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THIS IS OUR LAST APPEAL

AST week we asked: “How would you like to end this NEw
MassEs financial drive?” And this week we make our final
appeal to you in this space. Receipts up to last Saturday toward
our $20,000 goal totaled $15,465.45. When the campaign started
last February, it was a life and death matter for NEw MaAssEs.
Now there remains only $4534.55 to go. _
Space in our magazine is valuable to us and to you. Every inch
that we consume with financial appeals robs us of some of this space.
We want to use this page to tell you more about what we are doing
and planning, more about our contributors, more about the thou-
sand-and-one happenings intimately connected with NEw MaAssEs
and with you.
From now on we will print only the box-score of the financial

drive. We'll let you know how near we are to the $20,000 fund
that is indispensable for the security of NEw Massks for the next
year. All we need is a final push to reach the goal. We depend on
you and we have no doubts that we will get that essential $20,000.

This is the way to do it:

We have sent coin cards to every NEw MAssEs subscriber. If
each subscriber fills the card and sends it to us this week, we should
reach our goal. Those readers who have not received coin cards, or
who think they can fill a second card, can get get them by writing
to 31 East 27th Street, New York City.

Your response to the drive has given us new confidence. But
it is time to end this drive. You can do it by an immediate answer
to this, our final appeal.

BETWEEN

York City, on Wednesday evening,

'URSELVES

~

Anna Louise Strong, author

picture critic for Esquire. . . . Mois-

ROBERT Morss LoveTT, Professor of
English Literature at the Uni-
versity of Chicago and an editor of
the New Republic, will be the chair-
man of the Earl Browder-Frederick
J. Libby debate at Madison Square
Garden, Wednesday evening, May 4.

Since the debate between Frederick
J. Libby and Earl Browder has been
scheduled for May 4, the lecture by
Granville Hicks on “Proletarian Lit-
erature Today,” scheduled for the
same evening, has been postponed.
Mr. Hicks’ lecture will be held on
Wednesday evening, May 18.

Organizations buying twenty or
more tickets for the Earl Browder-
Frederick J. Libby debate are being
offered a liberal discount by New
Masses. Call Tiba Garlin, New
Masses office, CAledonia 5-3076 for
detailed information.

Lively enthusiasm for the first New
Masses ball in" Los Angeles history
is reported by’ our West Coast rep-
resentative, Alfred O’Malley. He
writes: ‘“The tremendous turnout for
the recent anti-fascist Thomas Mann
mass meeting — 7000 people —is an
index of the great progressive move-
ment here—a movement which is
also excited over the prospect of the
first NEw Masses ball outside New
York. For example, there is already
a considerable ticket sale in the movie
colony.” Details about the affair are
given in the ad on page 28.

The American League for Peace
and Democracy is inaugurating a
series of radio broadcasts on Thurs-
day evenings at 9 p.m. over WMCA
in New York. The series will be
called “Voices for Peace,” and among
those who will participate in the near
future are Hanns Eisler and Ernst
Toller.

Uncle Tom’s Children, by Richard
Wright, the winner of Story Maga-
zine’s national contest for W.P.A.
writers, reviewed in NEw MAsses of
March 29, is the Book Union selec-
tion for April.

Bruce Minton will speak on “Labor
Faces the 1938 Elections” at the
Roger Smith, 40 E. 41st St., New

April 20.

Who's Who

J oHN T. BERrNARD, Farmer-Labor
Congressman from Minnesota,
has appeared in New Masses before,

of China’s Millions, I Change
Worlds, and other books, is an au-
thority on China and the Soviet
Union. She has recently returned
from China. . . . Meyer Levin, a
former newspaperman, is the author
of The Old Bunch. He is motion-
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saye Olgin is editor of the Jewish
Morning Freiheit. A new book by
him, Russian Rewolution: A Story of
Tawenty Years, will be published in
May by Modern Age Books. . . .
Margaret Schlauch, an editor of
Science and Society is asociate pro-
fessor of English at New York Uni-
versity. . . . Samuel Bernstein, author
of Beginnings of Marxian Socialism
in France, has recently published two
articles on “Babeuf and Babeuvism”
in Science and Society. . . . Eugene
Holmes is a member of the faculty at
Howard University.

The sculpture of Maurice Glick-
man, reproduced on page 22, is on
view at the W.P.A. Federal Art
Project Exhibition of sculpture at the
Federal Art Gallery in New York
City. The exhibition closes April 16.
.« . Del is the creator of one of the
country’s few really top-notch cartoon
strips—“Little Lefty,” which appears
in the Daily and Sunday Worker.

Flashbacks

PAUL REVERE, whose name was bor-
rowed by those who recently rode
the cushions to ‘Washington to stop
progress, made his midnight ride on
horseback, April 19, 1775, calling on
Americans to defend themselves
against reaction. That day a pitched
battle at Lexington marked the be-
ginning of this country’s First Rev-
olution, and exactly eight years later,
April 18, 1783 victory having been
won, Washington proclaimed hostil-
ities at an end. . . . The poet Byron,
head of an International Brigade
supporting the Greek struggle for in-
dependence, died of a fever Apail 19.
1824, “My wealth, my abiliues I de-
voted to her cause,” he said of sub-
ject Greece before dying. ... “How
do I feel to be out? I feel exactly
like the expression on my face,” said
beaming Charles Krumbein, New
York District organizer of the Com-
munist Party who was released from
fourteen and a half months in a fed-
eral penitentiary on April 17, 1936.
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Robert Patterson

America’s Guilt in Spain
An Editorial

their lives in the recent fighting in Spain there ought

to be placed a simple epitaph: Killed by the Neu-
trality Act. This is no mere figure of speech; it is grim,
inescapable truth. The guns of the fascist invaders are
today killing American boys, their bombers are murdering
helpless women and children, their legions are overrun-
ning the soil of the Spanish Republic, thanks to the Euro-
pean ‘non-intervention pact” and to our own Neutrality
Act which, in violation of all international law, have de-
nied arms to the legitimate government of Spain while per-
mitting tons of material for Franco to pour in from fascist
Germany, Italy, and other sources. Ina letter to Secretary
of State Hull, Paul J. Kern, head of the New York Civil
Service Commission and chairman of the Lawyers’ Com-
mittee on American Relations with Spain, declared:

OVER the graves of the Americans who have lost

Our committee feels that the embargo legislation enacted by the
United States government has directly contributed towards, and is
partly responsible for, the present critical condition of the Spanish
government and its people.

And the day after this was made public the German
freighter Bochum, was reported to be loading at Philadel-
phia twenty thousand aerial bombs which undoubtedly will
be transshipped to Franco—with the blessings of the
Neutrality Act.

The Neutrality Law and the embargo on Spain are
founded on the philosophy that as between the fascist ag-
gressor and the country defending itself against aggression,
the United States must take no sides, but, on the contrary,
must bar arms and loans to both the well-armed gangster
and his poorly armed victim. In this way, it is claimed,
we will be completely neutral and will reduce the
chances of involvement in this or any future conflict. Since
the passage of the Neutrality Act on May 1, 1937, the
whole fallacious philosophy on which it is based has been
publicly repudiated by President Roosevelt—what else was
the meaning of his famous Chicago speech of October §,
in which he called for quarantining the aggressors and
warned that “there is no escape through mere isolation or
neutrality” ? It has been repudiated by the State Depart-
ment—what other interpretation can be placed on the
government’s failure to invoke the act in the Far Eastern
war, on its branding Japan as the aggressor, and on Sec-
retary Hull’s speech before the National Press Club on
March 17?7 And this philosophy has, as far as Spain is con-

cerned, been repudiated by the American people—there
can be no other conclusion from the Gallup Poll which
shows no less than 75 percent of our people favoring the
loyalist cause.

And yet this repudiated pro-fascist law continues to
stand on the statute books, despite promises of hearings to
consider revision or repeal, despite the mounting protest of
telegrams, letters, and delegations, despite the agony of
Spain where Americans and Spaniards are giving their
lives for the ideals on which our own republic was founded.

How long will Americans continue to wear this sign of
Cain before the entire world? How long will we permit
our foreign policy to be determined by Hitler, Mussolini,
the Japanese militarist-fascist cabal, Chamberlain, and our
own Hearsts and Father Coughlins? For that is exactly
the shameful situation into which the spurious “neutrality”
policy has led us. Those who prate piously about “no en-
tangling alliances” have succeeded in entangling us with
the infamous “non-intervention pact” and with the Cham-
berlain policy of selling out democracy to the fascist ag-
gressors. And in the Far Eastern crisis the Neutrality Act
has actually left American foreign policy to be dictated by
the Japanese warmakers—should Japan declare war on
China, it would cause the automatic invocation of the act
no matter what the desires of the Roosevelt administration
and the American people might be.

Dismayed at the disastrous consequences of the opera-
tion of the Neutrality Law in the Spanish conflict, certain
of the liberals and pacifists who have been among its most
ardent defenders have begun to raise timorous voices in
behalf of lifting the arms embargo against Spain. The
New Republic in its April 6 issue adopts this position while
at the same time insisting on the invocation of the act in
the Sino-Japanese war. Even such meager and faltering
half-steps away from ‘“neutrality” are to be welcomed. Yet
the New Republic and those for whom it speaks still refuse
to recognize that the Spanish embargo is the child of the
isolationist philosophy to which they stubbornly cling. They
still fail to see that the Neutrality Act imposes an embargo
not only on Spain, but on world democracy, and is a menace
to the peace and security of the United States. And they
fail to understand that the driving forces behind isolation-
ism are not the New Republic, not the pacifist groups, not

‘the Bruce Blivens and Frederick Libbys and Mavericks

and LaFollettes, but big-business reaction and fascism at
home and abroad. A Rome despatch by James M. Minifie



in the New York Herald-Tribune of December 19, 1937,
stated: ‘

It is clearly realized here that disregard of the American flag
and of American lives and property by the Japanese is more likely
than anything else to stir America out of her isolationism.

This is the last event Italy wants to see, for her plans are based
on the United States remaining aloof from world affairs. So long
as the United States need not be taken into consideration, the mem-
bers of the anti-Comintern pact—Italy, Germany, and Japan—feel
they can handle any development, for their strength is so strate-
gically distributed about the world that there is little England,
France, and Russia can do, even supposing England and Russia
ocould be brought to work together.

Thus, the policy which the liberal isolationists advocate
is the very policy which Hitler, Mussolini, and the Mikado
desire the United States to follow. And should it not be a
. cause of grave concern to Congressman Maverick, who
has fought so well for the cause of progress on many
domestic issues, to learn that the members of Congress who
are most frequently and approvingly quoted by the regi-
mented Japanese press are, according to the New York
Times of February 16, “Representatives Joseph B. Shan-
non of Missouri, Hamilton Fish of New York, George H.
Tinkham of Massachusetts, Maury Maverick of Texas,
and Henry C. Luckey of Nebraska, and Senators Gerald
P. Nye of North Dakota, Hiram W. Johnson of Cali-
fornia, and Willilam E. Borah of Idaho”?

Isolation is really a misnomer and an economic and polit-
ical delusion. The issue is not collective security versus
“isolation,” but the policy of collective efforts to maintain

peace by the peace-seeking peoples and governments of the -

capitalist democracies and the Socialist democracy of the
Soviet Union versus the policy of collective aggression and
war by the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo axis and its reactionary
collaborators in all countries. This is the alternative facing
humanity.

Except for the half-hearted and inadequate League of
Nations sanctions against Italy in the Ethiopian conflict,
collective security has never really been tried. And let it be
remembered that those who today insist that collective
economic measures to halt fascist aggression will mean
war are the very ones who in 1935 shouted that League
sanctions—which were collective economic measures—
would mean war. But Mussolini, being less naive than
some of our liberal friends, did not go to war against the
fifty-odd governments that voted sanctions. -

On the other hand, what are the achievements of isola-
tion, of the policy of divided action and retreat before the
aggressor which the capitalist democracies of Europe and
America have been pursuing? Look at the record: two
wars now raging on two continents; the independence of
one country, Austria, extinguished, and at least four
others, Spain, China, Czechoslovakia, and Lithuania,
threatened with a similar fate; Hitler become the bully of
Europe; the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo axis assuming dominance
in Brazil and other Latin American countries; and the
entire world brought to the brink of catastrophe /¥ hat
reason is there to suppose that the same policy will in the
future not bear the same and even more terrible fruit?
As Secretary Hull said in his speech before the National
Press Club: “Isolation is not a means to security; it is a
fruitful source of insecurity.”

In his opening message to the present session of Con-
gress, President Roosevelt promised the American people
that he would not let them down. That pledge certainly
covers foreign as well as domestic policy. One can appre-
ciate the difficultiés involved in attempting to secure a re-
versal of the Neutrality Act, yet the fact remains that the
administration has done precious little to implement the
splendid words of Roosevelt’s Chicago speech. And only
a few days after Hull’s excellent National Press Club ad-
dress, the administration forces, yielding to reactionary
pressure, canceled the hearings on the O’Connell Peace
Bill and other measures designed to translate into law the
Roosevelt-Hull statements and throw the weight of Amer-
ica actively on the side of peace. In the words of Ray-
mond Leslie Buell, president of the Foreign Policy Asso-
ciation:

A policy of verbally inveighing against aggression, and yet in fact
giving aid to aggressors is wholly incomprehensible. To protect the
interests of the United States and the good name of the American
people, this policy should be changed.

This means: repeal the Neutrality Act. Make the Chi-
cago speech the policy of the American government. The
peril to American and world democracy calls for the fol-
lowing program:

1. The President should immediately exercise the discretionary
powers vested in him by the Neutrality Act and lift the Spanish
embargo. No congressional action is necessary for this.

2. Hearings should be held by the House Foreign Affairs Com-

"mittee on proposals to create a genuine peace policy for the United

States, based on the Chicago speech and not on the wishes of Hitler,
Mussolini, the Mikado, Hearst, Coughlin, Hoover, et al. This pol-
icy should distinguish between the aggressor and the victim of
aggression; it should provide for embargoing arms, loans, credits,
and war materials of every type to the former while making them
available to the latter; it should be designed to uphold the Kellogg-
Briand Pact and the Nine-Power Treaty which are part of our
traditional national policy.

3. In accordance with the above, the United States should take
the initiative in establishing cobperation of all the peace-seeking
peoples and governments along the same lines. Such initiative would
undoubtedly have a powerful effect in England. It would strengthen
the opposition to the treacherous Chamberlain policy, and, should
the Tory Cabinet persist in its pro-fascist course, might very well be
an important factor in ousting it.

With the world aflame, this is no time for temporizing.
Let the American people speak in a voice that the members
of Congress, the President, and the State Department can-
not ignore. To those who say, when the blood of Spain
cries from the ground, ““Am I my brother’s keeper?” let
the answer be: my brother is myself. Democracy cannot
die in any part of the world without death being brought
nearer to the door of American democracy. Peace cannot
be assaulted anywhere without America’s peace being
sapped and shaken.

Mr. President: will you keep faith with your Chicago
speech, with peace and democracy—with the American
people?

We call on our readers to wire or write at once to Presi-
dent Roosevelt, Secretary Hull, and Chairman Sam M-
Reynolds of the House Foreign A ffairs Committee, urging
action on the above program. Wipe the sign of Cain from
American democracy!

NEW MASSES
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Labor Unity and the Elections

By Congressman J. T. Bernard

4 radio address oever the Columbia network,
March 22..

RIENDS of the radio audience, as a
Fworker I speak this afternoon to my fel-

low workers of America, organized and
unorganized, workers from the farms, the
mills, the factories, and the mines. As a Far-
mer-Labor congressman, I speak to all progres-
sive people who make common cause with
workers and for other citizens, labor has won
face our democracy.

You all know that in the last two years
American labor has marched ahead. It has
swept four million- unorganized workers into
the trade-union ranks. The walls of open-shop
fortresses have come tumbling down when
labor blew the trumpet for union recognition.
In many industries, wage increases, union con-
tracts, and better working conditions testify to
victories on the economic front.

Not only for itself but also for non-union
workers and for other citizens labor has won
recognition. Where it organized, it imple-
mented the Bill of Rights. It ripped the pad-
lock off the halls and meeting places in many
company towns, opening them to free discus-
sion of issues vital to all progressives. In en-
forcing the rights guaranteed it in the Wagner
Act, labor enforced for millions of Americans
the right of free speech and free assembly.

And, finally, labor made itself a force to be
reckoned with in American political life.

You all know this, and you know also that
disunity in its own ranks has become a brake
on the even greater forward strides of which
labor is capable.

All kinds of people are busy explaining and
deploring the split between the A. F. of L.
and the C.1.O. Enemies of labor make a great
show of sorrow over labor’s quarrels and offer
condolence -and advice. They have dressed up
as the chief mourners, ready to go to what they
hope will be labor’s funeral.

True friends of labor hesitate to speak. They
recognize that the means by which the two or-
ganizations can reconcile their differences must
be found by those organizations themselves.
The solution cannot be packaged in cello-
phane and delivered with the compliments of
an outsider.

In spite of my reticence about interfering in
a family matter, I believe that there is one as-
pect of the problem on which I have a right to
speak. More, as a representative of the Far-
mer-Labor Party from a great progressive
state, it is my plain duty to speak of labor’s
part in the coming elections where progress and
reaction will meet at the polls.

Solid behind President Roosevelt in 1936,

American labor answered the threats of Lan-~

don, Hearst, and the Liberty League. It voted

for progress. And it won. Today that victory
is seriously jeopardized. A defeat for the New
Deal and for labor in 1938 would go far to
wipe out the gains symbolized by the Wagner
Act, the Social Security Act, and the Works
Progress Administration, inadequate as those
measures are. It would restore the reaction-
aries to power in the state, the local communi-
ties and Congress.

But this would be no mere return to 1929.
It would signalize something far worse—a long
step toward fascism in America. The reac-
tionaries of today are more ruthless and more

. desperate than they were when Hooverism was
in flower. They will stop at nothing to break
the back of the trade-union movement, which
is the bulwark of democracy. They will stop
at nothing in the effort to solve the problem
of depression in their own way, by making the
workers foot the bill.

You have only to look at the voting record
of tory representatives and senators to see what
a tory majority would mean. It would mean,
at the best, drastic relief cuts; at the worst, no
federal relief laws or their repeal altogether
(remember the attack on social security in the
1936 elections). Federal housing projects

would go by the boards. The utility companies
would ride high, wide, and handsome. There

“That's Senator Bluefish. He just stopped being a rubber stamp for F.D.R.”

would be a return to peonage for farm tenants
and to bankruptcy for some farmers. The
Wagner Act would be perverted to conform to
the Vandenberg amendments and the program
of the National Manufacturers Association. It
would become a Magna Charta for company
unions and a death warrant for free trade-
unionism. There would be an open hunting sea-
son for strikebreakers and company thugs,
armed with machine guns and tear-gas bombs.
Civil liberties would be curtailed and strikes
outlawed. We should have all America made
over to fit the Jersey City pattern.

Wild exaggeration? I am afraid not. Our
economic problems are already acute, and the
recession continues to recede still further. No
program has yet been adopted for “equalizing”
the burdens of economic crisis. They weigh
with crushing force upon the shoulders of the
common people.

Those who cry the loudest about hard times
are hurt the least by them. There is the clas-
sic example of the General Motors Corp. rest-
ing in the comfortable cushion of a $300,000,-
000 reserve fund. General Motors’ Mr. Knud-
sen called in the press to watch him bounce
thirty thousand General Motors workers out of
their jobs. Newspapermen were there for the
express purpose of hearing Mr. Knudsen an-

N
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nounce to the fired men that “this hurts me
more than it does you.” The little comedy had
a political plot—it was staged to tell the nation
that reduced taxes and no more union contracts
were the ransom General Motors demanded
for keeping men at work.

Congress echoes with the wailing of those
spokesmen for monopoly who claim to be the
victims of a Roosevelt-made depression. But,
like General Motors, most of the wailers are
well-cushioned. It is the workers and the far-
mers who are hurt. If you doubt it, compare
the profit sheets of the trusts and monopolies
with the bankruptcy petitions of little business-
men. Or compare the idle dollars which so-
called “lack of confidence” keeps idle, with the
fourteen million workers who have: lost both
confidence and jobs.

In times like these it is clear that big busi-
ness has the upper hand. It has vast reserves
to fall back upon. Workers have only their
organized strength to protect their wages and
their jobs. Now, business and its political
henchmen seek to use their advantage to win
a greater power, the political power that will
block all progressive legislation, and to let
them pass through the depression scot free.

That is why the 1938 elections are so vitally
important to labor and to all progressives.
The task of holding on to the gains already
made and of pushing forward to new gains
would be difficult under any circumstances.
The depression has added to its difficulties.
Disunity in the ranks of labor threatens dis-
aster.

There have been local elections already that
show too plainly what can happen. The A. F.
of L. and the C.I.O. enter the field, not as
political allies, but as bitter foes. They put
up opposing slates. They smear each other’s
candidates. Thousands of middle-class and
professional people, the logical supporters of
progress, become distrustful of both labor can-
didates and throw their votes to the reaction-
ary whom everybody has forgotten to expose.
The A.F. of L. man is defeated. The C.1.O.
man is defeated. The company stooge wins,
hands down.

A happier picture is presented by the 1937
elections in New York. There the A.F. of
L. and C.I.O. locals laid aside their economic
and strictly trade-union differences and got
together behind Mayor LaGuardia and the
progressive slate. Thousands of progressives
from all walks of life followed the lead of
labor. Workers and progressives won.

From these two examples you can see the

problem, and I think you must agree that it-

admits of only one solution. Labor must isolate
the issue of trade-union activity, solving it
in its own time and in its own way. The
split cannot be allowed to spread to the po-
litical struggles that lie ahead. For here the
disunity of labor will bring confusion and dis-
unity to all the forces of progress. The re-
sult: a catastrophe for democracy, and the vic-
tory of reaction.

