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BETWEEN OURSELVES

HE full text of our Madison

Square Garden debate, May 4,
between Earl Browder and Frederick
J. Libby on “Should the United
States Government Join in Concerted
Action Against the Fascist States?”
will be published next week as a
special supplement. The debate, as
those who were present know, was a
distinct success. We are especially
pleased  because more than 1,500
subscriptions to NEw MaAsses were
sold, and wish to express our thanks
to the several hundred friends who
helped in selling these, particularly
to the veterans of the Abraham Lin-
coln Brigade. Not to forget our for-
mer business manager, William
Browder, who opened the proceed-
ings with a speech about the maga-
zine.

Other outstanding features of next
week’s issue:

The first of two articles by Ruth
McKenney on the Communist Party.

A first-hand account of wrecking
in the Soviet Union, by John Sutton,
an American chemist, recently re-
turned after six-and-a-half years’
work there.

Answers to the anonymous author
of “Why I Am Not an Active Com-
munist” in this week’s issue.

Granville Hicks’ book, I Like
America, is being published by Mod-
ern Age Books next week. Our bureau
has been flooding us with clippings
about Hicks’ appointment to Har-
vard. Newspapers in every part of
the country took note of the story.
The Associated Press pictures of
Hicks in his Grafton, N. Y., home
were widely reprinted, and the A.P.
feature service put him into its
“What is your News I. Q.?” ques-
tionnaire, thus: “Identify this writer
whose appointment to a Harvard fel-
lowship brought protests from patri-
otic societies,” with the answer on
page so-and-so.

On Wed., May 18, Hicks will de-
liver the final lecture in the “Crux
of the News” series by NEW MaAssEs
editors. He will speak on the “Amer-
ican Literary Scene—1938” at Stein-
‘way Hall, 113 W. 57 St.,, New York
City, at 8:30 p.m.

We are trying an experiment in
promotion, by means of a series of
twelve ads in the New York Sunday
Times book section. This is supposed
to be a self-liquidating project, and
if only one-twelfth of one percent of
the readers of the Sunday Times do
respond with a trial subscription, the
liquidation of the cost will be ac-
complished —and we shall have
widened our public substantially.
We mention it so that our readers
who notice the ads in the Sunday
Times and wonder how we've got
s0 flush will understand the situa-
tion; incidentally, they might take
occasion to draw their non-reader
friends’ attention to the ads.

A sailor writes us:

a collection for Spain.
$35, contributed by about eighteen
guys, which I think is very good. So,
be good guys and slack away on a
few more of your N. M., and I will
see you after the payoff.”

well read regardless of their age.

“Last night as we were going

through the Dardanelles on the run
from Istanbul to Fathieh, Turkey,
we heard the radio reports of Hitler’s
occupation of Austria.
Sunday, we have been fighting all
the wars since 1900, throwing money
on the deck to give authority to our
arguments. This is not to say the sea-
men differ on essential points of
world politics, for, as you probably
know, the American seaman is pretty
well aware when it comes to politics.
N. M. is doing a lot of good on this
tub just the same. During our argu-
ments I often hear some of the boys
bringing up facts which they found
in N. M., and I know damn well
where the dope comes from, because
I always read the magazine first,
then leave them in the mess room.

And today,

“Last trip, by the way, I took up
It totaled

“Workman, Workman,” by S. Funa-

roff, in last week’s issue, should have
had the following acknowledgment:
“Suggested by the poem Paix Sociale
by André Spire, the French poet.”

What's What

T HE League of American Wiriters,

the Poetry Society of America, the

Writers’ Alliance, and over a hun-
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dred individual authors including
Padraic Colum, Clifton Fadiman,
Henry Goddard Leach, Lewis Mum-
ford, Upton Sinclair, John Steinbeck,
Jean Starr Untermeyer, and Mark
Van Doren, have endorsed a call for
a conference to be held May 22nd at
the Hotel Pennsylvania to determine
the desires of American writers in re-
gard to the creation of a Federal
Bureau of Fine Arts.

The conference, which is spon-
sored by the newly created Writers’
Committee for a Federal Bureau of
Fine Arts, will specifically discuss the
Coffee-Pepper Bill now pending in
Congress, with a view of suggesting
changes and amendments to fulfill the
needs of writers. This conference
constitutes the first step by writers as
a group to exert their influence be-
hind a suitable Bureau of Fine Arts.

The Writers’ Committee for a Fed-
eral Bureau of Fine Arts consists of

Wellington Roe, chairman; Jenny
Ballou, Nora Benjamin, Malcolm
Cowley, Henry Hart, Marjorie

Fischer, George Seldes, and Donald
Ogden Stewart.

New Masses benefit parties still go
on. The best report we've had re-
cently comes from a town in South-
ern California (not Los Angeles or
Hollywood) where a party was held
at which 150 subscriptions were
secured.

Our financial campaign is by no
means over. As our cash-register box
on page 11 shows, we have received
$16,798.31 from 6,938 friends. We
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will continue reporting week-to-week
results until the necessary quota of
$20,000 has been raised.

We are anxious to secure as wide
a distribution as possible for the text
of the Browder-Libby debate. Our
next week’s issue, containing the de-
bate section therefore, will be dis-
tributed at ten cents to organizations
and individuals buying in quantities
of ten or more,

Who's Who

PAUL G. McManNus is a Washing-
ton statistician who has written
for NEw MaAsses before. . . . R. Palme
Dutt, author of Fascism and Social
Rewolution and World Politics: 1918-
36 and editor of the British Labour
Monthly, will contribute a monthly
article on European affairs to New
Masses. . . . Harold Douglas is a resi-
dent of Madison, Wis. . . . Paul Cox
is a New York journalist who was
assigned to cover the Jersey City
meeting. ... V. J. McGill is an edi-
tor of Science & Society. . . . David
Ramsey ‘is educational director of the
International Fur Workers’ Union.
. . . Jack Conroy, author of The
Disinherited and 4 World to Win,
reviews books for the Sunday Worker
and will edit the revived Anwvil.

The painting, Work for Scare-
crows, by Arthur Emptage, which
was reproduced in last week’s issue,
along with the review of his one-
man show at the A.C.A. Gallery, is
also on exhibit at the American Art-
tists’ Congress show at Wanamaker’s,
reviewed in this issue by Elizabeth
Noble.

Flashbacks

N May 12, 1917 (the war was

declared April 6) the Pennsyl-
vania Board of Education issued
statements authorizing the with-
drawal of school children twelve
years or older to work on the farms.
On May 15 the National Association
of Manufacturers declared the fed-
eral eight-hour law a menace to the
country in that it threatened the man-
ufacture of munitions. That same
day the N.A.M. adopted another
resolution urging that the President
be given “authority to suspend for the
period of the war all restrictive legis-
lation which seriously threatens to
cripple the capacity of national in-
dustry to perform its indispensable
functions for national defense. On
May 18 Southern senators began con-
ferences looking toward the suspen-
sion of existing child-labor laws.
“, . . Congress shall make no law
abridging freedom of speech or of
the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble and to petition
the government for a redress of
grievances” —thus Upton Sinclair
read from the First Amendment to
the Constitution’ at a banned Los
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Angeles meeting May 16, 1923. For
defying the police by reading the
Constitution, the famous author spent
twenty-four hours in jail, incom-
municado.

“Each time the ship returns to New
York I bring aboard the dozen or so
New Masses which accumulated dur-
ing the last trip. They are pretty
popular among the crew, and are
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America Can Halt Japan

encountering in their war against China

spotlights what singularly few people
seem aware of : that the United States is in the
strategic position of being able to cripple
Japan’s war machine by suddenly cutting off
the supply of scrap needed in steel production.
This may be illustrated by citing figures for
Japan. In 1937 she produced roughly 5,300,000
tons of steel. In the manufacture of this ton-
nage, over 2,000,000 tons of scrap were used,
of which the United States supplied 1,900,000
tons. Thus one-third of the raw material
used in Japan’s steel industry in 1937 was
derived from American scrap. It can readily
be seen that sudden stoppage of this flow
would adversely affect Japan’s ability to pro-
duce steel.

The foregoing represents the opinion of no
individual. The figures cited are based upon
official export statistics compiled monthly by
United States government bodies. The para-
graph as a whole is quoted almost literally
from a recent speech by E. W. Pehrson, of
the Metal Economics Division of the United
States Bureau of Mines, before the trade or-
ganization of used-material dealers. It con-

THE difficulties the Japanese have been

By Paul G. McManus

stitutes the most direct statement made, since
Japan invaded China, of the vital role played
in Japan’s war economy by American industry.
As a matter of fact, Mr. Pehrson, who
used Japan’s crucial dependence upon Ameri-
can steel as an argument against the imposi-
tion of an embargo on further shipments of
such strategic materials to Japan, considerably
understated the importance of American steel
to that country. A more accurate picture of
the unique importance of American raw ma-
terials in Japanese steel and armament pro-
duction is provided by the following facts:

During the last year exports of American
pig iron to Japan have grown sensationally.
The importance of pig iron, which is an alter-
native raw material to scrap in smelting steel,
is that it is made to exact specifications and
is of better quality than scrap. Most of the
scrap which Japan has been buying in this
country is derived from low grades of steel
of the kind made many years ago: it is too
high in carbon content to be reworked into
steel durable enough to withstand the punish-
ment to which military use subjects metals.
Accordingly, the 400,000-0dd tons of high-
grade pig iron which Japan bought in the

United States last year—almost entirely from
subsidiaries of various Mellon holding com-
panies—supplement the nearly 2,000,000 tons
of scrap iron which she bought, in more than
a quantitative sense: they were especially de-
signed for use in military operations. And,
illustrating the difference between these new
grades of pig iron and the older types of
metal available in scrap, Japan’s 1938 pur-
chases have thus far shown a strong partiality
for pig iron. While her scrap buying is just
about keeping pace with last year’s record-
breaking volume, she has sharply increased the
rate at which she is ordering pig iron.
And in the first three months of this year she
has imported 172,500 tons of iron and steel
(excluding scrap and machinery), compared
with 88,000 tons in the same period in 1937
which already marked a sharp rise over previ-
ous years.

It is clear, therefore, that Japan’s growing
purchases of American pig iron not only in-
crease her dependence upon American steel-
making raw materials well above the 33 per-
cent level specified by the Bureau of Mines
official, but that they increase her dependence
upon us for precisely the high-grade, arma-
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ment-type steels which Japan needs most des-
perately. :

It is noteworthy, finally, that apart from
India (where native pig iron, however, is too
badly needed for exports to be very large),
Japan has been able to buy pig iron in any
quantity only in the United States. The one
other source of supply—Soviet Russia—dis-
continued shipments to her last March, when
the war-provoking alliance with Germany
warned the world what to expect in China.
Ironically, Germany has been too preoccupied
with the iron shortage created by her own
armament program to fill the breach made by
the discontinued Soviet sales. This leaves the
United States as Japan’s chief pig-iron, as well
as scrap, supplier, and it sharply increases
- Japan’s wartime dependence upon the United
States.

Nor is this the end of Japan’s dependence
upon the American steel industry. For the
United States does more than supply Japan
with strategic quantities and kinds of raw
materials for her steel furnaces. She also
supplies Japan with finished steel. Alongside
the 5,300,000 tons of steel made in Japan, the
million-odd tons of finished steel which she
bought in this country in 1937 bulk large;
especially since the American steels she buys
are of a uniformly higher quality than her
own low-grade production which is for the
most part unfitted for the various engineering
tasks required by armament work. As a re-
cent article in the New York Times pointed
out, these finished American steels are already
alloyed with such metals as copper, aluminum,
nickel, and molybdenum—which Japan lacks
—and therefore her purchases of steel here re-
lieve her of the necessity of buying these
metals as well. It is a truism that steels not
alloyed with these metals are inadequate for
such military uses as aircraft and gun-making.
Accordingly, the million tons of American
steel alloys which she bought here in 1937
simultaneously relieve three desperate Japa-
nese needs: they give her steel, they give her
special steel for arms purposes, and they give
her steel already processed with metals which
she lacks.

Apart from the gruesome, merchants-of-
death aspect involved in the sale of steel to
Japan at this time—at a time when the
United States, in lieu of collective economic
measures to halt fascist aggression, is arming
against the menace of a Japan further en-
riched and emboldened with North China—
at least one other aspect of this traffic is of
public interest. This is the matter of steel
prices. Now Eugene Grace, who is the former
head of the American Iron and Steel Institute
and whose Bethlehem Steel Corp. has, in
characteristic fashion, been securing the lion’s
share of the Japanese war business, has fre-
quently protested that the price of steel can-
not be reduced a dime below its present level.
It is, of course, admitted that the high cost
of steel has been one of the most potent fac-
tors delaying the progress of building in this
country, interfering with the recovery of the
auto industry, and otherwise irjuring the

New Deal’s chances of restoring prosperity.
But one may now question Mr. Grace’s dog-
matic assertion that the industry cannot reduce
the cost of steel—to the American people.
For the cost has already been reduced to the
Japanese militarists. Reductions of $7.50 to
$10 a ton were recently made in securing
1938’s first big export order, of 100,000 tons
of finished steel to be delivered at Japanese
and Manchurian ports sometime during the
first half of 1938. Steel is willing to cut its
price to Japan, but not to American builders
of New Deal-underwritten houses.

Returning to the ramifications of Japan’s
strategic dependence upon the American steel
industry for her basic armaments ingredient,
and passing over the matter of Japan’s large-
scale purchases of uniquely American steel-
making machinery (our famous continuous
rolling mills), it is interesting to consider the
role of the Philippines in the Japanese steel
industry. Now pig iron, scrap steel, and fin-
ished steel imports are going to be necessary
for Japan so long as her own facilities for
the production of pig iron remain as meager
as hers still are. But if ever she is to attain
steel-making independence, as she must strive
to do if she fears the consequences of the
American public becoming aware of the im-
portance of American steel to her armament
industry, she must develop her own sources
of iron ore.

To replenish her empire’s scanty supplies
of iron ore, Japan has turned to the wealth
of the Philippines. In 1937 Philippine iron-
ore shipments to Japan averaged 50,000 tons
a month; and now Japan is applying a Ger-
man method, perfected by Krupp, for extract-
ing iron ore from sandy deposits bearing a
very low percentage of iron. It is upon this
new German technique that Japan is basing
her hope of one day becoming independent of
foreign raw materials for her growing steel
capacity. But characteristically, Japan's plan
for attaining self-sufficiency itself involves a
new form of dependence for a new type of
raw material—this time iron ore—upon a
new country, the Philippines, which is also
a part of the American customs union.

A peculiar circumstance attaches to this
aspect of the problem. Last summer, a series
of articles published in the Nation on Japa-
nese arms expansion disclosed the fact that
the American authorities were contemplating
the creation of a West Coast steel industry
to feed projected shipyards and ordnance
shops to be constructed there under our own
Pacific armament program. This new steel
project, it was further stated, would substi-
tute Bonneville Dam’s large supplies of elec-
tric power for coal—which is lacking on the
coast—and its principal raw material would
be iron ore, which could be transported
cheaply enough from the Philippines. It is
now known, moreover, that the Navy De-
partment is finishing a very detailed study
which has been in process for some time on
the precise costs of production, technological
problems, and so forth, which would be in-
volved in the development of steel production
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on the coast; and announcement has already
been made of the Navy’s intention to construct
shipyards there. Thus, it is clear that Japa-
nese militarism, in feeding on Philippine iron
ore, is interfering with the American program
of national defense. It cannot be denied that
deprivation of this iron ore would seriously
interfere with the naval-expansion program
which this country has undertaken as an alter-
native to a positive peace program through
collective security. It is clearly not in the
public interest for further sales of steel, and
especially of Philippine iron ore, to be made
to Japan. !

In this connection, an interesting precedent
has already been established in Australia.
Early in 1937, Japan had arranged to secure
large quantities of ore—eventually, she hoped,
at the rate of a million tons a year, from the
Australian island of Koolan. At great cost,
running into six figures (in dollars), the Chi-
cago engineering firm of Brassert’s—which is
now building the great Goering steel works
in Germany as well as the Corby works in
England, and which has intimate industrial
connections in Japan—provided mining and
conveying equipment able to load ore at the
rapid rate of 1,000 tons an hour. Since then,
however, Japan’s depredations in China have
caused Australia to increase her arms budget.
And now Australia has given notice that she
at least acknowledges the gravity of the men-
ace which has compelled her to tax her people
for purposes of war preparations. Over the
protests of the Australian and foreign inter-
ests concerned in the exploitation of Japan’s _
iron-ore concession, the federal government '
is forbidding further exports of iron ore “on
the ground that a national issue is involved.”

It is clear that this action creates a prece-
dent with which no American advocate of
peace can quarrel. But it does focus attention
upon the basic issue which our Neutrality Act
ignores; and it shows why our Neutrality Act
has so signally failed to halt the aggressions
of the fascist powers, and to prevent Ameri-
can materials from aiding such aggressions.
For our Neutrality Act deals with munitions,
with guns and bullets and the like. This is
dramatic, and doubtless its purpose was orig-
inally to prevent American arms firms from
profiteering from war. But the inescapable
fact is that the powers which have been mak-
ing war need no American munitions. They
possess ample facilities for making their own
ammunition and ordnance; it is the outraged
defendants—China, Ethiopia, Spain—which
are deficient in munitions plants. What the
aggressors want are the basic ingredients of
munitions making—steel, metals, machinery—
and these they are able to obtain in abundance
from the United States without violating our
Neutrality Act. Witness Japan’s purchases of
steel with which to make munitions, while
over China’s head hangs our well-meant Neu-
trality Act which, if it were invoked, would |
penalize Japan not at all, while it would pre-
vent China from buying the means of self-
defense here.

Accordingly, the Australian action of in-
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cluding basic natural resources, such as iron
ore, in the list of war materials sets a valu-
able precedent for that growing body of
American opinion which would like to see our
Neutrality Act altered so that it would in
fact prevent aggressor nations from using
American industry and natural resources as
their behind-the-lines means of offense.

Other facts lend additional weight to the
argument for an embargo against Japan. Japan’s
upbuilding of her navy for aggressive purposes
is being facilitated by the enormous quantities
of high-grade American steels which her arse-
nals consume: for example, Japan is now try-
ing to buy 200-300 mm. steel tubes in this
country for special shipbuilding use, and tubes
of the required size and quality are not made
in Japan. On the other hand, every ton of
steel we sell Japan multiplies the already
enormous tax bill which is being imposed upon
the American people to pay for our own arms
program. It cannot be claimed that Japan is
using American steels for commercial pur-
poses: over four hundred restrictions have been
imposed, since the outbreak of the war, against
the commercial use of steel. Therefore,
a clear-cut case exists for putting an end to
a trade which threatens to cost the Ameri-
can people dearly in dollars and, if the pres-
ent trend is not halted, in life as well.

Nor can it be argued that Germany and
England might singly or together provide
Japan with the steel of which such a changed
national policy on our part would deprive her.
Both countries are suffering from an acute
steel shortage. In Germany, even arms proj-
ects must register with the authorities and
pass through a long waiting list before steel
can be delivered. Only the lack of foreign
exchange prevents Germany from making as
heavy purchases in the United States as Japan
is making. She can assist Japan, in this re-
spect, by making available her own ersatz
furnaces for smelting steel from low-grade
ores.- And even these ores, as we have seen,
involve a new form of Japanese dependence
upon American strategic resources—Philip-
pine iron ore. Britain, too, cannot serve as a
source of steel, for Britain has been vying
with Japan for first place as a purchaser of
the American steels which her own arms pro-
gram requires.

Thus, the statement of the American offi-
cial that Japan’s arms industry would be
crippled if she were deprived of American
steel is actually conservative. The dependence
of Japan upon every type and grade of Ameri-
can steel and steel raw material, as well as
the inability of any other country to duplicate
the service we are rendering her, leaves not
the shadow of a doubt that Japan could con-
tinue neither to make war in China nor to
arm in Manchuria for future wars if she
could no longer count upon American steel
to buttress her warmaking plant. And if
America alone could play so decisive a role
in halting Japanese aggression, how much
more effective would an embargo imposed
jointly by the principal peace-seeking powers
be. If the United States would take the lead,

“We'll yank ’em alll  Nurse, prepare the patient.”’

other governments might very well be moved
to adopt a similar policy.

