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WE’LL take care of your Thurs-
days from now on. Every
Thursday night at New Masses’ Key-
note Club at 201 West 52nd St., we
will sponsor the Keynote Forum,
where the interesting things in con-
temporary life will be discussed by
authoritative speakers. On January
26 the Keynote Forum will spon-
sor Ruth McKenney in one of her
rare public appearances. Miss Mec-
Kenney will edify the audience on
the subject “My Sister Eileen’s Uncle
Ezra,” a peculiar gentleman who
found himself squeezed out of the
author’s work My Sister Eileen, but
whose adventures deserve a telling
of their own. The following Thurs-
day night, February 2, will find
James Dugan and Mike Gold at
death grips over the question “Has
Swing a Social Significance?” Be-
tween rounds, hot jazz classics will
be played to provide the basis of the
discussion. At each meeting the au-
dience will have a lot of elbow room
to heckle the speakers. The rest of
the Keynote Forum program is now
being made up. Any reader with a
concrete idea for an evening’s dis-
cussion should tell us about it right
away. Politics, the theater, the news,
movies, poetry, personalities, books,
music, or anything else under the sun
of interest during that week, will be
used in the Keynote Forum, with
special emphasis on news events of
the week. Meetings will start at
8 p.m., at an admission of 35 cents.

Don’t allow yourself to forget the
Anna Sokolow dance concert which
New Masses will sponsor at the Al-
vin Theater, Sunday evening, Febru-
ary 26, for which tickets are now
available at this office, or are to be
reserved by a call to Tiba Garlin,
CAledonia 5-3076.

Ruth McKenney will chairman a
forum on “Censorship in Book Re-
viewing,” under the auspices of the
League of American Writers, at
which Max Lerner, George Seldes,
and Charles Wagner will speak.
There will be ample time for discus-
sion. The meeting is scheduled for
Friday, January 27, 8 p.m., at City
Club, 55 West 44th St.,, New York
City.

Ethel Weinberg of Bronx, N. Y,,
informs us that she has a nearly com-
plete file of NEw Masses for the past
two years which she will be glad to
make available to persons or organi-
zations who can use them. Readers
interested in this offer can communi-
cate with Miss Weinberg through
NEw MASSEs.

“Let me state,” writes N. S. of
Brooklyn, N. Y., “that the arrival of
New Masses has always meant that
New York daily newspapers are no
longer an important part of my daily
reading. Furthermore, the unbiased
writing in a magazine dedicated to
a new economic order has been the
source of much of my ability to dis-
cuss, contradict, and awaken many
of my slothful intellectual friends.”

Another encouraging note comes
from H. S., of Moscow, Idaho, who
says: “Would you please give my
best wishes to Robert Forsythe, and
my hope that he stays healthy, as the
type of writing of which he is capa-
ble is of great importance.”

M. J. Kane, one of our readers in
Copenhagen, writes us as follows

[Setween Ourselves

about the “cooperative way” in Den-
mark:

“Recently I visited the public ex-
hibition of paintings by local artists
in the subway passage underneath
Town Hall Square in Copenhagen.
As I worked my way along I sud-
denly came upon a space on the wall
over which were pasted two notices.
I do not speak Danish but I under-
stood enough to gather that the police
had banned a certain artist’s paint-
ings of Hitler and Mussolini. I asked
the artist why this had been done and
he said that he thought Nazi influence

was responsible for the censorship.

“Only a few days ago I read Fred-
erick C. Howe’s Denmark: The Co-
operative Way. Howe, along with
other liberals, is convinced that here
in Denmark is a true people’s govern-
ment, a genuine democracy enjoyed
by no other country—one which the
United States would do well to pat-
tern itself on. Why, then, if this is
so, didn’t this genuine people’s gov-
ernment tell Herr Hitler to go take
a jump in the Kiel Canal? I asked
this question of the artist, but he
simply smiled and shrugged his
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shoulders. Nor could I get any satis-
factory answer at the office of the

Copenhagen newspaper Berlingske
Tidende”
Correction: Edward C. Aswell,

who in last week’s issue joined with
several other prominent persons in a
plea against any reduction of the
Federal Arts Projects, was errone-
ously identified as pres1dent of Har-
per & Bros. Mr. Aswell is editor of
the publishing firm.

Who’s Who

AviD RaMseEy is educational di-

rector of the International Fur
Workers Union. . . . Robert Ange is
a New York newspaperman who has
specialized in municipal politics. . . .
Hu Williamson is an American cor-
respondent in Mexico. . . . J. B. S.
Haldane, whose article in this issue
is the first of many which he will
contribute to NEw Masses, is a
world-famous British scientist, writer,
and Marxist. . . . F. C. Weiskopf
is a novelist and was editor of
the Volks-Illustrierte, German paper
which was published in Prague until
it was forced to suspend following
the Munich betrayal. . . . Louis Lozo-
wick is an outstanding Marxian art
critic. . . . Joy Davidman, whose
poems have frequently appeared in
NEw Masses, recently won the Rus-
sell Loines Memorial Fund poetry
award of $1,000, bestowed by the
National Institute of Arts and Let-
ters. . . . Charles Recht is a well
known New York lawyer. ... R. D.
Darrell has contributed many music
reviews to NEw Masses. . . . Hirsch-
feld’s lithograph reproduced on pages
16 and 17 of this issue is included
in his exhibition of lithographs and
caricatures at the Charles Morgan
Gallery in New York City until
February 8.

Flashbacks

MEMO to Adolf Hitler, who took
power Jan. 30, 1933: Charles I
of England was decapitated Jan. 30,
1649. On the scaffold he still pleaded
that the people’s “liberty and free-
dom consists in having government.
It is not their having a share in the
government; that is nothing apper-
taining unto them. A subject and a
sovereign are clean different things.”

. . Citizens in hard-pressed repub-
lican Spain will take cheer this week
recalling that the last dictator before
Franco, Primo de Rivera, fled the
country Jan. 28, 1930. . . . And
throughout the world there will be
millions noting, with significant em-
phasis, the fact that on Jan. 28, 1918,
the government of the Russian So-
cialist Federated Soviet Republic
signed the decree for the establish-
ment of the Red Army of workers
and peasants. . . . Reading from left
to right, we note that three impor-
tant birth anniversaries fall in this
week : Romain Rolland was born-Jan.
29, 1866, at Clamecy, France; Horace
Greeley, anti-slavery founder of the
Republican Party, was born Feb. 3,
1811, at Amherst, Mass; and Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, a gentleman cur-
rently hated along the Rome-Berlin-
Tokyo-Wall Street axis, will be fifty-
seven on January 30.
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Mobilization Notice!

Franco is pounding at the gates of Barcelona.

If you live in New York, imagine Franco in Newark. If you live in Chicago, pic-
ture the fascists in Evanston. If you live in Los Angeles, think about thousands of
Nazi and Italian troops battering ‘the suburbs. Think about it for a moment; think
of Franco’s legions within a few hours’ march of wherever you live.

Spain meets the enemy almost barehanded. The democrats of Spain need arms.
The embargo has prevented them from securing the weapons they need.

That embargo must be lifted!

It is that simple. It is that true.

Write to your President. Write to your congressional representatives. Write to
Senator Key Pittman, of the Foreign Relations Committee, Senate Office Building,

Washington, D. C.

UNDREDS OF THOUSANDS of peti-
H tions to Lift the Embargo have
been signed; scores of social, cultural,
and political organizations are doing
their utmost to rally the American
people to express themselves; hundreds
of notable citizens have lent their aid
and prestige to this most necessary move.

Among Americans of every stratum we
see:

Nowelist. Dorothy Canfield Fisher tells
us, “I feel with thousands of other
Americans that the time has come to
stop the embargo which gives aid to the
aggressors and denies it to their victims.”

Educator. President Frank P. Graham
of the University of North Carolina
feels that “On account of the unfair
working out of the arms embargo against
Spain, I am strongly in favor of lifting
this embargo at once.”

{
Critic. Olin Downes, music critic for
the New York Times, asserts, “I state
my unqualified desire to act in every

possible way to persuade the American
government to lift the embargo on arms
for Spain.”

Philosopher. Prof. Horace M. Kallen of
the New School for Social Research
urges, “The embargo should be lifted
unconditionally.”

Catholic. Frank P. Walsh, chairman of
the New York Power Authority, spoke
vigorously for the lifting of the embargo
on republican Spain at the Lawyers’
Congress in Washington.

Statesman. Henry L. Stimson, former
secretary of state of the United States,
has written his opinion that the embargo
upon republican Spain should be re-
moved and that, legally, such power
rests in the President’s hands.

Journalist. Dorothy Thompson writes:
“A legitimate, friendly government has
the right to buy from us in the markets
of the world whatever she needs for her
defense against rebellion.

“That is a principle of international
practice which the American govern-
ment has stood for from the beginning
of her history.”

She urges the lifting of the embargo
that strangles the people of Spain.

" Writer. Van Wyck Brooks says, “I

deeply hope that the Spanish embargo
will be lifted.”

Scientist. Kirtley Mather of Harvard
University states: “My earnest convic-
tion is that the embargo against the
Spanish government should immediately
be lifted.”

Railroadman. President A. F. Whitney
of the Brotherhood of Railroad Train-
men declares: “The defense of Ameri-
can democracy necessitates moral and
material aid to the loyalist government
of Spain. The Spanish people can take
care of their own defense and do a good
job of it, too; if only we permit them
to have the same access to our markets
as have their fascist opponents.”



Foreecast to 1940

An Economic Survey

DAVID RAMSEY

1LL 1939 give the answer to a central
‘;‘/ question of the day—recovery or stag-

nation? The answer lies in the poli-
tics of the immediate future. For, just as
the development of the New Deal hinges on
the economic situation, so will the coming
political battles be fundamental in shaping
or frustrating recovery. Since the tories are
sabotaging the economic mechanism, the peo-
ple must of necessity move against monopoly
capital to break the depression log-jam. Re-
covery and the fight for democracy are in-
separable; one cannot advance without the
other. Stagnation serves reaction; among the
by-products of the 1937-38 depression were
the gains made by the Republican Party in
the November elections. An impoverished
and desperate people is an important com-
ponent of Wall Street’s plans for 1940.

We must keep this background in mind in
reviewing the current upturn in business and
industry, and in evaluating the economic per-
spectives for 1939. From May through No-
vember of last year there was an unbroken
increase in production, the index of the Fed-
eral Reserve Board rising from 76 to 103
(1923-25 taken as 100). During December
the upward movement began to falter, al-
though the index may rise further because
of its adjustment for seasonal variations.
This is a warning signal: production now
runs ahead of consumption. Unless pur-
chasing power is bolstered and increased, the
economic curve may dip once again, as in

the fall of 1937.

A picture of the upturn underscores this
fact. Its driving force was the relief and
recovery program of the administration. Of
course, by the late spring of ’38 the national
economy was in relatively favorable circum-
stances for the capitalists to make an advance.
Heavy inventories had been reduced; for ex-
ample, fifty large corporations cut their total
inventory from $286,000,000 in September
1937 to $205,000,000 in June 1938. Indus-
trial profits had been raised by scaling down
labor costs through speedup and labor-saving
machinery ; the Journal of Commerce reported
that “unit labor costs” fell from 120 to 95
during the first eleven months of the year.
Finally, the workers, because of the strength
of their unions, managed to preserve their
wage rates to a larger degree than in any
previous depression, thus keeping consumption
at a level higher than the depression low of
production. All of these factors indicated an
upturn through the action of the internal
forces of capitalism. But the accelerator was

the relief and recovery program of the ad-
ministration.

An important element in precipitating the
depression in 1937 had been the tapering off
of government expenditures in response to
reactionary pressure. During 1937, relief
expenditures had only amounted to about
$1,000,000,000 in contrast to the $4,000,-
000,000 spent in 1936. This was not the sole
cause of the economic tailspin (deliberate
economic sabotage by big business was another
important factor), but it was the immediate
cause of the unprecedented severity of the
decline. 'While there is no one-to-one rela-
tionship between relief expenditures and re-
covery, in this period the former are of great
value as a pump-primer.

Increased government expenditures had an
immediate effect on production. Consumers’
goods industries advanced first, as the result
of increased purchasing power, with heavy
industry following suit. WPA expenditures
were expanded from $130,000,000 a month
in the latter part of 1937 to around $200,-
000,000 a month during the same period in
1938. Another source of added purchasing
power was the $50,000,000 a month paid out
by the states as unemployment insurance bene-
fits. And PWA contracts gave jobs to the
unemployed in the heavy industries.

By the fall, the stimulus of WPA and social
security payments had been absorbed, and
production in the consumers’ goods industries
slowed its pace. Heavy industry, which had
begun its advance later, because of the slow
letting of PWA contracts, and the interval
required for light industry to begin placing
orders, continued to expand until November.

Now, the role of government expenditures
in increasing production in the light industries
is generally recognized. But their influence
upon the basic industries is not so well known,
although they were chiefly responsible for the
fall pickup. Increased consumption by WPA
workers led to greater production in the con-
sumers’ goods industries. They, in turn, or-
dered machinery and other products as their
volume of business increased. And finally,
the government speeded the upward push with
PWA contracts.

Although the New York Times attacks the
unbalanced budget, it has had to recognize
the importance of government spending in
the vital sector of heavy industry: ‘“Almost
all lettings [of constructional steel] are for
public works, chiefly with government aid.
Strictly commercial work remains conspicu-
ously light, as has been the case for seven
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years. Railroad buying amounts to virtually
nothing.” (Nov. 28, 1938.)

Building and railroads-are the most serious
obstacles to recovery. Construction in 1938
increased somewhat over 1937, but this was
almost entirely due to government activity.
Very few new factories and commercial build-
ings were erected, since the capitalists con-
centrated on reequipping their old plants
with labor-saving machinery. Public projects
accounted for 60 percent of all building con-
tracts awarded in recent months, and 75 per-
cent of all heavy engineering contracts.

We thus see that the present upturn is
primarily based on government expenditures.
Furthermore, it is principally a consumers’
goods revival, since the durable goods indus-
tries continue to lag as they have done ever
since 1933. This is not a sound basis for
recovery, which needs a great expansion of
production in heavy industry. The Federal
Reserve Board issued a warning in November:

The most recent increases in output have brought
production in some industries (especially in con-
sumers’ goods) up to the level of current consump-
tion; a further rise will depend to a considerable
extent on how far the effects of recovery to date
prove cumulative, and particularly when and to
what extent the improvement in business leads to
larger expenditures for durable goods by the public
utilities, railroads, and industry at large.

In other words, the limited rise in purchas-
ing power has already been outstripped by
production. Unless the government increases
relief expenditures and takes energetic action
to revive heavy industry, there will be a new
drop during the first months of this year. The
economic indexes tell the story. On December
21, the Annalist pointed out that production
had recovered 57 percent of its depression
losses, but the employment index had recov-
ered only 23 percent and the payroll index
only 29 percent.

With December a month of easing pro-
duction, the people and the government must
take immediate steps to prevent a new decline
and place the recovery movement on a sound
foundation. Above all, they must block the
program of Wall Street which would precipi-
tate a new disaster. What is needed is more
purchasing power; otherwise, rising inven-
tories will again cause trouble, as in 1937. In
the middle of 1938, after a year of depression,
Dun & Bradstreet reported that inventories
were higher than at the end of 1936, when
production reached its peak. They must be
approaching record levels again with produc-
tion ahead of consumption in many lines.

Instead of increasing purchasing power,
the reactionaries are threatening to end the
WPA, whose appropriation runs out on Feb.
7, 1939. ‘This would be a catastrophe not
only for the unemployed but for the entire
nation. Remember that WPA during the
1937-38 depression added some 1,700,000
workers to its rolls, while over three million
lost their jobs. Only half of those made job-
less were taken on the WPA, and at its peak
it gave jobs to but one-quarter of the unem-
ployed. And although production went up
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in the past six months, there was little reduc-
tion in the army of unemployed. In fact,
Leon Henderson, testifying before the govern-
ment monopoly committee, estimated that
production would have to rise 40 percent over
current rates to reemploy the jobless. Even
a return to 1929 levels would still leave seven
million permanently unemployed. (There are
about eleven million today.)

The continuation and expansion of relief
and recovery expenditures are essential. Wal-
ter Lippmann, unlike the more rabid reac-
tionaries, senses the danger of an abrupt cur-
tailment of expenditures. He argues that at
the present time “these activities cannot be
suspended or even seriously curtailed.” He
concludes that “the federal budget has now
become a platform, a floor, which sustains wage
rates, farm incomes, many industrial prices,
state and municipal activities all over the
country.” Removing that floor or seriously
weakening its supports would plunge the
country into chaos.

Wall Street’s curtailment program is made
more dangerous by the practices of the monop-
olies. They are constantly increasing speedup
and introducing labor-saving machinery which
displaces hundreds of thousands of workers.
Recently, the U. S. Steel Corp., to cite one
example, opened a giant $60,000,000 mill.
This one plant, according to the CIO, will
cause ten thousand steel workers to lose their
jobs, with 4,800 already fired. In the steel
industry as a whole, output per man-hour
rose 13 percent between 1929 and 1937.
But during the first nine months of 1938, out-
put per man-hour was increased by an addi-
tional 20 percent over the 1937 average. A
hundred thousand workers are thus faced with
loss of jobs, while the companies will make
huge profits, more than compensating them
for the 8 percent price reduction forced on
them last June.

The problem of technological unemployment
is becoming more acute. Prof. Frederick C.
Mills found that half of the decline in em-
ployment from 1929 to 1935 was due to the
increase in labor productivity. But instead
of reducing hours without a reduction in pay
rates, to provide more jobs, the tories are
pressing for more speedup and greater ra-
tionalization of industry at the expense of the
workers. Alfred P. Sloan, chairman of Gen-
eral Motors, expressed their hard-bitten atti-
tude when he said: “Distribute available work
among that number of workers, and no more,
who can be assured the desired standard of
hours of employment for the maximum pos-
sible part of the year. . .. As we reduce the
standard working week, while we move to-
wards greater leisure, we must accept a lower
standard of living.” More diplomatically, the
Journal of Commerce said that “industry is
at last catching up with the wage increase
of the 1936-37 period [through increased pro-
ductivity—D. R.]. It is highly important that
nothing be done to check this trend.”

Besides displacing workers, the monopolists
are sabotaging recovery in three important
sectors of industry. The railroads are not

FEDERAL
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even replacing wornout equipment. They are
interested only in milking the government to
pay interest charges on their heavily watered
capitalization. The public utilities, although
there is need for greater electrical output,
are spending but a fraction of their capital
outlay of the twenties. And in the building
field, new housing is barely keeping up with
the number of dwellings made obsolescent each
year. In each of these three branches of
industry, vested interests block government
activity, and withhold needed expansion, to
blackmail the New Deal. There is a ten-
dency for certain capitalist spokesmen to con-
coct billion-dollar orders which they claim
are held up by lack of “confidence.” But in
these three basic industries, and to a consid-
erable extent in industry as a whole, sabotage
does exist. It is important for progressives
to understand the purpose of this sitdown
strike against the New Deal.

Col. Leonard Ayres of the Cleveland Trust
Co., one of the more respectable of the
economic star-gazers for big business, put it
clearly: “Our utilities are not suffering seri-
ously from lack of profits. Their trouble is
a sort of nervous prostration caused by a
complete inability to plan ahead. . . . Because
of lack of faith in the future, American busi-
ness capital has not been replacing itself in
the years since the bottom of the depression.”
What will restore their “lack of faith”? The
answer is given by the Journal of Commerce:
“A marked increase in capital outlays by
the public utilities will depend on clarification
of the threat of government competition.”

