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ESPONSE to last week’s announce-

ment of the forthcoming literary
supplement to the New MaAsses has
been immediate and positive. Editors
Michael Gold, Horace Gregory, Gran-
ville Hicks, and Joshua Kunitz are al-
ready busy with a pile of manuscripts.
Many authors have written to us of-
fering congratulations and codperation.
Albert Maltz writes: “I think the sup-
plement is a fine pro;ect . . .” Grace
Lumpkm writes: “It is very interest-
ing to hear about the new supplement
to the NEw MAsses. . . .” Ben Field
joins these and others in promising
mss. at an early date.

The first issue of the supplement, as
previously announced, will appear
.with the December 7 issue, and ‘regu-
larly with the first issue each month
thereafter. It will be distinctive in
format and bound separately from (but
issued together with) the regular mag-
azine. The supplement will consist of
sixteen pages, which in the course of
a year will permlt of publication of
material equal in quantity to two such
volumes as Proletarian Literature in
the United States. There will be no ad-
vance in price. This is an auspicious
moment, of course, to subscribe for the
NEw Masses so that you won’t slip up
on any of the special supplement issues.
And for those who do their Christmas
shopping early, the special supplement
will make a subscription to this maga-
zine an especially welcome gift.

The supplement will contain original
creative work in prose and poetry, crit-
ical essays, literary letters from abroad,
studies of literary personalities. and
discussions of questions important to
the development of Marxist culture. It
will seek to provide an outlet for the
best of that revolutionary writing
against which the pages of bourgeois
magazines are more and more being
closed. Tt will be more than a forum;
it is hoped to make it a source of in-
spiration and guidance in the literary
field. The need for such a publication
has been felt for a long time, and this
magazine within a magazine will at-
tempt to meet the need.

We reported some time ago that
Edwin Rolfe, formerly one of our staff,
had become edltor of the Polunteer for
Liberty, the organ of the English- speak-
ing members of the international anti-
fascist volunteers fighting with the
Spanish government forces. Rolfe has
sent us a biographical article on “El
Campesino,” the loyalist peasant gen-
eral whose military genius has become
a by-word among loyalists and rebels

alike. Watch for it next week or later.

What's What

S TUDENT organizations, little
theater groups, and similar bodies
will be interested to know that the
National Service Bureau of the Fed-
eral Theatre Project has prepared a
list of anti-war plays, both royalty and
non-royalty, in English and other lan-
guages, which can be had on applica-
tion to the Bureau at 1697 Broadway,
New York. Other lists of plays are
also available, including a group of
youth plays prepared by the writers
of the Federal Theatre Project in col-
laboration with the National Youth
Administration.

Our own Robert Forsythe has been
booked on a new Federal Theatre
Project radio program entitled “Ex-

BETWEEN OURSELVES

ploring the Arts and Sciences,” which

is being air-waved from Station
WQXR (New York and vicinity) Fri-
day evenings at 9:45. He will speak

‘November 19 on the nature of Amer-

ican humor. The week following Hey-
wood Broun will speak on the freedom
of the press.

Ludwig Renn, the noted German
novelist and soldier, will be the prin-
cipal speaker at a meeting on Spain
called by the North American Com-
mittee to Aid Spanish Democracy on
Tuesday, November 9, at Witherspoon
Hall, Philadelphia. Ludwig Renn, the
pen name of Baron Arnold Friedrich
von Golssenau, turned to writing after
serving as an officer in the kaiser’s
army during the war. He was arrested
on the night of the Reichstag fire un-
der the charge of “preparing treason,”
and imprisoned for two years by the
Nazis. In 1936, upon the outbreak of
the Spanish rebellion, he went to Spain
to form the world famous international
brigades, of which he is now chief of
staff.

A group of woodcuts by Dan Rico,
several of which have been reproduced

THIS

in the NEw Masses, are on exhibition
at the Village Galleries in New York
City until November 30.

Sid Gotcliffe’s  exhibition, “New
York in Linoleum Cuts,” at the New
School for Social Research in New
York City until November 24, also con-
tains many prints which have appeared
in these pages.

A series of anti-Nazi radio broad-
casts has been started by the Citizens’
Anti-Nazi Committee of Philadelphia,
which was recently instrumental in
putting a crimp in Nazi propaganda
there by bringing heavy mass pressure
to bear on merchants to remove their
names and advertising from the pages
of the Nazi Deutscher Weckruf und
Beobachter. The broadcasts, which be-
gan this week, are held weekly over
Station WIP, Thursdays at 8 p.m.

The Progressive Press Club has been
formed in Chicago in support of the
forthcoming daily people’s paper servic-
ing Chicago and the Middle West. The
club, at 77 Washington St., is sponsor-
ing a series of activities of various
sorts in support of the forthcoming
paper, and launched its campaign
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Election Day with a talk by Professor
M. Sharp.

Who's Who

BRUCE MinToN and John Stuart, whe
wrote the current Men Who Lead
Labor (parts of which first appeared
in the New Masses), are now in
Spain, where they are compiling mate-
rial for a second collaboration. The
projected volume will be a socio-
economic study of Spain and the issues
in the Spanish war. . . . David Ram-
sey wrote our recent report on the At-
lantic City conference of the C.I.O.,
and has contributed other articles
from time to time on labor, political,
and economic subjects. . . . Louis B.
Boudin is, as noted previously, an out-
standing American constitutional law-
yer, being a frequent contributor to the
Yale, Harvard, Columbia, and other
law reviews and to the Political
Science Quarterly. . . . William L.
Standard is attorney for the National
Maritime Union, and also for the C.I.O.
Maritime Committee engaged in organ-
izing inland boatmen and longshore-
men. He was attorney for the crew of
the §.8. Texan and is a member of the
Morro Castle Proctors’ Committee en-
gaged in prosecuting civil claims
against the Ward Line. . . . Edwin
Berry Burgum is associate professor of
English at New York University. . .

Herman Michelson, editor of the New
Masses, recently returned from an ex-
tended stay in the Soviet Union. . . .
Millen Brand, who has written for us
before, is the author of The Outward
Room, one of last season’s best-selling
novels which, like the book Mr. Brand
reviews in this issue, dealt with mental

illness. . . . Clarence Weinstock is the
editor of Art Front. . . . Crockett
Johnson is art editor of the New

Masses. . . . Eleanor Flexner is one of
our corps of theater reviewers.

Flashbacks

“HISTORY will not forgive delay
by revolutionists who could be
victorious today (and will be vic-
torious today) while they risk losing
much tomorrow,” Lenin wrote to the
members of the Central Committee of
the Russian Communist Party on the
evening of November 6, 1917. “The
government is tottering,” he continued.
“We must deal it the death blow at
any cost. To delay action is the same
as death.” Finishing the letter, he dis-
guised himself, left his quarters, and
took direct charge of the forces which
made the following day, November 7,
the birthday of the Russian Revolution.

. Seven hundred policemen, aided by
federal and state agents, raided seven-
ty-three radical headquarters in New
York City on the evening of November
8, 1919, paying tribute in their own
way to the second anniversary of the
Russian Revolution. Twenty-five tons
of literature were seized in these
Lusk raids, and a thousand friends of
labor. . . . Not to be outdone, Congress,
two days later, refused to seat Mil-
waukee’s duly elected representative,.
Victor L. Berger, a Socialist. . . . And
we note in this week of election returns
that November 6 is the anniversary of
the first election of an American labor-
party candidate. Ebenezer Ford, car-
penter. was chosen for the New York
State Assembly on the Workingmen's
ticket on this day in 1829.
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Lithograph by Herschel Levit

The Soviets’ Greatest Achievement

Twenty years after the revolution socialist humanism
as a conception of the world is triumphant in the U.S.S.R.

HE peoples of the U.S.S.R. are this
I week celebrating the twentieth anniver-
sary of the great socialist revolution.
Words, dithyrambs, and pzans seem hollow
in the face of the one all-important and un-
alterable fact that for the first time in the
history of mankind, the working masses of a
great country have not only seized power, but
have held it; have not only held it, but have
enormously increased it—in two decades of
bitter struggle and superhuman effort. Crush-
ing counter-revolution, repelling invasion,
overcoming famine, removing the causes of
national friction within the Union, building
a powerful revolutionary army, the workers
and peasants of the U.S.S.R. have created a
modern industry and agriculture, eliminated
the old parasitic classes, and erected a mighty
socialist fortress that stretches impregnably
from the Baltic to the Pacific and from the
Arctic to the Pamirs.
An adequate survey of all these achieve-
ments would require volumes. In my previous

By Joshua Kunitz

articles in this series, I have attempted in
some small measure to show how within
twenty short years the workers and peasants
of the Soviet Union succeeded in solving the
crucial economic and social problems that con-
fronted them. In this article I wish to con-
clude with a brief discussion of Soviet attain-
ments in the realm of the “spirit.” After all,
the most convincing proof that Soviet indus-
try and agriculture are progressing excellently
and that the economic condition of the Soviet
masses has improved immeasurably, would
matter little if it could be established, as Mr.
Harold Denny maintains in the New York
Times, that “from a moral standpoint and
from the standpoint of spiritual and ethical
imponderables . . . the Soviet regime has been
disastrous.”” There is, of course, no univer-
sally acceptable standard for “imponderables.”
Elusive and vague, they yield to neither quan-
titative nor qualitative analysis. Yet, in a
general way, it is no doubt true that material
well-being is not everything; and that if Mr.

Denny’s report concerning the disastrous
spiritual effect of the Soviet regime is true,
then the road traversed by the Soviet peoples
during the last twenty years is indeed a waste,
devoid of all meaning and value.

But consistency, as has been demonstrated
in this series before, is not one of Harold
Denny’s outstanding virtues. It is character-
istic of his reportorial method that elsewhere
in his article he manages to ignore what he
had just declared to be an incontrovertible
fact and proceeds to expatiate on the “range
and vitality of the Soviet arts,” admitting that
“from a cultural standpoint the Soviet Union
can point to many fine achievements,” that
the “Soviet government lavishes support upon
science,” that the “Soviet has pursued a highly
enlightened policy in regard to music, the
theater, and to a certain extent literature,”
and that the “Soviet’s efforts in education are
worthy of the highest praise.”

Now culture—the theater, music, literature,
science, cinematography, education, explora-
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tion, etc.—belongs to what may be called the
realm of the “imponderables,” the “spirit.”
And it is somewhat difficult to see how Mr.
Denny can square “many fine cultural achieve-
ments’”’ with a regime that from the standpoint
of spiritual imponderables has been “disas-
trous,”

That the cultural achievements have been
“many” and “fine” there can be little doubt,
as even a brief glance at the following figures
will show. (I know that people detest statis-
tics, nevertheless I urge the reader not to skip
them, but, on the contrary, to study, ponder,
and absorb them. They are exhilarating.)

In 1914-15 czarist Russia had 7,800,000
students in its elementary and secondary
schools; in 1937 the total number of students
in the Soviet elementary and secondary schools
was over 30,000,000. In 1914-15, czarist Rus-
sia had 91 higher institutions of learning with
a student body of slightly more than 124,000;
in 1935-36 the Soviet Union had 595 such
institutions with 524,800 students; in 1937
the graduating classes alone comprised 93,800
students. These figures do not take into ac-
count the various schools for adults, the count-
less study circles, and the classes all over the
country for “liquidating” illiteracy.

In 1914 czarist Russia had 12,600 libraries
with 8,000,000 books.  In 1936 the Soviet
Union had 55,400 libraries with 115,600,000
books. :

In 1913 czarist Russia had 859 newspapers
with a total circulation of 2,700,000; in 1936
the Soviet Union had 9250 newspapers with
a total circulation of 38,000,000.

In 1913 czarist Russia published 26,200
books with a total circulation of 86,700,000;
in 1936, the Soviet Union published 43,300
books with a total circulation of 571,000,000.

In 1914 czarist Russia had 176 theaters
and circuses; in 1936 the Soviet Union had
724 theaters and circuses.

In 1914 czarist Russia had 112 museums;
in 1936 Soviet Russia had 738 museums.

In 1914 czarist Russia had all together 200
clubs and cottage libraries; in 1936 the Soviet
Union had 71,200 such institutions.

These are cold figures. They do not tell
the whole story. The appetite for culture,
enormously stimulated by the revolution, has
hardly been satisfied. There is a great hunger
in the land, a hunger for schools, books, news-
papers, theaters, musical instruments, radios.
The supply cannot possibly keep pace with the
mounting demand. And if the figures cited
above bear witness to the splendid progress of
the Soviet spirit, the rising clamor for more
and ever more “cultural wares” suggests that
what we have witnessed so far is just the be-
ginning of an advance whose potentialities
cannot now be even remotely envisaged.

Let me illustrate. Last spring the Writers’
Union in Moscow hit upon the novel idea of
declaring May 24 a “poetry day.” The Cen-
tral Park of Culture and Rest had set aside a

_special poets’ section and had decorited it with

huge portraits under which were placed tables
and chairs. A poet was assigned to each table.
From noon on, the poets were stationed there,

each at his appointed place. They read poems
submitted to them by the public, criticized,
offered expert advice, and answered all possi-
ble questions pertaining to poetry, poets, and
the poetic life of the country. The whole day
the poets’ section was crowded with young
people. The poets, thrilled and perspired,
valiantly went through with their task. The
formal part of the celebration took place in
the evening. The open-air stages in all the
city parks were taken over by the poets. The
public, having been notified in advance where
the various poets would appear, there was a
minimum of confusion: people went to those
points where they knew they would see and
hear their favorites. :

I chose to go to the Green Theater in the
Central Park of Culture and Rest. Though
tickets were fairly expensive, about sixteen
thousand poetry enthusiasts crowded the huge
amphitheater. On the brightly illumined plat-
form, seated at a long table were fifteen popu-
lar poets: Golodny, Surkov, Althausen, Hidas,
Svetlov, Zharov, Utkin, and others. Each
poet recited one of his more popular poems.
In not a few cases, acceding to the clamorous
demand from the audience, poets read encores.
Then opera stars rendered songs composed to
the verses written by the poets present. The
response to both the poetry and the songs was
more than tumultuous.

Similar crowds of poetry lovers had assem-
bled around the platforms in the other parks.
The whole experiment proved such a colossal
success that the writers’ organization is con-
sidering declaring May 24 an annual poetry
day for the whole country.

I can think of no capitalist land where such
a poetry day ever occurred to anyone even
as a utopian idea. Yet in the Soviet atmos-
phere such occurrences, such evidences of
“spiritual disaster,” seem almost commonplace,
and foreign correspondents do not even trouble
to mention them in their dispatches.

Take the upsurge of folk art in the Soviet
Union. In Dawn over Samarkand, published
several years ago, I cited numerous examples
of the beautiful poetry that is being created
by the Uzbek and Tadjik bards. I then wrote:

If numbers and statistics afford an abjective stand-
ard of Soviet achievement, the reaction of the Soviet
peoples to those achievements, the subjective element
is most clearly reflected in their folk-songs, legends,
plays, and literature. In a sense, the nameless folk
bards tell us more about the effect of the revolution
than mountains of official statistics and libraries-full

H. S. Rile
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of ponderous tomes of interpretations by foreign
observers, travelers, and newspaper correspondents
can possibly convey. . ..

While the enemies of the Bolshevik revolution all
over the capitalist world are shedding crocodile
tears over the tyranny, despotism, hunger, drabness,
and horrors of the Soviet regime, the “Soviet folk
sings,” the “sweet-tongued” paets of Soviet Asia, in
the words of the anonymous Tadjik bard, sing of
their freedom, sing about an airplane, sing of
beautiful future days, make songs about Lenin. . . .
The unprecedented sense of release brought by the
revolution has found expression in countless poems
and folksongs in all the languages in the Soviet
Union.

What I wrote then still holds true. I have
before me a comprehensive collection of folk
poetry published in the Soviet Union in connec-
tion with the twentieth anniversary of the rev-
olution. Almost all of the peoples in the
U.S.SR. are represented, and almost every
phase of Soviet life is reflected. The plaintive
note that characterized so much of the pre-
revolutionary folk poetry is absent. A spirit
of joy, vigor, confidence in the future, and,
above all, a delightfully wholesome realism
distinguish the collection. Such is the folk
spirit under the Soviets. And regardless of
where the folk bards sing, whether in the
mountains of the Caucasus or on the tundras
of Siberia, in the forests of Karelia or on the
steppes of the Ukraine, the leitmotif is every-
where and always the same—Ilove for the so-
cialist fatherland and faith in the ultimate
triumph of socialism throughout the world.

If space permitted, I could demonstrate that
the same joy and the same faith permeate the
Soviet theater, dance, music, literature, phil-
osophy, and science. But it would scarcely be
necessary. There is one Soviet art that is
quite accessible to the American public, and
that is the art of the motion picture. All one has
to do is recall such movies as the Road to
Life, Three Songs of Lenin, Chapayev, We
Are from Kronstadt, The Last Night, the
Baltic Deputy; and the wail about the “disas-
trous” moral and spiritual effect of the Soviet
regime will be recognized for what it really is
—an imposition on the credulity of the
reader.

The point is that the bourgeois correspond-
ent’s “moral standpoint,” whether he knows
it or not, is a class standpoint. He does not
seem to realize that in order to understand
the behavior of any group, one must try to
understand its moral postulates. The same
situation may elicit different moral judgments
from people of different class interests and
sympathies. For example, striking workers re-
gard a strikebreaker as a scab, a traitor, and
consider it their moral duty to prevent him
from working, by persuasion or force. The
factory owner, on the other hand, regards the
scab as a savior, and the strikers as immoral
monsters who are infringing on the personal
freedom of himself as well as the scab.

I remember discussing Fallada’s Little
Man, W hat Now? with a young Soviet critic.
The young man was deeply distressed by the
“terrible poison of pessimism’ that pervaded
most of the works of contemporary Western
European and American writers, To this
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“There’s a definite upswing. They say Hitler and Mussolini plan to
save the whole world from communism.”

youthful Soviet citizen nothing could have been
more devastating than a system of society such
as he saw revealed in those books—‘a system
that oppresses and tortures people.” It may
surprise some Americans that the young Soviet
critic did not like these pessimistic books,
despite their mordant exposés of capitalism.
He felt that in depicting people as crushed
and insignificant, degenerate and cowardly,
without a trace of human self-respect or dig-
nity, without any will left for resistance and
struggle, these books actually helped the capi-
talists to keep the masses in subjection, under-
mining their belief in their own power and in
the purposefulness of struggle. “Escape ?” these
books seem to say, “There is none. Man is
doomed to suffer. . . . All struggle is fu-
tile. . . .” Implicit in the ‘“bourgeois mixture
of pity and contempt,” the Soviet critic
thought, was a corroding disbelief in man, an
attitude, he proudly contended, that was
“thoroughly alien to the system of human re-
lations prevailing in the Soviet Union, a sys-
tem based on a passionate faith in man, on a
" deep sense of the great spiritual potentialities
of the masses, and.on an absolute confidence in
the final victory over capitalism.”

Imagine quoting to this young man Harold
Denny’s observation. He would burst into
peals of Homeric laughter. Without a single
moment’s hesitation he would attack the
phariseeism and hypocrisy of capitalist moral-
ity. He would point to the periodic eco-
nomic crises, chronic unemployment, inse-
curity, cut-throat competition, profit chasing,
exploitation of man by man, cynicism in poli-
tics, crookedness in diplomacy, and sensational-
ism in the press as factors responsible for the
demoralization of life under capitalism. He
would quote books written under capitalism to
show that youth in the capitalist countries was
frustrated by the lack of opportunity, that
under capitalism people could not freely choose
their careers; they could not marry or have
children. He would prove that it was money
and the pursuit of money that dominated the

whole of capitalist society, and that chauvin-
ism, race hatred, religious prejudice, racketeer-
ing, gangsterism, lynchings, and pogroms were
all inherent in the capitalist regime. And I
doubt that the bourgeois critic would have very
much of a defense.

THE MORAL POSTULATE underlying all of
Soviet life, its art and literature, its law and
justice, has been clearly formulated by Lenin
when he stated that the primary principle of
Bolshevik morality is to do “everything that
is necessary for the annihilation of the old
exploiting social order and for the uniting of
the proletariat.” What Lenin particularly
stressed was ‘“‘close discipline” in the “con-
scious war against the exploiters.” This same
concept was also suggested by Stalin when he
said that his life would be “utterly aimless”
if every step taken by him were not taken for
the purpose of improving the conditions of the
working class.

A more elaborate statement of Soviet ethics
was given in a recent issue of the newspaper
Pravda, the central organ of the Communist
Party of the U.S.S.R. In discussing the
“Moral Countenance of a Bolshevik,” Pravda
editorially declared in part:

Our ethics are subject to the interests of the class
struggle of the proletariat and are deduced from the
greatest struggle in human history for the establish-
ment of a new socialist society, a new psychology,
a new complex of feelings, conceptions, and habits
among millions of toilers. Man changes in the ac-
tive process of socialist construction. By refashion-
ing one-sixth of the world, the workers—the leading
class in our country—refashion not only themselves,
but also the peasantry and the intelligentsia, and
develop among all toilers new socialist qualities, new
attitudes toward .labor, the state, the collective, and
society. . . . Socialist humanism implies absolute
consecration to principle and ruthless struggle,
without any bourgeois sentimentality, against each
and every enemy of the revolution. . . . There can
be no higher aim than to live and create in the
name of Communism for the benefit of the millions;
than to prepare for the coming battles. . . . We are
creators of our own destiny, we have ourselves
created our norms of human conduct, our morality,

"this there is no tolerance.
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and ethics. Communism carries with it not asceti-
cism, but the joy of living, vigor, multifariousness of
spiritual interests, the flowering of the free person-

ality. . . .

If T were asked to sum up in one phrase
all of Soviet culture and ethics, all of that
vast complex of imponderables which give
meaning and value to Soviet life, I should un-
hesitatingly say socialist humanism. Though
he did not use the term, my friend, the young
Soviet critic, actually expressed the socialist
humanist credo. Soviet civilization, the sys-
tem of human relations prevailing in the Soviet
Union, is based on a passionate faith in and
love for man, both as an individual and as a
member of the toilers’ democracy; an unswerv-
ing faith in the purposefulness of life and in
the ability of the masses to mold the world
nearer to their hearts’ desire. Vigor, dyna-
mism, revolutionary optimism, and a keen
sense of reality are features of socialist hu-
manism—these, and a broad, all-embracing,
working-class internationalism.

