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Between Qurselves

DAY after last week’s issue
appeared on the newsstands,
there were dozens of phone
. calls and letters praising
Samuel Sillen’s first article in his
current series. It was the quickest re-
sponse to an NM piece since R.
Palme Dutt’s memorable articles
brought the house down in midsum-
mer. A telegram from a student at
Columbia University: “Sillen’s story
first-rate. Am mailing fifty copies to
Columbia faculty men as an anti-
dote to the Butler peison.” A writer
who contributes frequently to the
Nation and the New Republic (he
“wants his name withheld) noted that
“for the first time have the Cowley-
Mumford-MacLeish crowd been told
off in a manner that should give
them many a sleepless night. I know
those bright boys. The somersault is
part of their regular morning set-
ting-up exercises. Sillen deserves
cheers for his fine work. . . .” And
from A. M. S. in Brooklyn: “I am
sending along this dollar as my in-
surance fee that Sillen’s articles con-
tinue to be published.” Sillen’s third
article will deal with the remaining
breast thumpers in the moral cénver-
sion, and in his fourth and final
article, he will discuss a positive pro-
gram for American intellectuals, all
of whom, he shows, are by no means
hysterically denying everything they
professed in calmer days.
Other articles in immediate issues
of NM that will be must reading
include A. B. Magil’s appraisal of
Roosevelt’s eight years in office. We
prophesy that the Magil analysis will
be widely quoted in the remaining
weeks of the campaign. Readers will
. recall that two years ago he wrote
a series for NM on the Roosevelt
administration, which provided fresh
insight into the works of the squire
from the Hudson Valley. Ruth Mec-
Kenney next week also takes a gan-
der at FDR. Bruce Minton’s devas-
tating profile of William Bullitt will
appear shortly. From London, Allan
Hutt, author of the Post War History
of the British Working Class, writes
that he is preparing an article which
he hopes will reach us “in not too
mangled form,” since, he explains,
“it’s extremely difficult to get any,
sort of objective reporting past our
censorship.” Joshua Kunitz will con-
tinue his discussion of the Soviet
Union.

Hester G. Huntington, whose let-

on charges of “treason” as we mis-
takenly said, but will be tried for
criminal syndicalism. ‘“More impor-
tant,” adds Mrs. Huntington, “is the
fact that arrests and persecutions
against Communists in Oklahoma
arise not out of attempting to place
a minority party on the ballot but
expressly out of other conditions.
‘Evidence’ to be used against Bob
Wood, Ina Wood, Eli Jaffe, and
others does not consist of what these
defendants said or did, but ‘evidence’
is based solely on books and liter-
ature seized in the Workers Book-
shop in Oklahoma City, and out of a
few homes.”

We forgot to mention earlier that
next week NM will publish a trib-

.ute to John Reed, by Michael Gold.

Mike, who knew Reed when they
both worked on the old Masses, re-
calls the spirit and courage which
made Reed a great journalist and a
great fighter. “This year the anni-
versary of John Reed,” writes Mike,
“takes on special poignance. The
second round of war and revolution
is upon us. . . . We are confronted
with the same tests of personal man-
hood and social faith that he faced.
Jolin Reed passed his examinations
with a magnificence that some of us
may now begin to understand. . . .”

Mike will also be among the
speakers at NM’s memorial meeting
for Reed on Sunday, October 20,
2:30 p.m., at Manhattan Center, 34th
Street and 8th Avenue, N. Y. C. Earl
Browder will speak on Reed’s influ-
ence on American life. Among other
participants are Art Young, who
was an intimate of Reed’s; Ruth Mc-
Kenney, William Blake, Maurice
Becker, Alter Brody. The famous
painting of Reed by the late Robert
Hallowell will be exhibited on the
stage of the meeting hall. Marc
Blitzstein will conduct the American
People’s Chorus in a section of his
new opera No for an Answer. You
may obtain tickets for the reserved
section in advance for 50 cents at
NM’s office, 461 Fourth Avenue; the
Workers Book Shop, 50 East 13th
Street; and at the Bookfair, 133 W.
44th Street. Box office prices for the
meeting will be general admission,
50 cents; reserved rows, $1.

Jean Lyon, recording secretary of
the China Aid Information ex-

change, sends us the following let--

er: “The Burma Road, life line to
China, is still closed, by agreement
between Great Britain and Japan.

“This agreement will .end on Oc-
tober 18. It is imperative that it not
be renewed, and that the Burma
Road be fully opened on October
18. The influence of the United
States upon Great Britain can bring
the opening of the road about.

“Messages to our government from
groups like yours have done much
to bring about the scrap metal em-
bargo upon Japan which was an-
nounced last week and the exten-
sion of credits from this country to
China. These two acts are acts for
which our government should be
commended. They are a part of a
policy which should be further ex-
tended, if China’s’ democracy is to
be strengthened, and if America’s
democracy is to be secure. But the
giving of aid to China, in credits
or in relief supplies, will lose its
effectiveness if the supply routes into
China are not kept open.

“Will you join us in making your
voice heard -in Washington? We are
enclosing a copy of the telegram
which we ourselves have sent to
Secretary of State Cordell Hull and
to President Roosevelt. Similar mes-
sages from you within the next few
days, worded in your own way, will

. help tremendously.”

Just in case you haven’t registered
to vote in the forthcoming elections,
our parting word is that you hasten

to put your name on the books. In -
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JOSHUA Kunitz was formerly Mos-
cow correspondent for NM. He is
the author of Dawn Ower Samar-
kand. . . . Kenneth May is a teach-
ing assistant in mathematics at the
University of California. As an un- -
dergraduate his activities included
the Student Judicial Council, the
Open Forum Board, vice president
of the YMCA, secretary of the Stu-
dent- Institute of Pacific Relations,
and many others. Graduating with
highest honors in mathematics, he
was a member of Phi Beta Kappa,
Sigma- Xi, Pi Mu Epsilon (mathe-
matics), and Golden Bear. He is
joint author of Stability of Limited
Competition and Cooperation. His fa-
ther, Professor Samuel C. May, is
head of the Bureau of Public Ad-
ministration at the University of
California, and vice chairman of the
California State Defense Council. . . .
Juan Sarabia is a newspaperman on
one of Mexico’s leading dailies. . . .
Adam Lapin is NM’s Washington
correspondent. . . . Frank J. Wallace
is an authority on economics. . . . Isi-
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is a graduate student specializing
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A Letter from Ruth McKenney

EAR READER: This magazine belongs to its readers as no magazine

ever did. And I tell you now, with all the earnestness I have,

that NEw Massks is teetering today on the ragged edge of suppression
—suppression by deficit. I don’t know any eloquent or fancy way to
put this. I must write it down as I feel it.

Eight pages of invaluable. material were left out this week. We
had to return to twenty-four pages. It was impossible to do otherwise.
But the loss of eight pages, bad as it is, is not the worst of it. The
cash to pay the paper concern is not at hand. The loans that pulled
us through the summer have come due. We need only $6,000, but we
must have it. A magazine like ours, forever skirting the danger mark,
is now right on that line. If we don’t get this amount, the whole tender
balance may be destroyed. You helped this year with $20,000. We
need $6,000 more to make both ends meet. We must make both ends
meet. '

This is your magazine. It belongs to you. And it’s in danger of
fading out of American life just as it reaches its greatest maturity.
We who work on New Masskes love it. We live with it and dream

about it. We can’t imagine America without it. And we hope you

won’t be able to imagine it either. We ask you “Do you believe in

peace?” and dear friends, the only way you can answer yes, and save
us, is by sending us every quarter or dollar or five-dollar bill you
can possibly spare.

Don’t let the message for peace die because there isn’t money

Rurky e Jbsmsy

(Please turn to page 21)

enough for paper to print it on.
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Denial of ballot rights to minority parties threatens democracy. Roosevelt and Willkie follow
the course of the betrayers of France. Fourth in a series of editorials on election issues.

Ip somebody say “free elections” ?
D In Pennsylvania forty-three men
and women are now on trial, charged
with fraud and conspiracy, because they col-
lected signatures to place the Communist
Party on the ballot. ‘

In Lewiston, Ill., two men and two women
face ten years each in prison on charges of
criminal syndicalism for collecting signatures
on Communist nominating petitions.

In West Virginia Oscar Wheeler has been
sentenced from six to fifteen years because
he too exercised his constitutional right to
solicit signatures to Communist petitions.

In twenty-seven states of the union elec-
tion rights have been violated by the action
of the authorities in ruling off the ballot mi-
nority parties—Communist, Socialist, Social-
ist Labor, and Prohibition, with the Commu-
nists the chief victims. ‘

This is happening in America in 1940. This
is happening in the land in which the leaders
of the two major parties are exhorting the
people to a holy crusade against fascism. It
is happening under the Constitution whose
fourteenth amendment declares: “No state
shall make or enforce any law which shall
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens
of the United States. ...”

Free elections? Was that Poe’s raven
croaking “Nevermore,” or was it the Demo-
publican bird of prey?

At the University of Pennsylvania the
other day the President of the United States
had something to say on this subject.

As long as periodic free elections survive, no set
of people can deny the right to vote to any other
set. In the maintenance of free elections rests the
_ complete and the enduring safety of our form of
government.

Only a few days before at Coffeyville, Kan.,
Wendell Willkie said: “. . . the fundamental
issue of this campaign is the preservation of
democracy itself.”

The Democratic and Republican presiden-
tial candidates are right. But by their own
words they and their parties stand convicted.
The assault on the ballot rights of minority
parties is a product of the war hysteria fo-
mented by the leadership of both the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties, particularly
their standard bearers. And Republican and
Democratic state officials are today impartial-
ly engaged in $apping the foundations of
democracy. Free elections are a mockery, when
in twenty-seven states of the union the right
to vote is reduced to the privilege of voting
“Ja” for either of the two pro-war candidates.

Just consider what is happening in this
America .of ours. We are being told that
the country must prepare to defend itself

against fascism. In the name of anti-fascist
defense these things ‘are being done: the
presidential candidate of an anti-fascist, anti-
war party, Earl Browder, is sentenced to
four years in jail and a $2,000 fine for a
minor technical violation of the passport laws
(only the other day two British subjects,
Harry and William Revel, were convicted
under the same statute for admitted falsifi-
cation of birth certificates and other frauds
and were fined $500 each, with no prison
sentence) ; this same presidential candidate
is, at the request of the Roosevelt administra-
tion, denied the right to leave New York
City to campaign in his own behalf; Con-
gress passes the Voorhis registration bill,
which is intended to provide a blacklist of
Communists in industry, but can be used
against other groups that cooperate with or-
ganizations abroad, as do many labor unions;
the House of Representatives passes a resolu-
tion urging the states to rule off the ballot
any organization which allegedly seeks to
overthrow the government; a.purge of Com-
munists on WPA rolls is organized on so

broad a basis that even signers of Communist

nominating petitions, though they may be
Democrats or Republicans, are included;
scores of AFL and CIO trade unions and
their officials are prosecuted under the anti-
trust laws; Governor Lehman of New York
invokes a World War statute to launch a
witch-hunt directed at “subversive activities” ;
in Oklahoma eight mén and women are
placed on trial for criminal syndicalism after
a series of illegal raids on their homes and
the violation of their most elementary rights;
in Detroit the FBI seizes sixteen citizens
on charges of recruiting for loyalist Spain;
in Philadelphia and other cities the Dies
committee conducts illegal raids on Com-
munist headquarters; members of the pacifist
religious sect, Jehovah’s Witnesses, are beaten
up and thrown into jail; 3,500,000 aliens are
registered and set apart as a suspect caste.
And in the name of anti-fascist defense
these things too are being done: Father
Coughlin, Gen. George Van Horn Moseley,
and other fuehrers, and organizations like
the Ku Klux Klan are given a free hand
to carry on their fascist, anti-Semitic activi-
ties; the Ford Motor Co., headed by
the Nazi sympathizer and Jew-baiter, Henry
Ford, is given government contracts; nine
members of the fascist Christian Front who
plotted violence are acquitted, and the fed-
eral government for the third time postpones
the retrial of five others until after the elec-
tions; the Department of Justice fails to take
any action against John Hoza, agent of the
Nazi-dominated Bata shoe interests, who has
sworn falsely at least fourteen times in regard
to his citizenship; an agent of Mayor “I Am

the Law” Hague, Roosevelt supporter, re-
veals that the 1937 Jersey City poll books
were burned to hide election frauds; the ad-
ministration prevents Senate action on the
anti-lynching bill which has passed the House.

Does this sound painfully familiar? Does
it read like something that has all happened .
before? Does it make you ask: is this Amer-
ica, October 1940, or is it France, September
1939-June 1940?

The truth must be faced. The Roosevelt
administration is not fighting fascism. It is
fighting anti-fascism. With the support of the
Republicans, it has adopted the policies and
tactics of the men who betrayed France to
Hitler. These are times that put the demo-
cratic professions of all men to the test. There
are liberals who have had the courage to
speak out. There is, for example, the Com-
mittee on Election Rights—1940, headed by
Dashiell Hammett, which has been set up
by the National Federation for Constitu-
tional Liberties. Recently this committee
made public an open letter from eighty-three
prominent churchmen, educators, and other
public figures to Attorney General Robert
H. Jackson, urging him to take action to pre-
vent minority parties from being deprived of
their ballot rights.

But there are other liberals, so-called, who
prefer to keep silent—and in this case silence
gives consent—or even to lend direct aid to
the anti-democratic forces. Those two tra-
ditional organs of American liberalism, the
Nation and New Republic, have an inglori-
ous record in this respect. The Nation has

" failed to publish a single editorial or article

protesting the assault on the ballot rights of
minority parties. Having accepted the major
premise of supporting a reactionary war and
America’s participation in it, this magazine
now seems ready to subscribe to the full anti-
democratic syllogism. In a letter mailed to
its readers, the Nation urges the government
“to deal swiftly and vigorously with all fifth-
column elements, of the left or right.” This
is the Daladier-Blum policy which led France
to disaster. Its results for our own country
can be no less disastrous.

The crisis we are living through is a
challenge to all who sincerely wish to defend
American democracy against the fascist threat
within and without. “Every nation that has
lost its. liberties,” Earl Browder recently
pointed out, “started on the downward path
with the act of suppressing the Communists.”
For non-Communists, therefore, whatever
views they may hold on other issues, the de-
fense of the civil rights of Communists is an
act of elementary self-preservation. And in
this period it is the acid test of liberalism.
Those who keep silent today are already the
slaves of fascism.
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The Theft of the Ballot

A4 good cross-section of the status of American civil liberties is pro-
vided by this resume of what is happening in the wvarious states with
respect to the efforts of the Communist Party to place its candidates on
the ballot. The record up to October 8 shows that the party is already
on the ballot in nineteen states. It has filed in five more in whick the
authorities have as yet made no final decision, and will file in an addi-
tional two. It has been ruled off the ballot in twelve states, in eight
of which it is seeking reinstatement through court action. In ten states
it made no effort for various reasons to be placed om the ballot. Despite
the drive against minority parties, officials of the Communist Party
believe it wnll be on the ballot in about thirty states.

ALaBaMA: Filed nominations. On ballot.

ARIZONA: Filed 436 signatures from five counties. Ruled off
ballot on ground that candidates could not swear to uphold Con-
stitution, if elected, because they are sworn to overthrow it.
Federal court refused jurisdiction in case. State court dismissed
suit without passing on the issues. New court action instituted.
ARKANSAS: Filed nominations by convention. Ruled off ballot
on ground that the Communist Party advocates overthrow of
government by force and violence. Trial on mandamus suit set
for October 11. J. B. Matthews appearing as witness for state.
CALIFORNIA: Filed nominations by convention. Temporary in-
junction restraining printing names on ballot granted, but later
thrown out of court. On ballot. }

coNNECTICUT: Filed 7,500 signatures September 24. Needed
6,500. On ballot.

coLorADO: Filed five hundred required signatures.

DELAWARE: No effort made to get on ballot. Law requires 750
signers to state they are members of party.

FLORIDA: Only a party having enrolled as members thereof
5 percent of all registered voters of state can be on ballot.
GEORGIA : State convention had to file nominations by October 6.
Convention must be held in a county courthouse. Use of court-
house in Atlanta denied to CP. Attorney General has ruled CP
cannot be on ballot. Party nevertheless held convention in private
home and is fighting for place on ballot.

"10wA: Filed nominations by convention. On ballot.

iDAHO: Filed nominations by convention. On ballot.

