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THOUGHT for this week: a

gentleman writes in to the New
York Times protesting against that
nasty thing known as labor agitation.
The phrase “the class struggle,” says
this connoisseur, is just too, too unbear-
able, and the gains of labor during the
past fifty years have been because of
right and reason, not because of horrid
militancy. The gentleman’s name is
Hyacinthe Ringrose. . . .

Editor Joseph Freeman is back from
Mexico, and there will be a couple of
other Mexican articles from his pen
next week and the week after, one of
which will deal with the La Laguna
land-distribution project which was the
place of his last visit.

In the course of his trip, Freeman
stopped at Havana, where he visited
the mother of Pablo de la Torriente-
Brau, New Masses correspondent killed
in action with the government troops in
Spain last December. From her, Free-
man learned that the Havana depart-
ment store El Encanto, which gives an-
nually a thousand-dollar prize for out-
standing work in journalism, had made
its 1936 award to Pablo.

Mrs. Brau was not at once informed
of the death of her son, since there was
some uncertainty at first as to whether
he was lost or killed. She learned of
his death through the New MassEs
article by him, “Last Dispatch,” pub-
lished in our special Spanish civil war
issue six weeks ago, which she read
in its reprint version in the Mexican
paper Nacional. Mrs. Brau asks that
all who have original letters or other
manuscripts of Pablo’s communicate
with her at once. Address Graciela
Brau, Consulado 33 Bajos, Havana,
Cuba.

Hands-across-the-sea is one of the
charming ideas which ruling-class prop-
agandists trot out when the imperial
interests of that class are served
thereby, but they are slow to play up
the notion when there is a genuine
hands-across-the-sea of a common in-
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terest of peoples which has little to do

with ruling-class interests. Such was
the coming to America of André
Malraux, French novelist who has been
commanding an air combat squadron
for the Spanish government of late.
He was at first refused a visa to enter
this country, and when he finally ar-
rived, his coming received little notice
in the bourgeois press. But when he
spoke at the Nation dinner last week (at
which Messrs. Random House, his pub-
lishers, were hosts to the New Masses
and others), the burning passion of this
Frenchman talking to Americans of the
struggles of the Spanish people was a
vivid example of the haads-across-the-
sea that will one day put a full stop
to the imperialist version.

What's What

HE legitimate pride which W. §.

Gilbert celebrated swells our chest
this week following receipt of news
from the New York Public Library that
artists who contribute regularly to our
pages are prominently represented in
the exhibition Spot Use of Drawings

BETWEEN OURSELVES

which will open in the Picture Collec-
tion there March 8. Four magazines
are represented in the show, the New
Yorker, Esquire, Harper’s Bazaar, and
ourselves. Of the thirty-two artists
whose work is shown, thirteen are
New Masses contributors, including A.
Ajay, Darryl Frederick, Getz, Gropper,
Sid Gotcliffe, Dan Rico, Theodore
Scheel, Anton Refregier, Robert Joyce,
and others.

An art competition for children from
the ages of six to sixteen, the winners to
receive free scholarships for special
courses in the American Artists’ School
in New York, is announced by the Inter-
national Workers’ Order. The judges
include Contributor Max Weber, Sculp-
tor William Zorach, Ralph Pearson,
and others. Work must be turned in
this week.

Poct-Contributor Muriel Rukeyser is
one of those who have been published
by the Yale University Press in its
Younger Poets series. The press an-
nounces that it is interested in other
mss., from American poets under thirty
(who have not previously published a
volume of verse), from forty-eight to
sixty-four pages in length. Particulars
on this competition, which will be open
during the month of April, can be ob-

tained from the press at New Haven,
Conn. Stephen Vincent Benét is the
editor of this contest.

Contributor Harry Weiss, who did
the article on the auto strike in our issue
of February 26, wishes it known that
the editors of the NEw MAsses were
responsible for the last paragraph of
the article.

Contributor Leo Huberman, author of
the current work in economics, Man’s
Worldly Goods, has become a contrib-
uting editor of Science & Society, the
Marxist quarterly.

Contributor A. Walkowitz is vice-
president of the Society of Independent
Artists, whose annual exhibition will
open at Grand Central Palace April 2.
Artists who wish to exhibit in this no
jury show should communicate with the
society at 200 West 57th St., N. Y.

Who's Who

W. GERSON, who has contributed

¢ to the NEw Masses before, is the

Daily Worker’'s City Hall reporter in
New York.

H. C. Engelbrecht makes his debut as

a contributor in this issue. He is the

author of the well-known Merchants of

Death, and is now at work on a book
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Manu-

to be called The Rewolt Against War,
which will be published early next fall.

Edward Newhouse has been a fre-
quent contributor to our pages, as well
as those of other publications, includ-
ing the Daily Worker and the New
Yorker. His current novel, This Is
Your Day, has excited much favorable
comment.

Hirschfeld’s lithograph of the Su-
preme Court justices which makes this
week’s cover is on view at the American
Artists’ Congress satirical portrait show
at the A.C.A. Gallery in New York.
Aline Fruhauf’s presentation of the
same gentlemen on page 7 was included
in the recent thirty-city show of the
Congress.

The painting by William Gropper
reproduced on page 17 will be included
in his one-man show at the A.C.A.
Gallery which opens March 7. The
Spanish civil war is the theme of the
exhibition.

Arthur McEwen is a member of the
staff of Commonwealth College.

Albert Brown is a resident of the
West Coast who is in intimate touch
with political problems of the Far East.

F. W. Dupee is acting literary edi-
tor of the New Masses.

Stuart Greene is a Marxist scholar
who has contributed frequently to our
pages.

Michael Blankfort wrote the Anni-
wversary Cavalcade which was a drama-
tic feature of our twenty-fifth anniver-
sary celebration in New York in Decem-
ber. He is a contributing editor of
T heatre Workshop.

Harry Thornton Moore is one of the
editors of Midwest, the organ of the
League of Midwest Writers,

Flashbacks

NE of Hitler’s Saturday surprises
ominously achieves its first anni-
versary this week. On March 7, 1936,
Nazi troops marched into the Rhine-
land in defiance of the Versailles treaty.
. Under the watchful eyes of Edsel
Ford, police gunfire and clubs mowed
down four, wounded sixty shivering
hunger marchers in front of the Ford
plant at Dearborn, Mich.,, March 7,
1932. ... While mountainous bourgeois
diplomacy labored and brought forth
the League of Nations mouse, the work-
ing class gave birth to the most power-
ful organization in history. On March
4, 1919, the Communist International
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was founded in Moscow. . .. New York
police entered St. Alphonsius’s Church
March 4, 1914, attacked and arrested
IL.W.W.s Frank Tannenbaum and 189
of his unemployed followers who sought
a night’s shelter in that House of God.
Father Scheider had called in the cops
to forestall sacrilege—the Blessed Sac-
rament of the Body of Our Lord was
exposed. . . . “There are three thou-
sand people yonder in the town meet-
ing, and the country is rising,” Samuel
Adams shouted at the British governor
after the Boston Massacre, March 3,
1770. He demanded removal from the
city of all British troops. “The country
is rising,” he said. “Night is coming
and we must have our answer.” The
troops were withdrawn.
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LaGuardia: Labor Party Mayor?

Whether the Little Flower blooms again as New York’s chief
executive depends on a lot of things, including progressives’ aid

ably the most interesting and widely
publicized New York character of

the thirties, not excepting that well-known
Bronx citizen, the late Dutch Schultz, or
Gypsy Rose Lee. If he wins no other title,
history will surely grant him that of The
Ubiquitous Mayor. Whether it’s answering
fire alarms at 5 am., riding in police
motorcycle side-cars, addressing graduation
classes of merchant-marine academies, or
yanking steam-shovel levers, Fiorello is al-
ways there. And, in gross violation of hoary
political tradition, he generally manages to
avoid platitudes and say something relevant.
LaGuardia’s knack for getting into the
headlines is old business, dating back to the
time he was a consular official and mortally
insulted royalty. As a congressman, he was
a thorn in the side of old-guard Republi-
cans and a joy to copy-hungry reporters.
Stormy petrel of the House for many years,
he carried on a guerilla warfare within the
G.O.P. and was in permanent disfavor with
the organization’s high command. There
was, for example, the time that Representa-
tive LaGuardia stood up on his hind legs,

I ViorELLO HENRICO LAGUARDIA is prob-

By S. W. Gerson

took the floor, and pulled from his pocket a
lamb chop, waving it aloft as a banner of
revolt against the high cost of living.

Back in 1919, as New York City’s alder-
manic president, he persistently stole the
show from his Democratic colleagues on the
Board of Estimate. So much the gadfly was
he, that once Comptroller Berry begged
Mayor Hylan to “hit the little Wop over
the head with the gavel.”

His ability to dramatize an issue is a by-
word in politics. Be it getting arrested on
a picket line or denouncing the high cost
of electric current in the District of Colum-
bia, the swarthy little man has veritable
genius for getting his point across. At last
year’s Albany hearing on the child-labor
amendment, he staged a one-man act that
held the audience breathless. Taking a
lady’s purse from his pocket, he proceeded
to demonstrate how child laborers worked
on the article, illustrating his remarks by
hammering on the table in a painful cre-
scendo that kept his hearers transfixed. So
careful is he in preparing effects that he
will go to endless bother to establish au-

thenticity. Once he mobilized his entire law
office to search for an old, ruined jacket
which was to be the text of his open-air
stump speech that evening.

His looks, clothes, tastes, and expletives
are a boon to reporters. Short, stocky, and
swarthy, when walking under his coal-col-
ored sombrero, he resembles nothing as much
as a black mushroom in motion. Son of an
army band-master, he loves music, goes to
the opera often, and can be caught by an
alert cameraman at least twice a year lead-
ing a band, the baton carving the atmos-
phere in all directions. Volcanic by nature,
LaGuardia can be a grimacing gargoyle one
moment and a dimpling cherub the next.
To his intimates he can be a charming,
witty, cultured companion and a better than
average spaghetti chef; to his foes—and
even to some of his subordinates—he is an
enigmatic holy terror,

No pousT about it, the Little Flower makes
swell copy. But it is his policies, rather than
his colorful self, that interest socially-
minded persons. Lacking a definite Weltan-
schauung—he’s miles from being a Marxist,
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Hearst to the contrary notwithstanding—he
nevertheless has always regarded himself as
a progressive. His congressional record
stamped him a foe of Reaction and stuffed-
shirtedness. Almost single-handed, he ral-
lied the House to defeat the Hoover-Hearst
federal sales tax. As a congressman, he op-
posed compulsory military training in schools
and colleges, and befriended the unem-
ployed. Kicked out of Republican caucuses,
he grouped himself with the western progres-
sives, and when denied the G.O.P. nomina-
tion in 1924, won with the Progressive and
Socialist designations. That year, inci-
dentally, his district, the twentieth con-
gressional, in lower Harlem (now Vito
Marcantonio’s bailiwick), was the only one
on the Atlantic seaboard carried by Robert
M. LaFollette.

The Little Flower’s reputation as a lib-
eral still lives and thrives west of the
Hudson. Last year, Governor Phil La-
Follette of Wisconsin, on a trip to New
York, told a group of City Hall reporters
that “out West we regard LaGuardia as
the leader of the progressives.” In New
York he has the support of most liberals,
particularly if it is an issue of LaGuardia
vs. Tammany.

His victory over the Tiger in 1933 was
something in the nature of a political mir-
acle. Only twice before since the turn ot
the century had Tammany been licked—
and the conquerors had never repeated.
Fusion was a strictly one-term phenomenon.
But a bitter economic situation in 1933
came to the support of lucky Fiorello. Un-
employment, a sinking real-estate market,
and a sharp decline in tax payments made
it impossible for the sachems to keep the
expensive Tammany organization together.
Division arose in the machine, partly stim-
ulated by Jim Farley and partly a result of
the astounding Seabury revelations.

It was a peculiar ménage, that Fusion

movement of 33, so aptly characterized by.

Communists as ‘“a special kind of third
party.” Good-government statisticians and
“non-partisan”’ municipal reformers rubbed
elbows with needle-trades workers, middle-
class taxpayers, and even some representa-
tives of the Four Hundred in the Fusion
parade. But it was labor and, above all, the
garment unions which contributed the major
share to the 1933 victory.

LaGuarpia entered office January 1, 1934,
with the weight of the peculiar, mixed class
composition of his supporters heavy upon
him. It is this fact and the Tammany
heritage of graft and incompetence that
make the present administration scene a
many-toned picture, neither deep black nor
shining white. There has been, of course,
an end to the scandalous boodling that
went on in Jimmy Woalker’s heyday, but
the net results have not been such as to
cause the waving of flags in the streets.
LaGuardia’s economy program in the early
days of 1934—undoubtedly brought on by
the tin-box splurging of his Tammany pre-

decessors—worked hardships on the low-
bracket civil-service employees. Passage of
the sales tax—for which he and the Tam-
many-dominated Board of Aldermen must
take full responsibility—was a complete re-
treat from his congressional progressivism.
Without a bold tax program—there is no
indication that he ever sought powers for
one from Albany—city finances were such
that the increases given important depart-
ments were miserly and not nearly enough
for a decent health and welfare program.
Occasional sallies were made against the
Bankers’ Agreement, but on the whole the
infamous pact was fulfilled to the letter.
While the administration did remove club-
house control from the Emergency Relief
Bureau apparatus, and managed to bring
system to the organization, budgets of re-
lief clients did not keep pace with rising
prices. Use of police at Home Relief Bu-
reaus, although not of the completely ruth-
less kind typical of the Walker regime, was

bad . enough.
On the credit side of the LaGuardia
ledger, an objective examination shows

some decent appointments and a regard for
the merit system unusual to veteran New
Yorkers. There can be little quarrel with
the naming of public officials like Paul
Blanshard, Dr. John L. Rice, Dr. S. S.
Goldwater, Professor Russell Forbes, Paul
Kern, and Justine Wise Tulin. Certain
administrative reforms and the attack upon
Tammany patronage nests can also be
chalked up to- the good. Support by the
administration of the new charter and pro-
portional representation, both adopted at the
general elections last year, can be regarded
as a progressive position of the administra-
tion and will further weaken Tammany.

In the field of labor relations, the record

Hans

“Then 1 said, ‘Suppose Morgan,

Mellon, and Rockefeller went on

a sit-down_strike” But still they
weren’t convinced.”
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of the administration, while spotty, com-
pares favorably with that of its predecessors.
Union organization in the public utilities
has been facilitated by a clause in all city
franchises guaranteeing collective-bargaining
rights and outlawing company unionism. It
is thanks primarily to that clause, for ex-
ample, that the Amalgamated Association of
Street, Electric Railway, & Motor Coach
Employees has been able to make serious
advances on the bus lines. Recently, the
mayor voided a plan for a virtual company
union poll on the city-owned Independent
Subway System, and ordered an election in
which the tellers were mainly union men.
Initial friction with the organized workers
in the Emergency Relief Bureau recently
gave way to a more codperative attitude,
not, however, it must be recorded, without
a good deal of struggle on the part of the
E.R.B. workers.

An avowed Voltairean, LaGuardia has
been fairly consistent about civil liberties.
While police have attacked picket lines on
occasion, the mayor has been wise enough to
associate himself with a hands-off attitude
towards sit-down strikers. Vetoing of the
Hearst-inspired flag ordinance, adopted unani-
mously by the Board of Aldermen, was his
high-water mark in the fight against reaction
locally.

Now LaGuardia faces the election cam-
paign without any organization to speak of,
and in face of the tradition that no reform
mayor has ever been reélected in New York.
Nominally a Republican, he is cordially dis-
liked by most of the titular leadership and
the Union League Club element of the or-
ganization. But more important is the fact
that the new realignment of forces nationally
has caused a shifting of forces locally. La-
Guardia cannot expect any Park Avenue
support next fall. He will have to face a
reactionary coalition of Hearst, Tammany,
and Liberty League Republicans and Demo-
crats. His support of Roosevelt as given
through the American Labor Party sepa-
rated him definitely from the créme de la
créme of the G.O.P. His failure to hand
deserving Republicans city jobs has earned
him the enmity of most of the organiza-
tion’s district leaders. He will undoubtedly
win the Republican designation, however,
in any G.O.P. primary, no opponent being
strong enough to beat him there.

But the Republican designation in a city
with 2,289,213 enrolled Democrats out of
an electorate of slightly more than 2,600,000
is something of a joke. The mayor will
clearly have to seek support elsewhere. If
he gets the nomination of the American
Labor Party—that of the City Fusion Party
is his, for what it is worth—he still cannet
beat a united Tammany. He will need
considerably more backing. Some of it will
come from the newly-formed Progressive
City Committee, composed of a group of
well-known liberals headed by the mayor’s
former Commissioner of Water Supply,
Maurice P. Davidson.
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But even that won’t be enough to win
if only one Democratic candidate is in the
field. The possibility of an O’Brien-McKee
situation, despite the division in Tammany
ranks and the Farley-Tammany struggle,
must not be exaggerated. LaGuardia will
have to seek sustenance from the well-
plowed Tammany fields. He will undoubt-
edly seek to split the ranks of Tammany
and maneuver with dissident Democrats.

In this connection, the civil-service vote is
of the highest importance. New York, with
its half-billion dollar annual budget (it’s
the second largest governmental spending
unit, standing next only to the federal
government), employs about 170,000 work-
ers, most of whom are on civil-service
lists. They and their families compose one
of the most powerful blocs in the city. If
their vote, traditionally delivered to Tam-
many and its allies, can go to LaGuardia or
at least be split, the Little Flower is as-
sured of success. This may explain, in part,
LaGuardia’s signing last December of the
mandatory salary-increase bill for civil-
service workers in the low brackets. This
may explain, also, the persistent rumors of
a rapprochement with Frank J. Prial, boss
of the Civil Service Forum and publisher
of the Chief, influential civil-service paper.
Prial, a Democrat currently feuding with
Tammany, may prove to be the wedge that

SEEING AMERICA FIRST
VII—Cotton Pickers

will split a huge chunk off the Tammany
vote next fall. Unpleasant though a La-
Guardia-Prial alliance is to many Fusion-
ists, it is regarded by them as a political
necessity in the present exigency.

FroMm the entire situation, it is evident
that LaGuardia will have to spend no little
time in consolidating the labor and middle-
class vote, although the theory has been
advanced that since the labor vote is safely
his, he can spend his energies wooing upper-
middle-class and Park Avenue support. This
theory is untenable in view of the mayor’s
recent efforts to go out of his way to ally
himself with labor forces in support of
progressive measures like ratification of the
child-labor amendment and curbing the
power of the Supreme Court. It may be
regarded as certain that LaGuardia’s 1937
program will be considerably more ad-
vanced than that of 1933.

New York labor and progressives, criti-
cal of LaGuardia, will, however, undoubt-
edly concentrate on the defeat of Tammany,
by all odds the most reactionary influence
in local politics today. Linked with the
Liberty League overworld and the racket-
eering underworld, and strongly influenced
by the ultra-reactionary Catholic hierarchy,
Tammany has become a repository for fas-
cist currents. It is highly symptomatic that

Herb Kruckmaa

in the presidential campaign, some of Tam-
many’s most exalted leaders, such as Al Smith
and former Supreme Court Justice Daniel
Cohalan, aligned themselves with the Liberty
League ‘Jeffersonians” against the New
Deal. Indicative of the murky depths of
the Hall was the letter sent by Cohalan in
reference to Governor Lehman, openly rais-
ing anti-Semitic arguments. A baneful in-
fluence in the city’s educational system, the
Hall is also inextricably bound up with
some of the city’s most discredited labor
leaders. It is not at all accidental that the
name of at least one powerful Tammany
district leader has been brought into the
current trial of labor racketeers.

Labor’s problem in the complex municipal
situation is not an easy one. Clarity can be
brought into the matter by a broadened
American Labor Party that will be a gen-
uine alliance of the workers and middle
class of New York, an inclusive federation
composed of the trade unions, fraternal or-
ganizations, Negro groups, the Socialists, the
Communists, the All People’s Party of Har-
lem, etc. Such a movement, based on a broad
program defending the needs of the work-
ers, middle-class taxpayers, civil service, and
Negro people, would, in essence, be a city-
wide people’s-front movement. To such a
development, New York progressives may
well bend their energies.
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The Supreme Court Issue

Support for the President’s plan is essential not only to permit enactment
of social legislation now, but as the first step toward curbing the Court

which a reactionary press has toppled

over on President Roosevelt’s plan con-
cerning the federal courts, two unassailable
facts remain visible.