Naturally, the more intense the love for
humanity, for the freedom and dignity of
man’s personality, the more intense the hatred
for the enemies of humanity, for the despoilers
of human freedom and the detractors of man’s
personality. The ethics of the ravishers of
Ethiopia, Spain, and China are the very anti-
thesis of the socialist humanist ideal, and for
To the average
Soviet citizen there can be nothing so morally
disastrous as, for instance, the monstrous tol-
erance or monstrous cowardice which the
bourgeois “humanitarians” and ‘“‘democrats”
manifest with regard to the worst enemies of
progress and humanity—the fascists. For the
fascists, as for anyone who for whatever osten-
sibly “tactical,” or “political,” or “revolution-
ary” reason will form alliances with them, the
average Soviet citizen has nothing but a burn-
ing hatred.

Socialist humanism can be neither soft nor
sentimental ; it is sternly realistic, and its de-
testation of oppression, exploitation, and
chauvinism is the psychological counterpart of
its regard for the human being. Mr. Denny
sees in the austere punishment meted out to
the fascist spies and agents a sign of moral
disaster. He does not understand that the
Soviet citizen’s approval of the ruthless exter-
mination of the fascists and their spying,
wrecking, and sabotaging agents within the
Soviet Union is the psychological concomitant
of his readiness to lay down his own life for
the defense of socialist democracy.

In the midst of the frightened, desperate,
brutalized madhouse of decaying capitalism,
the exalted, forward-looking, socialist-humanist
conception of the world and man’s heroic role
in refashioning it, implanted in millions of So-
viet hearts, should be counted among the most
monumental achievements of twenty years of
Soviet power and among the most precious
contributions that Soviet democracy has made
to the working masses of the world.

(This is the last of a series of four articles
on the Soviet Union by Joshua Kunitz.)
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Mr. Dooley on Spain

In which a famous character in American journalism and his
Jriend Mr. Hennessy mull over the Catholic Church position

It's obvious that if Abe Lincoln were alive to-
day, or Thomas Jefferson, they would be on the
side of the Spanish people against the fascist land-
lords. But I also claim that if Mr. Dooley were
alive, he would be on the same side, too. So I have
cribbed a few extracts from his famous conversa-
tions of forty years ago to prove my contention. See
if I'm wrong.—M. G.

“I SEE be the papers,” said Mr. Hen-
nessy, “that the Deuce has consinted
to the playdin’ of England, and has
took his sodgers out iv Spain.”

“Ay,” said Mr. Dooley, “’tis gly-orious
fun. I fair shplit me underwear laughin’.
Whiniver the wurrld is milincholy, England
cuts a pr-rank or two, to relayve the sitera-
tion. Them British lor-rds has chased the
glooms from Hindus, African Boors, and even
us miserable Ir-rish. Now they seen there
was sorrow in Spain, and leppt into the
braych wit’ the old Sassenach joke-book.
Noblis obliged. Them lor-rds has hearts big
as a five-pound note, Hinnissy, and their
ginirosity is only axcaded be the jan-yus of
their invintions.

“That Deuce could nivver have thought up
this gr-rat ivacuation game for amusin’ the
gloom-shtruck Span-yards. The Deuce is one
of your fire-atin’, wife-batin’, proud barbers,
to whom laughter is a mhor-tal insoolt. *T'was
the jan-yel British landlor-rds give him the
idee. No Ir-rishman can mistake the stoy-le
of it.”

Mr. Hennessy frowned. “I’'m all distracted
wit’ Spain,” he confessed. “Father Donahue
says it's a war of the Pope agin the Arny-
chists. Now ye say England is wit’ us. That
makes me on-aisy.”

“I don’t know much about Arnychists,”
said Mr. Dooley. “We had them here in
Chi-cago, wanst. They wint against polismen,
mostly. Mebbe that’s because polismen is th’
nearest things to kings they cud find in Chi-
cago. But, annyhow, I sometimes think I
know why they’re Arnychists somewhere, and
why they ain’t in other places.

“It minds me iv what happened wanst in
me cousin Terence’s fam’ly. They was livin’
down near Healey’s slough in wan iv thim
o’ Doherty’s houses—not Doherty that ye
know, the j’iner, a good man whin he don’t
drink. No, 'twas an ol’ grouch iv a man be
th’ name iv Malachi Doherty that used to
keep five-day notices in his thrunk, and owned
his own privit justice iv th’ peace.

“Me cousin Terence was as dacint a man
as iver shoed a hor-rse; an’ his wife was a
good woman, too, though I niver took much
to th’ Dolans. Fr'm Tipperary, they was, an’

By Michael Gold

too handy throwin’ things at ye. But he had
a nice fam’ly growin’ up, an’ I niver knowed
people that lived together more quiet and
amyable. "T'was good f'r to see thim settin’
ar-round th’ parlor, Terence spellin’ out the
newspaper, and his good woman mendin’
socks, and Honoria playin’ th’ ‘Vale iv Avoca’
on th’ pianny, and th’ kids r-rowlin’ on th’
flure.

“But wan day it happened that that whole
fam’ly began to rasp on wan another.
Honoria’d set down at th’ pianny, an’ th’ old
man’d growl: ‘For th’ love iv th’ saints, close
down that hurdy-gurdy, and lave a man injye
his headache!” An’ the good woman scolded
Terence, an’ the kids pulled th’ leg fr'm under
the stove; an’ whin the big boy Mike come
home fr'm Omaha, he found none iv thim
speakin’ to th’ others.

“He cud do nawthin’, and he wint f'r
Father Kelly. Father Kelly sniffed th’ air

}<©

whin he come in, an’ says he, ‘Terence, what’s
the matter with yer catch basin?’

“‘I dinnaw,’ growled Terence. “Well,
says Father Kelly, ‘ye put on yer hat this
minyit, and go out fr a plumber,’ he says.
‘I’'m not needed here, he says. ‘Yer souls
ar-re all r-right,’ he says, ‘but your plumbing
system is out of order,” he says. ‘Fetch in a
plumber,’ he says, ‘whilst I go down to land-
lor-rd Doherty and make him think his lease on
th’ hereafter is defective,” he says.”

“YE'RE RIGHT,” says Mr. Hennessy, who had
followed the argument dimly.

“Iv coorse I'm right,” said Mr. Dooley.
“What they need over there in Spain is not
a priest, but a plumber.”

“It’s a mess,” muttered Mr. Hennessy.
“Plumbin’ or no, Father Donahue says Hitler
is a murderin’ atheist who deshtroys priests
and nuns. But he’s on our side in Spain.”

“Mussolini, Roosevelt, Spain, Wally, Edward, Hitler, Japan, Lewis, C.1.0.,

China, Supreme Court, Russia. .

. . They all give me a big laugh!”
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“He is,” said Mr. Dooley.

“An’ them black heathen Moors, be they
wit’ us or wit’ the Arnychists?”’

“They’re our own bhoys,” said Mr. Dooley.

“And th’ Deuce,” Mr. Hennessy asked sus-
piciously, “he’s a bit iv a black-hearted, howl-
in’ atheist, too, ain’t he, Dooley ?”

“That he is.”

Mr. Hennessy scratched his skull with his
pipe, and spat in disgust. “It’s a mess,” he
repeated, “and it’s onnatural. Why would all
them Protestant atheists and priest-killers be
fightin’ for the Pope?”

“Ye must ask Father Donahue,” said Mr.
Dooley. “ *Tis a tay-ological question too deep
for a saloon-keeper like meself. But I remim-
ber that when hot-headed young Father Kelly
made a fracas wit’ his queer idees about plumb-
in’, Doherty the landlord immayjiately called
on his owld frind, the bishop. And in a wink,
ye might say, Father Kelly was thransferred
to a pray-ree parish where there’s no tinimints
to keep a young priest away from his midita-
tions. In the slough, all wint on peaceful as
befure, and the plumbin’ ain’t fixed yit.”

“Maynin’ what?” said Mr. Hennessy, bel-
ligerently. “That the Pope is on the side of
landlor-rds?”

“I dinnaw,” said Mr. Dooley. “But I'm
thinkin’ there must be some Britisher has the
ear of the Pope. The Span-yards is foightin’
for a bit of land, like us Dooleys has fought
in Ir-reland for nine ginirations. Readin’ the

papers these days makes me feel homesick for -

me youth. Sure, I must have some cousins in
Spain, the resimblance is so startlin’. Now
why would the Pope be foightin’ agin all
those Spanish Dooleys, onless some rascal was
decayvin’ him?”

“Me own grandfather was hung in the
famine for reymovin’ a bloodsuckin’ land-
lor-rd,” said Mr. Hennessy gloomily. “But
it’s different in Spain. The landlor-rds there
is Catholic, and the other side is Rooshian
Arnychists.”

“No Dooley was iver a Rooshian Arnych-
ist,” said Mr. Dooley calmly. “I deny that,
Hinnissy. And I rimimber ye're grandfather,
Hinnissy; I'll tell ye of him. *Twas a Catho-
lic landlor-rd he kilt; we had them in Ireland,
too. I was a little bit iv a kid thin, hardly
high enough to look into the pot iv stirabout
on th’ peat fire. Dorsey was the landlord’s
name—Willum Edmund Fitzgerald Dorsey,
justice iv th’ peace, mimber iv Parlyment. No
one knew how much land that man had in
his own r-right. Ye cud walk f'r a day with-
out lavin’ it, bog an’ oat-field and pasthure
and game presarves. He was smothered wit’
money, and he lived in a house big as the
Blackstone Hotel,

“He had the r-reputation iv bein’ a good
landlor-rd so long as th’ crops come regular.
He was vilent, it’s thrue, an’ ’d as lave as not
cut a farmer acrost th’ face wit’ his whip f'r
crossin’ the thrail iv th’ fox; f'r this Dorsey
was a gr-reat huntsman, bad scran to his evil
face.

“But he was liberal with his money, and
Hinnissy, that’s a thrait kivers a multitude iv

sins. He give freely to th’ church, and was
as gin'rous to the priest as to the parson. He
had the gintry f'r miles around to his big
house f'r balls and dinners and huntin’ meet-
in’s, and half the little shopkeepers in the
neighborin’ town lived on the money he spint
f'r the things he didn’t bring from Dublin or
London. ,

“But wan year there was a flood iv rain, an’
th’ next year another flood, an’ th’ third year
there wasn’t a lumper turned up that wasn’t
black-blue to th’ heart. We was betther off
than most, and we suffered our share, Gawd
knows; but thim that was scrapin’ the sod
f'r a bare livin’ fr'm day to day perished like
cattle in the field.

“Then come th’ writs and th’ evictions.
Th’ bailiffs drove out in squads, seizin’ cattle
and turnin’ people into the r-roads. Nawthin’
would soften th’ hear-rt iv Dorsey. I seen the
priest and th’ ’Piscopal ministher dhrivin’ over
to plead with him wan night; an’ the good
man stopped at our house comin’ back, and
spent th’ night with us.

“I heerd him tell me father what Dorsey
said. ‘Haven’t I been lib’ral with me people ?’
he says. ‘Haven’t I given freely to ye're
churches? Haven’t I put up soup-houses an’
dishtributed blankets whin th’ weather was
cold? Haven't I kept th’ shopkeepers iv the
town beyant fr'm starvin’ be thradin’ with
thim? But I'll have me rights. These here
people owes their rent, and I'll get th’ rent or
th’ farms if I have to call on ivry rig’mint
fr'm Bombay to Cape Clear, an’ turn ivry
oat-field into a pasture f'r me cattle. I stand
on th’ law. I'm a just man, an’ I ask no more
thin what belongs to me.’

“Well, ivry night they was a party in his
big house on th’ hill, with lor-rds come fr'm
miles around. Th’ tinants trudgin’ over the

muddy roads with the cops chasin’ after thim
cud see the light poorin’ fr'm th’ big house
and hear Devine’s band playin’ to th’ dancers.
Th’ shopkeepers lived in clover, and thanked
hivin fr a good landlor-rd. But wan avenin’
come by a black man be th’ name iv Hinnissy,
ye’re grandfather it was, that had thramped
acrost th’ hills from Galway just in time to
rent f'r th’ potato rot. He was takin’ his sick
babby in his arms and from the road seen the
music and th’ dancin’ and th’ lights on th’
hill. An’ th’ babby died not long after, and
ye’re grandfather wint an’ hid himself in a
hedge along th’ same road with a shotgun
loaded -with hardware under his coat.

“Th’ Irish ar’re poor marksmen, Hinnissy,
except whin they fire in platoons; but whin
Dorsey loomed up in th’ moonlight on his big
black horse he cud no more be missed thin’
th’ r-rock iv Cashel. He niver knowed what
hit him; an’ Pether th’ Packer come down
th’ followin’ month, an’ a jury iv shopkeepers
hanged Hinnissy so fast it med even th’ judge
smile.”

“Well,” said Mr. Hennessy, “it was mur-
dher, an’ 1 suppose he desarved it, though th’
provocation was gr-reat, an’ I'd ’ve starved
to death befure I'd give th’ verdict.”

“But ye've cast ye’re verdict against th’
Spanish Hinnissys,” said Mr. Dooley.

“Are ye with th® Pope or aginst him?”
Hennessy demanded, hotly. ‘“That’s th’ argy-
ment now, Dooley.”

“T am with th’ Pope, here and hereafter,”
said Mr. Dooley, “but I can’t go agin a poor
Dooley or Hinnissy, even whin he’s a Span-
yard. Shure, Hinnissy, there’s Catholics on
both sides in Spain. It’s not a fight over tay-
ology, as I see it, but a battle over plumbin’,
potatoes, and landlor-rds like Dorsey. Ye
shud ask Father Kelly.”
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Franco Aims at the Mines

The fascist éampaigns have been directed toward the capture of
mines, the scramble for which may yet split Germany and Italy

By Bruce Minton and John Stuart

VALENCIA.
VERY offensive initiated by the Span-
E ish fascist army, with the exception of
the abortive attempt to enter Madrid,
has had a definite and immediate economic
objective—the seizure of mines and mineral
deposits. Spain is one of the richest European
countries in minerals of almost every descrip-
tion, and the fascist plan of attack reveals their
obsession with these reserves. The offensive
-against Madrid only proves the point: a quick
thrust, if it succeeded in overwhelming the
capital, would have served, the fascists hoped,
to demoralize the government forces and to
clinch victory without further tedious and
costly delay. And truly Madrid’s capture in
the fall of 1936 would have been a severe
psychological, if not a tactically mortal, blow
to the republic.

The seven other major offensives launched
by Franco aimed straight at the mines. In the
province of Cordoba, the fascists occupied the
Penarroya coal deposits, forty miles northwest
of the city of Cordoba. Some miles east of
Penarroya, Franco was stopped before his
army reached Linares, site of the third largest
lead-producing mines in Spain. At Puertol-
lano, the rebels again attempted without suc-
cess to seize the coal fields and what attracted
them even more, the Almaden mercury mines,
richest and largest in the world. On the
Aragon front, the insurgents thrust toward
the Utrillas coal mines of Teruel. This region
formerly produced more lignite than any
other section of Spain, and embraced the sec-
ond largest coal reserve as well as the third
largest iron deposits on the peninsula. Here
the fascists could also obtain sulphur. But
again the rebels failed quite to reach the prize.

The North, however, fared badly, because
its position made communications between the
Basque country and the rest of loyalist Spain
almost impossible, and sufficient military aid
out of the question. The capture of Bilbao
and Santander gave the rebels, mines which
produced more iron in 1935 than any other
area of Spain, as well as other deposits that
accounted for approximately 9o percent of the
zinc produced in Spain. At this writing,
Gijon has not yet fallen, but its capture would
give Franco control over Asturian iron and the
large coal reserves that accounted for four-
fifths of the country’s coal production prior to
the rebellion.

Today the mineral wealth of Spain is held
almost equally by the rebels and the govern-
ment. The richest province that has been oc-
cupied by the fascists since the outbreak of
the rebellion is Huelva, bordering Portugal
on the west and the Gulf of Cadiz on the

south., Here are found 485 million. tons of
pyrite deposits, 50 percent of the world’s re-
serves. Here also the insurgents control sul-
phur mines which produced 18,000 tons in
1934, over twice as much sulphur as all the
rest of Spain; some manganese; and all the
copper so far exploited on the peninsula along
with reserves of more than 200 million tons.
At Beleares they possess lignite, of which
33,820 tons was mined in 1934. They hold
the vast potash basin of Navarre, as yet un-
exploited and only recently discovered, but
with a potential yield of close to 100 million
tons of potassium salts. There is some lead
and much iron—a reserve of probably 27 mil-
lion tons—near Santander, and the zinc pro-
duced in this region, (6040 tons in Decem-
ber 1935) exceeded by ten times the volume
produced by any other zinc mines in Spain.
The iron mines of Morocco, also in fascist
hands, yield ore of which 65 percent is metal.
They possess probable reserves of 354 million
tons of coal in Penarroya, Palencia, and Leon,
reserves of over 360 million tons in Galicia,
Leon, the Basque country, and Navarre.

For its part, the government retains the
mercury deposits of Almaden, unequaled in
quality and quantity anywhere in the world.
Moreover, 80 percent of the lead mines re-
main in loyalist territory, plus all the potash
(except the unexploited deposits of Navarre).
In addition, the republic holds the largest
reserves of coal, some iron, a little zinc and
sulphur, and unworked deposits of pyrites.

SucH a listing of minerals held by the rebels
and the republic falls short of presenting a
complete picture of the wealth each side can
utilize, in the same manner as pins on the
map marking the present battle lines fail to
indicate the relative fighting strength of the
opposing armies. For example, though the
government and the fascists each hold valu-
able coal fields, both sides must still import
coal. In Teruel, the government cannot work
its mines because all transportation lines lead
to Saragossa, held by the fascists. The same
predicament in reverse prevents the rebels
from exploiting the Penarroya deposits, since
the government dominates the railroads to
Cordoba and Granada. The government man-
ages to remove 1500 tons of coal daily from
the Puertollano mines, but consumption far
surpasses this amount. Despite sufficient coal
in Spain to provide normal needs, the loyal-
ists are forced to import coal from England,
France, and the Soviet Union (thereby risking
the loss of cargoes sunk by pirate submarines
generously supplied by Mussolini), and the

rebels, free from this danger, must buy coal
from England. '

Some of the iron mines in Almeria and
Murcia, controlled by the republic, still work,

-yet export of iron ore has ceased since freight

rates, drastically increased by the unlawful
sinkings in the Mediterranean, automatically
forbid the exportation of cheap ore. Lead,
more costly, is still sent in normal amounts—
30 percent of production—to France and the
Soviet Union. These markets remain the only .
two open to the government: sales to England
are out of the question as shipments must pass
through the fascist-patrolled Strait of Gibral-
tar. Mercury flows from the government
mine at Almaden in the same quantities as
before the war, except that former agreements
regulating prices and amounts are not ob-
served now that the treaty between Spain and
Italy controlling the world market is inopera-
tive. Mining of Catalonian potash (next to
pyrites the richest mineral resource of Spain)
continues, but exports have ceased partly be-
cause the war dislocated production, partly
because the international cartel controlling
potash sales immediately adopted a “neutral”
attitude toward the loyalist government and
banned Spanish potash from the world mar-
ket—thus “impartially” aiding the rebels.

Commercially the Spanish fascists have a
brighter outlook. The non-intervention pol-
icy, seemingly designed to aid intervention in -
favor of the rebels, failed to prevent piracy
that menaced loyalist shipping and thus helped
to blockade outgoing as well as incoming ships
from government ports. In addition, the risk
raised freight rates exorbitantly on all cargoes
going to and from loyalist harbors. At the
same time, fascist boats and other ships ply-
ing to and from fascist ports went unmolested
—as international law requires—and freight
rates remained far lower for the rebels than
for the loyalists.

As a consequence, Franco can export great
amounts of pyrites to Germany without fear
of loss. A brisk export business flows from
the rich iron mines of Morocco, mostly to
Germany, and copper, produced in Huelva, is
exported steadily. Once the mines of Bilbao
and Santander resume operations—it will take
at least six months to put them into shape
after the damage done to them by the guns
of the invaders—the rebels can profitably ship
iron, coal, and zinc. Up to now, except for
the valuable pyrite mines of Huelva, which
fell into the fascist hands at the beginning
of the war, the various offensives have failed
to enrich the rebels immediately.

Germany, an industrial nation of first rank,
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with valuable mineral deposits of its own,
desires Spanish ore for two reasons: to in-
crease its industrial output and to prevent the
competition of Spanish mines which democ-
racy in Spain would surely bring. Italy, with
a vast army, a staggering armament program,
and delusions of industrial grandeur, possesses
almost no mineral resources: Spanish ore is
near, conveniently located, and cheap to
exploit.

In the case of the Nazis, iron in Germany
runs about 40 percent metal to a ton of ore.
Spanish iron yields 50 percent, while Riff
ore has the high average of 65 percent. Ger-
many has huge potash deposits; coupled with
Spanish potash in Catalonia and Navarre, the
Third Reich could hope to dominate the
world market and certainly play an even more
significant role in Europe than it does at
present in the production of fertilizers and
other derivatives. Germany needs copper des-
perately. Sulphur is imperative in the manu-
facture of explosives, and mercury is used for
the same purpose. Manganese, tungsten, va-
nadium, chromium, all found in Spain, are

necessary for the chemical industry and for
industrial production. And pyrites, of inesti-
mable importance in the manufacture of ex-
plosives, have wide industrial usage as well.

Italy needs the identical materials, plus coal
which Germany can also use but can more
readily obtain elsewhere. Though Ttaly mines
five million tons of iron yearly, its consump-
tion surpasses this amount six or seven times.
Totally lacking in potash, for Italy to take
this mineral from Spain would be far cheaper
and far more convenient than to import it
either from Germany—as Italy does at pres-
ent—or from the Soviet Union. Sulphur is
as necessary for Italian armament as it is for
German. Formerly, Spain and Italy together
dominated the mercury market of the world.
With the Almaden mine in Italian hands,
domination would cease to be joint, to the
greater profit to the conquerors. Moreover,
the Almaden deposits far surpass any Italian
mine; in 1935, mercury production in Spain
amounted to 60,000 flasks, and in Italy half
this amount. Nor was Almaden ever fully

exploited ; its capacity is two or three times

9

the volume produced during its best year.
Spain mined 25,000 tons of copper, Italy
none; 80,000 tons of lead, Italy 18,000 tons;
60,000 kilograms of silver (a by-product of
lead), Italy 30,000 kilograms.

