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DO ABOUT IT?

® Will there be a Middle
Class in 19402...
The Crisis of the

Middle Class

by LEWIS COREY. For the first time in
all history, the middle class is shrinking, not
growing. In America millions of small business
men, home owness, office workers and profes-
sional men and women are learning that the
ideals on which they grew up are no longer
attainable. Lewis Corey exposes the dangers of
this situation—and tells what lies ahead for
30,000,000 Americans. 320 pages, $2.50

© Is Capitalism really doomed?

The Decline of

American Capitalism
by LEWIS COREY. A complete, docu-

mented study of the development and present
state of American industrial and financial en-
terprise, by the author of the best-selling The
House of Morgan. It hes already taken its
place among the great landmarks of economic
literature. 624 pages, with complete bibliog-
raphy and index, $4.00.

The Nature of
Capitalist Crisis
by JOHN STRACHEY. If recurrent crises

and depressions can be eliminated from the
Capitalist system it would be absurd to work
for its overthrow. But, can these be prevented?
In the light of history, and of present-day
events and trends, John Strachey explores this
all-important problem. This volume is the log-
ical follow-up to his famous Coming Struggle
for Power. 416 pages, $3.00.

See these books at your bookstore

HESE are turbulent times, and this is a troubled and
puzzled world. Vital changes are taking place; whether
you realize it or not you will be affected. Are you interested in
knowing WHAT IS HAPPENING?, WHY?, AND WHAT YOU CAN

Here are nine full length, solid books of importance. These
latest contributions to economics, sociology and history are
each written by a specialist in his respective field. Included
are works by John Strachey, Lewis Corey, August Thalheimer,
and Franz Mehring, all men who have themselves helped shape
world events and world thought.

These books are written so that anyone can understand them. Each
is a thread to guide you through the maze of conflicting opinion about
the major problems that confront you. Read the list below carefully
and you will realize how important these works are to you.

Introduction fo
Dialectical

Materialism
THE MARXIST WORLD-VIEW

by AUGUST THALHEIMER. This im-

portant theory—the philosophical basis of all
Marxist thought—has been too often shrouded
in obscurity. It is at last explained in a simple,
lucid, easily understandable manner by one of
the world’s foremost scholars and political
economists. 256 pages, $2.00.

The Power Age
by WALTER N. POLAROV. “We are

suffering,” says the author, a'noted industrial
engineer, “not from technological unemploy-
ment but from the unemployment of technol-
ogy.” In this great book about the tools of
tomorrow, he shows how kilowatts, instead of
machines, will help smash the depression and
assist in shaping a new modern society. 242
pages, $2.00.

“k“‘ Boo,l{s

for a changing world

THE STORY OF HIS LIFE

by FRANZ MEHRING. “In Mehring’s
skilled hands the biography of Marx becomes
more than the record of a human life. It is the
story of an idea and its induction into the warp
and woof of the conscious existence of a new
generation.”—The Nation. 'The best biography
of Marx in any language, and certainly the one
good treatment of his character that is available
in English.”—New Republic. “It is difficult to
see how any book could present more ade-
quately or more intelligently the story of his
life, in its personal aspects, in its intellectual
character and in its relation to the great events
of world history during the momentous half-
century covering his active career.”—N. Y.
Times Book Review. 640 pages, illus., $5.00.

® “The finest labor novel
of our time”’
In Dubious Battle

by JOHN STEINBECK., author of

"Tortilla Flat.” “Here is a tale about be-
lievable, comprehensible and appealing men
told against the background of the economic
struggle. It is a novel of breadth and depth.
And it is also easy to read. I recommend it
highly.” — HEYWooD BROUN, Book-of-the-
Month Club News. “This, I believe, is the
finest labor novel of the present day.”—J.W.P.,
Wings (The Literary Guild). $2.50.

® 7The Consumer CAN Win!

Guinea Pigs No More
by J. B. MATTHEWS. Here is the Con-

sumers’ Manifesto! It goes farther than any
other “‘guinea pig” book written, to give the
first plan of action by which the consumer can
protect himself from the swindles of modern
business. It paves the way for a federal Depart-
ment of the Consumer. By the vice-president of
Consumers’ Research. 256 pages, $2.00.

Eat, Drink
and Be
Wary

by F. ]. SCHLINK.

The co-author of 100,-
000,000 Guinea Pigs ex-
poses the dangers in mod-
ern diet, and shows how
to avoid them.Third large
printing, $2.00.

EXAMINE THESE BOOKS
FOR YOURSELF....

These books are not reprints, but original editions.
They are full-length, library size volumes, clearly
printed and strongly bound. All are active sellers,
and you may examine them if you visit your book-
store. The bookseller will be happy to show them to
you. Together they form a convenient two-foot
library of lasting information about current prob-
lems that beset the world we live in, written by rec-
ognized authorities. If you want to be thoroughly
and not superficially informed about what is going
on around you, add these volumes to your library.

COVICI.-FRIEDE - Publishers e 432 Fourth Ave., N.Y.



A presentation of tragic
blain-spoken fact

M-DAY
by Rose M. Stein

The author, closely asso-
ciated with the Senate Mu-
nitions Committee, had an
unexampled opportunity to
study the facts, documents,
and records relative to
America’s involvement in
the last war. The first part
of her book is an exhaustive -
study of this material, some
of which was not revealed
in public hearing. Prefer-
ring to rest its argument on
cold, tragic facts, M-DAY
is not sensationally written,
but it is perhaps the most
sensational revelation we
have yet had of America’s
involvement in the last war,
and the deepest analysis of
our most vital concern, the

future. $2.50

HARCOURT,

BRACE & COMPANY,

PAUL de KRUIF'S

WHY KEEP THEM
ALIVE?

This is a bitter, angry, and heart-breaking book that
lays bare the ghastly picture of American sickness
and poverty. For the author of MICROBE HUNT-
ERS, MEN AGAINST DEATH, knows all about
the wonders of science, the marvelous discoveries that
can do so much to relieve suffering. And he also
knows—and tells—of the 1,100,000 children who die
unnecessarily every year, of the destruction of human
life because, in the midst of this land of plenty, the
people cannot buy this science. Who owns our science?
From the mass of evidence in this book, there is only
one answer. “Every decent man and woman in the
whole world should get De Kruif’s message. This book
tells what is the matter with the world in a new way.
And it is no bore; it would fascinate our vigilantes,
for example.”—Lincoln Steffens. $3.00

AMERICAN
LABOR
STRUGGLES

by Samuel Yellen

An able, well-rounded his-
tory which for the first
time puts between two
covers the chronological
story of ten great strug-
gles of labor in the
basic industries, from the
Railroad Uprisings in 1877
to the San Francisco Gen-
eral Strike. “His scholar-
ship is brilliant, selective,
meticulous and sound . .

I fail to see how anyone
who wishes to understand
American labor, indeed to
understand American his-
tory, can afford not to read
this easily read book.”—
Benjamin Stolberg. $3.50

383 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY

AT LAST

TIMELY e STARTLING e CHALLENGING

“LIFE INSURANCE: A Legalized Racket”

Introduction by Abraham Epstein, Executive Sec’y, American Association for Social Security

By Mort Gilbert and E. A. Gilbert

“There was always imperative need of a book such as the Gilberts have written. This need has been
accentuated by the depression. Millions of policy-holders demand information as to what to do with their

present policies. This book should prove invaluable to the harassed policy-holders. .

. The American

people must be shown how they can reduce their present insurance costs and retain the protection they
sought for their loved ones.”—From the Introduction.

The first book that examines life insur-
ance strictly from the viewpoint of the
policy-holder. Most policy-holders are not
getting their money’s worth . . . *“Life
Insurance: A Legalized Racket” shows
why. An analysis of the kind of policies
you carry. . A documented exposé of
America’s most respectable confidence
game. Tells how and why you are being
overcharged for your present insurance.

MORE IMPORTANT—

It dares to tell you how thousands of
policy-holders have cut their insurance
costs in the past and how you can cut
your costs mow.

“LIFE INSURANCE:
A LEGALIZED RACKET”

Order Your Copy Now!

$9.50

Order Direct From Dept. M

MARLOWE PUBLISHING CO.

Schaff Building Philadelphia, Pa.
Phone: Rittenhouse 1826

LEARN—

policy-holders.

giving honest advice.

What Ordinary Life really costs.
How to cancel policy-loans.

Why a 20-Payment Life Policy
never “paid up.”

outlawed.

on your insurance program.

How the Companies betray their

How the agents are prevented from

is

Why Endowment Policies should be
How to save from 30 to 70 percent

And many other money-saving an-

swers to your insurance problems.

WINTER TERM

REGISTRATION Principles of Communism Introduction to American Pol-
N 0 O Political Ecoromy itics " )
ow going On Marxism-Leninism Soc}llal and Political History of
at the Histo the South .
ry . History of Science
WORKERS SCHOOL | Trade Union Problems Social and Political Geography
35 East 12th Street, N. Y. | Labor Journalism Russian, and many others
Tel.: ALgonquin 4-1199 Descriptive Catalogues Obtainable Upon Registration

COURSES IN:

A GOOD STEADY INCOME

CAN BE YOURS BY TAKING SUBSCRIP-
TIONS AND BUILDING A ROUTE FOR

NEW MASSES

TOGETHER WITH OTHER WIDEAWAKE,

GROWING PERIODICALS

Men and women everywhere in small

communities and large -cities. .
HERE S YOUR CHANCE — Wmte
C. D, A, Inc, 52 W. 15th St.,

. Y. C.

—




A necessary source book for
all those concerned with
American-Russian affairs

THE

HANDBOOK
OF THE

SOVIET UNION

Authoritative and compre-
hensive political, economic
and social information.

THE READER will find in the
600-odd pages of this volume care-
fully compiled facts and statistics
which furnish an authoritative rec-
ord of the past and an indication
of the future development of the
U.S.S.R.,, as contemplated in the
Second Five-Year Plan. Students
of education, public health, labor
problems, agriculture, trade, mu-
nicipal services, finance, will find
chapters on these fields in the
Handbook.

Special sections on touring
and regulations for foreigners
give in compact form the essential
information which foreign visitors
or residents in the U.S.S.R. should
have.

$3.00 —a JOHN DAY book

REYNAL & HITCHCOCK
386 Fourth Avenue, New York

SPECIAL MAY ])AY
EXCURSION

A special May Day tour for workers and
their organizatxons at reasonable prices. See
the Soviet Union on Parade! See the world’s
most magnificent demonstration in Moscow,

Sailing on S. S. Aquitama April 15th

A Memorable Vacation

See the country that is building Socialism!

Visit Leningrad, Moscow, Kharkov, Kiev, the

. Volga River, Crimea, Caucasus. Also Medi-

terranean cruises, European and world tours

—separately or in conjunction with Soviet tours.
Steamship Tickets Sold to All Parts of the World

For Information Apply to

’EES\U NEW_ YO

f‘

‘ﬁi) in 4-2565 7-8 (e
S

SOVIET RUSSIA

with
LOUIS FISCHER
PRINCESS SKARIATINA
JULIEN BRYAN
JOSHUA KUNITZ
COLSTON WARNE
HENRY SHAPIRO

Trips which show you more
than tourist sights at least
cost of time and money.

Circulars on request.

Tenth Season

THE OPEN ROAD

Russian Travel Department |
8 West 40th St., New York
Cooperating with Intourist

$372

round trip New York with a
month in the Soviet Union.
Other tours up to $850.

F ACTS at your fingertips

Two monthly, 10-page

Economic Notes bulletins of ' current
acts an gures. n
Labor Notes

condensed, usable
form
20 hs of
10 montns of botn O ONLY $1
[ ]

“I find Labor Research Association’'s monthly
NOTES invaluable.”—CoLSTON E. WARNE, Professor
of Economics, Amherst College.

LABOR RESEARCH ASSOCIATION
80 East 11th Street, New York City

YPEWRITERS

Including FOREIGN LANGUAGES
Rentals latest models, immediate delivery, special rates
TYTELL TYPEWRITER CO., 206 B’'way, N. Y. CO. 7-9665

8 COUNTRIES

and up to England, Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Russia,

24 Poland Germany, France (steamer and rail). RETURN
KET. Good 2 yrs. Also 10 days Hotel, meals, sight-

seeing, U.S.S.R. Travel bargﬂ.ins to all parts of the world.
GUSTAVE EISNER 1123 Broadway, N. Y. CH 3-5080.

COMPASS SPECIALS
to SOVIET RUSSIA

Independent trips sailing weekly on all lines

and steamers, 35 to 63 $26 opP

days; all inclusive........
IXI
SOVIET SUMMER SEMINAR
32 days in Soviet Russia and Armenia: 63 days
in all; conducted by
Dr. Mark Graubard ...... $420 P
11X

UNITED FRONT GROUP
30 days in the Soviet Union: 59 days in all,

" conducted by 8
Rose and Bob Brown..... ur

For information and descriptive pamphlet apply

Compass Travel Bureau

LOngacre 5-3070
55 WEST 42nd ST. NEW YORK CITY

U. S. S. R.

7% GOLD BONDS, 1943

At Market —To Yield about 6%

State Bank of U. S. S. R. repurchases
bonds at par, on dema

Soviet American Securities Corp.
l 30 Broad St.,, N.Y. HAnover2-5330 l

TINE and other countries including:
Russian-Spanish Tour
Scandinavian Tour
Palestine-Russian Tour
Soviet-Riviera Tour

and others.

11 - 15 UNION SQUARE

VACATION TOUR

We are arranging a number of interesting itineraries to SOVIET RUSSIA, PALES-

CONDUCTED and
INDEPENDENT

MEDICAL TOUR
For Physicians-Dentists

July 1st, 1936

Conducted by
DR. EDWARD COHEN

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR TEACHERS
Consult us about your travel plans; our service i3 free of charge or obligations. Write or call for literature.

AMALGAMATED BANK OF NEW YORK

ALgonquin 4-1500

NEW YORK CITY




They go to the

IS

SOVIET | e

.\I I O .\. CHANGING ?

more than once In Durope today basi huiman nopes axe Gnding new

expression—dynamiec, fascinating! See for yourself.

. EDUTRAVEL was created to present travel from
this human point of view, to direct your eyes upon
the living world! Note these 1936 examples:

One of the best recommendations for a trip to the CONTEMPORARY ART AND
Soviet Union this summer is the fact that many ARCHITECTURE

. Featuring interviews with leading artists
hundreds of American travelers-abroad have made in 8 countries — auspices of The New

School for Social Research.

repeat journeys to the land of the Soviets. Moscow,
Leningrad, Kiev, Odessa are easy to reach by fast LIFE AND LITERATURE IN U.S.S.R.

Literature as a social force. Meetings with
air, train and boat connections from all European Soviet weiters. . Visits alse to Desmark,

centers. Rates remain at $5 00 per day third class, $8 00 tourist and Sweden, Finland. Leader: Lester Cohen.

$15.00 first. These are all-inclusive: Hotels, meals, all transportatxon on CRIME AND PUNISHMENT ABROAD
tour, daily sightseeing, trained guide-interpreters. Tours Study of delinquency and reform under
Joseph F. Fishman, sponsored by The
ranging from five to thirty-one days cover the whole o z1¢ New School for Social Research.
of European U.S.S.R. Europe-bound vacationists 2 NEW EDUCATION IN SOVIET UNION
in 1936 should make a point of getting Intourist’s ! Discussions with leading Soviet educators
. . E —visiting also England, France, Scandi-
illustrated booklet of Soviet Travel and a large colored E D etor: DE T V. Sollins. Sailings
map of the U.S.S.R. and Europe. Werite for booklet oy by all lines.
. )
and map No. NM-4. i %, 4, POPULAR EDUTOURS
Featuring a diversified selection of unusu-
ally attractive general European tours—
- with expert leadership guaranteed.
APPIIY To YOUR TRAVEII AGENT Write for booklets on these, or for complete EDUTRAVEL
program including “S Session in Sweden.” Address
Dept. NE-4.

“\H‘OURID‘L INC. EDUTRAVEL

An Institute for Educational Travel

545 Fifth Avenue, New York 535 Fifth Avenue New York, N. Y.

Land tours in Europe in conjunction with Amerop
Travel Service, Inc., (in U.S.S.R., in cooperation

Monadnock Bldg. 681 Market St., San Francisco : with “Intourist, Inc.).

MIDDLE CLASSES' MASSES! Frolic with the Artists onthe Gayest Nightofthe Year!

% MAD ARTS DAL

A Costume Ball Kidding the Ads! SATURDAY

WEBSTER HALL-TI9E1 @Q\

ADMISSION ONE DOLLAR 7/cKETS oN SALE AT
*NEW MASSES « ARTISTS UNION, 430 6+h.AVE* WORKERS BOOKSHOPS'ARr SUPPLY STORES s ‘H‘I.

AUSPICES OF --- COMMERCIAL ARTISTS SECTION --- ARTISTS UNION

COMPLETE STATIONERY ° GENERAL SUPPLY CO. PY SPECIAL LOW PRICES
AND OFFICE SUPPLIES 41 East 14th Street — GRamercy 7-7211-7212 FOR ORGANIZATIONS




But There’s Still Time for
You to Enter

the fascinating NEW MASSES TITLE CONTEST—with as
much chance as any other entrant of winning the first prize
of $1000 or one of the other cash prizes listed at the right.

Come on into the contest! You’ll not only be having
some fun yourself, and a chance of winning one of the
attractive prizes, but you’ll help to boost the circulation
of The New Masses, America’s liveliest, most essential
weekly magazine. That, of course, is really the sole pur-
pose of the contest—to stimulate subscriptions and enable
us to get the magazine into thousands of new hands.

All you have to do to enter is to think of titles to the
three cartoons pictured at the right, and send them in to
us with a 10-weeks’ subscription for $1. If you are already
a subscriber, enter the contest anyway, and we’ll either
extend your current subscription or send the magazine to
a friend whom you designate.

Remember, the contest closes April 15! You can’t
afford to delay any longer entering the contest. Do it
today—your chance of winning is as good as anyone’s.

—RULES—

$|000 FIRST PRIZE

$250 second prize --- 50 others $5 each

for the best titles for

1.Anyone (except em-

ployes of the New
Masses or their families)
is eligible to enter the title
contest.

2. The contest opened Jan-

uary 23. Titles must
be received at the New
Masses Contest Dept., Box
76, Madison Square Station,
New York, N. Y., on or be-
fore April 15, 1936. Awards
will be made as soon after
the end of the contest as
the titles can be considered
by the judges.

The Judges are:

Robert Forsythe,

CONTEST NOW!

I——— — — — — —

8. You need not use the

attached coupon, al-
though it is most conven-
lent, but in order to be
eligible in the Title Con-
test, your subscription for
10 weeks for the New
Masses with $1, the sub-
8cription price, must ac-
company the titles you
Submit.

4. In case of a tie of two

or more, then the
Judges will ask for a com-
Detitive twenty-five word
descriptive essay on the
three cartoons. Their de-

cision on the essays will
be final.

[ ]
5. The title winners, by
acceptance of the prizes,
unconditionally transfer to
the New Masses all rights
to the winning titles.

[}

6. The judges will award

the prizes on the basis
of the best set of titles
submitted. Their decision
will be final. No addi-
tional cartoons will be
printed in the contest. All
you need to enter is right
here.

Michael Gold, Editor of the New Masses;
noted satirist; Gardmer Rea, famous artist.

MAIL YOUR ENTRY IN THE BIG NEW MASSES TITLE

NEW MASSES CONTEST DEPT.,
Box 76, Madison Square Station, New York, N. Y.

