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BETWEEN OURSELVES

HE first issue of our monthly

literary supplement was planned
for sixteen pages and turned out to be
twenty-four. At this writing it doesn’t
look as if we’ll be able to hold the
second supplement to less than thirty-
two pages.

We can’t give the full table of con-
tents. It will appear next week, and
the supplement will be in the follow-
ing issue, which will be on sale on
January 6. There will be more fiction,
more verse, and more critical articles
than in the first supplement. Among
the writers represented will be
Thomas Wolfe, author of Look Home-
ward Angel and Of Time and the
River; Dorothy Brewster, and Fede-
rico Garcia Lorca, the Spanish poet
assassinated by the fascists. Loxca’s
“Gypsy Ballads” (translated by
Langston Hughes) will be prefaced
by an introductory essay by Rafael
Alberti.

No sooner had we announced our
January 12 theater party for Pins and
Needles than reservations began pour-
ing in. As we go to press, there are
only a few seats left.

And now’s the time to take out
your little date-book and reserve Sun-
day evening, February 6. The New
Masses is happy to sponsor a unique
evening of music. We haven’t yet
found a name for it, but we have
found the composers. They are the
men who are blazing a new trail in
music—Marc Blitzstein, Paul Bowles,
Count Bassie and his famous swing
band, Carlos Chavez, Elliott Carter,
Jr., Aaron Copland, Alex North,
Wallingford Riegger, and Earl Robin-
- son—all will be there to demonstrate
the application of music to the radio,
the stage, and the dance. This prom-
ises to be the major event of the mu-
sic season.

So numerous were the requests for

our special offer on the Moscow Art:

Folio that we have been completely
sold out. Unfortunately, no future or-
ders can.be filled. The business de-
partment informs us, however, that
it is planning to offer a new series of
art reproductions in the very near
future.

Bruce Minton, who has recently re-
turned from Spain, will be the guest
of honor at a Christmas Eve party
tendered by the Friends of the New
~ Masses. Dancing, refreshments, and
a good time are promised. NEw
Masses readers and their friends are
invited. The time—Friday evening,
December 24; the place—Concert
League Auditorium, 846 Seventh Ave-
nue, between 54th and 55th Streets,
New York.

Whats What

EADERS of Don Herman’s arti-

cle in the December 14 issue,
which hilariously showed up the ig-
norance of the Constitution dis-
played by the executive secretary of
the Constitutional Educational League,
will be interested in knowing that
Labor Research Association has quite
a dossier on this outfit. The League
issued a vicious Red-baiting pam-
phlet called Join the C.1.0. and Help
Build a Sowviet America. Early edi-

tions of the pamphlet offered a
thousand-dollar reward to anyone
who “can prove that a single charge
made in this booklet is untrue.”
Labor Research Association found at
least twenty errors and gross mis-
statements of fact, and applied for the
reward but, needless to say, never re-
ceived it. The League has since is-
sued another pamphlet called Com-
munism’s Grip on the C.1.0., which
it has been distributing widely
throughout the country. The Labor
Research Association has now pre-
pared a mimeographed memorandum
of the League, giving particular in-
stances of its strike-breaking activities.
This memo can be obtained for 25
cents from the Association, 80 East
11th Street, New York City.

From a sanatorium in Rochester,
N. Y., Edna Manley, a former Her-
ald Tribune feature writer, writes
that she read with great joy Mike
Gold’s article about a bill to provide
for a permanent bureau of fine arts.
Miss Manley is “chained to a bed,”
however, and wants to know what she
can do from there. Others, who
want to know what concrete action

THIS

they can take, should write their con-
gressmen urging support of the bill,
H. R. 8239.

The townsfolk of Barberton, O., are
carrying on a campaign for less ex-
pensive public-school textbooks, They
are urging the use of less durable
covers to reduce the present exorbi-
tant prices. Readers who have had
some experience with such a cam-
paign or have any further sugges-
tions are asked to write to Henry
Stoner, RFD 1, Box 457, Barberton,
Ohio.

The Society for the Psychological
Study of Social Issues, which is affili-
ated with the American Psychological
Association, announces that it is pre-
paring a yearbook to be called The

Psychology of Industrial Conflict. The

committee responsible for this publica-
tion is interested in securing fresh,
concrete field data or documents bear-
ing on this problem from workers,
employers, public officials, and social
scientists working in specialized fields.
A tentative outline is available, _and
qualified persons who wish to codper-
ate in this enterprise either by sub-
mitting hitherto unused materials or
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by contributing to the writing of parts’
of the text should communicate with
any of the following: Theodore New-
comb, Bennington College, Benning-
ton, Vt.; Keith Sward, People’s Press,
New Kensington, Pa.; or George W.
Hartmann, chairman, Teachers Col-
lege, Columbia University, New York
City.

Eitaro Ishigaki’s painting, repro-
duced on page 7 of this issue, is one
of the 138 works that comprise the
American Artists’ Congress’s “Exhibi-
tion in Defense of World Democ-
racy,” at 550 Fifth Avenue, in New
York City. The exhibition closes
December 30.

The O0Id Laborer by Raphael
Soyer on page 22 is one of the eight
power-press lithographs by Soyer, Ar-
nold Blanche, William Gropper, Lynd
Ward, Harry Sternberg, Don Free-
man, Kuniyoshi, and George Picken,
on sale at the American Artists’ Con-
gress exhibition. The prints sell for
$1 each and the proceeds of the
sale go to aid Spain.

Who's Who

LOWELL E. WiLLIS is a professor of
economics at an eastern univer-
sity. . . . Cedric Belfrage’s novel,
Away from It All, was a Literary
Guild selection last spring. A forth-
coming book, Promised Land, which
deals with Hollywood, will be pub-
lished in London by Gollancz and is
the January choice of the Left Book
Club. . . . Stanley Randolph studied
under Professor John Dewey at Co-
lumbia University. At present he is
secretary of the New York district of
the Friends of the Soviet Union. . . .
Oscar Wagner is a young civil serv-
ice employee in New York. . . . Paul
A. Kaufmann has been a close student
of German economic affairs for many
years. . . . V. J. McGill, a -professor
at Hunter College, is one of the edi-
tors of Science and Society.

. Flashbacks

113 HE laws and institutions of

our organization must be so
changed as to permit of the freest
and fullest expression of the truly
progressive spirit of our membership
and enable it to march unfettered
abreast of the modern labor move-
ment,” read the call which summoned
anti-bureacratic members of the
United Garment Workers to form a
new industrial union. The rank and
filers met on Christmas Day, 1914,
resolving, “The organization shall be
known as the Amalgamated Cloth-
ing Workers of America.” . .. Other
clothing workers on December 26,
1869, began another great industrial
union movement. On that day the
Philadelphia tailor, Uriah Stephens,
with some of his fellow garment cut-
‘ters, secretly organized the first as-
sembly of the Knights of Labor. . . .
And in 1843 the Christmas issue of
Punch was tripled as a result of in-
cluding an anonymous poem about an
underpaid, overworked needle trades
worker. It was Thomas Hood’s
Song of the Shirt.
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Ad Reinhardt

Why Not Recovery?

in the United States have been going

from bad to worse. There have been an
abundance of threats from Wall Street and
promises from Washington but there is as yet
no visible turning of the tide. Big business
thinks that its immediate political ends may
best be served by taking advantage of the re-
cession, while the New Deal has not yet in-
dicated any real awareness of the actual
economic forces at work, or the most suit-
able line of attack on the basic problems.

The spokesmen of big business have them-
selves testified that they have gone on strike
to force the hand of the President and Con-
gress against certain key New Deal measures,
such as the National Labor Relations Act,
and to smash the industrial union movement,
if not the entire labor movement. But the fact
remains that there had to be an underlying
shift away from the 1935-37 recovery before
big business could take advantage of anything.

In order to deal with the recession, it is
first necessary to find out what the recovery
was like. By 1936, American economic life had
traveled quite a distance toward recovery. A
glance at the business index of the New York
Times (which is almost entirely based on
production), and you would have thought that
happy days were indeed here again. By August
of this year, the index stood more than 10
percent above the “estimated normal.” Indus-
* trial production was one-sixth greater in 1936
than in 1935; the index even registered 104.7
as compared with 1923-25.

To be sure, American industrial recovery
lagged behind the average world recovery. The

I YOR some months now, business conditions

By Lowell E. Willis

latter (physical volume, not money value) had
reached 148 at the beginning of 1937, whereas
it had only gone up to 121 in the United
States. And it is a significant commentary on
the status of American capitalism that it should
be considered a victory for industrial produc-
tion to pass the level of 1923-25. Industrial
production in the Soviet Union has trebled
since 1925.

More or less, this general outline describes
the economic set-up. But there is much to
learn by digging into particulars.

Profits. These were beginning to reach really
“interesting” levels again. For 1936, dividends
plus interest totaled $8,892,000,000; entre-
preneurial withdrawals, meaning profits taken
out by individual businesses, not corpora-
tions, scaled to $9,783,000,000. Each of these
figures was practically a billion dollars more
than in any year since 1931. Furthermore, all
of these billions represent money actually
“earned,” not payments out of surplus.

Big corporations did best of all. The
sixteen hundred “leading manufacturing and
trading corporations” covered by the National
City Bank’s tables, showed an increase in net
profits (after deduction of taxes) of 52.3 per-
cent as compared with 1935. The 1935 profits
were in turn 49.7 percent above those for 1934.

‘For two successive years, then, big business

made profits half again as. large as in the pre-
ceding year.

This trend continued into the first three-
quarters of 1937. The National City Bank’s
sample (only 265 corporations this time)
showed a profit increase of 29.4 percent for

the first nine months of 1937 compared with
the same period last year. Even in the third
quarter of 1937, during which period the pres-
ent recession started, profits exceeded those
in the same period in 1936 by 18.1 percent.

Farm Income and Wages. Farmers and
wage-earners were not, it is true, doing so
remarkably well. Real wages, however, also
increased in 1936. Salaries in the manufactur-
ing, mining, construction, utilities, railroads,
and various service industries were 12 percent
higher in 1936 than in 1935. Compared with
this, the cost-of-living index rose only 3 per-
cent. Farm cash income in 1936 increased
11 percent over 1935, and net farm income
also increased more than living costs.

Coming into 1937, the trend of real wages,
owing to successful strikes, led largely by the
C.I.O., continued upward. The year started
as a banner one for the farmers. All this con-
tinued at least until August when the recession
became visible.

It should be noted that the rise in wages was
nowhere in proportion to the vast increase in
profits. Big business did reap a huge harvest,
but very little of it trickled down to the people.

Credit. Another favorable factor through
1936 was the abundance of cheap credit. The
excess reserves of the member banks of the
Federal Reserve System became so large that
the governors of the system feared they would
be unable to control a boom movement once
it got started. Therefore, between July 1936
and May 1937, they doubled the reserve re-
quirements of member banks and “sterilized”
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a total of $1,270,000,000 of gold to keep it
from forming part of the credit base of banks.
By May 1937, the excess reserves of banks in
New York and Chicago had practically dis-
appeared, but nothing like a credit shortage
existed in any real sense. Even until the end
of November, the government had desterilized
only $300,000,000 of its huge hoard. The re-
discount rate has been kept deliberately low to
facilitate more government borrowing and to
maintain the value of outstanding government
bonds; ours is today among the lowest central
bank rates in the world.

Credit, then, has remained plentiful and
cheap,

National Income. The national income pro-
duced in 1936 was, for the first time, com-
parable to pre-depression levels. The figures
are:

1929 ...l $80,757,000,000
1930 ...l 67,969,000,000
1936 ...g.iieiiiinnn. 63,799,000,000

69,000,000,000

When it is recalled that the whelesale price
level was 15 percent lower in 1936 than in
1929 at the same time that the national income
produced was only 21 percent lower, there was
some basis for thinking that “recovery” had
made real progress.

But this recovery was proceeding unevenly.
Retail sales in the country as a whole in 1936
were 77 percent of 1929. This meant that
compared to 1929, the market had consider-
ably contracted, even at prevailing prices.

Moreover, per-capita consumption was not
nearly as large in 1936 as in 1929, though the
population had meanwhile increased by nearly
seven million. This tendency was especially
noticeable 'in the “sales resistance” to dur-
able consumers’ goods. Sales of furniture and
household goods, for example, had fallen off
no less than 41 percent from the 1929 figure.
Automobiles probably could not have been sold
in volume at all but for the development of
installment buying. The total volume of in-
stallment credit outstanding at any one time
in 1936 was estimated at three billion dollars,
as compared with but two billion dollars in
1929. Installment selling has contracted in
lean years and flourished in good years, thus
introducing a huge, elastic factor into consump-
tion. The following table shows how this has
proceeded (from the Index of the New York
Trust Co., April 1937, page 79) :

Installment Sales

Year (in billions of dollars)
1910 ..o 1

1925 e 5

1929 .. 6-7

1932 o 2.5

1936 oviviii i 9

That there was a great pick-up in national
income through 1935-36 cannot be doubted, but
this gain was extremely spotty, and some of
our most important industries did not do so
well while others needed artificial® stimulants
to forge ahead.

Foreign Trade and Investment. A lot of
people have been soothing themselves with the

NEW MASSES

To My Son, Christmas, 1937

The apartment-houses rolled like elephants, the cornerstones wrinkled
And there was life yet in this concrete as much as in leather

To snuffle at the first stench of gas, to sob like a street

Before the blow-torch ravels up the sewer

And there was stucco enough in these frames
To fly like feathers and to stifle the trams i
And the rails and the telephone wires tangled together

Like a concession at the beach

And finally it was all quiet

~

Looking like something modeled in lard

As if the moon had caused a tide

In the boulevard and the winter froze it

And this I dreamed you should inherit—
Not a retentive order, peace on earth—
So I haven’t been able to write a poem for you

With the real Christmas spirit

For all along the sidewalks were hands like yours
Half-grown and soft, severed at the knuckles or the wrists
And all along the walls with eyes like mad zeros

Rooted the tapirs and the wild boars.

*

thought that we have always come out of
previous depressions and gone to new .high
levels of prosperity. They forget that the
long-time factors of expansion that operated
during the nineteenth century and the early
twentieth century have now ceased to operate.
First, there was the frontier which, until about
1890, furnished a fine outlet for “‘surplus”
capital and labor, and offered continually new
opportunities for profit. Then there was the
growing foreign market; during and after the
war, there were tremendous investment op-
portunities for those who were not too inter-
ested in ever getting their money back. Foreign
loans, from 1915 to 1928, were taking perhaps
a billion American dollars a year. During
those years, the outward movement of capital
stimulated a large export trade.

But American foreign investment has now
stopped completely. Since the tariff is now
even higher than it was in 1923-29, despite
moderate reductions under the policy of recip-
rocal trade agreements, it has been impossible
for American export trade to revive. The
dollar value of exports in 1936 was only 47
percent of the 1929 level and only 54
percent of the average for 1923-25. But mean-
while, the gold content of the dollar had been
cut to but 59 percent 6f the former figure, so
that the actual gold value of the export trade
had dropped to much less than half of the
pre-depression level. »

The export of capital in the period from
1915 to 1928 was at least “productive” in the
sense that a large part of it was used for the
purchase of useful equipment, which eventually

*

DororHY VAN GHENT.
e .

would result in consumers’ goods. Since 1930,
this money has gone to pay for armaments
more than anything else. The Foreign Policy
Association recently estimated that the “de-
fense” expenditures of sixty countries more
than doubled between 1934 and 1936. The
increase in armaments ranged from $35,064,-
000,000 to $10,730,000,000 (1936 ° gold
parity).

Pump-Priming and Recovery. Another little
difficulty about recovery has been the irregular
application and sudden curtailment of the
“pump-priming” policy. Actually half of the
water that came out of the recovery pump
in the last three years had been piped in from
the government treasury. The United States
News, painting with rather broad strokes, re-
cently calculated that the federal government
contributed as follows to the national stream
of purchasing power:

1934 i $3,250,000,000
1935\ 3,000,000,000
1936 .« 4,000,000,000

Then, in 1937, the flow narrowed to a mere
$100,000,000 a month and in November it
fell to but $50,000,000.

This sudden falling off of government spend-
ing is certainly one of the most significant
factors behind the economic recession. The
increased contributions of private industry
plainly have not filled the void created by
government retrenchment. Indeed, a good
many members of Congress have retreated
from their original demand that the budget
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be balanced by slashing without mercy the
government relief and recovery program. The
budget may be unbalanced now, but it will
certainly not be balanced during a depression.
Meanwhile, the reduction in government
spending does not help matters.

Unemployment. In every previous recovery,
unemployment has diminished almost to the
vanishing point, while at the same time new
capital issues have stimulated the capital goods
(heavy) industries. In both these respects, the
recovery of 1935-37 has been no genuine re-
covery at all. As was recently pointed out by
Charles R. Gay, president of the New York
Stock Exchange, the annual new capital of
corporations secured through new issues had’
fallen in the depression as low as $160,000,000
per year and has not since exceeded $1,200,-
000,000 In any one year. Factories have re-
placed old machinery to some extent, but very
few new factories or additions to old factories
have been built. This is not surprising when
it is remembered that even a year ago, when
recovery was supposed to be in full swing,
business was still operating at only 75 percent
of capacity.

With per-capita consumption lower than in
1929 and the capital-goods industries in a state
of uncertain revival, employment obviously
could not revive to former levels—especially
since the productivity of labor rose by 10 per-
cent between 1929 and 1935 (and still con-
tinues to rise). The army of the unemployed
is actually not much smaller now than it was
at the depth of the depression in 1933. The
American Federation of Labor still figured
the totally unemployed at close to 9,000,000
in October 1936. The Labor Research Asso-
ciation, which had arrived at a peak figure
(confirmed independently by Business W eek)
of more than 17,000,000 unemployed at the
beginning of 1933, reéxamined the figures
again at the beginning of 1937 and concluded
that in the months just preceding, the number
of unemployed had been 14,751,000, of whom
only 3,794,000 were engaged on P.W.A.,
W.P.A,, and C.C.C. taken together. (The
figure today is certainly no smaller than it
was a year ago.)

This means a total of more than one un-
employed for every four workers in the United
States, or still a crisis level.

The farm crisis continues. The movement
from the farms to the cities, which was re-
versed for a short time at the bottom point
of the 1929-35 crisis, has now been resumed,
and it seems likely to continue, not because
there are jobs for people in the cities, but
simply because the farmers cannot stay on the
farms. The bumper crops of the present year
were produced with a smaller working force
than in previous years. In the southeastern
states, cotton is no longer a paying crop. It
cannot compete on the world tarket, and the
tenants in that region are being supported in
large part by government loans. Individual
owners are still losing their farms, and this
not only in the South; it has recently been

estimated that the number of tenants is in-
creasing at the rate of 40,000 a year. Tenants
are being reduced to the status of day laborers,
more especially in the cotton area bordering
on the Mississippi River, and tens of thousands
of farmers have had to leave the Dust Bowl
for good, with their farms reverting back to
wilderness or, at the very best, to grazing
country.

Neither the Farm Tenancy Act passed at
the last session of Congress, nor privately
financed experiments, such as the Delta Codp-
erative Farm, will suffice to turn the flow in
the opposite direction. The time has come
for a large-scale attack on the problem of farm
tenancy, such as that provided in the Boileau
Farm Tenancy Bill, which is sponsored by the
National Farm Holiday Association, the
Farmers’ Union of Louisiana, and leaders of
the Farmers’ Union in many states. Pending
the passage of such a bill, we may expect to
see the trickle of farmers to the cities swell
into a fair-sized stream, thereby adding to the
unemployment problem in the cities. If the
mechanical cotton picker should be perfected
and introduced commercially, a major crisis
would undoubtedly develop in the “old” cotton
area of the Southeast.