You can be sure that the capitalists are not
cutting their own throats in a Spenglerian
gesture of defiance. Their sabotage dovetails
with their ruthless attack on all the social
achievements of the administration. They
want to plunge the nation into hard times in
order to demoralize the democratic forces
and prepare the way for a reactionary victory
in 1940. This aim lies behind the present
tactics of the Garner Democrats and the
Hoover-Vandenberg Republicans.  That is
why Democratic Sen. Harry F. Byrd of
Virginia recently made a plea for ending “fis-
cal insanity,” while, at the same time, his
Republican allies promise the impossible to
the discontented. Chairman Marriner Eccles
of the Federal Reserve Board hit the real
issue, when, in his reply to Byrd, he said
that drastic retrenchment would bring an-
other depression which would “‘jeopardize”
American democracy. Economic stagnation
as a preparatory stage for fascism is on the
agenda of the economic royalists.

To resist and defeat the plans of big busi-
ness the progressives need to fight, and really
fight hard, for recovery in behalf of the people.
Fortunately, the AFL, the CIO, and pro-
gressives generally, agree on the main out-
lines of such a program. It needs only the
spotlight of a national people’s legislative
conference, of the sort many labor leaders and
progressives have suggested, to focus the at-
tention of the people on the need for this
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“Professor Hanson is an expert on parasites.”

economic instrument, making for greater
security and democracy.

First on the order of the day is maintenance
and expansion of the WPA. Interlocked with
this should be a wide program of social im-
provements such as housing, public health,
education, flood control, conservation of natu-
ral resources, extension of the TVA project
to other parts of the country. Then there
should be aid for the farmers in the form of
cost-of-production prices, ample credits, etc.,
and protection for the small business man
against the encroachment of the trusts.

There still remains the problem of rein-
vigorating the heavy industries, for this is
the key to recovery. By nationalizing the rail-
roads, we would open the way for purchases
of rolling stock and other equipment. A vast
program of electrification, especially needed
in the rural areas, would involve similar large-
scale buying of machinery. Housing on a na-
tional scale would furnish many jobs, and
create demands for the products of the durable
goods industries. All of this leads up to the
central need of nationalizing the banks to pro-
vide easy going for the recovery program and
to break the grip of Wall Street.

Where will the money come from for such
an enormous undertaking? Through a pro-
gressive tax program which will tap the ac-
cumulated wealth of the economic overlords.
By closing the channels of tax evasion, by tax-
ing the billions of tax-exempt securities, by
increasing the capital-gains and excess-profits
taxes, by raising surtaxes on the super-profits
of the giant corporations, the national revenue
would be increased by a minimum of $3,000,-
000,000. A group of Harvard and Tufts
economists, with a milder tax program than
the one sketched here, estimated that over
$8,000,000,000 could be raised annually. And
as the national income grew, as the result of
the recovery measures, the tax revenue would
be even greater. This would cover the costs
of recovery, including greater social-security
benefits and adequate old-age pensions. Balanc-
ing the budget could then be sought in earnest,
since even this tax program would not con-
fiscate the $13,000,000,000 which was paid
out this year in interest, dividends, entre-
preneur profits, and corporation salaries.

Note that this is not a revolutionary pro-

gram; it is one which will operate within the
framework of capitalism, one that the capital-
ists are unwilling and unable to carry through.
It does not involve slick money schemes. Its
results would be apparent to the people in a
very short time. Naturally, Wall Street will
fight against it. But then, Wall Street is
sabotaging recovery right now. The advantage
of this progressive recovery program is that
it enables the people to take the offensive.
It inspires them with greater faith in the
possibility of defeating the billion-dollar ag-
gregates of massed capital. It provides props
for democracy, by extending control over Wall
Street. It will help assure a progressive vic-
tory in 1940.

So far, we have not taken into considera-
tion the imponderable of the second world
war, which may break out this spring. That
would throw our analysis completely out of
line, and no one can predict now what the
consequences might be. But in closing, we
should take note of the problem of national
security which Munich imposed upon the
United States. The progressive program for
recovery is necessarily linked with the ques-
tion of a positive peace policy, as President
Roosevelt emphasized in his opening message
to Congress. There would be little use in
striving for recovery behind the vain hope of
splendid isolation. Likewise, it would be equally
futile and even more dangerous to listen to
the reactionaries, who would sacrifice the wel-
fare of the people on the altar of an arma-
ments program dedicated to the munitions
ring. The question is not merely whether we
are going to have recovery, but what kind
it will be. Only a people’s recovery program
can provide new Impetus to the upward eco-
nomic movement and strengthen our defense
against fascist aggression.

*
Here, Sandy

FOOTNOTE on the passing of royalty, from
a Lord & Taylor ad in the New York
Times: “New playmate for your pup! The
Little King in nice chewy rubber, all dressed
up in the royal colors. 79 cents. Dog Acces-
sories, Street Floor.”
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Where Murder Is Safe

The Old_Regime Hangs On in Brooklyn

ROBERT ANGE & RICHARD H.iROVERE

HE charge “Murder is safe in Brook-

I lyn” led to the shelving of District

Attorney William F. X. Geoghan in
the infamous Drukman murder case. He was
superseded by Special Prosecutor Hiram C.
Todd, who successfully prosecuted the three
slayers of Samuel Drukman. Now Geoghan
has been superseded again—for the third time.
The man appointed to do the job which the
elected officials seem incapable of doing, John
Harlan Amen, has the same old allegation
to investigate: ‘“Murder is safe in Brook-
lyn.”

On June 23, 1937, a striker was murdered
on the picket line. As pickets trudged in
front of the Fein Tin Can Co., on Brook-
lyn’s shabby waterfront, a door suddenly
opened. A blackjack swung viciously, cracked
the head of Anthony Corbo. He died later
in the Long Island College Hospital of a
fractured skull.

The strike, conducted by the Steel Work-
ers Organizing Committee, was marked by
persistent interference and provocation by the
police commanded by Capt. Michael Richter
of the 84th Precinct. Richter is well known
to Brooklyn labor—and employers—for his
hearty cooperation with the latter during in-
dustrial disputes. Many a peaceful picket
line in his precinct has been battered into
a bloody mess by police. Wholesale arrests
of pickets and tender solicitude for scabs ac-
companied the police’s assaults on strikers.
True to form, Captain Richter had his men
on duty at the Fein Tin Can Co. the very
day Corbo was killed—yet there was no ar-
rest.

The police, together with the willing as-
sistants of District Attorney Geoghan, began
their inquiry with the assumption that Corbo
was killed by his fellow strikers. The pickets
were taken in custody and held incommuni-
cado by the investigators. A full week elapsed
before Hyman Fein and his son Irving, own-
ers of the plant, and seven guards furnished
by the Harry J. Connor Detective Agency
were queried about Corbo’s murder.
(“Queried” is the word; that tabloid favorite
“grilled” won’t do in this case.)

After much insistence, the strikers’ charge
of police laxity was examined by Inspector
Harry L. (Give ’em Hell) Lobdell. The
cops were cleared.

In spite of the conviction of the Drukman
killers obtained by Special Prosecutor Todd
—who charged taxpayers $600 a day for his
services—the public is again faced with the
question “Is murder safe in Brooklyn?” And
with this question comes the less dramatic but

fundamentally more significant problem of cor-
rupt public officials infesting Kings County,
grafting hundreds of thousands of dollars
wherever they can, obliging employers wher-
ever possible by lending official support and
material assistance to the fight against union-
ism.

John Harlan Amen, previously an assistant
United States attorney and an affable young
racket buster, came into this scene of venality
in Brooklyn as a result of what the newspapers
call, coyly and without further explanation,
the fur racket.

The fur racket is just another shakedown
game which flourished in Brooklyn and in New
Jersey. It is not a racket in the sense of a
gigantic, well knit monopoly such as the late
Dutch Schultz organized. It was just a
crooked scheme operated by a few-hardup ex-
convicts.

But it takes more than a few ex-cons to run
a racket. Organized crime cannot flourish
without political protection. Here’s how it
worked in Brooklyn.

A man bought, borrowed, or stole one or
two high-quality pelts, took them to a fur
dealer, and told him that he had a truckload
of similar furs for sale—cheap. He gave the
impression that they were stolen. At any
rate they had to be sold in a hurry. The
racketeer took the dealer to the truck and
the two started for the dealer’s warehouse.

On the way a carful of cops overtook
the truck, arrested the dealer for receiving
stolen goods. Of course they ostensibly ar-
rested the racketeer too. The dealer, natu-
rally, went into a song and dance: how did
he know the goods were “hot”? It soon
developed that the whole thing might be
hushed up for a small sum—say $2,000. The
dealer, fortunately, always brought such a
sum along to pay for the furs once they
were delivered.

This double-dealing had been practiced a
few times when one merchant became sus-
picious, After walking a few blocks from
the truck, he returned and saw the cops and
the racketeers in a vacant lot splitting the
money he'd just given them.

Early last summer several of these rack-
eteers were arrested, including the thrice-
convicted Isidore Juffe, but the case was
thrown out of court.

Two weeks later several of the fur-case
racketeers were rearrested and held in bail
of $100,000 each. Juffe was not among
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them. Why? Juffe’s answer was simple: “I
paid plenty.”

First Deputy Commissioner of Correction
David Marcus learned about an alleged bribe
from prisoners in the city jail. He passed
the information along to his boss, Mayor
LaGuardia, who promptly ordered his ace
Commissioner of Investigation William B.
Herlands, to check up.

Meanwhile the rumor got around Brook-
lyn that the amount of the bribe was $2,800
and that it had been passed to a certain
prosecuting official. Geoghan began to do
some questioning and, as a result, Juffe was
arrested again and freed again. It was get-
ting monotonous. As he walked out of court
he was arrested again—for the third time—
this time by Police Inspector Michael F.
McDermott. McDermott and Herlands took
Juffe away from Geoghan and presumably
obtained the entire story of the fur racket
and the bribe system.

If Geoghan were brighter than he is, he
would have indicted Troy, McDermott, and
Herlands then and there for conspiracy to
obstruct justice. Instead, he satisfied himself
by indicting Juffe and six others, including
three cops, for grand larceny in the fur
case.

By indicting Juffe, Geoghan got him away
from Herlands, but it was too late. After
casting a few hints that members of the dis-
trict attorney’s staff were involved, Herlands
marched up to Governor Lehman’s Park
Avenue home and demanded that Geoghan
be superseded.

Conveniently, on October 15, at the height
of the furor created by the fur scandal,
7,200 arrest records were stolen from the
Bergen Street, Brooklyn, police station. Prior
to that reports had appeared in the press that
Herlands was investigating the acceptance
of bail-bond bribes in Brooklyn police sta-
tions. It was widely known that police offi-
cials made quite a little racket out of ad-
mitting prisoners to bail. It was also quite
obvious that in order to prosecute these prac-
tices fully, an examination of the arrest records
would be necessary. Their theft, on the eve
of possible investigation, proved, of course,
the truth of the reports.

Governor Lehman had no choice but to
put Geoghan on the shelf for the third time.
He appointed Amen to take over investiga-
tion of the fur racket, the theft of the police
records, and vested him with the authority to
investigate the three criminal courts of Brook-
lyn, the Commissioner of Jurors, and the
Department of Correction.

Amen is not a newcomer to the wide field
of rackets. -As assistant United States attor-
ney, he had put one ‘“Socks” Lanza, who
presided over the fish rackets, in jail. He
broke Ciro Terranova’s artichoke racket
and secured indictments against the almost
legendary Lepke and Gurrah.

The result of his diligence in the current
series of scandals will be the political sensa-
tion of the decade, unrivaled by anything



8

since the series -of exposures and arrests in
the halcyon Walker era.

A prominent member of the Brooklyn
judiciary can book a cell in Sing Sing prison,
for he is certain to make his residence there
as a result of his misconduct in certain bail-
bond cases.

Another judge, a state senator, and a prom-
inent Democratic leader may keep him com-
pany there. This trio is alleged to have
accepted a bribe from a robbery defendant
who was to plead guilty and receive a sus-
pended sentence.

Of course there are countless other cases
of this kind of corruption, many of which
have found their way into the metropolitan
press. But, as is usually the case with rackets
and graft in municipal politics, there is a
side to the story that has not been told any-
where, and is not, thus far, on the investiga-
tion. It is the story of anti-union reaction,
the handmaiden of political corruption.

The previously cited murder of Anthony
Corbo is but one of a long series of events
which will show, when aired, that the
agencies of public protection function against
organized labor in Brooklyn. The grand-jury
system, the lower courts, the police, the dis-
trict attorney’s office—all have delivered the
goods to anti-labor employers. A Brooklyn
injunction is as easily obtained as a Reno
divorce, and if a struck employer is hard put
for scabs, he need only look to certain allies
in the police department—who will either
provide the strikebreakers or dispatch a corps
of cops to take over the strikers’ work.

Bail is used against labor, What is intended
as a guarantee of the defendant’s appearance
has been used, by raising the amount out of
all proportion, to penalize strikers and unions
with slim bank accounts.

Take the grand-jury system, for example.
A grand jury, supposedly, is a picked body
" of citizens—picked, in typical capitalist fash-
ion, from among landowning burghers—whose
proper business it is to examine evidence and
grant or refuse indictments, Obviously, it
is in the public interest to see that a grand
jury is chosen from as widely representative
a body as the law will allow. But in Brook-
lyn a grand jury is almost a standing body,
and certain men make jury duty a profes-
sion. Thus we find that one man has
headed five grand juries, another four. Both
men, Fred G. Schafer and Edward J. Mec-
Carthy, president of the large florist firm of
Weir’s, have time and again acted against
labor, and both, oddly enough, happen to
belong to the same Elks Lodge—No. 22,
which boasts another politically distinguished
member, District Attorney William F. X.
Geoghan.

In April 1937 there were widespread ma-
rine and shipyard strikes. The additional
grand jury for April pronounced labor unions
a racket. By another coincidence, the foreman
of this grand jury was Irving E. Jakobson,
son of the owner of Jakobson & Peterson,
ship-builders.

Brooklyn grand juries can be counted on

We Shall Love

Can we sing these days

purely of love and nothing else?

no hard word dropped in the simple song
like a stone in a quiet pool ?

When the names of oppressors are gone
and their ways are forgotten,

and there is no shadow

that goes with a man through life,

we shall sing, using the same old words
with a sure joy in the sound,

there will be love with the singing,
the shadows be made by the sun

or the natural night.

We shall sleep unafraid in the world
and gladly arise in the morning.

This, my own girl, wife of the digger,
girl of the sailor home from the sea,
will be life in a world made over
by such as we.

ALexANDER F. BrrgmaN.

* Kk *

to do the dirty work of the employers and
employer-minded politicians with a consis-
tency too great to be accidental. On numerous
occasions they have commended the office of
District Attorney Geoghan when Geoghan’s
attorneys have been attacked. During the
famous strike of workers on the Brooklyn
Daily Eagle, a grand jury put aside its
proper business, which was to investigate cur-
rent rackets, to issue a Girdlerian statement
recommending that the restraint of pickets no
longer be a matter for “the discretion of the
police.” ‘The police had been doing very
nicely, but the jury, foremanned by repeater
Fred G. Shafer, felt that even stronger
measures should be taken to make Brook-
lyn “a safe place for children and adults.”
That jury finished its term of racket in-
vestigation with the discovery of only one
racket—organized labor.

An example of what does happen when an
honest juror finds his way to grand-jury duty
was seen recently, in a story which did make
the press, when a union cab driver who re-
fused to ride with other jurymen in a scab
taxi was thrown off the jury and reprimanded
by the presiding judge.

Late in 1937, during the course of the
guild strike against the Eagle, the waiters
of a large Brooklyn restaurant, Joe Sar-
tori’s, were on strike. ‘The owner applied
for a writ of injunction to Justice John H.
McCooey, Jr., whose father, it is interesting
to note, was formerly widely known as the
Democratic boss of Brooklyn. At any rate,
the injunction Sartori asked for was granted
immediately.

It has since developed, in affidavits signed
by waiters, that Sartori had issued orders
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never to bill the Judge McCooey or members
of his family for food or liquor.

The strike that turned up the greatest
mess was one conducted by the employees of
the affiliated firms of John Mullins & Sons
and the Mason Furniture Co. Signed affi-
davits, in the possession of the business agent
of the United Retail Workers local which
conducted the strike, give a fair example of
the methods of cooperation. Police were as-
signed to ride the firms’ trucks during the
strike; police were seen moving furniture
and in other ways doing the jobs normally
handled by regular employees; an electric
refrigerator was delivered to Capt. Michael
Richter, who supplied the strikebreaking cops,
and a suite of furniture to the particularly
cooperative Police Inspector Bishop, both items
accompanied by the stipulation to “forget the
bill.” ‘

The strike against the Brooklyn Jewish
Hospital, early in 1937, provoked national
discussion and was finally investigated by
the La Follette Civil Liberties Committee
in ‘Washington. It brought forth an excep-
tionally repressive injunction, which held that
no strike could be called against a charitable,
educational, or religious institution; strikers
were enjoined from picketing or establishing
headquarters within three blocks of the hos-
pital. :

At the time it was held, as one of the
chief points of the management and the
Brooklyn officials who prosecuted the strikers,
that because the elevators were not in ser-
vice, a baby patient had died. That was the
sworn and accepted testimony of Dr. Benja-
min Kramer, the hospital’s chief pediatrician
and the dead child’s attending physician.

That baby did not die while the strike
was in progress, but afterward, when the
strikers had been arrested and the hospital
was functioning normally—with all elevators
running,

Thus far the labor side of the corruption
in Brooklyn politics has not seen the light
of print or official investigation. What will
come of the Amen inquiry, aside from a few
arrests and appointive changes? If the labor
side is properly exposed, as Brooklyn pro-
gressives are urging, the whole case will take
on a far different complexion.

As a rule the exposures of Tammany thiev-
ing and racketeering means jobs for Repub-
licans by the next election. In this instance,
however, with a labor angle more sordid than
even big-time graft, the Republicans have
little to hearten them, for their own labor
record is far from sweet. The obvious answer
to the problem is the American Labor Party,
which can commit itself both to honest mu-
nicipal government and to a square deal for
labor. It is stronger in Kings County than
anywhere in the state, and with the increas-
ing aid of the Transport Union—which can,
if it wants, take the strong Irish vote away
from reactionary Democrats—the ALP will
have its best chance to commend itself to
voters.
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Why Kluckhohn Left

The Inaccurate Gentleman from the Tymes

HU WILLIAMSON

Mexico City.

AsT week Frank L. Kluckhohn, corre-
spondent of the New York Times in
Mexico, was deported from a country

he cordially disliked, because his conduct was
“in every respect incongruous with the most
elementary journalistic etiquette.” The de-
portation took place under Article 74 of the
General Law of Population which provides
that “. . . the secretary of the interior may
bar the entry of undesirable foreigners.”

In a dignified explanatory statement, the
government’s Department of Press and Pub-
licity charged the Times correspondent with
refusing to document his dispatches and print-
ing “inaccuracies and alarming prophecies as
to the supposed paths of national policy.” The
department explained that Mexico had no in-
tention of abandoning freedom of the press,
but that Kluckhohn had been guilty of “ma-
levolently misconstruing the doctrine of the
Mexican government, causing animosity
among foreign people toward us, and so con-
tributing to the placing of obstacles to the
friendly relations between Mexico and vari-
ous governments—such as that of the United
States.”

As these words are being written, Mr.
Kluckhohn is issuing statements that he has
become the focus of a general attack by the
Mexican government against foreign corre-
spondents. Frantically searching for instances
of government repression against honest jour-
nalists, Kluckhohn charged that a certain
news agency had been fined 5,000 pesos. As
a matter of fact, this “fine” was simply a
three years’ back-tax assessment on the United
Press. William Lander, the UP correspon-
dent, repudiated the Kluckhohn accusation
categorically. ““This assessment,” he stated,
“is in no way a fine and has nothing to do
with any intimidation of myself for sending
news out.”