Enclosed is $1 for a 10-weeks’ subscription to THE NEW MASSES.

CONTEST CLOSES APRIL 15

Here are my titles for the cartoons in your prize contest:

these 3 pictures

The figure on the left

is Mr. Hitler. The one on
his knee, perhaps receiving
good advice, or a pat on
the shoulder, or both, is
Willie the Chief Muckraker
of his time, a particular ob-
ject of loathing and aver-
sion to all college profes-
sors, teachers and liberals.
It is obvious that both of
them are going places—any
minute. What is YOUR
title for this picture?

The cops have just fin-
ished “breaking up” the
demonstration — includ-
ing a few heads. And
here, by Holy Tammany,
they are again, back on
another street with their
ranks formed all over.
Can you tie that? It's
enough to make a good
bull ask for a desk job
or another precinct
where there ain’t no red
agitators and the people
are willing to starve
quietly. What's YOUR
t1tle?

{ No. 1
I No. 2
l No. 3
l Write your name and address below. In case you want the magazine
sent 0 someone else, write your instructions out fully, on another piece
| of paper and attach firmly to this coupon when you send it in.
| Name.
| Address olART
| City State Cartoon Number Three

Look what old man WAR
picked up—an olive branch.
Must have been dropped by
the Dove of Peace—in a hurry
—when he heard Hitler's
broadcast the other night. Any-
way, old man WAR doesn’t
seem to be worrying much. ...
Got your title for this one, yet?




Masses

APRIL 7, 1936

This Quarterly

ROM time to time, THE NEw

Masses has published various ar-
ticles dealing with specific middle-class
issues. We have also discussed broad,
national developments such as taxation,
the suppression of civil rights, the
growth of fascism and preparations
for war which are as much the con-
cern of the middle class as of the
workers and farmers.

It has never been passible, of course,
to present a comprehensive picture of
middle-class problems in this country
within the confines of a weekly maga-
zine. But within these obvious limita-
tions we have collated and analyzed
the main aspects of those problems
which confront this section of the
American people today.

The articles in this quarterly issue
speak for themselves. Their findings,
we believe, justify the title ‘“Challenge
to the Middle Class.” For the days
when school-teachers, engineers, archi-
tects, doctors, accountants, newspaper-
men and other professional groups
were passive in the face of economic
and political realities are over. With
all economic security collapsing under
them, they cannot remain passive. It
is not we who challenge the middle
class. It is capitalism. The disintegrat-
ing social-economic order confronts
them with the choice between ruin and
organized action for a better life and
for a better social order.

This issue has been edited by a com-
mittee composed of Lewis Corey,
chairman, Stanley Burnshaw, Joseph
Freeman and Isidor Schneider. The
material in the following pages shows
abundantly why and to what extent the
professional groups have organized and
have gone on strike. The crisis has
destroyed middle-class prejudices about
trade-union action. Large sections of
the lower middle class have realized
that they belong with the working class
and the farmers in the common strug-
gle of all functioning groups against
the common exploiter.

Minnesota Convention

PROFESSIONAL and middle-class

people, like the workers and the
farmers, have watched with intense in-
terest the state convention of the

Farmer-Labor Party which met this
week-end in Minneapolis. That con-
vention took a significant step in the
right direction. It adopted a resolution
reaffirming the need for building state
Farmer-Labor Parties as well as a na-
tionwide Farmer-Labor Party. The
resolution called for a special commit-
tee to be elected with representation
from each congressional district. The
committee will call conferences of and
will cooperate with other progressive,
labor, farmer and political organiza-
tions and leaders “in calling a national
conference to explore the possibilities
of a national Farmer-Labor ticket in
1936.” Minnesota says it is ready to
cooperate in promoting state Farmer-

Labor Parties, in pushing forward to a
concentrated campaign to elect Farmer-
Labor congressmen this year and in
building a national party.

This is good news, especially at a
time when local Farmer-Labor Party
organizations are springing up in var-
ious parts of the country. The latest
moves in that direction have taken
place in Akron and South Bend. Much
now depends on how energetically the
committee selected at the Minnesota
convention will carry out the resolution.
The general trend there indicated that
something effective will be done. The
majority of the delegates stopped the
red-baiters, preserved unity against the
split threatened by job-seeking politi-
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cians, made several constitutional
changes which tend to democratize in-
ner-party life and adopted a platform
which, while less “radical” in phrasing
than that of 1934, meets the require-
ments of the present moment.” The
fact that most of the delegates, as well
as Governor Olson and Senator Ben-
son, favored taking action toward a na-
tional Farmer-Labor Party is an aus-
picious beginning. It is now up to the
progressive, labor, farmer and profes-
sional groups in other states to press
the issue forward.

Struggle in France

VER since March 7, the reaction-

aries in France have been at-
tempting to exploit the international
war danger for their own purposes. At
first it was a howling press campaign
which insisted that the sole solution of
the emergency, as far as France was
concerned, lay in recalling Laval
through a so-called “National Union
Cabinet.” But since nobody paid any
attention to this proposal, they resorted
to simple treachery, putting pressure
on British die-hards and seeking to sab-
otage Flandin’s negotiations at the
London Conference.

Facing disaster in the approaching
elections, the capitalist oligarchy no
longer uses the war-scare to discourage
people from voting Left. It is using
more desperate methods, provoking a
financial panic and civil disorders. In
the past few days it has begun a whis-
pering campaign charging that the
People’s Front government intends to
devaluate the franc—with the result
that there have been huge bank with-
drawals and decline in dividends.

Meanwhile the fascist factions are
busily arming. Last week an arsenal
belonging to the Croix de Feu was dis-
covered at Nice. Humanité has been
publishing a mass of facsimile docu-
ments showing that the dissolved Ac-
tion Francaise purchased hundreds of
thousands of dollars worth of arms and
munitions from Germany since 1930.
And the Royalists admit the authentic-
ity of these documents.

The climax was reached in the ex-
posure of a circular in which the Na-
tionalist Center openly declares: “If
the People’s Front wins, civil war will
- certainly follow.” The threat would
be even graver if last week’s banquet
which proposed a single united fascist
front had not ended in riot, bloodshed
and confusion. Thus far the efforts
of Socialists and Communists to per-

suade the government to disarm polit-
ical groups have not succeeded, but
Premier Sarraut is shortly to convene
the prefects and it is understood he will
order the suppression of all groups en-
gaged in provoking violence.

Elections: Nazi Style

LAST Sunday’s elections may be con-
sidered an achievement for the
Nazis only if improved technique in
choking popular sentiment is taken as
the basis of judgment. Several inno-
vations in the field of popular suffrage
were introduced by Herr Goebbels who
apparently was afraid that the normal
methods of Nazi electioneering would
not produce the number of *“Jas” or-
dered by Hitler. Bands of armed Nazis
scoured the neighborhoods for pos-
sible stay-aways. Dissenting votes ex-
pressed in the form of unmarked or
otherwise voided ballots were also
counted as “Jas.” The correspondent

of The New York Times wired:

. ... If an admission at a Frankfurt poll-
ing place and the experiences of six for-
eign correspondents in Berlin are typical
of the rest of the country, millions of
votes have been counted for Hitler that
were cast against him.

But Hitler's latest hoax should de-
ceive no one. It was performed de-
liberately in order to lend a semblance
of popular backing to the desperate
war moves of German finance capital.
Hitler will undoubtedly attempt to
make use of Sunday’s circus further to
impress certain groups within the Brit-
ish government that they ought to side
with him and increase their defiance
of those powers which seek to block
the Nazi war drive. In this sense,
Sunday’s spectacle must be viewed with
increased alarm by all who would pre-
serve peace.

Guggenheim Awards
THIS year’s Guggenheim’s fellow-

ship awards, just announced, are
another sign of the growing strength
of American proletarian culture. No
less than eight names are immediately
identifiable as belonging on the Left.
They include the dramatist, Albert
Bein, author of Let Freedom Ring;
the two novelists Josephine Herbst
whose latest novel was The Executioner
W aits, and James T. Farrell, author of
the Studs Lonigan trilogy; three poets,
Kenneth Fearing, author of Angel
Arms and Poems, the latter issued by
a poets’ collective, Dynamo Publish-
ers, and Isidor Schneider, author of the
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volume of poems, Comrade Mister and
the recently published novel, From the
Kingdom of Necessity; the critic and
biographer, Granville Hicks, author of
The Great Tradition and of the forth-
coming Life of John Reed. Two are
editors of THE NEw Massses. Among
the painters who received the awards
were Peter Blume and Harry Stern-
berg, Left artists. Reproductions of
their work have appeared in THE NEwW
It 1s further noteworthy that
there is acknowledgment in this year’s
awards, as in other years, of the cul-
tural contributions of Negroes. Zora
Neale Hurston, author of Jonah’s
Gourd Vine and Mules and Men, and
Dr. Abram L. Harris, Associate Pro-
fessor of Economics at Howard Uni-
versity and author, with S. D. Spero,
of The Black Worker: A Study of
the Negro in the American Labor
Movement, have received appointments.
The project for which Dr. Harris re-
ceived his award is a study of aspects

‘of the economic systems of Karl Marx

and Thorstein Veblen.

Statement on Brazil

¢ T RAZIL,” writes Waldo Frank,

distinguished novelist, secretary
of the American Writers League, ‘“‘is
potentially one of the greatest nations
in the world. This is true, not chiefly
because of its immense natural re-
sources which are probably greater
than those of any other country except
the Soviet Union; but because of the
profoundly original and creative char-
acter of the Brazilian people. This
people is beginning to rise. Its first
movement of self-expression inevitably
has brought it in collision with the
small oligarchy, gathered largely in
two or three of the southern Brazilian
states, who for two generations have
been exploiting Brazil under orders of
British and American imperialism. In
response to this first stirring of a great
people, the government is having re-
course to the most brutal repressive
measures—the usual tactics of Big
Money, whether it sails under the col-
ors of fascism, monarchy or ‘democ-
racy.’” Seventeen thousand good Bra-
zilians are today in jail, among them
a host of intellectual leaders—econo-
mists, writers, engineers, liberal states-
men. American opinion has great in-
fluence on the Brazilian government. If
our voice is now heard in protest
against this fascization of the largest
republic on the American continents,
the Brazilian people will receive the
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kind of support it deserves from us,
as the older sister nation. Let us do
all we can to help Brazil in its strug-
gle for economic and cultural indepen-
dence by insisting on the liberation of
these thousands of men whose one
crime is loyalty to the Brazilian people.
Victory for reaction in Brazil will
strengthen reaction not only throughout
South America, but in the United States
and Great Britain—the real ‘rulers’
of Brazilian economics. Victory for
democracy in Brazil today, will go far
to protect democracy (which needspro-
tection) throughout the Americas—in-
deed, throughout the world.”

Luis Prestes, beloved leader of the
Brazilian people, is now in the hands
of the monstrous Vargas oligarchy. Ar-
thur Ewart, formerly a Reichstag dep-
uty in Germany, now lies in a Brazil-
1an jail with ribs broken by the Vargas
police. His wife has been subjected
to the vilest indignities and brutalities.
Both will be deported to Nazi Ger-
many unless a firm protest by Ameri-
can workers and liberals prevents it.

Smash These Bills!

ORE than one hundred of our
readers have sent us telegrams

and letters protesting against the Tyd-.

ings-McCormack bill and the Russell-
Kramer sedition bill. Those measures
are aimed at fundamental civil rights.
Through them the reactionaries want
to stop all progressive thought and ex-
pression of opinion, all effective trade-
union action. We shall forward the
telegrams and letters of protest from
our readers to Congress. Some of these
will be published in THE NEw MASSES.
Send us more protests. The sedition
bills must be stopped.

The Tampa Trial

‘ x JITH the jury panel of 108 men
exhausted, Pat Whitaker, de-

fense counsel of the three police-Klans-
men charged with the murder of Jo-
seph Shoemaker, pleads for a change
of venue. To gain a more favorable
location for the trial, Whitaker is us-
ing all his political influence—and he
has long been “one of the boys” in
Tampa. In the past years, he man-
aged to be in on almost every political
deal which promised a profit; more-

over, he is Mayor Chancey’s brother-.

in-law. Whitaker would prefer to have
the cases tried in Polk County, for
there the Ku Klux Klan dominates,
there Fred Bass has influence: the same
Fred Bass who knew Frank Norman,
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another labor leader murdered by the
Klan.

The fact is that the three police-
Klansmen in Tampa are on the de-
fensive. The move to transfer the trial
to Fred Bass’ bailiwick is an indica-
tion that the defense is no longer sure
that political pull or the mere formal-
ity of a trial will assure an acquittal.
William Green, president of the A. F.
of L., has demanded a- fair and impar-
tial trial. Pressure grows, not only
from workers and liberals in Tampa
but throughout America that floggers
and terrorists turned murderers should
be prosecuted to the full extent of the
law. The Southern ruling class—and
their hired floggers—feel the wrath of
the masses of people in the South and
in other sections who demand con-
viction of the guilty.

From Heywood Broun
IRCUMSTANCES have pre-

vented Heywood Broun, President
of the American Newspaper Guild,
from sending his contribution to this
issue in time for publication. In its
absence he has sent us the following
communication :

“One of the things which have held
back the organization of white-collar
workers has been the phrase itself.
However sound it may be from an eco-
nomic standpoint to distinguish work-
ers of hand and brain, it is idle to
accentuate such differences within the
trade-union movement. It seems to me
that one plays into the hands of the
craft unionists when he begins to deal
with such phrases as white-collar work-
ers. The Newspaper Guild has learned
both in Newark and Milwaukee that
it needs and wants support on the
broadest possible mass front. White-
collar strikes are seldom if ever won
until the white collar is forgotten.

“In the beginning newspapermen
were told that they should not organ-
1ze because they were all geniuses and
highly individualistic. That attitude
went by the board. But there re-
mained the belief that newspaper work,
although a craft, was so highly special
that it could not fit into organizational
forms. The truth of the matter is that
a very large portion ‘of newspaper
work is routine. The craft needs both
skilled and unskilled workers. It be-
longs essentially within the ranks of in-
dustrial unionism. When newspaper
plants are organized vertically we shall
all have forgotten that useless and
snooty phrase, white-collar workers.”
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Middle Class

HE RISE of political reaction in this

country can be traced to the deter-

mination of the big bankers and in-
dustrialists to divert mass discontent into safe
channels and to harness the rebellious energy
- of the American people to their own selfish
ends. We see the first signs of fascist move-
ments whose aim is to convince the middle
class groups that their real foe is not mo-
nopoly capitalism but labor. The argument
is made that if the workers were forced
down to lower living standards, then the
poverty-stricken sections of the middle class
would again be prosperous. Reaction poses
as the friend of the middle class, and de-
liberately makes appeals to every ingrown
prejudice and stimulates every illusion, in
thé hope of turning them away from their
own true interests. The monopolists who

own and rule this country try to pit the,

middle class against labor by claiming that
it is the cost of relief which makes taxes so
high. They try to create antagonisms among
the farmers by saying that it is union labor
which is responsible for the high prices of
manufactured products. And at the same
time they blame the high cost of living on
the farmers so as to make the workers feel
that it is the farmer who benefits from high
food prices.

Thus, the beerty League—the center ‘of
organized reaction in the United States—
poses as the friend of the worker, farmer
and the city middle-class person by alter-
nately blaming the misery of one upon the
greed of the other. The reactionaries are
making a special drive to line up the middle
class behind their program. They pose as
the apostles of all middle-class virtues. They
center their appeals around the defense of
liberty, democracy and small property. They
urge a crusade against the “tyranny” of the
labor unions which, they claim, is encouraged
by the Roosevelt administration. The Lib-
erty Leaguers conceal from their middle-
class audiences that it is the monopolies and
big banks which are responsible for their
present conditions. It was the Liberty
Leaguers, as the heads of the big trusts, who
threw thousands of technicians and office
personnel into the streets. It was they who
foreclosed on mortgages, and drove the small
business man into bankruptcy.

Instead, the Al Smiths and the other
spokesmen of the Liberty League place the
responsibility on “the communistic features”
of the New Deal. Through this tactic, re-
actionaries hope to cash in on the natural
resentment of the people against the New
Deal, and use it to defeat Roosevelt. At
the same time, they hope to blacken Com-
munism with the failures of the Adminis-
tration and make it the scapegoat for every
evil.

NEW MASSES

and a Farmer-Labor Party

DAVID RAMSEY

Roosevelt also makes special appeals to
the middle class. He proclaims himself as
a follower of ‘“the middle way,” and uses
many slogans against the vices of “entrenched
greed” taken from the arsenal of the pro-
gressive revolt against the trusts at the be-
ginning of this century. The administration
even has a wing composed of middle-class in-
tellectuals, like Tugwell, who have as their
special function the job of convincing middle-
class people that the New Deal is their
program and that Roosevelt is fighting for
their aspirations.

Can the distressed sections of the middle
class gain anything from following the lead
of the Liberty League? One of the Lib-
erty League’s primary objectives is to cur-
tail free speech and destroy civil liberties,
those traditional middle-class ideals. It is
the ally of Hearst, who is carrying on an
offensive against teachers and educators with
the aim of coordinating all cultural and
educational activity along the lines laid down
by the Nazis. This would involve the de-
struction of the present school system, it
would throw tens of thousands of school
teachers out of employment.

The Liberty Leaguers carry on bitter at-
tacks against all militant middle-class organ-
izations, like the American Newspaper Guild,
for attempting to better the conditions of
working journalists. When it clamors for a
balanced budget the Liberty League' has in
mind cutting off all relief, including the
pittance now given to those professionals and
intellectuals on W.P.A. projects. In their
efforts to organize the decay of American
capitalism, the Liberty Leaguers plan to
lower the living standards of 90 percent of
the population. If carried out, this would
mean ruin for hundreds of thousands of
middle-class people whose functional skills
can be utilized only in a society enjoying a
high standard of living. The goal of the
Liberty League is the destruction of every-
thing which these middle-class people desire
from society.

Have these middle-class people anything
to gain from following Roosevelt for another
four years? The experiences of the New
Deal provide a conclusive answer. The
New Deal speeded up the process of trusti-
fication and brought on the bankruptcy of
thousands of small merchants and shop-
keepers. It did little or nothing to protect
the small farmer from losing his land. Only
a fraction of the unemployed intellectuals
and professionals were given relief jobs. The
latter have learned from bitter experience
that the government does not make any
subtle distinctions between white collars and
denim overalls in its attacks on relief stand-
ards and in the imposition of humiliating
conditions for relief applicants.

Does this mean that the average middle-
class person can do nothing but vote for a
Republican candidate as a protest against the
New Deal, or stay home on election day as
a protest against both old parties? To take
either of these two courses would mean play-
ing the game of the rulers. That is their
hope. They want not only middle-class peo-
ple but also the workers to go through the

old fruitless procedure of voting for the

outs and voting against the ins. Both old
parties have the same goal—preserving Amer-
ican capitalism. They may sometimes differ
on tactics, but they both agree that it is
the people who must pay for all the eco-
nomic and social costs of the crisis.

OWEVER, there is an alternative for

these middle-class people. A movement
is under way which fights for all those whe
have got a raw deal from capitalism. This
is the movement to build a Farmer-Labor
Party as the political instrument for stop-
ping the advance of reaction and for better-
ing the economic conditions of the masses of
people. The Farmer-Labor Party movement
has not arisen from the speculations of a few
radicals. It has developed out of the life-
needs of the American people. It represents
a breakaway from the old capitalist parties
and to some extent is based upon the recog-
nition that capitalism is dying.