The elections present not only a challenpe
but a great opportunity to labor. It is possi-

ble to agree on local issues and on local can-
didates without acting on the more difficult
problems of uniting the two trade-union fac-
tions on a national scale, or organizationally.
They need only combine in defense of their
common political interests and the interests of
their progressive allies among the middle
class.

I come from the state of Minnesota, where
labor has long taken a progressive stand on all
economic and political questions. Together
with the farmers of my state, workers have
licked the political machine of the Steel Trust
and sent two senators and five Farmer-Labor
representatives to Washington. The Farmer-
Labor Party of Minnesota has elected a
governor, Elmer A. Benson, of whom it is
justly proud. It is the leading party in the
state and looks forward to reélecting Benson

NEW MASSES

by an overwhelming majority and adding to
its congressional delegation next fall. The
A.F. of L. and the C.I.O. are both repre-
sented in Minnesota. But I have no fear that
they will allow their differences to weaken
the power of the Farmer-Labor Party, to
which they have both contributed.

In other states and localities unity in the
elections must be built. Here progressives
outside of labor’s ranks have no need to stand
back. On the contrary, they must offer their
help in effecting unity around progressive is-
sues. Here both the A. F. of L. and the C.I.O.
can and must make concessions. One labor
candidate for each office, supported by all
labor. One program for all progressives, sup-
ported by all who defend democracy. That
is the way to an election victory in 1938.
That is the way to stop reaction.

“Sorry to have to be overthrowing the government by force
and violence, sir, but—1I'd like a raise.”
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The Army That’s Defeating Japan

operating in northern Shansi, is impor-

tant not alone because it is the recog-
nized Red Army and led by Communists,
though that fact shows the strength of the
new unity which brings together under one
“banner armies that have fought each other in
civil war for the past ten years. It is im-
portant also because it is the most efficient
army of its size in China, in the opinion of
foreign military observers—I have had opin-
ions from American, German, and British
sources on that. It has, furthermore, certain
characteristics which the rest ot the Chinese
armies are increasingly adopting to achieve vic-
tory in the struggle against Japan.

Lacking airplanes, big guns, and motorized
equipment—as far behind the other armies of
China in these respects as they are behind Japan
—it is none the less able to play in and out of
the Japanese lines and operate confidently far
in the rear of the enemy, taking back from
their hands whole counties. It achieves its
success partly by long practice in mobile fight-
ing, but still mere by its close relations with
the local Chinese population. It was this that
ten years ago proved its potency by bringing
the armies of the Kuomintang swiftly across
half-China. Subsequently, however, the Chi-
nese government discarded the tactic of estab-
lishing close contacts with the people. Today,
on every front in China, the need of employ-
ing this tactic is increasingly felt, and its need
will be greater as the war goes on. Steadily,
therefore, though against the normal military
and political jealousies, the ideas and methods
of the Eighth Route Army are beginning to in-
fluence other fronts and armies in this war.

I traveled five days northwest from Han-
kow to Eighth Route Army headquarters, lo-
cated in middle Shansi, not far from the head-
quarters of Marshal Yen Hsi-shan. Marshal
Yen is commander-in-chief of the Second War
Zone, which includes Shansi and regions far-
ther north. Under him come certain troops
of the Central Government, certain provincial
troops, and also the Eighth Route Army. Yen
told me that all these troops “accept his orders
without question.” Chu Teh, of Red Army
fame, now commander of the Eighth Route
forces, told me also that he takes his orders
from “‘the government of Chiang Kai-shek and
directly from Marshal Yen Hsi-shan. We
pride ourselves,” he added, “on being the most
obedient and disciplined of the government’s
armies.”

What has brought about this attitude on the
part of an army which for ten years was
hunted by Chiang Kai-shek over all China?
The change in the policy of the Central Gov-
ernment as a result of the invasion by a com-
mon national enemy, Japan. “Even as long
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ago as 1931, when the Japanese invaded Man-
churia,” said Jen, political commissar of the
Eighth Route Army, to me, “we offered to
make common cause with any Chinese govern-
ment or armies that would resist this aggres-
sion. Chiang Kai-shek did not believe us; he
thought this was mere bluff concealing our
desire to overthrow him. We on our part did
not believe that Chiang was against Japan; we
thought that he was acting on behalf of Japan
and against us. Gradually, however, we saw
that Chiang, though he was trying to wipe
us out of the way first of all, was really pre-
paring to resist Japan. We saw this not from
his words, but from the way he built his roads
and railroads. So instead of working for a
united front of all anti-Japanese forces against
Chiang Kai-shek, we began to desire a united
front with Chiang against Japan. Then the
Sian* incident convinced Chiang also that we
did not desire his overthrow, but the uniting
of China against Japanese aggression. Since
that time codperation became possible.”
Those who through ignorance or malice talk
about “soft-pedaling of the class struggle” by
the Communists show their lack of under-
standing of the realities of history. For it is
pretty obvious that for China, with any kind
of government, to drive out Japanese imperial-
ism would do more for revolutionary progress
in China, Japan, and the rest of the
Pacific than any other conceivable thing that
could happen in the Far East. The only
Chinese who oppose this view today are the
handful of Trotskyites, who proclaim that the
most necessary thing is to use the war to fo-

‘ment class struggle in Chinese villages, and

that Chiang Kai-shek is the chief enemy, after
whose overthrow alone can begin the decade-
long, underground fight against Japan. This
certainly is a class-struggle tactic—class strug-
gle in the interests of the Japanese militarist-
fascist clique.

THE cOUNTRY over which the Eighth Route
Army operates is an area twice the size of
Belgium. All of it is within the district
which foreign war-maps usually assign to
Japanese occupation, and most of it is actually
behind Japanese lines. I have heard some
critics assert that Chiang Kai-shek only gave
the Eighth Route Army the territory which
the Japanese had already taken, and let them
take it back. But I heard no such criticism
from anyone in that army. They are proud
to be out, not only at the extreme front, but

* Chiang Kai-shek was kidnaped by officers of
Chang Hsueh Liang, but released when represen-
tatives of the Communists hurried to the spot to
urge that his immediate release, without demanding
any commitments, was the only way to avoid civil
war in China.

even far beyond the front, moving in and out
through enemy lines. For nothing in all China
has so increased the morale of the Chinese as
this demonstration of how thin the lines of
occupation really are.

The Japanese hold the main railway points
in northern Shansi. Most military maps,
therefore, credit them with holding the north-
ern half of Shansi province. If the inhabi-
tants of Shansi province chose to be submis-
sive, this claim would be a fact. Former im-
perialist invasions have dominated by holding
long, thin lines of railroads, and have used
these to exploit the backward hinterlands. But
the Shansi population is not submissive; it is
organized by the Eighth Route Army, which
serves as its fighting arm. Consequently the
Japanese are unable to go for more than a mile
or two away from the railroad except in tem-
porary armed expeditions. The railroads
themselves have been made largely unusable by
the Japanese; the north and south line from
Tatung to Tai Yuan has been completely put
out of commission by the Chinese, while the
other roads are daily raided and cut.

The Chinese, meantime, civilians as well as
armed forces, travel across these railroad lines
almost at will. Sometimes they meet a force
of Japanese and engage in battle, but most of
the time they merely cross where they choose.
There aren’t enough Japanese to patrol every
mile of railway in sufficient force to resist a
surprise attack. The Japanese have tried to
prevent crossing -the line by compelling Chi-
nese farmers living along the railroad to signal
any such crossing, under penalty of having
their families wiped out. But this merely
leads the Eighth Route Army to cross in lonely
places, where they will endanger no Chinese.

In the large rectangle in the northeastern
part of Shansi, surrounded on all sides by four
railway lines, where Lin Piao, commander of
the 115th Division (one of the three Eighth
Route Army Divisions), ranges—or did range
until he was recently wounded—a territory the
size of Belgium, the incredible fact must be
recorded that Governor-General Yen Hsi-shan
of Shansi province appointed a special -<civil
governor for that area, and sent him out across
the Japanese lines to take office, and that this
deputy governor reports more revenue col-
lected from this entirely Japanese-surrounded
area than in the days of peace—and squeeze—
before the war. During my visit to Eighth
Route Army headquarters in middle Shansi in
January, we received daily radio messages from
this Japanese-surrounded region, reporting the
movements of an American military observer,
traveling on assignment for the American Em-
bassy and taken behind the Japanese lines by
the Chinese. Newspaper correspondents may
make similar journeys, the only deterrent being
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that it takes about a month on horseback to
go and return.

In this whole northern half of Shansi, there-
fore, which military maps allot to the Japa-
nese, they have actually taken only twenty-four
counties (hsien towns) out of a total of 105
for the province and twelve of those twenty-
four have been taken back.* Their situation,
in fact, appears a precarious one; it would not
seem much of a trick to bottle them up en-
tirely by seizing a few mountain passes, and
finish them off at will. The Eighth Route
“Army, in fact, believes that this can be accom-
plished whenever the Central Government is
able to release airplanes, large guns, and motor
units for that purpose. These seem at present
to be more needed elsewhere; China hasn’t
enough of them at best.

Meantime hardly a day passes without at
least minor engagements. The Eighth Route
Army is the only Chinese army which has
been in continuous action for the past four
months. During my six days’ stay in their
‘headquarters more than a dozen reports of
engagements were radioed in. They were
chiefly minor engagements, involving only a
few men.

January 8. One hundred Japanese autos from
A.G. going south. Detachment W fell upon them,
killed and wounded many, destroyed sixteen auto-
trucks, burned fifteen, captured three prisoners, five
rifles, much ammunition. . . .

Same day. Detachment of Lin Piao’s men destroyed
for second time railway bridge near Chinchin and
burned all nearby repair material.

Same day, another group of Lin Piao’s men at-
tacked coal mine held by Japanese, captured radio
sending-set and several dozen guards.

January 9. Section of Lin Piao’s men aftacked
railway station held by twenty Japanese, drove them
out, destroyed station and one locomotive, and burned
gasoline stores.

January 10. Met ninety Japanese autos south of
Niangtse Pass, destroyed seventeen, burned eight,
captured Japanese radio station, five rifles, two
mausers, killed one company commander, one cor-
poral, forty soldiers. .

Same day. Another detachment attacked B—
coal mine, killed twenty of fifty Japanese guards,
rest fled, captured eight rifles, one mauser, destroyed
mine.

Same day. Ho Lung’s men met two hundred
Japanese, killed and wonded over thirty, with ten
casualties our side. . .

January 11. Six hundred Japanese tried attack us
near Chinchin, but we learned of it and met them
en route, throwing grenades from cliffs, killing and
wounding seventy; our casualties, 10.

This is a four days’ account of skirmishes;
they are pin-pricks rather than serfous encoun-
ters. ‘Their military significance lies in their
steadily wearing effect on the Japanese, who
can never be certain of their lines of commu-
nications; ‘and the tremendous stimulus they
give to Chinese morale by showing that even
in so-called occupied territory, the Chinese may
maintain their patriotic government, collect
revenues, move to and fro with considerable
freedom, and fall again and again upon the
enemy with success.

* These figures do not include the gains made in
recent weeks.

R

Because of the success of these tactics of mo-
bile warfare, it is common in China to think
of the Eighth Route Army as essentially guer-
rilla fighters. Madame Chiang, in fact, so
described them to me. The Eighth Route
generals, however, reject this description. “We
are a regular army, and can also do positional
fighting if we have the equipment. But with
our present shortage of equipment and in the
territory where we are operating, behind the
lines of the enemy, mobile warfare is the best.
With our present tactics we regularly kill more
of the enemy—often very many more—than
we lose ourselves. . . .” They did not add,
but they might have, that in most Chinese
positional warfare today, the casualties are four
or five Chinese to every Japanese, due to the
great superiority of Japanese equipment.

The five chief generals of the Eighth Route
Army are no mere improvisers of revolution-
ary combats, but men of long military train-
ing and many years’ experience. Chu Teh,
commander-in-chief, known as the “father” of
the army, studied years ago in a Yunnan mili-
tary school, became an officer in the Yunnan
army, went to Germany to study the lessons
of the World War, took part in the Northern
Expedition of 1927 which established the pres-
ent Chinese government, participated in the
Nanchang revolt, the seizure of Swatow, and
later led the small group which eventually
became the Red Army.

His chief assistant, Peng Te-Hwai, gradu-
ated from a Hunan military school and was a
regiment commander as long ago as the 1927
Northern Expedition. Liu Pe Chun, a schol-
arly gentleman in spectacles, was a well-known
Szechuan general who joined the Kuomintang
forces at the time of the Northern Expedi-
tion. Ho Lung, who of them all looks most

N
“There’s only one thing I don’t like about our plebiscites, Bilgewasser.
I never can get a bet down.”

NEW MASSES

John Heliker

like the traditional guerrilla general, with his
strong, stocky form and dare-devil air, and a
shabby tag reading “120 Division” stuck to his
gray, padded cotton sleeve with a safety-pin,
led twenty thousand men in the 1927 Northern
Expedition, and later led the revolt in Nan-
chang. Lin Piao, the youngster of the lot, who
looks like a shy student, but whose division
holds the largest area and has seen harder ac-
tion than any, studied at Whampoa Military
Academy in Canton before he led a company
north in 1927.

As military men, therefore, the commanders
in the Eighth Route Army have a past as
competent as any men in China. They have
also had ten years’ experience in the Red Army.
They differ from other generals chiefly in their
relation to the common soldiers and to the
common people. They are highly democratic,
utterly accessible. Any common soldier, any
ordinary peasant, can and does speak to them.
In fact, you cannot tell them from an ordinary
soldier except perhaps by their slightly greater
age.

When I asked Chu Teh if he minded hav-
ing his picture published, since it might reveal
him to the enemy, he laughed: “If I change
my beard a bit and mix with the people, they
couldn’t ever find me.” Peng Te-Hwai
laughed heartily as he recounted the embarrass-
ment of a certain police chief on whom he
was calling, when a common guard came in
and smacked General Peng in joyous fashion
on the shoulder, telling him some bit of news.
When I met Chu Teh and Ho Lung a second
time near the Tungkwan ferry, they came
leaping across several small ferry-boats to
shake my hand. Usually, in camp they ate their
simple two meals daily, standing up in a por-
tico open on one side to the zero weather, not



APRIL 19, 1938

even indulging in the ceremony of sitting
down. When one considers the many formali-
ties and long banquets characteristic of tradi-
tional Chinese generals, one realizes the new-
ness of their type.

Ir I WERE asked for the chief characteristics of
the Eighth Route Army which differentiate it
from others, I would mention three. First,
that they educate every ordinary soldier in
what he is fighting for. Every day he attends
three classes: military training, cultural train-
ing, political training. Cultural training in-
cludes reading and writing; they all learn to
read. Political training does not consist of
difficult Communist theory; it is much simpler
than that. For love of country and of a bet-
ter life for all its people are part of Commu-
nism,

I talked to three simple soldier lads, taken
at random. All of them had joined the Red
Army long ago in the south. They had made
the long march of 6,000 miles across China,
in the days when the Red Army was harassed
by Chiang Kai-shek’s troops. Yet when I
asked them why they had joined, one an-
swered : “For love of country.” Another said :
“Because when the Japanese took Manchuria,
I knew we must either be slaves or fight. I
could not read or write then, but I heard this
from the students, in mass meetings on
Memory Days.” ‘

All of them said: “It is much better now.”
They smiled; there was a warm glow inside
their faces. I asked them why it was better,
and my city-shrewd interpreter protested : “Of
course it is better, for once they were half
starved and now they have a steady job as
soldiers.” ‘No, ask them,” I said.

“It is better,” said one of the boys, while
the warm glow suffused his face more com-
pletely, “because once the government was
against us, and now we are all together and
China is unified.”

The second characteristic of the Eighth
Route Army is the comradely feeling between
soldiers and commanders. Chu Teh is revered
by his men as Chinese revere a father, not
feared as they usually fear a general. More
than once this obviously comradely feeling
among the men has made soldiers of other
armies wish to join them.

Last, and perhaps of all characteristics the
most important, is the relation of the Eighth
Route Army with the people. Its soldiers are
instructed in a series of homely rules, whose
general purport is: leave every village in as
good condition as you found it. I visited
three villages in which they were encamped
and talked in each to some of the peasants.
All of them said that the army was a good
army, that it caused no trouble in the village,
that they would be sorry when it left.

The army’s attitude toward the population
is not, however, the merely passive one of
letting them alone. In every place of call the
soldiers hold mass meetings, to explain the war
and organize the people. They show the vil-
lagers how to set watchmen on the hills, how

to hide their food supply from the invaders,
how to destroy the roads when the enemy ap-
proaches, how to arm themselves and fight
back. They organize villagers into stretcher-
bearers, teach them to care for the wounded
and to spy out the enemy. Through the com-
mon people the army has the best espionage
system in China. It knows what the Japanese
are doing almost before the Japanese know it
themselves.

Thousands of Shansi peasants have formed
bands of partisan warriors to protect their
own villages with the aid of the Eighth Route
Army, which gives them leadership and train-
ing and finally perhaps incorporates the best
of them in its own ranks. The ranks of the
Eighth Route Army are, however, limited by
government-grant of food and uniforms. As
a government army, it has no right to ask or
receive contributions even of food from the
people. The ranks of the peasant partisans
are unlimited, save by the capacity of their
villages to furnish support.  They are fed
by the local populations; they are armed by
what they can capture from the Japanese.

It was for these peasant partisans that Chu
Teh asked me to appeal in England and Amer-
ica, not for the Eighth Route Army itself.

Our army is a regular army and cannot accept
foreign assistance. . . . We have our food and uni-
forms and medical services; if they are insufficient,
it is our own government we must ask. But the
peasant volunteers are another matter. They are men
whose villages have been burned by the Japanese.
They have often no crops; they are hungry. They
have no shoes; they fight barefoot in snow; no
fur-lined gloves, and their hands freeze so that
they cannot hold a rifle. One detachment of such
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peasant partisans drove back a Japanese night at-
tack on their village, but before the zero night was
gone, thirty of them froze hands and feet and most
of them lost them.

It is for these armed peasants, these half-armed
peasants, that we ask help from sympathetic lands.
For we think the mobile bands of North China will
help decide the fate of all China. If Japan can
make North China her tool and drain its wealth
for her war-chest, then she can advance against the
rest of China. But even now we are wearing her
out here, and making of rich Shansi not a gain but
a loss to her. But our peasant partisans need sup-
port. They can call on their villages for funds once,
twice, three times, but not forever. For the Japanese
have been destroying their villages.

Not only for these partisans of the North-
west Chu Teh pleaded, but for other peasant
volunteers who are arising in other parts of
China. The example of the Eighth Route
Army has fired the Chinese people with a
zeal for mobile warfare which is infecting
every province and every army. Chou En-lai,
the representative of the Eighth Route Army
and the Communist Party in Hankow—the
man who a year and a half ago, with a price
on his head, went to Sian to plead successfully
for the freedom of the generalissimo who had
condemned him to death—has been made as-
sistant chief of ‘“mass mobilization,” under
which comes the organization of these peasant
volunteers.

‘This was not merely a recognition of the
political role and influence of the Communist
Party, but also of the fact that the men of
the former Red Army know the job of basing
an army on organized populations better than
anyone else. They are the world’s most ex-
perienced mobile fighters.

*

Exchange of Heroes

Comrades they gave us gods, then heroes, and the statues in public places. Their

holidays remembered giants.

Maces and long swords commanded the plazas; bronze epaulet the courthouse lawn;
wreath and robe of state the porticoes.

The mounted myths rode forever in the sun. We were to measure ourselves by
pedestals; by grace breathe in the enormous shadows.

We made history in the lands, our hungers and migrations unbound the seas: lords
in the later words. Generations were humbled before them.

The legend of giants. .

. . They deafened us by proclamations, they blinded our eyes

with great lights. We obeyed; we crept in valleys. We had no stature beside

the mountains.

The globe’s diameter draws in, the population by the last trench is sundered. There
will be salvos. All statues will be melted down.

It is the time of definition; the pantheon is unroofed. We repudiate the sword; we
spew the corsairs and the orators, chiefly their metal horsemen.

The land is in dispute, the power hung on the wire to be taken. We exchange their
monuments, we drum their giants from the camps. It is an end of heroes and

the beginning.

|

We appraise stature by awareness—if we have heroes they will be stern among us. ..
in us. . .. We are together by hatred and by love, we are delivered from bronze.

DoN Gorpon.
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On Guard!

HE new administration spending pro-

gram, with its reported W.P.A. ap-
propriation of $1,250,000,000 for the seven
months beginning July 1, is obviously in line
with the urgent needs of the American peopile
in this deepening economic crisis. Already the
tories of both major parties have begun sharp-
ening their axes in the hope of doing the same
kind of job on the spending program as they
did on the Reorganization Bill.

Their program in the present emergency is
the Hoover program, with additional anti-
labor embellishments. It isa program of ruin
as far as the overwhelming majority of the
population is concerned. And it has already
become clear that the guiding genius of all
the anti-New Deal machinations is none
other than Vice President Garner. Jefferson
had his Burr, Jackson his Calhoun, and
Roosevelt has his Garner. Progressives will
have to be on guard.

A Stop-Gap Ministry

DOUARD DALADIER’S new government
E solves practically nothing and opens
the door to practically anything. At most it
will temporarily relieve the financial embar-
rassment which plagued Leon Blum. Dala-
dier himself expects to avoid his predecessor’s
financial reforms by obtaining better codpera-
tion from French capital. The showdown
will come when Daladier asks for power to
rule by decree, which the Senate refused to
grant Blum. Whereas Blum was denied this
power by the right, Daladier may have some
trouble getting it from the left and right.

