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HE first of Earl Browder’s week-
ly articles on current political
questions will appear next week.

Robert Forsythe is on vacation for
a few weeks. He will resume his
page shortly after Labor Day.

Granville Hicks will speak in
Philadelphia on Aug. 31, for the
" New World Bookshop Forum in
the Marguery Room at the Hotel
Adelphia.

George Furiya, whose translation
of Kensaku Shimaki’s From a Jap-
anese Prison we published in the
February Literary Section, is at work
on a novel, under contract to Wil-
liam Morrow & Co.

Jay Allen’s article on Spain is
now scheduled for next week’s issue.

By an unfortunate accident, two
important omissions in Maurice
Samuel’s article on Palestine last
week altered the sense of the origi-
nal. The last paragraph in the sec-
ond column of page 3 shoul read:
“The other way [of creating a rela-
tive homogeneity of economic struc-
ture] is to create an area within
which a Jewish majority can absorb
an Arab minority upward into the
Jewish economy. If this were feasible
for the whole of Palestine, it would
be desirable. It is not feasible.” By
omitting the italicized phrase, the
impression was given that Mr.
Samuel did not consider a relatively
homogeneous economic structure pos-
siblé in any part of Palestine,
whereas his entire argument was
based on the premise that this could
be accomplished by partition in the

proposed new Jewish state. The other -

omission came in the last sentence
of the third paragraph on page 5,
which should read: “A progressive
economic ideology inevitably implies
a progressive political ideology.”

The body of Ben Leider, the first
American aviator to go to Spain,
will arrive in this country on Au-
gust 18. Leider, who was one of the
founders of the American Newspaper
Guild, died in action in February
1937. A memorial service is being
arranged on the 18th by the Friends
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade.

Early in September International
Publishers will issue a small collec-
tion of poems and stories on Spain,
by American writers. This will be
the first in a contemplated series of
literary pamphlets, printed at popu-
lar prices and designed for mass
circulation. Among the NEw MaAssEs
contributors who will appear in the
Spain collection are Edwin Rolfe,
S. Funaroff, Prudencio de Pereda,
Saul Levitt, Edward Newhouse,
David Wolff, and Muriel Rukeyser.
Further contributions are invited by
the publishers.

The books discussed by C. Day
Lewis last week will soon be pub-'
lished in America. Farrar & Rinehart
is releasing Eric Linklater’s The Im-
pregnable Women. On August 25,
Harcourt, Brace & Co. will publish
Virginia Woolf's Three Guineas.

What’s What

ETER PAuL HARTMANN writes to
us from Honolulu:

“Anent your ‘new subscriptions’
campaign, permit me to inform you
that there are even now more middle-

. class and professional persons (espe-

]

[Setween Ouwrselves

cially teachers) who are constant pe-
rusers of NEw MaAsses than you may
expect. I am an everyday chair-
warmer in the capacious magazine
reading-room of the Library of Ha-
waii—which, by the way, is the most
progressive public library I have
ever come across. In the lobby’s most
conspicuous display space are two
double-row  book-racks, containing
non-fiction new books for outside cir-
culation. The latest Communist, So-
cialist, and other progressive and lib-
eral books are among those daily
changed and replenished, and every
new book pertaining to the USSR is

conspicuously placed and
marked ‘T'wo-Week Book.

“NEw Masses and Sowiet Russia
Today are on the display shelves,
enclosed in heavy binder-covers to
prevent their being purloined. This
innovation was instituted because of
my repeated complaints of their per-
sistent disappearance soon after ar-
rival. Even so, it is difficult to get
hold of either, because there is nearly
always someone deeply immersed in
their pages, while fiction and reac-
tionary magazines lie begging for
attention. At times they are out on
loan cards; on such occasions I put
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plainly_

my own copies on the_ shelf in the
plainly marked spaces for them, so
that eager readers may satisfy their
progressive appetites. (I purchase my
copies of NEw Masses at a local
newsstand, since I can’t afford to pay
for a yearly subscription in a lump

_sum, being on the “old-age assis-

tance” dole and having no other in-
come.) So, you see, NEwW Masses is
more popular than you might sup-
pose, at least in sugar-planter-domi-
nated Honolulu and environs. I asked
the lady in charge of the loan desk
what happens to old numbers of New
Masses and Sowiet Russia Today,
and she told me that if they are not
on the ‘recent number’ shelves they
are out on circulation or on the li-
brary trucks that go around the island
of Oahu on daily trips. Let’s hope
that this is so in other cities and
towns on the mainland, as we call
continental America in this paradisi-
cal (ouch) archipelago.”

Who’s Who

1cHARD H. ROVERE is on the staff

of NEw MassEs. . . . Marc Frank,
our Mexican correspondent, wrote an
article on Standard Oil activities in
Mexico in NEew Masses of April 5.
. . . George Macgregor is a student
of South American affairs. . . .
Christopher Isherwood and W. H.
Auden, two young English writers,
have collaborated on many works,
including Ascent of F-6. They re-
cently returned from a trip to China.
.+« A collected edition of the poetry
of William Carlos Williams has
been announced for early publication.
. . . Ralph Ellison is a young Negro
writer. . . . Mark Marvin is editor
of Theaire Workshop. . . . Anthony
Buttitta was formerly editor of Con-
tempo, a literary journal published
in Chapel Hill, N. C., and has con-
tributed to the Saturday Review of
Literature and other publications.

Flashbacks

C LIMAXING a wave of repression,
cavalry rode with drawn sa-
bers into a mass meeting of eighty
thousand in Manchester, England,
Aug. 16, 1819. Of those who met
that day to demand reform, eleven
were killed, four hundred wounded,
including one hundred women. So
enraged was poet Shelley that he
wrote The Mask of Anarchy, con-
cluding:

And these words shall then become

Like Oppression’s thundered doom

Ringing through each heart and
brain,

Heard again—again—again!

Rise like lions after slumber
In unvanquishable number!
Shake your chains to earth, like dew
Which in sleep had fallen on you—
Ye are many, they are few!

Liberal editor Leigf Hunt of the

Examiner, to whom the poem was

submitted, later commented: “I did

not insert it because I thought that

the public at large had not become
sufficiently discerning to do justice

to the sincerity and kind-heartedness

of the spirit that walked in this flam-

ing robe of verse.”
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I YOUTH LONGR

They Will Come from Fifty-two Cduntries to Poughkeepsie Next Week

i

HE outlines of the World Youth Con-

I gress were first set forth by the Inter-

national Federation of League of Nations
Societies in June 1933. The occasion was
simply that fifteen years after the armistice
the world was in the midst of economic de-
pression; an aggressive war had been success-
fully waged in Manchuria, as before the first
. Congress Mussolini’s legions would be deep in
Ethiopia. New nationalisms were the order of
the day, a super-natienalist had already
taken power in Germany, and Europe was
rearming at a rate as menacing as that of
the days immediately preceding the World
War.

Against that, independent youth organiza-
tions had sprung up throughout the world,
most of them directly or indirectly partici-
pating in politics, all of them sincerely inter-
ested in preserving peace. These organizations,
having seen the breakdown of the Disarma-
ment Conference and the Economic Confer-
ence, organized by the League of Nations,
were by no means sold on the efficacy of the
old techniques, but all of them understood
that there would be no peace save through
cooperation. To that end the IFLNS—an
international organization of people believing
in the League of Nations idea, though not
uncritical of its past performances—brought
together representatives of the largest of these
youth organizations, hoping that, through the
Federation, a degree of integration and co-
operation could be attained.

In Geneva, in the summer of 1936, the
First World Youth Congress convened. There
were tremendous difficulties in getting it un-
derway. Delegations from Germany and
Italy had been asked to participate and
actually did so until a fortnight before the
opening session. They then received orders
from their governments to stay away and con-
demnatory statements were issued from the
two large fascist countries. Succumbing to
pressure from local reactionaries, the Swiss
government decreed that at no time during
Congress discussions could aggressor nations
be mentioned by name. In various countries
campaigns to discredit the Congress as a Com-
munist undertaking were inaugurated and

’
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Ad Reinhardt

these held back several organizations which
had agreed to participate.

But the World Youth Congress was held
in Geneva in 1936 and it did succeed in most
of its objectives. Over seven hundred dele-
gates came from thirty-five countries and de-
clared that ‘“‘the organization of collective
security is indispensable.” Glancing over the
proceedings, one sees in what sense the Con-
gress fulfilled its objectives, Differences of
opinion were freely and vigorously expressed,
hammered out in commissions,. and minimum
points of agreement stressed. Catholics, Protes-
tants, Socialists, Communists put forward
their ideas of the basic approach to interna-
tional peace, national differences were studied.
Out of the week of discussion came twelve
solid-type pages of resolutions embodying in
the main a sane and reliable program for the
maintenance and extension of democracy with-
in nations and between nations.

In less than a week the Second Youth Con-
gress will open with a mass meeting at New
York’s Municipal Stadium on Randall’s Island.
From there the delegates will adjourn to

Poughkeepsie for a week of deliberation simi-
lar to that in Geneva two years ago. This
time Congress activities will revolve around
four commissions studying The Political and
Economic Organization of Peace, The Eco-
nomic and Cultural Status of Youth and Its
Relation to Peace, The Ethical and Philo-
sophical Bases of Peace, and The Interna-
tional Role of Youth. This time delegates will
come from fifty-two nations, and the estimate
at present is that over 650 delegates and ob-
servers will attend.

At a general press conference in the Hotel
New Yorker, I asked Miss Betty Shields-

- Collins, international secretary of the World

Youth Congress and director of its Geneva
office, what she considered to be the advantages
of a Congress held in this country.

“It gets us away from the idea that Europe
is the center of the world,” she said, “and
that has its advantages for both European and
American Youth.”

I could see what she meant. European youth
could better be made to understand the pos-
sibility of receiving and the necessity of work-
ing for understanding between this and Euro-
pean nations; and American youth could see
at close hand the internationalism, the in-
divisibility of peace and democracy. Miss
Shields-Collins went on to explain the effect
of the American-held Congress on delegates:
“In Geneva there were four representatives
from all South America; in Poughkeepsie
there will be upward of 150. True, the Euro-
pean delegations will be somewhat smaller,
but they are more familiar with World Youth
Congress work.”

I also asked Miss Shields-Collins about the
differences in attitudes which she encountered
in her work. For example, did young people
in Europe.even consider the possibility of iso-
lating themselves from aggression, as long as
there was aggression in the world?

“There is some isolationist sentiment among
the youth of Switzerland and the Scandinavian
countries,” she explained, “but otherwise, as
you in America know it, it is hardly a force
to be contended with. I don’t wish to mini-
mize the difficulties, of course. There is
apathy, hopelessness, and confusion in many
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places. In England large numbers have been
influenced by the Aldous Huxley type of
pacifism; but in general, wherever young
people are able to express themselves freely,
they realize the need for cooperation.”

- To date Catholic youth organizations in

this country have refused to participate. I
knew that this had been a problem of the
Congress, and I asked Miss Shields-Collins
about it. She pointed out that Catholic dele-
gates, officially representing Catholic youth
organizations, were coming from Spain, from
China, and from Czechoslovakia.

“Consider that for a moment,” she said.
“Spain, China, and Czechoslovakia—the three
countries most victimized by aggression. Un-
der such conditions, religious and political
barriers tend to break down, and the youth,
indeed the whole people, realize that democ-
racy is something to be defended concertedly,
by all its adherents. Of course the situation
here is regrettable, but there is hope in the
fact that the conflicts tend to lessen as the
forces are defined.”

She was eager to point out to us the pol-
litical and religious composition of the Con-
gress. She defined it as embracing all those
who believed that in the conduct of inter-
national affairs “there should be a higher
morality than force.” Religiously, it takes in
everyone: Buddhist, Confucian, Jewish, Cath-
olic, Protestant (all sects), Mahometan, ag-
nostic, and atheist. Politically it ranges all the
way from members of the Young Communist
and Young Socialist Internationals to fol-
lowers of ex-Chancellor Schuschnigg of Aus-
tria and the youth of such fascist and semi-
fascist states as Poland, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia,
and Rumania. These latter delegates, while
their political philosophies differ greatly from
those of the vast majority of the delegates,
are attending on the basis that this is a Con-
gress against aggression and their countries,
no less than others, are potential victims of
aggression,

‘What can the World Youth Congress ac-
complish? At this writing there is every evi-
dence that it will again declare for collective
security. In each democratic country the
youth groups can press the governments to
adopt those measures needed to make it a
force for peace. In this country it can be one
more strong voice for the lifting of the em-
bargo on Spain. In England it can be an-
other force against Chamberlain betrayal. In
France it can demand the opening of the
border. In Czechoslovakia ‘it can be reassur-
ing to a threatened people. It can mobilize
aid for Spain and for China. Miss Shields-
Collins told us that a possible development
of the Poughkeepsie Congress -was a world-
wide campaign against illiteracy; the signifi-
cance is obvious. There are other obvious
values in simply bringing young people to-
gether: strength, unity, understanding. . Be-
tween sessions the World Youth Congress
conducts many activities. Last year it con-
ducted a youth camp outside the Paris Ex-
position; National Youth Assemblies are held
in many countries for the groups aﬁ,iliated to

the World Youth Congress. Last year at
La Couneuve, France, it conducted an Inter-
national Study Conferenée; there are tours
and youth hostels, and the activities of the
organization penetrate in these many ways
into even the smallest towns and villages.

Very significant, for us as Americans, will
be the effect of the Congress on thousands
of our youth who have been involved in its
preparations and execution. The attitude that
now finds its expression in isolationism has its
roots deep in the conditioning of American
youth, More often than not American edu-
cation, for obvious reasons, has emphasized
the notion that this is a country apart, that
any parallels with European or Asiatic na-
tions are, a priori, bound to be false, that the
future of the United States bears no rela-
tionship to the destinies of other countries.
Engendering this sort of provincialism has
its values for reactionaries -anywhere, but it
has been easier here than elsewhere because
its rationale is provided for by our relative
geographical isolation. But the contact with
contemporaries from other countries afforded
by the Youth Congress will in itself go a long
way toward dispelling the isolationist attitude
from the minds of American youth.

*

*

NEW MASSES

The Youth Committee Against War, part
of the Keep America Out of War Committee,
has adopted from its senior organization a
clause that calls for ‘“realizing the culpability
of all nations” in warmaking. It would be
best not to bring up that slogan in Pough-
keepsie, for there will be many there who
know better. I do not think the Chinese dele-
gates would take very kindly to the suggestion
that the blood being shed around Hankow is
no more Japan’s fault than China’s. Nor is it
likely that a Czechoslovakian youth leader
could be made to understand that if Hitler
enters Czechoslovakia, it will be at that coun-
try’s invitation. Here again, the mere presence
of young people from the real storm centers
of the world will serve to disabuse American
youth of isolationist dogma.

The World Youth Congress is a force for
peace, for the intelligent organization of world
peace. It represents a generation that has to
do something about war because it is so di-
rectly involved. Fortunately for the world, it
is a generation that can cut the kid stuff
and knuckle down to the serious proposition
of stopping the madness that threatens us
all. American progressives will welcome and
encourage it.

*

APOLOGY FOR LIDERALS

Whether the greater or the little death

be more to fear; whethér the ominous voice
and iron murder of bombs, the broken forehead,
the limbs left bloody in broken stone, the murder,
the sudden bursting of the flesh asunder

in a red scream, whether the last destruction

be the last degradation; or whether the spirit
stiff and encrusted with lying, the flinching eyes
poor shifts of daily death, the pride

resolved in filth, be a worse worm to bear

than any gnawing the eyeholes of a skull

lost on the battlefield ; pity the little death,

fighters, pity cowards.

The fear prevails the shame prevails the terror

weakens the cords of the knees and loosens the tongue
and we are wounded by any whisper of music

and we endure barely the weight of a word

and we turn aside. O then be merciful

to the soft hands the delicate torn fingernails
unarmored eyes. Forgive these cowards

for the weak dream; forgive them tremulous,

forgive them broken. Let them come upon

some easy corner of death. Pity these cowards,

you struck into fragments by the bombs, you perishing
under a scream of air and falling steel,
you fighters you fallen in battle,

Joy Davibman.
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Unshackling A Great Democratic Art

JAMES

GREAT hope for a free screen, the center-
A piece of democratic culture, is con-
tained in the civil anti-trust action,
United States of America v. Paramount Pic-
tures, Inc., et al., entered in the Federal Dis-
trict Court of Southern New York last month.
The government’s attack upon eight major
producing companies, Paramount, Loew’s, Ra-
dio-Keith-Orpheum, Warner Brothers, Twen-
tieth-Century-Fox, Columbia, Universal, and
United Artists, together with numerous sub-
sidiary corporations and 132 executives in the
film industry, is designed to break up a mo-
nopoly over production, distribution, and ex-
hibition,

The government seeks an equity decree
which will force the defendants to release con-
trol of distribution and exhibition. Warner
Brothers, for instance, own nearly five hun-
dred movie houses; Loew’s chain of 150 thea-
ters is worth nearly $75,000,000; and, ac-
cording to the government Bill of Complaint,
the eight corporations named ‘“control about
65 percent of all pictures produced from the
selection of the story to the final showing at
the theater.” The complaint, an aggregation
of facts running to thirty thousand words, in-
cludes a history of the motion picture to date,
with all of the main corporate trends in the
industry shown in detail. It is a complete
justification for the statement of the late Harry
Alan Potamkin, the brilliant Marxist film
critic, who said:

The movie was born in the laboratory and
reared in the counting house. It is a benevolent
monster of four I’s: Inventor, Investor, Impre-
sario, Imperialist. The second and fourth eyes are
the guiding ones. They pilot the course of the
motion picture so that it is favorable to the
equilibrium of the ruling class.

The monopolistic interaction of the defend-
ants is not hard to understand when you realize
that they are the eight children of Morgan
and Rockefeller. The accompanying chart
shows the corporate family tree. It also il-
lumines the piquant fact that Chase National
was the only banker-relative brought up in
the New Deal dragnet. The chart shows the
direct blood tie about which the other
cousins were more discreet. ‘

The government’s action, instituted by As-
sistant Attorney General Thurman Arnold,
comes at a time of great confusion in the movie
world. The American audience, in the words
of defendant Sam Goldwyn, “is on a sitdown
strike against bad films.” The moviegoing
habit is losing its automatic responses; the

’

DUGAN

88,000,000 customers per week are fingering
the goods before they buy them. Film pro-
ducers have been unable or unwilling to ad-
just their standards to meet this mass criticism.
If the movies are opium, the stuff is losing
its soporific properties.

The second factor shaking the towers of
Hollywood is the group of independent thea-
ter owners who have been ruthlessly vic-
timized by the monopoly which extends from
the studios to the producer-owned theater
down the street. The independent is forced to
rent his pictures through regional exchanges
which are completely dominated by the major
producers. He suffers from the discriminatory
practice of block booking which means that
he must contract for all of the bad pictures
to get the good ones. He finds that the
monopoly theater gets the first playing dates
and the best pictures; that he may be charged
exorbitant rentals as in the fifty-fifty deal
asked for Snow W hite and the Seven Dwarfs.
These independents have strong organizations
which have been sponsoring bills in various
state legislatures to curb monopoly practices.
They look to the New Deal as the final
arbiter.

The third factor, which has just appeared
on the scene, is the independent producer,
whose salvation lies in the breaking up of the
monopolies. As Potamkin observed, the inde-
pendent producer is forced to make cowboy
pictures, fake Africans, and cheap sex films
to edge into the market. He supplies the pulp
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brand of movie fiction and is allowed to exist
as long as he does not move into the big time.
The most important of the independents is
Walter Wanger, who made Blockade. ‘This
sprightly entrepreneur reasons quite correctly
that the public will pay heavily for films with
a progressive, topical content. To produce such
films he must buck the entrenched trusts. He
must borrow his stars from the big boys, his
money from the bankers, his stories from pro-
gressive writers like John Howard Lawson.
If he succeeds in getting his script through
the Hays-office censorship, he still has to fight
to get it distributed into the monopoly-con-
trolled theaters. The most important struggle
of such a producer is a political one. Will
Hays, the office boy of the gang, may pass
his script without comment, but the sabotage
of the trusts on progressive ideas begins when
the film is completed. United Artists, through
which Wanger’s films are distributed, have
not been pushing Blockade. They have failed
to use the flood of laudatory messages received
by the producer from progressive America;
they have shirked the distribution of a pic-
ture that is, in box-office language, ‘“‘red hot.”

