, they
were instruments of Anglo-French policy.
During that rise, they were pawns in the
complicated prologue of the present war. And
since the war has broken out, neither side has
been interested in the independence of Greece
except in so far as it could be used against
the other side. The last year has brought about
a catastrophic decline in Greek foreign trade;
the budget figures show the enormous drain
on the Greek people of the foreign debt. The
dictatorship has seized the funds of the popular
organizations, and democracy has been under-
mined and crushed. The Greek people are cer-
tainly capable of defending themselves. But
they will do so with success only in their own
interests, not in the interests of any imperial-
ism, German, Italian, or British. To achieve
that defense, not the regime but only the people
themselves can be trusted.

DEemETRIOS CHRISTOPHORIDES.
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Col. Adler: Publisher in a Brass Hat

The New York “ Times’ manager is a misunderstood man. Why he crusaded for peacetime
conscription. His paper has become an “‘army house organ.” The press falls in.

oL. Jurius OcHs ADLER, at present
C on a year’s leave of absence from the
New York Times, is a small military
man with a bristling mustache which gives
his face a look of virtuous-indignation. He de-
nies with some heat that he ever required his
chauffeur to salute him while in uniform. This
allegation, which is widely believed in the
Times building, is the result of the intensely
warlike appearance of his stumpy frame, which
he keeps fit by bending exercises, even when
it is encased in mufti. If you saw the colonel
for the first time striding smartly across Times
Square on his way to work, you would per-
ceive instantly that he was a retired army offi-
ter. For twenty years after demobilization in
1919 the War Department felt that he was
more valuable to his country sitting behind
a desk in a newspaper office barking orders
at the public than walking up and down on
a drill field in the hot sun. He ordered the
public around in the commanding accents of
Gen. Hugh Johnson of the Roy W. Howard
Horse, a man he resembled in no other way
than as two short, somewhat stout men, who
both spent several years under arms, are bound
to resemble each other. When his duty called
him a few months ago he excused himself from
the Times building and left to take charge of
the reception center at Fort Dix, N. J. His
position does not, as the name seems to imply,
mean that he hands out to recruits doughnuts
and a cup of coffee. He greets them and im-
presses them with the seriousness of the United
States Army. The first face which confronts
recruits at Fort Dix is Colonel Adler’s.

A year ago, probably no one in the world
except his immediate family and the secretary
of war were aware of Colonel Adler’s ex-
istence. As vice president, treasurer, and gen-
eral manager of the Times, he kept mum.
Once, in 1933, he took to the air to bawl hell
out of “certain ex-service men, spongers,
swivel-chair veterans and professional heroes,”
who wanted the bonus, and the Times printed
this intemperate address in full. It was plain
to T'imes readers who took the trouble to plow
through the text that if a cowardly Congress
gave Colonel Adler the bonus, he would throw
it back in the scoundrels’ teeth. Now and then,
over the years, he got a pistol trophy or an
award from the National Rifle Association;
and T'imes readers, without being particularly
upset, were able to follow his career upward
in the Knickerbocker Greys. In 1934 he was
a corporal. In 1937 he was a captain. Yes,
Colonel Adler can take care of himself. In
1938 the Times recorded that his summer cot-
tage was damaged by fire. For the most part,
Times stories about him were not carried in
other sections of the press, which believe that
the Times is often unnecessarily thorough.
Once or twice each year he dedicated a me-

morial with a belligerent speech, and he occa-
sionally excited the American Legion with
talk of the coming world conflagration. Every
March, with the regularity of the opening of
the opera, he was appointed civilian aide to
the secretary of war for the second corps area,
in charge of enrollment for Citizens’ Military
Training Camps. He spent his vacations in
uniform,

COLONEL ADLER MISUNDERSTOOD

All this time he was secretly stropping his
saber. Lesser Times employees laid eyes on
him for the first time in their lives when he
gave testimony in a Labor Board case between
the Times and the Newspaper Guild. He said
that he had been misunderstood. Arthur Hays
Sulzberger, publisher of the Times, took the
stand and testified that he was misunderstood
too. Colonel Adler is the nephew of Adolph
Ochs, who published the Times in its forma-
tive years. In 1917 he was best man when
Mr. Sulzberger came up from Camp Wads-
worth in South Carolina, where he was a sec-
ond lieutenant, and married Mir. Ochs’ daugh-
ter Iphigene. That cut him into one of the
sweetest things since the Mother Lode. As the
influence of newspaper potentates like Hearst
and Howard went to pot, the influence of
Sulzberger and Adler waxed until when the
Daily Princetonian Alumni Association gave
Adler his journalistic award, everybody said he
deserved it. For a time in the first administra-
tion of President Roosevelt, Arthur Krock,

‘bad boy of the Washington oracles, got confi-

dential tips about Roosevelt’s intentions, and
he ran up one or two trial balloons. Subse-
quently relations between Krock and the
White House became cool, but the Times
continued to maintain cordial connections with
every part of the government, particularly in
the State Department. The beginning of war
in 1939 caused these connections, which in
some cases had been as fragile as gossamer,
to solidify, and who should be picked to break
the news of peacetime military conscription
to an unsuspecting nation but Col. Julius Ochs
Adler.

When the Times wanted to campaign
against the Wagner act it ran regular edi-
torials and quoted the opinions of every stump
speaker before the National Association of
Manufacturers. But it was not what is known
as a campaigning newspaper. It refrained deli-
cately from organizing taxpayers’ groups, and
it never wrote the speeches for the NAM
speakers. It had ethics. Peacetime conscription
was a horse of a different color. Colonel Adler
seized a lantern and dashed off to tell the
members of the Harvard Club. The Times
carried his remarks the next morning, identi-
fying him merely as commander of the 306th,
and civilian aide to the secretary of war. After

a few more outbursts of rhetoric on Adler’s part,
the Times dropped its coyness and said right
out that this Adler was connected with a
prominent New York newspaper. Adler did
not exactly form the Military Training Camps
Association single-handed, for the thought had
been in the back of many minds for twenty
years, but his presence among the original cabal
which met in the Biddle Room of the Har-
vard Club, a sanctified spot where the Mili-

| tary Training Camps Association was formed

in 1915, ensured the movement a good press.
The Plattsburg Idea, as it styled itself, was
composed of a rather ridiculous group of cus-
tomers’ men who wanted to be sure that if
they were called up they would be officers, per-
mitting them to order people around. They
were willing to take orders from men like
Colonel Adler, of course. This ambition, how-
ever creditable, would have no effect on the
country’s military effort unless their example
proved contagious and several million youths
in humble circumstances demanded the same
training being doled out to Mr. Winthrop
Rockefeller, which was their right in a demo-
cratic country. The only value of the Platts-
burg Idea was in the field of propaganda. This
makes it the biggest bust since Hearst’s Paul
Reveres. The humorous stories about Private
Winthrop Rockefeller’s big feet were a lia-
bility, if anything.

REPORTING PLATTSBURG

A special correspondent for the Times ac-
companied the citizen-patriots to Plattsburg
and did his best, which was not bad, to make
army life seem like a gay romp in the Stork
Club. His name was not revealed, but he had
evidently been drafted from the society depart-
ment, and he brought along a healthy respect
for a million dollars. At the thought of Angier
Biddle Duke waiting on table, he almost
swooned. A fellow was not allowed at Platts-
burg unless he was a “demonstrated leader”
in business, the professions, or labor, and it
was delightful to watch labor leaders like
John Hay Whitney and Marshall Field racing
around camp banging away at each other with
army rifles loaded with blanks. Colonel Adler,
presenting the colors to the 800 chosen, was
struck with the significance of the occasion and
delivered his speech with a suspicious catch
in his throat. Another somber note was struck
when a 240-pound man, aged 42, being obliged
by his superior officers to climb a mountain
under a heavy pack, died of heart failure.
Another man became ‘‘uproarious” at four
AM and was coldly requested to leave. Tucked
in at the end of a long dispatch from the
T'imes special correspondent about the Platts-
burgers’ morale, which was naturally high,
was this paragraph: “A couple of men who
expressed views which sounded slightly un-
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American a few nights ago were dealt with
by a kangaroo court-martial.” You have to
take the bitter with the sweet. The Times man
soon was merry again, starting off his dis-
patches like this: “A terrible babel of voices
broke out on the parade ground this after-
noon. There were growls and grunts of every
pitch and inflection. Number one sentry
wheeled around, his gun ready. It sounded as
if a bunch of foreigners had made a landing
on Lake Champlain. What the soldier saw was
nathing to get excited about—just the 800
Plattsburgers of 1940 taking a lesson in army
vaice culture—" Most of the demonstrated
leaders had had their uniforms made by their
own tailors before leaving New York, net
trusting an army fit—a fact humbly recorded
by the Times—and “a Mr. Newman” set up
his tent in their midst to take care of last-
minute alterations. Before dress reviews there
was such a scurrying around camp! such a
bustle! The T'imes man was concerned at the
treatment the army gave these jaunty uni-
forms. “Their aggressive spirit was developed
further,” he wrote, “as they were instructed
to rush forward im skirmish line and then
throw themselves on the ground in firing po-
sition. It was samething to see men with roly-
paly haunches do this.” At the end of a day’s
activity, Mr. Newman’s nimble fingers were
kept busy sewing up bursted seams. The citi-
zen-patriots never minded. ‘“Watching the men
in the morning,” reflected the Times corre-
spondent, “it seemed as if something of the
boyhood cowboy—and Indian games survives
in every man.”

While this skylarking was going on in
Plattsburg, the Burke-Wadsworth conscrip-
tion bill was being debated in Congress. The
Times seemed to be canfident that it would
pass, but it was really as anxious as a poker
player after betting his bankrell on a four-card
flush. The Times is not a quixotic paper like
the Herald Tribune, which came out for war
as long ago as last May. It does not do any-
thing foolish. The Burke-Wadswarth bill was
undoubtedly one of the most important pieces
of legislation to come before Congress in the
history of the republic, and the Times’ calm,
in the light of its excitement, when faced with
mild proposals like the 1938 Reorganization
Bill, was remarkable. It really was excited. It
was trembling all over. It only thought that
if everybody kept quiet the public weuldn’t
know what happened till it was all over. In
the month of July, when hearings on the bill
were being held, the Times carried a story
every day, but only four times in that period
did the story appear anywhere ahead of page
fifteen. It reluctantly reported that certain
trade union leaders opposed conscription, but
luckily no fewer than fifty-two indi-
viduals and groups were for it, including
the Pelham Preparedness Council, the presi-
dents of Harvard, Princeton, General Motors,
and the United States, 400 young men,” the
mayor of San Francisco, ex-members of New
York Natiomal Guard Squadron A, and as-
sorted Princeton alumni, industrialists, and
retired brigadier generals. Colonel Adler spoke
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| four times for the bill. What clinched the

matter for the Times was when the demon-
strated leaders who had paid $100 apiece
for their outing at Plattsburg passed a
resolution for it, which was not surprising
in view of the fact that the Military Training
Camps Association had been revived for that
single purpose, and $250,000 had been ap-
propriated to get groups to pass that kind of
resolution. The T'imes felt that nobody could
oppose conscription after that, and in the pages
aof the Times, almost nobady did.

A fact which gratifies Colonel Adler and
Mr. Sulzberger is that when Roasevelt, in
June, wanted a newspaper to carry an edi-
torial in favor of conscription which he could
comment on approvingly in a press conference,
he chose the Times. The Times ran an edi-
torial, Roosevelt commented on it favorably,
and less than four months later the conscrip-
tion bill was passed, proving to the Times
that democracies can act. New York’s com-
mercial newspapers divided on the conscription
bill in the following manner:

The Times—For.

The Herald Tribune—For.
The World-Telegram—For.
The Post—For.

The Daily News—For.

The Sun—For.

PM—For.

The Daily Mirror—For.

The Journal & American—For

All the papers were on the same bandwagon,
but the Times was driving. The press has fre-
quently acted in unison in the last few years.
Newspapers in industrial communities act to-
gether during strikes. They act together in
wartime. They are acting together right now.
As everyone knows, in the United States there
is no Cabinet portfolio for propaganda, and
this uniform reaction has encouraged some per-
sons to believe that the provisions in the army’s
M-Day plans for regimenting the press will
not have to be put into effect. Unfortunately,
the labor press-did not exhibit the same agree-
able cooperation, and the Times, with a cir-
culation of 1,500,000 and a great deal of self-
esteem, may have to submit to regimentation
to enable the government to get at the labor
press.

THE PRESS FALLS IN

It is by no means certain that this regi-
mentation has not already begun. Reporters
who covered last summer’s Havana confer-
ence submitted their credentials to represen-
tatives of the State Department, and were
told what the Department wished them to
write. The only way to get news at Havana
was to attend the press conferences. Several
correspondents who speculated about what
was occurring behind the locked doers of the
Hotel Nacional received a rebuke from kindly
old Secretary Hull himself. Secretary Hull
had the power of excluding them from the press
conferences, which in the end he did not
have to do. A few weeks later Secretary of
Navy Knox did an astonishing thing. He wrote

an introduction for a report on the destruc-

- tion of France, written by his personal repre-

sentative, Col. William Donovan, in collab-
oration with the head of the European staff
of the secretary’s newspaper, Edgar Ansel
Mowrer, and issued it free with the United

| States seal of approval. He was not acting as

a newspaper publisher, but as Secretary of
Navy; the lies and half truths with which the
report was full were included for a specific
purpose, which was not explained in the re-
port. When Ambassador William Bullitt gave
his speech about France, using the same ap-
proach, the State Department took unusual
pains to let the public know that what he said
was an official expression of the Department’s
views. Virtually no news now comes out of
Woashington except in the form of mimeo-
graphed press releases. Every Washington dis-
patch in the Times, and to an increasing ex-
tent in other papers too, has to be examined
closely to determine why the State Depart-
ment, or some other government agency, se-
lected that particular moment to disseminate
that particular item of misinformation. The
most ironic comment on the nature of the
recent presidential campaign was when the
T'imes, which had become so intimate with the
Roosevelt administration that it amounted to
a semi-official organ, came out for Willkie.
The editorial page maintained stoutly that
there was so a difference between Roosevelt
and Willkie, but this was just one of the occa-
sions when the editorial writers didn’t read
the rest of the paper.

THE WOMEN

Since the enactment of the conscription bill
the Times has been functioning hopefully as
a kind of army house organ, running a page
or two a day about the humorous side of life
at Fort Dix, where Colonel Adler is fatten-
ing up soldiers from the New York area. Most
of these stories seem to have been written by
the Times Plattsburg correspondent and they
are designed ‘to make life in the army so at-
tractive to the young that they will join up
immediately without waiting to be drafted.
Lily Pons, we learn from the Times, is will-
ing to become a cook at Fort Dix. So far the
Times has portrayed Fort Dix as a kind of
combination Jack and Charlie’s and Boy Scout
camp. Meanwhile, it is still driving the band-
wagon. When Robert Jackson and Sidney
Hillman beat such a hasty retreat the other
day on the question of defense contracts to
Woagner act violators it was because of a stern
editorial in the Times saying that the list of
Wagner act violators read like a bluebook of
American industry. The Times had violated
the Wagner act itself. Colonel Adler, in intgr-
vals between frowning fiercely at new arrivals
at Fort Dix, gave speeches saying that con-
scription was only the beginning. Men between
twenty-one and thirty-five had registered ; now
how about women? Women readers of the
Times are shifting uneasily under Colonel
Adler’s gaze. The man is not satisfied. But he
has never been happier in his life,

Danier Topp.
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Corn and Cannon Fodder

Simon W. Gerson reports from Iowa where the farmers say “No, thank you” to the lure of
“wartime prosperity.” What’s doing down on the farm.

Des Moines, Iowa.

INSIDE the road cafe somebody dropped a

nickel in the juke box to play Is I¢ Love,

or Is It Conscription? (Vaughn Monroe
and His Orchestra). Outside, the station at-
tendant was filling the gas tank. He grinned
at my question on the draft.

“Mister,” he laughed, “I got a waydown
number, a wife and two kids to support and,
boy, am I physically unfit.”

That was my introduction to the war at-
titude of the Union’s wealthiest agricultural
state; and it was fairly typical. This is, of
course, only casual evidence but proof of a
more tangible sort is not lacking that there
is a powerful, unorganized sub-surface senti-
ment in Iowa against participation in the war.

They were completing the election can-
vass when I got to Des Moines and the
final figures underlined what everybody knew :
that after carrying the state in 1932 by 184,-
000 and in 1936 by 134,000, Roosevelt lost
to Willkie in 1940 by about 40,000 votes.
Local Roosevelt supporters argue that the
farm population of German extraction was
decisive. Actually, however, they know this
to be untrue. Most of the Iowa German stock,
as a matter of fact, is descended from the
democrats who fled the fatherland in 1848.
It is anti-Hitler. Pro-Nazi sentiment and
organization among these people is negligible.

This is not to say that Roosevelt did
not get a heavy farm vote. He did. AAA
benefits, won after bitter struggles by the
farmers with support from city labor and
progressives, have undoubtedly shaken the
congenital Republicanism of the Midwest
farmer. But FDR’s loss of ground in Iowa
can be explained no other way than by refer-
ence to his foreign policies. Certainly, AAA
benefits were not appreciably smaller. Cer-
tainly, the crop was not bad—it was very
good, in fact. While the third term was a
factor it caused no such perturbation as the
President’s attitude on the crucial war ques-
tion. The Midwest simply does not share the
feverish attitude of the Eastern seaboard in-
cessantly bombarded by the “invasion” propa-
ganda.

DOMESTIC POLICIES

Another explanation for the heavy Willkie
vote in Iowa’s small towns must also be
sought in the domestic policies of the New
Deal. The small business man sees the monopo-
lies making money hand over fist. He reads
propaganda that city workers are pulling
down high wages. He knows that the unem-
ployed were receiving some form of relief.
He has actually cashed AAA checks for his
farmer friends. Everybody else, he feels, is
getting something from Washington while his
existence is daily becoming more precarious.
He placed the blame squarely at the door of

the New Deal. Thus it was that the towns,
as differentiated from the big cities where
labor generally voted Democratic, went solid-
ly for Willkie.

Additional evidence of the anti-involvement
mood of the Iowa farmers is to be found in
the congressional votes on conscription. Eight
of the nine Iowa representatives voted against
the Burke-Wadsworth bill. All eight who
voted against the peacetime draft were re-
elected by comfortable majorities and the
ninth, who had considerable difficulties in
1938, managed to squeeze through.

A random canvass of youth sentiment
taken by the Des Moines Register at the
state fair is rather convincing proof that
the congressmen knew what the people back
home were thinking. “None,” wrote the Reg-
ister reporter about the youngsters, “‘said he
was ‘anxious to go to war.” Something of
a masterpiece of understatement, -that. The
lads, where not flatly against the draft,
were cagy. “‘I think a lot of us will be needed
on the farms,” twenty-year-old farmer Robert
Bastow solemnly told the reporter. Another
farmer’s son, Jack Smith, looked the reporter
straight in the eye. “I was graduated from
East High School last June and am going
to Iowa State College this year,” he said.
“Conscription is okay with me if they exempt
those attending college.”