The new cabinet is a stop-gap, another
transition ministry in the growing list of
transition ministries. It is distinguished by
two things: first, it rests on an extremely
narrow parliamentary base, claiming the direct
support of less than one-fourth of the Cham-
ber; second, it includes politicians of the
center, such as Paul Reynaud, never before
identified with the Popular Front as such.”
The right is, of course, joyful at the change
from Blum to Daladier. In no sense does

this mean that Daladier will get fascist sup-
port, for the right hates him only a little less
than it hates Blum. The right rejoices be-
cause to them it seems to foreshadow an early
right-center government openly opposed to
the Popular Front.

The Communists and Socialists have taken
no oflicial position on the government as yet,
but both are likely to be reserved in any sup-
port. The Socialists are especially wrathful
because Blum was unseated by Daladier’s
own party in the Senate. The Communists
do not view the situation as a whole pessimis-
tically, for the country is still overwhelmingly
Popular Front in sentiment, and no ministry
can afford to disregard that fact for long.

The question before France now is, what

will follow Daladier?

Hitler “Wins”

ITLER, who killed democracy in

Germany and Austria, has held
plebiscites before the Austrian one. The
Storm Troopers see to it that all the eligible
get to the polls and each vote is watched.
Those who vote against the proposition that
the Nazis have decided they want endorsed
risk their lives or their freedom. It is always
heartening that there are men and women
courageous enough to make an “x” against
the Nein on the ballot.

But as the sham elections are repeated,
the daring ones realize that they stand a
greater chance of detection and endanger not
only themselves but their families. The
meaning of such an election as that held
last Sunday in Germany and Austria be-
comes even clearer in the light of the known
resentment in Austria against Anschluss
with the Nazis. Hitler did not dare allow
the vote threatened by Schuschnigg: but with
military control he staged a plebiscite which
approved his violent seizure 99.75 percent in
Austria, 99.08 percent in Germany. It must
be a great comfort to the Fiihrer. Now it
is just a matter of ferreting out the .25 per-
cent in Austria, and the .92 percent in Ger-
many, executing a few, torturing the rest,
and then keeping them in protective arrest
in concentration camps. Soon the Fiihrer’s
little election demonstrations will be unani-
mous affairs, which will be a sure sign that
everyone is happy and free in Naziland.

And Chamberlain Loses
THE “endorsement” of Hitler’s aggres-

sive policies in Austria is, we believe,
far outweighed by the triumph of the forces
of peace and collective security in last week’s
by-elections in the West-Fulham division of
London, where the British Labor Party cap-
tured a vital parliamentary seat from the
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Conservatives. The election was fought on
the issue of foreign policy. To Prime Min-
ister Neville Chamberlain’s recent boast that
his foreign policy, if brought before the peo-
ple, would meet with overwhelming ap-
proval, the voters of West-Fulham—plain,
ordinary, rank-and-file English men and
women—gave their unmistakable answer.
They threw the Conservative out and elected
a Laborite. :

This election is of more than local sig-
nificance. It is symptomatic of the political
undercurrents in Great Britain, and of the
loss of public confidence in Chamberlain and
his “National” government. There has been
a powerful revulsion of feeling in Great
Britain against all collaboration with Hitler
and Mussolini, against the cynical betrayal
of democratic Spain to the fascist aggressors,
against the condoning of the Nazi coup in
Austria and refusal to guarantee the inviola-
bility of Czechoslovakia, against Chamber-
lain’s secret efforts to strengthen the non-
patriotic French right and to establish a
government in France which, after exclud-
ing the Socialists and the Communists alike,
would proceed to denounce the Franco-
Soviet Pact, the last of the major supports
of peace in Europe. The British masses may
vet turn the tide in Europe.

China's Victorious Resistance

HE “miracle” of Chinese resistance
continues undiminished. Far from hav-

ing captured Taierhchwang in southern Shan-
tung, as the Japanese claimed last week, they
were actually lured into a trap by the Chinese
troops under General Li Tsung-jen and suf-
fered complete rout in what is described as
the greatest military defeat in open fighting
in the entire history of modern Japan. The
Chinese forces have pursued the retreating
Japanese and, as we go to press, are envelop-
ing Yihsien, northwest of Taierhchwang,
where the Japanese have dug in awaiting re-
inforcements. Meanwhile farther north, at
the capital of Shantung, Tsinan, where Jap-
anese control was supposedly unchallenged,
two battalions of Chinese police have revolted
and captured suburban districts, while Chi-
nese regulars are reported to have occupied
White Horse Mountain, a village ten miles
from Tsinan. .
But even this does not give the full pic-
ture of the serious reverses that the Japanese
invaders have suffered. On the eastern front
in Chekiang and Anhwei Provinces, Chinese
units have, since March 15, repulsed one by
one seven Japanese columns that attempted
to converge on Kwangteh, important highway
junction eighty miles southeast of Nanking.
And as further evidence of the precarious
hold that the Japanese have on those terri-
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tories which they have occupied is the news
that guerrilla fighting has broken out even in
Shanghai. ‘

As we pointed out last week, the founda-
tion of these Chinese military victories is the
growing political unification of the Chinese
people. In the forging of this unity the Com-
munist Party has played an incalculable role.
Chinese resistance is striking hammer blows
not merely at Japan, but at the entire Rome-
Berlin-Tokyo axis and must be taken into
consideration in any estimate of the situation
in Spain and Central Europe.

“Americans Also Confess”

HE current issue of Soviet Russia To-

day has such a wealth of excellent
material on the Moscow trials that we urge
every reader of the NEw MASSEs to get hold
of it immediately and read it from cover to
cover. We especially recommend the article
“I Knew Those Wreckers” by Carrol G.
Holmes, an American engineer who after
eleven years with the Ford Company and
five years with General Motors, went to
the Soviet Union where he occupied all
sorts of responsible engineering posts for sev-
eral years. His revelations are even more
startling than those of Littlepage, offering a
wealth of corroborative evidence of the guilt
of some of the people recently tried in
Moscow. We reprint in abridged form the
following editorial :

We lose patience with those who pretend to see
only what the Baltimore Sun calls the “strange
confession technique of the Russians.” Most guilty
persons confess when confronted by irrefutable
evidence of guilt.

Some spies were arrested in New York not long
ago. They confessed. A Wall Street stock broker,
with the highest connections, was arrested and
charged with grand larceny. He promptly con-
fessed to more crimes than the indictment called
for. -
An accomplished and daring woman spy was
arrested in Moscow in 1920. She denied her guilt.
Confronted with the evidence, she confessed dur-
ing her first interrogation. There was no pressure,
o: threats—only -the evidence. For a few moments
she tried to bluff it out: “That is all very well,
but suppose I deny it? Where is your proof?”

The proof was there. And so, writes Marguerite
Harrison in her autobiography: There’s Always
Tomorrow:

“It was quite useless to make any denial in the
face of such evidence. I shrugged my shoulders....

“Very well) I said, “I acknowledge it. I am
an agent of the United States Government. But
that is my only crime.”

The typical behavior of spies. First, deny. Then
challenge your accuser to prove his case. Then
confess—but confess only to what is known. Deny
everything else.

“That is my only crime,” said the spy in Mos-_
cow eighteen years ago. With almost the same
words, Bukharin and Yagoda more recently would
admit only a part of their crimes. Like them, the

lady was lying. That was not her only crime,
Many years later, Mrs. Harrison wrote in her

book that she was also a spy for the Polish gov- ~

ernment, with which the Soviet government was
then at war—a capital offense. And she told how
she shielded another spy, an agent of British In-
telligence, with whom she was codperating. These
crimes she had concealed.

We recommend the story of Marguerite Harri-
son to the Baltimore Sun, which cannot understand
the “complexities of Russian character.” This lady,
who spied and lied and then confessed, but yet
did not confess everything, was a member of a
respected Baltimore family, and, incidentally, the
correspondent of the Baltimore Sun.

The case of Mrs. Harrison, and the more recent
case of Mr. Whitney, and several others which
come quickly to mind, dispose of much nonsense
about “Dostoievsky characters.” Americans also
confess, and not only in Moscow.

It is not necessary to go to Moscow to hear spies
confess. The Senate Committee investigating in-
dustrial espionage last year reported:

“Certain of the spies and strikebreakers, ap-
parently either friendly or penitent, gave testi-
mony concerning their own activities, their betray-
als of confidence, and their deeds of violence,
which assumes significance because of the fact that
it was so clearly against their own interests.”

That was in Washington—not Moscow.

Girdler Defies the Law

€¢Y N this situation,” said Tom Girdler,
when the National Labor Relations
Board judged the Republic Steel Co. guilty
of violating the Wagner Act, “this company
wishes to take the fullest time allowed in
which to determine its course of action.”
The Labor Board found -that Republic
Steel had set up company unions; had dis-
criminated against twenty-seven workers;
had shut down the Canton and Massillon
plants for the purpose of disorganizing the
Steel Workers Organizing Committee; had
vilified the union; had spied on it; and had
incited violence against workers by donating
to business and civic groups “tear and vomit-
ing gas in the city of Massillon, through
support of the Massillon Law and Order
League and back-to-work committees in
three plant cities, and through activities in
connection with a fatal shooting incident at
C.I.O. headquarters at Massillon.”
Girdler’s company was ordered to re-
instate the twenty-seven strikers with back
pay, to reimburse the employees of the Can-
ton and Massillon mills for pay losses, and
to disband its company unions. But Girdler
—ballyhoo man for “law and order’—has
no intention of obeying the Board. He will
fight, and for the present his methsd is de-
lay. Inland Steel has also declared a bitter-
end fight against the board’s ruling that
collective bargaining entails signing a con-
tract with a union. During the Little Steel
strike, the companies protested that they
were not opposed to discussing grievances
with the union, but that under no circum-
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stance would they enter into a written agree-
ment. And in heroic defense of their liberty
no intention of obeying the board. He will
vised the murder of eighteen steel strikers.
Now the Labor Board has affirnied the ille-
gality of the companies’ refusal to sign
contracts.

“The way is now clear for the SSW.O.C.
to move in in legitimate fashion to secure
contracts,” announced Philip Murray, head
of the steel drive. “That we propose to do.”

A Notable Decision

N reversing the opinion of the lower
court, the United States Fifth Circuit
Court of Appeals at New Orleans found that
“membership in the Communist Party of
America, standing alone, is not sufficient to
warrant deportation.” And the opinion of
Judge Joseph C. Hutcheson continued,
“Nothing in our Constitution or our laws
forbids the formation of such a party, or per-
sons from joining them. The statute invoked
here does not forbid membership in the Com-
munist or any other party except one which
teaches the overthrow by force and violence
of the government of the United States . . .”
The decision does more than publicize the
Communist Party’s oft-repeated declarations
that it does not advocate “force and violence”
—declarations which the press has persis-
tently refused to publish. The decision de-
stroys even the legal basis for deportation
agitation against such trade-union leaders as
Harry Bridges of the International Long-
shoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union, as
well as the attempt to prevent Harold
Pritchett, president of the Woodworkers of
America, from entering this country. The
Red-scare artists, working through employers’

“associations, have cried “Communist” against

both Bridges and Pritchett, and hoped there-
by to destroy two growing, militant unions.
The federal court’s decision reveals that these
Red-baiting deportation conspiracies, in addi-
tion to being unfounded in fact and anti-
labor in purpose, are completely illegal.

Fascism 1n Quebec

UEBEC'S new law providing for

compulsory incorporation of trade
unions marks another step in the drive of
Dictator Maurice Duplessis, premier and
attorney-general of Canada’s largest prov-
ince, to beat labor into submission and install
corporatism based on the Mussolini pattern.
It offers startling evidence of the speed with
which the consolidation of clerical fascism is
proceeding with the open encouragement and
support of the Roman Catholic hierarchy in
the province.
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Even a superficial glance at the provisions
of the law shows its dictatorial nature. All
groups or associations not possessing a collec-
tive civil personality recognized by law may
be summoned before the courts of the prov-
ince. Who is to decide what associations are
“recognized by law”? Duplessis? He has
already indicated clearly that he does not
recognize international unions. As attorney-
general, he recently denied a petition of
R. A. C. Ballantyne, president of the Mon-
treal Newspaper Guild, for leave to sue his
employer under existing labor legislation.
Duplessis explained in the legislature that
the Guild is not recognized as a bona fide
union because it is affiliated with the C.I.O.
When T. D. Bouchard, leader of the Lib-

eral Opposition, attempted to defend the
Guild, Duplessis branded him a “Commu-
nist.”

The retort provided further proof, if any
were needed, that Quebec’s infamous Pad-
lock Law is not merely an anti-Communist
measure, but a device to crush the trade
unions and all democratic expression. It
permits provincial police to close any prem-
ises where ideas are discussed which, in the
opinion of Attorney-General Duplessis,
“tend toward Communistic practices.” Most
of the raids under the Padlock Law have
been on the offices and homes of union
leaders.

The new law requiring incorporation of

_ unions was passed in spite of strong opposi-
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tion from organized labor. Its introduction
by Duplessis himself led the National
Catholic Syndicates and the international
unions to make common cause against it.

Organized labor in Quebec is learning the
necessity for unity—a lesson their fellow
workers at the other end of the Hepburn-
Duplessis axis learned in Ontario a year
ago. When Premier Mitchell F. Hepburn
of Ontario lined up with General Motors
in a vain attempt to smash the Oshawa
strike of the United Automobile Workers,
he hinted at a licensing bill for unions. The
voice of organized labor forced Hepburn to
go on record, during the provincial election
campaign last fall, against the licensing of
unions.

Democmc)/ Must Counter-Attack

HE defeat of the Reorganization Bill

carries with it far reaching implica-
tions. No longer do the reactionary oppo-
nents of this minor administrative measure
maintain the fiction that it was the bill itself
they were fighting. When first proposed
early last summer, in a far more drastic
form than the one defeated in the House
last Friday, the bill was supported by nearly
all the newspapers that later whipped up a
hysterical campaign against it. Wrote Ar-
thur Krock in Saturday’s New York T'imes:

It is not too much to say that if the sham issue
of " “dictatorship” had not been raised, the House
would have passed a measure more like the orig-
inal proposals than the tattered fragment which
was recommitted today.

Editorially the Times of the same date
declared that “the vote which sent it [the
bill] back to committee was a vote against
the administration rather than a vote against
the bill itself.” And the dean of tory jour-
nalists, Mark Sullivan, admitted in Sunday’s
New York Herald Tribune that “under an-
other President, at another time, that bill
might have caused little commotion.”

The issue, then, was not reorganization,
but Roosevelt and the whole New Deal pro-
gram. And already the tory hosts that led
the assault on the Reorganization Bill are
preparing to follow up their victory. Under
the. fine surgical hand of Senator Pat Harri-
son of Mississippi, the heart has been cut
out of the Tax Bill in order to relieve big
business of the undivided-profits tax and of
the greater part of the capital-gains levy.
The House Labor Committee is reported to
have become lukewarm regarding the possi-
bility of a Wages and Hours Bill at this
session. As for the administration’s new re-

lief and spending program, Monday’s Times
reported :

Those who aided directly and indirectly in the
defeat of the Reorganization Bill are preparing to
fight just as vigorously against any administra-
tion program based on huge expenditures for
pump-priming.

It is as part of this general sweeping
campaign against the entire New Deal pro-
gram that the defeat of the Reorganization
Bill must be viewed. This campaign has
now assumed a scope and ferocity that make
immediate counter-measures imperative. The
present session of Congress marks the third
since the election of 1936. The desires of
the people were, in that election, expressed
in terms so unequivocal as to leave no room
for doubt or subterfuge. Yet the record of
the three sessions of Congress—a Congress
in which the Democrats have a large ma-
jority in both houses—has been one of
almost continuous sabotage and betrayal of
the mandate of the people. The coalition of
tory Republicans and Democrats has grown
to such strength and arrogance that it has
effectively blockaded practically every meas-
ure of reform, every attempt to curb the
power of the monopolies—and this at a time
when the economic crisis has greatly in-
creased the people’s burdens. The new “in-
dependence of Congress” that the reaction-
ary press has hailed so joyously is actually
independence from the will of the people,
from the duties of democracy, and shameful
subservience to Wall Street.

The fight on the Reorganization Bill
marked a new stage in the offensive of the
right. Here was no measure of social re-
form, but one of a purely administrative
character such as Hoover and other Presi-

dents had urged in the past. By their scur-
rilous campaign against this bill, the reac-
tionaries of both major parties have made
clear that for them there is only one issue:
Roosevelt and all that Roosevelt stands for.
And that means: all that 27,000,000 Ameri-
cans voted for. That this campaign has been
waged under the hypocritical cry of “dicta-
torship” only indicates its unprincipled and
brazenly demagogic character. And that the
cohorts of “democracy” have been led by
such people as William Randolph Hearst,
Father Coughlin, and Dr. Edward A.
Rumely, whom John L. Spivak exposed in
the November 13, 1934, issue of NEw
Masses as having close connections with

"high Nazi circles, reveals the essentially

fascist direction of this entire anti-New
Deal drive. Under the circumstances, the
action of six Wisconsin Progressives and
two Minnesota Farmer-Laborites in joining
the reactionaries to kill the bill is shocking
and incomprehensible, to put it mildly.

The situation calls for immediate aggres-
sive measures to save the mandate of the
1936 elections—to save democracy. The
Gallup Poll shows that, despite the floods
of =hate that have poured from press and
radio, Roosevelt still retains a comfortable
majority among the people. That majority
needs to be organized for action; it needs to
be united in a great democratic front that
will march to the polls in the primaries and
in the November elections and oust the tory
stooges that have so flagrantly betrayed the
people.

There can be no compromise in this
battle. It is part of a world-wide struggle,
and democracy must fight—fight with the

combined strength of all progressive forces .

—or succumb to fascism.
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Slippery Morris

our fair country is one Dr. Morris

Fishbein of Chicago, Ill. It may appear
that I am careless with my enmities, but I can
assure you that I do not spray my stinkos about
promiscuously. It requires something special in
. the way of scurviness before I sully the pages
of this distinguished weekly with my wrath,
and Dr. Fishbein most certainly qualifies under
this heading.

The gentleman, as you probably know, is
editor of the Journal of the American Medical
Association. In that position he has built up a
power somewhat more refulgent than anything
which might be cherished by, let us say, the
Chief Justice of the United States Supreme
Court. In short, our Fishbein is czar of Amer-
ican medicine. In the columns of the Journal
he writes what he pleases and sees to it that
nobody contradicts him. As representative of
the most reactionary set of men I have ever
seen in action, he has for years closed the col-
umns of the Journal to anything which might
offend the sensibilities of the medical hierarchy.
Such sensibilities, naturally, were immediately
wounded whenever an attempt was made to
liberalize medicine to the point where a physi-
cian might cease thinking of his fees and begin
bringing the benefits of medicine to at least a
portion of the national population.

The group of highbinders who control
American medicine are my idea of genuine
public enemies. I got my first taste of these holy
pirates when I went out to Cleveland several
vears ago to attend the national convention of
the A.M.A. (American Medical Association).
While the serious doctors and surgeons were
using the sessions of the convention to learn
more of medicine, the practical policy of the
Association was being set by members of the
House of Delegates. In the days of their glory
neither Matt Quay, Uncle Joe Cannon, nor
Tammany had anything to compare with the
machine of Dictator Fishbein. For three days
I sat and listened to speeches concerned with
collecting fees and protecting the doctor. On
the fourth day a speaker said: “This idea of
mine will not only assist the doctor but it will
help the patient.” A man sitting next to me,
turned and looked at me in mock amazement.

“On the fourth day!” he said. “Enter the

&- MONG the more prominent stinkers of

patient at last. Well, that’s damned decent of

them!”
Anybody who thinks the example I have

given is exaggerated does not know Fishbein
and does not know the men who have for years
stifled American medicine. It was much worse
than I have said. Every attempt made to bring
medicine to people who couldn’t otherwise af-
ford it was fought bitterly by the A.M.A. Free
clinics were denounced from the beginning.
The physicians who first launched the health
insurance idea, whereby a man would pay a
fixed fee and be assured of medical attention
for his family, not only were fought by the
Association but were ousted from membership,
denied the use of hospitals accredited by the
Association, and ruined in their communities.
The power of excommunication was held over
the head of everybody who might otherwise
withstand the cry of Communism, aimed at
any new idea in medicine.

The thing came as a shock to me, for I had
acquired a strange notion of Fishbein, thinking
him an all-right guy who fought the fake food
people and was generally militant about health.
When I talked with him I was amazed. Never
have I encountered such a shifty gentleman.
When I read statements by him now, I want
to laugh out loud. This is the hero who is
defending American medicine! 1 wouldn’t
trust him farther than I could heave him.

But he had the Association muzzled. As the
New York Times says editorially (and fancy
me in agreement -with the New York Times
editorially!) : “The Journal closes its pages
to those who dissent from its reactionary opin-
ions on medical economics and sociology, and
presents only its own side of controversial is-
sues. Not only this, but the physician who rises
in his state or county medical society to voice
his anti-Association views courts reprisal, even
ostracism.”

The first attempts at fighting the medical
combine brought disaster on the heads of the
rebels. Even when the group headed by Dr.
Peters of Yale published its famous manifesto
of last year, there was no certainty that the
fight would not end with the triumph of Fish-
bein. He still controlled the Journal, he was
still as cagy and vicious as ever. As the New
York Times comments further: “To obtain
impartial advice on the economic phases of
medicine, bodies like the United Hospital Fund
usually consulted physicians of eminence as in-
dividuals. To turn to organized medicine is to
invite biased opinion.”