The first of these truths is the simple
proposition that the present Court, contrary
to the expressed will of the people, stands
in the way of even moderate reforms, and,
inferentially, in the way of any profounder
changes that a more progressive Congress
may advance while the incumbent judges con-
stitute the High Bench. Hence, if these
legislative changes are to be made, and the
American people aided and relieved to that
extent, the composition of the Court must
be altered. None of those justices who are
so obviously out of tune with the needs of
the day appears on the verge of resigning.
On the contrary, they have been stubbornly
clinging to their jobs with an almost savage
desire to thwart progressive legislation. And
surely it will not be contended that the
thing to do is to wait for a few of them
to die. The fate of millions cannot be made
to depend either on the whim or the health
of six unyielding men. :

The second of these truths is that a de-

feat for the Roosevelt proposal will in effect
be an endorsement of the most reactionary
interpretation of the American constitution.
It will mean the acceptance, at least for a
time, of the powerlessness of Congress to
legislate for the general welfare of the
American people. It will be a surrender to
that stultifying concept of government which
makes the agreement of forty-eight legisla-
tures necessary to attain ends desired by the
great majority of people throughout the
country. It will act as a powerful restora-
tive to those forces of Reaction that were so
eloquently repudiated at the polls last No-
vember. To those forces it matters little
who makes the country’s laws, so long as
their men are in a position to throw those
laws in the wastebasket.
. Now, against the proposal powerful forces
have been arrayed. It is significant that far
and away the greatest opposition comes from
precisely those quarters that railed against
Roosevelt and the New Deal throughout the
campaign, i. e., a political opposition. But those
who oppose the plan do not dare to admit that
fact; they had a political encounter with
Roosevelt three months ago, and they are still
picking up the pieces.

Opponents of the measure argue either
that it is unconstitutional; or that, while
legal, it is somehow tricky and dishonest,
that it would undermine our “independent

THROUGH the avalanche of words

An Editorial

judiciary,” for generations held in reverence;
or that it would destroy the constitutional
system of checks and balances by subor-
dinating the Court to Congress, which, pre-
sumably, would be subservient in turn to
the executive. :

Not one of these contentions holds water,
either in the light of history or in present
reality.

The question of constitutionality is raised

only by the most dishonest critics of the
plan, and then only in dealing with a most
unenlightened audience. For the constitu-
tion on this point is crystal clear:
. . . he [the President]. shall nominate and by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate shall ap-
point ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls,
judges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers
of the United States whose appointments are not
herein otherwise provided for. .. . (Article II, Sec-
tion 2.)

The judicial power of the United States shall be
vested in one Supreme Court, and in such inferior
courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain
and establish. The judges both of the Supreme and
inferior courts, shall hold their offices during good
behavior, and shall at stated times receive for their
services a compensation which shall not be dimin-
ished during their continuance in office. (Article
III, Section 1.)

Not a single word concerning the number
of judges to compose the Supreme Court.
Clearly the President cannot force a judge
to retire, but Congress obviously may ex-
pand or reduce the Court to any size it sees
fit. And it has done exactly that, not once,
but six times. Originally the Court, by act
of Congress, had six members. In 1801 it
was reduced to five. In 1807 began a series
of increases, first to seven; then to nine in
1837, and to ten in 1863. Three years later
it was reduced to eight, and was jacked up
to its present number in 1869. Assuredly,
there is nothing in American historical tra-
dition that makes sacred a Supreme Court
membership of nine.

We come now to the emotional reaction
against the Roosevelt plan: the charge that
it would drag into the mire of politics an
institution that has always been reverenced
as a thing apart, the very fountain-head of
purest justice, sans peur et sans reproche.
This semi-religious concept of the Court is
a comparatively late development in Ameri-
can history, and one fostered with an en-
thusiasm that has increased in proportion to
the growing use of the Court as a weapon
of corporate wealth. There was a time
when the Supreme Court was held some-
what less in awe. Every schoolboy knows
how Andrew Jackson, championing that
same doctrine of states’ rights which has

now become the shibboleth of Reaction, pub-
licly ridiculed the Court and its chief jus-
tice. “John Marshall has made his decision,”
said Jackson, “now let him enforce it!”
Jackson’s attitude was far from being
unusual or conspicuous in the American
tradition. In his first inaugural address, in
1861, Lincoln warned the country: “If the
policy of the government upon vital ques-
tions affecting the whole people is to be
irrevocably fixed by decisions of the Supreme
Court . . . the people will have ceased to
be their own rulers, having to that extent
practically resigned their government into
the hands of that eminent tribunal.” And
the New York Tribune, ancestor of the
journal which now pretends that the Roose-
velt proposal will bring the walls of Jericho
tumbling down, showed a minus quantity of
reverence for the Court at the time of the
Dred Scott verdict. The Tribune found
the decision entitled to “just so much moral
weight as would be the judgment of a
majority of those congregated in any Wash-
ington barroom. . . . Until that remote
period when different judges sitting in this
same Court shall reverse this wicked and
false judgment, the Constitution of the
United States is nothing better than the
bulwark of inhumanity and oppression.”
Regardless of what it is in theory, the
political nature of the Court in fact was
clearly indicated in the post-Civil War days.
With the purpose of preventing President
Johnson from filling vacancies, the number

of judges in the Court was reduced from

ten to eight. On the accession of Grant to
the presidency, the number was increased to
nine, a circumstance which, coupled with the
resignation of one of the judges, gave Grant
two appointments. A decision against the
administration handed down by the Court
in 1870 was reversed in 1871, shortly after
the Grant appointments, when both of the
new judges voted with the former minority.

Theodore Roosevelt made no bones about
political influence on the Court. “This de-
cision,” he wrote in his autobiography, “I
caused to be annulled by the Court that
had rendered it; and the present power of
the national government to deal effectively
with the trusts is due solely to the success
of the administration in securing this rever-
sal of its former decision by the Supreme
Court.” But perhaps most striking of all
was the resolution addressed to the United
States Senate by the legislature of Maine
following the Dred Scott decision. ‘“Re-
solved,” it read, “that the Supreme Court
of the United States should, by peaceful



MARCH 9, 1987

and constitutional measures, be so reconsti-
tuted as to relieve it from the domination
of a sectional faction.” In 1937, the legis-
lature of Maine likewise addressed the
United States Senate. But this time it is
in hysterical protest against “reconstituting”
the Court, that holy of holies upon which
Roosevelt would lay his profane political
hands.

The argument that the Roosevelt proposal
would subordinate the Court to the execu-
tive and thus encourage a trend toward an
authoritarian state is among the most spe-
cious advanced against the plan. To be
sure, if the plan is approved by Congress,
Roosevelt will not, in all likelihood, be ham-
strung on his legislative program, although
it is well to remember here that the N.R.A.
and several other measures were thrown
out by unanimous verdicts of the Court,
not by five-to-four decisions. But even as-
suming that his appointees will uphold the
major part of his program, the laws of the
United States will still be passed by a Con-
gress, and that Congress will be answerable
to the people, as will the President himself.
But, say these opponents of the plan, you
are establishing a precedent, and a more
fascist-minded executive than Roosevelt may
well take advantage of that precedent to
juggle the Court’s number for his own dic-
tatorial purposes. That is either an ex-
tremely naive view or one intended purely
for hysterical propaganda. Fascists do not
wait on precedent, and they are hardly con-
cerned about the niceties of democratic pro-
cedure. Mussolini didn’t pack the Italian
parliament; he sent it packing.

It is striking, moreover, that those who
are so concerned about having the Court’s
power ‘“subordinated” are in no way wor-

ried about ‘“‘subordinating” the will of the
people to the reactionary social views of five
political appointees. The sincerity of such
“democrats” is palpably open to question.

But there is still another type of opposi-
tion, and this variety, while willingly made
use of by reactionaries, comes often enough
from sincerely liberal persons. This is the
contention that the move does not get at
the root of the matter, that it does not
touch upon the usurped power of the Court
to invalidate acts of Congress. Proponents
of this argument want a constitutional
amendment to strip the Court of its nulli-
fying power, and some of them believe that
the President’s move will retard pressure
for this more fundamental change. Here
there seems to be a strange premise that
the Roosevelt proposal and a constitutional
amendment are mutually exclusive, that we
must choose one or the other. There is
little to support this view. To reject the
Roosevelt reform out of hand because an
amendment is more desirable is to adopt the
policy of all-or-nothing. In practice, it
would mean the complete crippling of social
legislation, perhaps for years to come. After
thirteen years, the child-labor amendment is
still dragging from one legislature to an-
other. The disgraceful tactics employed
against that comparatively mild measure will
be a thousand times magnified when the
reactionaries are face to face with an amend-
ment to strip the Supreme Court of its
power to destroy progressive legislation,

A more sensible attitude is to support the
Roosevelt proposals as the most important
immediate step in the struggle to curb the
Court. The country is today dividing for
or against this concrete measure. It has
the enormous strength and prestige of the

Aline Fruhauf (American Artists’ Congess)

administration behind it. The opposition to
it cuts across party lines and represents, in
many respects, a greater concentration of
Reaction than the forces which backed
Landon.

A victory for the Roosevelt proposals will
open the way to more fundamental and far-
reaching reform of the Court. The myth
that the Supreme Court is sacred, that any
change in the present system signifies the
end of the republic, would suffer irreparable
damage. Yet precisely this refrain is the
keynote of the whole opposition. The only
guarantee of more drastic reform of the
Court is continued vigilance and militant
action by the masses of people. Nobody can
guarantee what Roosevelt will support after
a victory for his proposal. But past experi-
ence has shown that defeats lead to further
retreats by the administration. A defeat on
this issue now would embolden Reaction
and weaken progressives.

As matters stand, the administration needs
all the progressive support it can muster for
the President’s plan. This support must be
forthcoming. All-or-nothing attitudes, when
the opposition is so powerfully organized,
lead to nothing. If we view the whole
question of the Court’s reform as a developing
process in which one victory will give us
the conditions for further victories, then the
Roosevelt proposals are seen in their true
perspective. It is necessary to win this first
trial of strength on the Court’s reform if we
are to go on to win others.

Let your federal legislators know where
you stand. There is no time to waste.
Pressure where it will do most good in
support of the administration bill is an im-
mediate necessity. It is only that popular
pressure which will see the issue through.
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UNNING against the Roosevelt pro-
posal continued heavy during the
week, but from proponents of the plan

came signs that a major offensive was immi-
nent. A large question mark was stamped on
the landslide of letters attacking the plan,
when supporters of the measure began exam-
ining the nature of these communications.
Similarities of wording in letters from widely
scattered points, plus the fact that a great
many congressmen received approximately the
same number of missives, pointed to a syn-
thetic pressure machine operated by reaction-
ary political organizations. This belief gained
strength from the revelation that many con-
gressmen had received, with scores of letters,
printed slips reading “Hands off the Court.”
Dissemination of these slips was attributed to
a Rev. Gerald B. Winrod, of Kansas. Known
as the “Jayhawk Nazi,” Winrod was exposed
last year as one of Julius Streicher’s anti-
Semitic agents in the United States.

One of Winrod’s form letters was produced
on the floor of Congress by Senator Robinson
(D., Ark.). “Dear Christian friend,” it be-
gan, “You have been reading about Mr.
Roosevelt’s shocking demand that he be al-
lowed to pack the Supreme Court with radi-
cals.” Making what Robinson termed “the
old appeal of the Ku-Klux Klan,” the letter,
which accompanied six other forms to be sent
to congressmen, declared the Court plan was
supported by “both Moscow and Rome,” and
concluded, “Yours in Christ, Gerald B.
Winrod.”

While the plan still appeared to have a
majority in the Senate, the President himself
was scheduled to swing into public action
within the next two weeks. Rumors were,
afloat in Washington that he conteniplated a
tour of the country, similar to that which
Wilson made in defense of the League of Na-
tions. Whatever the truth of that story, it
was no rumor that he would go before the
country in two radio speeches, scheduled for
March 4 and 9. In the “fireside chat” of the
ninth, the President is expected to amplify
remarks made to Arthur Krock of the New
York Times, whose dispatch included the
quotation: “When I retire to private life on
January 20, 1941, I do not want to leave the
country in the condition Buchanan left it to
Lincoln.”

IN its first decision since the contro-
versy began, the Court avoided dyna-
mite, contenting itself with a corollary to the
decision handed down last year permitting
Congress to alter the gold content of the dol-
lar. The new decision, voiding contracts which
call for payment in terms of the old dollar,
was opposed by the diehard bloc of Van De-
vanter, McReynolds, Sutherland, and Butler.

Two concrete developments of the week
were calculated to work against the Presi-
dent’s proposal. One was passage by the Sen-
ate of the Sumners-McCarran bill, permitting
Supreme Court justices to retire at seventy on
full pay. It was hoped by some opponents of
the Roosevelt plan that two or three justices
would shortly step down from the Bench as

Covering the events of the week
ending March 1

a result, and thus obviate the need for more
drastic action, but administration forces saw
no likelihood of such a development, and logi-
cally looked upon the move as a calculated
attempt to knife the President’s proposal. The
second obstruction was hardly taken with any
seriousness, despite the source. This was Sena-
tor Borah’s reactionary proposal for a consti-
tutional amendment that would deny the
Court the right to interfere with state laws
of an economic or social naure—an issue which
is not at stake at all—but leave it full power
to nullify any act of Congress.

ITH both branches marking time on

the Court issue, congressmen resigned
themselves to the prospect of a long stretch in
Woashington. ““This question,” said Speaker
Bankhead, referring to the Court proposal,
“the farm-tenant problem, the drought issue,
governmental reorganization, a new presiden-
tial message on labor relations, and other mat-
ters indicate that it will be a long session.”
Among the “other matters,” three figured
prominently in the week’s congressional news.
neutrality, housing, and anti-lynching legisla-
tion.

From the House Foreign Affairs Committee
emerged the McReynolds neutrality resolu-
tion, even more objectionable than its Senate
counterpart, the Pittman bill. (See page 20.)
Not only do its embargo provisions, like those
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of the Pittman bill, apply against all bellig-
erents, without distinction between an aggres-
sor and a country or government acting in
self-defense, but they include an even more
vicious principle, namely, a ban on the solicita-
tion of contributions in this country for the
use of belligerents or of factions in a civil war.
This thrust at such aid as Americans are ren-
dering to the Spanish loyalists in the form of
food and medical supplies was roundly de-
nounced by the progressive bloc in Congress.
‘““There is no sense in our framing legislation
in such a way,” declared Representative Coffee
(D., Wash.), “as to penalize friendly demo-
cratic governments in danger from fascist
groups.” And Representative Bernard (F.-L.,
Minn.), who alone denounced the present
Spain, was even
stronger in his denunciation. ‘“We committed
a colossal blunder when we put a munitions
embargo on the Spanish government,” said
Bernard. “Are we going to commit more
blunders now and just keep on committing
them ?”’

Two other bills of major significance were
dropped into the Senate hopper, in both of
which Senator Wagner of New York had a
hand. One was the Wagner-Steagall housing
bill, providing for a four-year housing pro-
gram, to be financed by a bond issue of
$1,000,000,000, plus a $50,000,000 appropria-
tion for outright grants. The measure is not
substantially different from the housing bill
that failed to pass the House last year, and is
not nearly as comprehensive as the Scott bill,
which provides far more generously for out-
right grants. “Adequate housing for families
of low income,” Scott believes, ‘““is possible
only on the basis of outright government
grant of funds needed for land and construc-
tion.” The other contribution of the New
York Senator was the Wagner-Van Nuys
anti-lynching bill, carrying a fine of from
$2000 to $10,000 against any political sub-
division “which fails to protect and give fair
trial to those suspected or accused of crime.”
“Never before,” said the two senators, invit-
ing strong support for the bill, “have the
prospects for the passage of a federal anti-
lynching bill been so bright.”

HALKING up no fewer than ten vic-
tories in Detroit alone, labor during

the week again proved the effectiveness of the
sit-down strike as a means of crippling scab
activity and winning demands from employers.
In one of these, the strike against the Young
Spring & Wire Co., an annual wage increase
of $500,000 was gained for 3100 employes.
Three thousand women cigar workers were
out in six tobacco plants, preparing to present
their demands and voting upon the suggestion
of auto union leaders to join the A.F. of L.
Cigar Makers’ Union. In Los Angeles, the
Douglas Aircraft Corp. reopened its plant fol-
lowing the ejection of sit-down strikers. Here,
too, the United Automobile Workers spurred
union activity by furnishing bail for 118 ar-
rested strikers. Commenting on the reopening
of the plant, Andrew Schmolder, C.I.O. or-
ganizer, said: “The strike is not yet ended;
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we are going to have a picket line . . . which
is going to be big and heavy. We have also
organized our various committees and a
women’s auxiliary to aid our pickets.”

Henry Ford fulminated in Detroit against
strikes, strikers, and unions, and Secretary of
Commerce Roper, “not speaking as an officer
of the administration,” declared: ‘“Any sit-
down strike that undertakes to take over per-
sonal property . . . will not be long endured
by the courts.” These, and a number of other
commentaries ranging from the avowedly re-
actionary to the ignorant, not only failed to
stop sit-downs, but did not halt in any way
the activities of their most successful pro-
ponent, the C.I.O. Speaking in Newark,
N. J., shortly after Governor Hoffman’s
threat of “bloodshed,” Homer Martin, auto
union leader, asked: ‘“Where was Governor
Hoffman when industry was on a sit-down
strike against labor? Where was he when the
United States Supreme Court was on a sit-
down strike against the rights of workers?
‘Where was he and his militia when the steel
barons were conspiring against the workers?
. . . There is the probability that things are
going to change in this country, and that will
be just too bad for Governor Hoffman.”

The same Governor Hoffman crashed the
front pages again when he announced that he
was going to “investigate” the slaying of
R. Norman Redwood, “sandhog” union
leader. Unionists predicted another Haupt-
mann merry-go-round if the Liberty League
governor insisted on turning whitewash sleuth
again. In New York, Prosecutor John J.
Breslin charged Sam Rosoff, wealthy building
contractor, and Joseph S. Fay, union racketeer,
with responsibility for the murder (see page
20). William Green, A.F. of L. chief, re-
mained silent on the Redwood killing, and
resisted all attempts to get him to investigate
general racketeering in unions, though three
successive federation conventions (1933, ’34,
’35) had urged such a probe.

UTSTANDING violence of the week

was credited to the Fansteel Metallur-
gical Corp. in Waukegan, Ill. After refusing
to negotiate with striking workers, the em-
ployers rounded up sixty sheriff’s deputies and
had them drive 100 sit-down strikers from the
plant with a brutal barrage of tear-gas and
knockout-gas bombs.

A highly significant and historical confer-
ence took place when Philip Murray, chair-
man of the Steel Workers’ Organizing Com-
mittee, met with Benjamin F. Fairless, presi-
dent of the Carnegie-Illinois Corp., America’s
largest steel producer, in the first of a pro-
jected series of talks. At the same time, the
forty-hour week was granted by a number of
steel companies, while others announced wage
increases totalling $100,000,000 yearly in an
effort to forestall widespread S.W.O.C. ac-
tivities. Railroad men pressed ahead on their
demands for a 20 percent wage raise on a
national scale, and negotiations were expected
to begin soon. And a notable advance was
made in the newspaper field, when the New
York World-Telegram announced its readi-
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ness ‘‘to negotiate a contract with its editorial
employes in which the New York [News-
paper] Guild is given full recognition as their
accepted bargaining agent.”

€€ O defend Madrid is to defend Paris,

London, Prague, the northern coun-
tries, and every free and democratic nation in
the not distant future,” declared Spain’s For-
eign Minister Julio Alvarez del Vayo, follow-
ing a tour of the Madrid loyalist front, still
intact after months of fierce battle. While
the week’s developments were not spectacular,
preparatory advance for what some observers
predicted would be the long-awaited loyalist
general offensive were noted. Developments
making possible such an offensive included the
delegation of "undivided authority over the
325-mile central front to General José Miaja;
the continued advance of Asturian forces in
Oviedo; a stalemate along the Jarama River
front south of Madrid ; short loyalist advances
in University City, and loyalist pressure on
Toledo and Talavera de la Reina from the
east.

Loyalist forces were reported strongly en-
trenched on the outskirts of Oviedo, after
capturing the bull ring, arms factory, and
insane asylum. The Jarama River front was
relatively quiet, with the government forces
exerting pressure at various points, though
making no appreciable gains. It was believed
that the loyalists were preparing to launch a
large-scale offensive against the rebel line
around Madrid to coincide with the establish-
ment of the international naval blockade
around Spain and Portugal. Although the
U.S.S.R. and Portugal decided not to partici-
pate in the blockade (the U.S.S.R. because it
was not accorded equality on the Mediterra-
nean side), loyalist strategy seemed to be based
on the belief that a successful offensive,
launched before the rebels find ways to cir-
cumvent the blockade, might be decisive.

Mussolini had his hands full during the
week with an Ethiopian revolt, of an extent
still unknown, and revealed to the world
through a spectacular bombing in Addis
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Ababa. General Rodolfo Graziani was seri-
ously wounded, though Italian reports tried to
minimize the seriousness of his condition as
well as the extent of the revolt. In retalia-
tion for the attack on Graziani, Italian troops
were said to have killed Ras Desta Demtu,
Haile Selassie’s son-in-law, arrested at least
3000 ‘natives and executed several hundred,
although exact figures on the mass executions
were not forthcoming from Rome.