The most eloquent admission that the United
States, and principally the United States, is
arming Japan has come from Y. Aikawa, the
Japanese auto and mining magnate who is
now industrial czar of Manchuria. Aikawa
is coming to America soon to seek $300,-
000,000 in industrial credits from Ameri-
can steel and machinery companies. He
has admitted on a number of occasions that
it is only in the United States that Japan can
hope to obtain the large quantities of capital
goods that she needs, and that already Japan’s
new, modern plant is so completely oriented
toward the use of American equipment that
she has no choice save to come here for the
rest of the materials she needs.

And, as it is with steel, so it is with other
metals, with machinery and with oil. Fully
80 percent of Japan’s oil imports last year
(and almost all of her annual consumption is
imported) came from California. This year
shipments of California’s crude oil are thus far

three times greater than in 1937. And even
if Japan succeeds in obtaining a few million
gallons of crude oil in Mexico, her refineries
are incapable of processing any great quantity
of oil into the high-grade fuels needed by her
aircraft and fleet. Altogether, therefore, as
government officials are beginning to admit
and as Japanese officials have admitted for
some time, American steel and other mate-
rials provide the crutch upon which Japan’s
sick and war-infested economy is limping.
And as public knowledge spreads that Amer-
ica’s own expensive armament program is the
result of that policy which permits American
industry to arm Japan—and because Ameri-
can industry is now being asked to provide the
Japanese military machine with $300,000,000
worth of credits—insistent demand is bound
to arise that this traffic in death cease. 'When
it is stopped, the end of Japan’s aggression
will be in sight. Until it is stopped, the
United States will stand convicted before the
world of being the supplier of the Japanese
warmakers.




“We'll yank ’em alll Nurse, prepare the patient.”
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Chamberlain’s War Pact

Lonpon, APRIL 26.

N the name of peace to prepare war is an
I old and familiar maxim of British for-

eign policyy,. When the Anglo-French
entente was established in 1904, it was widely
welcomed on the left as a triumph of peace.
Even the Anglo-Czarist agreement of 1907
was widely acclaimed as a triumph of appease-
ment and the reconciliation of an ancient an-
tagonism. Events were to show that these
were definite steps in the preparation of the
war of 1914.

Today Chamberlain has signed a pact with
Mussolini. The Anglo-Italian pact is being
widely acclaimed as a triumph of appeasement.
This pact, which is signed in the blood of
Spanish democracy, which openly extends its
blessing to fascist aggression in Spain and
Abyssinia, is even being blessed by organs of
the left in Britain as a victory for peace. Thus
the liberal organ, the News-Chronicle, writes
in its issue of April 25: .

Nobody can question the immediate benefits of the
Rome agreement so far as the immediate peace of
the Mediterranean is concerned. It has occasioned
a sense of relief which is felt beyond the shores of
the middle sea. The agreement does more than ease
a dangerous tension. It calls a truce to a duel—
diplomatic, political, and strategic—which has been
none the less deadly in earnest because the two
protagonists happened to be at peace.

A very ugly disillusionment is awaiting
those who see in this pact of alliance with
fascism a victory for peace.

The main significance of the Anglo-Italian
pact of April 16 is not to be found simply
from a study of its terms.

On the face of it, Chamberlain would ap-
pear to have made a very poor bargain with
Mussolini; and on this basis there are many
critics who denounce his blindness, innocence,
and simplicity in letting himself be thus out-
maneuvered by Mussolini.

Chamberlain has given away all that is im-
mediately important for Italy. He has given
away Abyssinia, and undertaken to secure rec-
ognition of the Italian conquest of Abyssinia
at the League of Nations Council meeting on
May 9. He has given away Spain, and for
the first time openly recognized and approved
the Italian aggression in Spain by accepting
with “gratification” Italian promises for the
withdrawal of troops after “the termination
of the Spanish civil war.” He has recognized
Italian rights to unrestricted wartime use of
the Suez Canal. He has recognized Italian
equality in the Mediterranean.

In return he has secured entirely empty
promises from Mussolini, whose value has
been shown in what happened to the Anglo-
Italian “gentlemen’s agreement” of January
1937, immediately after its signing. Mus-
solini has promised not to set up any perma-

By R. Palme Dutt

nent domination in Spain or the Balearic
Islands, when in fact the Italian fascists and
the Nazis are busy entrenching themselves
both economically and strategically. He has
promised to give over his propaganda, which
can in any case be turned on or off at the tap
according to future requirements. He has
promised to diminish his troops in Libya by
half; but no number is stated, and there is no
pledge not to increase them again. He has
promised not to conscript Africans in his con-
quered territory for “military duties other
than local policing and territorial defense”—

~which covers all the conscription and military

training that he is in fact carrying out.

That Mussolini interprets the pact as in no
sense a restriction on his warlike aims, but an
assistance to them, was ostentatiously demon-
strated in his speech to the Italian Senate on
March 30. At the very moment when terms
were being drawn up and agreed on in prin-
ciple, he was proclaiming for the near future a
“third great victorious campaign of the em-
pire” (i.e., the third after Abyssinia and
Spain) and a new “war of short duration” of
an “offensive” character, which would bring
into play the entire military, naval, and air
forces of Italy.

The theory that Chamberlain signed such
an apparently disadvantageous treaty with
Italy out of sheer innocence, naiveté, and in-
ability to understand the issues, although
often repeated in left circles in Britain, is too
naive a view of British diplomacy, which was
not born yesterday and knows very well how
to drive a hard bargain when it chooses. This
was illustrated in the contrasting character
and tone of Chamberlain’s negotiations with
Ireland at the same time as the negotiations
with Italy.

The alternative theory is accordingly put
forward that Britain has been so anxious to
reach this agreement with Italy, at almost any
cost, in order to detach Italy from Germany
and rebuild a British-French-Italian “Stresa”
front against Hitler as the main enemy.

This theory, also, will not hold water. The
old Stresa aspirations have been indulged in
by certain sections, represented by Vansittart,
who was, however, thrust into the back-
ground before these negotiations opened. But
these are not the dominant sections represented
by Chamberlain, Londonderry, Montagu
Norman, and the Cliveden group, who are
precisely the pro-Hitler group.

In 1934 Italy could still stand up to Ger-
many, and dispatch its divisions to the Bren-
ner Pass when Hitler attempted his coup in
Austria by the murder of Dollfuss. This was
the basis of the Stresa alignment in the first
half of 1935. But this is now past history.
The relation of forces has changed. In the

Berlin-Rome axis the dominant role is that of
Hitler. When Germany annexed Austria by
military invasion in March 1938, Italy, beset
with difficulties in Abyssinia and Spain and
the economic situation at home, could only
acquiesce. ‘German troops on the Brenner-
hold Northern Italy in their power. Italy
is becoming a semi-colony in the Nazi orbit.
This is symbolically demonstrated in the im-
mediate following of the Anglo-Italian pact
by Hitler’s visit to Rome on May 2.

For Britain, also, the Anglo-Italian pact
is complementary to the Berlin-Rome axis.
Chamberlain is pressing forward the negotia-
tions for an agreement with Hitler at the
same time as he reaches the agreement with -
Mussolini.

The German government has been kept fully in-
formed of the negotiations throughout, so that there
can be no question of anything but harmony and
collaboration between the three powers. (Londom
Times, April 4.)

The Anglo-Italian pact is' a step toward
the “British-German-Italian alliance” openly
designated by Hitler already in Mein Kampf
as the aim and pivot of Nazi foreign policy.

The reality must be faced. The Anglo-
Italian pact means the alignment of Britain
with the fascist alliance.

It is not a question of Britain making con-
cessions to fascism as to a potential enemy. It
is rather a question of Britain coming to the
rescue of fascism, to strengthen and consoli-
date it against the rising democratic and pop-
ular forces and its own inner economic and
social embarrassments. The extreme difficul-
ties of Italy in Abyssinia, where reports show
the increasing success of Abyssinian resist-
ance, and the consolidation of the Spanish peo-
ple’s army and its initial victories at the begin-
ning of the year, made urgently necessary,
from the standpoint of British reaction, the
agreement with Italy, the open recognition of
Italian sovereignty in Abyssinia, and the open
approval of unlimited Nazi and Italian reén-
forcements of artillery and aircraft to Franco
in the hope of crushing Spanish democracy by
the sheer weight of hostile material resources
in the face of their own deprivation of arms.

British financial circles are working to fol-
low up the Anglo-Italian pact by a loan to
Italy of, it is reported, £20,000,000 or £30,-
000,000. Mussolini must at all costs be
saved. Mussolini is able to ‘blackmail”
Britain, not through his strength, but through
his weakness.

The agreement with Mussolini is, for
Britain, a step to the agreement with Hitler,
for which negotiations are now being pressed
forward. And this in turn is a step to the
continuous British aim of the four-power



MAY 1%, 1938

pact, with a weakened France as a prisoner,
detached from the Soviet Union and its East-
ern commitments, and so to the isolation of
the Soviet Union.

Simultaneously with the Anglo-Italian ne-
gotiations, the British reactionary offensive has
been carried forward in France, with the as-
sistance of French finance-capital and pro-
fascist reaction. Through financial and diplo-
matic pressure, through the offensive on the
franc, through the paralysis of France in rela-
tion to Spain and the building up of the fascist
strategic threat to France on the Pyrenees,
Britain works to weaken France, to break up
the People’s Front, and to bring into existence
a reactionary government in France, subser-
vient to Britain and to fascism.

The reactionary aims of Chamberlain’s for-
eign policy, and his ultimate war aims, should
now be clear to all; and there is no excuse for
misunderstanding them. The proceedings of

the last Soviet trial throw the clearest light on
the realities of British foreign policy and the
whole international situation. It is urgently
necessary that all sections of the left should,
without exception, learn to face these serious
realities while there is still time, instead of
indulging in frivolous speculations and moral-
izings which only show suicidal blindness to
the character of the struggle against fascism.

Chamberlain’s war plans can still be de-
feated. Spanish democracy is not broken, but is
amazing the whole world by its resistance,
and thereby winning us time in Britain and
America to see that they get the arms which
would ensure their speedy victory. Abyssinia
is still fighting. China is winning victories
that are throwing Japan into difficulties. At

the League of Nations Council on May o9,
Chamberlain may not have the easy passage
for which he is hoping. The French People’s
Front is not broken, but increasing in strength

J. Bartlett
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of support; the French government is not yet
in the pocket of Britain; and increasing forces
in France are recognizing the necessity of a
stronger policy. The Franco-Soviet pact is not
broken.

In Britain opposition is rising to Chamber-
lain’s policy. The critical days of March,
after Germany’s seizure of Austria, saw the
highest level of mass demonstrations and anger
against the “National” government since its
formation, which found its reflection in a re-
volt among the government’s own supporters.
At that critical moment Chamberlain himself
believed that his days were numbered. The
failure of the National Council of Labor to
lead the movement, and the codperation of
Citrine with Chamberlain, saved Chamber-
lain’s skin. But the movement of opposition
goes forward. Although the Labor Party
Executive has issued a manifesto denouncing
the people’s front, immediately after its issue
the Codperative Conference, representing over
five million workers (including most of the
two million workers in the Labor Party),
carried a resolution for the United Peace
Alliance or combination of all democratic and
peace forces under the leadership of labor, to
defeat Chamberlain and return a people’s gov-
ernment which would carry out a positive
peace policy. The All-Parties Emergency
Conference for Spain on April 23, called un-
der the auspices of the leaders of the Labor
Party, the Coodperative Party and the Liberal
Party, the chairman of the Trades Union
Congress, Communist signatories, and promi-
nent democratic and peace representatives,
and marshaling with only a few days of
organization over 1,800 delegates from trade
unions, labor parties, codperatives, Communist

‘branches, liberal and peace organizations, was

a demonstration of the will for a people’s
front. That such a people’s front could de-
feat Chamberlain is widely admitted in the
government press, which praises the Labor
Party Executive for its prudent and patriotic
opposition to the proposal. The campaign is
undoubtedly gaining ground. On the out-
come of this inner struggle depends the imme-
diate future of British politics, the continu-
ance or defeat of Chamberlain’s “National”
government and the consequent decision
whether Britain shall be ranged with the fas-
cist powers or with the democratic powers.

Opinion in the United States can play an
important part in assisting this critical devel-
oping fight for a peace front in Britain by
working to strengthen the advance of the
United States toward policies of codperation
for the collective maintenance of peace. Every
sign of such a move on the part of the United
States is a-blow in the face of the Chamber-
lain government and helps to expose its reac-
tionary warmaking policy; every vacillation
or hesitation, or expression of isolationism, is
eagerly used by Chamberlain to justify his
own policy. The fight of the working class
and of the democratic and peace forces in
Britain and the United States is more than
ever a common one, in which each side can
powerfully help the other.
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Labor’s Foreign Policy

HE blow to Premier Neville Cham-

berlain and his entire policy of aiding
and abetting the fascist aggressors, adminis-
tered by the Lichfield constituency in the
May 5 parliamentary by-election is of con-
siderably greater significance than the tory
press here and in England cares to admit.

As in West Fulham several weeks pre-
viously, the Lichfield by-election was fought
definitely on the issue of England’s foreign
policies. And, as in West Fulham, the tory
policies, despite the government’s strenuous
efforts, suffered a resounding defeat. C. C.
Poole, railway clerk, on the Labor Party
ticket, was elected to Parliament in what
was heretofore a Chamberlain stronghold.

In the name of the British masses, the
Lichfield voters proclaimed to the entire
world their condemnation of Chamberlain’s
open and secret betrayals of Ethiopia, Spain,
Austria, Czechoslovakia, and China, of his
nefarious efforts to undermine the Front
Populaire in France, explode the Franco-
Soviet pact, and isolate the most valiant de-
fender of peace and democracy throughout
the world—the Union of Socialist Soviet Re-
publics. The British masses have issued an
unequivocal warning: “Don’t rely on the
policies, treaties, promises, and guarantees of
a government that does not express prepon-
derant public opinion. A government of this
sort is doomed; the British people will re-
pudiate its commitments.”

This warning has brought cheer to the
democratic forces, dismay to the war-plotting
fascist dictators. It confutes isolationists
like Bruce Bliven of the New Republic who
oppose the struggle for collective security on

_the ground that one cannot rely on perfidious-
Albion, as if the orientation of the advocates
of collective security is toward the tory gov-
ernments and not toward the democratic
masses.

When the advocates of collective security
urge the United States to take the initiative
in proposing collective action for peace and
“quarantining the aggressors,” they look to

the support of the British masses who will
either force Chamberlain to comply with the
people’s wishes or will elect a more respon-
sive government.

“We can reasonably expect,” said Earl

‘Browder in his recent NEw Massgs debate

with Frederick J. Libby, “that with such a
profound change in the relation of world
forces (if the United States took the lead on
this question) the British Labor Party
would shake off its present paralysis of fear,
and actively rally the peace-loving majority
of the English people behind it.”

That was said on the eve of the Lichfield
by-election! Browder’s faith is fully vindi-
cated. Now to further encourage the demo-
cratic forces and thus assure the victory of
peace, we in the United States must do our
share, energetically, and without further
delay.

Lift the Embargo!

HE struggle for collective security in

this country is not chimerical. It is a
vital reality in our national life and is win-
ning support in ever-widening circles of our
population. ,

Last week, the Nation published results
of its poll on the question of isolationism
versus collective security. ‘“The lists of per-
sons to whom questionnaires were sent were
carefully chosen to avoid bias.” The figures
in the Nation exceeded our most sanguine
expectations—the ratio was six to one for
collective security! Out of a total of 9,263
signed ballots, the Nation points out, only
1,493 subscribed to the general isolationist
program which some of our Washington
friends have declared represents the sentiment
of the country. Among the unsigned ballots
the proportion was about the same.

Similarly, the National Lawyers’ Guild
poll showed a six-to-one majority in favor
of the use of economic measures to enforce
the Kellogg-Briand pact, as well as of re-
vising the Neutrality Act so as to allow for
a distinction between the aggressors and their
victims.

The Nye resolution calling for the lifting
of the arms embargo on Spain, which fits
perfectly into the collective-security pro-
gram, is gaining the enthusiastic backing of
thousands of believers in democracy. Groups
of prominent citizens, scientists, writers,
trade-union, church, and liberal leaders have

‘been converging on Washington during the

last few weeks for the purpose of urging
the repeal of the disgraceful, unjust, and re-
actionary embargo. The administration
ought to stop carrying water on both shoul-
ders and throw its support behind the Nye
resolution.

Across the Border

HORTLY after Carl von Ossietzky
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
for 1935, Hitler decreed that no German
should henceforth accept any Nobel prize.
The Nazi overlord might have specified
Germans who were in exile, like Thomas
Mann and Albert Einstein, and Germans
who were in concentration camps, like Carl
von Ossietzky. For none but a “notorious
traitor” to the “New Germany” is likely
to make a contribution to peace and science
and culture which will meet with world
praise. No Nazi supporter will have the
opportunity of rejecting a Nobel award.
Indeed, the peace prize went to von Ossiet-
zky precisely because he clung to his pacifist
ideals in the dark prisons of the world’s most
belligerent power. Von Ossietzky had served
in the World War, and he never forgot its
horrors. He devoted his life to the cause of
peace and liberty. Now he is dead, a victim
at forty-eight of the unutterably brutal sys-
tem of repression which prevails in his be-
loved homeland. His tragic illness was em-
bittered by the terrors of Spandau, Sonnen-
burg, Papenburg, and those other torture
chambers which are the fitting monuments
to Nazi culture. Von Ossietzky was not
permitted to “‘complain” to the international
group of journalists by whom he was visited.
But the world will neither misinterpret nor
forget his eloquent sentence: ‘“A man speaks
with a hollow voice across the border.”

The Portent of Florida

\ HE bi-partisan tory forces that are
gunning for the New Deal have re-
ceived their first serious setback in many
weeks in the victory of Senator Claude Pep-
per in the Florida Democratic primaries and
in the successful blasting of the Wages and
Hours Bill out of the House Rules Commit-
tee. Pepper won in emphatic fashion, his
vote surpassing the combined total of his
three opponents, There was only one issue
in the Florida election: the New Deal and
all that it implies. That issue was made by
the reactionaries themselves who insisted on
regarding the Florida balloting as something
of a national touchstone, with the chief anti-
New Deal candidate, Representative J. Mark
Wilcox, cast in the role of standard bearer,
Senator Pepper, save for his opposition to
the Anti-Lynching Bill, has been a consistent
supporter of New Deal policies. Represen-
tative Wilcox has with equal consistency
fought Supreme Court reform, the Reorgani-
zation Bill, wages-and-hours legislation, and
other progressive measures. Thus the issue
between them was clearly drawn. And faced
with this choice, the people of Florida—many
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of whom, as a result of the repeal of the
poll tax, were able to vote for the first time—
acted in unequivocal fashion.

Arthur Krock of the New York Times,
who received one of the Pulitzer prizes for
his distinguished services to American reac-
tion, has been at some pains to explain away
the Pepper victory on the facile and dema-
gogic grounds of corruption of the electorate
with federal-relief funds. When big busi-
ness pours millions of dollars into the cam-
paign chests of its political stooges, that is
an expression of purest patriotism and de-
votion to democracy. But when the govern-
ment keeps human beings from starving, and
those human beings endorse a policy which
keeps them from starving, that is corruption
and a threat to democracy! Nor does
Krock bother to tell his readers that even if
all of the 32,500 persons on W.P.A. had
voted against Senator Pepper, he would still
have won by a comfortable margin.

If the results in Florida are even approxi-
mately an index of national sentiment, it is
clear that the American people are behind
the President’s recovery program and his
other reform measures, and want the kind of
Congress that will carry them out. The power
of reaction to confuse large sections of the
population and frustrate the will of the peo-
ple should, however, not be underestimated.
A solid front of all progressive forces is
urgent in the struggles now developing.