INDIANA : Filed eight thousand signatures. 7,798 required. Gov-
ernor has announced conference of election commissioners to con-
sider petitions of American Legion, rotary clubs, etc., to bar CP.
1.LiNors: Filed 28,000 signatures September 17. Ruled off on
ground that did not have at least 200 from each of fifty coun-
ties. Could not get signatures because of campaign of violence
directed against canvassers since June.

KANSAS: Filed nominations by convention. Upon Secretary of
State’s refusal to accept collected signatures, filed petition with
3,200 signatures from thirty-two counties. Ruled off ballot.
Mandamus action pending. .

KENTUCKY: Filed 1,400 signatures June 24. Needed 1,000.
Temporary injunction against party appearing on ballot dissolved
September 27. Dies committee sent each signer a letter imply-
ing that he was under the scrutiny of a committee to investi-
gate subversive activities. Authorities invalidated enough signa-
tures to rule party off ballot.

LOUISIANA: No effort to get on ballot. Need 1,500 signatures
of voters not registered in another party to affiliate with CP.
98 percent of all voters are registered with another party.
MAINE: CP on ballot. On ballot in state elections September 10.
MARYLAND: Filed 2,400 signatures in June. Secretary of State
has not yet certified nominations. Governor has called on Secre-

tary of State to withhold certification. Dies committee sent let- .

ter to each signer. Eleven canvassers indicted on charges of prac-
ticing fraud and misrepresentation in the collection of signatures.
MASSACHUSETTS: Ruled off ballot. Legal action resulted in re-
instatement on ballot.

MissoURI: Filed by convention. Ruled off ballot on charge that
the party failed to comply with statutory requirements. All
minority parties filed under same form. Secretary of State ruled
that since objections were made only to CP filing, others have

right to be on ballot. Seeking reinstatement by court action.
mississipPI: Must file by October 21. Fifty signatures required.
MINNESOTA : Filed more than required two thousand signatures.
On ballot, g

MICHIGAN : Filed nine thousand signatures in June. Two actions
brought to bar CP from ballot on ground that it is a foreign
party were dismissed. On ballot.

MONTANA: Filed by convention. On ballot.

NEVADA: No effort made to get on ballot. Law requires signa-
tures of 5 percent of voters.

NEBRASKA: No effort made to get on ballot. Law requires 750
people at a convention to sign a register.

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Filed 1,100 signatures. On ballot.

NEW JERSEY: Filed two thousand signatures in June. Dies com-
mittee sent letters to all signers. On ballot.

NEW YORK: Had to file twelve thousand signatures with at least
fifty from each county by October 8. Filed nearly 40,000.

NEw MExico: Filed nominations by convention. On ballot. -
NORTH DAKOTA: Filed three hundred signatures. On ballot.
NORTH CAROLINA: No effort made. Ten thousand signatures
required.

oHio: Filed 34,000 signatures September 6. Needed 24,000.
Ruled off ballot for insufficient signatures. No opportunity given
to party for hearing. Supreme court of state refused to sign
order to show cause in petition for writ of mandamus. Dies com-
mittee sent letter to each signer. Newspapers published names
of signers. Seeking reinstatement through further court action.
OKLAHOMA: No effort made to get on ballot.

OREGON: Required 250 people at convention. Only one hun-
dred appeared, due to threats of violence from Legion, etc. Ruled
off ballot.

PENNSYLVANIA: Filed 26,000 signatures in April. Needed seven-
teen thousand. Dies committee sent letters to all signers. News-
papers published names of signers. Fifty canvassers indicted for
fraud, etc. Eleven already convicted. Campaign by Annenberg
papers for dismissal of teachers who signed petitions. On ballot.
RHODE 1SLAND: Filed required five hundred signatures. On ballot.
SOUTH CAROLINA: No effort made to get on ballot.

SoUTH DAKOTA: No effort made to get on ballot.

TENNESSEE: Nominations of presidential electors must be filed
by state committee by October 26. Nomination of candidate for
US Senate already filed. Governor and Democratic “Boss”
Crump called upon election board to bar CP from ballot. Board
held hearing on matter. No decision yet.

TEXAS: Filed nominations by convention. On ballot.

uTAH: Ruled off ballot on ground of failure to comply with
statutory requirements, New statutes enacted 1939. Attorney
General’s ruling appears to be a subterfuge. Seeking reinstate-
ment through court action.

vERMONT: Filed twelve hundred signatures. Needed 1,127,
VIRGINIA : Filed by convention September 26. On ballot.
WASHINGTON : Barred from ballot on ground CP advocated vio-
lent overthrow of government. Seeking reinstatement through
court action.

wiscoNsIN : Filed seventeen hundred signatures. One thousand
required. On ballot. '

WEST VIRGINIA: Filed 8,684 signatures May 13. Newspapers
attacked Party. Dies Committee sent letters to all signers. Ameri-
can Legion printed pamphlet with names of all signers listed

_ by county of residence. 150 signers indicted for voting in pri-

mary after signing. Ten indicted for fraud in collection of signa-
tures. Oscar Wheeler, CP candidate for governor, sentenced
to from six to fifteen years for alleged fraud in collection of
signatures. On action of Legion, injunction granted barring
party from ballot on ground of insufficient signatures. One thou-
sand signatures removed after intimidated signers said they did
not know what they were signing.

wyoMING: No effort made to get on ballot.
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Mr. Gedye’s Retreat from Moscow

Joshua Kunitz’s analysis of Mr. Gedye’s correspondence. The truths nobody can deny. First
of a series on the Soviet Union.

R. G. E. R. Gedye, who served as
M the New York Times correspon-

dent in the Soviet Union for about
a year, recently left that country in a state of
extreme irritation. What got under his skin
more than anything else, it seems, was the
Soviet censor, whose “obtuseness,” ‘‘igno-
rance,” and “linguistic helplessness” Mr.
Gedye describes in indignant and meticulous
detail—consuming almost one-third of the
space in his series of nine- articles just pub-
lished. v ‘

I will discuss the relations between corre-
spondents in the USSR and the Soviet censor
in a subsequent article. Here I merely want
to record the fact that Mr. Gedye left the
Soviet Union in disgust. The censor was the
main, but not the only cause. Numerous other
annoyances haunted Mr. Gedye to the very
last minute of his stay in that unhappy land.
Red tape in getting his passport. Red tape in
getting out his baggage. Red tape in getting
out his car. Red tape in getting out his dog.
Everybody in every Commissariat in Moscow
seemed to have conspired to make Mr. Gedye’s
last days in the Red capital an excruciating
experience.

Then there was ‘“the stifling forty-hour
journey to Odessa in a fly-infested sleeper
with double windows screwed up to prevent
any one from opening them and thus letting
in the constant stream of soot and cinders
from the engine together with a breath of air.”

And finally, the last ironic touch—Mr.
Gedye’s dip in the warm waters of the Black
Sea from which he emerged “unexpectedly
spotted, like a leopard, with oil.”

Yes, the southern sun, the wind-swept
Ukrainian steppe, and the warm Black Sea
all worked in collusion with the censor, the
customs officials, and the People’s Commis-
sariat of Internal Affairs to make Mr. Gedye
miserable.

And as Mr. Gedye boarded the Soviet
“wonder ship” Swvanetia on his way to Varna,
he was in no mood to enjoy the luxurious
liner with its “lovely lines,” “magnificent
staterooms,” its ‘“‘up-to-date discreet indirect
lighting,” and “three dance floors.” Indeed,
the very fact that the boat was so “spick and
span’’ was proof positive that it was not meant
for comfortable and relaxed travel, but as an
exasperatingly “‘impressive piece of Soviet
propaganda.”

MOSCOW ASSIGNMENT

Gedye recalled how a year before, eagerly
expectant, he was speeding northward—one
who realized an ambition cherished for years
on receiving the Moscow assignment from the
New York Times.” Moscow! The city that
served so many intellectual nonentities as a
stepping stone to prominence—‘commenta-

tors,” “interpreters,” ‘“expounders”’ of the
. “Bolshevik experiment.” People who could not
understand, let alone explain, anything occur-
ring in their own countries would take brief
trips to the Soviet Union and write and find
markets for their profound insights into the
greatest and most sweeping revolution in his-
tory. He, Gedye, would of course be different.
Those were the days when the Soviet Union
was still patiently trying to arouse the English
and French to some positive action ; and Gedye,
who knew and detested the Nazis, was sympa-
thetic toward the Soviet’s advocacy of resis-
tance to the aggressors. Besides, there was the
fact of his expulsion by the Nazis from Aus-
tria—surely, that would make him especially
persona grata in Moscow. As a craftsman, as a
journalist, as an author of a recently published
best seller, he saw in the USSR a promising
field for his activity, a place where he might
justifiably hope to enhance his reputation and
further his career.
" Then everything went flooey. Collective se-
curity collapsed. The Soviet signed a pact with
Germany. The war with Finland broke out.
To curb the torrent of lies a censorship was
established. No more “free” literary exercises.
No more guesses. Yes, and no more tenden-
tial selection of facts from the Soviet press
to please the bitterly anti-Soviet owners of the
Times. _

And now that he was coming back to the
capitalist world, that world of freedom, peace,
prosperity, and joy, he must hasten to gather
the broken threads of his reputation and ex-
plain to disappointed admirers the reasons for
his mission’s failure. But Mr, Gedye is a man
with a liberal habit of mind. In his very first
article he shows evidences of misgivings as to
his objectivity when he vehemently assures his
readers ‘“‘that it is in no spirit of resentment,
far less of ill will, toward the Soviet Union
that these and other more important facts
about that country will be recorded.” The
mere fact that Mr. Gedye felt the need for
such qualification is revealing. The point is
that he was suffering from a dualism in his
attitude toward the Soviet Union which he
could not overcome, a dualism generated in the
gulf between his subjective resentments and
the objective truth. ,

It is this dualism that underlies the peculiar

I technique characteristic of his entire series of

articles—that of granting something with one
hand (conscience!) and almost invariably tak-
ing it away with the other (resentment!). But
even in the hands of a master, this balancing
technique is not quite impeccable. Despite Mr.
Gedye’s vigilance, some exceedingly important
and unqualified admissions favorable to- the
Soviet Union do slip through, -carefully
tucked away though they are in a thick
blanket of irrelevancies. Similarly, many

harshly unfavorable things appear without
anything favorable to counterbalance them.
Accordingly, in my analysis of Mr. Gedye’s
series I classified all of his observations and
comments under three distinct heads: 1. Un-
qualifiedly Favorable; 2. Unqualifiedly Un-
favorable; 3. Balanced. As I studied these
categories before me I was struck by some-
thing that may surprise Mr. Gedye himself
when he learns of it. I discovered that whereas
in the matter of space the first of the above
categories is incomparably less imposing than
the other two, from the point of view of funda-
mental importance the few short items in that
category are absolutely overwhelming, eclips-
ing everything else contained in the series.
Take this one:

_ I have convinced myself of the existence of what
is perhaps the best thing that the Russian Revo-
lution has created—a spirit of real, classless com-
radeship—comrades in adversity, if you will—
which takes account of neither age, sex, or income.

Ponder the full meaning of this casual re-
mark made not by a Communist, not by a
sympathizer (sympathizers have been asserting
it all along), but by one who set out to write
a blistering expose of the land of socialism.

If it is actually true, “adversity” or no “ad-
versity,” that a spirit of real, classless comrade-
ship which takes account of neither age, sex,
nor income has come to dominate the social re-
lations of 200,000,000 people, of scores of .
nationalities, spread over one-sixth of the land
surface of the globe, then the Soviet Union
has realized in a brief twenty-three years what
mankind’s noblest spirits, thinkers, and re-
ligious leaders had been futilely yearning and
striving for for thousands of years.

If this is true, if a real spirit of classless
comradeship prevails among old and young,
men and women, then this is an achievement
of such universal magnitude, that all of Mr.
Gedye’s sorrowful tales about the shortage of
dog biscuits and the high price of cheese are
reduced to the lowest plane of pettiness and
Philistinism. Who cares? With such a spirit
in the land, man can face anything, man can
achieve everything.

Take another observation, complementing
the first:

The complete absence of embarrassment—if you
prefer it—of respectful awe—in children addressing
adult strangers with whom they obviously feel per-
fect equality is another good thing I have never
seen outside the Soviet Union.

Does Mr. Gedye realize what he is saying?
If it is true that the Soviet child is endowed
with the spirit of confidence, self-reliance, in-
dependence, and trust to such a degree as to
render him unique among the children of the
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world (and Mr. Gedye, we take it, has trav-
eled much and seen much), then we must
conclude that there is something in the at-
mosphere of the Soviet home, and the Soviet
school, and Soviet society as a whole that is
particularly conducive to the development of
such a spirit. You cannot tear this phenomenon
from its social context and pass it off casually
in three obscure lines. The social implications
of this indubitable fact are tremendous. Pro-
fessor Dewey has written volumes, and other
educationists have written many, many more
volumes—this has been going on for decades—
. in the pursuit of an educational formula that
would bring precisely such results as have ap-
parently been obtained under socialism. Why
has Professor Dewey failed? Why have all the
educationists in the capitalist countries failed?
Why have the Soviet educationists succeeded ?
These are weighty questions. Yet the answer
to all these weighty questions is a simple one:
a free, independent, self-reliant child can de-
velop only in a milieu in which the general
spirit is that of freedom, self-reliance, and in-
dependence. You can not have one without the
other; the presence of one presupposes the
presence of the other.

These Soviet children, and every passing
year millions of them reach adulthood, give
the lie to all those detractors (including Mr.
Gedye himself) who bandy about such words
as authoritarianism, totalitarianism, dictator-
ship, serfdom, etc.

The presence of such children is the best
proof and guarantee of Soviet democracy, the
most advanced democracy in the modern
world.

Finally, take that part in Mr. Gedye’s last
article where he considers the hypothetical
case of what would happen if the Red Army
ever marched into Bulgaria:

There would be none of the “racial” lunacy that
follows in the wake of Hitler’s armies. . . . There
would be no persecution of the Jews, who after a
time would amazedly begin to realize for the first
time in centuries that in ewery respect they were
equal with other Soviet citizens, with completely
equal opportunities and freed from the effects of
every social prejudice. . . . Jews play a full, but
not disproportionate part in the life of Soviet
Russia . . . and in the absence of the old official
Czarist incitements to pogroms, the non-Jews ap-
peared unconscious of any difference between the
Jewish and all the other peoples of the Soviet Union.

Yes, none of the “racial” lunacy, or “na-
tional” lunacy, or “tribal” lunacy that has
ravaged humanity from the earliest dawn of
its history to the present time. In one sixth of
the globe, embracing nearly 200,000,000 peo-
ple, the sublime principle of fraternity, of abso-
lute equality—social, economic, cultural, po-
litical, and every other kind—of all peoples
and races and nationalities, be they black or
white or red or yellow, has been firmly and
irretrievably established.

““This lesson of ‘fraternity’ at least has sunk
in very deep,” concludes Mr. Gedye in this
section of his series. In other words, in the
historically infinitesimal space of twenty-three
years the Soviet Union has managed to eradi-

cate one of the gruesomest blights in man’s
history, the cause of countless wars and strife
and misunderstandings, of millions upon mil-
lions of violent deaths through the ages, the
cause of the deepest tragedies in the lives of
hundreds of millions throughout the contempo-
rary capitalist-imperialist world.

If the Soviet Revolution had accomplished

7
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nothing else but this one thing, its right to
eternal glory is assured. And -those who have
had the vision of a united humanity and have
succeeded in making that vision a throbbing,
luminous, palpable reality are assured of the
gratitude and reverence of endless generations
to come. ‘
Josaua Kunirrz.
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Lewis Mumford’s “Mein Kampf”’

Samuel Sillen says his book, “Faith for Living,” is a ‘“faith for dying.” The “liberal” case for
fascism. “The rich will remain custodians of their wealth—the poor, of their poverty.”

most flagrant statement of the “lib-

eral” case for fascism which the war
crisis has so far produced. Mr. Mumford’s
impassioned contribution to hysteria is a more
elaborate expression of the same principle
which Nicholas Murray Butlér announced to
the Columbia faculty last week. In essence,
this principle calls for the defeat of democ-
racy at home as a prerequisite for the defeat
of fascism abroad. To save American freedom
from the Nazi threat, we are to Nazify
America; to conserve peace, we are to make
war; to defend our living standards, we are
to cripple the labor movement. Greeted with
enthusiasm by a number of other ex-liberals,
like Waldo Frank and Paul de Kruif, Faith
for Living epitomizes the appalling philosophy
of surrender to reaction which one section of
American intellectuals is busily constructing.
It brings into sharp relief the repudiation of
_liberal values by Freda Kirchwey’s jingoistic
Nation and Bruce Bliven’s tremulously re-
pentant New Republic.