Wanger recently spoke in Hollywood, at
the Conference on the Freedom of the Screen,
vigorously asserting his right to make more
Blockades, free from the myriad interferences
of reaction. If the government is successful
in breaking up the monopoly, it will have also
broken up -the purely political control that
obtains for pictures like Blockade.

The reactionary political aura that sur-
rounds billion-dollar monopolies stifles trade
unionism in the picture industry. The bar-
gaining power of film labor will be tremen-
dously increased by the restoration of free
competition in the business. Fifty thousand
production employees in Hollywood, plus 12,-
500 in the exchanges, and 241,000 theater em-
ployees have a big stake in the suit.

We have, on one hand, small exhibitors cry-
ing for a better product, men like Wanger
eager to give it to them, and a vast democratic
audience “sitting down” until they get better
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pictures, That is the simple dilemma that
monopoly control of the movies has created.
That is the granny knot the trust has tied.
The reactions to the suit of the defendants
and their troops of propagandists are as amus-
ing as they are cynical. The action had been
expected for some time, but the fat boys were
dreaming in their palaces when the blow came.
Variety, chief fan-bearer to the fevered brow
of the producers, had assured them that the
government would politely wait for ‘“cool
weather” before starting the suit. Unlike re-
cent anti-trust actions by the New Deal, the
action is civil rather than criminal. A few
weeks before, the main group of defendants
had visited the White House, an action which
led to a voluntary formation of a committee

from the industry to “self-regulate” trade

problems. This committee was so hurt by the
brutal action of the government that it finds
itself unable to get to work. Sidney R. Kent,
the chairman, said, “The most satisfactory so-
lution of our problems eventually will be
reached through self-regulation, rather than
litigation.” In blunter words: “Let us alone.”
Joe Schenck, chairman of Twentieth-Century-
Fox, put the producer’s attitude with more
candor when interviewed in Paris by Variety:
“Outcome of the tiff will mean at worst the
setting up of subsidiaries such as Stdndard
Oil of New York, New Jersey, etc.”

The fate of similar anti-trust actions by
previous administrations gives the defendants
the hope that the trial is a long way off. They
hope it will stretch out as long as the seven-
year trial of the Famous Players-Lasky case
in 1927,

In the meantime the eight companies are
cooperating in a million-dollar propaganda
campaign around the slogan, “Movies Are
Your Best Entertainment,” in-the hope that
this rather modest statement will fill ‘theaters.
Will Hays said, “In all of its worldwide rela-
tions the American motion picture industry
has found its government to be helpful and
understanding in every respect.”” While Hays
strews flowers and his bosses plan the long
delays in court, the beginning of a direct cam-
paign on the public may be seen in statements
in the New York Times. One of these argu-
ments, that the suit will discourage the pro-
duction of super-colossal feature pictures, is
certainly poor pleading to the moviegoer who
finds these cavernous bores the main insult
from Hollywood. Part of the million-dollar
fly-paper fund will undoybtedly go to elaborat-
ing these ingenuities,

Itemization of the government’s charges re-
veals the enormity of the economic misdeeds
of corporate Hollywood, disregarding the cul-
tural implications of the film monopoly. In a
given city two or three of the defendants
may have a pooling agreement, involving their
theaters. Thus in Pittsburgh one of these
agreements keeps the Aldine Theater closed
and retards competition between the remain-
ing houses in the pool. Admission prices can
be fixed and independent competitors kept
away from the product. The producer-
exhibitors may establish theaters in territory

Snow

“I will adopt that system of
regimen which . . . I consider
for the benefit of my patients,
and will protect them from
everything noxious and in-
jurious.”

¢ HIPPOCRATIC OATH

already served by independents, shut off the
first-class pictures from them, and drive them
out of business. The fact that each year sees
less feature pictures being produced, from 1,046
in 1917 to 352 in 1936, makes the pressure
greater. In 1917 there were swarms of in-
dependent producers competing in a free mar-
ket. ‘The trust has eliminated almost all of
the independent producing units, and the num-
ber of films has consequently diminished, leav-
ing the independent showman with the ragged
ends of the year’s crop, or second and third
runs of films his monopolistic foes have already
shown. :
Agreements among the defendants keep the
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number of monopoly-controlled theaters in any
city down to the size of the audience, so that
they will not override each other, but merely
squeeze out the independents. The process of
squeezing an established independent theater
out of new territory is called by the trade “dis-
tress methods” which, according to the com-
plaint, includes, “Threats of building a thea-
ter or theaters, in opposition to the independent
exhibitor if he does not agree to sell; threats
to deprive the independent exhibitor of product,
or desirable product, if he does not agree to
sell ; the purchase of theater sites in the neigh-
borhood of the independent exhibitor, with the
suggestion conveyed to the independent ex-
hibitor, either directly or through third parties,
that the major producer-exhibitor in question
intends to build and open a theater on the new
site if the independent exhibitor will not agree
to sell; threats to purchase an equity or inter-
est in the independent theater for the purpose
of gaining control through reorganization or
otherwise; and the imposition upon the inde-
pendent exhibitor of arbitrary and unreason-
able clearance and zoning schedules. The oc-
casions and circumstances wherein and where-
under some or all of these methods have been
used by the producer-exhibitor defendants, or
some of them, are too numerous to mention
herein, but have occurred in all sections of
the United States.”

Among the unsavory trade practices forced
upon independent showmen, in addition to
block booking, are: forcing short subjects and
newsreels; arbitrary designation of playing
dates; and “protection,” which is the impo-
sition of a long clearance between the original
showing and second runs which may ruin the
value of a picture. Thus on a provocative fea-
ture the first-run house increases its business
by stating that “this film will positively not
be shown here: again before next year.”

Another neat stunt for the monopoly house
is to overbuy the product, to keep surpluses
from the independent, even though many of
the extra films may never be shown. Film
rentals are a big stick held over the inde-
pendent, as well as prohibition of double bill-
ing certain pictures, and ‘“score charges,”
which originally were fees charged for sound
when it was on a phonograph disk. The mo-
nopoly exchanges actually enforce minimum
admission charges on independent houses.

Naturally all of these conditions obtain in
reverse for the monopoly chains with a few
grace notes in addition. Sharing advertising
costs, loose contracts with plenty of escape
clauses, and flexible rentals for houses with a
box-office slump, are some of these advantages.

The charges of the government are damn-
ing. They constitute an unanswerable indict-
ment of one of the most outrageous of
American monopolies. The significance of the
complaint is very much broader when the cul-
tural effect of the monopolistic practices is
added up. The movies are an art, the great
mass art, produced fittingly by a complex,
collective industrial machinery. The anti-trust
action can break up not only restraint of trade,
but restraint of a great democratic art as well.
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EXICD'S LIBERTY [EAGURR

Cardenas’ Foes Prepare for a New Trial of Strength

MARC FRANK

Mexico City, Aug. 3.

HOEVER writes diplomatic protest

‘;s/ notes to Mexico for the State De-

partment in Washington, D. C,,
would do well to reflect upon this:

The very papers and political groups down
here which find pleasure in this type of out-
side pressure upon the Cirdenas government
have begun to prophesy that the New Deal
up north has not a chance of surviving, that
Roosevelt’s recent Western tour was his last
—one paper even recalled that Woodrow
Wilson was struck down by paralysis on a
similar tour, and almost openly hoped that
the hand of God would do the same for
Roosevelt.

Secretary Hull’s demand that the Mexican
government give preference to American land-
owners over the Mexican variety in the pay-
ment of lands divided to rescue the Mexican
masses from peonage was far more than mere-
ly a diplomatic matter. It definitely encouraged
the enemies of the present Mexican regime to
prepare for another trial of strength—despite
the relative ease with which the Cedillo re-
volt was put down. From the American view-
point, any such encouragement is a major
tragedy because the enemies of Céirdenas are

« also the enemies of Roosevelt, indeed the
sworn foes of democracy everywhere. The
total effect of the recent exchange of notes
between Mexico and the United States can be
gauged only with reference to the current
internal situation in Mexico itself.

Saturnino Cedillo, onetime hope of the
Mexican reactionaries, whose revolt began six
weeks ago, is still at large, though militarily
he presents no problem. But “Cedillism” is
by no means dead. Under other names, it has
actually gained a stronger position, in some
respects, owing to the apparent ease with which
Cedillo himself was destroyed. That fostered
illusions, especially up north, it seems. “Ce-
dillism” still lacks any popular basis and is
still confined to groups ineffective by them-
selves, but it receives strong backing from the
outside. With more help and encourage-
ment, it could become a serious menace both
to Mexican democracy and to the security of
the United States. ,

It should be remembered that in Spain the
forces which supported Franco’s military ris-
ing amounted to little before the war. It
needed the combined aid of Germany, Italy,
and a portion of the Church hierarchy to
create, with considerable violence, an ap-
‘parently unified (though not united) party

for Franco. He began by proclaiming the
necessity for a “Great Spanish Spain,” and
the Spanish Phalanx even had the wild idea

- of restoring ancient Spanish influence through-

out the Americas. Nonetheless, it is not Span-
iards who are now in control of the Bilbao
mines and foundries, or the mineral deposits
and public utilities in fascist-held Spain. Nor
will they in the future unless the Republicans
win.

Mexico is going through an analogous situ-
ation. There are candidates and movements
now increasingly active who seek to overthrow
the Cairdenas regime, and, for all their pro-
fessions of nationalism, to hand the country
back to foreign imperialist domination. In the
reactionary Mexican press, George Creel’s
article in Collier’s calling upon the United

+ States to take up the White Man’s Burden

in Mexico was greeted with approval. It will
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be remembered that Creel was head of the
propaganda bureau which sold “the war to
save democracy” to the American people.

At present, movements, rather than men,
are the biggest threat to President Cirdenas,
although candidates for the presidential suc-
cession in the 1939 campaign are already be-
ing canvassed.

Currently, the most important figure out-
side the army around which the coming revolt
may center is Ramon Yocupicio, governor of
Sonora. Almost always, Mexican revolts of
consequence depend upon Sonora, whence arms
can be most conveniently imported from the
United States; Vera Cruz, containing Mexi-
co’s chief port; Puebla, which lies across the
precipitous road from Mexico City to the
Gulf; and one Southern state, whence arms
may come in from Guatemala.

Yocupicio is a difficult person to assess be-

“cause of his reputed stupidity. He is an almost

pure-blooded Mayo Indian, with a fair record
in the early days of the Mexican Revolution.
He was, however, extremely “energetic” in
his repression of the Yaqui Indian trouble
in 1926, when those fighters were dispos-
sessed, deported to Yucatan, at the other end
of Mexico, and walked thousands of miles
back to their homes. Yocupicio, with the full
assistance of the executive, became governor
of Sonora last year on a modified pro-labor
ticket.

V.AA,

Ned Hilton

“Damn that fellow, Roosevelt!”
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Almost at once, he fell under the influence
of the big Sonora landowners whose prop-
erty had not yet been distributed. Within
a few weeks of his installation, he began
a campaign against the local unions affili-
ated to the CTM (Mexican Workers Union)
and allowed the use of violence against the
local school teachers appointed by the federal
government.

But the dangerous campaign against Car-
denas cannot openly come out in favor of the
big landowners, the hacendados. The hacen-
dados themselves have realized this, and have,
in many places, apparently split up their
property by dividing it among members of
their family, who, by Mexican custom, re-
main completely under the domination of the
family council. These new ranchers have now
become “small proprietors,” and their rights
are to some extent protected by the Constitu-
tion. Thus, one of the main slogans in the
new campaign is the “protection of the small
proprietor,” when these small proprietors are,
in fact, nothing of the sort.

This campaign is paralleled by one for
the “protection of the small trader,” which
ties up very handily with a ‘“nationalistic”
anti-Semitic campaign ‘‘in defense of the
middle classes.” The association of that name
is closely connected with the fascist Golden
Shirt organization, which is also very keen,
especially in the big industrial town of Mon-
terrey, on the “right to work,” that is, on
the maintenance of the open shop and the
recruiting of scabs. One factory in Monterrey
recently staged a fake strike, and flew the
Franquist red and yellow flag instead of the
traditional Mexican labor red and black. The
owner is one of the biggest supporters of the
Spanish Phalanx in Mexico, itself closely con-
nected with the Gestapo section of Branch
No. 2 of the illegal German Foreign Bureau.

Yocupicio’s campaign “in favor of small
proprietors” is of the utmost importance be-
cause Sonora borders upon the Laguna cotton
and wheat district where the federal govern-
ment has initiated a big experiment in col-
lective farming. An attack upon the Laguna
experiment was one of the points in Cedillo’s
manifesto against Cardenas.

The policy is subtle and far-reaching, used
as propaganda to rally not only the right in
Mexico but also equivalent sections in the
United States, England, Germany, and Italy.
It calls the Laguna experiment “Communis-
tic"—it is no more “Communistic’ than the
TVA; declares that it has failed—it was
not immediately successful in its first year
for a variety of outside causes, any more than
any similar experiment would be likely to be;
points out the Communuism is “not adapted to
Mexican conditions”; and proceeds to the
conclusion that “Communism” must be ex-
pelled from Mexico, by violence if need be.
But, since the hypothesis that collective farm-
ing initiated by Cardenas is “Communist” is
of extraordinarily wide application, “Com-
munism” in fact can be extended to the whole
of Cardenas’ democratic policy. This is ex-
actly paralleled in the United States by the
similar argument of anti-New Dealers; and
the reactionary press here follows that logic
even if the State Department does not.

Besides the possible disloyalty of state
governors like Yocupicio of Sonora, Cirdenas
has to face opposition on two other fronts:
in Congress and in the army. The reaction-
aries are raising the cry for “liberty”—of the
Liberty League kind. In the Senate, which is
more radical than the Congress, Ezequiel
Padilla raises a lone voice for “labor peace”
—i.e. federal intervention against strikers—

and the “industrialization of Mexico”—i.e. -
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the right of Mexican capitalists to be pro-
vided with cheap and obedient labor. Padilla,
educated at Columbia and the Sorbonne,
learned his corporative ideas when he was
Callist ambassador to Italy in 1930-31. Before
that he served as Attorney General and Min-
ister of Education, when he did his best to
sabotage the program for rural schools. He
has a big following outside the Senate among
the Criollo middle class, lawyers, professional
ward-heelers, bankers, merchants.

A new revolt in the Congress by Gen.
Ramon Iturbe and Col. Bolivar Sierra ac-
companies the other movements. Iturbe is a
leading figure in the National Union of Revo-
lutionary Veterans, a body composed chiefly
of ex-Villistas and closely connected with the
Golden Shirts and the German embassy.
Bolivar Sierra was involved in the De la
Huerta rising, and only returned to Mexico
after Céardenas’ recent amnesty. Neither has
the right to his military title, having been
discharged from the army for treason.

These gentlemen produced a new party,
the Democratic Front, ‘“directed equally
against fascism and Communism” and, of
course, boosting “Mexicanism.” Like similar
drives against ‘“‘un-Americanism,” the Front
will in practice be directed solely against
“Communism,” the same sort of all-inclusive
“Communism” of Yocupicio, the big Sonora
landowners, and the financiers behind Padilla.
It is now being backed by almost all fascist
and pro-fascist organizations.

The current government party, the Party
of the Mexican Revolution (PRM) prompt-
ly moved against the “Democratic Front,”
demanded that its founders sign a document
recognizing the PRM’s sovereignty, and, on
their refusal, expelled them. Here again, as
in the case of Cedillo’s easy defeat, the proce-
dure was easy, but the future is still doubtful.
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The PRM was formed in February of
this year to replace Calles’ corrupt old ma-
chine, the National Revolutionary Party
(PNR). The intention was to form a sort of
united front of workers, peasants, soldiers,
and the white-collar class. It was especially
to break the old Calles bosses in the provinces
and form a dominating party genuinely and

squarely behind the Céirdenas government’s"

“New Deal” policy.

But here enters the parallel with the Demo-
cratic Party in the United States. Cardenas
cannot afford directly to alienate the many
political bosses who came in behind when
Calles nominated him for President and who
clung to office even when he expelled Calles.
Consequently, while the PRM is at one end
enthusiastically supported by genuine friends
of the Mexican New Deal, including the
whole labor movement organized in the CTM
and the Communist Party, at the other end
there are tories and straight fascists, hang-
overs from the PNR, like Yocupicio and the
organizers of scab unions in Monterrey. The
progressive wing of the party holds a leading
influence in the Senate, but in Congress it is
in a minority faced by a bloc which recently
has tried to impose the corporative state by
way of centrally controlled cooperatives, has

sabotaged the civil servants’ right to organize

by refusing them the right to strike, and even
includes persons who support Ismael Falcon’s
straight fascist anti-Semitic campaign. Many
Cedillists are still in the PRM-—“Pharisees
of the Revolution,” as Garcia Téllez, Min-
ister of the Interior, Vice-President, and re-
cently private secretary to the President, de-
nounced them to the Unified Socialist Youth.

‘The present tactic is extremely dangerous,
not only for its possibility of rallying the now
scattered opposition groups in Mexico but for
its appeal to all the reactionary groups in the

United States which dislike Roosevelt. Two
appeals are already being prepared both in
Mexico and by committees in New York, San
Diego, and Pittsburgh. One is “against the
Red Mexican dictatorship,” the other “against
the coming Communist putsch.” This “Red
dictatorship”—like Roosevelt—is to be ac-
cused of limiting liberty: the liberties of the
small farmers, the scab unions, parliamentary
opposition, and the press. Possibly most fuss
will be made about the liberty of the press,
since it is against the so-called independent
press that the CTM is now most actively
moving.

The Mexican press is free from govern-
ment interference. In fact, the leading papers
are definitely in opposition. They are, as has
been proved, perfectly free to express the
opinions of their big advertisers, of the Ger-
man embassy, from which at least two re-
ceive monthly subsidies, and of various wealthy
Franquist Spanish groups, interested especial-
ly in the cinema (which uses about three
times as much space as all other advertisers
put together). A particularly scandalous ex-
ample occurred when the weekly Hoy pub-
lished an illustrated interview with Cedillo,
after the photos and text had been offered to
foreign correspondents for $50. The reporter
was in close touch with the rebel leader.

More important is the attempt already be-
ing made to suggest that Yocupicio is being

* groomed to save Mexico from “Bolshevism,”

and that, as in Spain, the excuse for the rising
would be to anticipate a Communist putsch.
George Creel stated that there would be no
“hope” of a Rightist victory, but “a pro-
letarian horde” would come to power. An
attempt has been made to show that Cardenas
“declared” Cedillo a rebel and then sup-
pressed him. Recently discovered evidence
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shows that Cedillo’s subversive manifesto was
prepared at least as early as April, possibly
last October, whereas the revolt broke out
only in late May.

The CTM has been protesting vigorously
both against the reactionary press and against
Yocupicio. This will be shown as an attempt
to impose the beginnings of a proletarian dic-
tatorship. Therefore, the elements in the
United States which support Franco, or at
any rate his general policy of smashing or-
ganized labor, are expected to support a simi-
lar movement in Mexico. Only with this sup-
port can it hope to succeed. There is consid-
erable activity in its favor by German, Italian,
and Japanese agents, even diplomatic repre-
sentatives.

Meanwhile, the CTM is being made the
villain of the piece. Dispatches to the New
York Times have been trying to pass off
the Rightists’ actual anti-Semitism upon it.
The facts there were simply that the CTM
was conducting a drive against illegal artificial
sweatshops, most of which happen to be run
by Syrian Jews who entered the country il-
legally. For the same reason, the Mexican
government is expelling a few Jews, about
20 percent of total deportations. On the other
hand, the delegate to Geneva, Villa Michel,
was the only voice at the recent Evian con-
ference which was raised definitely in favor
of aid to Austrian refugees. This was no empty
gesture; the Mexican government was de-
liberately offering its enemies another weapon
against itself.

It is therefore very necessary to keep a
strict eye on appeals to the “American sense
of freedom” coming out of Mexico. They will
usually be appeals by the group around Yocu-
picio and Padilla for the freedom to plot
against a democratic government friendly to
the United States.

Joe Bartlett
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\EETING THE JAPANE

. Two English Writers Report

W. H. AUDEN & CHRISTOPHER ISHERWOOD

interior of wartime China, visited two

fronts, a dozen military hospitals, and the
sites of many air-raids, it becomes difficult to
remember that you are supposed to be an
impartial neutral, whose country maintains
“friendly diplomatic relations” with each of
the two belligerent governments. For us, in
Canton, in Hankow, along the Yellow River,
the Japanese were “the enemy”; the Chinese
anti-aircraft were “our” guns, the Chinese
planes “our” planes, the Chinese army was
“we.” Most of the foreigners in China feel
that way nowadays, even the officials.