The Wages-Hours Bill

HE victory of Senator Pepper had a

remarkably tonic effect on those South-
ern members of the House of Representa-
tives who were somewhat sluggish in regard
to the Wages and Hours Bill. But the
Florida primaries were not the only factor
responsible for the unprecedented spectacle
of 218 congressmen crowding each other to
affix their signatures to the petition to free
the bill from the stranglehold of ‘the Rules
Committee. The aggressive leadership given
by President Roosevelt in this fight undoubt-
edly contributed greatly to bringing the
faint-hearted into line. And even more im-
portant was the fact that both the A. F. of
L. and the C.I.O. supported the bill and
actively campaigned for it. This was in
happy contrast to the exhibition given by
the A. F. of L. hierarchy during the special
session of Congress when their efforts suc-
ceeded in defeating the original Wages and
Hours Bill. The decisive role played by
united labor support is conceded by no less

a tory spokesman than David Lawrence, who

wrote in Saturday’s New York Sun:

It is significant that, until opposition of the
A.F.of L. was worn away, the measure was

blocked, hence proving . . . that the labor groups
have a majority of both Houses and can put
through or block any bills affecting their welfare.

This statement bears directly not only on
the outlook for passage of the Wages and
Hours Bill at this session, but on the Roose-
velt recovery program and on the congres-

-sional elections. A united labor movement,

aligning with it the farmers and urban mid-
dle classes, can defeat the bi-partisan tory
coalition and wrest America’s future from
the hands of the fascist-minded men of Wall
Street.

As the Fascists Conspire

HE official salaams and ‘genuflections

of Hitler’s visit to Mussolini culmi-
nated in a preview of what the agreement
between them means for the rest of the
world : the elaborate sham battle and aerial
bombings which Mussolini staged for the
edification of the Fiihrer. These military
maneuvers offered a glimpse into the grim
reality behind all the rococo oratory and
heroic gestures with which fascism masks
its conspiracies. The inspired newspaper
stories concerning Moussolini’s “abandon-
ment” of the Berlin axis have not survived
the light of day. Undoubtedly Mussolini’s
relative position in the axis has been weak-
ened in recent months, but his very depend-
ence on Hitler has for the present strength-
ened their alliance and prepared the way
for new aggressions, with Hitler magnani-
mously relinquishing claim to the Germans
in the Italian Tyrol in return for a free
hand in Central and Eastern Europe.

The events in Rome are the sequel to
the British-Italian deal and the prelude to
the new agreement that the Chamberlain
government is seeking to negotiate with the
Nazi regime. For, as R. Palme Dutt points
out in this issue of NEw Masses: “The
agreement with Mussolini is, for Britain,
a step to the agreement with. Hitler. . . .
And this in turn is a step to the'continuous
British aim of the four-power pact, with a
weakened France as a prisoner, detached
from the Soviet Union and its Eastern com-
mitments, and so to the isolation of the
Soviet Union.” The noose around France is
being drawn tighter. British finance-capital,
in codperation with French finance-capital,
has again torpedoed the franc. The new de-
valuation decreed by the Daladier govern-
ment may provide a temporary breathing-
spell, but it creates the danger of further
increases in already mounting living-costs
and tends to anchor French foreign policy
even more firmly to the pro-fascist Cham-
berlain machinations. Today more than ever
does the Labor Party hold the key to the

future. The creation of a People’s Front in .
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England, collaborating with the French
People’s Front and the democratic forces in
all countries, would quickly change the en-
tire situation and break up the developing
Hitler-Mussolini-Chamberlain war alliance
which increasingly threatens the peace of
the world.

The Two Fronts

MALL GAINS by both the rejuvenated
loyalist troops and the fascist invaders
during the past week have not materially

_altered the situation in Spain. The Franco

drive down the Mediterranean coast toward
Castellon, a town which was considered
doomed only two weeks ago, has been advanc-
ing at a snail’s pace. General José Miaja’s
government troops have, in fact, succeeded in
somewhat relieving the pressure on Castellon
by recapturing territory which has given the
government domination of the Alcala de Chi--
vert-Cyevas de Vinroma road from which the
rebels have been attempting to push down to
Castellon. Only lack of material—for which
our own Neutrality Act is in part respon-
sible—prevents the Negrin government from
launching a large-scale offensive to drive the
invaders out of their coast positions.

In China another stalemate has developed
on the South Shantung front as the war has
entered its eleventh month. After stopping
the second Japanese offensive, designed to
avenge the Taierhchwang defeat and capture
Suchow, the Chinese struck back and for sev-
eral days made spectacular advances. Their
drive from the North thus brought to a halt,
three Japanese columns are now attempting
to strike at Suchow and the east-west Lung-
Hai Railway from the South, but have made
only slight gains. Meanwhile at home the
Japanese political crisis continues, as evi-
denced by the quiet invocation of sections of

- the fascist National Mobilization Law despite

Premier Konoye’s promise as recently as
March that this law would not be utilized in
connection with the Chinese war. The seri-
ous situation facing Japan both at the front
and at home emphasizes the point made by
Paul G. McManus in his article in this issue
of NEw M assEs, that the United States is in
the privileged position of being able to end
Tokyo’s criminal war and its threat to world
peace by embargoing shipments of basic war-
materials to Japan.

Hague Advertises

NLY a mile of water separates the
two cities, New York, the most liberal
metropolis in the country, and Jersey City,
which is rapidly becoming a byword for re-
action. In five minutes the Hudson Tubes
will whirl you from lower New York to
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Boss Hague’s feudal domain—and in less
‘than five minutes Hague’s thugs, in uniform
and out of uniform, will send you back to
civilization, a mass of bleeding bruises, and
lucky to be alive.

Boss Hague has been advertising the fact
that Jersey City is a walled town. Last
Saturday night he put on the biggest pub-
licity stunt of all, participated in by some
‘thousands of his jobholders, a lot of drunks

and riffraff, and all the cops that Jersey City .

could muster. Well, it was a great success
as far as advertising goes; it made the front
page everywhere; but it is extremely doubt-
ful that Boss Hague will not find he has
.overplayed his hand, and by a long way.

For it is one thing to haul Jeff Burkitt
off to jail for six months for trying to speak
in Journal Square, and to forcibly deport
Norman Thomas for trying the same thing,
with only a broken head for a photographer
or so. It is another thing for the mayor of a
so-called American city to do what Hague
did last Saturday night: organize a huge
mob for the openly avowed purpose of kill-
ing two United States Congressmen who
had announced they would exercise their
Constitutional right of free speech. That’s
the kind of advertising that attracts a little
too much attention. Jersey City is already a
stench in the nostrils of every freedom-
loving American who reads the papers.
President Roosevelt can scarcely ignore much
longer the fact that the man responsible for
the regime of terror and brutality in Jersey
City is one of the vice-chairmen of the
Democratic Party. The La Follette com-
mittee cannot much longer exclude Jersey
City from the “MUST” column on its list
of places to investigate. Hague has chal-
lenged the entire concept of democracy in
the United States. He can’t win.

Reaction’s Simple Program

HERE is an almost primitive sim-
T plicity about the resolutions adopted by
the annual convention of the Chamber of
Commerce of the United States. They are
devoid of subtleties, barren of all cajolery.
There is only the stark, monotonous repeti-
tion of a single thought-pattern: give big
business a free hand, scuttle all social re-
form. With the country in the grip of a
serious economic crisis, the only program that
the economic royalists have to offer is—
Hooverism, The center of attack through-
out the convention was the National Labor
Relations Act. Senator Burke, leader of
Wall Street’s congressional “goon squad,”
opened the assault with a speech in which he
characterized the act as “Public* Enemy
Number One.” William S. Knudsen, presi-
dent of General Motors, followed up with

an attack on the Labor Relations Act, the
C.I.O., and the United Automobile Work-
ers, and called for the outlawing of sitdown
strikes. Assorted other speakers sniped at
what is presumably the law of the land, and
the whole was capped with a resolution which
advocated a congressional investigation and
then, without waiting for the investigation,
demanded repeal or drastic revision of the act.

Other resolutions opposed federal wages-
and-hours legislation, called for a reéxamina-
tion of all New Deal reforms “in order that
unnecessary regulations may be removed,”
took an indirect slap at President Roosevelt’s
proposed investigation of monopoly, and de-
clared that “government can . . . best serve
agriculture by the most generous encourage-
ment of private initiative.” Equally eloquent
are the omissions. Some fourteen million are
unemployed, but in the seventeen resolutions
there is not a word concerning this problem.
(Hoover, in his “grass roots” speech the other
day, supplied the missing resolution when he
proposed the reduction of relief by one-third,
with the burden shifted to the states and
communities.) And in all the seventeen
resolutions and in the numerous speeches
there was not a word on civil liberties, not
a word concerning the shocking revelations
of industrial espionage, strikebreaking, and
terrorism made public by the La Follette
Civil Liberties Committee.

The Chamber of Commerce program is
the same program that tory Republicans
and Democrats in Congress are attempting to
foist on the nation in defiance of the verdict
of the 1936 elections.

Writers Take Sides

A MERICAN writers are not neu-
tral. They have faced the issue in
Spain, and they have taken their stand. Their
enthusiastic support of the loyalist govern-
ment is a clear recognition of the truth that
impartiality is a crime when culture and
humanity are at stake.

The views of 418 leading American au-
thors on the conflict between democracy and
fascism in Spain are recorded in a forthcom-
ing book, W riters Take Sides, to be published
by the League of American Writers. Only
one writer (Gertrude Atherton) expresses
opposition to the democratic government of
Spain; seven evade the issue; 410 strongly
support the fight against the fascist invasion.
Among the writers who favor the Loyalists
are:

William Allen White, Franklin P. Adams,
Sherwood Anderson, Maxwell Anderson, Carleton
Beals, Van Wyck Brooks, Stephen Vincent Benét,
William Rose Benét, Louis Bromfield, Bruce
Bliven, Pearl S. Buck, Marc Connelly, Rachel
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Crothers, Countee Cullen, Elmer Davis, Paul de
Kruif, Floyd Dell, Theodore Dreiser, R. L. Duffus,
William Faulkner, Edna Ferber, Dorothy Canfield
Fisher, Ernest Hemingway, Granville Hicks,
Dashiel Hammett, Albert Halper, Harry Hansen,
John Haynes Holmes, Langston Hughes, Fanny
Hurst, Inez Haynes Irwin, Will Irwin, Josephine
Johnson, H. V. Kaltenborn, Rockwell Kent, Man-
uel Komroff, Edgar Lee Masters, William McFee,
Charles G. Norris, Kathleen Norris, Walter Pach,
Lynn Riggs, George Seldes, Vincent Sheean, Upton
Sinclair, Wilbur Daniel Steele, John Steinbeck,
Dorothy Thompson, Louis Untermeyer, Carl Van
Doren, Dorothy Van Doren, Mark Van Doren,
Lillian D. Wald, Richard Watts, Jr., Thornton
Wilder.

The opinions of the American writers are
unequivocal. Thornton Wilder is “unre-
servedly for the legal government and loyalist
party in Spain”; William Allen White, in
reply to the question whether he is opposed to
Franco and fascism, says: “Sure, multiplied
by six.” John Steinbeck regards such a ques-
tion addressed to him as insulting : “Have you
seen anybody not actuated by greed who was
for Franco?” And Edgar Lee Masters is
“for republican Spain, of course.”

Similarly, a few days ago, eighteen of the
leading scientists in this country, including
three Nobel Prize winners—Harold C. Urey
of Columbia, Harlow Shapley of Harvard,
and Arthur H. Compton of Chicago Univer-
sity—asked President Roosevelt to lift the
embargo on Spain. “Aid to democratic Spain,”
they declared, “would be an act in defense of
world democracy and American freedom.”

Naturally, the struggle for democracy in
Spain is the concern not only of the Spanish
people, but of all progressive and freedom-
loving humanity.
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Out With Their Teeth!

in the Commons which resulted in ap-

proving the Anglo-Irish compact, Win-
ston Churchill arose and made a speech which
was rather touching in its pathetic overtones.
He was speaking against the treaty, but his re-
marks were aimed at what he considered to be
the present-day British policy of taking a smack
on the nose and enjoying it. Are we to be
known, he asked plaintively, as a nation which
can only be moved by coercion? Will we cringe
and back-water and surrender every time any-
body stands up to us?

The interesting part of this is that a myth
has been maintained for centuries that Albion
would listen to reason, would meet anybody
half-way, but would never be bullied. I say
myth because there were people close to Mr.
Churchill and his family who knew better long
years ago and had no hesitancy about proclaim-
ing it. If you will read the diaries of Wilfred
Scawen Blunt, you will find a man who not
only recognized this important characteristic of
the British ruling class, but who advised sub-
ject nations under English domination to prac-
tice it in gaining their freedom.

Blunt was the most English of men, loving
horses as well as humans if not better, living
the typical English country life, carrying on in
British society in a way to which he was en-
titled by the distinction of his own family—
and yet he was one of the greatest rebels ever
known in that country and a great disdainer of
most of the British myths. He was an author-
ity on Arabia and India and Egypt, and fought
with undiminished vigor for the rights of such
nations till the end of his days. Since this was
the period of Kipling’s influence, and the doc-
trine that England owed it to God to carry the
White Man’s Burden was paramount, Blunt
fought with little chance of success, but he
struggled grimly on. He was a most compli-
cated creature, and for that reason he may not
have been as effective as more boorish gentle-
men who practiced individually what Blunt
knew to be the only weapon that England re-
spected : force. He certainly was less effective
than the suffragettes, who turned the place up-
side down for years, chained themselves to seats
in the Commons and to lampposts, broke up the
Derby at Epsom Downs by running out on the
track in front of the charging horses, went on
hunger strikes, lambasted policemen with clubs
and umbrellas, and in general made supreme

D URING the course of the recent debate

S~

nuisances of themselves and outraged every de-
cent English feeling—and eventually got their
way; which they would never have done in a
thousand years if they had acted with good
taste. The suffragettes had tried the other way.
They had held conferences with Asquith and
members of the Cabinet. The matter would
be taken under advisement, something would
be done, etc. The suffragettes finally woke up
to find that they were being double-crossed.
They were being lied to and wangled about in
the nice suave way always used by British
statesmen. It was then that the ladies got
tough. They kicked England right smack in
the teeth. They acted outrageously. They bit
and scratched and yelled. They got their way
by sheer force.

Shortly after the suffragette trouble came
the fight over Ireland, when Northern Ireland
(Protestant Ulster) armed and defied the reg-
ular British army. Worse than that, officers of
the regular army refused to carry out govern-
ment orders for the suppression of armed force
in Ulster. It was treason of the worst sort, but
it was excused because the traitors happened to
be members of the better families. However,
when Northern Ireland armed, Southern Ire-
land became aroused at the threat to Home
Rule plans being considered at that time.

It was then that Blunt received a letter from
a friend of his in Dublin, Mrs. Colum, whom
he had met previously as Molly Maguire. She
asked if it wouldn’t be a sensible thing for
Catholic Ireland to arm as a counter-demon-
stration against the actions of Ulster. Blunt
answered in this manner:

You know I have always been a Fenian in my
sympathies, and, though it is twenty-five years since
I was in Ireland and I am living now quite away
from politics, I confess it rouses me to hear talk
again of physical force. . . . A long experience of
British imperial ways has taught me that in deal-
ing with British governments, the best sort of moral
force is always material force. Our people cannot be
trusted to go straight without two strong incentives,
money in front of them (like the carrot in front of

an ass), and a big stick behind. The Irish National

Volunteers must be the big stick. . . .

Mirs. Colum happens to be the Mary
Colum, who now presents the conservative lit-
erary ‘point of view so persistently in the Forum
and other publications, no longer the revolu-
tionist anxious to meet force with force. .

The important thing is what Blunt said.
Hitler and Mussolini seem to have learned the
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lesson well. The Conservative statesmen who

are now so eager to make a deal with Mussolini
and Hitler on any basis were the same men
who sat in office for years when republican
Germany asked for justice, and did nothing but
mumble righteous platitudes. The case of Ger-
many in regard to the Rhineldnd or to her
colonies is no better in 1938 than it was in
1923 or in 1931. If it were a mere matter of
reason and good sense and judgment, republi-
can Germany would have been supported;
England could have made compromises which
would have allowed democracy to live in Ger-
many. But it was like Wilfred Scawen Blunt
said: England will act only from reasons of
greed or because it has been bludgeoned from
the rear. England will consent to talk of colo-
nies only when the club is held menacingly
over her head. She will then offer to give away
any colony which is not needed by the Portu-
guese or Belgians or Dutch. The struggle be-
tween greed and fear becomes ludicrous. When
a point is reached when greed cannot bear re-
treating another step, the English take a stand.
That is the time they will fight. I point out
again that I refer solely to the ruling-class
English, the people who sell out so piously
when there is another form of reaction on hand
to benefit. :

The signs from the little isle are better than
one might assume from what I have said here.
There are more English who see through the
holy nonsense of the empire than one might
suppose. The two recent by-elections reveal
that the people are not as certain that Cham-
berlain has saved the world from war by selling
out to Mussolini as the American editorial
writers would like to believe. It is always
astonishing and comforting to find that behind
that vast facade of British stupidity and snob-
bishness lives a group of people who understand
it in all its ludicrousness and have no illusions
about the good intentions of the ruling fam-
ilies. Things are happening in England when
men like John Strachey and Cedric Belfrage
cease to be captives of their Cambridge-Oxford
upbringing and analyze the incongruities of
British life as scathingly as was done by Blunt,
who hated the British imperialists. That spirit
of criticism is growing; its effect is being seen
in the cleavage between those who love Eng-
land only for what it can do for them and
those who want to make it a land fit for Eng-
lishmen, The latter can succeed only by ag-
gressively demonstrating their strength and
unity. If reactionary England feels that its
power is waning, you will see another Ulster—
the revolt of the upper classes. The way for
the common people to prevent that is the way
of Wilfred Scawen Blunt, of the suffragettes:
a good swift kick where it counts.

If in the near future you see a picture of an
animal with its mouth open, roaring, you will
be able to gauge history accurately. If it is an
animal with three front teeth missing, it will
be the British lion; otherwise it will simply be
Leo of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer.

RoBERT FORSYTHE.
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- Why I Am Not an Active

for me to explain that I am suffering

under no delusion that it makes any par-
ticular difference to the cause of progress
. whether or not I throw my feeble strength as
an individual into the battle that is raging
today. It is only that I believe, with some
foundation fot that belief, that there are
countless others of my kind—another “lost gen-
eration,” perhaps—whose united and militant
support would prove of immeasurable aid to
the forces of light and reason.

It seems essential next to emphasize that,
with no reservations, I can accept intellectually
all the fundamental premises of Communist
ideology, that I can no longer find any possible
reason or even excuse for the continuation of
a capitalist or profit system in America or
anywhere in the world. I believe that capital-
ism has outlived its day of usefulness, that it
has fallen into putrid decay, and that its con-
tinued existence is a direct road to fascism.

As nearly as I can judge at long range the
system now in effect in Soviet Russia, I am will-
ing ‘and anxious to believe that it is aimed in
the right direction, that it has succeeded amaz-
ingly well and will progress to its ultimate
objective despite worldwide opposition. Diffi-
cult though it has been for a person of my back-
ground and training, I am willing, also, to
agree that the recent trials were necessary,
that nearly all—if not all—of those punished
deserved their sentences, and that no punish-
ment can be too severe for those who have
betrayed the trust of an entire people at such
a critical period in that people’s growth. If—
I say if~—an innocent man, or several compara-
tively innocent men, have suffered as a result
of popular indignation, it is to be deplored as
unfortunate or tragic, but not surprising. In-
numerable innocent men have suffered and died
in less worthy causes.