Nazi leaders, watching the rearmament
groundswell throughout Europe, thought they
saw a chance to combine business with arming
at the expense of Germany's competitors.
Economics Minister Hjalmar Schacht was
credited with a plan to transfer part of Ger-
many'’s foreign exchange now used for its own
armament, to the purchase of foreign raw
materials for the manufacture of export goods.
Germany, according to this plan, would take
advantage of the slowness with which con-
tinental factories, busy with arms orders, are
filling export trade. Hitler made a gesture
towards Switzerland, guaranteeing that buffer
country’s “neutrality”—a gesture which ob-
servers discounted heavily, remembering Kaiser
Wilhelm’s guarantee of Belgium’s neutrality
prior to the World War.

Chief sufferer at the hands of the new Nazi
trade strategy would be Great Britain, whose
home secretary, Sir John Simon, announced
that British plants were turning out 100,000
gas masks daily. Another distasteful develop-
ment in the London week was the result of the
election in India, in which the anti-imperialist
Indian National Congress Party romped off
with at least 715 out of 1585 seats in the
Indian lower house.

FTER a nine-hour debate on his govern-
ment’s financial policy, Premier Léon
Blum received a substantial vote of confidence,
362 to 211, in the French Chamber of Depu-
ties. Leading the attack against the Blum
policies were former Finance Minister Paul
Reynaud and former Premier Pierre-Etienne
Flandin. The latter described the “desires of
the masses” as “sordid materialism,” a phrase
which the Right may live to rue.

Half-way round the world, a very different
regime, that of Hayashi in Japan, also
weathered some stormy parliamentary sessions.
Naval Minister Mitsumasa Yonai made 2
thinly-veiled reference to the Soviet naval base
at Vladivostok when he told the Diet that
Japan planned to destroy the naval bases of
its “enemies” in the next war before enemy
planes could reach the Japanese mainland.
Notice that Japanese imperialism was far
from finished in its career of conquest, was
given by Foreign Office spokesman Eiji Amau,
who classified Japan as still among the “have-
nots.” Added point to this characterization
was made by the revised budget introduced
by the Hayashi cabinet. More than half of
the budget allowance is hogged by the armed
forces, with the army getting the biggest
share. Running to a total of 2,815,000,000
yen, the new budget is only 223,000,000 yen
less than the budget which helped overthrow
the Hirota cabinet.
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Mobilizing America for War

What the War Department is planning for you
civilians smacks unpleasantly of true fascism

LL eyes on the War Department and
A on the Sheppard-Hill bill! The
notorious Industrial Mobilization
Plan, unearthed by the Nye munitions inquiry
last year, has reached a stage where there is
grave risk that it will be embodied in our
laws. Through clever maneuvering, it is to be
tacked on to pending neutrality legislation to
assure its passage. A five-cent pamphlet on the
subject, 4 Blue-Print for Fascism, by Frank
B. Blumenfield, just published by the Ameri-
can League Against War and Fascism, clearly
shows that the plan embodied in the Sheppard-
Hill bill is a thinly disguised ‘“blue-print for
fascism.”

An earlier edition of this war plan, pro-
duced in 1933, contained some interesting
features which have been omitted in the re-
vised edition of 1936. Most important of
these were a Public Relations Administration
and a Selective Service Administration. In
plain language, these provided for a press gag
and for a labor draft. But there is no reason
to think that publicity and labor control have

been omitted from the revised mobilization

plan of the War Department. It is simply a
matter of avoiding antagonism for the time
being. Aside from that, there is presented a
complete plan for running the next war under
the dictatorship of the military and the great
industrialists.

The public-relations section is a perfect
marvel of cold-blooded impudence. Hardly
have the people realized (through the writings
of Lasswell, Ponsonby, Creel, and others)
what the official lie factories of the last war
did to make the war palatable, how they
spread atrocity stories, faked pictures, fanned
hatred, suppressed important news, and bullied
them with four-minute men—hardly have
these things become clear, when the War De-
partment tells them that in the next war this
propaganda business is going to be even bigger
and better. Not a single avenue of public in-
formation is left uncovered. There is to be a
division for domestic and foreign news, an-
other will take care of films, posters, cartoons,
photographs, and scenarios, still another will
provide for speakers, women’s organizations,
and war expositions, and finally, there is a
section for radio, newspapers, magazines, bill-
boards, and bulletins.

A publicity director for the utilities once
described his job as “learning them there
dumb-bells how to do the vox populi . . . and
do the dear public fall for it!” The militarists
evidently have the same low opinion of the
public. But where, one is tempted to ask, have
our press lords been since this plan for gag-

By H. C. Engelbrecht

ging and censoring the press was revealed?
They tore the heavens with their clamor
about the freedom of the press when they tried
to prevent the unionization of their reporters,
when they persisted in using child labor, when
they were ordered to erect fire-escapes. But
now, when this mobilization plan reveals a
real threat to the freedom of the press, not a
sound has come from them. No expensive
lawyers are hurried off to Washington to pro-
test, no injunctions are asked, no violation of
the constitution is alleged. Is it possible that
freedom of the press does not really interest
them?

The other highly important features of the
plan concern industry and labor. And thereby
hangs a most significant tale. During the
World War, there developed a situation the
recurrence of which the War Department and
its allies among the great industrialists are try-
ing to prevent. Millions of able-bodied
workers were drafted out of their factories
and offices into combat service. Enormous de-
mands were being made on industry for the
production of all kinds of war materials. Im-
migration had come to a standstill. The result
was an acute shortage of labor.

This was an ideal situation for the working-
man. He was everywhere in demand, and he
was able to bargain successfully for higher
wages. The competition for workers was so
keen that one factory would steal or entice
away men from another factory to itself with

the promise of more money. In the shipyards,
men earned $15, $18, and more daily. To this
day it is remembered that these workers wore
silk shirts and came to work in swanky cars.
Industry had fat government contracts on a
cost-plus basis, which meant the higher its
charges, the greater its percentage. So it did
not worry about high wages; the government
paid for it all.

That does not mean that real wages went
up during the war. On the contrary, prices,
as usual, led the parade, and most wages never
caught .up. In seven years the price of food
went up 105 percent. Very few wages reached
that peak. )

Now it happened rather frequently that
workers who were lured from one job to an-
other found that as soon as a certain contract
was completed, their wages would be cut
sharply. This caused much discontent and
many strikes. The entire labor situation, then,
was characterized by a rapid turn-over and by
serious and endless strikes.

The government was worried, and it de-
cided to bring some order into this chaos.
Various labor boards and conciliation com-
mittees were established which succeeded in
stabilizing the situation. Most of these boards
were under the control, at least in part, of the
great industrialists and of the war cabinet.
Various rules were worked out prescribing
what labor might do and what it might not
do; there was wage fixing of various kinds,
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and in that way a measure of labor peace was
established.

In a report made in the war years, the
secretary of labor made the following reveal-
ing statement:

With the exception of the sacrifices of the men in
the armed service, the greatest sacrifices have come
from those at the lower rung of the industrial lad-
der. Wage increases respond last to the needs of
this class of labor, and their meager returns are
hardly adequate, in view of the increased cost of
living to maintain even their meager standard of
life. It is upon them the war pressure has borne
most severely. . . .

Too often there is a glaring inconsistency between
our democratic purposes in this war abroad and the
autocratic conduct of those guiding industry at home.

But those planning for the next war re-
member only the silk shirts of the workers
and the numerous strikes. Therefore the next
war will see none of that nonsense. There is
to be a universal draft of all over eighteen
years old. Millions of these will be soldiers
in the army, other millions will be soldiers in
factories. That seems to be the intention of
the secretary of war, who has declared that
“the War Department will prepare a labor
draft.” The millions who will receive a “de-
ferred rating” in the draft will be assigned to
industry. There they will take orders, or else
starve or fight. This is the completion of the
plan placed before the War Policies Commis-
sion in 1931 by Colonel Robbins, who advo-
cated a general civilian registration alongside
of the military draft. Its purpose was: “So
that we know where a man is and what he is
doing; so that we can put him to work.”

The various labor boards and mediation
committees are also to be revived. Again they
will be largely in the hands of the great in-
dustrialists. Next time there will be less
patience with labor than in the World War.

And what is going to be done about the
great industrialists, the war contractors, the
munitions makers? Will they, too, be drafted
together with their factories and their capital ?
Silly question! Why, that would clearly be
unconstitutional. The Supreme Court has ap-
proved of the conscription of man-power, but
when you get to property and wealth, there’s
“due process” and “no confiscation” and a
dozen other provisions which stand like a
mighty fortress protecting economic privilege.

There is not a little irony in the fact that
this entire mobilization plan arose out of the
agitation carried on by the American Legion
and others to “take the profits out of war.”
The Legion forced the appointment of the
Woar Policies Commission in 1930, which was
instructed to inquire into “methods of equal-
izing the burdens and to remove the profits of
war, together with a study of policies to be
pursued in event of war.” The commission
was specifically forbidden to consider the
“conscription of labor.”

This commission heard chiefly military men
and big business men. Some labor leaders and
peace workers also had a hearing. But when
the commission reported, it declared that the
idea of “drafting capital” was “impractical
and impossible.” But the drafting of men for
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military service and for the war industries is
apparently not. True, the War Policies Com-
mission said nothing about labor, and it heard
strong opposition to the idea of a labor draft.
The War Department, however, picked up
where this earlier commission left off. Not
only is it going to conscript labor, but it is
going to wipe out all labor legislation that
may stand in its way. The manner in which
it scorns the hard-won protection of women
in industry is significant:

For economic reasons, the statutes of the various
states prescribe certain restrictions in the hours and
conditions of employment of women in industry. . . .
Many of these regulations and restrictions are expe-
dient rather than necessary to the well-being of
either the nation or the workers. In a national
emergency much of this expediency is lost and the

operation of some of these regulations and restric-
tions should be suspended.

What, then, can you expect in the next war
if this mobilization plan is approved ? Millions
of young men will be drafted and sent over-
seas; other millions will be conscripted as
workers and assigned to the war industries;
gradually women and minors will also appear
in the factories; freedom of press, freedom of

Joseph Seerano
“And then again, we could join the Communists—if they
weren’t such misfits.”

speech, and civil liberties generally will be
suspended. The country will be ruled by a
military dictatorship which will enforce eco-
nomic tyranny. Meanwhile, the financial
and industrial arrangements will be in the
hands of “prominent industrialists.”> Noth-
ing is contemplated that will prevent the out-
rageous profiteering of the last war—and of
every war. When a War Department repre-
sentative before the Nye Committee was asked
his opinion about conscripting industry and the
industrialists together with the soldier and
the worker, he was so stunned that he asked
for further time to think it over.

Needless to say, what the War Department
is planning is a serious threat to freedom and
democracy. It is true that imperialist wars
breed dictatorship. All the more reason, then,
for fighting war vigorously and relentlessly.
The Nye Committee was right in issuing the
following warning:

In view of the growth of dictatorships in the
world using labor under military control, it is very
important that the people weigh the grave dangers
to our democracy involved in the draft of man-power
and labor under the conditions proposed. The price
of a war may be actual operating dictatorship.
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Whose Sun Is Rising in Japan?

A study of the internal political scene
reveals contradictions as yet unresolved

APANESE politics, however obscure and
enigmatic to those nurtured in western
democracies, has no less of an internal

logic and intelligible development. The over-
throw of the Hirota cabinet, the dramatic
thwarting of General Ukagi’s attempts at
cabinet formation, and the current installation
of General Hayashi as head of the government
are stages in a single process. The present
parliamentary crisis, marked by embarrassing
interpellations in the Diet on army policies
and budgetary expansion, is but part of that
larger crisis which continues and deepens as
Japan approaches her “great war.”

The swing from Hirota to Hayashi repre-
sents a bloodless version of that other crisis of
little more than a year ago when, on February
26, 1936, the extremist army clique staged a
premature but not unpremeditated “rebellion.”
Three venerable “moderate” political leaders
were assassinated, one was gravely wounded,
and some others but narrowly escaped with
their skins whole. The then prime minister,
Okada, was forced to resign, together with the
surviving remnants of his cabinet, after a sen-
sational escape from the assassins. This Okada
cabinet would have been characterized as reac-
tionary by ordinary western standards. In
Japan, however, it was considered “moderate,”
partly because it put up resistance to the mount-
ing expenditures and the reckless adventures of
the army. The principal opponent of the army
demands was the aged, but extremely able, min-
ister of finance, Takahashi, who paid for his
opposition with his life.

THE Hirora CABINET was formed immedi-
ately after the February 26 “revolt.” It was
installed under conditions of martial law after
much haggling and bargaining. The army
assumed the upper hand in the cabinet;
Hirota’s minister of war was General Ter-
auchi, a belligerent saber-rattler. The army
clique did not, however, get complete control.

The present Diet, whose dissolution the
army demanded, to a large extent symbolizes
popular opposition to the army program. It
was elected on February 20 of last year in a
striking victory of the anti-military and anti-
fascist groups and parties. The proletarian
representation alone rose from four to twenty-
four. The reactionary Seyukai Party, which
at the time was friendly to the military, lost its
majority in the Diet. It is significant that the
voung officers staged their “rebellion” six days
after the election.

In this January’s sessions of the Diet a defi-
nite anti-army spirit prevailed. The scathing
criticism of the army by the more moderate

By Albert Brown

leader of this same Seyukai Party, strangely
enough, was the pretext used by the army to
demand the dissolution of the Diet. Mr.
Hamada, the spokesman of Seyukai Party, ac-
cused the army leaders of dominating the cabi-
net and planning to install fascism. This would
be an ordinary and routine criticism by an op-
position party in any ordinary parliament, but
in Japan this criticism precipitated a major
political crisis. The army demanded the disso-
lution of the Diet. The emperor met them half-
way, and adjourned the Diet. The army then
demanded the resignation of the Hirota cabi-
net. The emperor agreed and commissioned
the “moderate” General Ugaki (a choice some
degrees to the right of Hirota) to form a new
cabinet. The army rejected the emperor’s
choice. Japan was stunned; the will of its
“sacred” and “omnipotent” ruler was defied.
Such open defiance of the emperor by the army
recalled the February 26 episode. ‘Once again,
the deep fissures in the much-lauded state
structure of Japan stood out sharply.-

To solve this dangerous stalemate, General
Hayashi, representing a further concession to
the army, was selected as prime minister. The
army reluctantly agreed, and the new cabinet
was pieced together. This cabinet, despite its
“moderate” face, is under army domination to
a greater degree than was the Hirota cabinet.
For example, it does not have a single official
representative of the political parties, whereas
the Hirota cabinet had four. The Hayashi
cabinet, however, cannot be characterized as
an army cabinet, for the “moderate” groups
around the emperor still hold the most im-
portant posts. The crisis among the ruling
classes has not been solved. The new cabinet
is at best a temporary stop-gap; its life will be
short and stormy and dangerous.

The political parties in the Diet were silent
during the entire battle over the cabinet. It
seemed as if they were stunned speechless by the
avalanche unloosed after a single speech of
criticism. Even the legal and recognized social
democratic party (Shakai Taishuto) failed to
record its position despite its twenty-odd mem-
bers of parliament. The battle for control of
the government was confined to the army and
its supporters against the “moderates,” grouped
around the emperor. The bourgeois political
parties, never the sole expression of the ruling
classes, are now playing a significantly lesser
role in the internal conflicts of the ruling
groups in Japan. More and more they are be-
coming the spokesmen of the middle classes and
the small independent capitalists. The decisive
sections of the ruling class are gravitating
around the real sources of power, the army on
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the one hand and the court circles on the other.
The only true friends and supporters of parlia-
mentarianism and democratic rights are the
common people of Japan.

The position of the emperor as a “divine and
impartial ruler” is an essential part of the state
structure of Japan. When this emperor be-
comes a partisan in the inner conflicts of the
ruling classes and when the army openly de-
fies him, his legendary position of ruler is en-
dangered. This can only happen when the dif-
ferences among the ruling classes are grave and
decisive. These differences exist, although their
exact nature is not always easy to define. The
differences center on the all-important issue of
war and war preparations. The Japanese rul-
ing classes are quite unanimous on the neces-
sity of expansion on the Asiatic mainland
through war.

War against the Soviet Union is generally
agreed upon. But when and with what allies
this war will begin cannot be solved easily.
Witness the opposition to the German-Japanese
anti-Soviet alliance, and the modest but re-
peated demands for a non-aggression pact with
the Soviet Union. Seizure of China is also
agreed upon, but the tempo, the method, and
the direction of this seizure unsettles cabinets,
investors refuse to put funds into Manchukuo,
and inner conflicts are aggravated. The most
pressing differences rage around the vast
financing problems of the military forces.
Fifty percent of the budget is already spent
upon the armed forces and this expenditur.e
increases yearly. The economic structure 1s
no longer able to absorb the mounting budget
deficits without serious danger of bankruptcy
to the entire financial system. The larger sec-
tions of finance capital and industrial groups
are opponents of the extremist army program,
among them, the powerful house of Mitsu-
bishi. The differences which arise from the
war program extend to domestic policies as
well. The army fascist dictatorship is opposed
by the masses because it means war, deepen-
ing economic misery, and cruel enslavement.
The moderate bourgeois groups oppose the
army dictatorship and program because it en-
dangers their financial structure and tends to
place them at the mercy of their rivals,
grouped around the army. It is no contradic-
tion in the “moderates’ ”’ creed to oppose mili-
tary rule and at the same time support the
military-sponsored ‘“dangerous thought” laws,
restriction of democratic rights, and mainte-
nance of the disgracefully low standards of
living of the masses.

Japan is an imperialist nation with a highly
developed finance capital dominating its eco-
nomic life. But Japan is still predominantly
an agrarian country which has not overcome its
feudal relations in agriculture and powerful
feudal forms, traditions, and influences in the
state structure. The feudal bureaucracy of the
old state apparatus has been largely preserved.
This bureaucracy, composed largely of land-
lords, has crystallized into a permanent caste
with special powers which are increased by vir-
tue of the close ties of the bureaucracy with
industry, government economic monopolies and
colonial enterprises. The wealthier landlords,

despite their independent interests, have been
investing their incomes in industry and banks.
Thus, despite the powerful role of the land-
lords, the bureaucracy, and the feudal forces,
the recurring struggles among the ruling classes
do not take the simple form of the landlord and
feudal elements on the one side and capitalist
forces on the other. It is far more complicated

and diverse than one is tempted to believe. The .

so-called “moderate” groupings are centered
around the emperor, while the extreme group-
ings choose the leadership of the army. There
are landlords and capitalists in both camps.

In the political structure of Japan, the em-
peror, the vast bureaucracy, and the army ex-
ercise the state power. Theoretically, all sub-
jects and all organs of the state are subservient
to the will and veto of the emperor. In prac-
tice, the army modifies this theory at times.
The Diet has no power other than to pass on
the budget and the bills presented by the cab-
inet. Its refusal to pass a budget results in
the previous year’s budget going into effect
automatically. All bills passed by the Diet
must have the emperor’s approval; he also has
the power of veto. The emperor may and
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does rule by decrees which then become law.

Constitutionally, the emperor is the sole
source of power. The imperial family is a pow-
erful institution with a large bureaucratic ap-
paratus of its own, controlling the greatest
single accumulation of wealth with a vast inde-
pendent income. The imperial family is a great
landlord owning vast tracts of agricultural,
mineral, and forest lands. It is also heavily
interested in industry, shipping, and colonies.
The value of its wealth and income compares
only with Mitsui and the Mitsubishi com-
bined, which head the list of the five wealth-
iest civil families of Japan. The Mitsubishi
family, incidentally, is an old favorite and
ally of the imperial house. The emperor’s
prerogative to grant privileges, favors, dis-
tinctions, cabinet posts, and other lucrative
positions has been so exercised that a special
and powerful circle of court adherents and
favorites has been created known as the “im-
portant subject group” of the emperor. Ex-
cabinet members, leading politicians, admirals,
and generals compose this group. Around the
court circles are to be found the most power-
ful and influential sections of the permanent

“Your Red scare against the union was a great success.
They all joined the Communist Party!”
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state bureaucracy. The permanent state bu-
reaucracy of Japan has no parallel in the
modern imperialist states. It'is a remnant of
feudalism,

The emperor today is the center and rallying
point of the mast powerful sections of the bour-
geoisie. Chief among these are the Mitsui,
Mitsubishi, and Sumitomo combinations, which
should considerably modify the term “moder-
ate” as used in Japanese politics. These so-
called moderate bourgeois groupings, while not
abandoning the emaciated parliament, political
parties, and the cabinet form of government,
nevertheless place their main trust and reliance
in the power of the emperor, who is becoming
more and more the exponent of their interests
in the struggle against the army groupings.
The navy definitely leans to the “moderate”
grouping.