IF voU have just spent four months in the

In the course of our travels, we had met
only two Japanese. One of them was sitting
in the corner of a railway carriage on the
Lung-Hai line, tied up with rope like a
parcel, surrounded by his guards. He had been
captured somewhere near the Grand Canal,
and was being taken down to Hankow to be
questioned by the authorities. Prisoners in this
war are a kind of zoological rarity; we gaped
at this one with furtive and somewhat shame-
faced curiosity—a sheepish, moon-faced youth,
who spoke neither Chinese nor English, as
isolated in his captivity as a baby panda. There
was nothing we could do for him, except to
put a cigarette between his lips, and go away
as soon as was decently possible. The other
~ Japanese was also a prisoner. We were taken
to see him on our way up to the Southeastern
front. He was tall and handsome, with a large
mustache and considerable dignity. He had
been a schoolmaster before the war, and one
felt that he was not sorry to be out of it.
The Chinese journalists who accompanied us
were impressed chiefly by his size. As one of
them ambiguously remarked: “He must be
the Longfellow of Japan.”

It seemed strange and unnatural, therefore,
to be sitting down to lunch with four Ja-
panese civilians in the dining-room of the
Shanghai Club. The four Japanese were all
distinguished personages, a consular official,
a business man, a banker, and a railway direc-
tor; they gave us the collective impression
of being stumpy, dark brown, bespectacled,
mustached, grinning, and very neat. We had
resolved, of course, to be extremely tactful.
To make-any reference, however indirect, to

" the war would, we felt, be positively indecent. .

But the Japanese, evidently, had no such
qualms. “You have been traveling in China?”’
said one of them, right away. “How interest-
ing. . . . I hope you had no inconvenience?”
“Only from your airplanes,” we replied, for-

getting our resolutions. The Japanese laughed
heartily ; this was a great joke. ‘“But surely,”
they persisted, ‘“you must have found transport
and living conditions very primitive, very
inefficient?” “On the contrary,” we assured
them, . “extremely efficient. Kindness and po-
liteness everywhere. Everybody was charming.”
“Oh yes,” the consular official agreed, in an
indulgent tone. ‘“The Chinese are certainly
charming. Such nice people. What a pity . ..”
“Yes, what a pity!” the others chimed in.
“This war could so easily have been avoided.
Our demands were very reasonable. In the
past, we were always able to negotiate these
problems amicably. The statesmen of the old
school—you could deal with them, they under-
stood the art of compromise. But these younger
men, they’re dreadfully hot-headed. Most un-
fortunate . . . ” “You know,” continued the
consular official, “we really love the Chinese.
That, is the nice thing about this war. There
is no bitterness. We in Japan feel absolutely
no bitterness towards the Chinese people.”
This was really a little too much; the last
remnants of our prearranged politeness dis-
appeared. It was hardly surprising, we re-
torted, with some heat, that the Japanese
didn’t feel bitter. Why should they? Had they
ever had their towns burnt and their crops
destroyed? Had they ever been bombed? Our
four gentlemen had no answer ready. They
merely blinked. They didn’t appear in the
least offended. Then one of them said, “That
is certainly a most interesting point of view.”

They wanted to know about the morale
in Hankow. Was there much enthusiasm?
What possibility was there of a negotiated
peace? None, we declared, with spiteful relish.
Chiang would continue to resist—if neces-
sary, to the borders of Thibet. They shook
their heads sadly, and drew in their breath
with a sharp, disappointed hiss. It was a
pity . . . a great pity. . . . And then—we had
been expecting it—out came the Bolshevik
bogey. Japan was really fighting on China’s
side, to save her from herself, to protect her
from the Soviets. “And from Western trade
competition,” we might have added, but it

Hagpn

Hayden
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wasn’t necessary. For, at this moment, through
the window which overlooked the river, the
gun turrets of H.M.S. Birmingham slid
quietly into view, moving upstream. In
Shanghai, the visual statements of power poli-
tics are more brutal than any words.

Like formidable, excluded watchdogs, the
real masters of Shanghai inhabit the dark,
deserted Japanese Concession or roam the
ruined wilderness of Chapei, looking hungrily
in upon the lighted populous international
town. On Garden Bridge, their surly sentries
force every Chinese foot passenger to raise
his hat in salute. Incidents are of almost
weekly occurrence: a foreign lady is insulted,
an innocent naturalist is arrested as a spy.
Representations are made — “through the
proper channels”; apologies are gravely of-
fered and accepted. Out driving one day, in
a district occupied by the Japanese, we saw
two soldiers with drawn bayonets prodding
at a crowd of women and children. We
stopped. Here, we thought, is a chance of
witnessing an atrocity at first-hand. Then we
noticed a third soldier, with a basket. The
Japanese were—distributing food.

On the voyage home, we stopped at Naga-
saki for a few hours, and later had time for
one night in Tokyo before rejoining our boat
at Yokohama. There are few signs of the
war here, beyond the posters which advertise
heroic military films. In the streets of the
towns we passed through, there were still
plenty of able-bodied young men in civilian
clothes. Many of the public lamps of Kobe
are not lit at night—a precaution, we were
told, against air-raids—but the shops shine
brightly enough to illuminate the entire city.
As we entered the Tokyo station, a troop-
train was leaving for China, amidst cheering
and waving banners. As far as we could
judge, the enthusiasm wasn’t being produced
to order.

Some Chinese believe that Japan is tired
of this war. We wish we could agree with
them. Ten Japanese soldiers have committed
suicide. No doubt. But suicide proves nothing.
It is the national reaction to all life’s troubles:
an officer’s reprimand, a love affair gone
wrong, a quarrel, a snub. Twenty Japs were
seen by a peasant, sitting round a fire in a
wood : “they looked very sad, and one of them
said, ‘I am tired of this war.”” No doubt.
Were there ever any soldiers, anywhere, who
didn’t grumble, since the days of Julius
Caesar? No, Japan isn’t tired of this war.
Not yet. She won’t be tired until the steadily
approaching economic crisis is upon her, until
the Chinese make some effective air-raids on
her munitions factories, until she has been
forced to call another million men to the
colors. She won’t be tired until the fall of
Hankow (if Hankow does fall) proves to
her—as we hope and think it will—that you
cannot beat China merely by occupying her
cities. For we believe that China can be beaten
only when her morale and newly found unity
have been broken, and that is a task which all
the robber nations of the earth, banded to-
gether, might well fail to accomplish.
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INT KABAYAMAS W1

The Kokusai Bunka Shinkokai Invades New York

THEODORE DRAPER

last month virtually unheralded. Very

shortly, he rented four large rooms,
10,000 cubic feet of office space, in the Inter-
national Building, Rockefeller Center. In
charge of his headquarters he appointed a
former feature writer of the Tokyo Asahi,
the big Japanese daily, by name T. Maida.
His staff will be partly American, but the
Japanese members will know how to tell
funny stories in the American language with
almost equal fluency. He is in no hurry to
begin his job, because he knows that plenty
of preparation is necessary, plenty of mis-
takes have been made, plenty of money has
been wasted. He doesn’t want any publicity,
just yet. October will be time enough for the
interviews, statements, announcements, par-
ties, lectures, private showings of art, books,
films. :

In October, Count Kabayama’s Kokusai
Bunka Shinkokai, meaning the Society for
International Cultural Relations, will make
its first public appearance in the United States.
About the same time, other branches will open
for business in London, Paris, Rome, Berlin,
and elsewhere. For very good reason, Count
Kabayama chose to come here himself and
chose New York instead of Washington.

Count Ayské Kabayama is chairman of the
board of directors of the Kokusai Bunka
Shinkokai. H. I. H. Prince Takamatsu,
brother of the Emperor of Japan, is its presi-
dent of honor. Prince, now Premier, Konoye
is its president. Marquis Tokugawa and
Baron Goh, its vice-presidents, are probably
the highest peers in Japan. Its board of di-
rectors contains the richest financiers, the
best-known educators, and the most impor-
tant politicians. Everything about it is in-
tended to convey an impression of prestige
and power.

The society was founded in April 1934.
That is all that ever happened to it until
May of this year. When General Ugaki came
into the reorganized Konoye ministry as the
new Foreign Minister, the society assumed sud-
den importance. On May 30 and 31, the Tokyo
Asahi published long articles. about its new
role as Japan’s major medium of propaganda
abroad. The articles told of the appointment
of “cultural attachés,” endowed with the
status of counsellors or first secretaries of
the various embassies. This will be the first
attempt of its kind by the Foreign Office.

Of course, the true objective of the so-
ciety has but passing relation to its name. The
Kokusai Bunka Shinkokai is from every as-

C oUNT KABAYAMA came to New York

pect a propaganda organization, was never
meant to be anything else. Those who bother
to look up its original prospectus, obligingly
published in an English version in Tokyo,
will find the following: “Besides political and
economic contacts, the feelings of one people
towards another, their relations in art and
science, the promotion of mutual knowledge
through the medium of the screen, the culti-
vation of friendship by means of sport—all
these and other factors exert on international
relations an influence which, with the con-
tinuous development of means of communica-
tion, ever continues to increase in force and
importance.”

Admittedly wordy, but reasonably clear.
The Kokusai Bunka Shinkokai will try to
exert -an influence on foreign relations and
its branch here will try to mold American

* foreignpolicy. It will do so through indirect,

well disguised channels, in the name of sci-
ence, art, films, even sport. The society’s pub-
lished “Scheme of Activities” is very con-
crete and provides for a many-sided organi-
zation: a clearing-house for the “writing,
compilation, translation, and publication of
various works” ; sponsor of exchange profes-
sors and students, lectures, exhibitions, con-
certs; tourist agency for businessmen, schol-
ars, journalists, artists, and politicians.
Nine months ago, the Japanese government
banned all American films. The prohibition
has just been lifted for two reasons. First,
the government does not want to put any

Soriano
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obstacles in Count Kabayama's path hereé:
Second, it wants to exhibit a number of
propaganda pictures in the United States,
among them a recently completed film entitled
The Way to Oriental Peace with a number
of Chinese actors imported into Japan from
Peiping. A German director, W. Loe-Bagier,.
is going to produce two films, The People’s
Pledge and The Sacred Goal for the Japa-
nese in the next few months. Count Kaba-
yama’s organization will sponsor the pictures
here.

The Japanese have already spent an enor-
mous sum of money to sway American pub-
lic opinion. Most of it has been wasted. The
biggest pro-Japanese stunt, Ambassador
Saito’s radio talk on a sponsored program,
proved ‘a boomerang. It made the State De-
partment angry and the sponsor had to prom-
ise to behave. But the Japanese recognize
that a major propaganda effort is now neces-
sary in Britain and America. Their outlook is
something like this.

Unless Hankow falls by autumn, their war
is lost by any calculation. But their prob-
lems will still be enormous even assuming
Hankow’s capture. Their economic deteriora-
tion has reached the critical stage and the
recent break on the Tokyo stock market was
but one alarming symptom of a basic weak-
ness. Japan must borrow large sums from
Britain and the United States if it is to hold
off an economic break-down. Britain has
already given Japan considerable financial
assistance. In exchange for an agreement over
the Shanghai customs, the London “City”
has helped to keep the value of the yen from
disappearing.

But there is even more money loose in Wall
Street—that is why Count Kabayama chose
New York and not Washington. The Japa-
nese expect to bring forward the Kokusai
Bunka Shinkokai just about the time Han-
kow is scheduled, in their plans, to fall. The
organization will try to sell Americans, es-
pecially investors, the idea that Manchukuo,
and North and Central China are good in-
vestments as long as Japan keeps control. The
theory is that Americans friendly to Japan
are likely to lend her money.

Japan, in this war, does not have the sym-
pathy of the overwhelming majority of
Americans. The front page of every news-
paper carries more and better “propaganda”
for China than the smartest scheme of any
paid public-relations counsel. China’s propa-
ganda problem has been to broadcast the
truth, Japan’s to hide it. It is impossible for
Japan to make a direct appeal for desperately-
needed funds on the basis of its political ac-
tivity. Its course must be devious and indi-
rect. It must obscure the issues at stake in
the valley of the Yangtze by pleasant, irrele-
vant niceties about Japanese art, books, and
culture. Count Kabayama was chosen because
Count Kabayama knows how. In the words
of the China Weekly Review, he “has been a
professional glad-hander and dispenser of cul-
ture to overseas visitors in the Nippon capital
for many years.”
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Does Japan Want War?

T SHOULD be clear that Japan would not

have plunged into the military adventure
on the Manchukuoan border without a pre-
liminary understanding with the two other
members of the fascist axis. Dispatches from
both Berlin and Rome suggest that present
events in the Far East are not unrelated to
what is happening now in Czechoslovakia
and Spain. Japan’s diversions on the Soviet
border are calculated to fix the Soviets’ at-
tention there, thus weakening the demo-
cratic forces in Europe and giving Hitler
and Moussolini a freer hand in carrying out
their aggressions against the smaller peoples.
Soviet preoccupation in the East, the fascists
hope, would cripple France, undermine the
resistance of Czechoslovakia, introduce fric-
tion between Great Britain and France, and
negatively affect the position of the loyalists

in Spain. Also, if successful, such a diversion -

would increase Japan’s shattered prestige and
thus have a favorable effect on the fascist
triple alliance.

But the fascists propose and the Soviets
- dispose. It is obvious that so far Japan has
been receiving a severe drubbing. The Soviet
position in this affair is unequivocal. The
USSR does not engage in military adven-
tures; it wants peace. It neither needs nor
wants anybody else’s territory; but neither
is it ready to give up one inch of territory
which rightfully, on the basis of long-stand-
ing agreements and treaties, belongs to it.
It will defend the inviolability of its borders
to the utmost of its ability, which, as the
battles in the region of- Lake Khazan have
demonstrated, is considerable. If the Japa-
nese militarists and their German and Italian
instigators had the illusion that.the Red
Army was a negligible quantity, that illusion
has been definitely dispelled. They know
better now. And Japanese diplomacy is in
the uncomfortable position of beating a re-

‘treat and yet, to save face, making it appear

that it is not a retreat. Negotiations between
Shigemitsu and Litvinov are continuing, with
Litvinov unshakable in his demand that
Japan withdraw all its troops beyond the
Soviet boundary as established in the Hun-
chun treaty and as indicated on the map
agreed on by both China and Russia as far
back as 1886.

Soviet-American Trade

N THE light of the above events, the re-

newal of the trade agreement between the
Soviet Union and the United States is most
timely and reassuring. Fascist efforts to
isolate the USSR are failing. The ties of
friendship between the two great democra-
cies are growing stronger and mutually more
beneficial. To give our readers an idea of
the magnitude and trend of trade between
the USSR and the USA, we publish below
part of a report on Soviet-American trade
issued by the American Russian Institute
for Cultural Relations with the Soviet
Union:

“Soviet-American trade has fluctuated
widely according to the relations between
the two countries and the import needs of
the USSR, as can be seen from the follow-
ing table:

UNITED STATES—SOVIET TRADE
(millions of dollars)

Exports Imports
Year to the USSR from the USSR
1912-13 26.5 29.3
1913-14 31.3 23.3
1921-25 (Av.) 32.8 5.1
1930 114.4 24.4
1931 103.9 13.8
1932 12.6 9.7
1933 8.9 12.1
1934 15.0 12.3
1935 24.7 17.8
1936 . 334 20.5
1937 42.9 30.7

“The highest level was reached in 1930
when the Soviet government was making
heavy industrial purchases under the first
Five-Year Plan. It fell again quickly, as
Soviet requirements became less urgent and
the American government afforded the So-
viet Union neither recognition nor liberal
credits. Since the resumption of diplomatic
relations, at the end of 1933, trade between
the two countries has increased slowly, until
in 1937 the United States held first place
in Soviet imports and second place in So-
viet exports.

“Soviet trade has been of importance to
the United States, perhaps out of proportion
to its absolute size. The USSR held nine-
teenth place in American exports and twenty-
second in its imports in 1937. But, as is
evident from the above table, Soviet pur-
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chases reached their height at the depth of
the depression and were concentrated in the
heavy industries basic to American economy,
which enhanced their relative value to Amer-
ican business. Today Soviet purchases in
some branches of American industry, as for
instance in the machine-tool industry, still
occupy a place of importance, taking more
than a third of its foreign sales.

“The effect of the American-Soviet trade
agreements of the past three years is amply
demonstrated in the table. During the years
covered by the agreements, the Soviet Union
exceeded its promised purchases. Under the
first, from July 1935 to June 1936, its
purchases were $35,600,000; in 1936-37
they were $32,500,000, and for the ten
months, July 1937-April 1938, shipments
to the Soviet Union have already reached
$46,600,000, well in excess of the $40,000,-
000 guaranteed for the whole year and al-
most twice the $25,900,000 for the ten
months, July 1936-April 1937. That Soviet
purchases will continue on a large scale dur-
ing the coming year is indicated by the state-
ment made by David Rossoff, president of
Amtorg, that Soviet orders placed in the
United States during 1937 amounted to $75,-
000,000, in contrast to $35,000,000 in 1936.
With a fair growth of American purchases
in the Soviet Union and an extension of the
trade agreement, the Soviet Commissariat of
Foreign Trade will undoubtedly continue to
buy American goods, both because the&r are
of ‘the type needed and because the alter-
nate source in many cases would be fascist
nations with whom the Soviet Union is rap-
1dly diminishing its trade.”

Impressive Victory

HE renomination of Sen. Alben W.
Barkley by a margin of more than sixty
thousand over Gov. A. B. (Happy) Chan-
dler was an impressive victory for the New
Deal. The Kentucky primary was regarded
by progressives and reactionaries alike as the
most important test of New Deal strength.
The outcome of this test should prove en-
couraging to liberals throughout the country.
Not all of Chandler’s spellbinding, crooning,
and handshaking, not all the power of his
state machine and of the tory press which gave
him vociferous support—nor the copious sup-
plies of cash provided by big-business inter-
ests in the East—could turn the tide in his
favor. And Chandler himself, by attempting
to capitalize President Roosevelt’s faint
praise of him, gave additional testimony that
the people of Kentucky—and of the country
—are behind the New Deal program.
The right-wing press, which worked so
strenuously to smear Barkley, is now busy
minimizing the significance of the adminis-
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tration leader’s victory. “Though the Presi-
dent had a great deal to lose if ‘Dear Alben’
had gone down to defeat,” writes the New
York Herald Tribune, ‘“he never stood to
gain much by a victory so far as the basic
strategy of the situation is involved.” Not
much—except to have his right-hand man
in Congress come through with flying colors
against the combined opposition of the Cop-
perhead Democrats and the Republicans.
The Kentucky vote is not merely a victory
for the New Deal. It is a victory for the
principle of unity of all progressive forces
against reaction. The Kentucky campaign
saw the emergence of something approaching
a democratic front, with the AF of L, the
CIO, and the farmers’ organizations support-
ing Barkley. It was this common stand, even
though these groups entered into no formal
agreement, that undoubtedly played a de-
cisive role in Barkley’s renomination.
Georgia and other states, please copy.

Discrimination Checked

DISCRIMINATION by white-owned chain
and retail stores against Negro em-
ployees in Harlem has been the source of
serious discontent in recent years. The Negro
citizens of Harlem rightly resented the
carryover of a vicious racial policy into an
area where they form the overwhelming
majority of the population. To correct this
injustice, a coordinating committee repre-
senting two hundred Negro organizations
conducted an energetic campaign which was
rewarded last week when the Uptown
Chamber of Commerce, acting for hundreds
of white-owned stores, guaranteed at least
one-third of all sales positions in Harlem
to Negro workers,

While this proportion is still inequitable,
the agreement must be regarded as an im-
portant victory for progressive Negroes and
whites who have long fought discrimina-
tory racial policies in employment. The
united effort which produced this victory
points the way to new advances, not only
in Harlem but in every other community.
It is an elementary principle of justice and
democracy that Negroes are fully entitled
to jobs in every industry and profession, and
we cannot rest until this principle is com-
pletely realized in practice.

Plus and Minus

HE Massachusetts State Federation of
Labor has joined the growing number

of labor organizations, both AF of L and
CIO, that have endorsed a policy of col--

lective action to curb the fascist aggressors
and save world peace. At its annual conven-
tion last week the federation adopted a reso-

lution supporting President Roosevelt’s
quarantine-the-aggressors speech of last Oc-
tober 5 and urging the speedy adoption of
the policy enunciated in that speech.