)

d different kind of recovery. The 1935-37
recovery differed from previous recoveries both
in thoroughness and breadth, It was especially
strong in profits for big business and weak in
wages for the workers and the people generally.
At the same time, foreign trade, commodity
prices, wage incomes, and farm income did go
up, and the possibilities of further rise are
not excluded. The recovery was so spotty,
however, that the conditions for another crisis
matured much more rapidly than was generally
expected. It is of the nature of capitalism that
depression follows prosperity when the condi-
tions have matured; it is of the nature of
monopoly capitalism in its period of decline
that the depressions are closer together and
continue for longer periods than during the
stormy upswing of astill flourishing capitalism.

Herein is the basic economic setting for the
campaign of sabotage waged by big business
against the New Deal program and the labor
movement. Even the conservative Sir Josiah
Stamp, from the other side of the water, re-
cently chided American capital for exagger-
ating the present downward movement of
business. The problem now before the coun-
try is to fight the recession on the basis of a
clear understanding of the forces at work.

(This is the first of a series of two articles by
Lowell E. Willis on the recession.)

. Barney Tobey and R. McCallister
“Just half a load today, men. 1¥s Christmas.”
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[The following speech was delivered by
Mr. Belfrage at a recent Hollywood sympo-
sium on the subject, “Should Writers Mix in
Politics?”—FEDs. ]

‘GI AM of those whose indignation
against injustice and misery is great
enough to make them an infernal
nuisance to everybody in their immediate
neighborhood. My anger that so few people
can enjoy the view from my study and the
cool scents from my garden is such that it very
nearly destroys my own appreciation of them.
Very nearly, but not—thank God—quite.
Possibly in time I shall become wise enough—
or callous enough—to cease to care.

“After all, what have I got to do with
world affairs? How grand it would be if I
could learn to mind my own business—to
work just hard enough to give my wife and
boys a few luxuries with their necessities and
myself an occasional glass of beer. . . .

“Yet I know that my peace of mind is a
sham, that my old brick and timber house,
much as I love it, will never be a sanctuary
from the prison of the outside world. . . .

“And I know that I admire British con-
servatives for their patriarchal and often en-
tirely disinterested social service. That I ad-
mire British supporters of the Labor Party
for their sturdy common sense and good hu-
mor. That I admire British liberals for their
“belief in principles. And I know that I belong
. to none of those parties. Had it not been for
the Moscow trials I might have become a
Communist. Were it not for the trade-union
influence I might join the Labor Party. Were
it not for their strange blending ‘of bloodless-
ness and sentimentality I might belong to the
liberals. Had the tories not been so selfish
and short-sighted about Spain I might have
become one of them. But I see nothing to
choose between the conservative and the com-
munist types of class warfare, and I care for
neither.”

I'm glad that recitative is over because if
it had gone on much longer I would probably
have been thrown out of here and I would
have deserved it. You could not see the
quotes on the paper from which I am reading.
The quotation is from the final, summing-up
section of one of the three thousand confes-
sional, self-searching autobiographies published
in English last month. The author is a man
whose “occasional glass of beer” has quite
often been consumed in my company, in the
Café Royal and in Fleet Street pubs in Lon-
don. His name is Vernon Bartlett and he is
a charming fellow to drink beer with. The
conclusions which I have just read were
formed by him as a result of forty-three years
on our planet. Forty-three most unusual and
crowded years—for he is a political and diplo-

Robert Joyce

matic correspondent of one of the principal
London dailies; he has met and talked with
practically all the key men and women of our
time, has twice sat in the awesome presence
of Mussolini, and has been shouted at by Hit-

ler in a private interview. He reached these -

final conclusions regarding his world-philoso-
phy upon his return from war-torn Spain.

I have quoted from Bartlett’s book because
it will give me a chance to compare myself
with him to what I hope is my own advan-
tage, and because his line seems to me to
typify that super-liberalism which is the latest
and perhaps most dangerous form of literary
escapology. It has become trite to rail against
writers for sitting in ivory towers. Bombs
have by now been dropped on most of the
more select ivory towers, and those that still
stand are covered by long-range guns awaiting
the order to fire. Few of the old occupants
are still in possession of enough cotton to
keep out of their ears the din that is going on
outside. It has become necessary for every
writer with faculties half intact to take some
sort of definite line about the present state
of human society. Even poor, tortured Aldous
Huxley, the great brain almost completely
surrounded by earmuffs, has had to step out
on a platform of neo-pacifism, thereby put-
ting himself right in the line of fire of those
hecklers who, during the World War, asked
conscientious objectors what they would do if
a German raped their sister.

The super-liberalism with which Bartlett
consoles himself is liberalism. taken to the
point where it becomes a definite, positive
creed—the belief that everybody is more
wrong than right: not only tories and com-
munists, but liberals too, with what he calls
“their strange blending of bloodlessness and
sentimentality.” Liberalism is a fence for es-
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Politics Catches Up with the Writer

By Cedric Belfrage

capologists to sit on, but this super-liberalism,

this determined resistance to the idea of any-
thing being true at all, is a platform. A small
and crowded platform, and not a very com-
fortable one. Poor Bartlett keeps wriggling
restlessly on it. In Spain, for example, we
find him “desperately sorry” for the aristocrat

refugees and the common people, and at the
same time torn by wondering “why the cruel-
and unjust treatment of individuals in the
fascist countries affected my whole judgment

of their systems of government.”

I don’t have to apologize for talking so
much about an Englishman, because this super-
liberalism is not a national disease. All of us
here can look around and see plenty of simi-
lar cases in the vicinity of our ewn back-
yards. In my book Away from It All 1
quoted this statement by Sir Samuel Hoare,
the celebrated English would-be carver-up of
Ethiopia, with regard to British foreign pol-
icy : “It is a realistic outlook upon affairs, com-
bined with an idealistic belief in human prog-
ress . . .-a sound instinct upon the big issues.
It is difficult to be more precise. For, like
an English gentleman, you cannot define him
but you know one when you see one.” I made
the observation there that an English gentle-
man could be defined as the perfect flowering
of the escapologist—the man who does not
even need eau-de-cologne to drown a bad smell
under his nose, but can imagine it out of ex-
istence. I hope Americans don’t take that
hardly. There are plenty of fine gentlemen
and super-liberals this side of the Atlantic.

Now in opening this forum about the con-
nection between writers and politics, I am not
going to bore you with the story of my life.
I am only going to say that my roots were
very similar to Vernon Bartlett’s, and then
to state at what conclusions I have arrived
after the most exhaustive attempts to find an
ivory tower and shut myself up in it. I started
out as a gentleman, and heaven alone knows
what I am now, but in any event I am not up
there with Vernon on the super-liberal plat-
form. I am not so childlike as to have blind
faith in any dogma, any cure-all, but I do be-
lieve in the fundamental truth of certain
things. I have had a hundred times as much
evidence as I needed to know what fascism
is, and why, with absolutely any weapons that
may be necessary and at the risk of everything
up to life itself, I must fight against it. Fas-
cism is not an abstract idea, a word bandied
about by phrasemongers. It is a reality in sev-

eral countries, a murderous threat -in all

others. There may be room for argument
about certain features of fascism, but certain
things we do know definitely about it from
empirical observation. It is the burner of
books, the imprisoner of free minds, the throt-
tler of culture, the regimenter of ideas.
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If a fascist society has produced any first
or even second-rate work of art, if fascism can
boast one single book, play, movie, or even
newspaper that can be admired by interna-
tional standards, I haven’t heard of it. If
then, a writer believes that the purpose of
literature is to enrich the cultural tradition
and by spreading ideas to widen mental hori-
zons—and I don’t mean political propagandist
ideas, but every kind of idea that freely func-
tioning minds may want to express—then fas-
cism must by definition be his enemy. That
is reducing the situation to its simplest terms.

And surely events in fascist countries have
demonstrated clearly enough that the writer,
the artist, the man of science does not in the
last analysis have the choice between opposing
fascism and not opposing it. Rather the choice
is between life and death. One can, of course,
choose the path of the necrophile and woo
death like a lover, as a few writers are actually
doing. But to this the great majority of us
are not attracted. We have to choose life—
and when we have chosen, we are borne for-
ward, powerless to resist, on the tide of the
implications of our choice. We find that fas-
cism is not something that can be argued or
reasoned with. Its basic weapons are deliber-

ate demagogy and lies, and if those who care
for culture and human progress do not fight
back courageously and self-sacrificingly at that
stage, they will soon find themselves with their

-backs to a wall, fighting with steel and guns.

History has certainly shown that. And the
tide of his choice of life will carry the writer
still further, if he lets himself be carried by
it. “He will see, for instance,” as Professor
Harold Laski says, “that the expulsion from
Germany of its outstanding men of letters is
only the ultimate frustration in a series of frus-
trations imposed by inadequate values arising
from inadequate institutions; and he will find
that the inadequacy of those institutions al-
ways is related, directly or indirectly, to the
property-system and its results. . . . Itis an in-
sistence that inconvenient experience may be
denied by those who hold the keys of power.
But there comes a point where the denial of
experience becomes the decision to destroy
civilization.”

Hollywood is perhaps the biggest nest of
writers in the world today. It has a militant
anti-fascist movement growing with commend-
able speed and enthusiasm. It also has a body
of writers who, clinging to their ivory towers
in Beverly Hills or to the super-liberal plat-

. Fligh:
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form, declare themselves to be outside the
battle, That is, of course, an illusion, because
no one is outside it. Fascism is a creeping
disease and by inactivity and super-liberalism
one fights just as effectively for fascism as by
militant action one can fight against it. Many
of these self-deluding writers are people who
wield a typewriter simply and solely to make
money, for in Hollywood there is, of course,
a carefully nurtured school of thought that re-’
gards any talk of “culture” or “art” or “ideas”
as the raving of pompous hypocrites. I am a
hack myself, and I would voluntarily enter a
Nazi nunnery before I would seek to fill up -
these my brothers with lofty cultural thoughts.
But I think that the parlous condition under
fascism of Germany’s once-flourishing film,
newspaper, and magazine industries should be
called to their attention. Whether they like
it or not, even movies and slick magazines are
vehicles for some sort of ideas, and a glance at
the present state of fascist film industries, at
the rapid decline in circulation of fascist.
papers, magazines, and books shows that fas-
cism promises slim pickings for people in-
volved in producing those things. Obviously a
system that makes all ideas illegal is bound to
have this result; instead of going to the
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movies, the public will prefer to go fishing,

for even if a trout were to orate about the

racial impurity of its neighbor the salmon, one

could talk back to it with little fear that it
- would turn out to be a Gestapo agent.

Then we have the It Can’t Happen Here
school of escapologists, also very numerous in
our writers’ community. I think it was Ralph
Bates who told the story, last time he was in
Hollywood, of the people on one fringe of
Madrid who, with the fascists within a mile
of their city, were still intoning “It can’t hap-
pen here,” because it was the other side of the
city that Franco was within a mile of. There
are people who, placed in the classic predica-
ment of the pacifist whose sister is being raped,
will still keep smiling by hurriedly figuring
out that after all the sister was probably ille-
gitimate. To such people I would like to pre-
sent this thought: that the very existence of
a large school of escapologists in a community
is evidence enough of the reality of the fascist
menace in that community. Bore into the tim-
bers of a community where such slogans as
“art for art’s sake” are freely bandied about,
and you will find the fascist termite at work.

It takes most of us hacks years to bring our-
selves to face squarely up to these realities
about our times. We are natural egotists, we
regard the destiny of our souls and minds as
tremendously important, and we endure agonies
of a rather theatrical sort in the course of the
struggle to decide. No Angelus Temple con-
vert goes through such rolling of eyes and
gnashing of teeth in
accepting Aimee’s God
as does your writer in
accepting the necessity
of organized, disciplined
struggle to preserve any-
thing of the artistic lib-
erty he treasures. He
thumps himself on the
chest to keep up his
rugged individualist’s

. courage, and cries, “I
am an artist, I am above
these vulgar brawls”—
but the words ring hol-
low. He works through
the catalogue of alibis
one by one. They all
leave him uneasy. He
rails against fate for
having put him on earth
at a time when a writer
has such responsibilities,
has to make such de-
cisions. What worries
him most is the thought
that he is losing his sense
of humor.

Well, maybe a tempo-
rary loss in that quar-
ter is necessary. But
there is this consolation.
Fascism is death to a lot
of things but to humor
more than to anything
else. One cannot speak
of what might happen if

Hitler and Mussolini had a’sense of humor, be-
cause they and it are a basic contradiction in
terms. And on the other hand, it is of great sig-
nificance that nearly all the leading humorists
in still-democratic countries are to be found
somewhere near the front of the militant anti-
fascist struggle. A humorist is a person who
sticks pins into human balloons to see if they
burst, who uses a scalpel on flowery rhetoric
and on motivations. It is a fact that high-
class humorous magazines today, the ones that
are supported by big reactionary advertisers,
hardly know where to look for contributors
of the right kind—for the simple reason that
the humorists, both pictorial and literary, are
moving to the left almost in a solid body.
One might explain that by saying that a
good humorist has to know not only where
humor begins but where it ends. And just as
humor ends on the borders of Nazi Germany
and fascist Italy, it ends too at Madrid and
Shanghai. Dorothy Parker is the latest to
testify, on returning from Spain, that there is
nothing funny about the struggle of the plain
Spanish people against those who would dic-
tate to them how they should live, by whom
they should be governed and judged. But if
there is nothing funny about it, there is some-
thing heroic, something which, while it horri-
fies, also uplifts and elates those who love lib-
erty. It fills a writer with a new sensation,
the sensation of humility; and suddenly he
may find himself accepting gladly this burden
which seemed so forbidding, the burden of
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burying to that extent his individualism and
artistic snobbery and enlisting in the people’s
army of liberty, side by side with factory
workers and peasants. .

And if he is willing to accept this role, he
is apt to find that the weight of the new bur-
den is a minus quantity. The old burden has
indeed been lightened, and he can actually
function better as a writer because he now
has a positive, hopeful world-view instead of
a negative and hopeless one. If he is lucky
enough to live in a country that is still demo-
cratic and at peace, he is no longer now mor-
bidly sitting in his sanctum, biting his finger-
nails and wondering whether he has to wait
six months or five years for fascism to obliter-
ate him as an artist, or for war to obliterate
him as a person. He cannot be disheartened
by the official reactionary view—I quote from
a New York Herald Tribune editorial of last
month—that “certainly the great war is in-
evitable, of course, but not now.” He faces
the situation realistically, and he knows that
death and taxes may be inevitable but war and
fascism are not. He knows that the road is
a hard one, that it may involve great sacrifices,
but he has a solid belief in the ability of man-
kind to overcome reaction and to progress.
There is no heroic posturing in that position.
It is not an act of faith, It is merely the be-
lief that reason, though it must be fought for,
will finally triumph. And from the purely
selfish point of view, that belief is the most
valuable possession the average hack can have.

Jack Kabat

Another Job for the Trotsky Defense Commiittee
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Mr. Dewey Stakes His Reputation

HEN the meeting of the Trotsky
W Defense Committee was formally

opened in New York on December
12 under the obviously impartial chairmanship
of George Novack, member of the Trotskyist
center in the United States, three main points
were stressed : (1) that the committee existed
only for the purpose of finding facts, and any-
one who had come to hear anything else had
better leave the hall at once; (2) that the
commissioners themselves were impartial, and
if anything, sinned in the direction of preju-
dice against Trotsky and Trotskyism; and (3)
that the committee was motivated only by the
search for truth and justice, and absolutely
abjured any interest in political questions.

The first to speak was Suzanne LaFollette,
secretary of the committee. It did not fall to
Miss LaFollette’s lot to reveal any of the facts
unearthed by the committee’s nine months of
investigation. She confined herself to relat-
ing the exact number of documents, letters,
telegrams, and verbal depositions in the pos-
session of the committee. Hers was also to
establish the impartiality of the witnesses tes-
tifying. Miss LaFollette hotly denied that
only Trotskyites were called to testify. The
European branch of the committee had inter-
viewed five people: Sedov (Trotsky’s son)
Victor Serge, refugee from Soviet justice; and
“three who knew Sedov in Germany.” The
eleven witnesses examined by the American
group had an even clearer record: three of
them were definitely not Trotskyites. Two
of these three were merely “personal friends
of Trotsky, having no political views.” The
third, indeed, had been a Trotskyite but had
“definitely broken” with Trotsky."

The character of the witnesses being thus
established, the chairman introduced Benjamin
. Stolberg to attest the commissioners’ imparti-
ality. Wendelin Thomas had been a member
of the Communist Party, which he quit in
1923, and therefore he could not be a Trot-
skyite; Suzanne LaFollette was a relative of
the governor and senator from Wisconsin, and
therefore she could not be a Trotskyite; John
Chamberlain was an editor of Fortune, and
therefore he could not be a Trotskyite, etc.,
etc. And as for himself, Stolberg, everybody
knew he was not Trotskyite; and if there were
still room for doubt, he took the opportunity
of stating then and there, that in his opinion
“all dictatorships are of, by, and for the dicta-
tors” and any regime which begins, as did the
Soviet regime in 1917, by dealing forcefully
with its enemies in the camp of reaction would
inevitably wind up by killing off ity own sons
later. Thus was proved beyond a shadow of
doubt the impartiality of the commission.

By way of conclusion, and just to prove the
committee’s complete unconcern with political
matters, Mr. Stolberg declared that the

- By Stanley Randolph

Comintern is responsible for opening the road
to fascism in Germany and China; that the
Stalinists have killed off the best of the work-
ing-class leaders in Spain; and that they are
trying to break up the United Automobile
‘Workers in the United States.

Following an address in German by Wen-
delin Thomas, the floor was given to John
Chamberlain, who contented himself with ex-
plaining that he had joined the committee out
of “curiosity’” and because some of his radical
friends had begun to “look shamefaced”
when the Zinoviev-Kamenev trial began,

By this time a worried look had come over
many faces in the audience. Already four of
the “commissioners” had spoken, and nary a
“fact” bearing on the case of Leon Trotsky
had put in an appearance. The committee
must have anticipated some restiveness at this
time, because they now introduced some comic
relief in the person of the venerable Italian
anarchist, Carlo Tresca.

Mr. Tresca exemplified his libertarian
principles from the outset by refusing to walk
over to the microphone, thus forcing Mr.
Novack, the chairman, to move the instrument
over to him. Having registered this initial
victory over the forces of law and order, Mr.
Tresca proceeded to relate that he had joined
the committee hoping to find Trotsky guilty.
Since he, Tresca, had been a life-long advo-
cate of sabotage and assassination, he had
hoped to find in Trotsky a new, if belated,
convert. But he was disappointed. In fact,
he was certain of Trotsky’s innocence even be-
fore joining the committee. And although his
principles did not permit him to judge other
men, he decided, after much thought, to make
an exception in this case, because the cause
of truth was involved. He also wanted to take
this occasion to explain why he had not as yet
gone to Italy to assassinate Mussolini. Which
reminded him of one time down in Philadel-
phia, during the war, etc., etc.

The revelations of fact were now inter-
rupted to allow the chairman to take up a
collection, for the double purpose of publish-
ing the eighty-thousand-word report of the
commission and to finance Miss LaFollette,
who had run into considerable personal debt
as a result of her work as secretary of the
commission. The chairman called for two
thousand dollars for the first of these pur-
poses alone, but the collection netted only six
hundred dollars, half chsh.

