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Between Qurselves

HE travel ads describe Cuba as a land of gayety,
blue seas, casinos tinkling with jingling coins, long
cool drinks at Sloppy Joe’s . . . and ah, those senoritas.
But Joseph North quit Havana last week for the sel-
dom visited interior of Cuba. He found poverty, disease,
death. “The best place to study the wretched handiwork
of imperialism,” he writes us, “is down here at the point
of production, where almost every palm leaf belongs to
Electric Bond & Share. . . .” That’s the way his story,
to appear in next week’s NM, begins . . . and we think
it affords a better picture of Wall Street’s devious ways
in foreign lands than any you’ve read in many moons.
For instance—Manzanilla, in the far corner of the
isle, has sixty thousand people, ravaged by typhoid this
very minute . . . and Manzanilla is the dateline on Joe
North’s story.

“Responsibility for this epidemic,” he tells us, “is
Electric Bond & Share’s. That company owns most,
practically all, of Cuba’s electric supply as well as water-
works. And in Manzanilla the water rates are so high
that in the greater part of the city only one family on
a street block can afford to pay for water. Neighbors
come daily with jars and buckets, begging, borrowing,
or stealing a precious drop to drink.

“Worse than that is the water’s quality. There’s a
saying in Manzanilla: ‘When the water runs brown,
the priests will walk a lot” In those days, typhoid is
deadliest; twenty-five, perhaps thirty babies will be

\ dead in a short time. It was the fight against this mo-
nopoly that helped the Communist Party win the may-
oralty of Manzanilla for the first time in history.” This
you may read in detail in next week’s NM.

Two weeks hence Joe North will write the story of
how Cuba’s vast Negro population elected a Negro
mayor—Justus Sala of Santiago de Cuba, second largest
city on the island. “This victory,” North writes, “was
won despite the combined opposition of the Bacardi
rum interests, whose biggest plant is in Santiago; and
that of the hierarchy, the corrupt politicians, and all
others who tried to defeat Sala. But the people elected
him, with the support of the Communist Party.”

No other publication in America has covered this

great advance of democracy in the island south of us.™

You may read about these victories, and what they por-
tend, only in NM. Don’t fail to order your copies now.

Mmuon GREENSPAN, who was a
war correspondent in loyalist
Spain, next week writes on how that
country defended its democracy. Mr.
Greenspan discusses in detail the re-
lationship of the Spanish army to
the people, their organizations, and
particularly their trade unions. But
more important, Mr. Greenspan points
to the differences between Washing-
ton’s “defense” plans and a genuine
people’s defense program. Mr. Green-
span’s piece is an important con-
tribution to the controversy on how
to defend America.

Our desk calendar notes that Sep-
tember 16 is the day when NM’s
subscription rates will rise somewhat.
(There are details on the back
cover.) Another big date to remember
is September 6. On that day Chesters’
Zunbarg, the happy hostelry in the -
mountains, will turn its facilities over
to the friends of NM. From Friday
evening to Sunday night, you will
play tennis, boat, swim, dance, enjoy
the entertainment program, eat and
sleep, all for the small sum of $5 per
day or $10 for the weekend. A char-
tered bus will take us, and you too, to
the door. For other details see the ad-
vertisement on page 19. A share of the
weekend proceeds goes to NM.

Who's Who

PaLMe Dutt is the author of
*World Politics: 1918-1936 and
Fascism and Social Rewolution. Dutt
has been editor of the British Labour
Monthly since its inception in 1923.
. Herbert Biberman, noted movie

director, is chairman of the Ameri-
can Peace Crusade and one of the
founders of the Hollywood Anti-
Nazi League. Among the movies Mr.
Biberman has directed are Roar
China and Valley Forge. . . . Alex
Brooks is a college student who is
spending the summer in California.

. . Ed Falkowski, a former coal
miner of Pennsylvania, contributes
frequently to NM.

Flashbacks

FUNNY how things get changed
around. Take those liberals who
are shouting “fifth columnist” at all
who oppose the fascist conscription
bill and the whole drive toward war.
When, on-Aug. 19, 1936, in the peace-
ful socialist world, Zinoviev, Kam-
enev, and fourteen other fifth col-
umnists of war and capitalism ad-
mitted their terroristic plans, the
“liberals” were horrified not at the
treachery but at the exposure. These
“liberals” looked with mild alarm
at omens of the stability of relations
of Germany and the USSR when on
Aug. 19, 1939; the two countries
signed a trade treaty. . . . Knowing
that disillusionment about the last
war is complete, these same “liber-
als” whose record in the last war
stinks—to borrow a word coined by
Ruth McKenney—now pay homage
to those who resisted the last war.
This war, it seems, is “different’—

or would Big Bill Haywood say so?
He, with a hundred other IWW’s,.
was convicted Aug. 17, 1918, of con-
spiracy to block the war.
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The Outlook for Europe

Will Britain’s rulers capitulate to Hitler? R. Palme Dutt’s second article on the perspectives of
the war. Washington’s stakes in London’s politics.

London, England.

r I \HE collapse of French imperialism—
whose effects are only beginning in its
colonial empire and in the colonial

empires of the world—has generated a new
scramble and created a new world situa-
. tion. Desperate and urgent as are the im-
mediate issues of struggle of the working
people in France and in this country conse-
quent on the new situation, it is necessary for
Marxists, in the interests of that struggle
and its correct guidance, coolly and soberly
to estimate the forces and relations and per-
spective of this new world situation. The
laws of the concentration of capital operate
remorselessly in the relations of states no less
than in the relations of individual capitalists
and firms, The dramatic moments of final
crisis are familiar in the records of capitalist
enterprise when some weaker firm, with a
long history and traditions, goes to the wall,
and its rivals close in to devour the victim.
They are no less familiar in the history of
states, as the monopolist empires extend and
the weaker states lose their independence,
either by direct annexation or becoming client,
semi-colonial states. This process is familiar
over the past three-quarters of a century in
the undeveloped regions of the world, in
Asia, Africa, and South America. But, as
Lenin noted in his Imperialism, ‘it is not
only in newly opened-up countries, but also
in the old ones, that imperialism is leading
to annexation, to increased national oppres-
sion.” This development has gone forward
at a lightning pace in the present war. The
position of the formally independent smaller
countries of Europe has become untenable.
Only where the influence and direct armed
strength of the socialist power has extended
have their independence and national free-
dom been maintained under the protection
of the socialist power. Beyond that region of
influence the smaller countries have been in
practice divided up between Britain and Ger-
many (in the majority of cases Germany es-
tablishing territorial overlordship and Britain
securing the gold, shipping, and colonies, to-
gether with the juridical claim of possession
of the refugee legal governments).

LARGER REDIVISION

But this redivision of the world, which is
the essence of imperialist war, is not neces-
sarily confined- to undeveloped or smaller
countries, or to the colonies and possessions
of the powers. The same process of concen-
tration extends to the imperialist powers. If

opportunity offers, one imperialist power will
endeavor to absorb another. At the beginning
of the last war, in 1914, there were eight
imperialist great powers, six in Europe and
two outside Europe. By the end of the war
two had vanished, the two weakest and most
unstable: Austria-Hungary and czarist Russia.
Austria-Hungary crumbled into dissolution
and gave way to a series of vassal states of
the victor powers; the Russian empire was
conquered by socialism. A third, Germany,
was prostrated, robbed of its colonies, and
placed under heavy burdens; but remained in
being as a monopolist concentration of capi-
tal and was thus able to rise anew for the
continuance of the struggle. In this war France
was visibly the weakest link in the chain of im-
perialism. That link snapped ; but owing to the
depth of imperialist corruption in the work-
ing class movement (Socialist Party and re-
formist trade union leadership) the French
working class was not yet united and ready
to win and hold power. Therefore German
imperialism has for the time being annexed
France with the consent of the French ruling
class,

In British official comment this annexa-
tion or virtual annexation (for the armistice
terms in fact make France a vassal state with
decisive controlling power in German hands)
is treated as a temporary military domination
which will be reversed by the final verdict
of the war. The question is not so simple.
Undoubtedly the French people, once they
are able to advance in unity under the leader-
ship of the working class, will throw off their
national oppression together with the vassal
fascist government—but not in order to go
back to the old capitalist form of state or
to fall into the claws of British imperialism.
Until then, within the sphere of capitalist
relations the question is not simply one of
military domination; it is a question of a
certain degree of fusion of French and Ger-
man capital, that is, a real process of concen-
tration. The conditions for this fusion of
French and German capital were already
more and more visibly preparing in the two
decades since the last war (as shown in the
European Steel Cartel, etc.). The same ten-
dency continued to be shown also after the
outbreak of war (the exchange of Lorraine
iron ore and Ruhr coke between French and
German capitalists alongside formal hostil-
ities). The question at issue was under whose
control this economically necessary fusion

should take place. The first stage of the

N

war has decided this issue in favor of Ger-
many.

Lenin in his Imperialism, quoting a bour-
geois economic writer (Richard Calwer,
Introduction to World Economy, Berlin,
1906), notes the five “‘main economic regions”
of the world there described: (1) central
Europe (the whole of Europe with the excep-
tion of Russia and Great Britain); (2)
Great Britain and her empire; (3) Russia;
(4) eastern Asia; (5) America. The colonies
are here included in the “regions” of the
states to which they belong. Of these five,
two are noted as regions of “poorly developed
capitalism’: Russia and eastern Asia. Since
then Russia has passed out of the sphere of
capitalist world economy and become the first
sector of socialist world economy; in eastern
Asia Japan has gained in strength, but the
region still remains weaker in capitalist de-
velopment relative to the other three. There
are thus three decisive regions of capitalist
world economy:

We observe three regions with highly developed
capitalism (with a high development of means of
communication, trade, and industry): the central
European, the British, and the American. Among
them are three states which dominate the world:
Germany, Britain, the United States. Imperialist
rivalry and the struggle between these countries
have become very keen, because Germany has
only an insignificant area and few colonies; the
creation of “Central Europe” is still a matter for
the future, and it is being born in the midst of
desperate struggles.

. \

‘This situation caused the last war and
continues into the present war. There remain
three contestants for world power: Germany,
Britain, the United States (Japan, though
advanced in strength, is still completely occu-
pied within her region). But the situation
of these three powers is markedly different,
no less than the situation of the “regions”
on which they are based.

RELATIVE STRENGTH

In respect of strength of capitalist develop-
ment (iron and steel production, electricity,
chemical industry, mechanical horsepower)
the United States stands first, Germany sec-
ond, and Britain third. In respect of the
monopolist concentration of capital, Germany
stands first, the United States second, and
Britain third. In respect of extent of terri-
torial possessions Britain stands first, the
United States second, and Germany (up to




the outbreak of war) nowhere. In respect
of military technique and equipment (land
and air), Germany stands first, Britain sec-
ond, and the United States third. In respect
of naval power Britain stands first, the
United States second, and Germany a weak
third. The difference in respect of their
“regions” is no less marked. The British
empire is a political unity under a single
_sovereignty, though geographically dispersed
and in danger of disintegrating tendencies.
The United States is in process of integrating
the American continent under her control,
and has made marked progress in this direc-
tion. But “Central Europe” has remained,
from the time that Lenin wrote up to the
present war, a conception, not a unity. ‘““The
creation of ‘Central Europe’ is still a matter
for the future, and it is being born in the
midst of desperate struggles.” The consoli-
dation of “Central Europe” (i.e., all Europe
except Britain and Russia) under German
domination is thus the condition precedent
for the challenge of Germany, corresponding
to her strength of capitalist development, to-
ward world power; and this consolidation
itself involves ‘“desperate struggles.” The
struggle over “Central Europe” is thus the
first form of the struggle between Germany,
Great Britain, and the United States for
world power.

NEW STAGE

This struggle underlay the last war, the
politics of the intervening period, and the
first ten months of the present war. It has
now been settled, for the first time in the
history of capitalist Europe, in favor of Ger-
many. That is why the whole world situa-
tion now moves forward to a new stage, and
the United States awakens to full world po-
litical activity. In the last war Germany
strove to create “‘Central Europe”; Britain
set herself the task to prevent it. In order to
prevent it Britain gave her backing to the
weaker capitalist power in the region, France,
and drew in the support of Russia, as well
as, finally, when the issue grew precarious,
of the United States. This superior combina-
tion defeated Germany, and thus appeared
to reverse the natural course of economic de-
velopment. The weaker .capitalist power,
France, sought to organize ‘“Central Europe”
in the following period, while Britain worked
to prevent the creation of “Central Europe”
by playing off France and Germany. The
artificial ascendancy of France could not last;
but the British maneuvers to maintain the
disunity of “Central Europe” broke down
through the emergence of the new factor—
the overmastering fear of the socialist revo-
lution. Britain’s plans required for their suc-
cess close collaboration with Russia; but
British conservatism, as the leader of world
capitalism and counter-revolution, was the
leader of hostility to the Soviet Union. On
this antagonism German capitalism continu-
ously played to build up its strength anew,
from the Rapallo Treaty of 1922 through
Hitler’'s anti-Bolshevik crusade to the final
quick followup of Britain’s refusal of the
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Anglo-Soviet pact by the non-aggression
treaty. Thus the inner contradiction of Brit-
ish policy has led to the creation of the very
specter it strove for a quarter of a century
to prevent—the creation of “Central Europe”
under German domination with far greater
completeness than was ever dreamed of in
1914-18.

The preliminary phase of the war, which
reached no solution in the four years of the
war of 1914-18, is thus completed in the first
ten months of the present war. The war
mowves toward world war. The British empire
and the new German empire now confront
one another in the final conflict for world
power, while the United States speeds up her
preparations at a feverish tempo in order to
dominate the final outcome. The press pathos
about the “little island” facing “alone” the
embattled Nazi power over all Europe must
not blind us to the-real, titanic dimensions of
this world imperialist conflict. British im-
perialism is not yet so weak or so bankrupt
as is sometimes suggested, nor so completely
unprepared and planless as it is sometimes
willing to see suggested in order to whip up
the war enthusiasm of its people in the belief
that they are conducting a “people’s war” in

spite of and against the will of their reluctant
rulers.

POWERFULLY MATCHED

The two contestants are powerfully
matched. The new German empire holds
Europe in its grip from the Atlantic coast to
the borders of the Soviet Union, from Nor-
way and Denmark to Italy and Spain. It has
thus largely broken or weakened the block-
ade, save in respect of the vital question of
oil. It holds powerful military forces and air
superiority. It controls the European coasts
facing Britain on the north, the east, and
the south. The British empire holds in its
domination one-third of the world and some
six hundred millions of people, if we add to the
former colonial empire the Belgian and Dutch
colonial empires, together with the hope, now
less certain, of securing the French colonial
empire. It holds naval supremacy. It possesses
superior economic and financial resources. It
can count on the resources of the United
States. The outcome of the conflict is by no
means a foregone conclusion for either side.

The role and strategy of the United States
in this lineup is relatively the clearest and
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least complicated. In the most general terms
it has been plain from the outset that, as in
the last war, but still more decisively in this
war, the United States regards it as her
destiny to emerge as the ultimate victor, while
postponing direct military participation until
the final stage. Since the success of the Ger-
man imperialist domination of central
Europe, the United States has unhesitatingly
placed her resources on the side of the British
empire, and openly prepares the way toward
eventual participation on its side. The reasons
for this are manifest. The United States re-
gards herself as the destined “heir of the
British empire”; and the heir has no wish
to see his patrimony seized from under his
expectant eyes by a new upstart gangster. The
United States holds $4,000,000,000 of in-
vestments in the British empire, which .she
does not wish to lose. She shares the anti-
Soviet aims of the British imperialists. She
fears the effects of a violent breakup of the
British empire in liberating the struggle of
the colonial peoples for freedom all over the
world. For all these reasons the United States
financial oligarchy ‘“‘supports” the British
empire. But it “supports” the British empire
in something of the same fashion as the
British imperialists sought to “support’” Nazi
Germany against the Soviet Union. By this
“support” it intensifies and foments the con-
flict, both increasing its immediate war profits
and at the same time weakening and exhaust-
ing both its rivals in a prolonged and deadly
struggle into which it can the more easily at
the end enter as the ultimate victor. The
adoption of the interventionist multimillion-
aire corporation chief Willkie as the Repub-
lican presidential candidate, with the elimi-
nation of even the semi-isolationists, is proof
of the essential unity of policy of the Ameri-
can financial oligarchy, independently of
whether Roosevelt remains or is replaced by
a Republican.,

RULING CLASS PROBLEMS

For the British bourgeoisie, on the other
hand, the situation is not an easy one, and
raises acute dilemmas, which are reflected in
the inner political tension and controversies.
Now that the first phase of the war has ended
with Hitler in possession of most of the
continent of Europe up to the borders of the
Soviet Union, the British ruling class has to
make the final decision whether to go forward
in a heavy, protracted, and incalculable war,
which, even in the event of victory, may bring
immeasurable results of social breakup, or to
explore first the possibilities of a solution on
the basis of the relative gains and partial re-
division of the world already achieved by
either side, and thus to seek to rebuild the
unity of the world reactionary front against
the menace of the working class and demo-
cratic forces and against the already enor-
mously increased strength of the Soviet Union.