The convention also passed a resolution
demanding the immediate release of Tom
‘Mooney and Warren K. Billings, and one
“endorsing the program of defeating con-
servatives and for the election of liberals as
outlined in President Roosevelt’s recent fire-
side chat” and pledging support to progres-
sive candidates.

All this is decidedly on the plus side
and tends to line up the Massachusetts Fed-
eration with the CIO. Unfortunately, the
convention permitted President William
Green of the AF of L to stampede it into
an attack on the National Labor Relations
Board—one of the keystones of the New

. Deal program that the delegates pledged to

support. A resolution adopted toward the
end of the convention demanded the removal
of Edwin S. Smith and Donald Smith from
the NLRB. And Green’s frenzied assault on

~the CIO, the NLRB, and on Edwin S.

Smith was undoubtedly sweet music to the
anti-union employers and to those very re-
actionaries whose defeat the convention
called for. With the Girdlers and Weirs
gunning for the Wagner act and the
NLRB, it is all the more urgent for labor
to stand united in their defense and to enlist
farmers and middle-class people in support
of one of the principal bulwarks of democ-
racy and progress.

Runciman in Prague

ORD RUNCIMAN confers with a Henlein
delegation for an hour and a half;
Lord Runciman confers with government
leaders for half an hour; Lord Runciman
has received a memorandum from this group
and that; Lord Runciman intends to take
his time—from reports such as these, we
gather that Lord Runciman is conducting
himself like a superior power dealing with
two other powers of equal importance,
Czechoslovakia and Henlein. Announced to
the world as unofficial and exploratory, the
Runciman mission has done little to main-
tain the pretense. It seems bent upon driving
a further wedge between the great majority
of the nation and the Sudeten areas which
Hitler covets. There is no reason to believe
that it will be successful but, meanwhile, it
contributes added tenseness to an already
over-charged situation.

It appears’ that Lord Runciman is pre-
paring the ground for public trial of Prime
Minister Chamberlain’s favorite policy
toward Czechoslovakia. After spending much

time with the various traitors to the nation,

Father Hlinka of the Slovakian fascists,
Count Esterhazy of the Hungarian fascists,
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and Henlein of the German fascists, he will
propose some form of ‘plebiscite’” on the
“autonomy” question. The plebiscite scheme
is an old Hitler stratagem which the Czecho-
slovakian government could not accept with-
out questioning its own sovereignty. The
Czech situation exactly duplicates, in this re-
spect, the state of our own nation in 1861
when Britain assisted and encouraged the
rebels of the South against the national gov-
ernment in Washington. The Abraham Lin-
colns of Czechoslovakia will stand firm but
this Chamberlain effort constitutes active
collaboration with Hitler’s scheme to destroy
the last remaining democracy in Central
Europe.

Franco’s Hopes Recede

HE rebel counter-offensive against the
republican positions across the Ebro
got under way last week but it made no
notable dent in the government lines. Gan-
desa is still the central point of the fight-
ing, just as it was three days after the
original republican advance. The fascist
high command apparently threw its maximum
forces into the counter-offensive, even to the
point of calling off the Levante drive, but
the republicans held firm. Reenforcements
in men and materials apparently reached
and are reaching the loyalists across the
Ebro, another indication of the excellent
planning behind the whole enterprise.
The insurgent brain trust no longer ex-
pects any kind of a victory this year. In
order to weaken the blow to its friends
outside Spain, who will have to pay and
pay plenty if Franco is to continue fighting
at all, Burgos has inspired dispatches pre-
dicting another winter’s campaign. Of
course, the rebels would not have won this
year whether the Ebro offensive had suc-
ceeded or not, or indeed if it had not been
undertaken at all. But the changed military
perspective of the rebels themselves is im-
portant because it should serve to disabuse
their most optimistic supporters in England,
France, and the United States of any idea
that peace in Spain is possible through a rebel
victory. This is the only kind of peace that
is actually impossible. Really effective aid
to republican Spain will bring peace to the
Iberian peninsula because a republican vic-
tory is the only kind of victory that will sat-
isfy the Spanish people.

No Collisioﬁ with Mexico

HE disagreement between Mexico and
the United States as expressed in the
recent exchange of notes has been distorted
and exaggerated out of all resemblance to
the real issues. The New York Times
(which plays an especially important role
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in this matter because its man, Frank L.
Kluckhohn, is the chief mouthpiece of the
anti-democratic forces in Mexico) has been
indecently guilty now as before. A long
editorial in the Times alleged that both gov-
ernments were in a ‘“head-on collision”: the
State Department demanded “prompt pay-
ment of just compensation to the owners”
and the Mexican government refused to
agree ‘“that there is any principle calling
even for ‘deferred’ payment.” The impres-
sion was thereby conveyed that Mexico had
flatly refused to pay for the expropriated
lands. Carefully omitted was any mention
of Mexico’s explicit offer to negotiate upon
the value and the conditions of payment for
the land.

There is no “head-on collision” between
the two governments unless the State De-
partment wishes it to be so. Government
after government in Mexico failed to break
through the vicious circle of the peonage
problem. The poverty of its people made
the government too poor to pay for the
lands upon which they worked and this in
turn perpetuated the poverty. At last, the
Cardenas government made a real begin-
ning in the only possible way: expropriation
of the big, absentee-owned estates. The elimi-
nation of peonage is more than an economic
problem. It is the key to the complete vic-
tory of democratic self-government in
Mexico. As long as the masses of people
are slaves of the soil, they cannot be freed
from the semi-feudal influences of provin-
cial war-lords like Cedillo and Yocupicio.

The State Department has not questioned
Mexico’s right to take the land for the bene-
fit of her people. Neither has any doubt
been raised of Mexico’s disposition to pay
when able. The sole disagreement turns on
the speed of the payment. The State Depart-
ment demands payment “promptly.” The
Mexican government offers to pay “accord-
ing to her economic conditions.” She pro-
poses negotiations to settle the terms of pay-
ment. She rejects arbitration at this time
only because the differences can be reconciled
by negotiation.

Another Partition?

HE partition “solution” for Palestine

is going through another metamor-
phosis. The dispatches from Jerusalem on
the subject leave many questions unan-
swered but the main changes are clear. In-
stead of 2,500 square miles, the newly
proposed Jewish state would -get an area
less than half that size. As a compensating
factor, 95 percent of the population of the
smaller territory would be Jewish. Few
additional Jews could be admitted into the
new state which is precisely the most thickly

’

settled portion of Palestine today. The re-
vised plan seems especially devised to en-
sure rejection by the Zionist movement. As
for the Arabs, they would get nothing at all
under the new scheme. Instead of an Arabian
state composed of Transjordania and the
remaining part of Palestine, the Arabs would
go back to their status under the original
mandate.

Zionists somewhat reluctantly embraced
the original partition plan because it was
impossible any longer to escape the conclu-
sion that the Balfour Declaration was two-
faced and the mandate unworkable. Still,
they could not bring themselves to admit
that any other British scheme would bedevil
matters only more. They put their faith in
another Downing Street concoction, this
time partition—for dreams die hard.

Issues at Albany

s THE New York State Constitutional

Convention prepares to enter the home -

stretch, it is still uncertain what kind of
constitution will be presented for the ap-
proval of the voters. The convention, which
has been in continuous session since April 5,
has labored under the handicap of having

* all its committees controlled by reactionary

Republicans who have been assisted by Al
Smith Democrats. Despite this lineup, the
power of public opinign to determine the
course of the convention was strikingly dem-
onstrated last week when the committee on
public utilities reported to the convention
the proposal of Supreme Court Justice
Charles Poletti to protect the power re-
sources of the state. Though the committee
reported the Poletti proposal “without rec-
ommendation and solely for the considera-
tion of the convention,” it had originally
planned to kill it outright and ptesent a sub-
stitute more favorable to the private-utilities
interests. It was fear of giving the Demo-
crats a campaign issue which would meet
with popular support that caused the change
of front on the part of the Republican-con-
trolled utilities committee. Undoubtedly the
Poletti proposal still faces a difficult fight
on the floor.

In contrast to this partial victory is the
reapportionment proposal which has just
been placed before the convention. The pres-
ent system of representation, under which
New York City, with seven million of the
state’s thirteen million population, has only
sixty-two of 150 Assembly seats, is bad
enough. The new proposal, however, would
increase this disproportion still further, giv-
ing New York sixty-five of 159 assembly-
men, while in the Senate New York would
have only twenty-four of fifty-three seats.
This undemocratic proposal is designed to
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rivet the grip of the reactionary upstate Re-
publicans on the State Legislature for the
next twenty years, the period during which
the new constitution will be operative. The
home-rule proposal is also unsatisfactory,
since it fails to expand the present inade-
quate tax powers of the cities and freezes
useless political jobs.

The convention has still to act on a num-
ber of progressive proposals, among them
a bill of rights for labor, a housing amend-
ment, and a civil-rights measure to bar dis-
crimination because of race, color, creed,
or religion. And one of the most important
issues facing the convention is the manner
in which the new constitution will be sub-
mitted to the people. Obviously, the most
democratic method would be to permit ac-
ceptance or rejection of each section sepa-
rately rather than require a blanket yes or
no vote on the constitution as a whole. Popu-
lar pressure will be required if the people
of New York are to have a constitution
that expresses the liberal sentiment of the
state. Letters to the delegates and to Jus-
tice Frederick E. Crane, president of the
convention, demanding action along pro-
gressive lines, are decidedly in order.

Stanislavsky

HE death of Konstantin Sergeyievich

Stanislavsky, one of the foremost mas-
ters of the Russian stage and a founder
of the Moscow Art Theater, is lamented
throughout the world and especially, of
course, in his own country. He was not only
a great director, producer, teacher, and
actor, he was a splendid human being as
well, and one of the most beloved citizens
in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
Unlike Bunin and Merezhkovsky and
Chaliapin and Granovsky, who deserted
their people in the years of revolutionary
transfiguration, Stanislavsky, despite mo-
ments of hesitation and doubt, remained-
loyal, holding on to his post, giving the best
that was in him to a people hungry for beauty
and culture. He belonged to that noble
galaxy of the old Russian intelligentsia—
Pavlov, Nemirovich-Danchenko, Prishvin,
Burdenko, Michurin, Moskvin, etc.—who
from a vague vision of the glory and promise
of the Revolution advanced gradually (and
not always painlessly) to an enthusiastic ac-
ceptance of-it. In return the Revolution
took them to its bosom, nourishing their
genius, acclaiming their work, cherishing
their example, immortalizing their names.
Expressing the admiration and gratitude of
the revolutionary Soviet masses, the govern-
ment of the USSR had conferred one honor
after another upon them. Stanislavsky was
proclaimed the People’s Artist of the USSR,
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he was given the Red Banner of Labor,
and, finally, the highest honor in the eyes
of the Soviet masses, the Order of Lenin.
Stanislavsky’s art was peculiarly in har-
mony with the Soviet spirit. His scrupulous
realism, his emphasis on the ensemble, the
“collective,” rather than on the individual,
the “star”; his democratic insistence on
actors developing their own artistic indi-
vidualities instead of submerging them (as
Meyerhold and Tairov demanded) in the

tyrannical will of the director—all this en-
deared his method to actors and audiences
alike. And if Stanislavsky, before October,
was known and appreciated by thousands
of the theatrical élite, after October he came
“to be known and appreciated by millions.
He gradually rose to the position of a genu-
ine people’s artist. That, more than his
formal title, was in his own estimation the
most gratifying thing that had happened to
him in his long and fruitful life.

Martin and Lovestone Can’t Win

HE grotesque “trial”’ of the suspended

leaders of the United Automobile
Workers Union has produced the expected
results: three high officers expelled, one sus-
pended. Denied protection from the physical
violence which Homer Martin’s scores of
strong-arm men surrounding the trial room
promised, the suspended officials stayed away
from the farcical proceedings. Instead, they
gave out, through their attorney, Maurice
Sugar, a mass of information on the inside
workings of Homer Martin’s machine, in-
formation which it is vitally necessary for
the public to have, in order to form a correct
estimate of what is at stake in this crisis in
the automobile workers’ union.

The auto industry has for months been
stagnating in a crisis of unemployment. If
ever a union needed stability, unity, and
singleness of purpose, the UAW needs these
qualities now to weather this most difficult
period of its entire history. It is at such a
moment that Martin has plunged the or-
ganization into tumultuous confusion, blunt-
ing its fighting edge, lowering its morale,
and rendering it incapable of giving its un-
divided attention to pressing problems. If
the employers have not already seized ad-
vantage of the situation by an overt move
against the union, it is only because they
hope, and have some reason to believe, that
Martin and his boys will still further weaken
the organization. The loss of the New Or-
leans taxi strike is even now being blamed
upon the internal situation of the UAW,
and is a sample of the difficulties auto
workers will face if they are forced into a
fight to retain the gains madeé in the past
two years. -

Martin’s activities can be explained in
only one way—he has come to -the parting
of the ways with the CIO and its major
principles. As a trade-union leader, Martin
has been noted chiefly for his talents at be-
ing inept and maladroit. He is a small man
in a big post. His achievements before find-
ing himself at the head of a great and pow-
erful union include little beyond setting a
record in the hop, skip, and jump—an

achievement which earned him the title of
“Leaping Parson.” His emotional instability
was fully expressed on that famous occa-
sion last fall when he so completely lost his
head that he greeted a grievance delegation
of rank and filers with a gun. What he
lacks in ability he has tried to make up
with bombast and dramatic utterance. His
pulpit oratory has been his greatest asset, but
even the silver tongue is becoming tarnished
with the acid of his vituperation these lat-
ter days, and the charm has left his voice.
In the conference room he has done poorly
—sq poorly that when John L. Lewis came
to Detroit to negotiate the settlement of the
great General Motors strike, he could find
no better use for Martin than to send him
on a speaking tour while the CIO chieftain
and the officers now suspended battled it out
with the corporation.

Being what he is, Martin has sought ad-
visers, and advisers have sought him. He
has for long been surrounded by them, and
almost without exception they are followers
of Jay Lovestone, the renegade who was
expelled from the Communist Party in 1929
for factionalism and disruption. Lovestone
has since then concentrated on fighting the
Communist Party, and has developed into
a professional purveyor of assorted Red
scares and a master of intrigue, duplicity,
and manipulation. The documentary mate-
rial published last week by the Daily W orker,
all of which was made available to the en-
tire press, consists among other things of let-
ters that passed between Lovestone and Mar-
tin. They reveal Lovestone as preparing the
agenda for the last UAW convention, and
as drafting, for Martin to sign, a conciliatory
letter to William Knudsen, president of
General Motors. There is further evidence
of a Lovestone-Martin plot to block the

_endorsement of Governor Murphy by La-

bor’s Non-Partisan League; of the contempt
the Lovestoneites express among themselves
for their tool Martin; and the hatred that
the Lovestoneites and Martin and his fol-
lowers unite in feeling for John L. Lewis
and the CIO leadership.
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The activities of Martin, dominated as
he is by Lovestone and receiving the bless-
ing of the Trotskyites, threatens most im-
mediately the unity and fighting strength
of the automobile workers’ union. It has
implications, however, for more than the
organized labor movement, for the Love-
stoneites and Trotskyites vent their hatred
not only against the Communist Party but
against all genuinely progressive forces.

The Lovestoneites, who are the Ameri-
can counterparts of the traitorous Bukharin
group in the Soviet Union, stand revealed
as professional disrupters. They operate in
the same manner as the Trotskyites; both
groups espouse a similar program.

The Lovestoneites oppose unity in the la-
bor movement and promote factionalism as a
matter of principle. They oppose the de-
velopment of a democratic front, and work
against Labor’s Non-Partisan League. They
have propounded the theory that it is use-
less for labor to press for its demands dur-
ing an economic crisis, and in the UAW
have followed a policy of capitulation to
General Motors and virtual abandonment
of the drive to organize the Ford Motor
Co. Under this influence, Martin himself,
in a press conference last March, delivered
himself of the opinion that labor would have
to take a wage cut. In the matter of war
and the movement against it, the Lovestone-
ites are violent opponents of the idea of
a peace alliance of democracies against fascist
countries, and preach pure isolationism. They
proudly displayed Martin as one of their
window pieces in the recent “Keep America
Out of War” conference in Washington,
where Ham Fish, Norman Thomas, and
Bert Wolfe, Lovestoneite leader, collaborated
so harmoniously. When these and other
points of the Lovestone “program” are added
together, they spell repudiation of the main
principles of the CIO.

One thing is clear in the present situa-
tion-——Martin is fighting a losing battle. No
one who has followed the rise of the
United Automobile Workers Union, who
knows the temper and spirit of its member-
ship, can be persuaded to believe that it can
be swerved one jot away from the CIO and
its principles. Above all, it cannot be veered
in the direction of Lovestoneism, which is
only a short cut to reaction. Already the
overwhelming majority of union members,
otganized in the largest and most powerful
locals, are on record against the expulsions
and in favor of a special convention. It is
estimated that between 70 and 85 percent
of the membership have expressed them-
selves in favor of a special convention. It is
idle just now to guess when and how the
struggle will end, but the nature of the out-
come has never been in doubt. Martin—and
his manipulator Lovestone—can’t win.
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A Focal Point of Clashing ‘World Forces

GEORGE MACGREGOR

HE Chaco war brought to the surface all
Tthe forces against democracy and peace
in this Western hemisphere. Ancient Spain
contributed her share with a heritage of unde-
fined boundaries. Nineteenth-century national-
ism brought on the War of the Pacific be-
tween Chile and Peru and Bolivia, the result
of which excluded the last from her Pacific
littoral. Bolivian objections to the verdict re-
ceived their coup de grace in Washington in
1929 when Peru and Chile divided the dis-
puted territory between them. The develop-
ment of imperialism on a large scale in Bolivia
immediately after the World War emphasized
the need of an outlet. In 1922 an American
banking syndicate floated a $33,000,000 loan
for which 65 percent of the national revenue
was pledged. Four years later, 1926, Standard
Oil acquired control of some 8,500,000 acres
on the Chaco frontier. The same year saw a
loan, almost $10,000,000 negotiated with
Vickers-Armstrong for war materials, coin-
cident with the employment of the German
General Kundt to modernize the army. Boli-
vian nationalism responded to the vicious im-
pact of the capitalistic struggle. The politicians
transferred their program of hate from Chile
to Paraguay.

In that country a similar impulse fanned the
flames of nationalism. Argentine firms, dom-
inated by English capital, had acquired cattle
lands totaling more than ten million acres in
the Chaco claimed by Paraguay. Moreover,
Argentina’s refusal to Bolivia of permission to
build a pipe line from the Santa Cruz fields
into Argentina closed the development of these
rich pools. Bolivia’s attempt therefore to se-
cure a port on the Paraguay threatened the
English-Argentine monopoly. Progressive ele-
ments in all Latin America denounced these
American and British oil interests, seconded
by munitions makers as we have recently
learned from the Senate inquiry, for fanning
the Chaco dispute into a war. Their belief was
fortified, certainly, by the spectacle of two
bankrupt countries continuing to purchase
huge quantities of war materials.

The war saw the early success of the Para-
guayan forces which swept over most of the
Chaco and into Eastern Bolivia. However,
the latter country extended its line to the
Paraguay River. The slaughter went on while
the American countries and the League of Na-
tions struggled to resolve the conflict. The Pan-
American conference on arbitration failed in
1929. Next Argentina, Brazil, Peru, and Chile
began diplomatic maneuvers, but the weakness
of Argentina as an interested party destroyed

’

the effort. The League of Nations, overcom-
ing United States opposition to European good
offices, thereupon sent a commission into the
Chaco late in 1933. After visiting the battle
fields and holding conferences, the commission
issued a remarkable report that clarified issues
but left the war raging. The United States
then proposed an arms embargo, but fascist
Italy, Japan, and others, horrified at any pros-
pect of peace, refused to join. Negotiations by
American powers and the League with the
combatants continued. Finally, in June 1935,
Argentina and Chile succeeded in getting an
armistice, which on Jan. 1, 1936, matured into
a protocol. Left suspended, however, were the
territorial claims of the two belligerents.

‘Within the five countries themselves the war:

brought political upheavals. In Paraguay the
turn was fascist. Franco, with a coterie of
military officers, seized power ; supporting them
were a handful of Paraguayan politicians who
held office only by virtue of continued hos-
tilities. In Bolivia the overthrow drove out
Captain Roehm, “martyred” by Hitler, who
had replaced Kundt. A conservative-liberal
government confiscated the holdings of the
Standard Oil, canceled other foreign conces-
sions, and looked for peace.