This plea for repression has already
been adopted as an inspirational war manual,
a sort of cultured Mein Kampf, by the
New York Times, which has been quick
to reward the ex-liberals for whom Mr. Mum-
ford speaks. “It is a noble and heartening piece
of work,” writes J. Donald Adams, editor of
the Sunday Times book section, ‘“and I should
like particularly to think of it being read this
Fall and Winter in every college room in
America.” This totalitarian wish would be
father to the totalitarian deed if the spirit and
program of Faith for Living should ever pre-
vail in our land. It would indeed be read in
every classroom—by ministerial decree of some
native Goebbels.

Ex-liberal Maury Maverick, who brags
that “I’'m a swell demagogue,” might be just
“the man for the assignment. Mr. Mumford is
more refined than the Mayor of San Antonio,
and he has more complex ways of saying that
he is “sick” of being ‘‘so damned liberal.” But
he merely preaches what Maverick practices.
The philosopher says that “the majority must
not scruple to use any necessary amount of
coercion upon minority groups who might, if
the danger were less, be converted by the slow
process of reason, or blandly ignored”; and
he assumes that those who support his attack
on the peace and well-being of the masses
are a majority, rather than a tiny minority.
The Texas politician, equally impatient with a
lumbering and antiquated reasoning process,
has set up “a municipal home guard,” five
hundred strong, has refused meeting halls to
people with whom he disagrees, and has, he
tells the press, “adopted the communications

I EwIs MuUMFORD’s Faith for Living is the

method of the German army—we can reach

any point in town within one minute.” Dis-

mayed by peace sentiment among many church
groups, Mr. Mumford attacks the “social irre-
sponsibility of the Christian Churches.” And
Mr. Maverick echoes: “We've got to keep the
Bible handy. But we need a gun too.” We
need guns, and we must use them, the sooner
the better: that is the faith which Mlr. Mum-
ford offers to his “soft” fellow-Americans.

FAITH FOR DYING

It is a faith for dying, not a faith for living.
Death comes to all, Mr. Mumford assures us,
“but death comes best to those who are ready
to die, so-that Man may live.” With blasphe-
mous irresponsibility, he calls us to the banners
of the money-changers with the words of
Jesus. He fortifies us with inspiring sentences
from the Bhagavad-Gita and the New Testa-
ment: “Counting gain or loss as one, prepare
for battle!” “He that loseth his life shall find
it.” He seeks to intoxicate us with a death-
wish for imperialist war even at the moment
that he declares, with engaging candor: “The
war will not be utopian; far from it; nor will
that which survives it, if anything survives,
be an easy way of living.” Brazenly, he in-
sists that in 1917 only our “slogans” were
wrong; our “actions” were right. And he
promises that as a reward for similar actions
in 1940, as a reward for killing and being
killed without the benefit of slogans, we shall
enjoy that blissful sense of comradeship which
is awakened in a shipwreck on the high seas.
We shall have faith to go down with a song
of praise on our lips.

The purpose of this rhetoric is to prepare us
for the joyful acceptance of sacrifice. We are
too crude: we demand bread. Mr. Mumford
offers us more spiritual satisfactions. Spoiled
by our present “economy of comfort,” we are
to be regenerated by transferring our loyalty
to an “economy of sacrifice.” Since only
45,000,000 Americans are living below the
“safety line” of nourishment (according to the
recent estimate of Miss Harriet Elliott, Con-
sumer Commissioner of the Defense Board),
since only ten million people are unemployed,
it is quite clear that we have been languishing
in “material abundance.” This is demoraliz-
ing; a change is necessary : “Our new economy
must assume that hardship, difficulty, and
poverty are normal aspects of life; that every-
thing above that level, for our generation, is
a piece of unqualified good luck, to be valued
for what it is, a rare and exceptional thing,
not to be demanded as a right.” Under the new
economy in which we are to have faith, “Pov-
erty, hardships, wounds, and death will be our
daily pay.”

With touching sadness, Mir. Mumford notes
that “Most Americans, even .the working
class, are starkly unprepared for this change.
That is why they cling so fatuously to the

notion of peace. . . .” Even the working class!
Fatuous ingrates, do you not understand that
“This change will bear lightest on the poor
and the insecure, the unemployed and the un-
skilled,” since you haven’t known much better
anyway ? Mr. Mumford has been peeking into
the lives of the poor, and he has recently made
a shocking discovery. In a study of.a family
on relief he came across some “pathetic starve-
lings” who asked: “Haven’t. I got a right to
a car? Haven’t I got a right to a new suite
of furniture?” Social climbers, proletarian
pushers, what sort of nonsense is this? Listen
to Mr. Mumford: “And the only answer now,
to rich and poor, must be a firm one. The only
right anyone has as an American is an equal
share in the good life. Not a life of material
abundance; but a life of comradeship, art, and
love.” Of course, the rich will have to chip in
too, but we must not push matters too far. We
must permit them to retain their possessions,
even if only “in a relation of bare custodian-
ship.” The rich will remain custodians of their
wealth; and the poor will remain custodians
of their poverty. In a period of such danger,
what patriot could challenge the equity of
this arrangement? -

AREAS OF FAITH

Before the reader turns to Mein Kampf for
parallel passages, he should go on patiently
with Mr. Mumford’s story. The renewal of
faith, he tells us, must take place.in three par-
ticular areas: the family, the land, and the
self. The trouble with the American family
is that “From the standpoint of current
fashion, it is more important . . . to spend
eight hours hammering at a typewriter or
sewing in a dressmaking factory, or even to
stand all day at a counter in a drygoods store
than to make a bed properly, diaper a baby
neatly, or grow a beautiful stalk of snap-
dragons.” This is a wicked ‘“fashion,” and
Mr. Mumford is very stern with the dress-
makers and typists who ‘“have not husbanded
their energies for nurture and for passionate
play.” Nobody in the neighborhood of Mr.
Mumford’s farm has so little sense ‘as that.
“Be fruitful, not prudent: increase and multi-
ply your children, not the ciphers in your bank
account.” Those, says Mr. Mumford with
admirable modesty, are the sane words of our
time. He is annoyed with people who wait
until they can afford a crib and carriage; he
dares them to have a child even though they
must use a basket. And, presumably, even
though they must use the water from the
faucet for orange juice and cod liver oil; or a
parking lot for -a maternity ward. v

We shall have compensations for our sacri-
fice: “a new joy in fecundity,” “the develop-
ment of the erotic ritual,” “an opportunity to
enjoy the wealth of the poor: children.” And,
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supreme consolation, we shall begin to keep
daily family histories, souvenirs, and anecdotes,
for some of our young people will die before
their time, and we must establish family con-
tinuity! Indeed, bad times are good for family
life. During the depression, Mr. Mumford
discovered that “Unemployment in many
households meant that children had the privi-
lege of playing with their father at other times
than the frayed end of the day.” ,

And we must return to the soil; we have
been devitalized by our urban existence. The
surest basis for patriotism is the region, be-
cause in its “best sense, patriotism is always
narrow and intense. . . .” The increasing nar-
rowness of Mr. Mumford’s patriotism since
he left the tenements for the terraced gardens
is perhaps a sufficient proof of his thesis. But
there is one ray of hope: men are beginning
“to settle down and take root”’—as the epic
of the Joad family no doubt demonstrated to
Mir. Mumford’s satisfaction.

As for the third main area of renewal, “the
self,” it is time to recognize that the human
personality is tempered through hard, “per-
haps fatal,” compulsions. It therefore follows
that our youth, suffering from lethargy and
cynicism, should be “toughened off” in “labor
camps.” For young people nearing military
age, Mr. Mumford offers an attractive future:
“The hardships they will encounter in the
service, the lack of domestic comforts, the lean
days of backbreaking, sometimes ugly work,
the individual’s occasional loneliness far from
his own roof—all this will breed a toughness
that no other mode of education, short of war,
can produce, except under conditions that per-
manently stultify the spirit.”

DEFENSE AGAINST FASCISM

If one objects that these camps may also
stultify the spirit, one will doubtless be made
to understand that “minor curtailments of
private liberties” are necessary for defense
against fascism. Mr. Mumford anticipates that
a, people devoted to democratic ideals will be
reluctant to accept his fascist proposals in the
interests of a war against fascism. He is so
furious with the American people for resisting
such demagogy that he slanders our population
indiscriminately. Every big city, he says, counts
“by the million” people who. have ‘“a common
contempt for life on any other level than that
of animal satisfaction, animal wvitality.” The
powerful peace sentiment of the masses is in-
terpreted as a “passive barbarian’s whine” that
freedom and democracy are just words and
that we might as well be ruled by Hitler as by
anybody else! This palpable distortion and
slander is coupled with an attack on genuine
anti-fascists reminiscent of Hitler’s attack, in
Mein Kampf, on the “Marxist liars” whose
only task is “to break the people’s folkish and
national spine.”

Yet it is not a passive barbarian but the
very active Mlr. Mumford who says of capital-
ism: “Balzac pictured ‘the rapacious impulses
behind capitalism a century ago in all their
wolflike nakedness; and the final results of its
ethic and its vision of life are now manifesting

thernselves in the worldwide betrayal of mod-
ern civilization by those who put economic
gain before the safety and liberty of their
fellow-countrymen.” But having made this
startling admission, he hastens to add: “Do
not misunderstand my meaning: this is only
one side of the ledger, the debit side.” There

is also a credit side which by some wizardry

balances this heavily burdened ledger. And we
are promised that “If we save our civilization
from the barbarian, we shall also save all that
is valuable in capitalism, including the original
sense of initiative and experiment it introduced
into the world.” If we go into a war which is
the expression of the “rapacious impulses” of
capitalism, we shall somehow salvage all the
“good” impulses of capitalism. Mr. Mumford
fails to inform us how this miracle will be
effected. If we are to retain the profit system,
how are we to eliminate the evils which Balzac
described a century ago and which the author
of Faith for Living so graciously acknowledges
today ?

CONTRADICTORY PHENOMENA

The answer brings us to the underlying as-
sumption of Mr. Mumford’s new book and
its predecessor, Men Must Act. This is the
assumption that capitalism and fascism are
completely different and even contradictory
phenomena. As I have emphasized in a pre-
vious article, this is the basic theoretical justifi-
cation advanced by the liberal proponents of a
fascist war against fascism. By denying or
minimizing the identity of class structure in
all capitalist societies, by ignoring the truth
that fascism is the open and acute expression
of an essential tendency of monopoly capital-
ism, they seek to create the impression that
two systems are in conflict. And to compound
the outrage, they imitate Hitler’s latest lying
tactic and pretend that socialism and fascism
are bond-brothers. By stupidly classifying the
Soviet Union as a “fascist” state, Mir. Mum-
ford attempts to dispose of the only economic
and social system—socialism—which repre-
sents an alternative to both combatants waging
war for mastery of the imperialist system. Mr.
Mumford says that social injustices under
American capitalism are “accidental” ; whereas
the evils of fascism are “essential.” In Men
Moust Act, he inveighs against those who “con-
fuse” fascism with imperialism; and he insists
that though imperialism was bad ‘“‘the govern-
ments that promoted it were subject to the
play of the humaner forces in civilization” and
that by the end of the nineteenth century im-
perialism had become “apologetic, shamefaced,
abashed.” Many of us will be surprised to
learn that “For the last generation there was,

Michaels

)

in international affairs, a steady gain for moral
decency.” Fascism, an upstart outsider, has in-
terrupted this imperialist march of progress,
and it must be defeated by more seasoned rivals
so that the march may continue.

There is a measure of specious plausibility
in this type of analysis, and that is what gives
it the demagogic value which it undoubtedly
has. What is the validity of this theory of the
lesser evil? Mir. Mlumford proposes to defend
the lesser evil by adopting measures that would
transform it into the greater evil. The war
has already hastened this transformation of the
capitalist democracies, particularly in the bel-
ligerent powers, as the example of France so
vividly demonstrated. No Marxist will deny
that the non-fascist form of capitalism is pre-
ferable to its fascist form, even though the

‘essential content of both is identical. Capitalist

democracy affords larger opportunities to the
majority of the people to increase democratic
gains by struggling against the inherent threat
of capitalism to democracy. But this must be
a simultaneous process. Democracy can be
furthered only by constant curtailment of mo-
nopoly, never by support of it. Only two al-
ternatives are open to us: either the widening
of democracy ultimately leading to the sociali-
zation of economy in the interests of the ma-
jority, or the contraction of democracy to the
vanishing point by the fascization of economy
in the interests of the few. It is clear that in a
period of crisis like the present, we must make
a fateful choice between these alternatives.
The economic rulers of the nation have not’
hesitated to make their decision, and the drastic
attacks on democracy which we are witnessing
are its fruits. Like others of his colleagues,
Mr. Mumford has made his decision too, and
the quotations I have presented unmistakably
show that this decision differs in no essential
respects from that of the economic rulers. For
in the name of fighting fascism, he has pro-
posed to wipe out just those values and forces
of our national life which have so far re-
strained the fascist potential of a collapsing
profit system: the aspirations and struggles of
our basic population for a life of plenty, for
civil liberties, and for peace.

Mr. Mumford’s program of repression and
retrenchment weakens our resistance to fas-
cism, both at home and abroad. Despite all
pretenses, it is the program which betrayed
France, where a minority posing as a ma-
jority crushed the labor movement, imprisoned
genuine anti-fascists, demolished the working
class press, illegalized democratic organiza-
tion. Mr. Mumford’s irresponsible attacks on
the Soviet Union, like those of Daladier, Bon-
net, and Blum, are calculated to deprive
American democracy of its most powerful po-
tential ally in the effort ta keep war and fascism
from our shores. We cannot fight fascism
with fascism. The defense of America is
jeopardized at the outset by those ex-liberals
who are lending the glitter of rhetoric to Wall
Street’s crude purpose.” SAMUEL SILLEN.

This is the second of a series on “Authors of Sur-
render” The third article will deal with “The
Abuse of Reason.”
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The Invincibles

HAD meant to do a little piece this week
on President Roosevelt and his current
crop of campaign recruits, and maybe I

will, next time. Tonight my heart fails me.
I get weary sometimes of writing about the
contemptible. little people, the cheap traitors,
the bootlickers, the cowards, even the cold-
blooded and calculated enemies.

. So this is written for the Commumsts, the
invincibles.

The Communists are a very remarkable
breed of people. Today, as I write this, Com-
munists in China are attacking a Japanese
regiment, Communists in England are or-
ganizing a new wave of protests against the
government air-raid shelter policy. And Com-
munists in the United States are fighting on
a hundred fronts against war and hunger and
our own local brand of fascism.

Patiently the Communists all over the
world, in Norway and Puerto Rico, India and
Holland, are preparing for socialism, fighting
doggedly against terrible odds, risking every-
thing, even life, tasting the bitter salt of de-
feat again and again and always returning to
the ruins of their hopes to start afresh, indomi-
table in the face of death itself.

‘What makes a Communist? Their enemies
everywhere have never been able to answer
this question. Vulgarians, like thé newspaper
editorial writers, argue that Communists are
greedy spies, bought and bribed by gold from
Moscow. But this absurd argument collapses
of its own weight. There is not enough gold
in the whole world, not even if the subter-
ranean hoard at Fort Knox, Ky., were re-
leased for the purpose, to buy the selfless,
patient services of the enormous international
organization, the Communists of the world.
Besides, the men who advance, outnumbered
ten to one, against the Japanese; the Spaniards
and the Bulgarians and the Americans who
risk death and torture, prison and starvation
—these men are not for sale. Money cannot
buy life.

On a slightly higher scale, theoreticians in
Woashington announce that Communists are
produced by breadlines. Now it is true that
Communists come out of hunger and oppres-
sion; yet suffering alone does not produce a
Communist. If this were true, capitalism
would long since have been destroyed by its
victims,

Sidney Hillman and his assorted social
democratic pals believe Communists are cre-
ated by a cynical and heartless lust for per-
sonal power; but these are men seeing others

only in their own image. Personal power
would be a bitter mirage to the Communists in
Oklahoma, facing endless prison terms on their
parched and lonely plains; such power would
be an ironical joke to the Communists in Ala-
bama who walk softly in the night, lest their
footsteps be traced and their life end with ter-
rible suddenness in the bright flames of a
lynching; such power would seem a remote
dream to the German Communist who dodges
the Gestapo as he walks the silent dark streets
of Berlin with new leaflets. The world has no
rewards to offer the soldiers of the Eighth
Route Army in China, or the prisoners in the
Swedish concentration camps. The Com-
munists have never had an appetite for per-
sonal power — and Sidney Hillman, in the
silent far reaches of the night, must know that
it is so and tremble.