THE ARMY of Japan is much more than the
military apparatus of the state. Its officers,
staffs, and bureaucracy have developed all the
essential aspects of a political party. During
election campaigns and between them, it issues
propaganda and agitational pamphlets in mil-
lions of copies. The army as such is represented
in the cabinet, but is not subject to its decisions.
It is responsible to the emperor alone. The
army officers have their roots and support
among the old feudal landlords, the younger
section of the state bureaucracy, and the more
aggressive sections of the bourgeoisie (such
as the munitions industry and certain export in-
dustries, such as. cotton, often considered a
“peaceful” industry).

The army formulates its foreign policy and
often carries it out independent of the cabinet.
‘This is most strikingly illustrated in China, in

Manchukuo, and in the recurring border

clashes with the Soviet Union. It is an open
secret that the army occupied Manchuria with-
out consulting the government or the emperor.
Likewise, the army has its own definite domes-
tic policies. It is the source and principal pro-
ponent of fascism. Fascism in Japan wears the
army officer’s uniform. The army is the bitter-
est opponent of the Diet, the political parties,
and all democratic rights. It is the most bitter
enemy of trade unionism and of social legisla-
tion. The army, through its minister of war
in the cabinet, introduces and supports the
most reactionary bills. The dismissed partici-
pants and plotters of the February 26 rebellion
are now active leaders and organizers of civil
fascist groups and societies and carry the army
policy among the civilians. Now under the
army leadership, they are preparing to launch
a new reactionary pro-army political party.
The army at the present moment presents a
fairly solid front to the moderate groups
around the emperor. But within the army
clique there are important divisions. The
younger officers, headed by Generals Mazaki
and Araki, together with the Kwantung army
(the Japanese army of occupation in Man-
churia), are the extreme fascist elements. Gen-
eral Hayashi, although not its leader, is a rep-
resentative of the “centrist” group, while Gen-
eral Ugaki is the leading force among the
“moderate” elements in the army.

. rebellion.

The Sweeter OQur Fruits. ..

It was said that oranges could not be
_grown in the Soviet Union.
But there they are—
A new strain
Developed by crossbreeding Horticulture
to Socialism.

Where Wrangel’s army was to defeat the
Reds,

Now the citrus groves,

Triumphantly fruitful,

With golden death-rays,

Vanquish the ghouls of another wish-
prediction.

There, O Massman,

Lift a festival beaker,

Drink

This tart sweetness of revenge

To the health of your comrades all over
the world.

Behind clenched teeth

In hells of “democracy” and fascism,
We taste

What you taste,

Your joy

Is our joy—

Of the inspiriting example.

Before 1918 we were “visionaries,”
Socialism “against human nature,”
But now

We point

™~ To Red Russia.

The sweeter our fruits,
The bitterer to profiteers.
‘ H. H. Lewis.

*

These divisions, with various shiftings and
modifications, have existed in the army for a
long time. Their sharp character was most
clearly revealed in the premature February 26
This ill-timed and largely unsuc-
cessful putsch greatly discredited the army
among the people. Yet despite this loss of
prestige, and despite the fact that a score of
the rebels were executed and hundreds re-
moved from their posts, the army won a series
of important concessions by the February 26
uprising. For over five months the army ex-
ercised a virtual dictatorship through martial
law. It strengthened the inner discipline in the
army. It received a dominating position in the
Hirota cabinet ; its main demands were granted.
And, most important of all, it received a special
imperial ordinance restoring an old privilege:
that the war minister in all future cabinets
must be an active general in army service. Pre-
vious to February 26, the war minister under
special conditions could have been chosen from
among the retired generals who are no longer
under direct army discipline. This ruling gave
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the army clique unquestioned power to break
any cabinet at any time by withdrawing its
war minister or to prevent the formation of
any cabinet by withholding its nomination of
the war minister. The Hirota cabinet re-
signed because General Terauchi threatened to
withdraw ; General Ugaki was prevented from
forming his cabinet for the simple reason that
the army “could not find a general suitable”
for him. General Hayashi formed his cabinet
because the army agreed to nominate a war
minister.

All the above facts illustrate and character-
‘ize the Japanese army as the political party of
the most reactionary and most aggressive sec-
tions of the bourgeoisie. Needless to say, the
common soldiers, as conscripts, are not included
in this political characterization.

JAPANESE government spokesmen have at all
times tried to impress the outside world with
the legend of complete unity within the coun-
try. According to them, the only dissenters
with the sacred national policy are a handful
of Communists. The numerical extent of this
“handful” is partly revealed by the fact that
60,000 suspects or released transgressors of the
“dangerous thought” laws are under perpetual
surveillance of the political police. Recent
events disclose that there is anything but unity
among the ruling classes. Their differences
take the form of previously unauthorized
seizure of foreign territory, armed uprisings,
assassinations of capable leaders, rapid over-
throw of cabinets, defiance of the emperor, etc.
This is not all. The poverty-stricken masses
are by no means in accord either with the
policies of the divergent ruling group or with
the agreed-upon policies of the rulers.

All this goes to prove that the crisis in
Japan is growing deeper. The contradictions
among the ruling classes are intensifying.
Their imperialist objectives are already proving
too costly. Add to this the smoldering dis-
content of the people. There is no way out
for the ruling class except through a “big
war’’; but war threatens to destroy its entire
system of exploitation. The army extremists
propose to launch the war immediately, while
the “moderates” are seeking for some vague in-
surance against the disaster and revolution
which such a war is bound to bring in its wake.
Despite these differences, war preparations are
proceeding at an accelerated pace and the out-
break of war is approaching rapidly. The Ger-
man-Japanese alliance, despite some opposition,
is another step in this direction. The acute
economic difficulties signalize a grave economic
crisis which will sharpen and produce new
political crises. The growing restrictions on
democratic rights hamper the expression of the
growing mass discontent. The people of Japan,
however, are developing a mature political con-
sciousness in the course of the turbulent polit-
ical struggles among the rulers. Promise of
prosperity from war and conquest leaves the
masses cold when they see on every side the
terrific cost in rising taxes, the soaring cost
of living, the reductions in earnings, and the
relentless strangling of their dwindling demo-
cratic rights. '
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Wanted in Wales

A conversation in a stalled elevator
doesn’t always turn upon the weather

UR car got stuck somewhere between
- the tenth and eleventh floors, and, no

matter what the operator did, it would
not budge. He hollered down the shaft, and
they hollered back. Then he turned to me
and said, “The motor’s dead. Settle down to
a good hour’s wait.”

He was a. comparatively new man and I
thought perhaps he had something to do with
the stoppage. I asked if this had ever hap-
pened to him before, and he answered by say-
ing he had been an operator for nine years.

All the operators I had ever known took
their first job as a stop-gap, but either they
couldn’t find another job or they didn’t get a
chance to look for one. Why going up and
down in an elevator should break a man’s
spirit I will not undertake to explain. Some-
body’s spirit being broken is a pretty shoddy
expression anyway, but if it has any meaning
at all, it certainly applies to a great majority
of elevator operators.

It surprised me to hear that this little ban-
tam had put in nine years, because all the
times I’d gone up with him he exhibited no
symptoms of anything like a broken spirit.
During lunch hours he smoked cigarettes in
front of the building and flicked the stubs
halfway across the gutter with rather a satur-
nine aggressiveness. And I had not ever heard
him violate the awful solitude of his car by a
desperate little remark about the weather.
Now he rested his elbows on the railing and
studied me frankly. I was going to make use
of the hour’s wait, and asked him about wages
and conditions. Sixty dollars a month, twelve
hours a day, he said, but he seemed to think
it 'was none of my business. He retaliated by
asking what my line was and how much I
earned. When 1 told him, he said, “I used to
know a writer. Ever hear of Patrick Mc-
Gill?”

“Yes. You Irish?”

“No, I'm Welsh; but I served with him in
the London Irish Rifles. He made our com-
pany famous. Before the Marne, he wrote
home to the London Daily Mail to send us a
couple of soccer balls so we could relax, and
they sent half a dozen. The last time we
played with one was about an hour before we
were moved up, and a kid called Alfred Shires
tied it to his knapsack without letting the air
out. We had to go over that day and do it
through our own gas. These old-fashioned
masks they give us, half the time we didn’t even
know if we were going in the right direction.
There was no hand-to-hand fighting, because
the Germans left their front line trench, and
by the time this gas cleared up, somebody

By Edward Newhouse

found Al Shires’s pumped-up ball, but Al'd
been blown to pieces. That’s where McGill
came in.

“TI never knew how that ball got there.
Maybe the force of the explosion, maybe some-
one had really booted it in the fog. So Pat
McGill went and wrote an article that said
every time Company 107 of the London Irish
Rifles went over the top its men would dribble
a soccer ball right flush up to the German
trenches, that’s the kind of hell-cats they were.
I'll lay money there wasn’t a paper in the
country didn’t mention that. This McGill
went on to write more books than I ever read,
but I lost sight of him after a year. He wasn’t
with us in Egypt, I know. Can I have a sheet
of your paper?”’

I gave him the classified ads section. He
spread it on the floor and sat down Arab
fashion.

“You wouldn’t think a guy like me has been
to all those places?” he said.

“Why not?”

“I been to all those places and then some,”
the Welshman said. “I been to Bombay, Cal-
cutta, and Shanghai. I deserted in Calcutta
and went to Shanghai on a Malayan tramp.
They had no right to keep us away from home
after signing an armistice. I got a cousin in
Shanghai who owns an importing business. I
suppose you wonder why a guy that’s got a
rich cousin in Shanghai should be running an
elevator on Seventh Avenue. I suppose you
think I been slinging the old b.s. all this time.”

“NO.” )

“If T was to tell half these things to the
young snots on this crew, they’d be calling me
Shanghai Jim and winking behind my back.
Toake it from me, I had a reason for going to
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Shanghai. Wales would have been no spot for
a deserter. In Shanghai my cousin answered
all the questions. That’s where I should have
stayed in the first place. I don’t know why
I came to this country except maybe I'm a
sucker for blondes and there wasn’'t a single
unmarried blonde in the city of Shanghai. The
first blonde I saw in San Diego, I asked her
to marry me. That one had enough sense not
to, but the second one took a chance. She
isn’t blonde any more, but I'm still married
to her. You don’t think I'd have been operat-
ing elevators all this time if I didn’t have to?
Though this wasn’t such a bad racket when I
started. I had about six hundred dollars saved
when I went to work at Tudor City, but I
wasn’t on the job more than a week before all
these high pressure salesmen come around,
says you better buy Tudor City stock, or else.
Those stocks are worth their weight in ciga-
rette ashes now. That was one of the few
jobs I ever walked out on. Last Christmas I
almost walked out on this one. You know
who owns this building? Did you ever hear
of Walter J. Matthews?”

“NO.”

“He’s a millionaire twenty times over.
Week before Christmas, his wife comes around
here, smiling. She says, boys, wait'll you see
the nice presents I got for you. So, finally,
what do you think she give us in the name of
the company? Assorted cheeses, one round box
per man. One slice each of Rocquefort,
Camembert, and the others, all wrapped in
silver paper. You got to remember these peo-
ple are millionaires twenty times over. We
almost quit on them in a body that time. Say,
are you sure you haven’t heard of him?”

“TI might have.” I said. “His name must
have slipped my mind.”

“If you're a writer, you ought to have
heard of him by now. You've heard of
Charles Dickens, though?”’

“Oh, yes.”

“You’ve heard of a book he wrote, called
‘Old Curiosity Shop’?”

“Oh, yes.”

“Well, 1 was born across the street from
the shop where he got his idea for that book,”
the operator said. He waited for me to say
something.

“Yeah?” I said. “That’s interesting.”

“T’ll say it’s interesting, I intend to visit
that street before I kick the bucket, family or
no family, deserter or no deserter, rain or
shine.”

“Just on account of Dickens?”

“Dickens hasn’t got a thing to do with it,”
he said. “I was born there, I tell you.”
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An Interview with André Malraux |

A famous French writer now visiting America makes
some interesting predictions on France and Spain

E met him the day after his arrival

last week—a moist, snowy afternoon

—in a New York hotel room. André
Malraux, thirty-five years old, late chief of an
air squadron of the Spanish government, au-
thor of four novels remarkable for their free,
imaginative treatment of social themes—at
least two of them, Man’s Fate and Days of
Wrath, have circled the world. Five days
after the start of the Franco rebellion, Mal-
raux was in Spain fighting on the side of
Spanish democracy; and there he remained
until early in February. In his capacity as
man of letters, he helped to organize the
notoriously individualistic writers of Spain
into an effective anti-fascist body. As chief of
the air squadron which bears his name, he
participated in more than sixty engagements,
chiefly around Madrid. On December 27, he
was badly cut up in an accident to his plane.
Recovered from his injuries, he came away on
leave. He is now on a brief visit to this coun-
try, and will speak at meetings for Spanish
democracy in several cities.

There was a minute of constraint as our
interpreter and Edwin Rolfe and I filed into
Malraux’s room, for nobody knew in what
language to begin. Spreading on a low table

By F. W. Dupee

the copies of NEw Masses which we had
brought, Malraux leaned on his hands and
looked briefly at the covers. There were
energy and swiftness in the movements of his
rather slight body. He had thin fingers, dark
skin, blue eyes. His black hair, long and thick,
sat on his head like a skull-cap. He looked up
with a quick smile, and we all sat down, feel-
ing pretty much at home. Intensity was his
quality—an intensity that burned with the
fine, even fire of a tungsten filament. He was
sensitive, we felt, but neither embarrassed nor
ingrown. It was a sensitiveness of the depths,
not of the surface. He was quite willing, even
eager, to talk. He may have suppressed an
opinion here and there, when he felt it to be

unimportant; but he kept back nothing of -

himself. And not only did he seem to appre-
ciate thoroughly the value of his experiences,
but he took an obvious pleasure in the words
he used to describe them. His English was
badly accented, but intelligent and resourceful.
He spoke it without much assurance, but
seemed to understand it readily enough. Sev-
eral times he corrected the interpreter. A high
regard for precision was evident in all his
actions; not only in the rapid, controlled mo-
tions of his hands as he illustrated the points

he was making in words, but also in the care-
ful but swift fashion in which he formulated
his replies. And so, in French and English,
with many interruptions, questions, counter-
questions, asides, and digressions, the conversa-
tion got under way.

QuEesTION: Are you working on another
book at present?

ANSWER: Yes, about Spain. It will have
the intimacy and philosophic quality of Man’s
Fate.

Q.: We have wondered what the effect
would be on our literature of a people’s front
in America. What would you say had been
the effect of the French people’s front on the
literature of your country?

A.: It is impossible to say. The French
people’s front is hardly a year old. We cannot
judge yet of its effects on literature.

Q.: You know André Gide's Return From
the U.S.8.R., and that it is being used by the
enemies of the Soviet Union. What is your
opinion of the book and what is Gide’s posi-
tion now ?

A.: The opinions Gide expressed in that
work were not final ones. I know that he is
rapidly preparing another book on the same
subject. The title of it will be, I understand,

Defenders
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Retouches, which suggests that he has in mind
a revision of his views. But I cannot say. We
must wait until it is published.

Q.: We liked especially the passage in Days
of Wrath that described the sensations of the
hero, Kassner, during a dangerous airplane
flight. Will you tell us how it feels to con-
front Nazi and Italian airmen in actual
combat?

A. (after first refusing the question alto-
gether) : Well—heroes belong in books; and
I would not care to speak of myself as if I
were the hero of one of my own books. But
I will tell you what I have gathered from
other members of the squadron as to their
sensations during the war. At the start of the
war we were all happy to be in action, happy
at the chance for a crack at Franco. The
squadron was quickly organized on a basis of
revolutionary discipline; I mean that the offi-
cers first were elected, then were obeyed. At
that time our equipment was still very poor.
We flew old transport planes hastily armed
with machine guns. But in spite of this, we
beat off Franco’s planes without much trouble
and had a number of fairly easy victories.
The war at that stage was still largely an
abstraction for us. After a few reversals, we
had a better idea of what we were up against.
“Here’s war,” we said to ourselves; ‘“this is
what it really means to fight fascism.” And

*

presently this stiff, conscientious determination
of ours was to change into something else.
Several members of our squadron were
brought down behind the enemy’s lines; and
we who returned safely to our base had no
way of knowing what had happened to them.
We soon found out. A stretch of enemy terri-
tory fell into our hands. We discovered the
bodies of some of our late comrades. They
had been mutilated and many of them had
been tortured alive. (The Spanish minister of
war has photographs proving this.) One day,
two men of our squadron were in the air,
when suddenly their plane was damaged. One
of them bailed out in the only parachute they
had; and the other stayed with the plane,
hoping to bring it down safely within our
own lines. He did. A few days later an
enemy plane appeared suddenly over our base.
While we were getting ready to go up after
it, something was dropped from the air in a
parachute. While we hesitated, down it came,
settling slowly in a field near by. There, cut
to pieces and wrapped in a bag (and attached
to his own parachute!) was the body of the
comrade who had bailed out a few days before.
Such incidents made a further change in our
feelings.

We no longer felt merely determined : what
we now felt was rage, fury. These were our
emotions in the third period of the war, and

*

The Tomb

(For those who fell defending Spain)

After the last gun has split sky with echo of crumbling earth;
after the bones have whitened ; after the fresh blood, thickened,
has dried with the dust; after the headless, unlimbed,

the lanced and lashed have been laid smooth in their rows,

as smooth as the grass which will soon spread their cover;
long after, after their sons have grown, and their sons’ sons,

the tomb will stand. . . .

When the full harvest gathers from many throats a song rising

over threshed wheat, over bushels stacked and bales packed high,
beyond heavy purple vines; when their hands have made of molten ore
surer, stronger hands, steel-flexed, to hug the breadth

of their land with parallel rails, bringing warmth from the looms,
strength from wheels directed, dynamos controlled;

when the sons of that new Spain of peace and plenty

Arthur Gets

break sunlight with laughter, lie
close in a night that is

everywhere soft, still,
pause in a moment torn

from another day: this day, remem-
bering the tomb: this tomb,

which you have blasted with bomb-
shattered lungs,

scooped with jagged joints, mortared
with spliced flesh,

and sealed forever in a sure faith
hurled with every last agonized

cry:
the tomb of fascism.
PEn1A TAvYLOR.

they will
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I do not suppose they have changed very much
since.

Q.: What do you know of the Interna-
tional Brigade, and has it been as effective in
the war as we hear?

A.: The brigade has been very effective,
and it is an interesting organization. It is
made up of Italians, Germans, Frenchmen,
Englishmen, etc.; of very young men on the
one hand, and of men around forty on the
other. The Germans and Italians, having
known fascism at home, are frankly revolu-
tionary. The other nationalities are inspired
by general anti-fascist motives. Realizing that
fascism does not respect national boundaries,
they want to stamp it out wherever it appears.
The older men in the brigade, the men around
forty, are veterans of the Great War. They
are in Spain because of the hatred of war and
its causes which they learned in the years
1914-1918. The young men are drawn from
the ranks of the great anti-fascist youth of
Europe and the world.

Q.: There is a great deal of interest in this
country in the French people’s front. What
do you think the Blum government will at-
tempt next in the way of reforms? What will
be its program, and will it move towards the
left or the right?

A.: I can tell you this much, and I think
it is very significant. At present there is a
powerful movement directed towards the for-
mation of a single unified workers’ party for
France, made up of the Communist and So-
cialist parties and other genuinely progressive
forces. I think that this organic unity will be
achieved and in action within three months.

Q.: What is your opinion of the present
state of the Spanish war, and how do you
think it is likely to develop?

A.: The war is just now at a very critical
stage. It is impossible to say with any assur-
ance how it will turn out. But I want to say
this: the workers of America should remem-
ber the American Revolution and Valley
Forge. In that struggle, the armies of progress
were hard pressed at first. But they won in
the end. Remember also your own Civil War.
There the armies of the reactionary South
came close to winning in the early days of the
war, but in the end they lost. Remember also
the Siberian phase of the Civil War in Russia.
There, too, the armies of the people were
close to defeat in the early days. Wrangel,
commander of the White forces, made a two-
faced deal, promising the peasants land, on
the one hand, and on the other pledging to
the big landowners the integrity of their
estates. In this way, he kept the support of
the peasantry for a few months. But when
harvest time came, the contradictions in his
promises became apparent. The peasants did
not get their land, and they deserted him. In
Spain there is a similar situation. Franco has
also tried to reconcile with false promises the
demands of the peasants and the demands of
the landowners. At harvest time (July-
August) he will probably seize the crop and
give the peasants no land in return. Thus
the peasants will discover that their real in-
terests lie with the Spanish proletariat.
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Freedom Sprouts in Arkansas

The recent defeat of a sedition bill that menaced
Commonwealth College signalizes a new militancy

WICE within three months that arch

foe of civil liberty, King Cotton, has
: been on the receiving end of an upper-
cut from progressive America and aroused
workers and farmers of Arkansas.

Just now these determined liberty defenders
have again wrenched the crushing yoke of
plantation slavery by smashing a vicious anti-
sedition bill. Last December they soaked a city
marshal $3,500 on seven counts of outright
peonage in the cotton kingdom of eastern Ar-
kansas.