Mr. Novak now brought into play the first
piece of his heavy artillery, John Finerty, coun-
sel for the committee,

Mr. Finerty admitted that his mind was

-all made up about Trotsky’s innocence before

he conducted the “inquiry” in Mexico, let
alone inspected the rest of the “evidence” gath-
ered by the committee since. Mr. Finerty's

contribution to the enlightenment of the audi-
ence was to read with a great show of learning
some passages from a book on Soviet civil and

-criminal procedure, and then to show that the

procedure adopted by the court martial which
tried the treason cases was different in some
respects from that laid down for ordinary
civil and criminal cases.

Everyone who really came with the object
of hearing the report of a “fact-finding com-
mission” had by this time (almost eleven
o'clock) been entirely disabused. But the audi-
ence stayed wearily on, for the last act of the
travesty, the last performer, John Dewey.
The chairman made an effort to revive the
waning spirits of the crowd with an elaborate
sentimental introduction. Dewey was the
Voltaire, the Zola of the present day. An
attempt to get the audience to rise in honor
of Professor Dewey failed.

Dewey did a reprise on the records of the
individual members of the commission and
their impartiality.

It was indeed a moment of tragedy for
those who had some respect for Dewey’s work
in fields in which he is competent to hear him
say: “I stake my reputation on the truth of
the findings of this commission.” Fortunately
for Professor Dewey, men’s reputations are
not altogether theirs to gamble away.

Since time did not permit reviewing all the
evidence gathered by the commission, Dewey
would give only some examples. Here they
are, taken from the official proceedings of the
Moscow trials themselves. It seems that two
of the witnesses disagreed by several months
as to the date of the formation of the Zinoviev
center. And it seems that “divergent” and
“contradictory’ reasons were given for the for-
mation of the second center. One witness said
that it was merely a reserve, pure and simple,
in case the first center were exposed. Another
witness said that it was also a reserve in
another sense; in the sense that the Trotskyites
did not trust the Zinoviev group and wanted
a separate center of their own.

“I want to emphasize,” said Dewey, “that
this is crucial. The whole case centers around
the formation and purpose of the two centers.
With these centers, the whole case against
Trotsky and the other accused collapses.”

Yes, that is the sum total of the “findings”
of the commission. Nine months of “work,”
thousands of dollars spent, flying trips to
Mexico, France, and other countries, lawyers
retained, books published and more to come,
radio broadcasts, mass meetings, conferences,
Miss LaFollette deep in debt—and for what?
To “reveal” what any schoolboy could have
found by buying the official proceedings for
one dollar, plus a discovery that Soviet pro-
cedure in treason cases differs from Soviet
procedure in regular statutory cases.



“Silent Night,

fioly Night,
All s Calm, ;
All is Bright”

W

A. Birnbaum
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The Conflict in Japan

HE Panay‘!incident has done much to

crystallize sentiment in the United
States against the indiscriminate frightfulness
of the Japanese military in China. American
firmness has certainly given China the added
courage and confidence that comes with feel-
ing that you are not alone. But the most far-
reaching effects of the episode may yet be felt
in Tokyo itself. The submerged conflict be-
tween the “‘extremists” and the “moderates”
is coming to the surface on an issue that has
long disturbed Japan: discipline within the
army and subordination of the army to the
civil government.

The most complete account of Japan’s in-
ternal struggle over the Panay incident has
thus far been given by Hallett Abend of the
New York Times. According to Abend, the
Japanese force which fired upon the Panay
was commanded by Col. Kingoro Hashimoto,
one of the leading spirits in the Tokyo mili-
tary coup of February 26, 1936, when several
cabinet members were murdered by a clique
of “young officers.” This Hashimoto is pro-
tected by extremely powerful friends in the
high command; his arrest and punishment
might very well create a breach in Japan’s
military front.

‘The insistence of President Roosevelt and
the State Department that the Japanese give
adequate guarantees against a repetition of
the Panay incident has forced the Japanese
militarists into a corner. That the Japanese
military attaché in Shanghai found it neces-
sary first to deny the machine-gunning of the
Panay and then to retract that denial is not
likely to increase the prestige of the Japanese
army command either in Japan or in China.
There is plenty of subdued opposition to the
military extremists among influential Japanese
industrialists, especially those engaged in light
industry and commerce, and among the intel-
lectuals. This conflict among tlte militarists
will help their silent struggle.

It is sometimes argued that firmness by this
country against Japan will turn the Japanese
guns agamst us. This view utterly overlooks

the deep conflicts within Japan and the crit- .

ical state of Japan’s finances in the war
against China, International firmness against
the aggressor is most likely to encourage the
forces of peace and democracy within Japan
and to put the military extremists on the de-
fensive. The Panay incident points unmistak-
ably in that direction.

Innocents Abroad

NHE discovery that the “Robinsons”
were touring Moscow on faked pass-
ports upset the apple cart in many a news-
paper office last week. Running out of
plausible slanders against the Soviet Union,
the press revived the ancient gag about the
innocent American kidnaped by the heathen
Chinee. Senator Copeland called for the
fleet to defend the national honor. Secre-
tary Hull put himself out on an undiplo-
matic limb by quizzing the Soviet Embassy
before consulting his own clerical staff.
By the end of the week, every shade and
stripe of the fascist rainbow was involved
in the story: racketeer Marinelli of New
York, Trotskyites Cannon and Shachtman,
Nazi agent Healy. In the effort to cover up
their own confusion, the newspapers tratted
out every trapeze stunt in their sensational
repertory. Meanwhile, in Moscow, the
“Robinsons” are learning that it is more
difficult to sabotage a socialist economy than
it is to obtain false passports from a capital-
ist power for that purpose.

An Open Betrayal

’ HO “killed” the wages and hours
bill? In the Congressional Record the
discredit goes to the coalition of 83 Republi-
cans and 133 Democrats who voted to send it
back to the House Labor Committee. Off
the record the Liberty League, the National
Association of Manufacturers, and all the
tory forces that are bent on smashing the en-
tire New Deal program were the ones who
cast the votes. But all these forces of reaction
together might not have succeeded in bringing
about this reversal of the clearly expressed
demand of the country if they had not found
powerful allies in the top leadership of the
American Federation of Labor. Green, Frey,
and the other tories of the executive council
of the A. F. of L. swung in at just the right
moment with invaluable aid and comfort to
the enemy. .

The A. of L. leadership has rarely played
so dramatically treacherous a role as in its
opposition to the wages and hours bill. Noth-
ing illustrates so vividly to the rank and file
of organized labor the reasons for the division
in the labor movement. In opposing the bill,

"
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Green said it wasn’t good enough. Nobody
has asserted that the bill was perfect, or in-
deed that it did not contain serious defects.

But the need for a wages and hours bill is -

pressing, not only to relieve the misery of the
underpaid "and sweated workers to whom it
would apply directly, but to cut unemploy-

ment by shortening hours. And as the C. 1. O. -

News points out, “it was urgently important
that at least the principle of federal regula-
tion and some minimum regulation against
sweatshop standards be enacted. Once this
was done, amendments could be made later
to improve inadequate legislation.”

President Roosevelt has indicated that he
has no intention of giving up the fight. A
new bill will be pressed for in the regular
session. Meanwhile labor will carefully file
for future reference the list of those who
blocked the bill, enemies open and secret, in
Congress and out. )

The Red Pants Menace
THINGS, we are extremely glad to

report, have come to a pretty pass in-
deed. There is a rumor current throughout
the advertising agency world that Macy's
and Altman’s are afraid of Santa Claus.
It seems that one of the publicity firms
around town had a brilliant brainstorm last
week and lured most of the Santa Clauses
in New York over to a Brooklyn hotel for
a big free feed, banquet, etc. The idea was

.to get the hostelry in question a little free

newspaper space.

The several Mr. Clauses came in their
white beards and red pants and were re-
ported to have had no end of fun. But
when Gimbel’s veteran Santa (twenty years
in the big time) called the roll, Altman’s
jolly old St. Nick and Macy’s merry rein-
deer chauffeur were conspicuously absent.

And the story goes, dear readers, that
when Macy’s and Altman’s were asked to
ship their Santas over to Brooklyn, they
gave a collective shudder and replied in this
wise: “What, let our Santas meet Santas
from other stores? Never! They'd probably
organize a union.”

Take off those whiskers, Santa Claus, and
get rid of that bomb in your pack, we know
you, Mr. John (old St. Nick) Lewis!

Second Artists’ Congress

HEN the first American Artists”

Congress was held a little less than
two years ago, it was easily accommodated
in the comparatively small quarters of New
York City’s Town Hall. The second Con-
gress, which met last week, required Car-
negie Hall for its public session. This is
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but one of the indications of the increased
general importance of the congress.
Another is the fact that messages from
preéminent world contemporaries such as
Picasso and Thomas Mann now support
those militants who, at first few in number
and much less well known, initially sum-
moned the art world to the fight against
war and fascism. Significant, too, is the
greater interest of public officials. Mayor
LaGuardia sent a telegram, though he didn’t
speak. Congressman Coffee, sponsor of the
Fine Arts Bill in the House of Representa-
tives, conveyed his greetings. The scope of
the congress has thus become both national
and international; it is a political force.
Add to this representation from the
painters (Max Weber and George Biddle) ;
the Artists Union and labor in general
(Philip Evergood) ; the foreign-born paint-
ers (Yasuo Kuniyoshi) ; the Chinese people
(Chen I-wan) ; the dancers (Martha Gra-
ham), and a spokesman for artists through-
out the country today (Rockwell Kent), and
it will be seen that a real people’s front in
art has been established since the first ses-
sions in February 1936. Those 'in New
York City who could not attend will have
the opportunity to see the significance of
this extension for themselves by a visit to

"
Max Weber, Na-
tional Chairman of
the Artists’ Congress
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Holger Cahill, National Director of the
Federal Arts Projects

the exhibition of the congress, which will
remain at 550 Fifth Avenue until the end
of the year.

Aftermath of the Massacre

EST the memory of the Memorial Day
massacre grow dim in the minds of
American workers, a Chicago court has just
concentrated attention on it again. In that
ghastly slaughter of unarmed workers, the
police killed ten workers and wounded many
more.

This was one case of mass murder that
could not be hushed up or lied away. It was
an unprovoked and deliberate massacre in
which police fired at point-blank range into
defenseless men and women, and ran amok
with clubs after their victims were writhing
on the ground. Witnesses bore testimony to
the facts, and in this case the absolutely im-
peachable testimony of the camera was avail-
able. The LaFollette Civil Liberties Com-
mittee viewed the newsreel and issued a
scorching report laying the murders squarely
at the door of the Chicago police. The pub-
lic, seeing the newsreel in movie houses after-
ward, joined in the verdict. Local authorities
in Chicago whitewashed the police. Not one
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of the murderers was punished or even
brought to trial.

But this does not mean that the forces of
law and order in Chicago were idle. Sixty-
one workers who were in that crowd on
Memorial Day were prosecuted for conspir-
acy, and when that charge couldn’t be made
to stick, they were accused of ‘“unlawful as-
sembly.” And now the learned judge has
wound up the Memorial Day massacre by
finding that it was the sixty-one workers who
somehow escaped being murdered who were
guilty, and imposing fines on them. He de-
clared the massacre “regrettable” and dropped:
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a few pious words to the effect that “capital
should further more amicable relations with
labor.” He had no word of condemnation
for the police. Perhaps Judge Graber doesn’t
go to the movies, and so missed the Memorial
Day massacre newsreel. But millions of
American workers have seen it, and remem-
ber it, and reading that the victims of the
murderous attack which they have witnessed
are the ones who have now been adjudged
guilty, will draw their own conclusions about
capitalist justice.

That Annual Wage

RESIDENT ROOSEVELT has proposed that

building trades labor take a reduction
of hourly wages in favor of an annual wage.
The basis of his reasoning is plausible but
dangerous. He assumes that we are dealing
with a seasonal industry, adds the total
hours of actual employment per year, sums
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up the actual average wages earned by
building workers over a considerable period,
correlates these actual wages with the cost
of living, and then comes to the decision
that a real wage on an annual basis, equal
to or more than the former average, is a
boon to labor. It would reduce per unit
cost of production and thus, presumably, en-
courage building construction.

Now look at the same proposal from the
viewpoint of labor. The annual-wage plan
says in effect: instead of employing labor
for 1000 hours at a cost of $1500, employ
labor for 2000 hours at no more than the
same $1500. The hourly increase may vary,
but the principle is cléar from this example.
Inevitably, labor would soon be doing con-
siderably more work for the same pay or
less, probably much less.

This reduction of the hourly basis for
wages in the building industty would tend
to ruin the bargaining power of labor in
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every other field. The steel worker, to name
but one, would be forced to “reduce raw
material costs” by also working on an an-
nual wage basis. Indeed, wage-reductions
would become a threat and soon a reality in
all seasonal industries. From the industrial
viewpoint, too, it would penalize the all-
year industries in favor of the seasonal ones.
Wage reductions among the latter would
tend to drag down everything else.

Hague in Trouble
TIME was when Mayor Frank Hague

of Jersey City smashed unions and ran
his bailiwick with a high hand without en-
countering any serious opposition. He saw no
reason why he couldn’t use the same methods
to halt the C.I.O. True, the declaration of
war against the C.I.O. by his good Repub-
lican friend Governor Hoffman—soon to be
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ex-governor—hadn’t prevented the C.1.O
from steadily recruiting workers. But Boss
Hague wasn’t worried. He would show the
large corporations how to defend the open
shop. He would prove to them that he could
deliver the necessary police brutality, illegal
arrests, and cancellations of the right to or-
ganize and the rights to speak and assemble
freely.

In the old days, the union-smashing of
Hague and Hoffman brought protests and de-
nunciations of A. F. of L. officials, and little
else. The C.I.O. proved different. Picket
lines appeared, meetings were held, leaflets
were distributed. Hague ordered more arrests.

At least, he proclaimed, Jersey City would
tolerate none of the Moscow-directed Red
hordes of the C.I1.O. “I am the law,” he an-
nounced. “I decided,” he cried, slapping his
chest. “Me. Here.”

The A. F. of L. officials—not the mem-
bership—backed the Jersey City Fiihrer.
Rather no unions, they made clear, than a
successful C.1.O. But Hague’s dictatorship
wasn’t doing so well. The American Civil
Liberties Union refused to accept Hague’s
edicts. The Workers’ Defense League defied
him. Sixteen congressmen protested his scrap-
ping of the Constitution. “Don’t worry,”
Hague wrote them. “Everything is under
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control.” The C.I.O. seiit fiore organizers.

Across the Hudson, Hague saw the shadow -
of the future when Tammany bowed to the
American Labor Party. Jersey unions held a
conference as a preliminary to forming the
A.L.P. in their state. The A. F. of L.’s rank
and file joined the C.1.O. in fighting Hague’s
experiment in fascism.

‘The fight is in its first stages. Hague still
has power and plenty of reactionary support.
Yet his crusade against the Bill of Rights is
not running smoothly. His hysteria has over-
tones of desperation. Hague’s defeat will be
a major victory for trade unions, a major ad-
vance for the people’s front in America.

Franco Gets His O ﬂemive

OR the last few months, the British and

American press have been full of bold
declarations from one or another anonymous
source that the war in Spain was practically
over. Franco was, of course, the winner. It
was just a matter of waiting until spring,
according to some cables, and the insurgent
forces would mop up what little opposition
remained. True, most of these confident pre-
dictions crept into the American press via
London. But the fact remains that a good
many correspondents were actually disposed
to discount in advance Franco’s victory as
they surveyed the international scene.

All these prophecies originated = from
Franco’s Salamanca propaganda-mill which
fed the British tory press just what British
foreign policy required. According to the
most recent issue of the London Week, the
mountain of publicity built up around
Franco’s legendary offensive was mainly in-
tended to deceive foreign, specifically British,
public opinion. ‘The insurgent propagandists
used the same device with equal success in
the weeks immediately preceding their failure
to take Madrid last year. The fascists got
their non-intervention agreement at that time
but they did not take Madrid. This year,
with their promise of a crushing offensive, the
fascists again made it possible for the British
Foreign Office to appoint “agents” in the ter-

ritory occupied by Franco. But they could 4

" not even hold Teruel.

The offensive has come, but it is the loyal-
ist command which is pressing it. This fact,
in itself, shows how the relationship of forces
in this war has already reversed itself since
the siege of Madrid began. Teruel ‘indicates
that what Franco was supposed to be going
to do, the government forces are actually do-
ing. They have made tremendous headway
against a highly fortified and strategic posi-

tion despite extraordinarily difficult condi-
tions.

The Spanish people’s army sprang a sur-
prise attack with perfect precision even though
a blizzard raged on the field of battle. The
loyalist air fleet rose to scatter a concentra-
tion of insurgent troops, hurriedly rallied for
a counter-attack, in the midst of a furious
gale. Troops, fingets numb with cold, en-
circled the city, taking position after posi-
tion according to carefully laid plans.

No longer can there be any doubt that
democratic Spain has a real people’s army,
capable of codrdination and- discipline under
the leadership of a competent general staff.
That the creation of these conditions for vic-
tory had ever been bitterly disputed and even
opposed may appear far away and strange at
this moment. There were the Trotskyites
who, in collaboration with the fascist “fifth
column,” charged betrayal at every point in
the work of reconstructing the army. The
May “putsch” in Barcelona, largely the work
of the Trotskyist-fascist coalition, would have
made Teruel impossible had it succeeded.
There was Caballero and some anarchists
whose personal vanity, rigidity of doctrine,
and impacable hatred for the Communists,
blinded them to the obvious truths which
were being advocated by the Communists.

The building of the people’s army, the
achievement of discipline, and the organiza-
tion of the proper military leadership was a
long process in which the Spanish Commu-
nists occupied a preéminent role, Teruel, like
Madrid, is another monument to them.

The insurgent offensive, about which there
had been so much ballyhoo and so little ac-
tivity, is no longer likely to start before spring
if then. Should Franco decide to hasten his
offensive, his chances of victory will be mate-
rially lessened. - Offensives against prepared

0

positions are difficult at best. If Franco at-
tacks, he must launch his offensive against an
army inspired by victory and at a peak of
operating efficiency. There is some chance,
however, that the Teruel engagement will
precipitate Franco into premature attack if
only because he cannot afford to wait. The
conflicts within his own ranks grow worse,
and his Italo-German backers do not take
kindly to the costs involved in maintaining a
mercenary army that does not show results.

Guadalajara gave the Italians the jitters,
and Teruel will give them another round of
the same, only worse. Now there are no
longer any exposed outposts of loyalist terri-
tory, such as the Asturias and the Basque
country. It is ridiculous to prophesy in any
detail - the future course of individual cam-
paigns and battles. It would be wrong to pre-
dict that there can be no more defeats. But
it is possible to reéxamine the alignment of
forces in the Spanish war. That alignment
now definitely favors the loyalists. A con-
tinuation of this favorable set-up until spring
and beyond means eventual victory, the first
frontal defeat of Hitler and Mussolini on
grounds of their own choosing,

The Salamanca propaganda chiefs have
overreached themselves. Now that the fascist
prophecies have been proved false, it is appro-
priate for the friends of Spanish democracy
to take the offensive. This is a favorable mo-
ment for an invigorated and renewed cam-
paign against non-intervention, which in this
country masks itself as “‘neutrality.” It isalso
time to do more for the American boys in
Spain and the Spanish people generally
through the agencies which exist for that pur-
pose: the North American Committee to Aid
Spanish Democracy, the Friends of the Abra-
ham Lincoln Brigade, and the Medical Bu-
reau to Aid Spanish Democracy.
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Frame-Up in Los Angeles

Los ANGELEs.