For over a year, high officials of the Mexi-
can government have been protesting to the
New York Times concerning the tendentious
and inaccurate character of Kluckhohn’s
dispatches. Last summer the Times made
an investigation. It now asserts that the re-
sults completely exonerated Kluckhohn.

The Times’ decision to keep Kluckhohn
in Mexico left the government with two clear
alternatives: acquiescence or deportation. The
latter course gave this erratic correspondent
the painless luxuries of martyrdom to the
much abused principle of freedom of the press.
It permitted sinister editorial writers to
charge that Mexico had gone the way of the
totalitarian countries. However, it elimi-
nated Kluckhohn’s more or less fanciful edi-

torials, bearing a Mexican dateline, from the
news pages of the Times.

There is complete freedom of the press
within Mexico. Fascist sheets circulate with
impunity. Attacks are made in the local
press against prominent government officials
which, if made in the United States, would
land their authors in jail on criminal libel
charges. When a Mexico City magazine ac-
cused Damaso Cardenas of grafting on the
Guadalajara highway contract, the president
immediately ordered a thorough investigation
of his brother’s conduct. Damaso was exon-
erated, but no legal action was taken against
the magazine which published the libelous
charges. Foreign correspondents are free to
write and wire what they will. The Car-
denas government imposes no censorship what-
soever on Western Union dispatches, and mail
crosses the border unopened.

In the case of Kluckhohn, the issue was
whether Mexico could tolerate the presence
of a newspaperman who published continual
misstatements of fact, refused to verify wild
stories, and showed a degree of irresponsi-
bility in his writings which should have led
to his recall. The second issue involved was
that Kluckhohn tended to dramatize his posi-
tion as a reporter. He evidently considered
his mission to be that of “‘exposing” the Mexi-
can government at every hand, laying bare
imaginary fascist plots to oust United States
influence from the country, and cabling a
false report to the effect that the Latin-
American Labor Congress was seeking to raise
wages here to United States levels.

First, as to pure journalistic blundering.
Kluckhohn once characterized the notorious
fascist organ Nowedades, as a “left-wing”
sheet. The day before the oil expropriation,
he reported that Cairdenas was bluffing. The
day before the Cedillo revolt, he wired that
“If the government hoped to prod General
Cedillo into action, it had failed, as was a
foregone conclusion.”

If accurate prediction is one of the measur-
ing rods of good journalism, correct report-
ing of fact is its first essential. When Car-
denas took over the important Nueva Italia
and Lombardia plantations in Michoacan,
Kluckhohn wrote that the owners had been
reimbursed although dispossessed American
landlords in other parts of the country were
getting nothing. He hinted darkly that the
fact that these proprietors were Italo-Mexi-
cans (and therefore under the protection of
the world fascist alliance) explained this sin-
gular decision to pay compensation. After the
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story had been printed, the former plantation
owner, Cusi, issued a statement that he had
not received a cent and that the Kluckhohn
dispatch was manufactured out of whole cloth.

To send a story which is damaging in the
extreme to a foreign government, with abso-
lutely inadequate verification, is bad enough.
Moreover, no reporter who knew Mexico
would have placed any credence in the report.
During Cardenas’ presidential campaign, sev-
eral workers were killed in a labor dispute
on the Cusi properties, and the young candi-
date immediately wired a request that Cusi
turn his haciendas over to the workers. Thus
the Italian landlord was the last man whom
Mexico would wish to pay. Besides, Italian
influence in Mexico is negligible, and even if
the German ministry were in a position to
dictate to Cardenas (which it emphatically is
not), there is little reason to believe it would
intervene on behalf of Italian nationals,

The Kluckhohn attack on the Mexican gov-
ernment has been ramified and adroit. It has
been guerrilla warfare with continuously
shifting positions. As a defender of American
property, the Times correspondent appealed
tearfully for an embargo on silver purchases
from Mexico—a decision which, had it been
taken at the time, would have resulted in
profound economic crisis and possibly the
armed overthrow of the Cirdenas government.
As a “radical,” the same Kluckhohn assailed
Mexico for economic relations with Nazi Ger-
many and exaggerated the political implications
of these relations. As an economic “expert,”
Kluckhohn published misleading reports con-
cerning the Mexican Treasury’s position
which convinced American business men that
financial conditions here are most unsound,
Characteristic of Kluckhohn the economist
was an item that government aid to coopera-
tively operated mines would increase produc-
tion and hence damage the competitive posi-
tion of American-owned silver mines. Since
the U. S. Treasury buys silver at a fixed price,
this was arrant nonsense. As a labor ‘“‘ex-
pert,” Kluckhohn published reports that oil
workers were ruled by an “iron dictatorship”
—oconsisting of their trade-union leaders. Did
the correspondent believe that Standard Oil
and Royal Dutch Shell were citadels of prole-
tarian democracy ?

The background of Mexico’s decision in-
volves the scurrilous R. L. Martin articles in
the New York Engquirer; the mendacious
vaporizing of Henry Allen in the New York
Herald Tribune; and the exotic theories of
Fred Pasley in the New York Daily News.
As far as the Allen series is concerned, it may
be recalled that this Kansas correspondent
quotes Trotsky as calling Cirdenas a Com-
munist, If the Coyoacan exile made such an
inane remark, it must be assumed that he is
attempting to force Mexico to deport him.
The Pasley reports of an alleged alliance be-
tween Cardenas, Lombardo Toledano, and
Trotsky are so contrary to easily verified fact
that Mexico finds it difficult to believe that
the entire American capitalist press is not
mercenary.
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Hearst Over America The Cradle Will Rock

Bill Gropper, 40

HIS WEEK we are celebrating

Bill Gropper’s fortieth birth-
day by giving him a week off. As
an anniversary tattoo to this great
political artist of our time, and a
birthday bouquet to devoted Grop-
perists, we are reprinting eight of
his old cartoons which are as dis-
concerting to the people’s enemies
this week as they were when they
first appeared on this page.

THE EDITORS.

?I

i Tighten Up Bank Night



Bank Night
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WPA Front Stiffens

NOTABLE stiffening of New Deal lines

on the WPA front has confounded
those who, after the House lopped $150,000,-
000 off the President’s requested $875,000,-
000 appropriation, believed that the adminis-
tration would be routed in the Senate with
equal ease. What has happened is that the
people have swung into action. The AFL,
the CIO, the Workers Alliance, the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, the United States Confer-
ence of Mayors, and many thousands of “‘the
folks back home” have spoken up—with the
result that the relief-cutting drive has been
slowed up considerably and may ultimately
be defeated.

The bi-partisan tory coalition leading the
drive has been compelled to alter its tactics.
The flank attack has replaced the direct as-
sault: the majority report of the Senate
Appropriations Committee provides that
WPA dismissals until April 1 be limited to
5 percent of those now on the rolls. This is,
in fact, an admission that the large-scale
reduction of WPA contemplated by the
reactionaries would entail serious hardships.
But as Senator McKellar, who submitted
a minority report, points out, the program
of the tory Democrats and Republicans
would mean that after April 1 WPA would
be cut by two-thirds until no more than
about 1,050,000 are left on the rolls at the
end of June. This, as Senator Wagner em-
phasizes, would be a serious blow to recovery.

The Workers Alliance is organizing a
nationwide push for a WPA appropriation
of at least $875,000,000; on Saturday, Janu-
ary 28, parades for “jobs and recovery” will
be held in all parts of the country. The gains
that have been made during the past week
demonstrate the power of organized action.
They vindicate the judgment of NEew

Massgs that the election results have not
necessarily predetermined the activity of Con-
gress, If the New Deal wins the WPA fight,
it will be in an excellent position to move
forward on other fronts.

Barricades in Barcelona

s Franco’s divisions storm the outer

defenses of Barcelona Mussolini calls
the 1901 class of reserves to arms. Il Duce’s
warships shuttle off the coast of Barcelona.
The invaders are throwing everything they’ve
got into the giant battle. The peril is ex-
treme; it cannot be ignored. To democrats
throughout the world, it dare not.

Mussolini is determined to win a Medi-
terranean Munich. Pre-condition to that is
a Franco Barcelona. That the men of Cata-
lonia will fight to the end is a foregone con-
clusion. Spain will never forget Madrid.
The beautiful Barcelona streets leading to
the front are black with old men, young
men out to build the fortifications, to man
the barricades. Women march with them.

But there are not enough rifles to go
around. The Catalans go to forestall the
assaults of the invaders—and their hands are
empty. That abominable thing called “non-
intervention” has afforded Franco the thirty
thousand shells daily to put through his
gains; it has stolen the rights of the loyalists.

The fascist armies race against time,
against world opinion. Men like Henry L.
Stimson have spoken up; Anthony Eden ex-
pressed it well when he castigated the policies
of retreat to the dictators. He contrasted the
withdrawal of the International Brigades
by the government with the “large-scale par-
ticipation of foreigners” on Franco’s side.

“Foreign airmen bombing, foreign ar-
tillery shelling, and foreign infantry march-
ing across Spanish soil,” Eden said, would
be responsible should Franco win.

“How can any of us deny,” he asked,
“that if Franco wins, his victory will be a
foreign victory?” Eden said a lot but not
quite enough,

This “foreign victory” would be a fascist
victory: a terrible defeat to democracy on
a worldwide scale. That is the corollary.

It dare not happen. As Gabriel Péri said
yesterday in France “Everything is threat-
ened—but everything may still be saved.”

Action, indefatigable action on the part
of all democrats, is the way to win. The
war is being fought in Spain, but it can be
lost in Washington. Or won there.

Above all, Americans should note this
news dispatch:

Fourteen submarines capable of operating in
American waters were laid down for the Italian

Navy during 1938.

Remember that.

11
New Anti-Lynching Bill

HE Wagner-Van Nuys-Gavagan Anti-

Lynching Bill which was approved last
term by the House and sabotaged by South-
ern tories in the Senate, has been modified
for resubmission to the Senate. With the
additional sponsorship of Senator Capper,
the new bill contains two main changes:
(1) Where the original bill held enforce-
ment officials in a lynch area liable for
criminal suit and made the county govern-
ment responsible for damages, the new bill
puts the burden of proof on the parties
bringing suit instead of requiring the author-
ities to clear themselves. The distinction
makes it much more difficult to obtain con-
victions but counterbalances that with a
provision that calls for Federal Bureau of
Investigation assistance in fixing responsibil-
ity. (2) The new bill removes gangster
killings from the lynching category.

The new bill has the President’s approval
and also mass support from the South itself,
organized since the first attempt to outlaw
lynching. The Southern senators who fili-
bustered the first version off the floor are
thus backed into a difficult strategic position,
although Senator Connally of Texas, one of
the leaders of these throwbacks, announces
that he will run off at the mouth long enough
to kill the new bill. There have been seven
lynchings since the original introduction of
the bill; no convictions. The bill’s effective-
ness in preventing lynching is proved by the
fact that there were no mob murders from
the time of its introduction until it was
smothered by the reactionary yelling mara-
thon. The lynch vermin laid off until their
defenders guaranteed them immunity. Then
seven lynchings occurred to reward the brave
senators’ battle for states’ rights. The new
Anti-Lynching Bill provides the answer to
this crime. It must pass.

New York Scareheads
THE New York papers have had a full

year’s portion of municipal scandals in
the past ten days. The scareheads started on
January 17 when District Attorney Thomas
E. Dewey announced that eight employees
of the Independent Subway System had
mulcted the company and the public of
$1,500,000 in nickels. Later in the week
Republican Councilman Joseph Clark Bald-
win charged that the city police under Com-
missioner Valentine were less than efficient;
in fact, Baldwin said, more than a murder
a day was being committed in Harlem alone
and thousands of gambling and vice estab-
lishments were functioning without any trace
of police interference. And all the time these
stories were getting front-page space, John
Harlan Amen’s sensational investigation was
being carried on in Brooklyn.
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Mr. Dewey is an ambitious little man
who often sticks closer to the headlines than
to the facts. Before he was troubled by vi-
sions of the Executive Mansion in Albany,
he turned in some nice jobs and was respon-
sible for exposing and prosecuting some of
New York’s most notorious municipal skull-

duggery. But Dewey’s story of the subway-

steals is a bit hard to take. For $1,500,000
makes a lot of nickels, too many, indeed,
for eight ordinary men to cart away unno-
ticed in six months. It is more than prob-
able, of course, that someone was taking
advantage of the inadequate machinery of
the Independent turnstiles, which permitted
them to be turned back so that there was no
way of checking income, but the figures Mr.
Dewey gave were multiplied beyond all rea-
son and given far more newspaper space than
they deserved.

Mr. Baldwin’s charges, if they had been
specific, would have been more serious. But
the figures Baldwin gave for murders in
Harlem far exceceded the average for the
entire city, and he refused to explain his
points about vice and gambling. What the
charged boiled down to was animosity toward
the LaGuardia administration and LaGuar-
dia’s appointee, Valentine. Valentine, to date,
has been more efficient than most of his
predecessors, and if there be any doubt of
LaGuardia’s desires for a decent police de-
partment, we advise our readers to turn to
the article on Brooklyn by Robert Ange and
Richard H. Rovere in this issue. It was La-
Guardia who, hearing of police corruption
in Brooklyn, turned investigators to the situ-
ation. If, in addition, the anti-labor activities
of certain precinct captains in Brooklyn are
exposed and the men prosecuted, it will be
a victory for the LaGuardia city administra-
tion and the borough’s people. Murder, as
the article points out, is still safe in Brook-
lyn, but it has nothing to do with the pres-
ent city regime; on the contrary, it is so be-
cause the old regime has been permitted to
linger beyond its time in Brooklyn.

Hitler-Franco “Culture”

LTHOUGH it has long been obvious to
A all intelligent observers that the press
and propaganda of Franco’s Spain are di-
rected by Goebbels, the recently announced
“cultural pact” between the Nazi govern-
ment and Franco’s junta should assure that
the Nazification of rebel Spain will proceed
apace.

A Francoist Mein Kampf has already been
prepared called W hat Is the “New Spirit”?
and its author is one of the chiefs of the
Burgos Ministry of Education, José Pemar-
tin. It contains such dogma as: “We have
said before that we in Spain had the right
to be more papist than the Pope, in the

same way we can be more fascist than fascism
itself, because our fascism must be perfect,
absolute”; “ ‘Fascism is a religious concep-
tion,” Mussolini has written.”

Numerous Catholic clergy in the United
States who support the definitely anti-Catho-
lic and illegal rebellion of France might very
well profit from the experience of the Aus-
trian hierarchy, the German hierarchy, and
the prisoners of the Vatican. By their actions
in protesting the lifting of the embargo on
republican Spain, they are throwing the
Catholic Church in Spain into the hands of
its great enemy—fascism. They can hardly
expect forgiveness from their people or their
church, for they know what they do.

Patents and Profits

HOW many Americans would be willing
to buy a radio tube that lasts fifty
times as long as the best now available?
This is no academic question. There really
is such a tube. But nobody can buy it. The
reason can be summed up in one word—
monopoly.

Testimony before the Monopoly Commit-
tee last week wrote a new chapter in the
story of monopolistic abuse of the patent laws.
Dr. Frank B. Jewett, president of the Bell
Telephone Laboratories, Inc., coolly told the
committee that a 50,000-hour vacuum tube
had been in use over the long-distance circuits
of the Bell system since 1923. This tube
could be produced for radio purposes by
the Radio Corp. of America and the General
Electric Co., but they don’t do it be-
cause, said Dr. Jewett, “it isn’t commercially
to their advantage.” The next day the com-
mittee learned that the monopolistic corpo-
rations had also not found it commercially
to their advantage to place television on the
market.

Last week’s testimony is particularly inter-
esting in view of the fact that in 1935 Gerard
Swope, president of General Electric, appear-
ing before the House Patents Committee,
categorically denied that RCA and General
Electric ever suppress inventions. In an
illuminating article in the November issue
of the Annals of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science, Dr. Bernhard
J. Stern of Columbia University shows that
such suppression is common practice.

Technological “birth control” is especially
characteristic of the present epoch of capi-
talist decay. It is unknown in the Soviet
Union where, as was pointed out in a recent
United States government survey, Techno-
logical Trends and National Policy, ‘‘tech-
nological progress is being fostered as a
means of achieving the governmental objec-
tive of a Socialist, planned, large-scale econ-
omy for the satisfaction of expanding con-
sumers’ needs.” But even in capitalist Amer-

-
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ica legislative measures can be taken to pro-
vide some protection for the public against
the monopolistic perversion of the intent of
the patent laws.

Fortifying Guam

HE proposal to fortify the island of

Guam seems to have stirred up con-
siderable quantities of printer’s ink. The
Japanese press has replied to the proposal,
which was contained in the report of the
Naval Board headed by Rear Admiral Hep-
burn, by threatening to “‘smash” the Ameri-
can fleet—no doubt in the same convincing
manner in which the Japanese “smashed”
the Soviet army at Changkufeng last sum-
mer. And certain tories and professional
pacifists have raised a clamor that fortifica-
tion of this strategic island in the Pacific
would “provoke” Japan.

We confess ourselves enormously unim-
pressed with the argument about not “pro-
voking” Japan. It is this argument that
formed the noose around Austria, Czecho-
slovakia, and, if the fascists and “non-pro-
vokers” have their way, around Spain. It
is the Japanese policy of provocation and
aggression in the Far East that makes neces-
sary additional defense measures on the part
of this country. And if the fortification of
Guam is necessary for the defense of the
United States and its possessions—and the
experts say that it is—the question of whether
or not the Japanese will like it is decidedly
beside the point.

President Roosevelt has indicated, how-
ever, that the island will not necessarily be
fortified immediately. The sum of $5,000,-
000 for this purpose is merely authorized in
legislation introduced in Congress. There is
the clear intimation that whether or not
this authorization becomes an appropriation
depends on how the Japanese behave.

This whole question, moreover, needs to
be correlated with our foreign policy. A
trade embargo against Japan, which now
secures in this country more than 50 percent
of the materials for the prosecution of its
war against China, will do more to halt
aggression in the Pacific than the mere for-
tification of a half-dozen Guams.

A Backward Step

N SUSPENDING two locals of the Ameri-

can Federation of Teachers last week,
the Central Trades and Labor Council of
New York did a grave disservice to the
labor movement. The reasons given for the
suspension indicate that reactionary forces
in the AFL are prepared to outdo the Dies
committee in their effort to smash progressive
trade unionism. The Teachers Union locals
are accused of taking part in allegedly ‘“Com-
munist” activities. Specifically, these activi-
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ties are: (1) cooperation with the Workers
Alliance in its campaign to prevent WPA
cuts; (2) participation in the American Con-
gress for Peace and Democracy, at which
two million other trade unionists were repre-
sented; and (3) welcoming home the vet-
erans of the Abraham Lincoln Battalion.
Such brazen Red-baiting gives aid and com-
fort to the enemies of the New Deal and
to the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo axis.

The truth is that both the WPA local
and the College Teachers local of New York
have carried on trade-union work which is
in the best traditions of the AFL. The WPA
local has cooperated energetically with the

AFL in the fight for the WPA program. -

The college local has fought consistently,
and to a considerable extent successfully, for
tenure and salary rights of teachers, for
democratization of the schools, and for the
economic rights of non-instructional groups
in the colleges. The attack on these locals
can only serve to widen the distance between
industrial and white-collar workers—a step
backward for the labor movement—and to
obstruct the efforts of President Green and
the AFL to retain WPA at full strength.
The fight of the Teachers Union locals de-
serves the widest support.