Such a Farmer-Labor Party would be a
fighting alliance of workers, farmers and
city middle-class groups. It would champion
their common interests and work to carry
out a program to meet all their economic,
social and political needs. All those who
have to bear the burdens of the crisis can
unite in such a party for the joint defense
of their own immediate interests. The
Farmer-Labor Party would be composed of
the trade unions, of farm organizations, of
organizations of middle-class groups and the
unemployed, and would include the Com-
munists, Socialists, and liberals and progres-
sives of every shading. Such a coalition
party would be the political expression of
a wide peoples’ front against reaction and its
plans for war.

A Farmer-Labor Party would inherit the
best traditions of the middle-class revolt
against monopoly capitalism. It would strug-
gle for those very ideals which make up the
so-called American dream: greater economic
security, a peaceful world, and the develop-
ment of a higher civilization. It would fight
for those democratic rights which have al-
ways loomed large in the middle-class mind.
It would fight against the enemy of the op-
pressed sections of the middle class—the big
bankers and industrialists. If the fight
against Wall Street is to be successful this
time, if reaction is to be curbed, then the
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old fight of the middle class must be carried
out in common alliance with the working
class. i

The middle class has much to gain from
such a movement. The Farmer-Labor Party
would lead the struggle for higher salaries,
and for social, old age and unemployment
insurance for everyone. It would work to
expand the educational system so that all
teachers could have jobs. It would attempt
to increase all social services, so that unem-
ployed doctors and other professionals could
earn a livelihood and at the same time give
humanity the benefits of their skill. It would
work for the eradication of slums, for the
building of libraries, for the construction of
playgrounds, so that the architects could do
the work which their training fitted them for
and not collect nickels in subway stations.
It would open up the closed factories, so
that technicians and the lower ranks of the
managerial personnel could find jobs again.
It would protect the home of the small man.
It would fight to get fair prices for the far-
mers and would protect them from the mort-
gage sharks and loan banks.

This is a program which the American
people need. It is a program and a party
around which millions can be rallied for im-
mediate struggles, whatever their differences
on questions concerning the abolition of cap-
italism -and the building of a new social
-order.

Many people think that such a party is
desirable, but do not believe that the leading
role must be played by labor. But no other
class can have the leading post in the anti-
capitalist movement. Working-class leader-
ship arises out of the very structure of cap-
italism. The middle class consists of hetero-
geneous units having antagonistic economic
interests. There is a wide gulf between the
propertiless members of the lower middle
class and the higher salaried personnel, be-
tween the rich farmer and the poor farmer,
between the well-to-do manufacturer and
the small shopkeeper.

The vacillating character of the middle

class results from this disunity of interests.
Its upper layers are in contact with the big
«capitalists; they are their main social and
political props. The lower layers are being
proletarianized and thrust down into the
ranks of the working class. Their interests
dovetail with those of the workers. Conse-
quently, there is no basis for joint action by
middle-class groups, since the interests of
one are opposed to the interests of the other.
They must follow the lead of the capital-
ists, or join with the workers in a common
fight against the capitalists. The working
class is the largest group in American so-
ciety, comprising about three-quarters of all
those gainfully employed. It has a homo-
geneity of interests and a latent strength
which makes it the most powerful force in
the struggle against capitalism.

Unless labor plays the leading role there
cannot be a successful fight against the threat
of fascism. No movement which is not based
on the working class can hope to challenge

.capitulate to the threats of Hearst.

l

the supremacy of the capitalists. Certain
middle-class spokesmen, like Stuart Chase,

‘have developed the idea that it is the middle

class which should lead the fight against cap-
italism. But since no middle-class group has
interests identical with another group, they
cannot lead themselves, let alone lead a peo-
ple’s movement. The independent role of the
middle class can exist only in the imagina-
tion of certain intellectuals. The theory,
when carried out in practice, gives the big
capitalists the opportunity of mobilizing the
middle class as fascist shock-troops against
labor.

In all countries, the capitalists and their
spokesmen play up the concept of the dom-
inant role of the middle class. They do so
to keep those sections of the middle class
which are the natural allies of the workers
from joining an anti-capitalist alliance and
in this way they build up a mass basis for
fascism. Some liberals and Socialists believe
that fascism is a middle-class dictatorship.
It is nothing of the sort. In Germany the
middle classes form the main social basis of
fascism. The character and aims of the fas-
cist dictatorship, however, are not middle-
class, but capitalistic. Fascism is the open
dictatorship of big business; the fight must
be against the capitalists, not against those
members of the middle class whom they dupe
and who do their dirty work.

The Farmer-Labor movement in this coun-
try has already caused much discussion among
middle-class groups. The most prevalent at-
titude is that of the large group of liberals
which supports the Roosevelt administration.
They admit the New Deal has brought no
benefits to the American people, but they
claim that if Roosevelt were defeated it
would open the way for triumphant re-
action. Advocates of the lesser evil, they
prefer Roosevelt because he is a smaller dose
of poison than a Liberty League candidate.
These people have given the Administration
a blank check of approval, thus making it
easier for Roosevelt to give way to the
pressure of the reactionaries.

A second school of liberal opinion realizes
the necessity for a Farmer-Labor Party, but
tries to exclude Communists from the move-
ment. The inclusion of the Communists,
however, is the best guarantee that the Far-
mer-Labor Party would really be a fighting
coalition of all who are sincerely opposed to
reaction. Keeping the Communists out of
the movement would mean accepting the red-
baiting attitude of Hearst and the Liberty
League. The Communists are rooted deep in
the labor movement and when the trade
unions participate in a Farmer-Labor Party
there will be Communists working there.
The real issue is that these people can either
work with the Communists for the best in-
terests of the American people, or they can
In the
latter event, after the reactionaries have at-
tacked the Communists, they would then go
on to attack Socialists, liberals and even old-
fashioned progressives.

A third group has come to the conclusion

11

that nothing short of an alliance between
middle-class liberals and progressives, farmers
and trade unionists, Socialists and Commu-
nists, can keep fascism from triumphing in
this country. Their attitude to the Farmer-
Labor Party is similar to the Communist
concept of a people’s front against fascism
and war. It has already been advocated by
the liberal weeklies and is making headway
throughout liberal ranks.

Many people who think that a Farmer-
Labor Party is necessary in the United
States, are still not convinced that such a
party is needed in 1936. They maintain that
the Farmer-Labor Party would merely en-
sure victory for the Republicans. But Roose-
velt has given in to reactionary pressure on
every point. To re-elect him would only give
him more leeway to arrange a four-year
“truce” which would benefit big business.

The main hope of checking the drive of
reaction is through a Farmer-Labor Party.
It would not only take voters away from the
Democratic Party but it would draw heavily
from the ranks of the Republicans. Roosevelt
cannot hope to win the support of those who
are disillusioned with the New Deal. But
the Farmer-Labor Party, by giving these
people the opportunity to cast a solid vote
against reaction, would weaken the Repub-
lican candidate.

A Farmer-Labor Party could lighten the
burden of taxes. It could defend the people
against fascism. It could work for the main-
tenance of peace throughout the world. But
it could not stop the decay of the capitalist
order. The only ultimate solution for the
crisis of the capitalist system is Communism.
A Farmer-Labor Party would be a step in
this direction. It would educate the
American people in the fundamental les-
sons of the class struggle. And from this
school of experience they would graduate
into the ranks of the revolutionary move-
ment.

Just as Communism is the only ulti-
mate solution for capitalist anarchy, so is it
the only solution for the problems of middle-
class people. The Webbs in their two monu-
mental volumes have given eloquent testi-
mony to this fact and have shown that in
the Soviet Union the intellectuals, the pro-
fessionals and the small man are not frus-
trated by the chains of capitalist relations,
but realize all their creative potentialities.

But at the moment the important job is
to organize all those who stand for peace,
progress and economic betterment into the
ranks of the Farmer-Labor Party. Middle-
class people, especially in small towns, can
play a very important role in building the
movement, both as individuals and as mem-
bers of fraternal and political organizations.
Especially are the farmers important as a
basic component of this coalition of all those
who toil by hand or brain. The best answer
to those who claim that American middle-
class people are the hopeless victims of cap-
italist deception is for the majority of the
middle class to endorse and support the
Farmer-Labor Party.
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United Action for Social Security

(yw ECOVERY” without security is
the present experience in Amer-
ica. On March 4 the Secretary

of Commerce issued in Washington a statis-
tical table. Its purpose, as described in The
New York Times, was “to support his con-
tention of broad business recovery in three
years of the Roosevelt Administration.”
Compared with 1923-25, industrial produc-
tion was at 99, and factory employment only
85, showing apparently increased produc-
tivity, i.e., increased speed-up, for the av-
erage worker. Factory payrolls, however,
" were at 72.2, and cash income from farm
marketings, excluding benefit payments, was
at 69, compared with the average in the
five years ending in 1929. Profits from
utilities were at 88.7, but freight-car load-
ings, indicating actual marketing of products
were at 70, and contracts for building homes
at only 25. As production and profits in-
crease, the measures of insecurity are under-
scored. Reemployment does not keep pace
with production; earnings are not advanced
in ‘proportion to prices; homes are not being
constructed; and in general unemployment
and lowered standards of living characterize
the economic situation.

The insecurity of the working class is
further emphasized by the drive of big bus-
iness against trade-union organization. If
employed workers strike to prevent further
wage-cuts or to advance present rates, their
lack of reserves undermines their power of
endurance in a strike; and from the masses
of unemployed are drawn unwilling strike-
breakers, while all the apparatus of the
blacklist and discrimination against workers
for trade-union activities is put into opera-
tion.

The hoped-for programs of social insur-
ance and relief are proving to be will-o’-
the-wisps. States and municipalities are un-
able to carry the load of cash relief turned
back to them by the federal government.
Works projects are curtailed. The federal
budget is to have only a postscript for re-
lief expenditures. The social-insurance pro-
gram leaves many occupations uncovered,
even in the theory of the present act, and
only a small group of states have as yet
enacted laws to match the federal act. That
is to say, the federal taxes upon payrolls
have already become operative, but no ben-
efits can be paid to the unemployed until
state legislation provides the machinery for
the payment of benefits to those who may
lose their jobs after the period of two years
when “reserves” are being built.

Supreme Court decisions declare against
the right of the federal government to pre-
scribe wages, hours and working conditions
for industrial workers; or to make benefit

MARY VAN KLEECK

payments to farmers. For youth, neither
jobs nor cash payments are made available.
For the aged, no adequate program of pen-
sions has been enacted; the federal law de-
pends upon state legislation, as in other
parts of the so-called Social Security Act.

Even more clearly than at the lowest point
in the economic crisis; insecurity is revealed
as the common problem of the people, call-
ing for united action by all of them—
farmers, industrial workers, professional and
white-collar workers, youth and housewives.
Small businessmen and the self-employed
share with all these other groups the un-
certainty of tomorrow’s means of livelihood.

Out of the economic situation and the
revelation of the inadequacies of all the
promises of the New Deal emerge the out-
lines of a program of united action which
finds its coordinating center in the one ob-
jective of finding security. On the one
hand this is a program calling for legislation
or governmental action, and on the other
it demands organization of special groups
working together for a common objective.

The legislative program of today is char-
acterized by the definiteness of the proposals
put forward in legislation, as compared with
the mere set-up of tentative principles two
or three years ago.

‘In the newly-drawn Workers’ Social In-
surance Bill (introduced into the Senate by
Senator Frazier as S. 3475, and into the
House by Congressman Lundeen as H.R.
0680) the earlier draft of the Lundeen Bill
has matured and developed into a compre-
hensive program of social insurance embody-
ing all branches of insurance and putting
forward basic principles of taxation for social
purposes. It sharply contrasts with the
Social Security Act, in that it calls for a
pay-as-you-go plan on a federal basis, com-
pensating all workers for unemployment out
of general taxation, while setting up as a
principle the plan of augmenting available
funds through higher income taxes for in-
dividuals and through taxing the accumu-
lated surpluses of corporations. The Social
Security Act, in contrast, sets up only the
machinery of federal taxation, which is not
in reality a charge upon the federal govern-
ment, but only a burden upon payrolls and
upon consumers, while only through state
legislation varying from state to state do any
benefits become available for the unemployed.
The new proposals for taxation touch only
future corporation surpluses and not past
accumulations. Nor do they propose higher
individual income taxes. The whole vital
subject of health insurance was left out of
the social-security program, but is included
in the Frazier-Lundeen Bill. In addition,
that bill sets up for the first time in any

country an adequate social-insurance plan
for the self-employed, including small busi-
nessmen and professional workers who re-
ceive no salary. The aged are covered in
a federal pension plan. Youth is included
in the provisions for paying unemployment
insurance to all who are available for work
but unable to obtain it.

The immediate needs for relief are elabo-
rated in the Marcantonio Relief Bill (H.R.
11186) put forward by joint action of the
National Unemployment Council and the
Workers’ Alliance, and drawn at their re-
quest by a committee of the Inter-Profes-
sional Association. It calls for immediate
provision for cash relief and for continuance
of works projects, combined with the set-
ting up of standards for relief, which .is
wholly new in governmental relief programs
in the United States. In the American
Youth Act the demands of young men and
women have been formulated, with pro-
vision for the opportunity to carry on their
education with the assistance from federal
funds, together with a plan for employment.

The formulation of these legislative pro-
grams is in itself the result of the develop-
ment of organizations aiming to secure ac-
tion. Various professional groups are under-
taking the task of economic protection in
their own vocations. The Inter-Professional
Association at the recent convention in
Woashington established itself as a center for
united action by all these groups in formu-
lating and promoting legislative programs
for social insurance, relief and the preserva-
tion of civil liberties. The American Youth
Congress and the now unified American Stu-
dent Union give organizational form to the
demands of students and young men and
women as they come out from the schools
and colleges. These organized groups in
the professions serve as rallying points for
the middle class as a whole, looking toward
new support for the industrial workers and
farmers in their organizations. Out of the
possibilities of this cooperation of professional
workers and the middle class with all work-
ers, America is beginning to sense the possi-
bility of an effective struggle against fascism.

The whole movement in the United States
for security, however, is weak in comparison
with the tremendous need for effective ac-
tion. It is stronger for securing their ful-
fillment. In every profession those concerned
with economic protection constitute only a
very small minority. Professional workers
as a whole remain indifferent to the needs
for common action. The great majority are
either hostile or unthinking in their attitude
toward the struggles of the trade unions and
the farmers. Indifferent and disillusioned in
their attitude toward political parties, pro-
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fessional workers and the middle class are
nevertheless drifting toward a national elec-
tion without conscious efforts to promote the
organization of a national Farmer-Labor
Party.

Moreover, the programs which have been
described all center in provisions for mere
compensation for insecurity. Except as they
stimulate and coordinate organized action
by workers in all occupations, they do not
touch the essential elements of a program
for 'security. Basically this calls for the
development of a planned economy founded
upon the maximum utilization of America’s
productive capacity.

It is clear that floods and dust storms
are not “‘acts of God,” but evidences of the
ruthless exploitation of the forests under pri-
vate ownership, and the pressure upon the
farmer of debts, mortgages and the dispro-
portion between agricultural and industrial
prices, which force upon him the wasteful
cultivation of the soil. The recovery figures
quoted at the beginning of this article, with

the pitifully inadequate provision for con-
struction of new homes and the low level of
factory payrolls, compared with industrial
production, are symptoms of problems which
lie too deep for remedy through social insur-
ance or relief. They are the evidence of
inevitable chaos. They pose for professional
workers and the middle class the need to
study what is involved in a planned utiliza-
tion of America’s productive capacity.
The beginnings of planning for social se-
curity were made by a committee of profes-
sional workers and technicians, in prepara-
tion for the conference of the International
Industrial Relations Institute held in New
York in November, 1934. The results were
published under the title On Economic
Planning. The work was important as in-
dicating the logical conclusions to be drawn
from technicians’ study of the reasons for
the blocking of their own professions. As
the result of the work of this group, the
conclusion was drawn that only by assuming
socialization of production could a planned
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economy be envisaged as a reality for
America.

It is time to rally professional workers
once again to a many-sided analysis of the
present maximum productive capacity of
America, assuming as a prerequisite the
socialization of all industrial processes. Such
study is essential to supplement the immedi-
ate activity centering around social insurance
and relief. Otherwise, the objective of secur-
ity becomes an illusion. It is possible to
conceive of stability based on low standards
of living. Indeed, this is the program of
fascism. Social security for America de-
mands the maximum utilization of its pro-
ductive capacity. As legislative programs for
relief and social insurance have become more
definite within the past few months, similar
definiteness is needed in an analysis of the
American economy and its potentialities.
United action for social security in its real
sense can command the alliance of all work-
ers, and is indeed the basis for unity in
America against both war and fascism.

Middle Class and War

ANY of my generation, surely, will
) remember as vividly as I do a cer-

tain New Republic editorial which
appeared soon after Woodrow Wilson had
declared war on Germany. It was titled,
“Who Willed the War?” and if the Mu-
seum of Capitalist Decadence is still func-
tioning at Commonwealth College in Arkan-
sas, I would recommend that they post this
famous editorial in a conspicuous place in
their Chamber of Intellectual Horrors.

Today a great many respectable Americans
know and say openly that it was J. P. Mor-
gan and other bankers who willed America’s
entry into the first world war. In 1917,
however, only working-class Socialists, an-
archists and IL.W.W. were keen and bold
enough to say this. Twenty years in Leaven-
worth was the reward usually received from
the government for such untimely brilliance.
The official theory then was that the Amer-
ican people had willed the war.

But The New Republic group of liberal
intellectuals, led by Walter Lippmann, then
a suave young Harvard genius just embark-
ing upon his remarkable career of oppor-
tunism, differed both with the Department
of Justice theorists and the Marxians as to
who had willed the war.

Soon after war was declared, and at a
moment when all the pacifist and working-
class anti-war groups were plunged in gloom
and confusion, that famous New Republic
editorial appeared. It was lyric in tone, a
paean of triumph; a long, collective editorial
that threw its collegiate mortarboard in the
air and leaped joyously around the inspiring:
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conflagration of a world war. It crowed and
sniggered, it was drunk with excitement, this
manifesto of our best liberal minds; and it
shocked the rest of us as much as if a re-
spected grandmother were suddenly to turn
public prostitute.

For The New Republic group, reflecting
as they did the mind of thousands of college
professors, businessmen, lawyers and other
middle-class people, did not regard America’s
entrance into the war as a calamity, but as
a glorious victory for justice and liberalism.

More than. that; they esteemed it as a
victory for their own liberal group, a demon-
stration that liberals ruled the nation. It was
not the bankers who had willed the war,
they said, nor had the American people
willed it. No, they exulted fiercely, it was
the small and chosen minority of liberal in-
tellectuals who had willed the war!

Looking back more calmly at the period
and trying to understand it without nausea
and contempt, one' sees that within certain
limits, The New Republic was right. Cap-
italist interests cannot carry on a war,
any more than they can set up a fascist
regime, without first finding a mass base.
Their fertile soil seems to be somewhere in
the middle class, in war as in fascism and for
much the same causes. But how can they
win these middle-class masses? Bankers, as
is notorious, have no brains out of their
counting-houses. Furthermore, they are uni-
versally distrusted and must work under the
rose. They need demagogues, ideologists,
press agents to be their front-men. And they
find these in sufficient plenty among the in-

tellectuals, sad to state; since certain intel-
lectuals know the democratic shibboleths that
win the mass and are therefore more effective
than a conservative intellectual.