However, the hopes of the Bolivian liberals
and the Western world were dashed by the
Justo dictatorship, fascist in nature, in Ar-
gentina, closely identified with British impe-
rialism. Through Saavedra Llamas, his for-
eign secretary, the Chaco solution suffered de-
lay after delay. Particularly notable was the
exclusion of the question, throuch Saavedra’s
influence, from the agenda of the 1938 Pan-
American Conference in Buenos Aires which
made notable declarations regarding inter-
American peace and friendship. Moreover,
within Paraguay the small camarilla of Franco
politicians upheld Saavedra by rejecting the
several proposals for settlement which Bolivia
in the interests of inter-American peace regu-
larly accepted. Ultimately the defeat of Justo,
the deep longing of the Paraguayan and Boli-
vian peoples for peace, and the steady pressure
of the five American states trying to evolve
a formula, paved the way for the final peace
signed July 21 of this year.

The basis of the agreement is that the
major part of the Chaco in which Paraguayan
forces had operated goes to Paraguay.. How-
ever, Paraguay did surrender to Bolivia a sig-
nificant strip across the north from the Pil-
comayo River near Pozo Hondo to a point
just north of the mouth of the Negro River
on the Paraguay River, the exact points to be
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fixed by an arbitration commission. Specifically
Paraguay guaranteed to Bolivia right of free
transit througlr its territory to Puerto Casado
on the Paraguay River with the right of
Bolivia to establish there depots and stores
necessary for carrying on her foreign trade.
Vitally important and a testimonial to the
good-neighbor policy is the clause by which
both agree not to engage in war over any
present or future difficulty but to submit dif-
ferences to arbitral proceedings of the various
American pacts and conventions.

The settlement of the Chaco war has its
larger importance in American affairs, Presi-
dent Ortiz, by using his influence in the direc-
tion of peace and therefore democratic evolu-
tion, has broken with the Saavedrista tradition
of fostering suspicion and intrigue. The emer-
gence of Bolivia as an Atlantic power will
reduce her dependence upon feudal-fascist
Peru. Moreover, the Atlantic port will bring
important civilizing influences into the rich
Oriente area of Bolivia, not so impenetrable as
generally believed. An Indian country, like
Mexico, Bolivia has a soil in which democratic
and progressive ideas can flourish, already
manifested in her confiscation of the Standard
Oil holdings. Mexico’s recent expropriation
of all the foreigners’ oil has found wide ap-
proval among Bolivians. Contact with the
vigorous intellectual life of the La Placa, a
toning down of influences from priest-ridden
Peru, and a feeling of brotherly solidarity with
Mexico are among the beneficial results of
Bolivia’s struggle.

*

LOMMODORE PERRY

« « « On the morning of July 8, 1853, a fleet flying
the Stars and Stripes and commanded by Commo-
dore Perry appeared in Yedo Bay and, clearing its
decks for action, demanded the leveling of the
trade barriers. Deeply humiliated, the nation yield-
ed, resolved to make herself over in the likeness of
her Western neighbors. . . .

We nozzled into Yedo Bay as

into a church. Seagull convoyed

we came and eye circumferenced intently
as a magician’s hat. And here where
Kublai Khan had failed, we anchored—

O deputized unwelcomely
now in the cannon’s tongue! You are
the chosen of the lord and dollar god

of hosts. Cherish the guerdon, wrap it up
in quotes . . . blueprint our winning ways
and file each detail . . . remember them

maneuver for maneuver for history’s sake
when the cycle swings this way again, and you
(apprenticed duly) scavenge the antiquity

of Asia ultimately to be washed digested
into the China Sea. Remember, for
you will have need of precedent to plead
your case with utmost courtesy.

- WaLTER BENTON,



18

WWHY NOT BE SELFISH?

The Author of I Like America Talks to the Readers

GRANVILLE HICKS

I Like America has had only a handful

of reviews. So far as I know, no New
York newspaper except the World-Telegram
and the Times has noticed the book. Time,
the Nation, and the New Yorker have ig-
nored it. Most of the reviews that I have
seen appeared in small-city newspapers scat-
tered through the country.

But if the book has had few reviews, it
has brought me more letters than The Great
Tradition and John Reed put together. More
than fifty strangers have written me about
it: a manufacturer in Ohio, a teacher in Ten-
nessee, a lawyer in Colorado, a worker in New
Jersey, a student at Harvard, a doctor in
Vermont, an engineer in New York.

Two of these correspondents expressed
vigorous disapproval. Several limited them-
selves to kind words. The majority asked
questions. I have tried to answer the ques-
tions in letters to my correspondents, but it
has not always been easy to find time for ade-
quate answers, and I find, moreover, that the
same questions are asked again and again.

What I am going to try to do in NEwW
Masskgs, then, is to answer some. of those
repeated questions. If some persons have been
enough troubled by them to go to the bother
of writing me, the chances are that they have
occurred to many other readers of I Like
America.

The question I want to deal with this week
was raised with peculiar cogency in a long
letter that came from Boston. The author
begins by saying that he believes in Commu-
nism—*“as an ideal, as a wonderful theory.”
“I should like to have Communism,” he goes
on, “but I have abandoned hope of such a
phenomenon in this country in my lifetime—
and my lifetime is all that matters to me. Ani-
mals are selfish by nature, and I am an ani-
mal. Why should I become a crusader, a
martyr for a benevolent cause, or even an
enthusiastic believer in an ideal that I am
convinced I shall never see. Hitch your wagon
to a star in. flights of theory, I say, but stay
out of the wagon.” .

I wish this correspondent had told me how
he earns his living, for I should like to know

SOME three months after its publication,

why he is so sure he is acting in his own in-'

terests in acquiescing in the capitalist system.
He apparently believes—and there are still
‘many like him—that he can make a choice
between Socialism and the status quo. Mil-
lions of Americans thought that in 1929, and
a year later they were walking the streets.

Millions of Germans thought that in 1932,
and a year later they were tightening their belts
and trembling before Nazi brutality.

The system does not stand still. As capi-
talism declines, there is unemployment, and,
unless people struggle for relief, there is star-
vation. -Let it decline still further, and, unless
the people resist, there is fascism. Perhaps
this gentleman has nothing to lose by economic

depression, nothing to lose under fascism,.

nothing to lose if the United States goes to
war; otherwise I cannot see how he can pre-
tend that his immediate interests are not in-
volved. An intelligently selfish man has got
to consider the kind of world there will be
five, ten, or twenty years from now.

I believe, then, that this correspondent of
mine is, from his own point of view, betting
on the wrong horse, but I can see why he may
not think so. He might say something like
this: “I am a reasonably intelligent and re-
sourceful member of the middle class. I am
not counting on becoming rich, but I have a

comfortable income, and, if I am discreet, it.

is likely to increase as time goes on. I realize
that, as the capitalist system declines—and I
know it will decline—my income may be re-
duced. Nevertheless, I think I am smart
enough to keep on top for a long time, and
certainly I will be better off than I would
if I endangered my job here and now by tak-
ing an unpopular stand. As for the revolution
—well, if it comes in my time, which I doubt,
I guess I’ll manage to get on the bandwagon,
and, even if I don’t, I'll have had a good
many years of easy living, whereas you guys
will have worked hard and lived miserably,
and you'll probably be just damn fools enough
to go on working hard after the revolution.”

But perhaps my correspondent wouldn’t say
this. A lot of people actually live according
to some such principles, but very few express
them. Instead, they defend their opposition to
Communism on all sorts of fancy intellectual
grounds.

Why should they bother? At the risk of
seeming preachy, I venture the guess that it’s
because they know they have other interests
besides easy living.

I suspect that my correspondent recognizes
this. I observe, for example, that he goes on
to talk about ‘‘the primitive mass-mind,” and
suggests that the nation “is composed largely
of imbeciles.” Why does he do this? Even if
his estimate of the intelligence of the Ameri-
can masses were correct, it would still be ir-
relevant. He has what he claims to be a good
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case. Why, then, should he try to justify his
attitude by talking about the stupidity of the
masses ?

It seems clear that he is trying to bolster
up his argument because he is not so sure of
himself as he pretends to be. If the American
people are morons, then they probably deserve
to be exploited, and in any case nothing can
be done about it, and so he might as well go
his own pleasant way. Of course he says that
he intends to go his own sweet way anyhow,
but it’s much easier if he can convince himself
that it won’t really make any difference.

In I Like America 1 tell about a man I met
on a train, who, after a long and intelligent
discussion of literary topics, turned to politics
and said, “People are corrupt, and you can’t
do anything about it. In thousands and thou-
sands of years you can’t do anything about it.
I know there are injustices under our system,
but there are injustices under every system,
and always will be. Human nature is bad.”
And T go on to tell how I discovered that
this man was a lawyer engaged in rather shady
practices. He had to believe human nature
was bad in order to justify his own conduct.

No Marxist would deny that men are mo-
tivated by self-interest, but what every Marx-
ist knows is that self-interest is a complicated
thing. Marx realized that capitalism would be
abolished only by those who had an interest
in superseding it, but he knew, if only from
self-analysis, that an interest in the abolition
of capitalism might be of many kinds. The
Russian Revolution meant simple material
things—peace, land, bread—to the masses of
the Russian people, who therefore fought for
it, but to the Bolsheviks it meant justice,
equality, and a new civilization, and without
the Bolsheviks there would not have been a
successful revolution.

The complexity of human motives still baf-
fles the psychologists, but we do know that
they are complex. People do want comfort,
even luxury, and many are willing to sacrifice
everything else in order to have comfort and
luxury. But they usually know that something
has been sacrificed, something that could give
their lives richness and meaning. We Com-
munists object bitterly to the fact that millions
are undernourished in a land of plenty, but
we also object, just as strongly, to the fact
that men and women are not allowed to de-
velop the capacities within them. What my
correspondent proposes to do is deliberately
to stultify some of his capacities in order to
have an easy life.

I wonder if he has ever looked carefully
at men who have done this. When I was
writing the biography of John Reed, I exam-
ined the book in which his classmates told
what had happened to them in the twenty-
five years since graduation. It is the most de-
pressing reading I have ever done. One man
after another confesses that he finds his prin-
cipal satisfaction in golf or bridge or drinking.
Actually they make clear that they find no
satisfaction at all. Many of these men could
not have been different from what they are.
Their circumstances were such that there was
no alternative to the kind of life they followed.
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My correspondent sees an alternative, and yet
he talks about rejecting it—believing that he
is following self-interest in doing so.

‘What we know is that, if the masses of
people don’t do something about it, the world
is going to be an increasingly uncomfortable
place to live in. Unless, as I have said, my
correspondent has somehow convinced him-
self that he will be untouched by depression,
fascism, and war, I do not see how he can
deny that. What he can deny is that it will be
to his immediate personal interest to be one of
the millions who struggle. In terms of dollars
and cents this may or may not be true, but
in terms of other values it is not true. I doubt
if many psychologists would laugh at me for
maintaining that self-respect is a value. We
have all seen what happens, psychologically,
to the people who sell out, and it's not a
pretty spectacle. After a fairly extensive ex-
perience with people who live according to my
correspondent’s principles and with people who
are working for what they believe in, I am
willing to say that, whether you call their mo-
tive altruism or enlightened selﬁshness, the
latter are the winners.

Another article describing questions raised .by
readers of “I Like America” will appear in
an early issue.

*

MANGATTAN SLOMS

“PEOPLE should not sleep in overcrowded’

rooms. . . . Open the windows and let
the air in,” says the New York City Health
Department in giving advice on how to cure
and prevent tuberculosis. This information is
free, it’s on the city.

And every year, ten thousand New Yorkers
die of tuberculosis. This, too, is on the city.

‘The vast majority of tuberculosis deaths
occur amongst families living in the tenement
districts, both in the “old law” and “new law”
firetraps, the greatest death toll being in the
older sections of Manhattan.

‘That slums and low wages go hand in hand
with the real-estate interests, all part and
parcel of the profit system, is clearly estab-
lished in the following facts.

In 1867 the first law aimed at preventing
slums was passed. The city Health Depart-
ment was the agency enforcing it, and with it
went the power which it still has, “the right
to waive requirements [for decent housing]
in specific cases,”” or just another way of say-
ing, ‘“Landlord, here is your loophole.”

‘The result was the building of over 82,000
firetraps, without windows and adequate sani-
tary facilities, generally known as “old law
tenements.” Such a stink was raised about
these bulldmgs that in 1900 an mvestxgatmg
commission inspected them (the firetraps, not
the Health Department) and found them
“unfit for human habitation.”

Yet today, in 1938, over sixty thousand
people are still living in the same buildings.—
GEeorGE KAUFFMAN.
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The Great Have Responsibilities

OSRO

HE reader will remember that at the

I end of the first chapter there were five

Rockefeller boys, in addition to John
D. Rockefeller, Jr., the father of the boys.
The boys’ names are John D. III, Nelson,
Laurance, Winthrop, and David. They range
in age from twenty-three to thirty-two years.
The middle name of all the boys is “Steward-
ship.” This is also the middle name of the
old man. If you will remember, it was also
the name of the original John D. Rockefeller.
It used to be that this name was not conferred
at birth, but later in life, under the super-
vision of an Ivy Lee and such magazines as
the Saturday Evening Post. In this genera-
tion, however, whenever a Rockefeller is
slapped on the buttocks at birth by the at-
tending physician, he does not utter the usual
infant ‘“Waal!” but starts talking about
“Stewardship.”

The Rockefeller boys all attended large
Eastern universities, and their classes in every
instance, except one, voted them at graduation
as “most likely to succeed.” Winthrop dropped
out of Yale before graduation to keep this
from- happening to him. Of all the Rocke-
fellers, he is the most modest.

Growing up, members of the Rockefeller
family do not get to play poker in the home,
like many lucky American families. The origi-
nal John D. played Flinch and Authors, and
so did John D., Jr. It is a tradition in the
Rockefeller family. If you are a Rockefeller
and want to play any other card game, your
life will be thoroughly miserable. When old
John D. was establishing his oil monopoly—
killing off his competitors in 3 much smoother
manner than the Chicago gangsters were later
to adopt—he did not act as bluntly as-the
average modern monopolist, A typical mo-
nopolist today is apt to order a thoroughly
orughed-up competitor about in a most un-
dignified manner. After he has mopped up the
ground with him, he is just as likely as not
to say, ‘“‘Scram!” Never a Rockefeller. In the
warrh, old-fashioned manner of the original
John D., a Rockefeller calls out simply,
“Flinch!” But when a Rockefeller says,
“Flinch!” you know you’re through.

This brings us to the Rockefeller poise.
John D. had a great deal of poise. Whenever
anybody asked him how he made his money,
he never batted an eye. His answer was al-
ways the same: “God gave it to me!” That
is real poise.

The Saturday Evening Post relates that the
Rockefellers believe their money belongs to
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God—they only spend it for Him. It is inter-
esting to observe how John D. Rockefeller,
Jr., as the Grand Custodian carries out the
responsibilities of the Holy Trust. The Post
article lists that he has paid the Rockefeller
boys the following rewards:

Killing mice in the attic—five cents a mouse.
‘Shining shoes—a nickel a pair.
Killing flies—ten cents a hundred.

At this scale of wages, John D., Jr., was
paying under the market. Is it any wonder
that the Divine Grace shines on him if he can
get his shoes shined for five cents, while the
rest of us pay a dime?

There is nothing like a regular family
schedule to give poise to everybody in it. This
the Rockefeller family has always had.

7 a. m.—bath (good old American tub, not shower).

7:45 a. m.—prayers (Baptist).

8 a. m.—breakfast (good old American griddle
cakes and maple syrup).

8:30 a. m.—roller-skate to school or work (some-
times good old American chauffeur).

12 noon—lunch (just like every other Americanz.

1 p. m.—responsibilities.

2 p. m.—responsibilities.

3 p. m—RESPONSIBILITIES!

The responsibilities of great wealth increase
throughout the day until along toward eve-
ning it is impossible to convey the idea at all
in type of any known size. Somehow, how-
ever, the Rockefellers manage to keep their
poise. You are lucky to be just an average
American and can thank your stars for the
Rockefeller family, who will clip your cou-
pons of the national wealth for you.

Still it is a part of the Rockefeller poise, in
magazine articles, that they never have a
thought about making money, only for help-
ing you and everybody else. At table John D.,
Jr., talks only of “the welfare of the Chinese
and the latest defense against the boll weevil.”
Nothing is ever said about the Standard Oil
tankers on the Yangtze or taking over the
land of the small farmers of our country by
the Rockefeller life insurance companies. So
we won'’t talk about it here. Even when Nel-
son Rockefeller (the front of the third gen-
eration) is elected a director of Creole Pe-
troleum, a subsidiary of the Standard Oil of
New Jersey, he is “not chosen to represent
the family, but the public interest.” -

There is a chance that this article, and
others on the Rockefellers, should not be en-
titled, ‘“The Rockefeller Poise,” but “The
Rockefeller Pose.”
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“Let Us Look Up”’

0 New Masses: My house is on the side of

Telegraph Hill, just under the hill’s steep top,
and the sun on the garden is good. Even after I
had washed the garden dirt from my hands and
cooked my supper, I could still feel the sun-heat in
my shoulders. As I ate, I talked to my cat curled
on the kitchen table beside my plate.

And without warning the house shook; its food-
fragrant warmth became a vacuum and terrible;
thunder burst in my head; the cat, suddenly gaunt,
streaked for the bathroom, hid quivering under the
toilet. It was one step for me through the back door
and into the garden. And again the house shud-
dered; the thunder shut off the eardrums; and this
time crimson whorls of fire exploded in my face.

I knew, cheek gripped against the wall, that this
was the night they were going to set off fireworks
from the top of the hill.

But in the first instant, it had not been fireworks;
it had been Ethiopia, or China, or Spain.

The next time the house staggered, I walked into
my garden, as though brave. I stood with my face
upturned as the colored fire shot down into my
eyes; with a crash the fire-blossom exploded,
spiraled and spread; again it bloomed wide in ver-
milion; now, blinding white, with offshoots that
whirled with a crazy whish.

Farther down the hill you could hear the thrill
of the crowd, after each boom. The little Italian
girls made a game of saying a long, alto
“Ahh-hh-h” as each flower of flame unfurled and
faded. The voices of the Chinese children were
high, staccato. ’

The men and women laughed excitedly. You
could hear their accents, Italian, Spanish, French,
Slavonic. They all live on Telegraph Hill. And
you could hear the more cautiously modulated
laughter of the people who had come from across
town in their cars and the people who were watch-
ing from the windows of the big apartment house.

“Ahh-hh-h,” chanted the little Italian girls. And
I stood, brave, my feet planted squarely on grass
that I had weeded with my hands, staring upward
unabashed at the blazing bouquet, its blood-buds
bursting, catapulting downward, and I knew they
would melt into darkness an incredible second be-
fore smashing me to pieces on my own earth.

You wouldn’t do this in an air-raid, I whispered
under the next crash.

In an air-raid you would have seized your
shuddering, scratching cat, and fled gibbering from
the house, leaving your little pale green willow
shoot to be stripped, your pansy bed to be crushed,
your house to be stove in, smashing your grand-
mother’s china that she loved and your mother
loved and you loved, ripping up your Gauguin print
and your Van Gogh, crushing the music out of
the Beethoven and Bach of your records, making
a bonfire of your Thomas Mann, your James Joyce,
your Edna St. Vincent Millay, and as you ran down
the street to nowhere, because there would be no-
where to go, your cat would leap screeching from
your arms and be trampled to pieces under the
terrified feet of others running nowhere.

And this would not matter because the little
Italian girls would still be saying, “‘Ahh-hh-h,”
long and wailing, for their arms and legs would
be torn from their bodies, and the voices of the
Chinese children would be high and staccato with
pain, and the men’s and women’s voices, Italian,
Spanish, French, Slavonic, would be loud, and some
shouting and some laughing—crazy laughter.

And all their dogs and canaries, and newborn
litters of kittens, and their shelves of spices in
the kitchen and the sausage they were saving for

a festive occasion, and the dresses they were mak-
ing and the suits they were mending, all these
would be shattered to pieces, blown to bits, maimed,
burned, reduced to ashes, along with all their
dreams of picnics, of music lessons for the little

boy, of a raise next month and maybe a car next-

year, and the dreams of the young of love and
marriage, and the dreams of the newly married
of children, and the dreams of the old for peace.

And when it was over, over for tonight, over
for a few hours anyway, who could go back to
his gutted house and think of the trip to the moun-
tains for his mother, the radio for his wife, the
linen closet he had promised to build in the bath-
room, or the poem he had wanted to write?