Serpents in Detroit

HE serpent in Eden was guileless in
comparison with the strategists of big
business. They are out to cripple, divide, and
ultimately, if they can do it, completely
destroy trade unionism in America. In this
light we can understand what is happening
in the United Automobile Workers Union.
Here is not merely a battleground of per-
sonalities, but a plot to destroy the union.
The chief conspirators are the Ford Motor
Co., Father Coughlin, the Lovestoneites,
Homer Martin. Their plot is one of a series.
Remember that this attempt to split the
UAW occurs simultaneously with the expira-
tion of the agreements of the auto workers,
the miners, the steel employees. The first
skirmishes of the far-flung offensive occur
in Detroit; but the open-shop generals expect
to attack all the way down the line.

The indictment drawn up by the Execu-
tive Board of the UAW against Homer
Martin is not only revealing, it is startling.
Here, implemented by names, places, dates,
is a picture of treachery. It is obvious, as the
indictment states, that Martin has worked
“to create a secession movement within the
union with the view of destroying the union
and building a dual organization among the
auto workers.” For these reasons the union
is holding a special convention in Cleveland,
March 20—and the Executive Board has
elected R. J. Thomas, formerly Martin’s
closest associate, to the acting presidency.

The entire picture is clearer: the assault
is not only on the UAW; it is on the CIO.
But the enemies of labor won’t stop with the
CIO. The AFL will be next; in fact, all
labor organizations are menaced by the plot.

‘We can see why the Scripps-Howard press
took the line it did in presenting the Stolberg
articles. We can see why big business hires
George Sokolsky for his excellent advice.
It’s a big war, and the enemy has plenty of
money—and men who can be bought for
money. Those of us who have other stand-
ards must pull together at this juncture of
our history—or they will take us separately,
one by one.

The People’s Health

MEDICAL surveys show that only people
with annual incomes over $2,000 get
anything like adequate medical care. Eco-
nomic surveys show that over 75 percent of
the American people do not have annual
incomes over $2,000.

It was this situation which prompted
President Roosevelt and other New Dealers
to urge Congress to accept the outlines of a
national health program and work them out
in further detail. The program President
Roosevelt proposed last Monday would be
one of cooperation between state and federal
government, Through the extension of the
present Social Security Act, approximately
$850,000,000 would be expended, mostly
through grants-in-aid to the states, to develop
clinics and health centers, maternal and
child-health services throughout the country.

The plan should receive the approbation
and active support of all progressives. As it
stands, it is flexible enough to be made to
fit the needs of specific state and regional
conditions; it is up to us to assure its passage
and see that it is kept out of reactionary
hands and molded for the people’s service.

Crisis in German Economy

HE removal of Dr. Hjalmar Schacht
as president of the Reichsbank is one

‘more symptom of the growing crisis of Ger-

man economy. Dr. Schacht is one of the
ablest, most cunning, and most unscrupu-
lous representatives of German finance-
capital, whose political career has been dis-
tinguished by his readiness to serve reaction
under any label. The secret of his wizardry,
however, is more likely to be found in
Downing Street than in Wilhelmstrasse.
But despite the heroic efforts of Chamber-
lain and Montagu Norman of the Bank of
England, the Schacht hypodermics have
failed to induce in the Nazi colossus any-
thing approaching a state of health. Appar-
ently more powerful—if more risky—stimu-

lants are to be administered by his successor,
Walther Funk. A Berlin dispatch in the
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financial section of the New York Times
states: “On all sides it is assumed that Herr
Funk will have to resort to ‘cautious’ infla-
tion and that many great public works for
economy’s sake will be temporarily sus-
pended.”

The lesions in Nazi economy, six years
after Hitler’s accession to power, can no
longer be hidden. Despite all the Four-Year
Plan bombast and the doctoring of statistics,
the past year has seen the beginnings of a
new economic crisis, signalized by the crash
on the Boerse last summer, production de-
clines in some industries, and the growth
of unemployment. And the cut-throat poli-
cies which Schacht developed in pursuit of
foreign trade have been powerless to prevent
a trade deficit for Greater Germany in 1938
of 432,400,000 marks, which means a fur-
ther drain on the dwindling Nazi gold re-
serve. On top of this the 1,500,000,000-
mark loan which closed January 9 proved
a decided failure, the banks having to take
a large portion not subscribed by the public.

The changes in economic policy undoubt-
edly presage new adventurism in the politi-
cal sphere. It is no coincidence that the
removal of Schacht was immediately fol-
lowed by two measures designed to fuse the
army more closely with the regime and di-
minish the influence of the old officer caste
among whom there has been opposition to
some of the more extreme Hitler foreign
policies. The Nazis are preparing for a new
push that may come in the spring, and its
direction will not necessarily be east. But a
prerequisite for this is the conversion of
Spain into a fascist colony. Thus, Spain more
than ever is the rampart of world democracy.

Greetings to the Daily

HE Daily Worker, at fifteen, is no

adolescent. A decade and half is a long
time for a working-class newspaper, but in
that period the Daily has pioneered and ex-
panded, developed new modes of revolu-
tionary journalism, and won for itself a
permanent place in the tradition of the
American press. All this in the face of ex-
treme economic hardship, working with none
of the coddling the capitalist press receives,
having only the good wishes and slim re-
sources of its friends.

The Daily Worker, at fifteen, is going
ahead, and the Sunday Worker, at three,
comes out in new dress. On aJnuary 22,
around midnight, the Sunday Worker's new
three-part edition was offered to New Yorkers,
and a few hours later it was being acclaimed
up and down the Eastern Seaboard. It was
splendid. The whole progressive movement
can greet the staffs of both papers, knowing
that we can expect from them continued
service to democracy, to labor, to the people.
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Is the Theater a Waste of Time?

MONG the more pathetic spectacles to be
A seen between acts at the opening night
of a Broadway play are the old wo-
man selling gum, the old man selling Life
Savers, and George Jean Nathan. Accord-
ing to the vital statistics preserved in Wash-
ington, Mr. Nathan has passed the age of
fifty and for at least twenty-five of these
years he has been casting his bored and caustic
eye on the theater. If he has seen fifty
genuinely first-rate modern plays in that
period, he is fortunate. If there are ten of
that number which can stand revival, they
will be found among the works of two men:
Shaw and Ibsen. For the rest Mr. Nathan
must waste his thunderbolts on victims not
worthy of a popgun.

My argument is not, however, addressed
to Mr. Nathan, who has received enough
blows from the keys of this typewriter. He
is merely a symbol. He is the Peter Pan of the
theater, the gentleman of eternal youth who
never tires of the fooleries of the mimes and
clings desperately to the conviction that the
theater has importance. On the contrary, I am
afraid it has very little importance and I
say this with some sadness because I too have
been living in a land of wistfulness. With ex-
treme reluctance I have been forced to the
conclusion that while the theater is still a
place for novelty and creativeness, its influ-
ence upon American thought is negligible. In
a manner it may be compared with poetry,
which is no less worthy than ever but which
unfortunately is so limited in its appeal that
it may be disregarded as a literary force. No
author who seeks the widest audience for his
message will confine himself to the stage, any
more than he would sacrifice prose for the
sake of pentameters, no matter how beautiful.

Paradoxically, this status has been reached
at a time when men such as Sinclair Lewis and
Thornton Wilder are forsaking their books
for the smell of grease paint. At the very in-
stant when it is historically important for
all men who have influence to use it where
it will be the most effective, they have pre-
ferred to occupy themselves with an art which
is as limited as a family corporation. Since
the American theater is confined almost en-
tirely to Manhattan Island, the greatest suc-
cess which either of these gentlemen might
hope to achieve could never reach as many
sections of the population as any one of their
books.

This myth of the theater is obviously a
hangover from the days when a play, even in
this country, could have seven or eight com-

panies acting it simultaneously. When that
was true the playwright was justified in feel-
ing that he was speaking to America. Even
now the rewards of a Broadway success are
tempting enough for any man’s attention, but
it will be necessary to admit that the urge
for expression in the contemporary theater is
less intellectual than mercenary. Strictly
speaking, the American theater has become a
metropolitan pastime, joined in by such con-
vention delegates who may be in the city on
expense accounts, plus such other individuals
of the wealthier groups who can afford a
yearly pilgrimage to Manhattan.

The case of the current Broadway sensa-
tion Abe Lincoln in Illinois is very much in
point. It happens that I am one of the sacri-
legious few who hold it to be less than a great
play, but I am willing to waive my objections
on the theory that it is an important work for
these times. As a statement of democracy at
its best, it is the timeliest weapon we have
in the struggle against world fascism—and
yet it sits proudly at the Plymouth Theater,
playing to its eight or ten thousand patrons
a week. At last reports it had played to a
total audience of 100,000. In the course of
a year it will have reached, at the most, 500,-
000 people. If the legitimate theater still ex-
isted as a national institution, we should by
now have four or five road companies of the
play in operation. Admittedly it would be
difficult to cast the principal role and from an
artistic viewpoint it is probably much better
that the original company, with Mr. Massey
playing Lincoln, should be kept intact until
the property is disposed of to the movies, but
in the meantime history moves with the speed
of a rocket and Abe Lincoln in Illinois is
wasting its efforts on sabled audiences who
are neither amused nor convinced by the mag-
nificent speech against Stephen Douglas or
the stirring appeals of Herndon. It is a
calamity that the people of America are not
seeing this play at this time.

But the fault lies more with the theater
than with Mr. Sherwood or the Playwrights
Company. Last season Mr. Nathan was beat-
ing the drums for Shadow and Substance.
Unfortunately, I did not see the show but
I am willing to accept Mr. Nathan’s judg-
ment that it was the finest play of the year.
That makes its fate all the harder. It
played on Broadway and subsequently made
the customary brief stops in Chicago, Phila-
delphia, etc., but for all practical purposes
Mr. Carroll’s masterpiece is no longer of this
world. If it is printed in play form, a few will
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read it, but there is almost no likelihood that
it will ever be revived, and hence it will
have come and departed like an embarrassed
and distant relative, fleetingly with us and
then gone forever.

It may be true that there are writers who
by the very nature of their brain’s contour
are playwrights and nothing else, but they
are few, and most assuredly Sinclair Lewis
is not among them. The contrast between
Lewis the author and Lewis the playwright
is striking. Imagine the difference if he had
written It Can’t Happen Here originally as
a play. It would have had the usual Broad-
way run, if he were lucky, and the usual
pathetic road tour and that would have been
the end. Whether one regards it as a bad
novel or a good novel, the fact remains that
it was read by hundreds of thousands of
people and permeated the nation. Perhaps it
will be answered that it would be well if
the present Mr. Lewis were not writing at
at all, but I am not arguing that point.

It may be merely that I am getting old,
but I must confess that I rarely come out of
a theater moved by what I have seen on the
stage. The theater in Russia is exciting be-
cause it gets to the people, productions having
as many as a hundred simultaneous showings
throughout the country, but aside from Pyg-
malion at Old Vic in London and Julius
Caesar and Heartbreak House by the Mercury
Theater here, I have seen nothing in several
years that did anything but leave me with a
dull feeling. If it is age in my case, the situ-
ation becomes worse when one realizes that
the young people even in New York are no
longer attracted to the theater. There are the
customary hopefuls who want to be actors but
the youngsters in the audience are almost in-
variably bored by what they see on the stage.
I am not going to the other extreme of say-
ing that the films have succeeded where the
theater has failed; I merely report that in
my estimation the stage has ceased to be an
important factor in our cultural life,

That there will always be a theater I do
not doubt, but I think it is worth pointing
out to sincere authors that what they con-
ceive to be their mission of reaching the public
through the mouths of actors may be no more
than their yearning for the moon. They are
still living in an illusion, the illusion of back-
stage romance, grease paint, the-show-must-
go-on, and other equally unimportant fictions.
To deliberately restrict their influence at this
stage of history does credit neither to their
astuteness nor to their sense of responsibility
as artists. RoEerT FORSYTHE.
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A Pertinent Article Hitherto Unpublished in English

V. I.

In connection with the fifteenth anniversary of
Lenin’s death we publish this article, which has
been translated into English for the first time. The
article is particularly pertinent since it argues for
what is essentially one of the pillars of the Soviet
peace policy today: collaboration with one group of
capitalist powers against another and more menacing
group in order to defend democracy and Socialism.
The article is thus a complete refutation of the
Trotskyist canard that Stalin, by developing this
policy, has betrayed Leninism.

This article appeared in the evening edition of
Pravda on Feb. 22, 1918, under the pseudonym
Karpov. It was written when the Soviet Republic
was in the gravest danger. Peace negotiations with
the Germans at Brest-Litovsk had been broken off
and the German troops were advancing rapidly
into Soviet territory. On behalf of the Soviet gov-
ernment, Lenin was negotiating with Allied repre-
sentatives for technical assistance, including the
dispatch of munitions and food, to resist the Ger-
mans. The Left Social Revolutionaries, then par-
ticipating in the government, together with the
“Left Communists” headed by Bukharin, rejected
such assistance “on principle.” An hour or so after
the appearance of Lenin’s article, the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party decided by one vote
to accept his point of view and endorse the negotia-
tions. Bukharin thereupon handed in his resignation
from the committee and from the editorship of
Pravda.—THE EDITORS.

TORMENTING disease is the itch. But
Awhen people are possessed by the itch

of a revolutionary phrase, the very sight
of this disease causes others unbearable suffer-
ing.

Simple, clear, intelligible truths, obvious to
any representative of the toiling masses, and
seemingly incontrovertible, are distorted by
those who have been afflicted with this kind
of itch. Not infrequently this distortion has
its origins in the finest, noblest, most exalted
of stimuli, simply owing to failure to digest
certain well known theoretical truths, or their
childishly gawky, schoolboy-servile, inept rep-
etition (as one says, these people can’t “put
two and two together”) but that does not
make the itch any less the filthy itch.

For instance, what can be more indisputable
and clear than the following truth: The gov-
ernment which gave the people, tortured by
three years of a war of spoliation, a Soviet
government, the land, workers’ control, and
peace would be invincible. Peace is the most
important of all. If after conscientious efforts
to obtain a general and just peace it transpired,
really transpired, that it is impossible to obtain
it at the moment, then any peasant would
understand that it is necessary to conclude
not a general, but a separate and unjust peace.
Any peasant, even the most ignorant and il-
literate, would understand that and would
value the government that gave him such a
peace.

LENIN

Bolsheviks must have fallen ill with a loath-
some itch of phrases to forget that and to
provoke the peasants to thoroughly justified
dissatisfaction with them when that itch led
to a new war waged by Germany, the despoiler
against weary Russia! Under what absurd
and miserable “theoretical” trash and sophisms
this itch has been hidden I have shown in my
article “On the revolutionary phrase.”* I
would not bother to recall it if this itch had
not spread to-day (what a very contagious
disease it is!) to a new spot.

To explain how this happened I must first
cite a trifling example, very simple and clearly,
without “theory” (when the itch is put for-
ward as a “theory” it is simply unbearable),
without sagacious words, without anything
unintelligible to the masses.

Supposing, in order to kill a tyrant and
monster, Kalyaev obtains a revolver from
an utter scoundrel, rogue, brigand, promising
to bring him bread, money, and vodka for his
services?

Can Kalyaev be condemned for a “deal
with a brigand” made with the object of get-
ting hold of a lethal weapon? Any right-
minded man will say no. If Kalyaev could
not obtain the revolver anywhere else, and if
Kalyaev’s object is truly honest (the murder
of a tyrant, and not murder for the sake of
robbery), then Kalyaev is not to be censured
for obtaining the revolver in that way, but
to be applauded.

Well, but supposing a brigand, whose ob-
ject is to commit a murder for the sake of
robbery, gets a revolver from another brigand
for money, for vodka, for bread, then can
such a “deal with a brigand” be compared
(not to mention identified) with Kalyaev’s
transaction ?

No. Anyone who hasn’t lost his senses and
has not caught the itch will agree that it can-
not be. If any peasant saw an “intelligent
man” using phrases to get away from such an
obvious truth he would say: It’s not for you,
sir, to govern a state, but to join the ranks
of the word spinners or simply to go and

* This appeared in Pravda on Feb. 21, 1918. It
had argued on the basis of the current facts the
“left” talk of “revolutionary war” was dangerous
phrase-mongering which could “ruin the revolu-
tion.” Comparing the situation of Russia in 1918
with that of France in 1792-93 (a favorite “exam-
ple” of the “Lefts”) Lenin showed that while these
people “repeat slogans, words, warlike cries, they
shun the analysis of the objective facts of the day.”
He defined the “revolutionary phrase” as “the
repetition of revolutionary slogans without the study
of the objective circumstances.”
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steam yourself in a bath, so as to get rid of
the itch.

If Kerensky, the representative of the ruling
class of the bourgeoisie, i.e., of the exploiters,
concludes a transaction with the Anglo-French
exploiters to get arms and food from them,
and at the same time conceals from the peo-
ple pacts promising (in the event of success)
Armenia, Galicia, and Constantinople to one
brigand, Bagdad, Syria, and so on to the
other, is it difficult to understand that this
transaction is spoliatory, swindling, shameful
on the part of Kerensky and his friends?

No. That is not at all difficult to under-
stand. Any peasant, even the most ignorant
and illiterate, will understand that.

Well, and supposing a representative of the
class of exploited and oppressed, after that
class has overthrown the exploiters, has pub-
lished and annulled all the secret and spolia-
tory pacts, and is subjected to a brigand
attack on the part of the imperialists of Ger-
many, can he be condemned for a “deal with
the brigands” in the shape of the English and
French, for getting arms and food in exchange
for money or for timber and such like? Can
such a transaction be regarded as dishonest,
shameful, unclean?

No, it cannot. Any right-minded man will
understand that and will laugh fit to split
at those who took it into their heads “no-ob-ly”
and with erudite aspect to prove that the
“masses won’t understand” the difference be-
tween the brigand war of the imperialist
Kerensky (and his dishonest transactions with
the brigands for sharing out the general stolen
plunder) and the Kalyaev transaction between
the Bolshevik government and the Anglo-
French brigands anent the obtaining of arms
and food from them to resist the German
brigand.

Any right-minded man will say: To get
weapons by purchasing them from a brigand
for brigand ends is contemptible and filthy,
but to buy weapons from a similar brigand
for the purpose of a just war against a
ravisher is perfectly justified. Only dainty
misses and namby-pamby lads who have “read
things in books” and so are finicky could see
anything “unclean” in such a thing. In addi-
tion to this sort of folk, perhaps only those
who have caught the itch can fall into such
an “error.”

Well, but will the German worker under-
stand the difference between Kerensky’s pur-
chase of arms from the Anglo-French brigands
in order to take Constantinople from the
Turks, Galicia from the Austrians, Eastern
Prussia from the Germans, and the Bolsheviks’
purchase of weapons from the same brigands
in order to resist Wilhelm, when he has sent
his troops against Socialist Russia, who had
offered an honest and just peace to all—
against Russia, who had declared the war
ended?

We expect the German worker to “under-
stand” this, first because he is an intelligent
and educated worker, second because he is
accustomed to living in culture and cleanli-

(Continued on page 18)
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ness, not to suffering either from the Russian
itch generally, or the itch of the revolutionary
phrase in particular,

Is there any difference between murder
with a view to robbery and murder of a
ravisher?

Is there any difference between a war be-
tween two groups of despoilers over the divi-
sion of the plunder, and a just war for
liberation from the despoilers’ attack on a
people which has overthrown its despoilers?

Does not the estimate whether 1 act wisely
or stupidly in acquiring weapons from a
brigand depend on the aim and purpose of
that weapon? On its employment in a dis-
honest and shameful or a just and honest war?

Pah! What a filthy disease is the itch!
And difficult is the trade of the man whose
job it is to give those suffering from the itch
a good steaming in a Russian bath. . ..

P.S.—In their war of emancipation against
England at the end of the eighteenth century
the Americans employed the aid of Spain and
France, competitors of, and colonial brigands
just as much as, England. I hear “left-wing
Bolsheviks” have been found who have ad-
dressed themselves to the writing of a “learned
work” on the “dirty transaction” of these
Americans. . . .