But the sophisticates, the philosophers of
decadence, have another answer. Communists
are religious fanatics, bone of the bone, bred
in the image of the long-ago Christians who
suffered death with hosannas of joy, who urged
on the wild beasts to open the gates of para-
dise, who turned a cold face to life and lived
only for the dream world of some mystic joy
after death. Freud, these delicate writers in
the New Republic and the Atlantic Monthly

)
say, had a word for the Communists—they’re
neurotics, masochists, filled with the death-
urge. Yet even this learned argument must
collapse before the facts. Communists, as any-
body who has ever met a dozen knows, are
not ascetics. They cling to life passionately,
spending themselves carefully, fighting every
inch of the way against a martyrdom they do
not seek. No Communist risks his life need-
lessly, and the Communist who walks off to
face a firing squad in Bulgaria or Germany
or France hopes to the last minute, the last
command “Fire,” that he will yet survive.
For Communists love life, this life, their own
life. I believe Communists live more pas-
sionately than any other people alive today—
even President Roosevelt must sometimes feel
the weary weight of futility, catch at least a
glimpse of the hopeless, ugly cause he defends.
But Communists are nourished on the future.

George Plekhanov wrote an essay called
“The Role of the Individual in' History.” I'm
not much of a theoretician, but this essay fas-
cinates me, just because it answers the ques-
tion: what makes a Communist? Social
relationships, Plekhanov says, have their in-
herent logic: as long as people live in given
mutual relationships they will feel and think

and act in a given way, and no other. But these
relationships change. If a man can discover in
what manner the productive system is chang-
ing, he can find out in what direction social
mentality is changing; consequently, he can
influence it.

“In a certain sense, then,” Plekhanov
writes, “I can make history and there is no
need for me to wait while it is being made.”

And while changes in production may be
slow, they periodically confront society with
the necessity of more or less rapidly changing
its institutions.

“This change never takes place by itself,”
Plekhanov adds. “It always needs the inter-
vention of men. And it is these men who do
more than others to facilitate the solution of
these problems who are called ‘great’ men.”

In these few laconic words Plekhanov solves
the problem that will mystify capitalists un-
til the very end, when they go down to defeat
and oblivion. For Communists are men and
women who are engaged in the great task of
making history, the most fascinating, the most
dignified, the noblest activity open to human
beings. Communists today are in the great
stream of humanity, brothers to the forgotten
men who invented speech, comrades to the
Greek architects who discovered form—they
sail beside Columbus, and sit in Galileo’s
studio, they hold the basin for Harvey as he
discovers the circulation of the blood, and
march with the sans culottes to attack the
Bastille.

For their enemies forget that the Commu-
nists are scientists, Marxists, students of so-
ciety. They have discovered the direction
in which production is changing, from the
anarchy of capitalism to the logic of socialism.
And so Communists can act upon their knowl-
edge, midwives to the future. Communists can
make history, and so transcend their own lives
by knowing the only immortality open to
human beings—putting a mark on tomorrow.

I have listened to the voices of the Thael-
mann Battalion, recorded on those beautiful
records, “The Six Songs for Democracy.”
The men I hear singing are dead.

Yet the voices I hear on those records are
immortal, beyond even the wax and the
victrola needle. The terrible struggle in Spain
has only begun. These German Communists
who came from afar to make history in a
strange country, wrote a first chapter. I can-
not hear their voices without tears, and yet
even the bitter sorrow we feel for our brave
dead must be tempered with a great pride.
Death is common to all men. In modern times,
only—and I mean the word only—the Com-
munists can sell their lives for the future.

Plekhanov ends his great essay:

And it is not only for beginners, not only for
great men that a broad field of activity is open.
It is open for all those who have eyes to see, ears
to hear, and hearts to love their neighbors. The
concept great is a relative concept. In the ethical
sense every man is great who, to use the Biblical
phrase, “lays down his life for his friend.”

The Communists of today are the pure in
heart. The invincibles.
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What’s Happening in Mexico |

The status of the Almazan movement today. Where does Camacho stand? Our State Depart-
ment turns on the heat. What are the prospects? A dispatch from Mexico City.

Mexico City.
N EN. JuaN ALMAZAN’s absence from
this country has provoked general

discontent amongst his followers.

His constant promises, made through foreign

correspondents, that ‘‘he will be President of
Mexico by December” and that the “situation
is under control,” have not nullified the natu-
ral resentment toward a candidate who left
his followers and his party stranded.

Reports from the United States indicate
that Almazan is “not to be found.” He is
allegedly somewhere between New York and
Atlantic City. His brother, Dr. Leonides
Almazan, declares that he has been unable
to reach the general because he “ignored
his telephone number.” Many Almazanistas
in this city admit that Almazan is “lost
somewhere in the USA,” and even the con-
servative magazine Hoy has stated that the
Almazanista movement has been destroyed
by Almazan himself. Public gossip even goes
so far as to insinuate a “compromise agree-
ment” between Almazan and Avila Camacho.

But the danger of an armed uprising, un-
der the open or concealed Almazan leader-
ship, is still imminent. The grave economic
situation, and the government steps—true,
hesitant and grudging—toward appeasement
of big business and imperialism, have natu-
rally added fuel to the flame of discontent.
Sporadic uprisings have occurred in various
places; the most important focus of disorder
is in Chihuahua—northernmost state on the
Texas border. (Eight thousand American
troops have been added to the garrison at
Fort Bliss.) Similar disorders have been wit-
nessed in Queretaro, Durango, Tamaulipas,
and Sinaloa. Bridges have been burned, and
‘an attempt to take the National Palace by
force occurred on September 15. When the
official declaration on Avila Camacho’s
triumph was posted on all street corners in
Mexico City, a group of women, wearing
the green banners of the Almazanista Party,
organized a demonstration that was easily
dispersed by the police. When the leaders of
the PRM (Party of the Mexican Revolu-
tion) marched down the street, an Almazan-
ista, Salvador Enriquez Fuentes, drew a
gun and tried to kill Gen. Heriberto Jara,
President of the PRM. This murder was
prevented by a student of a Peasant School,
who disarmed the assailant.

These movements appear to be of a local
nature, without any visible inter-connection.
But the political and social consquences
of such petty disorders are substantial, and
the government has a tendency to minimize
them. The local uprisings have undoubtedly
been inspired by Almazan, even though they
may not be led by him directly. They ap-
pear as “rehearsals,” ‘“tactical rebellions” to
test the strength and unity of the govern-

ment forces. They may also be the beginning
of a continued guerrilla warfare that would
keep the army busy, weakening it constantly,
in preparation for a more serious coup d’etat.

GOVERNMENT CONCILIATION

The tendency of the government to mini-
mize the importance of these disorders is
very suspicious. All the official reports state
that the situation is calm, but every day new
lists of surrendered rebels appear in the news-
papers. Giving the impression that the army
is able to cope with the situation (which is,
of course, still true), the government appar-
ently wants to prevent the people from taking
a hand in destroying- the rebel forces. Per-
haps official circles fear that the participation
of the people, and particularly of the work-
ing class, in the maintenance of order would
force the hesitant regime more to the left.
This fear of the people is growing in all
government circles. Significant enough is the
fact that President Cardenas has gone to
Chihuahua to handle the situation person-
ally. He has promised freedom to those rebels
who surrender—as hé did during the Cedillo
rebellion in ‘March 1938, and has declared
that *‘the government does not consider Al-
mazan a rebel.” Further official reports state
that the local outbursts are not of an Alma-
zanista nature and must not be considered
as such.

Almazan, nevertheless, remains a grave
danger "to the Mexican Revolution. He is
surely negotiating some sort of help in the
US, help that would come from the expro-
priated oil companies and reactionary political
circles. There is a certain optimism deliber-
ately created by the government, and it is
common talk in this capital that ‘“due to
the war situation . . . the United States
wishes to maintain order in Latin America,
particularly in Mexico. The State Depart-
ment would not risk a rebellion, even to
help a person so dear to them as Almazan.”
This is only partly true, for it is also true
that the menace of a rebellion, a menace that
is kindled by US imperialism, is a Damocles
sword hanging over the Mexican govern-
ment. Almazan is the bulldog that imperial-
ism would set on Mexico in case Avila
Camacho’s regime should refuse to comply
with the growing imperialist demands.

The alarming fact is that the government
is openly conciliating the Almazanista sen-
timent, Three Almazanistas have entered the
National Congress; Almazanista government
officials are not molested. Thirty-five Alma-
zanista army officers have pledged “loyalty”

to the government. Even General Amaro and 1

his “anti-Communist Party” have praised
Avila Camacho. The Catholics, in the power-

" ful Accion Nacional, have also shown signs

of acceptance. This means that the reaction-
aries are entering the ranks of Avila Camacho,
which is surely viewed with satisfaction in
Woashington. Almazan, therefore, is not the
only menace facing the Mexican people.
Within the ranks of the PRM, within the
government, and within the labor movement
itself, reaction is maneuvering. .

No one can deny that the fundamental
needs of the people are not being satisfied.
To appease the old and new landlords, land
reform has ceased; strikes are less frequent
and labor has been asked to wait patiently
until the economic crisis is over; education
is losing its progressive trend. A few days
ago the governors of several states asked for
an amendment in the Labor Code that would
practically make strikes illegal. Portes Gil,
one of the sinister advisers to Camacho,
and his group are dividing the progressive
Teacher’s Union and are launching an open
campaign against Lombardo Toledano and the
CTM. Several opportunist labor leaders are
trying to form an “Industrial Federation”
which would include the miners, railroad,
petroleum, and textile workers. This maneuver,
should it succeed, would make the CTM n
organization of third-rate importance. The
reasons for all this are many, and official justi-
fications are more than abundant. At this
moment the Mexican bourgeoisie is coming
of age, it is aggressive, full of fears for the
future, and, therefore, willing to seek allies
and establish any sort of compromises. The
agrarian reforms and the gains of the working
class are becoming an uncomfortable burden
for the emergent capitalists in Mexico. These
are symptoms—mere symptoms now-—of the
reactionary offensive.

PROGRESSIVE SUPPORT

Almazan is the typical representative of the
centuries-old reaction, the powerful land-
owners, and of local fascism. But Avila Ca-
macho represents the growing Mexican bour-
geoisie, enriched, in the main, since the Revo-
lution (1910). His campaign and all his
official declarations have carried an air of
“moderation” and “peace.” He would sponsor
the strengthening of Mexican capitalism,
would reduce popular demands, and would
collaborate with imperialism. Fortunately,
however, he did not win in the July elections
by himself. Avila Camacho was supported by
the progressive forces, by the workers united
in the CTM)| by the organized peasants, by
the Communist Party. Despite his personal .
ideas, Avila Camacho was the candidate of
the PRM and has promised to guide himself
by the Six Year Plan of that Party. He is,
then, the “centrist” force in the complex struc-
ture of the Mexican Revolution. His future
development will depend on the comparative
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strength of the right and left-wing groups
within the PRM and the Government.

Before the CTM offered its support, re-
action looked hopefully at Avila Camacho.
Now that the campaign is over and Avila
Camacho declared President Elect, reaction
feels its hopefulness was justified. This atti-
tude is not without foundation. The maga-
zine Hoy — anti-Cardenas and anti-labor —
recently published an interview with the
President Elect. This interview has been
widely publicized and reactionaries are saying,
“You see, Avila Camacho is O.K. He is
moderate, he is one of us, . . .”

The essence of the interview is conciliation.
It seems to be a call to “order,” an appeal to
the Almazanistas and to all the reactionaries
of the country. “Why,” asks the President
Elect, “do they object to my government if
they do not know yet what kind of a govern-
ment it is going to be?” After declaring that
he is a Catholic, Avila Camacho repeats his
desire to build ‘a strong national economy of
“helping the poor people,” of welcoming for-
eign investments, etc., all of which must sound
well to Cordell Hull.

The interview was really a trap, and Avila
Camacho fell into it. Carried away by his own
language he said things that are highly ques-
tionable for a man that represents the semi-
Popular Front called the PRM. Many of his
words could be placed in the mouth of any
South American dictator.

When asked if Lombardo Toledano would
collaborate with his government, Camacho an-
swered, “I think not,” and then praised Tole-
dano’s honesty. What Hoy really wanted
to know was whether Camacho was willing
to accept the collaboration of the progressives.
As for Toledano, nothing would be worse for
him, a labor leader, than to become a Minister.
- This would be returning to the old days of
Calles and Morones.

Hoy then asked Camacho if the Commu-
nists would form part of his government.
With remarkable naivete he answered, “The
Communists? No, they will not form part of
my govérnment. The Communists will dis-
solve themselves . . . because their ideas do
not ‘fit in’ the Mexican scene. . . .” Avila
Camacho took for granted that the Com-
munists were seeking jobs in his government
and he hastily refused the jobs in advance. His
answer was undiplomatic, to say the least.

THE COMMUNIST ANSWER

Such declarations prompted an official state-
ment by the Mexican Communist Party:
“Communist ideas are not ‘strange’ to Mexico.
These ideas are born in all the countries in
which exploited workers and peasants, Indian
masses, and oppressed peoples exist. . ... Our
Party has an immediate program that coin-
cides . . . with the program approved in the
PRM convention that decided to support the
candidacy of Gen. Manuel Avila Camacho.
Our support to that candidacy was always
premised upon his acceptance of and com-
pliance with that program. We did not support
Gen. Avila Camacho for personal reasons,

- Mandell
“Pll be glad when this war is over, so I can be a liberal again.”

but for reasons of program. If our cooperation
is understood to mean occupying posts in his
government, we state that we have never
offered such a cooperation; but if cooperation
means transforming the Second Six Year Plan
into reality, then there will be cooperation. . ..
We do not know what is meant by ‘dissolving.’
But we state that while the working class
exists in Mexico, the Communist Party will
exist and it will become stronger under the
fire of reactionary attacks. The Communist

Party - exists out of a historic necessity and.

neither repression nor terror will be able to
destroy an organization that struggles for the
interests of the people. . . .”

In another part of the interview Hoy
laid the second and third traps. “But you are
a Socialist, General?”” Answered Camacho:
“No, I am not a Socialist. I am a demo-
crat. . . .” And as if this were not enough,
Camacho further stated that his government
would welcome the resumption of diplomatic
relations with fascist Spain.

GOVERNMENT JUSTIFICATION

Progressive circles receive these declarations
with a certain degree of contempt. The re-
actionaries within the PRM are overflowing
with joy. The government offers justifications:
“The situation of the country is grave. Avila
Camacho, with his moderate declarations, has

taken Almazan’s banner from him and de-
stroyed the possibilities of rebellion.” All the
conservative papers began to praise Camacho
and to attack President Cardenas openly. The
opportunists in the National Congress and in
government circles changed their attitude over-
night and began to adopt ‘anti-Communist slo-
gans. The road had been paved for a great
reactionary drive.

Some of Camacho’s personal ideas are in-
spired by the projects of his cruel and fascist-
minded brother, Gen. Maximino Camacho,
and by the ideas of Portes Gil—the two
“powers behind the throne.” They do not
mean that a total change has taken place, but
a change is developing which may be full-
blown by December 1. The hour is ripe for a
counter-revolution, all the conservative ele-
ments are ready to strike a death-blow at the
Mexican Revolution, but. . . .

If the reactionary forces have changed their
strategy and are now trying to force Camacho
to the right, it is necessary that similar steps
by taken by the progressive groups to force
him to the left. The hour is ripe for a coun-
ter-revolution. T'rue enough, but the hour is
also ripe for a great left-wing mobilization.
If the unity of the people is not broken, but
rather strengthened around a program of real
popular demands, the Mexican Revolution can
still continue forward. Juanx Saragia.
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Why My Father Disowned Me

Kenneth May, the brilliant young teaching assistant at the University of California, tells how he
came to Communism. Berkeley in the fight for civil liberties.

Jt was September 26. I had just ar-
rived at the Wednesday night meeting
of the Berkeley School Board. A legionnaire
was droning a long accusation at the members.

“I F YOU dare to open your mouth, I’ll—.”