The fireworks have finished, and the Chinese
children go back to their homes over the stores
of their parents, the stores displaying placards ad-
dressed “To our American Friends,” the placards
that plead for a boycott of those who are murder-
ing Chinese children in the home of their ancestors.
The Italian children go back to their homes, where
some of their fathers hum the strains of Giovinezza.
Some do not. Some hum other songs behind closed
doors. The Spanish children go to their homes,
where their mothers and fathers do not know what
has become of their own parents in the old country.

The fireworks have finished. The last fierce
petals have rushed at the earth. It was Musso-
lini’s son who found war so beautiful, the dropped
bpmb turning the tight knot of Ethiopians hud-
dled on their homeland into a beautifully opening
red flower. But that was war seen from above,
looking down. Let us look up, let us look at it
from below. Let us look upward at the evil flowers,
the perverted blooms with their roots in the sky
that grow .downward to devour us. And then let
us rise and take those roots in our strong hands.

San Francisco. JEAN WINTHROP.

Land of the Free

0 NEw Masses: My first school days began

at East Boston about the beginning of the Civil
War in 1861. The procedure was like this: After
calling the roll the school-mistress would read a
chapter from the Bible, although the scholars were
not old enough to understand what it was all
about. The school would then sing in unison a
verse that went something like this:

“I want to be an angel,
And with the angels stand.
A crown upon my forehead,
A harp within my hand.”

This was sung very unctuously, with the teacher
leading; then after glancing about the room with
a toothsome smile, she would ask sweetly, “Do all
you little boys and girls love Jesus this morning?”
And every little liar—myself included—would pipe
up, “Yes’'m.”

A patriotic song was next in order, the last
stanza of which, sung fortissimo, was

“Land of the free
And home of the brave.”

After entering grammar school I began to study
history and learned that because the Seminole In-
dians objected to having their lands stolen from
them, they became ignorant savages, and their
chief, Osceola, a little lower than a “horse thief.”
According to this history, Capt. Daniel Shays, who
led an economic revolt in the Berkshires, must have
been a cross between a bushranger and a highway-
man. This was the brand of teaching and history
to make patriots—used in Civil War times.

NEW MASSES

Now I would like to call the attention of the
readers of NEw Masses to a book entitled
Land of the Free, by Archibald MacLeish. It con-
sists of nearly one hundred full-page photos, to-
gether with a poem by Mr. MacLeish. It is a well

known fact that a fine picture of an event or a

people taken from life is more convincing than a
long windy dissertation of hundreds of words, be-
cause the average worker has not the time or the
disposition to read a long tiresome article, but a
fine photo drives home its point instantly.

I believe that there is a concerted effort to soft-
pedal this book, for with its photos and Mr. Mac-
Leish’s biting poem it constitutes the most bitter,
devastating indictment of the present regime that
has ever been published. ’

“Land of the Free”—the home and breeding
place of the slimy political crook. This book proves
conclusively what 162 years of capitalism, aided
and abetted by all the political crooks, has done-
to this land of the free and its people. They should
be proud of their work. Rockwell Kent is right.
Communism is the hope of the world.

Waltham, Mass. W. R. JOHNSTON.

Modern Dance

To New Masses: Blanche Evan’s article on the
modern dance rightly called for the modern
dancer to be concerned with (1) specific thematic
materials, (2) a more immediate intelligibility. Cor-
rectly, too, she indicated that the modern dance is
aware of its remnants of obscurantism, its lack in
rapport with the people’s audience, that it wants
this audience and is consciously moving towards
clearer statement and composition built on materials
of specific and current significance. However, the
extent of this movement, its speed of development
away from preoccupation with the introspective
psyche towards the more objective social scene was
left largely to the imagination—so that a distortion
of the actual state of the dance resulted. Also an
element of confusion entered as a consequence of
sometimes careless formulation, sometimes a dis-
counting of serious developments in the art, and
sometimes, as well, an unclear understanding of its
esthetic.

Modern dance was born not simply in revolt
against the romanticism of Duncan, the eclecticism
of St. Denis, etc., but rather definitely grew out of
the post-war efforts.of the intellectual bourgeoisie
towards a separation from the reality of the social
scene, escape.

However, modern dance, scarcely ten years old,
like any other art, demands an audience, was com-
pelled by the changing tenor of social forces to
move out of its reticence and obscurity into a more
comprehensible language. The road was not and is
still not easy. But love of purity was not its prin-
cipal difficulty. “Pure dance” went by the boards
with the coming of the memorable unemploy-
ment marches and the hunger demonstrations. But
dance is not a literary art, and does not aim to
translate into physical movements its related arts,
music, poetry, etc. Body movement is its medium
(plus whatever other elements, voice, costume, color,
etc.,, the dancer deems necessary to the specific com-
position), and body movement as a medium of in-
tellectual expression (dance, not pantomime) is
quite a new thing—which should explain, among
all else, its small, but rapidly expanding, audience.

Nevertheless, the dancers have made and are
making consistent strides in this direction. Contrary
to Blanche Evan’s remarks, whatever “purity” is
left is being diScarded rapidly; programmatic notes
are more and more in evidence (that sometimes
programmatic notes and dance choreography are at
variance must be expected and must be laid to
specific failure rather than to opportunism), themes
are increasingly of a more objective character and
socially pointed: Tamiris’ How Long Brethren, the
ten-week-run dances of Negro Songs of Protest,‘
Nadia Chilkovsky’s WPA children’s tale of prole-
tarian rising, Martha Graham’s Deep Song, Charles
Weidman’s This Passion.

OWwWEN BURKE.
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We Are Refugees from Bombings... °
3,000,000 of us!

The American people are answering this question of Spain’s women and children by
sending them 5,000 tons of food, clothing and medical supplies in September. This

life-giving cargo will sail for Government Spain in a ship of mercy chartered and filled

by hundreds of thousands of persons working with the Medical Bureau and North

American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy and many other organizations and

trade unions throughout the country.
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The Logic of Our Times

OHN STRACHEY has been called the most
successful “popularizer” of Marxist the-
ory ip English. But that description in no
way does him justice. For Strachey is a
master teacher. He convinces not because he
simplifies or vulgarizes but because he trans-
lates what he has to say in a manner that be-
comes both clear and meaningful to the reader.
His ability to communicate stems from his
own thorough and integrated understanding.

His books, for all their clarity, are not
“easy’”’ reading. They demand attentiveness
and creative thinking—the willingness to build
a structure of thought from the bottom up.
The argument that takes form through the
pages of Strachey’s fluent, flexible, patient
prose does not attempt to avoid subtleties.
Yet to the reader who participates in the
development of Strachey’s theses, the con-
clusions become inevitable. And the knowl-
edge gained is far different from the pseudo-
comprehension making for bright conversation
that covers up ignorance. Strachey stimulates
an appetite for more study, a realization of
how much yet remains to be learned.

The purpose of Strachey’s latest book
(What Are We to Do? A History of the
British and American Labor Movements, by
John Strachey. Random House. $3.), he
tells us in the introduction, is “to discover
whether, and if so under what conditions and
circumstances, the labor movement may be
an instrument of desirable social change.”
There can be no more important question in
this country today: ‘“There is not the slightest
danger that we shall not be forced to do
something. On the contrary our whole dan-
‘ger is that we shall not have learnt in time
what te do and how to do it.”

Perhaps the title of Strachey’s book is
somewhat misleading. He has not written the
factual history of the British and American
labor movements—references to American ex-
perience are, for the most part, passing ex-
amples to illustrate the general theme of the
book. Instead, Strachey has concerned himself
with the ideological development of the labor
movement, admittedly restating the studies of
Marx and Lenin on the same subject and
applying them to the contemporary scene. He
seeks to explain the past so that the present
becomes clear. For, as Strachey says, “It is
only in the study of the past that we can hope
to discover what to do now.”

The book can profitably be read in conjunc-
" tion with Allen Hutt’s superb Post-?ar His-
tory of the British Working Class, with Wil-
liam Z. Foster’s From Bryan to Stalin (to

which Strachey often refers), and with several
recent examinations of the rise and growth
of the CIO. With these books as additional
background, Strachey’s dynamic, Marxian ex-
amination of the theoretical premises and the
resulting direction of the American and Brit-
ish labor movements becomes complete, and
his suggested pattern of action for the imme-
diate future becomes even more convincing.

The labor movement in England failed to
fulfill its promises. Not because it did not
grow, not because it did not gain political
power, but because the ideology underlying
the British labor movement and its political
party rejected scientific Socialism. It em-
braced a theory of “gradualism” that fore-
saw a time when the ruling class would make
ever greater concessions to the working class.
With the premise that the economic health of
capitalism and its capacity for expansion
would continue steadily on the upgrade, the
“British” or Fabian Socialists confidently
waited for the inevitable rise in power of the
labor movement. Of course, this rise of work-
ing-class power would be slow; as a result,
the British Socialists were convinced that it
was their task to sell the capitalists the idea
of introducing Socialism in easy stages. Taken
together with the confusion that building So-
cialism and the winning of power were in
the end one and the same thing, the pro-
gram of the British Socialists led them into
collaboration with the class in power. The
working class, in their eyes, must conciliate
the capitalists so that the ruling class would
not be hostile to Socialism. The owners of
the means of production must be won over,
by kind words, kind deeds, friendly gestures,
to a willingness to embrace a Socialist society.
Once " the capitalists saw the evil of their
ways, they would gradually—oh, so gradually
—adopt more and more of Socialism’s forms
until capitalism withered away.

This notion unfortunately found support
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not only among the Fabians but, through
them, among a large number of trade-union
leaders and, more important still, among the
leaders of the British Labor Party. The
result was capitulation to the capitalists. By
not anticipating capitalist crisis and, once crisis
occurred, by refusing to recognize it, the
British Labor Party gave way even more ab-
jectly before the retrenchment program of
the ruling class. Denial of the class struggle
led the Labor Party to cooperate with the
capitalists in the attempt to make the workers
pay for depression and capitalist decline
through unemployment, pay cuts, lowered
standard of living, and the weakening of
workers’ organizations.

One retreat led to another. The resolve
of the British Labor Party, once it won of-
fice, for its members to be better guardians
of the capitalist state than the capitalists’
themselves disillusioned the workers and their
allies. Capitulation to the enemy class led to
the desertion by Great Britain of Ethiopia,
China, Spain, Austria—and to the present
wordy but so far impotent fretting by the
Labor Party against Chamberlain’s policy of
placating the aggressors and of cooperating
with the warmaking fascist nations.

Strachey could have illustrated the dangers
of collaboration by citing the ineffectualness
of the American Federation of Labor. Gom-
persism was based on a denial of the existence
of class antagonisms, and a belief that the
interests of the employers and the interests
of the workers were identical. In his expla-
nation of why the American unions did not
form an independent political ‘party similar to
the British Labor Party, Strachey suggests:

The AF of L was simply too weak to have any
prospect of success in creating a party of its own.
Its leaders saw no prospect of actually getting the
protection they needed by means of a labor party.

True enough as far as it goes, but still more
significant was the fact that the illusion fos-
tered by Gompers that class antagonisms be-
tween owners and workers were nonexistent
led the American trade-union movement to
the conclusion that the bosses and the unions
had the same outlook. And therefore Gom-
persism contended that, though the ruling
class dominated the Democratic and Repub-
lican Parties, these parties, nevertheless, could

- represent the political interests of the work-

ers quite satisfactorily. In addition, the pol-

-~ icy of collaboration led the unions to con-

ciliate the employers; Gompers and his aides
were convinced that independent political ac-
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tion would annoy the ruling class; to prevent
them from being antagonized was an end to
which everything—including an independent
political party—should unquestioningly be sac-
rificed.

Once Strachey has sketched with unchal-
lengeable logic the reasons for the British La-
bor Party’s weaknesses and failures, once he
has shown the tendency of disgusted workers
to take recourse in a political syndicalism, he
sets about answering the question ‘“What are
we to do?” Clearly, class collaboration has
succeeded only in bringing the world to the
brink of war and in menacing every democ-
racy with fascism. To continue conciliating
the capitalist class means defeat of the work-
ing class—and with it, the progressive—move-
ment, and the likelihood that our civilization
will be destroyed. All hope of the ruling class
conceding Socialism is as real as the prospect
of Tom Girdler joining the CIO. Nor can
it be overlooked that the time still remaining
to correct the mistakes of the past is by no
means unlimited. The working class faces
the immediate necessity of action—and
planned effective action—if it is to avoid dis-
aster.

The American labor movement, just coming
of age, has matured late enough to profit
from the mistakes of the British labor move-
ment. It is insufficient, so the example of
England shows (and even more the examples
of Germany and Austria), for workers to
organize into trade unions and to form a labor
party. The trade unions and their political
party, Strachey insists, must be led by a “new
model” political party: the party of scientific
Socialism, of Marxism—the Communist
Party. The “new model” party possesses a
scientific ideology ; it is disciplined, monolithic
in organization, democratic, and centralized;
it supports and struggles for any and every
kind of activity beneficial to the working-class
movement; its leadership is qualified and
tested, and it is able to give direction and
guidance to the working class. On the growth
of the Communist Parties throughout the
world, on the quality and effectiveness of these
parties’ leadership of the trade-union move-
ment and the broader political parties of the
working class and its allies, rests the hope of
democracy to survive and to preserve peace.
Finally, on these “new model” parties de-
pends the ability of the working class to slough
off the outworn capitalist system for the more
democratic Socialist system which will elimi-
nate classes and allow each person to share a
peaceful and secure life in accordance with
his own abilities.

Without scientific Socialism, without the
guidance of a “new model” political party, the
labor movement will be unable to transform
its environment. It risks, moreover, being it-
self destroyed by reaction. But the scientific
Socialists cannot be content to pose a pro-
gram. While building its own organization
and improving its quality, the party of scien-
tific Socialism—the Communist Party—must
“unify and consolidate, by bringing together
first the entire labor movement and then the

entire progressive, popular forces of the com-
munity.” In other words, all the forces of
progress must come together on a specific and
immediate program. Strachey states this pro-

‘gram broadly as the defense of peace, democ-

racy, and a national standard of living—what
the Communist Party of the United States in
its recent convention called the democratic
front for jobs, security, peace, and democ-
racy. But, Strachey continues, it is not enough
to raise the slogan. It is of pressing impor-
tance to implement it and give it life by lead-
ing and joining all movements that will real-
ize its goals, even partially, in terms of the
struggles of the workers and their allies.

Strachey ends his book with the following
answers to his question, ‘What are we to
do?”: The labor movement needs the ideology
of scientific Socialism—it is up to the Com-
munist Party to supply it and for all pro-
gressives in and out of the labor movement
to become familiar with it and understand its
implications. The Communist Party must
help build labor’s unity (how necessary this
is can be seen in the bitter attempts of the
AF of L executive council to split the work-
ing class) in order to assure the defense of
peace, democracy, and the national standard
of life. To this policy, the widest allegiance
among middle-class people and progressive
forces everywhere, must be sought.

What Are We to Do? is history that leads
to action. It is an examination of experience
that all progressives should read so that their
energy will be redoubled by being directed in
the most effective channels. It is a book for
every advanced worker; for every CIO and
AF of L: and Railway Brotherhood leader;
for those who would build Labor’s Non-
Partisan League and the Farmer-Labor Party
and the American Labor Party. It does not
read like a novel; it is logical, bare, sinewy.
But it is unsurpassed as a handbook for those
who would give more than lip service to peace
and democracy, for those who realize that
fascism cannot be defeated in any other way
than through unified, unrelenting action of all

progressives. Bruce MINTON.

Image and
Purpose

THE SPIDER AND THE CLOCK, by S. Funaroff.
International Publishers. Cloth, $1. Paper,
35 cents.

“HERE is no democracy of taste relative

to literary matters in America, least of

all relative to poetry. Writing is judged, as

it must be judged by the uninformed and the

badly informed, purely by its token value as

a success plug. Such things are to be taken for
granted.

But limiting the attention to poetry, how
can we expect anything else, even in those of
good intention ? It puzzles and bewilders them.
It takes a sharply objective mind but also
an agile mind to jump from the concrete to
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“Go ye and help the I LIKE AMERICA
Drive”! This is how:

The

When you go to the doctor--

Talk about New Masses as well as your-
self. Tell him it fights for a public health
program. Tell him how it has fought for
Spain. Tell him he should read it and
keep it on the table in his reception
room.

When you go shopping--
Tell the butcher, the baker, the cloak-
and-suit maker, that if they want to
know what’s wrong with business and
what they can do about it, they ought to
reacll< New Masses, and read it every
week.

When you see a picket line ==

and your friend says “they ought to send
them back where they came from,” tell
him he’s got to read Hicks’ I Like
America and New Masses, before he de-
cides what makes a really good Ameri-
can,

When you go to the movies=--

Tell your companion that New Masses
subscribers in Hollywood are second in
number only to New York. Suggest they
read James Dugan for uncensored, un-
sparing reviews.

When gou go to the theater--

Remind the folks around you how New
Masses boosted Pins and Needles and
The Cradle Will Rock long before they
got to be hits among the carriage trade.

When you go on your vacation-=-

Take along New Masses, and also a sub-
scription order book (we’ll send it on re-
quest) and sign up five friends while
you’re having your wonderful time.

When you send 5 yearly subs--

Each of your subscribers gets a copy of
I Like America free, remember, and you
get a free subscription to be sent to
yourself or anyone else you say.

Proudly and prodfully yours,

Clantive C\a.wipaﬁ“

Sub Editor

I LIKE AMERICA Drive
NEW MASSES, 31 East 27th St., N. Y. C.

Enclosed is $........ in payment of ........
yearly subscriptions to New Masses at $4.50 each
and a FREE copy of I Like America to be sent
to each. It is understood that when I have sent
in 5 yearly 'subscriptions, I am entitled to one
yearly subscription FREE.

(List names and addresses on separate sheet.

If 5 are sent herewith, list address to which

FREE Prize Subscription is to be sent.)
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COOL off
with BOOKS

Don’t let the summer heat stop you from reading — History
doesn’t wait just because the temperature happens to read
over 90° — Neither does it keep the Loyalists from defeat-
ing the Fascists in Spain or the C.I.O. from organizing the
American working-class — Nor does it keep the Bookshop
from offering some of the best buys in books you need to
understand the world we live in.

Title Author Net Price

1. What Are We to Do? John Strachey $2.39

2. Peril of Fascism A. B. Magil and Henry Steven  2.00

3. China Fights Back Agnes Smedley 2.50

4. Making of a Hero Nicholas Ostrovski 98

5. A. S. Pushkin V. V. Verasoyev 25

6. A Philosophy for a Modern Man H. Levy 195

7. Reading from Left to Right Robert Forsythe 1.95

8. Life of Lenin P. Kerzhentsev  1.75

9. Uncle Tom’s Children Richard Wright 2.50

10. The Way Things Are Albert Maltz  1.50
11. Heredity & Politics J. B. S. Haldane 2.50
12. Southways Erskine Caldwell 2.50
13. The Bridge in the Jungle B. Traven 2.50
14. The Communist International Lenin  2.00
15. The Spider and the Clock S. Funaroff 35
16. Illustrated History of the Civil War in the U.S.S.R.....Stalin and others  3.25

MANY BOOKS AT 19¢—49¢—59c—69c—98c
WORKERS BOOKSHOP

50 East 13th Street N. Y. C.

“Ir TELLS HOW

this war feels to people who are fighting it. . . . CHINA FIGHTS BACK
conveys not only the primitive life of the Chinese rural districts, the hard-
ships and incredible devotion of the soldiers; it also makes convincing this
feeling of happiness which comes to people who fight wholeheartedly and
hopefully in the van of human progress, for their own liberty and that of

the world.” ANNA LOUISE STRONG in New Masses

The first book from the front lines in China—and
by the only person to travel with the Red Army

CHINA FIGHTS BACK

An American Woman With China’s 8th Route (Red) Army
By AGNES SMEDLEY

Author of *““Chinese Destinies,”” **China’s Red Army Marches,” etc.

“She has seen things which no other American, man or woman, has seen.”
LEWIS GANNETT in The New York Herald Tribune

Might well be considered a sequel to RED STAR OVER CHINA

Profusely illustrated $2.50 at all bookstores

THE VANGUARD PRESS » 424 Madison Avenue © New York Cityamsasn
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the general and from that back again to the
personal application necessary to get the most
out of a poem.,

It is harder to read poetry than it is to read
music, even for a completely literate and highly
intelligent person.

But when excellent modern poetry, such as
that of Funaroff, has to face and overcome
besides everything else its dedication to a so-
cially unacceptable viewpoint, then taste breaks
down completely. I ask’ Funaroff to be patient.