So one finds that “great” liberal, George
Creel, heading America's propaganda bureau,
with a large staff of certain intellectuals, in-
cluding Ernest Poole, Norman Matson and
others (they prided themselves on carrying
Socialist cards and boring from within). It
was these noble souls who spread the horrible
atrocity lies that whipped up the war and
lynch spirit of the American people. They
entered government bureaus in Washington
by the hundreds and wrote articles hailing
the control by government over war mate-
rials as a step to socialism, much as Musso-
lini is now calling his own war preparations
a form of socialism.

Yes, the liberal intellectuals flocked to
war-time Woashington enthusiastically, just
as they did in the early days of the N.R.A.;
there 'was much the same atmosphere of
goofy optimism and opportunistic rationaliza-
tion. And they succeeded in selling the war
to the middle class.

These “liberal” intellectuals proved to be
the bell-wethers who led the lower middle
class into the war. Some of them even suf-
fered delusions of grandeur and believed that
they had “willed the war.” One can grow
indignant about them and it is true that they
were and are a peculiarly venal, cowardly
and will-less lot, on whom Randolph Bourne
wrote a sufficient epitaph.

What I should like to examine for the
moment, however, are the conditions that
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make some middle-class people so susceptible
to war-mongering by the trained-seal intel-
lectuals. It is a universal phenomenon that
can be observed in every land. The most
striking example in recent history was seen
in the early days of the Russian Revolution,
in the bourgeois phase of Miliukov and
Kerensky. During this period the Russian
people were split into two camps; the capital-
ists, on one hand, were grouped in a strange
united front with certain liberals and
Socialist intellectuals, to demand that Russia
go on with the imperialist war. On the

other side were the workers and peasants, -

deeply and completely sick of the war. A
minority of Socialist intellectuals and work-
ers, headed by Lenin, had fought the war
_from its beginning and were finally given
power by the Russian masses in order to end
the war.

The capitalists and bankers would obvi-
ously have profited if Russia could have
seized Constantinople and a sea-lane to Eu-
rope for trading and empire, but what could
the liberal intellectuals have gained? Yet
some among them shrieked at Lenin as a
German spy and flocked into the White
Guard armies to fight workers and peasants
who refused to go on with the unholy war.

Another example, which I take from an
interesting study by two careful and authori-
tative Soviet students, titled Militarism and
Fascism in Japan.

The desperate militarism and imperialism
of Japan is one of the major factors in the
coming of a new world war. But who sup-
ports the bankers and generals of Japan in
their mad adventure; what is the mass base?

The most serious base, quantitatively speaking
[say the authors Tanin and Yohan], that Japan’s
reactionary chauvinist organizations have made
for themselves has been among the city petty
bourgeoisie: the owners of small shops, small
tradespeople, artisans employing a few appren-
tices, clerks, petty officials and young officers com-
ing from these milieux, students, representatives
of the “free professions,” etc.

It would be erroneous to think that the reaction-
ary chauvinist organizations have complete sway
uver these elements, however—the revolution also
has adherents in these circles. . . .

But the crisis, which works havoc in these
strata of society and breeds hatred of finance cap-
ital along with fear of the revolution, impels
large groups to take extreme positions. These
intermediate strata, conservative in their ideology
and looking backward rather than forward even
when they feel present conditions to be intoler-
able, are fruitful soil for the reactionary dema-
gogues.

There is no political stability here; there is
only the tendency to fling themselves from one
extreme to the other again and again. They are
afraid of the militarists and the bureaucracy, but
are an easy prey to the reactionary demagogy,
because they are frightened by tales of the hor-
rors they might expect from revolution and have
allowed their heads to be turned by rainbow per-
spectives which await Japan when it seizes Man-
churia, Shanghai, the Soviet Far East, etc. They
believe faithfully there is no way out of their
crisis but war and see in the army the only force
—s0 eagerly awaited by them—which is “inde-
pendent of finance capital” and at the same time
capable of combating the social revolution.

Among the workers and the great mass of the

peasantry not a single one of the reactionary
chauvinist organizations has succeeded in estab-
lishing anything like a base.

In other words, the crisis-crippled lower
middle class of Japan has been led to be-
lieve, by army ‘“Socialist” and Lippmann-
like demagogues, that the Japanese army is
something separate from Japanese finance-
capitalism and that war and imperialist con-
quest will usher in a new paradise for them,
better than anything that a revolution could
bring them.

In an exchange of letters last year with
Sigmund Freud on the causes of war, Albert
Einstein said, among other things:

Is it possible to control man’s mental evolution
so as to make him proof against the psychoses of
hate and destructiveness? Here I am thinking
by no means only of the so-called uncultured
masses. Experience shows that it is rather the
so-called “intelligentsia” that is most apt to yield
to these disastrous collective suggestions, since
the intellectual has no contact with life in the
raw, but encounters it in its easiest, synthetic
form—upon the printed page.

Professor Einstein, like many worthy paci-
fists, here makes the mistake of regarding
war as due only to psychological forces—as
an animal atavism in human nature. No

doubt this is an important factor in the con-.

duct of wars, once they have been started by
those who profit by them. But why do these
same ‘‘atavistic” middle-class intelligentsia
shudder so much at the “horror” of a revo-
lution and rush so eagerly into a world war?

I think the answer is, that the lower mid-
dle class is led by the bell-wether dema-
gogues to expect many - advantages to itself
from a war and none from a revolution.

In the first honeymoon stages of the war
sections of the middle class: are enthusiastic.
Some of their sons fill the officer camps
and savor the sweet illusion of power
over the anonymous mass of working-class
privates. There is always, too, a business
boom during this period; prices rise, little
factories are commandeered and earn enor-
mous profits, all kinds of government jobs
are opened to the middle-class jobless.

Finance capital needs the lower middle
class badly during a war, as during the
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establishment of a fascist regime, and it
throws many a sop, both oratorical and real,
to this large and important group.

But it is after the war that the piper
must be paid and that the middle class wakes
up to find that far from “making the world
safe for democracy,” or “making England a
land fit for heroes to live in,” it has ruined
itself.

The late world war resulted in an inflation
in Germany that wiped out the lower middle
class there as effectively as if French bombers
had erased their cities. A world depression
followed that created, in England, millions
of the so-called “new poor,” middle-class
people robbed by finance capital of their sav-
ings and incomes. France, too, has felt the
crisis; and Italy, Japan and America. What
did our own lower middle class finally gain
from our entry into the war? A soldier’s
bonus for some and a place on the relief
rolls for most. Not even an unsuccessful
revolution in America would have lowered
the living standard of the lower middle class
as did the late war.

Will things be as easy for the Wall Street
bell-wethers as in the last crusade? No, 1
believe, for millions of lower middle-class
people have become proletarianized during
six years of the present crisis. They have
become as cynical as most exploited workers
have generally been about upper-class chau-
vinist rhetoric. A starving man doesn’t leap
to arms when a Wall Street bugler tells him
to make the world safe for democracy. In-
stead, he is apt to growl, “Why in hell
haven’t you first made the world safe for
me and my kind?”

Living in this inferno of unemployment,
a deadly, gray, unheroic world of torture
that kills as surely as any war, the American
lower middle class is beginning to lose its
fear of revolution. They know it is better
than what is happening today in millions of
American farms and tenement houses. Many
of these people have lost all illusion of ever
again making a bourgeois “career” for them-
selves. Even in such middle-class movements
as the Townsend old-age plan, the Epic
and Utopian movements, one finds a revo-

. lutionary-minded distrust of Wall Street and

its government. No, the Walter Lippmanns
will not find it so easy to “will” another
war for this new American people, scarified
and reforged as they are in the hellish flames
of the crisis.

A people’s revolution is -the logical an-
swer to the small clique of war-makers and
fascists. But the lower middle class formerly
feared such a revolution and this fear, dis-
proved by the developments in the Soviet
Union, has been the nose-ring by which this
great class has been led by its financial mas-
ters into the horror of war and fascism.

Since the middle class has nothing to gain
by another Wall Street war except new
crises of inflation, hunger and unemployment,
it should learn to pick and fight its own
wars. And it is learning and it will amaze
the Morgans and Lippmanns some day,
sooner or later.
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The Minds of the Middle Class

is, in the sense of general ideas. But
within the formal acceptance and unity
of those ideas are separate minds, determined
by different class-economic groupings and in-
terests. The general ideas may find a be-
wildering and conflicting variety of concrete
forms of expression. It is the separate minds
of the middle class that are decisive.
People who speak of the “mind” of the
middle class stress the general ideas of the
class. But most of those ideas are held by
the great majority of Americans still under
traditional influence. The ‘‘classless” ideal
is especially emphasized: Americans are not
class-conscious, there are no classes and the
class struggle is a myth created by the Marx-
ist imagination: hence fundamental social
change must come from ‘“classless” action
and ‘“‘national unity.” Yet the people who
preach those ideas contradict themselves:
they speak of a classless America while in-
sisting that there is a middle class (or
classes) in between labor and capital which
refuses allegiance to either. And they are,
moreover, contradicted by American history
and the economic set-up of today.

- American consciousness has been strongly
influenced by the classless ideal. But is the
classless approach to American history pro-
ductive of real understanding? Historians
are increasingly, if in a mechanical and lim-
ited fashion, applying the class-approach to
our history. The Founding Fathers were
keenly aware of the existence of classes and
class struggles, and they formulated policy
accordingly. Was the American Revolution
classless? It was a struggle of the colonial
bourgeoisie against the British ruling-class,
and the struggle was marked by conflicts
among the colonial classes: upper and lower
middle-class, farmers and artisans. Shays’
Rebellion was a class revolt of small farm-
ers against the dominant bourgeoisie. Jack-
sonian democracy rallied the Western farm-
ers against the industrial, commercial and
financial bourgeoisie. The Civil War was
a class struggle of the Southern slavehold-
ing class and the Northern bourgeoisie and
Western farmers. Populism was an agra-
rian class-movement, partly supported by the
workers and lower middle class in the towns.
Unionism meant the emergence of labor as
a class, and unions and strikes are a mani-
festation of class struggle.

It was in the name of classless democracy
that the middle class waged some of the
sharpest class struggles in American history.

IS THERE a middle-class' mind? There

In spite of its classless mind, the middle

class gave its own peculiar class twist to the
general bourgeois ideals of liberty, ‘equality
and democracy, interpreting them in terms of
widespread ownership of small productive
property as independent means of livelihood.

LEWIS COREY

The middle class, the independent small
farmers and independent small enterprisers
in the towns dominated the America of the
1820’s. But the growth of industry con-
verted the farmers into a constantly smaller
proportion of the population, with the ma-
jority of them eventually becoming properti-
less tenants and farm laborers. And indus-
try itself was increasingly absorbed within
the control of large-scale corporate enterprise.
These developments were aggressively resisted
by the middle class .of small independent
enterprisers, but resistance was overwhelmed
by the onsweep of monopoly capitalism.

Under the impact of these economic
changes the mind of the middle class began
to change. It began to modify its ideals
of economic and political individualism. It
demanded limitation of free competition to
help the small enterpriser and an increase
of state power to realize the same end. It
accepted state capitalism  and imperialism.
And, in addition, the mind of the middle
class was split asunder by a change in the
social-economic composition of the class. The
dwindling remnants of small enterprisers
clung to small property and its ideals,
against monopoly, while an increasing major-
ity of the middle class, the multiplying
groups of salaried employes and profession-
als, had no economic stake in those ideals
and in the struggle against monopoly. Sep-
arate minds began to develop and to clash.

Monopoly capitalism made the aspiration
to ownership increasingly unrealizable and
converted the majority of the American
people into propertiless dependents on the
property of a small minority: today, not
much more than 15 percent of all persons
gainfully occupied secure their livelihood
wholly or mainly from the ownership of
productive property. And monopoly capi-
talism has finally stratified classes (see
table). Nearly three-fifths of the gainfully
occupied are in the working class of wage-
workers. The farmers are a small minority
and half of them are propertiless. Only a
small proportion of the middle class is com-
posed of enterprisers, of businessmen and
independent professionals; the great major-
ity is composed of salaried employes, includ-
ing salaried professionals.

Per- Per-

Class Number cent Number cent
Wage-Workers®..... 5,600,000 44.8 30,250,000 59.3
Farmerst ........... 4,500,000 36.0 7,400,000 14.5
Middle Class **....... 2,300,000 18.4 13,000,000 25.5
Salaried ....... .. 600,000 4.8 10,300,000 20.2
Enterprisers 13.6 2,700,000 5.3
Big Bourgeoisie ..... 100,000 0.8 350,000 0.7

t‘ Including hired farm laborers and salespeople in
stores.

1 Including laborers working on home farms.

** Middle class as usually and broadly defined, in-
cluding all lower-salaried employes and profes-
siona]s who are economically part of the working
class.

Source: Lewis Corey, The Crisis of the Middle Class.

There is still, in the sense of general
ideas, a middle-class mind. But the concrete

forces underlying those ideas create at least
three “minds” in the middle class. There
is the “mind” of the surviving independent
enterprisers: they are, because of their rela-
tion to production, dominated by the idea of
restoring, or at least preserving, the owner-
ship of small productive property. There is
the “mind” of the upper layers of salaried
employes, mainly managerial: they are de-
pendent on monopoly capitalism and accept
and defend all its relations. And there is
the “mind” of the masses of lower-salaried
employes and professionals: it is dominated,
within the limits of the old middle-class
ideals, by their propertiless, dependent condi-
tion, their job consciousness and the per-
formance of functional services.

The masses of lower-salaried employes and
professionals are not economically part of the
middle class, although they may think so be-
cause of tradition. They own no productive
property, they must sell their labor power
on the job (as much as the wage-worker)
in order to live, and their earnings are at
the proletarian level; the final destruction,
by the depression of the 1930’s, of their
employment security and privileges has com-
pletely revealed that the masses of lower-
salaried employes and professionals are a new
proletariat. The old ideological lumber in
their minds must be thrown out, for it was
used to build a house in which they no
longer live. As part of the working class,
lower-salaried, employes and professionals
must form unions, engage in collective bar-
gaining and in strikes, become one with the
labor movement. The middle-class “mind,”
and there are ‘“radicals” who accept this,
deplores unionism and strikes; our answer is
to broaden unionism and strikes to include
lower-salaried employes and professionals, for
that means the growing of an economic back-
bone. Alone, in the struggle to improve
conditions on the job, the masses of lower-
salaried employes and professionals are prac-
tically helpless; within the labor movement
they can be a mighty power.

Destruction of the old middle-class Amer-
ica and transformation of the middle class
itself are results of the change from the
old economic individualism to the new eco-
nomic collectivism. Industry today is domin-
ated by collective forms of economic activity:
individual enterprise is an anachronism,
while all its social relations still prevail.
Monopoly grows more and more powerful,
the state performs more and more economic’
tasks to prevent the collapse of decaying
capitalism. Collectivism is identified with
the high productivity of industry, with its
capacity to produce abundance, an abundance
that threatens to strangle capitalism and
must be “planfully” limited to protect capi-
talist profit: which means that capitalism has
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reached its objective economic limits. At the
same time the objective limits of capitalism
are apparent from another angle: collectivism
is the economic basis of socialism, of collec-
tive ownership of industry and collective ap-
propriation of the fruits of industry.

A crisis is created in the minds of the
middle class by the capitalist and socialist
- aspects of collectivism. Those minds may
cling to an older ideal of individualism, but
individualism now represents merely the free-
dom of the monopoly bourgeoisie and its
state to crush the economic and cultural
individualism of the masses of the people.
All economic changes and class struggles be-
come articulate in the minds of people, in
the realm of social consciousness. What is
happening to the minds of the middle class?

The “mind” of the old middle class of in-
dependent enterprisers is opposed to collec-
_ tivism, capitalist or socialist. But collectivism
and the crushing of small enterprise are in-
controvertible facts. Hence the “mind” of
the old middle class, as it clings to property,
thinks in terms of compromise and survival,
moves toward state capitalism and fascism.
That “mind” sheds all its old progressive
ideals and becomes wholly reactionary.

The “mind” of the upper layers of salaried
employes, mainly managerial, accepts capital-
ist collectivism but categorically rejects so-
cialism. The ideals of the old middle class
were never very real to the new middle class,
for they did not correspond to the hierar-
chical and disciplinary relations of monopoly
capitalism. This class moves easily toward
fascism and its totalitarian state of privilege
and caste erected on the relations of monop-
oly capitalism.

But observe: as independent enterprisers

and upper managerial employes move toward
fascism, they repudiate the old ideals of the
middle class. For fascism is the negation
of liberty, equality and democracy: they
are rejected as against “the laws of na-
ture.” This particular middle-class mind
becomes a cesspool of the most reactionary
ideas, passions and prejudices. It is the di-
rect opposite of the revolutionary mind of
the early middle class: a complete transfor-
mation.

The “mind” of the masses of lower-sal-
aried employes and professionals is forced
to accept capitalist collectivism and it is
wholly congenial to socialism. Not only be-
cause they are exploited by capitalism, not
only because their economic interests identify
them with the working class and socialism,
but because they are functional groups and
their minds are functional minds. The cler-
ical worker, the technician, the professional:
they perform  constructive craft functions
and their minds are shaped accordingly. But
those functions, created by capitalism, are
limited and degraded by capitalism, especially
in the epoch of decline and decay. The
functions are liberated by socialism.

Within the class approach, Communism
makes a functional appeal to the middle
class. It appeals to the functional minds in
the class against the exploiting minds. Com-
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“] want to tell you all how my new integration in Buchmanism cured me of biting my

fingernails.”

munism wages war upon the reactionary ex-
ploiting traits in the middle class and ac-
cepts the progressive functional traits: pre-
cisely as the new socialist society destroys the
one and magnifies the other. For the unity
of manual and mental workers is, in addition
to class unity, a unity of performers of use-
ful functional services animated by the sense
of workmanship which capitalism degrades
and socialism liberates;

People who speak of the “mind” of the
middle class forget the diversity of minds
within the class, the changes in the form
of expression of their ideals, and the clash
of those minds in terms of the attitude to-
ward fundamental social change. They say:
we must win over the middle class with the
ideals it has. But which ideals? The mid-
dle class is rent asunder by antagonistic eco-
nomic interests and the resulting antagonism
of ideals. That was largely ‘the approach
of the old revisionist socialism, which met
its doom in Germany: the approach of re-
formism and gradualism, which forgot the
coming of socialism depends upon the revo-
lutionary struggle for power. It is an ap-
proach that under appropriate conditions,
may become fascism or prepare the way for
fascism.

No social revolution is possible without

revolutionary consciousness. There are many
minds in the middle. class: some must be re-
jected, others transformed by revolutionary
consciousness. That is the answer to fascism,
and the capitalist decline and decay out of
which it arises. That prepares the unity of
the working class of manual and mental
workers in the common struggle for libera-
tion. ‘

And what happens to the minds of the
middle class after the Communist conquest
of power? Socialism liberates all that is pro-
gressive and worth retaining in the minds
and activity of the middle class, as all its
useful functional groups are absorbed in the
community of free workers. The antagonism
within the minds of the middle class is de-
stroyed: the antagonism between their con-
structive and destructive elements, the func-
tional and the exploiting. The classless ideal
becomes a reality, and liberty and equality
are realized in higher forms. Socialism mul-
tiplies the technical, professional and cultu-
ral services now performed by middle-class

- functional groups. The middle-class minds

cease being middle class: in the human civ-
ilization that is socialism, they become hu-
man and universal, moving onward toward
man’s increasing mastery of the world and
of himself.
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Pipers of Reaction

A. B. MAGIL

N FEBRUARY 20, Owen D.

Young, chairman of the board of ]J.