ECEMBER 16 was a big day on the
D\ American news front.” That was the

day the cables sizzled with the first
eye-witness stories by the survivors of the
Panay bombing. The story got top billing
throughout the American press. But not in
Los Angeles. There the headlines screamed
across eight columns: POLICE NAB HEAD OF
RED ROBBER GANG and RED “ROBIN HOOD”
STOLE TO FILL COMMUNIST COFFERS. The
subheads declared that a local C.I.O. official
was implicated, and that documents had been
found on the self-confessed burglar which
connected him with the Tom Mooney
Molders’ Defense Committee.

The story went on to say that the police
of Beverly Hills had arrested one Arthur
Scott, alias Kent, and his wife; had found
on him a Communist Party membership book
and a credential letter personally signed by
Tom Mooney; that they had also arrested
Tom Johnson, of the local C.I.O. paper
Industrial Unionist, after obtaining a confes-
sion from Scott which declared that Johnson
had been his accomplice in carrying out a
number of recent burglaries in swank Beverly
Hills and that Johnson, too, was a member
of the Communist Party. Scott said he had
burglarized wealthy homes and, selling the
loot, had turned the proceeds over to the
Communists as a form of “social taxation.”

The afternoon papers carried a scorching
statement from the local C.I.O. office brand-
ing the accusation against Johnson a police
frame-up. The Communist Party and the
Mooney Defense Committee issued similar
statements. But the papers also carried the
news that Scott had led the police to his
cache and that plundered residents of Beverly
Hills had been calling, identifying items in
the swag. The burglary charge was apparently
genuine. What had happened ?

I WENT to the office of the Los Angeles Com-
munist Party. The county committee was in
session on the case and promised a supple-

mentary statement at the general membership

meeting of Los Angeles County that night.
At the local C.I.O. office I was told a bit
more of the story as it affected Johnson. He
had been called on the phone the morning of
December 15 by Scott, whom he had known
three years before in Frisco in connection
with work for the Mooney defense. Scott
said that he was in a jam and needed help,
and he asked Johnson to meet him in Holly-
wood. Johnson insisted that pressure of work
made it necessary for Scott to come down to
Los Angeles. Scott agreed to meet Johnson
in the lobby of the Rosslyn Hotel. Johnson
left to keep the appointment—and disap-
peared. ‘Hours later newspapermen phoned,
saying he was in the Beverly Hills jail and

By Alfred O’Malley

needed a lawyer. A. L. Wirin, noted for his
legal work in civil liberties cases and local
attorney for the C.1.O., went up to Beverly
Hills. Presently Johnson was released on
$2500 bail, and he told me what had hap-
pened.

When Johnson arrived at the Rosslyn Ho-
tel he was accosted by a stranger and .asked
if he was Tom Johnson. When he said yes,
two plainclothesmen grabbed him and took
him to Beverly Hills jail, telling him that he
was being held as an accomplice in a burglary
job. At the jail he was placed in a cell next
to one in which Scott was confined. He asked
Scott what it was all about, and Scott said
that as he left his hotel to meet Johnson, he
had been picked up. Scott further told John-
son that he had made a confession, and that
the police really had something on him. John-
son said all he wanted was that Scott tell the
police the truth—that he, Johnson, had not
seen Scott in three years. Scott said he would
stick to the truth. Presently Scott was taken
from his cell. He returned half an hour later.
Johnson asked him whether he had been
third-degreed and Scott said he had. But
Johnson saw no signs of rough treatment.
Johnson asked Scott whether he had told the
truth and he said he had.

Then the police took Johnson out. They
threatened to beat him up if he didn’t come
clean. Johnson said he wasn’t confessing to a
crime he hadn’t committed. They didn’t beat
him. Instead, they showed Johnson a docu-
ment, signed by Scott, which declared that he
identified Johnson as one of the burglary ac-
complices he had named in his “confession”
of the day before. Johnson told the police he
suspected it was a forgery. The police pro-
duced other apparently authentic papers of
Johnson’s which indicated the signature of
the “identification” was genuine. Scott had
declared Johnson his accomplice in burglary
and had said he was a member of the Com-
munist Party.

THAT NIGHT in Trinity Auditorium Paul
Cline, county organizer of the Communist
Party, read a statement from the county com-
mittee which revealed that five months ago in
Frisco, Scott and his wife had been expelled
from the Communist Party. Scott had been
branded at that time as an “unprincipled ad-
venturer and suspicious element unfit for
membership in the party.” The statement
went on to say that Johnson, in whose inno-
cence the party fully believed, was not and
never had been a member.

Then more information on Scott began to
come to light. Scott, alias Kent (real name,
Arthur Margolis) had been in San Quentin
prison some years ago, serving a term for
burglary. There he came into contact with

Tom Mooney, who is famous for his mission-
ary work among his fellow prisoners. Mar-
golis-Scott-Kent apparently became converted
to the cause, and when he left prison he car-
ried Mooney’s endorsement. He became ac-
tive in the Mooney committee and was privy
to its inmost workings. He joined the Com-
munist Party. Then strange things began to
happen, things which made the party’s term
“unprincipled adventurer” a very mild state-
ment of the reasons for his expulsion. But in
the interim he had been to Hollywood on
business for the Mooney committee. He had
been received into the homes of liberal screen
writers and actors. He knew enough so that
if burglary was his program he would pick
Beverly Hills, the Gold Coast of the film
colony.

But what about Johnson? Why had Scott
picked on him? Johnson told me: “I subse-
quently learned that Kent had phoned me at
the insistence of and in the presence of police
from the Beverly Hills jail after consultation
with Captain Hynes of the Los Angeles
police department.” In other words, Scott’s
story about having been picked up by cops as
he started out to meet Johnson was a delib-
erate lie. He had simply baited a police trap.

AT THE PRELIMINARY HEARING several in-
teresting things develop. First, Scott’s attor-
ney makes no attempt to bail him out. (Is he
afraid he will be interviewed?) Second,
charges against Mrs. Scott are dismissed; on
the ground, in the district attorney’s words,
that “she and her husband have been codper-
ating 100 percent with the police” and that
she knew nothing of the robberies anyway.
Most interesting of all, however, is Scott’s
attorney. This self-confessed ‘‘Communist”
has for his attorney a man who has become
distinguished on the Pacific Coast for Red-
baiting. None other than Mr. Aaron Sapiro.

Here, then, is the line-up of forces: in
this corner, the police, the cobperative crim-
inal, and the codperative criminal’s attorney,
a spokesman for reactionary trade-union
officials eager to raise a Red scare; in the
other corner the liberals, the militant trade
unionists, and the Communist Party. “Red”
Hynes and the open-shop chamber of com-
merce he represents have joined fascists the
world over in making it plain as a pikestaff
that attacking the people’s front is on the
immediate order of business. The strategy
behind this frame-up is undoubtedly to paint
the C.I.O. and the Mooney committee Red;
and to attack them both, plus the Communist
Party, by linking them with common’ crim-
inality. But the odor of fish is too strong,
and will nauseate the whole community as
Johnson’s defense really goes to work to ex-
pose this conspiracy.
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Mr. and Mrs. Sinclair Lewis at Home

MR. AND MRs. SINCLAIR LEWIs are having
breakfast in their little cottage. As they talk
Mrs. Lewis hurries back and forth from the
kitchen where she is frying the eggs. The
sunlight is coming in through the windows
and there is the sound of hens cackling in the
back yard. Mr. Lewis is reading the morning
paper between bites.

¢ H, Dottie, listen!” cries Mr. Lewis.
“Listen what it says here about you.”

“About me?” says Mrs. Lewis, stopping in
the doorway.

“Somebody suggesting that you’d make a
good candidate for President. President of
the United States. The United States of
America.”

“Somebody who?”’ asks Mrs. Lewis.

“Just somebody,” says Mr. Lewis, not pay-
ing much attention.

“Oh,” says Mrs. Lewis and begins to leave.

“Why, you’d made a great President,” cries
Mr. Lewis elatedly. “Mrs. Sinclair Lewis,
President of the United States.” He pauses
and begins to reflect. “It wouldn’t be Mrs.
Lewis, though. It'd be Miss Dorothy Thomp-
son.” :

He calls through the door.

“You ever think of that, Dottie? It wouldn’t
be Mrs. Lewis at all, would it?”

Mirs. Lewis returns with more toast.

“You just get through here and down to
that work of yours. You know who the great
man is in this family.”

“Oh, pshaw,” says Mr. Lewis modestly.

“Didn’t you get the Nobel prize?”

“Sure.”

““Didn’t you turn down the Pulitzer prize?”

“Yeh, I did that.”

“Didn’t you stand in that pulpit in Kansas
City and dare God to strike you dead ?”

“He didn’t strike me, did he!” demands
Mr. Lewis aggressively.

“Of course, he didn't,” says Mrs. Lewis.
“He knew how much this country needs you.”

Mr. Lewis looks at her coyly out of the cor-
ner of his eye.

“They never suggested me for President,”
he reminds her.

“What do you care who writes the nation’s
laws if you can write the nation’s novels?”
quotes Mrs. Lewis.

“That’s right, I guess,” says Mr. Lewis,
mollified, and gives himself over thoughtfully
to munching on a piece of toast.

Mrs. Lewis goes back to the kitchen and
addresses him from that point.

“Oh, Red,” she calls. “I forgot to tell vou.
I'll be a little late getting home tonight.”

“Yeh?” says Mr. Lewis suspiciously.

“I’'m making a speech before the Manufac-
turers’ Association. A big banquet.”

"Mr. Lewis sits sulking, saying nothing. Mrs.
Lewis returns from the kitchen.

“Now, if you’re going to get angry about
that again . . .” she begins.

“I'm not angry,” says Mr. Lewis. “I’'m sore.
How do you think I like it sitting around here
every night while you’re out speech-making for
a bunch of Babbitts?”’

“Now, Red, you know what I think about
that. We’ve discussed it before. ‘At a time like
this when everything is at odds and ends, it’s a
person’s duty to do what he can.”

“It’s damn funny they never ask me to
speak,” says Mr. Lewis. He sees her about to
answer and hurriedly beats her to it. “Yeh, I
know, who cares who writes the nation’s laws.
. .. To hell with that. But they don’t ask me
to speak.” His voice rises. “They didn’t even
ask me to speak at the Union League Club.”

“Maybe they didn’t know you wanted to
speak,” she suggests.

“How’d they know I didn’t want to speak
unless they asked me!”

“Now, Red, really. . . . If you're going to
feel hurt about a little thing like that. . ..”

“Hurt . . . me hurt! I suppose you've for-
gotten that I spoke before the king of Sweden
... and a whole lot of the cabinet members . ..
dukes and things like that....”

“Yes, yes, I know,” says Mrs. Lewis
wearily, “I’ve heard about that. But what do
you care about those little things? You're a
writer. You're an important writer. I think
this new job you have with News-Week is go-
ing to be fine for you. It'll probably work into
something pretty big.”

“Thanks.”

“Oh, I know. . .. You think it’s just a
hack job, but it'll give you a chance to get in
with the right people and you can do a lot of
good with it.” .

“The right people?”’ asks Mr. Lewis.

“You know what I mean . . . the people
who do things in America, the people who
run this country.”

“The people who belong to the Harvard
Club, for instance?” says Mr. Lewis.

“Yes,” says Mrs. Lewis deflantly. “The
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people who belong to the Harvard Club. And
I’ll tell you one thing, Red. . . . You're never
going to reach those people with the sort of
thing you did in those first News-/# eek pieces.
They were too obvious.”

“Now you're telling me how to be a writer.”

“Well, I've had a great deal of experience
lately. After all my column is syndicated. . ..”

“In forty papers. I've heard that, too.”

“You can be funny if you want to, but I
know that you can’t influence the people you
want to influence if you do it as you’ve tried in
News-Week. You have to be more subtle.
[t’s all right to be mad at something but you
mustn’t just come right out and say you're mad
at it.”

“If you're in favor of the Babbitts, the way
to do it is come out and attack labor, but al-
ways as labor’s best friend. . .. Is that it?”

“Oh, you’d twist it around.”

“But is that it? And when you want to
show the common people you love them, you
do it before the Manufacturers’ Association?”
cries Mr. Lewis.

“You needn’t get so uppity about it. You
don’t love them any more than I do. If you
really want to know
whom you love, you
love Mr. George
Babbitt. . . . And
possibly the king of
Sweden.”

“No, my dear,”
says Mr. Lewis,
with the guile of a
diplomat. “I love
you, Miss Dorothy
Thompson, next
President of the
United States of America, and darling of the
Union League and the Harvard and the
Manufacturers’.”

Mrs, Lewis is hurt,

“If you’re going to act that way about it,”
she says, “‘I won’t do it.”

“Do what?”’

“T’ll give it up.”

“Give what up?”’

“I won’t be President of the United States,”
says Mrs. Lewis.

Mr. Lewis leaps eight feet in the air and
hurls his napkin on the floor.

“Well, that’s very decent of you. ... That’s
very damned decent and sporting, I must say.
Just to make me feel better, you won’t be
President of the United States after all!”

“Now, Red, really. .. .”

“Do you mean to say you've been taken in
by that damned nonsense!” '

Mirs. Lewis is very obviously wounded at
this.

“I guess I have as much right as anybody
else,” she says, in a small hurt voice. “It’s a
free country. If they wanted to ask you, they
could do it just as well.”

“Let me tell you something, my fine feath-
ered friend!” yells Mr. Lewis. “I'm a writer.
I'm an artist. I don’t care who makes the na-
tion’s. . . . Oh, SHUT UP!”

RoBERT FORSYTHE.

Ruth Gikow



Ruth Gikow



DECEMBER 28, 1987

17

Hitler and German Capitalism

HERE has been a good deal of con-

I troversy over the relations between the

Hitler government and German capital-
ism in respect to the “socialist” claims of
National Socialism. Some have gone so far
as to assert that fascism fetters capitalism to
such an extent that “free” capitalism no longer
exists. . On this basis, communism and fascism
are sometimes considered identical in their
“collectivization” of capital.

The proponents of this view have con-
tented themselves with merely putting forth
the theory without actual reference to the fact.
Yet it, is easy to establish the truth or falsity
of their argument. Whether Hitler is a friend
or enemy of monopoly capitalism may be veri-
fied by simply referring to the record.

In the years before 1933, when every Nazi
agitator still shouted against usury and usuri-
ous capital, when Point 13 of the Nazi pro-
gram, which demands nationalization of big
trusts, was expounded at meetings of unem-
ployed and underpaid workers, storekeepers
and debt-ridden farmers, the German govern-
ment became a partner in quite a number of
German banks and industrial concerns. To
stave off the complete collapse of German eco-
nomic life, the government—‘‘of the Marxist
era,” as the Nazis call it—acquired majority
stock in the Hamburg-South American Steam-
ship Lines, the Gelsenkirchen Bergwerksverein
(a subsidiary of the United Steel Works), the
Commerz & Privat Bank, and the Dresd-
ner Bank. It furthermore purchased a con-
siderable block of Deutsche Bank stock.

When he took over the government in
March 1933, Hitler automatically became a
partner in those firms. His government held
70 percent of the Gelsenkirchen Bergwerks-
verein 140-million-mark stock; 70 percent of
the Commerz & Privat Bank 8o-million-
mark-stock ; 88 percent of the Dresdner Bank
150-million-mark stock; and 38 percent of the
Deutsche Bank 130-million-mark-stock.
~ Here was a golden opportunity. Two of
the nation’s biggest banks and a good part of
the steel trust were already controlled by the
government. Hitler could have begun, at once,
to redeem his campaign pledges, could have
carried out Point 13 of his program. How-

~ever, he did nothing at that time. The Nazis
have now enjoyed almost five years of com-
plete rule, and one is justified in asking what
steps were taken to nationalize the trusts and
break the power of the big banks?

Did Hitler dismember the huge trusts? Let
us take the United Steel Works as an example.
When Hitler entered into partnership with
Fritz Thyssen, the chairman of United
Steel, this concern, besides determining the
policy of the Gelsenkirchen Bergwerksverein,
was tied up with a number of other similar

By Paul A. Kaufmann

mining and smelting enterprises. After the
Nazi revolution Thyssen set out to build a
still mightier steel trust. Though Hitler was
an important partner, Thyssen must not have
consulted him in matters of trust building. At
a stockholders’ meeting in November 1933 it
was decided to take the old United Steel
Works, the Phoenix Corp. for Mining &
Smelting, the United Steel Works Van der
Zypen, and the Wissener Iron Mills, into the
fold of the Gelsenkirchen Mining Corp. The
capital of the latter was increased to 644 mil-
lion marks, and the name was changed to
United Steel Works. The Reich’s share in
this new combination was 15.5 percent, a con-
siderable drop from the previous 70 percent.

The steel trust was on the march. In spring
of 1934 the new United Steel Works gobbled
up five additional iron and steel mills in the
Ruhr district to become the unchallenged mas-
ter of German heavy industry. As the steel
trust grew bigger, the government’s interest
became less important.

Thanks to Hitler’s rearmament program,
United Steel was resuming handsome dividend
payments. In 1936 Thyssen and one hundred
and thirty-three stockholders of the steel trust
decided to buy back from the Reich, at par,
that hundred-million-mark bloc of Gelsen-
kirchen stock. While the Nazi government
obligingly gave up its share in the nation’s
second biggest concern, other interests, at the
same time, increased their holdings of United
Steel common. Early in 1936 the German
press reported that Rheinstahl had purchased
another ten-million-marks’ worth of United
Steel common, making its holdings total
seventy million marks, or 15 percent of United
Steel capital stock. Since Rheinstahl happens
to be the mining subsidiary of the powerful
I. G. Dye Trust, this transaction did not in-
dicate a dissolution of trust combinations.

Next to United Steel and I. G. Dye, the
Friedrich Flick Kommandit Gesellschaft has
profited most by Hitler’s repudiation of his
own program. Until 1933, Friedrich Flick
was little known in Germany. Financial cir-
cles knew him as chairman of the Mittelstahl
Corp., a holding company capitalized at forty-
five million marks. Through Mittelstahl,
Flick held 8o percent of the capital stock of
Maxhiitte, a twenty-six-million-mark iron and
coal concern. In 1934 Flick became chairman
of the Harpen Mining Corp., a sign of his
growing influence in the affairs of this ninety-
million-mark company. At the same time
Mittelstahl had purchased two smaller iron
works in central Germany and had acquired
majority stock of two leading railway equip-
ment shops. Finally, in 1935, Harpen Mining
Corp., with Flick at its helm, reduced its
capital in a way as to give Maxhiitte, meaning

Flick, a clear majority. It was this Flick-
controlled corporation which purchased the
Essener Mining Co. from United Steel, when
the latter needed cash to conclude the hundred-
million-mark deal with the government.

In 1937, Friedrich Flick set up the Flick
Kommandit Gesellschaft, a personal holding-
company, thus completing his trust. He has
become one of the dominant industrialists in
Germany. His concern ranks third in the pro-
duction of raw steel, right behind United Steel
and Krupp. In coal output, too, the Flick
mines take a leading place.

Before they seized the government,. the
Nazis ranked the bankers with Jews and
Bolsheviks. Gottfried Feder, creator of the
Nazi program, in his pamphlet Der deutsche
Staat, is quite outspoken on the subject of
banks. A 1932 edition, published by the official
Eher Co., Munich, states:

Their [the bankers’] one thought is to make a
profit out of interest, commission, or whatever the
banking process of tapping the supply of money
is called.