So here we have a few good poems, the best
characterized by a technical smoothness, a love-
liness of jointure in the words—that may pos-
sibly seem out of place in dealing with the
coarseness of some of the subject matter. But
it is the essence for me of what Funaroff does:
a verbal facility, an ear for the music of the
line which is outstanding, a good outline to
the image, and a clearly indicated relationship
of the image to the purpose of the poem. Be-
sides, the mind is clear and at ease back of all
the rest. All this over against the present-day
social impasse.

The result is tranquillity in strife, a direct,
unconfused intention, well integrated—that
spells final conviction and the peace of mind
which it brings. This is the poetic impact: the
storm but also the quiet above the storm—
good flying weather there. I like that. Funaroff
is sure. He sees for the most part the good
which poetry has securely in its grasp down
the ages—just as good today as ever.

But Funaroff tends to waste his best effects
when he forgets, as he does at times, that it
is words that are his materials and not, as a
poet, states of society. It seems strange that
no one has grown tired of hearing that said
of him to an extent sufficient to make him
pay lasting heed to it. Not that states of so-
ciety and the conditions governing words can-
not be semblable but you cannot write a poem
paying primary heed to social conditions, you
cannot write a poem with anything but words,
words that will do their part, as much as
words can do, for what you wish to put over
while retaining the conditions necessary to a
poem—if you think that worthwhile. In his
ardor to drive ahead Funaroff sometimes for-
gets that. It is the mistake of a young man—
sufficiently counteracted in this case by better
work, to indicate that he may, possibly, get
over it.

No matter what the “school,” a poem im-
plies a specific use of words in a special man-
ner for the attainment of a definite complexion
of meaning. It isn’t easy. But without it the
Marxian climax would resemble a man made -
of dough. Funaroff accomplishes just that
meaning in ‘““The Bellbuoy,” “A Worker,” but
especially in “A Love Poem About Spring.”
There are other good poems and some not so
good in the book. When I don’t like a poem
it is because it jumps the track. Energy is only
wasted when a poem goes with a hell of a lot
of noise—into the social ditch. Not that ditches
aren’t of social value, mind you. Imagine if
we didn’t have ditches! But the thing is to
keep the car, as a car, rolling. We cannot
allow ourselves to forget the first principle



AUGUST 16, 1938

of the Marxian dialectic: to use poetry, also,
to forward the universal purpose. Poetry, mind
you. That’s where the emphasis lies. Not to
junk poetry wholesale in the semi-comic Wil-
sonian sense nor to junk it piecemeal through
the body of the poem itself. Why, e. e. cum-
mings is a better Marxian than that!

“The Bellbuoy,” the introductory poem,
gives the key—the sound of that bell over all
the tragedy that the sea implies, like the sound
of the poems Funaroff asks us to hear in his
words.

There’s always an undiscoverable felicity in
the best of things. To me the fact that Funar-
off is so delightful to read, while I cannot
discover what makes him put his words to-
gether so very simply, so very directly without
any strain at all—is the secret! I can think of
all kinds of poets who would give their best
false teeth to be able to do that.

Take the perfectly clear statement under-
lying an image in the first widely separated
lines of “A Love Poem About Spring.” Noth-
ing trite, nothing overstated, never too much.
Just enough. That too is good writing. How
is it done?

All such things come from inside, from con-
viction, from ease in the spirit of the man.
Not the vaguest wobbling here. He knows
what he is about and why. He carries the
reader to willing discoveries, Funaroff is in-
terested also, deeply interested, in those dis-
coveries.

Such a well put image, summative of a
state of mind, as “unhappy between kiss and
kiss,” as Funaroff uses it, is difficult to praise.
‘The mind at once says, What's to that? Well,
" the simplicity of the approach, the natural
language molded without strain or distortion
to an acute purpose—without weariness or
boredom—that a freshness comes of it. That’s
good writing. And in this case it says every-
thing. Everyone who writes strives for the
same thing. To say it swiftly, clearly, to say
the hard thing that way, using few words.
Not to gum up the paragraph. To know when
to quit when you've done. And not to have
hangovers of other ideas sifting in unnoticed.
Good writing is precisely like good dressing.
Bad writing is like a badly dressed woman—
improper emphasis, badly chosen colors. But
bad writing is also the lack of freshness in the
impossible copying of good taste wholesale.
Invention, well focused invention—while still
retaining clarity of means, honesty of expe-

dient. WiLLiaM CArLOs WILLIAMS.

Practical
Mystic

SojourNER TRUTH: Gop’s FaiTHFUL PiL-
GRIM, by Arthur Huff Fauset. University of
North Carolina Press. $1.

RTHUR HUFF FAUSET's volume repre-
A sents the second attempt of a Negro
writer to treat the historical and revolution-
ary traditions of the Negro people in terms
of popular fiction. Differing in style and
method from Arna Bontemp’s Black Thun-
der, Fauset’s book combines narration and
psychology to portray Sojourner Truth, the
nineteenth-century Negro abolitionist and
feminist. The book comes at a time when there
is a national resurgence of interest in the Ne-
gro’s revolutionary past, and it fills a gap in
our too meager knowledge of the history of
almost one-tenth of the American people.

The first section introduces the mystical
and slave-born Isabella, whose children were
snatched from her arms and “sold down the
river” into slavery. There follows a picture
of the religious hysteria which swept New York
during the 1830’s, a period in which Matthias,
a white religious fanatic, played a role similar
to that of Father Divine today. Isabella, who
later assumed the name of Sojourner Truth
because of a mystical experience, was a leader
with Matthias in this cultism. She then en-
tered the abolitionist movement to emerge as
the Mother Bloor of the anti-slavery struggle,
and as one of the remarkable personalities
of her day. ,

An associate of Parker, Whittier, Garrison,
and Douglas, and a leader of the underground
railway, this Negro woman was a staunch
fighter for women’s rights and temperance.
After emancipation, she traveled throughout
the North and South helping free Negro
workers in strategic centers to adjust them-
selves. Upon discerning that emancipation did
not fundamentally alter the lot of the Negro,
Sojourner Truth came forward with a plan
whereby the government was to throw open
parts of Kansas as land settlements where Ne-
groes might solve their problems. This plan
she proposed in opposition to the current at-
tempt to deport the Negroes to Liberia. Span-
ning the shame of slavery and the problems
of the newly freed Negro, Sojourner Truth’s
life was lived in the heat of revolutionary
change; she died fighting for Negro freedom.

In its analysis of religious and mystical ex-
perience, the book falls short of its mark. Be-
cause of a scantiness of data, the analytical pas-
sages fail to ring true: In speaking of the psy-
chological complexity of the American Negro,
Fauset says: ‘“Religion would seem to be an ab-
solutely essential phase of the Negro’s constitu-
tion ; but it is only one phase, or rather it is one
aspect of his essentially expressive personality.
Another is joy. . . . Where the Anglo-Saxon
puritan loses all sense of proportion between
moral demands and the right of men to enjoy
life . . . the Negro in nine times out of ten
takes his religion quite as seriously as the
Anglo-Saxon puritan, but substitutes exuber-
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ance and joy for asceticism. The result is that
while the puritan is in danger of an overdose
of morbidity and neurosis, the Negro is more
apt to develop a healthy paganism.” Such a
statement reveals a confused historical approach
and a static philosophy, both quite inconsistent
with the aims of the book. Fauset presupposes
that man is made up of a set of fixed qualities,
which allows no scope for development and
change of the individual through dynamic con-
tact with the social and economic factors con-
stituting environment.

What is so romantically called “paganism”
in the American Negro is perhaps no more
than the result of a badly injured conscious
will actively seeking to adjust itself to an
environment where the main institutionalized
social outlet is a very inadequate church. It is
the display of a high degree of consciousness
and striving under the most unfriendly con-
ditions that makes for the beauty and signifi-
cance of Sojourner Truth. After eagerly ac-
cepting Matthias as God, hoping by doing so
that the lot of the Negro would be altered,
she was not discouraged when this mysticism
failed, but turned to face a higher and more
material form of struggle: abolition. Unable
to free herself of her religious mysticism, she
used it as a weapon with which to realize her
own heroic will in the struggle against slavery.

Let there be no doubt as to the importance
of this book. Although a broader treatment
of the subject in a less dated style would have
been welcome, it stands with Arna Bontemp’s
Black Thunder as a pioneering effort, and it
is sure to have a wide influence upon later
Negro biography.

Rarpa ELLrison.

Victorian

Theater

Fanny KeEMBLE, A PASSIONATE VICTORIAN,
by Margaret Armstrong. The Macmillan
Company. $3.

ANNY KEMBLE was an artistic genius

whose long life was filled with great ac-
complishments and also with colorful par-
ticipation in the social and political life of
England and America. She was one of the
greatest actresses of her time in her youth,
and in middle age she became a famous reader
of Shakespearean plays. She was a playwright
and a powerful prose writer. Her chronicle of
life on her American husband’s plantation,
A Residence of a Georgian Plantation, belongs
in the top rank of anti-slavery literature. A
daughter of one of England’s outstanding
theatrical families, she was the intimate friend
of many of the distinguished people of her
time and yet possessed and cultivated the rare
ability to mingle with fishwives and slaves.

Miss Armstrong has succeeded in writing
what is on the whole a very satisfying biog-
raphy. The book is weakest in its interpreta-
tion of Miss Kemble’s theatrical life and in
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its lack of sufficient information about the thea-
ter in which she worked. It is particularly
strong in its intelligent portrayal of the socio-
political background of the period. Miss Arm-
strong has recreated Fanny Kemble’s colorful
personality in relation to the society of her
time. She studies the emergence of the indus-
trial revolution and the great mass movements
around the Reform Bill of 1832 as these af-
fected Miss Kemble and the circles in which
she moved. The chapter entitled “Fanny
Rides the ‘Iron Horse’” is a priceless social
study based on a letter of Fanny Kemble to
her friend Harriet, in which she describes in
a little prose classic her first ride on a train
under the gruff eye of no less a person than
Stephenson himself.

Like many intelligent actresses today, Miss
Kemble was involved in the stirring fights
for social progress of her own time and her
biographer must herself have been struck by
astonishing parallelisms which Miss Kemble’s
life suggests. Let the Napoleonic era relate
roughly to our World War period and make
Fanny Kemble some thirty years old today.
And let the Reform Bill of 1832 equal some
of the more progressive measures of the French
People’s Front or the Roosevelt administra-
tion. Let the anti-slavery agitation parallel
the anti-fascist movement of today. To sharpen
ap the point, let us recall that Fanny Kemble’s
brother, John, was a member of the Cam-
bridge Apostles, a “radical group burningly
aware of social problems, eager to right
wrongs.” John, like many of us today, believed
that “the main thing was to raise the condi-
tion of the working classes.” And, like our
Abraham Lincoln Brigade boys, he practiced
his belief to the point of going to Spain, after
evading the English police, to help in the at-
tempt to overthrow the tyrant, Ferdinand VII.
And, finally, let us recall that Miss Kemble’s
book on American slavery helped to win Eng-
lish sentiment from sympathy and assistance
to the slave-holding rebels to neutrality in
our Civil War.

‘These parallelisms arise out of Miss Kem-
ble's life and are instructive, for they demon-
strate that in a period when the theater was
divorced from life as it has never heen since,
its artists did not fail to participate in the
great struggles of their times. The record of
the nineteenth-century theater in this respect

is long and honorable, and progressives might .

well do some research in this field. We might
recall that the greatest actor of them all,
Tommaso Salvini, interrupted his magnificent
career to fight as a volunteer with Mazzini

Marantz

and Garibaldi. There are many others whose
lives, like that of Miss Kemble’s, serve as
glorious predecessors to the theater workers
who are fighting for progress today.

Mark MARVIN.

Cornwall and
the South

Lanp Wrraout MosEes, by Charles Gurtis
Munz. Harper & Bros. $2.50.

Enxp oF ‘CorNwALL, by Richard Preston.
Vanguard Press. $2.50.

HE deterioration of men caused by the

deterioration of capitalism is the theme
of both these novels. Land Without Moses,
Mr. Munz’s first published novel - (he wrote
three others for practice), deals with the cot-
ton land of the South. In the story of Tamp
Moten and his son Kirby, there is concen-
trated the tragedy of ten million persons who
are in the grip of the sharecropping system.
Tamp Moten, himself the son of a sharecrop-
per, has been in debt for fifteen years to Aaron
Longnecker, the plantation owner. Perhaps
one year on settlement day he climbs a little
closer to being out of debt, and he celebrates
by bringing home a bag of peppermints. But
almost every year he sinks deeper into the hole,

.pushed down by the economic futility of ten-

ant-farming and by the landlord’s frequent use
of the ‘“‘crooked pencil” in figuring his ac-
counts.

In Kirby Moten we have the counterpart of
what his father once must have been. He is
brave, strong, rebellious, human. He wants to
learn, because in the cotton country “if a man
doesn’t know that two plus two equals four,
he’s a slave; and if 2 man does know it, he’s
on the way to being free.” But when his
meager knowledge begins to challenge Long-
necker, his schooling is cut off. Together with
the other tenants, black and white, he makes
ill-organized, spasmodic attempts to better his
conditions. Every effort is defeated by the
croppers’ ignorance, by their fear, by the ability
of the landlords to split the workers along the
color line, by the battery of physical, economic,
legal, and political forces, turned against them.
Finally Kirby is ground down until his spirit
can stand no more, and the vicious process of
degeneration that claimed his father and
mother begins.

As the outline may indicate, the story is very
symmetrically shaped. The writing is rapid
and unembroidered, but full of the natural
humor and flavor of the “land without
Moses.” The author does not distort his peo-
ple; they are real, solid, drawn with the com-
passion of a man who knows and understands
them deeply. Everyone who has read You
Have Seen T'heir Faces will want to read
Land Without Moses. Of as high quality
in another form, it is the perfect companion-

piece to the Bourke-White, Caldwell book.
End of Cornwall tells much the same

27

GRECEN
MANSIONS

WARRENSBURG N.Y.

IN THE ADIRONDACKS

A Modern Camp for Adults
[ e W W W W W W W

® Log Cabin Club-House

each room with private bath

Private Golf Course on the Premises
Championship Tennis Courts

All other sports facilities

Chamber Music

Professional Theatre

Company includes: Joan Woodruff and
John Glenn, Ruth Nelson, Mordecai Bau-
mann, Leonard Elliot and others.

Full Schedule of Rates on Request
Lena Barish : Sam Garlen

Directers

New York City Office: 11 W. 42 St,
Telephone BR yant 9-1738

¢ AN INFORMAL
ADULT CAMP
Where You DRESS
and DO as you please

HUNTS
BROOK
LODGE

OAKDALE, CONN.

N. Y. Office:
‘I'elcpha'nc

@ Plays presented by our
summer stock company—
Dancing nightly—
Concert music

® All sports — Horses —
Golf — Good food

® Regular Rates:

$25 per week $5 per day
22 Buckingham Road Broo lf'
BUckmmstcr 4.7400. Booklet

No. 1 New London
By t'mm—Ncw 'York New Haven & Hanfo'rd R. R.

A AN \\\\\\\\\\\.\\\\\\\\\\\

HARMONY

...COUNTRY CLUB... g
%
;

LAKE ANAWANA
HURLEYVILLE, N. Y.
Moderate Rates

® private lake and beach @ all sports
@ sun pavilions @ tops in entertainment

MARK FEDER

Producer of Theatricals
Plus Huge Staff of Artists

CITY INFORMATION
ATWATER 9-6669

on

DICKENS 2-9107

UNCAS LODGE

a modern aduit camp with beauti-
ful 165 acre New England farm

@ 3 Fast Tennis Courts
® Private Twin Lakes
® Boating—Fishing

@ Handball—Ping Pong
® Orchestra for Dancing
® Modern stage plays
Rates: $24.50 per week; $4.00 per day
No additional charge bungalows for two
UNCAS LODGE UNCASVILLE, CONN.
Management: DIANA and ABE BERMAN
N. Y. Phene: NEvins 8-3074 after 5 p. m.

Descriptive booklet
by request

. Please mention NEw MAassEs when patronizing advertisers



28

ow
mfor™
[t rusti

spirtt ) arm.

Booklet-
write_1o7 ona St
e
Micke
N haels.
Mitior.

Season
Rates
$29.50

weekly
$5 Daily

| VA

VINEYARD LODGE

“A4 Cool Hideout in the Ulster Hills”

Shaded lawns, vast vineyards, woodland trails,
tennis, handball, sunbath sheds, swimming
and boating facilities. Dancing, play, enter-
tai t. All impr ts.—Farm products.
Rate $18. Kingston 3430.
JOSEPH ROSENTHAL
Ulster Park New York
Established Farm.

Hundreds of acres.

CAMP NITGEDAIGET
(" ]
ON-THE-HUDSON
BEACON, N. Y. Phone: Beacon 731

ALL SPORTS: Tennis — Volley-ball — Handball

Basket ball—Baseball—Pingpong—Swimming
BANGING Every night to a 5-piece Swing Band

EXCE“.ENT Foun prepared by expert dietician

Hotel & Bungolow Accommodations: ST eek $17

Clty Office: FOrdham 4-0884. Transportation: ESfabrookya-SMI
(Or by N. Y. Central R.R. or Hudson Day Line)

L a5 S S S

The Rare Charm
of an Intimate
Congenial Group

ERL AN
4 Modern Camp Moderate Rates
for Adults S
Booklet en Request SupAeL'iofp(o::?sine
35 W. 42nd St. e Luxe Bungalows
PEnn. 6-7663 Fare $4.65
In Th
TIMBERLAND , = The

Pottersville, N. Y. (Warren County)
Esther R. Kessler Israel H. Kessler

P Y VUV VY VVVVVVVVVVYVN

Let HUDSON “supply”
your VACATION

a Whatever you need—Hudson
bas it for less

A Tents, cots, blankets, camp, travel, hiking
A outfits, slacks, shorts, sweaters, shirts,
A breeches, shoes, hammocks, etc., etc.

HUDSON ARMY & NAVY STORE

105 Third Avenue Corner 13th Street New York
Call GRamercy 5-9073 for further Information

PO S VVVVVVVVVVVVVYN

Please mention NEw MAssEs when patronizing advertiserse

story. Tregwidden, a composite of several Cor-
nish ports, is the center of the action. On
the surface a picturesque little town, it is dis-
sected by the author until its powdery bones
and shriveled flesh appear. A rotten economic
base and a stagnant social life produce personal
demoralization. Some of the characters por-
trayed are twisted, useless beings; others are
people conscious of what is happening to them,
who struggle to get at the root of the evil
threatening them. One man, after a number
of experiences, learns the value of joint action
in the solution of common problems. Another,
together with his girl, runs away to the big
city to find out what’s going on in the world,
expecting to return some day better equipped
to join in the fight.

Most of the people of Tregwidden are es-
sentially good, possessing the same qualities
of courage and will and independence as the
Cornish of past centuries. But years of op-
pression have sapped their strength, and lack
of a guiding principle and purpose brings their
occasional rebellious outbursts to nothing. Yet,
as in Land Without Moses, we are made to
feel that some day the strength that is in the
people will free them.

End of Cornwall is more varied and com-
plex than Land Without Moses, but it is
not as successful. Mr. Preston becomes too
exclusively involved in the mental operations
of his characters, and gives not enough atten-
tion to the concrete actions which dramatize
objectively their inner course of development.
Consequently, part of what goes on is some-
times confusing and sometimes incredible. De-
spite this fault the novel is very readable and
effective. Mr. Preston has imaginative power
and an exceptionally sharp sensitivity to the
way men think and feel. He deserves more
notice than the American press has given him.

MiLToN MELTZER.

*

BRIEE REVIEW

PAVEMENTS AT ANDERBY, by Winifred Holtby. The
Macmillan Company. $2.75.

Winifred Holtby was an intuitive and gifted
writer, whose awareness was crystallizing from a
sentimental attitude to one of trenchant satire. Her
development as a writer and human being is ap-
parent in this last collection of her stories, edited
by Vera Brittain and H. S. Reid.

Perhaps the best and most typical tells of a suc-
cessful man—successful in business, successful with
women—traveling in a first-class sleeper across Eu-
rope to Rumania, to complete a business transaction
for his firm—International Merchandise, Ltd. This
secure and solid man of power is seized in the mid-
dle of the night by a stomach cramp. He staggers
into the corridor where an attack of vertigo causes
him to fall off the train into a snowdrift. And there
he is “Little Man Lost” while all the trappings of
his personality, money, passport, clothes speed across
the continent into the night.