The fight is really on now with the speech
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of Dr. James H. Means, of Harvard, in his
presidential address to the American College
of Physicians. They are going to carry the fight
to slippery Morris and his gang and will un-
doubtedly lick him. That phase of it may seem
slight, but it means a great deal in a country
where more than half of the population has no
medical attention whatever, and where half
the doctors are starving. There are patients
with no doctors and doctors with no patients—
and Fishbein and his gang standing righteously
over the whole mess, mouthing nauseating
phrases about the sacred relationship of patient
and physician. I know something about that
relationship also. When the physician protests

_ against the tardiness of his collections, he is not

exaggerating. The butcher and the banker
often stick him, but the little guy bringing in
his wife who has something serious the matter
with her brings his two bucks clutched tightly
in his palm or she doesn’t get to see the doctor.
Don’t tell me about free clinics. Those things
are for big cities. I’ve seen the other places, the
towns in the Southwest where the Spanish-
Americans either have the two bucks or they
die any way it pleases them. Free clinics and
free beds be damned! They don’t begin to fill
the reed. There are entire counties in the
South without a doctor. There are millions of
sick people who never see a doctor.

The other night I got on this argument with
a New York surgeon who at first was full of
the Fishbein junk—the sacred relationship of
patient and doctor particularly. But he soon
deserted that in his interest in another prob-
lem: the Jewish refugee doctors from Ger-
many, Austria, and Poland. Here they are in
America, starving to death. Well, they’ll con-
tinue to starve if the Fishbeins have their way,
because they happen to be competition for the
old lunks who control the A.M.A. A thousand
refugee doctors placed according to the coun-
try’s need would be a godsend to the United
States. And naturally, I don’t confine it to
refugees. I include our own trained physi-
cians who are driving taxis because they can’t
maintain an office.

I once had the figures about the number of
people in this country who have never had the
services of a doctor and of the millions who
wouldn’t know a dentist if seen in the open
road. And we don’t dare tackle a problem like
this, because Dr. Morris Fishbein and his mas-
ters wouldn’t like it! We can’t do anything
because Dr. Morris Fishbein will rise and
point a finger and shout socialization! That
was supposed to answer everything, including
the high death rate. At that Cleveland con-
vention, after four years of the worst depres-
sion ever known, those men were talking as if
they lived in the trunk of a tree. They might
have been contemporaries of Hippocrates, the
original doctor. But things are happening.
Keep your eye on the medical scrap ‘and try to
get a ticket when they have the last final clinic.
That will be the time when they cut Fishbein
away from the A.M.A. trough. What a joyful
operation! RoBERT FORSYTHE.
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Infidel and Softie

LARENCE DARROW was a small-town
C iconoclast in the period when it was hot

- stuff to call oneself an agnostic. He
lived most of his life in Chicago, spouting
fatalistic philosophy in the courts of law, and
inspiring all the rebellious young squirts to be-
come lawyers. He died at the age of eighty,
announcing that he was no longer an agnostic
but an atheist.

-He figured that so long as he was in the
opposition, in the minority, he was probably
on the just side. He took part in practically
every great cause-trial of his period. Darrow
defended certain human liberties, certain hu-
man rights, but never had a systematized be-
lief or program for the race—except for a
while as a young man, when he was a single-
taxer. But even then he took up a belief
mostly because he was a lonely newcomer to
Chicago, and because he wanted to meet people
and talk before audiences.

His mechanistic futility was a tough crust.
In spite of this conviction that nothing did
any good, he battled in the courts with relent-
less and heroic energy; he fought through
three trials in the mining-strike frame-up of
Haywood, Pettibone, and Moyer, though all
the time suffering from a horribly painful
mastoid infection, though he had to read his
last argument from an invalid-chair in the
courtroom. He loved to expatiate on the pre-
ordained, accidental character of life, and
show how there had been only one chance in
trillions that his forefathers .would cross
through the same town westward, and send
their children to the same school, in order that
his parents might meet and he might be born;
he was full of that kind of what’s-the-use-it’s-
all-in-the-stars stuff, yet he was the greatest
individual factor on the side of trade unions
in a whole series of court battles, from the
Debs injunction case through the McNamara
dynamiting cases; he defended a Negro’s right
to live in his own house even if it bordered
a white man’s street in Detroit; he defended
a Tennessee teacher’s right to talk about
evolution. And out of the compassion in his
heart for any human tangled in what he so
pessimistically felt was a hopeless world, Dar-
row defended the right of a couple of rich
punks to kill deliberately another rich punk,
and a white man’s right to kill a brown man
whom he accused of raping his wife.

They burned his body a week or two ago in
Chicago, with thirty-three judges doing him
honor, and a federal-court judge—and for-
mer law partner—delivering the eulogy; to
Darrow it was an important point of principle
that a man’s body should be cremated. To
him, this was still an advanced idea, a com-
mon-sense cause that needed championirig.

Maybe he felt so strongly about this par-
ticular modernity because as a child he used to

By Meyer Levin

be depressed, even frightened by the piles of
coffins in the back of his father’s store. Dar-
row’s father was an undertaker and furniture
maker in the kindly town of Kinsman, Ohio;
a craft taken up after he had studied for the
ministry, but discovered that he couldn’t be
ordained to any creed with complete ease of
conscience. Thence came the rebel tradition
in Clarence.

And there from the memory of his father’s
circle of free-thinking friends sprang Darrow’s
continuous attitude through life, that sociable
belligerence so typical of the American small-
town infidel, the Ingersoll-spouter, the nay-
sayer nevertheless respected because he has
read more books than anyone else in town, and
accepted with a kindly after-all tolerance, be-
cause what harm can he do, being only one?

And when you got right down to it, didn’t
he engage in business just like anyone else?

When he was just a young lawyer who
had progressed from Kinsman to Ashtabula,
and then been but a year in Chicago, Clarence
Darrow made a speech before the Single
Tax Club that soon got him a job on the
city’s legal staff. And within a few years
Clarence Darrow was head lawyer, corpora-
tion counsel for the city of Chicago. He did
not enjoy this work very much, as he had to
be with aldermen a great deal; he said they
were a kindly, decent race, often even intelli-
gent, but he didn't like the day-to-day job of
dealing with them. The politicians who had
appointed him knew he was a single-taxer and
a kind of a radical, but they figured he could
get along with the boys—Darrow was so for-
giving that he always got along with the boys
—and they figured he would be honest with
the city. (At that time there was a sort of
reform mayor in Chicago, Cregier, who had
an idea that the legal department ought to be
honest.)

Clarence Darrow, the bright young infidel,
showed up so well in the corporation counsel
job that the Chicago & North Western Rail-
road decided he would be a good man to have
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as general attorney. Though his ideas on life
were not exactly kosher, they figured he would
be honest toward the company in his job; and
he was certainly a smart lawyer.

So Clarence Darrow worked for the rail-
road, and eased himself by thinking that he
was a lot more lenient in contesting work-
men’s compensation claims and injury claims
than an attorney of less radical views might
have been. He found the railroad owners to
be all fine, friendly people, respectful of his
views. All through his life he found the ad-
versaries to be kindly, charming, friendly folk,
neighborly, like the fundamentalists of Day-
ton, Tenn.,, who remembered to stock his
icebox when the community was all out of
groceries.

He worked for the railroad until the big
strike when some cars were burned in Chicago
yards, and Eugene Debs and other union offi-
cials were restrained by federal injunction
from assembling, talking, or thinking strike.
When the union asked Clarence Darrow to
fight this injunction, he felt he couldn’t do
so while working for a railroad, so he gave
up his job. And Mr. Marvin Hewitt, presi-
dent of the road, understood his position per-
fectly; in fact Hewitt insisted that he carry
on some railroad business that would not con-
flict with his sympathy for the workers. Dar-
row was proud that they remained personal
friends until Hewitt died, in 1920.

The Debs case was the beginning of Dar-
row’s great period as a labor lawyer. He was
a leader in the agitation for the release of the
Haymarket “anarchists” ; he defended Thomas
Kidd in the strike conspiracy charge against
the National Association of Wood Workers,
and throughout his entire career fought bit-
terly against the conspiracy laws, for he was
one of the first to detect that these laws were
capable of such loose interpretation and exten-
sion as to destroy entirely the very basic liber-
ties of speech and assembly. When he got the
McNamara brothers to plead guilty in the Los
Angeles Times dynamiting case, he was as-
sailed as a traitor to the cause of labor; this
case was a crisis in his life, and in his thinking
about himself. When he was well past seventy,
writing his autobiography, he was still in-
tensely defensive of the deal he made with the
prosecuting attorney.

Job Harriman, one of the attorneys for the defense,
was a candidate on the Socialist ticket and was hold-
ing meetings with large and enthusiastic audiences

. to a certain extent, the mayoralty campaign
and the case went together, and while I had never
been a Socialist I was more or less in accord with
that view, and thoroughly sympathized with the
aims of the party. On account of Mr. Harriman, 1
was sorry to have the plea of guilty entered, but, on
the other hand, the lives of my clients were at stake,
and I had no right or inclination to consider any-
thing but them. . . . T did not hesitate for a moment
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to choose the welfare of my clients. 1 never had
any question about it. My duty was perfectly plain.
Perhaps there are some who can imagine my posi-
tion in this dilemma, which was not really a di-
lemma—I knew just what to do. By every emotion
of my life, by the rules of my profession, I was
bound to act as I did and consider my clients
only, and I am glad that I did not stop to invite
compassion or sympathy. My life is made up, and
must stand as it is. But I was in a terrible crisis
that I faced almost alone.

Evidently, from this curiously contradictory
passage, the iconoclast’s social conscience still
bothered him, at seventy.

Darrow liked to repeat that he was by birth,
background, and inclination on the side of the
poor and oppressed. He was proud that he
had become a symbol to the helpless around
Chicago and even all over the world; proud
that his office anteroom was always filled with
the poorly dressed, the friendless, even the
cranks; he would listen patiently to their
stories; he defended hundreds without fee.

He was a kind of a Lincoln character; and
physically too, with his gaunt build and the
air of rural clumsiness he liked to preserve,
the suspender-thumbing. Politically, he fol-
lowed Lincoln so far as to spend a term in the
Tllinois state legislature; but there he stopped.
Though he campaigned for William Jennings
Bryan when Bryan was supposed to be the
poor man’s candidate for president, he did not
have enough faith in the possibility of better-
ing things through political action to go in
for a career himself. He often spoke with fire
about more equitable distribution of wealth,
but quenched his own fire in the conviction
that man was too selfish to maintain any sys-
tem of social justice.

Darrow quickly got over his single-tax
period. “Socialism seemed to me more logical
and profound,” he wrote in his autobiography.
“Socialism at least recognized that if man was
to make a better world it must be through the
mutual effort of human units; that it must be

some come of codperation that would include

all the units of the state. Still, while I was
in sympathy with its purpose, I could never
find myself agreeing with its methods. I had
too little faith in men to want to place myselt
entirely in the hands of the mass. And I
never could convince myself that any theory of
Socialism so far elaborated was consistent
with individual liberty. . . . Anarchism, as
taught by Kropotkin, Recluse, and Tolstoy,
impressed me more, but it impressed me only
as the vision of heaven held by the elect, a far
off dream that had no relation to life. So,
without having any specific radical faith, I al-
ways was friendly toward its ideals and aims,
and could feel and see the injustice of the
present system, and generally found myself in
conflict with it.”

He liked to debate on such questions as free-
will, and after-life; he talked without charge
for some outfit.--called the Free-Thinker; in
1917, he debated with Scott Nearing at the
Garrick Theatre in Chicago. Subject: Can
Democracy Cure the Social Ills of the World?
Darrow: No. “Almost nothing comes from the
people but work and votes,” Darrow said, “and

they do not know how to vote intelligently
enough to get rid of work; they never did.

- Wil they ever?” He was for letting every

individual develop freely, in order that more
geniuses might come to full expression of their
talents; he even had great admiration for
Henry Ford as a person who had shown a
powerful genius for organization. But then a
lot of otherwise smart people admired Ford
in 1917.

When he was a young man writing about
Whitman, he said, “I have faith to think that
all life is but a portion of a great inclusive
power, and that all is good and none is -bad.”
But when he was old, he said, “I am satisfied
that life is a serious burden which no thinking,
humane person would wantonly inflict on some-
one else. . . . The best that we can do is to
be kindly and helpful toward our friends and
fellow passengers who are clinging to the same
speck of dirt while we.are drifting side by side
to our common doom.”

NEW MASSES

In Chicago, all the young squirts idolized
liim, pronounced themselves agnostics, and de-
termined to be brilliant courtroom lawyers
like Darrow when they grew up, determined
to be ever-alert, charging across the country
to defend, without charge, anyone unjustly
accused. But they became slick corporation
lawyers, or they became trick criminal lawyers
who could get guys out on technicalities—
Darrow always scorned technical loopholes—
and some of them became lawyers who volun-
teered their services for the International
Labor Defense; and those, when they read
of his death, thought nostalgically of street-
corner arguments about Darrow in the
Leopold-Loeb case, in their agnostic youth-
time, and still wished they had some of
his slow, sympathetic genius for handling
witnesses, some of his inexhaustible rural
American energy; and those said, well, he
said nothing was worth doing, but he did
great things.
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By Their Writings

r I YHE American intellectual is confronted
with a difficult dilemma. On the one
hand he has heard that some of those

accused of plotting against the U.S.S.R. have
been among the leaders of Bolshevik thought;
on the other hand he is told that the very
writings of those individuals revealed their
opposition to Bolshevism and foretold their
sinking into the mire of counter-revolution.
The good American liberal, who is sympa-
thetic to the Soviet Union and to writers fa-
vorably reporting the Soviet Union, is particu-
larly displeased with those Communists who,
like myself, have a Russian background and
who, at one time, made it easier for the liberal
to get acquainted with, say, Bukharin, and at
another time not only accepted, unhesitatingly,
Bukharin’s guilt as conspirator, saboteur, diver-
sionist, spy, traitor; but also found grounds
for their acceptance in the known works of
Bukharin. “When were you wrong?” this
writer was repeatedly asked. ‘“When you re-
ported on the Soviet Writers’ Congress at
which Bukharin gave the main report on
poetry, or now, when you say that that re-
port itself reveals a dangerous anti- Bolshevik
trend? If you could be wrong yesterday or
four or ten years ago, how do we know you
are not wrong today?”’

The American intellectual’s dilemma—not
infrequently an honest bewilderment devoid of
Trotskyist malice—is due in large measure to
an excusable lack of information as to the na-
ture of Bolshevik leadership in the Soviet
Revolution and the role of the individual
theoretician. Marxism-Leninism is a perfect
ideological system, but not everyone who
wrote under that banner—and whose writ-
ings were found useful at one time or an-
other—was a Marxist-Leninist. Bolshevik
leadership in the Revolution pursued one
straight, well-considered line in harmony with
the interests and sentiments of the proletariat
and the other exploited masses, but not every
functionary active in the Revolution under
the banner of Bolshevism was a straight
Bolshevik. Trotsky never was a Bolshevik,
yet he was given important work in the first
years after October as long as he was willing
to follow, in the main, the line of the Bolshe-
vik Party. Bukharin, never a practical leader,
often wrote things that clashed with Marx-
ism-Leninism but, as long as he appeared to
be an ardent devotee of Marx and Lenin, he
was made use of in the Revolution. Both
Trotsky and Bukharin were criticized while
they were at the height of their careers; they
were severely taken to task by Lenin and
Stalin, often with very strong warnings as to
the dangers inherent in their stand and the
consequences to which it might lead them™if
they persisted in their errors. These warn-
ings, in the light of subsequent events, reveal

By Moissaye J. Olgin

an amazing clarity of understanding and fore-
sight: one is almost inclined to call them pro-
phetic. Yet while there were grounds to be-
lieve that those persons were doing their
honest best, one was inclined to let it go at
that; one believed that warnings might suffice.
Later when investigations by the judicial au-
thorities of the U.S.S.R. proved that those
persons had not been honest and had not been
doing their honest best but, on the contrary,
had been conspiring against the party and the
state, their “errors” assumed an ominous sig-
nificance. Rereading Trotsky’s and Bukharin’s
writings after the trials of the Trotsky and
Bukharin conspiratorial groups places many
of their utterances in a totally new light and
reveals many things that formerly escaped the
reader. It also sheds a new light on the criti-
cism leveled at these persons by Lenin and
Stalin. “Men like Trotsky are ‘the affliction
of our times’” (Lenin) ; “One does not argue
with men like Trotsky; one unmasks them as

intriguers of the lowest order” (Lenin);
“Trotsky distorts Bolshevism”  (Lenin) ;
“Trotsky leads an anti-party policy; he dis-

rupts party legality, he takes the path of ad-
venturism and split” (Lenin); “Trotskyism
is the advance detachment of the counter-
revolutionary bourgeoisie” (Stalin, 1931).
With the facts disclosed by the Soviet trials,
these and numerous other statements, which
have been known to the readers of Lenin and
Stalin for many years, assume an added signifi-
cance, appear in a new light. v

The same with Bukharin. Said Lenin:
“There exists the objective logic of the fac-
tional struggle which inevitably leads . . . to
a situation differing in nothing from unprinci-
pled demagogy. . . . It remains either to find
in oneself, to use Lasalle’s expression, ‘the

"physical force of reason’ (and character) in

order to recognize one’s error . . . or to clutch
at the remaining allies whoever they may be,
‘without noticing’ any principles. They have
remained the partisans of ‘democracy’ going
as far as losing their senses. And Bukharin
is rolling down to them, rolling down to Syn-
dicalism.” (V. 1. Lenin, Collected Works,
Vol. XXVI, p. 93.) Bukharin “(1)
gullible as to gossip and (2) in politics devil-
ishly unstable. The war pushed him to half-
anarchist ideas. At the conference that

adopted the Bern resolutions (Spring 1915)
he presented theses (I have them!)—the acme

of nonsensicalness; shame; semi-anarchism.”

(From a letter of March 1916. Lenin, Col-
lected Works, Russian, Vol. XXIX| pp. 229-
230.) Bukharin’s views “‘can only with very
grave doubt be classed as truly Marxist, for
there is in him something very scholastic
(he never studied and, I think, never fully
understood dialectics).” (Lenin, quoted by
Stalin in Problems of Leninism, tenth Russian
edition, pp. 271-272.) “The right deviation-
ists (Bukharinites) . are trying to demo-
bilize the party, to demobilize the working
class, to adapt our policy to the tastes of the
‘Soviet’ bourgeoisie, and thus give up in face
of the difficulties of our upbuilding.” (Stalin,
ibid, p. 287, 1929.) “Wherein lies the dan-
ger of Bukharin’s theory? . . . In that it lulls
the working class to sleep, it undermines the
mobilizational readiness of the revolutionary
forces of our country, it demobilizes the work-
ing class and makes easier the offensive of the
capitalist elements against the Soviet power.”
(Stalin, ibid, pp. 257-258.)

One would say Stalin predicted the forma-
tion by Bukharin of a counter-revolutionary
bloc to do just the things enumerated in the
last two quotations. And yet at the time
when the warnings were uttered, Stalin pro-
ceeded only on the basis of opinions expressed
by Bukharin. The trial of the Bukharin-
Trotsky bloc attaches extraordinary signifi-
cance both to such warnings by the Bolshe-
viks and to the theoretical and tactical wob-
blings of Bukharin.

It appears that what seemed in 1918-19
mere “wobblings” were symptoms of a deep-
going hostility toward Bolshevik theory and
practice, and unless one recognizes them as
such one may find oneself in a class with the
Norman Thomases who “lament” the execu-
tion of a “theoretician of the revolution.” A
theoretician Bukharin was, but his theorizing
was shot through with counter-revolutionary
ideas, as his tactics were always in a clash
with the tactics of the Bolshevik Party.

For, when the ‘“strange and monstrous”
thing happened, to use Lenin’s expression—
when Bukharin, posing as a “left” Commu-
nist, in 1918 refused to recognize the October
Revolution, declaring, together with Trotsky,
Yoffe, Sokolnikov, Pyatakov, etc., that “in the
interests of the international revolution we
consider it consistent with our aims to take
steps that may entail the possibility of losing
the Soviet power, which now becomes purely
formal”’*—was he not revealing that he was a
stranger to the whole business of the conquest
of power by the proletariat for the first time
in a colossal country? True, he covered his
repudiation of the Bolshevik Revolution by

* Quoted in Lenin’s Collected Works. Russian edi-

tion. Vol. XXII, p. 297.
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phrases about the “interests of the international
revolution,” but what kind of a revolutionism
is it that readily gives up a revolution just
made and victorious for the sake of a phrase
about revolutions to come? And did not the
sabotage of Brest-Litovsk, the resignations of
Trotsky, Sokolnikov, etc., betray the fact that
October was not valuable in their eyes? What
was requested of them, and what Lenin in-
sisted upon, was o save the October Revolu-
tion by signing a bad peace rather than sacri-
fice the Revolution by giving the Kaiser’s
armies an opportunity to ally themselves with
the vanquished Russian capitalists and crush
the Soviet power. If to Bukharin, Trotsky,
et al, the Soviet power in February 1918 had
become “purely formal,” was it to them any-
thing more than that at any time? And if
that was their stand, does it surprise us over-
much when we learn now that Bukharin was
ready to imprison Lenin in the spring of 1918,
and that Trotsky sometime later established
connections with the German general staff?
All these things would be strange and mon-
strous on the part of people accepting the Octo-
ber Revolution and realizing its full historical
significance, but they are not surprising now
when compared with what the same people
said and did in the course of many years.

The root of the whole attitude lies in the
Trotskyist “idea” of the impossibility of So-
cialism in one country. Because Lenin main-
tained that the independent existence of the
Soviet Union was possible for a while even
without a revolution in the other European
countries, since the aid of the masses of those
countries could be reckoned upon under all
circumstances, Bukharin et Cie. had the
temerity to say, as the Trotskyites say now,
that the idea of a world revolution had been
abolished. “The Russian Revolution, having
ceased to stake its fate on a European revolu-
tion, by that token would have signed its
death sentence. In one country, and a back-
ward one at that, it is not possible to intro-
duce Socialism in life.” (The magazine Com-
munist, organ of Bukharin-Pyatakov, No. 2,
1918, article “Foreign Policy”.) It was in
castigating this stand that Lenin made his fa-
mous remark: “When one maneuvers Bukha-
rin-like, one can ruin a good revolution.”