While the Register has taken some inter-
esting polls, it has not drawn the necessary
conclusions. Gardner Cowles, its owner, is
also boss of the Minneapolis Star-Journai,
Look magazine, and a number of radio sta-
tions. He is known as one of the Midwest’s
ideological leaders, Iowa’s loudest drum-
beater for war via the aid-to-Britain route.
Mirs. Gardner Cowles, incidentally, is head
of the local Bundles for Britain, Inc. After
Ambassador to England Joseph P. Kennedy
spilled the beans on the British empire, the

Register led a furious attack in a lead edi-

. torial entitled “What Is the Man Driving

At?”’

Organized labor is as yet a minor factor

“in the state. Both AFL and CIO organiza-

tions, with a few notable exceptions, have
been inactive on the war question. Funda-
mental in any gauge of Iowa public opinion
is the attitude of the farmer towards war
prices. In 1914-18 the mirage of war pros-
perity danced crazily over the prairies. Mid-
west farmers hocked family pianos to acquire
new acreage for $2 corn and fodder for $20
hogs. But the fever that seared the lowa
loam was soon washed away by a wave of
falling prices and foreclosures. Fortunes
melted and millions of dollars’ worth of prop-
erties found their way into the hands of the
banks and insurance companies. The farmers
have never forgotten the black, post-war pe-
riod. Not pacifism but bitter experience has
brought them the understanding that there’s
no gold in the faraway hills of Europe.

NO ROAD TO PROSPERITY

I got that view from farmers but checked
it with other sources and found a surpris-
ing unanimity. Big, baldish Jim Russell,
veteran farm editor of the Des Moines Regis-
ter and Tribune and the Midwest’s most
prominent agricultural writer, was emphatic
on the point. He repeated my question
thoughtfully: “Do farmers feel that war will
bring back farm prosperity? One year ago I
would have answered unqualifiedly yes; to-
day the answer is no. About September of
last year many Iowa farmers got excited about
the possibility of selling a lot of corn and
pork to the Allies. Then Canada placed an
embargo on pork, which hit Iowa hog raisers
hard. No, sir, they certainly don’t view war
as the road to farm prosperity.”

Iowa farmers know that England won’t
buy American foodstuffs in quantities suffi-
cient to affect farm prices here unless credit
is extended. They know that the business of
loans and war debts is simply a repetition
of the 1917- madness. While there is anti-
Hitler feeling and sympathy for England it
does not reach the point of willingness to ex-
tend large scale credits and send American
boys abroad. There is also a certain dislike
for England which stems from British finan-
cial control over the international grain mar-
ket at Liverpool.

Charley Speck, an old farmer whose home
we visited, rummaged through a mass of
mimeographed documents to show us the
figures proving that farm exports have
dropped disastrously. (These Iowa farmers
study figures to an extent no city dweller
can conceive. Maybe it’s because they’re fun-
damentally business men in outlook—the aver-
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age lowa farm is 160 acres and is worth about
$12,000.)

“Look,” said Charley, “look at the per-
centage drop of US farm exports in January-
July 1940 from the average export of the
same period during the years 1924-29:

Pork ... 72.8
Lard .. ..oiiiiiiiiiiiii 69.2
Wheat ........coiviiiiivnnnnn. 66.2
Apples (fresh) ................ 85.3
Tobacco (leaf) ............... 38.6
Cotton . ..o 9.9

“You see, the bottom dropped out of farm
exports. Canada won’t take cur pork. France
isn’t a customer and England is buying wheat
and beef from Argentine. Meanwhile, as a
result of war orders, exports from the United
States were $1,000,000,000 higher during
the last twelve months than last year. Yessir,
somebody’s making money out of the war but
it’s not the farmer.”

This Charley Speck, incidentally, is a rare
Iowa character. Communist candidate for
governor in 1940, this tall, rawboned farmer’s
eyes blaze with a prophetic vision when he
discusses the farmer’s woes. With the aid of
his wife and three children, he gets out an
eight-page weekly mimeographed newspaper,
the Spotlight. Each week from his ancient
typewriter and mimeograph machine he is-
sues a new attack on capitalist politicians,
with special, homely barbs reserved for those
closest home. His office in times of terror has
been a cornfield where the mimeograph ma-
chine could be cranked in the shelter of the
silk-tasseled grain. After the 1929 crash
Charley and a group of fellow farmers in
Crawford County helped organize the Farm-
ers Holiday Association and they held those
famous penny sales.

PENNY SALES

“Yessir,” he reminisced, “those were the
days. Back in 1933, we’d all get together
when a neighbor was to be sold out and we’d
bid for the farm. Of course”—here his eyes
twinkled mischievously—‘“we weren’t spend-
thrifts. We'd bid two cents for a chair, a
nickel for a table, and maybe a dime for a
piece of farm machinery. We’d spend maybe
as high as two dollars for a fellow’s farm.
Then we'd give it back to 'im.”

There were occasional minor interrup-
tions. A representative of a bank or insurance
company would come around and try to bid
up the price. One offer which indicated the
city feller’s extravagant notions of the value
of farm equipment or furniture was sufficient
to bring to his side a group of lanky farmers.
Said Charley gravely, “We'd kind of usher
him out of the grounds politely.”

So widespread did the penny-sale move-
ment become, and so vigorous was the strug-
gle against the efforts of sheriffs’ deputies
to interfere, that in one county the Na-
tional Guard was called out, fifty-five arrests
were made, and twenty-two farmers were
convicted for contempt of court.

Charley sighed. “Those were some days.”

The economic plight of the farmers today
is not of the same character as in 1933. But
the Triple A and Henry Wallace are still
major subjects for debate wherever rural folk
gather, much more, in fact, than even foreign
policy. This also extends to the youngsters.
One high school teacher told me that in a
pre-election debate which she had organized
the youngsters in her ‘class discussed the
merits of the two major parties almost ex-
clusively from the point of view of the effect
of the New Deal on corn and hog prices.
On the whole most Iowa farmers have signed
up under the AAA and are reconciled to
some degree of federal regulation. To the
extent that it provides cash benefits and a
floor to corn prices the AAA is widely sup-
ported by the producers.

“They also like the principle of soil con-
servation,” explained Frank North, a huge,
sandy-haired successful farmer, one-time
leader of the 1933 holiday movement. “You
see,” he patiently explained to me as I sat
in the Speck living room, “corn is a depleting
crop while alfalfa and clover are conserving
crops.”

The Speck family and neighbors who had
come in to visit nodded agreement as North
explained the facts of rural life to the city
visitors. “The Iowa farmers,” North con-
tinued, “would like to raise all the corn they
could but they know there’s a surplus. They
were real sore at Washington for the pig-
killing and plowing-under business but they
do understand the need for something like
the AAA. Of course, it works out to . the
greatést advantage of the big farmer. You
take corn now. The sealing price, that’s the
price at which the government will take
your corn and seal your ‘corn crib, will be
about 61 cents a bushel this year. Corn
is now selling at about 47 or 48 cents.
But the poorer farmer can’t wait. He’s
got to have groceries right now. So he

.hauls his corn to market and sells it at

the current price while the big fellow sits
back and waits for the government price.
Sometimes the wealthy farmer will seal all
his own corn and buy up his poor neighbors’
corn at distress prices and feed it to his own
hogs.

“Prices are nowhere near cost-of-produc-
tion or parity level. If you figure taxes and
everything the cost of production of a bushel
of corn is more than 80 cents. But the farmers
keep hoping for a better crop next season.”
He chuckled. “This is the greatest ‘next-year
country’ in the world.”

A lot of them keep hoping, but the trend,
even in this prosperous farm state, is toward
gradual dispossession of the farmer from his
land. Tenancy has increased from about 10
percent in 1910 to 58 percent in 1940. Even
where nominal ownership exists there is a
huge debt load. More than 90 percent of
the owner-operated farms are under heavy
mortgage and about 24 percent are now
owned by banks, insurance companies, and
the government. If distress here is less acute

than in other farm areas it is due to the
amazing fertility of the soil and the absence
of drought. The relative advantage of Iowa
compared to other farm states is shown by
the estimated 1940 farm income of $700,000,-
000 contrasted with $735,000,000 in 1929.
In terms of purchasing power this year’s Iowa
farm income will buy about as much as that
year’s. The difference, however, lies in its
distribution—fewer farmers will benefit from

it than did in 1929.
EDUCATION

But the superficial story of a comparatively
prosperous year by no means tells the whole
Jowa story. I got a side glance at the status
of education in this prairie state when I
bumped into the convention of the Iowa
State Teachers Association in Des Moines.
Shepherded by their superintendents and the
Chamber of Commerce, 10,000 Iowa teachers,
about 90 percent of them women, listened to
speeches on “The Place of the School in De-
fense.” There was little or no discussion on
teachers’ salaries, for the very good reason that
the subject is a painful one. The state mini-
mum for teachers is $40 a month (with
board). One teacher told me of a friend who
had applied for a job in a small town and was
told she could have it at $35 a month. “But
$40 is the state minimum,” she protested.
“Okay,” said the school board head, ‘“you can
have forty but you'll have to provide the coal
this winter for the school yourself.”

Apart from the economic hardships, moral
restrictions are severe, and woe to the teacher
who dares to smoke a cigarette or drink a
cocktail in this prohibition-ridden, Bible Belt
state. Reading is not encouraged, either. Some
idea of the cultural situation may be gleaned
from the fact that the Garner (Ia.) public
library has one copy of The Grapes of Wrath.
In another town a librarian timidly asked a
teacher whether she had read Kitty Foyle and
would it be proper to include it in the town’s
collection? The Grapes of Wrath, of course,
was out. Obscene, she said.

Under the circumstances, youngsters live
on a steady diet of pulp magazines. They are
so bored with small town and farm life that
in their craving for excitement the high
school, junior college, and college youngsters
look forward with real anticipation to the
federal government’s student aviation pro-
gram. Teachers told me that the lack of an
economic future—the farms can generally sup-
port only the eldest son, not the others—
and the extreme monotony of farm life on
the prairies are the chief reason for consider-
able enlistment in the armed forces. It is
not surprising, therefore, that an unusually
high percentage of recruitment in the navy is
from Iowa. On Navy Day one whole store-
front in the town of Britt was literally plas-
tered with pictures of hometown boys in the
fleet. They may want excitement but none is
“anxious for war.” And they still don’t want
to be drafted.

Simon W. GErson.
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Behind the Arrest of Nehru

Three hundred million in Britain’s greatest colony strive for freedom. How London deals with
their aspirations. Thousands arrested and interned. Gandhi’s role.

' HE decision of Gandhi and his sup-
I porters in the leadership of the Indian
National Congress to withdraw the
threat of mass civil disobedience and limit the
struggle for independence to passive resistance
has come as a great surprise to many observers.
The clue to this, Mr. Gandhi’s latest change
of tactics, and much else in recent Indian his-
tory, lies in an understanding of the basic
geometry of the forces operating in India—
the triangular conflict of British imperialism
versus the Indian bourgeoisie versus the peas-
ants, industrial workers, and lower middle
class of India—and the tensions arising out
of the war.

The profound dislocation and demands
arising out of the present war have somewhat
modified the classical British policy of re-
straining the growth of industry in India by
means of tariff control and the manipulation
of exchange rates. This modification was
alluded to last winter by Sir Jeremy Raisman,
finance member of the government of India,
when, in the course of a broadcast from New
Delhi, he declared: “India is no doubt one of
the countries, and the present is one of the
times, in which a war is productive of certain
advantages.”

REASONS

There have been very important reasons for
this modification of policy. The threatened
invasion of England, the Italo-German drive
toward Suez, and increasing Japanese activity
in Southeast Asia have all emphasized the
vulnerability of an empire whose economic life
is highly centralized and dependent on long
lines of communication. The desire on the part
of Great Britain to overcome this was the
raison d’etre of the ‘“Eastern Group Con-
ference” held at New Delhi on Oct. 25, 1940.
Plans were laid whereby India, Burma, Ma-
laya, South Africa, East Africa, New Zealand,
Australia, and other possessions in the new
British economic zone east of the Suez Canal
might expand existing and potential resources
to provide an economic base for the war ma-
chine in the Near East and concurrently sup-
ply funds for purchases abroad, particularly in
the United States, by increasing production
for export.

As a consequence of these developments, the
iron and steel industry in India is working at
full capacity and plans are laid to push the
production of steel from the prewar level of

900,000 tons to 1,250,000 tons. In June the |

government announced the allocation of
£250,000 for the expansion of arsenals. Skilled
craftsmen have been conscripted for war in-
dustries. Rifles, machine-guns, 6-inch guns and
6-inch howitzers, small arms, ammunition, and
shells, as well as structural steel for Near
Eastern fortifications, are being produced. The

Indian Aircraft Company, with a capital of
£3,750,000, is erecting a factory at Bangalore
to build warplanes under expert American
supervision. The Indian branches of the Gen-
eral Motors and Ford organizations are ex-
panding their assembly plants to provide the
military authorities with an additional 25,000
motor ‘vehicles a year. The Indian chemical
industry is turning out a wide variety of war-
time needs. Shipyards in Bombay and along
the Hooghly are busy building naval and mer-
chant vessels. At the end of July arrangements
were completed for the establishment of an
aluminum industry in North Travancore to
meet the needs of the expanding munitions and
armaments industries, and arrangements were
made to exempt alumina imports into India
from tariff duty for a limited period. As a
consequence of these activities, India’s manu-
facture of war supplies has increased twelve-
fold. .

The same process is occurring in subsidiary
industries. The jute industry has received
orders for over £8,000,000 of material, and
already over a million Indian jute sandbags
are cushioning Great Britain against air at-
tacks. The entire output of the Indian woolea
mill industry has been taken over for British
military requirements, while the shoe industry
has received an order for £720,000 worth of
army boots, to be manufactured at the rate of
125,000 pairs monthly.

In the course of this industrial' expansion
and increased purchases of Indian raw ma-
terials, a relatively small group of Indian
bankers, industrialists, and speculators, with
a disparate political influence, have been
drawn closer to London on the basis of their
share in the profits being harvested. This dual
process of increasing profits and closer col-
laboration was indicated in the financial re-
port of the chairman of the National Bank of
India who last spring announced a 16 percent
dividend and declared that the bank had in-
vested over £13,000,000 in British and Indian
government securities. There is little doubt
that the desire to wean increasing sections of
the Indian bourgeoisie away from nationalism
has been an important consideration in this
seemingly generous part of British policy. On
the other hand, there is no guarantee that if
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and when the present emergency is over, these
temporary concessions will not be withdrawn,
very much as they were after the first world
war.

In discussing this exploitation of the Indian
economy Gandhi declared, in Harijan on May
25, 1940, that the resources of India ‘“‘are
being utilized at the will of the British Cabinet
. . . and Britain will drain the dependency dry
as she has done in the past.”” He was not as
explicit as Sir Jeremy Raisman who, in his
above-mentioned broadcast, went on to indi-
cate that it was the human resources of India
that were to be drained most severely, when
he declared: “. .. we must expect a compara-
tive worsening in the position of the urban in-
dustrial population and generally of those
classes with fixed incomes.”

The first year of the war has demonstrated
this to be a very moderate statement. In the
jute industry, for example, hours were ex-
tended from forty-five to fifty-four and then
to sixty as a consequence of the rush of war
orders. When the union requested a “dearness
allowance” to meet the steep rise in living costs
which came with wartime profiteering and in-
creased taxes, the Bengal Millowners Associ-
ation told the union that it must await the
time “when trade conditions improve.” War-
time burdens were further increased last July
by a Viceregal ordinance authorizing employ-
ers to make deductions from workers’ wages
for the purpose of contributing to the war
funds. In Cawnpore, scene of the great textile
strike in 1938 and many demands for increased
wages this past year, a punitive tax, amounting
to two weeks' salary per worker, was levied
to defray the cost of policing the town.

THE PEASANTS

The peasants, already suffering under the
combined burden of a semi-feudal economy
and the post-war agricultural crisis, have not
escaped. In many areas a levy on every plough
has been imposed for the purpose of extracting
war contributions. Despite the fact that the
price of manufactured goods has risen 25 to 50
percent, any possibility of obtaining better
prices for crops has been carefully precluded
by government action. Thus, in the first six
months of the war, the prices of refined sugar
rose by some 25 percent, but the price for
sugar cane paid to the peasant cultivator was
pegged by theé government at 834 annas per
maund ($.0066 per pound) and kept there.
Later, when the increase in cultivation, made
on the promise of better prices, brought down
the price of refined sugar, the government
pulled the bottom out of the market by with-
drawing the fixed price. This enabled the
British purchasing commission to get a better
price, but it also brought “millions of people
. . . to the verge of ruin” according to Nehru.
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The lower middle class has suffered concur-
rently. Government employees have had to
contend with forced contributions to war
funds and the skyrocketing of living costs.
With 70 percent of the Indian budget devoted
to military expenditures, the quality of the
restricted educational opportunities offered In-
dian students has deteriorated. Small shop
aowners have suffered with their customers.

" The addition of these burdens to those al-
ready borne by the overburdened masses of
India has not been accepted passively. The
drastic censorship of the cables conceals a
development of unrest which twe-month old
newspapers and correspondence reveal as rank-
ing with the great movements of 1919-22 and
1930-31. The chief characteristic has been an
unprecedented independence on the part of
peasants’ and workers’ arganizations, which
have carried on their agitation and activities
frequently without the support of the leader-
ship of the Congress, and sometimes in the
face of opposition from Congress leaders.
Thus, on Oct. 2, 1939, while the Cengress
leaders were engaged in lengthy diplomatic
interchanges with the viceroy, 90,000 Bombay
workers carried out a one-day political strike
against the war and the repressive measures
of the government, the first anti-war mass
strike in any of the countries involved in the
war. This set off a wave of strikes which
affected virtually every industrial town in
India. :

In the course of defending living standaxds,
there has been a number of netable examples
of cooperation among the groups affected. In
many districts there were instances of peasants
and workers demonstrating together against
profiteering. On Independence Day, Jan. 26,
1940, more than fifty factories were halted by
strikes, while student strikers closed many
schools. Joint strikes against the arrests of
labor and student leaders have taken place in
Calcutta, Lucknow, and elsewhere. Student
“cultural brigades” have toured the country-
side. Last March many Bombay shopowners
closed their shops in support of the strike of
the Girni Kamgar textile union, which was
out on strike,

FRICTION

There has been a number of examples of
friction between these organizations and cer-
tain sections of the leadership of the Congress.
‘Fhus, in the above-mentioned textile strike in
Bombay, 140,000 textile workers, representing
90 .percent of those employed in the industry,
were out on strike for six weeks, after de-
mands far a 25 percent wage increase to meet
increased living costs had been rejected. The
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee was
approached for a -contribution to strike relief
funds, but this was refused. Speakers at the
All-India Kisan (peasant) Conference, held
at about the same time, attacked the “weak-
kneed policy” and the “vacillating and com-
promising tendencies” of the Congress leader-
ship, calling for the immediate initiation of
civil disobedience. Subhas Chandra Bose,
energetic leader of the Forward Bloc, moved

closer and closer to these organizations as the
Congress leadership rejected his demand for
immediate action for independence. At the
All-India Conference of the Forward Bloc,
held late last spring, he suggested that the
Forward Bloc immediately go out into the
country with the rallying cry—"“all power to
the Indian people!”