What more is there for me to say—or to
believe? There only remains to do, and there
I confront the barrier which until the present
has proved insurmountable. One of my closest
friends has crossed it, and is far happier than
1, although my interest and belief in the even-
tual upward surge of the proletariat far ante-
dates his. Long before he talked or even

IN the first place, I feel that it is necessary

Anonymous

casually thought of social and economic prob-
lems as they affect the great masses, both my
wife and I were deeply concerned and were, in
one small way or another possible to us at the
time, showing our interest and sympathy with
the downtrodden. Yet, when his mind did
turn in the direction I had preached for sev-
eral years, he moved swiftly and unfalteringly
to the logical conclusion of his reasoning. He
joined the party and has since been active as a
labor organizer and “missionary,” while I re-
main in almost exactly the same negative posi-
tion I occupied several years ago.

It may be said that merely “joining” the
party is unimportant and not necessary, that
I am probably accomplishing just as much in
the proper direction without taking the final
step across the line. It might even be pointed
out that by joining the party I should lose any
effectiveness I might have, because of the
“stigma’ marking me out among my associates
were I to acknowledge publicly my affiliation
with the despised “Reds.”” The latter assump-
tion might possibly be true, but the former is
unquestionably not true.

For I am not accomplishing all that I might
were I firmly committed to a specific pledge
or policy, working with others on a pre-ar-
ranged, carefully laid-out plan. Therein lies
the secret of my weakness, and of the weak-
ness of innumerable hundreds, perhaps thou-
sands, of other Americans who vaguely de-
scribe themselves as “liberals” or “progressive
democrats.” I want to do only what I want to
do, and only when I want to do it. Basically,
it is obviously a phase of the old, old cry, “I
must be an individual,” but recognizing it does
not aid me in freeing myself of it.

I have a comfortable home, with a very small
income which must be considerably supple-
mented through daily work if I am to sup-
port my wife and two children according to the
standards we have set for ourselves. We have
achieved a happiness and congeniality in our
personal relationship—my wife and I—that I
know is rare. As a result, neither of us is
anxious to spend many of our evenings away
from home, since we find greatest contentment
in reading and conversation.

Were I to join the party and to follow its
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Communist

program conscientiously, it would mean, to a -
major extent, the end of all this life, I know.

I say I /know, because I have seen many in-

stances of the endless round of meetings and

conferences which are essential to any political

or social progress. All of my “work” would

necessarily have to be done at night, as is the

case with practically every party member, since

I must earn money to live.

My wife would gladly accompany me in
any definite stand I decided to take, so that
working for the party need not separate us
too completely. But two young children must
be cared for, and, to my mind, if they are to
grow to decent development, caring for chil-
dren does not mean handing them over to a
nurse for the greater part of their infancy and
youth (even if you can afford a nurse, which
we cannot). And yet, always the thought
nags our minds, “There is so much to be
done, and it must not be delayed,” so that we
are almost incessantly laboring under the bur-
den of an imaginary or real guilt.

We can talk to our friends and acquaint-
ances, yes, try to bring to them some of the
deep conviction we both know as to the need
for change, the inevitability of action that all
must face sooner or later. But there is more
than enough talk already, talk that circles
endlessly until it repeats itself, talk that leaves
us feeling guiltier still. For always we are
faced with the inward query, “What are we
doing?” ,

And, as everyone of intelligence who is sym-
pathetic to the Communist program knows, it
becomes daily more difficult, even hopeless, to
attempt to convert to enlightened ideas and
ideals the American middle and upper-middle-
class groups which still retain some essence of
prosperity. ‘These are the people who have
been hardened into their molds by an inten-
sive barrage of newspaper propaganda, until
any progressive move is automatically labeled
a violation of the Constitution or of “demo-
cratic rights” and privileges. There is nothing
more depressing to me than to see the average
man or woman of my acquaintance, ranging
in age from the late twenties to the late thir-
ties. In every instance I can recall at the
moment, he or she has, within the last four

The personal dilemma presented in this article confronts many members of the professional
and middle classes today. Readers who, in a similar quandary, have found a satisfactory

solution are urged to write to us. The best statements will be published in forthcoming

issues of NEw Masses—THE EDITORS.
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years or so, developed a “safe’” mental barrier,
locking out any truths which might be dis-
turbing. This barrier becomes increasingly
difficult to penetrate as the days pass, and as
one allegedly liberal newspaper after another
moves hypocritically or frankly into the reac-
tionary class.

Since most of the people with whom I come
into social or business contact are of the “sub-
stantial” category, men and women interested
chiefly in “getting ahead,” I have begun to
find it practically hopeless to attempt to arouse
in them any interest or sympathy in my ideas,
or, rather, in the ideas which seem of such
vital and pressing importance to me. As I
_ see it, the bourgeois class in America will, as
has been the case in other countries, provide
the most unyielding opposition to any possible
revolutionary change. I have heard it said
that another severe depression might stir peo-
ple of this type into wakefulness, but I be-
lieve implicitly that it would merely make
them ripe for fascism, anti-Semitism, or some
similar movement which seemed, on its face,
to offer them an “out” without any serious dis-
turbance of their normal routine. The fact
that they, too, would suffer under a fascist
form of government cannot be brought home
to them, as nearly as I can determine. This
rigidity of backward-looking attitude is defi-
nitely true of Jews I know, as well as of Gen-
tiles, despite the obvious growth and fostering
of anti-Semitism at the present time.

So, there seems little for me—for my kind
of person—to do, without completely subju-
gating my entire life to a program of revolu-
tionary action. And this, for the time being,
I cannot make myself do. Freely, I admit that
I have become soft (if I was ever hard).
Freely, I admit that my life is of no impor-
tance compared to the services I might be able
to render in behalf of the millions of men,
women, and children who so desperately need
all the help anyone can give them.

But to me, my life is of importance, as 1
am living it now, and the normal span of years
is terribly brief, at best. I do not want to
change my life, at least in its basic, funda-
mental form. I cannot bring myself to the
point of surrendering my family and myself to
hardships which would result from giving up
my job; nor can I, on the other hand, see
my way clear to continue my present method
of earning a living while at the same time
attempting to devote all of my free time, which
I want to spend with my family and feel that
I should, to the variety of activities required
of a sincere Communist. When I say “re-
quired,” I mean required not only by his
party program, but by his conscience as well.

Selfish? Perhaps. I am not proud, cer-
tainly, of whatever it is in me, or whatever it
is that I lack, which has led me to this un-
happy impasse. At the same time, I wonder
how many Communists, given what I have of
comfort and happiness under existing condi-

tions, would be able to solve the same question

when it confronted them. There are a few,
I know, who have solved it. I should be
grateful to them for the answer.

NEW MASSES
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“Probably those alarmists irying to throw another war scare into us.”
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How Wisconsin Views La Follette

Mabpison, Wis.

r I \HE La Follette third party stands at the
moment as a big question mark. It is
difficult to say why it was launched; it is

more difficult to say whether it will survive,

and it is still more difficult to say just how, in
the present situation, it can serve a progressive
purpose.

Why did Phil La Follette start a third
party? We in Wisconsin were asking that
question before the mass meeting of April 28.
We asked it at the meeting, and we are still
asking it after the meeting. Nobody, except
Phil and a few high-ups in the Progressive
Party, really seems to know. The first intima-
tion of the governor’s plans came in ‘a series of
broadcasts prior to the meeting when he un-
leashed his now celebrated blasts against the
New Deal. As we sat around the supper table
listening to those blasts, we found it hard to
believe our ears. We had always taken it for
granted that there was an “understanding” be-
tween the governor and the President, that the
two liberal camps were acting in concert.

And apparently that ignorance of the gov-
ernor’s plans was not limited only to the gen-
eral public in Wisconsin. The majority of
members of the Progressive Party knew noth-
ing of these plans; even some leading mem-
bers of the party, it is said, were not taken
into confidence.

What, then, did Phil La Follette have in
mind when he suddenly launched his third
party? The most cynical, as well as the most
common, explanation is that he has his eye on
the White House. And it may be that some
truth lurks therein. But it is also possible that
he sincerely believed such a move would aid
the cause of progress and liberalism. If that is
so, it only demonstrates the confused charac-
ter of the governor’s thinking and his failure
to understand the nature of the political strug-
gle that has developed in the country. And his
speech was, to say the least, a shocking exhibi-
tion. He managed to echo almost everything
the reactionaries are saying and to omit every-
thing that genuine progressives are fighting
for,

Without underestimating the potential harm
that the new movement can do in dividing the

liberal forces, it is already apparent that even.

in his own state, Phil’s splash has left little
but dwindling ripples as far as the general pub-
lic is concerned. A man active on the inside of
Wisconsin politics told me: “I have found a
few people for it, but many more against it.
But the great majority are just indifferent.”
Another person who is close to the nerve-center
of state politics said after the April 28 meet-
ing: “Well, boys, we came here and expected
Phil to say: ‘Now let all us liberals get to-
gether.” But instead of that he said: ‘Let’s
build a swimming pool—and let me and Bob
go swimming.’ ”

By Harold Douglas

The launching of the National Progressives
of America placed the reactionary press' of
Wisconsin in something of a dilemma. On the
one hand, the tory newspapers welcome any
move that is directed at the New Deal and that
may split the progressives nationally and in the
state. On the other hand, they have been wag-
ing merciless war on La Follette and the Pro-
gressive Party and are ready to use any club to
drive out the administration in the state elec-
tions. For it must be remembered that Phil

. La Follette has in the past stood for the liberal

policies that big business hates in Wisconsin as
in the rest of the nation. And so we find praise
rubbing elbows with abuse in the comments of
the Wisconsin tory press on the new La Fol-
lette party.

Thus the ultra-reactionary Milwaukee
Journal, the most powerful newspaper in the
state, uses the third-party move to arouse sen-
timent against Phil La Follette as a potential
dictator. ‘“We trust our governor has not
lingered too long on Chancellor Hitler’s book,
Mein Kampf, and particularly over Chaper X1
on ‘Propaganda and Organization’,” it sneers
editorially in the April 29 issue. Hearst’s
Milwaukee Sentinel, on the other hand, beams
on the governor’s characterization of federal

relief as “coddling or spoon-feeding the Ameri-

can people.” “Those are the very words that
appeal to the heart of every citizen who cher-
ishes traditions of self-confidence, self-help,
and self-support.” The Oshkosh Northwestern
of April 31 declares that the La Follette ven-
ture “may prove an opportunity for Republi-
can leadership to clean house and get down
to fundamentals that would win a voting sup-

+

John Heliker

port not otherwise possible.” And the Wis-
consin State Journal joyfully chortles: “This
is a breach which opens the doors for Republi-
can victories,” ~

The Milwaukee Leader (Socialist), aston-
ishingly enough, tags after the Republicans by
declaring (April 29): “The speech, like the
radio talks, revealed the inadequacy of the
New Deal method of approach to the evils of
unemployment and poverty.” And ignoring
the danger of splitting the progressives, it finds
that “the time is ripe for a new party.”

A number of progressive organs have, how-
ever, adopted a different view. One of the
most influential figures in Progressive politics,
William T. Evjue, editor of the Capital
Times and former comrade-in-arms of “Old
Bob” La Follette, spread across his front page
a signed editorial which concluded:

Surely any political realignment that is based
on the repudiation of Roosevelt will only end in
the division of the liberal forces of the country and
play directly into the hands of the big interests.
The Capital Times sincerely hopes that in chart-
ing the future course of the venture which he pro-
poses, that Governor La Follette will not find it nec-
essary to deter one iota from the credit and glory
due to the greatest liberal in the country today—
Franklin D. Roosevelt.

~

And the Waupaca County Post declares:
“Mr. La Follette says he wishes to ‘unite’
with the progressive Americans of the Mid-
west, while in his own mind he must surely
know his action in deserting Roosevelt has
split the liberal movement wide open. . .. The
cleavage between the Roosevelt and La Fol-
lette forces already has given conservative
Republican leaders greater hopeful-
ness than they’ve known since 1932.”

A similar position has been taken
by Assemblyman Emil Costello, state
president of the C.I.O., who has
urged immediate codperation with
the New Deal and other progressive
forces.

The La Follettes have gone off the
deep end and given their worst
enemies a weapon not only against
the New Deal, but against their
own Progressive movement in Wis-
consin. It is not yet too late for
them to climb back to the solid
ground of the developing nationwide
recovery program and seeking to
unite its forces for the congressional
elections. If, instead of fighting the
New Deal, they join hands with all
liberal groups to defeat the tory
offensive, their new movement can
be converted into a constructive in-
fluence in the the political life of the
country.



John Heliker
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Saturday Night in Jersey City

Jersey City tube station coming home.

Maybe the five hours of organized
hoodlumism had gotten under our skins. One
minute we were six reporters having a swell
time kidding and wisecracking on the station
platform. The next, we had become tense with
loathing.

We heard the screams—I hope to God I
never hear anything like that again. We raced
up to the next level. The man was screaming
—Ilike a woman, like an animal. You can’t
write this—there is simply no way. He was
on the floor. Five or six huge men bent over
him, kicking him. A cop stood nearby.

The man was up—running from the thugs
and we following at top speed. The tube sta-
tion was full of insane motion. The pack was
at the man’s heels. In a second he was down
the other stairway. For a horrible moment I
thought he would not be able to pull up at the
edge of the platform, and a train was com-
ing in, '

‘They got him down again. A reporter half-
dragged him into the train. 'We all, except

- one, squeezed in—got the guy a seat. The door
closed. ‘I sat beside him—a medium-sized, dis-
heveled man whose face I would never recog-
nize if I saw it again in normal condition. I
didn’t know blood could be that color. Bright,
pure. . . . On his face, on his head, down his
torn shirt. Hysterically, perhaps, I thought,
*This is the thing Hague hates—red. . . . Like
hell he does! He loves it—in nice warm, liquid
form—smearing the workers’ foreheads—trick-
ling from the ears.” _

A dozen reporters appeared from nowhere,
all going home. The train jolted through the
tunnel. We shook ourselves out of this fan-
tastic delirium.

“What’s your name? How old? . .. Why
did they do it?”

“I don’t know,” he whispered. “I don’t
know. I was on my way home.”

Another man at the end of the train moaned,
drooped forward. They had gotten him, too.
A big young fellow standing by the door had
open flesh under his eye.

OUR MINDS stopped working in the

- YoU MAY LAUGHINGLY ACCEPT the crack
about Jersey having seceded from the Union.
But until you have spent a night like that of
May 7 with Hague’s gang (“I love every hair
on his head”—Michael Condron, first vice-

president, A.F. of L. Central Labor Union, -

Hudson County), you cannot know that it is
a moment for solemn thanksgiving to emerge
from the tube station at Cortlandt Street.
We unconsciously threw back our shoulders.
The wisecracking aloofness returned—half-
way. But something had happened to all of us.

By Paul Cox

_ Bill, who had failed to make the train in the -

fracas, caught up with us in New York. He
was more shaken than anybody else. He saw
the gorillas dusting off their hands after that
little job on the man in the station.

“Why, it was a gorgeous experience to them.
I never saw such horrible . . . One fellow was
complaining he didn’t get a chance at that
‘Jew bastard.” I stood there. I didn’t dare
move. I smoked my cigarette down to the very
last bit. I was afraid if I lighted another I
might attract attention.”

Later he said, “I heard ‘Jew bastard’ a lot
tonight. Did you notice that? It isn’t just ‘the
Reds’ any more. But I didn’t use ‘Jew bastard’
in my story.” _

“You couldn’t,” somebody said.

Jersey City had begun to prepare itself days
before. The veterans got their orders Thurs-
day night. Eight hundred were to advance on
Journal Square with two feet of rubber hose
apiece when those Reds, Congressmen O’Con-
nell and Bernard and Councilman Michael
Quill, came to speak on Saturday. Officials of
the Building Trades Council and Central
Labor Union, Hague’s “labor” supporters, got
their instructions at City Hall on Friday and
tried to whip their men into line at a meeting
that night. City and county employees, at a com-
mand meeting in the armory basement Satur-
day afternoon, were told to be on duty from
7:30 to 11 o’clock to carry placards. All twelve
ward-clubs were to rally to protect their boss
from democracy.

‘The mayor, in one glorious gesture, was go-
ing to reassure the big-business owners of the
state. He was going to wipe out once and for
all the possibility of freedom of speech and
freedom of assembly, twin weapons of organ-
ized labor.

My first impression of the city was one of
suspicion and secretiveness. Strangely, I never
felt I was suspected of being a Red. The peo-
ple I talked to feared, if anything, that I was
for Hague. Cops lined both sides of the alley-
way leading from the tube entrance. Every ten
feet, there and all around the square, they
stood. It was 6:30, and the only gathering was
one of newspapermen and photographers. A
huge sign stopped me just outside of the sta-
tion. A similar billboard was being put up at
the last minute over a restaurant advertisement
overlooking the square. Like most of the other

_printed propaganda I saw, it was directed pri-

marily against Norman Thomas.

This sign carried a blown-up reproduction
of an Associated Press photograph taken of
Thomas at the Socialists’ Madison Square rally
on May Day. His fist was in the air.

“Here is Norman Thomas pledging al-
legiance to Russia,” it read. “This Red is en-

deavoring to invade Jersey City. This is the
type of allegiance we fought against. We want
him and all Communists and other un-Amer-
ican groups out of our city.”

In smaller type at the bottom: “Paid for by
the Veterans’ Committee for Law and Order.”

The “veterans’ committee,” I discovered, is
Col. Hugh Kelly, Hague stooge, who is now
Gov. A. Harry Moore’s secretary. “He fought
the war from Camp Dix,” I was told.

All automobiles were cleared from the
square and the five converging sidestreets at
6:30. If the drivers were not there, the cars
were hauled off by the police wrecking-truck.
Camera and newsreel men, later numbering
forty, were getting set on the China Clipper
building, a two-story corner-building. The
real estate man who owns it got ten bucks
apiece from the photographers.

A neat young waitress who served me in
one of the square’s eating places gave me an
inkling of how the working people of Jersey
City feel. I pretended ignorance of the situa-
tion. She explained that the cops were not
going to let the congressmen speak.

“Don’t you read the papers?” she said.

I pointed to my Jersey Journal and said I
hadn’t had time.

“Oh, that!” she sneered. “I mean a real
paper, the New York papers.” The last was
almost inaudible. She left hurriedly.

Later: “Of course, that was just a personal
opinion. You can’t say anything around here.” .

“Well, anyhow,” I said, “you’ve got a good
view of the show.”

“I'm not interested. I think jt’s disgusting.”

Even so early I began to notice‘tough-faced,
thick-handed men, posted at intervals and
lolling around in the square, many in cheap
new clothes. They were as obvious as the cops.
I'also saw dozens of shoeshine boys and tough-
ies in their early teens or younger, waiting in
the sidestreets. All were to play important
roles in Mr. Hague’s anti-Red drama.

I could not get into the building from which
I was to see the speakers, without a card
signed by a Hague man. My guide, a local re-
porter, had seen to that. I could not take a
camera upstairs. I could not walk up the stairs
but had to wait for the elevator. I could not
ascend in the elevator until the operator had
the spoken word from the detective. I could
not enter the third-floor room where I was to
sit, until an official had looked me over and un-
locked the door. I could not smoke. I was not
to raise the shade on the window high or allow
the light to glint against my opera glasses, be-
cause somebody in the square might notice my
presence there. I was not supposed to be there
because the man who owned the building was
a Hague man. (Figure that one out if you
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can.) As amatter of fact, the evening was still
young when four jocular Hague detectives,
smelling strongly of liquor, came up to the
room and stayed until they apparently were
satisfied that we were okay.

By %:30 there were probably four or five
thousand people in the square. They didn’t
“collect.” They advanced, emerging in what
looked like organized groups from the side-
streets. Hundreds carried small American
flags, Hague's gift, distributed by veterans.
Then the two veterans’ bands marched into
the square. These were to be the inciters and
at the same time the temporary peacemakers of
_ the evening.

“You got to hand it to Hague—whatever
you think—he’s a showman,” one spectator said
to me. Not only a showman, a shrewd psycholo-
gist. No doubt he watched those bands with
satisfaction from his sixth-floor window in the
Trust Company of New Jersey building which
dominates the square.