These problems are reflected in the tension
and signs of developing crisis in the British
political situation, both in the ranks of the

ruling class, and still more in the rising
mass discontent. The critical character of the
present turning point makes it necessary to
endeavor to estimate with care the present
policy of British imperialism and the rela-
tion of forces within the ruling class, in order
to determine the immediate tasks and line of
advance of the working class movement. Any
such estimate needs to be based on a Marxist
analysis of the objective forces. It would be
a mistake to transfer the conditions which
existed in France to the different situation of
Britain. Undoubtedly there exist important
analogies in the presence of powerful reac-
tionary pro-fascist forces which fear sharply
the menace of imperialist war to the existing
class structure. Lenin already noted this
“pacifism of the millionaires”: “The enlight-
ened millionaires wish to hasten peace bécause
they are afraid of revolution.” (Lenin, Bour-
geois Philanthropists and Revolutionary Social
Democracy, 1915.) This tendency has been
powerfully reinforced in the fascist period,
and is associated with the whole character
of the “fifth column.” :

UNLIKE FRANCE

But the differences are even more impor-
tant. The French bourgeoisie, as we have
seen, had already lost its independence. Its
choice lay between dependence on British
capital and dependence on German capital.
This issue was expressed in a sharp conflict
between opposing sections of French capital,
between those sections more closely associated
with the City of London and those sections
more closely associated with German monop-
oly capital and the Continental cartels. British
finance capital, on the other hand, is a fully
independent world power, with still consid-
erable room to maneuver, The British finan-
cial oligarchy is very closely interlocked and
unified ; the divisions are mainly between the
representatives of different methods of real-
izing the same basic aims, so far as the im-
perialist policy of the most powerful sections
of finance capital is concerned. The issue
which has presented itself to the British finan-
cial oligarchy is not that of “capitulation” in
the French sense, but the choice between an
attempted compromise or deal, or the con-
tinuation of the fight to the bitter end.

Is there a basis for a deal between British
and German capital? The objective grounds
which can be presented as providing the
basis for such a deal are manifest. Germany
has already won considerable spoils and is
now established in dominion over western
and central Europe, with the hope of rever-
sion of some African booty in the event of
a settlement. Britain has also won consid-
erable spoils and is established in dominion
over her vast overseas empire. Why ‘continue
the conflict? Why should not these two giant
powers recognize each other’s sphere of do-
minion and reach a mutually advantageous
settlement over the bodies of the victims of
the war, over the bodies of the former Bel-
gian, Dutch, and French empires? Would
not such an alternative be preferable, from

the standpoint of capitalist interests, to carry-
ing forward a protracted and suicidally de-
structive conflict, which can only unloose the
menace of revolution on both sides, while
the. Soviet Union daily grows in strength
and extends her power?

BRITISH-GERMAN CAPITAL

Economically, such a deal would represent
a resumption of the tendencies to fusion of
British and German monopoly capital, which
were already developing at a considerable
rate in the preceding Munich period. Indeed,
some of the agreements between some of the
biggest British and German trusts, which
had established a system of interlocking shares
and directorates, contained special clauses
providing for temporary suspension of the
arrangements “in the event of hostilities,”
and thus leaving the door open for resump-
tion after the little interruption. Politically,
such a deal would represent the alliance of
the reactionary and fascist forces of European
capitalism, not for peace, but for suspension.
of their own hostilities in order to concen-
trate on war against the working class and
democracy, against the colonial peoples, and
eventually against the Soviet Union. No
doubt such a settlement would involve a cer-
tain temporary shock to the ideologists, to
the liberal illusionists, whose fantasies ac-
company the Realpolitik of every imperialist
war and are a necessary ingredient to stir up
the requisite moral fervor; but the ideologists
of imperialism are used to shocks and would
find the way to adapt themselves and pass,
as the French millionaire press was able to
pass in a single day, from gory- proclamations
of war to the death to hymning the praises
of the victory of “peace” and the salvation of
“civilization.”

It is thus clear that the possibility of a
deal cannot be ruled out. Nevertheless, there
are powerful considerations which militate
against it. The redivision which has so far
been reached is still only partial. The real
issue is the redivision of the world. For the
British ruling class a settlement at the pres-
ent stage and under the present conditions,
without a single military victory having been
won, would represent a defeat, especially in
contrast with the presumptions with which
the war was launched. Such a defeat would
inevitably have far-reaching repercussions in
the disintegration of the empire, the scramble
of other powers to drive home their attack,
the encouragement to the colonial peoples to
strike a blow for freedom, the discrediting of
the ruling class in the eyes of the home
population. The cautious rulers who thought
to save their vast possessions by a quick settle-
ment might find they had lost them by that
incautious act. On the other hand, from the
point of view of German imperialism, the
domination of central Europe is, as we have
seen, the necessary basis for the challenge for
world power; and if the moment of advantage
thus won and the present relation of forces
appear the most favorable for pressing home
that challenge without delay, then that op-
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portunity is not likely to be foregone for the
sake of abstract pleas about the general in-
terests of capitalist civilization, unless the
internal German situation compels a change
of front. Finally, the United States is most
actively concerned to prevent an Anglo-Ger-
man deal and to ensure the continuance of
the conflict.

The factors driving to a continuance and
extension of the conflict are thus very strong.
Certainly from the standpoint of capitalism
as a whole it is a suicidal course. But so was
the launching of the war. There is no unity
corresponding to capitalism as a whole, but
only the warring blocks of monopoly capital,
which are only capable of drawing together,
and that very irregularly and incompletely,
in the moment of highest revolutionary danger.
The capitalists are caught in the network of
their own contradictions. They can solve their
problems neither in war nor in peace. Having
launched the war, they are drawn deeper and
deeper into the war, until the so-called
“phony war” of the early months has be-
come already a vast and murderous conflict.
The issue of the redivision of the world can-
not be so easily evaded. It is more and more
obvious that any attempt at a settlement
could only be a temporary truce in a pro-
tracted struggle; and even such a truce is
less likely than the most colossal extension
of yet more terrible and extending world war,
sweeping over people after people of the
earth. This is the outlook which capitalism
presents, and against which the people, with
the working class at their head, need to
gather their forces to save humanity.

CONSOLIDATION

Is there a division of the British ruling
class? Undoubtedly the present situation
raises the sharpest dilemmas and controversial
problems for the British rulers. Any conse-
quent signs of differentiation are of the great-
est importance in the development of the
crisis. But we have already had occasion to
note the high degree of interlocking, unifica-
. tion, and centralization of the British finan-
cial oligarchy, which shows itself in especially
marked form in moments of crisis. All the
signs indicate that the previous differences,
which reached an acute form in the period
preceding the war, have been to a great extent
liquidated or placed on one side. What is
going forward at present is a process of
closer consolidation of the leading ranks of
the ruling class in face of the growing dan-
gers to their imperialist rule, and especially
in face of the growing mass awakening.
Churchill and Chamberlain unite in common
defense of their identical imperialist and class
interests. As the division between the people
and the rulers grows, so the rulers draw
closer together. Against the growing awak-
ening and discontent of the people is ranged
the counter-revolutionary solidarity of the
ruling class.

This analysis of the perspective of the war,
and of the relation of forces in the British
political situation, throws into sharp relief
the responsibility that falls on the working

class, and on the militant leadership of the
working class, which can alone mobilize, lead,
and save the people in this hour of increas-
ingly serious menace and in this whole period
of sharp and sudden turns. After the ex-
periences of the past months the anger of
the people is undoubtedly rising against the
rulers who have brought these disasters upon
them and who have led them into this catas-
trophic situation. This anger is directed in
the first place against those who are seen
and recognized by the overwhelming majority
of people as the architects of disaster, the
men of Munich, the friends of fascism and
enemies of the people, the Chamberlains,
Simons, Halifaxes, and Hoares. This anger
is the first step in the awakening of the people
to the deep divergence of their interests from
the interests of the ruling class. The respon-
sibility falls on the class-conscious workers
to respond to and lead this awakening, to lead
it in struggle against the reactionary rulers,
and to lead it forward to full consciousness
of the struggle against the ruling class for
their own aims, their own government, and
their own way to peace.

The ruling class of this country, who have
brought the people to the present disastrous
situation, can now offer them only two al-
ternatives. Either the policy of the fascist
deal, the counter-revolutionary alliance, which
is not a policy of peace, but of war on the
working class, on democracy, and on social-
ism. Or the policy of imperialist war, which
presents itself in the guise of the defense of
the nation, but in reality utilizes the sacrifices,
the lives, and the resources of the people for
the maintenance and extension of the world
power of the bourgeoisic, for the aims of
their domination in the Middle East, in India,
in Africa, and in all parts of the world. Either
alternative spells limitless misfortunes, bur-
dens, and slavery for the people. The final
outcome, if the policy and leadership of the
ruling class is accepted, may even see a com-
bination of both; first, a phase of the un-
limited all-destructive extension of imperial-
ist war, and then, when the most extreme

catastrophe has been reached, when the rising
anger of the people menaces the basis of class
rule, the sudden turn to the alternative line
of the attempted counter-revolutionary set-
tlement and alliance, followed by new horrors
of the most decaying reactionary capitalism
in control. Against these vistas of ruin the
working people must fight for their own
third alternative, by which they take their
fate into their own hands for the protection
of their own interests and to find their way
to peace in unity with the working people
of the world.

The masses of the people of this country are
not concerned with fighting for world power
or maintaining domination over other nations.
The people want peace with freedom—the
right to determine their own mode of life
and government: not a peace of subjection
to fascism, home or foreign; nor war for
world domination; but peace with freedom,
in which they neither dominate others nor
are dominated. They can only realize these
aims, not by following the leadership of the
ruling class, not in unity with the ruling
class, but by their own struggle, by their
own strength and unity.

The campaign of the Communist Party
of Great Britain has shown the way forward
to the realization of these aims. The Com-
munist Party has shown the necessity for
the establishment of a new government, in
which there shall be no representative of
imperialism or friend of fascism; a govern-
ment which will be supported and controlled
by the mass movement and which will have
behind it the myriad network of working class
and democratic organizations and the Work-
ers Control Committees in the factories; a
government, not of imperialist war or of the
sellout to fascism, but one which will protect
the interests of the people against all enemies
at home and abroad, establish friendship with
the socialist Soviet Union and with the work-
ing people of all countries, and lead the way
to peace with freedom, opening the way to
the rapid advance to socialism.

R. Paime DurT.

’ Clinton
“I heard him myself, Officer. . . . He yelled, ‘Shut the door and stop
that damned draft!’”’
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Hollywood Skips the Next War

Herbert Biberman, noted film director, tells how the movie capital’s great anti-war crusade
began. Four started it, now thousands belong. They march “On to Chicago.”

\ HEN the Emergency Mobilization for
WPeace is called to -order in Chicago
on August 31, Los Angeles will an-
swer ‘“present” with a delegation of two hun-
dred to three hundred representatives of the
American Peace Crusade. Of this number about
fifty will make up the Hollywood contingent.
Several facts are in order, explaining why
all these people will make a two thousand mile
trek—why, how, by whom, and how come.
These facts concern the American Peace
Crusade and the Hollywood Peace Forum.

Only a history of the past eight months of
fierce struggle will explain the gathering de-
termination of this community for the preser-
vation of peace and democracy. Only this
history will tell you all about the people. It’s
a history that begins last December with
broken ranks in every organization. It tells
of the sharp reformation of these ranks, the
fusing of youth, working, and professional
people, the first steps in the direction of a new
kind of organization.

Behind and through all the steps was a
single great impelling force—the people, all the
people, demanding their own continued de-
velopment and organization. Having been de-
serted by one kind of leadership, discarding
another form of organization, they refused to
disperse. They insisted upon newer and better
organization and they issued a challenge. “We
are the people,” they said to those who would
hear them, ‘“‘and in us, those of you who have
the courage to lead will find endless strength.”

The weakness of the existing organizations
made most of them static. With their boards
divided on new situations, they were unable
to move. Weeks and even months of debate
loomed. In many instances the membership
was actually permitted to drift while execu-
tives tried to find common ground or com-
promise, while some of them attempted to
bludgeon organizations into blind acceptance
of Roosevelt and any program he would
espouse. Those who had fought for collective
security, who had built the anti-Nazi move-
ment, were asked to become pro-imperialist
anti-Nazis, to abandon the central point of
their position, the fight against war and do-
mestic fascism. Those who had criticized the
anti-Nazi movement for kicking young Mlus-
solini and Leni Riefenstahl out of Hollywood
suddenly became loud anti-Nazis via defense
of the British empire. The Union Jack re-
placed the Stars and Stripes on many a Holly-
wood breast.

HOW IT STARTED

That was the situation; and one evening at
a party seven Hollywood craftsmen found
themselves in a living room corner talking
about these things. All were burning to go
out to the people with the issues. They be-

lieved in the people and they believed in the
issues. Someone said, “Hire a hall!” They hired
a hall. Guy Endore, Sam Ornitz, and I, we
decided, would speak. We invited Prof, Her-
bert Alexander of Los Angeles City College
to join us. We had no organization. We did
not attempt to set one up. We were feeling
our way and we hoped that our work would
help existing organizations by demonstrating
that the people were ready to support all those
who were one with history, one with facts.

We grew. Three hundred people were hear-
ing us regularly. Then we were invited to get
out of the hall. Apparently we (and the
people) were growing too much. We found
another hall. We grew. Five hundred peo-
ple. Again we were asked to find “another
place.” We were still growing. No matter
how fast we traveled from place to place, we.
could not lose our audience, the people. Then,
seven hundred. This time we lasted in the
hall for one meeting.

There was only one hall left. To us, it was
enormous. We were afraid of it. We feared
we might lose a certain intimacy that we,
audience and speakers, felt. But there was no
choice. We took it. We grew to one thousand.
A thousand people each week. This was the
“mass base” of the Hollywood Peace Forum.
Admission, 25 cents. Unemployed free.

We sold twenty thousand of our two pam-
phlets, Chamberlain, Count Us Out by
Douglas Greenwood and Let’s Skip the Next
War by Guy Endore. We mimeographed our
more effective addresses and distributed them
by the thousand. Pay what you can—take
them free if you can’t afford to pay. Still,
we felt, we were not scratching the surface.
The demand for facts, for instruction in read-
ing the papers and understanding history in
the making, was growing all around us. From
four speakers we became the four factsmen of
peace. We clipped the papers, the journals,
the foreign news bulletins. We began to quote
from the Wall Street Journal and from the
financial pages of the Hearst press. We in-
sisted on factual analysis. Mere opinion was
scorned. What is your proof? Trot it out.
We began to teach people—and ourselves—
how to read a newspaper. “Bring your news-
paper. We'll read it for you.”

We got into a sort of routine of work. Guy
Endore became moderator. Dr. Alexander
summarized the week’s happenings in twenty
minutes. Then I went into the national scene.
Sam followed with the international picture.
One hour was given to questions from the
audience. We stuck to the time allotted. .

There was nothing ‘to do but grow. We
developed another forum team. It was to
travel. Then we organized another; it was
also to travel. Travel with the facts. The
facts will make you free, More than that, they

N\

will make a man of you because they will
place you beyond panic. Still we weren't doing
enough. Demands for speakers came from all
over town. The first team began to look worn
and haggard. That wasn’t important except
that we weren’t keeping up with the growing
needs. We decided we must organize a school.

SPEAKERS’ CLASS

To this first speakers’ class came some
twenty people. They got a rude shock. They
had imagined they would sit back and be
given the kernels of wisdom uncovered by the
forum team. They were told they would get
nothing that way, they had to dig for the
roots themselves. Come and tell each other
what you have unearthed. Sam was teacher.
He just sat and listened, guided.