ARRESTS

Perhaps the best method of indicating the
depth and breadth of the storm gathering in
India would be to list the names and organiza-
tions of the leaders who have been arrested in

the course of these struggles. Such a list, how- |

ever, would double the length of this article
and read like a directory of the leaders of the
kisan sabhas (peasant unions), mazdoor sabhas
(workers’ organizations), the Forward Bloc,
the militant Congress Socialist Party, and the
States Peoples Conference. Virtually every day
during June and July, Nehru's paper, the
National Herald, filled two or more columns
with items on arrests, under the head “The
March of Repression.” A significant indication
of the nature of the movement is the fact that
those arrested, with perhaps the exception of
Bose, leader of the Forward Bloc, and Dr.
Lohia, former Foreign Secretary of the Con-
gress, are not well known outside of India.
They do represent, however, a cross-section of
the vast netweork of organizations which cover
the Indian subcontinent.

Various techniques have been used in the
decapitation of these organizations, with heavy
reliance being laid on the elastic provisions of
the Defense of India Regulations, under which
virtually anything said in opposition to govern-
ment policies can be construed as a criminal
offense. The All-India Kisan Sabha lost three
successive general secretaries in this way, be-
ginning with Swami Sahajanand, who died in
prison. In other cases, all the leading personnel
of organizations were arrested at one fell
swoop. Mlost of those arrested are interned,
but in the case of many labor organizers, some
are ‘‘externed,” i.e. banned from sites of
former organizing activity, in the czarist man-
ner. Despite the number of these arrests,
mounting to over a thousand in Bengal alone,
the number of leaders produced by the needs
of the time does not seem to be diminishing.

It is necessary, in order to complete our
triangle and come to grips with the present
problem, to examine how the Indian bour-
geoisie regards this growing unrest. The post-
war history of India has made it abundantly
clear that Indian industry has received con-
cessions from the British when the boycotts of
a mass nationalist movement have strengthened
its bargaining position. It has also shown
that these concessions have frequently been lost
when this threat has been removed by the de-
cline of the mass nationalist movement. At
the same time, these mass campaigns have had
to be built on the basic economic needs of the
poverty-stricken Indian population, and have
frequently not only run counter to the im-
mediate interests of particular sections of the
Indian bourgeoisie but have conjured up the
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specter of its ultimate replacement as a class.
Indian bankers, landlords, and industrialists
realize that British domination has kept them
weak in the face of peasant and labor unrest
which has advanced at an unparalleled rate
and has taken on an increasingly radical
character.

It is this contradictory position of the In-
dian middle class, midway between the most
elaborate finance-capitalist domination of the
London City on the one side and the lowest
level of protesting misery on the other, and
requiring and opposing each of them, which
has produced the vacillations and compromises
that have characterized its every pelitical
move. This dilemma is expressing itself in its
sharpest form at the present when, as a conse-
quence of British involvement in the war and
the strength of the mass movement, the inde-
pendence of India looms as an active possi-
bility.

BOURGEOIS HOPE

The political reflection of this position has
been the necessity of exerting pressure con-
currently upon the British and the nationalist
movement. In the pursuit of these aims, all
the hopes of the Indianm bourgeoisie during the
past two decades have been fixed on Gandhi
as a man able to steer a course midway be-
tween the Scylla and Charybdis of imperialism
and revolution, unleashing just enough of the
mass movement to drive a -successful bargain,
and at the same time restraining it sufficiently
to save India from revolution. Gandhi’s own
recognition of this course is revealed in a letter
to the viceroy on March 2, 1930: “It is my
purpose to set in motion that force [non-
violence] as well against the organized . . .
force of the British rule as the unorganized
. . . force of the growing party of violence.”

The political instrument of bourgeois policy
has been “non-violence” or “passive resistance’”’
turned on and off at the dictate of Gandhi.
Every time a mass non-violence campaign has
gotten under way which threatens to shift the
direction of the goal, Gandhi has balked. Thus
in the Bardoli decision which Gandhi extracted
from the Congress Working Committee on
Feb. 12, 1922, civil disobedience was called off
three days after the viceroy sent the following
telegram to the secretary of state for India:

The lower classes in the towns have been seri-
ously affected by the non-cooperation movement. . . .
In certain areas the peasantry have been affected,
particularly in parts of the Assam Valley, United
Provinces, Bihar and Orissa and Bengal. . . . A
large proportion of the Mohammedan population
throughout the country are embittered and sullen.
. « . The government are prepared for disorder of
a more formidable nature than has in the past oc-
curred, and do not seek to minimize in any way
the fact that great anxiety is caused by the situ-
ation.

In 1931 the Gandhi-Irwin agreement also
cut off the civil disobedience movement at a
time when it was reaching its height. In it not
a single concrete step toward self-government
was realized except the right of peaceful boy-
cott, an important weapon in the armory of
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native millowners. At the present, prepara-
tions for a mass civil disobedience campaign
have been called off, but not before there was
adequate testimony of the potentialities of such
a movement under present conditions. Gandhi
himself revealed the significance of this factor
in his considerations, in a statement in Harijan
last January:

It has been suggested to me by a Congressman
wielding great influence that as soon as I declared
civil disobedience I would find a staggering response
this time. The whole labor world and the kisans
[peasants] in many parts of India will, he assures
me, declare a simultaneous strike. . . . I told him
that if that happened I should be most embarrassed
and all my plans would be upset. . . . I hope I am
not expected kmowingly to undertake a fight that
must end in anarchy and red ruin.

It is perhaps not insignificant that Gandhi’s
declaration on September 18 that “civil dis-
obedience would be definitely restricted to
freedom of speech, provided it is absolutely
non-violent” was revealed to the world at a
press interview in the Bombay mansion of
Rameshwar Das Birla, multi-millionaire In-
dian industrialist and friend of Gandhi.

Gandhi’s support for Britain, expressed as
a “desire not to embarrass” the British war
effort, despite the fact that neither the British
nor their opponents are using ‘‘non-violence,”
is explainable as an admission that non-
violence cannot be effective for the protection
of India, or an indication that British bayonets
are still desired to maintain internal as well as
external security, or a reflection of the desire
on the part of the bourgeoisie to put off the
final struggle, apparently in the hope that dur-
ing the war, as a result of the growth and
“Indianization” of the army and the expansion
of industry, the Indian middle class will
strengthen its position with regard to both its
opponents. It may contain elements of all three.

. This compromise, expressing itself as a de-
sire to put off any final struggle for power,
cannot have any stable basis unless the Indian
bourgeoisie is willing to abdicate its leadership
of the nationalist movement, which is ex-
tremely dubious. The instability of this com-
promise is based mainly on the fact that Lon-
don is not actually making any major con-
cession to the Indian bourgeoisie as a whole,
and is, on the contrary, excluding them from
the main fields of profit making. Thus the
expansion of the chemical industry in India is
strengthening the position of the British trust,
Imperial Chemical Industries. The establish-
ment of the aluminum industry in Travancore
is being financed by a syndicate of British and
Canadian industrialists. The Tata Iron and
Steel Company, which was the leading native
industrialist concern outside of the cotton in-
dustry, has already passed under the control
of the British-owned Bengal Iron Company.
Early last spring the Indian government in-
troduced an Excess Profits Tax Bill whose
provisions threatened to dislodge Indians from
the precarious foothold they have obtained in
certain branches of industry by discriminating
in favor of the larger firms, generally under

“But if Hitler ever got to India wouldn’t Nehru be imprisoned?”

British control. About the same time a state-
ment by the Governor of the Reserve Bank
revealed plans to illegalize more than half of
the “non-scheduled” banks, a field predomi-
nantly occupied by Indian banking capital. In
the army the British have been careful to re-
cruit their officers from the feudal nobility,
and have further safeguarded against losing
control by exploiting language, religious, and
geographical differences.

Any attempt on the part of the bourgeoisie
to compensate for these British encroachments
by intensifying the exploitation of the re-
mainder of the population would be to commit
the same type of mistake made by Chiang
Kai-shek and the Shanghai bankers and in-
dustrialists in 1927. A step in this direction
would not only encourage the intensification
of British domination, but would also result
in the surrender of the most important weapon
in the hands of the Indian bourgeoisie—the
leadership of the nationalist movement. At the
same time it is important to realize that this

mass unrest cannot be stopped unless the eco-
nomic strains producing it are alleviated.
This, then, is the pesition of the Indian
bourgeoisie. To postpone the struggle or to
become the police agent of the British is te
retreat still further economically and to abdi-
cate the leadership of the nationalist move-
ment. Retention of the leadership of the In-
dian nationalist movement under present con-
ditions must be postulated on an alleviation
of the hard lot of the Indian masses by with-
drawing India from the war, or by forcing
British investors in India to foot the bill for
the defense of their £1,000,000,000 invest-
ment—either of which must mean a resolute
struggle with the cooperation of the masses.
In any case, the decision is a difficult one,
made doubly so by the war situation. If the
news about Gandhi and the Congress leader-
ship is confused and contradictory, it is merely
because Mr. Gandhi cannot decide with which
angle of the triangle to make common cause.
ANDREW RoOTH.
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Fixing Brains for War

Some nabobs of the American Psychiatric Association want to mobilize their profession for the
slaughter. Their theory and their program. Who’s a psychopath?

NLY a few weeks after the outbreak
O of war abroad, the program com-

mittee of the American Psychiatric
Association arranged a special session on
“psychiatry and military mobilization” for
the association’s annual congress. At the same
time personal questionnaires asking for mili-
tary and biographic information were sent to
psychiatrists throughout the country; district
leaders were assigned to see that the organiza-
tion of this information proceeded efficiently.
A field representative of the influential Na-
tional Committee for Mental Hygiene began
to contact high government and military of-
ficials to impress upon them the importance
of psychiatry in wartime. At the Psychiatric
Congress held in May, a Canadian was
elected to the presidency and a pro-British
resolution was pushed through. At a meeting
of the American Neurological Association held
in June another pro-British resolution was
passed. Dr. Foster Kennedy, a British-born
neurologist, made an address in which he at-
tacked a petition opposing war and urging
the maintenance of peace which had been
signed by 500 scientists and sponsored by the
American Association of Scientific Workers.
One of the signers, Prof. Anton J. Carlson,
the distinguished physiologist and honored
guest of the gathering, left the meeting in
protest.

These developments were not sudden. A
newly endowed journal called Psychiatry,
edited by a group of Washington, D. C., psy-
chiatrists, has for some time past been par-
ticularly open and active in urging a closer
coordination of psychiatry with government
policies. It has published a number of articles
on ‘military defense and propaganda reflecting
the feeling among many leading psychiatrists
that their profession was belittled or neglected
in the first world war. As long ago as Feb-
ruary of last year Psychiatry featured an
article on “The Utilization of Psychiatry in
the Armed Forces” by Assist. Surg. Gen.
Dallas G. Sutton of the US Navy, who stated
that “the scope of psychiatric endeavor will
be materially extended in the event of an-
other national emergency,” and quoted with
approval a memorandum put out by the
William Alanson White Psychiatric Founda-
tion. Since this memorandum presents a
fairly complete outline of the plans of these
psychiatric circles it may be quoted at some
length. It says:

War is a unitary performance of the whole
people. The processes going on in the “home front”
must be coordinated exactly with the combat arm;
the entire socio-economic structure has to be united
in prosecuting a war and this requires a great
many integrating administrative activities.

Personalities already heavily burdened by anxiety-

are apt to break down under this stress and to be

disabled by acute anxiety states, the so-called shell-
shock, or by panic. The prevention of these acute
disturbances is the more important because of their
“psychic contagiousness,” to disable others whose
feeling of personal security is threatened from
within. This calls for immediate effective ther-
apy or prompt evacuation of all affected person-
nel. . . The production and maintenance of
morale is a psychiatric problem that affects the
whole nation at arms, the worker and farmer,
the parent and teacher, the civilian administrative
personnel, the executive departments, as the entire
military and naval establishment. . . .”

The author goes on to say that in the
event of mobilization mental defectives are
suitable for service but “psychopaths” may
prove to be troublesome:

The writer’s experience throughout a period of
some years points to the fact that the psychopath
has more difficulty in adjusting to the service than
has any other type of questionable individual. A
recruit in this classification is not amenable to
discipline and he ordinarily cannot comfortably be
assimilated in any part of the organization without

‘having an influence on morale. The constitution-

ally inferior and the medium-grade intellectual
types are ordinarily acceptable if properly classi-
fied and utilized in the proper locations within the
organization. . . .”

Psychiatry is now vigorously sponsoring
American participation in the war. A re-
cent editorial asked: “Shall we wait and
see how the ‘war in Europe’ goes? Or shall
we give active, unremitting support to our
statesmen who can make of us the greatest
munitions depot on earth. . ..” In the same
issue a particularly crude and hysterical
article entitled “National Solidarity” urges
the psychiatrist to use his professional status
for spying activities. “If he is calmly alert
to what goes on,” the article states, “he can
learn to observe useful data which he can
formulate and report to those especially con-
cerned with protecting our internal se-
curity. . . .” :

There can be little doubt that many anti-
war spokesmen will be classed as ‘“radicals”
and psychopaths, as they are already classed
in some of our hospitals. Perhaps we can
learn from the example of Great Britain.
The recent files of the British Medical Jour-
nal indicate that British government circles
have been quite alert to the use of psychiatry
in wartime. In general these British psy-
chiatric articles brand as abnormal those who
do not yield to the brutal and senseless de-
mands of this war; the idea is to render

such people innocuous by hospitalization if .

necessary. This simple purpose is dressed up
with all sorts of learned verbiage. Thus one
medical correspondent (British  Medical
Journal, Jan. 20, 1940) emphasizes the need

for more mental hospitals since the conscrip-
tion of the male adolescent population. He
believes that the basic psychological mechan-
ism responsible for the war nervousness arises
from a conflict between the primitive instinct
of self-preservation, and one’s higher ideals
or self-regarding sentiment. Two other
learned authorities in a subsequent series of
articles (Feb. 10-24, 1940) advance the view
that our normally suppressed, aggressive im-
pulses must be released in wartime (The New
York Daily News puts it more bluntly:
“what we need . is a generation of
brutes”). The well-balanced individual is
supposed to readjust himself to the war de-
mand, whereas the neurotic individual does
not. Sir Arthur Hurst (May 11, 1940) sug-
gests that such individuals be labeled “mar-
tial misfits.” Another writer makes-the point
quite clear: “No breakdown has yet been
seen in a civilian who was a well-adapted
personality before the war.,” (“Panic States
in Civilians,” British Medical Journal, p.
887, June 1, 1940).

All this furnishes a valuable commentary
on the perversion of scientific psychology to
the aims of a traders’ war. But it would be
a mistake to think that military psychiatry
will operate only with the relatively crude
expedient of calling all its enemies crazy. As
some of the British articles indicate, there
are subtler means at its disposal, i.e., ideas
woven into the texture of much of contem-
porary psychiatric theory. These psychiatric
apologists for war say in effect: “War is
brutal, but men are brutes and you can't
change human nature.” The psychologieal
prop for this theory of war is contained in
many of Freud’s writings. His Reflections on
War and Death, written during the first
world war is worth special attention. Freud
begins with the wise observation that in time
of war even science becomes a military tool
—and then proceeds to do the very thing he
deplores. After taking sides with German
imperialism (“We live in the hope that
impartial history will furnish the proof that
the very nation in whose language I am writ-
ing and for whose victory our dear ones are
fighting has sinned least against the laws of
human civilization”) he expounds his psy-
choanalytic theory .of war. In substance it
amounts to a doctrine of original sin. “The
deepest character of war,” he writes, “con-
sists of impulses of an elemental kind which
are similar in all human beings, the aim of
which is the gratification of certain primitive
needs. . . . It is conceded that all the im-
pulses which society rejects as evil, such as
selfishness and cruelty, are of this primitive
nature.” To Freud the cultivation of human
brutality in wartime merely meant the release
of dormant impulses: “The very emphasis
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of the commandment: Thou Shalt Not Kill,”
he wrote, “makes it certain that we are de-
scended from an endlessly long chain of gen-
erations of murderers, whose love of murder
was in their blood as it is perhaps also in
ours. . . . Thus, if we are to be judged by
our unconscious wishes, we ourselves are
nothing but a band of murderers, just like
primitive man. . . .” And finally, “War strips
off the later deposits of civilization and al-
lows the primitive man in us to reappear.”

The kernel of truth in Freud’s theory is
that our competitive society does more and
more force its more prosperous members to
veneer their intensely anti-social and com-
petitive striving with all sorts of high-sound-
ing motives. But Freud missed the funda-
mental point, that the competitive strivings
are not abstract and inborn human charac-
teristics; they are themselves products of a
competitive social order and bourgeois family
organization. No wonder Freud concluded
that war cannot be abolished, and hoped in-
stead for a “superior class of independent
thinkers to guide the masses.” (See his cor-
respondence with Einstein in 1933, “Why
War?”)

A senseless reactionary war that calls upon
the people for endless sacrifices cannot fail
to take its toll of neurotic bitterness and con-
fusion. The exact opposite has been true in
the great just wars of national liberation.
Dr. Mira, former professor of psychiatry at
the University of Barcelona and psychiatrist
to the loyalist forces of Spain, told a large
audience in New York (at a reception ten-
dered him at the Hotel Commodore Nov.
15, 1939) how the Spanish war brought the
people to a new high pitch of vivid enthusiasm
and social feeling. Passing through Paris and
London in the first months of the present
war, he was struck by the contrasting con-
fusion, apathy, and bitterness of the people
there.

The lesson is clear: a just war unites
the people and enhances the feeling of social
cohesion which lies at the core of mental
health. The Spaniards knew what they were
fighting for.

But the second world war, like the first, is
not a people’s war. That is why the ruling
class is seeking to enlist psychiatrists, who
happen to enjoy particular influence on these
occasions, in confusing the people as to the
nature of the conflict. Yet, in spite of the
pronouncements of the psychiatric executives,
the rank and file psychiatrists will stand their
ground. Those who can see that this is a
war of rival imperialist groups from which
the people gain nothing, who believe that the
way to end war is to end imperialism, are
not psychopaths. They have the simple courage
of their own good sense. The hysteria can be
found among their enemies. Concerning the
cases that fall prey to this hysteria we may
repeat the unintentionally sound advice of
one of our war psychiatrists, “. . . an ex-
planation of the underlying conflict assists
in the final adjustment.”