The Newark veterans’ band, in dark uni-
forms and chromium helmets, and the Hudson
County band, with the same helmets but bright
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green-and-tan uniforms, gathered the crowd,
kept it there, and time and again broke up
localized disturbances. The hundreds of punch-
drunk hooligans, frenzied urchins, and other
members of Hague’s army, acted in concert

~with the bands. It was exactly like a man at-

tacking another by knocking him down with a
right hook (the hooligans), lifting and hold-
ing him upright with his left hand (the bands),
hauling off again with his right, picking him
up again, knocking him down, and so on.
Fifteen minutes after their arrival, a tatter-
demalion procession of fifty men entered the
square, each carrying a big white sign on a
two-by-three stick. A larger placard at the
fore read: “Norman Thomas—Roger Baldwin
—Stalin—One for All and All for One—
Keep Out.” There were such slogans as:
“Reds Destroy Industry and Business—but
Not in Jersey City,” “Jersey City Is Free
from Radicalism,” and “Let All the Russian
Radicals and Foreigners Go Back to Russia.”
About thirty veterans joined this group, only
a few of whom wore overseas caps. Eventually
the original sign-carriers dropped out, perhaps
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needing liquid replenishment, and their places
were taken by street urchins. The signs were
torn off gradually. During the last hours of

_the marching back and forth, the sticks alone

were being carried by the kids, who beat them
rhythmically on the pavement. A score of agi-
tated women, bobbing up and down on high-
heeled slippers, marched with the parade for
a while, waving flags. They were Gold Star
Mothers.

The first disorder took place at 8 o’clock, ac-
cording to my notes. A ‘man in a light-blue
sweater whom I could easily distinguish and
so watched for some time, circulated among
the crowd, always returning to a knot of his
friends. He picked fights, one after another—
on what excuse, I could not know. One such
fight arose when someone tried to distribute
the Catholic W orker, 1 later learned.

Whenever the crowd coagulated around a
brawl, one of the bands marched in double-
quick time, horns braying, drums thumping,
directly into the concentrated area. It not only
broke up the fight, but distracted the mob.
Until midnight purposeful fights were dis-
pelled by the tireless musicians, at intervals of
from fifteen to forty minutes.

My notes run something like this:

8:00—first disorder—*“My Wild Irish Rose.”
8:20—disturbance near tube—“Hinky Dinky Parlez-
vous.”
8:25—twenty more men with signs.
8:40—American flag introduced at head of parade
—25,000 people in square.
9:10—disturbance—“Pack Up Your Troubles.”
9:35—radio bulletin—wives persuaded congressmen
not to come (later denied)-—slight cheer—
" “Happy Days Are Here Again.”
9:40—crowd noisier—disturbance—cameraman (lo-
cal) slugged—“There’s a Long, Long Trail.”
9:45—another disorder—both bands play different
airs at once—mad noise.
9:55—another disturbance—“Dinah , Lee”—*“Some
One’ of These Days”—cheers.
10:00—“Let Me Call You Sweetheart”—clapping—
crowd sings.
10:15—circle dancing, singing “Hi Ho the Derry-o”
—drunk vet in middle waves flag each hand.
10:25—disturbance—crowd rushed tube—“Wearing
of the Green.”
10:45—rioting—two taken off by cops—both hardly
stand—man (vet) slugs one while police
hold him up—other hit on top head night-
stick—other cop holding him—crowd run-
ning away and toward—panic—“There Are
Smiles That Make You Happy.”
11:00—both bands quick tempo—ijittery.

After midnight we walked through a crowd
thinned down to a couple of thousand. The
band played “The Star Spangled Banner.” We
walked innocently along, forgetting. . . .

“You—take your hats off I’ a woman shrilled
at us.

The hats came off. Then the band swung
into “Home Sweet Home.”

A smudgy kid, his face flushed and tired,
stumbled along in front of us, holding a tray
of buttons.

“Here y’are. Stop Communism—five cents.
Get your button. Only five cents. Stop Com-
munism—five cents.”
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READERS

FORUM

Reduce Naturalization Fees

To THE NEw MAssEs:

E wish to call to the attention of NEw MAssEs

readers the bill, H. R. 9907, “to reduce cer-
tain fees in naturalization proceedings. . . .” intro-
duced by Representative Emanuel Celler, which is
to be given public hearings in the House Committee
on Immigration and Naturalization, on Wednesday
morning, May 18,

H. R. 9907 would reduce the fee of $7.50 to
$10.00, the minimum usually paid for citizenship
papers, to $2.00. We feel strongly that the reduction
of naturalization fees at the present time would aid
greatly in encouraging a great portion of the four
million non-citizens to become American citizens
and would strengthen their loyalty to the American
government.

It is to be kept in mind that increasing discrimina-
tion against non-citizens in private and public em-
ployment, including W.P.A., makes it extremely diffi-
cult for many non-citizens to pay the present nat-
uralization fees.

We wish to call upon your readers to write to
Representative Samuel Dickstein, Chairman, House
Committee on Immigration and Naturalization,
Washington, D. C., urging that the House Com-
mittee take favorable action on H. R. 9907.

ABNER GREEN,
American Committee for
Protection of Foreign Born.
New York City.

Race Prejudice at Wisconsin

To THE NEw MASSES:

NCE again the University of Wisconsin is the

scene of anti-Semitic prejudice. Here, on the
campus of “America’s Most Liberal University,”
we have witnessed one of the most overt and repug-
nant of intolerant acts—the refusal to let a student
editor hold the office to which he was democratically
elected, solely because, in the words of his ousters,
“he had the wrong parents.”

Richard Davis was appointed editor of the Daily
Cardinal, one of the few remaining uncensored cam-
pus papers, by the retiring student board of control,
in keeping with the custom of twenty-four years.
He was selected because he was the most competent
and experienced man available, and because he gave
promise of running a fearless and significant news-
paper. It was obvious that he would be the selection
of any impartial group. Before he was elected, how-
ever, a representative of the new board, “stooges”
of fraternity groups, threatened that Davis’ appoint-
ment would be immediately rescinded the day the
new board took office. This person declared he was
sure this would please Professor Grant Hyde, head
of the School of Journalism.

Impatient in their zeal, the new board ousted
Davis a day before they took office. The pretext
given was that Davis would not work well with “all
the manifold groups,” but the statement was also
made by the head of the incoming board that an-
other Jewish editor would not be tolerated. This
move seemed welcome to faculty advisers of ‘the
paper. Professor Hyde, for one, shouted at the re-
tiring editor, Morton Newman, “You Jewish kids
have gotten enough around here. Why do you keep
asking for more?”

Ninety percent of the staff (the same staE which,
it had been argued, wouldn’t work with Davxs)
avent on strike, and has been publishing a strike

' Cardinal since the first of May. Financed by stu-

dent and faculty donations, this strike Cardinal has
belied the quick retreat made by reactionary faculty
and students that the matter of race was not a con-
sideration—that it was just a routine campus politi-
cal squabble. Over 2,500 have signed a petition de-
manding the recall of the board and the reinstate-
ment of Davis. Many faculty members have lent
their moral encouragement as they recognized the
value of a paper which has been the chief bulwark
against compulsory R.O.T.C., alumni meddling,
“do-nothing” educational policy, and interference
with academic freedom.

President Dykstra has refused to make any move.
Politely, but firmly, the Cardinal has called on him
for the entire year to be more explicit in his state-
ments that “democracy must be saved” at a time
when educational democracy at the University of
Wisconsin was threatened. In a recent address to
alumni he said that the state newspapers had made
the strike seem too serious. He declared it an indi-
cation of healthy democrz}cy that two papers were
being printed. He has made no move to expednte
a student referendum, but has made efforts to arrive
at a “compromise.”

Meanwhile, a strike and a scab paper are ap-
pearing on the campus, which, in the words of
President Dykstra, is a sign of healthy democracy!

JErREMIAH OLSON.

Madison, Wis.

“All the News”

To THE NEw MASSES:

FACTS of a union victory often aren’t news in
the capitalist press; fakes of an employer about

the situation make page one. Here is the evidence:

The management .of the Park Central Hotel, New
York, recently posted notices of a 5 percent pay
cut for all departments “on account of the drastic re-
duction of revenue.”” Hotel and Club Employees’
Union, Local 6, A.F. of L., which with notable suc-
cess is leading the drive to unionize New York’s
hotels, immediately swung into action. At a confer-
ence it arranged with the Park Central manage-
ment and representatives of the Hotel Association,
it protested the cut so vigorously that Mr. H. A.
Lanzner, managing director, was finally prevailed
upon to agree to withdraw the cut. The union’s
achievement is all the more notable, for if the pro-
posed cut became effective, it would no doubt have
been seized upon as a precedent by other hotel
managements.

Local 6 distributed leaflets to the workers inform-
ing them of its success. Releases, stating the facts,
were sent to the newspapers, Not a single daily
newspaper, except the Datly Worker, used the story.
However, on May 6, the New York Post, and the
World-Telegram on page one featured an announce-
ment by the Park Central Hotel management of “a
5 percent increase in salaries for [its] 692 em-
ployees.” There remains one other illuminating
angle: the proposed pay cut was explained by
“drastic reduction in revenue”; the mythical in-
crease was explained by “business conditions war-
rant sharing profits with employees.” Park Central
Hotel workers are inclined to believe the “drastic
revenue reduction” is as fictitious as the announced
“increase.”

GEORGE ROWLEY.

New York City.

Jane Speed’s Bookstore

To THE NEw MAssES:
HE story of a little shop near the main post-
office in downtown Birmingham is a history in
miniature of the exciting thing which has happened
to the South in the last few years—and a portent of
still more exciting things to come.
In 1934, 1907 Fifth Ave., North, was the head-
quarters of the White Legion, a fascist vigilante
organization. In that year Birmingham was a terror-
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ridden community. The labor movement was weak
and on the defensive.

Today a new situation exists in Birmingham. The
miners and thousands of steel workers in this coal
and steel town, “the Pittsburgh of the South,” are
organized in the C.I.O. The Communist Party is
legal and respected. And today 1907 Fifth Ave.,
North, is Jane Speed’s Book Store, a place where
labor, progressive, and Communist literature is sold
openly and without hindrance from thugs or author-
ities.

Through Jane Speed’s bookstore, hundreds of
Southerners have been introduced to a type of litera-
ture they never had access to before.
The People’s Front, James Allen’s Reconstruction,
Grace Lumpkin’s 4 Sign for Cain are sold along
with periodicals and pamphlets dealing with imme-
diate issues in the struggle for democracy, peace,
and plenty. The store is the only place in Birming-
ham where C.I.O. literature can be bought. It car-
ries much material of special interest to Negroes.
It is also a center of the peace movement, and initi-
ated the Japanese boycott in Birmingham. It dis-
plays paintings by local artists and is becoming a
cultural center.

The store is not strong enough yet to stand en-
tirely on its own feet. It needs money for pub-
licity in order to reach a broader and wider audi-
ence. Particularly it needs gifts of worthwhile sec-
ond-hand books for use in the lending library.
Every person who is able to help will be making
an important contribution to the growth of a new
progressive-democratic people’s alliance in that tra-
ditional stronghold of feudalism and reaction, the
“solid South,”

LAURENT FRANTZ.

Birmingham, Ala.

Letters in Brief

ICHAEL K. CLARK, of Chapel Hill, N. C., writes
about Marguente Young’s artxcle, “The Great
Debate Which Way to Peace?” in the issue of May
Miss Young wrote that Frederick J. Libby was
“once spiritual adviser at Phillips Exeter College.”
“As a matter of fact,” writes Mr. Clark, “Mr. Libby
was, during the early years of the war, an instructor
of German (or history—I cannot remember which)
and Bible at Phillips Exeter Academy, which is not
a college at all, but a preparatory school. He was
not a spiritual adviser in any sense of the word.”
« «+ Arthur M. Groff, a member of the National
Maritime Union, writing on the role of the Trot-
skyites in the trade unions, sends the following rele-
vant quotations from an editorial in Hearst's San
Francisco Examiner: “The Pacific Coast has, in the
Sailors’ Union of the Pacific [in which the Trotsyites
play a leading role] a clean-cut, upstanding labor
union, whose leaders have fought long and success-
fully to shake off the grip of Harry Bridges and the
Communists.” ... The League of Music Lovers, 121
E. 18th Street, New York Clty, is finishing its season
with a program of music and modern dance at
Town Hall, Friday, May 20. On the program will
be Martha Graham, the Curtis String Quartet, and
Aube Tzerko, pianist. . . . Local 144 of the Wmdow
Trimmers’' and Dlsplaymen’s Union, C.I.O., writes
that Liggett & Myers, manufacturers of Chester-~
field cigarettes, have continually discriminated
against members of their union. They ask progres-
sives, therefore, to join them in a boycott of Ches-
terfield cigarettes, and thus aid them in their fight
for union recognition. Robert Shosteck, of
Wenatchee, Wis., feels that John P. Kennedy’s
article, “If This Be Heresy,” in the March 8 issue
of New Masses should be reprinted in pamphlet
form and given wide distribution. “The writer be-
lieves,” he writes, “that there are thousands of
Catholics, and other religious folk, now pro-Franco,
who might be persuaded by this article. They have
swallowed the pro-fascist propaganda of certain
portions of the religious press and the capitalist press
and are unaware of the facts of the situation so ably
presented by Mr. Kennedy.”

Browder’s
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BOOK REVIEWS

Democracy
and Socialism

THe Un~itep FronT: THE STRUGGLE
AcaINsT FascisM AND WAaR, by Georgi
Dimitrov. International Publishers. $2.

FEW MONTHS after coming to power

in 1933, Hitler declared May 1 the
“Day of National Labor.” The Nazi Party and
its shop cells in the factories forced the workers
into the line of march, and trade-union lead-
ers were cajoled or constrained to join the
parade. For the first time, May 1 saw no
clashes with the police and no opposition to
the government. Class warfare, Goebbels an-
nounced, had come to an end. Our revolution
is not directed against the German workers,
Hitler explained. United in one folk-com-
munity, “the German people must learn to
know each other again.” On the following
day, according to arrangements made long in
advance, German trade unions were entirely
liquidated. A clean sweep was made of all
headquarters, funds, and newspapers through-
out the country, and there began a reign of
terror which for systematic cruelty and re-
pression has never been equaled.

A year later, in February 1934, the fascist
leagues in Paris mobilized for an assault on
French democracy and labor. Using the
Stavisky scandal as an excuse, they stormed
the Chamber of Deputies, demanding the
resignation of the Left deputies. Though they
were driven back with some deaths and many
casualties, they planned new violence and
promised themselves a fascist victory. They
were not successful. As Maurice Thorez,
general secretary of the French Communist
Party, explains: “A vast force was to rise up
and bar the way to fascism. The working
class of France, roused by the shots fired on
February 6, stirred to its depths by the pros-
pects of the fate which the French emulators
of Hitler intended for it, and on the deter-
mined initiative of the Communist Party, was
to form its ranks throughout the country and
hurl itself into the fray, throwing the decisive
weight of its will and power against the fas-
cist advance.” Out of the events of February
and a deepening sense of their causes and un-
derlying meaning arose the French Popular
Front, united action of the Communist and
Socialist Parties, and many of the tactics
which have proved so successful in turning
back the armed reaction evoked by concen-
trated capital.

‘When the Seventh World Congress of the
Communist International convened in 1935,
the wisdom of the basic tactical line it adopted
had already been established in France, and
progress had been made in other countries, in-
cluding the United States. (A half-year be-
fore the Seventh World Congress, the Com-

munist Party of the United States called for
the formation of a Labor Party—the People’s
Front in embryo.) The general secretary of the
Comintern, Georgi Dimitrov, who two years
before had baited Goering and Goebbels in the
Supreme Court at Leipzig, tied up their per-
jured witnesses in contradictions, and con-
vinced half the world that the Nazis them-
selves had fired the Reichstag, was an epic
figure admired in every country, the ideal
leader of the fight against the scourge which
threatens the working people throughout the
world. His report to the congress, entitled
“The Fascist Offensive and the Tasks of the
Communist International,” occupies a third
of the present volume. Although it has been
published before and is already familiar to
thousands of Americans, it is a rich document
deserving renewed study, especially in rela-
tion to the other reports and speeches included
in the volume. Taken together they enable
us to follow the development of the political
line of the Communist International from the
Seventh World Congress to the end of 1937;
to review the changing battlefronts and strat-
egies of a gigantic struggle, and to examine
the outcome of Comintern tactics in many
countries. The political line during these
years was distinguished above all by unwaver-
ing devotion to principle and objectives, com-
bined with decided flexibility of tactics. Ad-
herence to principle is seen in the progressive
triumph of Socialist construction in the Soviet
Union and in the fight of Communist Parties
of other countries for democracy and freedom,
the sine qua non of any movement for Social-
ism or even of trade-union activity; while
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flexibility of tactics is clearly revealed in the
.variety of procedures recommended for differ-
ent nations, cities, and localities, always ap-
propriate to the concrete problems.

“It should never be forgotten,” Dimitrov
writes, “that in carrying on a consistent and
stubborn struggle for the establishment of a
united people’s-front the Communists are not
pursuing a policy of establishing an unprinci-
pled bloc; they are pursuing a policy based
upon principle.”

“When we carry on a resolute struggle for
the defense of democratic rights and liberties
against reaction and fascism, we do so as
Marxists, as consistent proletarian revolution-
ists, not as bourgeois democrats and reform-
ists.” Thus in his defense of religious freedom
for Protestants and Catholics oppressed by
fascism, the Marxist can be consistent and of
good conscience.

This is something “leftist” critics who
cannot distinguish between principles and
tactics will never understand. Protectors of
religious freedom, for them, must be religious.
Defenders of bourgeois democracy must be
bourgeois. Advocates of a people’s front must
be taking the road of compromise like the
German Social-Democrats, and selling Social-
ism down the river. Adherents to collective
security must be preparing alliances of the sort
which precipitated the World War, and aban-
doning the goal of Socialism which can be
achieved only by the overthrow of capitalism.
Everyone is familiar with such arguments set
forth, in the usual case, with much circum-
stantiality and heat. They confuse tactics
which vary with every turn of the battle with
principles which remain the same. Finding
that tactics vary, which is entirely desirable,
they conclude that principles have been aban-
doned, which is entirely wrong. But such
“leftist” cerebration is rigid, inflexible, unhis-
torical in the main. In condemning collective
security, American Socialist groups and their
Trotskyist mentors contend that all capitalist
governments are aggressors, by their very na-
ture, and that it is folly to distinguish between
them. This was true enough for the World
War, and the “leftists” can quote Lenin to
bear them out. But now, as Dimitrov points
out, the situation is different. “Now we have:
(1) a proletarian state which is the greatest
bulwark of peace; (2) definite fascist aggres-
sors; (3) a number of countries which are
in direct danger of attack by fascist aggres-
sors . . . ; (4) other capitalist governments
which are interested at the present moment
in the maintenance of peace. It is, therefore,
completely wrong now to depict all countries
as aggressors. Only people who are trying to
conceal the real aggressors could so distort the
facts. [October 1936]” How much more in-
dubitable this is since the invasions of Spain
and China, will be clear to everyone except
the “leftists” and Trotskyites, and it only goes
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to show that these gentlemen not only embark
upon mistakes which no one else would think
of, but actually make progress in this course.

Another popular confusion of left-wing
Socialists in.this country is the identification
of the policy of the people’s front with the
policy of class collaboration with the bour-
geoisie. Dimitrov gives the answer. There
iIs no contradiction between the Communist
emphasis on the class struggle and the policies
of the popular front unless one disregards the
variety of forms the class struggle can assume
in historical development, and thinks of every
conference between Communist and Radical
Socialist deputies as a betrayal of the working
class. But the achievements of the popular
front gives the lie to this. Nor does collec-
tive security exclude independent action by
the working class—trade-union appeals, boy-
cotts, strikes, and the like. On the contrary,
it is likely that Roosevelt’s Chicago speech and
his rumored plan of lifting the Spanish em-
bargo will have the effect of increasing trade-
union and working-class aid to Spain. It is
very odd and very sad that so many liberals in
this country have acquired a different impres-
sion. Dimitrov’s appeals for working-class
action are fully as prominent as his call for
collective action, and his chapter on Spain
ends with an italicized warning that the estab-
lishment of united action on the part of the
international labor movement in aid of the
loyalists is “imperative.”