For over a year four out of five of the board:

members had committed the offense of refus-
ing to yield to the intimidation of the Ameri-
can Legion, the Berkeley Nationals, and other
local 100 percenters. Pressure had failed to
modify their position that all political parties
should be granted the use of the schools. Now
they had before them a request from the Uni-
versity of California Young Communist
League for the use of a bungalow in which
to hold a meeting for Anita Whitney, Com-

munist candidate for the United States Senate.
A few days before, the state legislature had
passed a bill barring the Communists from
primary elections. Although Governor Olson
had not signed the bill, the patrioteers, like
storm troopers before a pogrom, were eager
to get started with suppression. It was at this
meeting that I represented the Communist
Party, answering some of the false charges
that had been made against us and urging a
continuation of Berkeley’s long tradition of
free speech. :

The next day the newspapers featured a
statement by my father “disowning and dis-
inheriting” me. President Sproul of the Uni-
versity of California ordered an investigation
of my activities. The furor took me by sur-
prise. For months I had been doing political
work which brought me in contact with the
public. Several letters had appeared in the
California student paper signed by me on
behalf of the Communists.

Appearing before the school board as spokes-
man of a perfectly legal and open political

party which received 150,000 votes in Cali- .

fornia in 1938 seemed a natural thing to do.
STRUGGLE BETWEEN FORCES

Berkeley reflects the struggle between the
healthy forces of American democracy and
those which are undermining it in the name
of patriotism. A small group of jingoes, sup-
ported by the local newspapers, have been
carrying on a vigorous ‘‘anti-Communist” cam-
paign. These same elements, who shout accu-
sations of force and violence at the Commu-
nists, were responsible for numerous acts of
violence during the 1934 waterfront strike,
the best known of which was the destruction
of the Finnish Hall in Berkeley. Berkeley is
represented at the state capital by two reac-
tionaries who have won both Democratic and
Republican nominations and are opposed only
by the Communist candidates in November.
These gentlemen are leaders of the move to
“kick the Communists (i.e. their opponents)
off the ballot.” But Berkeley, like the rest of

America, is not as hysterical as these antics
suggest. Berkeleyans voted progressive in
1936, and about 10 percent have voted
the Communist ticket in past elections. Hun-
dreds of letters have come in supporting the
Berkeley School Board’s stand, while the pe-
tition circulated by the reactionaries got a
number of signatures smaller than the Com-
munist vote in Berkeley. Reflecting the wishes
of the progressive and democratically minded
majority of Berkeley, the four progressive
members of the board left unseconded the lone
reactionary’s motion to deny the use of the
schools to Communists. They granted the
request of the Young Communist League.
That they did this in the face of strong pres-
sure and intimidation should encourage every-
one who is fighting for democracy right here
at home.

DEMOCRATIC ORGANIZATION

My activity in the Communist Party is the
result of years of study and experience. I first
joined its ranks in 1936 as an undergraduate
when I found by actual experience that the
Communists fought consistently and well for
the things in which I believed. From my
freshman year I had been an observer or par-
ticipant in practically every student organiza-
tion. At that time the Communists were weak
on the campus, but they were so admirable in
their clarity of purpose and self-possession that
I was drawn toward them. Those were the
days of the big peace strikes and free speech
fights. These battles always took the same
form: the students wanted an effective demon-
stration with speakers and program of their
own choice. The administration used every
method—packed committees, stooges, delays,
splitting tactics, compromises, personal appeals,
threats, covertly organized violence, etc.—to
make the meeting as. ineffective as possible,
to prevent the appearance of any militant
speakers, to eliminate strong resolutions ex-
pressing student demands. In a number of
these fights I participated as an impartial stu-
dent mediator between the administration and
the “Reds.” For a long time I had believed
and even repeated the slanders about the ‘“un-
derhand methods” of the Communists, but my
experiences during this period dispelled this
prejudice. I began to read Communist litera-
ture and started what later became a thor-
ough study of Marxism. When another stu-
dent asked me to join the Communist Party,
I was ready.

I joined the Communist Party because it
had proved to me in action that it was a
serious, well-organized group working for
the welfare of society—against racial discrimi-
nation, for free speech on the campus, against
strike-breaking by students, and for better
student housing and working conditions. In-

side the party I gained a better understanding
of its work. Ml political activities became
better organized. Far from interfering with
my studies, association with other young
Marxists in different fields was stimulating.
I found myself part of an organization more
democratic than any I had yet seen. Crigcism
and complete discussion were a necessary part
of every decision, and the party discipline and
esprit de corps were based on thorough con-
viction.

VISITED SOVIET UNION

In 1937 I received a fellowship to study
planning—particularly Soviet planning. Al-
though war conditions prevented more than a
beginning of this project, I was able to spend
two years in Europe including two short trips
to the Soviet Union. During these travels I
talked with people of every class and every
shade of opinion. I had been sent abroad to
study conditions from the point of view of
economic planning and I did so as thoroughly
as I could. All my experiences bore out the
correctness of the Communist position. Per-
haps most impressive of all were the contacts
I made with diplomats, business men, govern-
ment officials outside the Soviet Union. Speak-
ing frankly about their plans and intentions,
they revealed that their motives and methods

were exactly those attributed to them by

Marxist writers. Wherever I observed the
Communist Party in action it displayed the
same characteristics which had drawn me to
the American Party. In every struggle for the
interests of the people the Communists were
in the forefront just as they were in America.
In every great university I found Communists
working just as my comrades were working
at home in Berkeley. In the Soviet Union,
armed with a speaking knowledge of Russian,
I saw what socialism could accomplish in what
was formerly a backward country. As a student
of planning I observed something of the inner
workings of the Soviet economic system and
saw for myself the falsity of the picture pre-
sented by our own economists.

I returned from Europe with experiences,
every one of which supported the conclusions
at which I had arrived as an undergraduate.
It was only natural that I should become
more active in the Communist Party, particu-
larly because of the crisis facing America.
My father’s act in disinheriting me is
merely a striking reflection of this crisis. Over
a period of years it had become clear to him,
as a beneficiary and defender of capitalism,
that I had definitely allied myself with the
working class in its struggle for socialism. By
this action he has dramatically illustrated the
fact that class ties are stronger than family
ties. -
KENNETH May.
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Washington Looks at Moscow

Congressman Sabath asks, “Why should not the United States try to cultivate the gobd will of
the Soviet Republic?’”’ Mr. Welles can answer that. What about real aid to China?

W ashington.

Ep. Adolph Sabath of Illinois is a
R well-meaning and rather bewildered

old man. He is the administration
stalwart who replaced the unlamented John
O’Connor as chairman of the powerful House
Rules Committee. For a time he fought hard
if not very effectively against the shrewd
committee reactionaries. After the outbreak
of the war, however, Sabath found himself,
as a loyal supporter of the President, mouth-
ing the same phrases as his reactionary op-
ponents in the committee. But unlike many
of-the tories both inside and outside Congress,
Sabath did take the business of national de-
fense quite seriously and literally. The one
thing he seems unable to understand is why
in the interest of national defense the United
States does nof reach an immediate under-
standing with the Soviet Union.

“And regardless of what the Nazi, fascist,
or capitalistic groups in the United States
may say about Russia, I reiterate that the
best interests of the United States will be
served not by criticizing and assailing Russia
but by taking just the opposite course and
seeking her friendly cooperation,” said Sabath
recently in a speech which he inserted in
the Congressional Record. Rather plaintively
Sabath asked: ‘“Why should not the United
States try to cultivate the good will of the
Soviet Republic?”” Why not indeed? That
is a question which Sabath will have to direct
to the President who shares responsibility with
the wrecking crew in the State Department
for a policy of sabotaging good relations with
Moscow.

Consider the latest contributions of the ad-
ministration toward friendship with the Soviet
Union. First, Congress passed an administra-
tion-sponsored bill giving the President power
to requisition machine tools purchased by
foreign countries. Many of these machine
tools were purchased a long time ago by the
USSR. The administration stopped the ship-
ment of the tools, despite the fact that they
were made to Soviet specifications and were
apparently not suitable for American arma-
ments manufacture. Second, there was the
delicate reference in the Cleveland speech of
our own Sumner Welles to the ‘“dismember-
ment” of Rumania and the “spoliations” of
Finland. With that old Harvard finesse,
Welles implied that the Soviets are on the
side of the savages in the “age-old struggle
of the lowest that is in human nature against
the highest, of barbarism against civilization,
of darkness against light.”

In the same Cleveland speech, Welles
pretty much gave the answer from the ad-
ministration’s point of view as to why rela-
tions with the USSR are not improved. As
the three primary requirements of American
foreign policy in the Far East he listed com-

plete respect by all powers for the legitimate
rights of the United States, equality of op-
portunity for the trade of all nations, and
respect for those international agreements
or treaties to which the United States is a
party. Welles made it plain, however, that
this last point was hardly paramount. The
little matter of treaties, he said, could be
settled by “peaceful negotiation” to arrange
whatever changes are necessary. What it boils
down to is simply that-American commercial
interests in the Far East come first. The in-

dependence of China, it will be noted, was -

not mentioned by Mr. Welles at all.

It also follows that there is still room, as
Welles said, for negotiations with the Japan-
ese concerning the entire Far Eastern situa-
tion. There is still room for dickering, for
appeasement. The zigzag course of recent em-
bargo measures against Japan can only be
fitted into such a policy. American aviation
gas was shut off from the Japanese but not
motor gas. Only high octane aviation gas
was embargoed. The Japanese are still able
to use for their bombers some of the gas
coming through. The United States waited
for years before stopping the shipment of
scrap iron to Japan. When the administra-
tion finally acted, the Japanese were given
twenty days’ leeway in which to buy up sup-
plies. There was, incidentally, no notice at
all when the administration seized machine
tools bought by the Soviet Union. A sharp
conflict between United States Steel and
Little Steel was apparently one of the im-
portant factors involved in the long delay
in barring scrap and in granting the twenty-
day period of grace. US Steel has a large
number of Bessemer furnaces which are used
for manufacturing synthetic scrap. Hence it
has favored free and unrestricted world trade
in scrap. Republic Steel and Weirton Steel,
on the other hand, have inclined toward an
embargo on exports so that they can obtain
scrap on the American market at better rates.
There is still no embargo on copper and on
various kinds of machinery which Japanese
industry needs badly. The President’s limited
embargo orders have not applied to exports
from the Philippines, long an important cen-
ter of supply for the Japanese. Aid to China
has followed the same kind of tortuous pat-
tern as our punitive steps against Japan.
China recently attempted to float a $100,-
000,000 loan in this country, and wound up
with $25,000,000. The idea seems to be that
we will help China hold out a little longer
but not enough to score a decisive advantage
over the Mikado.

It is against this background of appease-
ment in the Far East that the recent con-
versations between Sufnner Welles and Soviet
Ambassador Oumansky have taken place. It

might well be asked why Welles initiated
the conferences with the Soviet Union at all.
The State Department has shown no inclina-
tion to talk seriously to the USSR, but it has
shown an inclination to talk. After all, it is
in the interest of American diplomacy in the
Far East for the Japanese to get the idea that
negotiations are going on with the Soviets.
So Mr. Welles swallowed some of his West-
ern civilization and talked to the barbaric
Russians. Hints have since been thrown
around by State Department officials that the
conversations broke down because Oumansky
was ‘“‘rude” and Welles felt insulted. The
Soviet ambassador, so the plaint goes, is no
gentleman.

The reason for the
date, however, has nothing to do with Quman-
sky’s alleged lack of manners. The adminis-
tration might be willing perhaps to work
with the Soviet Union—if this could be done
on a basis favorable to American imperialism.
But the Soviet government has apparently de-
manded that it be treated as an equal. Ob-
viously, it must have insisted that serious dis-
cussions be preceded by an end to administra-
tion interference with Soviet-American trade.
State Department sources have implied that the
United States could deal with the Soviet repre-
sentatives if they would stop ‘“making de-
mands” ; if they would forget that they have
been pushed around by a government which
only as recently as last winter, during the Fin-
nish war, was beating the drums for an anti-
Soviet crusade. More than protocol is involved
in the Soviet attitude. The issue would seem
to boil down to a matter of whether an
agreement is to be reached on equal terms
between two powerful nations, or whether the
USSR is to be used to pull the chestnuts of
American imperialism out of the fire. The
Soviet Union has shown no inclination to-
ward playing the latter role for anybody.

So the State Department continues on a
course which may involve the United States
in war simultaneously in the Pacific and in
the Atlantic. America’s attitude toward Japan
is strikingly similar to the course followed by
Great Britain in regard to Germany just be-
fore the outbreak of the war.

Aid to China, an agreement with Moscow,
and a real, inclusive embargo against Japan
are steps which would help to keep the United
States from hurtling down the road to-war.
There is a growing popular feeling in favor
of such a policy. This is to a very limited
extent reflected in some official circles and
among some army and navy officers who favor
a Soviet rapprochement for strictly military
reasons. It is this feeling that was behind
Representative Sabath’s question as to why the
United States does not try to establish better
relations with the USSR.  Apam Larin.

‘fufility of the talks to
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Jackson Reneges Informally

orR three years the CIO has fought to

withhold government contracts from firms
‘that violate the Wagner act or other federal
labor laws. With the coming of “national de-
fense” involving billions of dollars in contracts
with industry, the CIQ’s campaign became
more urgent and more militant. Several weeks
ago John L. Lewis wrote the President re-
questing an executive order to government
procurement agencies to buy only from com-
panies obeying the federal laws. His letter got
no response. A bill embodying the CIO’s de-
mand had been killed by the House leader-
ship. On September 13, however, Mr. Roose-
velt sent to Congress a memorandum of the
National Defense Commission’s “policy”: that
all work for the defense program ‘“‘should
comply with” federal laws affecting labor.
And on the 30th of September Sidney Hill-
man, “labor representative” on the Defense
Commission, reaffirmed this policy and made
public two letters “implementing” it, from
Secretary of the Navy Knox and Assistant
Secretary of War Patterson. Finally, last
week, Attorney General Jackson delivered an
informal opinion to the effect that the NLRB’s
findings were ‘conclusive and binding” on
other government executive agencies unless
reversed by the courts.

A tremendous victory for the CIO—per-
haps. Under attack from the monopolists, led
by the New York Times, Attorney General
Jackson almost immediately claimed that he
had not said contractors of government orders
had to obey the law. All he had said was that
NLRB decisions, by which the Defense Com-
mission is supposed to be guided, were to be
taken as final unless and until the court re-

- versed them. Further, Louis Stark of the
Times reported, October 6, that “a high De-
fense Commission official said anonymously
today that the governmental procurement
divisions were not bound to withhold contracts
from firms held by the Labor Board to be
in violation of the Wagner act.” More than
this, Mr. Jackson gave a second informal
opinion, the day after his first, that contracts
already made would not be affected by the
commission’s “policy” of insisting on obedience
to the law. This is extremely interesting, For
more than $6,000,000,000 worth of contracts
had already been made when the attorney
general delivered his first opinion. Four days
before Roosevelt sent his memorandum to
Congress, the navy had let contracts to the
Bethlehem Shipbuilding Corp. for some $600,-
000,000 for aircraft carriers, cruisers, and de-

stroyers. Eugene Grace’s Bethlehem Steel now
holds a total of $1,050,000,000 in government
orders—a sixth of all the war contracts
granted thus far. Its insolent violation of the
Wagner and Walsh-Healey acts has led to
several local strikes in the industry; four
thousand workers at the Sparrows Point, M4d.
yards of the Bethlehem Shipbuilding Corp.
are now on strike, Last week leaders of the
Steel Workers Organizing Committee met in
Pittsburgh to determine the advisability of a
general strike against Bethlehem. On the first
day of their conference Attorney General
Jackson issued his informal opinion, which was
understood to forbid the granting of contracts
to companies like Bethlehem as long as they
disobeyed the Wagner act. Nevertheless, the
conference authorized the SWOC executive
board to write Eugene Grace asking for a
conference with Philip Murray, SWOC chief.
It also empowered the board to call a general
strike if necessary, to force Bethlehem into
compliance with the law.

AS WE GO TO PRESS, Mr. Grace has not yet
answered the SWOC, nor has the administra-
tion at Washington clarified Mr. Jackson’s or
the Defense Commission’s contradictory state-
ments to the Times. Beyond those two ques-
tion marks are many others: how many of the
two hundred companies which have NLRB
charges against them have already received
substantial war contracts? Why did Mr.
Roosevelt and Mr. Hillman wait until such
contracts had been awarded before announcing
their “policy” of withholding the orders from
firms that disobeyed the law? Even if such a
policy is actually put into effect, will it last
beyond November 5?

There’s no question, at least, about organ-
ized labor’s determination to see this thing
through, The SWOC is pushing its organizing
drive in Bethlehem’s thirty-two plants; the
campaign to organize the Ford Motor Co.
(beneficiary of government contracts and vio-
lator of labor laws) goes forward with great
energy. This—not Mir. Roosevelt’s “policy”
or Mr. Jackson’s “informal opinion”—will
decide the outcome of what may be one of the
most crucial battles in American labor history.