HARrRVEY MERRILL.

Will it work

this time?

A.

Jamison






T
Shs ;?,‘

tf.:




November 26, 1940 NM

— —

NEW MASSES

ESTABLISHED 1911

Editors

A. B. MaciL, Ruta McKENNEY, BrRucE MINTON,
JosepH NORTH.

Associate Editor
BARBARA GILES.

West Coast Representative
GEORGE WILLNER.

Business Manager
CARL BRISTEL.

*

The USSR and Germany

MOLOTOV’S visit to Berlin is above all
symbolic of the new and undeniable
power of the first workers’ republic in world
affairs. In a speech to the Eighth Congress
cf Soviets just four years ago, Maxim Lit-
vinov spoke of himself as sitting at a “‘window
looking out upon the world.” His audience
laughed, but there was a bitter overtone in
its laughter. For it was the feverish dream
of the pigmy statesmen from Clemenceau to
Chamberlain that the USSR, one whole sixth
of the earth, be somehow isolated from the rest
of the world. For this they carved up states,
and for this they excluded the USSR from
their League of Nations sixteen years. Their
attitude toward the USSR merely epitomized
their attitude toward the so-called “backward”
and semi-colonial peoples. It was this arro-
gance, mingled with fear, which impelled Sir
Neville Henderson to remark.in August 1939
that if a pact had to be signed with Moscow
he preferred that the Germans sign it. And
last week, as Molotov left Berlin, the British
Foreign Office let it be known that the USSR
had been offered a seat at the peace conference.
How characteristic it is of the British tories
that even while they hang on a ledge off
Europe, they assume, with fatuous condescen-
sion that only his majesty King George can
determine the place and conditions of peace!

In a recent editorial, the New York Times
reproaches Hitler for having ‘“‘drawn Russia
out of her isolation and into the complex of
Europe” and even speculates on the effect of
this fact on “Germany itself and the Slav
nations the Nazis aim to control?”’ Yes, in-
deed, this is what causes them dismay. For
us therefore, it ought to be a source of satis-
faction that even the dominant power in
capitalist Europe, the brutal enemy of the
working class, cannot reckon its future course
without consulting the world representative
of working class power.

MoLoTOV’S TRIP APPEARS mysterious only if
we persist in mental telepathy: a foolish and
sometimes sinister sport. For what is back-
ground to the discussions in Berlin? This
war, which - expresses the deepest crisis as
well as the criminal character of world im-
perialism bids to become a long tcrture for
all of humanity. Germany has achieved the
virtual dominion of most of the continent,
but in the second winter of its struggle it is
already confrented with an Anglo-American

alliance, which has been maturing for six
months and becamé a certainty with Mr.
Roosevelt’s re-election. Only the other day,
Wi lliam Allen White suggested that the slogan
“aid to Britain short of war” be changed to
“short of declaring war.” Britain continues
to resist only by the desperate mobilization
of her vast empire, only because American
imperialism has become her arsenal and chief
moral reserve. ‘

But Germany is blockaded on the con-
tinent, and will begin to lose her grip un-
less she can break out to the great oceans,
and reach the oil and cotton of Africa and
the Near East. Britain could be broken on
the island only at great cost and the conquest
might prove pyrrhic; but the island might
very well be gained if its jugular veins in the
Mediterranean were severed. Thus two new
fronts are created: at home and in the Medi-
terranean. Germany’s famous slogan has been
“cannon rather than butter” but a time may
come, say by next winter, when butter might
be a more powerful armament than cannon.

Thus Germany has every interest in ex-
panding fruitful economic relations with the
USSR even at the cost of diverting railway
and machine tool production from her own
needs. Qn the other hand, in view of the vast
intercontinental struggle .that now looms up,
the USSR proceeds from the principle of
business relations with all powers, to develop
mutually profitable economic relations with
Germany, especially since through no fault of
her own, Britain and the United States are
practically boycotting the USSR.

As FOR STRATEGIC QUESTIONS: the old Ver-
sailles edifice has collapsed along the Soviet-
German frontier. It was the brilliance of
Soviet diplomacy that when this collapse be-
came self evident, her leaders did not let the
rotten rafters of the Versailles structure fall
on their heads. Ignoring Finland for the mo-
ment, it would seem that the problems on the
Danube river do not differ essentially from
the problems all along the thousand miles of
Soviet-German frontier. Rumania has been
occupied, Yugoslavia is isolated, and Greece
is under assault. Since the USSR desires peace
in the Balkans, only Bulgaria and Turkey re-
main strategic centers, and more especially
what lies between them, the Dardenelles.
There are roughly two routes to the Near
East: one by land across the straits and
through Turkey, the other by sea via the
Greek harbors and air bases to Syria. Italy
and Germany must choose one or another
of these routes. Roth of them present prob-
lems of terrain and politics. While Britain’s

| position in the eastern Mediterranean is difhi-

cult it has been improved in the Greek cam-
paign. Germany and Italy on the other hand,
if they could overcome Greece, squeeze the
British Navy out, and secure the cooperation
of France, could avoid the Dardanelles. Since
the Soviet Union cannot be indifferent to an
attack on Turkey, it is possible that the Ger-
mans, recognizing the strength of the Soviet
position, will come to the assistance of their
ally in the war agzainst Greece. What happens

in the Mediterranean is full of “ifs and buts.”
They fall wholly within the province of the
contending parties, and need not at this time-
menace nor involve the USSR.

THERE Is MUCH chatter in the press about
German intercession with the USSR for a
non-aggression pact with Japan. Of course
an improvement in Soviet-Japanese relations
is always possible, indeed the hostilities have
always come from Japan’s side. But as we
see it, British and American business men with
the consent of their governments are already
doing as much for Japan as she could ever ex-
pect from Germany. On November 15 Tass,
the official Soviet news agency specifically
discounts a Soviet Japanese agreement in
which the USSR would “cease backing the
resistance of Chungking.” From her two sum-
mers’ experience with the Soviet Far Eastern
army, Japan knows the actual relation of
forces in the Pacific, as her past year’s south-
ward movement virtually admits. Apart from
everything else, it is a flagrant hypocrisy for
American liberals to question Soviet assistance
to China when their own government has
given perhaps one-eighteenth of the help to
China that the Soviet people have. Britain
and the United States did not begin to worry
about Japan until she moved southward. For
three years, they have supplied her with more
than a billion dollars worth of goods while
Soviet-Japanese trade dwindled to a few mil-
lions per year.

Even more — those circles in the United
States who grind their own anti-Soviet axes
by headlining tall tales of a Soviet-German
division of the world are only playing the
German game. Mr. Goebbels must simply be
delighted when American newspapers give
the impression that Herr Hitler is capable of
slicing up the pie and Mr. Stalin humbly
waits for a share of the German world order.
The truth is otherwise. Without in any way
underestimating the present strength of the
contending imperialist forces, and without ug-
derstating the long struggle which confronts
humanity before the old order is swept away,
one fact stands out: that in a world where
nations are tearing at each other’s throats, the
USSR keeps two hundred million people at
peace; that in a world where whole peoples
have become pawns, the Soviet Union con-
structs a federation of free peoples; that out
of the shambles which imperialism is making
of this earth the USSR emerges as the one force
prepared to help the working class of Europe
and the people of Asia in the reconstruction
of world order and world peace.

Coventry and Taranto

o one can read about the devastation of the

British factory town of Coventry without
a sense of deep indignation. It is a horrible
business of murder, a terrible revelation of
what an “all-out” blitzkrieg can do. While
the vast armies of the contending belligerents
are immobilized, the civilian population evi-
dently on both sides is suffering beyond words.
From American newspaper reactions it is
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clearer every day that British production is
being undermined by German air attacks, that
Churchill is bringing ever more pressure for
the fulfillment of Roosevelt’s pledges.

On the other hand, we are somewhat skep-
tical about the sensational report that ‘half
the Italian navy”’ was sunk off Taranto. With
Molotov in Berlin, a convoy badly cut up
off Canada, and with the general intensifi-
cation of the aerial warfare, a Mediterranean
victory was sorely needed in London. To
any neutral observer a careful reading of
Churchill’s statement in the House shows that
no Italian vessels were actually sunk. One
heavy capital ship had “her forecastle under
water . . . and a heavy list to the starboard”;
one lighter capital ship was “beached . . . with
her stern under water.” “It appears probable”
that another ship of the same class was
“beached and severely damaged,” while two
cruisers were “listed to the starboard” and two
auxiliary vessels were “lying with their sterns
under water.” Reference to any standard hand-
book shows that the Italian Navy has four
capital ships plus eight cruisers, apart from
fifteen light cruisers and about 130 destroyers.
Moreover, the damage was done by naval air-
planes operating from an aircraft carrier. This
is interesting if true, but only once before in
this war, in the attack on the French fleet off
Oran, have airplane torpedoes sunk battle-
ships. But it is true that even a modest damage
to the Italian fleet strengthens British naval
supremacy in the eastern Mediterranean.

We are also skeptical about Greek “offen-
sives” all along the Albanian front. If the ter-
rain is difficult for the Italians, it must be
equally difficult for the Greeks, all the more
so outside their own borders. That Italy has
bogged down in Macedonia, undoubtedly with
great losses, is quite clear. As our article on
page six observes, the Greeks have the defen-
sive advantages, but Italy controls the air,
as her intensive bombardments of Greek ports
indicate, and this will register in the long run.
Relatively reliable observers, such as Ralph
Barnes of the New York Herald Tribune, re-
port conversations with Italian prisoners; it is
plain that they did not want this war—which
is a factor to be reckoned with, to be sure. But
without internal political changes in Greece,
plus long-term aid in equipment, we would not
place any bets. And we would keep an eye on
German troops on the Yugoslav border.

Heat on Mexico

EVERAL weeks ago President-elect Avila

Camacho, of Mexico, canceled his plans
to come to Washington. His people vigorously
resented the idea of their chief executive do-
ing obeisance to imperialismo yanqui. Our
State Department, little daunted, worked out
an alternative scheme: if the mountain
wouldn’t come to Mahomet . . . So Vice Presi-
dent-elect Wallace is poring over a Spanish
grammar today and on December 1 he will
climb over the mountains to Mexico and at-
tend Camacho’s induction ceremonies. But the
old adage about Greeks bearing gifts is known
in the Spanish, too.

For, according to Hemisphere this week,
our State Department is trying to drive a
hard bargain. Washington, we are told, seeks:
(1) to merge all Mexican indebtedness to
United States into one single, interest-paying
debt; (2) a Mexican pledge not to expropriate
without advance payment of “adequate com-
pensation” ; and (3) permission for the USA
to build and control naval and air bases for
United States use. According to our infor-
mants, the Mexican Cabinet split violently
over these issues. Interior Minister Ignacio
Garcia Tellez is quoted as having declared:
“It is better to die wrapped in the fatherland’s
flag rather than accept such conditions.” Other
ministers indicated varying degrees of oppo-
sition. The Mexican people are bitter against
the squeeze play the Northern Colossus is
working and they are balking. The big ques-
tion is whether Camacho will reflect the will
of his people or whether he will crumble under
the combined pressures of such indigenous re-
actionaries as Abelardo Rodriguez and Wall
Street’s agents in our own State Department.

Far East Typhoon Signals

HERE can be little doubt that Japan is

planning new steps for the complete oc-
cupation of Indo-China. The continued with-
drawal of troops from their precarious hold on
the coastal towns of Kwangsi and Kwangtung
provinces, while representing victories for
China, means that Japan is regrouping her
forces for another advance to the south. The
new objective is control of Saigon, the strategic
port in the southern provinces of Indo-China;
demands are being made on the French
authorities similar to those which preceded the
Japanese occupation of Haiphong., All this
has more significance than meets the eye. Ap-
parently continuing their occupation of a
French colony, about which very little can be
done by other powers, the Japanese are actu-
ally approaching within striking distance of
the Dutch East Indies and Singapore. They
may not take the latter step until the occupa-
tion of Saigon is consolidated, but they will be
in a much better position to do so.

Evidently Japan is timing her advance
with the Anglo-American-Australian discus-
sions. At the moment when Japan feels that
the United States is committing itself fully to
the assumption of Britain’s position in the

. south Pacific, her ships and troops will move.

If we remember that Washington has been
sending squadrons and ships westward to Ma-
nila, it is clear that an acute diplomatic con-
flict looms, with Japanese and American forces
facing each other. And what is Mr. Roosevelt
doing except to mount his guns? Trade with
Japan continues on a large scale; little has
been done for China, especially by way of
loans for munitions; nothing is being done to
maintain peace by a working agreement with
the USSR. In fact, Washington brazenly per-
mits American (and British) oil companies to
enter new contracts with Japan for the sale
of oil from the Dutch East Indies. One mil-
lion eight hundred thousand tons will be sold
to Japan in the next year in order—as the

New York Herald Tribune of November 15
writes— ‘to offset the severance of much of the
supplies to Japan from the United States.”
This is a fourfold increase in oil from the East
Indies, and this is being done by British and
American businessmen with the express per-
mission of the British Foreign' Office and the
State Department.

Where will such tactics lead us? We shall
either be at war very shortly, or else Japan
will be appeased along the lines that Ambas-
sador Joseph Grew has been working on since
last winter. But such appeasement will only
lead to warfare later on. Instead of defending
peace by collective security with China and
the Soviet Union, Mr. Roosevelt is pursuing
essentially the same course as did Mr. Cham-
berlain after Hitler marched on Prague. It
will have the same criminal results.

Jim Crow in Middy Blouse

HE highest rank to which a Negro may

aspire in the US Navy is officers’ mess-
man. Two Negro messmen are in prison
facing courtmartial ; sixteen others are con-
fined to shipboard. The charge? Against the
two in prison the navy levels the accusation
of insubordination—they protested unbear-
able treatment. The sixteen protested against
the imprisonment of their mates. A letter
from three of the confined men is published
in the Pittsburgh Courier of November 9.
Among other things, it says:

We are subjected to being roughly spoken to
three-fourths of the time, cursed at sometimes,
without a murmur of resentment coming from us.
In case of resentment, we are put on report, re-
stricted, fined, or sent to the brig for being in-
subordinate. . . . The majority of officers seem
to think that we Negroes are a race of illiterates
who have to have someone standing over them
with a whip all the time to tell them what to do.
They are the kings, we are the flunkies. . . . We
have no side to our story, and if we have, it
doesn’t do any good anyway. . . .

This is but one sample of the bitter fruit
of President Roosevelt’s recent order con-
tinuing the Jim Crow tradition in the armed
forces. Secretary Stimson declares that the
policy is ‘“satisfactory” and says he will not
change it, in answer to a protest of Federated
Hotel Workers Union, Local 356, AFL.
Other organizations are rising to defend
Negroes' against maltreatment and discrimi-
nation. A nationwide parley held in Wash-
ington last Sunday points out that Negroes
are being denied work in war industries.
Local committees of the National Negro Con-
gress are active. The American Peace Mobili-
zation is also taking part in this campaign,
the object of which is to-end the shameful mis-
treatment of Negroes in the armed forces.

Sloan’s Liniment

' HAT Wall Street thinks today may be
W ashington policy tomorrow. Alfred P.

Sloan Jr., chairman of General Motors, spoke
Wall Street’s mind the other day. He wasn’t
entirely frank; he cushioned his words, he
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appeared to put off the day of evil, he even
omitted from his spoken speech something that
appeared in the prepared manuscript; yet he
could not hide the naked meaning underneath.
Speaking of the menace of inflation, he said:
“Probably the wage rate presents the greatest
danger and the ome hardest to control. The
principle is sound that the defense program
should not be made the occasion for increases
in wage rates that cannot, generally speaking,
be justified.” And the six-day week must come
as soon as ‘“‘the slack of unemployment has
been taken up.” Alse, “the penalty for over-
time should be canceled during the emergency
to encourage a longer work week”—but this
patriotic proposal, Sloan decided, had better
not be made out loud.
. AlHred P. Stoan is head of a du Pont-Mor-
gan trust. His corporation made profits of
$129,172,490 during the first nine months of
this year. This compares with $109,619,799
in the same period of 1939. Nor have his
fellow-tycoons done badly. For instance,
twenty-eight steel companies boosted their
profits by 211 percent in the first nine months
of 1940. The National City Bank reports that
for the same period, 350 leading industrial
corporations netted $869,000,000 in 1940 as
against $611,000,000 in 1939, a rise of 42
percent. It is clear that wage increases repre-
sent a real danger—to these huge profits.
Just when Sloan and his friends will decide
that the slack of unemployment has been taken
up and the six-day week is in order, one can
only guess. The star-gazers of the Roosevelt
administration have been obligingly predicting
the disappearance of unemployment within a
few months, though the unemployed them-
selves stubbornly refuse to disappear. And gov-
ernment arsenals and shipyards are already
working a forty-eight-hour week despite Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s earlier guarantees. When
Slean says that ‘“America today is working a
shorter number of hours per week than any
other nation,” he needs to be reminded that
the American worker is producing far more
in these shorter hours than the worker of any
other nation. Labor Research Association calls
attention to a recent study of the Bureau of
Labor Statistics which shows that from 1909
to 1939 the productivity of American labor
increased 163.6 percent, but the average real
hourly earnings rose by only 110.5 percent.
Those figures contain an argument of a dif-
ferent kind, which the American workers will
have to back up with their organized strength.

Oklahoma Justice

CIVIL LIBERTIES in Oklahoma received a
staggering blow on the night of Au-
gust 17 when Robert Wood, state secretary
of the Communist Party, and seventeen others
were arrested on charges of criminal syndi-
calism. Wood was accused of possessing the
Communist Manifesto and other pamphlets.
Bail was fixed at $100,000 for each prisoner.
Twelve were finally indicted; when Wood
was tried he was convicted and given the
maximum sentence of ten years in jail and

$5,000 fine. He and the others still face the -

charge of membership in the Communist
Party.

The progressive forces of Oklahoma, ral-
lied by the International Labor Defense and
aided by liberals throughout the country, are
beginning to fight back. Under their pres-
sure, the exorbitant bail was reduced. Pend-
ing appeal, Woed has been freed on $15,000
bond, supplied by many individuals. A total
of $47,000 has been raised and all but two
of the prisoners are temporarily at Liberty.

A conference to defend constitutional lib-
erties met in Oklahoma City last week. It
included representatives of the YWCA,
the Presbyterian and other churches, heads
of all departments in the state university, in-
cluding the dean of religion, representatives
of trade unions and farmers’ eorganizations,
editors of two liberal newspapers. Against
these liberals, chief prosecutor Lewis R. Mor-
ris roared: “Whe’s squawking about these
bums in the jail heuse? A few hopped-up
preachers and college professors?”