Many Socialists, however, disillusioned by
betrayals in the past, become suspicious of any
political action which is not in opposition to
the government. Their position is not unlike
that of the “left” German Communists criti-
cized by Lenin in Left-Wing Communism:
An Infantile Disorder. What these “left”
Communists said was that, “On principle, we
must strive toward the dictatorship of the
proletarian class. . . . Accordingly, it is neces-
sary to reject most decisively all compromise
with other parties, all reversion to parlia-
mentary forms of struggle, which have become
historically and politically obsolete. . . .”

Lenin’s reply is that “any Bolshevik who
has consciously participated in, or has closely
observed, the development of Bolshevism since
1903 will at once say after reading these argu-
ments: What old and familiar rubbish! What
‘left’ childishness!” :

Whether a quotation from Lenin has any
value in convincing a “left” Socialist that the
present policies of the Comintern are Marxian,
or in proving to a liberal that they do not in-
volve a sudden, perhaps unreliable, “change
of line” will depend upon the historical apt-
ness of this quotation. Dimitrov makes it
abundantly clear that the basic line of Marx-
ists has not changed with regard to participa-
tion in bourgeois governments. The decision
will rest upon the specific possibilities in every
case, and the same goes for the present Comin-
tern policy of defending bourgeois democracy.
This policy is attacked as a “betrayal” 6f So-
cialism. It is regarded suspiciously by some
liberals who are shocked by the “suddenness”
of the change, and think it undependable and

“Haven’t I had the pleasure of firing you some

time or other?2”

something less than candid. To all such
criticisms, the answer is simple and clear. The
basic line of Marxists with respect to bour-
geois democracy has not changed. When
bourgeois democracy is threatened from with-
out by reaction which seeks to destroy the
whole basis of trade-union activity and the
Socialist movement, Marxists come to its de-
fense. But when the reactionaries take refuge
within bourgeois democracy, perverting demo-
cratic forms for their own ends and to sub-
jugate the working class, Marxists take up
arms against it. Thus the Bolsheviks made
war on Kerensky’s provisional government
because it was headed back to czarism and
stood in the way of the proletarian revolution.
“At the time of the October Revolution,”
Dimitrov explains, “the Russian Bolsheviks
engaged in a life-and-death struggle against
all political parties which, under the slogan of
the defense of bourgeois democracy, opposed
the establishment of the proletarian dictator-
ship. The Bolsheviks fought these parties be-
cause the banner of bourgeois democracy had
at that time become the standard around
which all counter-revolutionary forces mobil-
ized to challenge the victory of the pro-
letariat.”  Similarly, in Germany during the
epoch of capitalist stabilization, Communists
fought the Weimar Republic, “not because it
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was a republic, but be-
cause it was a bourgeois
republic that was en-
gaged in crushing the
revolutionary move-
ment of the proletariat,
especially in 1918-20
and in 1923.” But
when the Nazis began
to mobilize hundreds
of thousands of brown-
shirts to destroy work-
ing-class organizations,
Communist tactics
changed, and should
have changed, Dimi-
trov admits with an
openness rare in polit-
ical annals, far more
than they did. It is
true that, as R. Palme
Dutt reports, the Com-
munist Party offered
the Social Democratic
Party a united front on
four occasions, but this
was not enough. More
should have been done
then, and more should
be done now, in so
many countries where
the same threat of bar-
baric cruelty and re-
pression exists,

Dimitrov quotes Len-
in to the effect that,
“Just as socialism can-
not be victorious unless
it introduces complete
democracy, so the proletariat will be unable to
prepare for victory over the bourgeoisie unless
it wages a many-sided, consistent, and revolu-
tionary struggle for democracy. . . .”

Even the differences between the degrees of
democracy are precious matters for the Marx-
ist bent on organizing the working class. Thus
Lenin remarks in Two Tactics, “The bour-
geois-democratic regime varies in different
countries—in Germany and in England, in
Austria and in America or Switzerland. He
would be a fine Marxist indeed, who in a
democratic revolution failed to see the differ-
ence between the nature of this or that form
of it, and confined himself to ‘clever’ quips
about this being ‘a bourgeois revolution’ after
all, the fruits of a ‘bourgeois revolution.’”
Marx and Engels, no less than Lenin, appre-
ciated the difference between degrees of de-
mocracy and the necessity of fighting for more
and more of it. Their participation in the
Democratic Association of 1847, with Marx
as an outstanding leader, demonstrates that
they were eager to promote democracy in
every country and to codperate with any pro-
letarian or bourgeois groups who really had
this end in view, just as they would cross
swords with everyone who, like M. Bartels,
turned out “more theocratic than democratic.”
On the eve of the Revolution, and the formu«
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lation of the Communist Manifesto, in a
period of crisis and reaction, Marx saw the
signal importance of increasing democracy un-
der bourgeois governments in order to improve
the wretched conditions of the workers and
to free their hands in the struggle for Social-
ism.

The world has changed since 1847. Con-
ditions and attitudes have been transformed.
Yet the respect for genuine democracy re-
mains the same. The full democracy which is
. being realized under the Stalin ‘Constitution
in the Soviet Union and even the fragmen-
tary political privileges of bourgeois democ-
racies are worthy of the greatest sacrifices to
maintain. Just as the Democratic Association
came out in defense of the democratic Protes-
tant cantons threatened with secessionist wars
and foreign intervention by reactionary pow-
ers, so Marxists today defend bourgeois de-
mocracies against the arms of fascism.

Marx’s attitude toward the secessionist
Civil War in the United States was the same.
Bourgeois democracy was worthy of defense
against slavery and reaction. In the “Address
of the International Workingmen’s Associa-
tion to Abraham Lincoln” congratulating him
on his reélection, a document which was writ-
ten by Marx, we read:

From the commencement of the titanic American
strife the workingmen of Europe felt instinctively
that the star-spangled banner carried the destiny
of their class. . .

The workingmen of Europe feel sure that, as the
American War of Independence initiated a new
era of ascendancy for the middle class, so the
American anti-slavery war will do for the work-
ing classes.

The tradition of Marxism discloses a pro-
tracted struggle for genuine democracy. The
Marxists who have gone to Spain do not fight
because of some sudden decision of the Com-
munist International, some “change of line,”
as zealous critics aver, but in fulfillment of
this long tradition of progressive initiative
and action for the realization of democracy
and Socialism. Dimitrov’s reports and speeches
which delineate the vast multiformity of con-
ditions that must be met in various countries,
and define the types of strategy which are
needed, should be of immense value to Ameri-
can workers. This is particularly true of the
present volume, since in this collected form
the reports supplement each other and fill out
a synoptic world view. This book, in the
opinion of the present reviewer, should not be
read ceremonially or by rote. It should be
studied and applied, with constructive imagi-
nation and resourcefulness, to the important
problems which impinge most closely upon
the reader.

The present review does not do justice, in
any sense, to the richness and variety of this
book. It has been confined to one aspect of
the political line of the Communist Interna-
tional: flexibility, variety, and expediency of
tactics combined with unswerving devotion to

principle. But this is certainly a most impor- -

tant aspect which carries great assurance for
the future. V. J. McGiLL.

Front Men
for Wall Street

THE PoLrticos: 1865-1896, by Matthew
Josephson. Harcourt, Brace & Co. $4.50.

MATTHEW JosEpHSON has written a
companion volume to The Robber
Barons. Here he tells the story of the politi-
cians who were the front men for the lords of
industry and banking, and of the parties which
carried on the political struggles that camou-
flaged and implemented the conquest of the
continent. He digs underneath what the par-
ties and their chieftains said, and reveals what
they really meant and what class interests
they really served.

Such an analysis necessarily must be more
subtle than mere muckraking. Josephson ap-
proaches the post-Civil War period in the

light of Marx’s observation in The Eighteenth

Brumaire: “. . . in the struggles on the stage
of history, we must distinguish the phrases and

fancies of the political parties from their true .

organic entity and their genuine interest, must
distinguish appearance from reality.” He
shows that the reality was the strengthening
of big business; the appearance was the strug-
gle between the reformers and the spoilsmen,
resulting in minor reforms in patronage dis-
tribution. The plumed knights who rode
forth to battle sounding the war cries of the
period were fighting in behalf of the railroad
cabal, the whiskey ring, the vested interests
of coal, iron, textiles. In the name of the
American standard of living, they passed
tariffs to protect the monopolies. While “regu-
lating” the trusts, they undermined the demo-
cratic rights of the common people—eéspecially
those of labor.

The party structures and the two-party sys-
tem itself were shaped to fit the needs of ex-
panding capitalism. The end product was the
transformation of the Republican Party—the
party of Lincoln and Thaddeus Stevens—into
the party of Wall Street and Mark Hanna,
with the Democratic Party becoming a “re-
spectable” opposition. This became the estab-
lished pattern of American political life, with
no fundamental issues dividing the “ins” from
the “outs.” The two-party system, as Joseph-
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son says, became “reversible”: one party per-
formed unpleasant tasks and thereby earned
public unpopularity, while the other party
then functioned as a social safety-valve. In
the words of Grover Cleveland, “a transfer
of executive control from one party to another
did not mean any serious disturbance of ex-
isting conditions.” Thus Hayes, the Repub-
lican, and Cleveland, the Democrat, broke the
great railway strikes of the Seventies and
Nineties with equal fervor for property inter-
ests. Not until the crisis of the Thirties ac-
centuated class conflicts to the breaking point,
were real issues to divide the two major par-
ties; not until then was a new political align-
ment to develop in the country.

Josephson’s contribution is to trace the ad-
justment of the two major parties to the needs
of predatory capital. They became “joint stock
associations” in which the bankers and indus-
trialists directed and managed the concerns.
This meant a break with the democratic tra-
ditions of the country. We watch the change
from the direct bribing of politicians to “the
open marriage” of the parties to big business
with campaign contributions taking on “the
character of regular retainers for definite and
regular, rather than occasional, political serv-
ices.”

The best parts of this book are the sections
in which Josephson shows the plutocratiza-
tion of the two-party system. Peculiarities of
American politics developed and continue to
the present day because this had to be done
against the weight of democratic traditions,
and indeed in their very name. Josephson
enables us to gain new insights into the work-
ings of the American political scene, through
his account of how democratic institutions
were perverted from their original purposes
and turned into bulwarks of capitalism. The
very legislation which an angry people pushed
through against the greed of the trusts was
converted into an instrument for plutocracy.
Reform legislation, as Richard Olney said, be-
came a ‘‘protection against hasty and crude
legislation hostile to [vested] interests.”
There is an important lesson here for modern
progressives. Reform cannot be dissociated
from genuine concessions to the masses; other-
wise, as with the anti-trust legislation of that
day, it merely increases Wall Street’s anti-
labor weapons.

Josephson has retold the story of a period
which has been buried in dull and very often
misleading academic tomes. He restores such
men as Blaine, Conkling, Gorman, Quay,
Platt, to their proper positions in our history.
They were the men who erected the political
framework within which the robber barons
established their fiefs and imposed capitalist
controls. The grafting and venality of the
politicos were the expression in politics of the
conspicuous waste of capitalism. Without
their services it would have been more difficult
for Wall Street to secure dominance and to
crush middle-class and farm protests.

The old-fashioned American notion that
politics was stupid and dirty helped to conceal
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Fvery Spoken Word of
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Guilty 21!

WHY did they confess? How could they become involved in these
ghastly plots of wrecking and espionage, of plotting with Fascists to
destroy their country?

All sorts of fantastic stories have been reported in the daily press.
But, to know the real inside story of the Moscow trial, you must
read the full, unexpurgated, verbatim testimony.

Sit with the Judges

Read the verbatim transcript of the testimony, every word spoken
at the treason trial. Sit with the judges and decide for yourself the
reality, the motivation and the historical significance of the plots
which sought to overthrow the Soviet State, to open the Soviet borders
to Germany and Japan, and plunge the whole world into war.

Just arrived is this 800-page book, the official transcript of the
trial. Every word from beginning to end. No informed person should
be without this book. You may have a copy absolutely free.
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the important function of the politicos and to
keep amateurs out of the field. By the end
of the nineteenth century, politics in the
United States was to become a field almost
exclusively reserved for professionals and
millionaires. Josephson effectively refutes the
idea that these politicians talked much and
did little. Their endless talking served their
masters to good purpose. While the spell-
binders distracted the country, they turned
over its natural resources to the real spoils-
men—Gould, Rockefeller, Morgan, and the
rest of the Wall Street gang. The politicians
provided comic relief for the tragedy of capi-
talism, but it was at the expense of the inter-
ests of the people.

‘With so useful a volume, it may be carping
to raise objections. But there are several de-
fects, products of a tendency to oversimplifica-
tion, which should be noted. There is the
misinterpretation, or rather acceptance of the
standard misinterpretation, of the Reconstruc-
tion period. Another weakness is the treat-
ment of the labor movement and working-
class politics from 1865 to 1896.

Josephson swerves from making political
events a carbon copy of economic forces to
portraying the political machines as being al-
most above classes. The first emphasis leads
him to paint the radical Republicans as mere
dupes of the Northern industrialists with no
program for carrying through the bourgeois
revolution in behalf of the freed Negro peo-
ple. He actually swallows the distortions
which have been written by such bourbon
apologists as Dunning and Rhodes, and his
analysis of Stevens and Sumner are the least
satisfactory portraits in the book. The second
emphasis tends to give the impression that the
party bosses from 1866 to 1881 were a rack-
eteering outfit, preying on all classes. The
spoils system did not endanger capitalist con-
trol; it was a product of the open buccaneer-
ing of the post-Civil War days. As capitalism
developed it was inevitable that the party sys-
tem itself would be institutionalized along
Wall Street lines, as Josephson himself has
shown so well.

By overstressing the deeds of the political
spoilsmen, Josephson neglects positive ele-
ments in the country which were then only
in their formative stage, but are now emerg-
ing as fundamental factors shaping the future
history of America. The labor movement
was weak during this period but traditions of
militancy, of industrial unionism, of organiz-
ing the unorganized, were established which
were more important than many of the cor-
rupt institutions described by Josephson. His
whole treatment of labor is woefully weak,
although the politicos and their masters dur-
ing this very period were laying down a model
of anti-unionism and reaction which is now
being streamlined toward fascism by the Lib-
erty Leaguers.

Josephson also uses inept analogies, as when
he describes the Populist movement with its
progressive roots and its monetary obsessions
as a “peasant” protest. He incorrectly attrib-
utes its source to the “colonial” relationship
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of the West and the South to the industrial
East. He tends to confuse “ideology” with
demagogy. And in the Reconstruction section
he follows Du Bois’ false lead and considers
the Negro freedmen as “pure proletarians.”
Nonetheless, Josephson has written the best
popular history of an important period in our
national experience. And this is a particularly
valuable contribution when fascist-minded
propagandists misuse American history in or-
der to screen their attack against democracy.
The reinterpretation of our history is not a
matter of academic interest, but an immediate
political need. Josephson’s study is a wel-
come addition to the growing list of progres-
sive books showing the true traditions of
America. Davip RAMSEY.

The Scientist
Hits Back

SAVAGE SYMPHONY, by Eva Lips. Translated
from the German by Caroline Newton. Ran-
dom House. $3.

EFORE the German universities were
converted into barracks in 1933, Profes-
sor Jules Lips was honored by his countrymen
as a brilliant young scientist. While Hitler
had roared at his rowdies in gutter and beer-
hall, the director of the Museum of Ethnology
at Cologne had been busy collecting materials
in nineteen countries for his books on anthro-
pology. At the moment when ignorant Nazis
were proclaiming the supremacy of the fictive
Aryan race and the sublimity of the military
state, Professor Lips, himself an “Aryan” and
a wounded war veteran, was shattering such
quackery in lectures and articles. He did not
dream, as he studied the various civilizations
of mankind, that in his own land was being
hatched a movement to end all civilization.
‘What bitter irony! Eva Lips, the professor’s
charming and cultivated wife, could not under-
stand why some of her friends turned pale
when Hitler became Chancellor. “Hitler? I
thought, puzzled. Frightful times? Why?
Another Chancellor? Oh, heavens, there have
been so many Chancellors! 'What have we
to do with politics?” What, indeed? Jules
and Eva Lips had worked hard and minded
what they then conceived to be their own busi-
ness. They were more or less conventionally
liberal, devoted to science, attached to their
beautiful little house in the suburbs of
Cologne. Lips was a presbyter of the local
evangelical community. He loved his books
and his museum. He was at work on his new
book, The Savage Hits Back. He and his wife
were unobtrusively happy. What happened in
Berlin was “politics.” It couldn’t happen to
them, here: “the Rhineland is another story.”
Illusions are short-lived under fascism.
Overnight, museums and universities were
turned into “brothels of the spirit.” Scientists
were now expected to be sounding boards for
the barbaric yelps of the brownshirts. Ideas,
like men, were coordinated under the misap-
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propriated swastika. In those early days of
1933, Lips and his wife suffered from that first
rude awakening which is the fate of so many
in Austria today. They were still at the
stage of surprise in which it was hard to be-
lieve that organized insanity could go so far.
The sole condition for survival was the will-
ingness of the scientist to become a propaganda
agent for the Third Reich by supplying data
on the “Negroidization of France’” and the
“Racial Inferiority of non-Aryan Peoples.”

The inexorable conclusion was that, “There
were only two fronts of battle—for Hitler
against Germany, or for Germany against Hit-
ler.” ‘The Lipses—all honor to them—re-
mained on the right side of the battle line with
a passionate conviction which their less con-
scientious friends described as “indiscreet stub-
bornness.” They said “Good morning” instead
of “Heil Hitler.” So Lips lost his job (it
had been, in the confident parlance of the
academy, a “permanent appointment”) and he
was replaced by a highly codrdinated boob, a
student of his who should long ago have
flunked out. Lips was hounded by the
Gestapo. He was framed. His house was
raided and his books confiscated. His name was
honored with Nazi hate.

That terrible year and a half under fascism
has been described by Eva Lips in this very
impressive book. She has told her story with
dignity and intelligence and warmth. Pos-
sessing a remarkable gift for ironic phrasing
and characterization, Mrs. Lips has left some
memorable pictures of those obsequious no-
bodies who inhabit the dismal world of Nazi
officialdom. One is occasionally annoyed by a
certain indifference to the fate of the working
class which the history of the Lipses reflects;
but one is grateful for the author’s glimpse
into the Leipzig trial, where Dimitrov was
“crowned—with immortality.” Mrs. Lips
does not seem to realize, however, that Dimi-
trov’s noble defiance of the Nazi court was
the most powerful historical symbol of the unity
between her own revolt and the opinion of
civilized humanity. But this is only an inci-
dental limitation of the book. By concen-
trating on two people whom we learn to ad-
mire for their courage and integrity, Savage
Symphony succeeds in the really difficult task
of deepening our contempt for fascism.

SAMUEL SILLEN.

Evasion of
Challenge

Forcive Us OuUR VIRTUES, by Vardis Fisher.
Caxton Printers. $2.50.

Varpis Fisuer: CHALLENGE TO EVASION, by
David Rein. Normandie House. $1.50.

‘ 7 arois FIsHER is a writer of energy,
courage, and resource. No sooner has he

completed a tetralogy baring the spiritual
travail of a sensitive child of narrow-minded
frontier parents than he turns out a sprightly
comedy of love, April. As a sideline, he has
edited two volumes in the W.P.A. Writers’
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EUROPE

MEXICO
SOVIET UNION

You see how life is really lived—you meet the
people—you travel with companions of your
own mental age in a small informal group
—those things best done together are
done cooperatively; otherwise you pur-
sue your own interests—services are
generously inclusive.

DENMARK, SWEDEN, NORWAY, un-
der leadership of Prof. Hartley W.
Cross, Cities and countryside includ-
ing Norway’s fjords and mountains.
Study of cooperatives and folk schools.
Sailing July 1. Back Aug. 29.

“INSIDE EUROPE.” Auspices Ameri-
can Student Union. France, Czecho-
slovakia, Soviet Union, Finland,
Sweden, Denmark, England. For col-
lege students only. Sailing July 2:
Back Aug. 22.