" Kids who had been frightened of their
shadows, men and women who “were not
speakers,” gray-haired workers from near the
oil fields, writers and actors and secretaries
became speakers. They stood up and delivered
their personally packed dynamite—in such
quantity that a research bureau had to be
organized to take care of the facts. The Holly-
wood Peace Forum subsidized it, as it had
subsidized so many similar activities, out
of the profits of the Friday evening weekly
forum. The class grew to fifty. From this
class came the forum teams. Four young men,
the handsomest foursome even Hollywood’s
eyes had ever seen, two actors and two writers,
became the Motion Picture Democratic Com-
mittee’s weekly forum with a permanent loca-
tion in Hollywood. Two young girls and two

_young boys became the Youth Forum and

trekked all over town bringing their facts to
youth. :

A half dozen forum teams and forty speak-
ers began to bob up all over southern Cali-
fornia from San Diego to Bakersfield. Want
a veteran? Want a youth? A writer? Trade
unionist? Forum? Call Hillside 7391. Want
research on national, international, or local
issues? Call Granite 5136. This is what
emerged from the coming together of a few
men who wanted to give the people the truth.

But that’s not even half the story. Things
were happening at the same time in other
directions. In March the American Youth
Congress and the Congress of Industrial
Organizations named April 6 National.Peace
Day. This was a challenge to us, to all of us
who had by this time finished the great de-
bate. History had hurried that debate. No
more argument. Peace had been clearly estab-
lished by the facts as central in everything
from breakfast to hitting the hay, through
work 'and thought and hope of survival, Our
tories, reverting to the '76 tempo, donned
their red coats, Red-baited, and got out of
organizations. 'The Americans stayed in. For
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the Americans in Hollywood, National Peace
Day was a challenge.

It wasn’t our day. Two great national
organizations had conceived it. The natural
thing was to consult with them. The eight
Hollywood progressive organizations sent rep-
resentatives to a meeting at which the Holly-
wood Peace Council was formed. The Holly-
wood Peace Council sent a committee to meet
with the CIO and the California Youth Legis-
lature. It was determined we would hold a
great demonstration on April 6.

“We” went to work. But the “we” was no
longer just Hollywood. The CIO, the Cali-
fornia Youth Legislature, the Hollywood
Peace Council: that was “we.” We issued a
newspaper—a quarter of a million copies, four
pages—advertising the great meeting. It was
an interesting meeting because there was only
one speech—it was ten minutes long—at the
very end of the meeting. There was a living
newspaper with a cast of 125, called “Once
Is Enough.” For almost two hours we drama-
tized the last war, the events leading up to
this one, and then finally the struggle for
peace. We dramatized the organizations of the
people, of youth, unions, intellectuals, women,
Negroes, Mexicans, all the myriad associations
of citizens devoted to a better life. ‘“Peace,”
they said, “isn’t merely not war. It is the
fullest flowering of life out of the conscious
self-organization of the people to that end.”

Nine thousand people jammed the Olympic
Auditorium, cheering. Terrific. Yet when it
was all over we asked ourselves what we had
accomplished and we were forced to admit it
was less than we had first believed. Why?
We had entertained and instructed the people,
but we had not organized them. But why
organize them for peace? Why not work
through their own organizations? The an-
swers were not long in coming.

In many of their organizations the execu-
tive bodies were hopelessly divided. Somehow
we got the full sense of the situation. We
were in a different period. Affiliation of
organizations was necessary for any successful
work for peace. But something more was
necessary. We had to get to the people to get
to the organization. We felt people were
reaching out for association of a kind which
would ultimately strengthen the established
organization.

The idea of a new membership organization
with occasional meetings and a bulletin each
month seemed too formal and too remote.
People must be got together, in a new way.
A thousand people gathered every week at the
Hollywood Peace Forum. This had never hap-
pened before. Nor had we ever had nine thou-
sand people in a single meeting before. The
people were in motion. They were feeling for
better orgamization. If we were worth our
salt we had to help them find it. We talked
to the people. We talked to them; but mostly
we listened, listened, listened. Through them
we examined our California tradition. And in
it we found the key. Utopians, Epics, Ham-
and-Eggs. Large movements which came very
near to carrying majorities in California had
organized on the basis of small clubs. Clubs?

Peace Clubs! Thousands of them! Functional
bodies of five or more persons. In shops, in
neighborhoods, in apartment houses, even in
families. This was a veritable crusade of the
people rising from breakfast tables, lunch
rooms, markets, factories, churches, and, as
we discovered later, even bowling alleys. The
American Peace Crusade! The people had our
answer. And they suggested an organization
of dual form. Have your individual clubs,
they said, but don’t stop there. Affiliate with
all possible organizations, trade unions, fra-
ternal, cultural organizations. Know the facts.
This is where you'll find the people. The
American Peace Crusade listened.

On June 8 the new triumvirate—the CIO,
the California .Youth Legislature, the Holly-
wood Peace Council—called a giant demon-
stration against war. It was on the steps of
City Hall, Los Angeles. Again a quarter-
million leaflets were distributed through the
city. The meeting was called with only ten
days for preparation. It was called for one
o’clock Saturday. And the people came,
eighteen thousand of them. They came with
banners and signs. Never had such a visually

colorful assemblage of citizens been seen in -

our city. But never before had three such great
sections of our city worked in such harmony.

The demonstration lasted only a half hour.
The people were asked to march twenty blocks
to the Olympic Stadium where a peace conven-
tion would be held and, if they approved, the
American Peace Crusade organized. Through
the center of town marched four thousand
men and women. Thousands lined the streets
cheering as the marchers passed. An hour later
the great convention got under way. Peace kits
were distributed. They contained instructions
for the organization of clubs, membership
cards, songs, peace petitions.

The people there examined the material,
discussed the plan, voted their approval. Hun-
dreds of individuals signed cards signifying
their desire to organize clubs. A meeting of
these Crusade organizers was called for ten
days later. Almost a thousand came. Out of
these, in each of the city’s twenty-nine as-
sembly districts, captains were selected. Each
of the captains in turn organized an assembly
district organizing committee. Every effort
was made to take the work out of the central
office. The “AD” captains were the focal

A. Jamison

“She’s a Rhode Island Red!”

points around which the movement would
grow. The thousand club leaders were the
next points of emphasis. Finally, the ten thou-
sand people in the individual clubs themselves.

The individual clubs met once a week. They
discussed the newsletter of the week. They
read the pamphlets. They discussed the pe-
titions. They organized letter writing cam-
paigns. And they sent a representative to the
weekly general assembly of the Crusade. At
the general assembly each club leader received
his material for that week’s distribution, he
turned in the dues from his club, 10 cents per
member per month, he learned of the progress
of the organization and heard analyses of the
week’s events, he heard songs written for the
Crusade, saw skits acted by Crusade members
dramatizing the work of the Crusade.

In our membership work emphasis was
placed upon the need for keeping the clubs
from growing too large. “Break up into more
clubs and build those to twelve—break up
again and build to twelve or fifteen.” More
clubs, more representatives, more small groups
going out into their neighborhoods to talk for
organization to preserve our democracy, the
defense of our peace. And this method, of
course, brought more representatives to the
weekly meetings. On the fifth week we began
to alternate the meetings. Every other week
each of the assembly districts held a meeting
in its district. Thirty meetings on a given
night 2ll over the city. The people began to
catch on, to feel their strength.

A cry rose from the clubs: what about na-
tional organization? As we began to discuss
this, the call for the Emergency Peace Mobili-
zation in Chicago reached us. An “On to
Chicago” button was designed. An “On to
Chicago” song was written, The clubs began
to give parties, run raffles, organize pot luck
suppers, give dances, musicales. Everywhere
the question arose of sending delegates to
Chicago.

All this has been built in six weeks. Not by
a super-executive, but by the people. Who runs
it? The people. Who performs? Who makes
the reports? Who goes to Chicago ? The people.

A great mass meeting is already being pre-
pared to welcome the delegates back from
Chicago and to receive their reports and to
discuss the plans from there on. All that has
been done to this point is a natural preparation
for Chicago. From there we can go to work
in common action with the people from North,
South, East, and West, go to work with the
facts.

A tough job? Naturally. A real fight? sure.
The people know that. They know they are
fighting for their right to fight. Defense? You
bet. Defense of the people, by the people, and
for the people. And that kind of defense no
one will build for them. If they can only de-
fend themselves, they’ll defend the country,
for they are the country. Foreign trade isn't
the country. Investment abroad isn’t the coun-
try. Bigger profit for Wall Street isn’t the
country. The fight for the right to fight for
the people—that’s the country. That’s the
American Peace Crusade.

HEerBERT BIBFRMAN.
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Patriotism

4 I VHE ladies who attended the jolly little
brawl up in Westchester last week,
for the benefit of the Allied Relief

Fund, came dressed to the teeth, I note via the

New York Post, in a simply too amusing

collection of jeweled American flags, flying

starboard over the bosom, snazzy red belts
amidships embroidered with “God Bless

America” in rhinestone sparklers, and other

equally quaint mementos of La Patrie. Mrs.

Brock Pemberton also wore red, white, and

blue combs in her hair.

I know very well that now if ever I ought
to keep a cool head and the old powder horn
reasonably dry. The times are distinctly out
of joint and I should have better things to
do than to worry about what Mrs. Brock
Pemberton wore to a garden party in West-
chester. But I can’t help it. Those red, white,
and blue combs, those elegantly embroidered
belts, those sparkling flags snuggling on the
gentry’s chests make me want to jump up
and down and bite my knuckles with just
plain sheer rage. I'm not a great stickler for
Flag Day rules and it never hurt my feel-
ings to see the bunting draped hind side up
or with the stars backward, but the good
ladies of Westchester have gone just a smid-
geon too far. They have, to put it crudely,
a nerve to annex the American flag for an
accessory a la mode, and for my part, that
star spangled banner locks mighty queer
stretched across a real leather pocketbook
housing numerous crisp ten dollar bills by
way of mad money.

Shakespeare had the good ladies at this
party all summed up in the convenient nut-
shell for the ages: “Methinks they do protest
too much!” Patriotism, I learned in my gram-
mar school history book, was never like this
in the old days. Patriotism formerly con-
sisted of going out and dying in Valley Forge
of frozen and gangrened feet and hands; or
screaming out your life on a Civil War
military operating table, without benefit of
anesthetics. And neither George Washington
and his little band, his ragged crew (to use
John La Touche’s poetic words), nor old
Abe Lincoln and his gaunt frontiersmen up
from the Wilderness needed to wear jeweled
American flags conspicuously placed on their
chests to demonstrate they loved their country.

And, you must admit, it does seem rather
an odd fate for the American flag, born in
hunger and agony and revolution; carried
through the blazing hells of Appomattox and

a la Mode

Shileh and Gettysburg, to end up bejeweled,
heaving gently on the perfumed bosoms of
ladies who ken patriotism through the divi-
dends of United States Steel, preferred. To
my jaundiced way of thinking, by their deeds,
not their lapel pins, shall ye know them.

Forgive me if I speak thus bitteily of Mrs.
Brock Pemberton and her flag-wearing
cronies. It happens that this patriotic motif in
the latest fashions flicks a nerve still raw,
after all these years, in my memory. I can’t
remember ever telling this story to anybody
before, because I am still bitterly ashamed of
it. But it may serve to point a moral.

My sister Eileen and I were five and six
when' the hysteria of that other war reached
its greatest heights, We were fat, sassy little
girls, and we lived in a big old white house
in Mishawaka, Ind. Kitty-cornered across
the street were the two people we loved best
in the world, after our mother and father,
two ancient, fat, jolly old Dutch people, Mr.
and Mrs. Van Spechten. Old Mr. Van
Spechten had a cuckoo clock and an immense
globe. He was so old he had real patience
with children; he never tired of demonstrat-
ing his two treasures and we paid him a
regular afternoon call, to inspect the revolv-
ing globe and listen to the cuckoo crow or
sing or whatever cuckoos do. Mrs. Van
Spechten was built like a quivering barrel.
She laughed most of the time and labored
under the delusion that children would not
eat cookies unless they were shaped like snow-
men or giraffes, or other interesting natural
phenomena.

As 1 say, my sister and I loved old Mr.
and Mrs. Van Spechten, and they loved us
in return. They were lonely people, and
sometimes they borrowed us from our mother
and took us to the movies.

On the Fourth of July, 1918, Mr. and
Mrs. Van Spechten went away. This was
very rare; they almost never stirred from
their rambling old house. It was a hot day.
And we were bored. About three o'clock
four or five big boys from up the block ap-
peared at the Van Spechten house.

“Come on!” the biggest one bellowed.

I trotted over. Eileen bore up the rear,
her fat legs being slow transportation.

“‘Spies!” said the big boy. “Dirty Germans!”

Eileen and I goggled.

“Von Spechten!” said one of the kids.
“Get it?”

1 gaped with horror. Fancy knowing spies,

real spies! And Eileen and I never said one
word in defense of the people we loved, not
even a murmur. The boys were much bigger
than we were, but even so, our mother was
within hailing distance, and we never raised
the slightest howl. Instead we spent the rest
of that hot summer afternoon pasting hun-
dreds of tiny little American flags, the kind
that have mucilage on the back of them, all
over Mrs. Van Spechten’s gleaming plate
glass windows. The big boys climbed to the
porch to do the upstairs windows; we stayed
downstairs, giggling as we covered the glass.
By five o'clock our tongues were rasped and
swollen, but we glowed with satisfaction,
The Van Spechtens appeared at the top of
the street, walking home from the streetcar.

“Dirty spies!” the big boys bellowed, as
they climbed down and ran.

“Dirty spies!” we echoed, Eileen in her
bad lisp.

Mother heard the racket. We ran across
the street, and suddenly, as we reached our
porch, we began to lose the fine, patriotic
fervor, the rich glow of the afternoon. Mother
saw the whole thing in a glance. We dodged
behind her. We didn’t want to see the Van
Spechtens come home.

But Mother grabbed wus. “Watch,” she
said. And we watched. In my life, I have never
felt such terrible, such corroding shame. We
tried to break away, we begged to go up-
stairs to our rooms, ‘“without our supper,”
we volunteered. But Mother just stood there,
holding us fast, and repeated, ‘“Watch.”

So we saw the little old - couple come up
to their house, we saw them examine the
windows, we saw Mrs, Van Spechten almost
double up with grief, we heard her say,
“But papa, papa, why have they done this,
how could they do this, the little ones!”
And Mother stood there, silent as death, and
made us watch Mrs. Van Spechten, still
sobbing in her old, hoarse voice, begin to
clean those windows, Then she nodded. We
knew what we had to do. We went across
the street and asked if we could help take
off the flags. But Mrs. Van Spechten said
no. We began to cry. But Mr. Van Spechten
came out and asked us to go away.

‘We almost hoped that Mother would in-
vent some dreadful punishment, anything, so
that we could wipe out that crime forever,
But she had nothing to say. And that night,
when we went to bed, she told us, “For the
first time in my life, I am ashamed. Ashamed
of you, and ashamed of myself, for not teach-
ing you better.”

And the next day she kept us in our back-
yard the whole morning and the whole after-
noon while she told us the story of George
Washington and Liberty and Tolerance and
Free Speech. )

My mother was a very great woman. Not
the kind to wear jeweled American flags in
her lapel. Not the sort to feed the hysteria
which engulfs everything rich and good in
our history. She never wore red, white, and
blue combs in her hair, but she loved her
country and what it really stands for.
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From Slums to Barracks

The administration okays the brass-hat blitzkrieg on the housing program. The Republicans
don’t care and the Democrats perform neat feats of platform magic.

HE low rent public housing program is

I being abandoned by the administration

along with many other federal social
services. Official reason: the armaments pro-
gram. But it is almost election time and the
voters are overwhelmingly in favor of the
slum clearance and public housing which the
New Deal promised in 1932 and 1936. It is
not surprising, therefore, that the platforms
of the two major political parties seek to ob-
scure their records and hide their intentions
. on this important question.

Republicans have consistently opposed the
low rent public housing movement, They have
no record of either accomplishment or promise.
Since they apparently do not intend to change
their minds, even if elected in the fall, they
have left housing out of the platform alto-
gether. After all, the problem of providing
decent housing at low rents concerns only
“one-third of the nation.” And what is that
to the Republican Party?

The Democrats, on the other hand, have
fashioned a very fine-sounding housing plank
in their election platform. Actually, they are
quite fed up with Senator Wagner’s (New
York) housing program but they can’t afford
to let the public know this just now. And so
the Democratic platform points with pride to
the record. “We have launched a soundly con-
ceived program to rid America of overcrowded
slum dwellings . . . and to replace them with
low cost housing projects within the means
of low income families.” They promise to
“extend and accelerate this plan . . . and make
it a powerful arm of national defense.” But
the administration’s actual housing record
proves that this plank is so much platform
magic. That record is worth examining in
terms of Democratic Party promises this year.

NEW DEAL EFFORTS

The New Deal housing program began in
1933. At that time housing was considered
primarily as an item in the emergency public
works scheme. A Housing Division of the
PWA was established with a fund of $100,-
000,000, which is just about enough to build
an aircraft carrier with its complement of
planes. After four years the Housing Division
succeeded in building homes for only 21,000
families in the whole country.