Despite these rifts in the clouds, much
remains to be done if these men and women,
trade unionists, relief workers, old-time Amer-
icans are not to be railroaded. Victory in the
Oklahoma cases is dimly in sight, but trials
are still to be held, appeals taken. The ILD's
good fight deserves—and needs—support.

The Ineffable Mr. Kennedy

R. JosepH KENNEDY, the first Irish am-
bassador to Great Britain, and one of

the many envoys floating around the country
thousands of miles from their posts, has cre-
ated another sensation. He is causing no end
of embarrassment ta those circles who would
like to get us into the war tomorrow. He has
cast a great deal of light on the state of mind
of those sections of the American ruling class
who are ready ta support Britain just so far,
and no further, who join with Roosevelt in
fascization at home, who reckon on meeting
Mr. Hitler halfway but not in war. On No-
vember 9 Mr. Kennedy gave an interview to
a friendly reporter, Louis M. Lyons of the
Boston Globe. There is little question of the
authenticity of the interview, for Ralph Cog-
lan, editor of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, was
present along with a subordinate. Kennedy
subsequently insisted that his remarks were
“off the record,” but it takes little sophistica-

tion to realize that his interview was de-
liberately intended to get his ideas across while
his. disavowal merely keeps the record straight
and salves his irate confreres in Washington.

“Democracy is finished in England,” the
ambassador said, and the labor men at the
center of government merely meant that “na-
tional socialism is coming out of it.” “The
whele reason for aiding England,” Kennedy
is queted, “is to give us time . . . as long as
she is in there, we have time to prepare. It isn’t
that she’s fighting for democracy, that’s the
bunk . . . But we don’t have to be drawn into
the war.” Not if we are coldly realistic. “The

‘two greatest bankers in the world are Mon-

tagu Norman and Hjalmar Schacht,” thought
Kennedy, and in anether breath “Lindbergh
isn’t crazy either, you know.”

But perhaps the most interesting remark
was Kennedy’s reason for supporting Roose-
velt: “I supported Roosevelt because I feel
he’s the only man who can centrol the groups
who have got to be brought along in what’s
ahead of us.” “Do you mean the men who
control industry ?” he was asked.” “No,” Ken-
nedy replied, “They have a stake that they’ve
got to defend. I mean the have-nots. They
haven’t any stake of ownership. They've got
to take it whatever faces us.”

Kennedy’s faux pas illumines the program
of the appeasers, who are equally reactionary
with the men that want to rush us into the
war. Kennedy and his erowd don’t want to
bail out the British empire; they want to take
it over even more quickly than Mr. Roosevelt
has. And they will be “realistic”’ about which-
ever power controls the continent of Europe.
Theirs is an alternative which is just as dis-
astrous for democracy as Mr. Roosevelt’s.

The Teachers Fight Back

HE Rapp-Coudert committee’s attack on

the teachers of New York (discussed by
Bruce Minton in NEw Masses of November
12) is meeting with strong resistance. The
New York Conference for Inalienable Rights,
supported by outstanding civic leaders, clergy-
men, educators, and trade unionists, has issued
a protest against the attempt to curb educa-
tional facilities and limit the civil rights of
teachers in New York state. A large mass
meeting called by the Teachers Union demeon-
strated the desire of the membership to fight
the case to a finish. A number of CIO and
AFL unions have condemned the highhanded
procedures of Mr. Coudert’s one-man com-
mittee.

Having failed to intimidate the union into
handing over its membership lists, Mr. Cou-
dert is now attempting to harass individual
union members. He insists that persons ap-
pearing before him sign a waiver of immunity;
he refuses to let counsel appear with them.
Significantly, he has subpenaed individuals
who have been outstanding in the struggle for
academic freedom and teaching tenure. These
individuals are standing on their legal rights
and are refusing to testify under the arbitrary
circumstances of the committee’s operation.
The resolute stand of Locals 5 and 537 of the
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American Federation of Teachers has earned
the sympathy and support of the public, which
recognizes that this fight is also its own.

Church and State

T IS interesting to note that Senator

Coudert also sponsored a bill in the New
York state legislature last year which menaces
the traditional separation of secular and re-
ligious education in America. The Coudert-
McLaughlin bill enabled local school boards
to ‘“release” pupils one hour each week for
religious instruction. Last week, the New
York City Board of Educatien, by a vete of
five to one, decided to apply this law to the
city schools, despite the protest of alarmed
parents, educators, and religious leaders.

The inevitable result of the practice in-
stituted by the Board will be to emphasize
racial and religious differences and to create
a spirit of intolerance. It introduces into the
classroom matters of private conscience, and
it requires teachers to act as monitors of re-
ligious feeling. It thereby violates the whole
intention and spirit of a democratic scheol
system. The issue is not the desirability of
religious instruction as such. The issue is
whether such instruction is to be confused
with the non-sectarian training which is the
foundation of America’s free schools.

The truth is that the public was not con-
sulted about this shameful departure from the
principle of separation of church and state.
As the meaning of the situation sinks in,
the public will insist that the Board of Edu-
cation revoke its action. Our schools will not
be free from divisive quarrels, suspicion,
bigotry, and snooping until this ruling is re-
versed.

Noxious Col. Knox

HE tongue in President Roosevelt’s cheek
Tis back in place again. The election being
safely past, the peace talk has been poured
down the rathole, and once more the incen-
diary spirit of the President’s Charlottesville
speech is given free rein. Down in Havana
US Ambassador George S. Messersmith—un-
doubtedly with the approval of the State De-
partment—Ilast week sounded off as follows:

For us, therefore, there is equally no choice and
it is only a question as to whether we shall leave
the choice of the moment to them [the totalitarian
states] or whether we shall determine for ourselves
when aggression, which so definitely threatens us,
~ shall be stopped. . . .

Most bellicose of the administration spokes-
men is the Republican Secretary of the Navy,
Frank A. Knox. Roaring like the bull of
Basham, Knox in speech after speech verbally
puts a chip on his shoulder and dares Hitler
to knock it off. At Boston, in an extempo-
reaneous address broadcast nationally and in-
ternationally, Knox manhandled the election
results by saying they shewed “the American
people cannot be scared into an attempt to
preserve peace in an unworthy way.” Later he
shouted: “What we will not do is appease
anybody on earth”—just one day after Ameri-

can and British concerns had, with the sanc-
tion of their governments, agreed to appease
Japan by supplying her with Netherland Indies
oil. And Knox hypocritically blamed public
opinion for the administration’s failure to aid
China, though it is well known that public
opinion was overwhelmingly in favor of a
complete embargo on Japan and substantial
assistance to China long before the outbreak
of the European war. At the same time this
high official of the Roosevelt administration
slandered a friendly power, the Soviet Union.
The administration, of course, is not con-
tenting itself with talk. Since the election, it
has turned over to Britain the No. 2 American
plane bombsight which embodies some of the
provisions of the secret bombsight that is still
presumably being held back; it has agreed to
send a number of flying fortresses; it is putting
the finishing touches on an agreement for the
use of British bases at Singapore and in the
Pacific; it is making passes at French-ewned
Martinique; it has begun through William
Allen White’s Committee to Defend America
by Aiding the Allies to prepare the ground for
repealing the ban on credits and loans in the
Neutrality and Johnson acts. And all this has
the advance blessing of Wendell Willkie and
the Republican Party. Clearly, the people
themselves will have to enforce the mandate
for peace which they gave in the elections.

Appeasement in the NLLRB

HE appointment of Dr. Harry A. Millis
to succeed J. Warren Madden on the
National Labor Relations Board continues the
Roosevelt administration’s trend toward ap-
peasement of big business. It overthrows the
progressive majority that has existed on the
Board since its establishment five years ago
and creates a new majority which the enemies
of labor will find far more amenable. Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s fifth columnist, William I.ei-
serson, who was appointed last year, now has
a political twin, and between the twe they
are expected to keep the ball away from Edwin
S. Smith, the lone progressive holdover.
Millis in his philosophy of labor relations
is of the same ‘“mediator” school as Leiserson;
this school holds that labor laws can best be
enforced through constant compromise by
which the workers are persuaded to accept a
steadily dwindling half a loaf. Just how far
Millis and Leiserson will go in perverting
the intent of the National Labor Relations
Act remains to be seen. Interpretation is nine-
tenths of any law. There was nothing wrong
with Section 7-A of the NIRA except that
the Roosevelt administration, at that time still
honeymooning with big business, interpreted
it to suit the needs of the industrialists. And
there is nothing in the letter of the present
Labor Relations Act to prevent it from being
similarly interpreted. A war-bent administra-
tion, which is handing out fat contracts to the
Fords and Girdlers, is evidently determined
to end this nonsense about making them bar-
gain collectively with their workers. But the
labor movement will have something to say
on that matter too.

Election Postscript

AKING stock again of the election results,
Tthcre were encouraging trends to be
noted in various localities. For one thing, the
breakdown of old-party loyalties manifested
itself in an increased tendency to split the vote.
Republican governors and senators were
elected in some states which were won by
President Roosevelt, and Democratic gov-
ernors and senators were chosen in states
which gave pluralities to Willkie. Had there
been a Farmer-Labor Party in the field, it
could have directed this sentiment for political
independence into progressive channels.

Secondly, though for the most part the basic
issue of war or peace was blurred, wherever
the people were faced with what appeared to
be a clearcut choice, they demonstrated their
desire for peace. Thus, in Montana Jeannette
Rankin, former congresswoman who voted
against American participation in the last war,
was elected to the House over Jerry O’Con-
nell, who backed the President’s foreign
policy. In Illinois, which was carried by
Roosevelt, C. Wayland Brooks, Republican
isolationist, was elected over Democratic Sen.
James M. Slattery. In New Jersey James R.
W. Cromwell, one of the most blatant ad-
ministration warmongers, was snowed under
by Republican Sen. Warren Barbour, though
the state was carried by Roosevelt and also
elected a Democratic governor. It is signifi-
cant, too, that every opponent of the Presi-
dent’s foreign policy in the Senate was re-
turned to office ; among them were Republicans
who ran in states that gave pluralities to
Roosevelt. True, most of the Roosevelt sup-
porters were also returned, but the adminis-
tration lost—besides Slattery in Illinois—its
assistant leader, Sen. Sherman Minton of
Indiana. Of course, most of these isolation-
ists can hardly be considered genuine defenders
of the people’s interests, but their election does
indicate a significant trend. .

Among the bright spots were California
and Washington. The four California mem-
bers of the House who voted against conscrip-
tion were returned with comfortable majori-
ties. But: the only Democrat who voted for
conscription, Rep. Frank Havenner, was de-
feated. An outstanding local victory was won
in Los Angeles County where the voters ended
the corrupt twelve-year rule of District At-
torney Buron Fitts, notorious labor-baiter, by
electing in his place former Rep. John F.
Dockweiler, who had AFL and CIO support.
In Washington the entire progressive slate of
six United States representatives and one sena-
tor, who had been endorsed by the Washing-
ton Commonwealth Federation, was elected.
The proposal for a state old age pension of
$40 monthly was also passed with votes to
spare.

Isolated reports of the Communist vote
confirm our statement of last week that it
registered substantial increases. In California
final figures on the vote for Anita Whitney,
candidate for United States Senator, are ex-
pected to top the 98,791 which she polled as
candidate for state controller in 1938.
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Readers’ Forum

" Save Luiz Carlos Prestes

New Masses is happy to publish the following let-
ter signed by prominent Americans asking Presi-
dent Vargas to release Luiz Carlos Prestes from a
Brazilian prison. Last aweek in her column Ruth
McKenney spoke for all the editors when she said,
“A man waits in a faraway prison cell, waits for
you to summon up out of your stremgth the word
that will save him. I think you cannot refuse him.”
—The Editors

R. PRESIDENT: As Americans, we are deeply
4 concerned with the welfare and progress of
our own country as well as of those of all the
Americas. We believe that in freedom of thought
and opinion lies the basis toward this end, that
the infringement upon democratic rights in one
country cannot but imperil democracy elsewhere.
It is in this spirit that we respectfully appeal to
you for the release of Luiz Carlos Prestes, hon-
orary chairman of the National Liberation Alliance
of Brazil and outstanding leader of the Latin
American people.

The contribution of Prestes to justice and liberty
in Latin America is recognized and recorded in the
history of text books of many countries. He has
won the respect and admiration of all the forward
looking people of this hemisphere.

In the tradition of Bolivar, Toussaint Ouver-
ture, Marti, San Martin, O’Higgins, Juarez, and
Tiradentes, he believed in and worked for the
development of democratic institutions and proc-
esses in Brazil.

Yet, Luiz Carlos Prestes has languished in a
Brazilian prison for the past five years. To add
to his torture, Prestes’ wife has been deported to
Germany where in a concentration camp she gave
birth to their daughter, whom Prestes has never
seen. His crime was opposition to reaction and to
the fascist movement led by Plinio Salgado. Be it
noted that Salgado, who organized an abortive
coup d’etat against your government in 1937, is
enjoying the freedom denied to Prestes.

History has demonstrated that the democratic
existence and national sovereignty of a people are
essentially dependent on the democratic liberties of
all; that the security of a nation is seriously en-
dangered when the democratic unity of its citizens
is undermined. We earnestly -appeal to you, Mr.
President, to grant general amnesty and to restore
his freedom to Luiz Carlos Prestes as a symbol of
the democratic unity of the Brazilian people and
of the peoples of all the Americas against any
type of foreign domination. We do so in the firm
conviction that his release will serve the cause of
democracy and liberty in the western hemisphere.

(Signed): Prof. Clifford McAvoy, deputy com-
missioner of welfare, New York City; Bishop
Francis J. McConnell, the Methodist Church; Dr.
Peter F. Amoreso, commissioner, Department of
Correction, New York City; Justice Otto Bock, Su-
preme Court, Denver, Colo.; Prof. Franz Boas,
Columbia University; Judge M. A. Bratland, dis-
trict judge, Minnesota; Prof. Confort Adams,
Harvard University; Dr. T. Addis, Stanford Medi-
cal School, San Francisco; Rabbi Michael Alper;
Prof. Frank E. Baker, president, Milwaukee State
Teachers College; Prof. Joseph Warren Beach,
University of Minnesota; Dr. Ernest P. Boas, New

York City; Rev. Clarence E. Boyer, Madison
Square Church House, New York City; William
Blake, writer, New York City; Esther Lucile Brown,
Russell Sage Foundation, New York City.

Van Wyck Brooks, writer, New York City; Prof.
Morris L. Cohen, College of the City of New York;
Prof. Albert Sprague Coolidge, Harvard Univer-
sity; Dean William Grant Chambers, Pennsylvania
State College; Prof. Jerome Davis, New School for
Social Research; Miss Frances R. Grant, president,
Pan American Women’s Association; Robinson
Jeffers, poet, Carmel, Calif.; Robert F. Galbreath,
president, Westminster College, Pa.; Dashiell
Hammet, writer, New York City; Rockwell Kent,
artist, New York City; Dr. John A. Kingsbury,
New York City; Joseph Lhevinne, musician, New
York City; Rev. Donald G. Lothrop, Community
Church, Boston; Mrs. William S. Ladd; Prof. Rob-
ert 8. Lynd, Columbia University.

Dr. Carl Menninger, Topeka, Kan.; Wallingford
Riegger, musician, New York City; Prof. Walter
Rautenstrauch, Columbia  University;  Muriel

Rukeyser, poet and writer; Dr. Harlow Shapley,

director, Havard Observatory, Harvard Univer-
sity; Maxwell Stewart, editor, the Nation; George
Soule, editor, the New Republic; Oswald Garrison
Villard, editor, writer; Justice James A. Wolfe,
Supreme Court, Utah; Isobel Walker Soule, writer;
Prof. Raymond Walsh, Hobart College; James
Waterman Wise, writer; Thornton Wilder, Con-
necticut; Benjamin Alper, writer, New York City;
Prof. Luton Ackerson, New York University.

Prof. Francis Birch, Harvard University; Rev.
Ralph E. Blount, Oak Park, Ill.; Prof. Ruth
Benedict, Columbia University; Prof. E. A. Burtt,
Cornell University; Prof. Edwin Berry Burgum,
New York University; Dr. M. Curti, Columbia
University; Mrs. Lewis Stuyvesant Chanler, presi-
dent, New History Society; Prof. Ephraim Cross,
City College, New York City; George Dillon, poet,
Chicago; Prof. Cora DuBois, Sarah Lawrence Col-
lege; Prof. Horace B. Davis, Simmons College,
Massachusetts; Prof. Horace A. Eaton, Syracuse
University; Prof. Edward Fulbruegger, University
of Newark; Prof. John P. Foley, Jr., George Wash-
ington University; Prof. Royal Wailbur France,
Rollins College, Florida.

Rev. Ralph Grieser, Epworth Methodist Church,
Whitestone, New York; Dr. Ernest Graham Guthrie,
Chicago Congregational Union; Prof. Horace
Grenell, Sarah Lawrence College; Prof. James ]J.
Gibson, Smith College, Northampton, Mass.; Dr.
Sheldon Glueck, sociologist; Prof. Selig Hecht,
Columbia University; Rolfe Humphries, writer;
Prof. Chester Lloyd Jones, University of Wisconsin;
John Paul Jones, Union Church of Bay Ridge,
Brooklyn; Prof. Otto Klineberg, Columbia Uni-
versity; Dr. R. L. Kahn, University of Wisconsin;
Leo Loeb, Washington New Medical School; George
Marshall, economist, New York City; Caroline B.
Manns, Washington, D, C,

Anita Marburg, Sarah Lawrence College; Prof.
M. F. Montagu, University of Pennsylvania; Prof.
Norman Maier, University of Michigan; Kenneth
W. Porter, Vassar College; Prof. Louis Weisner,
Hunter College, New York City; Prof. Eda Lou
Walton, New York University; Theodore Ward,
playwright; Prof. Carl Wittke, Oberlin College;
Prof. Paul E. Gemmill, University of Pennsylvania;
Dean M. McConn, New York University; Reid
Robinson, president, International Union of Mine,
Mill, and Smelter Workers; Abraham Isserman,
lawyer; Rev. Elthered Brown, Jamaica Progressive
League; Prof. Lyman R. Bradley, New York Uni-
versity ; Fielding Burke, writer; Thomas E. Casey,
secretary, Wisconsin State Conference on Social
Legislation. :

Edward T. Cheyfitz, national secretary, National
Association of Die Casting Workers; Martha Dodd,
writer; Daniel Driessen, American Communica-
tion Association; W. A. Domingo, president, West
Indian National Council; Franklin Folsom, execu-
tive secretary, League of American Writers; Paul
Green, Furniture Workers of America; Dr. Al
Goldwater, New York City; Donald Henderson,
general president, United Cannery, Agricultural,
Packing, and Allied Workers of America; Charles
Hendley, president, Local 5 American Federation of
Teachers, New Yeork City; Mercedes Spier, New
York City; Bruno Lasker, Council for Pacific Re-
lations; Dr. W. L. Mahaney, Jr., Philadelphia;
H. P. Osborne, secretary, West Indian National
Council; Harvey O’Connor, writer, Chicago; Ger-
aldine O’Connell, president, Domestic Workers
Union, New York City.