The government of Feder's prize pupil
holds different opinions now. It did not take
over the banks, although the capital of some
of them was, as we saw, almost completely in
its hands. Instead, every step was taken to
hand back to the bankers those institutions
which public money had saved from utter ruin.

In September 1936 the Reich’s interest in
the Hamburg-South American Steamship Line
was sold to a group of Hamburg bankers. In
October of the same year private banks
bought twenty-two-million-marks’ worth of
Commerz & Privat Bank stock, and today
all of the fifty-six million marks which the
government held in 1933 are back in private
vaults. Similarly, the fifty-million-mark bloc
of Deutsche Bank stock was bought back from
the government. Finally, on October 4, 1937,
the directors of the Dresdner Bank announced
that all of the one hundred and thirty-two mil-
lion marks, which the government had taken
over in 1931 to save the biggest private bank-
ing corporation in Germany, were again in
private possession.

The Nazi regime has proven to be most
solicitous of big business. The resignation of
Hjalmar Schacht, while it probably will lead
to some change of policy, will not effect any
change in principle. National Socialism is
essentially pro-capital. ‘This truth has been
strikingly demonstrated by the unheralded
resignation of Gottfried Feder. Today, Gott-
fried Feder, whom Hitler on February 14,
1926, appointed final judge of all questions
connected with the Nazi program, leads the
obscure life of a petty official in Breslau, while
Thyssen, Krupp, and Flick carry out their
profitable brand of National Socialism.
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The Police Go to School

By Oscar Wagner

Y student days are not over. I am
M now taking a fascinating correspond-
ence course entitled “A Complete
Course in the Use of Tear Gas and the
Thompson Submachine Gun.” Every month
in the magazine, the National Police Officer,
there appears another chapter in this thrilling
drama of how the police preserve law and
order. I am instructed how to break strikes
and crush the Red menace “humanely,” with
tear gas. But I will let you in on the essen-
tials.
LESSON I

The problem is placed before us, squarely
and solemnly.

Radical and communistic propaganda of the pres-
ent time has created many new problems for author-
ities responsible for peace, one of the most important
of which is civil unrest. . . . If violence breaks out
and gunfire has to be resorted to, a situation is
created out of all proportion to the original dis-
turbance, with an aftermath which may be his-
torical. The funeral of the victim of a riot is fre-
quently a more serious problem than the original
cause of the riot.

And so, since people might become too aroused
over police killings, the search began for a “hu-
mane method of maintaining order.” Tear gas
was discovered and became a popular police
weapon because it did not kill but served
merely “to disorganize the mob, breaking up
the hypnotic influence of the mob leadership.”
The urgent need is stressed for a gas weapon
which can disperse rioters and at the same
time keep police “out of range and bombard-
ment of these vicious missiles.” The long-
range, gas riot-gun was perfected. A descrip-
tion of the various gas guns manufactured by
Federal Laboratories, Inc., Pittsburgh, Pa.,
completes the lesson.

We have thus learned that pickets, strikers,
and agitators cause civil unrest and must be

quelled.

LESSON II

In this chapter we are taught how to “Con-
trol Riots and Dangerous Criminals” and
again are told of the great advantage of gas
over gunfire. Killing creates martyrs and pro-
longs disturbances but tear gas makes most
uninspiring “a leader who is weeping and un-
able to see.” The objective is to restore the
individual to his rational thinking because

Rioters are usually peaceful citizens who have be-
come excited under leadership and led into acts of
violence. Frequently many members of a mob com-
prise some of the town’s best citizens.

At this point I tried to recall when some of
these best citizens were dispersed by tear gas
while taking part in a lynching but the police
never seem to be around when the lynching

occurs. There is a final warning to the police
officer that

leaders should not be clubbed or shot in the pres-
ence of their followers. To do so makes a martyr
of them and further increases the frenzy of the
crowd.

The lesson ends with a discussion of hand
grenades, ®rial gas grenades (the newest de-
velopment), and smoke candles.

LESSON IIIX

This lesson is really illuminating. Exam-
ples of typical riots and methods of quelling
them are considered in detail.

Example 1. In 1934, rioting broke out in a promi-
nent sea-coast city. It started with the longshore-
men’s walkout, but soon was beyond their control,
ending in an unsuccessful attempt by communists to
overthrow the city government. ... There was much
talk of sacking stores, but the police were on the
job continuously and prevented this being done.

The effective manner in which the police
used gas to break the strike is then discussed
and the final comment is that:

It was said by the rioting leaders that if it had
not been for the tear gas, they could have accom-
plished their objective by mass action.

By their objective is meant, I suppose, the
taking over of the city government by the
communists.

Example 2 is an analysis of the methods
used in quelling a revolution in a Latin-
American country and how efficient and
“humane” the use of tear gas was.

Example 3 shows what a snap it is to break
a strike given the proper equipment—gas, of
course.

Example 4 warns of the need for a sufficient
gas supply.

During 1934, civil disturbances broke out in an
important textile manufacturing center. The police
were confronted with large numbers of rioters, ap-
parently imported from other sections.

But alas! ‘There wasn’t enough gas on hand
to disperse all the strikers so that one group
of them looted the main-street stores and
damaged property until more gas was ob-
tained. Therefore the warning that “this ex-
ample depicts the necessity of having an ade-
quate supply of gas.”

This lesson also urges us to learn certain
points of law which will help us in our work.

A little knowledge of law has enabled some police
departments to overcome this handicap to a con-
siderable degree. Charges of disorderly conduct or
disturing the peace are only misdemeanors and carry
a small bail. When these same leaders are charged
with felonious assault on an officer of the law, in
most sections classified as a criminal action carrying
high bail, release is more difficult to secure. Thus
the offender may often be held until the excitement
is over and order restored.

No matter the offense or the charge, the im-
portant thing is to hold him. It was during
this same textile strike that not only leaders.
but hundreds of strikers were herded into
specially constructed bull-pens by the order of
the governor of Georgia, where they were im-
prisoned until the strike was over. This meaty
lesson winds up with a series of plans and for-
mations useful in the handling of civil dis-
turbances.
LESSON IV

We are assured in this chapter that the
tear gas produced by the Federal Laboratories,
Inc., of 185 41st Street, Pittsburgh, Pa., is an
“effective chemical method of handling civil
disturbances.” Tear gas, sickening gas, and a
mixture of the two are then discussed. When
there are “extremely stubborn civil disturb-
ances,” mixtures of the tear and sickening
gases are urged. The relative merits of these
are then given as follows:

Tear gas (CN). Causes lachrymation, skin itch-
ing, and throat irritation; breaks the mob spirit and
restores the individual to his rational senses; effects
last from five to twenty minutes after entering clear
air.

Tear gas (CN) and sickening gas (DM). Causes
sneezing and vomiting; breaks the mob spirit by
removing all ability to resist; effects last from
twenty minutes to three hours.

Sickening gas (DM). Causes sneezing, vomiting,
and violent headaches; makes the victim helpless;
effects last from one to twelve hours.

The list also includes first-aid treatment for
each type of gas.

I have not yet received the last three les-
sons which will be concerned mainly with tac-
tics and equipment. Lesson VII, however,
promises to be more interesting because it will
be a discussion of the Thompson Submachine
Gun, its place in law-enforcement work, and
its use in the suppression of riots.
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F Long Distance Gambling

To THE NEw MASSES:

N interesting sideline on the opposition to
: Roosevelt is the charge that by Stock Exchange
restrictions the market for securities has dried up.
According to this theory the requirement of high
margins causes a shortage of buyers, hence when
stocks are on offer, there is no public willing to rush
in and buy bargains by putting up a shoestring
deposit.

The same big boys who retail this theory have
conducted the greater part of their Stock Exchange
‘business in London and Amsterdam. It is notorious
that the option market in American shares in London
is far greater than in New York, but the less well
known fact is that British banks have been lending
stupendous amounts on American shares, lending
from 80 percent to 90 percent of their value. In
other words, the speculator had to put up, say, 55
percent in New York (now about 40 percent)
whereas in London, he not only could get away with
10 percent, but he had a two or three week settle-
ment in which to make good any differences against
him. In New York when the market went against
the small speculator he became a restricted ac-
count; in London he was free to pyramid until he
was in the most dangerous position conceivable.

The crash in the British and South African mar-
kets, the bursting of the commodities bubble carry-
ing with it the cheap speculators in Europe, forced
them to unload for cash. Hence they rushed to sell
Yankee securities, and, as the margins in London
were thin, the offers crashed through the thin pro-
tection and we had an old-fashioned speculative
panicc. The New York crowd, operating more
heavily in London than in New York, sold there
first, in such quantities that values were destroyed
and soon they had to sell, necessarily in America
to raise cash. This break, like all others, has come
from overextended small-margin speculation. In
order to cover their tax-evasion tracks, the spurious
cry of high margins is raised here by a crowd that
has used London as a speculative center.

If Secretary Hull is anxious to preserve the finan-
cial stability of the system for a few years, it would
be far more important for him to arrange a finan-
cial treaty with London  along the lines of that
arranged with Canada. The Canadian government
is to enter into reciprocal moves against tax eva-
sion and open the books of their banks to our Treas-
ury investigators. The Canadian banks have co-
operated with the Roosevelt administration by refus-
ing to lend freely on American stocks in London.
If Hull can codrdinate the Stock Exchange activities
of London and New York, the Roosevelt policy of
high margins and regulation will become effective at
last and the permanent impoverishment of the mid-
dle class by the stock market be reduced to a mini-
mum.

STEPHEN BLAKE.

New York City.

Lippmann as Social Lion

To THE NEw MASSES:

R. CorLISS LAMONT’s letter irt reply to me shows,

I think, that it will be the philosopher and not
the reporter who will one day ‘write that oration
which will go down through the school books as “The
Reply to Lippmann.” I say this because Mr. La-
mont’s stricture on Walter turned Esquire contains
a shrewd point, which reveals unusual sophistication

for 4 philosopher. It is the Long Island society busi-
ness that I mean. And it is news. Time magazine,
whose charming rascality, knavery, and vulgarity
make .it, I think, a leading radical organ today, did
publish a photograph of Lippmann on a horse in the
occupation of refereeing a polo game on Long Island
“for some friends.” It is true that Walter’s legs are
“good,” and not at all like his round, spectacled,
rosy, youthful face, which is not as belligerent and
dashing as the angular mug that horsemen fancy.
And he is a natural referee, a born judge. But his
brain does look queer on a Spanish-cursing Argen-
tine polo nag.

I maintain that the Americano is the world’s and
history’s most natural-born snob. And I say, further,
that I am more of an authority than anybody, be-
cause I was born in South Dakota, brought up on
the Panama Canal, educated at Harvard College,
and stewed in practical life in Paris in the high-low
trade of foreign correspondent. I have seen them
all, and Lippmann is by no means one of the best.
Yankee bankers love lords, Babbitt manufacturers
adore the Legion of Honor, our pacific and lay mili-
tary worship field marshals of the real tough stuff,
and our fox hunters swoon at the sight of arch-

" duchesses. The professors are terrible, worse than

the women. The only Atlantides I saw during twenty
years over there who were not snobs were Negro
prizefighters, white jockeys, dentists, and bartenders.

Since my return to reporting in Wall Street I have
interviewed several thousand polo players who rode
along as an avocation the profession of investment
banking. These gentlemen have vocabularies of eight
hundred words, three hundred of which have to do
with harness and popular veterinary science. Their
women folk speak four hundred units, two of which
are professional restaurant terms connected with the
food and liquor business. Now Lippmann is just the
lion to amaze these insular folk. I recall that in
another recent news story about him a direct if
inelegant opponent stated in a sworn deposition
that he was a “veteran of invective and sarcasm,
whose vocabulary, practically unlimited. . . .” and
so on. What would Old Westbury and Sands Point
not give to be in the presence of a vocabulary,
practically unlimited? It would be better than hav-
ing Houdini back.

I am for censorship, but of one book only. It is

~a thoroughly criminal enterprise, and I invite them

to go after me for libel. It is the Social Register.
Crimes are committed to break into it. It ruins
homes and despoils virtue and wrecks lives. It is
much worse than that Legion that is not Honor. Yet
it can be got into for twenty dollars, plus a little
wit for the oblique. The eminent—and also radical
—New Yorker has proved that it contains the name
of a dog. But that is not all, for the fact-finding of
the New Yorker, excellent as it is, is not perfect.
Practical jokers have succeeded in making it with
the names of one nanny goat, three colored persons,
eight eminences long since dead, a convict in resi-
dence at suburban Sing Sing, and eleven creatures
who never existed at all, and whose names, to the

Ralph Martin
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~ Revised Anthem
Ruleé, Britannia!
Peace proclaim and veil -thy sly ad~
Herence to the fascist triad.
Complicate a simple riddle;
Play both ends against the middle,
Temporize. Let statesmen drool.
Multiply thy profits. Rule,
Britannia!

Rule, Britannia!

Rule but fear thine own ambition
Fear the future. Fear transition.
Fear the strength of labor’s masses
Welded to the middle classes.
Tory guile will never fool

A people’s front aroused to rule
Britannia!

Brookline, Mass. JosepH MILLER.

learned in tongues, indicate punning on comical if
not improper thoughts. It should be destroyed, for
it is the roster of the agency which is undermining
radical youth with dinner invitations.

New York City. HARRISON REEVES.

Appeal from Harlan

To THE NEw MASSES:
E, the undersigned Harlan miners, who are
erving life imprisonment after the framed-up

trials growing out of the “Battle of Evarts” May 5,

1931, send you our greetings and wish you and your

families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy

New Year.

We have been imprisoned over six and one-half

.years. This will make our seventh Christmas behind

prison bars. And while these have been long dark
years we are still 100 percent union men, and we
will always be union men no matter how many
years we are kept here. The Kentucky Miners’ De-
fense—our committee—explains about our cases in
leaflets and pamphlets. From these you can get the
full facts.

We are imprisoned because we dared to organize
a union, because we went out on strike, and be-
cause we dared to picket even though the murderous
Harlan gunmen tried to shoot our pickets down. The
rights to organize, and strike, and picket, are dear
to the heart of every worker. These are rights
every worker should protect. And therefore we are
asking all workers to give their support to win
freedom for us.

Last December 24, at the pardon hearing, Gov-
ernor Chandler told our people to “bolster up the
record.” This has been done aplenty. New evi-
dence has been discovered in our cases, and in Al
Benson’s case the Kentucky Miners’ Defense has the
sworn confession of the man who made, the frame-
up. We want another pardon hearing this Decem-
ber. If we get another hearing and the workers back
us up we can be free this Christmas.

Serving life for being loyal to working-class prin-
ciples is not hard if the folks outside keep up the
fight for freedom. So don’t you wait for the other
fellow or the other union to do something; just
everybody do something and we will win. Here’s
how to help:

(1) Send a resolution or a letter to Governor
Chandler asking him to grant full and un-
conditional pardons.

(2) Contribute to our committee, the Kentucky
Miners’ Defense, 75 Fifth Avenue, New
York, N. Y., to help in this fight for justice
and freedom.

With Christmas greetings to all, we remain,

Fraternally yours,
CHESTER L. Poorg, JiMm RevNorLps, W. B.
JonEs, AL BENSON.

Kentucky State Reformatory,

La Grange, Kentucky.

P.S. Send copies of your resolutions to the Ken-
tucky Miners’ Defense.
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Howard 10 Pay Plan s w = s
(4 }Qeady to Serve fvety Man

Once you apply (and you have a basis for credit) you may buy Howard
Clothes the easy ten pay way. You wear the Howard garment you select
and pay for it in weekly or twice monthly installments. While there is
a dollar charge for this time payment service, you must remember that
you pay the one and only Howard cash price for the clothes you buy.
Many up and coming business men find it good business to buy their
clothes on this dignified plan. It will pay you to come in and open an
account today!

(ne Price Only and Only One Price

HOWARD SUITS
Topcoats, Overcoats

Tuxedos and...
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NO CHARGE for ALTERATIONS

Howard Clothes are made by
Skilled UNION Tailors!

. right in the Howard giant daylight tailor plants. Here skill of the
hand of the master craftsman supplements the accuracy of modern
machines . . . to maintain the high Howard standard of precision work-
manship ... to assure quality . .. to give Howard customers the greatest
clothes value that money can buy.

FOR /
GENTLEMEN
OF GOOD
TASTE
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Huxle’y’s Means
Infect His Ends

Enps AND MEANS, by Aldous Huxley. Har-
per & Bros. $3.50.

HE pragmatic contention that means in-

fect their ends, that bad means exclude
good ends, and that consequently, violent or
undemocratic means can never result in peace
and democracy, is a fallacy dear to the hearts
of liberals and pacifists who desire to escape,
with a good conscience and a clean heart, from
the commitments and personal hazards of the
progressive movement. All they have to do to
justify their desertion of trade unions or col-
lective security, of Spain or the Soviet Union,
is to point to the use of force and violence,
and to augur darkly that only hatred and
further violence can result. Hegel long ago
saw that progress can be realized only by de-

stroying something “holy,” and history, to say

nothing of Marxist theory, has made it abun-
dantly clear that somebody has to be disap-
pointed, to say the least. Bentham, realizing
that his progressive ideal of a more equal distri-
bution of land threatened the great proprietors,
evolved an ingenious theory to the effect that
the. pain of disappointing the sacred expecta-
tions of the few men who owned the most of
England would amount almost to infinity and
far overbalance the pleasure of the greatest
numbers of petty owners.

But Mr. Huxley hasn’t got this far. He
still thinks that progress, and the progress in
charity is the only kind he admits, can be
achieved only by peaceful understanding and
reconciliation. In the present book he attempts
to solve on this basis practically all the prob-
lems of the modern world. His failure is so
striking that the book will probably be remem-
bered as a classic refutation of the very pacifist
solutions it recommends.

One of his main contentions, for example,
is that the cause of war is war., Since means
infect their ends, “war and violence are the
prime cause of war and violence.” From this
it follows, of course, that the only way to pre-
vent wars in the future is not to have had
any in the past. This is typical of Mr. Hux-
ley’s solutions. The argument, of course, is
a very brazen fallacy well-known in logical
circles. It consists in inferring that since one
war precedes another, the first must be the
cause of the second. It is like arguing that
since starvation occurs periodically in China,
starvation is the cause of starvation. But Mr.
Huxley, it must be admitted, has the courage
of his credulity. “A country,. he says, “where,
as in Spain, there is a tradition of civil strife,
is far more liable to civil strife than one in
which there exists a long habit of peaceful co-
operation.’

Thus agrarian problems, the 1936 election,

and the fascist aggression were merely inci-
dental to the present war in Spain, and Mr.
Huxley does not discuss them. The “prime
cause,” as he can easily deduce from his theory
of ends and means, is war and violence in the
past. Spain, having started off with violence,
is doomed by Mr. Huxley’s magic formula
to violence now and hereafter. Moreover:
“‘“The defense of democracy against fascism’
entails inevitably the transformation of democ-
racy into fascism.” Does Mr. Huxley mean
that the only way for the Spaniards to avoid
fascism is to surrender to the fascists or does
he mean that the fascists can be conquered with
kindness? The only real progress, he says, is
progress in charity, and a charitable order can
never be attained by uncharitable means. This
may be what he means, but I think it is more
likely he is voicing the fashionable skepticism
current in certain British circles to the effect
that fascism is invincible, at least if one tries
with any vigor to resist it.