Not until 1937, when the United States
Housing Authority was created, was a real
step taken in the direction of slum clearance
and low rent construction. The USHA was
based on two essential facts uncovered by ex-
tensive government surveys. First, at least one-
third of the homes of the nation are definitely
below any acceptable standard of decency.
This information was a result of-the nation-
wide Real Property Inventory of the Depart-
ment of Commerce, It led the Senate Com-

mittee on Education and Labor, which had
been holding hearings on this question for
three years, to declare in 1937, “It is now a
matter of general agreement that even before
the depression commenced over 10,000,000
families in America, or more than 40,000,000
people, were subjected to housing conditions
that did not adequately protect their health
and safety.,” Second, more than one-third of
the families of the nation cannot afford enough
rent to induce private enterprise to provide
them with decent housing. When Congress
was considering the Wagner-Steagall bill to
establish the USHA, studies were made bring-
ing the famous Brookings Institution figures
on the nation’s income in 1929 up to date.
It was revealed that about 10,000,000 families,
or one-third of the population, had annual
incomes below $1,000. Many of these families
paid between $20 and $30 per month for their
dwellings. Most of them (80 percent) paid
less than $20. On the basis of even a mini-
mum living standard, none of these families
could afford to pay more than $16 per month
for rent. This amount is too low to obtain
decent housing in the open real estate market.

It became obvious—and was so stated by
New Deal agencies, congressional committees,
and experts—that private enterprise had been
unable to provide safe, sanitary, and decent
homes for the 10,000,000 families of the low-
est income third. Only the government could
possibly do so.

With the establishment of USHA in 1937
public low rent housing became a permanent
responsibility of government instead of an
emergency relief measure. Profiting from the
pioneering experience of the PWA Housing
Division, USHA does no building: it merely
sets standards and lends money to local hous-
ing agencies which initiate, construct, and
manage the projects. It operates by making
loans up to 90 percent of the total cost of
a project to the local authority. Every penny
of these 90 percent loans is to be paid back
by the localities with interest over a period
of 60 years. The federal agency contracts for
an annual subsidy grant designed to bridge
the gap between the “economic rent” (i. e,
the rent which would have to be charged to
meet all costs including construction and
maintenance) and the rent the tenants of the
project can afford to pay. The maximum total
of this annual grant or contribution by USHA
is fixed in the present law at $28,000,000—
the cost of a squadron or so of superbombers.
And. this relatively small sum (reactionary
propaganda notwithstanding) is the only ac-
tual cost to the government of the low rent
housing program.

Shelter rentals in USHA public housing
projects range from a low of $6.59 per dwell-
ing per month in Austin, Tex., to a high of

$17 in New York City. The average in the
South is $10 per dwelling per month and in
the North $15. That this new housing is made
available only to the low income groups is
proved by the fact that the average family
income in a public project is about $900.
USHA enforces adequate standards of con-
struction and requires the payment of pre-
vailing wages to building and technical work-
ers on the projects. It has progressively re-
duced construction costs. It has stimulated the
clearance of slums and the planning of projects

large enough to constitute entirely new neigh-

borhoods and communities, blazing the trail
for the advance: planning of the growth of
our urban centers and the organized recon-
struction of the slums.

Admittedly, the USHA has great potential
value. Unfortunately it has been crippled by
lack of funds. The USHA was provided with
$800,000,000 in 1937. This sum will result
by the end of 1941 in the construction of
dwelling units for about 160,000 families over
the whole country, a building rate of only
forty thousand dwelling units per year! This
is less than the rate at which shelter now avail-
able to slum dwellers is actually eliminated
each year through new bridge approaches,
street widenings, etc., and simply -through old
age. Moreover, the total population, as well
as the number of families, is increasing; many
of our industrial centers are growing more
congested each year. At the present rate the
federal housing program is filling perhaps 1
percent of the housing needs of that third of
the  population which is now completely
neglected by the private builder.

THE ATTACK ON HOUSING

Despite its limited achievement, the USHA
has been under constant. fire by reactionary
interests. Real estate and banking groups have
attacked the program on the ground that it
has threatened private enterprise. Actually,
they fear that a successful public housing
movement will become a permanent service of
government like road construction and ele-
mentary education. Only last spring the Na-
tional Association of Building Owners and
Managers passed a resolution calling for the
“cessation of the activities of the USHA.”
Just to be consistent they also demanded the
“elimination of building maintenance and ser-
vice employees from the provisions of the
Federal Wage and Hour Law.”

Another example of housing sabotage is the
decision of the Philadelphia Council several
weeks ago to reject USHA funds allocated to
that city. The Council refused to build an-
other low rent housing project and voted to
cut the city’s $35,000,000 program to $16,-
000,000. Local building trades, fifteen thou-
sand strong, demonstrated against this deci-
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sion by a work stoppage, but thus far the
Council stands pat.

The demand for more public housing is
tremendous. Enough applications from local
authorities are now in Washington to require
over $1,000,000,000 of additional funds. In
answer to this accumulating demand Senator
Wagner introduced a bill last year calling for
another $800,000,000. The Senate agreed but,
lacking active administration support, the bill
was allowed to stay in a House pigeonhole.
This year real estate interests and allied op-
ponents of public housing have made a vigor-
ous, and so far dangerously successful effort
to throttle the bill and thus kill the housing
program entirely.

The latest news is that at least $150,000,000
of the original and still unexpended $800,-
000,000 appropriation has been diverted to
housing in connection with the armaments
program. It is reliably reported that for this

military housing the USHA will relax many
of its high standards, particularly with regard
to restriction of tenants, by income level,
which was designed to ensure the use of the
projects by slum dwellers.

What can the people of this country expect
from the two great political parties? The
Republicans are silent. The Democrats make
fine promises. But their actions right now belie
their own words and their own past achieve-
ment.

REAL HOUSING PROGRAM

A realistic housing program would insist
first on no lowering of USHA standards. If
there must be emergency housing at army and
navy air bases and at new armaments centers,
this should not be done at the expense of the
already inadequate USHA program. Second,
government slum clearance and low rent hous-
ing must be expanded to meet the increasing

need. In its 1940 legislative program the CIO
suggests that the USHA program be enlarged
to provide at least 300,000 dwelling units a
year for the lowest income groups. For those
workers whose incomes are above the USHA
level, the CIO calls for an increase in the
present rate of private residential construction
from 400,000 to 700,000 units a year. This
is to be accomplished by government stimula-
tion of the construction industry. The total
CIO housing program involves the construc-
tion of a million new dwellings a year. As
in so many other phases of American life, it
is the labor movement alone which visualizes
“national defense” as something more than
tanks and guns and conscripts. It is the labor
movement which fights to fulfill those promises
which the New Dealers have forgotten, to
enlarge upon the achievements which the New
Dealers themselves have surrendered.
- SioNEY HiLL.
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Mr. Yorty’s Hunt for a Blacklist

California’s grand inquisitor sends trade unionists to jail for refusing to turn over union records.
The attack on state relief. “This silly blather about constitutional rights.”

N ALIFORNIA continues to afford the rest
C of the country an object lesson on the
growth of American fascism. In a
typical California town, Stockton, not very
long ago, a Black Maria backed up to the
State Relief Administration offices and into
the wagon were hustled twelve SRA workers.
They were handcuffed, taken to the county
jail, and held on the maximum bail allowed
by law. The three women in this group were
bundled into a cell originally intended for
twelve, but which already housed nineteen
other women, mostly prostitutes and drunks.
Added to these twelve were seven more,
arrested later. Altogether nineteen social work-
ers were sent to jail. Why? Because they
were law-abiding citizens who worked for
the state government and had organized a
union, the State, County, and Municipal
Workers of America. These nineteen had re-
fused to turn over their union records to Cali-
fornia’s Red-baiting “little Dies” legislative
committee headed by Assemblyman Sam
Yorty. They also refused to answer personal
questions asked for political reasons. They re-
fused to comply with a host of unconstitutional
demands. And for that these men and women
were jailed.

Yorty and his committee purport to be in-
vestigating ‘‘subversive activities” within the
State Relief Administration of California. The
committee’s work is symptomatic of that flour-
ishing hysteria which the defense program has
engendered in this country. It is fascism
wrapped in an American flag, profaning the
symbol of democracy. The committee’s sup-
port comes from California’s industrialists—
the great and powerful growers whose organi-
" zation, the Associated Farmers, controls the
state’s farm industry. There are also the ro-
bust anti-labor groups who cheer Yorty's
committee on—the Neutral Thousands, the
Chamber of Commerce, the American Legion,
the Women of the Pacific—in its work of
smearing the red herring across the SRA, and
the SRA workers’ union, the SCM/WA.,

CHAMELEON

Assemblyman Yorty was once known as a
“liberal” when it was politically profitable to
be one. He was dealt out in a California po-
litical shuffle, and his liberalism quickly faded.
Once lauded by progressives, Yorty is now
supported and applauded by every reactionary
in the state. Yorty’s committee burst out on
the California legislature with startling «a
priori charges of “Communism” in the SRA.
The state legislature, alert to the publicity
possibilities of an investigating committee,
listened attentively to Yorty’s allegations. The
press carried lurid and startling stories. Cali-
fornia reactionaries hastened to the Yorty
standard, and Yorty’s “investigation” was

broadened by the legislature, which was on the
point of considering special appropriations for
the SRA.

Yorty’s first “fact-finding” hearings, in Oak-
land, were inconspicuous. Immediately follow-
ing the hearings, however, the Oakland SRA
office was “reorganized.” Twenty-nine social
workers were fired. By a peculiar coincidence
these workers were all members of the
SCMWA. Yorty’s committee proceeded to
Visalia, where Joseph Zukas, financial sec-
retary of the SCMWA local, refused to
supply Yorty with a “complete record of all
. . . dues or contributions from all persons
whatsoever during the year 1939 and months
of January and February, 1940, including
a complete list of all persons paying such.”’
(Italics mine—A. B.) Because of his deter-
mination not to give up the union records,
Zukas was tried and convicted of “contempt
of committee,” and sentenced to sixty days
in jail. On top of that, he was fined $100.
He later lost a civil service job for which
he had been accepted by the federal govern-
ment, because Yorty took pains to notify
Woashington that “he was a Red.” Banner
headlines in a Visalia paper proclaimed: KKK
RIDES AGAIN. Fiery crosses studded the Visalia
countryside.

INQUISITION IN STOCKTON

From Visalia the Yorty committee marched
on Stockton, where SCMWA members were
indiscriminately accused of being Communists.
The Yorty committee, incidentally, had been
authorized by the state legislature only to “in-
vestigate and report the extent to which ac-
tivities of groups and organizations . . . affect
the costs of administration of unemployment
relief” in California. Yet of the questions
asked the SCMWA workers in Stockton less
than 1 percent were directly on the admini-
stration of relief, a problem which has been
studiously ignored by Yorty and his commit-
teemen. The entire line of questioning was
inflammatory, directed not at the truth of the
matter, but at marking workers with a
label. Yorty’s method has been to label first
and attempt to prove the accusations later. In
no cases has Yorty been borne out; yet his
accusations are flaunted by the press and per-
petuate themselves in the public mind.

‘Why has the Yorty committee investigated
the SRA? What has it actually accomplished ?

The Yorty committee is trying to discredit-

liberal elements in the California Democratic
administration and break the growing power
of the SCMWA, which has opposed the ad-
ministration’s retrenchments. But, most im-
portant, the committee is trying to return
the administration of relief to the counties,
where relief would be a tool in the hands of
the local politicians controlled by the Asso-
t

ciated Farmers. Yorty hopes that by spreading
distrust of the SRA he can put the voters in
a frame of mind to demand a revision in the
state relief administration. This would mean
disaster for all workers, but particularly the
migrant workers who very largely depend
on relief to keep alive. If the Associated Farm-
ers controlled relief, the migrant workers
would be even more at the mercy of the large
growers.

“EcoNOMY”’ BOYS

The Yorty committee’s sentiments are
shared by the present “Economy Bloc” in the
California legislature. The bloc has already
slashed relief appropriations over 40 percent.
It has added a stringent rider to a recent
appropriation which stipulated that no relief
funds were to be spent on wages for social
workers who would refuse, or had refused,
to testify before a legislative committee. Auto-
matically, all workers who protested against
the unconstitutionality of the Yorty committee
—and there were scores—were fired.

Yorty-.went further. All union members
who refused to yield to his questioning were

cited for “contempt of committee.” In Stockton
seventeen workers have already been tried and
convicted on this charge. They have been fined
%500 apiece, and have been sentenced to one
year in prison, the maximum penalty fixed by
law.

During the trials every form of pressure was
exerted on jurors and defendants; the judge
acted in obvious collusion with the prosecution
in the interests of a summary  conviction.
Stockton’s prosecutor, H. C. Stanley, told the
jury that “whenever anyone speaks of his con-
stitutional rights it comes under the constitu-
tion of the state of California and independent
of the national Constitution. . . . There is
practically no limit to which a legislative com-
mittee may go, provided it does not violate the
state constitution.” The Klan played an open
and coercive role. At first apparently innocu-
ous, the Yorty committee has revealed itself as
a vicious mechanism embracing all the ugliest
aspects of fascism. If the extraordinary powers
of the committee are found to be legal, as may
easily happen, labor must expect that future
employer-controlled legislative committees will
have the power to (1) furnish blacklists to
special interests whenever desired, (2) break
up any organizing drive that gets under way,
and (3) inspect any union activity, whether
it be social, religious, or political. The Yorty
committee is setting a precedent for restric-
tions of all civil rights. A Mr. Buck recently
declared, “I don’t know what all this silly
blather about constitutional rights is for!”
M. Buck is none other than the assistant city
attorney of Stockton.

ALex Brooks.
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Offer to Iﬂdiﬂ

RITAIN’S latest proposals for India are
B advertised as magnanimous concessions.
Actually, they are nothing of the sort. The
British viceroy has simply repeated the offer
of last October: he is prepared to enlarge his
executive council and form a war advisory
committee, in both cases including prominent
Indian leaders. The only thing new is that
Britain specifies the convocation of a repre-
sentative assembly—part of the promise of
dominion status—but after the war is over.
Obviously, the enlargement of the viceroy’s
councils will satisfy merely that handful of
native interests who would profit by India’s
participation in the war. The average man
looks askance at British pledges: witness the
violation of the Nine Power Treaty of 1922
last month when Churchill closed the Burma
road to supplies which are crucial for China’s
integrity and independence.

The British offer is so meager as to be
almost contemptuous. Nevertheless, it can be
interpreted as a sign of worry in London.
After all, in the last war, Britain got a mil-
lion and a third men from India plus over a
billion dollars in gifts and loans; today, all
this could be used to imperial advantage as
Germany prepares to strike and Italy moves
to sever the empire’s jugular vein at the gulf
of Aden. On the other hand, these proposals
also reflect the rising temper within India
itself, the increasing popular pressure for more
vigorous measures to achieve independence.
The most important Indian leaders greeted
the new proposals with reserve. No leader
who cherishes his position among the masses
could possibly accept them.

USA-USSR

READERS who have been following NEw
Massegs’ discussion on  “Defending
America” will be impressed with the fact that
while many people disagree with us emphati-
cally on many matters, the idea of Soviet-
American collaboration is generally endorsed.
For example, Lewis Gannett, the literary
critic of the New York Herald Tribune, dif-
fered violently with NEw MASSES on most
things but did ‘“believe that Russia and
America have common interests in foreign
policy and should explore channels of co-
operation.”

People who have thought seriously about
the debacle of French democracy will admit

—

T T——

that fascism wedged the threshold of France
with the nullification of the Franco-Soviet
mutual assistance pact—the betrayal of Spain
and Czechoslovakia. People who view soberly
Britain’s impasse will recognize that it is the
historic tory antagonism to the USSR which
has brought the British people to the point
where every power on earth mistrusts Brit-
ain’s rulers. The American people may be
placed in an analogous position: big business
support to Japan and the President’s commit-
ments to Downing Street may shortly re-
sult in the extension of Japanese power in the
Pacific and Germany’s power in the Atlantic.
As we see it, neither appeasement of the fascist
alliance nor war with it will solve America’s
problem. There is a third course, a course
which the USSR itself has followed: neither
appeasing nor fighting the fascist axis. This
is a course of absolute neutrality. It is a course
which challenges the power of monopoly capi-
tal in Washington. It is a course which social-
ism in America would guarantee; but short
of socialism, it is a course which a true peo-
ple’s government would stand the chance of
enforcing.