Intense nation-wide protest and Arkansas
vigilance (the anti-Reaction kind) have just
caused the legislature at Little Rock to kill a
measure which provided five-year imprison-
ment for teaching workers and farmers how to
better themselves. It was buried securely in
the House of Representatives by a forty-six to
nineteen vote.

While purporting to ban the study of com-
munism and the “alleged teaching of illegal
cohabitation,” the bill was openly sponsored by
twenty-two-year-old Representative Herman
Horton (yes, he’s from Craighead, a cotton
county) as a second drive to close Common-
wealth College.

Had ‘“Baby Solon” Horton’s planter-in-
spired bill become law, however, it would
have been used not only to padlock the col-
lege. Workers’ and farmers’ education would
have been eclipsed throughout Arkansas by the
pall of political and economic illiteracy under
which King Cotton rules. And that would
have signaled for a new state-wide onslaught
of vigilanteism against all militant organiza-
tions, especially the powerful Southern Tenant
Farmers’ Union.

Instead : Progressive unionism among Ar-
kansas’s impoverished farmers and hungry
workers has come through another battle with
stronger sinews. Indispensable training in or-
ganization for those who till and toil has been
defended and advanced at the same time.
Commonwealth College is plowing deeper and
wider into its field, showing tenant farmers,
sharecroppers, and wage-earners of the South
ways of improving their lowest of all Amer-
ican standards.

And, not least, entrenched Reaction—King
Cotton’s rope-and-gun control—may be routed
earlier than previously expected. Down on the
plantations and up in the mountains of Arkan-
sas, folks have learned something from Flint,
the maritime strike, and Madrid.

In January 1935, Representative S. A.°

Gooch of Wynne, also a cotton county,
pushed a similar sedition measure as far as the
state senate. Failing there, he instigated a

By Arthur McEwen

phony “legislative inquiry” of badgered wit-
nesses against Commonwealth, because stu-
dents and teachers from the college actively
aided organization of sharecroppers in his
plantation domain. This time he threw in
with Horton.

The college has received scores of interested
inquiries from prospective students ever since
Liberty magazine in December smeared its
lying pages with Hearstian dung about “nud-
ity, co-ed dormitories, and communism,” im-
agined to prevail
on the campus.
Preparations are
now being rushed
for an anticipated
influx of new
students when the
spring quarter
opens March 29.

Congresswoman
Carcline O’Day,
like countless
other vigorous
protesters against
the attempted sup-
pression of academic freedom, saw the widest
danger in it. She warned that the bill might
even hit her personally for belonging to the
Women’s International League for Peace and
Freedom, since that body has recently been
branded as “Red” too.

Francis J. Gorman, president of the United
Textile Workers and a member of Common-
wealth’s advisory board; Oscar Ameringer,
publisher of the American Guardian and also
on this board, and the recent New York City
mass conference of the American League
Against War and Fascism—these typify the
diverse progressive forces stirred into action
for defeat of the anti-sedition legislation and
for defense of Commonwealth College.

Telling support in this fight to keep Ar-
kansas from seceding again beyond the pale of
American democratic tradition was given
splendidly by the labor press, several key cap-
italist organs, and all important state news-
papers. i

Possibly most decisive were hundreds of in-
dividual wires and letters that inundated the
capitol. Speaker E. L. McHaney of the

Gordon

House, who finally came out against the bill,

stated he gave up answering correspondence
after the first fifty communications poured in.

But of perhaps equal strength were resolu-
tions from dozens of union locals in varied
sections of the country. Arkansas labor
bodies, also, recognized and helped repel an
imminent danger to their existence.

Declared readiness of the LaFollette sena-
torial committee on civil liberties to intervene
upon the first overt violation of constitutional
rights was a substantial factor in discourag-
ing planters from playing their hand further.

Why such an effective array of progressive
forces could be rallied is explained by condi-
tions that yet remain:

Civil liberty is still at a low ebb in Arkan-
sas. ‘The tide is only beginning to turn, with
repeal of the infamous anti-evolution law now
before the legislature. Peonage continues with-
out further prosecutions. Organizers’ lives in
some parts of eastern Arkansas are not worth
a tin dime. The whips that flogged Willie Sue
Blagden are still in circulation. “Enticement”’
—i.e., any manner of inducing workers or
renters to leave their jobs or homes for strik-
ing or other purposes—remains today a serious
crime. Polk County, because it is far from
cotton areas, has for over thirty years been
“lily-white,” challenging any Negro - found
within its boundaries after nightfall.

In all this, the average Arkansan has clear-
ly shown himself friendly toward labor organ-
ization and workers’ education, or at least
passively neutral. And no less than average
residents of the forty-seven other states does
he cherish the basic rights of learning and or-
ganizing.

But—mark this—isolated mountain and
plantation life with its difficult contact has
kept Arkansas labor considerably behind the
rest of the movement. In only two or three
cities and a few counties have unions secured
a firm foothold. The heroic, terror-ridden
Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union as well as
the Farmers’ Union are beset with well-known
handicaps.

The present gain for freedom is made in a
state where a one-party power and a poll tax
offer unique obstacles to establishing a far-
mer-labor party or its equivalent. This bat-
tle brought victory to the people of Arkansas
and Commonwealth College around the slo-
gan: “Let no one string barbed wire around
our schools!”

Last year, when the state celebrated its ad-
mission to the union in 1836, organized work-
ers and farmers rallied effectively to “Cele-
brate Arkansas’s centennial by ending peon-
age!” and got City Marshal Paul Peacher
convicted on slavery charges. Yet there re-
mains a long rocky stretch before attaining
even the degree of economic liberation that
obtains in northern industrial states.

Arkansas’s political emancipation, which
hinges upon achieving such an economic ad-
vance, is a good piece farther along the road.
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“Neutrality’ Before Congress

HE neutrality issue is again before Congress and the

I people. The existing legislation expires on May 1, and

three bills vie to replace it. The neutrality bill eventu-
ally passed is of special importance because, unlike the exist-
ing act, it will represent a permanent, nota temporary, policy.
This permanent legislation will operate in a period which
starts with an existing war in Spain, a free-for-all naval race,
a political crisis in Japan, acceleration of the anti-imperialist
front' in China, and renewed struggle for independence
against Italian fascism in Ethiopia.

Whatever differences exist among the three bills under con-
sideration, there is nothing to choose in point of principle.
The McReynolds, Pittman, and Nye measures all commit the
United States to a policy of thorough-going isolationism.
They do not permit distinctions between right and wrong,
weak and strong, peaceful and warmaking, nations. On the
other hand, the differences between the bills should not be
neglected. The Pittman bill would simply make permanent
the temporary legislation passed during the Italo-Ethiopian
conflict, which gave discretionary power to the President in
barring war materials to all belligerents, aggressor and victim
alike. The Nye bill gives no discretionary power to the
President, but lays an embargo on arms and munitions to
belhgerent Powers, at the same time permitting free trade in
everything else on condition that the belligerents pay in
advance and the shipment is made in foreign bottoms. The
McReynolds bill goes beyond both of these bills in its vicious-
ness. In addition to including civil wars as well as wars be-
tween nations within its scope, a last-minute rider makes it
unlawful “to solicit or receive any contribution” in the United
States for all belligerent Powers and opponents in civil
wars. Representative McReynolds made no bones about the
fact that the rider was aimed specifically at republican Spain.

What has happened is that every succeeding bit of neutral-
ity has been worse than the preceding in response to a chang-
ing situation. The original act was passed during the Italo-
Ethiopian conflict; in practice, only Ethiopia suffered because
Italy was self-sufficient in arms. When the Spanish fascists
took up arms against the republic, the original act was sud-
denly found “inadequate’ because it did not include civil wars.
A special resolution was rushed through on the second day
of the present Congress barring arms to Spain; again the
reactionary aggressors benefited, because Hitler and Mus-
solini were bountiful in their help to Franco, while the demo-
cratic lands hedged, delayed, and refused to sell supplies to
democratic Spain. Even this measure is now considered
“inadequate.” The McReynolds bill would forbid the collec-

tion of money, food, and clothing for Spanish democracy.
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Wire your Congressman to expose and vote against the
whole fraud. The McReynolds bill is the worst and should
get the heaviest fire. When you think of neutrality, think
of what it would do to Spanish democracy, and you can’t go
wrong if you want democracy to win.

The Redwood Murder
THE cold-blooded murder of R. Norman Redwood,

“sandhog” union leader, has again brought into promi-

nence the menace of employer-and-gangster control in
unions and the parallel necessity for the strengthening of
rank-and-file activity and dominance in all labor organiza-
tions. Because of the tremendous progressive impetus of
labor today, the Redwood murder assumes a significance far
beyond the size of his small union (Local 102 of the Com-
pressed Air Tunnel & Subway Workers) or the locality in
which he worked. All signs thus far point to Sam Rosoff,
multi-millionaire subway builder, as the man at least morally
and perhaps more directly responsible for the killing. There
is similar data on hand to prove that the so-called “jurisdic-
tional dispute” between two locals (Redwood’s 102 and
Local 45) was actually the work of one Joseph S. Fay, friend
of Jersey City’s strike-breaking Mayor Hague. Fay, who is
metropolitan business agent of still another local (125 of the
Operating Engineers), had acquired a stranglehold on Local
45, to which Redwood, calling Local 102 on strike, would
not submit. In addition, there are the signed afhidavits of two
officers of Local 102—business agent James Lynch and sec-
retary Austin Muldoon—to the effect that they heard Sam
Rosoff threaten to kill Redwood just three days before the
actual murder occurred. Those who actually committed the
murder are still at large, but it is important to bear in mind
that among the main beneficiaries of Redwood’s death were
Rosoff and his fellow open-shoppers.

Almost without exception, the metropolitan press has
strongly implied that Redwood’s death was the work of other
union members, motivated by disagreements arising solely out
of the aforementioned “jurisdictional dispute.” The papers
have thus tried to pin responsibility for the killing on labor
itself. Not a shred of evidence exists to support this view.
Moreover, the very fact that these veiled attacks on other
unionists are made, reveals both the source and the purpose
of the charges: (1) the open-shop employers want to cover
up all traces of their part in the affair and, (2) by placing
the blame on union members, they intend thereby to discredit
labor organization generally at a time when it is assuming
unprecedented national importance.

In the face of these attacks (and in the face of everything
that New York’s Tammany gang and Jersey City’s Hague
mob will do to hush thé®present investigation), labor has one
unvanquishable defense weapon: militant rank-and-file con-
trol of its own industrial organizations. It is the kind of con-
trol that will not permit A. F. of L. class-collaborationist
policies to seep so far into union leadership that corrupt top
men may play ball with employers against the interests of the
union membership. Such rank-and-file control would auto-
matically rid unions of racketeers like Joseph Fay, Kaplan,
and their kind. It would destroy, by ever-alert vigilance, all
possible links to employers, corrupt political groups, and un-
derworld gangsters. Finally, it would force the reactionary
press to drop the hot-chestnut explanation of “jurisdictional
dispute,” and focus criminal investigation where it rightfully
belongs—upon the open-shop employers and their gunmen.
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More on that “Hotel Bristol” businesS—Robert Briffault answers Henry Hart—Flood-control sabotage

® Reference has been made by Morris U. Schappes
in your Readers’ Forum of March 2 to the refuta-
tions published by Norwegian and Danish papers of
the denials made by Leon Trotsky apropos the meet-
ing between the defendant Holtzmann and Sedov
Trotsky in the “Hotel Bristol” and Piatakov’s trip
to Copenhagen from Berlin by airplane.

It appears that Trotsky’s defenders, in recent let-
ters to both the Nation and New Republic, are most
reluctant to part with these two “factual” grounds
for their whole campaign to discredit volumes of tes-
timony. More detailed information about both epi-
sodes has just come to my attention, and it might
be well to communicate more facts about the Bristol
episode and the “Piatakov” airplane to your readers.

The February 11 issue of the Rundschau reprints
portions of an introduction by Martin Nielsen, editor
of the Copenhagen Arbeiderbladet, to the Norwegian
edition of D. N. Pritt’s well-known pamphlet, A2 the
Moscow Trial. A plan of the Café Bristol and the
Grand Hotel Kobenhavn is part of the article, and
I have enclosed it [see accompanying figure.—The
Editors]. Nielsen writes about the Bristol:

“Nobody wants to deny that the old Hotel Bristol
on the Rathausplatz was torn down in 1917 and
not rebuilt again, but on the well-known corner of
Reventlowsgade and Vesterbrogade [streets] is the
well-known restaurant ‘Alte Bretterhutte,’ with an
entrance on the corner of Reventlowsgade and Vest-
erbrogade. Next door, Vesterbrogade No. 9, is a
newspaper stand of a certain international character
where nationalist, white-guard, and Trotskyist
newspapers from all over are sold. The entrance
next to it, a little further down towards Colbjorn-
sensgade, Vesterbrogade No. 9A, leads into a café
across the front of which, in glaring neon lights,
appears: ‘Konditori Bristol.’

“Café Bristol is a café of a certain international
character similar to cafés in the main streets of
Berlin and Vienna, which primarily cater to foreign-
ers, tourists, and casual passers-by.

“Café Bristol was opened in 1924, but at that time
was located in the space at present occupied by
part of the foyer of the Grand Hotel Kobenhavn
and partly by the newsstand mentioned before.
The situation was such that one had to cross the
café in order to reach the elevators in the back
which led to the roof terrace of the hotel. Only
after the modernization of the Grand Hotel Koben-
havn was the Café Bristol moved further towards
Colbjornsensgade with its own entrance on Vester-
brogade 9A.

“It has been established that this centrally-located
Viennese café was for years the meeting place of
Danish Trotskyists as well as for Trotskyists who
came from abroad.

“It is not difficult to deduce from these facts that
a foreigner would naturally identify the interna-
tionally known name of the Café Bristol with the
name of the hotel, and there is no doubt thag the
Trotskyists met in the lobby of the Grand Hotel
Kobenhavn, as the accused Holtzmann testified:

“‘I agreed with Sedov that I would travel to
see him in Copenhagen two or three days later and
register at the Bristol Hotel, and that we would
meet there. From the railway station, I went directly
to the hotel and met Sedov in the foyer.””

A glance at the plan of the hotel and café will
show that they are linked by a door, and that the
lobby immediately adjoins the café. The neon sign
“Konditori Bristol” under such circumstances could
easily have been associated with the hotel.

It is upon this single, easily understood discrep-
ancy in the testimony of a foreigner to Norway,
the accused Holtzmann, that the defenders of Trotsky
seem ready to stake all.

As for the Piatakov airplane, Mr. Schappes re-
ferred to the confirmation of Piatakov’s arrival by
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The above diagram shows the plan of the
Café Bristol and the Grand Hotel in Copen-
hagen. A radio photograph of the exterior of
the hotel and café appears in the March
issue of “Sowtiet Russia Today,” published
by the Friends of the Soviet Union. The pho-
tograph shows that the neon sign, “Konditort
Bristol,” extends over the entrance and win-
dows of the café. A hanging sign, “Hotel,”
projects over the enmtrance to the hotel.

ENTRANCE

plane in Norway in the Tidans Tegu of Jan. 27.
A Copenhagen paper, the Dagens Nyheter, gives
some further information as to the hut in which
Trotsky and Piatakov met. That paper published
a picture of the hut, located in the great forest
between Oslo and Honefoss, Trotsky’s residence,
and owned by Trotsky’s host, Knudsen. Discussing
the trip made by Trotsky and his secretary to this
hut, the paper states:

“The otherwise completely unmotivated visit of
Trotsky to this hut deep in the wilderness at a
time when he was evidently ailing is surrounded by
an inexplicable secrecy. Why did he and his secre-
tary make this long and difficult trip into the forest
during the winter only to return into his comfort-
able home in Honefoss twenty-four hours later?
There is no other sensible explanation to this ques-
tion than that he had to carry out some business
which had to be hidden from the public. . . . There
could hardly have been a better place for a secret
conference than this little hut deep in the forest.”

It would seem unlikely that an innocent man,
charged with crimes of such magnitude as those
presented at the trials, would rest his whole case
on one, two, or three points to the exclusion of hun-
dreds of pages of testimony over a period of about
ten full days by thirty-three different persons. It
is altogether likely that a guilty man would search
through this great volume of testimony for a num-
ber of discrepancies, explicable in any event by the
passage of time, and rest everything on these points.

But, in view of the above, even those matters chosen
by Trotsky as his “last stand” are easily explained.
His liberal defenders ought to get wise to them-~
selves. ANDOR BRAUN.

From Robert Briffault

® Far from being, as Mr. Hart supposes, the out-
come of “haste, the tendency to incomplete thought,”
the transparently ostensible contradictions with which
he charges me in your issue of January 12 [Readers’
Forum] is the mature result of a twenty-five years’

thrashing out of a somewhat complex problem. If
Mr. Hart doubts my word, as he appears ready to
do, let him turn up the section on “The Necessity of
Intellectual Preparation” in my Making of Hu-
manity, p. 283. I am proud to be able to say that
my views have become considerably modified since
1 wrote the chapter, but my conclusion stands. I
have come more and more to minimize the part of
idealistic determinism. I am indeed now prepared to
go so far (I don’t know whether Mr. Hart is) as to
contemplate with equanimity, and with the blood-
thirstiness with which I am sometimes credited, the
shooting of every intellectual, including Mr. Hart
and myself. Nevertheless, I still maintain, as I did
in 1919 and long before, that intellectuals have their
use at a given phase of the historical process of
material determination. In that opinion I am in the
company of Marx and Lenin. Marx wrote books.
The elucidator of economic determinism was there-
fore a believer in idealistic determinism. Lenin consist-
ently minimized his own part in intellectual leader-
ship, yet he admitted that he did have a part to
perform, namely, to give articulate expression to the
economically determined will of the masses. My esti-
mate of the intellectual’s function as an idealistic
determinant is identical with that of Marx and
Lenin. In one of his most brilliant elucidations of
the economically determined will of the masses,
Lenin was guilty of the same sort of contradiction
as that which I am charged with by Mr. Hart. He
said: “Support this state, this beastly political
bureaucracy; it is needed now. . . . then smash the
state.” The idealistically determining intellectual is
necessary to formulate the will of the masses, to
purge it of obfuscating injected opiates and poisons,
to make the masses “class conscious.” When that has
been done, his task is accomplished. Then shoot the
intellectual. He is apt to be a dangerous worm.

I have never even hinted at a claim to be the
enouncer of the economic and social determination of
mind. I have, somewhat shyly, excused myself for
hammering ceaselessly at the fact because I found
the tiresome repetition was still needed even after
my exhaustive examination of it in The Motkers.

ROBERT BRIFFAULT.

Sabotaging Flood Control

® It is not likely that many of your readers, after
reading Mr. Rolfe’s excellent article [“Who Is the
‘God of Floods’'?”<—issue of Feb. 9], sat down and
sent their congressmen a vote of thanks for the flood-
control legislation passed at the last session. But
the full story is even more foul.

The Democratic machine has taken great pains to

‘keep the story a secret, and the Republicans have,

for obvious reasons, kept quiet.

After the record-breaking floods last Spring, both
Democratic and Republican congressmen rushed to
the radio and promised flood-control legislation. The
Omnibus Act, cited by Mr. Rolfe, was passed—it
“authorized” $320,000,000 of federal money, for flood-
control projects. In addition, the Mississippi River
Act was also passed—it “authorized” $272,000,000
for other projects.

But—here is the secret—not one penny awas appro-
priated for carrying out either of these flood-control
measures. The whole thing was an empty gesture
to fool the people. A play on words—authorizations
instead of appropriations! Thus do the politicians
amuse themselves while flood victims are drowned
or left homeless.

Nowhere, either in the radical or conservative
press, has this “double-cross” by Congress been made
public. The only place that it apeared was in Facts
for Farmers, August number, 1936. I have checked
the account and found it to be correct. It is high
time that the secret should be made known.

A. ROGER PAXTON.
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Jackson’s Marxian “Dialectics”—Stanislavski tells how—aA poem about Aircraftsman Shaw

ist until the Communist International

was formed, when he became a char-
ter member of the British Communist Party.
He has served on that party’s central com-
mittee, and has spent his life in working-
class struggles and especially in workers’
education. He speaks with the ease and author-
ity that come only from much study and long
experience,

Dialectics * is not a technical philosophical
study of dialectical materialism. Such a study
is, indeed, all the more necessary now that
Jackson has analyzed the whole of Marxism,
and so efiectively portrayed the dialectical in-
ter-relationship of all its aspects. There are
many and important questions of philosophy, of
logic and the theory of knowledge, that Jack-
son had neither the time, nor, possibly, the
equipment to handle. But any book on the
subject which fails to take into account the
whole Marxist synthesis as Jackson has de-
veloped it is doomed to be academic and
nugatory. In other words, just as Marxist
economics can and must be developed as a spe-
cial subject, so must its philosophy; but woe
unto those who seek such development in iso-
lation from Marxism as a whole.