Vigilante Justice

HO stands for force and violence in this

country? Get the facts and you will
arrive at the proper conclusions. Perhaps as
you read these lines, Eli Jaffe, a frail, talented
young writer whose articles are well known
to NEw MaAssEs readers, is being beaten up
again in the tank cell of an Oklahoma City
jail into which he was thrown some weeks ago
by local authorities. He is one of the eight
men and women now on trial in Oklahoma
City on charges involving possible penalties of
twenty years’ imprisonment under the state
criminal syndicalism law. Congressman Mar-
cantonio, in an open letter to Attorney Gen-
eral Jackson, revealed some shocking facts
about the case. He told how jailers have been
plying other prisoners with liquor, inciting
them against Jaffe, and then disappearing from
the vicinity until the young man had been

severely beaten. The trial of eight is being
held under similar circumstances of terrorism.
Marcantonio spoke of ‘““‘unreasonable searches,”
of “infliction of cruel and unusual punish-
ment, in the setting of excessive bail” (origi-
nally $100,000 each, no less), and the Con-
gressman cited a list of infractions of the Con-
stitution that is too long to recapitulate here.

This is the time of big trials, frameup,
physical violence. The state that tortured Tom
Joad into a life of hungry wandering and
which let loose vast migrations in search of
bread sets the pace: it has plenty of emulators.
The great commonwealth of Illinois has seized
three citizens involved in soliciting signatures
for a minority party (you'll find their rights
in the Constitution of the land) and charged
them with criminal syndicalism. Their lawyer
was also arrested on the same charges. Further
east, in Pittsburgh where things are done on
a grand scale, forty-three workers are on trial
for the same ‘“crime.” Thus the administra-
tion that gave the green light to the vigilantes
and their justice uses force and violence against
the leading minority party in the nation. Many
of those in the docket are not members of the
Communist Party, but that makes no dif-
ference. The violence spreads. The Commu-
nists, who time and again have made clear their
opposition to force and violence, have had
their thesis proven to the hilt. The generators
of force, the protagonists of violence, are the
anti-popular hosts—the well-clad, well-fed
worthies who seek to perpetuate their profit
system regardless of the cost in life and human
dignity.

The One Honest Candidate

IF PATRIOTISM may be defined as heartfelt
concern for the people of one’s native
land, then the speeches of Earl Browder last
week remain the most patriotic of those made
by all the candidates. They are, we believe,
the only bright spots in a campaign unprece-
dented for its political murkiness, for the
duplicity of its two leading candidates. Mrr.
Browder centered his talks about the leading
question of our time: shall it be war or peace
for America? One speech was directed to
those who stand to suffer most if we go to
war: the youth. The other speech offered a
solution to 1940’s most critical problem: how
to keep the peace.

The press took careful note of the Com-
munist candidate’s remarks on this issue. His
solution was “‘close collaboration between our
country, China, and the Soviet Union.” He
saw in that “constellation of powers” a stable
combination, “for these countries have no
rivalries .or conflicting interests.” Such a com-
bination would be strategically powerful, he
pointed out, because “it would hold the keys
to three continents,” combining between seven
hundred and eight hundred million of the
world’s population. And should the USA enter
into it on the basis of genuine democratic
cooperation, abandoning its present policy

‘of imperialistic - expansion, the combination

“would be morally invincible, attracting the
enthusiastic adherence of the suffering peoples
all over the globe.”
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To America’s youth, he posed the follow-
ing question: why did the statesmen and “gen-
tlemen of the moneybags” raise such a furore
last -year when $500,000,000 was asked for
training and educating youth to useful work,
when this year, these self-same legislators
signed fifteen billlions away in a mad im-
pulsé¢ toward war? It was his opinion that
these “great men” had something less than con-
cern for the well-being of our youth. And Mr.
Browder offered the only solution to this gen-
eration’s woes. “The old order is dead,” he
said. “It can never be resurrected.” Not
Willkie, not “ten thousand Willkies” can
bring back the gilded days of Coolidge and
Hoover. Not Roosevelt ‘“nor ten thousand
Roosevelts can restore life to a moribund eco-
nomic and social system” through the violence
of war. Mr. Browder’s answer was one tens
of thousands in America are pondering today:
the way to socialism. Indeed the youth of the
land, and their parents as well, will profit
from studying the words this candidate of a
minority party .utters.. They are great words,
great with the forecast of tomorrow.

Draft Registration
NEXT Wednesday, October 16, is regis-

tration day under the new conscription
law. NEw Massgs urges all its readers who
are eligible, to register and comply with the
law in every respect. This magazine will not
be a party to any effort, from whatever source,
to violate or obstruct the law. However, in
urging compliance, we do not abandon our
opposition to the principle embodied in this
measure or our belief that conscription is con-
trary to the interests of the majority of the
people.-And we join ‘with the American Peace
Mbobilization and many other organizations in
supporting the bill introduced by Rep. Vito
Marcantonio of New York for the repeal of
the draft law.
An immediate problem is the protection of

- the rights of labor and the common people:

in the application of the law. It is already
evident that one of the crucial questions is
the composition of the draft boards. A reac-
tionary board can use its broad powers to
discriminate against unionists and progres-
sives. The fact that members of the boards
will serve without pay, far from assuring
democratic practice, may result in the choice
of a preponderant number of the well-to-do
who can afford to give freely of their time.
That this danger is real is evident from the
fact that in Michigan the draft boards chosen
by Republican Governor Dickinson consist
of 252 business men, 106 attorneys, forty-
four public officials, twenty-four bankers,
fourteen newspaper executives, thirty-four
farmers, thirteen educators, seven physicians,
five clergymen, four dentists, and three each,
or less, of social workers, YMCA secretaries,
clerks, and factory workers. It is to prevent a
repetition of this in New York that Joseph
Curran, president of the Greater New York
Industrial Union Council, has written Gov-
ernor Lehman requesting that one-half the
members of each local board be chosen from
labor and farm organizations.

From Destroyers to Credits

E SUGGEST that you note down the date

Sept. 30, 1940. That is the date on
which Senator King of Utah introduced a
bill calling for loans to Britain and suspen-
sion of the credit limitations in the Johnson
and Neutrality Acts. It was introduced ex-
actly one year and nine days after President
Roosevelt sent his message to Congress urg-
ing repeal of the arms embargo but specifi-
cally asking that credits to belligerents be
barred.

Who is behind the King bill? Certainly"

not Senator King’s constituents who in the
recent Democratic primaries let him know
that at the end of the year his services would
no longer be required. President Roosevelt,
when questioned at his press conference, put
on his best “Who—me?” look and said he
did not plan to make any such recommenda-
tion. “That is understandable at this time,”
comments Ralph Hendershot, financial editor
of the New York World-Telegram, ‘“in view
of the approaching election contest. Many
people feel pretty strongly.-on the subject, and
an indication of approval might cost quite
a number of votes.”

In other words, after the election another
coup d’etat in the manner of the destroyers-
bases deal can be pulled off behind-the backs
of the people. Pointing out that the British
won’t need credits for at least another year
anyway, Hendershot writes of future devel-
opments with cynical frankness.

It can be reasonably certain, however, that this
legislation will be lifted when and if it becomes
imperative. And, of course, if, as many people
anticipate, we join forces with Great Britain a
few months hence, the chances are that we would
toss our financial resources into the pot also.

Gauleiter of Morningside

ICHOLAS MIurRray BUTLER’S simultane-
N ous declaration of war against German
fascism and American democracy was a serious
indiscretion from the reactionary point of
view. For in expressing so blatantly what more
tactful warmongers are thinking and planning,
Nicholas I of Columbia aroused the students
and teachers of America to the actual peril
that confronts them. Recognizing that Butler
has jumped the gun, even his most ardent
admirer, the New York Herald Tribune, was
forced to mildly criticize his outrageous attack
on academic freedom. “When war comes,”
noted the Herald Tribune, there will be time
enough to temper the public utterances of
“outspoken faculty members.”

The same Nicholas Miraculous who ex-
pelled students for participating in anti-Nazi
demonstrations on the Columbia campus a
few years ago, today orders the students to
fling away their books and take up arms. In
other respects he is more consistent. He has
never granted academic freedom to students
and he continues to deny such freedom today.
He has never respected the American tradition
of freedom and he merely renews his threat to
punish anybody on his faculty who stands by
that tradition. He has restated in 1940 the
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tyrannical policy which led to his dismissal of
independent professors at Columbia in 1917.

But even more significant than Butler’s de-
cree is the storm of protest that it has evoked.
Student demonstrations at Columbia and else-
where have given convincing proof that stu-
dents will not be intimidated by Butler’s
threats. Outstanding scholars on the Columbia
faculty, including Professors Harold C. Urey,
Walter Rautenstrauch, Franz Boas, Wesley
C. Mitchell, Ruth Benedict, Robert S. Lynd,
and Clyde R. Miller have taken issue with
Butler through the American Committee for
Democracy and Intellectual Freedom. A
strongly worded attack on the Columbia presi-
dent’s dictatorial concept of education has been
issued by the Teachers Union locals in New
York.

British Cabinet Shifts

WE WONDER how many British workers
will be impressed with the latest
changes in Britain’s Cabinet. Mr. Chamber-
lain passes from the picture, one of the
best-hated, most discredited of men, two
years almost to the day since he returned
from Hitler’s embrace at Munich. But most
of his bosom companions remain. Lord Hali-
fax, the architect of Chamberlain’s policies,
still controls the foreign office, while two
of England’s worst politicians have not only
remained in the cabinet but have actually
been elevated to the inner cabinet itself: Sir
Kingsley Wood, Chamberlain’s air minister
for a time, and Sir John Anderson, formerly
minister of Home Security who now takes
Chamberlain’s post. Kingsley Wood is one
of the tory bosses; Anderson’s name is no-
torious in Ireland from the Black and Tan
‘Days, his record as governor in Bengal is
one of the most damnable, while his mean
treatment of anti-fascist refugees, his suspen-
sion of civil liberties, and the criminal fiasco
of his air raid shelter policies have caused
major scandals in the past year.

Other Cabinet changes tell the same story.
The Socialist, Herbert Morrison, takes over
Sir John Anderson’s post, but the Ministry
of Supply goes to Sir Andrew Duncan: Dun-
can is a director of the Bank of England
and chairman of the British Iron and Steel
Federation. And his own former position on
the Board of Trade is filled by Captain Oli-
ver Lyttelton, who is closely tied in with those
Rio Tinto mining interests that helped Franco
murder Spanish democracy, and with the
International Nickel Co. He was until
recently the London manager for the Ger-
man Metallgesellschaft.

The inner cabinet has been expanded from
six to eight. Minister of Labor Ernest Bevin’s
accession means that the Socialists have three
seats out of eight whereas they formerly had
two out of six. Unquestionably these latest
changes reflect deep popular indignation with
the air raid shelter situation and the general
conduct of the war. But the plain fact is that
while the Socialists are doing a job for Brit-
ish capitalism that the tories themselves could
no longer do, the tories retain the whip-hand.
In the rest of the cabinet the figures of ill-
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repute are still there: Robert S. Hudson,
Duff Cooper, Malcolm MacDonald, and Sir
John Simon. Two key positions, the secre-
taryships for the colonies and for India, still
rest in the hands of the die-hard imperialists:
Lord Lloyd and L. S. Amery.

Britain’s ruling class has several centuries
of experience in these matters: Chamberlain
was dropped most reluctantly; Halifax,
Wood, and Anderson are kept on so that
when popular indignation demands conces-
sions, they can also be replaced. Only in so
far as the British working class insists upon

. extending its positions at the expense of the
tycoons and the Munichmen, in the direc-
tion of a people’s government, a new foreign
policy, and a people’s peace, will its interests
be served.

Brenner Impasse

IF THE thesis of our recent editorials is
valid, namely that the war is widening
out into the Mediterranean and African
zones, then it becomes possible to correlate
much of last week’s news, whose most dra-
matic item was Hitler’s conference with Mus-
solini at the Brenner Pass. Reports of Italian
troop movement along the Greek-Albanian
border have multiplied ; some stories say that
German planes are concentrating in Libya
to assist the Italian campaign in Egypt; other
dispatches speak of German troop passage
across the Mediterranean via Italy.

It seems clear that the decisive reason why
Spain did not enter the war at this time
lies in her internal situation. All observers
report hunger rampant, the Spanish people
unconquered despite the terror, while conflicts
continue between the Carlists and the
Falange, between the Falange and the army.
Franco is supposed to favor a less antagonis-
tic policy to Britain, his brother-in-law Ramon
Serrano Suner is supposed to lean heavily
toward the axis. Whether or not Spain enters
the war at the moment, it is nevertheless true
.that the German-Italian campaign for a redi-
vision of North and West Africa must go
through Spanish soil.

So long as the British hold Gibraltar, Eu-
rope faces the blockade, while Italian troops
will be continually harassed, as they have
been along the Egyptian. coast, by British
shelling from off-shore. Marshal Graziani's
force has penetrated to Sidi Barrani on the
route to Alexandria, but for almoest a month
further advance has been delayed. Mussolini
is waiting for the desert to cool (the best
operations call for autumn weather), hoping
as always that Egypt’s divided regime will
come to terms. Italy has close to 200,000
troops available, plus a German motorized di-
vision, a strong Mediterranean fleet and air
force, operating:from the Balearics, from the
Dodecanese islands, North Africa, and the tip
of Italy itself. Mussolini can also move north-
wards from Ethiopia, and will bring pres-
sure for access to the eastern Mediterranean
through Greece. He may even, as some re-
ports indicate, get French permission for the
use of Tunisian and Syrian vantage points.

Britain has fewer troops, her air force is tied
down on the heavily battered island, but
there are good bases at Crete, Malta, Cyprus,
Haifa in Palestine, and the main base at
Alexandria.

Inevitably the struggle for Suez involves
the heart of Britain’s oil-bearing empire, the
Middle Eastern gateway to India. Here also
lie the interests of Turkey and the desire
of the USSR to keep any hostile power from
control of the Dardanelles. In this sense, then,
the problem of the Near East is quite differ-
ent from the problem of Africa. The fascist
dilemma is that the Mediterranean cannot
be controlled without Suez, nor Africa divided
without approaching the gateways to Asia.
And yet it is at the gateway to Asia that
Germany and Italy face larger problems than
in Africa itself.

THE ENTRANCE of German troops into
Rumanian Wallachia must be considered a
phase of the more intensive exploitation and
direct control of Rumanian oil resources which
are implicit in the German hegemony of
capitalist Europe. It is unquestionably re-
lated to Italian pressure upon Greece and
the axis campaign in the eastern Mediter-
ranean. The presence of German divisions
near the frontier of the Moldavian Soviet
Republic is not in itself significant, since
Germany and the USSR share a common
frontier all through former Poland. Reports
of a German naval base construction at
Mamaia on the Black Sea have yet to be
confirmed; the scope of German occupation
in Rumania has yet to be defined. Only re-
cently the USSR reaffirmed its interest in
the international control of the Danube river;
it shares with Turkey a mutual concern for
the neutrality of the Dardanelles. In what
way the latest Balkan developments relate
to these larger problems awaits further clari-
fication.

Post Pacto

REACTIONS to the German-Japanese-Ital-
ian alliance have developed along pre-
dictable lines. Most newspapers interpreted
it as a challenge to the United States, an
effort to influence the policy of assistance to
Britain. Insofar as the dominant newspapers
favor such support, their editorials emphasized
the need to increase it. On the other hand,
if the triple alliance represents Hitler’s ad-
mission of difficulty in the campaign against
Britain, as most people believe, this in itself
takes the edze off the supposed imminence
of German invasion against the United States,
and therefore, robs all the pro-war, pro-Brit-
ish elements of one of their most hysterical
devices. For if Hitler cannot invade England,
and if Japan cannot conquer China it follows
that Hitler cannot possibly come across the
Atlantic nor the Mikado across the wide ex-
panse of the Pacific. Thus disappears one of
the bogeys which New Masses debunked
from the outset last May.

British reaction to the pact saw the United
States moving closer to war, and most

observers in England liked it. In one of
the New York Times stories from London
we were interested to find confirmation of
our suspicion that London and Washington
have formed a secret military alliance, as
our editorial last week surmised. Said the
Times correspondent on September 30: “The
question is not the extent to which the gov-
ernments of the two nations are actually
working together, but the extent to which
they are willing to say they are working to-
gether—and that is something for Washing-
ton, not London, to decide.”