William Pickens, National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People; Rev. Paul H.
Streich, New York City; Prof. Margaret Schlauch,
New York City; Prof. Howard Selsam, Brooklyn
College; Prof. Bernhard J. Stern, Columbia Uni-
versity; Dr. Hope R. Stevens, president, Manhattan
Council, National Negro Congress; George Seldes,
writer, editor In Fact; Dr. Charles Petione, Carib-
bean Union; John Hyde Preston, writer, Connecti-
cut; Dr. Dwight Bradley, Jr., Council for Social

- Action; Judge Robert W. Kenny, Los Angeles;

Prof. M. Choukas, Dartmouth College, Hanover,
N. H.; Prof. Ernest R. Hilgard, Stanford Uni-
versity; Prof. Hans Otto Storm, Stanford Univer-
sity; Prof. Ellworth Huntington, Yale University;
Rev. Fred E. Maxey, Leeds, Ala.; Prof. Colston E.
Warne, Amherst, Mass.; Benjamin C. Marsh,
Peoples Lobby, Washington, D. C.; Dr. Harry F.
Ward, Union Theological Seminary; Donah Litt-
hauer, psychologist, Hebrew Orphan Asylum.

A Bit of History

To New Masses: The speech which President

Roosevelt made on Armistice Day from Arling-
ton Cemetery is one of the most remarkable docu-
ments in American history. On this particular
occasion, if on no other, I believe that the people
of America had the right to demand of their
President a wisdom, an honesty, a courage, and an
understanding which would justify his breaking a
great American tradition. Instead, he displayed so
palpable an inability to grasp the fundamentals of
the major problem now facing this country that I
tremble to think of the new bloody holocaust into °
which he may take us.

By what right did he tell us—in the face af
historical truth—that England, in its mission of
democracy-spreading, discarded conquest? It will
be news to the people of South- Africa, who were
first introduced to the technics of the concentration
camp by British militarism. It will be news to the
hundreds of thousands of India, victims of imperial-
istic conquest. And it will be news to the Chinese
coolies and peasants who were pounded to bits by
the practiced and gentlemanly gunnery of his
majesty’s sailors. And by what right does he brand
“unpatriotic” those men who have unflinchingly
told us what all the world some day will know—
that the World War was never a fight for democ-
racy?

Is it possible that President Roosevelt is
ignorant of the fact that many of the major news-
papers of America—these same newspapers which
are so loudly hawking their wares again—have
publicly declared that American participation in
that war was a tragic error? Even our high school
boys and girls are beginning to know the truth;
and lest the President lay this to “Communists,” I
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should like to quote Mr. James Truslow Adams’
Record of America (page 490), a textbook for
high schools:

“The race for overseas possessions, which had
made the period from 1880 on so markedly imperial-
istic, had been but one expression of the new de-
mands for sources of raw materials and for markets
as outlets for manufactured products. The European
balance of power, always rather delicately poised,
had been subjected to new stresses and strains. . . .
When we consider the broader causes and those ten-
sions which sooner or later would have caused an
upset of the equilibrium, it is somewhat difficult to
apportion the blame between nations.”

That is not Earl Browder speaking, but an
eminent and respectable New England Brahmin.

I am not a moralist, but I find it difficult to
evade the feeling that history will some day deal
justly with the President’s document. Nor do I think
it will take a hundred years, or fifty, or twenty-five.
1 think, and feel, and hope that in a far shorter
time I will be able to teach my classes the truth
about American history.

AN AMERICAN TEACHER.
New York City.

Resistance in Washington

To New Masses: I have just finished reading
“Is Happened in Washington,” by Julian
Webb, in your issue of November 19, and feel that
Mr. Webb has been somewhat too finite—if that
is possible—in his conclusions. Washington is
changing, yes. On the surface it is quite possible
to observe all that Mr. Webb has seen here where
war is being made to order—and not at cut prices.
But the subjective impressions of the article over-
balance the fact that in the capital, as elsewhere
the majority of the people face the future resolutely
and are determined not to let the civilization-extin-
guishers put out the fires of democracy.

To vary my criticism—it is possible to see dicto-
graphs behind wall pictures and Gestapo agents
when the gas man calls—but it is also possible to
meet with, and move with, large groups of organ-
ized Americans in trade unions and progressive
organizations, to happen upon members of dele-
gations committed to a peace policy, to find (though
rarely, as yet) people who will discuss the war and
the future optimistically and openly—even congress-
men who are in the opposition: the opposition
which is loyal to the peacetime ideals of our country.

Not that Mr. Webb is not correct in his general
observations. But another picture is needed. It has
not yet happened in Washington, and if we keep
on fighting, it may not—awill not—come to pass.

J. T. CArsoN.

Washington, D. C.

“My Number Was Called”

o New Masses: When the conscription bill

was being discussed in Congress, NEw MASSES
published an article telling what it would mean.
Now I am the guinea pig. My number is one of
the first and I’'m “it.”

The trouble is, I've only myself to blame. For
the last five years I've been putting away a little
each month, as they told me to do down at the
bank. My father and mother are not technically
dependents—they have a small store which man-
ages to get by (so far, anyway), and although I
lived with them and put up some of the money
for the expenses, now they can possibly get along
without me. They own their little house, the first
floor of which is the store. So the government won’t

consider them dependents and I’ll be free to march
up and down fields and wear a uniform and learn
how to maneuver.

My boss slapped me on the back when I told
him the news and congratulated me and promised
me my job back in a year. A year is a long time

these days. Perhaps I'll get out, but it looks as if I

have a better chance to be a hero in the war that
is just around the corner. And so far as my job
goes—a junior executive hasn’t much assurance
that the boss’s memory will last that long. I remem-
ber my uncle sitting around my parents’ house after
the last war, coughing into his handkerchief and
waiting for the job that had been saved for him
when he left. He waited a year, not able to get
other work; then he got a job in a plant, and soon
after went to a base hospital where he had a fine
time until he died of tuberculosis.

I’'ve been a constant reader of NEw MaAsses for
a few years. I don’t talk about the way I feel—
after all, the boss promised to save the job. I have
to tell someone, somewhere—so I tell you and I
hope you tell your readers. Not all the draftees are
celebrating and thanking their lucky stars they
were caught. I wonder if even .a majority are
feeling so lucky? Or even a large minority? Or
even any considerable number?

Repeal the conscription law! Keep us out of the
trenches before they stick us into them. And these
aren’t just slogans. As one who will be right up in
front, I want to get back to my home and my job,
and to the not very remarkable life that is mine.

ANONYMOUS.

From Yenan, China

To NEw Masses: You may be interested in this
letter (dated August 20) that I received from
a Chinese friend who recently arrived in the
capital of the Eighth Route Army region, deep in
the Chinese northwest. He writes:

“It was at the end of last June that I finally
reached my destination—Yenan. It might be inter-
esting to tell you a few things about the conditions
of life here. The majority of people live in caves,
which cost much less than ordinary houses. To
live in a cave—that is my first experience—might
sound strange to you. But in fact, it is not bad.
Most of the caves are situated on the hills; they
are well built and well ventilated. Besides, they
are cool in the summer and warm in the winter. Of
course I do not intend to cover up the fact that
anyone who has been used to city life would suffer
considerably here at the beginning. For example,
here we have no means of transportation except
mules and horses. We have to walk a lot. There
are a few cars but they are only used for important
missions, on account of the prohibitive cost of
gasoline. We often swim in the stream, not only for
recreation but to bathe, since we haven't got
bathing facilities yet. The problem of food is
solved entirely through good organization and in-

- tense work. Not an inch of soil is spared. Even on

the top of hills we can see yellow rice and vege-
tables planted. Rain is scarce here but occasionally
we still have floods, resulting from the militarists’
systematic destruction of forests during the former
period of civil war. Today the building up of new
forests and irrigation systems is a prominent part
of the reconstruction program of the Border Region
government here. In short, the economic backward-
ness of Yenan makes conditions very difficult.

“But at the same time, Yenan is most modern!
The new democratic system—a model for all China
—is right here. Yenan reacts quickly and accurately
to every important event that occurs in remote
corners of the world.

“Our people realize clearly the mounting diffi-

culties ahead, but we are marching forward with
confident strides. In the past year the heroic Eighth
Route Army has smashed numerous mopping-up
campaigns launched by the Japanese invaders.
From July 7, 1939, to July 7, 1940, the third anni-
versary of the Lukiaochow Incident, the Eighth
Route Army has fought more than 7,000 battles
(up to last May), killed and wounded more than
60,000 Japanese soldiers and more than 20,000
puppet army soldiers, captured hundreds of Japa-
nese and more than 15,000 puppet army soldiers.
During this period it has captured 110 big guns,
720 machine guns, 38,000 rifles, 7,000,000 rounds
of bullets, more than 10,000 hand grenades, and
more than 200 boxes of poison gas bombs. It has
destroyed 1,200 automobiles, more than 70 tanks, 50
big guns (heavy artillery). It has collected 30,000
pounds of wire from enemy communication lines.
It has also destroyed 1,700 miles of railways and
17,000 miles of highways so that the mechanized
troops of our enemy could not move. During the
past year the Japanese casualty list included six
ranking generals, nine regiment commanders, and
one brigade chief of staff—the result of the strug-
gle of the Eighth Route Army.”
ELsa TRravis.
Los Angeles, Cal.

“Sunny Florida”

To NEw Masses: I've been hitting the hard

spots on the road in Florida. Some of the
Northern job-seekers have already reached here,
numbering into the thousands. Some are remaining
in Jacksonville, others going on to Miami. As one
of these birds of passage, I spoke to a few who
had already been there. Remember in The Grapes
of Wrath the man returning bitterly from Cali-
fornia, not being believed by those who were
going there? Well, I've seen it happen here. Help
for the stranded—from the Travelers Aid—consists
of two “meals” and a night at the Salvation Army.
The influx is caused by reports that the great
airport being built here needs men. So skilled men
from distant states are pouring in—and sleeping
in the Salvation Army. Local newspapers are call-
ing this “the fastest growing city in the country.”
This is interesting: undoubtedly in the swing of a
“boom,” it affords a good illustration of how
serious is the economic crisis. For the slums sprawl
here, there are men without jobs, and the hunger
is real. Politicians control WPA with an iron grip.
Relief is an “invisible” thng: the allotment of food
stamps which takes its place amounts in value to $2
a month, or 50c a week. So much has been said
about the treatment of Negroes here that I’ll only
mention a few things I’ve witnessed. Scene: a local
store. Enter a white person. Salesman: “Can I help
you, ma’am?” Enter a Negro: “Something for yuh,
customer?” Scene two, same place. Negro sits in
front of shoe store, white woman enters, sees Negro
in front, starts to leave. Salesman comes over,
motions Negro to the back of store, asks white
woman to take seat. A Negro says, “I don't like
these shoes.” Salesman answers, “Well, I don’t like
smart niggers. Now get the hell out!” Southerners
used to say the Negroes loved slavery, but then
there was the Civil War. Now they say the Negroes
are happy—but the Negroes run to the North in
thousands. But this is not the whole story: there’s
a National Maritime Union here, and a retail
grocery union, and a cigar workers’ union, which
are really active. The cigar workers won a big
strike here in face of the usual police terror. There’s
a good deal of hope in organization, even in the
hardest spots of Florida.

PoTer Irwmis.
Jacksonville, Fla.
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Argosy Across the USA

Ralph Ellison discusses ‘“ The Argonauts,” written by five members of the American Youth

Congress. ‘““No. 21 Castle Street”” and other books reviewed.

THE ARGONAUTS, by Lillian E. Ross, George W hit-
man, Joe Wershba, Helen Ross, and Mel Fiske.
Modern Age Books. $2.75.

66 HE ARGONAUTS,” written by five mem-

bers of the American Youth Congress,
throws a bright light upon the national condi-
tions which have formed the consciousness of the
youth movement, as they appear to its partici-
pants. Taking its title from the legend of Jason
and the Golden Fleece, the book is a record of
what five young writers saw, heard, felt, and

understood as they explored the United States

by car. It was not a romantic trip, nor—al-
though they did have a few illusions—were
the travelers romantics; they hadn’t started
out that way. They were five unemployed
people just out of college. They wanted to
find America “to see how it looked and to
learn how we fitted into the picture.” A news-
paperman suggested that they write a book
about the trip, and a publisher offered them a
cash advance, agreeing to pay for the book by
sections as it was mailed to him.

With a car bought on the instalment plan,
a list of names of people to interview, and a
supply of food they set out. They toured the
country, North, South, East, and West ; sleep-
ing in hotels, tourist camps, and artist colonies;
visiting the Hoovervilles and Hollywood;
labor conventions and union halls. They asked
questions and they heard the people talk, The
trip convinced them that there is an America
“too good to be buried in books.” But it was
covered by the shadow of unemployment and
humiliation and fear; and not even the gran-
deur of the Rocky Mountains could dwarf the
. signs of human suffering. They saw the Joads
and the sharecroppers, the Harlan mine op-
erators, Associated Farmers, and the Bour-
bons. And they saw the people and their
organizations, fighting against these forces
with high consciousness and heroism.

Older writers have written of the America
which emerges from the pages of The Argo-
nauts, but here we have a freshness which
comes from the impact of America upon youth-
ful sensibilities. Here is America seen from
the angle of young people who feel that while
the dignity of man is a precious thing, “the
dignity of youth is even more precious, be-
cause when that is destroyed or perverted, the
dignity of man is broken from the start.”
They discovered the sources of American
dignity and the:forces which trample it down.
Their book also throws an oblique light upon
the forces at work in the political campaign
just ended, and it helps you to understand
why, although President Roosevelt was re-
elected, the people did not endorse his war
policies.

As the Argonauts record their impressions

in simple, sure prose, you are struck by their
dead earnestness. You are convinced that they
have listened carefully and studied sharply
the America of which they write. With them
you get a sense of America’s geographical dis-
tances, you meet the people caught in the com-
mon web of the problems of unemployment,
hunger, and threatening war.

And despite all its contrasts of rich and
wasting country and starving humiliated peo-
ple, despite its ending with the authors search-
ing the want-ads for jobs, The Argonauts
leaves you with the feeling that out there in
the country are the forces that will someday,
like Jason, seize the Golden Fleece and make
“America America again.”

RavrpH ELrLison.

Pre-Fascism and After

NO. 21 CASTLE STREET, by H. W. Katz. Viking Press.
$2.50.

N HIS second novel, the author of The
Fishmans chronicles the painful adjust-
ment of an Eastern Jewish immigrant family,
a widower and his two sons, to life in a small
German town during the post-war years. The
father, like so many Polish Jews in Germany,
is first a peddler, then the owner of a tiny
clothing store. He fails economically and
never succeeds in integrating himself with Ger-
man culture. Stateless and despised, he clings
to the end to the outmoded ritual and customs

of his simple pre-war Galician village. The’

older son, who tells the story, revolts against
his father, becoming a radical and an atheist.
He loves the German language and wishes to
become a German writer, but is brutalized by
his German schoolteachers as an alien Jew.
When the Nazis take power he is forced to
flee to France. The younger son follows a
more conventional petty bourgeois course, go-
ing from business school to work in an elegant
department store, accepting the values of the
middle class. The depression of 1930 wrecks
his morale when it destroys his job. After a
terrible taste of Nazi persecution, this thor-
oughly “Germanized” Jew goes to Palestine
as a farmer.

The press falsely acclaims No. 21 Castle
Street as a novel of the “Jew under Hitler.”
As a matter of fact, the book shows that it
was not Nazism alone that destroyed the
masses of poor Jews in Germany. It dealt

them the final knockout blow in their long

heartrending battle, the battle of all the poor

in Getmany, with the economic decay and |

chauvinistic ideology of imperial and post-
war Germany. There are two successful series

of pictures in this book and they have a logical
inter-relationship. The first is the group of
vignettes of school life in Germany during
and after the first world war. The school is
the perfect reflection of a society. In Katz’
small-town gymnasium we have a strong core
of utterly fascist teachers, sadistic anti-Semitic
martinets already expert in Blut und Boden
ideas. We have their stooges among the stu-
dents, already spying upon the Jewish and
working-class boys; the small group of demo-
cratic liberal professors; the school authorities,
drawn from the old imperial bureaucracy,
supine before their nationalistic younger col-
leagues. One does not forget such pictures as
that of Zunk, the sadistic drillmaster, bru-
tally whipping the Jewish hunchback, Benno
Nadel.

The second series of pictures is called: “A
Nation Awakes.” It shows us the common
people of Germany in the period between Jan.
30, 1933, when Hitler became chancellor, and
April 1, the day on which National Socialist
Germany staged its first great anti-Jewish
boycott. Zunk is chief of police in the little
town. Benno Nadel is tortured to death. Heinz
Levy, the brilliant philosophy student, is
hounded into committing suicide while the
Aryan doctor who might have saved him re-
fuses to treat a Jew on the National Boycott
day. Hummel, one of Zunk’s old non-Jewish
scapegoats, now a militant socialist, awaits
a general strike call which never comes from
the Social-Democratic trade-union bureaucrats.
The liberal Professor Urban has gone crazy
as a result of the storm troopers’ beatings.

How has Zunk been able to train storm
troopers all these years? Why has he been
able to come to power as the little fuehrer of
this small town? Katz tells us why. The
Weimar Republic under its Social-Democratic
leadership, tolerated the Zunks and maintained
them in official positions in spite of their
demonstrated culpability in the Kapp putsch
and other provocations.

The book fails to show that when the
Brown Terror spread over Germany, the Com-
munist Party was already prepared to resist
the Nazis and that it immediately organized
subterranean agitation. While the Socialists
(as Katz shows) fell apart, completely dis-
oriented by this new fatherland in which
peaceable “societies” for the ‘“gradual evolu-
tion” into socialism were ruthlessly outlawed,
the Communists held firm. Not only did they
refuse to be bought by the Nazis, as Katz
shows through one of his characters; they
continued and intensified the struggle under
new conditions.

Katz’ strength lies more in his journalist’s
ability to observe and sketch background than
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in character creation. He has, however, given
us two memorable characters. One is the
hero’s father, Yossel Fishman, “an insignificant
timid little man, burdened with eares. A man
low in spirit, almost broken—a tormented
Eastern Jew, cheated out of his life.” A con-
trast to this sad and bewildered figure is
Kupke, the storm traoper who finds in fascist
ideas of his race superiority, the justification
for his wife-beating, criminal forging, black-
mail, and drunkenness. His evolution from
vice and crime to storm trooping for reaction
has its American parallel in Ford’s prison-
recruited service squad.

SyLvia GILBERT.

Never-Never Land

THE STRAW HAT, by Joseph Vogel. Modern Age.

$2.50.