[In his 4 Letter to American Workers,
written in August 1918, Lenin again cited the
utilization by the American revolutionists of
the conflicts among the various reactionary
powers. ]

*
For Franco-Soviet Talks
A STRAIGHTFORWARD appeal to the French
government to proceed immediately to
the initiation of talks between the French
and Soviet General Staffs was made recently
by Pertinax, well known French journalist.

Writing in his weekly L’Europe Nouvelle,
he asks whether the time has not yet come “to
proceed with the meetings and inquiries of the
general staffs. Or must we recommend the
states of Eastern Europe to imitate Rumania
of March 1918 in signing more Bucharest
treaties, and become part of the fire while
waiting the result of the battle which the
Western powers will probably sell out sooner
or later?”

Earlier in his article Pertinax declares that
“the voyage of M. Neville Chamberlain in
the present circumstances is a manifest im-
prudence. The recent exploits of Adolf Hit-
ler haunt the sleep of Benito Mussolini. After
the continental capitulation of Munich he
wants to succeed in a Mediterranean and Af-
rican equivalent.”

*

Out of Tunis

T APPEARS that there are sixty thousand

Tunisian Jews, a large number of French
Jews are in Tunis, and, oddly enough, about
10 percent of the Italians there are Jews.
And Mussolini is anti-Semitic.

NEW MASSES

Cancer and Economies

The Disease Is More Prevalent in Lower Income Brackets

J. B. s.

RITICS of Marxism often accuse us

Marxists of dragging economics into

every discussion. So it is worthwhile
showing that you cannot possibly keep eco-
nomics out of a discussion, even of cancer.

Cancer is a rather mysterious disease in
which the cells in a small section of some
organ, instead of merely replacing other cells
which die, start to multiply, and what is more,
to invade other organs.

If cells merely increase in number instead
of migrating, we get what is called a benign
tumor, a mere lump which may be quite harm-
less. But once they start founding colonies in
other organs, say little patches of stomach
cells in the liver, lungs, or lymph glands,
death is bound to occur unless all the colonies
can be destroyed, which is rarely possible.

Fortunately, cancer is fairly rare up to the
age of forty-five. But from then onward it
increases rapidly.

As a result the death rate from cancer is
going up. For if we eradicate a disease like
typhoid fever, which kills the young quite
as easily as the old, some people who would
otherwise have died of typhoid will die of
cancer, But there is no reason to think that
the chance of dying of cancer at any par-
ticular age is increasing.

There is a hereditary factor in cancer. That
is to say, if one of your parents had cancer
you are rather more likely than the average
person to develop it. But even if both your
parents died of it, you can comfort yourself
with the fact that even so you will probably
die of something else.

Environment also has a considerable effect.
Otherwise all occupations would have the
same cancer death rates, apart from small dif-
ferences due to chance, when allowance has
been made for age. This is not so.

It has long been known that a few trades
have a very high mortality from some kinds
of skin cancer. Chimney sweeps and mule-
spinners are particularly liable to cancer of
the skin of the testicles, due to chronic irri-
tation by soot and lubricating oil. At one
time chimney sweeps headed the list of can-
cer death rates. This is no longer the case,
mainly because they have been able to adopt
higher standards of cleanliness. But their
death rate from cancer is still far above the
average. Fifty years ago the chimney sweep’s
black skin was regarded as a joke. We now
realize that if a sweep has to live in a house
without proper washing arrangements, he is
probably condemned to death from a particu-
larly unpleasant kind of cancer. Gas workers
are affected in a rather similar way.

HALDANE

The substances in soot and oil which cause
cancer were isolated by Professor Kenna-
way, of the London Cancer Hospital, and his
colleague, Cook, discovered their exact com-
position. It is now possible to test lubricating
oils for their presence, and though cotton
spinners still have a high cancer risk, it is
probably falling.

A specially dangerous occupation is glass-
blowing, with a great deal of mouth cancer,
and leather dressers and fur workers are also
particularly susceptible.

A much more serious cause of cancer deaths
is alcohol. The death rates in the alcoholic
trades (innkeepers, brewers, barmen, etc.)
from cancer of the mouth, throat, gullet, and
so on, at ages under sixty-five, are more than
double the average. Curiously enough, their
stomachs do not develop cancer, though they
have a high death rate from gastric ulcers.
There can be little doubt that this extra can-
cer risk is shared by hundreds of thousands
of other heavy drinkers.

However, the main cause of excessive can-
cer is not occupation, but excessive poverty.
As we go down the economic scale the can-
cer death rate among men rises even more
sharply than the general death rate,

When cancers are classified by their site, we
find a sharp distinction. Cancer of the skin,
mouth, throat, and other organs down to the
stomach, are about twice as common among
the very poor as the rich, with other classes
intermediate. Cancer of other organs shows no
social grading.

There are two reasons for this. In the first
case, these sites are more exposed to irrita-
tion by dirt in the poor than the rich. And
in the second, they are more accessible to the
surgeon, and therefore more likely to be cured
by operation in the rich than the poor.

Women are of course liable to cancer of
the womb and breast. It has long been known
that child bearing makes women more liable
to the former, and less so to the latter.

As rich women have fewer children than
poor they have less cancer of the womb, but
more cancer of the breast. However, if we
compare the single women we find that breast
cancer has no economic trend, but cancer of
the womb increases with increasing poverty.

To sum up, there are a great many causes
of cancer which can be dealt with, besides
others of which we know nothing at present.

Of the causes which can be fought, the
most important is poverty (mainly in towns).
The second is excessive drinking of alcohol,
and third comes a group of occupational risks,
mainly from soot, oil, and pitch.



Congress Show

HE six canvases reproduced on this page
are included in the more than two
hundred paintings, prints, drawings, and sculp-
tures that comprise the American Artists Con-
gress exhibition this year. The show, the larg-
est in the Congress’ history, is subtitled “Art
in a Skyscraper Instead of an Ivory Tower,”
and opens February 5 in the 55-story building
at 444 Madison Ave. in New York City. It
will be on public view for three weeks.
Two symposiums, in which a group of
prominent speakers will participate, are sched-
uled for February 12 and February 19.

“Aavaiting Identification” by Nahum Tschacbasov
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Low-Cost Publishing

0 NEw Masses: Since the problem of the price

of books has been discussed in your columns,
Modern Age Books, Inc., has been mentioned sev-
eral times, and inasmuch as this company has been
engaged in the low-cost publishing field for over
a year, we feel we can add something to the dis-
cussion.

The letter from Harcourt, Brace & Co. seemed
to us an able and accurate statement of the case
of Lincoln Steffens’ Letters, and much as we should
like it to be otherwise, we fail to see how a com-
mercial publishing house could have issued this par-
ticular book at much less than the price set upon
it, unless they could have printed an extremely
large edition. A huge printing reduces the cost of
each individual book but the printing bill itself
would, of course, be much larger; and unless pros-
pects for sale are very great, a publisher cannot
afford to risk so much money with the danger of
having a large portion of his printing unsold.

It is this vicious circle of the inability to risk
large editions, and the consequent high cost per
book unit in a small edition, which any low-cost
book publisher must attempt to break.

At its inception Modern Age embraced the theory
that people would buy enough copies of a 25-cent
book to make possible very large first printings. In
other words, this house took a much heavier gam-
ble, printing quantities of 25,000, 50,000 and 100,-
000 copies. Experience has now shown, to us at any
rate, that this gamble, though sound in principle,
was too large in scope. Therefore, Modern Age
curtailed the scope by establishing a first printing
of 15,000 in most cases, which necessitated in turn
a rise in the retail cost of from 25 cents to 50 cents,
with certain titles falling in higher brackets when-
ever illustrations or unusual manufacturing costs
were involved.

We now have what seems to be an economic
basis of operations. In other words, our average
sale of books priced at 50 cents, 75 cents, and 95
cents, paper-bound, has been sufficient during this
fall season to meet the cost of production and over-
head and royalties and to allow a slight profit. It
is important to remember, however, that books sold
at reduced cost and printed in large quantities must
be of the type which appeals to a very large audi-
ence. A low-cost publisher must deny himself the
right to publish many books which appeal to smaller
but important audiences.

It is at this point that we should like to mention
the letter of Mr. Cress, with which we agree almost
entirely. To anyone familiar with the history of
book publishing, International Publishers is a fasci-
nating part of that industry; and if, as is true in
the case of most of its titles, cloth-bound editions are
desirable, it is hard for us to see how its prices
over the years could have been greatly reduced.
The fact that Modern Age is able to bring out
paper-covered books at prices ranging from 50 cents
to 95 cents does not mean that all the rest of the
publishers are profiteering, although some of them
undoubtedly are.

So far we have not mentioned binding, and after
the discussion in this column, there is little to be
said on this point. The principal cost of bookmak-
ing never has been the binding, and the chief hope
of lowering the cost of books remains the possi-
bility of printing larger initial editions. This will
come when reader demand makes possible better
distribution and healthier and more numerous re-
tail book outlets. We at Modern Age operate on
the principle that the continued issuance of new
books priced under $1 will, in the long run, greatly

enlarge the book-buying public; and with increased
demand and facilities for distribution, lower book
prices will generally result. The only short cut to
this greatly desired end would have to be federal
initiative in building up book distribution points,
display and promotional aids, and intelligent edu-
cation of the public on the lasting benefits of good
books. If that is what we call Socialism, I can agree
with the various correspondents that we will not
have cheap books very quickly without it.

Louis P. BIrK,

Vice-President and Editor,

New York City. Modern Age Books

Frameup in Alabama

o New Masses: In Tallapoosa County, Ala.,

early in October, Sheriff Corprew, the Simon
Legree of the county, arrested a volunteer organizer
for the United Cannery, Agricultural, Packing, and
Allied Workers of America, CIO union—a Negro
aged seventeen, Willie Joe Hart. The charge was
highway robbery, as vicious a frameup charge as
has ever been heard of in fact or fiction. The next
morning the boy’s father, a paid organizer for the
union, appeared in the sheriff’s office to ask about
his son’s arrest. The sheriff declined to talk about
the case but motioned Hosie, the father, into a back
room, and said (the conversation is sworn to by
Hosie Hart in an affidavit):

“I got a list of every damn one of you . . . you're
the ringleader . . . you look like a pretty intelligent
nigger to be fooling around with a damn business
like this. Remember that nigger got killed right
down there by you. Remember the bunch of nig-
gers got killed down here near Tallassee. Re-
member old Flem Presley, how we went over and
beat him up, don’t you? Remember Reese Gice, we
had to pull him lower. You're going to be done
the same way. That white man you let stay with
you is going to get you into serious trouble . . .
when I come down there after you we won’t use
pistols or rifles this time—we’re going to use ma-
chine guns and we’re going to mow every goddam
one of you down. Every goddam one of you nig-
gers ought to be in the penitentiary. We're not
going to have any of this Russian stuff down here—
if you want Russian stuff go to Russia—this is sup-
posed to be a free country.” (After that he just
walked off.)

At the farcical trial Willie Joe was sentenced
to fifteen years. Every one connected with the trial
knew he was innocent. The whole case is just a
frameup to stop the union’s efforts to have the land-
lord veto power on WPA jobs rescinded.

It is of vital importance that we get the boy out
of jail. We need money to push the appeal that
has already been started. The whole union is be-
hind the fight, as well as the National Committee
for People’s Rights, but we need every bit of help
we can get at once. Any contributions should be
sent to R. T. Linsley, District 9 President, UCA-
PAWA, CIO, 1305 15th St. S, Birmingham, Ala.

MILDRED LINSLEY,
Publicity and Educational Director,
UCAPAWA,

Washington, D. C.

“What Can the Jews DoP”

o New Masses: The article “What Can the
Jews Do?” by Rabbi Bertrand E. Pollans, in
the January 10 NEw MaAsses, is a sparkling bit of
satire intended, I take it, to heap ridicule on those

NEW MASSES

faint-hearted and dull-minded among the Jews
whose consummate bit of sage advice and admoni-
tion in this period of Israel’s greatest crisis is that
“We must talk it over!”

With delicious irony, Rabbi Pollans speculates on
three proffered solutions of the Jewish problem:
“suicide, assimilation, and Ghettoism.” . . . His aim
is to ridicule these solvents of the Jewish problem
and to urge a fourth one (which, however, he does
not treat adequately)—namely, resistance. For as
regards the consoling though paralyzing pastime of
talking to ourselves, Rabbi Pollans rightly con-
cludes that “We may keep this up for a while, but
sooner or later we must act.”

I should like to suggest that Rabbi Pollans sub-
mit another article in serious prose or in satire,
making clear to us what form action must take to
be effective.

However, I agree with the author’s implied
thesis that the way out for the Jews is through
mass struggle and not through inaction of the “we
must talk it over” kind.

New York City.

A Reader Objects

o NEw Masses: I feel that I must object to

Rabbi Bertrand Pollans’ article. The title leads
one to expect a serious, straightforward analysis of
an important subject, but the article is written in a
vein of facetiousness and mock humor that seems to
me to be definitely in bad taste.

Do you suppose that this statement, from Rabbi
Pollans’ third paragraph—“We are stiff-necked. We
refuse to die even when the logic of history, written
by historians, commands us to do so”—is calculated
to make friends for NEw MASSES or its cause among
the Jewish people? Or that the entire satirical na-
ture of the article will convince anyone who isn’t
already convinced? After some three thousand
words, the author offers, in one small sentence at
the very end of his article, the only positive idea it
contains that “we talk it over.” I recommend that
NEw Masses offer, very soon, a serious and com-
plete treatment of the subject “What Can the Jews
Do?”

Cincinnati.

Mr. Pollans Replies

0 NEw Masses: Although the seriousness and

extent of the Jewish problem is of major world
proportions it is not minimized by satiric or ironic
treatment as a method of stinging people into action
beyond the stage of talking. In taking the substance
of the article literally, one is bound to miss the
whole point of my argument as epitomized by me
in the last sentence. For the benefit of those who
have failed to draw the line between buffoonery
and irony, I restate it here: “Until the Messiah
decides to come on a white horse or in a trans-
Atlantic clipper, we must talk it over.” What else
can this mean but the dire need for Jews and non-
Jews to be stirred out of their let’s-talk-it-over
lethargy?

As for the statement “We are a stiff-necked peo-
ple. We refuse to die even when the logic of his-
tory, written by historians, commands us to do so”—
the Jews are a stiff-necked people against persecu-
tion or exploitation; unbending to compromise with
their great social goals and democratic traditions.
The Jews refuse to die because they have great
things to live for despite anti-Semitic historians.
They have many things to fight for in the van-
guard of civilization, despite the hush-hush policy
of a certain type of Jewish leadership.

May I remind my conscientious objectors that the
Jewish problem is a non-Jewish problem; a prob-
lem for the democratic nations and world Christen-
dom to solve. I am in wholehearted agreement with
those who are demanding a program of action in
which the Jewish masses can participate, under a
leadership that will demand of the nations, not
charity, but justice for the Jew.

New York City. BeryrAND E. PoLLANS,

RABBI MICHAEL ALPER.

M. E. SIEGEL.
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REVIE

What to do? A terrible distance separates one
people from the other. More than anything, one
would like just to stay at home; and, best of all,
keep the housedoor shut, pull down the window
blinds—and let everybody go his own sweet way.
Nobody now is any concern of mine. And so I can
close my eyes in peace.

Paris.

N THE evening of the day when
O readers of the morning Lidove

Noviny read these words of Karel
Capek, the writer closed his eyes forever.

He died of pneumonia, but in reality the
illness was only the pretext for his dying.
Like his friend Otokar Fischer, playwright
and lyricist, who nine months earlier had
died following the Austrian Anschluss, so
now Karel Capek died following the ampu-
tation of Czechoslovakia at Munich. He was
one of those indefatigable, inspired, and suc-
cessful champions who in the past two gen-
erations have fought for a Western orienta-
tion and have left their impress upon
Czech politics and literature, And now that
help should have come from the West, came
the end. In his last two works (Die W eisse
Krankheit and Die Mutter) he expounded his
hard-earned conviction that we must not
yield before barbarism; that the struggle
against it must be carried forward—as good,
necessary, indispensable. And now when his
country was called upon to put this to the
test, not struggle but capitulation was the
answer.

A pupil of Masaryk, he had faith in
the ideal of humanity; in moderation and
the reconciling of contradictions he saw a
great work. He assumed that the democratic
system would hold out solidly and he shared
the optimism of a Benes. But he lived to
witness that “internal political metamorphosis”
which destroys the teachings of Masaryk,
cultivates racial theories, undermines all
democratic thought and institutions. He
lacked the strength, the good health, the con-
fidence to take up the struggle against all
these things; but he was not so impersonal, so
indifferent as to ‘keep the housedoor shut,
the blinds down, and let others go their own
way.” In this dichotomy he consumed himself.
In the very week when the newspaper in
which he had for years commented on events
of the day was bought out by Bata, the shoe
king, the great ‘“‘efficiency man” even in
matters cultural, Karel Capek’s work and
life ended.

He was not the greatest, but surely the

[

Karel Capek

Karel Capek as seen by a
Czechoslovakian caricaturist

most versatile, of Czech writers. He wrote
plays, short stories, novels, travel books. From
his pen have come the most revealing (be-
cause altogether direct) literary portraits of
Masaryk, and he vastly enriched the style
of the Czech “feuilleton,” called the “en-
trefilet,” or pithy newspaper column, of which
he made a distinctly new genre. He composed
essays, sketches, critical writings without
number.

He was a storyteller who, like Masaryk
and Benes, came from people in “narrow: cir-
cumstances” and since, like them, he main-
tained contact with the “little man” he se-
lected his material from the everyday life
of the Czechs about him and the broad inter-
national world of a scientific, social, and po-
litical Utopia. Thus he became a widely read
writer at home and the most. widely read
Czech writer abroad. His principal works
have been translated into all civilized tongues.
His role as mediator—as moderator—does
not by any means stop at providing the out-
side world with a picture of his Czech home-
land and Czech life; in his letters from Eng-
land, Scandinavia, Italy, and Spain, he seeks
to bring these countries home to his Czech
readers. And as a translator of modern French
lyrics, he influenced the formation of a wholly
new Czech art of poetry by the anthology of
modern French poets which he started, under
the greatest difficulties, as far back as the
World War. The works of Wolker, Nezval,
Halas, to mention only a few of the best
known names, are unthinkable but for the
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work of Apollinaire and Verlaine, who first
became known to the post-war Czech writers
through Capek’s anthology.

In the great imaginative novels and plays
on which Capek’s fame reposes, the basic
theme is the struggle of man against a world
which modern capitalism keeps constantly de-
humanizing. Of course, in his Utopias, the
poet never delves into ultimate questions;
and the struggle for the emancipation of man
from a social order which has become a tor-
ture and a shackle assumes in his works the
shape of a conflict between over-industrializa-
tion and man as such, between the Machine
and the Soul.

But in his last plays—Die Weisse Krank-
heit and Die Mutter—the gap between
Utopia and reality is bridged. Not alone do
unleashed Robots and humanly equipped
Monsters threaten mankind; but the enemy
is named by his true fascist name and in place
of the abstract doctrine of a return to nature
as the soul’s only salvation, appears the spe-
cific injunction of the tortured mother to her
youngest son, “Take your gun and fight!”
Go out and fight those who rain bombs upon
unfortified cities, who direct their machine
guns at little children, and whose totalitarian
warfare encompasses all humanity and all civi-
lization.

He could not be a fighter, for it was con-
trary to his whole nature to take a stand
for determined action; and, indeed, he often
spoke out against making literature the vehicle
of politics. But he realized that there are
situations when literature must be “political”’
or nothing; and in this one situation he
sounded the battle cry for his nation and the
threatened civilization of his people. That this
battle was not fought, and that his spirit was
thereby crushed, might be the subject of a
whole essay and is mentioned here only in
passing.