Several times last week spokesmen for
Japan reiterated the possibility of war with
the United States unless her “new order”
was recognized. This was the burden of a
particularly rabid interview with Prince
Konoye. Asahi and Hochi, leading Japanese
newspapers, blamed the United States for
having forced Japan into Germany’s arms—
all of which indicates that Japan’s position
is weaker than her bold facade implies. Most
newspapers declared for help to China, but
such declarations are meaningless unless we
realize that China is-the first line trench
of democracy in Asia. Credits to China have
been small: seventy million since July 1937
compared with four times that sum from the
USSR. China has been able to use only twenty
million in view of the poor credit terms, while
the blocking of trade routes, especially the
Burma Road, makes the credit itself merely
one more move in Sumner Welles’ “Chinese
checker” game with Japan.

For the first time in a long time American
newspapers have been forced to consider the
real position of the USSR. Most editorialists
last week suggested that the German-Italian-
Japanese pact was directed against the USSR.
If so, the whole thesis of ‘“communazi” col-
laboration falls apart, while the objective
identity of interest between the American
people and the USSR emerges. The Nation
and New Republic carefully skirt the issue
of improvement in Soviet American rela-
tions; the very keen and perspicacious edi-
tors of the Nation try to make their readers
believe that the USSR is somehow “in Nazi
chains,” from which it could be delivered only
by a British victory! They seem to have for-
gotten what happened after Versailles.

The truth is that the Soviet position is
strong; as always she is interested in the vic-
tory of neither imperialism, but the common
victory of all the belligerent peoples. Soviet
diplomacy, as H. G. Wells observed last
week, is interested in peace, and defends the
resources of the Soviet people without plung-
ing them into war. The issue has now been
posed before the American public: shall we
emulate the bullheaded arrogance of Cham-
berlainism, and land a year from now where
the British people are today? or shall we, as
the Nation and New Republic once advised
the peoples of Britain and France, seriously
cooperate with the USSR, above all, in
common help to China, and thus keep America

at peace and help restore a people’s peace
abroad?
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Thurman Arnold’s Big Stick

The new book by the head of the anti-trust division reveals him as one of labor’s most virulent
enemies. . . . Rilke’s wartime letters reviewed by Isidor Schneider.

THE BOTTLENECKS OF BUSINESS, by Thurman W.
Arnold. Reynal & Hitchcock. $2.50.

EWARE the cynic in reformer’s clothing.

Thurman Arnold is well acquainted
with the techniques of befuddlement by which
big business and its government gull the
American people. In his Folklore of Capital-
ism it amused him to examine these techniques.
In the present work he is revealed as an
expert practitioner himself.

On the strength of this book the labor
movement may well post Thurman Arnold’s
name among its most virulent enemies. I say
this for two reasons. First, of course, is the
interpretation he, as assistant Attorney Gen-
eral in charge of the Anti-Trust Division,
has put.upon the Sherman act as applied to
trade unions, and his callous evasion of the
Clayton act with its exemption of labor

" from the definition of a “‘conspiracy in re-
straint of trade.” Second, this book defines
Arnold as one of the most cunning instru-
ments of monopoly on its march toward
fascism, a man with a subtle and dangerous
role.

Mr. Arnold proves to the hilt the Marxist
thesis that monopolies restrict the market
by reducing the ability to consume. He
mentions the Brookings Institute figure of
$248,000,000,000 in goods and services which
this country could have produced above what
it did in the twelve years from 1922 to 1934.
On this basis, monopoly capitalism is shown
to have withheld $8,000 in goeds and ser-
vices from each of our thirty million families.
In every field, from cigarettes to gasoline,
from veal chops to wall board, from second-
hand cars to eye-glasses, the trusts take their
toll. Mr. Arnold expresses concern over the
fact that people are able to buy fewer things
they need because of these “bottlenecks.” It
is his job to curb them. But Thurman Arnold
is no “trust-buster.” What he attacks are big
“industries which are not efficient or do not
pass efficiency on to consumers.” All this
sounds reasonable. And it is- Mr. Arnold’s
job to make it palatable. ‘“The American
consumer,” he says, ‘“‘does not hate big busi-
ness and he should not be made to hate it.”

‘What Mr. Arnold’s book shows plainly is
that he has actually been shadow boxing with
big business. Take all the building materials
isuits, the trials of milk distributors in Chi-
cago, that resounding victory with little sub-
stance in the Ethyl case—the list of prosecu-
tions may be as long as your arm, but they
have not by one whit altered or weakened
the domination of the monopolies in American
life. What is more, Mr. Arnold is prepared
to make concessions to combinations ‘‘neces-

sary” for the armaments program. It is Mr.
Arnold’s task to give the impression that the
government is actually fighting the monopolies.

In his book there is as damning a rec-
ord of business chicanery and the tricks of
Sherman act evasion as you will find any-
where. But Mr. Arnold is forever finding
excuses for business men. He tells of illegal
combinations, of the use of force, of political
influence. Naked for all to see is story after
story of the corruption which pervades busi-
ness and all it touches. For this Mr. Arnold
has mild reproof and kindly tolerance.

But when it comes to labor, he thunders.
Business has attacked the Wagner act, he
holds, because government has failed to “con-
fine organized labor to legitimate labor ob-
jectives.” Industrialists are bitter because they
have felt that ‘“they were being compelled to
deal with labor leaders who they knew were
not interested in the legitimate objectives of
labor.” The implication is clear that Mr.
Arnold is in favor of having industrialists
select the goals for labor, its “legitimate”
aspirations. As he sees it, it is in undemocratic
unions, where leaders gain and keep power
by coercion, that corruption flourishes on a
large scale. He does not tell us what role
business plays in corrupting such labor leaders.
It is the crookedness of business that is re-
flected in the abuses whlch do exist in a few
trade unions.

Thurman Arnold tells us that the anti-
labor policies of the Anti-Trust Division “will
be a protection to the right of labor to or-
ganize with democratic control within the

Michaels

unions.” But it is he who has sent the leaders
of the democratic Furriers’ Union to jail, he
who persecutes and imprisons rank-and-file
truck drivers. It is he who is now using the
Sherman act in jurisdictional disputes, calling
them a “restraint of trade.” With this trick
he offers big business a new technique for
smashing labor organizations by calling in
moribund paper locals or creating them to
fight a militant union—as a “trust”!
Against monopoly Arnold supplies the pan-
tomime of assault, the choreography to the
music of Roosevelt’s siren song to the people..
Against labor Arnold wields the lash where
J. Edgar Hoover cannot contrive a case.
Frank J. WaLLACE.

From a Garden Refuge

WARTIME LETTERS, by Rainer Maria Rilke. Trans-
lated by M. D. Herder Nortor. W. W. Norton. 279
pages. $2.50.

ILKE is probably one of the most sensitive

writers who ever lived. His letters show
it even more directly than his exquisite poems.
They exhibit insights so fine that reading
them is like seeing emotions under a micro-
scope. But the emotions are highly articulated,
ordered, selected—not losing proportion even
when magnified. They are personal emotions
to begin with, and they are kept within the
contours of a life vigilantly defending its in-
dividuality. Rilke’s incessant traveling and
his friendships sustained, as his letters show,
with a preservative tact almost fabulous in
its delicacy, served the purpose of protecting
him from larger, more public, less arrange-
able emotions.

A sensitiveness as fine as Rilke’s, combined
with the capacity to give it quite flawless ex-
pression, is perhaps achievement enough. But
it should not be mistaken for wisdom. The
letters are keen and sensitive responses to
events, and to repercussions of events, within
certain self-limited areas of consciousness. Out-
side this range, however, they are ignorant,
uncomprehending, and insensitive, particularly
when they touch upon social design and social
movement.

Feeling no involvement with mankind and
the world, for in the @sthetic realm spiritual
autonomy was assumed, Rilke was little con-
cerned with causes or directions in the war.
Sealed in a sort of antiseptic resignation to
other disasters, his chief lamentation, aside
from the beautiful expressions of grief, and
condolence for personal bereavements, was
that the war was a universal and destructive
intrusion upon the processes of civilization.
His constant yearning was for a restoration
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L’ﬁfiﬂk ZUNBARG

N OPEN ALL
A delightful hideaway ln tho mountains.

If you like uncrowded vaecationing, now’s

the time to come. uiot oxcltemant abm-

dant diversions, pany, sweil food!

Athletios Innlude Bloyollno. Roller Skating,

Tenms. eto Musicales, modern lbnry, open
laces. Write for |

firep rate.
WOODBOURNE. N. Y. Tel. Fdlslmro 53
LAKE R

SUCCASURNA, ‘ NCH

EVERYBODY’S “DUDE-ING IT”!
Plenty of Horses, all Ranch Activi-
ties. Golf, Tennis, Square Dancing,
etc. Grand Food and Lodging—
No Extra Charges. . . .

N. Y. Phone: TRiangle 5-2163

Boedlond

OPEN ALL YEAR ™
Formarly Lewisohn’s Estate, Central Valley, N. Y. { hour
1 N. Y., 225 acres in fasoinating hiking ocountry
of athn. Tennls, Golf, Handball,
Skating, Library, Congenial atmosphere. .
Adults. Tel.: Highland Mills 7895. Mot. FANNIE GOLDBERG

to...his 100 acre farm
...glorious country
...superlative cooking
...homey atmosphere
...barn dances, all sports
+e+35 miles from N. Y.
Low Winter Rates

* GEORGE A. PODORSON, N.
or Locust Grove Farm, Sylvan Lake. Hopewell Junction, N.

C. Phone: PLaza 3. 8926Y

ARCADIA i

FISHKILL, N. Y.

1100 acre estate. Modern oll heating planf, plus wood-

burning fireplaces in spacious, comfortably furnished

rooms. Indoor and outdoor sports including tennis, hand-

ball, fishing, bicycling, syn}phome recordings. Unexcelled
cuisin

Phaene: Beacon 727—N. Y. Phone: CHelsea 2-0967

R. R. Station: Beacon, New York

When in Lakewood visit the

ROYALE-HARMONY

Formerly Unity and Royale Hotels
Ideal place for your winter vacation—‘‘Tops’’ in entertain-
ment. All‘ w5|3|terMsports—§REE BICYCLING, excejllent cuisine.

Tel. Lakewood 1159, 1146
Management: Gross, Gelbaum and Broude
Important: Present this ad to the Royale-Harmony manage-
ment and NEW MASSES will recelve_a contribution of 5%
of your vacation bill!

pLUM

e =—year—'round: vacabion——resort

Manmﬂeant estate on the Hudson River
Only 53 miles from New
All outdoor sports

addle hmes on grounds
Fine Library :

S
Superlative cuisine Musical recordings
Booklet Sent on Request
Write P. 0. Box 471, Newburgh, N. Y. Phene Newburgh 4270

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW!

oint

COMING! )
GET INTO THE A L P SWING
with Artie Hamilton
and his Ambassadors of Rhythm
SATURDAY EVE., OCTOBER 19, 1940
at the ALDINE SUPPER CLUB
200 Fifth Avenue (at 23rd Street)
Entertainment by PHIL (ALLABEN ACRES) LEEDS
Subscription 75¢

Presents

Staged by: Powell Lindsay

THE NEGRO PLAYWRIGHTS COMPANY °

OPENING
OCTOBER 22
LINCOLN THEATRE

BIG WHITE FOG : =5

A DRAMA OF MODERN NEGRO LIFE by THEODORE WARD
Stage Setting: Perry Watkins @

$4.40 to $2.20
Now on Sale at Box Office
Tel. EDgecombe 4-3190

with its population of nearly 200,000,000.

SUBSCRIBE NOW.

MOSCOW NEWS — 24- page newspaper — in-
forms you weekly of events in the Soviet Union
and major trends in international affairs. It brings
news of Soviet economic and cultural life. It
keeps you in touch with developments in Soviet
science, education, medicine and other fields.
Subscription Rate—$2.00 per year; $1.00 for 6
mos.

SOVIETLAND—illustrated monthly—gives an in-
formative account of Soviet life and institutions.
Articles by foremost writers cover art, the cinema,
drama, literature, science, music, sports and many
other phases of life in the U.S.S.R.

Subscription Rate—$1.50 per year; 75¢ for 6 mos.

.
If you live in or visit New York, drop into our
store at 255 Fifth Ave., between 28th and 29th
Sts. You will find interesting books in various
languages, current magazines, art albums, Soviet
phonograph recotds, etc.

°

If You Wish to Keep Informed on
THE SOVIET UNION —Original sources obviously are the

best. The following four periodicals, published in the USSR in English, thoroughly
cover events and policies and the progress of the arts and industries in that great country

Periodicals, as well as books, which we also import, now come through regularly.

INTERNATIONAL LITERATURE—monthly—
is the only magazine in English presenting cur-
rent Soviet literature in translation and giving
representation to the literature of all countries.
Important creative writings are given first English
ublication in_its pages.

guhscrlptlon Rate—§2.50 per year; $1.25 for 6
mos.

USSR IN CONSTRUCTION—de luxe pictorial
monthly—Giant industrial plants in the making,
vast state and collective farms, the peoples and
culture of the USSR are reproduced in pictures,
Subscription Rate—$3.00 per year; $1.50 for 6
mos.

Combined Yearly Subscription Rates

MOSCOW NEWS and SOVIETLAND—$3.00

MOSCOW NEWS and INTERNATIONAL LITERATURE—$3.75
MOSCOW NEWS and USSR IN CONSTRUCTION—$4.25

For convenience, please use coupon below

FOUR CONTINENT BOOK CORP.
I 266 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. -

Enclosed please find my remittance of $........,
for which enter my subscription order to the

following: MOSCOW NEWS..... .; SOVIET-
LAND...... ; INTERATIONAL LITERA-
TURE..... .3 USSR IN CONSTRUCTION.....
Name...overeereocsonnenenncnnes desescscessses
I Address.......ccivieiieiinnns . ceshesenecans

of “continuity,” which meant chiefly for him
the resumption of his interrupted work. Per-
haps it is well for world culture that this
great artist should have been so insulated
that almost immediately after the four-year
interruption he was able to resume his pro-
ductiveness. However, it also indicates the
limits of his observations upon the war.

Therefore, his letters during wartime have
a limited special value. They reflect the reac-
tions of a small, cultivated leisure class, an
island group within the encompassing middle
class, sheltering the privileged sensitive against
vulgarities and crassness. Death and despair
reached this island, which remained isolated
even in its woes. The group was incapable of
large understanding, of identification with
humanity, confident, perhaps, that as a sort
of composite nerve of humanity, it endured
the suffering of all men. Needless to say, the
odor of a highly subtilized conceit distills from
all this exquisiteness.

Essentially, the letters are a report of the
destruction of five or six years of Rilke’s writ-
ing life. Considering the high quality of his
poetry, this is a considerable loss, one of the
ruins uncounted in the published casualties
of the World War. This, however, should not
make us forget that there are other sorts of
sensitive souls who reacted differently to
imperialist war. There was Barbusse, living
within a different range of emotions, feeling
not isolation from humanity but identifica-
tion, not burying his talent in a succession of
garden refuges, but making it bear fruit to
sustain mankind in disaster.

This is not an attempt to belittle Rilke,
but rather to accord him his just due. It is
no service to Rilke to expect profundity
where there is none, to dim his significance
by enlarging it to cover areas it cannot light.
This ¢an lead only to disappointed expecta-
tions and subsequent neglect. His perceptions
are extremely sensitive within a small per-
sonal range. Outside this his observations are
surprisingly shallow or worse. Seeking his
contribution within the area in which its
achievement is greatest, one has much to find.

ISIDOR SCHNEIDER.

Wet Kindling

THE FIRE AND THE woop, by R. C. Hutchinson.
Farrar @ Rinehart. $2.50.

6é HE FIRE AND THE Woop” is adver-
tised as “a love story of a doctor and
a patient,” and in this capacity it attains a
certain excellence. There is considerable
subtlety and skill in the unwinding of- its
psychological skein. In the prose poetry that
illumines its moments of crisis can be glimpsed
some of the power that has won Mr. Hutchin-
son extravagant praise as. a stylist. But the
book pretends to something more. Its small
story travels on a sea of contemporary history;
it would presume to be a serious novel of
ideas, a fable of the Nazi terror.
There is something false and opportunistic
about Mr. Hutchinson’s novel. Its portentous
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IN WOMAN'S DEFENSE

By Mary Inman

MIKE QUIN says: “I’m indebted to Mary
Inman for building a whole new
wing on my brain and furnishing it
with invaluable information and
ideas. . . . One of the most valuable
and mentally profitable books I ever
got my hands on. . . . I’s an edu-
cation. . . . It’s dynamite. . . .’