P. Morgan’s General Electric Co.,
chairman of the advisory council of the Na-
tional Broadcasting Co., director of Mr.
Morgan’s and the Messrs. du Ponts’ Gen-
eral Motors Corp., of the German Allge-
meine Electrizitaet Gesellschaft, etc., distin-
guished citizen and man of affairs, turned the
radiant mazda of his mind on the storms
and contentions of our day.

In a speech before an intellectual audience
at Rollins College Mr. Young discussed the
uses and abuses of the radio, pleading for
“the exercise of wise discretion” over the
air.

Freedom of speech for the man whose voice
can be heard a few hundred feet is one thing
[he said]. Freedom of speech for the man
whose voice may be heard around the world
is another. We defend them both and will to
the uttermost, but we cannot be blind to the
increasing dangers of carelessness or intemper-
ance in their use.

Rising to the occasion as befits the chair-
man of the Phi Beta Kappa Foundation, Mr.
Young illuminated his remarks with incan-
descent, if not too apposite, rays out of
Bartlett’s Quotations, revealing himself as a
man of lofty, even though a bit irrelevant,

culture. With formidable memory gems he
castigated the sinners, mentioning by name
Herbert Hoover, Al Smith and Senator Rob-
inson, and appealed even to the President
“for the choice word and the measured
phrase.”

The choice and measured voltage of Mr.
Young’s speech generated widespread favor-
able editorial comment in the better class
of newspapers. It should be noted that even
William Randolph Hearst joined in calling
attention to ‘“the intreasing dangers of care-
lessness or intemperance’” in the use of the
radio by insisting that Earl Browder, gen-
eral secretary of the Communist Party, be
barred from speaking over a Columbia
Broadcasting hookup.

The speech -of Owen D. Young had one
political meaning and only one: the gentle-
man on the Right, the American cousins of
the Thyssens and Krupps who backed Hit-
ler to power, realize that for the present
they have overreached themselves. Al Smith’s
“Washington or Moscow” forensics at the
Liberty League dinner has proved a billion-
dollar boomerang.

Hearst is more of a stench in the nostrils
than ever, and if Hoover’s new ghost-writer
continues to slay the New Deal with epi-
grams, he will just about .guarantee the re-

election of Roosevelt. Hence the timely ser-
mon by the Sunday school superintendent of
the House of Morgan.

But these are days when demagogy is rid-
ing a perennially bull market. Out of the
ashes of the New  Freedom, the American
Plan and Employe-Management Cooperation
arose the phoenix of the New Deal. And
out of its ashes have come forth even more
glamorous birds: Share-Our-Wealth, for ex-
ample, and the National Union for Social
Justice. For though it may be tactically
wise at this time for certain of the right-
winged gentry to put on the dignified broad-
cloth of Owen D. Young, none knows so
well as they how desperately capitalism in
crisis needs the peacock plumage of its live-
lier pipers of reaction.

Undoubtedly, the most persuasive and dan-
gerous of these piping rogues was the late
Huey P. Long. Long had genius and inex-
haustible “drive.” At the time of his death
he had managed to get a stranglehold on the
entire political life of Louisiana, he had a
promising mass movement of national propor-
tions under way in the Share-Our-Wealth
Clubs, he was backed by the leading business-
men of his state and had made important
contacts in Wall Street. Moreover, he was
American to the core—what Sinclair Lewis
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calls a professional Common Man—and his
particular slot-machine utopia was easy to
understand, easy to sloganize and embodied
in easily-swallowed capsule form tradi-
tional American ideals of security and hap-
" piness.

The assassination of Huey Long removed
not only the New Deal’s most troublesome
gadfly, but the only man who seemed to
_have the dimensions and potentialities of an
American Hitler.

Among those who have found the shoes
of Long far too big for them are the Rev.
Gerald L. K. Smith, organizer of the Share-
Our-Wealth Clubs, and Governor Talmadge
of Georgia. The businessmen and practical
politicians who inherited the Long machine
have succeeded in. effectively shelving the
Rev. Smith, while allowing him to let off
steam. The ghost of Share-Our-Wealth
marches on—and will march on so long as
wealth remains the monopoly of a few—but
Share-Our-Wealth as a people’s crusade
against the Saracens of Wall Street died
with Huey Long. :

Talmadge has all of Long’s ambition and
almost none of his ability. His is a simple
mind that thinks with its fist: vigilanteism
personified—and that too is something that
the wearers of dignified broadcloth find use-
ful. Talmadge is a typical product of old-
fashioned aged-in-the-wood Ku Kluxism fer-
menting into modern fascism. He may be
all kinds of a damn fool and a dud as a

national figure, but the things that he stands

for cannot be so easily dismissed. The po-
litical climate that breeds Talmadges is the
climate of incipient fascism.

No wonder both William Randolph Hearst
and the respectable Liberty Leaguers, who
shied away from the radical demagogy of
Huey Long, have taken “His Chain Gang
Excellency” unto their bosoms. Reports per-
sist, from apparently authentic sources, that
the Liberty League came across with $5,000
for Talmadge’s recent ‘“grass roots conven-
tion” in Macon. As for Hearst, his news-
papers have been the chief publicity vehicle
of the Georgia governor. The New York
American gave the “grass roots” rally a two-
column play in 12-point type on page one,
with the headline: “Jeffersonians Adopt Plat-
form.” When Hearst several months ago
proposed the formation of a “Constitutional
Democratic Party,” his first choice for the
Vice-Presidency was Talmadge.

One must admit that Talmadge would be
an ideal choice for a Hearst party. He
proved his mettle in the great textile strike
of 1934, when he not only called out the
militia, but made history as the first gover-
nor in the United States to establish con-
centration camps for strikers. For all of
which the mill owners kicked in without
stint. ' ‘

And Talmadge proved his mettle again
when he staged the “grass roots convention”
of southern “Jeffersonian Democrats” on Jan-
uary 29. As a convention it was a washout
and only 3,500 out of an expected 10,000

showed up, but it was probably the biggest
lynch rally this country has ever seen. With
the rabidly anti-Negro Georgia Woman’s
World setting the ideological tone and Tal-
madge, snarling forelock—a bit Hitleresque—
red suspenders and all, sounding the keynote
in a tirade against the “Communist” New
Deal, all that was necessary was to change
the word “Negro” to “Jew,” and it might
have happened not here, but over there—in
Nazi Germany.

And among these “Jeffersonian” storm-
troopers was the shining knight of share-the-
wealthism, the Rev. Gerald L.. K. Smith.
His program is at the opposite pole of Tal-
madge’s—but what’s in a program?

In his first year and a half in office Tal-
madge pardoned or paroled more than 1,000
prisoners, from petty thieves to murderers
with long prison records. Among those
pardoned was not Angelo Herndon.

With Huey Long out of the picture and
the Talmadge boom very much of a bust,
the only reactionary piper .with a mass fol-
lowing is Father Coughlin. Like Talmadge,
Coughlin flirted with Long during his life-
time, but the radio priests’s political alli-
ances are notoriously unstable. There is one
man, however, with whom ‘he appears over
the course of years to have maintained close
relations: William Randolph Hearst. (The
semi-fascist demagogues of both the “left”
and right seem to find in Hearstism a com-
mon meeting ground.) Though Coughlin
and Hearst differ on some questions, they
see eye to eye on a sufficient number of
basic issues (Red-baiting, hatred of the So-
viet Union, opposition to organized labor,
extreme national chauvinism, sympathy for
Hitler and Mussolini) to ‘have made close
collaboration possible.

Coughlin’s great asset is, of course, his
radio following. Here he is supreme. He
has undoubtedly the largest regular radio
audience in the world, numbering millions of
listeners every Sunday. Those who may be
disposed to think that Coughlin has shot his
bolt might well ponder these facts: he has
expanded his independent national network
and is now heard from coast to coast and
from Canada to the Gulf; he has just
launched a national weekly newspaper, called
Social Justice; and he is converting his radio
lobby into a mass political organization
through the formation of units of his Na-
tional' Union for Social Justice.

It is significant that Long, Talmadge and
Coughlin have made their appeal largely
to middle-class emotions, and have found
their strongest support among farmers and
middle-class people. Long had to fight for
industrial New Orleans and never really
conquered it. Talmadge likewise is in the
camp of the enemy when he enters-Atlanta.

In the case of Father Coughlin the lines
are not.so sharply drawn, but he too is pri-
marily a middle-class messiah, with impor-
tant sections of organized labor definitely
hostile to him.

In a land such as ours, which knew no
feudalism, where all sorts of petty-bourgeois
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illusions have flourished and where the labor
movement, both in the economic and polit-
ical fields, has been relatively weak, it is
clear that the middle-class appeal, masking
the aims of reaction, becomes especially sin-
ister. Hitler used the slogans of Marxism
and lifted even the name, Socialism, to win
the German masses; a Father Coughlin ex-
ploits the traditions and illusions of radical
agrarian populism for the same purpose.
The extension of his activities once more
raises the question of the source of Cough-
lin’s financial support. His own answer is
well known: the “free-will offerings” of the
radio public. But this is fantastic when the
magnitude of Coughlin’s expenditures is con-
sidered. The broadcasts cost, according to
his own recent statement, $15,000 weekly.
Thousands of copies of each of his speeches
are distributed free on request, involving
a huge expenditure for printing, mailing and
clerical help. His newspaper, sixteen pages
tabloid size, carries no advertising and is
mailed without charge. He has just pub-
lished a new book: Money! Questions and
Answers, also sent gratis. He maintains a
Washington office with two paid lobbyists.
The organization of his Social Justice units
also takes a big slice of cash. If he does
it all for less than three million dollars a
year, he is lucky.
The real money én the Coughlin move-
ment is the manna that rains from the heav-
ens of Big Business—from those sections
of the capitalist class that favor the infla-
tionary program which Coughlin advocates.
This means, in the first place, the Committee
for the Nation, which has retired from
the public eye in recent months, but is none
the less alive.. There is every reason to
believe that those two wise men of Wall
Street, George LeBlanc, former vice-presi-
dent of the Equitable Trust Co. (later
merged with Rockefeller’s Chase National),
and Robert M. Harriss, silver speculator and
member of the New York Stock Exchange,
who in October, 1932, found their way to
the Babe-in-the-Manger of Royal Oak and
converted him into the messiah of inflation,
are, together with their associates in the

.Committee for the Nation, providing what it

takes.

But the pipers of reaction, despite them-
selves, also perform a positive function. Their
diagnosis is wrong, their remedies are dan-
gerous, they are quacks and shameless hypo-
crites, but they call attention to the fun-
damental maladies of our day. Certainly the
New Dealers have no cause to be holier-than-
thou. Without the New Deal and its trail
of broken promises, there might never have
been the Share-Our-Wealth Clubs and the
Union for Social Justice. This is election
year, but the question of which is the bigger
and better circus cannot forever blot out the
question of bread. There is an awakening
in the land, and pipers of a new day are
arising in the thousands of men and women
who are moving toward farmer-labor action
against threatening disaster. Therein lies

the hope of America.
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The Passion for Liberty

feudalism, the middle classes have bit-
terly battled for an ideal liberty. Not
that they were driven by pure philosophical
abstractions, nor that they set out consciously
to displace a tumbling social system with a
new one even dimly envisaged. The revolu-
tionary drive of capitalism had crucially in-
volved them in every major clash; and they
stubbornly pressed their own interests and
ideals at every stage of the struggle against
both feudal aristocracy and big bourgeoisie
of the merchant capitalists, insisting on the
rights of independent small-property owners
to tear down and rebuild the world.
Such an economic battle could not have
been sustained without simultaneously involv-
ing other departments of living. The middle-

: S INCE the days of the struggle against
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class ideal revolved around property: the un-
restricted right to own, buy and sell. But of
course no basic economic change can be. at-
tempted without overhauling the whole polit-
ical and cultural philosophy of its makers.
If independent small-property was to con-
quer, all political and cultural obstacles had
to be destroyed: therefore the right to resist
tyranny, to free man from feudal chains, to
challenge old ideas, to appeal to reason, to
create a new and better world—in short, the
right to revolution. The passion for liberty
nourished the middle-class struggle and was
nourished by it.

But with all its historical value and
achievement, the middle-class ideal of liberty
was limited, both in itself and in its applica-
tion to other classes. The workers, for ex-

ample, were for the most part excluded: they
owned no property and ownership of inde-
pendent productive property was the mate-
rial basis of the middle-class ideal. But
liberty was increasingly limited for the mid-
dle class itself. Its anomalous position as an
economic unit. constantly resisted its aims.
The big bourgeoisie with whom the middle
class logically collaborated against common
enemies, celebrated every victory with an
attack on its erstwhile ally. In every show-
down middle-class ideals were frustrated.
History subsequent to the bourgeois revolu-
tions reads like a clinical record of middle-
class devitalization while big business enter-
prise has grown into the colossus of monopoly
capitalism.

What about the ideals? the passion for
liberty, individualism, democracy? To stig-
matize the middle class as an idiot group
that never learns from experience is to ignore
the bitter paradox of its struggle. By cham-
pioning independent enterprise free from any
and all restriction, the middle class actually
signed over its life to big business, for un-
restricted competition' breeds monopoly capi-
talism ‘which kills off small independent en-
terprise. Finally developed into a jungle law,
unrestricted freedom to own and sell ends
by exterminating the very interests on which
it is based. Fifty years ago small farmers
and small enterprisers advocated limitations,
as their only salvation. Twenty years later
the middle classes tried to compel the govern-
ment to “protect” free competition through
the very principle against which they had
ceaselessly fought: restriction. But restric-
tion would have meant the end of industrial
advance. Naturally monopoly capital won.

And as monopoly capital steadily over-
whelmed small property, the reality of liberty
—in the concrete social sense—began to tot-
ter: its economic foundation was increasingly
undermined. Little wonder that the frus-
trated ideal came to express itself in mar-
ginal forms. Among middle-class intellec-
tuals: an ingrown ideal of personal liberty,
an individualism separated from the reality
of social relations, a form of escapism. Among
artists; the right to épater le bourgeois.
Among middle-class radicals: the right to ab-
solute 'personal freedom in sex relations.
How tragically puny our “American Sexual
Revolution” of the 1910s and 1920s seems
in the light of the epic struggle now con-
vulsing mankind. And how bitterly ironical
that the ingrown ideal of personal liberty
assumed its extreme form in what is now
used as the “philosophic” apologetics of fas-
cism: Nietzscheism.

Today the middle class face the tragic
dilemma of having created a frankenstein
of its ideal liberty. Desperately it has had
to repudiate the very material basis of its
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class ideal by demanding limits to economic
freedom; and in this fact lies the overwhelm-
ing change in its philosophy. In utter con-
tradiction of its entire ideal, it now tacitly
declares that liberty is a matter of class in-
terests and with its own survival in mind,
demands freedom for the middle class.

But this is economically, politically and
culturally impossible. A class demand pre-
supposes a class base. If the middle class has
never been a homogenous economic unity, to-
day its base has all but collapsed. The
capitalist crisis is splitting it apart, sending
a minority of capitalist small-employers and
higher managerial employes into the arms of
the big bourgeoisie, dropping the vast major-
ity of salaried employes and professionals to
the economic level of the proletariat. To
demand ‘“‘middle-class freedom” as something
opposed to other class-freedoms is to demand
the moon. They press this fantasy who re-
fuse to realize that as an economic contender
the middle class is dead.

But the ideal of liberty and the ideals of
democracy and equality are flooding with
new life, for they have been taken over by
the class that is rising to remake the world:
the working class (with whom the economic
interests of the majority of salaried employes
and professionals are identified). Capitalism
cannot save liberty; and as it goes through a

series of steadily severer crises it is com-
pelled to enforce more and more restrictions,
until the drive for self-preservation consoli-
dates into fascism. And then the last shred of
freedom is lost. Under its naked terrorism
the liberty, democracy and reason for which
the middle classes fought are repudiated in
all their forms.

Have America’s middle-class people learned

from Germany and Italy? Will they remain

wrapped in an antiquated middle-class dream
until they wake up in straitjackets? Will
their- free-speech organizations still crusade
for an abstract freedom in behalf of every-
one—even those who spew hate and set fire
to civilization? Will the middle -classes
finally put into practice the hard fact which
their economic collapse should have taught
them: that ideals must be measured in terms
of the majority of mankind?

This is the measure of socialism; and in
its advance against the exploiters, in its strug-
gles to defend liberty from the attacks of
declining capitalism and fascism, the working
class of manual and mental workers creates
a new and larger ideal—one Which must arise
out of the liberty socially to control and
master economic forces. The period of pro-
letarian dictatorship, politically necessary to
entrench the revolutionary advance, provides
the working class and its allies with the
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liberty to remake the world. And to remake
the life of mankind: suppressing the sterile
thrust of reaction, unloosing the creative
forces of progress.

For socialism is based upon the liberation
of production from capitalist control. Freed
from the necessity of profit-making, a new
economy of plenty is made possible, in which
all producers—including all the useful func-
tional groups now in the middle class—col-
laborate. Wage slavery, unemployment, re-
striction of reason become economic, cultural
and political impossibilities in a social order
owned and controlled by the masses—master
of their economic and cultural possessions.

With the yoke of economic want for the
first time lifted from his shoulders, man will
be free to develop the potentialities which
life has thwarted during the centuries. No
longer the monopoly of a small class or an
ingrown ideal, liberty under socialism be-
comes universal because the social arrange-
ments consciously promote liberty: a social
ideal that liberates the mass in order that the
individual may be free. Socialism will make
possible at last the liberty of person, the
liberty to think, the liberty to create—the
liberty to create a freedom greater than the
middle class dreamed. The passion for liberty
becomes the dynamic force in the upward
and onward movement of socialist humanity.

- The Negro Middle Class

The Failure of Emancipation

Lloyd Garrison advised a conven-

tion of free Negroes in 1831. “I
mean sell to each other and buy of each
other, in preference to whites. This is a
duty. . . . If any of your number opens a
small shop do not pass it by to give your
money to a white shopkeeper.” Garrison’s
advice was not new; Negro literature of
that time is replete with the lesson that there
was a growing belief that the upbuilding of
a Negro owning class was necessary in the
fight against discrimination and racial in-
equalities.” Nor are the reasons for that be-
lief obscure.

Apologists for slavery - predicated part of
their case for the rapidly growing theory of
the inferiority of Negroes on the fact that
Negroes were slaves or impoverished work-
ers; Negroes, they argued, were incapable
of rising above that status. In turn, Negro
leaders reasoned that a practical demonstra-
tion by Negroes of their ability to become
property-holders would go a long way to-
ward disposing the theory that God had con-

66 S UPPORT each other,” William
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demned them to be hewers of wood and
drawers of water. “Every Negro living well
is an anti-slavery fighter,” cried Samuel
Ringgold Ward, a Negro Abolitionist of the
1840’s. It was easy to see that those who
lived well were the merchants of the North,
the land-owners of the South and that ever-
increasing number of professional men who
ministered to the needs of those who had
wealth. Negroes could live well, too, if they
could attain similar positions.

But, of course, Negroes could not become
merchants or professional men, or even man-
age large landholdings, unless they had the
necessary education. A famous Negro physi-
cian wrote in 1852: “Let our young men
and our young women prepare themselves
for usefulness and business. The young-men
may enter into merchandise, trading and
other things of importance; the young wom-
en may become teachers of various kinds.
We mean to educate them for useful, prac-
tical business purposes . . . a people must
be a business people.”