Even short of a people’s government, there
is some slight sign that certain circles in
Washington have been tacking to new winds.
Last week’s renewal of the Soviet-American
trade treaty was, of course, only an elementary
and wholly normal continuation of Soviet-
American relations. The fact that Washington
refrains from interfering with oil shipments
to Vladivostok may also be considered a token
of sobriety. Some reports last week, perhaps
exaggerated, said that discussions between

-Sumner Welles and the Soviet ambassador

indicated a drawing together of American and
Soviet policy toward Far Eastern problems.
Experience shows that the USSR can be ex-
pected to reciprocate friendly overtures, only
if they are genuinely motivated by respect for
mutual interest. The burden of proof still
rests with Washington.

Suex Grapple

RITISH SOMALILAND is a strip of soil

facing east along the Gulf of Aden
(where the Indian Ocean meets the Red Sea).
North of it lies French Somaliland, from
whose major city, Jibuti, Italian troops have
thrust southward. Surrounding it lies the
Ethiopian empire which only five years ago
the British tories and Pierre Laval handed
over to Mussolini. Now all the feathered
friends have come to roost: Italian troops are
breaking through the 120-degree heat and the
deserts where British outposts hold the oases.
They stand an excellent chance of taking

Somaliland’s chief «city, Berbera. Simul-
taneously, the Italians are moving down into
British Kenya, farther south along the east
African shore, while in the north they have
announced an offensive against Egypt.

Miussolini evidently intends to force Suez,
first by severing communications with India
at the gulf of Aden, second by threatening
British naval bases at Alexandria and Haifa.
Related objectives are: the subjugation of
Egypt's rich cotton fields, the seizure of
Britain’s Near Eastern oil supplies at Mosul,
the complete control of the route to India.
Problems of terrain are enormous; so long as
British naval bases are undamaged, all sup-
plies must come overland from Libya or by
airplane ; moreover, Egypt will certainly give
battle, relying on the extensive British forces
in her capital. While it is far too early to
estimate the outcome for either side, at least
two factors influence Italian chances: first,
the attitude of the Arab world and especially
the state of Yemen which borders on Aden
in the Arabian peninsula; second, the attitude
of Turkey, which has a pact of friendship
with Egypt, and is traditionally opposed to
Italian encroachments in the eastern Mediter-
ranean.

Buzzard over Europe

HE buzzard of Palo Alte is soaring
over the scene again. When that Great
Humanitarian begins to bumble about “fam-_
ine” the reader may well be wary. He got
front page consideration in the press last
week, repeating the warnings of hunger uttered
some days ago by John Cudahy, recalled am-
bassador to Belgium (Mr. Cudahy, of Beef
and Hogs). “Somebody,” Mr. Hoover said,
according to the New York Herald Tribune,
“must raise a voice for food supply during
the coming winter to the 27,000,000 inno-
cent civilians, mostly women and children, in
Norway, Holland, Belgium, and Poland. Pos-
sibly, France also will be in difficulties.” Of
course hunger menaces the people of Europe.
And they should be fed. But Mr. Hoover is
not concerned with their hunger, whereas
Mr. Cudahy really may be. (After all, what
are you going to do with that beef stacked
sky-high and without markets?) Mr. Hoover
has motives somewhat different from the am-
bassador’s; the experiences of 1918 showed
that. The Sage of Palo Alto proved to be one
of the finest organizers of counter-revolution
anywhere. The key to Mr. Hoover’s solicitude
can always be found by reading the word
“revolution” for the word “famine.”
As Palme Dutt said in his brilliant article
last week, “The fear of revolution begins

EBundtn
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to become the overmastering fear of the bour-
geoisie.” There’s the rub.

The fear is growing that Hitler will not
be able to handle the “social situation” re-
sulting from the hunger following in the
wake of the panzerdivisionen. But at the
same time ‘“food is war,” the Herald Trib-
une thundered editorially in commenting on
Mr. Hoover'’s proposals. And the British war-
lords are far from satisfied with the terms
offered them by the Third Reich. They are
not at all eager to forego their greatest
weapon, the economic blockade of Germany,
and the countries that have fallen in its path.

As Mr. Edwin L. James, of the New York

- Times sighed, “It is a tough problem .. . a
sad problem . . . a real problem. - ..” But
the problem he talked about was not the prob-
lem of millions starving. It was this, in ef-
fect: “If you feed them, you may stop revo-
lution but you may help Hitler, If you don’t,
then revolution may come and you won’t be
able to help Hitler.” There is a solution, but
the masses won’t consult Messrs. Hoover,
Cudahy, and James when they come to it.

Mesmo to Mr. Cowley

HE “liberal program” today seems to be

to try to win control of an organization;
if successful, to throw out the Communists; if
unsuccessful, to stage group resignations, issue
public statements claiming or insinuating that
the organization is under Communist control
or following the Communist line, that its
work has been hampered by factional dissen-
sion and that the organization is no longer
what it set out to be.

The latter course has been taken by a con-
tinually outvoted group in the League of
American Writers. Malcolm Cowley becomes
the spokesman for this group in his New
Republic review last week of the book Fight-
ing Words, edited by Donald Ogden Stewart.
After praising the book as an effective sum-
ming up of the Third American Writers Con-
gress which he considers the greatest achieve-
ment of the League, Mr. Cowley accuses the
League of reverting ‘‘to purely political dis-
cussion” which has cost it “‘a whole section of
its membership.”

Mr. Cowley might have added that the
‘reversion “to purely political discussion” came
from his group, and the reader of his review
may note that his statement is a sample since
it is mainly a statement of his political dif-
ferences with the majority. Mr. Cowley does
not say that the compromise anti-war state-
ment issued by the League was signed by over
350 writers as against under thirty opposed;
that a counter-statement proposed by his group
was defeated in the executive board; that a
test meeting of the New York chapter with
about 65 members present was unanimously

anti-war except for one member who declared

himself neutral. Finally, Mr. Cowley does not
mention that his group has developed such
tenderness toward the war advocates and such
callousness toward literature that it had sought
to block a resolution condemning MacLeish’s
invitation to book burners, his speech attacking

great anti-war books as “factors for spiritual
demoralization.”

Mr. Cowley captions his review “In Me-
moriam.” It is a more appropriate title than
he thinks. His review is a memorial to those
liberals who are succumbing to the bullying,
hysteria, or opportunism that characterize
these days of the reactionary offensive.

Tte Case of Oscar Wheeler

HEN the Communist Party of West
Virginia filed nine thousand signatures
on nominating petitions, Martin Dies and the
state’s judicial machine got busy. Soon an

“indictment was found against Oscar O.

Wheeler, the Communist Party’s candidate
for governor. He was arrested, held in jail
on high bail, and refused a habeas corpus writ.
Finally, Wheeler was sentenced by Judge
Harlem M. Kilgore, himself a candidate for
senator on the Democratic ticket, to a prison
term of six to fifteen years. Conviction was
obtained on an obviously concocted charge of
misrepresenting the nominating petition. Evi-
dence was given by witnesses who were
threatened with jail themselves if they did
not testify for the state.

Similar prosecutions are pending in West
Virginia and other states where the Com-
munist Party has filed more than the legal
number of signatures necessary to a nomina-
tion. Earl Browder, candidate for President,
issued a statement last week in which he de-
clared that these persecutions originate in
circles close to the White House. These circles
fear that the Democratic ticket, lacking sup-
port, will be defeated in several states. The
drive to keep the Communist Party off
the ballot is due to that party’s determi-
nation to run its own ticket and to sup-
port neither Roosevelt nor Willkie. “In
any case,” said Browder, “the violation of elec-
toral rights of Communists, and such high-
handed outrages as that against Oscar O.
Wheeler in West Virginia, if allowed to go
without effective challenge, marks the begin-
ning of the end of free elections in the United
States.” An appeal has been filed on Wheeler’s
behalf and the case will be carried, if neces-
sary, to the Supreme Court.

Defense for Profits

SOME weeks back a few voices timidly sug-
gested that if American men were to be
drafted, conscription of American wealth
would only be fair. So President Roosevelt
cautiously mentioned an excess profits tax. An
“excess profits bill” is now before Congress,
but it has become something else again. In
June, Congress authorized the War Depart-
ment to contract for four thousand planes.
Last week Secretary of War Stimson said,
“We have been able to sign contracts for the
construction of but thirty-three . . .” The

reason for this is blackmail on the part of |

industrialists in aviation and navy shipbuilding.
As the price of signing contracts they demand
tax concessions, particularly removal of the
profit ceiling from government awards, and
permission to deduct costs of plant construc-

tion during a five-year period of amortization.
These concessions are now embodied in the
“excess profits” measure—which will raise no
more than $190,000,000, to meet a defense
bill of nearly $15,000,000,000.

Aviation shows high profit increases over
1939—1rom 20 to 125 percent. Yet the RFC
is planning to lend $200,000,000 for more
airplane factories, while billions of private
funds are still withheld. Big corporations,
such as du Pont, General Electric, and Gen-
eral Motors, are associated in international
cartels with German business, which is hold-
ing up the use of patents necessary to Ameri-
can defense. Thurman Arnold is making
gestures of investigating this situation while
with the other hand he is canceling anti-trust
investigations of oil and rubber. Greater mo-
nopolies, sky-high profits are the Washington
rule for wealth. '

Meanwhile Washington regards with dis-
approval any defense of labor’s rights. Secre-
tary of Labor Perkins dropped a hint that
workers in the defense industries might be
prevented from striking. And lo, a few days
later, Dr. Gallup providentially discovered
that public opinion harmonized with Miss
Perkins’ attitude. Mr. Roosevelt was busy
last week urging state governments to copy
the FBI’s industrial espionage policy. He
found time to suggest that leaders of veterans’
organizations, -who have created vigilante
gangs for use in many labor-disputes, might be
asked soon to form a home defense corps. Mr.
Stimson also decreed the end of the forty hour
week in government arsenals.

Labor, however, is alert to any infringement
of its rights. It stands united against the draft.
It has compelled the government to pay ar-
senal workers time and a half for overtime.
Boeing aircraft workers forced their profit-
swollen wage-cutting company to accept arbi-
tration of the union’s wage and hour demands.
Bendix airplane carburetor workers are this
week approving a contract won by their own
efforts.

In the political field, Labor’s Non-
Partisan League and the CIO are actively
combating the administration’s concessions to
capital, and attacks on labor. The resistance
to a war for profits and against democracy is
growing.

Roundup
A “THRILLER” touch in Red-baiting was
provided by a Grand Jury investiga-
tion of “Communist activities” in Los Ange-
les with the charge that Britt Webster, mili-
tant member of the Longshoremen’s Union,
was responsible for the death of an anti-union
man five years ago. The alleged murder -was
investigated at that time and no evidence found
against Webster. District Attorney Fitts,
directing the investigation, made headlines
with the announcement that he will summon
movie notables, including- Herbert Biberman,
director, Gale Sondergaard, and Lionel
Stander, for questioning on ‘“‘Communist con-
nections.” . . . Secretary of the Treasury Mor-
genthau has a plan for killing two birds for
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US imperialism with one stone: the adminis-
tration having “frozen” in this country assets
of nations invaded by Hitler (thereby keeping
them from Germany), Morgenthau now pro-
poses to use those assets (about $2,000,000,-
000) to pay World War debts to us. .

Anniversaries: Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, great
fighter in US labor struggles, on August 7

rounded a half-century of life; August 9.

marked fourth anniversary of death of Lin-
coln Steffens. . . . The mass picket lines of
Local 65, CIO United Wholesale & Ware-
~ house Workers, parading before a struck New

York firm, held steady despite blackjacking
police attack and wholesale arrests of July 18.
The first group of twenty-eight pickets ar-
rested were given jail sentences of ten and
five days. The Union signed ten new contracts
during the past week. . . . Philatelists and
green ink manufacturers suffered a blow when
“Dear Jim” resigned postmaster-generalship
and chairmanship of Democratic National
Committee to become defender of Coca-Cola
in South America. Tammanyites, particularly
Bronx section, were elated by the appointment
of their boy, J. Edward Flynn, to the Demo-
cratic chairmanship. . . . Otto Abetz, Nazi
agent expelled from France on eve of present
war, may soon be able to resume his cordial
relations with the “two hundred families”
without the embarrassment of secrecy: Herr
Abetz is expected to return to Paris as am-
bassador from Germany. . . . Henchmen of
George Scalise, deposed president of Building
Service Employees who is now on trial on an
extortion charge, used the war scare and Red-
hunt to oust twenty-one progressive members
of Bronx Local 32E as “Communists.” A de-
tective for the Bureau of Immigration at-
tended the expulsion meeting, recorded names
and addresses of those asking questions or
speaking about the expulsion. . . . David
Lasser, whose pro-Rooseveltism led to his
resignation as head of the Workers Alliance,
made his writing debut with a series of articles
in the New York Post “exposing Communist
control” of the Alliance and announcing plans
for a new unemployed organization composed
of Lasser and a handful of other generals.
Frank Ingram, national secretary of the
Workers Alliance, warned the Post that it
will be held legally responsible for false state-
ments by Lasser. . . . The progressives in the
" American Labor Party announced their slate
for the September primaries; included are:
~ Rep. Vito Marcantonio, for reelection; Shae-

mas O’Sheel for congressman from the 18th
Manhattan District, against incumbent Ken-
nedy and Christian Mobilizer candidate Joe
MicWilliams ; Morris Watson, to oppose Rep.
Bruce Barton ; Alfred K. Stern, vice chairman
of the National Federation for Constitutional
Liberties, for congressman from 21st District.
Old guard ALP leaders Rose, Dubinsky, et al,
refuse to answer the progressive leaders’
query regarding their stand on conscription.
.. . The New York Herald Tribune prints
a three-line item: “A Negro in Robeson
County, N. C., offered himself for sale for
$325 in a newspaper advertisement.”

August 20, 1990 NM

Defeat the Draft!

HE debate on conscription now taking place in Congress is one of the most

crucial in the history of our country. Not the fate of one bill is being decided,
but in large measure the fate of American democracy. Millions are beginning to
realize this; their voices must be heard in Congress, their vote cast.

Three recent collateral developments serve to point up the danger. On August 5
President Roosevelt sent a letter to a conference of governors and law enforcement
officials of forty-two states urging the passage by Congress and state legislatures of
sedition acts and laws against so-called subversive activities. The following day the
President announced at his press conference that he was considering plans to mobilize
‘World War veterans as home defense corps should the National Guard be called
into active service—an augury of legalized vigilantism. On August 8 the Senate passed
2 bill to permit President Roosevelt to mobilize the 360,000 members of the National
Guard and Army Reserve for a year of intensive training and to send them outside
the United States for service in any part of the western hemisphere.

These three steps are part of a growing pattern of which conscription forms the
dominant motif. The drive for conscription was organized in blitzkrieg style. Leading
the panzerdivisionen were his majesty’s New York Times and the rich men’s club
known as the Citizens Military Training Camp Association. They did not disdain to
use the methods of ballyhoo, bluff, suppression, and chicanery in order to stun the
American public and thus railroad through the conscription bill before the opposition
could awake to the danger. In fact, a deliberate effort was made to create the impression
that the Burke-Wadsworth bill was either already enacted or on the verge of being
passed. Headlines such as “Army Command Poised to Call Giant Lottery—With Com-
pulsory Service Held Sure, Marshall Has All in Readiness to Register 42,000,000
Americans” (New York Times, July 28) were used to gull the public. As a result,
the US Army Information Service in New York reported that it had been receiving
inquiries from men who thought the bill had been passed and wanted to know where
they were supposed to register.

Who are the people behind this sinister campaign? On May 22 a group of busi-
ness men met at the Harvard Club to make plans for launching the conscription drive.
Present were Henry L. Stimson and Robert P. Patterson, who shortly after became
secretary and assistant secretary of war, respectively. Among the others were:

Grenville Clark of the Wall Street law firm of Root, Clark, Buckner & Ballantine, who
was cited by a congressional committee in 1937 for evading $90,000 in taxes; Maj. Gen. Jobn
F. O’'Ryan, Japanese agent, who recently told a Shanghai newspaper that China was ‘to blame
for the Far Eastern war, and who has advocated America’s entrance into the European war;
Col. Julius Ochs Adler, general manager and part owner of the New York Times; Kenneth P.
Budd, director of the North British and Mercantile Insurance Co. (London) and executive
vice-president of William Iselin & Co., a subsidiary of the Commercial Investment Trust Corp.,
which is connected with the Canadian Acceptance Corp., Ltd.; Lewis W. Douglas, tory Demo-
crat, former director of the budget, now president of the Mutual Life Insurance Co.; Duncan
G. Harris, president of Brown, Wheelock, Harris, Stevens, Inc., director of the Continental
Insurance Co. and of various other insurance and real estate companies; Elihu Root Jr. of the
law firm of Root, Clark, Buckner & Ballantine, director of the Fiduciary Trust Co., Mutual Life
Insurance Co., and American Telephone & Telegraph Co.; Archibald G. Thacher, director
of American and Foreign Insurance Co., controlled by British and Foreign Marine Insurance
Co., Ltd., Liverpool, director of five other firms controlled by British insurance companies;
Francis M. Weld, director of the Baldwin Locomotive Works, director of the Canadian-owned
International Agricultural Corp., which has 1,600,000 marks invested in a German potash com-
pany; Brig. Gen. Benedict Crowell, assistant secretary of war and director of munitions under
Wilson, now president of the Central National Bank, Cleveland.