In search far and wide for illustrations of
his theory that means infect their ends Mr.
Huxley comes to a stop before a sentence of
Laski’s in Communism, which reads: “It is
patent that without the iron dictatorship of the
Jacobins, the republic would have been de-
stroyed.”

Mr. Huxley takes exception. “A fine sen-
timent!” he says. Was not the iron dictator-
ship of the Jacobins the prime cause of the

v

destruction of the republic and of the Napo-
leonic wars as well? The answer, which of
course cannot be argued here, is decisively na.
Had Mr. Huxley consulted Mathiez or any
of the best recent authorities on the French
revolution, he would not have allowed him-
self such simplicities. As he proceeds to con-
sider the Soviet Union, the same wildcat
scholarship is apparent. Slogans like “Russia
is a dictatorship” and “Russia has the largest
army in the world” are zealously embraced
without specification or perspective. The great
mistake of the Russian government, we learn,
was to force through socialization to which
the people were opposed. Since uncharitable
means were used, the result must be bad, and
Mr. Huxley does not think it necessary to
refer to the statistics.

Mr. Huxley, however, is not opposed to
instituting a planned society, but only to ram-
ming it down people’s throats before they are
entirely prepared. “The advantages of social-
ism,” he says, “can be obtained by making
changes in the management of the large-scale
units of production,” leaving the small units
untouched. “At the present time the manage-
ment of large-scale production is in the hands
of irresponsible individuals seeking profits.” All
we have to do, then, is to replace the selfish
management by an unselfish management, but
I think it is regrettable that Mr. Huxley does
not tell us how soon the selfish managers will

A. Ajay
“A dime should be sufficient, dear. 1 don’t recall his story among

the Hundred Neediest Cases.”
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be ready for the proposed- change and whether
they will acquiesce, as he requires, with the
proper charity,

Mr. Huxley’s discussion of war, education,
metaphysics, and religion is unsystematic,
eclectic, and not very novel. His solution of
our -educational problems is the recognition
‘of types of men and grades of intelligence,
though he does not dwell upon the undemo-
cratic implications of such an emphasis. In
ethics, he recommends chastity, which is, he
thinks, “the necessary precondition to any kind
of moral life superior to that of the animal.”
What we must do is to make “compulsory

. chastity tolerable” in order to “prolong the
period during which a society produces energy.”
Such speculation speaks for itself. Nothing
need be added. Compulsory chastity becomes
tolerable if women, at least those of “the rul-
ing classes of our societies,” are made the
equals of men.

For those who like a good style with plenty
of non sequiturs, who enjoy a flashy surface
understanding of history and do not take
offense at theories which serve the interests of
aggressive fascism, this book can be strongly
recommended. V. J. McGiLL.

Maker of
Flivvers and Billions

THE Frivver King, by Upton Sinclair. United
Automobile Workers of America. Also by the
Author, Pasadena, Cal. 25c.

FEVV workers know much about the
financial operation of the industries in
which they are employed, or about the men
who head the leading corporations. While a
great deal has been written concerning Henry
Ford, the books have for the most part been
priced so high that they have remained out of
the reach of men who work on the line at
the River Rouge and other Ford plants.
Upton Sinclair has broken this barrier by
publishing The Flivver King, a life of Henry
Ford, selling at 25 cents a copy. The United
Automobile Workers have wisely made the
most of the opportunity by simultaneously pub-
lishing two hundred thousand copies.

t In The Flivver King, Upton Sinclair dis-
plays all his skill as a writer for the masses,
all his experience as a veteran and adept
pamphleteer. The biography is good reading,
exciting, warm, swift moving. The story of
Ford’s rise—a fantastic adventure of the poor
boy who made good—parallels the biography
of one of Ford’s first employees. Abner Shutt
believes in Ford, believes in the non-existent
“man of the people,” the myth created by
“twenty-five years of clever press agentry and
dramatic publicity. Abner Shutt takes a lick-
ing, as most Ford workers do, but he clings
to ‘his misconceptions. And Abner strug-
gles through life to reach old age tired, sick,
and unemployed (and with his son almost
dead from a beating administered by Ford
thugs). - Henry Ford, who also started as a
worker with a philosophy as simple and as

baseless as Abner’s, reaches old age tired and
insane with power, and with a billion dollars.

Sinclair has no need to condemn Ford.
The details of Ford’s success and the logical
development of his cold ruthlessness point
their own sinister meaning. The evolution of
a mechanic into an anti-New Deal capitalist,
the stage of fake social reformism which gave
Ford new means of increasing the speed-up
in his plants, the shift from pacifist to Jew-
baiter, the fanatical hatred of organized labor
which has led him to finance vigilante killers
and to emplgy an army of ex-convicts as his
private police—all the stages of Ford’s career
fit together to make him the personification
of individualism under capitalism. Ford be-
comes, and Sinclair portrays him as, the proto-
type of American fascism.

It is regrettable that Sinclair, so skillful as
a narrator, has failed to round out his meticu-
lous portrait of Ford with sufficient discussion
of the economic, social, and political factors
that account for the existence of such despots
as Henry Ford. Unfortunately, too, the
narrative breaks off before the United Auto
Workers have gained their victories over
General Motors, Chrysler, and other auto
companies, These victories gave Ford workers
not only the promise that unionization can
force Ford to grant them better working
conditions, higher wages, a lessening of the
terrific speed-up, but also proved to them that
the U.A.W. is an effective, and if properly
utilized, invincible weapon.  °

The Flivver King, by providing workers
with knowledge of what and whom they are
fighting, has immense value. But it is only
the first pamphlet in what should be a popu-
larly and imaginatively written series. The
rest of the story must now be presented as
ably as Sinclair has told the story of Ford’s
life—the economic questions involved; the
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placing of the Ford offensive in relation to
the present American scene and in relation to
the rest of labor history; the description of
the growth, difficulties, and achievements of
the United Auto Workers; the methods and
strategy of strike; the ruses and intimidation
to which Ford, like all other monopolists,
will resort. -
Written in a manner that is entertaining,
dramatic, and easily read by any worker, . The

* Flivver King deserves to be sold as widely as

possible throughout America. In addition,
Upton Sinclair deserves the compliment of,
having his method studied, improved upon,
rounded out, and used for the presentation
in lucid form of the biographies of other in-
dustrialists, and for the presentation of prob-
lems that are now so vital to the American
people. BrRUCE MINTON.

Fletcher Writes
His Baedeker

Lire Is My SoNG, by John Gould Fletcher.
Farrar & Rhinehart. $3.50.

HEN the integrating elements which

bind a culture together begin to
loosen at the seams, the necessity for self-
analysis becomes all the more immediate as a
form of vicarious salvation. It is in this sense
that the finest American autobiographies
(The Education of Henry Adams and, more
recently, Sheean’s Personal History and Cow-
ley’s Exile’s Return) have also been cultural
history, a history which finds its focus in the
individual who is at the same time an arche-
type of historical experience. With something
of this in mind, no doubt, John Gould
Fletcher has now written his autobiography—
the life of a poet who has traveled widely,
written profusely, and come into contact with
more than his share of important literary and
artistic personages. In considering Mr. Fletch-
er's latest volume, therefore, it is pertinent
to ask whether he has succeeded in extracting
the maximum amount of significance from the
materials at hand ; and to demonstrate his suc-
cess or failure largely in terms of the social
attitudes which are a measure of his percep-
tion.

Although John Gould Fletcher was born in
Little Rock, Ark., the son of a plantation
family which was prominent in state politics,
he has spent most of his adult life in Europe.
In 1908, years before the great expatriation,
he had already felt that dreary provincialism
of American life which had sent Henry James
to Europe; and so, fortified by a few years at
Harvard, Mr. Fletcher crossed the Atlantic,
determined to live the “asthetic life”” which
his cultured mother had taught him to love.
He had only the vaguest notions, of course,
about the implications of his defiant @sthet-
icism, but he had read Nietzsche, definitely re-
jected Christianity, and he knew that above all
else he wanted to:write poetry. He went
first to Rome—where the formalized austerity
of Roman Catholic ritual almost made him an
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asthetic convert—and then to London and
Paris, where he met Ezra Pound, Amy
Lowell, T. S. Eliot, H. D., and others who
were subsequently to form the Imagist move-
ment and participate in the pitched battles for
vers libre. 'This is the pattern which Mr.
Fletcher’s life has since followed, with the ex-
ception of short—usually harried and unhappy
—uvisits to the United States. In 1933, how-
ever, he finally abandoned Europe and re-
turned to this country, convinced that his fu-
ture as a writer lay among his own people.

To achieve a satisfactory perspective on a
life of this sort, one must have a grasp of mate-
rial conditions and a scheme of values which
will unify the notations of sensibility into
some coherent whole. This fundamental per-
ception is absent from Mr. Fletcher’s auto-
biography, with the result that a lifeless,
chronological recital of events is substituted
for what might have been an illuminating
scrutiny of a world which is central to any dis-
cussion of American poetry. Mr. Fletcher
unéquivocally rejects the Marxist analysis, be-
cause “They [the Marxists] think of history
. . . purely as a clash between bourgeois and
proletariat, whereas in America there has
never been but one class, the bourgeois or po-
tential bourgeois.” -

It is precisely this perversion of historical
logic, however, which lies at the basis of Mr.
Fletcher’s difficulties, for he is guilty of a
gross misstatement of fact when he accuses
the Marxists of interpreting American history
“purely” as a clash between bourgeois and
proletariat. What the Marxian approach ac-
tually deals with is the gradual formation of
an industrial proletariat, which crystallized as
an inevitable result of the centralization of
heavy industry after the closing of the fron-
tier. If Mr. Fletcher had been aware of the
cultural ramifications implicit in this key in-
sight—which one does not have to be a Marx-
ist to accept—it would have synthesized much
of his material and deepened his portrait of
T. S. Eliot, for instance, who is described at
great length but never adequately characterized.

Like the color symphonies of his poetry,
Mr. Fletcher’s autobiography seems to be dis-
sociated from the world which gave it birth.
His poems rarely touch more than the chro-
matic surface of experience; and in his auto-
biography, too, there is more description of
events than dissection of their causes. As a
disciple of Spengler, Mr. Fletcher frequently
applies seasonal terms to various cultural
manifestations, thinking to define them in this
way ; but he himself, in the course of the book,
has a rather shamefaced reference to ‘“Spen-
gler’s entirely mystical and probably thor-
oughly unscientific thesis of race-conscious-
ness.” Yet Spengler is the only guide he uses
in his exploration of the modern world.

Finally, it is questionable whether his new
affiliation with the Southern Agrarians will
furnish Mr. Fletcher with the intellectual
touchstone for which he has been seeking. The
shift from a European to an American nos-
talgia may provide him with roots which had
hitherto been severed; but he has already had
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some years in which to make an adjustment,
and the evidence of integration is not in the
present volume. For what he has written is
essentially a guide-book—a Baedeker on the
people and the places he has known. But noth-
ing more, JosepH FrRANK.

Toward an American
People’s Front

THE ComMUNIST, December Issue. 50 East
13th Street, New York City. 20c.

NE of the outstanding articles in the
current issue of the Communist, offi-
cial monthly organ of the American Com-
munist Party, is the report by Earl Browder
on the development of the people’s front in
the United States. Originally delivered as a
report to the enlarged meeting of the party’s
Political Bureau, Browder’s analysis of the
major forces at work in American society to-
day serves two important purposes. It sum-
marizes and evaluates the most significant
events during the last half of American his-
tory; and, on the basis of this summary, it
points to the measures which must now be
taken in the process of making history. With
the sharpening of social antagonisms through-
out the world—on the one hand, the growing
menace of fascism and its war policy; on the
other, the growing strength of the Soviet
Union as a world center for peace, and the
growth of the people’s-front movements
against fascism—Browder’s article is a most
timely clarification of the problems with
which the friends of peace and democracy
are immediately confronted. Its appeal is by
no means limited to Communists.
Reviewing the recent speeches of President
Roosevelt, Browder defines the basic charac-
teristics of the present period in America:

These pronouncements of Roosevelt, when taken
together with the more concrete proposals of the
C.1.0. legislative program developed in Atlantic
City on October 11, provide a rounded-out people’s
front program of an adwvanced type. That does not
mean to say we already have a people’s front to
realize that program. No, we have it only in
a small, elementary, unstable form. But the program
for such a front is here.

The primary task is the organizational crys-
tallization of the movement to achieve this
program. This will be realized by the estab-
lishment of a closely-knit political alliance
between labor and the middle class. In fur-
ther development of the people’s front,
Browder says that the most important instru-
ment in most localities will be the strength-
ening of Labor’s Non-Partisan League.

Unity of labor, unity of all progressive forces in
the people’s front, independent political organiza-
tion, combined with the widest mobilization of the
masses behind the legislative programi of Roosevelt
and the C.I.O.—these provide the means of the next
great forward step.

Together with Browder’s report, the other
articles in the December Communist combine
to make this a notable issue. In his “Review

v
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of the Month,” a regular feature of great
value, Alex Bittelman deals with the “sit-
down strike” of monopoly capital and the
problem of cementing a firm alliance between
labor and the progressive forces supporting
Roosevelt. V. J. Jerome’s detailed critique
of Science and Society, the Marxian quar-
terly, while discussing the weakness of some
articles which failed to embody Marxist con-
tent, points to the real achievements of
that magazine in becoming a center for
Marxian scholarship. In “American Origins
of the People’s Front,”™ William Z. Foster
describes the American precursors of the pop-
ular front, such as the Bryan movement and
the various farmer-labor parties, thus refut-

ing the slander of the Lovestonites and the -

Trotskyites that the people’s front is a policy
alien to America. Hernan Laborde, the gen-
eral secretary of the Mexican Communist
Party, sounds a warning to the American peo-
ple of elaborate plots of civil war on the part
of Mexican fascists aided by reactionary in-
terests in the United States. John William-
son analyzes the second annual convention of
the United Rubber Workers of America,
which he characterizes as the “most progres-
sive, democratic, and united international con-
vention of any C.I.O. union.”
Francis FRANKLIN.

Brief Reviews

Henrt MarTisse, by Alexander Romm.
Moscow. Bookniga. $1.

This booklet is an average example of the type
published in the Soviet Union in large quantities
for wide distribution, to popularize art. And it is
witness of the spirit of tolerance manifested toward
gifted artists of all tendencies. The work of Matisse
is the finest flower of bourgeois art. At the opposite
end from the activizing art of the revolution, it is
rather intended to serve as “ . . something like a
comfortable armchair in which one can rest from
physical fatigue,” according to Matisse himself.

The pamphlet considers briefly the artist’s biog-
raphy, the evolution of his art, its social setting, and
its value to the contemporary revolutionary artist.

L. L.

RECOGNITION OF ROBERT FROST, edited by Richard
T hornton. Henry Holt & Co. $2.50.

Over fifty essays, reviews, and biographical arti-
cles have been put together to make this volume,
which commemorates the twenty-fifth anniversary of
the publication of 4 Boy’s Will. The pieces that are
printed are so unusually laudatory and, with the
exception of the very early ones, uncritical, that they
only call to mind the really trenchant studies that
are not printed. The early ones recognize Frost as
an accomplished writer of northern New England
georgics, a man who finally brought American poetry
to American magazines after a dismally derivative
period. In that sense, one feels, they are quite right.
But the later critics regard him as a great and
changeless master, the same yesterday, today, and
tomorrow. The fact is that the times have changed,
Frost has changed, and any criticism that does not
take this into account is not worthy of the name.

R.H.R.

THE IMPORTANCE OF LIVING, by Lint Yutang. Reynal
& Hitchcock. $3.

Advertised as “a personal guide to enjoyment,”
this latest book by the author of My Country and
My People will be of little more use to the millions
of Americans who aren’t having a good time than
were the inspirational products of Dale Carnegie,

Izo0giz,
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Kirov and Zhdanov

By Marx and Engels
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Dorothea Brande, and others. The end of living is
just living in itself, says Lin Yutang, and he pro-
ceeds to describe the attitudes, habits, and activities
that give joy to life. It makes more than four hun-
dred pages of very pleasant reading. Dr. Lin is an
intelligent and humane man, and he sees that the
world is in a terrible mess. Why? Because “our life
is too complex, our scholarship too serious, our phi-
losophy too somber, and our thoughts too involved.”
Only humor will save the world, humor and a phi-
losophy which says, “Nothing matters to a man who
says nothing matters.” We are invited to laugh, love,
and loaf—which is really living. Of course! Most
of us want to do this, but how can we in a civili-
zation where, to quote the author, “men toil and
work and worry their hair gray to get a living.” A
man of Dr. Lin’s wisdom should know that we do
not hire a guide to tell us where we want to go; we

pay the man to show us how to get there.
M. M.

So GreaT A MAN, by Dawvid Pilgrim. Harper &
Bros. $3.

Imagine an emperor who alternates from the role
of a little god to that of an intimate next-door
neighbor, and you have the focal development of
this romantic novel. Napoleon Bonaparte brings his

. Polish mistress, Marie Walewska, to Paris, not only

to share his love, but also to drive a better diplo-
matic bargain with Alexander of Russia. During
the Spanish invasion and the conference at Erfurt,
the period chosen by the author, Napoleon’s insati-
able greed for power clashes with his bigoted sense
of tolerance. The intrigues of Fouche and Talley-
rand reveal that this notable defect was fairly evi-
dent at the time. Often the man of politics does not
always blend with his other human qualities. Then
the transition becomes an obvious shifting of per-
spective, stilting the even flow of the narrative.

The recent popularity of historical novels can be
Jfraced to the recognition that every fictional inter-
pretation of the past reaffirms to some degree the
social values of the present. David Pilgrim im-
pairs the efféct of his book by disregarding the fact
that a military dictator is forced to conquer new
lands, thus fostering an opposition which necessarily
leads to his downfall. In this novel Napoleon em-
bodies all the virtues of the French revolution.

Its racy style and capricious pageantry definitely
stamp this romantic novel as a book of wide ap-
peal, and if the author had allowed some critical
appraisal to seep into his rather pompous material,
So Great a Man would be an engaging addition
to the already voluminous studies of Napoleon
Bonaparte. G. A.

*
Recently Recommended Books

Ralph Fox: A Writer in Arms, edited by John
Lehmann, T. A. Jackson, and C. Day Lewis.
International. $1.75. )

‘Labor Agitator, The Story of Albert Parsons, by
Alan Calmer. International. 35c.

Is American Radio Democratic? by S. E. Frost, Jr.
University of Chicago Press. $2.50. «
The Civil War in the United States, by Karl Marx
and Frederick Engels. International. $2.50.
C.L.0., Industrial Unionism in Action, by J. Ray-

mond Walsh. Norton. $2.50.

Engels on Capital, translated and edited by Leonard
E. Mins. International. $1.25.

Volunteer in Spain, by John Sommerfield. Knopf.
$1.50.

Counter-Attack in Spain, by Ramon Sender. Hough-
ton Mifflin. $3.

From Sganish Trenches, edited by Marcel Acier.
Modern Age. 35c.

When Labor Organizes, by Robert R. Brooks. Yale
University Press. $3.

The Writer in a Changing World, edited by Henry
Hart. Equinox. $2.

Socialized Medicine in the Soviet Union, by Henry
E. Sigerist. Norton. $3.50.
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Foreign Films
Take the Lead

§¢ G REETINGS to you, youths of genera-
tions yet to come!” These are Push-
kin’s words, echoing down a hundred years to
a new Soviet generation of eleven million read-
ers of his works, printed in the “countless
languages” that Pushkin prophesied would
know his poetry.
In this year, the centenary of his death, the
films are playing a great role in the Soviet-

wide festival for Russia’s greatest poet. Young .