These statements, which could be multi-

plied a thousand times, are enough to indi-
cate that Negro leaders who urged the build-
ing of a Negro owning class rested their
case largely on the argument that the ad-
vances of this class would make for the gen-
eral well-being of the entire Negro people.
Other factors played into the hands of these
Negro business and ‘professional men who
were laying the basis for their own economic
independence while they argued, perhaps be-
lieved, that' they were solving the whole
Negro question. The Abolitionist leaders,
from Garrison to William H. Seward, were
middle-class radicals who indoctrinated Negro
leaders, who perforce followed them, with a
firm belief in the virtues of capitalism. And
there was the circumstance that free Negroes
were forced to live in ghettos and were not
welcome as customers of white merchants or
as clients: of white professional men. The
Negro worker who supported the Negro mer-
chant could hope that his aid in building the
enterprise would some day result in his son’s
getting a position as a clerk or a superin-
tendent; he knew that the white merchant

\
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would never employ his son except as a
menial.

Abolitionists, white and black alike, be-
lieved, or at least hoped, that emancipation
of the slaves would mean the end of the
color line in America. They foresaw the
time when no man could tell by the color
of another’s skin whether that other man
was worker or capitalist. They believed in
the essential democracy of America. The
events of the Reconstruction blasted the Abo-
litionists’ belief that the legally-free Negroes
would be given, equal economic opportunities.
The preponderant majority of former slaves
who remained on Southern soil became ten-
ants or croppers while those who fled to the
cities, excluded from the ranks of organized
labor, became menials or unskilled workers.
A new group of apologists was soon busy
“proving” that Negroes were incapable of
rising above the status of menial workers.
Negro leaders responded with the familiar
arguments of pre-Civil War days. “Society
. . . defers to power. Learning, wealth and
power are most potent in society . . . it is
necessary that we exhibit proportionate char-
acter for learning and wealth to be re-
spected,” a Negro business man advised his
hearers in 1882.

Eager to secure the learning they believed
was the prerequisite to wealth and power—
and an equal status in America—Negroes
flocked to schools and colleges to demand
classical and professional educations. Booker
T. Washington was doubtful of the efficacy
of this approach; he founded Tuskegee Insti-
tute in 1883 to teach Negroes that they must
become skilled tradesmen and scientific agron-
omists. Skilled workers, he taught, could
save their earnings and invest them in busi-
ness institutions; skilled agronomists, he was
certain, could soon become powerful land-
owners.

Almost seventy years after emancipation,
in 1930, United States census statisticians
reported that there were 28,213 Negro re-
tail dealers in this country. There ‘were only
eighty bankers and bank officials, 511 insur-
ance officials, 376 editors, 1,773 dentists,
3,805 physicians, 1,247 lawyers and 2,946
undertakers. All told there were only 135,925
professional persons, of whom more than ten
thousand were musicians and music teachers
and 54,000 were school teachers. The Negro
retail dealers did less than 0.21 of one per-
cent of the retail business of the country,
despite the fact that Negroes comprised al-
most 10 percent of the population. The
value of farms owned by Negroes was only
$334,451,396, according to the same census;
worse than that, there was a decline of more
than $200,000,000 in the value of farms
owned by Negroes from 1920 to 1930. The
acreage farmed by Negroes had declined 9.3
percent in that same decade and %9 percent
of the Negro farmers, in 1930, were ten-
ants.

These figures loom up as more important
when it is remembered that, until a very few

years ago, Negro public opinion was united
in the belief that the ownership of land, the
upbuilding of a commercial class and the
education of a professional group were the
all important factors in the struggle for racial
equality in America. The failure to achieve
these ends can be traced easily: Negroes edu-
cated in professional schools returned to prac-
tice to find that popular prejudice limited
their custom to Negroes. Their clientele, in
turn, was desperately poor and unable to
pay more than the most meager fees. Negroes
who entered business found that their
Negro customers could afford only the barest
necessities of life. Negro white-collar work-
ers, such as school teachers and the like,
were limited to institutions for Negroes, with
accompanying wage differentials. The foun-
dations for the great fortunes, made in basic
industries, were laid long before Negroes had
either training or funds to grasp those oppor-
tunities, The practical result is that Negro
business and professional men belong, for the
most part, in the ranks of the lower middle
class where they are prey to every economic
ill wind that blows across the American
scene in addition to the fact that they must
bear all of the disabilities that are imposed
on them because of their race.

The measures adopted by the Negro mid-
dle class to meet the crisis cannot be under-
stood unless it is remembered that these
Negroes, who occupy the position of middle-
class folk in their relation to the whole of
American life, are, at the same time, the
upper class within their own group. As such,
they control Negro public opinion; they own
the more than 200 Negro newspapers; they
control the churches and in conjunction with
white politicians they dominate schools for
Negroes. The Negro press, church and
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“The President’s secretary says for you to
file all applications for flood relief in the lower
right hand drawer.”
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school are constantly utilized by Negro pro-
fessional men to hammer home the lesson

“that the Negro who procures the services of

a white professional man is a traitor to his
group. A Negro newspaper remarked edi-
torially this year that “Negro business is not
conducted for profit but for the benefit of
the race.” Negroes are abjured to patronize
Negro business in order that their sons and
daughters may find employment; some of
the most successful advertisements for Negro
business are couched in terms of opportuni-
ties offered Negro youth rather than in supe-
riority of the product offered. For the most
part, these Negro middle-class minded folk
still cling stubbornly to the belief that if
civil and legal disabilities are wiped out they
can somehow or other rise to the top of the
heap.

Since 1929, the mortality of Negro busi-
ness institutions, for economic, not racial,
reasons has been alarmingly high. Bank after
bank and insurance company after insurance
company has failed because they were small
banks and small insurance companies and un-
able to resist the encroachments of larger
concerns. Countless Negro professional mer.
have been driven to charity because their
clients have lost even the low-paying jobs
they once held. Cut-rate dentists who once
spurned Negro custom now advertise in the
Negro press. Negro merchants have their
largest stake in grocery, drug and confection-
ery stores, but the great chains are increas-
ing in Negro communities and the Negro re-
tailer, like other small retailers, must give
way before them. These chain stores are even
meeting the racial argument advanced by
employing Negro clerks and managers.

Meanwhile the position of the Negro
worker and farmer grows worse. Twenty
percent of those receiving relief today are
Negroes. In my own city, Los Angeles,
more than 60 percent of the Negro popula-
tion is dependent on charity. I believe that
eastern cities will show even larger percent-
ages. It is plain that these impoverished
Negro workers cannot support Negro pro-
fessional and business men on their doles
from charity.

There are indications that the Negro peo-
ple are learning these facts. The National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People in its new program calls for the co-
operation of white and Negro workers; the
National Negro Congress, meeting last month
in Chicago, with its representation of Ne-
groes from every stratum of the population,
broke new ground toward concrete, progres-
sive action. And there are other similar in-
dications that the Negro people—workers
and middle class alike—are learning that the
lot of the Negro worker will not be im-
proved until the lot of the entire American
working class is bettered.

This realization must throw them into
a struggle against monopoly capitalism, if
the white working-class leaders prove in
practice the theory that color is no consid-
eration in the struggle.

’
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White Collars Organize

economic crisis, no longer to be denied

after six years of bitter struggle, the
white-collar worker seeks to free himself
from a fog of tradition, to see clearly amid
a maze of inherited ideas and prejudices that
conflict with the lessons of his daily ex-
periences, to the clear cut arguments of
his working-class brothers. As he moves
slowly, with many jolts and stops, with
many a false start and many a longing eye
cast furtively back, as he progresses pain-
fully in his gradual orientation - toward a
united class of toilers, toilers with hand and
brain, he frequently finds himself in some
pretty awkward positions. Once the orienta-
tion is completed, once the last trace of his
former indifference to labor action is finally
removed, he is apt to move rapidly to the
Left, but, in the meantime . .

I found a curious illustration of what
may happen at the exact moment of separa-
tion of a petty-bourgeois from the ties of
poverty-respectability, within a family living
in Astoria, Long Island.

John, one of two brothers, had lost the
small business he owned and had gone to

I VACED with the fact of permanent

work for his brother George, in whose store -

he became the only employe. At the same
time he moved his family to the home of
George and their mother. After a time
John realized that he was being exploited.
Brother George paid low wages, but he de-
manded high rent for John’s share of the
joint apartment. John found that talking it
over got him nowhere. Finally he decided
that his only course was to strike.

From that day on, John was to be seen
every day, picketing his brother’s store with
a sign that proclaimed to the world that
George was unfair. There were numerous
attempts at arbitration but all of no avail.
Failing to get John to return to work with-
out granting his demands, George, the boss,
decided to try to break the one-man strike
by influence of public opinion. He began
his campaign at home. It was not long be-
fore Ma began to complain bitterly. She
pointed out that it took money to feed a
big family, that John was not bringing in
any wages since he’d quit his job, while
George brought in less and less money as
the strike hurt his business. Though John’s
wife sided with his mother, John managed
to hold out for a while longer. He insisted
he would not go back to work until his
brother gave in. But at length Ma put
her foot down. She absolutely refused to
furnish strike relief. Unless John went
back to work, he and his family would have
to get out of the house. John had no choice
but to accept defeat.

While John’s quixotic action is hardly
typical of what is happening to the urban

JOHN BUCHANAN

middle classes of America, it illustrates the -

growing consciousness that the class division
overrides all other allegiances, even the
closest ties of family. And it illustrates the
curious conflict of personal situations through
which the white-collar worker must often
cut his way in his struggle toward labor or-
ganization and action.

The economic crisis of the 1930’s has hit
the white-collar workers hard. Hundreds
of thousands have been thrown into unem-
ployment and onto the relief rolls. This in-
cludes professionals, most of whom now are
salaried workers. They have been caught
between the scissor-blades of falling wages
and a concerted campaign to boost prices, if
indeed they were lucky enough to find work
at all. None of their professional organ-
izations was able to help them materially,
although a few of them became labor ex-
changes to meet the growing need of jobs.
The course of thousands of these profes-
sional workers has been to form into trade
unions and to seek affiliation with the A.F.
of L. as the established body representing
the labor movement in the United States.
Like other white collar workers they find
their only hope is to join with their brothers
in the manual trades in a united struggle for
social security. This movement has already
brought more than 250,000 professional
workers into trade unions. Much more than
that number are organized in other types of
white-collar unions — newspaper workers,
government employes, bookkeepers, steno-
graphers, clerks, etc.

Reflecting the history of more advanced
sections ‘of the working class, the movement
draws its prime sustenance from struggle.
The white-collar unionists do not cling to
their imagined class-privileges for long once
they are in the working-class movement. In-
stead of flattery and cajolement, they are
greeted with abuse and slander by the bour-
geois press and the other spokesmen of cap-
italism. They run the whole gamut of Red
scares, threats, punitive dismissals, blacklist-
ing and discrimination. They are clubbed
for exercising their lawful right of assembly,
they are arrested for picketing or demon-
strating, jailed, framed and traduced by the
august magistrates of the capitalist courts.
They learn to meet every reactionary weapon
that has been used against their brothers of
the manual trades. With waving of flags

and shouting of the national anthem, their
employers try to woo them into company

unions. If one thing more than any other
has helped them shed their middle-class reti-
cences, their “dignity and superiority,” it has
been the crude hooliganism of those capital-

‘ist-allied elements that have tried to check

their movement toward a labor front.
For the expropriation of middle-class ele-

ments has not only produced a movement
to the Left. There proceeds a polarization
in two opposite directions. And just as the
leftward movement, once begun, has moved
much more rapidly than at any other period
in American history, just as the white-collar
trade-unionists have been quick to link their
economic organization with the political ob-
jective of the working class, just so their
brothers of the Right have not for long been
able to keep concealed the threatening face
of fascism.

No estimate of the growth of trade union-
ism among white-collar workers can fairly
overlook the many protective associations
which, while they rarely take the form of
trade unions, are an integral part of the
labor movement. They arise, as do the
unions, out of various forms of exploitation
and are often born in the throes of strike
struggles. An example is the appearance of
the many Tenants Leagues that were or-
ganized during the strike of 80,000 building
service employes in New York. These
leagues supported the demands of the work-
ers in the buildings in which they lived,
often joining the strikers on the picket line
and usually taking over the organization of
strike relief. :

Another, related type of organization is
the League of Women Shoppers. By giving
aid to striking workers in the retail trade,
by organizing boycotts against retail stores
that refuse to pay a living wage or to rec-
ognize the right of their employes to or-
ganize, the Lieague sets a model for a type
of organization that may become one of the
most powerful forces within the white-collar
movement. ‘Consumers’ Cooperatives, by re-
fusing to deal with open-shop manufacturers,
are performing a similar function, and Con-
sumers’ Research, which locked out its
striking workers last fall, now has a com-
petitor in Consumers’ Union, definitely
linked to the labor movement.

The Labor Research Association has pre-
pared a partial list of some 82 “W hite Collar
and Professional Workers’ Strikes, 1934 to
date,” of which our table on the opposite
page is an abbreviation.

“Conservative - figures of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor . . . give only an indication
of the actual extent of such strikes,” the
L.R.A4. explains. The Department’s figures
show: ‘

Total number of such “strikes and lockouts”
for 1934: 130; for the first nine months of
1935: 9I. Number of workers involved
during 1034: 25,605; for the first nine
months of 1035: 12,493.

Recent months show a decided increase in
militant activity of these groups—THE EpI-
TORS.
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Some White Collar and Professional Workers® Strikes

Begun  Ended
2-7-34 cess

3-8-34 ceen
4-6-3¢  4-7-34
6-4-34  6-8-34

10-27-34 11-7-34

11-4-34 3-29-35
11-17-34 2-2-35

11-30-34 1-11-35

12-15-34 3-8-35
2-23-35

3-26-35 4-27-35

4-12-35 4-26-35

5-18-35  Aug.

June, 1935

Aug., 1935

8-21-35 stoppage

8-31-35 Nov.
9-35 one week
9-4-35 1-4-36
9-4-35 9-8-35
9-5-35  9-10-35
9-24-35 .

10-9-35 12-24-3;

10-21-35

10-24-35 3-hour
stoppage

1-22-36

2-17-36

3-2-36

City
New York
New York
Waterville, Me.
New York

Cleveland

Newark, N.]J.
New York
Milwaukee

New York

New York City
and vicinity

New York

Chicago
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Wooster, Ohio

New York
(three sections)

New York
Tacoma, Wash.

New York

Washington,
N. J.

_New York

New York

New York
New York
Brooklyn, N.Y.

New York

New York

Milwaukee

Jessup, Pa.

Occupation or Firm No. Involved

Jewish social
~ workers

Dental technicians
Tax assessors

Macaulay Co.
(book publishers)

A & P.

\
Newark Ledger
S. Klein (apparel)

Boston Store

Ohrbach’s (store)
James Butler
(chain grocery)

Silver Rod
(drug chain)

Carnahan Hanson

Beth Moses
Hospital

Central Ohio Tele-
phone Co.

Retail Clothing
Merchants Assn.

W.P. A.
J. C. Penney Co.

Blynn Shoe Co.

Consumers’
Research

Burlesque girls

Drygoods jobbers
salesmen

Midwest Optical

Amsterdam News

May’s (apparel)

Emergency Home
Relief Bureau

Margon Corp.

Wisconsin News
(Hearst)
Teachers

500

600

11

2,200

46
70
600

137
400

40

10 (artists)
100

25
(operators)

263

1,500
86 (clerks)

55

43

175

60

14
15 (Negro
employes)
90

6,000

250

22
(editorial)
68

" Retail Clerks Intl

By Labor Research Association

Union Leading Strike

Assn. of Federation
Workers

New York Dental Tech-
nicians Equity

Spontaneous
Office Workers Union

7 AF. of L. unions, in-
cluding clerks and man-
agers union.

American Newspaper
Guild

Office Workers Union

Clerks, teamsters, mainte-
nance men’s union, all A.
F. of L. affiliates

Office Workers Union

Grocery Chain Stores Em-
ployes. Local 915. (A.F.
of L.)

Pharmacists Union of
Greater New York

Association of Brooklyn
Federation Workers

Retail Clothing Salesmen’s

Union (A.F. of L.) Local |

1006

City Projects Council
Pro-

tective Assn. (A.F. of L.)

Retail Shoe Salesmen’s
Local 1268 (A.F. of L.).
Technical, Editorial and
Office Assistants Union,
Local 20055 (A.F. of L.)

Burlesque Artists Assn.
Federal A.F. of L. Local

American Newspaper
Guild

Department Store Em-
ployes Local 1250 (A.F.
of L.)

Assn. of Workers in Pub-
lic Relief Agencies

B. S. & A. U. Local 12646
of L.); Metal Novelty
Lodge, Local 1548, Intl.
Assn. of Machinists.

Am. Newspaper Guild

Demands and/or Cause
Restoration of 1931 salary

cuts; normal salary in-
creases B
Conditions

Not told what their

salaries would be

Firing of union member

Union recognition

8 fired for Guild mem-
bership

Firing of union members
Wage increases

Wage increases

Conditions

Firing of 14 for union
activity

Conditions

Locked out; and firing of
two active in organization.
Conditions

Conditions

Conditions and demand
for 12 month’s employment

Delay in wage payments
Conditions

Conditions
Discharge of union presi-

dent and two other union
members

Conditions

Conditions

Conditions

Fired for Guild member-
ship

Firing of 2 employes for
union activity; conditions

Protest against layoffs

Low wages

Back pay

23

Outcome

Signed up 85% of indus-
try. Complete victory.

One fired; six given same
rate as last year.

- Won reinstatement; recog-

nition of union

Strikers reemployed ; union
recognition ; collective bar-
gaining rights.

Strikers reinstated

Won 11 weeks’ back pay

Union claimed satisfactory
settlement

Most demands granted
Lost

Ten reinstated; 4 given
up to 3 months’ pay until
they have secured jobs.

Won 25% wage increase

All reinstated (one case
pending) same wage, no
loss of seniority. Recogni-
tion of hospital and lab-
oratory technicians’ coun-
cil and maintenance men’s
council ; vacation with pay.

Won agreement for imme-
diate 20% increase and
promise of addition 10%

Won back pay for dura-
tion of lockout; $36 mini-
mum weekly wages; 48-
hour week; vacation with
pay; full year’s employ-
ment; closed shop

Won $13 bonus for all
Union recognized; 40-
hour-week.

Won union recognition;
$30 weekly minimum wage
Militancy forced  both
unofficial committee and
government labor board to
condemn employers

Won minimum wage of
$22.50 in N. Y.; $25 on
road; 1 day off in 14.
Signed agreement

Signed agreement
Won 10% wage increase;
40-hour week; closed shop

Won temporary halt of
dismissals; W.P.A. jobs
for majority scheduled for
dismissal
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~ Artists and Trade Unions

'

OO long have the professional man and

woman considered themselves apart

from the sordidness of this world’s
economic chaos! Too long have the artist,
the doctor, the dentist, the engineer and the
architect allowed themselves to be exploited
in precisely the same manner which the un-
organized worker is today exploited in in-
dustry, simply because the professionals have
considered themselves “above” organization.!

This present crisis, however, and the rapid
advance of the forces of reaction 'in the
form of destruction of our democratic and
economic rights, have begun to teach the
professional workers, and the hitherto un-
class-conscious white-collar workers that if
they are to protect themselves, they must
enter into the political and economic scene
with. a group organized of and by them-
selves.  This group, however, if it is to
serve as protection must act in conjunction
with other groups, and thus present to the
forces of reaction which seek to compel the
people of the United States to accept the
decadence and destruction of our present
order, with a united people’s group, ready
to demand its rights and protect the few
vestiges of democracy left us.