We are often told that Marxism is an
integration of utopian socialism, British
political economy, French materialism, and
Hegelian dialectics. Jackson does not merely
tell us this; his whole book is a vivid and con-
crete exemplification of it. The method of the
book as well as its contents justifies its title.
There is nothing finished about it. Jackson’s
method enables him to present Marxism as the
natural development of modern thought, the
counterpart of the dialectical movement of
capitalist society, and at the same time as an in-
strument for the overthrow of that society. In
this sense, the book has no end as it has no
beginning. If Strachey’s excellence consists in
his ability to apply a Marxist analysis to given
contemporary situations, then Jackson’s lies in
his presentation of the Marxist method itself.

Dialectics is the “other side” of Mehring’s
life of Marx. Jackson does not concern him-
self with the life of Marx but with the life-
history and morphology of the Marxian idea,
as developed through Marx and Engels, Lenin
and Stalin, through the very process of the
capitalist world in its rise and decline. He
makes a remarkable combination of logical and
historical analysis, weaving into one pattern the
development of the ideas in the minds of Marx
and Engels and the whole structure of Marxist
ideology. The book consists of three parts:
(1) a commentary on all of Marx’s major
writings; (2) a theoretical development in
terms of new knowledge and subsequent his-

T. A. JACKSON was a British Social-

* DiaLectics: The Logic of Marxism, and Tts
Critics—An Essay in Exploration, by T. A. Jackson.
International Publishers. $2.50.

tory; and (3) a survey and criticism of the
major critics and distorters.

“Marxism considered as an objective fact is
a social movement.” Thus Jackson begins. But
as a social movement it can be “broken down”
into two inseparable components. The one
is “the theoretical movement for socialism and
communism’; the other, “the spontaneous
practical struggles of the proletariat.” Accord-
ing to Jackson, it was Marx’s and Engels’s
glory to have brought these into a synthetic
unity, which viewed from one side is a social
movement, from the other, an all-comprehen-
sive method and theory. He treats the Com-
munist Manifesto as the pivotal point in the
theoretical development of Marxism. Up to
that point Marx and Engels are formulating
their general presuppositions, sharpening their
weapons. From then on “ ‘the word became
flesh’—the theory and practice of two individu-
als became the developing Theory and Practice
of a world-transforming movement, the revo-
lutionary proletarian movement, against the
Bourgeois Order and for a Communist Order.”
Or, as he puts it in another place, the slogan
“‘Our business is to change the world’
emerged as the objective slogan: ‘¥ orkers of
the world, unite!””

As illustrations of the fertility of Jackson’s
book, we might take two passages concerning
the relations of Marxism to mechanical mate-
rialism. The first has to do with the social
consequences of a lack of dialectics. Jackson
writes :

In fine, on the “mechanical”’ materialist view
society is a structure. It may be well designed or ill,
well built or not so well. It may need expansion
and enlargement or contraction; or it may need
pulling down and rebuilding. One thing it cannot
do, and that is to transform itself in wirtue of its
own inherent motive forces. Hence it followed, for
those who supposed themselves in possession of a
new plan of social organization, that their standpoint
was not that of the concrete society of their day, but
one which “towered above” that society and en-

= Tames Kelly

abled them to penetrate beyond all its delusions to
a more perfect conception. (p. 81.)

There in a few lines is the difference between
Marxism and all other earlier and later utopi-
anism, anarchism, or social reformism. There
we have the leading consequence of the applica-
tion of Hegelian dialectics to society. The sec-
ond passage concerns the transformation Marx
made in materialist philosophy by his broaden-
ing of the concept of matter. It is the failure
to grasp this that lies like a stumbling block
in the path of many today who, while sym-
pathetic to Marxism in practice, are afraid of
dialectical materialism.

Marx’s revolution in Materialist doctrine con-
sisted in nothing less than an immense quantitative
extension of (with its concomitant qualitative change
in) the material Reality from which he explained
men’s ideas, and Thought-activity generally. The
eighteenth-century materialists had taken into ac-
count only the phenomena of external and internal
Nature, and those of personal association.
Marx saw that social relations awere positive material
facts which, dewveloping ‘in accordance with their own
special law, not only operated as determinants in
themselves but radically transformed and retrans-
formed the operative significance of the phenomena
of Naturc and of association. (p. 354.)

This broadened conception of material fact un-
derlies the whole of the Marxist interpretation
of history and avoids the innumerable difficul-
ties its often well-meaning expositors get them-
selves into. What it says, in effect, is that
there is not a material world on one side and
a human, social, thought world on the other,
but that all social relations, ideas objectively
expressed, works of art, etc., etc., are material
facts and can themselves be causal determinants
of further material, social, cultural events. The
materialist conception of history attempts to
discriminate, from among all these material
facts, those which play the more dominant role
in historical movement.

Then there is Jackson’s invective. Fortu-
nate the “expounder” of Marx who doesn’t
come in for a tongue-lashing. He takes them
singly or as a group: with equal equanimity.
The MacDonalds, Macmurrays, Caseys,
Postgates, Coles, not to mention our own
Eastmans and Hooks, come in for a drubbing.
What Jackson objects to is that those who
“set out to ‘simplify’ Marx commonly begin
by reducing him to a simpleton, and those who
offer to ‘explain’ him are as a rule primarily
concerned only to explain him away.” There
are only a few pages, for example, on Sidney
Hook (who will complain that he deserves
more), but they are enough to make Hook at
least seriously suspect to anyone who reads.
Hook’s “leftism” amuses Jackson, just as
G. D. H. Cole’s difficulty in determining
whether Marx’s theory of value has any point
of contact with prices provokes the question as
to whether Cole’s theory has “any point of con-
tact” with Marx. Jackson is not content to dis-
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pose of anyone without a witticism, but before
the witticism, there is always thorough and
sound theoretical analysis.

A reviewer cannot profitably analyze this
work further. Every phase is rich in solid
analysis and in illuminating suggestions. The
relatively few pages on Marx’s Capital are a
masterpiece in themselves, Nowhere has the
use of the dialectical method derived from
Hegel been so convincingly presented as the
sine qua non of Marxian political economy.
The reader actually sees the most difficult con-
cepts of Marxian economics dialectically un-
fold themselves with utter clarity under Jack-
son’s skilled analysis. These pages alone place
the book in the first order of Marxian interpre-
tations. The book has one fault. It needed
an editor’s blue pencil. The first 180 pages or
so are none too well organized and tend to be
repetitious. The same is true of the last 160
pages on critics of the dialectic. The middle
portion is solid. Careful editing would im-
prove future editions, but while a good editor
might improve it, Jackson alone could have
written it. StuART GREENE.

Precepts from a Master

AN Actor PRrEPARES, by Constantin Stanis-
lavski. Theatre Arts, Inc. $2.50.

T is impossible to review this magnificent
statement of the Stanislavski acting meth-
od in the space allotted. This method has been
the most important contribution to the acting
art of our times. One point, however, must
be made in approaching this book to prevent
either a slavish acceptance or a knavish rejec-
tion of the method described.

In Art and Society, Plekhanov shows how
the formality of French tragic acting arose
from the formality of the plays which, in
turn, had their origin in the aristocratic tradi-
tion of French tragedy—a tradition with its
own economic and social relations. If we were
able to do the same thing for the Stanislav-
ski method, showing its relation to the plays
of Chekhov, for example, and the relation of
these plays to late-nineteenth-century czarist
Russia, we would be in a much better position
to judge what part of the method is useful for
American actors and American plays, and
what part of the method would be confusing
to and in violation of the American theater.

There is no doubt that there are great sec-
tions of Stanislavski’s method, notably the em-
phasis on “objectives’” and ‘‘concentration of
attention” which may be and have been found
useful in our theater. There are other sec-
tions, “‘emotion memory”’ for example, which
may be confusing. The only criterion by
which we can judge the helpful from the ham-
pering is by an examination of our own plays
—plays which, on the whole, call for a differ-
ent quality of communication from actor to
audience from those of the Moscow Art Thea-
ter or the Théatre-Francais.

The American theater has great artists but
no method—at least no conscious method.
And where there is no conscious method, we
are apt to get haphazard acting, uneven and
unpredictable actors. It is in the cards that a

Maynard Dixon

“But, Professor, if they're going to burn books,
1 don’t sece why they shouldn’t burn yours.”

method suitable to and growing out of Amer-
ican life, plays, and acting will be forthcom-
ing. Until that time it is an urgent task of
theater workers to study such excellent and
stimulating books as this in order to be better
prepared for their own job.

MicHAEL BLANKFORT.

Lawrence in Verse

LAWRENCE: THE LAST CRUSADE, by Selden
Rodman. The Viking Press. $2.50.

HE attractive and important thing

about Selden Rodman’s ‘‘dramatic-nar-
rative” poem is its theme. As a subject for a
long poem about the modern world, Mr. Rod-
man’s choice of T. E. Lawrence could hardly
be bettered. Lawrence’s life—which in this
poem is divided into three parts: the young
archzologist at Carchemish; Lawrence of
Arabia; and Aircraftsman Shaw—contained
almost all of the elements that have been and
still are the requisites of the two major poetic
forms, epic and tragedy. Swiftness and variety
of action, conflicting and opposing forces,
events of world-wide import, and a command-
ing central figure—these are the elements at
hand, ready to be taken up by the poet and
given perspective, order, and illumination.
The poet’s ability to do this will depend large-
ly on his interpretation of Lawrence, which
in turn will be conditioned if not determined
by his understanding of the events and forces
that shaped Lawrence’s career.

Now, the various interpretations of Law-
rence that are current—that would make
him a modern hero, a man of mystery, a saint,
a prophet, a leader of men, and fascism only
knows what else—are essentially false, since
they disregard or deny the facts about Law-
rence and his epoch, and offer instead one of
a variety of romantic-fatalistic explanations of
his life.

But to consider him in relation to the social
structure of his time is to see his tragedy in a
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truer and more dramatic light. Lawrence was
potentially a figure of heroic stature; and he
was, in the deepest sense of the term, a good
man, one who gave his training and experience
as well as the best years of his life to aid a
downtrodden and exploited people, only to
find that he and the people he had served had
been sacrificed to the ruthless economic im-
perialism of his epoch. This betrayal, which:
led to bitter disillusionment and to his subse-
quent withdrawal from public life, is surely-
the focal point in a career that provides abun--
dant material for a contemporary epic poem..

Lawrence: The Last Crusade, unfortunate--
ly, is not of epic quality. In the first place,.
Mr. Rodman seems not to have made up his:
own mind about Lawrence. He apparently
wants us to see him as a man betrayed by
British and Continental imperialism, yet at
crucial points his interpretation leans too heav-
ily on that bourgeois idealism which was the
source of Lawrence’s own confusion; which
led him to consider his betrayal the result of
some irremediable fault in human nature, al-
though his own experience had shown him
that not human nature, but a particular social
system was responsible. We see this ideal-
ism very much in evidence in the first sec-
tion, ““The Lamp,” as well as in the highly ro-
mantic conclusion of the poem, whose last sec-
tion is significantly entitled ‘““The Wheel.” As
a consequence, Lawrence emerges as a roman-
tic hero rather than a man of epic or tragic
proportions. ‘This is the more regrettable be-
cause Mr. Rodman does have a sense of archi-
tecture and dramatic invention, as is evi-
denced by two scenes wherein Lawrence is
forced to make a decision that constitutes a
definition (in dramatic terms) of his character
and of his relation to past and future events
—I refer to his conference with representa-
tives of the English General Strike and to his
meeting with General Balbo, during which
Balbo tries to persuade Lawrence that he
would make the ideal leader of fascist Eng-
land.

Yet even if one accepts Mr. Rodman’s in-
terpretation of Lawrence, the poem remains
unsatisfactory. Its flaws, which are many,
are almost wholly attributable to hasty and
careless writing. Vague, general words are
used where the context requires concrete ones;
the diction more often than not is undistin-
guished; and the blank verse is flaccid and
full of padding. Moreover, Mr. Rodman’s in-
sensitivity to rhythm and language is such that
he does not hesitate to introduce haphazard
and annoying rhymes from time to time and’
even archaisms like “ere” and “lo” in conver-
sations. The following passage is representa-
tive:

Also he remembers
The dead upon the plain near Jebel Druse
Seen through a window in the wall of night,
Wonderfully beautiful. Even as he watched
While Arabs in the valley yelled for plunder,
Quarrelling, boasting what they could endure,
He wondered how he envied these their quiet
Death, that whether he won or lost, was sure.

In the face of such defects and limitations as
I have mentioned, it may seem anomalous to
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say that Lawrence: The Last Crusade is not
dull reading. That, however, is only another
way of saying that the strength and scope of
the theme have not been entirely engulfed by
Mr. Rodman’s verse. T. C. WiLsoN.

Yes and No

THE INVADERS, by Stuart David Engstrand.
Alfred A. Knopf. $2.50.

/ I \ALENTED as it unquestionably is, only

the first ninety-odd pages of Stuart Eng-
strand’s first novel can with honesty be called
completely successful. These contain a well-
written, well-realized study of three people
confined to a small and unprofitable farm: a
young truck farmer, his widowed mother, and
his neurotic, city-born bride. The antagonisms
inherent in this situation ripen quickly in an
atmosphere of mid-western summer heat, hard
work in the fields, and anxiety over the crop—
an atmosphere which Engstrand paints in as
freshly and easily as though he had never seen
it done before. Meanwhile, the farmers of the
region, exploited by the local cannery, are
learning class-consciousness and the principles
of unionism and strike strategy from an organ-
izer from the city. And for a time it looks as
though Engstrand was to accomplish the al-
most unprecedented feat of integrating a family
drama, motivated in this case by the (Edipus
complex, with a social drama based on the
class struggle. The two themes are brought
together with excellent effect in a scene where
Miriam, the bride, surrounded by a crowd of
neighbor families, who have gathered both to
welcome her to the countryside and to discuss
the Union, feels her alien-ness, resents the at-
tention Fred, her husband, gives to their guests,
and so wanders off and goes swimming by her-
self. Miriam’s peculiar quality of willfulness
is never more convincing than at this moment,
when it is shown to be heavy with possibilities
of tragedy, in both a social and a domestic
sense.

The fine promise of the first stretch of the
book is not to be realized, however. Simple,
easy-going, fairly literal so far, the novel is
presently racked to pieces as the author tries to
twist an elemental poetry and symbolism from
it. It first comes to grief in a storm—the
factitious big storm of the conventional rural
novel—where in a single evening Fred’s mother
is drowned and his wife seduced by the organ-
izer. Isn’t this “coincidence,” and as such
doesn’t it introduce in a rather abrupt fashion
an effect of literariness which is pretty much
at odds with the tone of the preceding section?
And to add to that effect, the mother’s death
inspires Engstrand to a sudden, unprepared
flight into mysticism.

The earth had taken her as it had taken his
father. Too long she had hung with her breasts and
belly and thighs temptingly over the earth, until now
with delicious humor the parent-lover-god had
laughed darkly and drawn her forever to it.

The novel never quite recovers from the big
sterm. On the story level, it continues the nar-
rative of the farmers and their strike against
the cannery. But the story, the mere succession

of happenings, now begins to dominate. The
relation of the characters to the strike and to
one another ceases to be worked but with any
inevitability; and Engstrand no longer makes
his points with his former deliberation. As a
result, the characters become more and more
indistinct—mere agents of an action which
must be carried through to the end; and with
them the plot, too, grows unreal, particularly
when it involves a departure from the simple
reporting of the strike. On the other hand,
there are wildly pathological developments in
connection with Miriam—developments for
which we have not been sufficiently prepared;
and the novel ends with a kind of witches’
dance of horror and death in the millpond

which, to this reviewer, seems more of a grand

romantic finale than a solution. As Miriam,
her face permanently disfigured by a scar, goes
away with the organizer, and her strange,
hunchbacked lover, Jo-Jo, lies drowned in the
pond, one looks back to the natural, believable
beginnings of the story and wonders what has
caused all this havoc.

One can only guess. Perhaps Engstrand,
dissatisfied with the plain reporting. of the
average life and action, wanted to build a kind
of psychological fantasia on the barrens of
modern naturalism. Perhaps, also, he wanted
to discover a personal ideology based on the
revolutionary point of view, an emotional and
imaginative interpretation of the class struggle
which would be his own. If so, he has one’s
entire sympathy; and the better sections of this
first novel suggest that he may eventually suc-
ceed. But he has made the mistake here of
taking over large fragments from certain writ-
ers—D. H. Lawrence and others—whose psy-
chology and ideas were based on assumptions
very different from his own.

F. W. Dupks.

“. .. Indivisible”

REPORT, BRUSSELS PEACE CONGRESS. Secre-
tariat, International Peace Campaign.

EACE is indivisible.

This was the keynote of the World
Peace Congress held in Brussels last Septem-
ber. It sounded in the stirring address of
Pierre Cot, French Minister of Aviation, and
in that of the other delegates to the Congress.
Lord Robert Cecil, President of the Interna-
tional Peace Campaign, which prepared and
brought the Congress into being, said in his
opening speech: “What has brought together
this imposing assembly? The answer may be
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given in four words: Common Danger and
Common Purpose—wars and rumors of war
meet us wherever we turn and whatever we
do. The governments of many countries seem
bent on world suicide while the peoples are
passionately anxious for peace . . . but in the
end it is the peoples who will be the strongest,
if only they will exert their strength.”

This report of the Brussels Congress of the -
International Peace Campaign, published un-
der the auspices of the International Secretar-
iat of the L.P.C., contains the proceedings
of the Congress, addresses by leading delegates,
reports, resolutions, a brief history of the
Peace Campaign, list of delegates and the or-
ganizations they represented. It is profusely
illustrated and documented. The volume is
available in English and French, with editions
in German, Spanish, Portuguese, and Chinese
to appear shortly. There were at the Con-
gress nearly five thousand delegates from forty
countries—representing trade unions, agricul-
tural and codperative organizations, ex-service-
men, churches, women’s organizations, peace
associations, the World and National Commit-
tees Against War and Fascism, the Federation
of League of Nations Societies, youth organi-
zations, intellectual and professional associa-
tions; men and women from every walk of
life, white, black, brown.

The printed word cannot transmit ade-
quately the living inspiration and enthusiasm
of this magnificent peace congress—a united
demonstration of the will to peace, a militant
determination to resist war and warmakers,
which delegates and visitors experienced and
will retain for the rest of their lives. Never-
theless, even the reading of the addresses and
resolutions, the study of the composition of
the Congress, the plans made to extend the
work for peace among the peoples of the
world, will inspire every sincere worker for
peace to join in the common effort of building
a strong defense against the twin dangers of
war and fascism. In the words of Marcel
Cachin, Communist Senator in France: “We
hate war with all our hearts. We know that
war would pile up for the whole world de-
vastation, suffering, useless indescribable hor-
rors . . . Friends, to action for the peace of
the world! . . . Let us take an oath to stand
firm, united, and resolute in defense of peace.”
Or, as our own Dr. Harry F. Ward, Chair-
man of the American League Against War
and Fascism, put it: “I come here from a
country whose people, unlike yours, can sleep
peacefully without fear of an enemy invasion.
. . . Today the aggressor is both an aggressor
against peace and against democracy . .
Americans are beginning to understand that
they will have to choose between: collective se-
curity and collective death. . . . The Interna-
tional Peace Campaign must become a great
people’s movement.” The Charter of Peace,
adopted by the Congress, ends with this ring-
ing declaration: “In this hour of crisis our
International Peace Campaign invites all the
peoples to action in defense of peace . . . to
create a powerful, popular movement which
will prevent the forces of militarism from
leading humanity to its own destruction by
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Announcing an extraordinary

sale of 100,000 Parlophone,

Decca disecs. These marvelous

European recordings comprise

the cream of the world’s finest music. A selection to gratify every

taste. Sale prices: 50c & 75c per record. Values, $1.50 & $2.00.
Mail orders. Catalog.

GRAMOPHONE SHOP, Inc, 18 E. 48th S8t., N. Y. C.

SPAIN GETS 25%
OF DANCE AT

SAVOY BALLROOM, Saturday, March 6
140th Street and Lenox Avenue, N. Y. C.

Chick Webb — Teddy Hill

AND THEIR ORCHESTRAS

TICKETS: 65c¢ including checking.

on sale at: Room 233—80 East 11th Street
Room 411—45 East 17th Street

Dept. Store Employees Union Local 1250

the arms which modern science has placed at
its disposal.”

The book is more than a report of congress
proceedings. It is a living document, an ur-
gent appeal on the most burning issue of the
hour, an expression of the will to peace of the
millions of common people throughout the
world. A. A. HELLER.

A Poison Pen

LAUrgLs, 4 Monthly Chronicle of Military
History in the Making, Vol. I, No. I. 35c.