The greatest of French writers spoke the
truth when, in reply to Capek’s appeal for
Czechoslovakia, they issued a statement which
said, “In the name of freedom of thought,
now jeopardized for men and their works—in
Spain and Czechoslovakia in particular—we,
the undersigned, appeal to all French writers
to join us in asking that the Nobel prize for
literature be conferred upon the great Czech
writer Karel Capek.” He did not receive the
Nobel prize, but even without it a great
honor and a splendid memorial were his.

F. C. WEIsKoPF.
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Revolutionary
Artist

Gova, by Charles Poore. Charles Scribner’s
Sons, $3.50.

SUPPOSE an artist today portrayed royalty
as stupid, incompetent, lecherous, while
he showed the reformers and rebels as humane,
sympathetic, courageous. Suppose he depicted
the clergy as riding on the back of the work-
man, as shivering over money bags, burying
truth, blessing hangman and executioner. Sup-
pose he represented the people degraded by
superstition and in all stages of starvation.
We could recite in advance all the critics’
clichés about art versus propaganda, beauty
versus ugliness, about journalism, illustration,
etc. A regular field day for the critics! Goya
did all those things, and many more like them,
over a century ago; he is consequently sancti-
fied by time. And yet in some quarters it is
still being debated whether Goya was or was
not a social rebel. I recall recent articles in
leading American magazines in which critics
performed wonders of casuistry to prove that
Goya was the impartial artist who did not
really mean what the pictures reproduced so
incontrovertibly proclaimed.

It is a pleasure to record that Mr. Poore
does not try to hide Goya’s social and political
interests under disembodied esthetic formulas.
His book scrupulously attempts to separate
legend from fact, to remove the romantic rub-
bish that has accumulated around the name
of Goya in the course of a century: all those
tales of indomitable sexual vigor and physical
prowess that would eclipse Casanova and
Cellini. One of the myths of more recent
origin that Poore destroys by implication is
that of the “pure” artist isolated from the
living issues of his day. Having demolished
the legendary Goya, the author proceeds to
tell the story of the real man against the back-
ground of his turbulent times; and the artist,
who rose from his humble origins to become
first painter to the king, emerges as a far
more significant and vital figure than all the
legends made him out to be.

Goya lived in a crucial period of Spanish
history. The subterranean forces that were
shaking France—the intense struggles against
feudalism—were also operative in Spain.
With the actual outbreak of the French Revo-
lution, terror gripped the Spanish aristocracy
and the church. The pitifully small reforms—
the adoption of a mild constitution and the
abolition of the Inquisition—wrested at
enormous sacrifices, were annulled despite
solemn pledges. (Incidentally, Marx gave a
splendid analysis of the whole period in his
letters to the New York Tribune in 1854.)
Goya worked for the court and the church;
but his religious pictures were so unorthodox
and mundane and his portraits of royalty so
annihilating that they proved he was not the
traditional court and church painter. Every-
thing we know about Goya points to the con-
clusion that he belonged to the band of re-

formers passionately desiring the transforma-
tion of the country. We know that he was a
close friend of the outstanding Spanish re-
formers, writers, historians, diplomats—men
like Jovellanos, Llorente, Moratin, Ponce. We
know he died in voluntary exile in Bordeaux,
a colony of Spanish refugees. And of course
his sympathies are reflected in many paintings
and more prints. But we must also remember
that, living under black reaction, he could
seldom speak his mind freely; in fact, he often
had to use speech, whether of word or image,
as a disguise for his actual thoughts in order
to escape the fate of the victims he so graphi-
cally pictured. That is one of the reasons
why, over a century after Goya’s death, in
spite of the exhaustive and in many respects
excellent works of Beruete, Loga, Calvert,
Mayer, aspects of Goya’s life and work still
remain obscure and their relation to the domi-
nant currents and conflicts of his day is yet
to be established.

Here is one example. The devastatingly
satiric Caprichos are perhaps the most widely
discussed and interpreted series of Goya's
prints. Contemporary popular opinion saw in
the pictures veiled but direct reference to
persons and events of the day. According to
an early biographer, Goya himself publicly
denied it (for reasons easily divined). Not
a few scholars are inclined to agree with him
and to interpret the satire as general rather
than specific. Occasionally the interpretation
is so broad as to retain only a formal connec-
tion with the original work. Thus when
Beruete notes that the Caprichos consist of
humans acting as demons and demons acting
as humans, he is, obviously, not very enlight-
ening. I would like to assert that popular opin-
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ion will be ultimately vindicated. A young
Soviet scholar, Lissenkov, conducted an ex-
perimental investigation on the Caprichos
which brought suggestive if not entirely con-
clusive results. The Caprichos were done in
the 1790’s, that is, in the stormiest period of
the French Revolution. Revolutionary propa-
ganda was commonly carried on by means of
Estampes, popular picture broadsides. Many
of them were smuggled into Spain and must
have been seen by Goya. Lissenkov examined
over five hundred of these Estampes and dis-
covered in many of them a striking similarity
in theme and composition with the Caprichos,
thus forming a running commentary on Goya'’s
work and clarifying not only much that was
formerly obscure but also the artist’s own
social orientation.

As Mr. Poore justly says of Goya: “He
lived in an epoch of revolution and reaction,
and he dramatized the crucial confrontations
that still shake civilization.” Although this
comes pretty close to defining a revolutionary
artist, Mr. Poore prefers to dwell more en
Goya’s universality than on his partisanship
(“Goya was not a revolutionist: he was a
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“Haul out the directory, Miss Kwerp, and send another 20,000
Keep-the-Spanish-Embargo telegrams to Congress.”
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revolution. . . . All Spain is in Goya’s art.”).
Within the covers of a short book Mr. Poore
succeeds in giving an account of Goya’s several
periods, introducing the reader to his murals,
tapestry, portraits, drawings, and prints. Con-
currently he gives a warm and sympathetic
portrayal of Goya’s life and personality. Mr.
Poore takes Goya from the limited circle of
scholars and artists—to which he has been
confined by the standard biographers—and
brings him to a larger audience, without sacri-
ficing the results of scholarship or descending
to the cruder methods of novelized biography.
The many illustrations give point to the text,
though, unfortunately, the quality of repro-
duction leaves much to be desired. A very use-
ful and very good bibliography completes the
volume. Louis Lozowick,

Expatriate’s
Autobiography

UNFORGOTTEN YEARS, by Logan Pearsall
8mith. Little, Brown & Co., $2.50.

T 1S easy to call Mr. Smith an old fogy,
I so easy that he has thought of it himself,
and it is just that quality that makes his
autobiography better than it might be. He is
everything that an expatriate might be ex-
pected, by an enemy, to be, except that he is
aware of how he seems to other persons. His
years of British residence, antiquarian re-
search, and preoccupation with style have left
a kind of tough honesty in him, which is per-
fectly incongruous but which makes him an
uncommonly good observer of his own species.
His thin, flaccid style, with which he is so
much concerned, drops into a plaintive whine
whenever he talks about culture in America,
but he can bring himself up short, and he
really knows how vapid he is. Just as his
mother, an evangelist of remarkable piety,
could occasionally voice a hearty paganism, so
he, evangelist of culture that he is, is some-
times capable of a gesture of strength that is
almost, from his point of view, vulgar.

The early part of the book is best: the story
of Philadelphia Quakers, with a talent for
making money, There is a fine account of
Walt Whitman that really adds something to
our understanding of the poet, some not un-
just animadversions on Harvard, and a picture
of American business methods. It was his
dissatisfaction with the family business that
sent Mr. Smith to Europe. His account of
Balliol and Jowett shows us how the British
ruling class is trained. But after Balliol, as
he drifted into the making of anthologies, the
search for manuscripts, and the writing of
Trivia, Mr. Smith has little to say. He
seems in these later years a less talented Henry
James, with just the redeeming touch of criti-
cal humor that gives the book its special
virtue.

The chapters of Unforgotten Years un-

doubtedly provided a rare treat for readers
of the Atlantic Monthly, and the book is

DIRECTION

scores

a

SCOOP!

A.UTHENTIC pictures of Ger-
man refugees making their homes in
this country appear for the first time
in the current issue of DIRECTION,

the progressive picture magazine.

With every issue DIRECTION
strives to bring you visually and ver-
bally the best in progressive art,
literature, the theater and the movies
—an illustrated digest of the cultural

front in America.

You may purchase DIRECTION
from your newsdealer or use the con-
venient order blank below to enter
your trial subscription for 8 issues at
only $1.
DIRECTION

Darien, Conn.

Name

Please send me the current (German Refugee) issue of DIRECTION and
enter my subscription for 8 issues. | enclose $I.

Address

P. O

NM

SHAKESPEARE
THE MERCHANT OF VENICE
AND

TWELFTH NIGHT
ORSON WELLES AND MERCURY
THEATER PLAYERS

PHONE
GRAMERCY

7-2707

CATALOGUE
MAILED FREE

A MOST COMPLETE SELECTION OF
COLUMBIA 72t ,Ralye’ CLASSICAL RECORDINGS

Please mention NEwW MAssEs when patronizing advertisers



24

CHESTERS™ ZUNBARG,

A delightful hi
ABE LINCOLN & 'I'HE CHESTERS

bid you proclaim emancipation from slavish
eares. Post or phone your reservation for an
exhilarntmu Lincoln’s Birthday week-end. Big
doings, Many indoor, outdoor diversions. Write
Fallsburg 53.
WOODBOURNE, N. Y.

pronto. Or, ’‘phone:
OPEN ALL YEAR

ZINDOREST PARK

MONROE, N. Y. Phone 7788
Formerly a millionaire’s estate
CLOSED NOW
Will reopen February 10th
Reservations may be made now

““HLINCOLN'S BIRTHDAY WEEKEND AT
BLUE MOUNTAIN LODGE

means a superlatively good time. It means
good sport, good friends, good food and good
accommodations as well. Automatic heating

throughout.
N. Y. OQOentral to Harmon Station
PEEKSKILL Phone 1403 New York

Something new and DIFFERENT!
Ride Beautiful _Trails, Skiing.

Sleigh Riding. Skating. 8ki- lor-
ng. All oconveniences. Speel
rates Lincoln-Washington Birth-

days. GRam. 7-3138.

Enjoy your vacation at R

EAGER ROSE GARDEN

308 7th St., Lakewood, N. J. Former Schildkraut Hotel
® All sports. Social activities.
® Vegetarian food, if desired.
® Moderate rates for the entire season.
PHONEDR 4-3328
N or LAKEWOOD 423
When in_ Lakewood Be Sure to Visit Yowr
Comrades At Their Rendesvous

THE ROYALE

708 Princeton Ave. Telephone
Lakewood, N. J. Lakewood 1146
Our New Annes Assures you of
Added Social and Sport Facilities
Special rates for readers of New Masses
ELBAUM ANNA BROUDE
SPECIAL DIETS

SON!A

TEN ACRE PINE PARK
Squankum Road, Lakewood, N. J.

Ice skating, sports, entertainment. Excellent
cuisine. Diets arranged. Phone Lakewood 261

WP NITGEDAIGET

N-THE-HUDSON
BEACON, N. Y Phone: Beacon 731

ALL SPORTS
Hotel Accommodations: Per week $17—Per day $3
City Office: EStabrook 8-1400. Transportation: ES tabrook 8-5141
r by N. Y. Central R.R

Come and spend your winter vacatien

UNITY HOTEL

501 Mommouth Ave. Lakewood, N. J.
Cemradely atmosphere ~ Excellent cuisine = Winter
sports—Entertainment a la Unity

Jake Schwarts & Moishe Gress
Tel.: Lakewood 1159

Moderate prices

Year after gear it’s

ﬁ
" ARROWHEAD LODGE

B ELLENVILLE, NEW YORK S. SLUTSKY, Prop.
LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY WEEKEND

- 3 DAYS $11.00
@ Skating and Skiing @® Orchestra
| ] ® Outdoor sports ® Entertainment
Make your reservations now for a friendly and
[ | interesting vacation =— Phone Dr. D. Newman

JErome 6-2334.

Please mention NEwW MASSEs when patronizing advertisers

bound to appeal chiefly to Anglophiles and
other snobs, but there is just enough in it to
give other persons a pleasant surprise. Mr.
Smith offers a warm defense of the expatriates.
It would be more convincing if he had not
succeeded in making us realize that he him-
self has something to say, not because, but
very much in spite of, his English residence.

GrANVILLE Hicks.

Approach
To Music

WHAT 10 LISTEN FOR IN Music, by Aaron
Copland. W hittlesey House. $2.50.

AARON CoPLAND, besides making an en-
viable name for himself as one of the
most talented and progressive of our native
composers, has demonstrated that he is articu-
late as well as creative. His lecture course on
“What to Listen for in Music” has been one
of the most popular series at the New School
for Social Research, New York, and its pub-
lication in book form comes like a fresh,
salty breeze to cleanse the musty, perfumed
atmosphere of most available elementary works
on what is hopefully called music “apprecia-
tion.”

Most writers on the subject “approach the

problem from the standpoint of the educator
or the music critic,” Mr. Copland starts off.
“This is a composer’s book. To the composer,
listening to music is a perfectly natural and
simple process. That’s what it should be for
others. If there is any explaining to be done,
the composer naturally thinks that, since he
knows what goes into a musical composition,
none has a better right to say what the
listener ought to get from it.” And what he
wants to know from anyone who takes him-
self seriously as a music lover is: “(1) Are
you missing anything as far as the notes
themselves are concerned? (2) Is your reac-
tion a confused one, or are you quite clarified
as to your emotional response?”’—questions
that “apply equally well to a Palestrina Mass,
a Balinese gamelan, a Chivez sonatina, or the
Fifth Symphony.”
. The technique of music is complex, to be
sure, but the fundamentals are simple. Ques-
tions like these and the straightforward ap-
proach to their answers that Copland presents
should be of yeoman service in dissipating the
smokescreen of mystery and buncombe that
has come to envelop listening to, thinking,
and writing about music. And after the purple
or schoolmarmish styles into which “apprecia-
tion” writers almost invariably fall, it is
mighty refreshing to come across someone
like Copland who writes conversationally,
straight from the shoulder, unaffectedly, and
yet with a grip on his basic logic.

The best and truest talk here is in the
Preface, the opening chapters (‘“Prelimina-
ries,” “How We Listen,” ‘“The Creative
Process in Music”), and the closing “From
Composer to Interpreter to Listener.” The
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chapter on “Opera and Music Drama” is less
arresting, but it ranks as the most sensible
and constructive statement of an intelligent
contemporary approach to a form that ordi-
narily suffers no less from its idolators’ de-
fenses than from its critics’ attacks.

My only complaint is that Copland, in his
main sections on “Four Elements of Music,”
“Music Texture and Structure,” “Funda-
mental Forms,” doesn’t carry out the exciting
promise of his preliminary chapters. It’s sound
stuff, concisely presented, but while free from
the lapses into banality and hifalutin’ non-
sense of most elementary studies, it doesn’t
break enough new ground.

But one can’t expect too much, and the
revelatory and arousing writing on music
such as one finds in Morris’ Contrapuntal
Technique in the Sixteenth Century, Dyson’s
The New Music, Warlock’s The English
Ayre, some of Tovey’s analysis and parts of
Gray’s history, doesn’t come along every day.
If Copland doesn’t do a job in its specialized,
and perhaps even more difficult, field com-
parable with that done by such works as
these, he does handle a tough task well. Those
multitudes of musically interested but musi-
cally ignorant and inferiority-ridden amateurs
who clamor so piteously for a really good,
understandable introduction to the supposedly
most mysterious of the arts need turn no
longer to witch doctors and fatuous preachers.
It’s a pleasure to commend Copland’s book
to them. It will be an even livelier pleasure
to salute the book on music Copland will
write some day, a book as honest as this and
with more of the audacity of his own Piano
Concerto, the combined fun and function-
alism of his Second Hurricane.

R. D. DArreLL.

About
Spain

SALuDp! Poems, Stories, and Sketches of Spain
by American Writers. Edited by Alan Calmer.
International Publishers. 10 cents.

HIS booklet contains stories by James

Neugass, Edward Newhouse, and Pru-
dencio de Pereda; sketches by Erskine Cald-
well and Joseph North; poems by Kenneth
Fearing, Vincent Sheean, S. Funaroff, David
Wolff, Norman Rosten, and others. Among
the stories, de Pereda’s ‘“The Denunciation”
is perhaps the most effective; its terse account
of peasant heroism in a rebel- and Nazi-con-
trolled section of Spain is unforgettable for its
simplicity and human warmth. Bernabe, the
chief character of this story, suggests in his
unpretentious courage the magnificent revo-
lutionary workers and peasants of Soviet films.
The account of ‘““The Family Ribas” con-
tained in James Neugass’ “On the Road” has
the same homely warmth, while “Ghost,” an-
other of the Neugass sketches, supplies a
touch of Homeric humor not amiss in the
tragedy which must necessarily pervade con-
temporary writing about Spain. “They Also
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Ser\{e,” by Newhouse, is a capable piece of
tragic irony.

David Wolff’s “The Defenses” is perhaps
the best of the poems; its sharp imagery and
the intense passion with which it cries out
against fascism make it memorable even
among the sharp and passionate poems of our
time. “Elegy for Our Dead,” by Edwin
Rolfe, has the classic dignity of a Greek
epitaph coupled with a very modern vigor;
" the same may be said for Brinnin’s “For a
Young Poet,” its seventeenth-century verse
form and rhythm harmonizing subtly and
beautifully with the contemporaneousness of
its subject. The poems by Kenneth Rexroth,
Fearing, and Rosten are not less effective in
their various ways; nor, indeed, does any piece
of work in the pamphlet fail in what it sets
out to do. Altogether, it may be said that
Salud! is not unworthy of the heroic Abraham
Lincoln Brigade, to which it is dedicated.

"This is the first in a series of booklets de-
signed to provide the general reader with
moderately priced work of a high literary or-
der. The project is extremely valuable, and it
is to be hoped that Salud! will get the support
which it so fully deserves.

Joy DAvIDMAN.

The Refugee
Problem

REFUGEES, Preliminary Report of a Survey,
by Sir John Hope Simpson. Oxford Univer-
sity Press. 75 cents.

THE REFUGEE IN AMEerica, by Harold
Fields. Oxford University Press. $2.50.

F THE books under review that of the

British baronet is factual and states-
manlike. It is true that much of the historical
material today becomes redundant, since it
deals with refugees displaced by wars and
civil wars following the World War. An
account is given of the impotence of the
League of Nations in failing to solve by
benevolent resolutions the problems of the
pressure and drift of world populations. The
concluding pages of the report, however, in
their succinct and realistic approach, out-
weigh a library of pietistic tracts.

The contribution of Harold Fields, both
in its approach and treatment, is that of the
“social worker.” He apparently set out to
write the type of composition of which this
reviewer might himself have been guilty,
dealing with the contribution of the alien to
American civilization. Mr. Fields labors to
metamorphose that thesis into a study of the
problem of the refugee. Sir John makes it
clear that, so far as concerns the United
States, no such legal distinction exists. Mr.
Fields, however, does violence to factual con-
clusions. He lists as distinguished “refugees”
persons who emigrated to America volun-
tarily thirty years ago. It would seem that
the author intended to write the kind of
work which was made popular in the halcyon
days of the “melting pot,” by Zangwill, Koh-
ler, and Louis Marshall. Such a work cannot

at this time be an effective contribution to
the problem of the modern refugee, a term
which, since the revocation of the Edict of
Nantes in 1685, properly applies to “one who
flees to a foreign power or government for
safety.” However persuasive Mr. Fields’ book
may be in pointing out again that ours is a
land built largely by aliens, the volume is im-
properly titled, as it does not in fact deal
directly and realistically with the modern
problem of the refugee since the advent of
fascism.