So great has popular opposition grown that the conscriptioneers have been com-
pelled to shrink a bit their design for American fascism, limiting its application to
men between twenty-one and thirty-one., The danger now is that the administration
and its Republican accomplices may try to put through some phony “‘compromise”
such as the Maloney amendment. This provides that voluntary enlistment be tried
until Jan. 1, 1941, but if not enough men have responded by that time, compulsory

* service would go into effect. This is an obvious device to demobilize the opposition

and keep conscription from being an issue in the election campaign. Let no one be
taken in by these stratagems. The labor movement stands united against conscription
—John L. Lewis, William Green, and the presidents of the five non-AFL railroad
brotherhoods have spoken. Hundreds of other organizations have taken a similar stand.
It is up to the people to let Congress know that every man who votes for conscription
will-be turned out of office.
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The Withering of New England

Van Wyck Brooks’ new book continues his study of the rise and decline of the Yankee golden

age. A review by Samuel Sillen.

NEW ENGLAND: INDIAN SUMMER, by Van Wyck

Brooks. Dutton. $3.75.

N HIS sequel to The Flowering of New

England, Van Wyck Brooks portrays

the autumnal spirit of Yankee letters
during the decades following the Civil War.
Both volumes are keyed to the seasonal meta-
phor. The spring days of the ante-bellum
period, so colorfully revived in the earlier
book, witnessed the great creative effort of
Emerson, Thoreau, and Hawthorne, of Whit-
tier, Lowell, and Holmes, The literature of
the golden age, efflorescent, abundant, confi-
dent, was rooted in the traditions of the
American Revolution. It was nourished by
high moral and intellectual purposes, by a
passion for social justice which found its finest
expression in the Abolitionist movement, by
a youthful faith in the unlimited promise of
American life. In religion, Unitarianism had
displaced the orthodox creed; in philosophy
Transcendentalism had released fresh and re-
bellious energies; in social reform Fourierism,
Women’s Rights, and Abolitionism had been
signs of the times. But the younger genera-
tion of 1870 found that this vigorous culture
had already broken down; there was no new
ideal around which they could rally their
talents. Most of the older writers, with such
outstanding exceptions as Wendell Phillips
and Samuel Gridley Howe, lived in a tranquil
afterglow, incapable of directing their re-
forming zeal to problems generated by new
conditions. By the end of the century a visitor
like H. G. Wells could say with justice that
an immense effect of finality brooded over
Boston: “One feels in Boston, as one feels
in no other part of the States, that the in-
tellectual movement has ceased.” Howells,
who had come from Ohio to the American
Athens in 1866, left Boston for New York
after twenty years, thirsting for a more vig-
orous intellectual milieu. With Henry Adams,
as Mr. Brooks notes, the New England mind
had apparently come full circle. “It had
passed through its springtime, its summer and
Indian summer, and Edwin Arlington Rob-
inson was not the only Yankee who saw

A dreary, cold, unwholesome day,
Racked overhead,

As if the world were turning the wrong way,
And the sun dead.

The evidences of this sea change were
abundant, and Mr. Brooks, with his charac-
teristic genius for evoking the literary mood
of a period, recalls them in a gently ironical
vein. One may note, for one thing, the ap-
palling gulf between William Ellery Chan-
ning and Mary Baker Eddy. Only a time

of declining vitality, as Mr. Brooks says,
“only a region at ebb tide could have given
birth to the cult of Christian Science.” Mirs.
Eddy’s hysterical denial of evil was as char-
acteristic a distortion of Emerson’s teachings
as was Horatio Alger’s vulgarization of the
essay on self-reliance. If Henry Adams was
more sophisticated, his interest in the Orient
was no less an amusingly naive version of
Emerson’s and Thoreau’s response to the
thinkers of the East. One can hardly imagine
Emerson sitting, like Adams, for half an
hour under the shoot of Buddha's bo-tree.
The vogue of antique collecting, the malady
described by one of the women novelists as
“grandfather on the brain,” was equally a
parody of the more genuine historical pursuits
in the earlier period. Prescott, Motley, and
Parkman, who had combined great history
and great literature, were giving way to
Edward Channing, correct but humdrum,
and James Ford Rhodes, the business man
who wrote history like a business man. The
solid note of cultural independence which
Emerson had struck in the thirties was being
mocked in the thin appeals for a new colonial-
ism by the later Lowell, Charles Eliot Nor-
ton, and Henry James. The flourishing home-
steads of the earlier period were now being
described by Sarah Orne Jewett, Mary E.
Wilkins, and other realists as part of “a
world of empty houses and abandoned farms,
of shattered windows, relics, ghosts and
silence.” At Harvard, Charles Eliot was re-
placing classical studies with the more handy
five-foot shelf. The Brahmins were bankers
who left culture to the womenfolks.

What was behind this phenomenal change
in the cultural weather? Mr. Brooks is less
at ease in dealing with this question than he
is in dealing with individual figures or with
the literary tone of an epoch. Readers of
The Flowering of New England will recall
the amazing passage toward the end where
the author referred briefly to Spengler’s cycle
theory in order to characterize the historical
epoch with which he had dealt. The explana-
tion was entirely unsatisfactory. However use-
ful a season or a cycle may be as metaphor,
it is evasive as analysis. The Spenglerian pat-
terns are mental constructions, not reflections
of reality. In the present volume Mr. Brooks
cites the historical views of Croce in support
of a notion concerning the time spirit. It 1s
disappointing to find a critic like Van Wyck
Brooks, who for years has been associated
with socialist principles, relying on the non-

“scientific theories of Spengler and Croce while

ignoring the tremendous work of Marx,
Engels, and their followers in the field of
historical materialism.

Yet the elements of a materialist explana-
tion are clearly present in the facts described
by Mr. Brooks. “The commercialization of
life,” he writes, “had thinned the emotional
atmosphere.” The rise of the factory system,
the exploitation of immigrant labor, the evils
of absentee ownership had their effect on
New England culture:

{
More and more, as the factories spread, the
owners abandoned the region, loving it less the
less they labored for it, and ruled their slaves from
Boston through the whips of agents. The whips
were no less real because nobody saw them, and
the lords in no way owned the Boston State House
less because they ruled by legal methods.

The fundamental fact behind the seasonal
change was the distinction between pre-mo-
nopoly and monopoly capitalism. Pre-monopoly
capitalism, as Lenin once reminded Kautsky,

which reached its zenith in the seventies of the
nineteenth century, was, by virtue of its fundamen-
tal ecomomic traits (which were most typical in
England and America) distinguished by its rela-
tive attachment to peace and freedom. Imperialism,
ie.,, monopoly capitalism, which finally matured
only in the twentieth century, is, by virtue of its
fundamental ecomomic traits, distinguished by the
least attachment to peace and freedom, and by the
greatest and most universal development of mili-
tarism everywhere.

And what was true of peace and freedom was
certainly true of culture, which goes hand
in hand with them. The plain fact was that
the class with which literature had tradition-
ally been associated in New England had no
use for culture any longer; no creative use,
that is, for it could use it on occasion as
ornament or as an instrument in the hands
of a Harvard reactionary like Barrett Wen-
dell or Irving Babbitt. The chief issue for
literature, the question of its survival, was
rapidly becoming that of identification with
the producing, the truly creative masses.

It is because William Dean Howells sensed
this issue and, before it was too late, sided
with the proletariat, that he becomes the only
positive major figure in Mr. Brooks’ study.
It is significant that, like Whitman, Clemens,
Norris, Dreiser, and Sandburg, he was not
a stem of Boston’s oligarchical family tree.
‘When the Chicago anarchists were convicted
after Haymarket, he was aware that “the
historical perspective is that this free republic
has killed five men for their opinions.” Fol-
lowing the downfall of the Brazilian empire,
lamented by the press, he wrote to Mark
Twain that the American republic had been
supplanted by an aristocracy-loving oligarchy:
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Why should our moneybags rejoice in the explo-
sion of a windbag? They know at the bottom of
the hole where their souls ought to be that if such
an event finally means anything it means their ruin
next; and so they don’t rejoice; and as they mostly
inspire the people’s voice, the press, the voice is
dumb.

And Howells understood the really impor-
tant fact that the artist was “anomalous” in
the social and business world: “Perhaps he
will never be at home anywhere in the world
as long as there are masses whom he ought
to consort with, and classes whom he cannot
consort with.”

The two other major figures who emerge
most distinctly from this volume are Henry
Adams and Henry James. Adams despised
the politics of the Gilded Age and he could
not respect its business chicanery. But, as
Myr. Brooks reminds us, Adams was not con-
sumed by a passion to reform his world so
much as he was with a burning desire to
manipulate the controls. He wanted power,
and he felt that as an Adams it was his due.
Nobody could exercise it more intelligently
than he. And as for disillusion with the
Credit Mobilier and the robber barons, Adams
was perhaps more worried about the effect
of strikes on his investments. Mr. Brooks
quotes from Adams’ letters: “I am not so
easy about the coal strike and labor troubles
in Europe because they may bother me. I
keep my eye fixed on the stock exchange.”
“After all, I do like luxury as a steady
business. . As a man of sense I am a
gold bug and support a gold bug government
and a gold bug society.” Actually, as a man
of sense, Adams was perhaps aware that
this was not the kind of. philosophy which
could enable him to lead an undivided and
truly creative life as a citizen of his epoch.

The case of Henry James had been an-
alyzed by Van Wyck Brooks in a previous
book, and nothing materially new is added
here to the thesis that the clue to James’ work
is his precarious existence as a novelist with-
out a native land. Mr. Brooks takes issue with
those who praise James' later novels at the
expense of his earlier work. He was at his
best when celebrating his nostalgia for
Europe: “All his great novels had dealt with
Americans at a time when he had understood
them. . . .” The later novels were applauded
by “cosmopolitan esthetes who saw themselves
dimly reflected in James’ people, functionless
people, like themselves, without objective in-
terests, who spun webs of thought about one
another, who analyzed themselves, for want
of other occupation, while they collected bric-
a-brac, material and human.” Recognizing
James’ magnificent artistry, Mr. Brooks de-
plores his shift of interest from character to
predicaments. The “crooked corridors” and
“antechambers” in which he eluded his read-
ers were smokescreens behind which he van-
iched, fleeing from the American self that he
sought to lose in Europe. Again, as with
Adams, the sense of a mutilated career, the
sense of being thoroughly disenchanted with
one order of things and yet utterly incapable

of becoming truly a part of another order.

Carrying his narrative down to the years
before the first World War, Mr. Brooks
describes the “Second March” of New Eng-
land letters. In the questioning mind, “the
austere integrity and tragic feeling,” of
Edwin Arlington Robinson, he sees the
ground cleared for new growths. In the bold-
ness of Amy Lowell, the lyric strain of Edna
Millay, and the earthiness of Robert Frost,
in the work of E. E. Cummings and Eugene
O’Neill he notes the stirrings of a new birth
in the New England spirit. But it is in these
later portions of the book that one realizes
most sharply the limitations of the method
which Mr. Brooks uses and to which he refers
quite frankly in his preface, where he says
that any sectional treatment of our literary
history is bound to be arbitrary. The truth
is that a sectional study is bound to become
almost intolerably arbitrary if carried too
close to our own day. For the national forces
which were beginning to put Boston in its
place during the seventies were more and
more inexorably obliterating regional lines.
The lines of class interest and class identifica-
tion were emerging plainly, until there was
far more connection between a Vermont
writer like Thomas Boyd and a California
writer like Lincoln Steffens than there could
ever be between Boyd and, say, Mary Ellen
Chase.

New England: Indian Summer, like its
popular predecessor (which has gone into
fifty-two printings!), is a work incredibly
rich in literary reference; it is a beautifully
written book. Free from the pedantry and
conservatism of so many of the neo-Barrett
Wendells who have entrenched themselves
in Chairs of American Literature in our uni-
versities, Van Wyck Brooks is weaving into
a work of literary art the literary achieve-
ment of America. Yet one must regret his
failure to contribute a new historical insight
into our literature. The contemporary issues
of American life have thrust into our vision
problems of life and death, for culture, for
humanity, and on our ability to comprehend
the historical roots of these problems depends
our fate, in no small part. Mr. Brooks is the
critic on whom we might have counted most
to carry on social criticism where Parrington
left off. Remarkable and solid as his work is
on one level, we cannot pretend that it presses
on the frontiers of critical analysis in America.

SAMUEL SILLEN.

Modern Poetry
DIRECTIONS IN MODERN POETRY, by Elizabeth Drew,

in collaboration awith Jokn L. Sweency. W. W.
Norton & Co. $2.75..

NE cannot withhold respect for the per-
ception and thorough thinking that

form even those judgments of the authors
with which one disagrees. It is a pleasure and

a gain to read their book.

I think they undervalue Hart Crane and
overvalue Laura Riding; I cannot understand
their silence about 2 number of contemporary -
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American writers; for instance, I feel that
Maxwell Bodenheim and Alfred Kreymborg,
both for the quality of their work and their
influence during an important period, better
deserve the authors’ attention than others to
whom it is given. More seriously, they have
left unexplored an important direction of
modern poetry along which some of the
strongest young talents on the left have gone
—the ballad and song lyric.

The authors face the fact that the poet
is in an abnormal situation. Disintegrating
traditions and economic and social patterns
have made unusable to the poet former
thematic sources and closed off former areas
of contact with the people: As a result, al-
though poets have been neglected in other
periods, never before has the neglect been so
painfully thorough and the validity of poetry
itself so sharply questioned. The authors face
this situation and draw from it penetrating
explanations of the special character of poetry
in our time, its tensions and peculiarities. On
the other hand, they have not, like some
shallower critics, dismissed modern poetry as
the gibberish of frustrated talents. Apart from
special values it may have as historical and
sociological evidence, there is notable achieve-
ment in modern poetry, and it is good that
the authors make this emphatic. '

Their analysis, however, is sometimes in-
complete, and suffers from misunderstandings
of Marxist thinking. For example, they speak
of “‘the Marxist emphasis that the quality
of man’s manhood depends not upon himself
but on his economic environment.” This is
an example of what the Soviet critics call
“vulgar sociology.” The Marxist emphasis is
rather upon the fact that a man’s manhood
has the power creatively to change environ-
ment, including those elements in it, material
culture and social institutions, which are his
own contributions or mistakes.

Because the Marxist perspective is a social
system freed of the race, class, and economic
discords which rack and hold up our society
today—briefly a more ‘“congenial” system—
the authors say, “Poetry can spring as strongly
from resistance as from acceptance, and the
doctrine of the congenial period will not bear
examination.” And they point to the ‘“‘great
poets, Marlowe, Donne, Blake, Wordsworth,
Baudelaire, Rimbaud, Hardy, Yeats.” To
assume a society where poets or any men will
meet with no resistance is as much a fantasy
as the frictionless plane on which all still
things never move and all moving things
never stop. But the discords in a social sys-
tem may multiply frustrations and deforma-
tions, until this condition becomes destruc-
tive to poets as to all men. If we examine
the author’s examples we find that Marlowe
was cut off at the height of his powers by
what modern research suggests was a politi-
cal assassination to end his “resistance’; that
Donne secluded himself in his church post;
that Blake went mad; that Wordsworth in
his rural retreat wrote piffle; that Baudelaire
was driven to psychopathy, and Rimbaud to
artistic suicide; that Hardy could voice only
resignation; and that Yeats emigrated to

ghostland. In every one of these we see de-
struction or sidetracking or deformation.
Hardly an argument for what the authors
call “resistance.” Resistance is not in itself a
condition for creativeness, but in an ‘“un-
congenial” society the social system may have
to be “resisted” to make creation of any sin-
cere kind possible.