FASCISM in America has kept itself
pretty well under cover, with the excep-
tion of Gerald Smith’s rabble-rousing and the
private armies like Victor McLaglan’s, which
recently admitted that it was preparing to
fight the enemies of “American ideals.” In
journalism there has been little open fascism,
though at least two prominent magazines have
been riding blind-baggage on the Rome-Berlin
express. But at last we have a straightfor-
ward militaristic magazine, published in the
interests of ‘“‘national defense”” and using that
phrase and a pretended impartiality to glorify
fascist exploits in Europe. This magazine is
Laurels, which is just making its first appear-
ance from Detroit, city of the du Pont plants
and home of the Black Legion. And, indeed,
the whole thing is Black Legion ideology in
enticing make-up. Selling at thirty-five cents
a copy, published by Edmond C. Fleming and
edited by Reginald W. Crowly, the first issue
of Laurels is being distributed nationally
(with subscription envelopes) to R.O.T.C.
members, reserve officers, and business men
who should be “interested.”

Laurels explains its symbolism as “the em-
blem of the soldier,” whose “human virtue

. has lighted the world. . . . His spiritual
ardor for purification—or the crushing of
evil—and for truce or peace is little heeded
by the peoples. We, who are soldiers, know
full well that our laurels are of the spirit.”
And we, who have read such stuff before,
know just what to make of it. We know
just what is to be found in the rest of the
magazine. First of all, the foreword explain-
ing that it has no affiliations, no outside stock-
holders, and of course no point of view. It
will not accept advertisements ‘“‘of pacifist so-
cieties or of corporations popularly supposed
to be seeking profits from war” (italics ours).
But Laurels should have stuck to its apos-
trophes to the glory of war and victorious
peace—the sentences begin to get their feet
tangled : “Laurels will never be militaristic or
pacifistic, but it will always uphold adequate
preparation for national defense and oppose
subversive mentality.” Just as we expected.

The contents, too, follow the anticipated
pattern. There are enough pictures of shat-
tered Toledo to awaken the destructive lusts
of those who have them, and there is great
praise for the defenders of the Alcazar. There
is no good word in the magazine for the
heroes of the other side, the defenders of
Madrid. On the contrary, this impartial
magazine speaks of the officially elected gov-
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International;
Peace Dancej

ENTERTAINMENT

by courtesy of

JOE MOSS,
Hollywood Restaurant
and Outstanding Stars

MEYER DAVIS’ ORCHESTRA
FRIDAY, MARCH 12
HOTEL EDISON, 228 West 47th St., N. Y. C.
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under auspices of

AMERICAN LEAGUE
against WAR and FASCISM

45 East 17th Street, New York City
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Tickets for sale at:
League and all Workers Bookshops

Admission $1.
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MUSICALE

@ andre cibulski, celebrated singer, In a program of
workers’ and spanish songs. accompanied by frances
I. dillion.

@ jesus duron ruiz, noted young mexican planist.
saturday evening march 6, 1937
tickets at workers bookshop, 50 e. 13th street
8:30 p.m. admission, one dollar
at the concert league, 846 seventh avenue
auspices: henri barbusse memorial committee.

TI[EATRE UNION’S THRILLING STRIKE PLAY

Ancnnuc

“Brilliant
scenes etched
with
savage
humor.”
——ATKINSON,
HowARD' LAWSON Times
Eves. : 8:40. Mats. Wed. & Sat. Prices 45¢, 60c, 75¢c, 81 & $1.50
For Beneflt Theatre Parties call BRyant 9-2375
BAYES THEA,, 44th St. W. of B’way. BR 9-3648.

ARTEF THEATRE
247 West 48th Street, New York City. CH. 4-7157
presents

CHAINS

NIGHTLY — MATINEES: SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

HELEN HOWE["2"
avr ‘Characters & Caricatures’

offering for the First Time
HljR TWO NEW MONO-DRAMAS
“MANANA’ (Acclaimed last Summer in London)
and “THE LESSER BREED” (Hntirely new) |

at 8:45
LITTLE Theatre
44th Street
W. of B’way

Prices:
55¢ to $2.20

Prize Play Contest

CHILDREN’S PLAYS
................. First Prize
. Second Prize
Third Prize
Manuscripts must be submitted by April
1, 1937. Only manuscripts not previously
published may be entered in this contest.

For Complete Rules and Further
Information Address

“Plays for Children’s Contest”

INTERNATIONAL WORKERS ORDER
80 Fifth Avenue New York City
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ernment as “‘a hodgepodge of leftist politi-
cians,” every variety of Socialist, Communist,
and Anarchist, whom the Soviet proletariat
regards “as brothers.” There is this further
qualification: “The government forces have
been termed the Loyalists, a term which has a
very high-sounding righteous ring, but they
are also known as Reds.” Laurels implies that
there are actually more workers in Franco’s
fascist army; his “followers are almost all
Spaniards, with a small contingent of Moors
and a Foreign Legion” not comprised of mer-
cenaries but of “actually patriotic people of
Spanish blood, mostly from Mexico and South
American countries.” Try figuring out that
last little twist: it’s an admirable example of
fascist logic.
But why spend any more time with
" Laurels? 1It’s not much fun playing a game
when you know all the moves to come. Yes,
there are pictures glorifying Hitler Youth,
while “Fascist Youth Greets Count Ciano,”
Mussolini’s son-in-law who has just helped
the Reichsfithrer drive a line of spikes across
Europe. And one picture showing some be-
wildered Negro boys trying to march in for-
mation is captioned ‘“Ethiopian Youth is
Learning Discipline.” There are various sec-
tions on world politics and on international
preparations for war, generally written up as
“defense” measures. Mailitary tactics are dis-
cussed simply but thoroughly, Germany and
Italy getting plenty of space. They are
“realists in foreign policy,” and now we
know why: “The decision rests with a single
. individual and is not subject to review by a
deliberative body.” Yes, now we know a lot.
So it isn’t surprising to find Laurels snigger-
ing because the committee on Spanish neu-
trality exonerated Portugal and Italy but
“was silent about Russia.” Then comes the
awaited blast against Russia, whose “trumpet-
ings against the countries that crush commu-
nism within their own borders seem to have
been blown under the direction of the Com-
munist International committee. . . . It failed
of its purpose. British and Swiss labor turned
thumbs down on the Communists.” After
this magnificent impartial gloating, a reader
can easily believe the ad on the last page:
“Read the World’s 15 Greatest Newspapers
or Read Laurels—The results are the same!”
Its “absolutely unbiased” contents will make
“every business man, professional man, and
public official . . . recognize the importance of
the news contained in Laurels.” Jawohl!
Ask Fritz Thyssen.
HarrYy THORNTON MOORE.

Brief Reviews

New THEATRE & FiLm, published monthly October
to May inclusive, bi-monthly June to September.
Editorial Board: George Redfield, Robert Steb-
bins, Edna Ocko, Eleanor Flexner. March,
1937. 25c.

Here is the reorganized succcessor to New Theatre
magazine. It runs to sixty-four pages and cover,
and is marked by the profusion of line and half-
tone illustration which characterized its predecessor.
Arriving too late for anything like a thorough re-
view in this issue of the NEw MassEes, it almost
reviews itself in its table of contents, which includes,

27

SEE THE

SOVIET UNION

IN ITS 20th YEAR

The Soviet Union now continues into its
third decade those strides forward which
have held the attention of the world. Some
evidences of this progress are rebuilt Mos-
cow, the Baltic-White Sea and the Moscow-
Volga canals, the collectivization program in
agriculture, and many achievements in in-
dustry and social betterment. These advances
are objectivized in visits to factories, farms,
museums, and great social institutions made

Information May Be Secured from Any Travel Agency
A wide variety of itineraries are available at inclusive
rates of $15 per day first class, $8 tourist, $5 third—
providing all transportation on tour in the U.S.S.R.,
fine hotels, meals, sightseeing and guide-interpreter service.
For descriptive map and booklet NM-3, write to

INTOURIST, INC.

545 Fifth Avenue, New York

360 N. Michigan Ave.,
Chicago

available through the facilities of Intourist,
the Travel Company of the U.S.S.R. Mos-
cow, Leningrad, Kiev and Odessa may be
starting points for tours that extend down
the Volga to the resorts, great cities and
mountain villages of the Caucasus; thence
along the Black Sea Riviera to sunny Cri-
mea; and on to the “kolkhozes™ and indus-
trial centers of the Ukraine.

681 Market St.,
San Francisco

Annual

Free Prizes!

REUNION DANCE!-Friday, 8:30 p.m., March 5th
WEBSTER HALL, 119 East 11th Street
2 Bands!

MODELS OF NEW SOCIAL HALL AND NEW HOTEL WILL BE EXHIBITED
AT WEBSTER HALL MARCH 5.

TICKETS ON SALE AT ALL WORKERS’ BOOKSHOPS

Admission 83 cents incl. tax
Continuous Dancing!
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Andre Malraux
Author of Man’s Fate

and

Leader of the International Air Squadron
of the Loyalist Government

and

Louis Fischer

Foreign Correspondent of The Nation
will discuss
“SPAIN’S BATTLE FOR DEMOCRACY”
at
MECCA TEMPLE
133 West 55th Street, New York

on
THURSDAY EVENING, MARCH 11
at 8 o’clock
Admission: 55¢, 35¢, and 25c

TICKETS AT
North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy
381 Fourth Avenue, New York City. MUrray Hill 5.0477.

() NEW MASSES

~CPRING

N &

SAT.
EVE.
MAR. 27.

HOTEL EDISON
228 West 47th Street, New York City
Dancing until two a. m.
...CLEF CLUB ORCHESTRA...
$1 in advance --- $1.50 at the door

Tickets en Sale: NEW MASSES, 31 East 27th Street,
order by mail or telephone CAledonia 5-3076); Columbia
Bookstore, 2960 Broadway; Rand Bookstore, 7 East 15th
Street; Putnam Bookstore, 2 West 45th Street; Chelsea
JBoolmh 58 West 8th Street; Workers and Peoples Book-

50 Bast 13th Street, 140 Second Avenue, 115 West
135t.h Street, 218 East 84th Street, New York City; in the
Bronx st 1001 Prospect Avenue, and 2067 Jerome Avenue;
in Brooklyn at 369 Sutter Avenue, 4531 16th Avenue, 6507
Bay Parkway, and Brighton 6th Street (on the Boardwalk).

Anti Soviet Centre Trial
Verbatim Report 580 Pages
and

Trotskyist Centre Pamphlet
... Both for One Dollar ...

The judicial, human aspects of this his-
torical book will astound every reader.

WORKER’'S BOOKSHOP
S0 East 13th Street N. Y. City

among other things, the following: a scene from
The Silent Partner, a new play by Clifford Odets;
an exceedingly interesting article—really two re-
views—written by Maxim Gorky in 1896 on motion
pictures made by Lumiére (Gorky remarks: “It is
terrifying to see this gray movement of gray
shadows. . . . A wide use can be predicted, without
fear of making a mistake, for this invention”); a
critical study of the plays of Lillian Hellman by
John Howard Lawson; a complete one-act play by
Paul and Claire Sifton; an article by Ralph Bates
on the Spanish theater and the influence on it of
the civil war; reviews of plays by John Gassner, of
movies by Robert Stebbins—well, that’s about half
the contents, so you can see. . . . A.W. T.

Brack LAws OF VIRGINIA, by June Purcell Guild.
W hittet & Shepperson, Richmond, Va. $2.

The subtitle of this small book, a work of value
for any student of the Negro question, practically
tells the story of its contents: “A summary of the
legislative acts of Virginia concerning Negroes from
the earliest times to the present.” In accordance with
this plan, the author has made digests of Virginia
statutes and proceedings, from the day in 1630 when
“Hugh Davis (was) to be soundly whipped, before
an assembly of Negroes and others for . . . defiling
his body in lying with a Negro,” to the law of 1936
relating to the Negro’s right of admission to the
Virginia state colleges. Some of the chapter head-
ings read as follows: The Struggle for Racial Integ-
rity: 1630-1932; Criminal Law and the Negro: 1692-
1928; Development of Free Compulsory Education
for Negroes and Whites: 1631-1936; War and the
Negro: 1723-1928.

Miss Guild’s sympathetic introduction reveals that
her work has been inspired by something more than
scholarship. If we study the history of legal dis-
crimination against Negroes, she says in effect, it
is in order that we may abolish it. F. W. D.

I AM A WoMAN WORKER, A SCRAPBOOK OF AUTO-
BIOGRAPHIES. Edited by Andria Taylor Hour-
wick and Gladys L. Palmer. The Affiliated
Schools for Workers, Inc. 50c.

An excellent selection of stories written by women
workers from the various workers’ schools, divided
into five sections: Getting a Job, Life in the Fac-
tory, Open Shops and Company Unions, Trade
Unions and Organized Shops, On Strike. Each
story is personal and is written simply and sin-
cerely with a growing awareness that the struggle
of the worker against low wages, poor working
conditions, company unions, and strikebreaking is
a real theme in American life, and something to be
recorded. The book is a significant contribution to
the labor movement in the United States and should
encourage the publication of many more like it.

J. S.
*

Recently Recommended Books

The Croquet Player, by H. G. Wells. Viking. $1.25.

Some of My Best Friends Are Jeaws, by Robert Gess-
ner. Farrar & Rinehart. $3.

Are You a Stockholder?, by Alden: Winthrop.

On This Island, by W. H. Auden. Random House.
Covici, Friede. $2.50.

Unemployment Relief in Periods of Depression, by
Leah H. Feder. Russell Sage Foundation. $2.50.

America Today, a book of 100 prints chosen and
exhibited by' the American Artlsts Congress.
Equinox. $5.

Idaho: A Guide in Word and Picture, prepared by
the Federal Writers’ Projects of the Works
Progress’ Administration. Caxton. $3.

This Is Your Day, by Edward Newhouse. Lee Fur-
man. $2.50.

Rewolt on the Clyde, an Autobiography by William
Gallacher. International. $2.50

Fine Prints Old and New, by Carl Zigrosser. Covici,
Friede. $1.

Change the World!, by Michael Gold. International
Publishers. $1.39.

NEW MASSES

GOOD FOOD
GOOD SERVICE
RESTFUL ATMOSPHERE

Cost no more than in the cash and carry
non-union restaurants.

Fresh vegetables—fruits—dairy products
—fish and health foods. Enjoy natural

foods as nature intended.
LUNCHEON: 40c DINNER: 60c

Also a la Carte

FARMFOOD

VEGETARIAN RESTAURANTS
87 West 32nd Street 104 West 40th Street
* 142 West 49th Street

* After theatre snacks. Open Sundays.

NOW OPEN FOR THE SEASON

Blue Mountain Lodge offers an unusual pro-
gram of outdoor sport and indoor hilarity. ..
New York Central to Harmon Station . . .
Special taxi meets all trains.

Make your reservations for Easter Week

BLUE MOUNTAIN LODGE

PEEKSKILL, N. Y. l
Seasonal Cabins (May (-Oct. Inquire

CAMP NITGEDAIGET

BEACON, N. Y.
ALL SPORTS

EXCELLENT FOOD
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
$16 per week
Cars leave daily from 2700 Bronx Park East.
For all information call EStabrook 8-1400.

Lakewood Modern School

115 Cary Street Lakewood, N. J.

A progressive school for children of
kindergarten and elementary age.

ARTS AND CRAFTS
RESIDENTIAL WRITE JAS. H. DICK
(Summer camp)

THE ROAD BACK---

Our many patrons have shown their unqualified
satisfaction and appreciation for THE ROYALE’S
atmosphere and cordlalxty by returning to us for
the WASTER HOLIDAYS.

HOTEL ROYALE

SONIA GELBAUM ANNA BROUDE

708 Princeton Avenue Telephone

Lakewood, N. J. Lakewood 1146
Reservations in advance

Enjoy a true comradely atmosphere at

RAVEN LODGE

416 Third Street Tel.: Lakewood 922
Lakewood, N. J. City Information Sk. 4-1596
Special rates to NEW MASSES Readers

OCELIA BOOBAR I. GOLD

Greet the awakening of Spring at
CHESTERS’ ZUNBARG

a Delightful Hideaway in the Mountains

Re-opens March 15th. Seasonal sports, cultural
activities. Make early reservations for
the Easter Holidays.

WOODBOURNE, N. Y. Fallsburg 2 F 22

WORLD POLITICS: A LECTURE SERIES
MUHLENBERG PUBLIC LIBRARY
209 W. 23rd Street, New York City

evenings at 8:30
Mon., March 8, Dr. Pedro Fernandez: SPAIN
Mon., March 15, Prof. W. W. Moss: FRANCE
Mon., March 22, General Yakhontoff: THE 8O-
VIET UNION AND FAR EAST
Tues., March 30, Prof. Goldschmidt: GERMANY

Auspices: Anti-Fascist Literature Committee
Save this announcement

= 4 Letters reproduced ex-
M“Itlgraphlng—actly like typewriting;
any quantity. Also

mimeographing, printing and mailing. Quality

work at low prices.

MAILERS ADVERTISING SERVICE
121 West 42nd Street, N. Y. O. BRyant 9-5058.
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SIGHTS AND SOUNDS

Two W.P.A. plays and an Arthur Kober comedy—A new Soviel film and some others

HEN the curtain fell at the end of
Wthe first act of the new W.P.A. pro-
duction, Power, I was about con-
vinced that this kind of straightforward black-
board treatment, pointed up periodically with
dialogue dramatizing the essence of the clash
of ideas, was the way to argue a point on the
stage. It seemed a method which on the one
hand could be more factual and explicit than
was possible to a more traditional dramaturgic
treatment, and at the same time could carry
more conviction than the older forms because
there was less offense to credibility than in a
character-and-situation drama in which the
action unfolding in the lives of a set of par-
ticular people was supposed to tell a story
essentially general in its implications. I say 1
was ‘“‘about convinced,” and I am still pretty
much of that opinion; yet when I recall such
a happy marriage of excitement, dramatic wal-
lop, and ruthless social exposé as delivered by
Spread Eagle, for example, I am not so sure.
Power is the story of the struggle of the
consumer against the utlities monopolies, and
of the partial victory in that battle represented
by the Tennessee Valley Authority and its
functioning as a rate yardstick. The economics
of capital-concentration, the brazenness of
holding-company trustification and sharp prac-
tice, are told with great graphic effect, with
keen human interest, and with delicious humor.
There is an unseen Voice that lectures the
Consumer and engages in debate with the
spokesmen for the power interests. There is
abundant experimental (and successful) use of
cinema projection doubled with stage action;
of stage setting projected in stills upon flat
backdrop (question: how would three-dimen-
sional stereoscopic projection key things up
along this line?), using both photos, as in con-
nection with Senate speeches, and line draw-
ings in color when satiric or other distortional
effects were desired ; there is a wealth of news-
paper quotation and statistical material, han-
dled frequently through human situations so
that the effect is somewhat that of the figures
on a “Vienna chart” come to life. The whole
political tone of the play is pretty much to
whoop it up for the federal government as the
hero and against the utilities as the villains,
but there is no mincing matters as to how mili-
tantly (and sometimes, in the technical sense,
illegally) the consumers on the countryside
fight their own battles. There is something of
a lapse in effectiveness in the second act (there
are but two), where the question of Supreme
Court action on the T.V.A. project is brought
out. And while this curtain situation is highly
topical, raising the question of how the Court
will decide a remaining important case, it is
dramatically less potent that what has gone be-
fore, just because it merely raises a question
the answering of which seems to be a matter
which no one onstage can take part in,

Taken as a whole, however, the Living
Newspaper can be proud of Power. Managing
Producer Morris Watson, Author Arthur
Arent, Designer Howard Bay, Director Brett
Woarren, Composer Lee Wainer, Actor Nor-
man Lloyd (who plays the Consumer), and
the many others who contributed their share
have done a stirring job in the social theatre,
and one which will make theatrical as well as
social history.

Another W.P.A. play, produced by the
Popular Price Theatre, is The Sun and I, by
Barrie and Leona Stavis, which tells in some
sort the story of the Biblical Joseph who lived
to be Egypt’s No. 1 Brain Truster. This is
also a better-than-average evening in the the-
ater, and lest that seem faint praise, it is both
funny and shrewd, and moves with animation
and suspense. Unfortunately, it embarks on
critical commentary on social forces and on
statecraft, and here it must be said that it in-
troduces some romantic and muddled concepts
which are not entirely saved by some pre-final-
curtain lines which attempt in a purely verbal
and non-dramatic way to state the rdle of the
popular masses in guiding the course of history
into permanently fruitful channels. Such a
method of presenting what appears to be the
authors’ viewpoint must lack in effectiveness
when placed in context with a powerful scene
of what appears to be regimentation with a be-
nign purpose, in which slaves on a virtual
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treadmill groan at their labor and engage in a
romantically abortive revolt before a set in
which the dominant element is a granary bear-
ing a close, if purely fortuitous, resemblance
to the tomb of Lenin.

Special honors must be reserved for the
writing of the r6le of Pharaoh and the acting
of it by Frederic Tozere, and for the settings
designed under the supervision of Tom Adrian
Cracraft.