Such an examination of the needs of the
two fascist interventionist nations raises the
problem of how the overlapping interests of
Italy and Germany can in the event of vic-
tory be reconciled. Both want the same min-
erals, both look for dominance. The solution
hardly bodes well for the Rome-Berlin axis,
if that understanding outlasts the next year.
At present, however, Italy and Germany are
willing, in view of the valuable assets in
Spain, to join forces for the conquest—Ilike
two rival bands of thieves who plan and:
codperate in the murder of bank guards and
the opening of a particularly difficult safe.
Once the loot is ready for division, it becomes
a question of strength and wiliness to obtain
the major share of the take. Honor among
thieves is tenuous enough ; honor between the
fascist nations of Germany and Italy is hardly
a matter on which to wager. ’

Lithograph by H. Simon




Simon

o
5
£
o
g
g
3

P o

g

R




B R AR s
s 5T S BN

01

®

SHSSVHR MAN



NOVEMBER 9, 193817

NEW MASSES

ESTABLISHED 1911

Editor Managing Editor
HERMAN MICHELSON ALEXANDER TAYLOR

Associate Editors

THEODORE DRAPER GRANVILLE_HICKS
CROCKETT JOHNSON JosHuAa KuNITZ
SAMUEL SILLEN WiLLiam B. SmiTH

Contributing Editors

ROBERT FORSYTHE, JOSEPH FREEMAN, MICHAEL GoLp,
HORACE GREGORY, LOREN MILLER, BRUCE MINTON,
ISIDOR SCHNEIDER.

Busi and Circulation Manager
[ GEORGE WILLNER

*

The New York Election

HE election in New York has been on

the surface extraordinarily complex in
its party groupings and alignments. One need
not pause too long over the purely local fac-
tors in an election as important as this. For
underneath the complexities and cross cur-
rents the main trends of political thought
were fully in evidence, the basic issues in
American life today, not only in New York
but nationally, were being fought out. The
battle was preliminary to 1938. It bears di-
rectly on 1940.

Independent political action by labor—ac-
tion in which progressive forces of every kind
sink their differences in a united attack on the
forces of reaction—has had a magnificent
demonstration in New York. The political
education of the great producing masses of
the people has been decisively advanced. They
have gone beyond party labels and looked at
the real alignment of forces which candidates
represented. The outstanding proof of how
keenly aware the people are to real issues is
the way in which Tammany’s Red scare
threw the city into a great state of calm.
‘This inability of Mahoney to make headway
by means of Red-baiting is a measure of the
political education that the development of
events, analyzed in advance and tirelessly ex-
plained by the Communists, has afforded the
people. As Earl Browder said in his last
radio address of the campaign:

The masses of the people do not believe that
Roosevelt, LaGuardia, Lewis, and others are Com-
munists, but they have learned to accept the label
as a sort of trademark meaning a real progressive.
If anyone calls himself a progressive, but his
enemies do not call him a Communist, then the
masses do not believe in his progressivism any
more. If the reactionaries do not hate any public
figure sufficiently to call him “Communist,” then
for the public mind, to all intents and purposes,
that man is a reactionary.

The issue in the New York election was
progress against reaction. It represented a
large-scale regrouping of progressives around
the American Labor Party, as part of the
realignment of forces which is going on

throughout the country. It demonstrated that
in the battle for the immediate and limited
aims of economic betterment and maintenance
of democracy, the unions, the Communists,
the Socialists, and progressives of every shade
of political opinion can unite and make their
pooled strength decisively felt against the
reactionaries.

The Fight Goes On

F four of the Scottsboro boys were inno-
l cent enough to be freed, why is Hey-
wood Patterson condemned to spend the rest
of his life in prison? He was arrested with
the others, tried in the same lynch-law at-
mosphere on the same perjured testimony.
Time and again his conviction was reversed,
together with the others’. But now the
United States Supreme Court has refused to
review Patterson’s case, and the ferocious
sentence of seventy-five years stands. Four
of the Scottsboro boys are walking the streets
free; Heywood Patterson and four others
are doomed to a living death in an Alabama
prison. The complete stultification of all
justice, of all common sense, is involved in
this situation.
. The partial victory which won freedom
for four of the nine victims of Alabama
lynch law was won by mass action, bril-
liantly organized and led by the Interna-
tional Labor Defense. The I.L.D., as a
member of the Scottsboro Defense Commit-
tee, is continuing the fight. A new stage in
the battle opens. Millions of protest signa-
tures and resolutions to Governor Bibb
Graves of Alabama, can have a salutary ef-
fect on Alabama officials who have the power
to free all five boys unconditionally. The
world knows they are innocent, Alabama
admitted it in relinquishing its prosecution
of four of them. The job now is to concen-
trate the invincible power of mass opinion on
Alabama, and force the release of the others.

The Basis for Unity

N the surface the first brief confer-

ences at Washington between com-
mittees for the A.F. of L. and the C.I.O.
served mainly to emphasize the basic differ-
ences between the C.I1.O.’s position and that
of William Green’s executive committee
members. When the conference recessed for
a week, unity still seemed far away.

The C.I.O. had made a sweeping pro-
posal to join the A.F. of L. under condi-
tions which would insure autonomy for it-
self as a department within the A. F. of L.
and guarantee the successful continuation
and expansion of industrial unionism in the
mass-production industries as well as in sev-

11

eral others. The A.F. of L. rejected this
offer almost immediately and demanded
that the nine international unions now sus-
pended rejoin the A.F. of L., the fate of
twenty-three new national and international
C.I.O. unions to be determined at some later
date—by the A. F. of L.

Replying to this demand, . spokesman
Philip Murray of the C.I.O. said it would
mean abject surrender and a betrayal of
their own unions as well as those millions
of workers who are still unorganized. Point-
ing out that the C.I.O.’s record proves the
necessity of industrial organization, Mr.
Murray stated: ‘“Any compromise of this
issue would be compromising the existence
of organized labor and negating the com-
pletion of the organization of the unorgan-
ized workers. Such a compromise could not
be participated in by the C.I.O. because it
would be fatal for the workers of this coun-
t l'Y.”

Apparently, then, the conference is resum-
ing its deliberations November 4 with but
little prospect of a peaceful settlement, The
most vital factor making for unity was, how-
ever, not given voice by the A. F. of L. con-
ferees. That factor is the rank-and-file
determination to achieve a united labor
front, to get together behind a broad pro-

.gressive program geared to the real needs of

all workers in modern industry. During the
one-week recess just ended a number of
A.F. of L. unions and central labor bodies
have expressed this+ determination in mes-
sages to their committee urging unity on
the basis of industrial unionism.

It is becoming clearer every day to the
A.F. of L. membership that unity on any
other basis than industrial unionism would
mean a headlong retreat for the entire labor
movement. The unity negotiations do not
center around a question of who surrenders
to whom—C.I1.O. to A.F. of L., or the
other way around—if we consider the two
organizations as expressing the actual desires
of the members. It is a question of whether
the membership of the A. F. of L. will find
a way, and quickly, of impressing on their
top leadership these simple facts: that this is
the fourth decade of the twentieth century,
that industry is organized in twentieth-
century fashion, and that labor must organ-
ize on the same basis.

The Rank and File Acts

ANK-AND-FILE sentiment for unity is

manifesting itself in more than resolu-

tions, as a recent episode on the West Coast

reveals. On the coast, the A. F. of L. lead-

ership has been trying to work up a boycott
of lumber cut by C.I.O. members.

The scene happens to be Hollywood, a
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meeting of the studio local of the Brother-
hood of Carpenters & Joiners, a craft union
bossed by Landon’s man, Hutcheson. An of-
ficial interrupts a local meeting devoted to
routine affairs. Members listen attentively as
he calls all unemployed carpenters for picket
duty at the San Pedro dock next morning.
Someone asks: “Is this hot cargo or C.I.O.
cargo?”’ The official assures them that no
union cut this cargo of lumber.
Suspecting dirty work, the members call up

the longshoremen’s local for details and are’

told that the cargo is C.I.O. The carpenters
decide to sabotage the picket line and start a
chain of phone calls to other members. Next
morning, only eighty carpenters turn up for
picket duty at the office of the Teamsters’
Union in San Pedro. The “pie-card artists”
(paid union officials) expected a thousand or
more. Well-dressed officials run hither and
yon in an effort to get the picket line started.
Bit by bit, the eighty dwindle to fifty, the
fifty to forty, the forty to thirty.

The longshoremen, fifteen hundred or so,
taunt the officials: “Pie-card, where’s your
picket line?” Goon squads appear. Federa-
tion officers huddle. Obviously they are
worried and in disagreement. They come out
of their huddle with their problem solved—
the last of the pickets have gone home! The
rank-and-file members of an A. F. of L. union
have demonstrated their solidarity and desire
for unity with the workers of the C.I.O.

Girdlerism Doesn’t Pay

AST March when Myron C. Taylor,
chairman of U. S. Steel, startled busi-
ness and industry by signing up with the
Committee for Industrial Organization,
there was a good deal of loose talk among
certain employers to the effect that Mr.
Taylor had sold them down the river. And
when Tom Girdler elected to fight it out
with the S.W.0O.C., many executives cheered
him on. The C.I.O. was Red, the diehards
said ; was irresponsible, to deal with it would
wreck the industry, Big Steel would soon be
sick of its bargain.

Now that third-quarter earnings reports
are in for both U. S. Steel and Republic
Steel, it is a good time to check up on the
soundness of Girdlerism, even from a profit-
making standpoint. Mr. Taylor’s company,
with a C.I.O. contract, earned net profits of
$30,617,638 for the three months ending
September 30, 1937, as against $23,636,177:
130 percent. Equivalent figures for Repub-
lic Steel, Mr. Girdler’s concern, are $3,237,-
156 and $3,311,155—a slight loss. Results
for the first nine months of this year (which
include the Chicago massacre) are even
more decisive. Big Steel netted $95,352,853,
in ’3%7 and $29,874,904 in ’36, a gain of over

200 percent; Republic earned $9,291,470 as

against $6,333,649, a gain of 50 percent.
These statements omit the huge strike costs
to states and localities that enforced law
and order for Girdler. And, of course, they
take no account of the human toll that was
a by-product of Tom’s “sound common-
sense” ideas about union labor.

Lynch Law n Florida

NE of the first items on the order of

business of the Senate Committee on
Civil Liberties should be an investigation of
the Shoemaker case. The legal avenues in
Florida are closed to punishment of the uni-
formed "policemen who kidnaped Shoemaker
and turned him over to Klansmen, to be
cold-bloodedly tortured and mutilated so
that he died a week later. The state’s feint
at prosecution ended, as expected, in an ac-
quittal although the court’s exertions in
favor of the lynchers proved to be more vig-
orous and forthright than had been looked
for. Florida’s lynch-law Governor Freder-
ick P. Cone has underscored this official en-
dorsement of the murder of labor organizers
when he said recently, “I think a man ought
to be hung on a tree if he advocates the over-
throw of government.”

Florida’s officials, from the governor
down, are hand in glove with the Klan and
the open-shop employers. They have turned
Florida into a territory where the Constitu-
tion dees not operate and labor has no rights
that a chamber of commerce is bound to rec-
ognize. If the spotlight of the LaFollette
committee can be turned on Florida, it
would provide enough additional evidence in
a few days to strengthen enormously those
progressive forces in Congress, which are de-
termined to put through a federal anti-
lynching law at the special session.

Add Freedom of the Press

HE supporters of Spanish fascism in
America had little luck with their pub-
lic propaganda in Franco’s behalf. The origi-
nal Franco committee, organized under the
auspices of the Commonweal magazine, no
longer exists. The mass meeting at Madison
Square Garden in New York City on behalf
of the rebels was a terrific bust. Far from
giving up, however, the rebel sympathizers
are taking a different tack. They are work-
ing under cover, exerting pressure among
South American distributors, mainly pro-
Franco in their sympathies, in order to influ-
ence American advertisers in the South Amer-
ican market.
The New York Times of October 27 car-
ried a little item, tucked away in its “Adver-
tising News and Notes,” which gives the
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game away. It is raw but effective. The only
answer is popular counter-pressure against
this sort of thing:

The civil war in Spain has begun to exert a
definite influence on the selection of advertising
media by American exporters in Latin-American
countries, export advertising agencies executives
remarked here yesterday. Newspapers there have
taken definite editorial stands on the conflict, with
the result that South American distributors of
American products are recommending that those
newspapers with whose editorial policy they do
not agree be dropped from advertising lists. Dis-
tributors who favor Franco, for instance, are urg-
ing American agencies that newspapers supporting
the loyalists be dropped, although this is not the
reason given. The net result is that agencies here
must now be extremely careful in making up news-
paper lists for South America.

George Horace Lorimer

HE words of the great dead are not

infrequently their own best epitaphs,
stamping an indelible rubric on the margin of
their obituaries. Far too much has been writ-
ten of George Horace Lorimer, alive and
dead, to make it necessary to point out the
career he made of mediocrity. Even the New,
York Times saw him as “a sort of Henry
Ford of American literature,” whose Satur-
day Evening Post success was based on an
undistinguished, cheap, mass-production prod-
uct designed to match the lowest common de-
nominator of taste and pocketbook. His role
is pointedly suggested by the late George
Sterling’s lines:
Has someone bx;ilt an altar to the beautiful and

true?
Be sure the great dog Lorrimor will lift a leg
thereto.

The words of Lorimer which most neatly
epitomize him are contained in his will,
filed for probate last week. After specifying
individual bequests to relatives, etc., the docu-
ment gets down to the run-of-the-mill em-
ployees. This paragraph begins, and the well-
deserved italics are ours: “To each and every
white person in my employ . ..” This is the
mind that for thirty-eight years exerted a
dominant influence on American culture.

Little Hope from Brussels

HE Nine-Power Conference on the

Far Eastern crisis has opened with little
promise of concrete and speedy achievement.
Perhaps the best-founded reason for optimism
is the absence of the fascist powers from the
meeting. As at the Nyon conference on
piracy, which achieved some results, the Brus-
sels meetings will avoid the spectacle of the
aggressors passing judgment on the aggres-
sors. Apart from this, the outlook would have
been much more hopeful had not Norman
Davis, for the United States, and Viscount
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Halifax, for Great Britain, delivered pre-
conference statements plainly indicating that
neither power was prepared to take the initia-
tive towards effective collective action.

Most speculation turns on the British fac-
tor. The number of British troops killed in
Shanghai steadily mounts. Recrimination be-
tween the Japanese and British commanders
in the International Settlement grows increas-
ingly bitter. An impressive bloc in the power-
ful Seyukai Party in Japan issued a demand
for the rupture of diplomatic relations be-
tween the two nations, traditional allies. But

there is as yet no reason to believe that these
developments are more than surface disturb-
ances. The tory clique in power in London,
where the real policy is decided, has mani-
fested an open desire to come to terms with
the Japanese aggressors, even at further cost
to British prestige. Whether they think they
can get away with it this time will be re-
vealed as the conference unfolds.
Meanwhile, the quarantine policy espoused
by President Roosevelt is still violated even
by government commissions in this country.
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch of October 28
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carried an exclusive story, which to our
knowledge has not appeared elsewhere, that
four obsolete American ships sold at auction
by the U.S. Maritime Commission were re-
sold to the Japanese through a British go-
between. The ships, Eastern King, West
Harcuvar, Marne, and W estward-Ho, have
sailed for Japan, loaded with scrap iron and
scrap steel, manned by full Japanese crews
imported for this purpose by the Japanese
purchasers. An increase in vigilance is cer-
tainly needed to make the people’s quarantine
of Japan effective.
/

A New Stage in the War Crisis

NEW type of crisis has been evolv-
A in world affairs.

The starting point may be set in 1931
with Japan’s thrust into Manchuria. The
deeper roots go further down to the begin-
ning of the world economic crisis in 1929.
The Sino-Japanese crisis of 1931 lasted well
into 1933 before a truce was signed. That
~ truce became the basis for the present war
in China. Hitler came into power in 1933.
By the wanton destruction of existing treat-
ies, Germany and Japan contributed the
precedents and prepared the ground for Mus-
solini’s war upon Ethiopia ih 1935. And in
1936, the invasion of Spain began.

These various crises followed each other
like a world, political trip-hammer. They
were integrally connected but, by and large,
they did not coincide. The crisis brought on
by. the present Sino-Japanese war begins to
take on a somewhat different shape. It started
when the Spanish conflict had not yet reached
a decisive stage. In Czechoslovakia, the Hen-
lein Nazis had begun to lose ground, to such
extent that desperate action by Berlin ap-
peared necessary to save them from possible
dissolution. And in Great Britain, a new
government, headed by Neville Chamber-
lain, had come into office with the obvious
intention of coming to terms with every pos-
sible aggressor.

The new situation in world affairs is the
convergence of crises from different direc-
tions into a common crisis that refuses, even
superficially, to lend itself to localization. It
used to be said that the fascist powers took
turns at aggression. Now it can be said that
each fascist power is openly involved in the
aggression of the others, so that it becomes
increasingly difficult to tell where one be-
gins and the other leaves off.

Consider the following line-up, taken from
the news of only the past week.

The Far East. Japan rejects Belgium’s in-
vitation to the Nine-Power Conference. Ger-
many refuses to attend the conference on the
ground that Japan will not be present.

Thereupon, Mussolini also decides to boycott
the meeting. Practically on the eve of the con-
ference, it is announced that Italy intends to
become the third signatory to the German-
Japanese “anti-communist” pact of Novem-
ber 1936.

General Sadao Araki, Japan’s: preéminent
fascist firebrand, declares that “it is probably
necessary for Japan to strike directly at Rus-
sia.” Three days later, at the fifteenth anni-
versary of fascism, Mussolini says: “It is nec-
essary to eliminate Bolshevism from Europe.”

The Colonies. Following an intense press
campaign in Germany for the return of the
Kaiser’s colonies to the tender mercies of
Hitler, Mussolini declares: “It is necessary
that great peoples like the German people
have again the place to which they age en-
titled, and which they once had, under the
African sun.” This speech was delivered on
October 28. On October 20, the /#eek, pub-
lished in London, revealed that British
Prime Minister Chamberlain was ‘“study-
ing” the possibility of transferring a British
mandate to Germany and ‘“that a definite
‘tip-off’ to that effect has been given from
London to the Wilhelmstrasse.”

On October 30, the New York T'imes
correspondent in - Berlin reports that Hit-
ler was preparing a speech definitely demand-
ing the return of some of Germany’s pre-
war colonies.

Czechoslovakia. It has long been assumed
that the second world war will start, with
everybody in, just as soon as Germany
marches into Czechoslovakia. Such a march
now appears imminent. The routine was
tried out in Spain.

The Czech Franco is one Konrad Hen-
lein. His movement, the Sudeten German
Party, has been suffering deflation. The
government actually forbade a Nazi demon-
stration and broke it up when it was illegally
held. So Henlein waited no longer to raise
his war-cry : autonomy for the Czech regions
bordering Germany. The German press has
taken up the Henlein demand. Hitler was

reported planning to voice it in public. In
other words, the war in Spain is to be re-
peated on a greater scale, for the peace of
Europe is most likely involved in any such
move against the Czechs.

We are approaching a general war crisis
into which all the separate crises dovetail.

The fascists make no move unless they
feel certain that no counter-move will be
made by the democratic powers acting in
concert with the Soviet Union. The events-
of the past week were possible only because
the bourgeois democratic powers renounced
even the pretensions of democratic diplo-
macy. The Chamberlain government, far
from putting any. obstacles in the fascist path
to world power, has taken to direct encour-
agement of the chief war-mongers. Japan
was sufficiently encouraged by Great Britain
to anticipate the Nine-Power Conference
with a “peace” plan which is practically an
invitation to Great Britain to share in the
Chinese loot. And France and the United
States are meekly permitting this to happen
despite the very real dangers they incur in
the process.

Recognition of Franco would today be an
accomplished fact were it not for the Soviet’s
stalwart defense of obligations which are
common to every League member. The So-
viet has not wavered. It pursues an inflexible
policy for collective security against the ag-
gressor and against those who would en-
courage aggressions by hindering such secur-
ity. In pursuing this policy the Soviet Union
has inspired and strengthened the anti-war,
anti-fascist forces in the bourgeois demo-
cratic countries. Whoever injures by word
or deed the consolidation of the democratic
forces against the imminent threat of fascist
aggression, hastens by that much the coming
of the world holocaust. For the fascist inter-
national is awaiting only that day when it
can be assured that a direct attack against
the Soviet Union will meet with ineffective
opposition by the peoples of the bourgeois
democracies.
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The Economic Jitters of 1937

The current slump, encouraged by certain sections of finance
capital, presents a serious problem to progressive Americans

1929, Wall Street had its Black Thues-

day of 1937.” Twenty-five billion dol-
lars in stock values were wiped out. Over-
night the gamblers who had been whooping
it up for another runaway market were trans-
"formed from rampaging bulls into weeping
prophets. The market panic has changed
their resuscitated belief that the profit sys-
tem was invulnerable into the conviction that
all is chaos.

Their fright was equaled only by their de-
termination to take advantage of declining
production and the market slump to break
Roosevelt and smash the labor movement.
There is little doubt that they were really
frightened at the prospect of another 1929.
More than half the rise in stock prices since
1933 has been erased, and there is a steady
drop in almost every phase of industry and
business. The market panic was no mere
technical reaction—the Wall Street explana-
tion for shaking down suckers.

Of course, the scare was only temporary.
The rich banked the fires on their yachts, and
began tb consider what they could get out of
the situation. Cautiously they offered the plea
that it was more important to save the coun-
try than to establish blame. From this, how-
ever, they went on to develop a new campaign
of hate against the administration and the
labor movement for being solely responsible
for the slump. Walter Lippmann, the theorist
of the coupon clippers, blamed “an adminis-
tration which disbelieves in the capitalist sys-
tem.” The spokesman for the Rockefeller in-
terests, Winthrop W. Aldrich, went back to
the deepest sources of rugged individualism
and traced all the ills of the country to the
mild reforms imposed upon stock gambling
by the Securities Exchange Commission.
Finally, the most significant phase of attack
began with the cry of the tories that “labor
excesses’”’ had upset the recovery applecart.

The basic cause of the slump, of course, is
neither the Roosevelt administration nor the
C.1.O. The mechanics of the economic down-
swing are, however, intimately connected with
the reactionary program of the Liberty
Leaguers. An analysis will show why they
are trying to pin the blame upon labor and
the reform aspects of the New Deal.

If we are to understand what has taken
place, we must follow the slow zigzag climb of
American capitalism up from the depths of
the crisis. Just as 1929-33 was no “normal”
‘crisis, so 1933-37 was no ordinary period of
depression and revival. The system took al-
most four years finally to reach the production

I :IGHT years after the Black Friday of

By David Ramsey

John Heliker

level of 1929, and after touching this peak
in December 1936, it began to sag again. And
although the total volume of production hov-
ered around the 1929 mark, per-capita pro-
duction remained 10 percent below that of the
boom year. The following table, taken from
the Statistical Bulletin of the League of Na-
tions, pictures the recovery movement and its
failure to generate another boom.