The origin of this problem in Nazi state
policy is recognized by Sir John Hope Simp-
son, in his Preliminary Report, and he cor-
rectly appraises the danger in the adoption of
the Nazi technique by other harassed govern-
ments, when he says:

The policy of the German government since 1933
in actively discriminating against its Jewish popu-
lation has greatly increased the difficulties of Jews
throughout Eastern Europe. Other governments,
embarrassed by problems arising from their Jewish
minorities, have seen Germany adopt, with little
apparent injury to herself and without effective
opposition from other states, a policy of victimiza-
tion that has already led to the emigration of one-
quarter of her total Jewish population. They have
seen the success and impunity with which Germany
has carried through a persecution of Jews which
has included the substantial confiscation of their
property and of their employment. They have seen
other countries both separately and in cooperation
assist the emigration of a section of population
arbitrarily described as “undesirable.” They have
seen relief organizations and the charity of the
civilized world respond to a process equivalent to
blackmail. The temptation to these other govern-
ments to follow the German example is obvious. If
the policy pursued within Germany and later within
Austria is taken as a precedent, other countries may
argue that the only way they can secure the inter-
est of the international community in their popula-
tion problems is to adopt a similar policy and to
begin to convert the domestic problem into an inter-
national problem of refugees.

Precisely. And that is why Herr Schacht’s
role as Hitler’s traveling salesman in search
of ransom money was no less despicable and
anti-social than the role of the ordinary kid-
naper, despite the fact that Herr Schacht
operated in striped trousers and white gloves.

CHARLES RECHT.

Cheap
Fake

THE PatroL Is ENDED, by Oloff del¥et.
Doubleday, Doran & Co. $2.75.

T LEAST William Carney of the New

York Times has never pretended to be
anything else than a public-relations man for
Spanish fascism. Oloff deWet, on the con-
trary, would like to have you believe that
he is an English aviator, a soldier of fortune,
who fought for a while in the loyalist air
force.

The Spanish republic, which for two years
has withstood the invasion of two countries
and the non-intervention of others, is, in The
Patrol Is Ended, an organization of cut-
throats and felons; Mr. deWet could scarcely

By William Faulkner

This is the story of two lovers who
traded grief for the memory of flesh,
and regretted no part of their bargain.
Charlotte’s story may shock a few peo-
ple, for its unusual theme as well as its
honest language, but it will be greeted
by most readers as the first clarion
statement of the world’s epidemic of
lovelessness. Faulkner tells this power-
ful story against another which inter-
locks with it in theme—that of a con-
vict swept free of a prison camp by
flood, struggling to get back to the
“safety” of prison walls and so rejecting
women and freedom alike. “The im-
pact is terrific.”—~John Chamberlain, in
Harper’s. 340 pages, $2.50

The Best Short Plays of the
SOCIAL THEATRE

Edited, with an Introduction
By William Kozlenko

The complete and unabridged texts of
ten important plays: Waiting for Lefty,
Bury the Dead, Hymn to the Rising
Sun, The Cradle Will Rock, Private
Hicks, Plant in the Sun, This Earth Is
Ours, Give All Thy Terrors to the Wind,
Running Dogs, The Dog Beneath the
Skin. 456 pages, $2.50

Just Published

THE MAN WHO
KILLED LINGOL

The Story of John Wilkes Booth
By Philip Van Doren Stern

Mr. Stern treats the story of Booth not
merely as history, but as drama-—and
as a study in the psychology of murder.
The result is grand, exciting reading.

384 pages, $3.00

Now in its FIFTH printing

MAYS HOPE

By Andre Malraux
is the outstanding WAR NOVEL of a

generation. It is selling at the rate of
nearly a thousand copies a week. $2.50

RANDOM HOUSE
20E. 57 St., N.Y.
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What one Issue “of
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can do for you

1. Guide you to a “Best Buy” in a Rab1o-PHono-
GRAPH combination, perhaps save you a con-
siderable sum by pointing out which instru-
ments ranked highest for tone quality and
faithfulness of reproduction and which may
be expected to perform more satisfactorily
than other instruments of the same general
type in the same general price range. (Pages
12 toi 16.)

2. Tell you by brand name which Hair DYEs are
most effective, which may cause serious skin
disorders, which are relatively ineffective,
how to find out beforehand whether any
particular brand will harm you. (Pages 3
to 6.)

3- Show you why industrial or “Five-and-Dime”
L1FE INSURANCE has been called “the greatest
life insurance wrong.” (Pages 10 and 11.)

4. Give you the results of laboratory tests for the
comparative value of 25 muslin and percale
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niture,” and “Baby” sales you are most apt to
make genuine savings on and which of these
sales are apt to be frauds. (Pages 26 to 29.)

6. List for yow the names of the patent medicine
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and Drug Administration is now taking action
against and about which it says: “There is
now no doubt that this drug has been respon-
sible for numerous deaths.” (Page 29.)

7. Warn you of the hazards of home dry clean-
ing; warn you against investing in certain
types of saving plan associations now mush-
rooming around the country, and show you
how a few simple habits in caring for your
electric irons, floor lamps, toasters, radios and
other electric appliances may save you ex-
pensive repair jobs. (Pages 7 to 9, 31 to 35.)
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make his way through the streets for the
corpses. He was fascinated by corpses. They
were everywhere. They smelled. The Spanish
people, on trains, in restaurants, at home en-
gaging in conspiracies against the government,
also smelled. Not half as much as Oloff
deWet, however.

The Patrol Is Ended is a cheap fake, not
worth worrying about. Books of the same sort
were written in great numbers about the
Russian Revolution. Its technique is new only
as applied to Spain—it will take in nobody.
It will not have much of a sale even among
pro-fascists because of its astounding literary
style, several cuts below the pulp magazines,
so pasty that most of the time, with the best
will in the world, you are unable to tell what
the author is talking about. The general melo-
dramatic outlines are clear enough. When his
flying contract ran out and Russian aviators
(Mongol Dupes) arrived, he pretends to have
carried on some kind of shabby intrigue, evi-
dently under the impression that he was the
Scarlet Pimpernel, to get condemned per-
sons out of the country. He does not believe
in politics, of course. He would make an ideal
witness for the Dies committee—entirely un-
scrupulous, knowing no more about his sub-
ject than what he has read in the Hearst
press. The publishers describe this atrocious
mess as “an honest record of what war does
to a man; a young Englishman’s vivid and
sensitive story of his experiences in loyalist
Spain.” As fiction it would have been bad
enough, it would have been terrible; but
to palm it off as a chronicle of fact is thor-
oughly outrageous. ROBERT TERRALL.

*

Brief Review

Jounny Ger Your MoNey's WorTH, by Ruth
Brindze. Vanguard Press. $2.

As the title indicates, this book teaches the boy
and girl of modern America the art of buying.

After a clear exposé of the phony advertising
methods used by big and little business, indicated
by the huge sums spent yearly by them on publicity,
Miss Brindze demonstrates how manufacturers even
descend to the level of chicane to sell their products.
The following story of a hoax perpetrated by a big
cereal company is a case in point. Jack Armstrong
is a popular and entirely fictitious radio character.
“His mother becomes seriously ill.” Boys and girls
of the radio audience are asked to help him by buy-
ing a box of Wheaties and mailing the box top to
the company. Part of this money, they are led to
believe, will go to Jack to “take care of his
mother.” The whole story was proved a fantasy
invented to promote the sales of the cereal.

Having disposed of business ballyhoo, Miss
Brindze analyzes certain staple products such as
clothes, food, shoes, materials, etc., giving much
practical advice on the buying of them. She tells
of the federal government’s laboratory run for the
testing of materials intended for purchase, and sug-
gests that what the government does, so can indi-
viduals, by certain simple tests, accomplish in a
minor degree.

The book is written in appropriately simple
language, and entertainingly illustrated by Emery
I. Gondor. It is well worth the $2, since it con-
vincingly demonstrates the economic value of co-
operative protection and realistic thinking in this
age of false social values, HeLEN BURLIN,
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call Tiba Garlin. CAledonia 5-3076.
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OHN GARFIELD’s second picture, They

Made Me a Criminal, is an expert patch-

work of hokum in which his exciting per-
sonality is well supported by the Dead End
Kids, Gloria Dickson, May Robson, and
Claude Rains. It is the story of a champion
boxer who is forced to become a fugitive after
being involved in a murder he did not com-
mit. He lands on a ranch in Arizona where
the kids have been paroled from reform school.
He too is reformed but has to expose himself
in a local fight club in order to make money
to save the old ranch. One of the most artifi-
cial devices ever generated by a writer is used
to hang the story together, to wit—he is fi-
nally recognized by the detective, not by his
face which the dick knows quite well, but by
his peculiar fighting stance; as if anyone could
be in doubt about the distinctive features of
Mr. Garfield.

They Made Me a Criminal is excellently
directed in the spirit of Warner Brothers’
realism; it includes at least two superb scenes
—one of the gang and Garfield going swim-
ming in an irrigation tank where they are
nearly drowned when the water is let out
so far that they can no longer reach the top
of the tank, and not far enough for them to
touch bottom. It reminded me of some of the
physical dilemmas that used to thrill the read-
ers of the Youth’s Companion. The other
notable scene occurs in the dressing room of
the Arizona fight club when two local boys
and our hero wait to meet the sideshow gorilla
for $500 every round they can stay with him.

The situation is artificial, or at best an ex-

ceptional one, but Garfield gives it an air of

universal importance. The same dramatic sus-
pense could be worked up about an unem-
ployed man in order to use Garfield for a
more telling purpose than entertainment. It
begins to look as though this compelling fellow
will meet the fate of Cagney and Spencer
Tracy, American working and middle-class
types, who have never been given honest mate-
rial. Their pictures are phenomenal because
of their presence in them and not because of
any virtue in the story.

GarsoNn KanIN, the imaginative twenty-six
year old director, who made the fine picture
A Man to Remember, had better pull a
tantrum or marry Greta Garbo or get himself
mentioned for the role of Rhett Butler, or
by some such maneuver convince the RKO
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'The New Movies

front office that he is a genius and had better
be left alone. His new picture, The Great
Man Votes, is burdened with bad preparation,
hurried production, and a most unbelievable
script. Briefly, the plot provides that John
Barrymore is a scholarly dipsomaniac with two
small children whose respect he earns by trad-
ing his vote, which is the only one in an
important election district, for the job of com-
missioner of the public schools. Let us look at
the sure-fire elements that have been piled
into the picture: the debut of Peter Holden,
child actor; the presence of Virginia Wiedler,
a child favorite; Barrymore in a character
part; an attempt at political satire; and a
moralistic finale in which it is said that every

man is a king on election day, be he ever so
humble the other 364.

Although the film has a small budget—
$200,000—it was an attempt at a prestige pic-
ture, by which the producers mean: look, folks,
we can make art pictures too. But Hollywood
is not content with a simple, well developed
story with its feet down in reality. It may be
art but it also has to be box office. So they
start Mr. Kanin off with the same trio of
characters he had in his previous film—an
elderly widower bringing up his motherless
children in genteel but proud poverty. The
idea of adding political satire on boss politics
was a good one, but Hollywood’s damnable
caution, that often becomes cowardice, robs the
satire of any effectiveness. Juggling his stars,
each with their peculiar talents, and balancing
the moods of pathos, indignation, gayety, and
malice, becomes too much for any director to
handle. Like a Stan Cavanaugh twirling his
Indian clubs, Mr. Kanin does his very best
to keep them all in the air at once. But the
producer in the wings tries to make him a
better juggler by throwing in several more
clubs, namely the old chestnut of having the
children threatened by a juvenile court, and

even a love affair for Barrymore. I can’t quite
make up my mind whether Mr. Kanin dropped
all the clubs or not. I seem to see him bravely
throwing three or four of them after the cur-
tain has gone down.

There is every evidence that Garson Kanin
is a fine director. One sequence in which the
camera trucks along, showing the children’s
feet as they drag off to school, is the best
thought of the picture. The little girl walks
on the cracks of the pavement and the boy
kicks a tin can and the camera never goes
above their knees, despite an important con-
versation between them.

But The Great Man Votes is a miss, a con-
sistently interesting if a puzzling and discon-
nected one. Speaking for Mr. Kanin, I de-
mand a recount; let him make a picture about
one of a million real stories of life without
benefit of the bright angles thought up by the
producer. Also, a story that does not require
us to check our common sense in the foyer.

The Shining Hour is another instance of
exceptional talents squandered on a trifle.
When Margaret Sullavan, Joan Crawford,
Melvyn Douglas, Robert Young, Fay Bainter,
and that impressive Negro actress Hattie Mc-
Daniel are working with dialogue by Ogden
Nash and direction by Frank Borzage, it
would be an excellent idea to compliment
them with a bit of dramatic material. Actors
are a long-suffering folk. I fail to see how
Job keeps all his publicity fresh when he has
so many contemporary rivals in the flickers.
Here is an exemplary collection of thespian
talents, laboring like a black gang to stoke
some fire into a burst potboiler about a dance-
hall gal who finds the life of her country
squire slightly irritating.

A CORRESPONDENT HAS INTRODUCED several
important points about the Soviet film The
Great Citizen, now playing at the Cameo.
‘The writer reminds film goers that they should
not misunderstand the function of the repre-
sentative of the Central Control Commission
in the film, who comes to unsnarl the crisis
caused by the plotters. “Control” in the
German and Russian usage means to ‘“‘check,”
to “‘investigate,” rather than arbitrarily to
dominate a situation. The true meaning is
given in the actions of the control commis-
sioner, but the correct designation is also im-
portant. Second, because the Soviet masses are
thoroughly familiar with the circumstances of
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the 1925 period, the film presumes on that

knowledge and leaves much explanatory ma-
terial unsaid for the American audience. Thus;
the question of unemployment which is raised
by the oppositionists in the film who say
planned production and improved techniques
will cause unemployment, is not answered ade-
quately by the protagonists of the Soviet
people. It is simple stuff for a Moscow school-
boy to answer that one. That answer is: there
was no unemployment. Improving production
freed thousands of workers for immediate jobs
on other necessary works. Before the beginning
of the second Five-Year Plan unemployment
insurance was already a thing of the past be-
cause there was simply no unemployment.

James Ducan.

Noel Coward’s
New Offering

NEW revue opened last week. The music

was dull, banal, and imitative. The
jokes were delicate little period pieces, dredged
up from ten-year-old back copies of the New
Yorker. The dancing was feeble. So was the
singing. The two big numbers have been on
victrola records for five years, to the delight
of Harvard freshmen, circa 1932.

The revue starred one of the world’s great-
est comediennes. But although the audience
cooperated manfully, the lady’s material was
so utterly awful that even she couldn’t do
much with it.

But because the revue was Set to Music,
written, staged (and the staging was terrible),
conceived, rehearsed, directed (the direction
was halting, to put it in kindly phrase) by
none other than the great god Noel Coward,
the SRO sign hangs on the Music Box ticket
window these brisk January nights and young
men in white ties and silk hats fight for every
inch of the available standing room. Ho-hum.

Beatrice Lillie carries the whole show on
her wonderfully expressive shoulders, and
there were moments when she almost—but
not quite—made up for the incredible stupidity
of the rest of the Coward opus. But even Miss
Lillie can’t do much with a spy sketch which
has all the earmarks of something gotten up
in a big hurry for the Harvard Hasty Pudding
Club by one of its less talented members. “The
Stately Homes of England” number is all very
well, but it turns up in Act I as well as Act I
and it’s five years old in the first place. Be-
sides, Pins and Needles and Sing Out the
News people do that sort of thing with much
more flair,

Set to Music is really a downright scandal.
Only a British sophisticate with one of those
cast-iron reputations would have had the
nerve to dish up a revue so old, so inexpert,
and so dull for a Broadway audience. After
all, the standards are pretty high this season.
We have Leave It to Me! and The Boys from
Syracuse. But then, only a really blue-blooded
New York night-club sucker would be dope
enough to lay out $4.40 for the dubious pleas-

NEW MASSES

ure of sitting through Set to Music. Only, I
wish Beatrice Lillie would get somebody good
to do her a show, because I think she’s wonder-
ful. Woe! that she has to struggle through
the songs and skits of Mr. Coward’s dreary
offering. .

WE NOW COME TO one of the worst turkeys of
this or any other Broadway season, a charm-
ing little number entitled W here There’s a
Will. It was billed as a comedy, and has some-
thing to do with one gang of the characters
having illegitimate children at the expense of
the opposition’s honor. Sacha Guitry wrote
and starred in the play in France, but either
the translator took out ‘all the dirty lines or
Frenchmen are easily amused—for nobody
laughed the other night when I saw it. Nobody
at all. It was very awkward, and towards the
end several people began to chuckle feverishly
because they felt so sorry for the cast.

Incidentally, there was one interesting
actress in it—a lady named Anita Bolster, who
deserved far, far better for her American
debut.

Heaven only knows why anybody in his
right mind took the trouble to produce # here
There’s a Will in New York. The whole
thing fills me with gentle melancholy.

RutH MCcKENNEY.

Four Art

Exhibitions

HELD for the benefit of Chinese civilian
victims of war is “Three Thousand
Years of Chinese Jade,” on view at the Arden
Gallery, New York City, till February 4.
The admission fee of 50 cents is amply re-
paid by the sheer sensuous beauty of the jade
axes, hilts, spearheads, cups, daggers, orna-
ments which comprise the first comprehensive
exhibition of jade to be organized in this
country. Scholarship is not needed for one to
know that here is art of a high order, an index
of the ancient and stable civilization of China,
now threatened by fascist invaders. Although
the growing practice of charging admission
to exhibitions is not wholly to be commended,
this is a worthy cause and a noteworthy ex-
hibition.

On view through February at the Riverside
Museum, New York City, is the retrospective
exhibition of the documentary photographs of
Lewis W. Hine, some of them made as long
ago as 1905. In a period when documentary
photography is the vogue and when much
photography is wrongly described as docu-
mentary, it is important to study these pio-
neer works. For they possess indisputable
social content, plus form. They serve also as
a tradition for the newer generation of pho-
tographers.

There is a lesson social artists may well
learn from photography, namely, that to be
a powerful social weapon a picture must be
concrete and realistic, packed with tangible
content. The nature of the photographic me-
dium permits this objective to be achieved,
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possibly more easily than in the mediums of
painting and the graphic arts. At any rate,
artists who rely on the older mediums will
have to substitute for the unflinching fidelity
of the camera eye an equal vigilance of the
human and more fallible human vision. In
calling for a greater degree of observation
from social artists, the critic has this impor-
tant precedent.

The recent exhibition at the ACA Gallery,
New York City, “Paintings by Seventeen Ar-
tists on Social Themes,” indicates that indeed
artists are more and more coming to under-
stand that no art can be born of lack of
experience and knowledge. Even if they have
not always been able to study their subjects
from the life, as in Harriton’s Memorial Day,
Chicago, 1937, nevertheless the themes they
choose to present are from life, though but
reported. Other subjects, as Tromka’s share-
croppers and coal town and Gottlieb’s fisher-
men, have been directly observed.

A further step in growth is that artists
are finding time to “think of their painting
problems in esthetic terms.”” This fact, con-
tinues the brief introductory note in the ex-
hibition’s catalogue, means that “their works
have plastic as well as pictorial meaning.”
An admirable instance is Evergood’s Tfhe
Hurricane, in which plastic values are created
not for their own sake, but to enhance the
psychological impact of the painting. This
picture is built around the idea of the need-
less waste and devastation of the hurricane;
horror great enough to arouse the human will
to action is its method of protest. Here method
and meaning are fused. Here, also, we have
the argument of fact that form and content
must be fused if the work of art is to achieve
its objective.