FOURTH ANNUAL TRAVEL COL-
LECTIVE IN THE SOVIET UNION,
under leadership of Dr. Joshua Kunitz,
just back from three years in the So-
viet Union. Leningrad, Moscow,
Ukraine, Caucasus, Soviet Armenia,
Crimea. Sailing July 6. Back Sept. 1.

COOPERATIVE EUROPE (in conjunc-
tion with Pocono Study Tours), un-
der leadership of John Jessup, Di-
rector of Education, Consumers Coop-
erative Services, Officially sponsored
by Cooperative League of U. S. A.
Study of the cooperative move-
ment in England, Western Europe,
Central Europe and Scandinavia.
Sailing June 29. Back Aug. 22.

MEXICO IN PROGRESS, under leader-
ship of Julien Bryan. More than a
month in the cities and native vil-
lages. Sailing July 14. Back Aug. 23.

For information regarding itineraries, social
and cultural programs, rates, etc., on these
and 25 other trips address:

DEPT. B

$ W. 40tk 8T,
NEW YORK

Gooperating in the Soviet Union with Intourist
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209-11 East 125th Street, New York City

Telephone: lex-lem 7-1053
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Project American Guide series. Now he offers
“a comedy of evasions,” Forgive Us Our Vir-
tues. Work in progress includes a lengthy epic
novel involving the history of the Mormons.

David Rein’s essay on Fisher is soundly con-
ceived for the most part, but, short as it is, it
often gives the impression of prolixity, owing to
the author’s fondness for by-paths of discussion.
There are indications of haste or carelessness.
Fisher contributes a preface to Rein’s book in
which he reiterates beliefs already familiar to
readers of the final volume of the tetralogy.
He sees Marxism as an attempt, at least in
theory, to make egoism serve the race. But
“we must know a lot more about ourselves
and the way the ancient past has shaped us
before we dare believe that so selfless a polit-
ical theory stands any chance of surviving the
rampant egoism that still exists.”

In Forgive Us Our Virtues, Fisher has as-
sembled a typical group of maladjusted neu-
rotics. John Smith is a bridegroom who main-
tains that in matrimony honesty and frankness
are imperative, but of course finds it difficult—
even impossible—to pursue such a course as he
recommends. He winds up by going off his nut
and almost slaying a high-pressure psychiatrist
whom he surprises teaching his wife how to
kiss as a wife should. The psychiatrist, like
many another among Fisher’s previous char-
acters, is an accomplished and insatiable se-
ducer. Jim Jones is the clear-minded psychol-
ogist who scorns the methods of go-getting
practitioners and who has a lovely wife after
whom most of his friends lust in vain. Ogden
Greb “wanted to turn away from the patient
and useless reading of books wherein every
idea was like an ugly old woman in a new
dress.”

The conversation of these intellectuals is
often freighted with such painstaking wit and
studded with so many apothegms that one
longs for a bit of banality or a plain, unbarbed
statement now and then. For this reason, the
section dealing with Jerry Young’s attempt to
make a living as a “psychotherapist” in a small
Western town is the most convincing and en-
tertaining in Forgive Us Our Virtues. Fisher
possesses genuine feeling for the nuances of
folk humor.

Though Fisher is an implacable foe of eva-
sions, his last two serious novels have ended
with escape to the pagan simplicity of primi-
tive regions. In No Villain Need Be, Vridar
Hunter, having fled to the wilds, hungered for
news of the world as he hungered for his early-
morning cigarette. “He wondered if this great
nation, founded on principles of liberty and
freedom, was yet recruiting greed and privi-
lege into a fascist state.”” And Ogden Greb,
in the present volume, mates with a beautiful
pagan and retires to a woodland hut hewed by
his own hands. Such isolationism may be
pleasant, the study of psychology may eventu-
ally be the means of emancipating mankind,
but if everybody tries “wondering” whether
fascism is going to get us, we shall not wait
long before finding out.

Jack Conroy.
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Don’tbe alarmed by the change
of name (or did you notice it?). People
do it every day. And how can we tell
what we like best without trying out a
few? So it’s the Sub Seller for the
WYFIPs this week. If you have a better
suggestion send it along.

The

Fresh from the Garden

In the name of editors, bus. mgrs., and
thousands of satisfied readers, here’s a
hearty welcome to the 1500 new subscri-
bers who turned’in their dollars for trial
subs at the Madison Square Garden the
night of the Browder-Libby Debate. Stay
with us 15 weeks and we bet we’ll be in-
separable. By the way, that debate will
be printed in full in next week’s issue,
so if you have friends who couldn’t be
there, the coupon down below provides a
fine way to bring them up to date on
their arguments.

Is there a doctor in your house?

How can he tell what’s wrong with his
natients unless he understands what’s
wrong with the world that makes them
that way? Eighteen per cent of New
Masses readers are doctors, lawyers, or
members of other professional groups.
They find it gives them an X-ray view
of world affairs they can’t get elsewhere.
It’s habit-forming, but very, very stimu-
lating. Get wyour doctor to try New
Masses.

It would be 250,000

“These 16 subs were gotten where I
work, in two days,” writes a busy
WYFIP. “It was so easy it surprised me
and I couldn’t help wondering what the
circulation would be if your readers ask
their friends and co-workers to sub-

scribe.” .
Your sub editor,

Cledine Grass

Send this coupon with One Dollar
for a 15-week Trial Subscription to

NEW MASSES

America’s Indispensable Weekly
NEW MASSES, 31 East 27th St., N. Y. C.

Here’s $1. Send me New Masses for 15
weeks and I’ll see how indispensable it is.
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Artists’ Congress’
Second Show

¢¢ HE growing social awareness of

American artists” brought the Ameri-
can Artists’ Congress into being almost three
years ago. Since its first meeting at Town
Hall in February 1936, the congress has been
able to exert an influence in American life
far greater than its numerical size, fighting
in defense of cultural agencies and values,
standing shoulder to shoulder with other pro-
gressive artists’ groups in the common strug-
gle for peace and democracy. In the midst
of so active an existence, esthetic values might
easily be overlooked. On the contrary, the
current exhibition at Wanamaker’s fifth-floor
picture-galleries is heartening proof that it is
possible for artists to be socially aware and at
the same time creatively fruitful.

Over 250 oils, water colors, prints, sculp-
tures, and photographs make up the American
Artists’ Congress’ second annual exhibition. A
no-jury show, open to members on payment
of a small entry fee to defray expenses, the
exhibition provides a cross-section of contem-
porary American creative ability. To be sure,
the academicians are not represented; but
neither were they represented in the first Salon
des Refusés, from which sprang the Impres-
sionist movement and the whole impetus of
modern art. A number of excellent painters
have, indeed, absented themselves from the
felicity of joining with their fellows in the
defense of culture. But a greater number of
excellent painters have joined. That is the
exciting thing in viewing this exhibition and
exhibitions like it: they represent not the dead
acclaim of academies, not the sterile awards
of museums, but the living effort of living men
and women to be active, fertile contributors
to their age.

The new social awareness of artists has had
an interesting effect. It has opened the artists’
eyes, as well as the public’s, to the richness,
depth, and variety of life. Not only the hor-
rors of slums, drouth, flood, war, disease, pov-
erty are seen with this new vision, but the
more impalpable and delicate nuances of the
world in which we live. In the first awaken-
ing of artists to the knowledge that they are
members of society, organically one with so-
ciety, not exiled and disfranchised outcasts,
there was a sudden fervor of conversion which
made the bum, the derelict, the tenement, the
only proper theme for art.

That phase was a passing one, and one
through which artists seem to have made a
safe voyage. It is clear now that everything
about us is the product of the intesplay of
social forces and ideas, that every tangible
object tells its story of social progress or de-

SIGHTS AND SOUNDS

cay. Not only the objective perceptions of
social meaning are significant, but also the sub-
jective factors. As_ artists have become more
experienced in their social functions, they have
reached out in all directions, broadened and
enhanced definitions. The results are to be
seen in the exhibition.

It is no longer taboo, for example, to paint
a landscape. The taboo operates with re-
gard to the spirit in which the picture is
painted, not with regard to its theme. Simi-
larly, one may point a picture in which there
are no human figures, and the result need not
be anti-social. In other words, art has weath-
ered its necessary period of over-simplification
and passed on to a more realistic and complex
understanding of its own possibilities. The
broader attitude is revealed in the fact that an
able group of paintings in the exhibition are
abstractions. Another indication of this riper
and more advanced conception is that, at least
among the painters, there is a greater richness
and interest in the painting itself. This is
a healthy sign; for, as the writer has had
occasion to say frequently, the most impeccable
social intentions do not make a good picture
alone, technical expression must be wedded in-
divisibly with conceptual content.

Healthy, also, is the fact that the exhibition
is being held in a big modern American de-
partment store, instead of in a dingy hired hall

Painting by Tschacbasov (American Artists’ Congress)
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or in an even drearier museum. Art wants to
reach the people, artists say. Certainly people
move in and out of stores, railroad and bus
terminals, skyscraper foyers, as they never do
in the more conventional and academic of art
institutions. Art is a useful public service,
artists declare. The artist is worthy of his
hire. Holding the exhibition at Wanamaker’s
gives these abstract truths reality. For the
intelligence of this choice and for the con-
stantly rising level of quality of its exhibitions,
the American Artists’ Congress deserves sincere
congratulations.

THE ONE-MAN EXHIBITION of paintings by
Judson Briggs, on view at the Uptown Gal-
lery during the month, is a concrete example
of how artists are putting their social aware-
ness to work. Briggs left the easel division
of the Federal Art Project to go to Spain for
the Medical Bureau. Of his ten months there,
eight were in front-line and other ambulance
service and two months of leave were devoted
to painting. The canvases shown represent,
however, only a part of the work he did in
Madrid ; for as he was leaving Spain, his paint-
ings suffered the fate thousands of Spanish
people have known, they were struck by a2 bomb
and many of them destroyed. Enough survive
to make the show interesting and significant,
as may be deduced from the fact that the work
was exhibited both in Madrid and in Paris.
It is being shown here under the auspices of
the Medical Bureau and the North American
Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy.

The' quality of Briggs’ work is romantic
and direct. Before his Spanish war service,
he had held one-man exhibitions here and had
exhibited in group shows. The Ryder-esque
attributes of his style were commented on then.
This deep, brooding sense is still to be felt,
and logically, since it is a harmonious ex-
pression of his subject-matter—the ravaged
and devastated land of Spain. To evoke vigor-
ous protest against the horror of war is the
function of such art. Within the terms of his
definition Briggs does this. As he continues
his advance along the path of social art, it will
be interesting to, observe if the romantic pre-
occupation yields to a more documented and
realistic method. ErizaBerH NOBLE.

Political Satire
and Shaw Revival

MAGINE if you will the street-corner
scene when a dozen or more boys decide to
play stickball. They gather in the center of
the New York pavement, armed with the

‘broomhandle which is to serve as a bat. Two

captains are chosen, and then begins the
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® ONE SIxTH of the world’s surface beckons!
.exciting, unforgettable
pleasure trip awaits you
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viet Union.
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mendous social change.
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rhythmic process of shimmying the stick. Fist

-upon fist to a magic rhyme:

Mister Goldberg lost his hat
Skigetty skigetty skigetty scat!
One, two—one, two. . . .

And the winner begins to choose sides.

Apparently John Boroff and Walter Hart,
playwrights of W ashington Jitters, the satiric
novel of politics written by Dalton T'rumbo,
never played stickball. True, they wish to lam-
bast bureaucratic politicians. True, they
choose to awaken American voters to their ele-
mentary responsibility, which is to check
closely the actions of elected and appointed
office-holders. In general, they must have had
in mind a progressive play, one which would
find support among audiences of the liberal and
working-class organizations.

But Messrs. Boroff and Hart, as well as the
forward-looking members of the Actors’ Reper-
tory Company have come a cropper. They have
failed to choose sides, with the result that the
play at the Guild Theatre is not only weak
and ineffectual; it is, in certain scenes, politi-
cally vicious.

The tale, told in a mildy comic manner, is
of a sign-painter, one Henry Hogg, who acci-
centally becomes, in the public mind, an offi-
cial of one of the “alphabet agencies” of the
New Deal. Mr. Hogg is nothing of the sort.
He merely sat at a “coérdinator’s” desk one day
when a bright-eyed columnist passed by, and
when he blasted the administration, the scan-
dal-monger splashed the story all over the front
pages. As a result, Mr. Hogg, naive, vaguely
libertarian, and certainly an opportunist, devel-
ops into a prodigious newspaper story. The
New Deal and the opposition, impersonated by
caricatures of Jim Farley and Senator Borah,
woo him hotly. When a ghost writer sells
Hogg the idea of signing his name to a book
which the false “co6rdinator” has neither writ-
ten nor read, Hogg becomes a best-selling au-
thor whose approval is sought for an impor-
tant administration measure. The rest of the
story is sheer farce save for the climax, in
which Hogg cries for a plague on politicians
of every shade of Washington thought.

Even in its present mild and emasculated

Recently Recommended Plays

Prologue to Glory (Maxine Elliott, N. Y.).
Federal Theatre production of E. P.
Conkle’s play about Lincoln’s early life,
the affair with Ann Rutledge, and his
first steps away from the life of the New
Salem country store.

Haiti (Lafayette, N. Y.). Rex Ingram plays
the lead in this stirring tale of how one
of Toussaint L'Overture’s generals foiled
Napoleon’s attempt to restore slavery in
Haiti.

One-third of a Nation (Adelphi, N. Y.). The
current issue of The Living Newspaper,
headlining the lack of adequate housing
for President Roosevelt’s 33 1-3 percent,
and emphasizing the need for actiom.
Thoroughly documented, witty, and ad-
mirably produced.

NEW MASSES

form, Washington Jitters is a muddled and
sometimes dangerously anti-progressive play. It
contains no measure of appreciation for the
humanitarian aspects of the New Deal pro-
gram. Nepotism, flagrant graft, cynicism, and
downright ignorance are the qualities of the
Democratic politicians presented by the authors.
The off-stage “Fireside,” obviously the Presi-
dent, is a stooge for the patronage-dispensing
“Mahafferty” (Farley) and is a coward who
goes fishing whenever a difficult problem besets
his administration. The goal toward which
our minds are directed is of an America in
which this “little man,” Henry Hogg, will be-
come the standard-bearer in 1940 of the united
Republican-Democratic forces.

At best, criticism of bureaucracy in politics
is a stale and outworn dramatic subject. The
impending realignment of forces, in anticipa-
tion of the struggle to establish a democratic
front in the United States, broadens not only
the political perspective but the dramatic scene
as well. Even if Messrs. Hart and Boroff
had written a good play—which they decidedly
have not—they would have gone aground in
shallow waters.

Today it is the reactionary who supports
the cry: “A plague on both your houses!”
When the Roosevelt administration falls into
the very same position of self-chosen neutrality,
it is at its weakest. There is no middle road
in politics today. The tories attempt to lure
unsuspecting liberals into their camp with the
cry, “Neutrality—fair-mindedness—au-dessus
de la bataillel”” Almost into this camp have
strayed Boroff, Hart, and their associates of

“the Actors’ Repertory Company, unsuspect-

ingly, of course.

Another mild affair is Eye to the Sparrow,
at the Vanderbilt. Milton Selser’s comedy
is about a Social Registerite grande dame and
her family who take the economic tailspin.
Chief interest in the play for those of leftist
persuasion is the characterization of the Com-
munist girl with whom Sonnie Boy falls in
love. She is sympathetically limned and, for a
brief moment, places the tale on an even keel.
But God watches over the Thomases, and
what chance Mr. Selser’s little theme had of
developing into a meaty affair withers away.
Ma marries a judge, Polly spends the night
with a rich man but returns to the legalized
arms of the rising young lawyer, and Sonny
Boy, who fell for the Red, walks out on her
when he discovers that she spends her nights
not in sin but with a committee, discussing im-
provements to be made on old Mother Earth.

CHARLES E. DEXTER.

IN 1921 the youthful and enterprising Theatre
Guild of that day presented an appreciative
New York with Shaw’s Heartbreak House,
begun before the war and then not produced in
England. At that time Shaw’s disquisition on
the bankruptcy of “leisured, cultured England
before the war,” its “utter enervation and futi-
lization,” was both relevant and piquant.
Today, on the occasion of the Mercury Thea-
tre’s revival, his phrases retain their pungency
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and acuteness, but the play weighs somewhat
heavily on an audience to whom the heresies
of 1920 are not an adequate substitute for
more theatrical values. Either Shaw’s ideas
have already been accepted, in which case we
take them too much for granted to be startled
by them, or rejected, in which case they no
longer appall us; in any case, disputation, how-
ever witty, when pursued to the lengths which
Shaw wanders on in Heartbreak House, be-
comes tedious. The master of pamphlet drama
would be doing himself a favor if he per-
mitted, in fact encouraged, cutting his scripts,
instead of categorically forbidding the omis-
sion of a single line.

In the lashing which Shaw administers to
a decadent English bourgeoisie there is clear
evidence of Socialist understanding. The story
of Ellie Dunn’s romantic disillusionment and
subsequent hard-headed maturity is the main
thread on which Shaw strings one demonstra-
tion after another of the fraudulence of human
behavior, the corruption of human relationships
and values in a society governed by the cash
nexus and drifting towards annihilation be-
cause of its own confusion and lethargy. But
it is no less typical of the Fabian evasion of
the necessity of certain dynamic social devel-
opments and upheavals that he leaves his char-
acters facing a future of air-raids and catas-
trophe, with only withering comment on their
bravado and stupidity. Heartbreak House al-
ready contains the seeds of a confusion which
has run wild in the topsy-turvy anarchism of
Too True to Be Good, The Simpleton of the
Unexpected Isles, and other recent plays.

Shaw’s sincere admiration for Chekhov is
evident in his attempt to bend to his own uses
the Russian master’s dramatic technique. But
Chekhov’s subtle style, the perfect expression
and perfect instrument for depicting a par-
ticular class with an emotional and intellectual
character all its own, does not lend itself to
Anglo-Saxon characters engaged in an intellec-
tual controversy. The result, dramatically, is
confusion confounded and, in Orson Welles’
production at least, a definite impression of bur-
lesque. Perhaps, again, this is a result of time.
Today, ensconced in our tabloid theatrical real-
ism, we are apt to find even Chekhov faintly
ridiculous unless played with consummate
deftness and understanding. But one is in-
clined to blame Shaw nevertheless for forcing
an unsuitable style upon his particular type of
thinking. The players at the Mercury are
confronted with all the technical difficulties of
a Chekhovian play for American actors without
anything in the way of spiritual content or
reality of character to sustain them in their
wanderings about the stage, their aimless en-
trances and exits and long drawn out mono-
logues. The result is a mechanically peri-
patetic production; and yet what alternative
is there? If they sat still too long, particularly
in the interminable second act, they- might
really fall asleep, and so might the audience!
George Coulouris comes off best as Boss Man-
gan, a bitingly sardonic characterization on

MARTHA

THE LEAGUE OF MUSIC LOVERS presents f(?r the benefit o’f
the Dance Herald, official publication of the American Dance Assn.
A GALA EVENING OF MUSIC AND DANCE

FRIDAY EVE., MAY 20th, 8:30

CURTIS STRING QUARTET—RUBE TZERKO, pianist \

THREE GREAT SHOWS IN ONE

Tickets: 55¢—83¢c—%$1.10
TOWN HALL. 113 West 43rd Street
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GRAHAM

HIT REVUE OF THE SEASON

with ILGWU Players. Music and Lyrics by Harold J. Rome.
Staged by Charles Friedman

NEW YORK—LABOR STAGE, 106 West 39th St., BR 9-1163.
Evenings §:40; Matinees Wed & Sat. 2:40

BOSTON—Shubert Theatre, May 9 to 28
CHICAGO—Cbhan’s Grand, Opens May 30

GRANVILLE
HICKS e

Laiterary Editor of
NEwW MASSES
will discuss the

‘““American
Literary
Scene—
1938”

Wed., May 18, 8:30 p.m.
at Steinway Hall
113 West 57th Street

@71 /115 15 the last of the series
of lectures by New Masses
editors on

“The Crux of the News”

Admission

35c¢

A GROUP
Seats Now for June, July and August THEATRE
“PINS and NEEDLES” rropUCTION B

“EXCELLENT, MODERN DRAMA.”
—Whipple, World-Telegram.