PRODUCTION
YEAR INDEX
1929 ... ... ..o, 100.0
1932 oo 53.8
1933 .. 63.9
193¢ ..., 66.4
1935 et 75.6
1936 oo 88.1
1937 January ......... 95.8
April ........... 99.2
June ............ 95.8
August ......... 98.3
October ......... 86.5 (estimate)

The advance was more uneven than the
figures indicate. From April 1933 to June
1935 there were no less than three boomlets
followed by three recessions, each of which
brought production down again to very low
levels. Throughout this period the rise in
profits and production outstripped improve-
ments in wages and employment. This gap
piled up surplus stocks which impeded the
upward movement and kept the masses of the
population on an economic roller-coaster.
Many brakes upon recovery were imposed by
the world crisis of capitalism which set in
during the World War and has been influ-
encing economic events ever since. In the
United States this took the form of industrial
overexpansion in relation to the available mar-
ket, permanent mass unemployment, the dwin-
dling of capital exports and foreign markets,
a chronic crisis in agriculture, etc.

The major obstacle to the upward move-
ment was the poverty of the majority of the
people who were ill-fed, ill-clothed, ill-housed.
Increased production ran ahead of mass pur-
chasing power; real wages did not keep up
with the rising cost of living; the huge army
of unemployed received a bare pittance of
relief ; the savings of millions of farmers and
lower middle-class people had been destroyed
by the crisis.

About the middle of 1935 the recovery
phase of the business cycle finally got under
way, and the production curve climbed stead-
ily upward. Many factors were involved in
priming the economic pump. They are listed
here, not necessarily in their order of impor-
tance. Manufacturers and industrialists be-
gan to replace obsolete machinery and equip-
ment on a large scale; in steel, auto, metal
manufacturing, the food industry, etc., they in-
troduced labor-saving machinery of the semi-
automatic type. They had a double purpose:
to increase labor productivity and to cut wage
costs. Billions were spent by the government

-for war preparations. The war drive of the

fascist dictatorships sent up the prices of raw

. materials (scrap iron, oil, etc.). General gov-

ernmental expenditures for relief, W.P.A.
public works, and the distribution of a billion
and a half dollars in bonus money pushed
things further along. The workers fought ag-
gressively for higher wages, and in the case of
the C.I.O. unions alone added one billion dol-
lars to the purchasing power of the working
people. There was also a general rise in wages
due in large part to the attempts of the em-
ployers to offset C.I.O. organization. Finally,
there was a tremendous expansion of install-
ment credits, especially in the automobile in-
dustry. In 1936 installment sales amounted to
over four billion dollars, and the installment
debt was nine billion compared to six billion
in 1929.

In general, these factors helped contribute
to the recovery of the past two years. But
it took place on a shaky foundation. While
production went up to the 1929 level, the
number of unemployed workers remained
very high—about eight million, or four times
the pre-crisis number. The cost of living,
which rose 24 percent since 1933, cut into
the purchasing power of the workers and the
lower middle.class people. The bulk of the
recovery gain went to the rich. Business Week
estimated that corporate profits were 1.5 bil-
lion dollars in 1935, 2.9 billion in 1936, and
would be 4.5 billion in 1937.

The unstable character of the recovery
process was shown in the lag of heavy indus-
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try behind those industries producing con-
sumers’ goods. Normally, capitalist recovery
proceeds with a more rapid increase in pro-
ducers’ goods than in consumers’ goods. Usu-
ally at the bottom of the cyclical crisis, with
production costs scaled down to profitable
levels, the capitalists begin to reconstruct and
expand their plants. This gives employment
to workers in heavy industry, and in turn
their increased purchasing power leads to a
greater demand for consumers’ goods. Thus
the march to capitalist recovery begins with
heavy industry setting the pace.

During this depression, however, heavy in-
dustry failed to act as the recovery spark plug.
This was largely due to the overcapacity of
the American industrial plant in relation to
available markets. The Brookings Institute
estimated that American industry operated at
only 79 percent of its capacity during the
prosperity period of 1925-29. Hence, during
the recovery phase, the capitalists were loath
to invest in new plants, since contracting in-
ternal and external markets increased surplus
capacity. - Throughout the period 1933-37
there was little building of new factories and

plants. Manufacturers and industrialists con-
centrated on replacing obsolete machinery and
on introducing labor-saving devices instead of
building new factories. This accounts for the
extraordinary boom in machine tools and
allied industries, and explains why even today
heavy industry has not reached the mark
which normally could have been expected.

This peculiarity indicated that the upward
movement would not only be slow, but that
the boom period of the cycle, if reached,
would be very short. The table gives a pic-
ture of what took place:

PRODUCERS'  CONSUMERS’
YEAR GOODS GOODS
1929........ 100.0 100.0
1932........ 27.6 75.9
1933........ 41.2 84.2
1934........ 46.5 83.4
1935........ 63.2 87.6
1936........ 82.1 94.5

The consumers’-goods industries, after reach-

ing a peak toward the end of 1936, began to .

taper off because of the restriction of install-
ment sales and the general inability of the
masses to meet the high cost of living. Conse-
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quently, the index of consumers’ goods dropped
from 107.9 in December 1936 to 94.2 in July
1937. This pointed to a general recession in in-
dustry. There were other negative forces: the
building industry failed to revive to boom
levels; the price of raw materials dropped;
inventories piled up in the light industries
(clothing, textiles, etc.); the international
stock exchange crashed in the spring of 1937.
With the workers in light industry beginning
to be laid off or working part time (clothing,
textiles), and the demand for machinery de-
creasing, a general fall in production was due,
and with it would come the inevitable crack-
up in the stock market.

By last spring all signs pointed to a slow-
ing down of the economic mechanism. The
labor-saving machinery installed from 1935
to 1937 began to displace workers. Buying,
in anticipation of price increases, began to
slacken as stocks accumulated. Installment
sales decreased since the workers were already
carrying too heavy a burden. And the tory
clamor for relief cuts reduced the purchasing
power of the unemployed. (There is no spe-
cial correlation, but it is interesting that the

SEEING AMERICA FIRST
Sixth Avenue, New York

Herb Kruckman
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fall in steel production and the tapering down
of relief and W.P.A. parallel each other
closely.) The international markets began to
develop weaknesses. With all these signs on
the economic horizon, the happiness boys re-
fused to see the signs of the coming storm.
They watched the stock market and not the
fundamental barometer of economic activity,
industrial production. Thus, when the market
began to sink during the middle of August,
they were again taken by surprise, although
this year, as in 1929, the falling index of pro-
duction had warned us of a coming slump.

At this point a political facter was intro-
duced, the exact weight of which is hard to
gauge. During the summer the economic
royalists defeated Roosevelt’s Supreme Court
proposals and waged their ruthless war against
the strikers in little steel. They hoped to use
economic sabotage as a further means of bring-
ing Roosevelt to his knees, weakening the la-
bor movement, and shaking down the suckers.
Financial sabotage had been used by the Brit-
ish capitalists in 1931 to overthrow the labor
government ; in France the financial oligarchy
employs it as a major weapon against the
People’s-Front government. There is little
doubt that in mid-August Wall Street thought
it had Roosevelt on the run and that the time
was ripe for a “strike of capital.”

Market rigging and financial finagling took
place during the early phase of the stock mar-
ket decline. In fact, Charles Gay, the head
of the New York Stock Exchange, delivered
a blast against the S.E.C. just before the mar-
ket began to slide. There seems to be more
than coincidence in this. Of course, Wall
Street did not cause the industrial slump by
its manipulations. A downswing was in order,
and as we have seen, the depth of the fall
frightened even the insiders. But sabotage was
certainly a factor in the financial panic, al-
though not the basic cause,

Whether the panic got beyond their con-
. ‘trol, or whether by prearrangement they rode
the storm out safely, the financiers plan to
take full advantage of what they consider a
favorable opportunity. That this is in the air
can be seen from the following quotations
from London, Amsterdam, and New York.
In London, Roger Babson said: “I am very
glad to see this (stock market) break because
labor has become most unruly.” And one of
the financial correspondents of the New York
Times reports that:

The Dutch see a growing conflict between big
finance and big business in the United States and
the Roosevelt administration. Some even venture the
allegation that Wall Street powers purposely have
been creating a bear market with a view to forc-
ing Mr. Roosevelt into a corner.

The reactionaries are trying to counteract
the popular enthusiasm shown for Roosevelt
during his recent western trip, and at the same
time strike a blow at the otganizing drives
and wage demands of labor. Frank R. Kent
put it very clearly in the W all Street Journal.

The reason business has slumped is because of
the absurdly unsound taxation burdens which he
(Roosevelt) has imposed, by reason of the labor
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“I keep asking myself, ‘Shall 1 buy U.S. Steel on margin or
another sweepstakes ticket?’

conditions for which he is responsible, because of
the increased cost of production resulting from his
policies and because of the fear engendered by the
mountainous debt he has piled up and the radical
legislative program he now demands.

To save the country and avert a major dis-
aster, Kent then goes on to propose:

First, repeal of the surplus profits tax; second,
modification of the capital gains tax; third, a bal-
ance of the budget through economies; fourth, no
more disturbing experimental legislation.

This is the program of the reactionaries and
they have put pressure on Roosevelt to achieve
it. He has already made concessions; he made
a budget-balancing speech; the relief program
has been curtailed; and reaction scored a big
point when the Federal Reserve Board re-
duced the margin requirements for stock gam-
bling. Wall Street hailed the change in mar-
gin requirements as the beginning of an ad-
ministration “turn to the right.” The finan-
cial press assumed that this move presaged still
another administration retreat expressed in re-
vision of the undisturbed profits tax, modifica-
tion of the capital gains levy, relaxation of
anti-trust law enforcemient, and a change in
labor policy. But Roosevelt came right back
with a reminder that all plans in these fields
were secondary to the major question of social
reconstruction for decent living conditions for
the thirty to forty million Americans who, he
said, have almost nothing.

The current slump and the reactionary
drive against labor and Roosevelt’s reforms
confront the progressive forces of this country
with a very critical situation. During the
last quarter of this year production will prob-
ably drop from 15 to 20 percent below the

1936 level. Men are being laid off and part-
time work is being introduced on a large scale
(railroads, textiles, clothing, utilities, steel).
The Journal of Commerce believes that a mil-
lion workers are scheduled to lose their jobs
if only the present curtailment plans are car-
ried out. The drop in raw material prices is
contracting the purchasing power of the
farmers. Industrial failures are increasing.
The industrial decline again verifies the
Marxist analysis of capitalism. It demon-
strates all over again the need for a planned
economy to replace capitalist chaos. Although

“there are signs of another cyclical crisis of

American capitalism, the economic royalists
can be prevented from carrying through their
program, which may precipitate a worse dis-
aster than that of 1929. That is why at the
coming special session of Congress, the ques-
tion of job security will be the center of the
progressive program, together with the con-
tinued organization of the unorganized. The
C.I.O. has formulated the demand of Ameri-
can labor in the following terms:

The federal government must recognize the right
of every worker to have a job which will permit
him to maintain himself and his family on a decent
standard of living. For the workers who are now
being. discharged or laid off, federal funds must be
appropriated sufficient to continue the W.P.A. and
the P.W.A. for the purpose of assuring every worker
a job if he is in need of the same.

Adequate wage and hour legislation, a real
housing program, heavy taxation of corpora-
tions and the rich, are also necessary. Unless
the government rapidly raises the purchasing
power of the masses, the outbreak of the next
cyclical crisis will be hastened.
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The Algic “Mutiny”

The right to strike is one of the basic issues involved in
a case which taints a government commission with Girdlerism

importance of the Algic case, now before

the federal authorities in Baltimore. Eigh-
teen American seamen are on trial for mutiny.
The determination with which the government
is prosecuting them indicates the crucial impor-
tance attached to the case. Labor is no less
keenly aware of the fact that the Algic case,
which, if it results in convictions will almost
certainly land in the Supreme Court, involves
basic issues. ‘

The outstanding fact at this writing is that
Joseph P. Kennedy, chairman of the Maritime
Commission, obviously intends to make the
Algic case a point of departure for new marine
laws and regulations that will in effect deny
seamen and other maritime workers the right
to strike. Union officials are convinced of
this, and ex-members of the 4lgic’s crew, refus-
ing bail, have stated: “We are not criminals
and never committed a crime, and we are
ready to stay in jail until the Department of
Commerce, the U.S. Maritime Commission,
and the U.S. attorney-general, all acting in
concert, recognize the injustice they are doing
us and all other seamen who make similar
protests. . . .”

Mr. Kennedy has said publicly that he in-
tends to sponsor legislation for the maritime
industry patterned after the Railway Labor
Act, and apparently he intends to set the
stage with this trial of “mutineers” aboard a
government-owned vessel.

Let us see, then, what had led up to this
decision. ,

On September g, the crew of the 4lgic,
while in the port of Montevideo, Uruguay,
refused to work because of the hazards to
which they were exposed by reason of a long-
shoremen’s strike then in progress in the port.
The master of the vessel reported this fact
to the United States Maritime Commission.
The Commission immediately issued the fol-
lowing order: “Instruct crew to proceed with
your lawful orders. If they still refuse, warn
crew that all still refusing to perform duty
will be placed in irons and prosecuted to the
full extent of the law on return to the United
States.”

The statute defining “mutiny” was derived
from a statute passed in 1790 and, after an
amendment in 1835, remains unchanged up
to the present time. One who “unlawfully,
and with force or by fraud, or intimidation,
usurps the command of such vessel from the
master” is guilty of mutiny and may be pun-
ished by ten years’ imprisonment. (Criminal
Code, Section 293.)

The Supreme Court in October 1935 ruled

IT would be difficult to overestimate the

By William L. Standard

on the applicability of this statute in a case
that arose out of the West Coast strike of
1934. In June of 1934 the crew of the Texan
went on strike in sympathy with West Coast
seamen who were striking. The vessel was
moored in Brooklyn, N. Y. The crew was
discharged and the American- Hawaiian
Steamship Co. contended they forfeited their
wages in that they were guilty of mutiny.
The statute invoked was the one passed in
1790. At the trial as to the conduct of the
crew in refusing to work, the United States
District Court held that mutiny was not
established. The United States Supreme
Court’s affirmation of this decision disposes,
for all purposes, of the question of “mutiny”
when seamen strike on board a vessel in a
safe harbor. Since Mr. Kennedy is familiar
with this decision, it is hard to see how he
could feel warranted in taking action against
the Algic’s crew unless the Maritime Commis-
sion expects to make capital of the fact that
the vessel is government-owned.

The question of whether seamen may strike
if employed on a vessel owned by the United
States government and operated by it in regu-
lar commerce through an agent, raises another
and much more serious question, particularly
in view of the limited powers granted to the
United States Maritime Commission under
the 1936 act insofar as questions of ‘“labor
relations” are concerned. ‘

The Algic, though owned by the govern-
ment, was operated by the American Repub-
lic Line in ordinary trade and in competition
with other ship-owners. The American France
Lines, American Pioneer Lines, Cosmopolitan
Shipping Co., and the Roosevelt Lines, a sub-
sidiary of the International Mercantile Ma-
rine, also operate government-owned vessels
either as managing agents or managing op-
erators.

That the relationship between these com-
panies, operating government-owned vessels,
and the crews is one purely of employer and
employee is conceded by the Maritime Com-
mission. The commission recognizes the juris-
diction of the National Labor Relations Board
to determine, through election, collective bar-

gaining representatives for the crews of these
vessels. (See supplemental decision and di-
rection for election in a case before the
N.L.R.B. entitled “American France Lines,
et al. and International Seamen’s Union of
America,” R. 157). This decision rendered
on September 17 orders an election among
crews of vessels operated by the American
Republic Line. The crew of the Algic is
entitled to participate in this election.

The Maritime Commission, in recognizing
the jurisdiction of the National Labor Rela-
tions Act to order an election, must also-rec-
ognize the provision of the act which preserves
to workers, including seamen, the right to
strike, or else frankly proclaim that it intends
to put all maritime labor in irons by denying
this paramount principle.

The Merchant Marine Act of 1936, in
creating the United States Maritime Com-
mission, does give to the commission power to
investigate the question of wages and working
conditions, but only insofar as it is necessary,
under the “direct subsidy” provision of the
act, to determine the differential in cost of
building and operation between American and
foreign standards.

The commission’s attempt to determine
matters of “labor relations” is really an at-
tempt to usurp the power of the National
Labor Relations Board which was created
specifically to tackle that problem. In the
light of the A4lgic trial, it is obvious that Mr.
Kennedy’s purpose is to set up a special legal
no-man’s land wherein maritime workers are
exempt from the basic protection of the Wag-
ner Act.

The Maritime Commission was originally
created for the sole purpose of evaluating
direct ship subsidies, in the hope that the mail
contract scandals would be wiped out for all
time. It was never the intention of Congress
to invest the Maritime Commission in the
field of laber relations with powers superior
to those .of the National Labor Relations
Board.

By its actions in the 4lgic case the U.S.
Maritime Commission is keeping pace with
Ford, Girdler, and Weir. As the N.Y. Mari-
time Council points out: “It is becoming in-
creasingly clear that the Maritime Commis-
sion hearings in Baltimore on the so-called
‘mutiny’ aboard the 8.S. Algic is not in fact
an impartial inquiry into conditions aboard
the ship but an attempt on the part of ship-
owners, acting in conjunction with the com-
mission, to weaken the position of the union,
both with American seamen and with the pub-
lic generally.”
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The Constitution: Problems of 1937

Discussing a letter in this week’s Readers’ Forum, the
author clarifies some points covered in a recent article

r I \HE questions raised in Isadore Edel-
man’s letter published elsewhere in this
issue are too important to be passed

over or disposed of in the usual manner of

an author’s reply to criticisms contained in
letters to the editor. I think they are impor-
tant enough to be treated on their merits,
irrespective of the form in which they are
couched, and even at the risk of some repeti-
tion. I must, however, in order to avoid
further misunderstanding, point out that the
mere problem of space involved in a maga-
zine article makes it impossible to make those
qualifications and reservations which a more
extended discussion might require. In addi-
tion there is, in this particular case, the cir-
cumstance that I had written on this subject
at considerable length elsewhere and that in
writing on ‘“The Constitution: 150 Years

Later” [Sept. 21 issue] I was, in a sense, bound

to assume that my readers were familiar with

my other writings. In all probability very
few of the readers of the NEw MaAssEs have

read my Government by Judiciary. But 1

have written that book ; and for purely stylis-

tic_reasons it would be inconvenient for me
to repeat what I have said there except by
direct quotation, which is bound to be rather
awkward. Bearing these things in mind as
applying to my last article as well as to the
present one, we may proceed to a discussion
of the basic questions involved, which are:

(1) the true character of the Constitution

of 1787 and (2) the real problem confront-

ing us in 1937.

1. Apologia Pro Opera Sua. It should be
clear to the readers of the article under dis-
cussion that in writing of “The Constitution:
150 Years Later,” the emphasis was on the
“later,” and that the nature of the document
adopted in 1787 was considered only insofar
as it bore on the problems of 1937. Also, that
the principal problem of 1937 is the fight for
democracy. That much, I take it, will be
conceded to be the “correct line” by all those
who realize the menace of fascism and the
urgent necessity of fighting it. But to me the
menace of fascism is not a matter of today
or yesterday, nor is the fight for democracy a
consequence of the rise of fascism. Contrary
to common belief—a belief which unfortu-
nately prevails even in our movement—the
rise of fascism was foreseen by Marx and did
not come as a complete surprise to Marxists.
It is true that we may not have foreseen its
exact form, and that the extreme form which
it has assumed in Germany would have been
considered impossible by most of us a few

By Louis B. Boudin

years ago. But the basic tenet of fascism on
its political side—the denial of democracy—
and its practical consequence—the attempt to
abolish it—as the basic tendencies of capital-
ism in its reactionary stage had been foreseen
by Marx and formed an essential part of his
analysis of the tendencies of capitalist devel-
opment. But it is also part of the Marxian
conception of historical development that gen-
eral tendencies assume particular forms in
different countries, depending upon the many
factors which go to make up their respective
histories and the differences in their present
political and economic conditions.

Applying the Marxian theory to American
conditions, I had come early to the conclusion
that in this country the attempt of the capi-
talist class to abolish democracy will take the
form of the transfer of all power to the Su-
preme Court. This need not be its only form,
nor perhaps its final form. But it will be its
most essential form; and the fight for democ-
racy will of necessity have to assume the form
of a struggle against the judicial power. The
general movement for the abolition of de-
mocracy was discernible to the true Marxist
during the first decade of this century. Its
particular American application became clear
to me about the same time. This resulted in
my original essay on the subject, published
under the title “Government by Judiciary” in
the Political Science Quarterly of June 1911.

Considering the matter basic, I repeatedly
urged its importance on the socialist move-
ment, while applying myself to those studies
which were embodied in my larger work un-
der the same title, which appeared in 1932.
Unfortunately our movement was not, at the
time, sufficiently prepared to appreciate the
importance of the struggle against the judicial
power. We were still laboring under the mis-
apprehension, which then passed for “radi-
calism,” that governmental forms are of no
importance from a revolutionary point of
view. I do not recall whether any one of my
critic-reviewers had accused me of being a
“right deviationist,” but I do recall being
charged by one of my radical critics with
wasting a lot of good time and effort on so
utterly unimportant a subject as the role of
the Supreme Court in our system of govern-
ment, since—so the argument ran—whatever
the form of government, it will be Wall
Street that will do the governing.

I take it that we are past that stage now.
I was going to say ‘“happily past,” but I re-
called in time that the fact that we are past
that stage is nothing to the credit of our
Edelmans and their conception of true Marx-

ian or revolutionary doctrine. The sad, sad
truth is that it was Mr. Adolf Hitler who
forcibly reminded us that Karl Marx and his
disciples had put some store by forms of gov-
ernment. But apparently there are still some
in our midst who have not learned the full
import of that lesson, and this makes the
present discussion necessary.

II. The Constitution and the Problems
of 1937. I -should have thought that some
things may be taken for granted in discus-
sions among Marxists. One of these things is
that a constitution formulated and adopted in
a class society will of necessity be a class docu-
ment. No one would therefore have a right
to assume that in criticizing the Beard-Myers
school of American constitutional history, I
had intended to deny the ‘class nature’” of
the United States Constitution, even if I had
said nothing positive on the subject. But, as
a matter of fact, I had said just that. I not
only referred to the adoption of the United
States Constitution as part of the historic
mission of the bourgeoisie, which clearly
“class angles” it, but one of the important
points in the article under discussion, stressed
again and again, is that the Constitution
adopted in 1787 was an instrument of efficient
capitalism, while the Constitution now being
imposed upon us by the Supreme Court is an
instrument of inefficient capitalism. The gen-
eral class character of the Constitution could
not therefore be made any clearer.