HERE is some irony in this third novel of
Joseph Vogel's, The Straw Hat, but he
has blunted his sharp edge against trivialities.
The setting reminds one of Molnar’s Liliom.
A young man visits his Uncle Gus, a conces-
sionaire in a cheap amusement park upstate.

For four days it rains and a potpourri of char-

acters—the incautiously amorous wuncle, a
Chinese gambler, a comic-strip small-time
Italian tough (with a scar across his face),
Aunt Marlene, and an obviously seducible
female—argue, play craps, tumble in the hay-
loft, try to steal each other’s bedmates, and
atherwise disport themselves until the rain
stops and business can start. Incident follows
incident but none of them cuts deep. Character
tumbles on character (literally) but none of
them is drawn in the round. Uncle Gus roars
through the novel like a tornado, and yet he
fails to body forth. There is some humor and
some vague philosophizing on the young man’s
part, and some stretches of effective action-
writing that lead one to believe that M.
Vogel can do much better than this.

There is a distinction between artistic be-
lief and reality. By a suspension of our daily
norms, we believe, we enter into the operatic
Siegfried, papier mache dragon and all. That
is to say, fantasy can be real while experi-
enced, given a creative purpose that informs
the fantasy with meaning. At the other end
of the scale there is art such as Steinbeek’s or
Dreiser’s, realistic in a socially referable sense.
Now, Mr. Vogel might have written us a
fantasy: the amusement park being the insane
society we live in, the characters pitiable ironic
Chaplinesques of frustration and will. In that
case, the people need not have been real in the
sense we meet them in the flesh; they could
have been sketched ever so lightly, or cari-
catured beyand all semblance, so long as their
symbolic function remained clear. That may
have been Mr. Vogel’s intention. But to give
us z little of one and a little of the other with-
out thinking the prablem through in either
vein is to write a novel that disappears in
never-never land.

SIDNEY ALEXANDER.
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“To see the play, and to support the Playwrights Co. Is not Just a privilege, it is a necessity.”

RALPH ELLISON, New Masses

By THEODORE WARD

Regular Prices
TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE AT BOX

THE NEGRO PLAYWRIGHTS COMPANY, INC., PRESENTS

‘““BIG WHITE FOG”

STAGED BY: POWELL LINDSAY~—SETTING & LIGHTING: PERCY WATKINS
At THE LINCOLN THEATRE, 135th St. and_ Lenox Aw

$1.65, $1.10 and 55¢ — Matinees Thursd
OFFIC]

e.
and Sunday. Prices $1.10, 55¢, 28¢
— Tel. ED be 4-3190

PERFORMANCES NIGHTLY, EXCEPT MONDAY, 8:40 P.M, — MATINEES: THURS. & SUN.
For Parties & Benefits cail Federated Theatre Parties Service, Wl. 7-5681 LA. 4-1167-1199

NOW SHOWING

Artkino presents

A new Soviet film triumph

“The Great Beginning”

A psychological drama of

A Lenfilm production.
Continuous from 10 4A.M.

Price 20c till 1

MIAMI PL

6th Ave. near 47th St., N. Y.

the new Russian woman.

P.M. weekdays

AYHOUSE

BRONX MUSIC CENTER

presents

VICTOR MASTERPIECES

o
At Price Reductions up to 50% Our Now
Was  low Price

Beethoven Concerto in D Major....... $9.00 $5.00
Heifetz—violin
Toscanini conducting NBC Symphony Orchesire
Rachmaninoff Triumph Perpetuated 9.60 5.00

Symphony No. 3 in A Minor
Serge Rach inoff duoting P
Pictures im Sound....eeecnrenneeens
Pictures at an Exhibition
( Moussor gsky-Stokowski )
Stolowelod ducting Philadelphia Orchestra

Write for our descriptive catalogues
BRONX MUSIC CENTER
Proprietor EDWIN CORNFIELD
383 E. 149 St., Bromx, N. ¥. ME 5-1413
Open Evenings until 8 P. M. Saturday until 10 P. M.
FREE DELIVERY ON ALL PHONE & MAIL ORDERS

ia Orchesire
8.06

AN UNUSUAL LECTURE SERVICE

NEW MASSES offers its readers an unusual
lecture service at moderate rates. Prominent

writers, lecturers, repor

lecture engagements. Write or call Jean Stanley

—New Masses Lecture
Ave,, N. Y. CA 5-3076.

ters are available for

Service—461 Fourth

““The name itself is ‘theatre’: it isn’t phony like ‘Barry-
more.’ Davenport is the theatre, what a .great Thesplan
should be.”—P. M. I

DAVENPORT FREE THEATRE
138 East 27th Street, N. Y. C.

“A WOMAN'S WAY” “THE BELLS"”
3 act comedy, Tues. & Wed. 3 aet drama Thurs. & Fri.

ibsen’s “THE MASTER BUILDER” —Sat. & Sun., 8:30 P. M.
ADMISSION FREE
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SEE, HEAR AND THRILL

TO THESE ARTISTS OF SWING—ALL TOPS
IN HOT MUSIC — THERE IN THE FLESH —

SIDNEY "POPS"" BECHET,

SOPRANO SAX KING, GREAT NEW ORLEANS
IMPROVISOR AND HiS BAND.

WILLIE "THE LION" SMITH
"HOT LIPS" PAGE, «ansas

CITY HOT HORN AND HIS BAND OF FEET
WARMERS.

SAMMY PRICE Hariem s00-

GIE - WOOGIE.

DANCE ALL NIGHT 1o e,

CONTINUOUS RHYTHMS OF THESE GREAT'

MEN OF SWING.

CONFUSE YOURSELF
THOROUGHLY ar e sur

REALIST MOVIES — YOU WON'T BELIEVE
THEM WITH YOUR VERY OWN EYES.

SNATCH A PRIZE rrom
AMONG 50 VALUABLE AWARDS WITH A
DARING, ORIGINAL, BIZARRE, FANTASTIC,
OR MERELY BRILLIANT COSTUME.

MEET AND GREET siies

OF MOVIE AND NIGHT CLUB FAME.

FEAST YQUR EYES on e

SUPER-SURREALISTIC UNABASHED MURALS
EXECUTED BY LEADING AMERICAN ARTISTS.

GET YOUR TICKET pronto

AT ANY FIRST RATE ART STORE OR TICKET
AGENCY OR AT THE UNITED AMERICAN
ARTISTS, 206 WEST 23rd STREET, FOR $1.10
IN ADVANCE.

PARTY |
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THANKSGIVING NIGKT
NOV.

WEBSTER HALL
119 EAST 11 TH ST. N.Y.C.

ar

PHILADELPHIA, PA.
Philadelphia People’s Forum presents

“INTERPRETATION, PLEASE!”

ADAM LAPIN—NEW MASSES WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT
GEORGE MURPHY—PUBLICITY DIRECTOR, N.A.A.C.P.
JOSEPH STAROBIN—NEW MASSES FOREIGN SPECIALIST
SIMON GERSON—WELL KNOWN REPORTER

December 1st—8 P.M.

810 Locust St.—Philadelphia
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CHESTERS® ZUNBARG

2 A Delightful Hideaway in the Mountains
DECLARE YOUR OWN HOLIDAY!
Take time out for a joy-crammed week
or week-end of tennis, skating, bicycling,
riding, table tennis. You’ll like the varied

ern llhrary, open fireplaces, invltmg
and_ stuff.
OPEN ALL YEAR. (Tel. Fallsburg 53.) WOODBOURNE, N. Y.
LAKEWOOD
MAKE RESER\gATIONS FOR THANKSGIVING
Rose Sheliaze of the Folk Theatre—An excellent
TOPS IN FACILITIES—Every Room with connected
Roller Skating, ete.
OPEN ALL YEAR
FISHKILL, N. Y.
bicycling, symphonic recordings. Unexcelled cuisine.

qu artels, and tempting vittels. MAKE
ANKSGIVING RESERVATIONS
NEW JERSEY i
303—7th St.
PECIAL RATES
$15 from Wednesday Supper to Sunday After Dinner
concert and dance trio including Eugene Mayer
piano, Hans Cobert, violin, Alfred Hill, ’cello.
Bath-Showers.
TOPS IN ACTIVITIES—Badminton, Ping-Pong, Volley
. ’

But NO TOPS in Rates—We're Very Moderate
Director: Jack Schwartz, formerly of Unity Hotel
1100 acre estate. Modern oil heating plant, plus wood-burning
fireplaces in spacious, comfortably furnished rooms. Indoor
THANKSGIVING WEEKEND

4 days $16. 3 days $13.00
hono Beacon 727—N. Y. Phone: CI-lyeIs:a 2- 0967

diversion, the music, good company, mod-
TH
NOW. Special rates. Fully staffed. Entertainment and things
Phone Lakewood 819 R Ac:‘
TOPS IN ENTERTAINMENT-—Moishe Feder and
TOPS IN FOOD
Ball, Horse-Shoe Pitching, Bicycles on Premises,
and outdoor sports including tennis, handball, fishing,
R. Station: Beacon, New

s $9.00

—

Make your Reservations for Thanksgiving Now!

ROYALE-HARMONY

Formerly Royale Hotel
ideal place for your winter vacation—‘'‘Tops’’ in-entertain-
ment. All winter sports—FREE BICYCLING, excellent cuisine.
501 Monmouth Ave., Lakewood, N. J.
Tel. Lakewood 1159, 146

M t: Gross, Gelb and Broude
Important: Present this ad and NEW MASSES will receive

a_contribution of 5% of your vacation bill!

THE SPORT CENTER OF THE EAST

TRIPLE LAKE RANCH

SUCCASUNNA,N.J.

’ Get acquainted with this resort, more popu-
lar ihan ever © Free Horseback Riding In-
struction @ All Sports ©® Handball ©
Riflery @ Archery @ Boating ® Teachers’
Discount on Full Holidays ® Only 37 miles
from N. Y. N. Y. Phone: TR. 5-2163

to...his 100 acre farm
...glorious country
...superlative cooking
...homey atmosphere
...barn dances, ail sports
+e+35 miles from N. Y.
Low Winter Rates

* GEORGE A. PODORSON, N. C. Phone: PLaza 38926
or Locust Grove Farm, Sylvan Lake. Hopewell J

pLUM point

he —year—"round vacation—resort
Magnificent estate on the Hudson River
Only 53 miles from New York
All outdoor sports
Fine Library

.. Saddle horses on grounds
Superlative cuisine Musical recordings
Booklet Sent on Request

Write P. 0. Box 471, Newburgh, N. Y. Phone Newburgh 4270

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW!

Bordlond

PEN ALL YEA

Formerly Lemsohns Estate. central Valley,

I hour from N. Y. 225 acres in fascinating mkmg
country. 5 miles of paths. Handball, Riding, Bi-
cycles, Roller Skating. Seasonal Suorts Library.
Congenial atmosphere. Open Fireplaces. Excellent
cuisine, .: Highland Mills 7895. Mgt.:
FANNIE GOLDBERG.

Southern “Free’’ Press

THE ATTITUDE OF THE SOUTHERN WHITE PRESS TO-
WARD NEGRO SUFFRAGE, 1923-1940. Edited by Ray-
ford W. Logan. With a foreword by Charles H.
Wesley. The Foundation Publulzers, W ashington,
D. C. 75 cents.

HE attitude of the Southern white press

toward Negro suffrage can be expressed
in two words: against it. The Southern press
is openly contemptuous of democracy. Read
the following excerpts from editorials in the
Charleston News and Courier, cited in the
compilation under review:

“, .. the News and Courier is not a democrat.
It fears and hates democratic government. . . .
In South Carolina, the Democratic party has been,
so far as the Negro vote is concerned, a Fascist
party, and that is why the News and Courier
‘cooperates’ with it.”

The hundreds of quotations in this book
show that not one Southern white newspaper
favors enforcement of the Fifteenth Amend-
ment. It is favored only by Negro papers
and many of the labor newspapers. And the
latter of course, are not “white” periodicals;
they reflect the interests of the Negro and
white masses of the South. But the attitude of
the “white”—that is, the ruling class—press
is not the attitude of the Southern people.
The many Southern organizations formed
within the last few years to fight disfranchise-
ment, the support given this fight by hundreds
of Southern union locals, churches, clubs,
women’s groups, demonstrate that if the
Southern white press does not want suffrage
for the people, the people want suffrage for
themselves. This book reveals an interesting
division of opinion between the editorials,
which unanimously oppose universal suffrage,
and the news stories and letters to the editor,
most of which express the growing movement
for the right to vote.

Within the white press, however, there
is a division of opinion—which is perhaps
also a division of labor—as to tactics. The
poll tax, chief instrument of disfranchisement
in the South today, denies the ballot not only
to the majority of the Negro people, but to
more than two-thirds of the whites. Most of
the newspapers in the Black Belt, heart and
center of Negro oppression, fight to retain this
tax. Others favor its abolition so that more
whites may vote, but discuss means for the con-
tinued disfranchisement of the Negroes. The
trick has been tried before: to split white
from Negro in the 1870’s, ex-slaveholders
offered the whites the “grandfather clause,”
an all-white textile industry, and other mor-
sels. The final outcome for the white masses
is to be seen in the Southern wage differen-
tial, health and education differential, etc.
But today the splitting tactic offers much less
chance of success. The fight against the poll
tax has united Negro and white masses to a
greater degree than at any time since Re-
construction.

Among the methods of disfranchising the
Negroes, should the poll tax be repealed, these

Out This Week!

SECOND PRINTING
of Mary Inman’s

“IN WOMAN'S DEFENSE™

New, attractive paper covers reduced to 50c.
De Luxe Cloth $§1.25. At your bookdealer,
or by mail from

MERCURY PRINTING CO.
755 N. Western Ave. Los Angeles, Calif.

FRED SPITZ:

CHOICE FLOWERS

74 SECOND AVENUE
Corner 4th Street NEW YORK CITY
Flowers Delivered All Over the World
y Telegraph
WEDDING BOUQUETS, HALL AND CANOPY
DECORATIONS, PLANTS AND POTTERIES
BASKETS OF FRESH FRUITS, NUTS
AND CANDIES FOR ALL OCCASIONS
One Store Only
No connection with any other store in
New York or Brooklyn

GRamercy 5-7370—7371 GR amercy 3-8878

Read

SCIENCE & SOCIETY

A MARXIAN QUARTERLY
Contents of the FALL Issue
Volume IV, No. 4

DAUMIER AND RATAPOIL
Oliver Larkin

AGRICULTURE AND THE .
LABOR RESERVE
Sanford W. Palmer
ROBESPIERRE AND THE
PROBLEM OF WAR
Samuel Bernstein
THE REVOLT OF 1381
IN ENGLAND
: Margaret Schlauch
LYSENKO AND GENETICS
J.B. S. Haldane
THE SOCIAL OUTLOOK OF
BRITISH PHILOSOPHERS
H. W. Arndt

Communications and Reviews by
VioLET BARBOUR, ADDISON T. CUTLER,
Maurice DoBB, ANNA ROCHESTER,
BERNHARD J. STERN, ALDEN WHITMAN,

A. D. WINSPEAR.
Subscription ONE DOLLAR a year.

Single copies 35 cents.

SCIENCE AND SOCIETY
30 East 20th Street, New York, N. Y.

NEW MASSES
READERS’ LEAGUE

I wish to become a member of the
Readers’ League. Please send me mem-
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newspapers suggest : the lily-white Democratic
primary, property qualifications, and ‘“under-
standing” tests which give the examiner much
latitude. The New Orleans Item says frank-
ly: “. . . everybody knows that our election
laws were not constructed to permit denial
of the suffrage to responsible white voters
on technical grounds.” (My emphasis—E. L.)
The excerpts from the press cited in this
book cover a period of eight years. For about
two of those years, the white press of the
South was beginning to turn away from the
national leadership of the Democratic Party.
This was, of course, the period of the New
Deal. In this era the Democratic national
convention abolished its two-thirds rule, thus
weakening the traditional leadership of South-
ern politicians within the party. Roosevelt at-
tempted to purge from the ranks the most
reactionary Southern politicians. So there is
much talk in the press, in this period, of
bolting the party, talk of a complete political
realignment. Unfortunately, this realignment
did not materialize. Roosevelt, as a matter
of fact, never dealt all the cards in the New
Deal deck. His “purges” did not succeed,
precisely because he took no measures to en-
force universal suffrage in the South. Today
the Southern reactionaries are again in the
leadership of the party. But the late, brief
rage of the Southern press against Roosevelt,
as reflected in this volume, is a measure of his
present treachery to the Southern people.
EvrizaBerH LAwsoN.

Brief Reviews

TOIL AND HUNGER, by Don West. Hagglung Press,
San Benito, Texas.

This is a thin volume of poems by Don
West, the well known young Georgia minis-
ter and labor organizer. The poems are about
Southern folk: Georgia plowmen and Caro-
lina mill workers. They are songs of the moun-
taineers and valley-dwellers whom the poet
encountered on his trips as an organizer,
and they sing and burn with the honest hate
that Don West feels for the greedy forces
which trample the lives of Southern people.
These are the poems of a courageous Southern
leader, through which he communicates in
simple, honest, and lyrical words a message
which should be heard by the whole South.
Here in poetry are the ideas and emotions
which West has long ago dared express in
action, action which slowly is changing the
Southern scene.

THE MIDDLE CLASS IN AMERICAN POLITICS, by Arthur
N. Holcombe. Harvard University Press. $2.50.

Professor Holcombe has a special gift for
the scholarly bromide. “From the welter of
discussion a variety of opinion emerges,” or
“The solidarity of the Solid South is not
an altogether natural phenomencn.” Never-
theless, there is some useful material here
which proves the contrary of the book’s
thesis: that middle class politics and philosophy
will save the country. Mr. Holcombe is pa-
thetic when he tries wrestling with- Marx.

TICKETS
$1.00 IN ADVANCE
$1.50 AT THE DOOR
AT THE NEW MASSES
461 -4 AVENUE
AND BOOKSHOPS
BOXES OF
SEATS — $R0

NOTE: 109, discount to all organizations
selling blocks of ten tickets or more.
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STRAIGHT FROM THE CONVENTIONS!

N November 18th the C.I.O. and the A.F.L. Con-

ventions will meet, to be followed on November
22nd by the Farmers Union Convention. They come at
a time when millions are asking: what role will labor
play in the struggle to save the country from another
19172 They come at a time when America is growing
increasingly aware of the need for farmer-labor unity.

In order to ensure our readers full and accurate coverage
of these conventions, the Daily Worker is sending ALAN
MAX to Atlantic City to report the C.I.O. Convention

... LOUIS BUDENZ to New Orleans to report the

A.E.L. Convention ...and HAROLD PREECE to Denver
to report the Farmers Union Convention.

Follow the Conventions in the Dazly and Sunday Worker!
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The Art of David Smith

The master of the medallion, William Blake writes, has achieved “the union of art and a delib-
erate thesis.”” The movies reviewed: “Escape” and “Northwest Mounted Police.”