And in not understanding this, in making
the “resistance” of some of the leading poets
appear to be involuntary, like a reaction to
an irritant, we find the missing link in the
authors’ analysis. They scarcely mention the
“poetry renaissance”’ which cannot be under-
stood apart from the great progressive move-
ments of 1912. Without the poetry renais-
sance American poetry might have atrophied
into a hobby or a drawing room accomplish-
ment. But poets reacted to the widespread
progressivism of 1912 by a heightened con-
sciousness of their role as poets. It was then
that they developed ‘“resistance.” Some, for
traceable reasons, conceived the. poet’s role
to be an autonomy within society ; others, like
Vachel Lindsay and Edgar Lee Masters,
sought close contact with people and with life,
that they might make poetry a valid expres-
sion of life. Such, along with influences from
abroad, were the elements of the poetry re-
naissance whose impulse is not altogether
spent, and whose most visible hope of re-
newal is to be seen in the culturally am-
bitious labor movement.

There are other points where issue may

be taken with Miss Drew and Mr. Sweeney.
They ignore American folk poetry and new
genres that are arising from its influences;
they give little consideration to the effects
of a journalism where the advertiser, not the
reader, determines content and tone; they
think of social themes in literature in terms
of their limitations—and usually imaginary
limitations—rather than in terms of their
opportunities. I make no polite pretense that
these things are unimportant. But, in spite
of such lacks and misemphases, the book is
so sensitively percipient that it remains a
valuable book on modern poetry.

Isipor SCHNEIDER.

Epic in Steel

AS STEEL GOES, by Robert R. R. Brooks. Yale Uni-
wersity Press. $3.

HE author of two excellent studies of

labor, When Labor Organizes and
Unions of Their Own Choosing, now gives
us the story of labor organization in American
steel. Mr. Brooks traces the rise of that organi-
zation from the beginnings of the Sons of Vul-
can in 1858. During the post-Civil War years
the Associated Brotherhood of Iron and Steel
Heaters, Rollers, and Roughers appeared and
made strong headway. It received oblique en-
couragement from ironmasters who regarded
the union as a handy device for crippling less
able competitors in the struggle for markets.
The author continues his chronicle through
the Homestead debacle and its aftermath of
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each room with private bath!

Private golf course, lake, 13
championship tennis courts, al
on premises. Excellent food.

Drama by the
Preview Players’

LENA BARISH S SAM GARLEN
Directors

N.Y. C. Office: 11 West 42nd St.
Telephone BRyant 9-1738

Write or phone for bookles

165 Acre MODERN
ADULT CAMP

and New England Farm
Beautiful Private Lake K
3 Fast Clay Tenamis Courts
Handball—Bicycles

Ping Pong—Badminton
Orchestra for Daneing
Plays, Operettas of soecial
significanee

BUNGALOWS FOR 2, 3, OR 4
ALL THE SAME RATE

$24.50 per Week :: $4.00 per Day
write Diana & Abe Berman, Uncasville, Conn., or
phone NO rwich 1858-Ring 5—N.Y. phone CH 2-1338 |

= 9

Onen all Formerly Lwnsohn's Estate, Central Valley,
four acres In fascinating hiking
counh‘y, 5 mules of Qaths fcnms, Golf wlandball. smmmingx
Riding, Bicycles. Library. Congenial e,
cuisine. Adults. Tel.: Highland Mills 895
Mnnaqament FANNIE GOLDBERG

ol

THRILL TO THE 3J0YS OF SUMMER AT

pLUM point

he —year—"round cation=—resort
Mumﬂeent estate on the Hudsnn mver
53 miles from New
dlo hone‘ on grounds
Fine Library Musical recordings

Write P. 0. Box 471, Newburgh lm one Newburgh 4270
MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW

All outdoor sport:
Superlatlve emsme
Booklet nt

Ilut oneh:ntlnm beautiful s in the Catskills
the beaten path. Elevation 2500 ft.

HILLCREST

On Beaverkill Lake
UNION GROVE, N

Phone: Livingston Manor 218J11
Telegraph: Hillerest, Livingston Mamor

Delightful mile-long lake at your door

Swimming @ Boating ® Fishing ® Tennis @ Handball
Ping-pong ® Badminton
All free on the premises. No social staff.
Modern Conveniences.
FINE AMERICAN-JEWISH MEALS.

August Rates—$18, $20, $22 per week
... ]

Please mention NEw MAssEs when patronising advertisers

defeatism, bringing his story to date with a
detailed account of the rise of the Steel Work-
ers Organizing Committee under the CIO.
Mir. Brooks adheres to the role of an im-
personal narrator with a concern for cold
facts. Available documents are combed for
pertinent material. The importance of the
principal actors is not overlooked and their
first-person stories make up some of the most

absorbing chapters of a book full of human’

drama.

The history of steel is a violent one—con-
spiracy and terror, murder and massacre, often
with the full connivance of local authorities.
The steel corporations have had at their dis-

posal the most elaborate machinery of social

and economic repression in America. Such con-
ditions have often evoked public protest from
social-minded members of the middle class.
But it remained for the workers in the in-
dustry to break through the employers’ re-
sistance with a bona fide labor movement. Mr.
Brooks tells, in a chapter that reveals some
little known data, of the revolt within the steel
company unions—a revolt from which the
SWOC drive got much of its initial impetus.

The author appraises the prospects of steel
workers today and expresses his apprehension
for the future. Organization throughout the
industry is not yet complete. In some areas
the old feudal regimes still dominate the scene
unchallenged. The arrival of the hot-strip mill
threatens tens of thousands of steel workers
with loss of jobs in the near future. Only a
union powerful enough to bargain with the
huge corporations for shorter hours and im-
proved wages can hope to avert the full con-
sequences of this impending technological
change. An even greater threat to the workers
is war. Says Brooks:

The officers and many of the members of the
SWOC are fully aware that if the United States
becomes involved in war in Europe, much if not
all of the gains won by steel workers during the
past four years will be sacrificed to military gods.
They fully expect real wages to be slashed by the
rising cost of living . . . and clearly sec the threat
to trade unionism involved in a period of super-
patriotism. “M-Day,” the first day of war, carries
with it a danger to an independent labor move-
ment, especially in steel, fully comparable with the
danger involved in a totalitarian form of govern-
ment.

As Steel Goes is a valuable book for every-
one who feels a vital concern about the trends
in American labor and the perspectives of its
future.

Ep FALKOWSKI.

US Foreign Policy
THE UNITED STATES IN' WORLD AFFAIRS: 1939, by

W hitney H. Shepardson and William O. Scroggs.
Harper. $3.

His is the latest of a series of annual
volumes on American foreign policy pub-
lished in cooperation with the Council on
Foreign Relations. It is a summary of events,
names, dates, figures—evidently a rewrite of

the New York Times Sunday news review.
The year 1939 was so crucial a turning point
in world affairs—the climax of the Versailles
era in an open, armed struggle among the
major powers for a redivision of the im-
perialist world—that serious people would de-
mand analysis of information in any such
volume. Instead we have surface information,
but little analysis. How the Soviet-German
Non-Aggression Pact came about is fully mis-
represented ; the authors have apparently failed
to examine even the partial evidence of the
French Yellow Book. Just why the war
malingered for eight months is never made
clear. And the furor of chagrin and rage over
Finland last winter are explained on the pain-
fully superficial basis that “the character of
[Finland’s] people . . . her faithfulness in
maintaining payments on her debt . . . while
all other nations were in default . . . had won
the respect of the entire nation.” In a post-
script to the volume proper, the authors
abandon themselves to an appeal for the earli-
est possible war with Germany, which ex-
presses for them the entire content of the
future of American policy. Meantime, they
want Britain to man the guns for the United .
States until both guns and men have been
prepared in this country, to the end that the
American dream becomes the world’s night-
mare. Such is the substance and promise of
historical science in the year 1940!

J. S.

Sights & Sounds

Out of Hollywood

“The Boys from Syracuse,” “The
Man I Married.” Other movies.

Y THREE screenwriters, from George Ab-
bott, Rodgers and Hart, out of Shakes-
peare’s 4 Comedy of Errors, The Boys from
Syracuse comes to the screen. Hollywood and
Hays have cleaned it up considerably, and if
you see one reel you've seen it all. For the
comedy that can be derived from historical
anachronism is distinctly limited and was
worked effectively and for all time many and
many years ago, in the film version of John
Erskine’s Private Life of Helen of Troy.
The mixed-up story of the twin Antipholi
of Ephesus and Syracuse and their twin
slaves, Dromio, affords a chance for a little
double-meaning innuendo: their respective
wives, unaware of the other set of twins,
naturally cannot tell them apart. You get
the point. And the point is worked to a fare-
thee-well. Add this to Grecian maidens sud-
denly moving out of terpsichore into swing,
Periclean Good Humor salesmen, chariots
with taximeters, Golden Age bars and grills,
Ephesian radio announcers, Greeks bearing
wisecracks that were ancient history when
Solon was a shyster lawyer, and you have
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the sum total of The Boys from Syracuse,
both of whom were Allan Jones (a toothy
tenor with a marcel wave), and Jce Penner,
without a duck. Martha Raye as an Ephesian
matron is occasionally funny, Charles But-
terworth as the duke who cannot stand
trumpeters will make you smile.

But Shakespeare, even though still an ap-
prentice when he wrote the script, was funnier.

‘THE MAN I MARRIED’’

Hollywood has ditched a number of its
scheduled anti-Nazi films, for one reason or
another not too hard to guess at, but here
is one that got through the blockade. The
Man I Married (originally titled I Married
@ Nazi) stems from a serial in Liberty mag-
azine; it is a fairly intelligent picture that
shows what might have happened in a similar
situation in life.

Joan Bennett (in a black wig) is mar-
ried to the about-to-be-naturalized Francis
Lederer. They return to his Vaterland for
a three-month vacation with their child. Joan,
who is a good individualistic American, can-
not stand the suffocating atmosphere of the
Third Reich, with its stage-managed mass
meetings, its goose-stepping, heiling multitudes,
its manifest brutality to Jews, Czechs, other
minorities. Lederer, more German than Amer-
ican, is soon infected by the “reborn” life of
Germany, ably assisted by an attractive young
Nazi Maedchen, Anna Sten. He changes vis-
ibly, decides to remain in Germany, and the
inevitable family breakup occurs.

In the resolution of this somewhat artifi-
cially contrived situation Miss Bennett also
has the good luck to run into a male prop-
agandist for Americanism. He is Lloyd Nolan,
American correspondent in Berlin, and his
idea of Americanism finds symbolic expression
in innumerable references to hamburgers and
coffee. So while Lederer rapidly becomes more
German (in this context, more Nazi), Miss
Bennett, under the charming cynicism of
the newspaperman’s attentions, becomes too
American for words.

The husband demands his son, wants a
divorce. But his anti-Nazi father acts as the
god-from-the-machine. Meeting his son’s re-
fusal to allow the boy to return to America,
he says that he will denounce his son to his
newfound party as a half-Jew. Miss Bennett
and her child are permitted to depart; Miss
Sten, in horror, whispers “Du bist ein Jude!”
and exits, and Mr. Lederer is left alone,
head in hands, to contemplate his father’s
statement: “You will suffer much, my son;
but you will learn from it what you would
have done to others.”

As usual in the Hollywood interpretation
of history, the real significance and nature
of fascism are scrupulously omitted. Hitler
is a maniac with a power complex, who is
indigenous to Germany and could not flourish
in the clean, individualistic air of America.
Surprisingly enough, an occasional reference
to the forced labor, the suppression of civil
liberties in Germany, the racial persecution,
gets into the film. But the American audience
will not learn from this story that fascism

35 East 12th Street

(Advertisement)

FOR THE RIGHT TO VOTE

An Appeal to New Massés\Readers

YOU may or may not agree with us on political issues,
but we all cherish the right to choose our public
officials and the right of political parties to a place on
the ballot. We want to tell you in this limited space of
an important chapter being written today in the life of
America. (Finances do not permit the space required.)
We are facing the 1940 election campaign with the right
to vote as an issue, the right of a minority party to a
place on the ballot. That right is being challenged today
by the bourbon forces throughout the country. You know
the pattern of reaction in the modern world. Remember
1933 when the Nazis came to power? In West Virginia,
9,000 American citizens signed the Communist Party
nominating petitions placing its Presidential electors on
the ballot. 141 of the signers were jailed. The American
Legion printed and distributed a brochure with the names
and addresses of the 9,000 signers. (You can guess the
rest of the story.) In Pennsylvania, 60,000 signed Com-
munist nominating petitions. 43 were arrested and placed
under bail totaling $350,000. Reactionary newspapers
printed the names of these signers. Steel workers lost
their jobs. (You can fill in the rest of the story.) In
Kansas and Georgia, public officials have issued state-
ments to the press, wherein they declared that they will
break statutes which made mandatory the placing of the
Communist Party on the ballot. . . . And this is only
part of the chapter this space will permit us to write. We
are fighting this terror with all the resources at our com-
mand. We are defending the rights of these petitioners.
We are fighting for the right of a minority party to a
place on the ballot. Will you help in checking these
reactionary forces before it is too late? We are asking
you for a contribution, no matter how small or big.

NATIONAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

COMMUNIST PARTY

New York, N. Y.
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CHESTERS  ZUNBMRG

A_delightful hideaway in_the ine
You CAN have EVERYTHING!

BOATING
on “Lake Godsend”
right on premises
PLUS—all 18 other
sports and pastimes

MENU:
SWIMMING

in our fitered
tuxurious pool

Vacation time here means an incomparable setting, abundant
sports and adult diversions, fascinating friendships, inviting
quarters (new ‘‘Luxury Lodge’’ now ready) tempting vittels.
Dancing and worthwhile entertainment. EVERYTHING; Write

—or fone Fallsburg 53.
Open all year. WOODBOURNE, N. Y.

Meet the “Masses” W here
the Masses Meet!
® TENNIS
® HANDBALL
® PRIVATE LAKE
® SOLARIUMS
® SHOWS

@ CELEBRITIES
® DANCING
® SWIMMING
® MUSIC HALL CONCERTS

COUNTRY CLUB
HURLEYVILLE, N. Y.
City Phone DI ckens 6-3273

ON LAKE ANAW/
Monticello 711

Activity? Yes. Social as well as

B athletic. Comfort? Yes. De luxe
cabins or main house with screened
T WI N orches. Scenic beauty . . . the

est the Adirondacks offers. From

$81.50- (two in a room).
N. Y. C. Tel. Clrcle 5-6983
TWIN PINES ON TROUT LAKE
Box 6, Lake George, N. Y.

PINES

l"l_‘

-
( 2~ UNITY

=~

Wingdale 2461 Wingdale, N. Y.

FRANKIE NEWTON

and his orchestra for entire season

2 ALL SPORTS ©3.

FILMS
\ DANCING ? (L
- THEATRE $ =2

CAMPFIRE ‘ﬁw HIKING
YooV

Rates—$20 per week-—$3.50 per day
Make reservations at Camp with Deposit
Reservations at least three days before arrival

For further information call GR, 7-1960 or write to Rm.
515, | Union Square. Office hrs.: 10-6 Daily, 10-2 Saturday.

Bus Schedule—Leave 2700 Bronx Park East, Sun. to
Thurs.—10:30 A. M. Fri. & Sat.—I10 A, M., 2:30 P, M.,
7:00 P. M, For Camp Car—Cail OL. 5-8639,

No Children under 8 Years—Adult Camp Only

LOU PASTERNACK, Director

is also flourishing here right now. It will
learn, through the bitter lips of the newspa-
perman, that America must get ready to
go to war and go soon, which is what our
homegrown fascists want us to believe.

Francis Lederer, who turned in a good
job in Confessions of a Nazi Spy, again domi-
nates the screen. He is a convincing Nazi
fanatic. Mr. Nolan’s newspaperman is one of
the few credible specimens of the breed to be
exhibited on celluloid, and Irving Pichel’s
direction is nimble and swiftly paced. But
you will not have missed very much if you
miss The Man I Married.

“THE SEA HAWK”

Out of Sabatini by way of a couple of other
guys (Howard Koch and Seton Miller) the
Brothers Warner have invested $1,500,000
in The Sea Hawk (New York, Strand). The
new version bears some resemblance to the
original, but the original has been lost in the
process. In this instance it doesn’t make much._
difference, and there are sequences in the
superfilm that the author should admire.

Here is England in the time of the Virgin
Queen and her privateers, before the Spanish
Armada made its attempt to blitzkrieg the
tight little isle. Spain was the dominant
colonial power at the time, and the good queen
winked at the activities of her ‘“‘sea hawks,”
who were nothing better than pirates operat-
ing in restraint of trade and contrary to early
international ‘“law.” Regularly they attacked
and looted the Spanish galleons, and if Warner
Bros.” historiographers are correct, Francis
Thorpe and his .Albatross were among the
most successful.