The more specific question of the nature of
the classes involved was not part of the dis-
cussion in that article. Since the question has
been raised, however, I shall discuss it in some
detail further below. But, first of all, we
must understand the nature of the problem
before us. And as to that, it is quite clear
that whatever the lack of democracy in the
Constitution of 1787, that lack is not part of
our problem today. We certainly are not
worried today over the fact that one third of
the Senate is elected every two years instead
of the whole Senate being elected every six
years. Nor over the subject of indirect elec-
tions. And it happens to be a fact—contrary
to Mr. Edelman’s assertion—that the Consti-
tution contains no provision for a limited
franchise. Also, contrary to common belief,
there is no provision in the Constitution as it
came from the framers guaranteeing the exist-
ence of any of the rights of private property.
It is this that justifies my statement that the
Constitution is “largely a neutral instrument”
insofar as social change is concerned.

The fact is that there is absolutely nothing
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in the original Constitution as it came from
the framers that need worry us today. Our
worries are of an entirely different character.
Our principal, not to say only, worry is the
power of the courts to declare laws unconsti-
tutional, a power which is not given by the
Constitution. And it is somewhat ironic, in
view of Mr. Edelman’s taking up the cudgels
for the Bill of Rights, that the instrument
which the Supreme Court uses to declare labor
legislation and all other progressive laws un-
constitutional is this very Bill of Rights. That
is not, of course, the fault of the Bill of
Rights. But it is nevertheless true that with-
out the Bill of Rights the Supreme Court
would have had no lever whereby to upset
the Constitution as originally drafted and
adopted. It is at this point that what hap-
pened in 1787 and immediately afterward ties
up with the problems of 1937.

III. The Framers and Their Handiwork.
It is the thesis of the reactionaries and the
pseudo-liberals of the Beard-Myers school
that the United States Constitution was de-
signed by the propertied classes, principally
the business interests, as a protection to prop-

“erty against the onslaughts of popular govern-

ment. This view I believe to be utterly
erroneous, notwithstanding the fact that the
Constitution was adopted by the American
people not in the flush of revolutionary ardor
but in the “gray dawn of the morning after,”
and that that mood is of necessity reflected in
the document. It is not true, to begin with,
that there was any danger from “popular gov-
ernment”’ before the United States Constitu-
tion was adopted, since there was no popular
government at that time. The then existing
state governments were based on limited
franchise, the limitations being prescribed by
the respective state constitutions. Nor could
the United States Constitution effect any
change in this respect, since it provides that
the House of Representatives shall be elected
by the same franchise as “‘the most numerous
branch of the state legislature,” while the
senators were to be elected by the state legis-
latures. In other words, the question of
franchise is left in the hands of the separate
states.

Nor is it true that the business interests
controlled the Constitutional Convention, al-
though it is true that they engineered the
calling of the convention and were largely in-
terested in the adoption of the Constitution.
The true situation was this: the business in-
terests were not particularly concerned at this
time with the problem of more or less de-
mocracy, and the debates in the Constitutional
Convention show that on the question of
democracy the division was not that of busi-
ness interests on the one side and agricultural
interests on the other. What the business in-
terests were concerned with primarily was the
creation of one nation in the place of thirteen
states, which was in line with the nation-

" building role of capitalism at that stage. But,
as already stated, the business interests were
not in control of the convention. The Con-

stitution as it came from the framers was,
therefore, a compromise between the centraliz-
ing tendencies of the business interests and
the anti-centralization preferences of the agri-
cultural interests.

The true situation—the fact that the line-
up of forces for or against the Constitution
was not along the line of democracy or anti-
democracy—is best illustrated by the attitude
of Rhode Island. That state had the most
undemocratic constitution of any of the orig-
inal thirteen states. So strongly were the
anti-democratic forces entrenched in that
state that this undemocratic constitution re-
mained in force until 1842, long after most
of the other states had adopted democratic
constitutions. It took a rebellion, the Dorr
rebellion, to abolish this extremely undemo-
cratic and utterly archaic constitution. But
Rhode Island was the most pronounced op-
ponent of the United States Constitution. It
refused to send delegates to the Constitutional
Convention and was never represented at that
convention. - It also refused to ratify the Con-
stitution, and did not actually accept it until
a year after the government was actually op-
erating under the new constitution, and
Rhode Island was confronted with the alter-
native of either adhering to the Constitution
or staying out of the Union.

1V. Alexander Hamilton versus Thomas
Jefferson. “A glaring example,” says Mr.
Edelman, “of Mr. Boudin’s apologetics is his
attempt to foist upon Alexander Hamilton a
democratic attitude toward the United States
legislature.” This is not only the exact reverse
from the truth but nonsense in itself. In addi-
tion it shows a woeful lack of understanding
of the word “democratic” in this connection.
The word “democratic”’ had an entirely dif-
ferent meaning in 1787 from what it has to-
day, and one would assume that a Communist
who believes in democratic centralization
should know more about the subject than
Mr. Edelman apparently does. It is rather
important for the movement that we get some
light on the subject if we would not labor
under the confusion from which Mr. Edel-
man suffers.

Perhaps the best way of clearing up that
confusion is by a discussion of the relative
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positions of Alexander Hamilton and Thomas
Jefferson toward the end of the eighteenth
century and the first decades of the twentieth
century. There can be no doubt of the fact
that in 1787 and the years immediately fol--
lowing, Alexander Hamilton represented the
undemocratic. forces of this country while
Jefferson represented the democratic forces. I
have "discussed this subject at considerable
length elsewhere and need not go into it here
again. But, and here’s the rub, “democratic”
as used in this connection meant anti-centrali-
zation while “undemocratic” meant centrali-
zation. Hamilton wanted an all-powerful
federal legislature so that it could pass laws
which would weld the thirteen separate states
into one nation ruled by a strong central gov-
ernment. This was necessary for the capitalist
interests which Hamilton represented. On the
other hand, the agricultural interests, repre-
sented by Jefferson, had no need of centralized
government and were therefore fearful of it.
Both men knew that centralized government
was an efficient instrument of capitalism, and
their attitude toward this question was deter-
mined by the respective interests which they
represented.

The Constitution as it came from the hands
of the framers was rather favorable to the
Hamiltonian view, although it did not wholly
represent it. The Jeffersonians, fearing cen-
tralization, forced the adoption of the Bill of
Rights, which was intended to limit the
powers of the government at least insofar
as individual rights are concerned. But indi-
vidual rights meant to Jefferson no less than
to Hamilton the protection of property rights.
It matters little that the kind of property in
which Jefferson was interested was not the
same as that which interested Hamilton. Nor
is it of any particular consequence in this con-
nection what relative emphasis either placed
on each of the three terms involved in the
formula “life, liberty, and property.” The
important thing in our connection is that
Hamilton was willing to accept the Constitu-
tion without any mention of any one of these
rights, while Jefferson insisted that some form
of protection for all of them be inserted in
the Constitution; and that it is at the insist-

‘ence of the Jeffersonians that the notion of

any special protection to property was intro-
duced into the Constitution with the ultimate,
even though probably unforeseen, result of
giving the judiciary a handle to limit the
power of the legislature and a lever for the
aggrandizement of their own power.

Mr. Edelman seems to think that in addi-
tion to ‘“‘putting over’ a reactionary consti-
tution on the people of the United States,
Hamilton succeeded in putting over on me a
false notion as to his alleged democracy by
some ‘“pronouncements,” whatever that may
mean. Well, all I can say is that if Mr.
Edelman will take the trouble to read the
last appendix to the first volume of my Gov-
ernment by Judiciary, he will find the rele-
vant documentary evidence which consists of
something much more important than mere
“pronouncements.”
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Class Relations Are Decisive

Commenting on Louis B. Boudin’s constitutional interpretations, the
secretary of the Communist Party emphasizes the central issue involved

R. EDELMAN’s letter and Mr. Bou-
M din’s reply would, perhaps, under

other circumstances stimulate me to
enter fully into the discussion. But pressure
of more immediate tasks makes this impossible,
This occasion, however, can be seized for a
more limited purpose, that is, to give an indi-
cation of a line of discussion which, in my
humble opinion, would be worth following up
among serious Marxists. '

Reserving certain points of difference with
Boudin’s original article, it is my opinion that
it was a serious and praiseworthy contribution
to a much neglected question. I can by no
means agree that it is a “vulgarized distortion”
or a “right-opportunist deviation.” Its con-
clusions coincide with those of the statement
issued by the Communist Party on the occa-
sion of the anniversary of the Constitution.
Edelman jumped to conclusions not justified
by Boudin’s article, read into it views which
were not there.

Boudin’s exposure of how the ‘“‘economic
interpretation” of the undoubtedly progressive
Beard is used today by reactionaries for their
own ends performed a useful service. Recog-
nition of this does not make a reactionary of
Beard, nor dispose of the valuable work he
has done. Neither does it give a license for
smart youngsters to make faces at Beard on
the basis of undigested Marxian theory and
an almost complete ignorance of the simple
facts of American history. But certainly it is
necessary, once for all, for the Marxists to
begin a serious study of American history
which, from the outset, breaks through the
limitations of the ‘“economic interpretation”
school equally with those of its derivative
“debunking” school, a study which will strive
for the depth and broad sweep of understand-
ing of Marx and Engels, of Lenin and Stalin.

It is precisely the central weakness of the
Beard school that it does not see the class
struggle as the motive force in history. It is
rather strange that Edelman thinks its strength
lies in its understanding of the “class nature
and intent of the Constitution.” My own
criticism of Boudin’s handling of the question
is quite different. It seems to me that Boudin,
for example, in belittling the importance of
the Bill of Rights and the struggle to write it
into the Constitution before that document
was ratified, is thinking more in terms of the
constitutional lawyer than of the student of
class struggles. In terms of constitutional
theory, the Bill of Rights may have added
nothing, as Boudin contends (this is seriously
debatable), but the fight for it undoubtedly
was a decisive factor in crystallizing the party

By Earl Browder

of Jefferson and preparing its practical domi-
nance in the republic’s most crucial years.

No one has shown more forcibly than Bou-
din that the Constitution is in effect what the
Supreme Court says it is, and not what the
ordinary citizen may find in its relatively sim-
ple terms. This is true from the viewpoint
of legal theory. President Roosevelt recently
spoke for the Constitution as a “layman’s
document” as against a “lawyer’s document’;
this did honor to his democratic intentions,
and was a contribution to the struggle to make
it a fact in reality. But the United States
government, which he heads, has issued a big,
fat volume explaining what is the Constitu-
tion that is actually enforced—made up 99
percent of Supreme Court decisions, the es-
sence of which is legal hair-splitting. Only a
mass struggle of the people can reclaim the
Constitution from the jurists, and thereby
change the legal theory.

But can we say that the constitutional his-
tory of the United States is the history of the
evolution of legal thought, of the struggle of
logic between rival hair-splitters? Thas would
be nonsense, the rejection of all basis' for
social science. Which hair is chosen, and just
how it shall be split, is determined by the
relation of class forces in society. Never was
this better demonstrated than in 1937 when
Roosevelt’s Court Reform Bill, defeated in
Congress though it was, still effectively called
a halt to the epidemic of judicial vetoes, and
caused the Court to see a new light on the
constitutionality of minimum wage laws and
a few other things.

I must say that it seems to me that Boudin
often falls, in the course of his arguments,
into consideration of abstract legal theories at
the expense of the underlying class forces.
This perhaps accounts for his uncritical ac-
ceptance of the traditional view, which he
shares with the Beard school, that, as Boudin
expresses it, “ ‘democratic’ as used in this con-
nection meant anti-centralization while ‘un-
democratic’ meant centralization.” This for-
mulais accurate only for periods when the
democratic forces were in opposition and the
anti-democratic forces were in power, such as
the first twelve years under the Constitution.
But it certainly does not account for Jeffer-
son, as President, exercising a centralized
power such as no other President has done,
the power to ignore the Constitution in a ques-
tion vital to the whole future of the nation,
as in the Louisiana Purchase. And certainly
it hasn’t the slightest relation to the present
day, when the anti-democratic forces are the
extreme decentralizers on principle (of course,

here again for the moment only) while the
democratic forces must struggle for a govern-
ment of sufficiently centralized powers to en-
force national policies requisite for the preser-
vation of democracy. The political alignments
have been and are constantly in flux in relation
to abstract principles such as “centralization”
of its opposite, but the class groupings and
antagonisms are much more stable.

Boudin’s devotion to the aspect of legal
theory is also probably responsible for his mis-
take, which flows from the previous one, when
he says: “Individual rights meant to Jefferson
no less than to Hamilton the protection of
property rights. It matters little (my emphasis
—E. B.) that the kind of property in which
Jefferson was interested was not the same as
that which interested Hamilton.” Now it
happens that from the standpoint of legal
theory that is true, but from the standpoint
of class relations and class struggle it is un-
true. Precisely “the kind of property” was
what mattered most of all, at that time, in
determining whether democracy should pre-
vail. If individual private property of the
kind in which Jefferson was interested should
prevail, widespread ownership of the land by
its cultivators, that in itself was the basis and
guarantee of democracy. It is because that
kind of private property has been divorced
from the great mass of the population, and
no adequate economic basis for democracy has
taken its place, that democracy is threatened
by destruction in the United States as in the
rest of the capitalist world.

Thus Boudin missed the essential question
of the struggle between Hamilton and Jeffer-
son, and this also accounts for the weakness
with which he links up the struggle against
the Supreme Court today with the basic prob-
lem of the democratic masses, namely, the
problem of conquering for themselves an
economic foundation to replace the lost one
of individual ownership of the means of pro-
duction. This is the issue that binds the prob-
lems of immediate economic betterment with
the final struggle for socialism.

Notwithstanding these weaknesses of Bou-
din’s articles (perhaps others could be pointed
out), they remain valuable and instructive
contributions to our current thought, which
in the main agree in their conclusions with
the program of action of the Communist
Party. Boudin’s strength arises out of the ap-
plication of the Marxian method to the prob-
lems of constitutional law; his weaknesses
arise from excessive preoccupation with legal
theory in a field which can only be dealt with
effectively in terms of class struggle.
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Concerning Mr. Boudin on the Constitution—From the “Eagle” strike front—The Federal Music Project

To THE NEW MASSES:

Louis B. Boudin’s article .on the Constitution
[issue of September 21], represents, despite the
author’s qualifications as a constitutional lawyer, a
tendency toward a vulgarized distortion of the
Communist position as outlined by Browder. In
fact, it is more than a tendency. It is—I don’t like
to use that phrase, but it is the most apt—a right-
opportunist deviation.

Professor Beard’s perception of social forces at
work is limited by his lack of a dialectical approach,
but his analysis of the framing of the Constitution
proper, i.e., minus the amendments, is basically
correct. The Constitution is a result of the efforts of
the propertied elements who feared and mistrusted
the masses. The checks and balances, the election
of one-third of the Senate every two years, in-
direct elections, limited franchise, and many other
features, prove that those who engineered the Con-
stitutional Convention were predominantly anti-
democratic. More than an ironical remark is needed
to explode the “legend” created by the Beard-Myers
school about the class nature and intent of the Con-
stitution. It is also not “largely a neutral instru-
ment,” but an instrument heavily loaded in favor
of the existing social order and against attempts to
change it. Our awareness of the deficiences of the
Beard-Myers school must not induce us to empty the
baby with the bath.

Our task as Communists — twentieth-century
Americans—is not to whitewash the reactionaries of
1787 and their handiwork. What we must point
out is that the exponents of democracy at that time
protested and fought against the barriers erected
against popular expression; that we are continuing
the work of Jefferson, Jackson, and others in their
struggle to democratize the Constitution. We accept
the Bill of Rights and the democratic aspects of the
Constitution. We wash our hands of, and surely
need not wax apologetic over, the rest of the docu-
ment to the point of characterizing it as “that
venerable and worthy instrument of government.”
In short, our opposition to the encroachments of the
Supreme Court need not induce us to take the Con-
stitution iz toto under our protective wings. We
shall fail in our duty to the masses if we do not
consistently expose all other anti-democratic features
of the Constitution while directing our main fire
against the Supreme Court.

A glaring example of Mr. Boudin’s apologetics is
his attempt to foist upon Hamilton a democratic at-
titude toward the United States legislature. Nothing
could be more absurd and more naive than to
ascribe democratic intentions to the arch-enemy of
democracy. Mr. Boudin may as well judge a
Liberty Leaguer’s enthusiasm for liberty by his fer-
vent pronouncements.

We would be creating disastrous illusions in the
minds of the masses and confusion in our own
ranks if we swallow the slogan Mr. Boudin pro-
poses for the working class to “Save the Constitution
by depriving the Supreme Court of the power to
pervert or destroy it.”

New York. Isipor EDELMAN.

(Articles on the Constitution by Mr. Boudin and
Earl Browder appear on pages 18 and 20.)

An “Eagle” Strike Sidelight
To THE NEw MaASSES:

We are not at liberty to use the name of a large
New York department store, but we think the fol-
lowing story about it will be of interest to you.

The League of Women Shoppers voted to support
the striking workers of the Brooklyn Daily Eagle,
and one way of helping was to visit advertisers of
the struck paper to ask them to withdraw their ad-
vertisements until the strike had been satisfactorily
settled. :

We were received very favorably by one out-
standing New York store which has a Brooklyn
branch and the management informed us that al-
though they could not stop advertising they would
be glad to run a piece of copy with their regular
advertisement saying, “Our Brooklyn customers are
entitled to news about prices and fashions, but this
in no way means that we sympathize with the
labor policy of the Brooklyn Daily Eagle”” 'The
copy was sent to the Eagle and the advertising
manager promptly informed the department store
that “the following statement is not acceptable for
publication.” The management of the Eagle went
even further and suggested that the store substitute
“Our Brooklyn customers are entitled to news about
prices and fashions but this does not mean that we
in any way support either the management or the
strikers of the Brooklyn Eagle.”

The department store refused to run the copy as
suggested by the management!

FrANCIS NEWMARK, Executive Secretary,
League of Women Shoppers, Inc.

On W.P.A. Music

To THE NEw MASSES:

Reading between the lines of Mr. Darrell's
article on the prospective program of the W.P.A.
Federal Music Project for the coming season [issue
of October 12] one may divine that he is in favor
of that sort of thing. He favors it seemingly under
some sort of constraint, perhaps a feeling that he
must favor it to conform to the policy of the NEw
Masses, causing a painful burden to fall on his
literary imagination, for he confesses not to be
acquainted with the project’s work to date; a con-
straint from which he would be more than freed if
he had attended some of the many outstanding per-
formances given during the comparatively brief
span of its existence.

Perhaps the elaborate analogies of ant homes
and aquatic microcosms were developed in a laud-
able attempt to enlist public interest in the con-
tinued sustenance of the music project. But the
ridiculous and unfortunate implications of vermicu-
lar scale are either stupid or indeed, so to speak,
lousy. They would certainly have been impossible,
even to Mr. Darrell, had he heard the splendid
performances in the Mozart-Haydn series which
have created such great expectations for the forth-
coming Beethoven series, the Melody Singers, the
unsurpassed Madrigal Singers, and many of the
soloists and chamber groups, to mention only those
with which I am familiar. I think the distinct air
of condescension would quickly change to one of
complete embarrassment at his first experience of
the quality which supports this monumental and in-
valuable program.

I am not a member of the music project, I am a
member of its audience. During the past two years,
to the best of my recollection, I have not attended
a musical or a theatrical performance not under
the federal gis, partly of course because I cannot
afford them, partly because in the case of the theater
there is not much else I care to see; in the case of
music because they offer all I need.

New York. LINCOLN ROTHSCHILD.

Reviewer Darrell Replies

To THE NEw MASSES:

Mr. Rothschild is so assiduous a between-line
reader that he seems to have missed the direct
sense of my words. Acknowledging unfamiliarity
with certain aspects of the vast activity of the
Federal Music Project is hardly a complete confes-
sion of ignorance of its achievements or its many
outstanding performances. And it is quite unneces-
sary for him to “divine” that I am “in favor of

i

that sort of thing” or that my literary imagination
was unduly strained. He is obviously ignorant of
the fact that since I began writing concert notes for
the NEw MaAsses about a year ago, I have—on many
occasions and in unequivocal terms—praised the
project’s work and commended it to every reader’s
attention; that I have reviewed outstanding per-
formances with enthusiasm or regret as I appraised
their quality.

In addition to that of October 12, the February 9
and June 8 articles were devoted exclusively to the
F.M.P,, and its activities were discussed and its con-
certs reviewed at various lengths in the issues of
December 1, 1936, January 26, February 9 and 23,
March 16 and 30, April 27, and June 29, 1937. Con-
sidering the relative infrequency of appearance of
these notes, the proportion of space devoted to the
F.M.P. is certainly neither unfair nor inadequate,
and Mr. Rothschild is the first to discover a distinct
or any other air of condescension toward the project

_in my comments.

I can’t quarrel with his interpreting my words as
he pleases, but I do with his unfounded misinterpre-
tation of my motives. I am in favor (and whole-
heartedly) of the F.M.P. and I have never needed
any prompting to say so. Indeed, I have found it
necessary to struggle against allowing my favoritism
to cloud my appraisals of its performances, cf.
(June 8) “I've found it hard to evaluate with stern
critical honesty work with which I feel strong sym-
pathy, work motivated by admirable purposes and
ideals.”

When F.M.P. concerts have failed to measure up
to expectations, up to the standards their best work
has set, I've been disappointed and said so (if they
had been given under other auspices, I would have
refused to review the performance) because I believe
—to quote again from the June 8 article—“in such
a case the best pal is truly the severest critic who
holds up an emphatic danger signal to this self-
satisfied move in a dangerous direction.”

Mr. Rothschild, in citing various F.M.P. groups,
adds “to mention only those with which I am
familiar.” My October 12 article was intended to
call attention to the multitudinous other F.M.P.
groups and their activities with many of which
neither he nor I am familiar. My analogies were
hardly elaborate, but it is regrettable that they
struck even one reader as unfortunate, not to say
lousy. They were indeed an attempt to enlist public
interest in the continued sustenance of the music
project and were stupid if they failed in that at-
tempt. I used them in an attempt to express the

-amazement I and surely other observers feel iIn

watching the vast F.M.P. activity, the difficulty we
have in prophesying its eventual results and in de=
termining the immediate and eventual effects of its
powerful impact on the musical life of the country.

If Mr. Rothschild feels that the F.M.P, concerts
offer all he needs in music and I feel that my own
musical experiences should not be restricted to them
or any other single source, it'’s simply a question of
each to his taste and his opportunities; I shouldn’t
dare to say that it is he who derives the less pleasure
and value. I respect and share his admiration for
the FM.P. Before he opens a barrage on its
enemies he had better make sure of their identity
and question himself whether blind enthusiasm is
not poor friendship. The project’s own members are
not unconscious of shortcomings in some perform-
ances; they and every honest supporter will wel-
come sympathetic help, not only for the vital contin-
uance of federal subsidy and publicity for its con-
certs, but also in elevating and maintaining stand-
ards of programs and performances at a level fully
worthy of the project’s high artistic significance.