DAILY WORKER: . . . the first serious
work in America on the woman
question from a labor point of view.
One of Miss Inman’s finest contri-
butions to modern thought . . . is
her analysis of the nature of the
economic exploitation of the house-
wife . . . witty and frequently bril-
liant phrasing. . . .’

HARRISON GEORGE, Editor, Daily Peo-
ple’s World: “For men as well as
women it is indispensable for effec-
tive work in the labor and progres-
sive movements.”

176 pages Cloth $1.25 Paper 60c

At your progressive bookstore, or by
mail from

MERCURY PRINTING CO.

755 N. Western Ave., Los Angeles

1 backdrop is unfortunately used only to create

atmosphere, to strengthen the personal trag-
edy of the young Jewish doctor and the
patient whom he learns to love in the course
of a medical experiment. The colossal inun-
dation of fascism is experienced unanalytically,
as would be a catastrophe of nature.
There is one important suggestion in the
book which is handled with revealing insensi-
tivity. It is at this point that we are made
aware of the separation of the sheath of event
from the inner story which should more prop-
erly be its interpreter. As Dr. Zeppichmann
prepares to give his new tuberculin its first
hazardous trial on a new subject, he reassures
himself with the phrase “The individual does
not matter.” We immediately notice the con-
notation of this false scientivism. By analogy
it connects the personal story with the larger
sum of contemporary experience represented
alongside it. But no real unity can be felt
between the elements of this work. Mr.
Hutchinson’s hero becomes at last more human
and mature. His transformation, however, is
hardly connected with his political experience.
It is the discovery of personal love, and it
cannot sustain or control the welter of real-
istic incident that gives this book its anti-
fascist flavor., Thus the novel is a curious
mixture of rhapsodic inner monologue and
memorable shots of realism jostling each other
in the author’s confusiod of purpose. In re-
ducing the vastly stirring background to the

scale of a tenuous love story, he has succeeded

in dwarfing the potentialities of his material.
MirriceNT LANG.

RECORDS

25 TO 50%
- REDUCTION ON
VICTOR RECORDS

Your chance of a lifetime to build
a wonderful record library at a low
Send for lists

AN UNUSUAL
LECTURE SERVICE

NEW MASSES is pleased to announce that its
editors and contributors are now available for,
public forums and private house gatherings.

Authoritative speakers on politics, literature,
music, art, the movies, the dance.

For information on speakers, dates and fees

Write or Call

JEAN STANLEY
NEW MASSES LECTURE BUREAU
461 Fourth Avenue, New York City
CA ledonia 5-3076

An Education in the Theory and Practice

of Marxism-Leninism Applied to Present-

day Problems of glme A'merican Working
ass!

The Communist

OCTOBER CONTENTS

Review of the Month
The Most Peculiar Election Campaign in
the History of the Republic, by Earl
Browder
The Trade Unions and the War, by
William Z. Foster
The Crisis in Mexico, by James S. Allen
The Cuban People and the New Constitu-
tion, by Blas Roca
The British Communist Party Leads the
Struggle Against the Imperialist War,
by R. Palme Dutt
Lenin at the Second World Congress of
the Communist International, by A.
Ackerman
Engels on Dialectics of Nature, reviewed
by D. C. Lucas
Single copies 20c
Subscription $2.00

Date

THE COMMUNIST
P. O. Box 148, Station D
New York City

Enclosed please find $2.00 for which please
enter my subscription to The Communist for one

year beginni with the
Name.

Addr
City.

issue.

State.

Please mention NEwW MASSES when patronizing advertisers

Defense “Message’’
NATIONAL DEFENSE! HOW CAN 1 HELP? by “An

American Family.” Hawley Publishing Co. Red-
ding Ridge, Conn. 25c.

HE country is currently being flooded

with “Americanism” pamphlets issued by
a variety of sources, individual authors, the
Legion, various suspiciously vigilante-like or-
ganizations. The latest is this, written by “An
American Family” that is concerned about the
“dangers” to America.

The book, selling for 25¢, is a phony from
start to finish. The mentality behind the thing
is revealed to be fundamentally both vulgar
and shrewd (in an acquisitive sense). The
“message” comes in words of one syllable, in
an effort to enlist the support of the average
reader for the war aims of the present setup.
The writer, who claims to be an average
American father (small business man, war
veteran, home owner, father of two), is aware
that in order to enlist our support for war it
must be painted as a democratic war.

You will learn to your astonishment that
men who have large sums of money started
poor. “They worked harder and showed more
skill and genius than most of those around
them.” Aliens should not worry about finger-
printing, since we all really ought to be finger-
printed; Negroes should not believe tales of
discrimination against them; everyone ought
to constitute himself a private G-man in order

———

To Keep

New Masses
in the F ight for

PEACE

My contribution $............

Name

Address

State
10-15-40

City.
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FREE

Get a book absolutely
free with your NM
subscription

To all those who are about to subscribe
and to our readers whose subscriptions
expire now, we are making the following
extraordinary offer:

One year of NEw Masses—plus one of these
books, absolutely free:

1. BORN OF THE STORM, a So-
viet novel by Nicholas Ostrovsky $5.00

2. THE PROFESSOR, a novel of
England by Rex Warner ........ $5.00

3. CHANGE THE WORLD, a col-
lection of essays by Mike Gold...

4, CHINA FIGHTS BACK by Agnes
Smedley ....... e N $5.00

CHANGING MAN, THE SO-
VIET EDUCATIONAL SYS-
TEM by Beatrice King ......... $5.00

6. YOU MIGHT LIKE SOCIAL-
ISM by Corliss Lamont ...... ... $5.00

7. POST-WAR HISTORY OF THE
BRITISH WORKING CLASS
by G. Allen Hutt .......

FIRST ACT IN CHINA by James
M. Bertram ............. ceeeeees $5.00

Or else—one year of New Masses plus one
of the following books at a slight extra
charge:

9. CAN WE CO-OPERATE? by
Bob Brown .......civviviinnnnnn $5.50

10. A PHILOSOPHY FOR THE
MODERN MAN by Hyman Levy $5.50

11. SALUTE TO SPRING, the new
volume of short stories by Meridel
LeSueur . $6.00

12. THE FAT YEARS AND THE
LEAN, the new volume by Bruce
Minton and John Stuart ......... $6.00

13. THE MOSCOW FOLIO, twenty-
four prints in color "suitable for
framing ......covviuierniinnaiens $6.00

$5.00

Lyl

$5.00

®

Select Premium by Number
®
Fill Out the Coupon

New Masses
461 Fourth Avenue
New York City

Please send me one (1) year’s subscription to NEw

Tear Off and Mail Today!

Masses. I am enclosing $...... Please include the
following premium offer, number ...... postage
prepaid.

NAME ttveiiietrnurannreseasoiiosnsnnsnseceeesnas
AdAress c.veiiiiiiiiei i it it i i i

10-15-40

to spy out subversive and ‘“un-American”
activities.

The tip-off to this whole affair, this home-
spun call for vigilantism and reaction in the
name of democracy and national unity, has
already appeared in the daily papers. For the
typical American family who wrote this book
and is “not rich,” is Verne E. Burnett, vice
president in charge of public relations of the
enormous monopoly, General Foods. Some
years ago General Foods used to send out to
selected people who were financially embar-
rassed, Christmas boxes of General Foods
products. In one of those boxes seen by the
writer there was a book—presented to the in-
digent as food for thought, compliments of
General Foods. That book was called Com-
munism in Germany and was the first high-
powered apology for Nazism to appear in this
country. It was published in Hitler’s Germany.

GorpON CARROLL.

Flight Theory

WIN YOUR WINGS, by Col. Roscoe Turner & Jean H.
Dubuque. Books 1 & II. Frederick J. Drake & Co.
$3.50 per wolume.

oU cannot learn to fly by reading a book
Yany more than you can learn to swim by
lying across a chair and kicking your legs, but
you can learn a great deal about the respective
theories of swimming and flying through read-
ing.
These two volumes by the famous racing
pilot,. Roscoe Turner, and his collaborator,
though priced too high for the average pocket-

book, constitute an almost unique encyclopedia

of aviation information. They are jam-packed
with such material; from the history of aero-
nautics through aerodynamics, meteorology,
avigation, civil air regulations, theory of flight,
flight instruction (Book I), through advanced
flight maneuvers, instrumentation, aircraft en-
gines and structure, radio and instrument-
flight (Book II).

Intelligently conceived and written in lucid,
non-technical terms, illustrated with hundreds
of simplified sketches and photographs, the
books should be in the library of any student
of the subject.

H. S.

Anderson’s Plays

ELEVEN VERSE PLAYS, by Maxwell Anderson. Har-
court, Brace &@ Co. $3.75.

IT 1s presumptuous to dismiss in a short re-
view eleven long verse dramas that repre-
sent the work of ten years. But the sad fact
remains that Maxwell Anderson, who evi-
dently desires to return to the great tradition
of Shakespeare and write about our modern
problems in the terms of the Elizabethan poet,
has been even more presumptuous. For Mr.
Anderson simply does not possess the depth,
the scope, or the grandeur of his model, and
his enormous volume of work in this field is
more of the library than of the stage.

In Winterset, written when the dramatist
was considerably more progressive than he is

NEW MASSES Classified Ads

50c a line. Payable in Advance. Min. charge $1.50
Approx. 7 words to a line. Deadline Fri. 4 p.m.

CHILDREN BOARDED

Country. Board 2 childrem (4-6). Winter season. Bucks
County, Pa. Reasonable. References exchanged. Write
New Masses, Box 1743.

FURS

SKILLED FUR CRAFTSMAN offers you exceptionally
low rates on custom or ready-made coats and jackets,
also on remodeling and repairing. Avail yourself now
during off season lull. ARMAND ET SOEUR, 145 West
30 St., CHickering 4- 1424

INSURANCE

Whatever your needs — PAUL CROSBIE, established
since 1908 — FREQUENT SAVINGS, 135 "William St.,
Y. Tel. BEekman 3-5262.

PIANO TUNING

PIANO TUNING, regulating, repairing and voicing. '
Member Nat’l Ass’n Piano Tuners, Inc. Ralgh J. Apple-
ton, 505 Fifth Avenue, Tel. MUrray Hill 2-2291.

REDUCING FOR WOMEN

Swedish Massage—Posture Correction—Tennis Instruc-
tion. Solarium. [Reasonable rates. Complete trial $2.
Goodwin’s Gym—Roof, 1457 B’way (42 St.) WI 7-8250.

SCHOOL REGISTRATION
WORKERS SCHOOL REGISTRATION. Classes b%in

TH WE K. Last opportunity to enroll. Room
50 E 13 St., . C

VACATION RESORTS

RIP VAN WINKLE LAND: Romantic vacations in
the Switzerland of America. 250 acres, elevation 2,000
feet. Modern, cozy rooms. chturesque surroundin }g‘x
stimulating climate. Swimming, bicycles and sports.

cellent food. Special October Rates $14.00 weekly. ELM-
WOOD -FARM, Rip Van Winkle Trail, Hunter, N. Y.

VOLUNTEERS FOR NEW MASSES WANTED

NEW MASSES would be grateful for VOLUNTEER
clerical HELP in circulation campaign. Apply Room
1204, 461 Fourth Ave.,, N. Y. C.

WEARING APPAREL

Spare yourself that preliminary shopping bout. In a
leisurely atmosphere, MISS GOODMAN sells only high-
ly selective owns, Coats, Hats— mostly authentic
originals at genuine bargains. 474 Tth Ave. (36 St.)
LA 4-4013

GOINGS ON

ALFRED GOLDSTEIN popular political analyst, re-
views THE NEWS OF THE W every SUNDAY
EVENING at Workers School, 2nd floor, 50 East 13
Street. Admission 25c.

NEW MASSES

presents

A FALL CALENDAR OF
DISTINGUISHED EVENTS

1. “INTERPRETATION PLEASE”
THE novel event of 1940. A panel of experts
will answer your questions on foreign affairs,
Washington politics, the American scene, litera-
ture, labor, ete. A fascinating evening with the
menr who write New Masses.
Thursday Evening, November 14th, 8:30 P.M.
Webster Hall.

2. NEW MASSES ANNUAL BALL
The TWENTY-NINTH annual feature of the
New Masses social season. The traditional event
that is attended by all the well-known writers,
artists, editors, actors of the progressive move-
ment. The highspots will include a nationally
famous swing band and an exceptional pro-
gram, the details of which are now being
worked out. THE EVENT OF THE YEAR.
Saturday Evening, December 7th, from 9
o’clock, Webster Hall, 11th St. and 3rd Ave.

3. NEW YEAR’S EVE BALL
The usual high jinks on New Year’s Eve and
the program to go with it. Details to be an-
nounced later.

Manhattan Center, December 31st.
Put These Events on Your OWN Calendar. You
Won’t Want to Miss Any of Them.

For further information write te

NEW MASSES EVENTS, 461 4th Ave., .

or call CAledonia 5-3076.
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today, he came closest to achieving his heart’s
desire. But even in this play his verse is no
more than adequate, his drama no more than
posturing. He has set himself the enormously
difficult task of documenting his intimations
of mortality, morality, and human tragedy.
Unfortunately he nowhere come to grips with
life or illuminates it more than dimly. He
lacks the equipment for this undertaking, and
he probably knows it. That is his peculiar
tragedy.
A. B.

|-S ights & Sounds

“T'ime 1n the Sun”

Serge FEisenstein’s second Mexican
film reviewed by Alvah Bessie.

F THE 150,000 feet of film shot in Mexico
O in 1937 by the great Soviet director,
Eisenstein, two separate and more or less inde-
pendent films have been edited. The first was
Thunder Over Mexico, which dealt largely
with the problem of peonage. The second is
Time in the Sun, edited by Marie Seton and
showing at the Fifth Avenue Playhouse.
Neither film represents the work as conceived
by Eisenstein, but both are distinctly worth
seeing.

Miss Seton’s emphasis is on the continuity
of the haciendados’ exploitation of the Mexi-
can Indians, and the life-and-death philosophy
of these great people. Presented in documen-
tary form, with sound-track, and voices speak-
ing throughout, Time in the Sun is less a
screen play in its editing than a series of dis-
integrated shots, almost every one magnificent
in one way or another, but lacking 'the con-
tinuity a screen play should have. Without
the commentator, the film would not have
held together. With him, there is a semblance
of unity that is much less impressive than the
fragments of what inevitably must have been
a great moving picture, had it ever been com-
pleted.

You will have to see this film for the enor-
mous power of Eisenstein’s artistic imagina-
tion, which shows in brilliant and subtle juxta-
positions of subjects living and inanimate, in
the photography of E. Tisse, in brief scraps
of narrative treatment interspersed through-
out. Here again is the horrible punishment of
the peons by living burial and trampling by
horses, the brilliant and tragic pageantry of
Corpus Christi, the feast of the dead cele-
brated by the living with skeleton masks.

Arvan Brssiz.

NEW

MASSES

Presents

a TRIBUTE to
JOHN REED

Speakers and Participants

(G) N

EARL BROWDER
ART YOUNG
RUTH McKENNEY
MIKE GOLD
WILLIAM BLAKE
MAURICE BECKER
CORLISS LAMONT
SUSAN WOODRUFF
ALTER BRODY

Y

Special Feature

MARC BLITZSTEIN will conduct the American People’s

Chorus in a section of his new opera—

“NO FOR AN ANSWER”

SUNDAY AFT., OCTOBER 20th, 2:30 P.M.
MANHATTAN CENTER

34th St. and 8th Ave.

Tickets: 50 cents—reserved section (for those buying tickets in advance)
50 cents—general admission
$1.00—reserved rows

on sale: at New Masses, 461 4th Ave., Workers Bookshop, 50 E. 13th St., Bookfair, 133 W. 44th St.
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How can you get around
without a map?

The world is changing and the mapmakers have a big job. New Masses readers requ1re
constant reference to the Atlas and here is your chance.

The Hammond Self-Revising World Atlas has just brought out its latest edition—newly
engraved maps in seven colors, describing former and the present boundaries of the world.

Here’s how you can get the world—FREE

r New Masses —1
-461 Fourth Ave.
New York City
[ I enclose'$2 for a 20-week trial subscription for myself.
[0 I enclose $2 for a 20-week trial subscription for

All that is necessary is to take out a new sub for
twenty weeks at $2. Old subscribers who sign up

new readers get the Atlas for themselves as well as

for new readers. Name Address

The Atlas goes free, too, to old subscribers who E I enclose $5 for my annual venewal.
ame
Address

City State 10-15-40

renew annual subscriptions.

[m—————————
l.__...___.__._.._

You need that Atlas now. Write us at once.
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