We may proceed step by step and find the
same streak of disbelief in the revolution, in
the party and its leadership that guide the
revolution, in the masses who carry through
the revolution in closest codperation with the
party, in the possibility of overcoming diffi-
culties due to this marvelous combination of
forces. Disbelief engenders hostility to what
is; hostility leads further down. Labels may
change; in the case of Bukharin the label
“left” was replaced by “right”; the substance
refnained.

Disbelief in the Soviet state dictated the
factional struggle at the end of 1920 and
the first months of 1921 in connection with
the trade-union question. The Trotsky-
Bukharin combination demanded the transfer-
ence of the management of the industries from

the Sovret state to the trade unions, thus ex-
pressing their lack of confidence in the Soviets
and at the same time proposing to leave the
workers without a direct representation of
their own in the form of trade unions. The
plan, if carried through, said Lenin, would
have split the revolutionary forces and endan-
gered the Revolution. The discussion—with
unscrupulous factional methods on the part of
Trotsky, Bukharin, and others—created a crisis
in the party. But what was a crisis for peo-
ple who said Socialism could not be built in
the Soviet Republic anyway, and that the
party was no longer interested in the revo-
lution in other countries?

The trade union struggle was still waged
by Bukharin as a “left,” but soon he found
it more convenient to come out as a “‘right.”
The Nepman had made his appearance! Capi-
talism once more was active in the country’s
economy, and manufacturers, traders, and
peasant exploiters once more were making
profits! To the Bolsheviks that was a tran-
sient phenomenon, making it easier to tide over
the period of economic collapse caused by eight
years of war and civil war. Lenin and Stalin
knew that as soon as state and codperative en-
terprises in the cities and agricultural collec-
tives in the countryside would have made
enough headway, as they were bound to under
the guidance and protection of the proletarian

Snow
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state, the Nepmen and kulaks would be liqui-
dated as a class. Not so Bukharin. To him
the exploiters had come to stay. To him they
were the white light of new Russia. “Enrich
yourselves,” he said to ‘them in effect. “You
arc welcome. Socialism in this country can-
not be built.”

Said Bukharin in his pamphlet, Road to
Socialism :

The fundamental network of our codperative peas-
ant organizations will consist of codperative cells
not of a kulak, but of a “labor” type, cells that
grow into the system of our state organization and
thus become links of one chain of Socialist economy.
On the other hand, the kulak coéperative nests will
similarly, through banks, etc., grow into the same
system; but to a certain degree they will be an
alien body, for instance, like the concession enter-
prises. (p. 49)

From this it follows, first, that kulak co-
operatives, i.e., organizations of capitalist
peasant exploiters, will exist not only for many
years to come, but will also become part of
the Socialist system, and, second, that in the
same Socialist system there will also be capi-
talist industrial enterprises in the form of con-
cessions to foreign capitalists. Obviously, the
“Socialism” that Bukharin envisaged in 1928
and 1929 was rather different from real So-
cialism: it contained associations of capitalist
peasants (rich farmers) and also enterprises
owned by foreign capitalists. Bukharin also
envisaged Nepmen (native capitalists) “grow-
ing” into the “Socialist” system.

When a man visualizes capitalism as peace-
fully developing and becoming part of Social-
ism, he naturally foresees a weakening and not
a strengthening of the class struggle, particu-
larly between the capitalist and non-capitalist
elements of the village. This was Bukharin’s
stand, who declared in the same pamphlet that
the phenomena of struggle “would become
more rare and in the end will entirely dis-
appear.” (p. 54)

We dJdo not wonder, then, that Bukharin
came out against the first Five Year Plan, that
he considered it “Utopia,” that he advanced
the slogan so beloved by the bourgeoisie:
“From the bricks of the future one cannot
build the factories of today” (revealing an
absolute lack of confidence in the constructive
forces of the masses under Bolshevik leader-
ship), and that in an article, “Notes of an
Eccnomist,” published in the Soviet press in
October 1928, he declared that “the excessive
demands made by the Five Year Plan on the
budget make it unreal, and unreality is a very
substantial fault.”

As we read these statements now, we won-
der whether they were mere statements, mere
criticism, or the expression of a plan which
even at that time Bukharin and his associates
had elaborated and were preparing to realize
through means of conspiracies, kulak revolts,
etc. The program of the Bukharin-Trotsky
block as revealed at the last trial contained,
at any rate, the existence of rich peasants, the
existence of concessionaires, the existence of
large groups of individual peasants, and the
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functioning of- private capitalists as Nepmen.
When Stalin said that the right deviationists
were “demobilizing the working class” and
“making easiér the offensive of the capitalist
elements against the Soviet power,” he possibly
fought not only a false theory but also a
pernicious capitalist-like program of action.

That the writings of these plotters contained
not only a wrong criticism and a wrong fore-
cast, but that the “forecast” is at times a pro-
gram given to the followers to put into opera-
tion, is abundantly clear from a pamphlet by
Trotsky, entitled, Problems of the Develop-
ment of the U.S.8.R., completed in April
1931 (published that year in the United
States). The pamphlet contains the usual
criticism of “bureaucracy,” of “abandoning the
principles of October,” etc. The pamphlet
introduces a new word, used in a sense that is
the reverse of its direct meaning, namely,
“plebiscitary.” Trotsky calls the Soviet system
a “plebiscitary regime’ and “plebiscitary appar-
atus”’—but this terminology is not the impor-
tant thing. The important thing is that he be-
lieves that it will be possible to seize the
existing apparatus and use it for Trotskyist
purposes. ‘“Between the present function of
the apparatus and its possible functions,” he
says, “the blood of civil war would still have
to flow.” In other words, he foresees civil
war, as the result of which it will be possible
to utilize at least part of the apparatus of the
Soviets, namely, that in which the Trotskyites
will entrench themselves. ‘“The victorious
counter-revolution would find precisely in the
plebiscitary apparatus the invaluable elements
for the establishment of its domination.” This
was certainly more than a prediction. Simi-
larly it was more than a prediction when T'rot-
sky wrote that the victory of the counter-
revolution “would be unthinkable without the
passage of decisive sections of the apparatus to
the side of the bourgeoisie.”” This is why
Trotsky established connections wtih the bour-
geoisie not only in the Soviet Union but also
on a world scale.

But will the apparatus yield to counter-revo-
lution? Trotsky argues that a part of it at
least has become corrupted. (In other words,
he reckons on the corruption that his agents
would cause among certain sections of the
Soviet’s officialdom.) “The Soviet bureau-
cracy, which represents an amalgam of the

upper stratum of the victorious proletariat with

broad strata of the overthrown classes, includes
in its make-up a mighty agency of world capi-
tal.” It is on this section of the bureaucracy

that he banked. It is these elements that he

was eager to win and whose numbers he in-
tended to increase.

There is a dual power, says Trotsky. There
were first the capitalists plain and simple, the
former manufacturers and bankers, then the
bourgeois engineers (Ramzin and others), then
Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionists. Now
these elements are weaker, but the ‘“dual
power exists—in the apparatus itself” (T'rot-
sky’s agents!). These elements can do much
damage. “The wreckers now invest the tem-

Rhymes for 1938

(Dedicated to those of my friends, writers, artists, intellectuals,
who although anti-fascist abstain from anti fascist action.)

Oh, see the new tenants of the ivory towers
Dedicated to culture with all their powers,
Who only sigh as time bongs the fascist hours.

O, listen to their ultra-cultured snores
And read the mottoes on their ivory doors:
“Herein Breathes An Anti-Fascist Who Only Jaws.”

In fact an anti-fascist who knows: Democracy is a Cause.
But as to action says, “Oh please? Suppose? Let’s pause?
Consider? Ahem? What can we do? You see? Because?”’
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“Anti-fascist? Oh yes and yes, and yes indeed.
We know that the Oppressed Masses are in need
And also, Humanity and Culture burn and bleed.”

“But what? Join Committees and things?
Not now. We've books to write, paints to sling.
Our works of art for all Men will sing.”

Oh yeah! Oh yeah? And like fun!
In Italy they put you on the run.
On the Lipari Isles you take the sun.

And in brown shirt Germany as well
In concentration camps you rot and smell,
Or in exile remember your fatherland’s a hell.

Ob, see the new tenants of the ivory towers
Americans who know: Democracy is a Cause.

But as to action say: “Wait? Suppose? Let’s pause.”
Oh, see the new tenants of the ivory towers.

*

pos with an adventurist scope and thereby

_prepare dangerous crises. The bureaucrats
zealously display the shield of Socialism over

the collective farms in which the kulaks are
hiding. Not only ideological but also organi-
zational tentacles of the counter-revolution
have penetrated deeply into the organs of the
proletarian dictatorship, assuming a protective
coloration.” Trotsky writes all this in the
form of a criticism, but in reality he gives a
description of what his people do and what
they ought to do.

Civil war—this is what he envisages. When
civil war comes, “state economy will suddenly
feel the full force of the political contradic-
tions,” meaning that those elements who will
be on the other side of the barricades will try
te disrupt the Socialist economy. “The man-
agement of the trusts would quickly approach
the position of private owners or agents of for-
eign capital, to which many of them would be
compelled to turn in their struggle for exist-
ence” (especially when induced to do so by
Trotsky’s agents). That plotter went so far
as even to foresee a situation where army gen-
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erals would be in the lead. “Who would oc-
cupy the main place at first in the camp of
the counter-revolution : the adventurist-Praeto-
rian elements of the type of Tukhachevsky,
Bluecher, Budenny, downright refuse of the
type of Bessedovsky, or still weightier elements
of the type of Ramzin?” (p. 31.) This, says
Trotsky, cannot be decided beforehand, but
from this “forecast” it is obvious that working
among the heads of the army was part of his
plan.

Seldom did counter-revolution reveal its
cards so openly as did Trotsky in that pam-
phlet. We may not be wrong iIn assuming that
the program was a bid to the other counter-
revolutionists to join with him on a common
platform. The organizational consummation of
the plot, as we know, took place in 1932.

When soft-hearted liberals step forth now
and begin to bemoan the fate of these traitors,
we can only say to them: Read carefully the
works of these people and you will be con-
vinced that their actions were only one step
further in the direction clearly indicated by
their writings.
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READERS’

FORUM

Hemingway and the Italians

To THE NEw MASSES:

HE first issue of the new magazine, Ken, sur-

prised me exceedingly with regard to Ernest
Hemingway. First, because I do not understand
how a liberal and anti-fascist writer can be the
star feature of a double-dealing magazine which
calls loyalist Spain (for which Hemingway has
fought), China, and the Soviet Union the “black
plague.” Second, because of Hemingway’s article
itself. It is on this second point that I take issue.
Undoubtedly, Hemingway set out to write an anti-
fascist article, but when I read the finished product
I turned away with chagrin and disappointment.
It is apparently the intent of the article to point
out a conclusion, with which I fully agree: that
fascist Italy is the weakest link in the fascist chain,
that it is on this link that the forces of democracy
must deliver their hammer blows, and that the place
for concentrating this attack on fascism is Spain.
This is clear observation and sound reasoning.

However, the intent of the article is vitiated by
false argumentation, and precisely because his argu-
ments are wrong his conclusion loses much of its
effect. Mr. Hemingway not only omits the role that
the Italian people must play as a factor—the main
factor—in the struggle against the fascist regime
and for its overthrow, but his contemptuous attitude
towards the Italian people plays into the hands of
fascist demagogy and chauvinism.

He states he has ‘“seen too much of that great,
spouting, roaring murder that Italians love to do
(see little Mussolini’s book) when they think no-
body will come a-murdering back; to believe that
fascism has strengthened their characters very
much.”

He continues: “No, they are still Italians. They
are the ones who are afraid to die and still want
to be soldiers (you can be afraid to die and not
want to be a soldier and still be a good one) ; and
they still cry and moan for ‘Mama mia’ when
they’re hit.”

Need one defend the Italians, as a people, against
such vilifying? Hemingway is defeating his own
purpose with his own hands. Simple logic should
make him realize that while the pressure of the
democratic forces of the world and defeat of the
Italian army in Spain should be considered as the
first deadly blows to fascism, its complete defeat
will have to be brought about by the Italian people
in their homeland.

It is obvious that a blow against the Italian army
in Spain would have great repercussions in Italy.
The many hundreds of Italy’s sons, fighting under
the banner of the Garibaldian traditions in Spain
are not only motivated by a central reason—defense
of Spanish democracy—but by another reason as
well. They know that on the fields of Spain they
are fighting at the same time the fight of the Italian
people.

Mr. Hemingway does not see this. Instead of
conceiving of the Italian people as a positive factor
in the struggle against the fascist regime, he sees
only—“five hundred out of a nation”; he does not
see the nation that sent under such terrific diffi-
culties, the five hundred and many hundreds more.
Hemingway, by employing such arguments gives
rope to the hangmen of the Italian people. He gives
ammunition to fascism.

In his analysis, he disregards completely the eco-.

nomic and social conditions of the country, the role
of labor, of the peasantry, of the anti-fascist forces
growing up in Italy. He ignores the increasing

-

anti-regime sentiment of the masses that grows out
of dissatisfaction with Mussolini’s policy as to the
rape of Austria by Nazi Germany, the dissatisfac-
tion arising out of the conquest of Ethiopia and the
invasion of Spain. The historic revolutionary tradi-
tions of the Italian people are completely ignored.
Mr. Hemingway shows that he has no faith in these
people. He feels contempt for them. All his argu-
ments that seemingly lead to a common aim that
we have with him, the defeat of fascism, can be
summarized in one conception, i e., it is easy to
defeat Italy for the simple reason that the Italian
people are a cowardly people who have never
produced good soldiers, “not even in Caesar’s time.”
To prove that, he goes so far as to take the example
of Caporetto, without analyzing the causes of that
defeat.

Let us follow Hemingway’s logic further. Why
are not the Italians good soldiers? Why are the
Italian people a herd of cowards, with the exception
of the five hundred fighters on the side of the
loyalists and maybe some fifty thousand in Italy
itself, plus some contingents of Alpine troops? What
is it that gives these fifty thousand a superior quality
of soldiers? Is it because of the atmosphere of the
Alps? Is it because of some peculiarity in the
nervous system, made strong by peculiar surround-
ings? Is it because, as stated by German propa-
gandists during the World War, the Italians of the
North, of the seven communes, specifically, have in
them some Teutonic blood? Following this line of
reasoning, Mr. Hemingway himself can see to what
nonsense his type of logic leads.

The fact that Mussolini did not succeed in trans-
forming the character of the Italian people, is not
that enough proof that there is something healthy
in the Italian people, that these people can appear
as a herd of cowards when they do not intend to
fight for a cause they do not feel and that precisely
this refusal to fight is a sign of a healthy strength?

Mr. Hemingway admits that there are exceptions.
The five hundred, for example, fighting on the
loyalist side. Are they fighting on the loyalist side
because they are not part and parcel of the Italian
people? The case is just the opposite. They are
good soldiers because they understand what they are
fighting for, because they represent the aspirations,
the anti-fascist cause of the Italian people, of which
they are part and parcel.

Hemingway wants the defeat of Italian fascism.
Good. That is what I want. But instead of appeal-
ing to the Italian people, demonstrating his solidar-
ity in their struggle against the barbarous fascist
regime, he insults them, using arguments taken out
of the garbage can of chauvinism, as expressed in
the last World War and further developed by the
“theoreticians” of fascism. We American anti-
fascists of Italian extraction fight fascism and will
continue to fight fascism with the aim of breaking
the chains of exploitation of the Italian people. We
anti-fascist Americans of Italian extraction are
working to win the Italian people to our side against
the fascist regime. That is what the Garibaldi
Battalion tried successfully at Guadalajara. We are
not Mohammedans who wait for the automatic col-
lapse of the fascist dictatorship, nor do we play all
our cards on outside help. We are firmly convinced
that it is by the blows of the Italian people that
fascism will be overthrown in Italy. The revolu-
tionary traditions of the Italian people are not dead.
Nor are the good soldiering traditions dead, as
proven by those thousands of heroes who for cen-
turies fought against foreign invasion, foreign occu-
pation, and finally won the battle of Italian inde-
pendence.

Hemingway’s arguments do not persuade the
Italian people to break away from fascist influence.
On the contrary, they strengthen Mussolini’s chau-
vinistic arguments. If Hemingway would have
given more thought to the question, he would have
found that the Versailles Treaty, by which the
strongest capitalist countries swallowed the greatest
part of the spoils, played a big part in Mussolini’s
demagogy, in his continuous threats to France and
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Great Britain, in fostering the revenge spirit that
has deepened among large masses of Italian people,
especially in the ranks of the middle classes.

Furthermore, Mr. Hemingway forgets that there
are from four to five million Italians in the United
States, in which the struggle between the forces of
reaction and democracy is sharpening. He forgets
that among these four to five million, the agents of
fascism, Hearst, and other reactionaries, are very
active. The winning of these millions to the progres-
sive forces, cannot be brought about by the silly
attacks on their racial pride contained in Mr. Hem-
ingway’s article. In fact, I would not be a bit sur-
prised to see portions of Mr. Hemingway’s article
reprinted in the papers of the Italian Hearst, in
Generoso Pope’s fascist papers in New York City,
and used by this Tammany reactionary stooge to
arouse the Italians in the United States against
loyalist Spain, against the friends of the loyalist
Spain, and against American progressives. The prob-
lem of the progressive forces is to take away our
people from the influence of the reactionaries; to
get the millions of Italians lined up against reac-
tion and in support of peace and democracy. Cer-
tainly, Mr. Hemingway must see that his article
would not influence them in this direction, but
would only help drive them into the arms of the
reactionaries, the fakers, the fascist demagogues,
and Tammany Hall.

1 register this criticism not just for the sake of
being critical. I register this criticism as an Amer-
ican of Italian extraction and because I am anti-
fascist.

I am fully mindful of Hemingway’s splendid con-
tributions to the cause of world anti-fascism. My
remarks are directed to Ernest Hemingway as a
fellow anti-fascist in whose sincerity and loyalty I
have the fullest confidence. I am hopeful that we
will continue to fight shoulder to shoulder against
the common enemy for the defense of world peace
and democracy and for the decisive defeat of fascism
in Spain, Italy and Germany.

New York City.

Viro MARCANTONIO.

Letters in Brief

The Musicians’ Committee to Aid Spanish Dem-
ocracy advises us that they have received a letter
from Segovia, Spanish guitarist, confirming his pro-
Franco sympathies. . . . Ambassador Alexander A.
Troyanovsky will be the principal speaker at a
celebration on the afternoon of April 17, in honor
of the tenth anniversary of Biro-Bidjan, the first
and only autonomous Jewish territory in the world.
The meeting will be held at the Manhattan Opera
House, 34th Street and Eighth Avenue, New York
City. . . . An all-Mexican program has been ar-
ranged by the People’s Forum for Saturday, April
23, at 8 p.m., at the New School, 66 West 12th
Street, New York City. Dr. Salvadore Mendoza and
Roberto Berdecio will speak; Miriam Blecker and
The Dance Group have prepared a dance, and
Jesus Duron, with S. Fuentes and J. Crespo, will
give a piano and vocal recital. Tickets may be had
at the Workers’ Bookshop.

Selden Rodman, editor of Common Sense, takes
exception to that part of Granville Hicks’ poem in
the last literary section of NEw MaAasses in which
the name of his magazine was coupled with those of
Books and the Saturday Rewview. “Mr. Hicks’ inclu-_
sion of Common Sense in his Bohemian-reactionary
context is less than just,” writes Mr. Rodman. . . .
The New Theatre League has inaugurated a service
to book entertainers for summer resorts. Those in-
terested may apply at the offices of the New Theatre
League, 132 West 43rd Street, New York City. . . .
The Actors’ Repertory Company is now booking
parties for Washington Jitters, which they will pre-
sent in association with the Theatre Guild at the
Guild Theatre, beginning April 18. The company
will be remembered for its productions of Let Free-
dom Ring, Hymn to the Rising Sunm, Private Hicks,
and Bury the Dead, and others.
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Proletarian
Childhood

UnDpER THE OPEN SKY, by Martin Andersen
Nexo. Translated by J. B. C. Watkins. Van-
guard Press. $3.

F the school of proletarian writers,
Martin Andersen Nexd remains after
several decades the grandest figure and the
most lovable. Surpassed by none in his ability
to plumb the depths of that inferno of slums
to which unchecked industrialism consigned its
workers, and in his clear awareness of causes
and cures, he far excels most in his large hu-
manity, his tender comprehension, and, above
all, his confident, unquenchable optimism con-
cerning an ultimate future unsullied by pov-
erty and exploitation. If these qualities were
welcome when Pelle the Conqueror was writ-
ten, they are desperately needed now. Hence
the passage of years brings Nexd’s novels
closer to us instead of alienating them by dis-
tance.

In Under the Open Sky, Nexo gives us the
story of his childhood, first in the slums of
Copenhagen and later on a farm in Born-
holm : material upon which he has drawn from
time to time for fictional use. Readers of
Pelle will recognize types and scenes reminis-
cent of “The Ark” (the slum dwelling in
which the hero grew up); presented thus
simply as autobiography they are even more
moving. “I have often had to laugh when
people have complained of my crass realism,”
says Nex6. “If they only knew what the real-
ity was like! If I had described the episodes
in question as I actually experienced them, I
should have been hissed—perhaps stoned—out
of existence.” Yet he does not stress the
bizarre or sensational. Rather it is the weary
attrition of a daily struggle with malnutrition,
crowded ' living, illness, and childish fears
which he makes us share with the Martin An-
dersen of sixty years ago. The tone is not
plangent; but these are the general conditions
which necessarily determine incident and de-
scription.