I enjoyed particularly the description of gay
Monte Carlo, where the very sea is tamed to throw
up colored fountains while the world shakes with
economic chaos, and the account of an interview
with the head of the British Broadcasting Co., who
saves Great Britain by destroying a radio invention
permitting human beings to look ahead—“the ap-
palling consequences of a moment’s foresight.”

HELEN BURLIN.

NEW MASSES

[HEATER

F THE hundred or more summer
O theaters in the shacks and village barns
of upstate New York and New England there
is a huge amphitheater below the Mason-
Dixon line that is attracting more persons for
a single night’s performance of Paul Green’s
historical drama, The Lost Colony, than can
be rounded up for the entire run of a regu-
lar summer theater presentation.

At each of the four weekly performances
of The Lost Colony about five thousand per-
sons from all parts of the country are mak-
ing their way to Roanoke Island, N. C,
where it is being presented on the original
site of the first English settlements in the
New World over 351 years ago. The drama
narrates in simple Elizabethan English the
heroic but tragic tale of the little band of men -
and women who came over to colonize the
American wilderness.

On looking over the program one is pleased
to discover that the cast of two hundred per-
formers is made up mainly of native islanders
and fisherfolk who hope some day to pro-
duce the play without any outside help. Thirty
boys from the neighboring CCC camp are
found to be playing the Indians and pioneers,
and the principal roles are in expert hands
of seven New York City Federal Theatre
Project actors. With the exception of these
actors and a half-dozen technical assistants,
director Samuel Selden has used the native
resources of Roanoke.

It all started about fifty years ago when
the islanders and fisherfolk got together for
the first time to explore a heritage and legend
of their own. Ten years later, historical so-
cieties extended their cooperation in the pres-
entation of an annual pageant. It was not,
however, until 1932 that Green was asked
to write a drama to commemorate the events
which took place on Roanoke Island in the
days of Queen Elizabeth and Sir Walter
Raleigh.

A native of North Carolina, Green went
to work digging up original documents, let-
ters, old histories, and maps. Historical groups
set themselves the task of reconstructing the
original Citie of Ralegh behind stout pali-
sades, following as nearly as possible the
rough-hewn building tradition of early Amer-
ica. The site was rebuilt with labor supplied
by various agencies of the Works Progress
Administration, and there exists today on the
island a sixteenth-century village.

In writing this pageant-drama Paul Green
has not only made use of native folk material
that is indigenous to his section of the state.
He has conceived it on the pattern of an epic
work, finding contemporary significance in
this tale of Roanoke Island. In narrating the
heroic struggles of the first pioneers, Green
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A truly wholesome and beautiful spot for a joyful
vacation. All sports. Intelligent environment. Home
cooking. Only 1 hr. from New York City. Open all year.

Tel.: Millington 361 MODERATELY PRICED

LODGE

LAKEWOOD MODERN SCHOOL CAMP

CARMEL, NEW YORK
(near Lake Carmel, Rto. 52)
A pro%ressive camp for boys and girls
from four to fourteen years of age.
Information and reservations write or phone
JAMES and NELLIE DICK
Phone: EDgecombe 4-6250 Camp phone: Carmel 834

For a GRAND VACATION, Come to
CAMP KINDERLAND

Hopewell Junctiom (Om Sylvam Lake) New York
New Sports Field, Baseball Diamond, Tennis, Hand-.
ball and Volley Ball Courts. Hal Haskell, Athletic
Instructor. Bathing in Sylvan Lake. Dancing every night.

817 - 818 per week — 83 per day
CITY OFFICE: 799 Broadway, Room 234
Pheme: GR.5-2898
Cars leave daily—2700 Bronx Park East—10:30 A.M.
Friday and Saturday—10:30 A.M., 2:80 P.M., 7 P.M.

" Please mention NEw MAssEs when patronising advertisers
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expresses the belief that America will continue
to exist—in spite of fascist threats—as a na-
tion of liberty and of free men. America is
the living birthplace of world democracy.
The show is excellent in every way. Fine,
too, is the spirit on the island, a local cele-
bration in which all the islanders—number-
ing less” than one thousand-—are taking an
active part. It is a people’s demonstration of
enthusiasm in their history and culture. It is
something genuine and vital, striking a new
note in a community theater of all the people.
ANTHONY BUTTITTA.
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ALABEN ACRES

THE INFORMAL ADULT CAMP

ALLABEN, NEW YORK
R.R. Siation, Shandaken, N. Y.

300 ACRES OF REAL VACATION COUNTRY
2400 fi. ELEVATION--118 MILES FROM N.Y.C.

ALL ATHLETIC FACILITIES INCLUDING
PRIVATE LAKE, TENNIS, HORSES

Entertainment and Social Activities
under the direction of Moe Kaplan

Excellent Accommodations, Hot and
Cold Showers. All conveniences

WEEKLY RATES
$23.50-$25.00-$27.50

DIRECTION
Jack Lewis (formerly of Hilltop Lodge)
Mr. & Mrs. Moll & Morton Barrow
(formerly of Napanoch Country Club)
' N. Y. C. Phome: VAnderbili 3-5126

NDER the direction of Henri Cartier, a
U documentary film maker of the French
Popular Front, Frontier Films gives us stir-
ring news from Spain in its most ambitious
production, Return to Life, which you may
now see at the Cameo. The news (and how
we need the camera to tell us of Spain) is of
the war behind the lines. The Jimmy Higgins
work—youthful workers making bombs in
underground factories in Catalonia; welding
armored cars in homemade shops; building
refugios in which to await the steel calling-
cards of Mussolini and Hitler—all of the
dirty, thankless tasks responsible for the mirac-
uldus resistance of republican Spain, are the
subject of the film.

The principal news of Return to Life is
the skillful work of the American doctors and
nurses, using American medical supplies, to
save the lives of Spain’s defenders. From the
stretchex bearers, picking up the wounded un-
der fire and returning to ambulances or operat-
ing theaters on wheels, back to the final
recuperation in the hospitals on the Mediter-
ranean, the medical contributions of America
are the main factors. Cartier’s treatment of
these seaside hospitals, former summer places
of the nobility, now named for Alvarez del
Vayo or La Pasionaria, is his sharp yet tender
camera work at its best.

Here there are wonderful manually oper-
ated machines to exercise limbs long in casts,
a gentle one that supplies the fingers of a

The FIELDSTONE

On Round Lake -~ Monroe, N. Y.
One Hour from New York

Swimming and boating on mile wide lake,
tennis, handball, riding, golf and other sports.

By Reservation- Only. Phone Monroe 2501

AT
DISCOVERY!

Off the beaten path—yet but 50 miles from N, Y.
Here the country meets the sea. 20 mile view from
tree-covered lawns, private salt water bathing
beach, tennis, badminton, boating; golf and horse-
back riding nearby. Delicious food. Completely in-
formal. $25 by the week. Tel.: Stony Brook 565,

= STONY BROOK LODGE, Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. =
T R

(i

] FOR A SUMMER OF SMI LES
BLUE MOUNTAIN LODCE

Special Performance—Sat. Aug. 13
“ACADEMIC EPIDEMIC''—with original cast .
Excellent tennis, handball, horses; swimming
and water sports. A program to suit every
mood at rates to fit any pocketbook.

Arr ts for famili with adja-
cent day camp privileges for children.
N. Y. CENTRAL TO HARMON STATION
PEEKSKILL Phone 1403 N. Y.

FOR A PLEASANT VACATION

CHI-WAN-DA ON THE HUDSON!

ULSTER PARK, NEW YORK
Phone KINGSTON 3978-1329
On the Mountain Lake Esopus, overlooking the beautiful
Hudson River. Social staff, dancing. All water and land
sports. Fine Cuisine. Most modern improvements,
Directions: Train-Bus-Boat to Kingston.
REASONABLE AUGUST RATES
Jacob I. Doroshkin, 521-—5th Ave. MU 2.6773
SONIA GELBAUM & ANNA BROUDE, ASSOCIATES

SACKS FARM

SAUGERTIES NEW YORK

Now Open

Farm atmesphere plus dern dnati

Real country. Acres of Pine Woods. Very good feed.

Rates: $17 a week

Tel. Saugerties 82 ¥ B
City Info. BU. 8.-9683

R.F.D. 1
Box 267

ULSTER PARK, N. Y. TEL: 58MI

Home Cooking u Modern Facilities

Newly Renovated Bungalows @ Dalry and Veg. from Prem-
ises W Bathing M Tennis M Basket Baill M Ping Peng.

$13.50 per week $2.50 per day. 5% profit to D.W.
West Shore Tyain Best.

AVANTA FARM=

Also Bus 9W. Boat
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american artists
school

fall term
sept. 12th

summer office hours:
tues., wed., thurs., 9
to 10 p.m.

day, evening and
week end classes
in life drawing
painting ® sculp-
ture ® pottery and
ceramics @ lithog-
raphy ® anatomy
chemistry of art-
ists media ® so-
cial satire ® pho-
tography ® poster
design © related
course in paint-
ing and sculpture

a.m.

write, phone or call
for fall term catalog.

131 w. 14 st.

ch. 3-9621

-

THE SPIDER
AND

THE CLOCK
by S. Funaroff

These poems mirror many of the significant
,scenes and moods of our time. They reflect
‘central social themes and emotions of the
world in which we live.

Cloth $1.00; Paper 35¢

INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHERS
381 Fourth Ave. Neéw York

Letters reproduced ex-
actly like typewriting,
any

M"Itlgraphlng_ quantity. Also

mimeographing, printing and mailing. Quality work
at low prices.

MAILERS ADVERTISING SERVICE
121 West 42nd Street, N. Y. C. BR yant 9-5053

COOKE’S Storage Warehouse

209-11 East 125th Street, New York City
Telephone: HArlem 7-1053

°
300 Readers Used Our Service Last Year

Est. 1861 Special mtes to New Masses Readers
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS FOR MOVING

LET US KNOW

in advance if you're changing
your address for the summer
so you won't miss any issues

of ...

NEW MASSES

Please mention NEw MAssEs when patronizing advertisers

’
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broken hand, and there are steel legs for the
man who lost his fleshly ones from shrapnel.
There is tender care here, a contemplative
chess game between Fishman and Hourihan,
of the USA, a lively soccer game on the edge
of the serene sea. In another white palace are
bed-rows of little boys who were vanquished
in the streets of Madrid and Barcelona by
the intrepid fascist airmen. Franco and his
masters have made great victories over old
women and little children; museums and an-
cient cloisters have crumbled before their
mighty crusade. The Spanish democracy builds.
In the ruins of rococo Spain, a new world is
rising. It is this story, unessential to news-
paper headlines but the very stuff of history,
that unfolds in Return to Life.

Recuperation ends, the stiff leg bends, the
arm learns again the weight of rifle. The pic-
ture ends with a truckload of wounded men,
now recovered, going off to the front for an-
other smack at the generals and the imported
mercenaries of fascism. ‘With them go the
hope and the heart of civilization.

The commentary by the poet David Wolff,
shows a further development in the embryo
art of expository dialogue in film. The music
has been scored by Charles Koecklin, and part
is sung by Spanish refugee children in Paris.

Return to Life is a deeply moving work.
From it comes the admonitory feeling that
we are not doing enough for the people we

see in the film. We can send more shiploads

of medical supplies, more physicians, more of
the best of revolutionary manhood. But flesh
and bandage and the surgeon’s knife cannot
match shrapnel and 1000-kilo bombs, German
tanks, and Italian Fiat pursuit ships. Spain’s
soldiers stand at the front lines of civilization,

holding the democratic world as they held

Madrid. They must have anti-aircraft guns
to rip the groins out of the vultures in the
sky, shells to smash the towers of barbarism.
It is our responsible task to assure this help
before another winter settles on Spain.

Commenting on Robert Taylor’s endeavors

in the realm of Thespis is like shooting a sit--

ting bird. When our doxy entered his majority
and became a he-man, his pictures took on
all of the fierce, masculine air of a chest-wig.
MGM has found it fitting to lead Mr.
Taylor through the prizefight plot. The prize-
fight plot, in case any of my aficionados have
been in New Guinea for the last three dec-
ades, is the one in which the poor boy fights
his way up from the gutter to the blackest
type on the sporting page, and along the
knockout trail, falls in love with his manager’s
daughter who is wearing tight sweaters in a
ritzy girl’s school because her father doesn’t
want her to know that he is a very low citizen
indeed. The melting glances of the girl are
better than horseshoes in the hero’s glove as
he goes on to dump the champ in the last
reel. With certain dazzling innovations such
as having the hero turn down a champion-
ship fight, this is the stuff of Robert’s tour of
duty: The name, for the record, is The Crowd
Roars. Put me on the record with an audible
groan. James Ducan.

NEW MASSES

FOR IMMEDIATE

RESULTS
CLASSIFIED ADS 40c¢ a line

7 words in a line Deadline Fri., 5 p.m. Min. charge $1.20
VERMONT

UNSPOILED VERMONT! Small group. Rest, beauty.
quiet. Mild sports, etc., but no planned activity. $12- $15
wk. Dont come without writing. Ethan Allen Farm,
R F. , Chester, Vt.

VACATION RESORTS

CAMP FOLLOWERS OF THE TRAIL
Ideal vacation place. $14.50 per week. Tennis courts,
swimming and all sports. Entertainment. New bungalows.
By train, N. Y. Central to Peekskill. By boat to Indian
Point. Write Buchanan N. Phone Peekskill 2879

ROCKLAND HALL for ideal rest and vacation—ex-
cellent food—Reasonable rates—Swimming and handball.
Spring Valley, Box 24, Call WI ndsor 6-4235.

THE PINE PARK
Ideal. Amidst the pines. Invigorating high altitude. All
activities. Dietary laws. Special rates. Lake Huntington,
Sullivan Co. Tel.: Lake Hunt. 2. City: DAyton 9-8018.

RIVERSIDE INN, Seymour, Conn. On Lake Housa-
tonic. Swimming, boatmg, tennis. Excellent food. Rates
$3.50 day; $19 week. R. R. Station Derby. Tel.: 598-12.

NEW BUNGALOWS, all improvements, showers, hand-
ball court. Lake on premises. Beautiful grounds. Own
farm products. Rates: 16, William Nelson, R.F.D. 1,
Cochecton, N. Y.

RECOMMENDED: for discriminating epxcure of modest
income with eye for scenic beauty, GUSTA’S GET-A-
REST INN, Pomona, N. Y. Weekend excursions—90c
round tn% ‘Erie R.R. $16 wk. $3 day. Phone: Spring
Valley 67F2, By auto, Route 305.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WASHINGTON SQUARE STUDIO. Large, modern,
20 x 22 ft. Fireplace; bedroom; kitchenette; tile bath;
fully furnished; facing square; one flight up. $75 month]y
for July, Aug., Sept. Apply ofﬁce, 47 Washington Square
South, or Schreiber. GR 7-2672.

APARTMENT TO SHARE

YOUNG LADY teacher seeking congenial partner to
share modern 3-room apartment located at 11th St. and
Second Ave. GR amercy 7-2977,

ROOMS FOR RENT

BEAUTIFUL, LARGE studio room, attractively fur-
nished. Front. French windows. Separate entrance. $30.
Lobel, 352 East 19 St., New York City.

WILL RENT room or SHARE modern well-equipped
3 room apt. from Sept. 1. Convenient all transportation
lines. Call or phone Joan Elberg, 207 W. 11 St. CH 8-
2664 after 6 p.m.

RUSSIAN RESTAURANT
KAVKAZ RESTAURANT 332 East 14th St. “Open air
garden.” Most excellent ° ‘$hashliks.” Home atmosphere.
Russian and American dishes.

INSURANCE

Whatever your needs—PAUL CROSBIE, established
since 1908—FREQUENT SAVINGS, 135 William St.,
N. Y. C. Tel. BE ekman 3-5262.

WOMEN’S GYM COURSE FOR SALE

REDUCE AT REDUCED RATES——or just keep fit.
Complete course at excellent women’s gym available at
substantial discount. Applies for exercise, massage,
games. CA 5-3076, 10 to 5.

VOLUNTEERS
VOLUNTEER clerical workers to hel

circulation campaign. Call at 31 East
42, N. Y. C,

in New Masses
7th Street, Room

UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY

MEN AND WOMEN interested in_earning good salary
selling New Masses. See District Builders, 832 Broad-
way, 3rd floor.

" ADVERTISE YOUR NEXT AFFAIR IN
' the NEW MASSES under

‘““GOINGS-ON”’

A Column Devoted to What’s On Around H

Town!
Parties, Dances, Lectures, Etc.

DEADLINE: FRIDAY, 5 P. M.
RATE: 40 CENTS A LINE J

7 WORDS TO A LINE MINIMUM CHARGE $1.20

Please mention NEwW MAssEs when patronizing advertisers



- YOU demanded this story

The world knows Upton Sinclair for his uncompromising
indictments of the Chicago Meat Packers, the Newspaper
Trusts, the Oil Magnates. Now he turns his powerful search-
light on

“LITTLE STEEL"

A Vivid Novel Forged in the Steel Mills of America

In this tense story of a typical steel town, Upton Sinclair
brings you the panorama of industrial life . . . company stools
... a girl pitted against her father in a struggle for justice
.. . the guns of Little Steel trained on the C. I. O.

Here, at last, is the story of the men and women who were
slaughtered in Girdler’s Chicago Memorial Day Massacre
... Fiction composed of the truth . .. The odyssey of a girl
who saw the difference between right and wrong . . . Fiction
that lets you live the personal lives of the men and women
who fought for a new deal for labor.

e ™LITTLE STEEL"

Upton Sinclair’s gripping novel be-
gins, for the first time anywhere, in

The SUNDAY WORKER

August 14th e

“Little Steel” will be continued serially in the THE DAILY WORKER
Daily and Sunday Worker 50 East 13th Street, New York City

The D Y | want to read Upton Sinclair's "Litlle Steel." En-
e DAI I' an d‘ SUNDAY WORKER closed please find $2.00 ($2.25 in Bronx and Man-
Buy it at your newsstand

hattan) for a three-month "Little Steel" subscription
or use this coupon —-)

MIi6

to the Daily and Sunday Worker, beginning Aug. 14th.

Name

Address
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EARL BROWDER

General Secretary, Communist Party of U. S. A.

will write

EVERY WEEK

for

‘NEW MASSES

. Beginning Next Week

F----_----------------"
' New Masses I LIKE AMERICA Drive l
I New Masses, 81 East 27th Street, N. Y. C. I
Enclosed is $4.50 for which please send' New Masses for one year, and a
I FREE copy of Granville Hicks’ I Like Americq to:\ . I
l Name ........ T l
I AAAYess «..uvveiviiiieiiiiettetiasetesattisetastttenttacttrosateasearenns I
l [0 I X 21 1 2, I
' L L Y l
l 6 months’ subscription $2.50 (without book). I

He will answer the question

- Amerwca 1s asking—

“WHAT DO THE COMMUNISTS SAY?”

SIN CE the presidential election of 1936, when Earl Browder presented

the Communist position so simply and clearly by radio and public
discussions, an increasingly large number of middle-class Americans, when
a subject of political importance comes up, want to know ‘“‘what the Com-
munists say.”” Whether they agree with that position completely or not,
they consider the knowledge of it essential to an intelligent understanding

of the world today‘.

Beginning with the August 23 issue, Earl Browder will analyze 1938 elec-
tion issues for readers of New Masses, discussing the most important po-

litical development each week from an authoritative Communist viewpoint.

Here is one more vital reason for increasing the readership of New Masses
among middle-class groups. Every progressive-minded doctor, lawyer, small
business man, salaried person, or any other member of a middle-class group
will find this a most profitable occasion (and the I Like America offer
described below a most profitable method) for becoming a regular sub-

scriber to New Masses, America’s Indispensable Weekly.

New Masses | LIKE AMERICA Drive
for 20,000 new subscribers

A copy of Granville Hicks’ | LIKE AMERICA, free
with one year’s subscription to New Masses

There are ten million middle-class Americans who would find Neaw Masses stimu-
lating and indispensable to a complete understanding of their own situation today.
Of these we believe at least 20,000 are immediately potential readers. If you read
Neaw Masses and find it worthwhile, we ask your cooperation in reaching these
20,000 others. First, we urge you to become a regular subscriber yourself. Second,
to bring this offer ta the attention of your friends and urge them to become sub.
scribers too, remembering the while, that America can be anything that enough
Americans want to make it.



EARL BROWDER

General Secretary, Communist Party of U. S. A.
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