Pushkin (The Youth of a Poet), produced
by Lenfilm and shown at the Cameo Theatre,
is the first of the celebration films to reach
this country. Young Pushkin, made exclusively
for young Soviet spectators, furnishes a living
example of the vivifying attitude there toward
art of the past.

Alexander Slonimski’s story, on which the
film is based, dramatizes the entrance of Push-
kin, proudly bearing healthy romanticism and
cleansing realism into a literary world stuffed
with aristocratic pretense and false classicism.
It was Pushkin who broke the slavish imita-
tion of simpering contemporary French fash-
ions in literature and introduced more vital
currents from abroad—Voltaire, Byron, etc.
The director, Naroditski, has selected an excel-
lent cast of young actors from the Leningrad
Film and Theater Institutes, and Sigayev and
Dutko, the cameramen, have filmed the story
of Pushkin’s schooldays—1811-17—in the Im-
perial Lycée, amidst the well-preserved sur-
roundings in which he enjoyed them. Litovski
creates a young Pushkin of temper and passion
and pride that does reverent justice to the
great poet’s memory.

The film’s theme, Pushkin’s declaration of
freedom, progresses through a series of simple,
colorful (but never florid) episodes. He be-
came the spiritual leader of his classmates—at
least of those classmates of independent pro-
gressive minds, ready to struggle against the
actual serfdom around them, reflected in a
serfdom of philosophy and thought in their
studies. This early talent for leading and
encouraging progress and revolt was to assist
the ¥Decembrist revolution in his later, more
directly political period. Young Pushkin
shows vividly his earlier individual revolt,
spurning the stifling atmosphere and etiquette
laws of court life (“those poor souls to
luxury born”) for the beauties and odors of
the woods and fields.

One of the most moving episodes is that of
Pushkin reciting his graduation poem to
Derzhavin, his greatest predecessor in Russian
poetry. The scene of the old and dying Der-
zhavin, awakened to a consciousness that Russia
has a new poet in this youngster, is magnifi-
cently played by A. Mgebrov.

I'd like to draw your attentici to the inter-

SIGHTS AND SOUNDS

esting newsreel prologue shown by the theater,
of the Pushkin celebration all over the Union
before we pass on to another film, similar in
subject, but oh, how different in purpose and
achievement, -

Un Grand Amour de Beethoven (Life and
Loves of Beethoven) at the 55th Street is ex-
actly what it sounds like—and if you want to see
how all of Beethoven’s music was inspired by
son seul grand amour you’ll be charmed and
affected by the film. You hear people coming
out, saying, “Such a Frenck film!” On its
credit side is some healthy film-making in the
manner of its director, Abel Gance, and a
sincere portrait by Harry Baur, its Beethoven,
but one grows tired of the uniform treatment
and lighting given to all women who play in
Gance films. (It is refreshing to recall how
Jean Renoir brings out reality and character
from these same women when they play in
his films.) Criticism. of the many cliché
images of the film should be tempered by re-
minding oneself that Gance has as much right
as anyone to these clichés because it was he
who invented many of them almost twenty
years ago. Despite the thought expended on
a remarkable sequence of Beethoven’s deaf-
ness, it is difficult to believe in a Beethoven
film in which his actions and thoughts are
motivated exclusively by unrequited love.
I may be wrong, but I thought that great
music springs from deeper sources.

Evucene HiLL.

Blitzstein Brings
New Tunes to Music

HE Mercury treatment has had a mirac-

ulous effect on the musical as well as
the theatrical scene, and it begins to look as
if the Orson Welles group is going to show
up the sterility of the Metropolitan and Phil-
harmonic Symphony no less than that of the
Broadway playhouses. When you’re getting
seats for Julius Cesar, don’t forget to make
reservations for The Cradle Will Rock (Sun-
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day evenings and alternate afternoons) and the
Lehman Engel Singers (other Sunday after-
noons). Then if you arrange to take in Pins
and Needles at the Labor Stage, you can be
sure of covering the liveliest, most entertain-
ing, and in many respects the most significant
musical activities of this and many seasons.
These coming on top of I've Got the Tune
should stimulate everyone concerned with
American music and music in America to break
into—fortissimo—one of Gershwin’s last hits:
“Things are looking up!”

Mr.-Engel has long done yeoman service
with the Federal Music Project, and it's
heartening to see him and his well-schooled
group expanding their scope. They're gaining
in assurance and flexibility, and their programs
grow ever more catholic and far-ranging. That
at the Mercury Theatre (November 30) was
an ingenious group of “Music by Princes and
Music by the People” (the people came off
second best and I writhed again at the in-
clusion of some phony folk settings I remem-
bered with distaste from the F. M. P. Ameri-
can program of last year), and the December
12 concert featured world premiéres of Chants
from the Greek Church by Nabokoff and
Scenes from the Holy Infancy by Virgil
Thomson. How about a program of “Music
of Freedom” on the order of that recently
given in Paris by the Fédération Musicale
Populaire?

But it is that man with the tune, Marc
Blitzstein, who is really breaking new ground,
who’s bringing American music to grips with
reality and proving that musical progressivism
can be entertaining as well as abstractly ad-
mirable. The Cradle Will Rock as well as
the radio work appeals to the intellect and
humor rather than the emotions of its audi-
ences. The emotional background is there,
but it is implied rather than explicit. There
can be no doubt as to the meaning (“message”
if you will) of these works, but its hearers are
given credit for the ability to sense it; subtlety
and incisiveness take the place of soap-box
technique. At the end of each ¢and more
sttongly with each hearing) you’re left brim-
ming over with an exhilaration that isnt
evanescent. And even when you've stopped
laughing, you haven’t stopped thinking.

I was pretty slow in getting around to The
Cradle, but like a good many others I was
waiting for it to emerge from its cat-and-
mouse existence. It has, but fortunately not

_as a conventional presentation and I was all

wrong in thinking it should be heard with cos-
tumes, sets, and orchestra. In one way it’s a
shame that Blitzstein’s full score has to be
whittled down to a piano reduction, but on the
whole the quasi-rehearsal performanee 1s all to
the good, naturally concentrating attemtion on
the words and the essential dramatie action
(as differentiated from mere stage business).
There is no opportunity for interest in the
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A thing of beauty . . . a joy forever
THE ANSLEY DYNAPHONE

Incomparable Life-Like Tone
Brings Recording or Broadcast
v Artists Into Your Home...

@ If you have never heard the Ansley Dyna-
phone you have missed the thrill that comes
with hearing music perfectly reproduced.
That’s why musicians (and they ought to
know) take pride in their Ansleys. Like their
Steinways and Stradivarii—it, too, is a musical
instrument.

ANSLEY DYNAPHONE COMBINATION

® (A) Table Model. Available in beautiful cabinet of
solid walnut, maple or mahogany. 7-tube radio; For-
eign Short Wave (16-50 meters) and Broadcast Band;
Ansley Crystal Pick-Up. Size: 11%” high, 16% " wide,
13%"” deep. Weight 27 lbs.

ANSLEY DYNAPHONE “ARM CHAIR™
COMBINATION WITH GLIDER TOP

@® (B) Ideal for the small home or apartment. T-tube
radio; Foreign Short Wave (16-50 meters) and Broad-
cast Band; Ansley Crystal Pick Up. 12" speaker. Size:
24" high, 28% wide, 14%" deep.

Write for Descriptive Booklet )
COME IN FOR A FREE DEMONSTRATION

Mail Orders Shipped Promptly.
Free Delivery in Manhattan and Brooklyn.

BLOOMFIELD'S
——MUSIC SHOP—
118 East 14th Street GRamercy 7-2707

SERVICE +GOOD: BOOKS

uN EVER put off for tomorrow what you
can do today.” That’s a good rule to
follow, but...do you follow it? Most people
don’t . . . that’s because they don’t have time.
How many times have you put off buying a
book for this very reason? Let the NEW MASSES
Book Service take care of your book problem
by giving you . .. SERVICE. You don’t have to
worry when ... where . . . or if you'’re going
to get the book. The NEw Massgs Book Service
brings the book to your door without any

Write for Catalogue

e ————— e . —— -
| NEW MASSES Book Service |
| 31 East 27th Street, New York, N. Y. |
| I am_enclosing $......cevvevencncnnnens for the book (s) I
| listed below. |
| |
1 (PRINT TITLE) :
\
! |
| |
: Name % :
{ Address . s |
: City State :
-

charge. All you have to do is send us the
money (publishers’ price) for the book you
want, and we mail it to you in three days,
postage paid.

We also offer you a selection of the finest
books available at the lowest possible prices.
Here are books you have always wanted.

- .

1. PAUL CEZANNE-*.... . price $3.00
126 Paintings and drawi duced in mono-
chrome photogravure and with color plates. (Crown
Folio 14 inches by 1034 inches)

2. THE IMPRESSIONISTS. ............price $3.00
118 Paintings reproduced in monochrome photo-
gravure and with color plates. Introduction by
Wilhelm Uhde (Crown Folio 14 in. by 103 in.)

3. BOTTICELLI* price $3.00
105 Works of Botticelli, reproduced in monochrome
photogravure and with color plates.

4. TITIAN Paintings and Drawings* price $2.50
335 Reproductions in photogravure. 8 color plates.
Edited by Professor Hans Tietze.

5. THE PAINTINGS OF REMBRANDT*

630 Reproductions in photogravure with an intro-
duction by A. Bredius.

(complete) price $3.00
6. BELLS OF BASEL, by Louis Aragon
(Regularly $2.50)..mmmmmmmmsmmn price $ .49

7. JEWS IN AMERICA, by the Editors
of Fortune Magazine (reg. $1.) price $ .49

* Available in January.

Please mention NEW MASSES whén patronizing advertisers
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music to divert one from receiving the full
impact of the play itself. Yet when on' leav-
ing the theatre, tunes and accompaniment fig-
ures have a way of sticking in one’s mind:
another good reason for a second and third
hearing of the whole work. '
Naturally The Cradle isn’t flawless (al-
though up to the intermission it’s just about
as close to perfection as anyone could de-
mand), but the only serious weakness seems
to me to be in the part of Larry Foreman,
who—at least in Howard da Silva’s overplay-
ing—emerges so prominently and heroically as
to destroy the exquisite balance of the work.
Hero he certainly is, but I see him more rep-
resentative of a mass than as so emotional and
voluble an individual. The conflict after all
is not Mir. Mister and his mercenaries versus
Larry Foreman, but the Misters versus the
workers and their families for whom Larry is
spokesman rather than personification. But
apart from that (and the failure to make more
use of the chorus or a mass of workers), the

" work is projected with simplicity, unaffected-

ness, and vivid realism. The atmosphere may
be informal to begin with, but it is never
sloppy, and when the climaxes are built up
they are surcharged with an intensity that
could never be achieved by the tricks of theat-
rical illusion. If not quite as taut and poised
as I've Got the Tune, The Cradle Will Rock
is as nakedly honest and pungent, packing the
same dynamic, bull’s-eye punches. This is a
show that brings down the house every time
it’s played, yet the W. P. A. and orthodox
Broadway producers would have none of it.
Maybe from their point of view they're right,
for it’s dynamite. But like dynamite it can’t
be ignored.

And it isn’t. The Mercury Theatre run
promises to be indefinite, Random House has
just announced that it will publish both text
and music around mid-January; and Mr.
Blitzstein is in the groove and just beginning
to go to town. R. D. DARRELL.

Mussolini Speaks .
Through Paint

NEW York now has an exhibition of
‘ paintings from fascist Italy. They are
being shown at the Comet Gallery, 10 East
52nd St., a new enterprise which is being
sponsored by Countess Pecci-Blunt, whe has
a similar gallery at Rome, inaugurated four
years ago by a member of the Royal House.
Her purpose, we are told, is to stimulate the
international market for the Italians she will
bring over, and, in return, to send back rep-
resentative collections of works by the younger
and more promising Americans. It is all ap-
parently very innocent.

"But is it? Consider Severini, who is per-
haps the best known of the older artists rep-
resented. Severini, a founder of futurism,
then a member of the School of Paris, later
a neo-Catholic (much praised by Jacques
Maritain), is now an out-and-out fascist. His
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painting, the drmored Train, exhibited some
weeks ago at the Museum of Modern Art,
was a glorification of war. It was Mussolini
speaking through paint. The painter’s posi-
tion is made even more unmistakable by last
year’s ominous manifesto from F. T. Mari-
netti, the spokesman of futurism and one of
Mussolini’s unofficial senators:

We, futurist poets and artists, have recognized
for twenty-five years, that war is the only world
hygiene. War is beautiful because it creates new
architectures, as the heavy tank. It creates the fly-
ing geometrics of the airplane, the spiral smoke of
burning villages. War is beautiful because it com-
pletes the beauty of a flowery meadow with the
passionate orchids of machine-gun fire,

Such is the doctrine of Severini’s group
today.

In the present show he has been less frank.
Why? His still-lives, his dead pheasants, his
sickly Chimerical Orpheus are designed to
win the spectator indirectly. Fortunately,
they are so tired, joyless, and tight that they
will fail to do so; but the intention is there
just the same. De Chirico—whose five can-
vases show even less conviction than usual—
is employed to a similar purpose. As for
Campigli, his innocuous figures and portraits
—all designed to give Park Avenue the latest
in Pompeiian frescoes—take on another mean-
ing when we remember that he was one of
the official decorators in the Italian Pavilion
at the 1937 Paris Exposition.

Even more unhappily, Cagli, who is one
of the youngest—he is only twenty-seven—
appears to be even closer to the headquarters
of the Skull in Rome. He furnished the
cartoons for the great fountain in Terni
(Rome), and he was chosen to do the deco-
ration for the entrance hall of the Italian
Pavilion in this summer’s fair at Paris. You
can be sure that he, like the rest, knows who
is boss.

Considered on the basis of content alone,
each of these canvases gives additional testi-
mony of fascist manipulation. You will find
no black flags, no celebrations of Ethiopian
conquests, no five-year-olds marching in the
streets. But you will detect a uniform suffo-
cation and an ever-present trammeled quality
as of men moaning in their chains. It is no
accident that two of these works depict birds
shut up in a cage, who cannot sing. Finally,
most significant of all, not a single one is
articulated in space, that essential element in
which the painter makes known his thought
upon life.

Fascism, therefore, is not only the direct
persecutor of men, it is the subtle violator of
their inmost selves. It is the strangler of all
that is most creative in the human being.
Why, then, should we tolerate these ambassa-
dors of death?

Readers of the NEw Massgs do not need
to be informed that there is a show by two
hundred members of the American Artists’
Congress, at 550 Fifth Avenue, but perhaps
they should be reminded that, as the exhibi-
tion does not close until December 30, they
still have a few more days in which to see it.

at the

THEATR
49th Street

49th STREET

West of Broadway

The Federal Theatre for New York City presents

TAM l Rl S ind Solo Dances

and How Long Brethren?

Winner of Dance Magazine Award for 1937

EVENINGS at 9
Deec. 21 to 25

E Dec. 27 to Jan. 1
Jan. 4 to 8

Jan. 11 to 15
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MAXINE ELLIOTT’S THEATRE, 39th St., East of Broadway—Eves. 8:40; Matinee Sat. 2:40

John Howard Lawson’s PROCESSIONAL "0 v

A Division of The Works Progress Ad

istration

THE ARTEF PLAYERS in

THE GOOD

SOLDIER

SCHWEIK

ARTEF THEATRE

63rd STREET and BROADWAY
‘Eves. incl. Sun.. 8:30. Mats. Sat. & Sun. 2:30

Prices: 50c to $1.50, plus tax.
Phone reservations CIrcle 6-0555.

ENGLISH SYNOPSIS

COMEDY SATIRE IN 17 SCENES, BASED on JAROSLAV HASEK’S FAMOUS NOVEL

THE MAURICE SCHWAR

BROTHERS

—» COMPLETE ENGLISH SYNOPSIS —
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“One of the finest, most pungent and
most poignant realistic productions
to invigorate our stage in many sea-

GOLDE

“Odets has written

“A good straightforward play ... thrilling
to listen to.”—BENCHLEY, New Yorker.

By CLIFFORD ODETS
what is by far his ()
best play.” — FLEXNER, New Masses.
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sons.”

N BOY

MUSIC BOX

—BROWN, Post

SAM H. HARRIS presents

OF M'CE and MEN

A New Play by JOHN STEINBECK
Directed by GEORGE 8. KAUFMAN

45th St., W. of B’way.
Mats. Thurs. & Sat. 2:40

RESERVED SEATS NOW ON SALE

CHILDREN’S ° SAT. DEC. 25
XMAS CARNIVAL

DAILY AT (1 A. M. AND 2:30
tation of U

A Stage Pr

Days — Beginning

Premiere FRI. DEC.
Additional Showings at 10:30 & midnite

24 at 8:30

To SUN. JAN. 2
55¢ to $2.20
P. M.
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Tony Sarg s Robinson Crusoce % Midgets

Dorothy Gordon
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ANGNA ENTERS

NEW NUMBERS include: T’ang-.Chinese Dynas-
tic; Bird in_the Rain.
ngre—Daughter of Bloocd, Spain 1936

. 52nd St. 2 SUNDAY EVES.
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NCUS presents The Theatre of

PETER ]

Alexei
Novel
screen
color and dramatic splen-
dor. Directed by
Viadimir Petrov.

The flesh and blood story of Peter the First:
Warrior Lover, Emperor.

CAMEO-4

dir. of ‘“Zola’”

Tolstoy’s  Epic
brought to the
in all its rich

ST EAST
" B'WAY

Also La Nina de la

tax. 600 Good Seats at $1.

Tickets: $1-75¢ .

—Sun. Aft.,, DEC. 26 at 3
THE DANCE THEATRE PRESENTS
LILLIAN

SHAPERO

AND HER DANCE GROUP

Y. M. H. A,, Lexington Ave. at 92d St.

WHAT A PARTY!

Tel. AT 9-2400

1]
You needn’t say—

ete., taught men and women beginners.
Registration daily 2 to 11 P. M.

SOCIAL DANCE GROUP
94 Fifth Avenue (14th Street)

EXCUSE ME!

GR. 5-9264

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers

WHAT A DANCE!

A JAMBOREE
XMAS EVE at JOE DONOVAN'S PLACE

308-10 WEST 59th STREET

Just a few of the Attractions:

THE BIGGEST “BIG APPLE”

Featuring International Truckin’

Two Great Actors in the Role of Santa Claus
WILL GEER, REX INGRAM and other stars

Special Perf. by the Famous Artef Players
Hot Swing Music by Swing Stars

Auspices: West Side Anti-Fascist Committee
Part of proceeds to the
FRIENDS OF THE ABRAHAM LINCOLN BRIGADE
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CHESTERS ZUNBMRG
THANX FOR A FULL HOUSE!

Sorry no more can be accommodated

Santa Claus was good to us—
we hope he’s good to you!

Open All Year WOODBOURNE NEW YORK

CavpP NITGEDAIGET

BEACON, N. Y. - Beacon 781

SPORTS—GOOD FOOD—DANCING
Hotel Accommodations

P17 rer weer $3 rervay

City Offices: EStabrook 8-1400

When in Lakewood Be Sure to Visit Your Comrades
At Their Rendezvous

THE ROYALE

708 Princeton Ave Telephone:
Lakewood, N. J. Lakewood 1146

Our New Annex Assures You of
Added Social and Sport Facilities

SONIA GELBAUM ANNA BROUDE

Enjoy a true cdmradely atmosphere at

RAVEN LODGE

416 Third Street Tel.: Lakewood 922
Lakewood, N. J. City Information Sk. 4-1596
Special rates to NEW MASSES Readers

CELIA BOOBAR I. GOLD

ELLENVILLE, NEW YORK

Rates -

szz Open for a pleasant, cheerful Christmas.
Hiking, Skating, Good food. Make your

Per reservations now.