" As Nexo6 looks back with his present sharp-
ened vision and understanding, he sees the re-
lations of things which were, of course, hidden
from the child’s sight. Then he was merely
aware, for instance, that at a certain period his
mother did not have to work, that his father
came home proudly with his wages on Satur-
day night instead of wasting what little he had
(out of illogical but very human shame at
their inadequacy) in the tavern; that his par-
ents could afford a few little pleasures and
that the children breathed freely because there
was no more drunkenness and violence to be
feared when the father came home. Now he
understands that this little interlude of com-
parative peace was caused by vast international
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issues and events unknown to his family at
the time: the flood of spending and investment
resulting from the payment of reparations by
France to Germany in 1871 had helped to lift
his family for a brief time from the marshy
flats of the worst poverty; the ensuing ebb
brought back the familiar round of hunger,
illness, and drunkenness. The child’s world,
vividly protrayed as it is in every intimate de-
tail, is related to the great world outside
which shaped it.

Nex§’s awareness of class provides him with
the theme of much reminiscent illumination.
“Someone or other—Ellen Key, I think—has
called the nineteenth century ‘the century of
the child,”” he says. “This is one of the fair
falsehoods in which liberalism in its heyday
was so rich; in reality no age has been so cruel
to the child as the age of industrialism, which
finally—in order not to exterminate it alto-
gether—was forced to legislate against itself.
... The children of the ‘century of the child’
had, as a rule, to live their childhood without
knowing what it means, humanly speaking, to
have a father. He—‘the man’ as my little
sister called Father—left home at four o’clock
in the morning; when the children awakened,
he had long been gone. And when he returned
in the evening, the mother had usually seen to
it that they were out of the way; one never
knew, of course, what state he might be in. . ..
It would be difficult for any very cordial re-
lationship to spring out of this; he remained
a stranger— the man.””

‘We need to be reminded of these distinctions.
The pertinent and illuminating digressions in
Nexo’s autobiography provide a commentary
on his novels, in which for artistic reasons they
could not appropriately be included. The
publication of this excellent translation (for
which we are indebted to J. B. C. Watkins)

will win increased admiration and affection

X W |
Hyman Warsager
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for this son of the Danish working class whose
art belongs to the whole world.
MARGARET SCHLAUCH.

Robespierre
and Psychoanalysis

ROBESPIERRE, THE INCORRUPTIBLE, by Fried-
rich Sieburg. Translated by John Dilke. Rob-
ert M. McBride & Co. $3.

H ISTORIANS of the ¥rench Revolution
have varied drastically in their ap-
praisal of Robespierre. His admirers from
Babeuf to Mathiez eulogized him as the great
revolutionist who aimed at social and economic
equality. His detractors, from Michelet to
Aulard, regarded him as a narrow ‘‘scribe”
and “priest” and as a scheming politician with-
out courage. Perhaps the most judicious esti-
mate of him was given by Marat. Robespierre,
he said, had the “enlightened ideas of a wise
legislator,” the ‘“‘uprightness of a gentleman
and the zeal of a patriot,” but he lacked both
the audacity and vision of a statesman.

The biography now under review is in the
tradition of detraction. Mr. Sieburg’s Robes-
pierre is a deistic Pope and a narrow dogma-
tist, who tried to apply the metaphysical
“general will” of Rousseau to practical poli-
tics, and who for the sake of this idea slew his
fellow citizens.

Mr. Sieburg presents a Freudian interpre-
tation of the great Jacobin leader: Robespierre
was inhibited, perhaps impotent. Hence his
moral severity, his rectitude, his puritanic ways,
his self-righteousness and asceticism ; hence his
contempt for dandies and libertines and for the
brilliant Girondist intellectuals, the revolu-
tionists of the salon. Robespierre, says the
auther, yearned for a carefree life, but he
could not let himself go. Instead of driving
home from some restaurant or brothel, like
some of his colleagues in the government, he
worked at home through the night on his
speeches and reports, or contented himself with
a short walk on the boulevard, accompanied
by his fiancée, Eléonore Duplay. Robespierre
was a sad man, in a sense, an introvert. The
extermination of his opponents was not the
culmination of an irreconcilable clash over
politics, but was motivated by a secret thirst
for revenge on those who were happy and en-
joyed themselves.

The policy of the “Terror” was Robes-
pierre’s, contends Mr. Sieburg. On him must
be heaped all the blame for the excesses com-
mitted by corrupt and unscrupulous politicians
like Tallien, Barras, and Fouché. The inhu-
man policy was endured by France only as long
as it was menaced by foreign enemies. But
the victory of French arms sounded the death-
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THE OPEN ROAD

IN THE

SOVIET UNION

A visit to the Soviet Union is most in-
teresting when changes are in process,
as they are today. The Open Road offers
five long trips under leaders whose
study of Soviet affairs and first-hand
acquaintance with the country has been
continuous over a period of years.

FOURTH ANNUAL TRAVEL COLLECTIVE
IN THE SOVIET UNION, under leadership
of Dr. Joshua Kunitz, just back from three
years in the Soviet Union. Leningrad, Mos-
cow, Ukraine, Caucasus, Soviet Armenia,
Crimea. Sailing July 6. Back September 1.

PUBLIC HEALTH IN THE SOVIET UNION,
under leadership of Dr. Henry E. Bigerist,
author of “Socialized Medicine in the So-
viet Union.” Five weeks of study and ob-
servation in principal cities and health
resorts. Program arranged with coopera-
tion of Peoples Commissariat of Health.
Sailing June 11. Back August 12.

THE SOVIET UNION AND ITS DRAMATIC
ARTS, under leadership of Norris Hough-
ton, author of ‘“Moscow Rehearsals.” A
month of metropolitan and folk theatre in
the great cities, the Caucasus, Soviet
Armenija, and the Crimea. Sailing June 8.
Back July 30.

THE SOVIET UNION, under leadership of
Dr. F. Tredwell 8Smith, who has visited
the Soviet Union eleven times. Leningrad,
Moscow, Volga, Caucasus, Soviet Armenia,
Crimea, Kiev., etc. Sailing June 29. Back
August 28.

THE SOVIET UNION, under leadership of
Robert Magidoff, an American writer, res-
ident in the Soviet Union for the past four
years. Copenhagen, Stockholm, Helsing-
fors, Leningrad, Moscow, Ukraine, Cauca-
sus, Black Sea, Crimea. Sailing July 6.
Back September 1.

TRIPS COMBINING EUROPE
AND THE SOVIET UNION

ITALY, TURKEY, SOVIET TUNION AND
GERMANY, under leadership of Professor
Goodwin Watson. A contrasting study of
the psychology of social change. Sailing
June 29. Back September 4.

“INSIDE EUROPE.” Auspices American Stu-
dent union. France, Czechoslovakia, Soviet
Union, Finland, Sweden, Denmark, Eng-
land. For college students only. Sailing
June 29. Back August 16.

SCANDINAVIA AND SOVIET UNION. Nor-
wegian fjords, Copenhagen, Stockholm,
Swedish countryside plus Leningrad, Mos-
cow, the Ukraine and Crimea. For college
students only. Sailing July 2. Back Sept. 2.

EUROPE AND THE SOVIET UNION, with
special reference to consumers cooperation.
London, Copenhagen, Stockholm, Helsing-
fors, Leningrad, Moscow, Berlin, Geneva,
Paris. Sailing July 2. Back August 15.

LIBRARIES AND LITERARY LANDMARKS
OF EUROPE AND THE SOVIET UNION,
under leadership of Fanny Goldstein, Li-
brarian, West Eind Branch, Boston Public
Library. London, Manchester, Stratford,
Oxford, Copenhagen, Stockholm, Helsing-
fors, Leningrad, Moscow, Paris. Sailing
August 24. Back October 9.

[ J
You travel with companions of
your own mental age in a small
informal group — those things
best done together are done
cooperatively; otherwise yon
pursue your own interests.

For rates, itineraries,
programs, ete., address:

ROAD

8 W. 40th ST.
NEW YORK

Cooperating in the Soviet Union with Intourist
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knell both of the “Terror” and of its high

priest.

This picture is wrong on many counts, of

which only a few can be specified. In the
first place, Robespierre was not the bloody
dictator that the author has painted; he dis-
approved of the ruthless policies of Fouché in
Lyons and of Carrier in Nantes. His opinions
were accepted in the Convention and in the
Committee of Public Safety because he was
perhaps their most influential member, because
he had succeeded in identifying himself with
the cause of the Revolution.

In the second place, the Girondins were
persecuted not because Robespierre was envious
of their worldliness and of their intellectual
attainments, as Mr. Sieburg maintains, but be-
cause they stood for federalism and for mid-
dle class rule as against the urban masses whom
they hated, while the Mountainists, whose
apparent spokesman Robespierre was, were for
the dictatorship of Paris and championed the
cause of the dispossessed and disfranchised.

In the third place, Robespierre’s quarrel
with Danton was not based on jealousy, as the
author would have us believe. It was not a
struggle for personal hegemony. Babeuf, who
had a much clearer insight into the sordid
politics in the Revolution than Mr. Sieburg,
observed in No. 40 of his Tribun du Peuple
that Danton was “the protector of all those
who were eager for the republic of the rich,”
who wished to use the Revolution to acquire
“gold, property, estates, palaces, beautiful mis-
tresses, and all pleasures put together.” At the
time of Danton’s trial people wondered how
such an affable, easy-going, and courageous
leader who had helped save the Revolution
could censpire to overthrow it. That was not
possible, they said, and they denied the verac-
ity of the charges. Even today, in the face
of the careful researches of a Mathiez, Eu-
gene Lyons waxes melancholic over the good
Danton who had been unjustly guillotined by
his fanatical rival, and Mr. Sieburg states dog-
matically that the evidence against Danton
was “fiimsy.” But the investigations of
Mathiez have shown that Danton was a coarse
and unprincipled politician who had sur-
rounded himself with rascals and low com-
pany, who had enriched friends at the expense
of the treasury, when he was minister, and
who had no scruples about filling his own pock-
ets, even if it meant being in the pay of the
court. Armed with abundant documentary evi-
dence, Mathiez concludes that “Danton was
behind all the intrigues of the profiteers as
well as behind all the intrigues of the counter-
revolutionists,” that he was “linked by visible
threads with all the suspected agents of espio-
nage and counter-espionage of the bankers and
gamblers.” Danton died because he represented
the base and corrupt elements in the Revolu-
tion, because he plotted to overthrow the revo-
lutionary government and to institute the reign
of the nouwveaux riches.

* What was the cause of Robespierre’s down-
fall? We cannot accept Mr. Sieburg’s explana-
tion that Robespierre wished to impose through
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“Destitute”’

intimidation the reign of virtue on a people
that refused to be virtuous, for the Jacobin
dictatorship was not a personal instrument of
government but that of a party. Policies were
framed not by him alone but by the Committee
of Public Safety as a whole. It is our opinion
that Robespierre’s fall may be attributed to
his weakness as a politician and to the inade-
quacy of his petty-bourgeois program. Robes-
pierre was somewhat unworldly. He did not
know how to be on friendly terms with men,
how to use them to advantage. Moreover, his
petty-bourgeois theories blinded him to the
aspirations of the Enragés and their proletarian
following, aspirations which Babeuf later gave
a definite form. By decapitating the leaders
of the revolutionary left, he alienated the sup-
port of the urban masses and thwarted the
social aims of the Revolution. By imposing
the maximum on wages he aroused the hos-
tility of the workers to his regime. These
did not stir to defend him against the vulgar
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opportunists who, with his fall, inaugurated
what Engels appropr.ately described as “the
bourgeois orgy.” SAMUEL BERNSTEIN.

Lynch
Terror

Jupce Ly~xcu: His First HUNDRED YEARS
by Frank Shay. Ives, Washburn. $2.50.

T does seem incredible to most Americans,
and certainly to the average European,
that anti-lynching legislation cannot become
an eventuality in the United States. Per-
- haps one of the reasons has been that not
encugh has actually been known about the his-
torical Hanging Judge. There have been ac-
counts, which were either overly emotional,
merely sociological, or dated, such as Walter
White’s Rope and Faggot, Arthur Raper’s
Tragedy of Lynching, and Cutler’s Lynch
Law. Frank Shay has now written a boo%
about the real Judge which is well documented
as well as easy to read. If I had the means, I
would see to it that a copy got into the hands
of every American, and I would include the
children, who so often make up a large part of
the spectator mob.

This book omits nothing of importance.
There is an account of the real Charles
Lynch; distinctions are made between this
Lynch and the legendary Judge. In the early
part of his description of Judge Lynch’s bloody
career, Shay finds it necessary to examine the
historical and economic events centering around
David Walker’s 4ppeal and the pre-war slave
revolts to show how “the southern ground was
being prepared for the advent of Judge
Lynch.” Shay is right, too, in placing the bar-
barities of frontier justice in their proper set-
ting and in their connections with the begin-
nings of the Klan, the Lovejoy and Mclntosh
cases. He concludes that by 1860 the ground
was fully prepared, and that by this year lynch-
ing had disgraced every one of the slave states
and many of the free states.

The “vilest of modern practices” has its leg-
endary and its gory facts, all of which are
woven into an unforgettable pattern here. We
are told why it is not “possible to codify the
great body of offenses coming within the pur-
view of Judge Lynch’s activities.” We learn
that in hundreds of cases, this all-high Judge
has reversed the lower courts. Many readers
will be shocked to learn that some of the capi-
tal offenses—among hundreds—in Judge
Lynch’s courts are: “activities in politics,”
“too uppity,” “too prosperous,” “not turning
out of the road for white boy in auto,” “riding
in train with white passengers,” “voodooism,”
“enticing a servant away,” “insanity,” “being
the brother or sister of the person accused of
the crime,” “burglary,” and “being unpopu-
lar.” Many will not believe that in 1918,
after the Armistice, as many as ten veterans
—only that number were recorded—were
lynched.

No section of the country has escaped the
tentacles of the Hanging Judge. Some parts of
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® ONE-SIXTH of the world’s surface beckons! An
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when you visit the So-
viet Union.
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mendous social change.
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cities.

and other

"WorLp ToURISTS specialize in Soviet Tours, conduct
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Soviet Seminar,
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TOURS AND CRUISES TO MEXICO
For efficient and personal service by rail, air,
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the country have special lynch techniques, such
as cutting off ears, fingers, cutting the heart
and liver to pieces, slitting open pregnant
women’s bellies and stomping the unborn babies
to death. In other parts of the country—Mr.
Shay cites the burning of Claude Neal, the
mutilation of Frank Norman, Eugene Poulnot,
and Joseph Shoemaker—Ilike Marianna and
Tampa, Fla., the air is always filled with
the virus of lynch terror. The lynchings of
Frank Little in Butter, Mont., and Wesley
Everest in Centralia, Wash., attest to the
wide territory to which the Judge’s rope ex-
tends, especially when the organization of
workers is being combated by the employers.

Shay tells the whole story with sledge-ham-
mer blows. He wants us to know that “the
basis of lynching Negroes in the South is so
obvious: the law of Judge Lynch is invoked to
keep the black in his economic and cultural
place.” It won’t be pleasant to learn the gall-
covered truth that “the lynch spirit is not the
monopoly of the South; it is firmly fixed in our
national psychology.” If Americans had known
these truths all along, there might well have
‘resulted the “awakened public consciousness of
the evil” which Shay believes is the only “ef-
fective curb.” That is why the fight to en-
act anti-lynching legislation, in this session
of Congress, must go on with renewed vigor.
And one way is the spreading of the message
in this book. EUGENE HoLMEs.

Dr. Williams’
Realism

Lire ALoNG THE Passaic River, by William
Carlos Williams. New Directions. $1.75.

HERE could be no better, no more

positive answer to those critics who
these days are busily expounding the theory
that the tradition of realism is dead than this
new collection of stories by Dr. Williams.
And if by any chance you have been reading
the astonishing hocus-pocus which, as a result
of this theory, has appeared here and there
lately under the name of fiction, stories writ-
ten with the most artificial motive possible,
namely, to form the literature of th.  sum-
ably more modern tradition of allegory, then
this collection of nineteen stories will seem to
you particularly fresh, particularly important.
Like Williams’ earlier books, W hite Mule
and In the American Grain, it is a reassertion
of the vitality of the only great tradition in
American prose; indeed, it makes one feel that
realism, far from being dead, is only now com-
ing into its fullest expression as art.

As uninterested in neurotic psychology as he
is in esoteric models, Dr. Williams never lifts
his eyes from the visible features of the imme-
diate American present, from the malforma-
tions on the political body of America. Prose
like that of the title story—a description of
the scene of most of the stories, the dreary mill
towns along the Passaic—is great because it is

“keen in its selection of telling detail, exact in
its presentation of the detail, wonderfully pre-
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cise and evocative in the picture which the de-
tail composes. The man who writes with this
accuracy and with this complete knowledge of
his material is no scientist by accident: preci-
sion in the handling of material is bred in his
bones. And when, in stories like “The Use of
Force,” or “The Girl with a Pimply Face,”
action, inevitable to the conditions of living in
the setting, dramatize the setting in terms of
the individual, then this precision attains truly
great narrative expression.

For Dr. Williams lays bare with a sur-
geon’s skill the heart of the life he describes.
Naturally, the accuracy of his performance is
directly related to the sharpness of his diag-
nosis. Here is that diagnosis, from “Jean
Beicke,” the most moving story in the book :

I called up the ear man and he came down at
once. A clear miss, he said. I think if we'd gone
in there earlier, we’d have saved her.

For what? said I. Vote the straight Communist
ticket.

Would it make us any dumber? said the ear man.

And this assumption exists behind every pic-
ture Williams presents. He is perfectly aware
of the irony of saving lives at all in a society

- which does its best to destroy life:

I often kid the girls. Why not? I look at some
miserable specimens they’ve dolled up for me when
I make the rounds in the morning and I tell them:
Give it an enema, maybe it will get well and grow
up into a cheap prostitute or something. The coun-
try needs you, brat.

If you must have a “fable,” read “The Dawn
of Another Day”’; for you can see here, if you
wish, in this story of the love of a white man
for a colored woman the symbol of Dr. Wil-
liams’ own political adjustment, springing
inevitably from his deep sympathy for human
beings, for the labor-scarred masses, and bring-
ing with it the awareness that his own strength
as an individual comes alone from this iden-
tification of himself with the large and vital
forces of the masses. You can see it all through
these stories; take this, for instance, from “A
Night in June,” a story dealing, significantly
enough, with a woman in labor:

This woman in her present condition would have
seemed repulsive to me ten years ago—now, poor
soul, I see her to be as clean as a cow that calves.
The flesh of my arm lay against the flesh of her
knee gratefully. It was I who was being comforted
and soothed.

Aaron Sopher
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I do not mean to suggest that Dr. Wil-
liams’ ideas ever obstruct the dramatic move-
ment of his stories; they do not. But they are
always there, the implicit meaning of his pic-
tures, his actions. And this awareness of the
meaning of lives of men and women as they
are really being lived prevents him, on the one
hand, from wandering off into the fragment-
ary and neurotic dream experiences of the
“fable makers,” and, on the other, makes his
realistic method significant. For his is not the
old bulky, directionless realism of a Dreiser or
a Farrell; it is realism directed always by a
keen intellectual and emotional perception,—
realism, therefore, as sharp as a surgeon’s knife.

J. C. Pace.

Anti-fascist
Magazines

THE FIGHT, dmerican League for Peace and
Democracy. 10 cents.

Paoto-History, No. 4, China Reborn. 25
cents.

HESE two publications dramatize the
menace of fascism and imply the cure:
united resistance.

The Fight has devoted its April issue to the
war in Spain. These are desperate days for the
government in its struggle against the over-
whelming supplies and the thousands of troops
that have been rushed to Franco by his Ger-
man and Italian allies. Fight reveals the pos-
sible results of this aid, results that have far
wider implications than the terror indicated by
the photographs of bombings and slaughter.
They imply more than the menace to what
James Waterman Wise calls Spain’s “quench-
less will to freedom.” They imply—and this
is the lesson that overwhelms the reader-—that
the agony of Spain can become the agony of
the world.

Photo-History, No. 4, entitled “China Re-
born,” attempts to present the background and
history of the growing unification of China
and the resistance to Japanese invasion. Most
of the photographs are interesting and well-
presented, but the editor’s eagerness to cover a
wide field has weakened the contents.

Photo-History treats the Chinese war
against military fascism without sufficient
stress on the international importance of this
struggle to defend the integrity of China
against foreign domination. One picture and
brief mention of the international boycott
against Japan, a sentence on collective security,
serve to narrow the significance of the inter-
national resentment against Japan’s adventure.
While Fight so clearly portrays the threat to
world peace, Photo-History barely intimates
this danger. There is no stress on the imme-
diate necessity to prevent the spread of war
through concerted action by the democracies.
“China Reborn” remains a picture book with
some fine scenes of Soviet China, interesting
charts and some excellent descriptive text.

Bruce MinTON.
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““The most vital editorial

page in America...”

THAT’S what thousands of discerning readers say about the Daily
Worker. They include workers in all fields . . . educators . . . journalists
heads of prégressive groups. The Daily Worker’s editorial page minces
no words . . . lobbies for no hidden interests . . . refuses to play both sides
of the fence. Its clear-sighted analysis of the Reorganization Bill and
the reactionary motives of those who oppose the Bill . . . its stand for col-
lective security . . . its advocacy of a democratic front . . . have been
widely recognized as being among the protoundest contributions to con-
temporary editorial writing. '

DAILY WORKER

“America’s Most Exciting Newspaper”

SPECIAL

[ DAILY WORKER

If you want to be well-informed—you can’t do without the

50 East 13th Street, New York, N. Y.

OFFER

I scription to the Daily Worker.

' Name ....oovneiniiiiiiiiiiiiinnen.
8 WEEI{S fOI' $ 1'00 ! Address ..o
(Manhattan and Bronx: 6 weeks for $1.00) | City ..... [T State..........