R. D. DARRreLL.
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Corpses for Sale
*11 each

What industrial corporation, engaged in war work, billed the U. S.
Government $75 for the burial of each of its employees who died during
an influenza epidemic—and then sold the bodies for $11 apiece?

Did the family that controlled this corporation need the money?
TODAY it possesses 24 impressive estates (contammg 723 bathrooms),
30 yachts, numerous pipe organs, swimming pools, gardens, blooded
horses, stables, etc.

This is only one of the startling and impressive facts revealed in this “solidly sensational” volume that actually
names the 60 families which constitute America’s invisible government.

Read This Book If You Want to Learn

® How an agent of these 60 ruling dynasties was able to predict, three years ahead of time, that Woodrow
Wilson would become President and, a year before the 1920 nominating convention met, that Warren
G. Harding would be nominated and elected.

® How “charitable” foundations are used to escape taxation—while leaving actual control of the money in
the hands of the wealthy “donor.”

® What college presidents are really for and how many leading Eastern Universities have become mere
holding companies—and for whom.

® How the genuinely wealthy live—of the family that employs more personal servants than the Royal Family
of Great Britain, of the man who owns 100 Lincolns, of the “coming out” party that cost $250,000, of the
Park Avenue bathtub that cost $35,000.

® How and WHY these fortunes are steadily growing larger—etc, etc.

This book reveals for the first time who and what these 60 families are, how they
rule America, and how their sinister and corroding influence pervades politics, finance,
journalism, arts and letters, scientific research, philanthropy and education.

The Book Union Selection for November

AMERICA'S 60 FAMILIES

“Solidly Sensational*
By FERDINAND LUNDBERG

Author of “Imperial Hearst”
568 pages. $3:75 at all bookstores ‘ THE VANGUARD PRESS 424 Madison Avenue, New York City

Mention NEwW MASSES when patronizing advertisers
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Briffault’s novel of social disaster in post-war England—A handful of books on various phases of Americana and the arts

OBERT BRIFFAULT’s second novel* con-
tinues the adventures of Julian Bern .

and his indistinguishable friend who
tells the story. It lingers for some time among
the rich, who have become less idle and more
boring after the outbreak of the World War;
then plunges into the trenches, into the Rus-
sian revolution, and comes to rest in the mid-
dle of despondency and exhaustion that char-
acterized post-war England. The sophisticated
burlesque that was European aristocracy be-
fore the war has been closed by the censorship
of events, and Mr. Briffault is not as com-
fortable in another theater. But he sits
doggedly through the English tragi-comedy of
upper-class greed shuffling about in thread-
bare cloaks of patriotism and humanitarian
sympathy. He gets excited over the melo-
dramatic surface of revolution in Russia. And
when the ending of the war once more re-
leases the antics of the rich in England, he
has been purged of any desire to participate.
The articulation of events in this new novel
is as careless as in Europa, and since the epi-
sodes are more varied, the distinguished pas-
sages float disconsolately among the common-
place. Trench fighting and soldiers on leave
offer Briffault no chance of excelling Bar-
busse, Dos Passos, or even Zweig and
Remarque. He is still at his best when con-
sorting with the upper classes. But for this
milieu he has now gained the detachment of
contempt, which permits him on one occasion
to beat Aldous Huxley at his own game.
What Mr. Eden’s and Mr. Chamberlain’s
conduct of international policy is driving at,
Briffault has exposed in a single brilliant epi-
sode. The unctuous brazen hypocrisy of these
British statesmen enables them to act in favor
of invested wealth under cover of benevolent
terminology. But the overpowering course of
events forces them occasionally into a fum-
bling support of their democratic pretenses,
and the empire crumbles. This is, I take it,
the intended theme of Europa in Limbo, and
it clearly emerges from its own fumbled ex-
pression elsewhere in the dramatic clarity of
the weekend at Clinton Abbey. Sententious
political conversation here conceals the deprav-
ity of titled lives. But the servants are more
frankly contaminated; cannot carry either
their liquor or their suppressed desires so well ;
and drunken orgies below stairs end with the
house in flames. Though the satire is as droll
as Huxley’s, it is not content merely to clarify
personal idiosyncracy. Briffault’s Marxism
enables him to penetrate beneath the personal
futility and disclose the social disaster.
It is now clear, therefore, that Briffault has
a plan, and a good plan for a series of novels;
and to help him achieve it one can only hope
that he will at length pay some attention to

* EUrOPA IN LimBo, by Robert Briffault. Charles
* Seribner’s Sons. $2.75.

the attacks of his critics. The careless verve,
the willful distortion of Europa was appro-
priate to its frenzied decadence. But now
that the progress of his story demands the
abandonment of the Rabelaisian, Briffault’s
style tends to alternate between the dull and
the melodramatic. The descent into dullness
in certain passages of Europa in Limbo retains
the comfort of probability, but the melo-
dramatic chapters predict the loss of proba-
bility altogether.

In them Julian and the pretty Russian
princess he has now married find themselves
caught between their Soviet friends and their
White Guard relatives in a little Ukrainian
village that is alternately occupied by the
Whites and the Reds. Here is 2 new theme
which is as significant as it is difficult to ex-
press; for it concerns an unstable, untypical,
Russian minority. It calls for the most care-
ful discriminations. But Briffault hurries
through the external actions so carelessly that
none of them have the slightest ring of proba-
bility. If this episode is to expand, as it ought,
into the theme of a third novel, he must shift
his attention from action to motivation, or
the narrative will degenerate into a detective
story of espionage. The sincerity of Briffault’s
communism and the seriousness of his original
design deserve a better fate.

Epwin Berry Burcum.

American Odyssey

LitrrLe GoLDEN AMERICA, by Ilya Iif and
Eugene Petrov. Farrar & Rinehart. $2.75.

OR more than two months IlIf and

Petrov went up and down the United
States in their mouse-colored Ford, “a grain
of dust chased by a gasoline storm.” This
book is their letter home about it all.

They were looking for America, as they had
told the Dutch Treat Club in New York be-
fore setting out, and had been advised in New
York, in Washington, and in Mark Twain’s
Hartford that they had to seek elsewhere.
(‘This was late in 1935, and the toastmaster’s
rejoinder was that, if they came back after No-
vember 6, 1936, they would know what

John Lonergan

America had decided to be and where to find
it.) As it was, IlIf and Petrov looked at a
pre-C.I.O. America.

They saw the Danbury Fair and the death
house at Sing Sing, prize fights, strip-tease
shows, rodeos, the Ford Plant (including
Henry himself), Chicago which depressed
them and the desert which thrilled them.
Driven by the irrepressible speed-demon Mrs.
Adams and guided by her husband—surely
one of the unforgettable characters of travel
literature—they talked to hitch-hikers and
policemen, hotel keepers, artists, Mexican
laborers, filling-station attendants, and every-
body else that came within range of Mrs.
Adams’s voice. In Carmel they saw Lincoln
Steffens on his death bed; in Hollywood they
met film folk high and low. They paid par-
ticular attention to the small town (the book
was called “One-Story America” in the Rus-
sian) and were fascinated by its deadly dull-
ness and sameness. They didn’t like the food,
gagged at the theater and movies; they mar-
velled at the willingness of chance-met people
to tell all about themselves and their hopeless
lack of curiosity about others. And they were
continuously impressed by the physical com-
forts and conveniences available in plentitude
on every side, which, they decided, were “not
at all a sign of luxury, but standardized and
accessible.” They found life superbly organ-
ized for the comfort of man and the machine
he drives, if he has a machine to drive. A
thousand references bear testimony to their
admiration for American efficiency, trust-
worthiness in matters of appointments, and
general intelligence in the mechanics of exist-
ence.

And not for one minute were they fooled.
They saw the slums behind the main streets,
the poverty on which the piled-up wealth
rested, the lack of content in the apparently
opulent life that flaunted its outward symbols
everywhere. They saw and wrote about
America before the chorus of slander against
the Soviet Union had attained its present high
pitch, with its “fear psychoses” orchestration,
so this estimate of the American state of mind
is not a reply, but an independent observation.

The country is now facing its own reductio ad
absurdum. It is capable now, today, of feeding a
billion people, and yet it cannot feed its own hun-
dred and twenty millions. It has everything needed
to create a peaceful life for its people, yet it has
come to such a pass that the entire population is in
a state of unrest; the unemployed fears that he will
never again find a job; the employed fears that he
will lose his job; the farmer fears a crop failure,
because then prices will increase and it will cost
him more to buy bread, but he also fears a good
crop, because then prices will fall and he will have
to sell his produce for a pittance. The rich fear
that bandits will kidnap their children, bandits fear
that they will be placed in the electric chair. Im-
migrants fear that they will be deported from
America; Negroes fear that they will be lynched;
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politicians fear elections; the average man fears
illness, because then doctors will take everything he
owns; the merchant fears that racketeers will come
and riddle his store counters with a machine-gun
fusillade.

What they could not foresee was the transi-
tion of great masses of the population from a
fear psychology to a fighting mood, as the
C.I.O. rose and flourished, as the movement
for a national farmer-labor party takes shape;
nor could they foresee the new spirit that has
come into American life in the last eighteen
months. Herman MICHELSON.

Jewish Immigrants

THE MOTHER, by Sholem Asch. G. P. Put-
nam’s Sons. $2.50.

TORIES about immigrant families almost
invariably have a certain folk charm.
Hardships in retrospect, in the telling of them,
often achieve a humorous, even magical qual-
ity which this translation from the Yiddish
skillfully conveys. Asch’s family of Polish Jews
meets the bitter implications of its poverty
with shrewdness, tenderness, irony, prayer, and
a sense of the comic in misfortune.

These qualities, as well as the ever present
feeling for the lifebearing power of human
labor, are crystallized in a speech by Ansel, the
father, to his family on their first Passover in
America:

How is it that I, a Jew, a Scripture reader in
the old home, and so, of course, in spite of every-
thing a scholar, how is it that I should be sitting
in a room with Gentile wenches and doing a
woman’s work, sewing shirts? When 1 think this
over thoroughly—and while one is busy sewing
is a splendid time to think things over—it seems to
me that I have developed into an entirely differ-
ent Ansel, a better, more admirable, more honest
Ansel, who serves God more honestly than formerly
in the old home. . . . I am not eating bread which
I have not earned. Then I praise God and give
thanks that he made a workingman of me. Oh it
isn’t so simple a matter, this sewing shirts, it’s a
great thing; all one needs to do is just to give the
idea thoughtful consideration.

This occurs almost in the middle of the
book, and save for the inclusion of one or two
later episodes, it would have been better had
the story ended here, in all its pleasant sim-
plicity.

The second half is chiefly devoted to the af-
fair of the daughter, Deborah, with a young
sculptor, Buchholz, whom she leaves in the
end, for his own good, so to speak, so that he
can go off to Paris with his scholarship and a
lady with Oriental eyes and good connections.
Asch implies a parallel between the sacrifices
of Deborah for Buchholz and those of her
mother, the heroic Sarah, for her husband and
children. In this parallel, the idea of the
Mother, symbolized in Buchholz’s statue of
Deborah, is lent a mystical significance. But
in this new motherhood, art has taken the
place of life.

This substitution is brought out very clearly
by an overdrawn incident. Deborah, in order
to continue working and posing for Buchholz,
has an abortion without his knowledge. While

she is still weak from the operation, Buchholz
is inspired by her to do his best work. The
unborn child becomes a real as well as sym-
bolic sacrifice to the statue.

The falsity, the lack of necessity of such a
sacrifice is apparent from the artificially roman-
tic treatment of the whole relationship. The
idea of motherhood has also degenerated con-
siderably. Whereas Sarah’s relation to her
family was that of a real individual, a tower of
bodily and spiritual strength, Deborah merely
“mothers” her sculptor, lets him creep back to
the womb where, in forgetfulness of reality, he
is supposed to produce masterpieces. This re-
turn to the mother is not new in modern litera-
ture, just as it is routine in modern psychology.
Because he is not able to treat this theme of
frustration objectively, to give it a material
basis, Asch has fallen for the bourgeois separa-
tion of art and life, exalting all sacrifices of art
to life as events in an eternal tragedy.

Early in the book, Ansel shouts to his wife
who is crying over a letter from her eldest son
in America, “Let me read, for heaven’s sake,
you can cry later on.” This moment of dra-
matic insight on Asch’s part is impossible with-
out a clear sense of values and understanding
of Ansel’s weakness and desire to escape. But
Buchholz never achieves the reality of one such
shout. He is art wandering through the park
with leaves in his hair while other people
worry about the rent. He is out of date.

CLARENCE WEINSTOCK.

Dementia Praecox

Mania, by Lawrence M. Jayson. Funk &
Wagnalls Co. $2.

HIS is an autobiography which, in

somewhat fictionized form, tells the sur-
face story of a man’s mental illness and strug-
gle back to health. The success of Mr. Jayson’s
admittedly unusual recovery from dementia
precox comes from the strong life-drive
within him rather than from any very definite
help that he received. “We did not cure you

_at all,” a doctor tells him when he is recov-

Marcella Broudo

NEW MASSES

ered. “You cured yourself. Our function
was simply to provide the ideal conditions so
that your mind could wrestle with the prob-
lems and solve them accurately.” With all
sympathy for the human fact of Mr. Jayson’s
illness, the reader will feel that the real forces
for sickness and health—both within and out-
side the mind—are hardly touched on in Mr.
Jayson’s book.

A recent NEw MassEs article gave a cruel °
insight into the social reality within which the
problem of insanity must be set—inadequate
state appropriations, underpaid help in state
hospitals, lack of proper supervision outside of
hospitals. When I visited a state hospital dur-
ing the low point of the depression, I asked a
nurse—among other things—how many pa-
tients there were on the average to a single
nurse. She said that an average of ten was
considered right both for proper treatment and
for the safety of the nursing staff, but that be-
cause of low appropriations there were actu-
ally a hundred to a single nurse. Whether or
not this may have been an exaggeration, it cer-
tainly explains a statement in Mr. Jayson’s
book, that in a certain institution those “in the
‘violent’” ward” were “the dregs of humanity
and treated as such—hollow, rotting hulks
sent to finish lives which could not be ended
legally any other way.”

‘That Mr. Jayson was not in such an insti-
tution was fortunate for him. He also was
fortunate in having a sympathetic and fairly
well-to-do family to which to return after his
recovery. Yet easy as Mr. Jayson’s story is,
the reader will feel understandingly the psy-
chological reluctance felt by the author and
by some of the friends he made within the
hospital to return to the world “outside.”
“The nearest thing to heaven,” his friend Joe
says, “is a place like this.” And as things go
in the world now, it is only too true that for
many people only a fierce life-drive and some
ultimate hope makes it possible to go on liv-
ing. One person out of twenty does—for a
short period or permanently—retreat from a
difficult world into the easier adjustment of
psychosis. Yet to Mr. Jayson there does not
seem to occur the answer our friend Mike
Gold gives every day—*“change the world.”

MiLLEN Branp.

Dutch Uncle of the Arts

THE Arrts, by Willem Hendrik van Loon.
Illustrated by the author. Simon & Schus-
ter. $3.95.

POTTING a ten-year-old boy and girl
holding a drawing portfolio and a violin
case as his train stops at a particularly ugly
bit of American landscape, Mr. van Loon
decides he will write a book on the arts for
them. Then, almost as though he had invited
the kids to pull up chairs beside his table in
the dining-car, where in this emergency he
must illustrate his examples on the tablecloth
with his butter knife, he proceeds to talk to
them about the beauty of art and its history
like a Dutch uncle.
Mr. van Loon genuinely enjoys art and
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OUR 20th ANNIVERSARY

PRESENT TO YOU

THE COLLECTED WORKS OF

LENIN

Eight beautifully printed volumes packed
with the experience of Lenin and the Bolshe-
vik Party beginning with the early days of the
Iskra Period up to the actual seizure
of powerin 1917.

EIGHT BRILLIANT VOLUMES
The Iskra Period 2 vols.
Materialism and Empirio-Criticism
The Imperialist War
The Revolution of 1917—2 vols.
Toward the Seizure of Power—2 vols.

FREE THIS MONTH

with the Lenin set,
your choice of either
The October Revolu-
tion by Joseph Stalin
or the biography of
Joseph Stalin by Henri
Barbusse.

ONE THOUSAND Lenin sets including the
additional free book have been set aside by
Workers Bookshops throughout the country
during the month of November as part of
the celebration of the Twentieth Anniversary
of the Soviet Union.

The price on this remarkable

offer cannot be advertised. Visit

your nearest Workers Bookshop to-

day. Mention this advertisement.

You will be surprised what little

money is needed to make this set
yours.

Workers Bookshop
50 East 13th St. New York

Mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers

wants to share his enjoyment. His discourse
is primarily a sales talk to win the uninitiated
over to an understanding and appreciation of
art in general and actual participation in some
specific category—even as a hobby. His single
idea is that art enriches a person’s life. While
he necessarily recognizes economic and politi-
cal forces that have affected art, he hasn’t a
great deal of interest in art as it has affected
economics and politics. Art is to him “essen-
tially a one-man experience,” and “man is not
a rational animal and hates logic as a cat hates
water.”

Every illustration is a van Loon drawing,
and, unlike the elaborate diagrams in his
Geography, the majority of them are useless
as documentation. Cave drawings, Greek
sculptures mosaics, even impressionist paint-
ings are all redone in the author’s (after all)
definitely limited technique.

Like the drawings, the text is informal, en-
tertaining, superficial, often inaccurate, and so
hurriedly written that in spite of the book’s
impressive size and the vastness of its sub-
ject matter, there crops up throughout the
feeling that Uncle Willem is glancing at his
watch and that we must soon leave his table
and let his train take him off to do another
book on another important subject.

CROCKETT JOHNSON.

Behind W.P.A. Footlights

BrEAD AND CIRCUSES, by Willson W hitman.
Oxford University Press. $1.73.

HE federal government went into the
show business not only to keep people
fed, but to keep them employed at tasks
which made use of their particular skills.
Out of this twofold purpose of the Federal
Theater Project, other consequences arose.
An entire class, which had been cut off from
the theater by high prices and the restriction
of the theater to small sections of the coun-
try, once again saw “‘real live plays.” The
dramatic level of these plays rose gradually
from Lightnin’ and Broken Dishes to social
criticism, the classics, and finally to new the-
atrical forms.
In her exciting story of this project, Miss
Whitman sees the government once again sub-
sidizing the “pioneer’ :

As long as the land held out, the subsidy took
the form of free land grants, to individuals as well
as railroads. Now that all the continent is claimed
and cleared and Hollywood staked out by big busi-
ness, the new pioneers, if they have the spirit to
seek adventure, must find it not in physical move-
ment but in exploring new regions of the mind;
and here again the government offers a grub-stake.

The project thus becomes, not a receptacle
for the unemployable, cast-off talent of the
commercial theater, but a cultural vanguard,
fighting on a front where the intellectual and
financial domination of Hollywood may be
challenged, and new goals evolved which the
commercial theater is either too shortsighted
to envision or too unstable to attain.

Starting with the rock-bottom fact that
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Celebrate the

20th Anniversary
By Stocking Up Your Library.'

BOOKS ARE MADE TO BE READ. They’re
not useful standing around on shelves
in bookstores just making scenery. Es-
pecially is this true of the books in the
Workers Bookshop which are bursting
wth knowledge so vital to all of us .
books on Communism, Socialism, philos-
ophy, economies, art, poetry, criticism’

. books essential to "the understanding
of the world we live in.

MAKE USE OF THESE BOOKS. Come into the
Workers Bookshop and take advantage of the
prices which have been reduced this month be-
cause of the 20th Anniversary celebration. We
know you’ll rub your eyes when you see the
values we have prepared for you. Here are
just a few:

Stalin, by Henri Barbﬁsse ($2.50).......... now $ .98
Proletarian Literature ..................... only .98
‘World Politics, by R. P. Dutt.............. only 1.59

The First American Revolution, Hardy....

History of the American Working Class, Bimba 1.19
Reconstruction : The Battle for American Democ-

Tacy, Allen .....cooiuuiniiininiiiiisieesiaanss 1.19
Engels on Capital, the Best Introduction to

Marx’s Capital ......coiiiiiieneriviiinieens 1.25
When China Unites, Harry Gannes ($2.50) only 1.89
War Communism, the first time in English, by

Lenin .. ..veiiiiiiiiiiiiririiinnnanenss only 1.59
Road to Exile, by Lussu ($2.50)....00nn only .69
The October Revolutmn, Stalin.............. 98
The Paris Commune, F Jellinek.......... 2.79
I Write As I Please, Walter Duranty ($3 ed) 1.49
Art Young’s Inferno (orig. $5 ed.)......... 1.49
The Theory and Practice of Socialism, John

Strachey ..covviiieneiiiinieeroacannnnas nly 1,79
Soviet Communlsm Beatrice and Sidney Webb

(BT.50) . vviriiiiitirenetieeaennnnneenns now 449

Our Special Counter
(New York Only)
Here you will find books we are closing
out now selling in bookstores for $5, $4,
$3, $2. On this counter you will find
them marked $1.79, $1.59, $1.39, $1.19,
$1.09, 89¢, ete. Only a few of each avall-
able No more at these prices.

Still Going

Hundreds of books usually selling for $3
or more can still be had at 49e,
69¢ and 98c. Titles limited.

WORKERS BOOKSHOP

50 East 13th St. New York City

mail orders to

Workers Library Publishers

P. O. Box 148, Station D.
New York, N. Y.

Mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers
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Have you been reading the
controversy about

NEW LETTERS
IN AMERICA

Edited by Horace Gregory

in recent issues of the
NEW MASSES? Get the
book, and see what the
new American writers are
really doing. Volume One
now on sale at all book-
stores. $2.00

What next in the Labor
Movement?

C.1.0.

INDUSTRIAL UN:ONISM IN ACTION
By J. Raymond Walsh
(Late of the Dept. of Economics, Harvard)

A book that tells what it
is, how it works, and what
it proposes to do. Be
authoritatively informed
about “one of the two or
three most significant
events in the world to-

day.” $2.50

W. W. NORTON & CO., 70 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK e “BOOKS THAT LIVE”

ﬁf—

ON SALE NOW

VOLUNTEERS FOR LIBERTY
by FRANK BEEBE with
Exclusive Illustrations of American

Yolunteers Taken At The Front

The Story of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade—an
authentic “first time” record of the part that
Americans play in this fight for Democracy. With
it are published exclusive photographs of American
volunteers at the Madrid and Jarama fronts.