4 I \HE union of art and a deliberate thesis
has often been productive of brilliant
results, as witness Hogarth, Blake,

Daumier, and countless others. But just as the
invention of photography compelled new de-
partures in illustration, so the discovery of the
social world by the artist must inevitably alter
the view that the eye and hand of the artist
are the servants of an autonomous soul, and
that the incorporation of ideas into art was
a treasonable act, an admittance of the color-
less and formless figments of the brain into
the city of perception. This attitude was fruit-
ful, once religious and historical preoccupa-
tions left us. When the countless Madonnas
and kings went their way, individualist art
increasingly sought its own statement of the
world. Art was bought by individuals, whose
money was private, not social, so both the
producer and consumer of art were synoptic
as to its objects. The artist separated himself
from what he deemed unesthetic material. At
last, in our time, this reached its logical com-
pletion with the abstractionists.

It is the more significant then that so con-
sistent and accomplished a creator of abstract
sculpture as David Smith has imparted his
craftsmanship to this series of medallions that
are related to the present life of men both
through direct citation and by potent symbol-
ism. Three streams converge in his work.
These are abstract art, social theses through
pictorial figures, and, above all, a savant sym-
bolism that for the first time has taken over
the complex and richly allusive imagery of
Bosch, Breughel, and Goya and incised them
in metals. The wealth of this material is so
conjoined and contrived that he who looks
at these medals with fresh and delighted eyes
is compelled to probe more and more, swept
on by their superb passion, until he realizes
that the permutations of this swarming sym-
bolism can never be wholly explored. Hence,
as against dead art in which the picture is
imposed on the spectator, David Smith allows
a legitimate range of association to each ob-
server, who can thus make up his own caden-
zas on these flowing themes.

Of the finish and the painstaking craftsman-
ship of the work, let sculpture speak. Even
dentists’ drills were used for the painful
images, even jewelers’ tools cooperated in this
striking achievement. To those who dread the
woodcut terrors of the Dance of Death or other
bizarre inflections, and for whom all complex
sanity is madness, David Smith will seem be-
wildering. But for those anxious to participate
in his visions, there will come a stern pleasure
in unraveling his thousand devices, and at last
a great fresh shock when a leap in perception
reveals that these devices have made up the

E:

THE FOURTH ESTATE. One of the medallions by David Smith in the current exhibition of
his work at the Willard Gallery, New York City.

drastic, formal unity of the fifteen medals.

David Smith carves a private soldier hired
by industrial capital to shoot down strikers.
He puts him outside the circle of his medal,
this irruption of a new force outside the old
circle of the state. When the fish symbol, sacred
to the Phcenician and Christian of the Cata-
combs as divine totems, reappear in Smith’s
medals, they illustrate modern cloacas to re-
place the Catacombs, the sensational sex press
with its travesties on the passions. Thus the
age-old symbols of the race are woven into the
modern scene to illustrate their graphic equiva-
lents in modern times. In these medals, David
Smith has transcended the simple social mes-
sage, that which treats of the special social
conflicts of our age as though they had no
ancestry. The inferno of these times is given
in its specific quality and intensity, as pro-
duced by the contradictions in society.

Smith releases the free flow of etching and
of oils into metals: thus the curse of im-
mediacy and of merely illustrated theses is
avoided. Look at the society lady whose breasts
are fused into her champagne glasses, at that
medal, rich as antique seals or Hellenistic gems
or coins, wherein the bull takes on a dozen
meanings from sex and fraud to death in the

arena; scrutinize the varied roles of musical
instruments throughout; and ask from what
treasurehold of legend and beauty have come
these fluid orchestrations. Surrealism has dab-
bled in religious and biological symbolism, in
fashionplate trickery, but simplified, in these
medals, it shows itself capable of an expression
that will live.

May David Smith, in less than three years,
have occasion to strike a second series of medal-
lions to commemorate man’s triumph over the
monsters that hold him in rusty chains!

WiLLiaM BLAKE.

Movie Roundup

Nazi refugees, Canadian Mounties,
grape growers, and cattlemen.

’ I VuE worst thing about Nazi Germany,
contrary to the impression conveyed in
MGM’s new anti-Nazi picture, Escape,

is not the stringency of the foreign exchange

restrictions. I should like to tell MGM, as
one anti-Nazi’s opinion, that no one is really
concerned about Germany’s exchange restric-

tions, and if an American lady who is also a
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“No book on Russia has impressed me
as much as this.” THEODORE DREISER

SOVIET POWER

BY REV. HEWLETT JOHNSON
DEAN OF CANTERBURY

An inspiring book which casts the
light of truth on the Soviet Union.
The new way of life is described
as an expression of Christianity in
modern times. Written by a noted
man who has been an engineer,
social worker, and educator as well
as a high ciarch official, the dig-
nity, authority and conviction of
this volume are irresistible.

Contents

1—Apology and Excuse

2—The Soviet Blue-prints the New
Society

3—The Socialist Sixth of the World

4—The Greatest Good for the
Greatest Number

5—The Plan and the Peoples
6—Mental and Spiritual Horizons

The book deals not only with im--

portant problems of economics and
politics, but with ethics, morality,
the family, religion, the whole new
Soviet way of life. In laying the
basis for an understanding of his
approach to the Soviet Union the
author opens the book with his own
autobiography.

Complete and definitive
The timeliest book of our day

Regular edition, cloth, $2.50

Special paper bound edition,
complete, 360 pages

PRICE $1.00*

*Special dollar edition available
only from

WORKERS' BOOK SHOP

50 E. 13 ST., NEW YORK
“WE PAY THE POSTAGE”
SEND FOR OUR BOOK LISTS

German citizen wants to sell her house in
Germany and gyp the Nazis by smuggling the
money across the border, that is her lookout.
When she is caught she is put into a concen-
tration camp along with other frail ladies who
have presumably also violated the exchange
restrictions. I suppose there were workers in
this concentration camp but I didn’t see them.
Just before she is to be executed her son ar-
rives from America and arranges her escape.

The escape is handled just about perfectly,
for Mervyn LeRoy, the director, is an old
hand at that kind of thing. Escaping from a
concentration camp is no joke. First.the camp
doctor gives the lady a drug which induces
coma. Then he pronounces her dead. Then her
son puts her in a coffin and takes her out of
the camp. Then there is the question of a
passport. These sequences are as exciting as
any I have seen in recent movies, and the fact
that the concentration camp might as well have
been Alcatraz is beside the point. If it had been
Alcatraz, an American jail, she would have
had to follow the Will H. Hays code of ethics
and go back to expiate her crime.

In the course of the escape the young Ameri-
can, played by Robert Taylor, tangles with
a countess, played by Norma Shearer, and
persuades her to come to America. It happened
that the day I saw this picture I read the
weekly news letter put out by International
Labor Defense, and if Norma Shearer had
known what was ahead of her in America she
would have settled for Guatemala. She would
have been fingerprinted, and her prints sent
to the FBI. She wouldn’t have been able to
get a job in the defense industry, and if she
got on WPA she would have been thrown off
immediately. If her experiences in Germany
had led her to conclude that something was
cockeyed about capitalism she might have been
prosecuted for criminal syndicalism or for ask-
ing people to sign election petitions, for making
a minor mistake on her passport application,
for conspiracy under the anti-trust act, or for
possessing a copy of Das Kapital. Then she
would have been deported. I don’t think a
German refugee would be at ease in America
knowing that a majority of Congress was only
waiting for the propitious moment to pass
legislation setting up concentration camps
which will be just as hard to get out of as
those in Germany. But wait a minute—she’s
a countess, which puts everything in a different
light. All countesses have to be afraid of in
America is being interned in the Stork Club.

““NORTHWEST MOUNTED POLICE”

Northwest Mounted Police is a familiar
Technicolor epic about red-coated Canadian
Mounties who invariably get their man, and
if you are as fond as I am of Cecil B. DeMille,
the fairy godfather of Hollywood extras, you
will probably like it. It is one long, violent
cliche, peopled with great mobs from whom
you are just able to single out Paulette God-
dard and Gary Cooper. However, your pre-
occupation with its battle scenes, chases, love-
making, and scenery won’t enable you to forget
that the man the Mounties get in 1940 is not

NEW MASSES Classified Ads

50c a line. Payable in Advance. Min. charge $1.50
Approx. 7 words to a line. Deadline Fri. 4 p.m.

APARTMENTS—ROOMS

GENTLEMAN willing to SHARE FURNISHED
APARTMENT with 1 or 2 other congenial persons in
midtown or lower Manhattan. Write NM Box 1749.

QUIET, light ROOM. Near Riverside Drive and sub-
way, one block. ELEVATOR service. 600 West 138th
Street, Apt. 44.

FURS

SKILLED FUR CRAFTSMAN offers you exceptionally
low rates on custom made coats and jackets. Remodeling
and Repairing done to erfectlon Try us. ARMAND
ET SOEUR, 145 West 38 , CHickering 4-1424.

INSTRUCTION—SCHOOLS

RUSSIAN TAUGHT. Modern methods. Elementary m-
termediate, advanced. Special rates for groups. E. Ted
Swan,* 223 East 21 Street. GRamercy 5-1192

COURSES in Dalcroze, Eurythmics and the Dance for
Musicians, Dancers, Actors. Laymen. Register now at
the ASSOCIATED SCHOOLS, 303 West 125 St. Bul-
letin on .request.

INSURANCE
Whatever your needs—PAUL CROSBIE, established
since 19908—FREQUENT SAVINGS, 135 William St.,
N. Y. Tel. BEekman 3-5262,

PERSONAL
GREETING CARDS for all occasions. Individual XMAS
& NEW YEAR cards made to your order by well-known
artist. Write NM Box 1747.

PIANO TUNING

PIANO TUNING, regulating, repairing and voicing.
Member Nat’l Ass’'n Piano Tuners, Inc. Ralph J. Apple-
ton, 505 Fifth Avenue, Tel. MUrray Hili 2-2291.

REDUCING FOR WOMEN

Swedish Massage—Posture Correction—Tennis Instruc-
tion. Solarium. Reasonable rates. Complete trial $2.
Goodwin’s Gym—Roof, 1457 B’way (42 St.) WI 7-8250.

VOLUNTEERS FOR NEW 'MASSES WANTED

NEW MASSES would be grateful for VOLUNTEER
clerical HELP in circulation campaign. Apply Room
1204, 461 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C.

WANTED

STREET SALESMEN WANTED! TO SELL NEW
MASSES. $3 DAILY (6 HRS.) GUARANTEED. AP-
PLY PROMOTION DIRECTOR, NEW MASSES, 461
4th Ave., CAledonia 5-3076.

WEARING APPAREL

Shopping no problem at MISS GOODMAN’S where only
clothes that have ‘‘that certain air” are sold. Dresses,
Coats, Hats, mostly authentic 0r1g1nals, sold way below
actual value. 474 Tth Ave. (36). LA 4

Fur and Fabric Hats desbﬁned especially for your cos-
tIleane‘}a‘;O%lSS GOODMAN’S, 474 Seventh Ave. (36 St.)

GOINGS ON

AMERICA’S WAR MOVES IN THE CARIBBEAN.
BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR., member Daily Worker
editorial board, tells why the U. S. fleet is near Mar-
tinigue, SATURDAY NOVEMBER 23, 2:30 P. M.
WORKERS SCHOOL, 50 East 13 Street, second floor.
Admission - 25 cents.

ALFRED GOLDS’I‘EIN po ular
views THE NEWS OF T
EVENING at Workers School
Street. Admission 25c.

BAZAAR—FUR & CLOTH COATS. DRESSES &
men’s & women’s LEATHER JACKETS. All sizes. Made
by expert workmen. Dancing & entertainment, Sat. &
Sun., Nov. 23 & 24 from 12 noon, at Irving Plaza, Irving
Place & 15 St. Aus. Midtown Education Center.

olmcal ana st, re-
every D
nd floor, 50 East 13

GENEROUS COMMISSIONS—
CHOICE LOCATIONS

The New Masses is now hiring
Street Salesmen

Apply to:

Promotion Director, New Masses
461—A4th Ave.

Please mention NEw MAsSSES when patronizing advertisers
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the treacherous half-breed with no respect for
pure womanhood as represented by Claudette
Colbert, but an official in the Seamen’s Union
who sees no logic in taking a wage cut when
the shipowners are making more money than
they ever saw before in their lives. Hollywood
has given the Mounties the kind of buildup it

gave the FBI, and you would never guess that

they were actually secret political police en-
gaged in labor-spying, strike-breaking, mid-
night raids, and systematic terror.

“THEY KNEW WHAT THEY WANTED”

They Knew What They Wanted suffers
from the same trouble. Its setting makes you
think of vigilantes and fascism when you are
supposed to be thinking of goodness and be-
nevolence, but this time it can’t be blamed on
the newspapers. When the La Follette Civil
Liberties Committee investigated the real con-
ditions in the fruit-growing valleys of Cali-
fornia, the papers were not guilty of giving
the findings any conspicuous publicity. I be-
lieve the House committee studying the migra-
tory labor problem is still in session somewhere
in the country, but you wouldn’t know it from
the press. Mainly due to The Grapes of
Wrath, it is generally recognized that there
aren’t many California grape growers who
own their own ranches unless they are also
presidents of insurance companies, and that
migratory labor is not the result of restlessness
among young men who want independence.
So this story of Charles Laughton, rich and
lovable Italian grape grower, Carole Lom-
bard, poor and desperate waitress, and Wil-
liam Gargan, cad and migratory worker,
seems like an adaptation of a 1925 stage suc-
cess. That, as a matter of fact, is what it is.
In the cast are an unborn baby and Frank Fay,
who tries unsuccessfully in the role of a parish
priest to repress his Broadway leer.

OTHER MOVIES

I also saw The Westerner, Second Chorus,
and Christmas in July. The fight in The
W esterner between farmers and cattlemen is
not an immediate issue at present, but it is
-completely authentic and after all these years,
it ought to be. Walter Brennan is the best bad
man I have ever seen. I’'m afraid he will not
get an Academy award because he is not at-
tached to any studio, in which case I will
start my own Academy. Second Chorus re-
turns Fred Astaire to light comedy after an
awful experience last year in Broadway
Melody. Paulette Goddard, whom I have sent
my autographed photograph for her part in
The Great Dictator, dances with Astaire
briefly and manages to keep up. The fact that
there are only a couple of dances in Second
Chorus would wreck an ordinary Astaire
movie, but fortunately the dialogue doesn’t
remind you of a song-cue and it can stand by
itself, which is astonishing in an Astaire movie.
For a time Astaire is a Dartmouth under-
graduate, but my demand for realism does not
extend to realism in musical comedies. Christ-
mas in July consoles young people with the
thought that if they don’t make enough money

to get married on perhaps they will win
$25,000 in a slogan contest. That is all I can
think of to say against it. The movies this
week have been unusually good. Maybe they’re
our best form of entertainment after all.
Block-booking has been abolished by a consent
decree and I see that Soviet pictures are going
to be shown in this country again.
DanierL Topp.

Staging Hollywood
“Beverly Hills” and “Quiet Please!”
—dramas about the movies.

wo plays about Hollywood have just

appeared and one more is due. If the
third (Glamour Preferred) is no better than
these, you can call it three strikes and out.

Both Quiet Please! (Guild) and Beverly
Hills (Fulton) are conventional triangle stuff,
with no extra angles added. In the first, the
work of F. Hugh Herbert and Hans Kraly,
you are taking part in the shooting of a film,
wherein the great star is .actually (in real
life) pining away for her errant husband. She
gets him back by faking a vengeful one-night
stand with a garage man. In the second, you
are in the home of a successful scenarist whose
ambitious wife wants to wangle him the as-
signment of writing the screen play for the
year’s great super-super. In both you are taken
sub-surface (but not very far) into the busi-
ness of Hollywood producer intrigue, where
all human values disappear in the mad
scramble for money and position. Big Names
are bandied about in the spicy way Louella
Parsons made famous and the screen idols’ feet
are revealed to be of very common clay.

Neither Quiet Please! nor Beverly Hills
(by Lynn Starling and Howard J. Green)
possesses any depth of social analysis or
felicity of execution. Both make a play for
the trade that buys erotic books and pictures.
By implication, of course, it is traditional to
write superficially of superficial people, but a
case could-be made out for the opposite. For
if you want to show how people never develop
beyond the mental and emotional age of
twelve, you ought to know a good deal about
them. Neither of these plays will help you.
And the many genuine, intelligent Hollywood
people do not appear in these plays at all.

In Quiet Please! commendation should go
to Jane Wyatt, Ann Mason, Donald Woods,
and Gordon Jones; in Beverly Hills, an al-
most uniformly excellent cast, numbering
among them Enid Markey, Helen Claire,
Violet Heming, and Doro Merande, work like
T'rojan horses to put the thing over.

I cannot recommend Ethel Waters’ new
show, Cabin in the Sky, despite ingratiating
performances by the star, Rex Ingram, Dooley
Wilson, and the brilliant Katherine Dunham
Dancers. For this is the usual Broadway
chauvinism and restates the usual assumption
that Negroes are charming clowns whose main
interests in life are sex, religion, gambling,
and personal ostentation in clothes. Skip it
please. AvrvaH BEssik.

For the Truth
Behind the
-Headlines

To subscribe to

NEW MASSES

just fill out and mail this form

NEW MASSES, 461 FOURTH AVE., N. Y. C.
Please enter my subscription to New Masses
for the period indicated by the checkmark.

[0 $5.00—One year
[0 $2.75—6 months

[0 Special 2 year Rate $8.00: SAVINGS
$2.00 -
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Labor Will Deci

That organ of the open-shoppers, the Los
Angeles Times of Harry Chandler and the
Associated Farmers, Inc., has a few interesting
ideas in store fof labor. “Draft the Strikers!”
it cries in this clipping from its issue of Nov.
10, 1940. Then there is the forced labor plan,
exposed by NEw Masses’ open letter to Attor-
ney-General Jackson in this issue.

The big question in” America today is Labor.
The great trade unions, the millions of unorgan-
ized workers of America are under fire. This
week the CIO, the AFL, and the Farmers
Union are meeting. The workingmen want to
decide their own destiny.

But the Administration has other plans.
Will FDR succeed in his scheme td tie labor

to the war-machine? War or peace, fascism

or democracy lie in the balance. What will
happen?

Trained reporters on the spot, analysis of the
news without fear or favor . . . this is the
traaition of our magazine.

This week Bruce Minton is in Atlantic City
covering the CIO convention; Bill Gropper is
sketching the dramatic scenes on the floor.
Down in New Orleans Barbara Giles is attend-
ing the AFL meeting. Their stories will appear
in next week’s issue. For later issues, Joseph
North, Simon W. Gerson, James Morison, and
others will write on the great class conflicts now
maturing.

You cannot afford to miss a single issue of
NEW MASSES.

Subscribe Now.

(Please turn to coupon on page 31)
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