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers

Enclosed find $1.00 for a special 8-week sub-
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Housing Exhibit
and Harriton’s Art

OOFS for forty million Americans, jobs
for half as many—these are crying needs
of our time. One-third of a nation housed in
sub-standard dwellings; only 2 percent of the
housing of New York Cigy fit for human habi-
tation by the criteria of modern sanitation and
city planning; a quarter of the country’s homes
without tubs or showers (to take the opti-
mistic figures of the Real Property Inventory),
17 percent without private indoor toilets, 30
percent without gas for cooking, half without
furnaces or hot water boilers—this is housing
in the land whose billboards boast, ‘“The
American standard of living is the highest in
the world.” These are incontrovertible facts,
the very fabric of life of the American people.
The forty million who live in sub-standard
dwellings know the facts only too bitterly:
the exorbitant rents, the leaking ceilings, the
dark “railroad” and ‘“dumbbell” flats, old
buildings where fire is an ever-present menace
or where the walls may collapse any moment
(as they did in Staten Island and more re-
cently on the East Side), filthy toilets in pub-
lic halls, bathtubs (if any) in kitchens alreadv
overcrowded, the three-shift sleeping arrange-
ments of the Harlem “hot bed” system. The
list continues: sordid with foul air, dirt, and
filth, polluted water supplies, breeding of dis-
ease, plus the degradation of human beings de-
prived of privacy and decent shelter for home
and family life. Make no mistake—housing
is a major problem of our civilization.

From time to time, various agencies have
considered the problem, as shown by the Mu-
seum of Modern Art’s housing exhibition and
the benevolent gesture of the Cathedral of
St. John the "Divine in installing a typical
slum tenement in its apse. The character of
such enterprises has sometimes been highly
specialized and often discouraged in tone be-
forehand. The title “America Can’t Have
Housing?” is symptomatic.

Now a new approach has been made to the
problem; artists in codperation have turned
their eyes—and their brushes, chisels, print-
makers’ tools, and cameras—on this cancer of
American life. The result is certainly not
pretty, and some of it may not be arf. But
we submit that the exhibition “Roofs for Forty
Million,” being held at Rockefeller Center
under the auspices of An American Group, Inc.,
for the next two weeks, is one of the most hope-
ful signs of the American artist’s new aware-
ness of reality.

The reason for hope is twofold. First, that
artists see the urgency of the housing prob-~
lem and understand that it is as much a theme
for art as a surrealist landscape. Second, that

SIGHTS AND SOUNDS

the spirit of the work shown (whether good,
bad, or indifferent, and not all the work can
be classed as first-rate esthetically) is affirma-
tive and positive. We have had paintings,
prints, sculptures, photographs which set forth
the facts of social decay. But often the artist
stopped there. He recorded a condition, but
with an effect of enjoying the rotting timbers,
the caved-in roof. To be sure, the efflorescence
of decay does possess a strange, morbid beauty.
However, to stop with contemplation of this
decadent phenomenon is not enough for for-
ward-looking creative workers. They must not
only see the abominable fact, but must move
on from that point to a program of action.
Generally, the emotion aroused by the hun-
dreds of exhibits included in “Roofs for Forty
Million” is strong and passionate protest
against the evils portrayed. Not “how horri-
ble this is!” but “I must do something about
this!” is the reaction of the onlooker. Used in
this spirit, art can really function as a weapon.
It is impossible to speak specifically of works
in the exhibition. However, a number of
adinirable features should be mentioned. First
of all, the exhibition has been organized,
financed, and installed by the cooperative
efforts of a fairly large group of artists.
Second, the exhibition looks remarkably well,
especially in view of the tremendous amount
of material gotten into the seventh-floor gal-
leries of La Maisog Francaise, 610 Fifth Ave.,
New York City. The simple composition
board facade at the entrance is effective, and
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the small room for photographs is particularly
happy in design. Third, the exhibition is demo-
cratic; no entry fees have been exacted of ex-
hibitors, but expenses are being taken care of
by the small admission fee of fifteen cents.
For years, artists have argued that the pub-
lic willingly pays admission to the theater and
the movies; why not to exhibitions? Now
they have a chance to try out the principle.

A footnote may be added, one trusts, with-
out seeming ungracious. Social subject mat-
ter is necessarily realistic and objective. This
being the case, the photographs as a group come
off better than the other media; they are more
concrete and tangible, more dreadful indict-
ments of the horrors of housing in an un-
planned society. One does not always feel
that the paintings, drawings, prints, and water
colors are based on an equal amount of ob-
servation. Here, when the artist enters a new
field, he incurs new obligations, especially the
obligation to discipline himself to a kind of
esthetic reéducation. The whole feeling of
“Roofs for Forty Million” is so positive and
creative that one is confident this step will be
taken in the artists’ stride.

THE WORK of Abraham Harriton, at the
A.C.A. Gallery till April 23, is not as pyro-
technical as that of some of our contemporary
social artists; it is probably, for just that rea-
son, far sounder painting. There is nothing in -
either his oils or gouaches that shouts to attract
attention; the pictures speak with a still, small

Driller

Painting by Abraham Harriton (A.C.A. Gallery)



Driller Painting by Abraham Harriton (A.C.A. Gallery)
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voice. But it is a true voice and a voice which
speaks with knowledge. Though the painting
as such is not sensuous or rich, it has its own
beauty, a quiet, subdued, gentle honesty of
statement.

So convincing is this modest understatement,
and so ingratiating, that one hesitates to use
Harriton to clinch the point made in regard to
Roofs for Forty Million, namely, that social
artists function best when they talk of things
they know best. Nevertheless it is true that
East-Side Interlude, 6th Avenue Employ-
ment Agency, Private Enterprise, The Park,
Driller, and Excavator speak with greater
authority than the Spanish subjects, Terror
of the Skies, Disinherited, and They Shall Not
Pass. The powerful emotions of those themes
we all share; but precise and surgical knowl-
edge of the facts is needed to implement the
artist’s brush.

It has been said over and over again that
social art must be documented. And critics will
have to keep on saying this no matter how
much they share the social and political ideas
of the artists now trying to beat their brushes
into swords. Art does not come only out of
good principles; it comes out of knowledge, ob-
servation, and discipline. These Harriton has
admirably when he works in fields he knows.

FEr1zABeTH NOBLE.

In Goldwyn
Cathay

GREAT new deposit of Goldwyn has

been uncovered in the Rockefeller claim

at Radio City. The name of this bonanza is

The Adventures of Marco Polo. Itsis a non-

malleable, brassy, tasteless stuff and it does not

lend itself to alloy. Particularly, Goldwyn
will not combine with hard fact.

Where a lesser producer might have un-

imaginatively consulted Marco Polo’s own ac-

Recently Recommended Movies

Life Dances On. A French tour de force,
marked by the finest acting in years by
Pierre Blanchar, Francoise Rosay, Harry
Baur, Louis Jouvet, Raimu, Fernandel
and others. Highly recommended.

. Lenin in October. The reincarnation of Lenin
by Boris Shchukin is of magnificent fidel-
ity and regard to detail. Made for the
celebration of twenty years of Soviet
power. A triumph in theater art.

Mad About Music. A musical with Deanna
Durbin. The first musical in a year of
Tuesdays from which you could drop
the music and still have first-rate enter-
tainment.

The Adventures of Chico. An animal picture
by the Woodard Brothers of Mexico.
Authentic photography; a rare and beau-
tiful picture.

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Mark
Twain’s story of kids on the Mississippi;
in technicolor. ‘
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A Living Newspaper on Housing
ADELPHI THEATRE, 54th St.
East of Broadway Prices 25¢ to 83¢

FOR

“ALL-STAR”

* % * —(News) % % % %
E. P. CONKLE'S

“Prologue
Glory”

The Season’s First “Four-Star”’
MAXINE ELLIOTT'S THEATRE

N ORK CITY
GRAM

* % %k —(News)

WILLIAM DU BOIS’

HAITI

“The Season’s Most Excit-
iting Melodrama.” — Post
LAFAYETTE THEATRE
13ist Street & 7th Avenue

PRO
—(News)

Hit

Evenings 8:40 Matinee Saturday 2:40 39th St., E. of B’'way. 25¢ to $1.10 Best Seats 55¢; 500 at 25c¢
63rd Street (in YIDDISH) Wed., Thurs., Fri,, Sat.
Duly S E. of B'way "18 T(“Ior Betomes A Sforekee @I and Sun. evenings, 8 45, Sun. mat. 2:45.

Spec. Mats. Fri. Apr. 15; Sat. Apr. 16; 2:30 @ DANCE PROGRAM for YOUNG FOLK @ 20c¢, 25¢, 40c

THEATRE

ST JAME 44th Street West of Broadway

A DIVISION OF THE WORKS

OPENING
SOON

A TROJEAN INCIDEN

PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

A GROUP BVFrFr=
THEATRE 00—

rrODUCTION e

“A most worthwhile evening in
the theater.”—Paul Muni.

GOLDEN BOY

By CLIFFORD ODETS

“Odets has written what is by far his
best play.” — FLEXNER, New Masses.

BELASCOL:L riine e sat. 240500 o s2.00

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL

ROCKEFELLER CENTER

HELD OVER @ SECOND WEEK

GARY COOPER
THE ADVENTURERS OF

MARCO POLO

with BASIL RATHBONE and SIGRID GURIE
Produced by SAMUEL GOLDWYN
Released Through UNITED ARTISTS

GALA STAGE REVUE SYMPHONY ORCH

First Mezzanine Seats Reserved. CIrcle 6-4600

AL L I H Ef)nv of the season’s most
engrossing dramas,
I I v N —Whipple, World-Tele.

with SANFORD LEIF ELIZABETH
MEISNER FERICKSON YOUNG

FULTON THEA., W. 46th St. CI 6-6380. Eves. 8:40

Matinees: Wed. & Sat, 2:40—50c to $2.

Witty, fresh!”
tkinson, Times.

“PINS and NEEDLES”

HIT REVUE OF THE SEASON

NEW YORK—LABOR STAGE, 106 West 39th St., BR. 9-1163.
Evenings §:40; Mat. Wed. & Sat. 2:40.
PHILADELPHIA- (‘IlEQl\LT ST. OPERA HOUSE, 1020
Chestnut St., Walnut 1111, Begins April 18th Every Eve.
Matinees Thursday and Saturday.

“One of the best musical shows of the year .

A

LIFE DANCES ON

(UN CARNET DE BAL)
“An anthology of very fine cinema act-
ing, done with extraordinary brilliance
and grandeur!” —NEW MASSES

BELMON 125 W. 48th St. (Bet. 6 & 7 Aves.)

— Continuous Noon to Midaight —
S

BRyant 9-0156 (Loses Reserved) =

R .6 & 20 &

—Daily News

biography,
and above all, GOOD CINEMA.”

FRANK S. NUGENT,
—New York Times.

“Good history, good

“SURE SPLENDID PORTRAYAL ...
. . . TRIUMPHANT.”

—HOWARD BARNES,

—H erald-Tribune.

“Not in years L.ve the Soviet studios sent us any-
thing which for sheer perfection in characteriza-
tion, drama and acting can equal the superb rein-
carnation of Lenin called “Lenin in October.”

—William Boehnel, World-Telegram.

CAMEOQ 42" St.

East of Broadway
25¢

to 1 P.M, Midnight Show
exc, Sat. & Sun. every Saturday

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers
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TO §,200 Americans fighting for liberty ',_?

TO 230 Veterans who have returned Y
wounded and in need of medical aid. \
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PAUL LUKAS

JUANITA HALL CHOIR
CHARLES BICKFORD
AL SHEAN FRANCES FARMER
SI LAN CHEN MARC BLITZSTEIN
MOLLY PICON DUKE ELLINGTON
PHIL-SYM QUARTET & HIROIAKA

Also—“ROCKABYE CAESAR”—
a take-off on the Mercury Theatre

PLUS a HOST of STARS from SCREEN, RADIOSTAGE & NIGHT CLUBS
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ALL MEXICAN PROGRAM
JESUS DURON

Mexican Folk Music

MIRIAM BLECHER

Dance Recital
“Liberation of Mexican Woman”’

DR. SALVADORE MENDOZA

“Economics—Politics”

ROBERTA BERDACIO
“Mexican Folk Music”
SAT., APRIL 23rd—7:45 p. m.
NEW SCHOOL, 66 West 12 Street

Tickets 49¢ in advance—65¢ at door

All Tickets at WORKERS BOOKSHOP

50 East 13 Street, New York City
THEATRE

GUILD weiS  wvenina APRIL 24

An American Dance Association Event
DOROTHY MIRIAM SI-LAN

BIRD - BLECHER - CHEN

new dances

count of his journey to China, Sam Goldwyn
has drawn instead upon his own rich fancy.
In his colorful introspection, Sam has been
abetted by Robert E. Sherwood, no mean seer
himself. Perhaps the boys were piqued at
Marco’s own showmanship, the old explorer’s
prowess at adorning truth. If so, they have
handsomely taken the challenge. Sam’s tale is
taller.

Gary Cooper plays Marco; Ernest Truex
is his bookkeeper; George Barbier is Kublai
Khan; Alan Hale, a rebel chieftain; and Bin-
nie Barnes is his wife. Basil Rathbone is the
snake. Gary’s kissfool, the daughter of the
Khan, 1s rendered by Goldwyn’s celebrated
Brooklyn Norwegian, Sigrid Gurie. Nothing
like the costumes of the piece have been seen
since the last appearance of Mrs. S. Stanwood
Menken at the defunct Beaux Arts ball.

Marco Polo is actually a comedy with mob
scenes. The explorer is sent from Venice

to China where he ingratiates himself with .

Kublai Khan. Basil Rathbone, an Arab men-
ace who is plotting against the king, has a
menagerie of the usual vultures, wild boars,
etc., which he nourishes with prisoners dropped
from trapdoors. When Marco is caught mug-
ging with the princess, it looks as though he’s
going to get et. Instead he is sent into Alan
Hale’s territory to be boiled in oil. He is
saved by Hale’s queen and is spared as long as
he plays a Venetian gigolo for her. Honest,
I'm not making this up—it’s all in the picture.

Kublai goes off to make war on the Japanese,
and Rathbone stays to make the princess.
But Gary turns up with Hale’s cavalry during
the big forced wedding, blows up the gates
with some of the new-fangled gunpowder, and
drops Rathbone to the hogs. The comic strip
is enacted on sets in the Hollywood night
club manner; might have been taken in the
forecourt of Grauman’s Chinese theater, for
all T know. It is about as Chinese as a Chi-
nese restaurant. I was greatly disappointed
that Eddie Cantor didn’t pop up during the

Tickets: $.55 to $2.20. On sale at Box Office
ADA. 121 E. 18 St., GR 5-9866 Bookshop, 50 E. 13 St.

Organizations allowed
special discount on blocks

of 20 or more tickets

for Browder-Libby debate at
Madison Square Garden, May 4.
Get details from New Masses,
31 East 27th St., N. Y. C.

i NEED MONEY

for your Treasury?
Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers

Phone CAledonia 5-3076 (N

Recently Recommended Plays

Prologue to Glory (Maxine Elliott, N. Y.)
Federal Theatre production of E. P.
Conkle’s play about Lincoln’s early life,
the affair with Ann Rutledge, and his
first steps away from the life of the New
Salem country store.

Haiti (Lafayette, N. Y.). Rex Ingram plays
the lead in this stirring tale of how one
of Toussaint L'Overture’s generals foiled
Napoleon’s attempt to restore slavery in
Haiti.

One-Tenth of a Nation (Adelphi, N. Y.).
The current issue of The Living News-
paper, headlining the lack of adequate
housing for President Roosevelt’s 33 1-3
percent, and emphasizing the need for
action. Thoroughly documented, witty,
and admirably produced.

The Shoemaker’s Holiday (National, N. Y.).
Alternating with Julius Caesar and pro-
duced by the Mercury Theatre, Dekker’s
play represents with vigor and authority
the Elizabethan love of life. A bawdy
and lusty comedy that must be seen.
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WORKERS
SCHOOL

35 EAST 12th STREET
NEW YORK CITY

SPRING TERM REGISTRATION

Courses in:
Economics Russian, Spanish
Marxism-Leninism Historical L
Literature Materialism

China and the Far Science and Dialectics
Bast Labor Journalism

Negro Problems

Psychology

American History Current_events

Labor History Trade Unionism

Dialectical Materialism
Professional and White Collar Workers
In American Economy

And Many Other Courses

For Descriptive Catalog C
Write to the School Office
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ALL the evidente
of the recent

mosiow TRIAL
- °

The full stenographic report in
the case of Bukharin, Rykov,
Yagoda, Krestinsky, Rakovsky,
Rosenholz, and the fifteen other
Rightists and Trotskyites.

Principles of X
Communism

T s

3

Here is the actual testimony, the
verbatim report of indictments,
proofs and verdicts of this recent
trial. It is a book you will read
from cover to cover, that you will
want your friends to read, that
you will want to keep for refer-
ence and as an important his-
torical document. Published by
Peoples Commissariat of Justice,
Moscow, U. S. S. R.
IN ENGLISH
Over 700 pages — Bound

with one year’s subscription to

America’s INDISPENSABLE Weekly 50
Mail the coupon today — get next .
week’s issue
-----_------------——-
NEW MASSES, 31 E. 27th St., New York, N. Y.
I enclose $4.50, for which please send me
New Masses for one year, and a copy of the

700-page verbatim report of the recent Moscow
Trial FREE.

Occupation

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers
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L0S ANGELES
ATTENTION

GREAT NEWS o

LOS ANGELES

marches on

NEW MASSES

marches on

@ For the first time in history
Los Angeles is to have a

NEW MASSES BALL ¢

@ For years readers around the
country have envied New York-
ers their privilege of attending
those famous New Masses af-
fairs.

Now Los Angeles is to have one,
with all the trimmings! The big
night is Friday, May 6. The place
is the charming Riverside Drive
Breakfast Club, 3213 Riverside
Drive, Los Angeles.

A swell swing band and a spe-
cial surprise program.

And the price is right! 75c
in advance; $1.00 at the
door. Make your reserva-
tions for this big time now!
Address Alfred O’Malley,
7021 Franklin Ave., Holly-
wood.

ATTENTION o
LOS ANGELES

court ceremonies, plugging a theme song.

From the foregoing, the reader may get the
idea that I didn’t like The Adventures of
Marco Polo. On the contrary, I found it the
most enjoyable study of Chinese history since
the last installment of Terry and the Pirates.

OF all the kindly movie critics of the
boss press, the corps employed by
Scripps-Howard are not the least appreciative.
When the adjectives foam from their lips it is
a pleasing cascade for the advertising depart-
ment. This is innocent sport, to be sure, but
the boys are also in grave danger of acquiring
an ideology.

Take the vast, reverberating crescendo of
adoration the boys gave to Snow W hite and
the Seven Dwarfs. From “that Peril of Placid-
ity,” down the line to the meanest scrub, they
were rapturous. James Thrasher, of the In-
dianapolis T'imes, wrote: “Unique, a fable in-
comparably told with technical magic, arre wit,
and a warmth of universal understanding.”
Winsor French, the Cleveland Press: “Com-
pletely revolutionary.” Kaspar Monahan, the
Pittsburgh Press: “Of such overwhelming
charm is the Walt Disney masterpiece that it
is unthinkable anyone could possible fail to
fall under its magic spell.” Westbrook Pegler,
himself, got down on his knees and stated
with simple piety that it was “the happiest
thing since the Armistice.”

This leaves me a little bewildered. Here is
a picture described by a longshoreman friend
of mine on the Chelsea docks as “just a big
Mickey Mouse” winning plaudits fit for
Shakespeare. How come?

Scribe French gives us a possible clew :

“Disney has opened up limitless new vistas
and incredible possibilities, and just at the
time when [get ready for my italics—]. D.]
the motion- picture industry has been feeling a
crying need for new material free from social
implications.”

James Ducgan.

Pre-Anschluss

Austrian Musie
WITH the Vienna Philharmonic a thing

of the past, peculiar interest is attached
to its recent recordings, made, of course, before
the Nazis’ mailed first cracked down. It still
lives under the capable hands of Weingartner
in Beethoven’s First Symphony (Columbia,
and preferable to the bombastic Victor version
by the Philadelphia Orchestra under Or-
mandy) and Bruno Walter—conducting from
the piano—in the Mozart D major Concerto,
K. 466 (Victor).

Bach: Columbia and Victor each offer a
double concerto, the former that for two vio-
lins in D minor, with Szigeti and Flesch, the
latter that for two pianos in C major, with
Artur Schnabel and his son Karl Ulrich. The
first tops the previous best set (Menuhin and
Enesco, Victor) by a slight margin; the latter
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TOURS TO EUROPE
SOVIET RUSSIA AND MEXICO

Escorted Domestic Tours
Write or call for special literature

AMALGAMATED BANK
11 Union Sq., N. Y. ALgonquin 4-1500

— FROM FACTORY TO YOU —
TWO PIECE KNITTED SUITS

Uni
$6l95_(Reg' $10'95) Mlyg: OPEN

Also Bathing Suits & Beach Wear 9:30 a. m.—
MAIL ORDERS FILLED - - 7 D-.m-.

MINMOR KNITTED APPAREL
320 Fifth Avenue (near 32nd St.) Room 908
records in the world.

playableonany phono-

graph, on sale at 50c & 75¢ per record (value $1.50 & $2).
"The Symphonies, Chamber Music, Operas, etc., of
Bach, Beethoven, Brahms, Mozart, Wagner, etc. Mail
Orders. Catalogue.

The Gramophone Shop, Inc., 18 East 48th St.,, N. Y. C.

—UNWANTED HAIR™

REMOVED FOREVER — from face,
legs, and body! Highly recommended
Electrolysis method. No scars. Physician
and Registered Nurse in attendance.
PERSONAL ATTENTION
Only $1 per treatment. Free Consultation -
BELLETTA ELECTROLYSIS
110 W. 34th St. (Opp. Macy’s)
Vaneesesmnen Suite 1102. MEdallion 3-4218

Tel.:
PEnn 6-3971

LOVERS

100,000 of the finest

CARL BRODSKY
ANY KIND OF INSURANCE

For Individuals
799 B’way, N. Y. C.