Woeek Phone Dr. D. Newman, JErome 6-2334

JVEW LPORRAINE

A PLEASANT PLACE TO MEET *
MR. & MRS. MARGOLIS
Managers
21 SEVENTH ST.
Lakewood, N. J.

ARROW-HEAD LODGE

Telephone:
LAKEWOOD 679

Spend Your Christmas and New Year's Holiday at

PINE PARK HOTEL

ON THE HUDSON 50 MILES FROM NEW YORK CITY
Good Accommodations, Excellent Food
ICE SKATING @ MUSIC, DANCING

And a gala midnite supper-entertainment on New Year’s Eve.
R ble rates. Teleph Highland Falls 340, or write:

PINE PARK HOTEL Highland Falls, N. Y.

Gsiet

OPTOMETRIST

86th St., right at Bay Parkway
On West End BMT Line
BROOKLYN

FOR REAL FRENCH COOKING

dine at
RESTAURANT de la TOUR EIFFEL
256 West 52nd St. New York City

Real French dishes
Filet Mignon, Civet de Lapin, Steak

/)

% - A
;7 ) Minute, Escargots de Bourgogne.
&%_g) Our regular dinner at 75¢ Includes a glass

of wine or special cocktail at no extra charge

- - Letters reproduced ex-
Multlgraphl“g_actly like typewriting,
any quantity. Also

mimeographing, printing and mailing. Quality

work at low prices.

MAILERS ADVERTISING SERVICE
121 West 42nd Street, N. Y. C. BRyant 9-5053

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers

Likewise, that the inaugural show of the
Municipal Art Galleries in the new quarters
at 3 E. 67th Street, will be on only until Janu-
ary 3. It contains work by numerous figures
already familiar to these pages.

For over a year Angna Enters, the dance-
mime, has been fighting remorselessly for the
people of Spain. To these efforts—on the
radio, in her own recitals, in benefits, in in-
terviews—she now adds a series of brush-
drawings entitled Spain Says “Salud.” In
them, as before, she stabs straight and true
at the Franco regime. They may be seen,
with sixty-two others, at the Newhouse Gal-
leries, 5 E. 57th Street.  JaAy PETERsON.

New Vistas Open
for the Ballet

T the Brooklyn Academy of Music,

Lincoln Kirstein’s Ballet Caravan pre-
sented three ballets: Promenade, Yankee
Clipper, and Show Piece, the last two for
the first time.

Now, for a long time, I have hammered
away at the ballet for its decadence and for
its reactionary nature, despite its frequent
brilliance. More partisan, and therefore more
fervent, perhaps, has been Lincoln Kirstein in
his criticism of the state of ballet. He finds
it too often “infantile, tiresome . . . uncrea-
tive . . . retardative.” The ballet lacks “crea-
tive vitality, some basic interest.” What it
needs is a good infusion of contemporary and
significant subject matter—‘and music to fit.”

Now let us see what he’s done with his own
Ballet Caravan. Promenade is a classic ballet,
which scarcely suggests the American or con-
temporary. But the music of the composition
is Ravel’s Valses Nobles et Sentimentales, and
the waltzes “suggest both the original ball-
room dance when it shocked . . . London,”
the program note has it. What Lincoln Kir-
stein evidently intended, then, was to present
the dance as a force for progress. The implica-
tion of the note, on further reading, is that
there was definite relationship between the
dance form—the waltz—and the political
manifestation—the French revolution. Un-
doubtedly, the waltz, coming after the
minuet, was the expression of revolutionary
sentiment. ‘The waltz does not mean to us
what it meant in 1810. On the contrary;
some thirty years ago, Isadora Duncan con-
demned it as bourgeois and sentimental. And
only in the light of historical perspective do
we recognize the waltz as a revolutionary
form. The Ballet Caravan’s Promenade, then,
assumes the quality of a documentary composi-
tion and should be so ;judged. Its significance
to us is historic rather than immediate.

Yankee Clipper is-an attempt to capture
the folk quality of different countries through
the adventures of the sailor-gone-to-sea. Here,
while there are some exceedingly good mo-
ments, the ballet gets lost in the esoteric and
surface brilliance. The ballet is the tourist’s
conception of exotic lands and fails to reach

NEW MASSES

We’ve Got the

TUNE

THE NEW MASSES has the honor of
announcing an event so new and differ-
ent that we don’t know what to call it.
We’ve been casting around for a name
but so far have been unsuccessful.

Here’s what it is: On Sunday evening
February 6, at the St. James Theatre,
West 44th Street, New York City we
will present some of the most brilliant
contemporary composers that have ever
appeared on the same stage together.

Marc Blitzstein, Paul Bowles, Count
Basie and his famous swing band,
Carlos Chavez, Elliott Carter, Jr., Aaron
Copland, Alex North, Wallingford Rieg-
ger, Earl Robinson, Virgil Thomson.
The entire production staged by Charles
Friedman.

The composers will play and conduct
their own compositions. The music will
be accompanied by choruses, modern
dancers, ballets, radio artists, and ac-
tors.

Among the highlights of the evening
will be Marc Blitzstein’s “I’ve Got the
Tune” and Aaron Copland’s “Second
Hurricane.” Watch this column for
further details.

Tickets: 55¢, 83¢c, $1.10, $1.65, $2.20.
Reservations can be made immediately
by calling Tiba Garlin at CA. 5-3076.

Have You Got the

NAME?




DECEMBER 28, 1087

CLASSIFIED ADS 40c a line

6 words in a line 8 lines minimum

VACATION CAMP RESORTS

CAMP FOLLOWERS OF THE TRAIL
Located at Westchester Park Reservations. Ideal
Place for Vacation and Week-ending. Steamheated
house. Wholesome food. Low winter rates. By train,
N. Y. Central to Peekskill. Write: Buchanan, New
York. Phone: Peekskill 2879.

Make the Hil-Bert House your country home. Beauti-
ful walks and all winter sports. Good food. Only 114
hrs. from N. Y. by train; 1 hr. by car from the Bronx.
Moderate Rates. Bert KFriedberg. Tel.: Mahopac 2083.
THE HIL-BERT HOUSE
Lake Mahopac, New York

WE HAVE MOVED TO LARGER QUARTERS
MILLARD’S LODGE
Famous for its Cuisine and Homelike Atmosphere
Moderate, Rates
423 7th St., between Madison and Forest Avenue
LAKEWOOD, N. J. Phone: Lakewood 394-W
A COZY RETREAT IN THE PINES

SPEND YOUR VACATION at APPLEBAUM'S
BOARDING HOUSE. Special Christmas Holiday rates.
Write for full particulars. Central Avenue, Spring
Valley, New York. Tel.: Spring Valley 1148-J.

ROCKLAND HALL from Christmas to New Year.
Ideal food—ice skating. $20 per week; $3.50 per day.
Spring Valley 1004; P. O. Box 24 or BEekman 3-4987.

MIAMI, FLORIDA

IF YOU PLAN to spend your vacation in Sunny Flor-
ida, see us first. Our place is in a beautiful location
with all modern improvements. Friendly atmosphere.
Moderate Rates. For more information write to
Hisenberg, 1240—42 Euclid Ave., Miami Beach, Fla.

FURNISHED ROOMS (Brooklyn—Manhattan)

MANHATTAN BEACH HOTEL
87 Minutes from Times Square
Live in this modern fire-proof hotel
away from city noise. Singles $5.50 weekly up.
SHeepshead 3-3000.

RIVERSIDE DRIVE, 244 (97th). Attractive single,
double, running water; comradely atmosphere. Also
limited number table guests; reasonable. (1A)

FURNISHED ROOM (Bronx)

ELEVATOR APARTMENT: private room with con-
genial couple. Man or woman. Low monthly rental.
758 Kelly St., Apt. 6G, Bronx. Prospect Ave. Station.

STUDIO WANTED

LARGE, SKYLIGHT STUDIO with living facilities
for one. Reasonable. Occupancy from first of year if
possible. Abe Ajay, 120 E. 34th St., N. Y. C.

HELP WANTED

PHOTO HISTORY: Socially minded men and women
can earn a good income representing the new pro-
gressive picture magazine everyone is talking about.
Full or part time. Write or see Howard Byrne, Rm.
1304, 155 E. 44th St., N. Y. C.

PIANO INSTRUCTION

SOPHIE SOLOTAROFF—Teacher of Yaltah Menuhin.
Formerly with Julliard Foundation under A. Siloti. Be-
ginners and Advanced. 1212 Grant Ave. Bx. TO. 2-4983.

‘ LANGUAGES

Round-Table Conversation Groups
with Alert, Native Instructors
FRENCH. Wednesdays —6 P. M.
SPANISH. Thursdays —6 P. M.
LANGUAGE SERVICE CENTER
Lewis Bertrand, Director
507 Fifth Avenue (42nd St.) MU 2-4221

PLAY TABLE TENNIS

" PLAY TABLE TENNIS (Ping-Pong) at the Broad-
way Table Tennig Court, 1721 Broadway, bet. 54th-
55th Sts., N. Y. One flight up. Expert instruction.
Open from noon until 1 A. M. Tel.: CO. 5-9088.

BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS

UTICA PARKWAY SPORTS CENTER: 289 Utica Ave.
bet. Eastern P’kway & Union—opp. Meyers. Tourna-
ment Ping-Pong Tables, Golf & Fencing. Professional
instructors. Special Group Rates. PR 3- 8192.

PIANO TUNING

PIANO TUNING, regulating and repairing. =~ Tone
restoring and voicing. Excellent work. Ralph J.
Appleton, 247 West 34th Street. Tel.: LOngacre 5-5843.

" RADIO REPAIRING

8. J. ZAMOR:—We do repairing AC-DC and on phono-
graph combinations. We call to all parts of Greater
N. Y. 722 St. Nick. Ave., nr. 146th St. ED. 4-9335.

RUSSIAN ART

PEASANT HANDICRAFT FROM U.8.8.R. Large se-
lection of blouses, linen, shawls, noveltigs. OUR ONLY
STORE. Russian Art Shop, Inc., 9 W. 42nd St., N. Y. C.

STATIONERY

LERMAN BROS.—100% Union Stationers & Printers
MIMEO PAPER AND SUPPLIES
37 East 14th Street, New York City.
Phone: ALgonquin 4-3356-7-8

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers

fundamental issues. Japan, China, and Argen-
tina are no less prettified than are the South
Seas.

Show Piece, while principally a tour-de-
force, to exhibit the virtuosity of the ballet
troupe, was the most satisfactory composition
of the evening. Technically the Ballet Cara-
van compares favorably with the much older
and longer trained Ballet Russe; and there
are some members of the troupe (Eugene
Loring, Lew Christensen, Marie Jeanne, Jane
Doering, Albia Kavan among others) who
strike me as being as good as, if not better
than anything the Ballet Russe has. They
work with just piano and percussion accom-
paniment (quite a revolutionary change in it-
self). They have a simple, clean, and fresh
approach to both movement and composition,
a historical and social-conscious approach.
Their dances are not cluttered with pretense
and their movement is pretty well free of the
perennial ballet tricks; they want to say some-
thing of some importance to their audience.
That they have not as yet attained a medium
as contemporary and as significant as Lincoln

‘Kirstein would have it, is not surprising, but

he is definitely directing a swiftly maturing
company which should carry the ballet out of
its bourgeois preoccupation into truly progres-
sive molds. OwEN BURKE.

*

Forthcoming Broadcasts

(Times given are Eastern Standard, but all
programs listed are on coast-to-coast hookups)

Arturo Toscanini. The maestro returns to conduct
the N.B.C. symphony orchestra in a series of ten
broadcasts beginning Sat.,, Dec. 25, 10 p.m.,
N.B.C. red and blue.

Herbert H. Lehiman. The governor of New York
discusses the New York state unemployment in-
surance law, Mon., Dec. 27, 6 p.m., C.B.S.

Brazil. Dr. Walman Falcao, minister of labor, in-
dustry, and commerce of Brazil, talks from Rio
de Janeiro, Thurs., Dec. 30, 6 p.m., C.B.S.

Football. The Auburn-Michigan football game
broadcast from Miami, Sat, Jan. 1, 2 p.m.,
C.B.S.; Sugar Bowl football game—Louisiana
State vs. Santa Clara, Sat, Jan. 1, 2 p.m,
N.B.C. red; Rose Bowl game—University of
Alabama vs. University of California, Sat.,
Jan. 1, 4:45 p.m., N.B.C. blue.

Recent Recommendations
MOVIES

People of France. Here is a film acted by and for
the masses, which is a brilliant testimony to the
political maturity of the French Communist
Party and provides one explanation of its rapid
growth.

PLAYS

Pins and Needles (Labor Stage, N.Y.). This
LL.G.W.U. production is the brightest, most
sparkling revue in many a season. Social sig-
nificance at its entertdining best.

Of Mice and Men (Music Box, N.Y.). John Stein-
beck’s warm novel of friendship between work-
ers expertly dramatized and extremely well
acted. ¢ ’

Julius Caesar (Mercury, N.Y.). Orson Welles’s
production of the Shakespearean play in mod-
ern clothes and with fascist overtures is one of
the highlights of the current season.

Golden Boy (Belasco, N.Y.). Clifford Odets’s new
play of a prizefighter is rich in social implica-
tions and still a story that grips for its own sake.
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SAXON

Printing Co., Ine.

73 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK,N. Y.
Specialists in

TRADE UNION and

| ORGANIZATION PRINTING

Phone us for an estimate on your next printing job

ALgonquin 4-0398

TROMKA

Exhibition of

PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS

December 26 to January 8
A. C. A. Gallery, 52 W. 8th St., N. Y. C.

“GOINGS-ON”

BETTATRBYTEBEEEEE

SEW UP JANUARY 12th
WITH THE NEW MASSES “PINS AND NEEDLES”
BENEFIT. Dial CAledonia 5-3076 for tickets. We
will reserve them for you. Do it now! We want
to see you there.
MERRYMAKERS' DANCE-SOCIALS, every Saturday

and Sunday Nite, Ballroom Hotel Imperial, Broadway
and 32nd St. Make worth-while contacts. Sub.: 40c.

FREE RECORDED CONCERTS at Workers Book-
shops, 50 East 13th Street, between 1—2 P. M. Selected
works of the masters. Records by courtesy of N. Y.
Band Instrument Co.

DO YOU NEED A SPEAKER? The New Masses has
organized its Lecture Bureau with a galaxy of Amer-
ica’s outstanding writers and thinkers. Call CA 5-3076.

CLASSIFIED ADS 40c a line

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers

AMPLIFIERS FOR RENT

DANCE MUSIC amplified from latest swing records.
Also loudspeakers for all occasions. White Sound
Studio, 47 West 86th Street. SChuyler 4-4449.

OFFICE FURNITURE

MONARCH DESK AND PARTITION CO., 940 I:’»'yvay,
22nd St. Desks, Chairs, Files, Office partitions,
Leather Furniture. 109, Discount with this ad.

T ARMY AND NAVY

LEATHER & SHEEPLINED wind breakers, breeches,
boots, Suede jackets, corduroy suits, hiking equip-
ment. Special rates to readers.

HUDSON ARMY & NAVY STORE
105 Third Avenue, Corner 13th Street New York

UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY

MEN AND WOMEN interested in earning good salary
selling New Masses. See George Clay, District Dis-
tributors, 37 East 12th Street, 2nd floor.

PICTURE FRAMES

FINE PICTURE FRAMING—Complete selection of
modern prints. Reasonable prices. Kanner Adel Frame
& Picture Co., 41 E. 29th S8t.,, N. Y. C. MU 4-2549.

CIRCULATING LIBRARIES

PROSPECT PEOPLES BOOKSHOP and circulating
library for Masses readers moved to 920 Prospect
Avenue, Bronx, near subway station.

WORKERS BOOKSHOP Circulating Library, 50 H.
13th Street, now fully restocked and reorganized. (Do
you like our new balcony ?) Join today. Nominal fees.

VOLUNTEERS

VOLUNTEER clerical workers to help in New Masses
%ircula‘tilzon campaign. Call at 31 East 27th Street,
oom

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers
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CHRISTMAS

GIEFT

That Count!

Give a gift that counts! Wishing your friends a Merry Christmas
doesn’t mean very much with a brand new depression all set and
guns popping all around us. (Even Santa Claus isn’t safe.) There’s
nothing like a gift subscription of the New Masses for yourself
or your friends. You get 52 gifts a year, each one full of ideas
that show how to bring about a real “Peace on Earth and Good
Will to All Men.”

NEW MASSES FOR A YEAR

with any one of the items listed here!

The total price of each combination offer is listed below.

SANTA CLAUS SAYS:

Take out a subscription for yourself and
send a book to a friend or vice versa. . . .
Send a subscription to one friend and the
book to another. . . . Even if you are already
a subscriber, take advantage of the gift
offer. We will extend your subscription. . . .
Send a gift subscription and the book to a
friend. . . . We have a special card for gift

1. Life and Death of a Spanish Town, by Elliott Paul . . . . . . . $575 e "

2. To Have and Have Not, by Ernest Hemingway . . . . . . . . $575 subscrlptlons‘ which can be sent from the
3. The Soviets, by Albert Rhys Williams . . . . . . . . . . . $5.50 New Masses in your name. Should you want
4. Art Young’s Inferno . . e v e e e« 4 s 5 4 $500 Christmas wrapping with your personal card
5. Little Golden America, by Ilf and Petrov e e e e e e+« « . $575 enclosed we will gladl).' accomm.odate you
6. Personal History, by Vincent Sheean . . . e e e e e« . $5.00 Postage free anywhere in the United States.
7. Soviet Communism, by Beatrice and Sidney Webb e e e e e . . 9750

8. I Write As I Please, by Walter Duranty . . . . . . . . . . $550

9. Man’s Worldly Goods, by Leo Huberman . . . . . . . . . . $575

10. The Chute, by Albert Halper . . . . e . e e« 4 4 $575

11. Socialized Medicine in the Soviet Union, by Henry E Stgertst . . . $7.00
12. Europa in Limbo, by Robert Briffault . . . . . . . . . . . . $575 P U ™  _gast 2/ T e
13. The Guggenheims, by Harvey O’Connor . . . . . . . . . . . $575
14. The Autobiography of Lincoln Steffens . . . . . . $5.50 E . bot

15. The Writer in a Changing World, edited by Henry Hart e+« .« . $575
16. 40,000 Against the Arctic, by H. P. Smolka . . . . . . . . . $6.50
17. Lenin’s Collected Works (8 volumes) . . . . . . . . . . . . $850
18. Making of a Hero, by Nicholas Ostrovski . .. . . $5.75

19. “Moscow Art Folio,” Thirty-five reproductions of masterp:eces of the
New Museum of Western Art in Moscow (regular price $15) . . . $8.50
20. Four Van Gogh Masterpieces. Zuave, Still Life, Blooming Apple Orchard
Cornfield. (These fine reproductions sell for $2 each retail, are suitable
for 13 x 17 inch frames) . . . . . « . « « « « « < 4 . . $575

These gifts are also offered together with a six-month subscription. The prices of this
combination are $1.75 less than those listed above.
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