Broadway’s offering this week is Having
Wonderful Time, produced and directed by
Marc Connelly and written by Arthur Kober.
This is a story of the rough road of true young
love at a summer vacation camp in the Berk-
shires, and the roughness of the road is not
altogether because of triangularities in rela-
tionships (although these are pleasingly en-
larged into quadrangularities by Mr. Kober),
but mainly because of dat ol’ davil unemploy-
ment. The things about this comedy that take
it out of the ruck of ordinary summer-vacation
trifles are Mr. Kober’s recognition of unem-
ployment as a basic conditioner of the path
of young love today, and his unusually keen
observation of character and of the pattern of
emotion and speech. Together, he and Mr.
Connelly have distilled delicate nuance after
delicate nuance, so that the whole thing simply
charms. Chalk up a dodge on the part of the.
author, however, and one which does some
disservice to his play: the happy ending is

A. Ajay
“Of course there’s a future in art; look at Mr. Mellon.”



30

Travel with our conducted
tour of workers and

delegates to the U.S.S.R.

MAY FIRST
CELEBRATION

SAILING ON

S.S.BERENGARIA
APRIL 15th
Visit— )
Leningrad
Moscow
Kharkov
Kiev

Make your reservations now

Travel Cheaply and
Comfortably
{ ]

Forreservations and furtherinformation :

‘WORLD TOURISTS, INC.

175 Fifth Avenue, New York
ALgonquin 4-6656-7-8

Chicago: 110 So. Dearborn St., Franklin 9766
"‘San Francisco: 681 Market St., Garfield 6367

achieved by implication rather than by fact;
and this is the worse because it is the basic
obstacle, unemployment, that is left unmounted
in any definitive sense. Too sensible to settle
that problem by any happy chance that irons
everything out and that therefore would be
untrue, the author winds up his play with
the two young folks getting together at last,
and deciding happily to “talk things over.”
Unfortunately, that is not always a solution
for unemployment.

The acting company is well balanced and
strikes a high average of competence. The
leading roles are really memorable in their
rendering by Katherine Locke and Jules Gar-
field.

Last week we promised a survey of audience
opinion on Marching Song. We offer our
apologies for having to postpone it a week, a
postponement which was made imperative by
the inclusion in this issue of the interview with
André Malraux. ALEXANDER TAYLOR.

THE SCREEN

RISONERS, the new Soviet film at the

New York Cameo, is more valuable as a
social document—as a revelation of Soviet
criminology—than a contribution to cinema-
tography. That there have been better Soviet
films is an obvious fact; that several of the
current American films surpass it technically no
one will deny. But this new film, which drama-
tizes the construction of the famous Baltic-
White Sea Canal (completed in 1933) has
genuineness and psychological insight—some-
thing even the best Hollywood films hardly
achieve. A great deal of the film’s power lies
in the usual brilliance of the Russian actors.
The real reason, however, is in the scenario
and the material it dramatizes. While Pris-
oners is billed as an adaptation of Pogodin’s
play Aristocrats, it would be more accurate to
say that both the play and the film are based
on Pogodin’s experiences as a resident in the
“prison camp,” which in turn gave birth to the
short story or literary scenario “Prisoners,”
published in English translation in Interna-
tional Literature, No. 3, 1934.

With great skill and economy, Nikolai Po-
godin gives us a vivid picture of a great feat in
social engineering—the rehabilitation of crim-
inal and political prisoners. This is a picture
that is exactly opposite of that drawn in
Fritz Lang’s You Only Live Once. These
“reforged” prisoners told their own vivid
stories, in Belomor, published by Smith &
Haas in 1935.

Alfred Hitchcock, England’s brilliant direc-
tor, contributes another study in criminology
and Scotland Yard adventures in The ?¥ oman
Adlone (Gaumont-British). It is based on
Conrad’s The Secret Agent, that despicable
anti-revolutionary novel about Anarchists. We
are grateful to Mr. Hitchcock for discarding
these elements in the Conrad novel. The
scenarist used several of the basic incidents of
the novel, and manufactured a story of sabo-
teurs (they are not identified with any govern-
ment or class) who for some reason or other
want to throw London into a panic. It is a

NEW MASSER

thoroughly synthetic job about a young Scot-
land Yard agent (John Loder) who attempts
to track down the agents of the saboteurs.
There are three sequences in this film that are
better than anything Hitchcock has ever done.
The first is where Mr. Verloc (Oscar Ho-
molka) goes from his home to the Aquarium
to meet the leader of the gang. Using cleverly
photographed shots with natural sounds (with-
out incidental music) and clever cutting, the
director builds up tremendous suspense. The
second sequence is in the use of Walt Disney’s
cartoon, W ho Killed Cock Robin? to illustrate
Mrs. Verloc’s (Sylvia Sidney) reaction to
the death of her little brother by the criminal’s
bomb. The last is when Miss Sidney is run-
ning through the street and a boy is seen run-
ning toward her. Just as she passes the kid,
the director cuts in a shot of her dead brother.
Turning around, she sees the face of a
strange boy.

Although I don’t remember Hitchcock’s
silent films, I have seen all his sound films.
Every one of them has been a “mystery”’-secret-
agent-Scotland Yard. But in his recent films,
in 39 Steps, and in The Woman Alone, Hitch-
cock has shown that he has a feeling for drama-
tizing the peasant and the English common
man. No doubt the British industry feels se-
cure in Mr, Hitchcock’s technical brilliance.
But unless that brilliance can be turned to less
synthetic forms, it will in time wear off and
become an affectation. The cast as a whole is
very good, but Miss Sidney’s work is outstand-
ing. She manages to make Mrs. Verloc a
very sympathetic and warm human being.

While Things to Come was released last
season, T he Man Who Could Work Miracles
(London Films-United Artists) is H. G.
Wells’s first adventure in motion pictures as a
scenarist. Like The Invisible Man, this new
film is about a man who suddenly is divinely
empowered to work miracles. Except for the
prologue and epilogue, where Mr. Wells’s
infantile-philosophic economics gets in the way,
the film is pretty good fun and mildly stimu-
lating. Roland Young, as George McWhirter
Fotheringay, is his usual brilliant self. For
the rest, the film provides a grand holiday for
Ned Mann — the special-effects authority.
Lothar Mendes’s direction is unimaginative,
and the cutting (both in image and sound) is
clumsy. '

John Meade’s Woman (Paramount) is an-
other film in which Edward Arnold is cast as
the big bad capitalist who has a tragic love life.
When You're in Love (Columbia) is Robert
Riskin’s first film as writer-director. Coming
from the man who wrote Mr. Deeds Goes to
Town, and who has worked together with
Frank Capra, this film is a disappointment.
It is a typical Grace Moore light-opera music
film with a touch of Cab Calloway. But then,
Lily Pons did that some months ago. The
Last of Mrs. Cheyney (M.G.M.) is a remake
of the old-fashioned sophisticated-crook melo-
drama. Although it boasts of William Powell
and Joan Crawford, the 1929 version with
Norma Shearer is more memorable. Man of
Affairs (Gaumont-British) is a British im-
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SATURDAY, MARCH 13

¢ Spring
Fever

Dance

Admission
65 cents

Tickets on sale at
Workers Bookshops

Savoy
BALLROOM

140th Street and
Lenox Avenue
New York City

Auspices of
People’s Center (West Side, Manhattan)

THE AMERICAN
FRIENDS OF THE
MEXICAN PEOPLE
MEXICAN FOOD
SINGERS AND
DANCERS
ORCHESTRA
FRIDAY, MARCH 12th, AT 8 P. M. — 75¢
THE CARAVAN — 110 E. 59th STREET
Tickets at A.C.A. Galleries, 52 W. 8th St.

MEXICAN FIESTA

Send-Off Dinner For
FIRST AMERICAN WRITERS-
ARTISTS AMBULANCE CORPS

Sailing for Spain in March

| Guest of Honor

Andre Malraux

Tuesday—MARCH 16—S8 p. m.
HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA

Dinner $2.50 per plate
For reservations call BArclay 7-3810

Auspices:
American Writers-Artists Ambulance Unit
Medical Bureau, 20 Vesey Street, New York

Among the sponsors are:
Edna Ferber, Sinclair Lewis, Malcolm Cowley,
George 8. Kaufman, Ernest Hemingway,
Max Weber and Stuart Davis

Announcing

MAURITZ A. HALLGREN

MASS MEETING ® MECCA TEMPLE
FRIDAY, MARCH 19

Auspices: SOT\_ZRI'E’%‘5 REJSSIA TODAY
ickets: 250—T75¢
A SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY. 824" Broatway

perialist trifle starring George Arliss in a dual
role. Mr. Arliss alone is impossible; when
there are two of them. ...

PerER ELLIs.

*

Forthcoming Broadcasts

(Times given are Eastern Standard, but all
programs listed are on coast-to-coast hookups)

Questions Before Congress. Two series of weekly
broadcasts: Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m., members
of the House of Representatives will discuss
current problems; members of the Senate will
do the same Thursdays at 5§ p.m. Columbia.

President Roosevelt. Addressing Democrats at “vic-
tory dinners.”” Thursday, March 4, 10:30 p.m,,
Columbia.

Income Tax. “What Items of Income Are Taxable?”
by Charles Melvoin, economist, Sat, March 6,
4 p.m. Columbia.

Farm Problems. “Spring Financing with Codperative
Credit,” by W. 1. Myers, governor of the Farm
Credit Administration, Mon., March 8, 1:30
p.m. Columbia.

Civil Liberties. Freedom of speech and how it was
obtained will be dramatized during the weekly
“Let Freedom Ring” program of the U. S. Edu-
cation Office. Mon., March 8, 10:30 p.m. Co-
lumbia.

Debate. U. of Pittsburgh vs. U. of Washington on
“Resolved: that Congress be empowered to pass
maximum-hour and minimum-wage legislation
fo(li‘ indsutry.” Sat., March 13, 2 p.m., N.B.C.
red.

Debate. U. of Southern California versus New York
U. on “Resolved: that Congress should be em-
powered to over-ride decisions of the U. S.
Su;reme Court,” Sat., March 20, 3 p.m., N.B.C.
red.

Recent Recommendations
MOVIES

You Omnly Live Once. Sylvia Sidney and Henry
Fonda doing a good job under the direction of
Fritz Lang, who saves a sour scenario.

The Good Earth. Hollywood’s first honest approach
to the Chinese people, through a screening of
Pearl Buck’s novel, with Paul Muni and Luise
Rainer in the leading roles.

The Plough and the Stars. Pretty satisfactory cinema-
tizing of Sean O’Casey’s play.

Camille. The old yarn, worth seeing only because
it has Garbo.

PLAYS

Marc/zlr.ty Song (Bayes, N. Y.). The Theatre
quon’s strong production of John Howard
Lawson’s play about an auto strike and other
things.

Yes, My Darling Daughter (Playhouse, N. Y.). A
pleasant comedy about a former-free-loving
mother’s unavailing efforts to prevent her
daughter from following her example.

Steel (Labor Stage, N.Y.). Reviving John Wexley’s

. drama of union men and company thugs.
chlza.rd II. (St. James, N.Y.). Superlative produc-
tion of a good but seldom-produced Shakespeare
item, with exceptional performances by Maurice
Evans and Augustin Duncan.

RECORDED MUSIC

Bach. The D-minor partita, with Nathan Milstein
_the violinist. Columbia set 276.

Sawing. Some of the better recent issues: “Shoe-Shine
Boy” and “Evenin’” (Vocalion 3441) ; “Honey-
suckle Rose” and “The Count and Lester,”
played by Count Basie’s orchestra on Decca
1141; the same outfit does “Swinging at the
Daisy Chain” and “Pennies from Heaven” on
Decca 1121.

Blues. Robert Johnson singing “Last Fair Deal Gone
Down” and “Terraplane Blues” on a new
Vocalion release.

31

RESORTS

FOLLOWERS of the TRAIL CAMP, Buchanan, N. Y.
Steam-heated house. Winter Sports. Low rates. By
train, N. Y. Central to Peekskill, fare 75c. By auto,
U. 8. 9, stop at Buchanan. Phone Peekskill 2879.

A COZY RETREAT in the Pines, where good food,
homelike atmosphere and low rates make an ideal
vacation. Comradely atmosphere. Catering to special

diets.
MILLARD’'S LODGE .o
801 Clifton Ave. Lakewood, N. J. Phone 216-W.

HILL AND BERT FRIEDBERG welcome you to our
charming, comfortable farm situated on 150 acres of
beautiful country. Always pleasant cempanionghip.
Good food. Winter sports. Hil-Bert House, Lake
Mahopac, N. Y. Tel.: Hill Friedberg, Mahopac 2083.

MIAMI, FLORIDA, for your winter vacation. Room
and board, $15.00 per week, Ixcellent food. 660 S. Ww.

2nd Street.

FOR SALE

ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA, 13th edition, 16
large volumes, complete. Excellent condition. Bar-
%ain. L. B., Room 906, 507 Fifth Avenue, New York
ity. MUrray Hill 2-4221.

MODERN 5-ACRE poultry farm with stock, South
Jersey. Price and terms reasonable. Center of
progressive farm-labor movement. Further informa-
tion, write Box 1478, New Masses.

150 ACRES to be sub-divided, ideal for all year com-
munity. 50 miles from New York. Dwelling, gocial
hall, dining hall, bungalow, brooks, artesian well,
tennis court on premises. Telephone: WIsconsin 7-1625.

CONCERT

UNIQUE CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT
WOLK MANDOLIN QUARTET
Program: Haydn Quartet, Op. 76, No. 2; Beethoven
Quartet, Op. 18, No. 6; Mozart, Arriaga, Moussorgsky.
New School For Social Research, 66 W. 12 Street
Sunday afternoon, March Tth, 2:45 p. m.

DANCE RECITAL

¥e ALF in new DANCE-COMPOSITIONS, Sunday
Evening, March 14th, 1937, Guild Theatre, 52nd St.,
West of Broadway. Tickets: 55c—$2.20 at box office.

FURNISHED ROOMS—BROOKLYN

MANHATTAN BEACH HOTEL
156 West End Avenue—SHeepshead 3-3000.
37 Minutes from Times Square.
Live at this modern fireproof hotel
away from noise.
SINGLES $5 WEEKLY UP

FURNISHED ROOM

FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED, Fordham Rd. Sta.
&th & Jerome Ave. Small quiet family. E. Silverman,
2415 Valentine Ave., near 187th St., Bronx.

LECTURE

ANGELO HERNDON SPEAKS
on “Let Me Live” his autobiography, just pub-
lished. WEBSTER HALL, 119 East 11th Street,
Wednesday, March 17, 8:30 p.m. Tickets at all
Workers Bookshop8. 25c in advance, 35c at door.

OFFICES FOR RENT

OFFICE—Extremely reasonable. Centrally located,
with advertising office. Write to Ward & Brown, 250
West 57th Street, New York City.

HAVE A FIFTH AVENUE OFFICE for Personal
and Business Purposes. $2.50 per month. Complete
Secretarial Service. Multigraphing, Mlmeoggapl_nng.
(2 Hour Service). Special Rates to Organlzatlons.
Bachman, 507 Fifth Avenue, New York City.

LANGUAGES

LEARN ENGLISH, Russian, French, Spanish, other
languages, in your own home, club or office. College-
trained native instructors sent to individuals or
groups. Moderate rates. LANGUAGE SERVICE
CENTER, 507 5th Ave. (near 42nd St.) MU. Hill 2-4221.

MEXICAN PRINTS

200 SUPERB, RECENT PRAD{{TS by members of the
L.H. A R,
On Sale at: A.C.A. Gallery 52 W. 8th 8t, N. Y. C.

ORANGES FOR SALE

SWEET JUICY, sun-ripened on trees. Delivered ex-
press prepaid. $4.00 bushel basket. Grapefruit, $3.25;
Mixed fruits, $3.50. A. H. Burket, Sebring, Florida.

PICTURE FRAMES

FINE PICTURE FRAMING—Complete selection of
modern prints. Reasonable prices. Kanner Adel Frame
& Pictures Co., 41 E. 29th St., N. ¥, C. MU 4-2549.

PLAY TABLE TENNIS

PLAY TABLE TENNIS (Ping-Pong) at the Broad-
way Table Tennis Court, 1721 Broadway, bet. 54th-
55th Sts., N. Y. C. One flight up. Expert instruction;
open from noon until 1 A, M. Tel. CO. 5-9088.

RUSSIAN TAUGHT

MODERN RUSSIAN TAUGHT
New Rules and Usages. Tourist conversational
course. Miss ISA WILGA, 457 West 57th Street, New
York City, COlumbus 5-8450.

WANTED

A full set of used LINGUAPHONE SPANISH Course
records, in good condition. Language Service Center,
507 Fifth Avenue, New York City. MUrray Hill 2-4221.




REVIEW AND
COMMENT

By the Circulation Department

HAT DOES a circulation manager know about

books? you may well ask. Well, at least, we know

what our readers like. They like these four books.
They’ve been sending for them, in conjunction with sub-
scriptions to NEW Masses. We've read the reviews of these
books in our editorial pages. We’re reviewing those briefly
here. We're also reviewing the Special Combination Offers
which are still in force, so you may make your own choice.
If you feel you must have all (and how can you help it?),
have the magazine sent to friends, and the books sent to
you. Can you think of a more economical way to build
up your own library, and educate your friends on important

current issues?

CHOOSE YOUR BOOK—USE THE COUPON

Become a Regular New Masses Subscriber

NEW MASSES, 31 East 27th Street, New York City

Ienclose $........ for which please send me New Masses and booi( (s)
indicated below to the address (es) herewith.
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]

[0 AN AmEericaN TESTAMENT, : |
and New Masses for one year ($5.75) :

O CHANGE THE WORLD, ]
and New Masses for six months ($3) |

[0 WorLp Porrtics: 1918-1936 ]
and New Masses for one year ($5.25) ]

[0 THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF SOCIALISM, |
and New Masses for one year ($5.65) :
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|

|

|

]

]

1

]

Send New Masses to: Send book to:

Name.....ooooviveirienienneneneeeens Name...oovvneeiiennienieassneacennnnnns
Address.....oooviiiiinieiiiiiiiiieiinan Address. .ooveiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiieiinnns
[ 172N {03 725
Btate. ..ottt it it T
OCCuUPation. ..ovvevevinnenineneenrnenennns OcCCuPation. .. ovvveerrenrrereennesioeennn.

. . e . ]
(Attach this coupon to list of addresses if more than ene subscription is sent.) |

The Theory and

Practice of Socialism
By John Strachey

Mr. Strachey is not here writing for that por-
tion of the bourgeoisie, of the middle class, of
the intelligentsia, which has preceded or fol-
lowed him into the ranks of the revolutionary
class. Nor is he writing for that portion
which, for one reason or another, will never
ally itself with the proletariat. He addresses
himself rather to those middle-class people
who are interested, but still hesitant. . . . It
will be difficult for this group to resist his ap-
peal. He puts his case honestly and clearly.
He makes obscure things plain. He never uses
weagel words to befuddle the issue. And he
tackles exactly those questions which have
worried them.

—LEQO HUBERMAN in New Masses.

with one year of New Massesm$ 5.65

Change the World!
By Michael Gold

These are pieces turned out in a daily grind,
in sweat and honest proletarian passion. They
give you a remarkably rounded picture of the
writer. We can talk about his craftsmanship,
critical keenness, revolutionary understanding,
culture, personal slants, or what have you.
He's got all that, plenty. But after reading
this book, I am left with one indelible im-
pression. It is that the author is saturated
in a burning love for his own working class.

—WALT CARMON in New Masses

with 6 months of New Masses $3000

World Politics,

1918-1936
By R. Palme Dutt

I do not know of any more exciting political
writing today than Dutt’s analysis of the role
of British imperialism in the advance of Hit-
lerism over Europe, the relation of American
imperialism to the League of Nations and its
part in the brewing struggle in the Far East,
the relation of collective security to the prob-
lem of peace and its limitations, the propa-
ganda of imperialism on the need for war
arising out of ‘‘overpopulation,” the need for
raw macferials, etc. . . . It is not in any degree
an exaggeration to say that the material of
this book is indispensable to any kind of
understanding of the forces which affect the
future of every individual living today, and
that this material is not available with such
mgster]y succinctness and persuasiveness else-
where.

—MILTON HOWARD in New Masses

with one year of New Masses.. $5.25

An American Testament
By Joseph Freeman

Since “The Education of Henry Adams,” it
may be confidently asserted, no more impor-
tant book of the kind has appeared than
Joseph Freeman’s “An American Testament.”
. . Social history is rendered in terms of
personal experience. A deeper interest lies in
the persistent search for unity of personal life
an integration with the life of society, which
is the theme of the great books of the world.
. . . The groups of which Freeman succes-
sively found himself a member are brilliantly
and understandingly defined, with striking
personal sketches of their members: Floyd
Dell], Scott Nearing, Max Eastman, John Re&d,
Roger Baldwin, Mike Gold.

—ROBERT MORSS LOVETT in New Masses

with one year of New Masses...$5,75
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