We find the boy, in the person of Mir. Errol
Flynn, leaping nimbly about among the rig-
ging, attacking Philip of Spain’s ambassadorial
ship and capturing the arriving plenipotentiary
(Claude Rains) and his beautiful Hollywood
niece (Brenda Marshall). Need we tell you
that despite this ungentlemanly act, Brenda
falls in love with Errol and vice versa? The
Spanish ambassador is in cahoots with her
Brittanic majesty’s traitorous chancellor Wolf-
ingham, and what follows is a tale of high
and low adventure on a few of the seven seas
and some of the New World’s jungles, with
Flynn captured by the Spanish and sentenced
to the galley, escaping, freeing his fellow
slaves, hijacking a Spanish ship, arriving in

- England, fighting sixteen duels simultaneously

and being knighted by the queen for furnishing
proof of Wolfingham’s duplicity.

There are sequences in this film in which
the skill of director Michael Curtiz success-
fully evokes the sixteenth century atmosphere;
there are moments when you can forget that
fifty thousand sailors, slaves, soldiers, mobs are
hired by Central Casting; notably, the early
battle between the ambassador’s ship and the
Albatross, which is as gripping as any costume
piece that Hollywood has ever produced. You
can do nothing but admire the superb technical
facility of the medium and the intelligence
with which it has been employed. During such
moments the camera becomes more than an
eye. But these moments are few enough in the

Hilllop

a PERFECT DELIGHT
ON SYLVAN LAKE

HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N. Y.
Miles from New York Ci

R. R. Station — Pawling, N. Y.
Junction 178

Promises
ALL, PING-

ING, CANOQEING, FREE 0-

)
Week Ends — $4.50 per Day_ij 3
Direotors: é/}%
PAUL WOLFSON 73
SOL ROTHAUSER 4
New York Office—170 Broadway

Phone—COrtlandt 7-3958

North Branch, Sull. Co., N. Y.
Tel. Callicoom 93

Private Lake, All Sports, Dancing,

Dramatics, Marionettes, Musicales,

Rumba Bar

Erfe K. R. to Callicoon, Private Car Service Dllly’:
Daily Buses Direct, *Consolidated Moumtain Bus Line,
Penn Motor Coach Termimnal, 242 W. 34 St., LAcka-
wanna 4-57005 West Bronx Greyhound Terminal, 1378
Jerome Ave., Bronx, mear 170 St, TO pping 2.2000.

For information: DIckems 2-5786.
OPEN
ALL

ARCADIA ‘w,

1100 acres of woods and fields. Hotel accommoda-
tions, camp activities, all indoor and outdoor
sports in season, including tennis, swimming,
handball, fishing, ete. Golf and saddle horses near
by. Unexcelled cuisine.

Hopewell Junction, Fishkill, N, Y.
Tel.: Beacon 727 N. Y. Tel.: LO 5-3222

T AIMBERLAND

AN ADULT CAMP IN THE
ADIRONDACKS (Limited to 100)

N. Y.T33M W. 42nd St, ‘ Complete Sports

el. PE 6- 7663 and Social Activities
Directors: °
Harry N. Boardman
Louls A. Rothblatt | Moderate Rates

mmmenn‘‘The rare charm of an intimate congenial group®

to...his 100 acre farm
«..glorious country
...superlative cooking
...homey atmosphere
...informal fun, hobby house
...all sports
from $3.50 daily ~— from $20 weekly

* GEORGE A. PODORSON, N. Y. C. Phone: PLaza 3.8926
or Locust Grove Farm, Sylvan Lake, Hopewell Junction, N. Y.

CAMP FOLLOWERS OF THE TRAIL

Offers Its Facilities for a Pleasant Vacation.
Tennis ® Handball ® Swimming ® Shuffleboard
Dancing and Entertainment
Excellent Food ® Friendly atmosphere

$16.00 per week.
Special ts for or

BUCHANAN, NEW YORK

Enjoy your vacation at IR

EAGER ROSE GARDEN

BUSHVILLE, N. Y. Betw. MONTICELLO and FERNDALR
Prominent Artists .

@ Music and entertainment.

® All sports. Soeial aetivities.

® Make reservations early.

Attraetive rate for August
PHONE GR 3-8714
OR MONTICELLO 871

3

Peekskill 2879
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NEW MASSES Classified Ads

80c a line. Payable In Advance, Min. charge $1.50
Approx. 7 words to a line. Deadline Fri. 4 p.m.

CHILDREN BOARDED

TEACHER’S beautiful up-state farm home, Tutoring.
Guidance. New Masses, Box No. 1741.

FURS

PARISIAN FUR CRAFTSMAN with factory in Whole-

sale district can give you 35% below retail rates on re-

modeling and _repairing of any fur garment Storage

vaults at Revillon Freres, minimum RMAN
ET SOEUR, 145 West 30 St. CHickering 41424

INSURANCE
Whatever your needs — PAUL CROSBIE, established
since 1908—FREQUENT SAVINGS 135 William St.,
N. Y. Tel. BEekman 3-5262

PIANO TUNING

PIANO TUNING regulating,
Pianos appraised. Excellennt work. Ralph
505 Fifth Avenue. Tel. MUrray Hill 2.

REDUCING FOR WOMEN

repairing and voicing.
J. Appleton,
2201,

Swedish Massage—Posture Correction—Tennis Instmc-
tion. Solarium. Low summer rates. Complete trial $2.
Goodwin’s Gym—Roof, 1457 B’way (42 St.). WI 7-8250

VACATION RESORTS, ETC.

Maine Vacation—CANNONDALE—Rivers, woods, out-
door sports, excellent meals. Reasonable. L. A. Cannon,
North Newcastle, Me., or 79 Perry St.,, NYC. CH 3-4280.

THE PINECREST: Watchung Mts., Martinsville, N. J.
Beautiful location, BABBLING BROOK, Swimming.
Ideal for Rest, Relaxation, Comfort, Diversions. Excel-
lent Food. $18 wk., $3 day. Tel. Bound Brook 325-W-1.

PRIMROSE FARM, New City, N. Y. Tel. 2156. Tennis
— Swimming — ng Pong — Boarding or Housekeeping.
Reasonable. 29 miles from George Washington Bridge.

RIP VAN WINKLE LAND: Romantic Vacations in
the Switzerland of America. 250 acres, elevation 2|

feet. Modern, cozy rooms, Picturesque surroundings;
stimulating climate, Swimmin bm{)vles and orts, Ex-
cellent food. $16.00 weekly. FARM, Rip

Van Winkle

RIVERSIDE INN, Seymour, Conn., on Lake HAU-
SATONIC. Sw:mmmg Boating, Tennis, Excellent Food.
$18 wk., $3 day. R. R. Station, Derby. Tel. Derby 8935.

FOR A DELIGHTFUL . Vacation or weekend visit
Martha Berlin’s TANGLEWOOD, Woodstock, N. Y.
Call Woodstock 1, 4, F 1, 8 or write. $3.50 day, $18 wk.

VACATION BARGAIN for YOUNG MEN. Horseback,
tennis, all water sports. $18 per week for a limited time
only. New Masses, Box 1739.

VINEYARD LODGE, Ulster Park, New York. Modern
Conveniences on 200—acre grape and frait farm. All
Sports. Kingston 3430.

VOLUNTEERS FOR NEW MASSES WANTED
NEW MASSES would be grateful for VOLUNTEER

clerical HELP in circulation campaign. Apply Room
1204, 461 Fourth Avenue, N. Y. C.

GOINGS ON

rail, Hunter, N.

ALFRED GOLDSTEIN, popular political analyst, re-
views THE NEWS OF THE WEEK every SUNDAY
EVENING at Workers School, 2nd floor, 35 East 12
Street. Admission 25¢.

CAMP BEACON

BEACON, N. Y. TELEPHONE: BEACON 781
—For the Coolest Pool in the
Mountains

—For Glorious Scenery—All
Sports—Boating to Ping Pong—
Up to the Minute Entertainment

—For Thrilling Vacation Fare

$17 per Week $3.25 per Day
HOW TO GET TO CAMP BEACON:

Camp ecars leave daily from 2700 Bronx Park East
direetly to eamp. Trains from Grand Central
Station to Beacon, N, Y.—taxi to eamp.
City Office: 2800 Bronx Park East

Telephone: OLinville 5-8639

two-and-a-half-hour film, and most of the time
you cannot forget the handsome face of Mr.
Flynn or the pretty Brenda Marshall. Both
would seem more appropriately cast in a latest-
model sports roadster.

There should be a word or two of praise
for a few performances—Claude Rains is a
convincing Spaniard, Flora Robson (of Ladies
in Retirement) offers a new slant on the many-
faceted character of Queen Elizabeth, and a
host of minor players, shrewdly cast to type,
occasionally bring you up short with an illu-
sion of reality. On the whole the pageantry
and movement of the film should provide a
pleasant evening’s entertainment. But this is
history a la Warner, and they . will not let you
forget it for a moment.

“UNTAMED”

Sinclair Lewis’ novel Mantrap was one
of his less consequential efforts, and the sec-
ond cinematic remake of it, under the title
Untamed, is faithful to the spirit and the
achievement of the original. (The film was
made some years ago with Clara Bow.)

Filmed 100 percent in technicolor, the new
version’s chief claim to your attention is the
technical near-perfection of the color medium.
The Canadian north woods, in both sum-
mer and winter, provide a beautiful locale
for director George Archainbaud’s mobile
camera, and Miss Patricia Morison’s color-
ing is delightful. Snow and summer’s green-
ery offer charming contrasts, and the plot is
far less important than color and design.

Ray Milland is an alcoholic doctor who
goes to the north woods to reclaim his health.
There he meets and falls in love with the
Seattle-born bride of his French-Canadian
guide, Akim Tamiroff. (Mr. Tamiroff util-
izes his permanent Russian accent, whether
he is playing Russians, Chinese, or French
Canadians.) The town gossips cluck and

~whisper; Miss Morison’s blue-gray eyes flash

prettily; Mr. Milland’s fine suntan warms
your face. And the result is inevitable. Melo-
drama pulls the long arm of coincidence
almost out of its socket, and you know that
(1) Mr. Milland and Miss Morison will
get together; (2) Akim Tamiroff, swell
guy, will have to die; (3) the new city doc-
tor will remain in the Canadian fur-trading
town. All this, miraculously, comes to pass.

An excellent cast (exclusive of the stars)
finds little to do, and you cannot help but
wonder why such players as J. M. Kerrigan,
Jane Darwell, and J. Farrell MacDonald
seem so helpless and even less imposing than
the stars. The story might have something
to do with it.

FILM COMEDY IN AMERICA

The Museum of Modern Art is currently
running a series of “Forty Years of American
Film Comedy,” daily at 4:00 p.m., Sundays
at 2:00 and 4:00. Notable films include It
Happened One Night, Duck Soup, The Fresh-
man, early Mack Sennett slapsticks, many of
Chaplin’s greatest successes (1914-16). The
series will run through September 29.

ALvAH BESSIE.

TEMS couprs - mmmq,

NOBODY EVERP WANTS
TO LEAVE ALLABEN

smm"”lﬁ;

We could paint a seductive word-
picture about a vacation wonder-
land up a mountain and close to the
sky, about active days and glamour-
filled nights . . . about a “name”
band and pala(e tickling menus . . .
and scores of “extras” that set us
apart! But, come up for vacation...
you’ll know why nobody ever wants
to leave Allaben Acres. . . .

§23.50, $25.00, $27.50 Per Woek
SH-H-H . . . Phil Leeds Is back

Write or *phoae for booklet:
N.Y.OFFICE: 147W 42nd SO..I!’-!.’.

A
,.\ .\ \
-. I ( ,c-
@ ‘ l d\-
ALLABEN, N. Y
(Tel PHOENICIA 75,
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A
SUCCASUNNA,N.J. NCH
GONE WITH THE WIND . ..

into 'your saddle and whisk_through alluring

mountain trails,. TRIPLE LAKE RANCH is cozy

and inviting. Not only horses but golf, tennis,

ﬁshmg, swimming, boating, archery, shootmg, ete.

Best of food. Unique programs. You'll meet

congema] people. N. Y. phone TRiangle 5-2163
NO EXTRA GHARGES

A CAMP FOR ADULTS

MERRIEWOODE

STODDARD, N. H.

A reservation of 300 acres of fleld and woodland,
with a mile frontage on beautiful Highland Lake.
Due to high altitude and absence of offending weeds,
d relief from hayfever at Merriewoode.

campers fin
water sports including exceptionally ﬂ.ne

land and
fishing
Rates for August $20, szz & $25 weekly.
ooklet 'upon request. VE H. G. BARON, Dir.

@lzarming

UNPRETENTIOUS
on picturesque bay at
Gloucester—fine spirit,
whole-hearted direc-
‘tion. All land and sea
sports. Send for booklet.

ABRAM RESNICK
Director
Gloucester, Mass.

"ULSTER PARK, N. Y.

SPEND YOUR VACATION AT

CHI-WAN-DA ON THE HUDSON

PHONE KINGSTON 1329

On the Mountain ‘Lake Esopus, overlooking the beautiful
Hudson River. Social staff, dancing, all water and land
sports. Fine cuisine, most modern improvements.

TRAIN-BUS-BOAT TO KINGSTON
MODERATE RATES

RESERVATIONS 'ONLY

Doroshkin, Dir., 545 Fifth Ave. MU 2-4218

Directions:

1L

Parksville; N. Y.
HOTEL COMFORTS [

Bluewaters

Liberty 784R

CAMP ACTIVITIES

27, MILE LAKE e INFORMAL ATTIRE

TENNIS, ARCHERY, BADMINTON, BOATING, Etc.

SOUTHERN STYLE CUISINE

The Pine Park Camp

LAKE HUNTINGTON, SOLLIVAN COUNTY, N. Y

THE VACATION LAND FOR SPORT,

Management: M. Shifris, Falchook, Pervim

a Grand Vacation Come to

Phone: Lake Huntington 2

RECREATION AND REST
AUGUST RATES-—$18 per Week

Saugerties, N. Y.

Sacks Farm

Telephone 590 J

Ideal vacatlon resort for those who want to get away from

crowds.
side. Acres of pine woods.

Maximum accommodations forty. Beautlful e- untry-
Finest home cooking. Swimming

and tennis on the premises. Aiso saddle horsu, bueyelinu

and ping pong.
Rates $18.00 per week, $3.00 per day.




subscription rate to New Masses
is being increased as follows:

I |: FFECTIVE September 16, 1940, the

Annual subscription —from $4.50 to
$5 per year.

Semi-annual subscription — from
$2.50 to $2.75 per year.

Our readers will appreciate that this in-
crease is made necessary by the effects of
the war on publishing conditions. Paper
prices, for one thing, have shot up steeply.
For ten months New Masses has ab-
sorbed such operating expenses and still
tried to keep within its budget for the
year—a budget which our readers helped
us sustain by their splendid response to
our annual financial campaign last winter
and spring. But we cannot do so any
longer, without stretching to an impos-
sible point the meager margins on which
we work.

Get Under the Wire . . . Before September 16, 1940

To all those who are about to subscribe and to our readers whose subscriptions expire now
or within the next few months, we are making the following extraordinary offer—good .

only unti September 16, inclusive:

One year of NEw Massgs at the old rate—plus one of these books, absolutely free:

1. Born of the Storm, a Soviet novel by Nicholas Ostrovsky ............. ..ot $4.50
2. The Professor, a novel of England by Rex Warner ........... .0 iiiiiiiiiina... $4.50
3. Change the World, a collection of essays by Mike Gold ................. S $4.50
4. China Fights Back by Agnes Smedley . ....covrivriinieriiieniiirenneionnnrannenes $4.50
5. Changing Man, the Soviet Educational System by Beatrice King ...................... $4.50
6. You Might Like Socialism by Corliss Lamont ...... ..o, $4.50
7. Post-War History of the British Working Class by G. Allen Hutt ................... $4.50
Or elseh—one year of NEw Masses at the old rate plus one of the following books at a slight extra
charge:
8. The Way Things Are, a collection of short stories, by Albert Mialtz ................. $5.00
9. Rulers of America, a study of finance capital, by Anna Rochester ...................... $5.00
10. 4 Philosophy for the Modern Man by Hyman Levy ...... ..o i iiiiiinnienann, $5.00
11. Salute to Spring, the new volume of short stories by Meridel LeSueur ................ $5.50
12. The Fat Years and the Lean, the new volume by Bruce Minton and John Stuart ....... $5.50
13. The Moscow Folio, twenty-four prints in color suitable for framing ................. $5.50

NEw MaAsses
461 Fourth Avenue Tear Off and Mail Today!

New York City

Please send me one (1) year’s subscription to NEw
Masses at the old rate. I am enclosing $...... Please

I

- include the following premium offer, number...... S E L E C T

Flll OUt the postage prepaid.
C O U P O N Name ....e.covivnrernnnnnns

.......................

....................... By Number

....................................

PREMIUM
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