An experiment in form and content which
has a useful purpose of a somewhat different
nature is the photographic documentation of
the modern dance now being carried on by
Barbara Morgan. Recently her photographs
of Martha Graham, Doris Humphrey, Charles
Weidman, Hanya Holm, José Limon, and
younger dancers dancing have been exhibited
at Columbia and Barnard. They are now
being circulated throughout the country to
numerous dance centers, including the West
Coast, Chicago, New England colleges, Phila-
delphia, . and elsewhere. For
which have not had an opportunity to see in
reality the revolution which has overtaken
the dance in our era, these photographs are
a revelation. For students of the dance and
for future ages, they are indispensable docu-
ments. ErizABETH NOBLE.

People’s
Music

HE art of music is so firmly enchained
by the cupidity of managerial exploita-
tion that we must all join in the fight to
assist and maintain the activities of a free
art. Such a fight is now being waged by the
supporters of the Federal Music Project, to

communities
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GROUP THEATRE PRODUCTIONS
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“The most absorbing drama of the season.”
—Lockridge, The Sun

‘ROCKET TO
THE MOON’

By CLIFFORD ODETS
Morris Eleanor Luther

CARNOVSKY LYNN ADLER

BELASCO THEATER, 44th Street, East of Broadway WINDSOR THEATER, 48th Street, East of Broadway
Eves. 55¢ to $3.30 MATS. THUR. & SAT. 5S¢ to $2.20 Eves. 55¢ to $3.30 MATS. WED. & SAT. 55¢ to $2.20

EXTRA MATINEES LINCOLN'S AND WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAYS

“A4n entertaining play. Excellently acted.”
—W atts, Herald Tribune

‘THE GENTLE
PEOPLFE’

A Comedy by IRWIN SHAW
Franchot Sylvia Sam

TONE SIDNEY JAFFE

/
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@ “It cannot and must not be missed by one who loves
his country and his theatre.”—WHIPPLE, World-Tel.

RAYMOND MASSEY in
" ABE LINCOLN IN ILLINOIS

By ROBERT E. SHERWOOD Staged by ELMER RICE

PLYMOUTH THEATRE, W. 45th St. . Cir. 6-9156
PRICES: EVENINGS 8:30, ORCHESTRA $3.30. BALCONY $2.78 to §1.1¢
MATINEES WED. & SAT. 2:30, $2.75 to $1.10
EXTRA HOLIDAY MATINEE MONDAY FEBRUARY 13th

/

~ FEDERAL THEATR
B I G B l. 0 way Theodore Pratt. MAXINE ELLIOTT Thea., 35th St., E. of B’way. PROJECT for N. Y. C.
Evgs. (exo. Mon.) 8:40; 25¢-$1.10. Matinee Saturday, 2:40. CH. 4-5714 °

AND THE LION. By George Bernard Shaw. LAFAYETTE Thea.,

WORKS
PROGRESS
13ist 8t. & 7th Ave. Evgs. 9 (exc. Mon.) 25¢c-55¢. Mat. Sat. 3 ADM.

4 ANDROCLES

7

AT AT AWAKE & SING 5 S oo bt B e i Bl T
N\ D - : -$1.10.
D T T T PTNOCCHID o morom b eie T Sl o h
R §\ \\\\\\%l Ezsg 25:950 8830.. . 45, . . 2:45. . H
THE NEW YORK SINFONIETTA ]‘;
MON MAX GOBERMAN, Conductor M
. Program
Jan. 30 CORELLI Christmas Concerto I
. BACH Concerto in D Minor S
Ralph Kirkpatrick, Harpsichord S
8:30 MOZART......ooo. Serenade “Notturno,” No. 6 I
p.m. SHOSTAKOVICH......Two Pieces for String Octet g
WASHINGTON IRVING HIGH SCHOOL, 17th & Irving Place
Tickets: Steinway Hall, Workers Book Shop or write to 350 ,Wen 57th St., New York City. 50 cents

NEW MASSES PRESENTS

ANNA SOKOLOW

and Her Dance Unit

Sunday, February 26, 8:30 p. m.
Alvin Theatre, 250 West s2nd Street, N. Y. C.

Tickets: 83c—$1.10—$1.65—$2.20

Benefit: New Masses and Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy
Make reservations now! Call CAledonia 5-3076

NEW MASSES LECTURE BUREAU

will furnish speakers to organizations and clubs.
Harry Carlisle Sender Garlin A. B. Magil
Theodore Draper  Henry Hart Joseph North
James Dugan Milton Howard David Ramsey
Harry Gannes Joshua Kunitz Sam Sillen
Richard Wright

Write to New Masses Lecture Bureau, 31 E. 27th Street
or Call CAledonia 5-3076 regarding our Lecture Plan.
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All Hits
No Errors!

A cavalcade of Cabaret
TAC’s best numbers of this season se-
lected by public acclaim. A gala show
that will win the ‘“most entertaining”
award in the league against fascism.

PICKET LINE PRISCILLA

CHAMBERLAIN CRAWL

TALIAN ANGELS

FOLD UP YOUR WINGS
SWING AWAY WITH DALADIER

And Other Hit Numbers
All Performed by Stars of
Stage, Radio and Screen

Dancing After the Show

CABARET TAC
THURS. FEB. 2nd 8:40
ADMISSION: 83c & $1.10
Proceeds to Refugee Aid Campaign

MANHATTAN CENTER

34th STREET & 8th AVENUE
Tickets at:

THEATRE ARTS COMMITTEE

132 W. 43rd St.—BRy 9-6025
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37 West 57th Street, New York City
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REMOVED FOREVER
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A physician in attendance
RESULTS GUARANTEED!

FREE Consultation. ME dallion 3-4218

NOW-—ONLY $1 PER TREATMENT
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Letters reproduced ex-

M“Itigraphiﬂg— actly like typewriting,

any quantity. Also
mimeographing, printing and mailing. Quality work
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] 121 West 42nd Street, N. Y. C. BRyant 9-5053
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preserve what may be called the first sem-
blance of a “people’s music” which this coun-
try has yet seen.

Since its beginning, the Federal Music
Project has made music available to those
who wanted to learn or merely listen, with-
out exorbitant cost, sometimes free, regard-
less of race, color, or creed. It has been in-
strumental in organizing the largest music
school that the history of music has ever
known, giving lessons in piano, violin, and all
other phases of the art to innumerable per-
sons. It has given young artists and young
composers an unprecedented opportunity to
exhibit their talent. It has covered every
facet of music for the enjoyment and en-
lightenment of all. And, most important, it
has made music available to those who can-
not afford the ridiculous prices of Carnegie
Hall, Town Hall, and the Metropolitan
Opera House. The best of our musicians and
critics have recognized the value of the Fed-
eral Music Project; you, as music lovers, must
lend weight to their stand. Go to the con-
certs at the Federal Music Theater, New
York City; that is one way of giving your
support. The other is by informing friends,
congressmen, the President, WPA officials,
and all who will listen, of the value and
necessity of the Federal Music Project.

Another form in which the struggle goes
on against uptown managerial pressure is ex-
emplified by two popular-priced concerts
which will be given the evenings of January
30 and February 20, at the Washington Ir-
ving High School, New York City. These
concerts will be by the New York Sinfonietta,
an organization which has made a remarkable
success under the conductorship of Max
Goberman. As a conductor, Goberman showed
such talent in the recordings made for Timely
Records as to elicit praise from every record
critic of reputation for his crisp and sure con-
ducting of unfamiliar music, old and new.
The first concert, which will be assisted by
Ralph Kirkpatrick, harpsichordist, and Nor-
man Dello Joio, organist, features music by
Corelli (Christmas Concerto), Bach (Clavier
Concerto in D-Minor), Mozart (Notturno—
Serenade No. 6), and Shostakovich (Two
Pieces for String Octet)—a program which
promises to be of exceptional interest, and
which may be heard at movie prices.

Another series deserving of a support which
it has not yet had, is the Subscription Concert
Series sponsored by the Musicians Committee
to Aid Spanish Democracy. Musically, these
evenings are of top rank, the Budapest and
Mischakoff quartets having already played.
Yet to come are the Perole String Quartet,
an evening devoted to the music of Spain, and
the Coolidge String Quartet. These concerts
will also feature soloists of distinction, includ-
ing Eduard Steurmann, pianist; Simeon Belli-
son, clarinetist; Vincente Gomez, guitarist;
and Frank Sheridan, pianist. In order, the
dates will be February 10, March 10, and
April 7; all concerts are at the New School,
New York City.

JouN SEBASTIAN.
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Every Thursday at 8

KEYNOTE
FORUM

201 W. 52 ST, N. Y. C.

Admission 35 Cents

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26

Ruth McKenney

“My Sister Eileen’s
Uncle Ezra’

*

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2

Michael Gold and James Dugan

(13 o .
Has Swing a Social
Significance?”
(Illustrated by Records)

scow Art Folo

We have a limited number of folios of reproductions
from the Museum of Western Art in Moscow. Each folio
contains twenty-two full-color prints of French moderns,
Cezanne, Gaugin, Derain, Manct, Matisse, Monet, Picasso,
Pissarro, Van Gogh. These reproductions are hand-
somely mounted and ready for framing (they are
14v,"” by 12”), or suitable simply to keep as part of
your collection (they are bound loosely in gray, stiff
boards). Ordinarily they sell at $4.50. However, and
until the supply runs out, we are offering a combi-
nation of a year of New Masses and the folio for $6.50.

A Year of New Masses and $6 5 Use the
the Moscow Folio, both for b d Coupon

NEW MASSES, 31 EAST 27TH STREET, N. Y. C.
Please enter my order right away for a year’s sub-
scription to the New Masses and the Moscow folio
of reproductions of modern art. I enclose $6.50.

Address.

City.

Occupation NM

If you are at present a subscriber and wish to
take advantage of this offer by extending your

I
I
|
ame
) |
]
l
l
|
i

subscription a year, check here.
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NEW MASSES
CLASSIFIED ADS

40c a line Min. charge $1.20
7 words in a line Deadline Fri. 5 p.m.

Classified ads can not be accepted over the
telephone, and must be paid for in advance.

INSURANCE

Whatever your needs—PAUL CROSBIE, established
smce 1908—FREQUENT SAVINGS, 135 William St.,
N. Y. C. Tel. BEekman 3-5262.

ORANGES FOR SALE

NATURAL Tree-Ripened. No sprays used. Del. ex. pre-
gzld Bushel $3.50. Gtapefrmt $32 Tangerines $3.
ixed $3.50. Half bushels $2. A Burket, Sebring, Fla,

PIANO TUNING

PIANO TUNING, regulating and
restoring and voicing. Excellent work. Ral
247 West 34th Street. Tel. LOngacre 5-

PICTURE FRAMING

YOUR FAVORITE pictures framed correctly and_rea-
sonably, Original Art (Q,o 1470 Pitkin Ave., Bklyn. Near
Howard Ave. DI 2-5820. 10% off to N. M readers.

PLAY TABLE TENNIS

BROADWAY TABLE TENNIS COURTS (Ping Pong)
1721 Broadway, bet. 54th and 55th Sts. N. Y. C. 1st floor.
Open noon to 1 A, M. CO. 5-9088. Two tournaments
weekly at 9 P.M. Tuesday Handicap. Friday Open
Class A tournament. Expert instruction available.

ROOM FOR RENT

NEAR BROOKLYN COLLEGE. (IRT). Large, com-
fortable, modern. Furnished or unfurnished. Telephone,
maid service. Share kitchen. Reasonable. NA varre 8-3879.

SCHOOLS

NEW THEATRE SCHOOL, 132 W. 43rd St., CH ick.
4-8198. Day and_Evening Courses in Acting, bxrectmg
Speech, Play-writing, Production for Professional and
Non-Professional Theatre, Low Tuition. New-Day Board-
ing School Department, Beautiful Surroundmgs Register
Now. New Term Feb., 13. Catalog * free on request.

VACATION RESORTS

MILLARD’S LODGE
A Cozy Retreat in the Pines,
Famous for its Cuisine and Homelike Atmosphere.
Moderate Rates. 423—Tth Street, between Madison
anddlfrcgsest Avenue, Lakewood, N. J. Phone: Lake-
w00

airing. Tone
J Appleton,

WANTED—THEATRICAL TALENT
WANTED:

actors  and actresses,

Talented oun,
Yed becoming members of

singers, dancers mterested in
theatrical group. gly Keynote (New Masses Club-
rooms, 201 W. 52d St.) Dallg between 1 and 5 P.M.
or write New Masses Box 157

GOINGS ON

ANALYSIS OF THE NEWS of the Week cverg Sun-
day evening at 8:30 p.m. at the Workers School,
85 East 12 Street, 2nd floor. Admission 20 cents.

ANNA SOKOLOW AND DANCE UNIT, First full
length recital of season. Alvin Theater, 250 W. 52d St.
Sunday evening, February 26th. Tickets 83c.-$2.20, Re-
serve your tic ets now and avoid being disappointed.
Call CA ledonia 5-8076. Sponsored by New Masses.

THE PHOTO LEAGUE presents a series of symposiums
starting Friday, Jan. 27, 1939 with a discussion on
“Function  of P otog’raphy ‘Chairman: Willard D.
Norgan; Speakers: Robert Disraeli, Beaumont Newhall
Elizabeth McAusland, Future Speakers include: Paul
Strand, Beremce Abbott, Margaret Bourke-White and
Anton Bruehl. A C A Gallery, 52 West 8 St.

MARIE MARCHOWSKY (of Martha Graham Concert
Group) and Dance Group. Full length recital of new
dances. Washington Irvin Sunday evening
Feb. 19. All tickets reserveg 110 $83 $.55 at studio
CérH b2ygxlnsail from C. Allison Berland 13 West 17th St.,

ADVERTISE YOUR NEXT AFFAIR IN
the NEW MASSES under

“GOINGS-ON"”’

A Column Devoted to What’s On Around

Town!
Parties, Dances, Lectures, Etc.
DEADLINE: FRIDAY, 5 P. M.

RATE: 40 CENTS A LINE
7 WORDS TO A LINE MINIMUM CHARGE $1.20

Please mention NEw MAsses when patroniging advertisers

Dance

Events

F oR the Dave Doran Memorial Committee
at the Mecca Temple, New York City,
in order of appearance, Jane Dudley, Sophie
Maslow, Bill Matons, Ailes Gilmour, Miriam
Blecher, Anna Sokolow, Mira Slavonica, José
Limon, Katherine Litz, Martinez and An-
tonita, and the Theater Dance Company, in
a program of concert and theater dances, most
of which have been seen and well received in
these parts a number of times.

The high spot of the evening was Anna
Sokolow’s Case History No.—, the solo study
of the slum-tenement boy caught in the trap
of insecurity and, jobless, relentlessly shoved
by the forces of his environment into lawless-
ness. With five mothers up at Albany, plead-
ing with the governor for the lives of five
such boys, it was especially poignant.

Jane Dudley and Sophie Maslow have a
good idea in W omen of Spain, and “Yester-
day,” the first part of the dance, has especially
good movement and choreography. The “aris-
tocrat” of the work, however, is much too
capricious in his oppressing of the people—
and the people a little too pliable,

Miriam Blecher composes and moves with
considerable inventiveness and ingenuity, on
such materials of importance as Three Jewish
Songs. Her treatment, however, inclines to
the sentimental and tends to dissipate much
of the dancer’s vitality and good direction.

Bill Matons, dealing in violent gestures and
sometimes in antics, offers no dull moment in
the concert hall. His American Rhapsody
treats of the emotional struggle of the young
people who can’t make love on a dime; his
Edward and Wally is a satiric thumba built
on the great Windsor-Simpson romance as
sung in Trinidad. Ailes Gilmour, whose poise
and lyricism scarcely suggest such movement,
nevertheless proves an excellent partner for
the percussive Matons.

Mira Slavonica, anti-fascist refugee from
Czechoslovakia, presented interpretive folk
dances that date a bit in the American dance
theater. Martinez and Antonita danced a
Bolero and a Jamba Gitana. The dances of
José Limon, Katherine Litz, and the Theater
Dance Company have been reviewed recently
in these columns.

Of the younger dancers, incidentally, the
American Dance Association began a series
of studio recitals at Studio 61, Carnegie Hall,
New York City, Sunday afternoon, January
22. The association will hold the second of
its national conventions at Mecca Temple,
February 4 and 5. OwEeN BURKE.

Charles Martin
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COURSES IN

PHOTOGRAPHY

1 FUNDAMENTAL PHOTOGRAPHY
2 BASIC PHOTO TECHNIQUE

3 PHOTO JOURNALISM

4. DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHY

5 HOBBY PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE

STUDY AT THE MOST PROGRESSIVE
SCHOOL IN THE COUNTRY

PHOTO-LEAGUE

31 E. 21 STREET
TUITION $15 for 15 SESSIONS
20% REDUCTION TO TRADE UNION MEMBERS
WRITE OR CALL GR. 5-8704 FOR DETAILS

Photography Classes

ELEMENTARY AND ADVANCED CLASSES.
5 MONTHS COURSE—$25

Art Classes

Beginners, Advanced Students.
5 months course—$27.50 and up.
Children—5 months $10 & $15.

Register Now!

NEW TERM BEGINS JANUARY 30

American Artists School
131 West 14 St, N. Y. C.

WA. 9-5397

AN ANTI-SEMITE
by Stuart Chase

At last! The solution you’ve been waiting for.
And as authentic as the village store it was
found in. Here, instead of the old bromide

“Some of my best friends . . .”” is a weapon
that immediately turns the Jew-baiter’s
offense into a defense. Also in the February

COMMON SENSE

What Cost National Defense? by Major
Eliot; Snow W hite and the 8 Giants: Amer-
ica’s Biggest Monopoly, by Herbert Harris;
What Is Democracy? by Maury Maverick;
three other articles; etc.

COMING
BERTRAND RUSSELL states the case for
absolute neutrality. Five nationally known
liberals defend and five others attack his
position. (March)

COMMON SENSE, 315 4th Ave.,, N. Y. C.
Enclosed find $1 for 7 mos. lrial beginning Feb.

Name.

Address.

Please mention NEw MassEs when patronizing advertisers



J. . S.
HALDANE

WHEN Franco started driving north from Al-

geciras, the Spanish government was lacking
in most of the things which the war-conscious nations
had. It lacked trained soldiers—which it soon de-
veloped; it lacked munitions—which it never got;
and it lacked technicians.

Among the many trained technicians and scientists
who put themselves at the disposal of the Madrid
government none had a greater reputation or wider
experience than J. B. S. Haldane. The son of a British
scientist who ranked alongside Darwin, Haldane had
a secure and independent status of his own as a
leader of present day British biologists. He had
pioneered in the laboratory; he had taught at Oxford,
his own university, at Cambridge, at the University
of London; he had been president of the British
Genetical Society; he was the author of several widely
acclaimed books — Daedalus, Callinicus, Possible
Worlds, Animal Biology (with Julian Huxley), The
Inequality of Man, and The Causes of Evolution.

After his stay in Madrid, as government adviser
on air raids and chemical warfare, Haldane returned
to London and wrote, largely on the basis of his
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NEW MASSES, 31 EAST 27TH STREET, N. Y. C.
Enclosed please find $4.50 as payment for a full

experiences in Spain, A. R. P. (Air Raid Precau-

tion), which, by its exposure of the inadequacy of
the government’s methods, stirred up a raging hor-
net’s nest in pro-Chamberlain circles.

And now, beginning with his article in this issue,
NEW MASSES is proud to announce that J. B. S.
Haldane will become a regular contributor. He will
deal with the questions that most puzzle the layman;
he will disentangle and explain in progressive, hu-
manitarian language the mysteries incarcerated in
the scientific journals and most important, he will
show science in the service of the people and help
blast what passes for science in the camp of the
people’s enemy, the fascists.

year’s subscription to New Masses and a copy of

I Like America.

Name of Subscriber

Address

Name of sub-getter.

Address
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Regularly in
NEW MASSES
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