This, it seems to me, is particularly im-
portant for the artist and for the writer.
These two professions are among those most
ruthlessly attacked when they are not or-
ganized into economic and political groups
for their own protection. It is in the mis-
erable rewards for culture that we find some
of the most blatant forms of exploitation. The
rich throw crumbs from their tables to the
living artists and writers in order to pacify
their “cultural whims” while they put mil-
lions of dollars into the purchase of dead
artists’ pictures, because the premium has
gone up with the centuries. It must not
be. thought that I deprecate the culture of
the ages, nor that I feel that pictures of Old
Masters are not worth handsome prices. It
merely occurs to me that the living artist
might well demand his share of the bounty,
also. It occurs to me that the artists today
have not taken advantage of the opportuni-
ties to organize and demand a living in re-
turn for their works which enrich civiliza-
tion culturally. .

My interest in the organization of pro-
fessional men and women is not wholly an
unselfish one. The professional 2 is more and
more making inroads on the living standards
of the workers, many of whom have pro-
tected their wages and working conditions
for years by dint of hard effort to form

1From a statement of Francis J. Gorman, first
vice-president, United Textile Workers of America,
addressed to the Artists’ Congress, New School for
Social Research, 1936.

2 Unemployed and unorganized.—EDITORS.

FRANCIS J. GORMAN

trade unions. Furthermore, the unorgénized
sections of our exploited classes form the
most fertile field for the advancement of re-
action and fascism. And with fascism comes
the end of trade unionism and all democratic
rights.

We cannot under-estimate the danger of
fascism. Nor can we under-estimate the
unconscious part which unorganized profes-
sional workers play in helping the advent of
fascism. It is historically a fact that the
bulk of the mass support of Italian and
German fascism lay amongst the professional
and intellectual class together with the vast,
dispossessed middle class. That is what any
believer in democracy must prevent in those
countries where the formal forces of de-
mocracy still exist.

It is time that the artist came down from
his aloof position, and soiled his hands with
helping his fellow-workers struggle for a
living wage. His fellow-workers will then
help him in the same struggle. For too long
has the artist and the intellectual professed
disinterestedness in political and economic
matters. But artists and intellectuals are
beginning to realize that as the economic
crisis deepens, and the entire economic struc-
ture begins to wobble under the weight of
decay, that they, too, must organize to pro-
tect themselves.

Though the first attack upon democracy
comes - with the destruction of the trade-
union movement, it is followed quickly by
the suppression of freedom of expression in
cultural fields as well. How many German
and Italian artists, writers, philosophers and
intellectuals have had to flee from their na-
tive countries with the advent of the bar-
baric regimes of Mussolini and Hitler?
How many people felt like weeping as the

~giant funeral pyre of .the. intellectual con-

tributions of Germany’s foremost artists and
writers wrote the bloody story of Hitler
across the midnight sky?

The same fate awaits us in the United
States if we do not act now to prevent it.
Events are moving swiftly in that direction.
Our foremost middle-class champions and
writers have discarded the outmoded liberal

theory of “It can’t happen here” in favor

of the grim, realistic realization that it not
only can happen here, but that it is happen-
ing here. One of the first steps to be taken

in the prevention of this mass enslavement

is the militant organization of professional
workers and intellectuals. I cannot stress
this point too much. It is a vital necessity
if we are to win over decadence and the
rebirth of the Dark Ages.

There is a second step to be taken also.
It must come closely on the heels of the
solidification of a strong economic organiza-
tion of artists. It might even come simul-
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taneously with economic organization. This
second, or simultaneous step, is the organiza-
tion of the artists, together with the entire
mass of underprivileged and dispossessed, into
a political front—into a militant, determined
Labor Party.

We are beginning to discover in the trade-
union movement that our trade unions, our
economic organizations, are no longer suffi- -
cient protection for us. We cannot, indeed,
even continue with our trade unions if we
do not also band together in political unity.
Big Business and the controlling financial
and industrial interests are making organiza-
tion harder and harder. They are turning
more and more to the use of troops in
times of strike; to the hiring of the indus-
trial spy to break up trade unions; to the
persecution, framing and murder of trade-
union leaders. State legislatures are passing
sedition bills. War becomes an ever-nearer
menace. These things, this terrible march of
events, have as vital a meaning to the artist
as they have for the textile worker, the
miner or the garment worker. For all of us
are treated with the same ruthless cruelty
in concentration camps; all of us, no matter
whether we be textile workers or artists, -
feel the vigilante terror of storm troop ac-
tivity. :

My message, then, to the artists of the
United States is two-fold. I would urge
the immediate strengthening of an artist’s
union, all-inclusive, embracing every artist,
whether he be the “successful” artist or the
struggling, unrecognized artist. I would
hope, also, that this artist’s front would in-
clude also provisions for unity with all work-
ing-class organizations, organizations of un-
employed and consumer and other profes-
sional groups in the common struggle for a
decent standard of living and for other eco-
nomic rights.

Next, I would urge that the artists not
confine themselves to activity- in the eco-
nomic field alone. For this, we believe, is
now inadequate in the face of the marching
legions of fascism. Therefore, I would hope
also that the artists will unite their organ-
ization with the thousands and thousands of
other organizations now behind the move-
ment for a Labor Party for the United
States.

With the workers, the small business men,
the bankrupt farmers, the professionals and
intellectuals banded together first in strong,
militant economic organizations, and finally
coalesced into a powerful political vanguard,
there is no way that the fascist bands can
invade our ranks. We will present to the
agents of reaction a solid, invincible front,
and defy them to invade our ranks with
the destruction of a dictatorship of dying
capitalism!
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The Ideal We Share

T A TIME when a social order is

collapsing, those who try to create a

better society should keep in mind a

simple picture of what, in human terms, they

want that society to be. An ideal, capable

of stirring the human heart, is quite as im-

portant as a sound economic theory. No

revolution will take place without the ideal,
or endure without the sound theory.

A tolerable society must provide at least
two things: relative security (in the sense
that a hard-working and competent man can
expect to provide a decent life for himself
and his family), and a way of life (or a
set of social institutions) which tends to
foster and support a sense of inner peace.
The present order, based on monopoly capi-
talism, is dying precisely because it fails to
live up to either of these requirements.

Monopoly capitalism not only does not
provide security but does not desire it. A
cardinal tenet of capitalist economic theory
is that capital and labor must be “free,” must
be allowed to flow backwards and forwards
from area to area and from industry to in-
dustry, depending on where the highest rate
of profit is to be found.

“Free,” of course, is an attractive word.
What it means in terms of labor is that a
workman had better be “free” from a home,
because if he had a home he would not be
sufficiently mobile. He had better be free
from personal responsibilities; above all he
had better be free from children. Landless
and tool-less vagrant as the Indian, his
successive livelihoods at the mercy of every
new invention and of every obscure change
in the current of international trade, this
man has, of course, the vote. And the Thir-
teenth Amendment protects him from invol-
untary servitude. Yet his is not quite the
sort of freedom for which our fathers
founded America.

Similarly, the world of monopoly capital-
ism has failed to provide the plain man with
inner peace. In worldly terms, inner peace
is the state of mind of a man who feels at
home in eternity. In no terms at all can
the concept, inner peace, be applied to the
world we see about us. One need only turn
to our literature for confirmation of this
point. For two generations it has become
increasingly a cry of despair and disgust.

In spite of its failure to provide the pre-
requisites for a bearable life, monopoly capi-
talism in America has kept going for a long
time on an inherited myth—the myth of the
American dream. According to this myth,
the plain man in America was to know se-
curity because real ownership of the means
of production was to be so widely distributed
that a large majority of families would share
in such ownership. And those who did not
share would have a reasonable hope of be-

HERBERT AGAR

coming real owners after a few more years
of work. And according to this myth there
were several reasons why the average man
could hope to attain the state of inner peace.

First, he would live in a world organized
to secure him justice, a world which put hu-
man rights above property rights, a world in
which the widespread ownership of property
made for economic (and hence social) democ-
racy and at the same time conferred the real
freedom which comes from being one’s own
master. Second, the institution of widespread
property would make for stability of family
life and without such stability it is doubtful
whether man. can feel at home in this con-
fusing world. Third, the large majority of
men would be doing work which was genu-
inely creative. Using their own means of
production—whether land, or tools, or a shop
where the distributive end of production is
carried on—the joy of creation would be
theirs and the joy of responsibility. Fourth,
all the institutions of life would make for
equality—not merely equality before the law,
not merely a theoretic equality of oppor-
tunity, but a greater equality in the con-
ditions of life than had previously been seen.

Such was the dream. If we ignore, for
my present argument, the question of why
the dream went sour; if we ignore all ques-
tion of the economic means which are best
adapted to making the dream come true; if
we concentrate on the end in view, on the
ideal, I think we can still salute that ideal.
It is the life which I should still choose.
And I doubt if there is anything in the pic-
ture which need be rejected by a Communist.

1. Security, in the sense that no man is
deprived of the right to creative work.

2. Justice together with social democracy
(and without social democracy justice is lit-
tle more than a name).

3. The freedom of a man who is not con-
strained to be anybody’s slave or toady.

4. The reasonable permanence, both of
residence and occupation, which makes a
stable family life possible. :

5. A widespread chance to do creative
work and to enjoy responsibility.

6. The equality which goes with social
democracy and which presupposes political
democracy and an effective system of educa
tion for all.’

I belong to those who think this dream
can best be approached by retaining private
property wherever possible—by socialization
of those industries which are necessarily
monopolistic, by the creation of small prop-
erty units in land and by the use of con-
sumers’ cooperatives and of producers’ co-
operatives in those industries which do not
need to be monopolies but which cannot be
carried on in a small shop. At this point
I and my friends divide sharply from the
Communists. But I think it is important for
both groups to raise the question whether
we may not have a similar ideal, a similar
end in view. I think this is important, not
because I want to obscure the violent differ-
ences between us, but because I want to call
attention to the fact that we have a common
enemy. I refer, of course, to fascism.

Fascism seeks to prop up monopoly capital-
ism, to make it permanent, to endow it with
a new poetic myth which may win the al-
legience of deluded men. But monopoly
capitalism is plutocracy; it is a greedy ty-
ranny; it is the common foe of all who care

-for freedom for equality, for a world in

which . the plain man may hope to feel at
home, to feel a proper pride and to indulge
the kindly virtues of life. Those of us who
care for these things (no matter how we
deplore each other’s folly when it comes to
the question of how to make these things
possible) should have the courage, the under-
standing and the generosity to work together
in the fight on fascism.

“Couple of guys named Marx and Engels. Find ’em and give ’em the works.”

Ned Hilton.
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The Appeal to Reason

Bertrand Russell, the eminent English

philosopher, states that ‘“Radicals are
unpopular people because unpopular people
become radicals. Few things tend more to
contentment than social success. A man who
is liked at school and college, respected by
_ business colleagues and loved by the ladies
whom he admires, will, as a rule, think that
all’s right with the world, unless he suffers
from ill health or economic disaster.”” And
he goes on to say that while he himself be-
lieves that the rational arguments for radi-
calism are overwhelming, the fundamental
incentives that lead persons, especially “edu-
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cated men,” towards the Left are non-rational

and emotional.

Now Russell’s view—which I think is
based on a rather superficial application of
psychoanalysis—is held by a considerable
number of radicals. John Strachey, for ex-
ample, in an article entitled “The Educa-
tion of a Communist,” writes that radical
political views “must be the result of some
idiosyncrasy which has made difficult an ad-
justment between the individual concerned
and his social environment.” And he re-
counts, quite appropriately, his first meeting
with Bertrand Russell, who greeted him
with the words: “What’s the matter with
you? I had a neglected childhood.” Stra-
chey proceeds, after some half-facetious re-
marks about his not making the Eton
Cricket Eleven, to sum up his own psycho-
logical situation with the statement: “Many
and deep, I am sure, are the personal neu-
roses which have made me into a com-
munist.”

It seems to me that Russell, Strachey and
all others who use this particular approach
are dealing in dangerous half-truths. Per-
sonal neuroses, social unpopularity and en-
vironmental maladjustment are important
stimuli to thought and action. But such
stimuli do not in themselves determine in
what direction a man shall turn in order to
solve his personal dilemmas. Even economic
disaster does not necessarily push a man left-
ward, since he may really think that his
economic self-interest lies in some other
quarter. Unfortunately, too, he may believe
that the interest of the whole class to which
he belongs may lie in some superficial re-
form or in some reactionary program. People
subject to the various kinds of pressure men-
tioned may, for example, join the Catholic
Church, may become the storm-troops of
fascism, may commit suicide, or may support
socialism and the labor movement. What,
then, is the deciding factor that brings them
around to the last-mentioned alternative?

My firm belief is that, the deciding factor,
especially in the case of middle-class profes-
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sionals and intellectuals, is reason. Members
of the middle class, conditioned throughout
life against the socialist solution and steeped
in all the prejudices of capitalist misrepre-
sentation, will in the last analysis come over
to socialism only if they become convinced
intellectually that it is the most reasonable
way out of our present impasse. They
will take a further step and support the
Communist method of revolution (wherever
necessary) only if they become convinced
that intelligence itself points to the use of
force as the way to a society which will
provide security and justice. Any number
of different sorts of personal maladjustment
may stir middle-class people into a searching
consideration of their lot under a declining
capitalism. But at some point, if they are
to go Left rather than Right, a successful ap-
peal must be made to their reason.

For example, in regard to the problem
of unemployment it is possible to show, I
believe, that the only feasible way of abol-
ishing unemployment in our modern machine-
civilization is to institute socialist economic
planning. Members of the middle class nat-
urally tend to oppose this conclusion with
great stubbornness; yet the fact remains that
more and more of them, either publicly or
privately, are intellectually forced to ac-
knowledge its correctness. Or take the mat-
ter of war. Twenty-two years after the out-
break of the World War mankind finds
itself confronted with a more acute menace
of international conflict than ever before.
And an increasing number of the middle
class are beginning to realize that the Marx-
ist analysis is right, that war is inevitable
unless the class-economic roots of war are
destroyed through the establishment of gen-

Crockett Johnson

“If you haven’t read Escape from the Sovicts
you don’t know how lucky you and I are here
in America.”

uinely socialist regimes. Surely one can ac-
cept this proposition without being impelled
by some hidden Freudian complex; in fact,
all that is required is a slight exercise of
the brain.

The Russell-Strachey approach that I have
described could properly be used, I think,
only if it were very greatly broadened.
Thus the term “maladjustment” would have
to cover what these gentlemen seem to over-
look, namely, the maladjustments of reason.
I mean that middle-class intellectuals, view-
ing paradoxes such as that of starvation in
the midst of plenty, are likely to experience
a distinct mental shock. The whole situa-
tion seems so utterly stupid and contrary to
rational principles. Hence there is a far-
reaching maladjustment between what ob-
jectivity exists and what ordinary reason con-
siders appropriate. ‘This particular kind of
maladjustment is perhaps best classified under
the continual clash between ideals and actu-
alities. Bertrand Russell’s claim that a
popular person is not likely to be a radical
holds true only if that person possesses no
sense of social responsibility. If he does, then
his ideal of the good society may find itself
in such terrible maladjustment with reality
that he is stimulated towards radicalism.

I do not mean at all that emotional
appeals to the middle class cannot be ap-
propriately used. What I am saying is that
a little psychoanalysis is a dangerous thing.
If personal neuroses are sufficient to induce
professionals and intellectuals to join the
working-class movement, then the appeal to
reason is of no great importance and the
stirring up of passion becomes more basic
than the telling of the truth. And it seems
likely that the amateur psychoanalysis against
which I am arguing has in many cases been
responsible for a certain carelessness on the
part of some radical publications in describ-
ing the facts.

Finally, I wish to call attention to Karl
Marx’s own words in The Communist
Manifesto. ‘There he writes: “Just as .in
former days part of the nobility went over
to the bourgeoisie, so now part of the bour-
geoisie goes over to the proletariat. Espe-
cially does this happen in the case of some
of the bourgeois ideologists, who have
achieved a theoretical understanding of the
historical movement as a whole.” Marx here
definitely emphasizes the appeal to reason.
True enough, he did not have Freud’s very
original and significant work to guide him.
But if he had had, I greatly doubt whether
he would have considered an Oedipus com-
plex more important in bringing members of
the middle class over to socialism than a
certain modicum of good sound study and
thinking.
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The Menace to Culture

O ONE sensitive enough to esteem
the cultural heritage of the Ameri-
can people can be unaware that our

culture would be destroyed by the rise of
fascism. The picture that Sinclair Lewis
gives in It Can’t Happen Here is a faint
copy of what has actually taken place in
Germany and Italy. The burning of the
books and the expulsion of the Ileading
writers, artists and scientists of the Reich
has dramatized for everyone the determina-
tion of the Nazis to suppress the finest
achievements of bourgeois culture. Italy,
over a longer period of time, has moved less
spectacularly but just as surely to the same
goal: two or three years ago a writer in a
periodical not unfavorable to Mussolini ad-
mitted that Italian fascism had not pro-
duced a major work in any field of culture.

The fact that culture has languished not
only in Germany and Italy, but also in semi-
fascist countries such as Austria, Poland and
Japan makes one realize that fascism is by
its nature anti-cultural. Just as capitalism
has developed: the means of production ‘to a
point at which they are incompatible with
capitalist control, so bourgeois culture at its
best has dreamed of a society that goes be-
yond bourgeois limitations. Therefore cap-
italism, seeking to preserve itself by the de-
struction of its own progressive elements,
has attempted to wipe out its cultural
achievements. Acting through fascism, it
has encouraged those who, warped by our
civilization, hate culture and welcome its de-
struction. In America fascism would hand
over culture to the Kluxers and wowsers,
the George F. Babbitts and the Elmer Gan-
trys.

All this is sufficiently apparent. But
what is not so clearly realized is that Amer-
ican culture is already menaced by a declin-
ing capitalism. Let me take a simple and
concrete example. In theory and to a great
extent in practice, our culture is democratic.
It rests on the foundation of universal edu-
cation. It is true that education under
capitalism has always been more or less dis-
torted, but the fact remains that, in America
and western Europe, the ability to read and
write has, during the rise of capitalism, be-
come the possession of the vast majority, in-
stead of a privileged few, and that more

and more educational opportunities have
been given to more and more people. But
now the reverse process has begun. With

larger numbers of boys and girls eager for
advanced education, appropriations are re-
duced, teachers are underpaid, while many
are unemployed and schools are crowded.
Experiments, some of them important for
the future of education, have been stopped
for lack of funds. And at the same time
there is an effort to reduce education to
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stark propaganda for the existing order,
through the establishment of teachers’ oaths,
the conducting of heresy hunts and the dis-
missal of dissenters.

The same forces are at work in another
institution, the free public library, capital-
ism’s greatest contribution, next to the free
public school, to education. Though libra-
ries have tended to protect the existing order
by their selection of books, and though their
efforts to serve. the masses in their commun-
ities have often been half-hearted, their im-
portance to American culture must not be
underestimated. For millions of manual and
white-collar workers the public library has
been the principal disseminator of culture.
And today, in the average library, the amount
spent on books is steadily being reduced,
many of the services by which books were
made available to the people are being elim-
inated and rigid censorship is being estab-
lished.

Thus the democratic aspects of culture are
being destroyed. Simultaneously the de-
cline of capitalism menaces the producers of
culture. It should be remembered that cap-
italism has never been more than lukewarm
towards culture. While it emancipated mil-
lions of people from illiteracy, it tried to
keep the minds of those millions enslaved.
Thus, though it created a market and freed
the artist from dependence on patrons, it
placed a premium on the kind of art that
served its own degrading purposes. As a
result, artists have seldom been entirely at
home under capitalism, and there is a long
tradition of dissatisfaction and active dissent.