DIRECT CURRENT

by JAMES B. CAREY

President of the
United Electrical and Radio Workers of America
An intimate close-up of the man who is leading
a union of young men and old toward industrial
democracy. Told by the man who knows him
best—himself. The “story behind the story” of
this nationally known 26-year-old labor leader.

Also in this issue—*“Johnny Gets a Curve,” a
story by Ben Field—Illustrations and cartoons by
John Groth—Song of the Month “Abraham Lincoln
Lives Again,” words and music by Lewis Allan—
and other stories and articles by young men and
women well-known in the labor movement.

THE CHAMPION

10c a copy at Newsstands & Bookshops or write
to the CHAMPION, Dept. 7D, 799 B’way, N.Y.C.

so you’ve GOT a book!

Well, being a NEw Masses reader, you
could probably do with a few more. And
if you’re not located near a well-stocked
bookstore, or if yoou like to shop by mail,
you'll be glad to know about the

New Masses BOOK SERVICE

We'll send you any book you like at the
publisher’s price, postage prepaid. Just
send us the title and author’s name, plus
a check or money order. (Or we'll send
it C.0.D., but in that case you pay the
postage.)
Write for our special list of
books at bargain prices!
NEW MASSES BOOK SERVICE

31 East 27th St., New York City -

LIFE in thé modern world
DEMANDS that you read

LEFT REVIEW

TEN FEATURES make “Left Review” the
most vital British magazine of today:

(1) THE EDITORIAL °‘LINE’ appeals to every
thinking person, surveying the whole field of cul-
tural activity, and answering the question “What
is the Left doing?”

(2) CARTOONS guaranteed to'rouse you. . . .

(3) SHORT STORIES which are different —
stories woven from the stuff of real life; stories
of the Spanish people’s struggle for freedom. .. .

(4) ARTICLES by acknowledged experts and
well-known writers on Literature, Art, Poetry,
Theatre, Cinema, Music, ete. . . .

(5) POEMS at grips with reality—poems of the
Spanish War, poems of strife, poems of the so-
cialist life. .. .

(6) REPORTAGE — chronicles of events pre-
sented with all the skill and subtlety of the
writer’s art. . ..

(7) FILM CRITICISM and Notes on the Theatre

which introduce to you new and vital develop-
ments in Cinema and Drama. . . .

(8) REVIEWS OF NEW BOOKS—your key to
Good Reading. ...

(9) ATTRACTIVE ‘LAY-OUT’: look out for
L. R’s illustrated scarlet cover on any bookstall.

(10) 25,000 WORDS—64 PAGES—for 25¢c monthly.

Every reader of NEW MASSES should read LEFT
REVIEW, its mearest British counterpart. See that
your bookshop stocks it.

The annual subscription is now $3.00 which includes
lz_m}s‘rtage for American subscribers. Send to the Pub-
isner.

LEFT REVIEW, 2 PARTON ST., WCI

Dial CAledonia 5-3076

for Reservations for the

26th Annual New Masses Ball

Mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers
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“actors must eat,” the Federal Theater not
only took up the unemployment slack of all
the theatrical professions in centers like New
York, Chicago, and Los Angeles, but set out
to foster the theater in regions where it had
been moribund for two decades. Since the sole
criterion was suitability to existing conditions,
an infinite variety of organization and pro-
duction followed : circuses, puppet shows, tent
shows, vaudeville, opera, minstrel shows, radio
skits, phonograph recordings, and legitimate
drama of every kind and period. The pres-
sure to avoid conflict with private enterprise,
the limited relief funds available, plus a feel-
ing among the people in charge that large
sections of the public were debarred by purely
economic exigencies from a kind of entertain-
ment they might vastly enjoy, all led to sim-
plicity in production and a low scale of ad-
mission. The response of the public on the
one hand, and on the other the artistic quality
achieved in the face of such obstacles as con-
stantly changing personnel, red tape, and the
hostility of many newspapers, astonished even
the most ardent protagonists of the govern-
ment’s scheme.

Miss Whitman does an excellent job in
documenting the hostility against which the
Federal Theater has had to contend, of the
reactionary press, of theatrical figures, like
Brock Pemberton who should know a great
deal better, of politicians (the old “boon-
doggling” song), of disgruntled ex-project
workers. The social slant of many of the
plays naturally drew a barrage from the start;
the New York project in particular has been
under fire for its left ideas. But as Miss
Whitman points out, “the New York group
is avowedly experimental, and that is the
direction in which experiment lies.”

She likewise calls attention to the many
novel ways in which the project has succeeded
in integrating its work with community life,
ranging from active participation in psychia-
tric work and the combatting of juvenile de-
linquency to the stimulus which visiting com-
panies have exercised on local dramatic talent
and ambition. She also points out that the
inroads made on the low-priced entertainment
audience have antagonized Hollywood which
may soon move into open opposition.

Miss Whitman is heart and soul in sym-
pathy with her subject. And rightly so, for
the Federal Theater is one of the heartening
instances of the American tradition of energy
and initiative seeking new outlets, rising up
against the shackles of monopoly, of unem-
ployment, defeatism, and outworn ideas.
Where she errs is in her practically unquali-
fied approval. The Federal Theater, it ap-
pears, has done no wrong. It is easy to see
how she had been forced into such a position
by the stupidity of the opposition the project
has encountered. But it is doing the project,
and the men and women who look to it for
a salvation, a grave disservice to ignore its
shortcomings. She ignores - completely the
issue of red tape and bureaucracy. She does
not even hint at the nightmare of inefliciency
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ANNA
SOKOLOW

and Dance Unit

WILL BE INTRODUCED TO
NEW YORK AUDIENCES
IN THEIR
FIRST FORMAL CONCERT DEBUT
AT THE GUILD THEATRE
245 WEST 52ND STREET, N. Y. C.
SUNDAY EVENING
NOVEMBER 14 at 8:45

t ALEX NORTH, PIANIST

*

The NEw MASSes is pleased to sponsor this

important event

Tickets: 83c - $1.10 - $1.65 - $2.20

PHONE RESERVATIONS

Mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers

CALEDONIA 5-38076

which centralization in Washington, constant
changes of policy, and lay administration
brought about, and which drove one worker
after another from administrative positions in
despair or exhaustion. The wonder was, not
that individual productions were not better,
but that they were not much worse. Miss
Whitman says, “A slight shuffling about of
administrative appointments has not, as yet,
harmed the project.” To any one familiar
with the facts, such understatement is almost
ludicrous. Miss Whitman exalts Mrs. Flana-
gan as the leading spirit of the project; and
so she is, and its debt to her vision and
leadership is inestimable. But there have been
long periods when her hands were tied and
her best efforts completely thwarted. The
matter of censorship is also dismissed with an
undeserved coat of whitewash. The affair of
Ethiopia is cited as an isolated instance: what
about the projected Living Newspaper treat-
ment of the sharecroppers and lynching?
What about The Cradle Will Rock?

The author’s attitude towards the unioni-
zation and militancy of the project workers
is extremely sympathetic. But here again she
sees through rose-colored glasses. The project
workers won and kept the right to organize
through a struggle which is hardly. described
by the brief words: “Despite their handicaps
the workers of the Federal Theater are fortu-
nate in having from their management a genu-
inely sympathetic and cooperative attitude,
which extends to tolerance and even encourage-
ment of labor organizations.”

In visualizing the future of the Federal
Theater, Miss Whitman indicates the conflict
between relief and the cultural aims implicit
in its present structure, but she does not sug-
gest any direct solution. She does weigh the
ability of private enterprises or a system of
regional subsidies under local control to
achieve the best of what the present project
is doing, and dismisses both. No other set-up,
she feels, could equal the contribution of the
Federal Theater. ELEANOR FLEXNER.

*
Recently Recommended Books

La Guardia, by Jay Franklin. Modern Age. 35c.

Rehearsal in Owviedo, by Joseph Peyré. Knight. $2.

To Hawve and Hawe Not, by Ernest Hemingway.
Scribner’s. $2.50.

The Labor Spy Racket, by Leo Huberman. Modern
Age. 35c.

New Writing, edited by John Lehmann.
$2.75.

Night at Hogwallow, by Theodore Strauss. Little,
Brown. $1.25.

Famine, by Liam O’Flaherty. Random House. $2.50.

Reconstruction: The Battle for Democracy, by James
S. Allen. International. $1.25.

If War Comes, by R. Ernest Dupuy and George
Fielding Eliot. Macmillan. $3.

When China Unites, by Harry Gannes. Knopf.
$2.50.

...And Spain Sings. Fifty Loyalist Ballads. Edited
by M. J. Bernadete and Rolfe Humphries. Van-
guard. $1.

Men Who Lead Labor, by Bruce Minton and John
Stuart. Modern Age. 35c. Book Union selec-
tion.

Knopf.
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TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY

Celebration of the Soviet Union

ADMISSION ;50% 75% ¢LIO$LES ,\T0%:o
AUSPICES : N.Y, STATE COMMITTEE COMMUNIS

MADISON SO GARDEN

TICKETS ON SALE AT ALL WORKER'S BOOKSHOPS

SPEAKERS:

WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, Chairman
Communist Party of U. S, of Ameriea
CHAS. KRUMBEIN
SADIE VAN VEEN
SATURDAY—NOYV. 13—8 p. m.

MADISON SQUARE GARDEN

Tickets on Sale Now at All Workers Bookshops
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SIGHTS AND SOUNDS

March of empire in the movies, including Boyer and Garbo—Music, dance, and theater

HE major current film offerings make
a deep bow to nationalism and the spirit
. of empire. Both Victoria the Great
* (R.K.O.-Radio) and Conguest (M.G.M.)
"center around the lives of historic rulers.
Victoria the Great, as the name implies, is a
-eulogy of the sixty-year reign of the British
queen who godmothered the steady growth of
British capitalism and its increasing colonial
expansion. The film is a stately and dignified
" tribute to her reign, which should please those
Britons on whom the sun never sets and which
- the rest of us will find rather boring despite
. (or because of) all its pomp and pageantry.
- Like any film which covers such a long
period, it tends to become episodic, placing
the accent only on the highlights of Victoria’s
‘career. These episodes, however, provide some
of the only human interest the film has. The
“sequences in which the queen finds and pro-
poses to her Albert and those dealing with
her shifting relationship to him are handled
. with tenderness and delicacy.
Perhaps the outstanding aspect of the film
“is the authenticity of its details. No effort
has been spared to reproduce the palaces of
Kensington, St. James, and Buckingham. The
film is heavily documented with excerpts from
Victoria’s diary. Every speech made by any
of her ministers has been carefully checked
against the original. And yeét all this Stress
on the life of the queen herself nonchalantly
overlooks some of the more terrible aspects
of her rule—the factory riots, the increased
exploitation of the workers at home and in
the colonies, the devastating famine in Ire-
land. Victoria may have been crowned Em-
" press of India in a blaze of glory, which the
use of technicolor at the close of the film
seeks to emphasize, but the darker spots in
her career still have their repercussions, in
life if not on the silver screen,
Conquest, the new Garbo-Boyer vehicle,
moves more rapidly than Victoria, though
it is a much longer filth. The story centers
on Napoleon’s rise to power and his final
defeat and exile. Maria Waleska, you may
remember, is the Polish countess who left her
wealthy but aging husband to become Napo-
leon’s mistress and the mother of his illegiti-
mate son. She followed him through all the
- hazards of his career, content to remain in the
background while he climbed to ever new
" heights.
" Not only was Waleska shadowed by Na-
poleon’s personality, but it is to Charles
. Boyer that all the honors of this film go for his
. excellent portrayal of the emperor. (Garbo,
" for once, seems eclipsed by her male lead.)
In fact, so closely does Boyer identify himself
with the character of the squat, determined
marshal, that only his voice serves to remind
you of the existence of the film star. Bit by
bit, as he builds up his role, you can see
Napoleon change from the young idealist who

dreams of equality for all people to the power-
drunk emperor who pushes the conquest of
foreign soil and dreams of enhancing his own
glory. And as he grows in power, so do the
people he rules begin to grumble more and
more, until finally, at the gates of Moscow,
in the bitter cold of that winter which marked
the turning point of his career, Napoleon
hears one of his own men berate him soundly
for his cruel treatment of the army and the
people of France.

Except for Boyer's acting, however, this
film is just one more elaboration of the Na-
poleon saga, and it makes no more startling
a contribution than to treat frankly of his
illegitimate son. The script, which contains
some clever dialogue, was written by Samuel

Hoffenstein, Salka Viertel, and S. N. Behr-

man. HiLL FREDERICKS.

CONCERT MUSIC

IF 1 subscribed unflinchingly to my own
theories I'd never go near a piano recital,
but inconsistency is often more of a virtue
than a vice, and besides I've had a weakness
for the British pianist, Kathleen Long, ever
since she used to make Mozart and Couperin
and Moffat recordings for the old National
Gramophonic Society. That was around 1928,
and for years afterward her name was un-
known—except to a few disc collectors—in
this country. But when she made her first
American appearance at Town Hall (October

“Marie! This milk is sour!”’

13), she had a remarkably well-developed
audience. It takes time, but a good Mozart
player can’t be hidden under a bushel forever.
Miss Long isn’t a Gieseking, but she makes a
better program. She’s a first-rate pianist, and
she gets all her own straightforwardness and
vivacity into her playing. An Arne sonata and
an astonishing Forlorne Hope by John Dow-
land (a chromatic fugue ranking with those
by Sweelinck and Bach) were the high points
for me, but I even sat through the pretentious
Bax sonata and the “linked sweetness, long
drawn out” of the big Schubert B-flat sonata.
The enterprising Musicraft Co. got a batch
of recordings from Miss Long during her stay
here, and they're to be looked forward to
eagerly by anyone interested in really musi-
cianly and exuberant piano playing.

After that pleasant experience I didn’t hes-
itate to hear Ernst Victor Wolff’s piano-
harpsichord recital (October 24). As a pianist
he lacks Long’s warmth and grace, but as a
harpsichordist he’s one of the best, and his
performance of the Handel E-major suite
(ending with the famous air and variations
that have been christened “The Harmonious
Blacksmith”) was a gem, and called forth an
encore that was even better, a witty Burleske
by Bach’s favorite pupil, Krebs. The major
item, a C. P. E. Bach D-minor concerto, with
string quintet, was nice and dull: Mr. Wolff’s
craftsmanship deserved more significant mate-
rial.

But perhaps the edge was taken off such

Richter
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SYMPHONY SHOP

251 West 42nd St., N. Y. WI 7-8134
“The Home of Bargain Records”
OpEN EVENINGS. MAIL ORDERS SHIPPED PROMPTLY
. WHILE THEY LAST
Victor and Columbia Masterwork Records
Symphonic and Chamber
BACH—BEETHOVEN—BRAHMS—WAGNER
HAYDN—MOZART

% 50% Discount

DECCA CLASSICAL RECORDS
10"—50¢ 2t these new low prices 12"—75¢
WE CARRY ANSLEY, MAGNOVOX, EMERSON
PHONOGRAPHS AND RADIO COMBINATIONS

A.C.—D.C. current .
Send for free catalogue S1 of sensational record values

“THE FRONTIER”

A THUNDERBOLT FROM THE FAR EAST!

See this revolutionary epic that is a ringside
seat to U.S.S.R. history, an amazing expose of
foreign intrigue!

Piercing through the danger clouds gathering on
the shores of the Pacific where the eyes of the
world are now focused !

—also—

Victor McLAGLEN—Edmund LOWE
in “GREAT HOTEL MURDER”

A forceful drama of a man who killed another
for a woman who loved and told!

rraving WALLACK THEA, 42nd Street

nr 8th Ave.

Four Days Only' Thurs., Fri., Sat., Sun.
. November 4, 5 6, 7
Matinees: 15¢ Evenings: 20c & 25¢

FASCIST
NAZI GERMANY BANNED IT!

WHY ?
Rips the mask off dictators

I- S5th
BIG
“ % % Prize French Film.”—Daily News WEEK

15th Century political gangsterism laid bare
The daring story of history’s most
infamous family
125 WEST  Cont.

BELMONT 48 St- Bet. 6 & 7 Aves. Noon

PAUL MUNI says: “IT°S GREAT!”

“GREEN FIELDS”

also CHINA STRIKES BACK

“% % k”"—News. “EXCELLENT.”—Herald-Trib.

SQUIRE, 44 St. &n.2.AY% 250 &o.'shM .

“SUPERB”
—Herald-Trib.

“GREAT”

“MAGNIFICENT”
—N. Y. Times —N.Y. Post

AMKINO PRESENTS:

“BALTIC DEPUTY”

FIRST POPULAR PRICED SHOWING

CENTURY 4 AVE. | 25ctos P

Cor. 12 St. Eves: 85c

Associated
Optometrists

247 WEST 34th STREET
NEW YORK CITY
MEdallion 38-3242
Eyes examined—Glasses fitted

to DANCE
SOCIAL DANCE GROUP

Classes in Waltz, Foxtrot, Tango, etc. For
men and women beginners. Registration
daily, 2 to 11 P. M.

94 Fifth Avenue (14th St.) GR 5-9264

LAa»mr
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sober merits by my having just come from
the excitements of Marc Blitzstein’s Sing-
spiel broadcast on the Columbia Workshop
Program. Hearing it in the studio I got a
very lopsided perspective of I've Got the Tune
(the soloists communing intimately with their
mikes and the radio public of how many mil-
lions are virtually inaudible to the studio
audience), but even so it packed a terrific
punch and struck me as being one of the most
brilliant attempts at achieving a peculiarly
radiogenic musical form. Certainly none of
the highly publicized C.B.S. composer com-
missions resulted in anything as novel and
stimulating. I’'m anxious to hear transcrip-
tions of the program as it actually sounded
on the air, and get Blitzstein’s own story on
the work. It deserves a detailed report, for
it’s going to be heard from again and I hope
often, Incidentally the fascist scene and the
later snatch of “Solidarity Forever” must
have caused many a genteel dialer to wake up
with a start from his Sunday-evening snooze.

The symphony orchestras have got under
way with Mr. Barbirolli helping to make
the Beethoven Seventh as hackneyed as the
“Eroica” and Fifth, and with Mr. Ormandy
doing batonless Stokowski gestures over the
visiting Philadelphians. They both better get
into high gear before the fabulous Toscanini
broadcast symphony begins to set an unmatch-
able pace. Rodzinski and Monteux are to
conduct several preliminary programs, and I'm
looking forward to those by the deft French-
man more than to those of the master himself.
Monteux has never been given his due in this
country; he hasn’t much “color” or box-office
appeal, but he’s as fine a musician as we have
and without a peer in the art of program-
making. I suppose, however, it’s too much to
hope that we get his incomparable perform-
ance of the Sacre du Printemps.

Finally a melancholy note on concerts we
can’t hear: the Philharmonic-Symphony
Chamber Orchestral series (sponsored by Ben-
nington College) has been abandoned for
“lack of public support.” And it had to be in
Denver that a remarkable Schonberg series
was given (Kolisch String Quartet at the
Denver Art Museum, October 12-14) pre-
ceded by a talk by Schonberg himself on the
arresting subject, “How One Becomes Lonely.”
No composer is better qualified to speak. But
I’'m afraid it may prompt Howard Hanson or
someone of equally absorbent tonal digestive
tracts to do a Dale Carnegie lecture on win-
ning friends. R. D. DARreLL.

THE DANCE

HE Monte Carlo Ballet Russe had the

NEw MaAssEs reviewer sitting in the
first tier of the Diamond Horseshoe at the
Metropolitan Opera House, more exactly in
the box of the Duchess of Roxberghe, who-
ever she may be—and it was a good show,
box, ballet, and all. There’s no getting away
from it—for all the partisanship of this de-
partment toward the more earnest, profound,
provocative modern dance, there is something
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S ARMISTICE EVE | NITE

at the

SAVOY NOV.
Lenox Ave., 140th-141st Sts. 10th
Awuspices of
Harlem Professional Guild ®
Guest Speaker : William Patterson
Tickets Available at: Workers Book Shop, Adm:
50 E. 13th St, & Rand Bookstore, 55
h St. c

.l. I.l. I...-...III.I.I.I-I.I.I
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ANTI-WAR

BIG APPLE

CARNIVAL

DANCING — BOOTHS
FORTUNES — FUN — FOOD — FIESTA
VERNON GRIFFITH’S Famous Club Valhalla Orchestra
FRIDAY EVE. Adm. WEBSTER HALL
NOV. 5th 49c 119 E. 11¢th St.

Sponsored :
CHELSEA ANTI-FAscIST COMMITTEE
230 Seventh Avenue

Tickets available at Workers Bookshop, 50 E. 13th St.

SPAIN - FIRST
CHINA - NOW
? 2 - TOMORROW

Speakers: RALPH{BATES
WED. NOV. 10th

AT 8:15 P. M.

CENTER HOTEL
108 W. 43 St.

Admission, 35c. Auspices: Teachers Union, Local 5. Tickets at
Teachers Unlon, 114 E. I6th St., or at Center Hotel on Nov. 10th

English writer just
returned from Spain.

DR. CH'AO - TING CHI

Editor of Amerasia

Take out your Datebook and Write

DECEMBER 3

26th Annual New Masses Ball

Mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers
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CHESTERS® ZUNBARG:

L OPEN ALL YEAR

A Delightful Hideaway In the Mountalns
It you like uncrowded vacationing, now’s the
time to come. Quiet excitement, abundant di-
version, good company, swell food! Athletics
include Bicycling, Roller Skating, Tennis, etc.
Muysicals, modern library, open fireplaces. Low
Rafes for week-long or week-end stays.
‘WOODBOURNE, N. Y. Tel.: FALLSBURG 53

Camp NITGEDAIGET

BEACON, N. Y, Beacon 731
SPORTS—GOOD FOOD—DANCING
Hotel Accommodations

$ 17 rer Weex $3 rer vy

City Office: EStabrook 8-1400

SPEND YOUR VACATION AT

HOTEL ROYALE

Proletarian Camaraderis
708 Princeton Ave. Telephone:
Lakewood, N. J. Lakewood 1146
Favorable rates to New Masses Readers
Inquiries solicited
SONIA GELBAUM ANNA BROUDE

AMERICAN
ARTISTS SCHOOL

Aprogressive school offering courses
in the fine arts for professional
artists and beginning and advanced
students. Tuition a month and
o up. Write for catalog and fall sched-
ule of weekly lectures on the arts.