For Organizations
ST 9-5557

PAINTINGS
ABRAHAM

HARRITON

APRIL 10 APRIL 23

A. C. A. GALLERY
52 WEST 8th ST., N. Y. C.

Special for Readers

of The New Masses

The Publisher of the PACIFIC DIGEST
will be glad to send specimen copies of
the latest issue of the magazine to read-
ers of the NEwW MASSES who are inter-
ested in problems concerning the Pacific,
the developments in the Sino-Japanese
war and the present conditions of Japan
and the U.S.S.R.

The PActFic DIGEST attempts to supply
materials for the study of these problems.
It contains translations of authoritative
articles from the Chinese, Japanese and
Russian presses and periodicals, and by
doing so, removes the language difficulty
that makes the Far East a greater mys-
tery to the West than it actually is.

PACIFIC DIGEST

HONGKONG AGENCY

223: Hongkong & Shanghai Bank Building
P. 0. Box 854, Hongkong

Please send me a free copy of the Pacific Digest.

L0317 P State...ooeviiiiiiiiines

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers
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WOMEN!

’

“Don’t Put It Off-
- Take It Off”

INDIVIDUAL EXERCISE — BADMINTON — PING PONG
— SWEDISH MASSAGE — ELECTRIC CABINETS — SUN-
TAN LAMPS — POSTURE CORRECTION — ETC.

COURSES AS LOW AS 10 FOR $]_O

REDUCE—BUILD UP—KEEP FIT!
GOODWIN’S GYMNASIUM

1457 BROADWAY AT FORTY-SECOND STREET
WIlsconsin 7-8250

THANKS TO YOU

we are forced to move to larger quarters

Your good will, constant courtesy and loyal patronage have increased our
business to such an extent, that we must enlarge our shop and
showroom facilities

After APRIL 15th, we are to occupy two entire floors at
123 Fulton Street Our New Phone
Between Nassau & William Sts.,, New York BEekman 3-5335

TYTELL “New York’s Leading Typewriter Exchange”

TENS OR THOUSANDS

TELL US HOW MANY AND WE’LL DO THE REST

MEETINGS [ BANQUETS ° LECTURES ) DANCES
Consult Our Banquet Department — The “Center” for Union Meetings

CENTER HOTEL
108 WEST 43rd STREET Telephone: BRyant 9-2488-2497 NEW YORK CITY
Under Personal Supervision of J. Edward Saltzman

WE WELCOME ALL NO DISCRIMINATION

Camp NITGEDAIGET |\ THE LAKE VIEW

BEACON, N. Y. Beacon 731
SPORTS—GOOD FOOD—DANCING is preferred for choicest location,

Hotel Aceommodations Comey atmos&helse and excellent
uisine oderate Rates.
$17 rer weex $3 rervay 50 MADISON AVENUE
Lakewood, N. J.
Tel. Lakewood 287 or 963
ANNA EPSTEIN

City Offices: EStabrook 9-1400

When in Lakewood Be Sure to Visit Your Comrades .
At Their Rendezvous.. a RROW-HEAD LODGE

THE ROYALE ELLENVILLE, NEW YORK

708 Princeton Ave. Telephone: SAMUEL SLUTSKY, Prop.
Lakewood, N. J. Lakewood 1146 I RatPearsw$oe2kl

Our New Anmex Assures You of

Added Social and Sport Facilities $23 with

EASTER INQUIRIES SOLICITED. RESERVE EARLY dlolnl

SONIA GELBAUM ANNA BROUDE adjolning bath
A UNION HOTEL

Now fully steam-heated and open for a
pleasant, cheerful Easter. Horseback, Hik-
Ing, Good Foed. Make your reservations
now, Phone Dr. D. Neuman, JErome 6-2334

SPRING HAS COME TO

Enjoy a true comradely atmosphere at

RAVEN LODGE

Why not you? Reserve now for

416 Third Street Tel. Lakewood 922 EASTER PER

Lakewood, N. J. A Union Hotel April 15-24 $2 5 WEEK
Special

CELIA ];}e(c)zOBrAa%gs to NEW MASSES Rea,ders GOLD PEEKSKILL

‘Seasonal cabin arrtmgements. Inqmre

BLUE MOUNTAIN LODGE

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers

. NEW MASSES

is good only if you're not familiar with the
original two harpsichord version—excellently
recorded but unfortunately only available in
the expensive L’Anthologie Sonore series.

Brahms: A rich feast of unfamiliar works
recorded for the first time. Musicraft does the
complete Liebeslieder vocal waltzes and the
Clarinet Trio in A minor; the Friends of
Recorded Music (associated with the 4meri-
can Music Lover magazine) do the Piano
Sonata No. 2 in F sharp minor, played by
Arturo Loesser; and Victor presents Casals
and Horszowski in the second ’Cello Sonata,
Op. 99.

Mozart: Skipping for the time being Vic-
tor’s special series of New Friends of Music
chamber works (Mozart, Schubert, and Schu-
mann), we have two G minor Symphonies
from Columbia. One is the early work, No.
25, K. 183, played by Wallenstein’s- Sinfoni-
etta in its recording debut. Not at all the or-
thodox Mozart, it’s a real discovery on discs or
off; unfortunately it’s given a rather harsh
and “dead” recording, a real pity for the
performance is crisp and assured and the set
has the unique merit of including a complete
miniature score o fthe music. The big-G minor,
No. 40, played by the London Philharmonic
under Beecham, comes as close to perfection
as any orchestral set I know: reading, playing,
and recording are not only flawless, but pro-
foundly exciting. Unquestionably this is the
outstanding phonographic triumph of the
year,

Wagner: 1f you must have Parsifal along
with Easter eggs, you can do much worse than
with Stokowski’s versions of the Prelude and
Good Friday Spell (Victor). The recording
is mightily impressive and the playing remark-
ably straightforward.

The biggest current item is one that is tan-
talizing to hear and more tantalizing to write
about. Not that it isn’t good : the Glyndboure
Festival Company and the H.M.V. engineers
have done a superb job with the complete—
well, practically complete—Don Giovanni
(Victor, 3 albums), but the work runs to
twenty-three discs and sets one back, at list
prices, exactly forty-six bucks. The complete
—really complete—S8¢. Matthew Passion (also
3 Victor albums, No. 2 appearing on the
March lists and No. 3 on those for April)
will cost $53.00 in toto, but that’s not so ag-
gravating, because no true Bachian will want
the whole business. The soloists continue to
ruin an otherwise commendable performance,
but there are perhaps a few individual discs for
chorus and orchestra only that are worth buy-
ing singly. Roy Greca.

All for

Love

AST year, Trudi Schoop brought her
Comic Ballet from Switzerland to pre-
sent Blonde Marie, a dancing comedy of er-
rors after the manner of Moliére’s Bourgeois
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APRIL 19,

CHESTERS® ZUNBARG

EASTER FORECAST
We have the Weather Man’s forecast of fresh,
balmy sunlighted Holidays. You have ours for
Inviting accommodations, varied and interesting
activities, good company,
Make EASTER RESERVATIONS NOW!
Write or Phone: Fallsburg 53
WOODBOURNE, N. Y.

OPEN ALL YEAR

COOKE’S Storage Warehouse

209-11 East 125th Street, New York City
Telephone: lerlem %©-1053
800 Readers Used Our Service Last Year

Est. 1861. Special rates to New Masses Readers

Letters reproduced ex-

Ml"tigraphing_actly like typewriting,
a

ny quantity. Also
mimeographing, printing and mailing. Quality
work at low prices.
MAILERS ADVERTISING SERVICE
121 West 42nd 8t., N. Y. C. BRyant 9-5058

| LECTURE
“Labor Faces the 1938 Elections”

BRUCE MINTON
Editor of NEW MASSES

| Wednesday Eve, April 20th

8:30 p. m.

THE ROGER SMITH, 40 E. 41st Street
ADMISSION: 85¢ Auspices: New Masses

CLASSIFIED ADS 40c a line

6 words in a line 8 lines minimam

VACATION CAMP RESORTS

CAMP FOLLOWERS OF THE TRAIL
Located at Waestchester Park Reservations. Ideal
place for vacation and week-ending. Steamheated
house. Wholesome food, $13 per week. By train,
N. Y. Central to Peekskill. Fare, 75c. Write:
Buchanan, New York. Phone: Peekskill 2879.

SPEND YOUR VACATION at APPLEBAUM'S
BOARDING HOUSE. Special Easter Holiday rates.
Write for full particulars. Central Avenue, Spring
Valley, New York. Tel.: Spring Valley 1148-J.

AVANTA FARM, ULSTER PARK, NEW YORK
The comfortable resting place for workers is open
for holidays and Apple Blossom Festival. Fresh,
wholesome food, $15.50 per week, $2.25 per day. Write.

ROCKLAND HALL—for rest and vacation—excellent
food—ideal health resort—$20 per week and $3.50 per
day. Spring Valley, Box 24; BEekman 3-4987.

For Real Relaxation, a short run from New York
THE HIL-BERT HOUSE
Lake Mahopac, New York
Beautiful country—excellent home-cooked food.
Moderate Rates. Phone: Mahopac 2083.

GET-A-REST-INN
A. Ovsiovitch, Proprietor. $18 week. Splendid Cuisine.
Route 305 Pomona, N. Y. Phone: Spring Valley, 67-F-2.

FURNISHED ROOMS — BROOKLYN

MANHATTAN BEACH HOTEL
387 Minutes from Times Square
Live in this modern fire-proof hotel
away from city noise. Singles, $5.50 weekly up.
SHeepshead 3-3000.

APARTMENT TO SUBLET

APARTMENT—Knickerbocker Village: 3 rooms from
Apr. 15 to Oct. 1. Modern, artistically furnished. Rea-
sonable rental. Couple. Box 1531, ¢/o New Masses.

TO SHARE

BRIGHTON BEACH:—3 room apartment. Girl or
couple. For summer season. One block from beach
and station. All improvements. Inquire Sundays,
3091 Brighton 3rd St., Apt. 2C (Brighton Beach Sta,)

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers

Gentilkomme, in which the brunt of the satire
fell nilly-willy on a day-dreaming servant girl.
The satire was thin enough, concerning itself
with afternoon tea, the hairdressing parlor,
and the like; but even this feeble punch was
watered by reducing the various episodes in-
volved to the level of imaginative experience on
the part of the housemaid. There was nothing
profoundly observant in the choreography, nor
moving. A cross between slapstick and sug-
ared sentimentality, much in the tradition of
Kurt Jooss, stylistically, it aimed obviously
but without much success for the magnificent
artistry of Charlie Chaplin’s mimicry. Trudi
Schoop presents a dated kind of animated car-
toon in an altogether too lively theatre—and
falls a bit flat. At best, Blonde Marie was
good beer-hall entertainment.

This year, the name of the company has
been changed to “Dancing Comedians,” but
the fare is much the same, if not worse. Blonde
Marie had a point, however dulled; 47! for
Love, the new composition, “in seven tragi-
comic episodes” stretches from the classroom
to the courthouse to urge that love is all a
“romantic illusion.” Hollywood or no, with
the whole world stirred by the heroic strug-
gles of peoples whose love for life and liberty
will not be dampened or destroyed, it is diffi-
cult to accept Trudi Schoop’s contribution to
the cultural scene as anything more than a
dilettante preoccupation and completely with-
out positive significance.

For all of the acclaim of the metropolitan
critics (music, dance—not theatre), Trudi
Schoop’s ballet is a distinctly over-rated dance
group involved in secondary school panto-
mime.

It is a bit of a shame that the gifted dancing
of Meta Krahn and Edith Carola is lost in
such porridge.

OWEN BURKE.

*

Forthcoming Broadcasts

(Times given are Easterm Standard but all
programg listed are on coast-to-coast hookups)
“Tristan and Isolde.” Metropolitan Opera Co. Kir-
sten Flagstad and Lauritz Melchior; conducted
by Arthur Bodansky, Sat., Apr. 16, 1:40 p.m.,

N.B.C. blue.

“Taxes or Bonds?” Discussion by Rep. William
Lemke and David Cushman Coyle, economist,
under auspices of People’s Lobby. Sat., Apr. 16,
5 p.m,, C.B.S.

“The School for Scandal” Presentation of Richard
B. Sheridan’s play, Sat., Apr. 16, 5 p.m., N.B.C.
red.

Herbert Morrison. An outstanding leader of the
British Labor Party will speak on “The Labor
Party in America and England,” Tues., Apr.
19, 6:15 p:m., N.B.C. blue.

Prof. Harold D. Lasswell. Address, “America Looks
at the Garrison State,” by the well known his-
torian and author, Wed., Apr. 20, 7:15 p.m.,,
CB.S.

“Julius Caesar.” Shakespeare’s play presented by
the N.B.C. Radio Guild, Fri,, Apr. 22, 3 p.m,,
N.B.C. blue.

World Economic Coéperation Program. Fri., Apr.
22, 4:45 p.m., C.B.S.

Modern Age Books. “The Role of Thomas Paine in
the American Revolution,” Sat., Apr. 23, 8:30
p.m., C.B.S.
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CLASSIFIED ADS 40c a line

6 words in a line 8 lines minimum

SITUATION WANTED—FEMALE

PART TIME—Daily, weekly or monthly basis. Com-
petent office manager, bookkeeper-accountant, stenog-
rapher, mimeograph, copy, art student. Box 1532,
c/o New Masses.

HELP WANTED—HOLLYWOOD

TYPIST, part-time to collaborate with writer and
lecturer ; remuneration. Write P. O. Box 2781, Holly-
wood, California.

TRAVEL—CALIFORNIA
YOUNG PROFESSIONAL GIRL wishes to join auto
party to California about May 1st. Share expenses.
Box 1533, c¢/o New Masses.

HOSIERY

FOR PEACE & STYLE MARCH IN LISLE
Full-fashioned Chiffon Lisle—Wholesale, 55¢ pair, by
Box (3 pairs). STELLA HOSIERY MILLS,

1182 Broadway, New York City.

INSURANCE

Whatever your needs—PAUL CROSBIE, established
since 1908—FREQUENT SAVINGS, 135 William St.,
N. Y. C. Tel.: BEekman 3-5262.

PIANO TUNING

PIANO TUNING, regulating. and repairing. Tone
restoring and voicing. Excellent work. Ralph J.
Appleton, 247 West 34th Street. Tel.: LOngacre 5-5843.

RUSSIAN PORTABLE

ORDER for a New Russian Portable cancelled. We’ll

sell machine below cost. Call immediately.
TYTELL TYPEWRITER CO.

123 Fulton St. BEekman 3-5335

CAMP SUPPLIES

TENTS, COTS, BLANKETS, complete line of camp,

travel, hiking outfit. Slacks, shorts, sweaters, shirts,

breeches, shoes, hammocks, etc. Lowest Prices.
HUDSON ARMY & NAVY STORE

105 Third Avenue Corner 13th Street New York

UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY

MEN AND WOMEN interested in earning good salary
selling New Masses. See District Builders, 832
Broadway, 3rd floor.

VOLUNTEERS

YVOLUNTEER ckerical workers to help in New Masses
circulation campaign. Call at 31 Hast 2Tth Street,
Room 42, N. Y. C.

’ Y
7\ 4

> op¥eslh

A new column devoted to what’s on around town
Parties, Dances, Lectures, etc.

DEADLINE: FRIDAY, 5 p.m.

RATES: 40 Cents a Line
6 words to a line. Minimum 3 lines.

PHILADELPHIA: MUSIC & SOCIETY; series of
Fri. evenings with ANTHONY BYRNES, April to
June, 8:30 p. m. Single admission, 25¢. Philadelphia
Music Center, 3810 Juniper St., Philadelphia, Pa.
ALL PROCEEDS ¥OR BENEFIT NEW MASSES.

ANALYSIS OF THE NEWS OF THE WEEK every
Sunday night, 8:30 p. m. Workers School, 2nd floor,
35 East 12th Street. Admission, 20c.

¥FULL MEXICAN PROGRAM: “Economics-Politics,”
by Dr. Salvadore Mendoza; “Dance Recital on Lib-
eration of Mexican Woman” by Miriam Blecher and
the Dance Group; “Mexican Art” by Roberta Ber-
dacio; “Mexican Folk Musi¢” by Jesus Duron, and
others. Sat., April 23rd, 7:45 p.m. New School, 66
West 12th St. Tickets, 49c¢ in advance, 65¢ at door.
Workers Bookshop, 50 E. 13 St.

Richard B. Moore speaks on “THE NEGRO IN HIS-
TORY & WORLD POLITICS,” Sat. aft., Apr 16, 2:30
p. m. Workers School, 35 E. 12 St., 2nd floor. Adm. 25¢.

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers



Invite your friends

(in near-future issues of New Masses)

W hen I write or speak of America to people
around me, I am obliged to refer to New

Masses as I would to a dictionary.
—From a letter from Andre Chenneviere in Paris

H OW MANY of your friends, WYFIPs,have cockeyed ideas about what's wrong
with the world because they don’t understand what’s going on in their own
home towns, or even in their own place of business? o W WV o
Clarity begins at home, and if they want to understand events in Spain, BE A W ‘ F l P
or China, or in Czechoslovakia, it behooves them to dig below the surface Get Five New Subscribers and
and take a look at the real America. Tell them this, in your tactful way, Get B 5 Worth of Books F
and sell them a subscription to New Masses—the up-to-the-minute dictionary for Yourself ree
of the real America! :

(Choose from this list)

$5 worth of books for 5 yearly
subs @ $4.50 each.

Things to Look Up in Near-future Issues

BUS I-NESS—A series of articles on The LA BOR—A series of articles on Labor's
Little Business Man, who he is, where he Non-Partisan League, its background, its his- Mathematies for the Millions, by Lancelot

. o . . : Hogben ..........ccoiiiiiiiivnnen... $3.75
. g ions.
stands, and where his hope for the future lies tory, its role in the 1938 election The Flowering of New Hngland. hy Van
L. ; . . WYCK BIOOKS «vrvensnrnenssirnann.. $.00
COM MU-NISTS—An authentic inside exposé LAW-—An article on the problems facing at- The Civil War in U. S, by Marx and __
of the big, bad Reds, telling what Communists torneys today, by a well known New York %'P: ‘l‘l‘l';ei N o i T $2.50
. e edicine in ovie Ill(‘l’l,
do, who they are, how they talk, how the member of the Lawyers Guild. by Henry E. Sigerist e povier mem $3.50
Party works, and plenty of other things old Life and Death of a Spanish Town, by
Mr. McNaboe never dreamed of. By Ruth LIT ER-A-TURE—A study of John Dos '1‘1“3110t falil ‘Albert Rhys Williams. ... :
. M . . . 1e doviets, by )er: ys Hiiams. Do
McKenny, whose Look at Grandma, Dorothy Passos, by Granville Hicks. And revxew‘s, History of the Russian Revolution, by
Thompson you remember from a recent issue. among other important new books, of Lewis Stalin-Molotov-Veroshilov-Kirov ..... $1.25
Mumford’s The Culture of Cities, by Frank Thilaf};@em%f C%{{l;glqﬂ};lgﬁ%\flllzatlon hy .
. . . . . . N ana vnaries beard. ... ..o B 3.7H
HOUS ING—An article by Sidney Hill, on Lloyd‘erght; of Paul de Krl'nf’s. The Fight Cradle Will Rock, by Mare Blitzstein. ... $1.50
the Housing Crisis. (Have you been looking for Life, by Dr. Henry E. Sigerist; Esther ghe People’s Front, By Earl Browder. $2.25
. oy
for an apartment lately?) Shephard’s Walt Whitman’s Pose, by Newton r(])rxl)g:r Cartoons, Drawings and Paint- 00
o . Arvin; and of George’s Seldes’s You Can’t Do Calling  Western Union, by  Genevieve
I 80-LA TION—is the Mother of Militarism, That, reviewed by Vito Marcantonio. Taggard ................ .. 0 §2.00
says Sam Darcy, in a forthcoming article that Rulers of America, by Anna Rochester $1.39
should be read by everyone who thinks or has ROQ SE-VELT—Franklin Delano. An anal- ‘;“‘t'“‘“"“ 05"”"’1}10"';'1' h“; IF‘g a dL”’s """" ¥8.00
. . . . .abor Czars, by Harold ridman K2
friends who think it has anythmg to do with  ysis of the Roosevelt administration and the Riology and )\;nrxism’ 1); Poot Mo
Peace. chief political issues facing the country. PrOmant ..o..ooeuuneeineeennenennen .. $2.50

—OR—

FOR 5 TRIAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
15 weeks @ $1

ls MY FACE RED to have to report that my wonderful, wonderful WYFIPs have
been relaxing the past two weeks. I don’t want to gripe when you did such a
swell job before that. But what we need is a few more Stakhanovites to get

this drive up to 5000 new subs by May 1. Do you want your Uncle Charlie to (Choose one only)
march at the tail end of the parade? I've planned a swell banner for the Hammond’s Modern Atlas of the World
s e P S 't let’s let th First American Revolution, by Jack Hardy

WYFIPs—the slogan is just “5000—We Made it!” Don’t let’s let that banner Comrade Gulliver, by Hugo Gellert

/ reative America, by Mary Van eek
go to waste. Seeds of Tomorrow, by Michael Sholokov

Test Pilot, by Jimmy Collins
Yours with an anxious eye on this week’s mail, ——— e = |

New Masses, 31 East 27th St., N. Y. C.

ﬁz g . Enclosed find $ for.
subscription @...nnncerie. (List names

. . and addresses on separate sheet of paper
Worried Master of the WYFIP Hounders and attach to this coupon.) Please send

me the following books FREE:

Win Your KFriends and Influence PPeople to Subscribe to

0

NEW MASSE [

Key to the Week’s World News
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