GOLDEN BOY

By CLIFFORD ODETS

“Odets has written what is by far his
best play.” —FLEXNER, New Masses.
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“The happiest event that the
Cameo Theatre has ever pre-
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A Warner Bros. Picture
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CHESTERS ZUNBARG

DECORATION DAY SPECIALS!

1. Bill Geer and His Troupe. 2. Varled activities.
N 3. Art Films, 4. Splendid Accommodations. 5. Arts
¥ and Crafts. 6. Modern Dance Group. 7. Congenial
Company. 8. Coice Country Menus. 9. TENNIS
and all sports. Write or ’phone:
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Tel.: Fallsburg 53, Woodbourne, N. Y.

ek 4AN'ALL PARTY"CONVENTION

TAVERN| IN THE ADIRONDACKS
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DAY WEEK-END

Friday Nite to Monday After Dinner
THE AGENDA:

® ATHLETICS—TOURNAMENTS

® MUSICALES—PIANO CONCERTS
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@ Reopens Decoration Day Week-end

Beautiful and secluded estate —40 miles
from N. Y., 225 acres of woodland—Moun-
tains—5 miles of paths—Tennis, golf, hand-
ball, swimming and riding, excellent cuisine.
Write early for Decoration Day reservations.
Tel.: Highland Mills 7895. Open All Year.

Management: FANNIE GOLDBERG

SOUTH WIND

A Vacation Sanctuary
away from crowds on a
PRIVATE LAKE
s An_adult camp with hotel

facilities, complete land

and water sports. Dr. Chao-ting Chi,
Berkeley Marionettes, Foreign Film for

DECORATION DAY WEEK-END

Book Early
BEATRICE & MEYER HOWITT
‘Woodbourne, New York
Phone: Fallsburgh 31W; N. Y. Phone: LAckawana 4-4026.

We present a modern cultural environ-
ment for your children. All cabins with
latest improvements. Reasonable rates. For
full information write or call for booklet.

JACOB |. DOROSHKIN, Director
432 East 16th Street New York City
GRamercy 3-6454

Camp NI

BEACON, N. Y. Beacon 731

SPORTS—GOOD FOOD—DANCING
Hotel Accommodations

$ 17 rer week $3 Per Day

City Offices: EStabrook 8-1400.
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which Shaw has lavished his powers of ridi-
cule. Mady Christians gives a brilliant per-
formance as Mrs. Hushabye, a role which is
trying in its lack of direction and which she
masters by the sheer verve of her personality
and the tempered skill of a Continentally
trained actress. ELEANOR FLEXNER.

The Potemkin

Once More

UNNY thing about the Soviet film

industry: they’ve stopped making B pic-
tures. The last half-dozen cans to come from
the shelves of Amkino have been first .rate
pictures and two of them great pictures.
Young Pushkin, The Ballad of The Cossack
Golota, Ski Battalion, Peter the First, Lenin
in October, and now, Lonely W hite Sail, are
impressive evidence that, while Hollywood’s
topless towers are cracking at the seams, the
Russians have something sane and solid.

The new exhibit at the Cameo is from
Valentin Katayev’s novel and screen story of
the aftermath of the revolt on the imperial
armored cruiser Potemkin, in the harbor of
Odessa in 1905. Two small boys, Gavrik, the
fisherman, and Petia, son of a schoolteacher,
become involved in shielding from czarist
spies, a fugitive sailor named Zhukov.

Gavrik, a towhead with innocent blue eyes
and plenty of guile, forestalls the Czar’s offi-
cers until the revolutionary committee is be-
sieged in one of the clifflike apartments along
the bluffs of the Black Sea; then his bour-
geois playmate, Petia, who loves to declaim
Lermontov, becomes a little soldier of the
revolution. Gavrik is the local master of the
alley game called “lugs,” in which a metal lug
is thrown at a row of buttons; a button is won
when it is made to jump into the air. Gavrik
has victimized the tyro, Petia, to the point
where the boy is hopelessly in debt.

The czarist forces have isolated and sur-
rounded the besieged revolutionists, who are
running out of ammunition. Gavrik tries to
take some bullets through to them, but the
guards stop him. He goes to Petia, who wears
the cadets’ uniform of the high school, and
forces him to become his slave for the bad debt.
He fills the unsuspecting Petia’s knapsack with
bullets and sees him through the lines and into
a backstairs approach to the revolutionist’s
position. ‘The workers are forced to retreat
over rooftops, dragging Petia along. After a
day of guerrilla fighting on rooftops, Petia,
dazed and dirty, goes back home. He walks
in on a pretty nursery party for his kid
brother’s birthday. Petia lies on his bed, near
hysteria, when his father starts to discipline
him for stripping all the buttons of .the house-

_hold. The father takes two sacks of bullets
from his knapsack and, thinking they are lugs,
throws them in the stove, despite Petia’s hor-
rified warning. ‘The stovelids blow off and
noodles drip from the ceiling as Petia faints.

NEW MASSES

Next Week!

a 3-STAR* * xISSUE

Special Discount
... Ten Copies forsl

v PERCE DEBATE

Full text of the recent debate at Madi-
son Square Garden on “Should the U. S.
Government Join in Concerted Action
Against the Fascist States?” YES, by
Earl Browder, secretary, Communist
Party, U. S. A. NO, by Frederick J.
Libby, secretary, National Council for
Prevention of War. In a special supple-
ment.

% “REDS™ AT WORK

The Communist Party holds its Na-
tional Convention in New York this
week. Ruth McKenny tells, informally
and authentically, who they are, what
they do, how they work.

v MORE On mMostow

An American chemist tells of his per-
sonal experiences in the Soviet Union
with Chernoff, Reingold and others of
the wreckers recently convicted of treason.

This is an issue that should be in the
hands of every person who's interested
in peace and progress. The special dis-
count will be given on bundle orders to
organizations, or if you prefer, send us $1
and the names of ten friends and we’ll
mail them the issue direct. Let them see
for themselves why thousands call

il

America’s_
Indispensable
Weekly

NEW MASSES, 31 East 27th Street, New York City

Enclosed is $........ copies

of New Masses 3-Star issue, dated May 24.
(If they are to be sent to separate addresses,
list names on separate paper and attach to
this coupon.
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g;g STUDENT TOUR

i
ALL
EUROPE— $ 695 EXPENSE

Visiting 7 Countries (Tourist on
steamer, 2nd Class in Europe)

Oonducted by Mrs. Eda Leventhal
and Dr. Edward Cohen

SOVIET STUDY TOUR
Conducted by Dr. Kurt Rosenfeld
Also a number of Domestic Tours
Special arrangement for teachers

Ask or call for literature
11 Union Sq., N. Y. ALgonquin 4-1500
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS ‘
Elevation 900 feet, 52 miles from New York.
balmce of rest and play. Accommodations for fiftty Boys and
Girls 4 to 12. Nurse. Cottages. Booklet.
©/0Dr. Warlin, 1377 Lexington Ave., N. Y. C. SAcramento 2-4285
After May 15 write to

LOWER BERKSHIRES
Swimming,
boating, fishing, priva.te lake, arts, crafts, ed staff, Cue{ul
LENA STEINBERG
Camp Indra, Brewster Hill Rd., Brewster, N. Y.

Maytime Is Playtime at

| |
BLUE MOUNTA!SN LODGE
s20 e AND m’Day $7 Days

Seasonal arrangements for families
ADJACENT DAY CAMP PRIVILEGES FOR CHILDREN

One

PEEKSKILL Phone 1403 N. Y.
LAKEWOOD MODERN SCHOOL CAMP
CARMEL, NEW YORK

( near Lake Carmel, Rte 52)
A progressive camp for boys and girls
from four to fourteen years of age.
Information and reservations write or phone
JAMES and NELLIE DICK, 53 Hamilton Terrace, N. Y. C.

Phone EDgecombe 4-6259 After June Ist: Carmel 334.
".I.'I'u WATCHUNG MOUNTAINS
CAMP H OF NEW JERSEY

PROGRESSIVE CAMP FOR
BOYS AND GIRLS 4-13

Head Counselor: Norman Studer (on the staff of the Little
Red School House): Rate: $200 for July and August.

For information:

Call NEwtown 9-3649 between 6 and 8 P. M., or
write Norman Studer, 3965—43 St.,, L. I. C,, N. Y.

FOR COMPLETE RELAXATION

VINEYARD LODGE

ULSTER PARK, NEW YORK
“Garden Spot of Ulster County”
Where peace and tranquillity reign supreme, Modern
hotel midst beautiful orchards, vineyards and
woodland, All sports, solariums, swimming, social
activities. Speclal June Rates, $16 per Week.
J. ROSENTHAL, Kingston 8430

“GOINGS-ON”

EVERY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
Dancing to Continental Orchestra. Variety Cabaret,
Revue. Every night, table tennis, chess, checkers,
dancing. Friday night lectures. Adm. Sat. 40c; Sun.,
85¢; weekdays, 25c.

MIDTOWN SOCIAL CENTER AND MUSIC HALL,
846 Seventh Avenue (54th Street)

Inviting YOU to The Book and Magazine Guild’s
Anniversary Dance, Fri. Eve., May 13th, at 8:30.
Hotel Center, 108 W. 43rd St. Tickets in advance, 75c,
from Guild’s Office, 69 Lexington Ave.; at door, $1.00.

PHILADELPHIA: MUSIC & SOCIETY; series of
Fri. evenings with ANTHONY BYRNES, May to
June, 8:30 p. m. Single admission, 25c. Philadelphia
Music Center, 310 Juniper B8t., Philadelphia, Pa.
ALL PROCEEDS FOR BENEFIT NEW MASSES.

ANALYSIS OF THE NEWS OF THE WEEK every
Sunday night, 8:30 p. m. Workers School, 2nd floor,
35 East 12th Street. Admission, 20c.

NEW MASSES LECTURE: ‘“American Literary
Scene—1938,” by Granville Hicks, Wed., May 18, 8:30
p. m. Steinway Hall, 113 West 57th St.

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers

The dramatic contrasts of these two episodes
are handled with subtlety and suspense.

Two Moscow schoolboys play the leads.
Under the direction of V. Legoshin, they prove
again how effective honest child-portraits can
be in the films. Alexander Melnikov, who
was the memorable sailor of Baltic Deputy,
repeats as Zhukov of the Potembkin.

The picture begins slowly but the climaxes
are taken with gripping suspense. Not only
are Petia and Gavrik real kids but they convey
class implications as well. The bright, sensi-
tive schoolmaster’s boy, typical of the best of
the middle class, and Gavrik, the resourceful,
tough working-class kid, work in harmony to
aid the revolution. Don’t miss this film.

DisNEY’s NEw sUBJEcT, Lonesome Ghosts,
playing at the Music Hall, is his best caprice
since Mickey, the Magician. Four blasé
phantoms, whose noses are red from a hard
winter of hitting the bottle, see an announce-
ment in the paper that Mickey, Donald, and
Pluto the Pup have opened a ghost-exter-
mination agency. They lure the exterminators
to the haunted house and the Disney antics
begin. A new surrealist sense of humor ap-
pears, a pictorial non sequitur as crazy as the
prose of S. J. Perelman. The ghosts are the

shades of departed burlesque comedians with

green derbies, loony smiles, and a fiendish in-
ventiveness in harassing our little friends.
Donald is chasing one of the spooks who dives
through the floor, leaving a jagged hole. As
Donald pulls up short, the floor miraculously
becomes whole, changes into a pool of water;
the ghost comes to the surface in a bathing
suit, blows a stream of water in Donald’s
face, and, holding his nose, goes down into
the water, and the water becomes floor again.
I blame this marvelous stuff on the college-
comics editors Disney has been hiring of late.

Supporting Mickey Mouse at the Music
Hall is a farce called Joy of Living with Irene
Dunne and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. Gene
Towne and Graham Baker, the gagsters, have
robbed a lot of comedy graves to assemble
these dry bones. The funniest scene is one of
Miss Dunne getting plastered in a German
beer garden, which may give you an idea how
fresh the rest of it is. Aside to Messrs. Towne
and Baker: I think that quacking noise is
funny when delivered by Donald Duck but
not when it is rendered by Fairbanks, Jr.

If anyone should bring to town another
French drama about czarist Russia, I promise
my readers a noble silence. Moscow Nights,
the newest of the genre, at the Fifth Avenue
Playhouse, differs from The Volga Boatman
and Dark Eyes in that Harry Baur instead
of Vanel of the Comédie Francaise is the
drunken bourgeois, floundering around in his
private room with a gypsy orchestra. Anna-
bella, since a victim of the Hollywood snatch
racket, and Pierre-Richard Willm, the Alpine

“guide of Un Carnet de Bal, are the girl and

the

son, respectively.

handsome-officer-unjustly-accused-of-trea-
James Ducan.

31

CLASSIFIED ADS 40c a line

6 words in a line 8 lines minimum

VERMONT
JUNE is lilac blossom time in Vermont. Enjoy
a vacation of peace & beauty with a small roup. $12
to $15wk. Write Ethan Allen Farm, R. F. D. 2, Chester, Vt.
VACATION CAMP
CAMP FOLLOWERS OF THE TRAIL
Located at Westchester Park Reservations. Ideal

place for vacation and week-ending. Pleasant sur-
roundings. Wholesale food, $13 per week. By train,
N. Y. Central to Peekskill Fare, T75c. Write:
Buchanan, New York. Phone: Peekskill 2879.

BUNGALOWS

BEST BUNGALOWS
DOUGLAS BEST, Proprietor
Valley Cottage, New York (near Nyack)
Young People’s Colony (no children) 1 hour out.
West Shore R. R. 45 minutes Washington Bridge.
Pool 50 x 100, handball, tennis, baseball & basketball,
community hall, spacious grounds. Tel.: Congers 317.

FURNISHED ROOMS, Brooklyn, Manhattan

MANHATTAN BEACH HOTEL
87 Minutes from Times Square
Live in this modern fire-proof hotel
away from city noise. Singles, $8.50 weekly up.
SHeepshead 3-3000.

PRIVATE HOME: Perry St. Will share. Separate
entrance. Charmingly furnished. To rent year round.
All conveniences. Facing garden. Kitchen privileges.
Man or woman. Box 1537, ¢/o New Masses.

309 WEST 71st ST. (Apt. 4A) Duplex apartment; 3
rooms; terrace. To share with third girl. Reasonable
ENDICOTT 2-8764

206 WEST 104th ST. (51) Large front room, elevator,

subways; small refined family; only guest; board
optional; young man.
APARTMENT TO SUB-LET

2% FULLY FURNISHED modern rooms, Manhattan.
Yard, refrigerator. May 15 to September 15. $40.
References. CH 3-4010, Ext. 2.

FOR SALE

PLOT GROUND, overlooking YValley. Half mile
from Parkway, on dirt road. $800. Horn, Croton Ave.,
Peekskill, N. Y. Phone 1974-W.

WANTED

ENERGETIC PROGRESSIVES
everywhere to represent new, unique Modern Age
Book Service. Reader response has far surpassed
expectations. Full or part time representatives can
earn steady incomes doing interesting work.

Write or call Howard Byrne, Suite 1304,
155 East 44th Street, N. Y. C. MU. 2

IMPORTANT FILMS

DO MORE THAN PRAY FOR SPAIN & CHINA
Organize sentiment with movies! Raise money with
movies! “SPANISH EARTH,” “CHINA STRIKES
BAC “AUSTRIA VANISHES.” §65 worth of
movies now reduced to $30. A full evening’s program.

Phone for booking to
GARRISON FILMS, CI 6-4868, 1609 Broadway, N. Y. C.

LISLE HOSIERY—N. Y. C.

FOR PEACE & STYLE MARCH IN LISLE
First Quality Full Fashioned Chiffon made in U. 8. A.
‘Wholesale, 3 pairs $1.65. Mesh 3 pairs $2.25 (plus
postage 10c). Stella Hosiery Mills, 1182 B’way (28 St.)

INSURANCE

‘Whatever your needs—PAUL CROSBIE, established
since 1908—FRIJQUENT SAVINGS, 135 "William St.,
N. Y. C. Tel.: BEekman 3-5262.

CAMP SUPPLIES

TENTS, COTS, BLANKETS, complete line of camp,

travel, hiking outfits. Slacks, shorts, sweaters, shirts,

breeches, shoes, hammocks, etc. Lowest Prices.
HUDSON ARMY & NAVY STORE

105 Third Avenue Corner 13th Street New York

MAILING SERVICE

COMPLETE MAILING SERVICE. We are prepared
to handle your Printing, Multigraphing, Mimeograph-
ing and Mailing needs. Quick service, low prices,
any quantities. MAILERS ADVERTISING SERVICE,
121 West 42nd Street, N. Y. C. BRyant 9-5053.

VOLUNTEERS
VOLUNTEER clerical workers to help in New Masses

circulation campaign. Call at 31 East 27th Street,
Room 42, N. Y. C

2-8490

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers




VALE VALE

WYFIPs?

Whiperacker Charlie sums up Sub drive
and gives some hinits for Summer

WELL, friends, there’ll be no diploma for Charlie at
this WYFIP Commencement. We didn’t quite make the

5000 grade. The final figure is just 4721.

Aside from the little letdown of not making 100 per cent
on the quota we set, I think that’s a damn good showing.
Do you know any other magazine in the country whose
readers work for it like that? Does it make you proud
to belong to such a gang? Are you glad to be a WYFIP?

(Pause for applause, cheers, and shouts of “Sure surel!l”)

You can prove it by carrying on. Get those 279 new
subs first and finish up this 5000 job. Then check up on

the friends you WYFIPed into subscribing. See how
they’re liking the magazine by now. Remind them about
renewing, and this time make it a year.

Then work on the people you meet this summer. If you
think they’d like NEW MASSES, get them to read it. I
admit you’ll meet some that are hopeless. But then I re-
member how I seemed thataway myself a summer or so
ago, till That Girl Charline (see page 26) opened my eyes
to the facts of life by making me read NEW MASSES.

The World Moves ALL Summer

So don’t let up (or do I mean down) this summer. Re-
member the world moves on through June, July and
August, even as in December. Where it moves to depends
on how many of us go off into a vacuum and call it a vaca-
tion. Avoid the vacuum wherever you go for NEW MASSES
America’s indispensable weekly is going places too!

Letters from London

Regular monthly letters from (1) R. PALME DUTT,
world-famous political scientist, editor of London’s Labour
Monthly, author of World Politics: 1918-1936; (2) FRANK
PITCAIRN, outstanding political writer, correspondent

for the London Daily Worker; (8) C. DAY LEWIS, bril-
liant young poet and novelist, author of Starting Point,
who will write of the literary scene.

Literary Section

Appears every month, as separate section, at no extra
cost. Contains fiction, critical articles, verse, by finest left-
wing writers today, which means finest writers anywhere.
Edited by Michael Gold, Horace Gregory, Granville Hicks,
Joshua Kunitz.

Little Business Man

A statistical and human analysis of who he is, where he
stands, what can be done about the fact that 64 per cent
of him now make an average of less than $600 a year.

Timely Topics

More good things on the fire than can be announced defi-
nitely this far ahead. Need I remind you of the clearcut
editorial comment and timely reports by correspondents
all over the world that give you a dependable key to the
week’s world news? Or of the reviews of new books, plays,
films, that a well-informeéd person wants to know about on
or off his vacation?

With that ammunition for the summer, here goes the ghost
of Charlie Crawfut—but I'll keep my good left eye on you
through Charline’s column inside. I’ve told her how
responsive you were so don’t let her down, will youse?

Yours lately, but no longer,

Ezxz-Master Hounder of the wonderful WYFIPs

* Win Your Friends and Influence People to Subscribe to

NEW MASSES

Key to the Week’s World News
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