131 W. 14th Street, N. Y. C.

CH. 8-9621

: Dine in a Comradely Atmosphere ::

huality Restaurant

50 East 13th St. New York City
Right Next to The

WORKERS BOOKSTORE

Special Student Luncheon

including
Dessert and Coffee
35¢
Caterers for Banquets and Parties i
¢ © " " EAT AT 4
®
1 THE CHINESE PAGODA $
¢ RESTAURANT ¢
famous for its delicious though L
[ 3 inexpensive Chinese dishes é
4 49 East 10th Street, New York *

A A i A i A a4 i A I A i A G A a4

FOR REAL FRENCH COOKING

dine at
RESTAURANT de la TOUR EIFFEL
256 West 52nd 8t. New York City
Real Fremch Dishes
Filet Mignon, Civet de Lapin, Steak
Minute, Escargots de Bourgogne
Our regular dinner at 75¢ includes a glass
of wine or special cocktail at no extra charge

Wi % PORT ARTHUR

CHINESE RESTAURANT
10%

Discount to NEw Masses Redders Who
Present This Advertisement Before Ordering Meal

7-9 MOTT STREET NEW YORK CITY

Mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers

about the color of the ballet and the brilliance
of its dancers that makes for outright good
entertainment. And sometimes, even de Basil’s
expatriate troupe of Russians is capable of
developing beyond its lock, stock, and barrel
tricks to satire that isn’t altogether slapstick.

Of the new works, Le Coq d’Or (The
Golden Cockerel) is a Fokine ballet based on
the Pushkin fairy tale, a rather broad comedy
at the expense of a doddering idiot of a king
who is still sensible enough not to like the
business of mounting a horse and going off to
the wars. Francesca da Rimini, based on the
Dante love story and staged by Lichine, has
its emotionally tender spots, but like much in
the ballet is given over pretty much to the
typical romantic sentimentalities. Lichine is
also responsible for the other new items: The
Gods Go a-Begging and The Amorous Lion.

If you're particularly fond of the spectacu-
lar, you'll like them. Lichine’s work is a bit
poverty-stricken, but Danilova, Riabouchinska,
Baronova, and especially Massine are good to
watch. They have enough verve, grace, and
theatrical sense to make for 4 bright, if
tinsel, evening.

The modern dance season was launched
with a program of dances and dance charac-
terizations by Blanche Evan and Benjamin
Zemach, Zemach stealing whatever honors
there were with two folk interpretations:
4 Little Man and His Dreams and Joyous
(a recitation from the poetry of the Hebrew
Bialick).

Blanche Evan chooses her materials well.
Her program lists such dances as 4n Oppor-
tunist, On the Fence, Redder Than the Rose,
and Nazi Dialogues. But her analysis of this
material is inclined to be thin, too often easy,
and not always good. We are past laughing at
either the meek (In Meekness) or those who
walk On the Fence; we're inclined not to
view the dreams of an office girl (4n Office
Girl Dreams) as a subject for satire; and
Moving Into Action, remembering Spain, is
no easily joyous gesture. What Blanche Evan
brings to an audience is her perception of the
principal forces at work in her contemporary
scene, and her not altogether unhealthy atti-
tude toward the church, the liberal, and the
Redder Than the Rose; what she lacks is a
more mature understanding. Her characters
are rather caricatures; she needs to give a
little human quality and human sympathy to
her dances.

Nazi Dialogues, based on André Malraux’s
Days of Wrath, should have been a good
dance. Instead, it was a sentimentalizing of
the anti-Nazi theme. It is not enough to want
to “change the world.” Such young dancers
as Blanche Evan, dancing with their revolu-
tionary comrades, need education and direc-
tion. OwEeN BURKE.

THE THEATER

HE pure radical gospel of Christ versus
the corrupt conservative gospelizing of
worldly churchmen might well serve, in this
day when the church is playing so important a

NEW MASSES

role for better or for worse in the historic
struggle for peace and freedom, as the basis
for a memorable play. Certainly that dramatic
conflict invades all our lives, and rocks the
world with its thunder. But the impact of a
conflict in dramatic form is measured by the
extent to which its ramified meanings and its
magnitude are made clear to its audience, and
for this reason Many Mansions comes a miser-
able cropper. The clear-eyed young pastor
who takes seriously his Christian ethics, with
their heavy weighting of solicitude for broad
human values, may charge as he will against
the windmills of consolidated bishopry and
boards of trustees, but it is bound to seem un-
important—so much sound and fury—so long
as the social roots and fruits of the clashing
forces remain obscured, distorted, or ignored.
Playwrights Jules Eckert Goodman and his
son Eckert, however earnestly they may feel
their message, have cut themselves off need-
lessly from a major conflict of our time, in
which the church is playing an ever more dra-
matic role. If they had looked a little closer
at their subject, they might have written a top-
ical play of great dramatic force and social
dynamics; as it is, they are boring Broadway
with their tiddledywinks. If they disagree,
let them read Mike Gold’s paraphrase of Mr.
Dooley in this issue—which, in a few hun-
dred words of casual friendly palaver be-
tween two cronies and co-religionists, delivers
a dramatic wallop equal to that of a dozen
such plays as Many Mansions. Isn’t it about
time that some playwright who takes his craft
seriously investigated and chronicled such a
situation as that surrounding the relations of
militantly pro-loyalist Father O’Flanagan and
the pro-Franco Irish hierarchy?

It is good to see Eugene O’Neill’s §.8. Glen-
cairn quartet of one-acters (Moon of the
Caribbees, In the Zone, Bound East for Car-
diff, and The Long Voyage Home) on the
boards again, full of their careful observation
of the life of sailor-men and infused with an
honest and unsentimental humanity. This time
the Federal Negro Theater Project (which did
that notable Macbeth) has put them on in
Harlem’s Lafayette Theater, and while certain
language difficulties crop up in an all-Negro
cast’s handling of the polyglot assortment of
characters, minor script changes help, and the
natural vitality of the plays and of the Negro
actors make this offering of §. 8. Glencairn
definitely worth seeing.

ALEXANDER TAYLOR.

*

Forthcoming Broadcasts

(Times given are Eastern Standard, but all
programs listed are on coast-to-coast hookups)

The Neutrality Act. Senator E. D. Thomas of Utah
and George H. Soule, Editor of the New
Republic debate the subject: “Should the Presi-
dent Apply the Neutrality Act,” Thurs., Nov. 4,
6 p.m.,, C.B.S.

Books for Children. Julius King, author, discusses
what your child should read, Fri., Nov. 5, 11
a.m., C.B.S.

Noraway and the World Crisis. Foreign Minister

Mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers
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CLASSIFIED ADS 40c a line

6 words in u line 8 lines minimum

VERMONT

AUTUMN GLORY in Vt.! Hunt, fish, rest with small
group of progressives Sept. to Thanksgiving, $15 week.
‘Write Ethan Allen Farm, R.F.D, No. 2, Chester, Vt.

VACATION CAMPS RESORTS

CAMP FOLLOWERS OF THE TRAIL
Enjoy a glorious Indian Summer in beautiful Blue
Mountain country. Fall Sports. Excellent food. Steam-
heated house. Low winter rates. N. Y. Central to
Peekskill. Write Buchanan, New York, or Phone
Peekskill 2879.

WE HAVE MOVED TO LARGER QUARTERS
MILLARD'S LODGE
Famous for its Cuisine and Homelike Atmosphere
Moderate Rates
423 7th St., between Madison and Forest Avenues
LAKEWOOD, N. J, Phone: Lakewood 394-W.
A COZY RETREAT IN THE PINES

FURNISHED ROOM (Brooklyn—Manhattan)

MANHATTAN BEACH HOTEL
37 Minutes from Times Square
Live in this modern tire-proof hotel
away from city noise. Singles $5.50 weekly, up.
SHeepshead 3-3000.

ENICKERBOCKER VILLAGE, furnished room, large,
private, sunny, modern improvements. For man. Mod-
erate rental. Write Box 1517, ¢/o New Masses,

UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY

MEN AND WOMEN interested in earning good salar,
selling New Masses. See George Clay, Distri t Di’:
tributors, 37 E. 12th Street, 2ndgﬂoor. v ¢ s

AUDITORIUM FOR RENT

AUDITORIUM SEATING 299. Modern stage full
equipped. Large dance floor. Reasonahlegrentalsst
Hungarian Cultural Federation, 268 E. 78th St. Write
or call Wm. Zimmerman, 300 W. 23rd St. CH. 3-3030.

PLAY TABLE TENNIS

PLAY TABLE TENNIS (Ping-Pong) at the Broad-
way Table Teanis Court, 1721 Broagdway, bet. 54th-
55th Sts., N. Y. C. One flight up. Expert instruction,
open from noon until 1 A. M. Tel.: CO 5-9088,

'PIANO TUNING

PIANO TUNING, regulating and repairing. Tone
restoring and voicing. Excellent woprk. %talph J.
Appleton, 247 West 34th Street. Tel.: LOngacre 5-5843.

BABY CARRIAGES

SAUL’S, 31 Graham Ave.,, Cor. Cook St., Brookl
Juvenile F‘qrnigurg, Rilt~kite carriages, highchai“;:‘
Storkline cribs, chifferobes. Open even'gs. EV 7-8512,

RUSSIAN ART

PE{\SANT HANDICRAFTS FROM USSR. L e-
lection of blouses, linen, shawls, novelties. bUlgrgeNieY
STORE. Russian Art Shop, Inc., 9 W. 42nd St., N. ¥. C.

ELECTROLYSIS

MEN AND WOMEN, superfluous hair on face and
other parts of the hody permanently removed by
electrolysis. I’ersonal service. Quick results guar-
anteed. My method endorsed by prominent physicians.
Charles Landis, 317 W. 77 St. nr. W. End Ave. EN 2-9150,

MASSAGE

SPECTALIZED MASSAGE TREATMENTS in

own home. Reducing. Licensed practitlo‘ner Nnthyo'“r
C . L . aniel

2240—84th St., B'klyn, N. Y. BEnsonhurst 6-1387.

ATTACHABLE LEGS

ATTACHABLE LEGS $2.25, converts an bed spri
into a day bed or conch in a few minu{es. Slu?;i]xr}()g
inventor, 156 2nd Avenue, Apt. 64, GR. 7-0172. ’

SPORTING GOODS

LEATHER and SHEEPLINED coats, windb k

Full line of hiking equipme ' "Special

rates to¢ ron ik g equipment and boats., Special
. HUDSON ARMY & NAVY STORE

105 Third Avenue. Corner 13th Street. New York.

Letters reproduced ex-

Mllltigraphing- actly like typewriting:

. any quahtity. Also
mimeographing, printing and mailing. Quality
work at low prices.

MAILERS ADVERTISING SERVICE
121 West 42nd Street, N. Y. C. BRyant 9-5053

Mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers

Koht of Norway presents his country’s view of
the world crisis, Fri.,, Nov. 5, 10:45 p.m., C.B.S.

“A Man Without a Country.” Walter Damrosch
conducts the Chicago Opera Co., with Helen
Traubel, Donald Dickson, and others, Sat., Nov.
6, 9:30 p.m., N.B.C. red.

“Come of Age.” Clemence Dane’s verse play in jazz
rhythms presented by Columbia Workshop, Sun.,
Nov. 7, 8 p.m., C.B.S.

Negro Education Week. Dr. J. C. Wright, assistant
commissioner for vocational education, and
President Whittaker of South Carolina College
will speak on the importance of Negro educa-
tion, Wed., Nov. 10, 2:30 p.m., N.B.C. blue.

Armistice Day Program. Wellington Koo speaks
for China; the Marquess of Lothian, secretary
of the Rhodes Trust, for England; Count Paul
Teleki, former minister of foreign affairs and
former prime minister, for Hungary; Signora
Margherita Sarfatti, author of biography of
Mussolini, for Italy; and Nicholas Murray
Butler for the United States, Thurs., Nov. 11,
3 p.m., C.B.S.

Must America Fight Again? America’s Town
Meeting of the Air features prominent speakers,
Thurs., Nov. 11, 9:30 p.m. N.B.C. blue.

President Roosevelt. The President will give his
tenth Fireside Chat on the eve of the convening
of Congress, Sun., Nov. 14, 10:30 p.m., C.B.S.

Maury Mawerick. The congressman from Texas
will speak on “What's Ahead of Congress at
the Special Session,” Tues, Nov. 16, 9 p.m,,
N.B.C. blue.

Concert Music. The Philharmonic Symphony Society
with John Barbirolli conducting, Sun., Nov. 7,
3 p.m., C.B.S.; Rochester Civic Orchestra with
Guy Fraser Harrison conducting, Mon., Nov. 8,
3 p.m.,, N.B.C. blue; Rochester Philharmonic,
Jose Iturbi conducting, Thurs., Nov. 11, 9 p.m,,
N.B.C. blue; Music Appreciation Hour, Dam-
rosch conducting, Fri.,, Nov. 12, 2 p.m., N.B.C.
red and blue; N.B.C. Symphony Orchestra un-
der Pierre Monteux, Sat., Nov. 13, N.B.C. red
and blue.

Recent Recommendations
MOVIES

Green Fields. A charming and sincere film of a
Talmudic student who goes out into the world
in search of truth and honest people.

In the Far East. A topical melodrama of wreckers,
Japanese agents, and Trotskyites in Siberia
which, while not ranking with the best Soviet
films, is nevertheless good, solid fare and
maintains the usual high standard of Soviet
acting. ’

China Strikes Back. A vivid picture of the Chinese
people’s defense against the Japanese invasion,
which strikes a new high for documentaries.

Stage Door. The film version of the Kaufman-Fer-
ber play is a rather sensitive and intelligent film
of life in a theatrical boarding house.

Heart of Spain. Frontier Films’ documentary on
medical aid to Spain has been rightly called
“pictorial dynamite.”

PLAYS

The Outlaw (Artef, N. Y.). A somewhat thin story
of a Jewish Robin Hood brilliantly and wittily
presented under Benno Schneider’s unmatched
direction. i

Susan and God. (Plymouth, N.Y.) Rachel Crother’s
amusing comedy, improved by the appearance
of Gertrude Lawrence, comes very near the
level of brilliant satire.

The Star Wagon (Empire, N. Y.). Maxwell An-
derson’s warm slice of Americana, fuzzy ideo-
logically but greatly helped by Burgess Mere-
dith, Lillian Gish, and Russell Collins.

A Hero Is Born (Adelphi, N. Y.). Theresa Hel-
burn’s extravaganza from an Andrew Lang
story. A jolly job of fairy-tale satire by the
W.P.A. theater.
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“GOINGS-ON"_

MEMO: Keep November 14th open! Greet ANNA
SOKOLOW and Dance unit in their debut at Guild
Theatre. Make your reservations now at New Masses
oftice, 31 Kast 27th Street. Tickets: 55c—=$§2.20.

“WORLD NEWS HEADLINES”: an analysis of the

week’s events by experts in journalism and economics. |

Suh.: 20c. Downtown Peoples Center, 50 Hast 13th
Street, 2nd Floor. Every Sunday, 8:30 P. M.

SCOTT NEARING: Tuesday evening, Nov. 9th, 6:30-
8 P.M. “Human Nature and Economics”’; 8:30—10

P. M. “World Politics.”
Manhattan Opera House, 34th Street and 8th Avenue.
Admission each class, 50c; both, 7bec.

LOUIS B. BOUDIN speaks on “The Supreme Court
and Civil Rights,” on Sat. afternoon, Nov. 6, 2:30 p.m,
‘Workers School Forum, 35 E. 12th St., 2nd fi. Adm. 25c.

DO YOU NEED A BAND for your “Going-On?”’ For
any number of pieces call Vernon Grifith’s Club
Valhalla Orchestra, EDgecomb 4-8792.

FREE RECORDED CONCERTS at Workers Book-
shop, 50 East 13th Street, between 1—2 P. M. Selected
works of the masters.

DO YOU NEED a Speaker? Consult the New Masses
Lecture Bureau, 31 E. 27th St.,, or call CA. 5-3076.

CLASSIFIED ADS 40c a line

6 words in a line 8 lines minimum

AMPLIFIERS FOR RENT

DANCE MUSIC amplified from latest swing records.
Also loudspeakers for all occasions. White Sound
Studio, 47 West 86th Street. SChuyler 4-4449.

- PHONOGRAPH RECORDS

RCA-VICTOR MUSICAL MASTERPIECE SETS,
Latest releases. 309 discount with this ad. Mail and
phone orders filled. Square Music and Sports Shop.
108 East 14th St. GRamercy 5-8840.

BADGES, BUTTONS, MEDALS, ETC.

COMMITTEE BADGES, MEMBERSHIP BUTTONS,
EMBLEMS FOR ALL OCCASIONS. Large sample
line to select from. Phone for representative WA 9-6976.
H. POPPER & SON, 131 West 14th Street, N. Y. C.

STATIONERY

LERMAN BROS.—100% Union Stationers & Printers
MIMEO PAPERS AND SUPPLIES
37 East 14th Street, New York City.
Phones: ALgonquin 4-3356-7-8.
WATCH REPAIRS
I. BASKIN, 73 FIFTH AVENUE, corner 15th Street.
Expert watch and jewelry repairing. 10% discount
with this ad.
CIRCULATING LIBRARIES
PROSPECT PEOPLES BOOKSHOP and circulating

library for Masses readers moved to 920 Prospect
Avenue, Bronx, near subway station.

“‘VORKERS BOOKSHOP Circulating Library, 50 E.

13th Street, now fully restocked and reorganized. (Do
you like our new balcony ?) Join today. Nominal fees.

VOLUNTEERS
VOLUNTEER clerical workers to help in New Masses

circulation campaign. Call at 31 East 27th Street,
Room 42

ADVERTISE YOUR NEXT AFFAIR IN
the NEW MASSES under

‘‘GOINGS-ON"’

A New Column Devoted to What’s On Around
Town. Parties, Dances, Lectures, Ete. -

ATTENTION!

PARTY SECTIONS AND UNITS
Here’s the best place to advertise your
fund-raising affairs, if you want
to double your quota.
DEADLINE: FRIDAY, 5 P.M.

RATE: 40 CENTS A LINE
6 WORDS TO A LINE MINIMUM 3 LINES

Mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers




GO TO HELL

with

~/tr7' ounoy

A REVIEW BY MIKE GOLD

[Digested from the New MAsses for February 6, 1934.]

SINCE Mark Twain, have there
been many clearer notes expressed
of the basic American folk-mind than
may be found in the drawings of Art
Young? All the virtues and faults of
the American people are contained in
these shrewd scratchings of a master-
pen: the credulity, the good-natured
humor, the scorn for windbags, politi-
cal and ecclesiastical, a sort of gen-
erous gambling spirit, an instinctive
hatred of injustice, a simplicity and
homely barnyard greatness.

Art Young carries over into the
modern social revolution this native
tradition of a cornfed socialism that
extends from Abraham Lincoln down
through Mark Twain, and Bob In-
gersoll, Walt Whitman, Thomas Nast,
Edward Bellamy, Brann the Icono-
clast, Ryan Walker, Carl Sandburg,
the old Appeal to Reason and Eugene
V. Debs.

It was a socialism that often went
off the deep end into ineffective bathos,
but at other times attained the strength
and inevitability of all living things
with roots in the soil. It is a power
that is being lost, somehow; perhaps
the skyscraper, the aeroplane, and the
immensity of monopoly-capitalism in
its fascist imperialist stage have for-
ever changed the tempo of political
life, and laid different and sterner
demands on those who fight against
the mounting horror of an insane and
futile system.

Yet, I for one, believe that any
young revolutionary trade unionist has
a great deal to learn by studying the
life of Gene Debs, just as any young
Communist artist may gain immensely
by studying the work of Art Young,
who is still, after forty years of activ-

Tttt T

New Masses, 31 E. 27 St., N.Y.C.

Please send me Art Young's “Inferno” and
the NEw Masses for one year in accordance
with your special offer. I enclose five dollars.

Address. ...t

OCCupation «......co.ooevuenenns
No agent’s commission on this special offer
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ity, a master propagandist of the
American revolution.

Few intellectuals, by taking thought,
can acquire such sensitive relation to
the unwritten lore of the masses. It
is instructive to observe, for instance,
with what wit and strategy Art
Young lras conducted a flank attack
on the profiteers of religion. Grow-
ing up in the atmosphere of the first
Darwinian controversy, Art pierced
to the heart of it all, even as a young
man. Religion was another of the
capitalist methods of policing the
mind of workers and farmers, and
keeping them humping. Religion was
based on fear, and little else. Just as
on earth, the masses had been taught
the fear that chaos and hunger might
follow if they shook off Andy Car-
negie and John D. Rockefeller, just so
had they been persuaded that if they
rebelled a monstrous pit of hell
awaited them in eternity. It was one
of the most useful lies ever invented
by a master-class, and many wage-
slaves, Art Young observed, fought
bitterly against those who tried to
liberate them from this fear.

There was no use trying to deprive
these dupes of their marvelous future
in Hell. It would be better, Art de-
cided, to accept the reality of their
Hell and make a visit there. Perhaps
a report on conditions, an exposure
such as the muckrakers were making
of American politics at the time,
would influence some of the patriots
of Hell. So in 1892, Art Young
found an entrance to Hell in Chicago,
went all the way down, looked around,
interviewed the King, and returned
to tell all. He discovered, he says,
that the ancient abyss was becoming

-
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industrialized. “Slowly, the old King
had managed to build a few rail-
roads, coal chutes, eelvators running
from one circle down to another, and
everywhere I saw machines built for
particular kinds of punishment.”

Art warned the old King then
that some of the big capitalists might
band together when they got to Hell,
form a trust, grab all the successful
enterprises and crowd Satan to the
wall. But the King dismissed the
warming as absurd.

Art revisited him briefly in 1900,
disguised as an old-fashioned minis-
ter named the Reverend Hiprah Hunt,
who was grateful to find Satan still
secure on his throne, and the Region
an even worse place than he had ex-
pected. :

Now Art Young has paid his lat-
est visit to Hell. And what he finds
there is fully reported in this big
book of superb drawings and text.

MEDALS For W
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Art pictures and describes the old
native inhabitants; the Imps of worry,
hypocrisy, bluff, vulgarity, hurry, and
chance. They met him at the en-
trance to Hell, over the massive gates
of which was a great Rotary sign:
“You are now entering Hell. Wel-
come.” Art met a wealthy friend,
fortunately, and was able to do a
little sightseeing. “But most sinners
are immediately hurried into the heat
and smell.”

Art draws a road map of the Re-
gion, with its pipe lines for oil,
looney islands, airport stations, sani-
tariums, football stadiums, and other
modern developments going ninety
miles down. He faithfully describes
it all in pictures, some of which have
the dark diabolic power and imagina-
tion of Gustav Doré, one of Art’s
masters, others the prairie mother-
wit that Art Young learned from no-
body but himself. '

Art Young’s Inferno has found its place among the classics in satiric art and litera-
ture. Here is an opportunity to get an original first edition with a year’s subscription
to the New Masses, both for $5! Act quickly. Obviously the number of books that

are obtainable is limited.

AN ORIGINAL FIRST EDITION

NEW MASSES

4 FULL YEAR SUBSCRIPTION

ART YOUNG’S INFERNO

o) 7
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