It is true, however, that in the past the
artist could usually manage to live. Now,
on the contrary, only the fortunate few can
subsist by the practice of their craft. That
is not because there are not people who want
to buy books but because those people often
have trouble buying bread. The plight of
the graphic artist is perhaps even worse than
that of the writer. Despite the pleasant
figures that one sees about the large sales of
particular books, or the high prices paid for
particular paintings, the economic return for
works of art has, on the average, become
ridiculously small. The evidence is the vast
number of writers and artists, most of
them highly competent and many of them
more than that, who have been forced to
accept employment on the W.P.A. cultural
projects.

Here is an issue on which the American
middle class ought to be willing to take a
stand. It is the culture of the middle class
that is being threatened. Take the simple
matter of the schools. The American mid-
dle class has always attached a great but by
no means exaggerated importance to educa-
tion. It has believed that every child should

have the opportunity not only to learn to
read and write, but also to receive the max-
imum of instruction that his desires and ca-
pacities called for. Today the fundamental
tendency, only partly checked by emergency
measures adopted by the federal government,
is in the other direction. Capitalists as a
group are determined to stultify education to
protect their interests, and they are quite
willing to sacrifice American youth rather
than surrender their profits. If the middle
class has any pride in its own achievements
and any awareness of its own interests, it
will demand that the schools be taken care
of.

So on every front the middle class should
come to the defense of its culture. It can,
by organized and intelligent struggle, resist
the capitalist attack. But in the long run it
must fight for more than that. Capitalism,
as it declines, will become more and more
belligerent. Its role, already reactionary,
will, if it turns to fascism, become bar-
barous. And even if its excesses are checked,
capitalism cannot provide a basis for further
cultural advance. The essentials for such an
advance are already available. Our economic
resources, if intelligently utilized, as capi-
talism cannot utilize them, could give the
fullest educational opportunities to every
child, could make literature and art available
to every adult, could free every writer and
artist from financial care. Under socialism,
in other words, all the progressive cultural
aims of the middle class could be realized.

I have dealt with certain obvious material
factors in our cultural life. I have tried to
show that the democratic aspects of our
culture are threatened by reactionary cap-
italist policies in education, and that the
effect of capitalist decline is already felt by
our artists and writers. These tangible
elements in the situation are all that I can
hope to deal with in an article of this length.
But I am not unaware of the subtler effects
of capitalist breakdown.

It is no wonder that a great many
bourgeois = writers and painters, rejecting
capitalism, are determined to build a socialist
society in its place, and are contributing
to a vital and growing revolutionary culture.
It is the business of the artist to be sensitive
to what is going on, and any true artist
can tell the difference between life and
death. The bourgeois writer or painter who
casts in his lot with the revolutionary pro-
letariat knows that he is not rejecting his
cultural heritage but preserving it in the
only way it can be preserved. With his
heightened sensitivity, he feels now what
great sections of the middle class will come
to feel before long. He knows that Ameri-
can culture is being betrayed, and he en-
lists himself in the fight against its enemies.
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Architecture and the Architect

HE architectural profession was al-

most completely ruined by the crisis.
Residential building sank to one-tenth

or normal. Unemployment was so wide-
spread that the small percentage of architects
" and draftsmen at work in 1932 enjoyed only
a seasonal and insecure occupation at a wage
often less than half of their weekly incomes

in 1929.

This slump was all the more catastrophic
because of the extreme optimism of archi-
tects and their illusions of unlimited pros-
perity. For several years they had been
employed on projects of magnificent, scale,
and had seen higher and higher buildings
rising in the cities. Everywhere new build-
ing was evident; the prosperity of the middle
and upper classes was realized in an im-
mense quantity of private suburban homes.
The sudden cessation of work was a shatter-
ing and unexpected blow. '

Already before 1929, the profession was
acquiring a new character. Formerly made
up largely of independent architects work-
ing on a percentage or fee basis, in their
own small offices, employing a few assistants
or draftsmen, the profession changed its
composition more and more in the decade
preceding the crisis. The salaried architects
and draftsmen became the preponderant ele-
ments. As many as three hundred men
were employed in the larger architectural
offices. Large corporations, ‘especially chain-
stores, which required constant building or
remodelling, employed their own salaried
architects. In the great architectural offices
the employers rarely engaged in the work
of design, but were essentially business men
who obtained contracts, supervised the ac-
tivity of the office and affixed their signatures
to the designs. These designs were commod-
ities, protected by lawsuit against unfavor-
able architectural criticism. The employed
architects and draftsmen worked anony-
mously and collectively; and although trained
as artists who regarded their work as an in-
dividual expression, very few of them could
realize a project completely or carry out a
design in all its detail. The intense division
of labor imposed by the scale, uses and tech-
niques of modern building involved a rou-
tine specialization. The architect was forced
to submit to commercial requirements often
pernicious to artistic quality. At the same
time, with the growing scale of operation,
manufactured units were increasingly stand-
ardized. Less and less planning and draw-
ing were required in suburban projects, made
up of rows of almost identical houses, and
in high buildings with repeated storeys of
fairly uniform design, lacking ornament and
mouldings. For a given floor space in 1929
perhaps half as much drafting was neces-
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sary as in 1920. Even if building had
continued after 1929 at the same rate as be-
fore, technological unemployment seemed to
be imminent in architecture.

The rationalizing of design was developed
further during the crisis despite, or even
because of, the cessation of building. Econo-
mists looked to the revival of the building
industries for the first impetus in overcom-
ing the depression. But no market existed,
and an intense effort was made’ to discover
means. of reducing the cost of building, of
designing standardized houses which could
be produced largely in the factory and set
up quickly with little labor and planning.
It was hoped that such houses, sold at
$1,500 to $3,500, would reach a market
hitherto untouched by housing promotion,
and play a role in American economy like
the automobile during the last boom period.
The numerous designs that emerged at this
time could find no financial backing; such
projects threatened the values of existing
mortgaged property and past investments;
and besides, the market was illusory. Sav-
ings had been consumed during unemploy-
ment, and the uncertainties of the slight up-
swing were unfavorable to such speculation.
But even unrealized, these projects indicated
the reduced prospects of the architectural
profession. The new standardized types of
housing required few designers.

Architects became aware now, if only from
the literature of the construction industries,

“that the future of their profession lay largely

in housing. But private capital cannot by
itself build such housing. Wages are too
low to permit a rent sufficient for profitable
large-scale building operations. A govern-
ment subsidy is therefore absolutely neces-
sary for private building enterprise. The
state is thus drawn into the field of housing,
and the future of the architect, his economic
security, the character of his work, are in-
timately bound up with the government’s
policy. But even with such subsidy, private
residential building must be decidedly limited,
especially in the larger cities where land is
so costly.

Architects, even of conservative tendency,
recognize the present impasse of building.
They observe a monstrous situation—im-
mense technical resources for building, mis-
erably housed masses, an army of skilled ar-
chitects, technicians and building workers,
unemployed or assigned to temporary. relief
projects.

Appeals from social workers, liberals and
manufacturers for government support of
private housing seemed to promise a re-
newal of building; but to date this promise
has yielded very little. The government has
poured out huge sums to salvage bad mort-

gages and has engaged in elaborate engineer-
ing projects, but the amount of subsidized
or directly supported building of homes for
the workers and lower middle class has been
insignificant in proportion to the constantly
proclaimed need and to the normal quantity
of construction before 1929. At the same
time the government has collaborated with
private industry to reduce the wages of
building workers and architects. The pay
of skilled architects assigned to federal and
local projects has been fixed at $23 to $30 a
week—half, and in many cases, one-third of
their wage before the depression. And even
the present low standards have been won
only through the militancy of the first na-
tional union of architects, the Federation of
Architects, Engineers, Chemists and Techni-
cians.

During the crisis, architects have lost their
zest for esthetic problems. Architecture is
an art only when people build; the alterna-
tives of design must be real to excite en-
thusiasm and -conflict.

Modern architects are stimulated by the
wonderful variety of materials and the new
technical resources of building. They are
inspired by the thought that they are at the
same time imaginative artists and scientific
technicians, that they create communal en-
vironments as well as spectacles for the eye,
and that their creations ‘touch upon every
aspect of human life. But these possibilities
are hardly realized today; and the writings
of architects, who appreciate the dignity of
their art, have an inevitable utopian ring.
The most progressive and gifted European
architects have to their credit many plans,
but few buildings; and those who were most
active in Germany before 1933 are now in
exile. Although large-scale planning is, for
economic reasons, essential to architecture as
a technique and as an art, such planning
under capitalism cannot attain the freedom,
the control over its means and ends, which
existed for older architects in designing single
buildings. There are few if any projects
assigned to architects in which they can
build according to the most advanced scien-
tific and human standards. If they design
housing on a large scale, they plan for low
standards of living, tiny rooms and mediocre
equipment; if they build skyscrapers, they
build to advertise a property, and design
structures which are forcedly wvulgar, pre-
tentious and unhealthy, and which add to the
miseries of city life. The good modern
buildings are few in number, rare, almost
exotic structures, more often those in which
no conscious reference has been made to
artistic values or human needs, but have re-
spected the highest requirements in the
proper housing and operation of machines.
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In the human housing projects, all phan-
tasy and expression are excluded beyond the
incidental by-products of the commercially
calculated results and those inexpensive
feeble adjustments of minor surface details
which announce an artistic ingredient. This
poverty of form is sofetimes blessed as an
admirable simplicity, suited to the age, and
is compared with the qualities of a villa by
Le Corbusier. But whereas this bareness of
surface in a large private dwelling planned
by Le Corbusier for a rentier esthetic is an
elegant, highly-formalized and studied solu-
tion, enhanced by choice materials, ample
spaces, fine furniture and pictures, and by
the complexities of freely designed interior
vistas, in the poorer homes, with its small
rooms, low ceilings and plain walls, it is
simply the expression of the celebrated “min-

imum standards” with which functionalist
architects have been so preoccupied.

This situation is not inherent in the na-
ture of architecture or modern technique.
It follows rather from economic and social
factors. The efficiency, continuity and prog-
ress of building depend today on two essen-
tial conditions—centralized large-scale plan-
ning, and a high and steadily rising-tiving
standard of the masses. State capitalism,
fascist control, might realize, to a certain
degree, the first condition; but only for a
short period and at the expense of the living
standards of the masses. It could design
barracks and battleships, and monumental
public buildings to serve the rulers’ vanity,
but it could not provide superior homes and
cities for the entire masses. ~Only a socialist
state could guarantee the latter.
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When both conditions are present, the
modern architect will really come into his
own. A planned city cannot be designed
mechanically or by mere repetition of a unit,
but requires the collective work of hundreds
of architects; and the dwellings and schools
of a classless society, with the highest stand-
ards available to everyone, become problems
of art and technique calling for the imagina-
tion and unhampered intelligence which have
presided in the best architecture of the past
about these conditions. The change rests
finally on the strength of the revolutionary
working class.

In supporting the workers, to whom he
is allied as a producer and as an exploited
and insecure professional, the architect acts
for his own interest and the interests of his
craft function.

The Middle Class Today and Tomorrow:

The Old World of Capitalism

ORE than 3,000,000 men and
women who formerly earned their
living in middle-class occupations,

and at least another half million of middle-
class youth who have never been employed,

are today in the ranks of the unemployed— -

some out of business, some unable to main-
tain independent professional work and all
excluded from salaried jobs. These figures
do not include those farmers who are part of
the great middle class. Their problems also
are related to the present stage of capitalism,
but for the moment they are not under dis-
cussion. ‘ '

The capitalist system had its earliest roots
in small-scale production and petty trade.
But long before the crisis this old middle
class of petty capitalists was dwindling under
the pressure of large-scale production and
large corporations. At the same time, a new
middle class was created from the minor
executives employed by corporations, from
the increasing numbers of professional work-
ers, from the army of subordinate white-
collar workers, and from the inactive owners
of small investments.

This new middle class was also in an un-
stable position. During the great post-war
boom mergers and mechanization' of office
work tended to cut down the relative size
of salaried and clerical staff — relative, that
is, to the increase in production and business
activity. ‘Then the crisis of 1929 sharpened
all previous trends. It has made the situa-
tion of the American middle class one of the
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great mass problems of the world of capi-
talism.

But this undermining of their economic
status is merely the sudden culmination of a
long slow process. To understand it, we
need to look separately at each broad section
of the middle class, for, as Lewis Corey
stated in his book on The Crisis of the
Middle Class, “There is'no identity of eco-
nomic interest between independent enter-
prisers and salaried employes and profes-
sionals.”

Obviously the tremendous growth of big
industry has not entirely destroyed the old
petty capitalist middle-class employers., By
1929 the largest 200 non-banking corpora-
tions had drawn into themselves nearly 40
percent of all non-banking business wealth.
But still roughly 20 percent remained in the
hands of unincorporated concerns—individ-
uals and partnerships. A fringe of small
manufacturers survived wherever operation
was possible without large investment. They
make up a considerable body in several food
industries, in clothing, printing, and the
large census item “lumber and timber prod-
ucts, miscellaenous.” Small concerns func-
tion in bituminous coal mining, as building
contractors and as small-town taxi owners,
and real-estate and insurance agents. Most
important as their last business stronghold
is neighborhood trade. But after the World
War the chain-store idea, which had first
appears many years before, was taken up
by finance capital, and the “heavy mortality

in small stores” became a subject for special
discussion.

Throughout the post-war boom small bus-
iness failures were touching record figures.
When “prosperity” was in full bloom, about
one concern in eight was failing in the
course of a year. Of course many found
their way back into business again, but by
1929 the “proprietors and firm members”
reported by the Census of Manufactures
were roughly half as many as they had been
in 1919. Their production had dropped to
barely 8 percent of the total manufacturing
output. In retail trade, chain stores with
their undercutting prices and their large
scale buying had captured more than 20
percent of total sales. Among the 1,375,509
“independents” about half were small stores
with weekly sales averaging less than $200
and therefore giving the owner less than $20
a week in clear income for himself and his
family.

Just how many petty capitalists were in
business in 1929 the census reports and the
income-tax returns neatly conceal behind
their various tabulations. Estimates place
the pre-crisis total of non-farming small bus-
iness men and women (including non-salaried
professionals) somewheer between three and
three and a half million. (Nourse, Kuznets,
Corey.) They were clearly outnumbered
by the new middle class of salaried employes.

Then the crisis swept over them like a
destructive storm. Some 68,000 manufactur-
ing etsablishments (roughly one-third of the
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total) operating in 1929 were entirely closed
in 1933. Business failures rose to a new
record peak. Chain stores drew in 25 per-
cent instead of 20 percent of the total sales.
Thousands tried desperately to gain a fresh
footing in small business and increased the
number of restaurants, filling stations and
coal and wood yards although sales in these
lines as elsewhere were declining. More
and more of the small traders—if they sur-
vived at all—slipped into the poorest group.

The three million professionals in the
United States are a diverse group, includ-
ing almost every possible relation to the
economic system. Especially among the doc-
tors, dentists, trained nurses, lawyers and
architects independent practice has been the
prevailing rule. But many of these men
and women have been drawn into salaried
work, and in other professions salaried work
has become general; most professionals are
now dependent on jobs. Artists and writers
have commonly had to sell their skill in
salaried jobs or commercial contracts while
they tried to pursue genuine creative work
on the side.

All alike have been hard hit by the crisis.
For the general decline in middle-class in-
come has cut into private professional work
of all kinds. “Comfortable” families have
cut down on doctors’ bills and never em-
ploy a trained nurse. The halt in building

- and industrial production has thrown out

many architects and technicians who had
previously felt secure. Public school teach-
ers have not only had “deductions,” but in
Chicago and a few other cities«they were
faced with payless paydays.

Even in 1930, the incomplete Census of
Unemployment had reported that three out
of every 100 professional workers were
totally unemployed. Two years later the
U.S. Office of Education estimated that some
200,000 teachers (more than one in six of
all teachers) were unemployed. From these
and scattering figures in other professions
the Labor Research Association estimates
that the total unemployment among all pro-
fessions has risen above 750,000, or an aver-
age of one in four.

On salaried workers in certain industries
(including many professionals) we have an
estimate from the Department of Commerce
on the crisis decline in employment. Accord-
ing to this, some 30 percent of all salaried
workers employed in 1929 in mining, man-
ufacturing, construction, steam railroads and
water transportation were out of those in-
dustries in 1932. Those still employed were
recc;ving on an average 16-percent less than
they had received in 1929. And when we
remember that these figures include the top
corporation executives, most of whom were
still sitting pretty (and even in some cases
increasing their own salaries) we see what
terrific insecurity the crisis brought to the
salaried middle class. In fact the.Census of
Manufactures gives dependable figures which
reveal the sharper decline among salaried em-
employes other than top executives. Here

802,484 were employed in 1933, in compari-
son with 1,203,760 in 1929, a drop of more
than 400,000 or one-third of the total in
manufacturing.

But just as salaried workers include on
the one hand professionals arid various grades
of executives, so they shade down to the
most poorly-paid office workers. Typists,
bookkeepers, file clerks and operators of va-
rious office machines have never enjoyed any
greater security or higher pay than many
factory workers, but they have been steadily
encouraged to regard themselves as budding
capitalists set apart from the working class.
The crisis has been teaching them that their
status is no better than that of the factory
workers and truck drivers. In fact many
salaried workers in all groups (except top
executives and most highly-paid technicians)
are beginning to understand their kinship
with the proletariat.

The fourth section of the city middle class
is made up of the uncounted persons (prob-
ably less than 2,000,000) living on small
incomes derived from invested capital and
taking no part in business or professional
activity. Some of these tried to “play the
market” during the boom, but the dice were
loaded against small speculators and when
the market collapsed thousands of them were
left holding the bag.

After 1929 the total income from rents
and dividends was reduced, although some
corporations—especially among the giant in-
dustrials—had sufficient reserves to .continue
payment of dividends to stockholders. Many
bond issues have been defaulted. All these
cuts in capitalist income have affected most
sharply the small investors without inside
pull in the financial world. Also the per-
manent decline ~in rates of interest, charac-
teristic of the present period, has hit the
small investor on the income side, while the
drive for higher prices is pulling the cost
of living up toward its pre-crisis level. In
spite of the new wave of increasing divi-
dends, many of the smaller members of the

- renter class have been pushed down to per-

manent poverty.

Sufferings of the middle class since the
crisis have been less evident than the suf-
ferings of the workers, except where in-

dividuals, unable to endure the collapse of |

their security, have swelled the number of
suicides. On the whole, the middle class
has had more resources to draw upon than
workers have had and only when these are
exhausted have the white-collar workers and
small businessmen come on to the relief rolls.
Also, of course, to a certain unmeasured
extent, some individuals of the middle class
have been able to find and hold working-
class jobs, thus saving themselves from des-
titution while they increased the problem
of working-class unemployment.

But it is broadly true that savings have
been spent, home ownership has been for-
feited and masses of individuals, stripped of
property, have joined the destitute prole-
tariat on the relief rolls. It may be assumed
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that members of the middle class have been
largely responsible for the recent increase in
total numbers on public relief. Taking
urban and rural together, these have risen
from less than 21 million persons a year
ago to 24 million in February, 1936. A
sample - study of Urban Relief Population
(in thirteen cities) as of August, 1935,
found that “17 or 18 percent of the em-
ployable persons on (urban) relief belong
to the white-collar group.”

We do not. need a statistical measure,
however, to recognize the mass problem of
destitution which Capitalism and the capi-
talist crisis have created among the middle
class. For many of them “recovery” can
bring no restoration of their one-time se-
curity. .The long-time trend of decline in
small business is basic to the capitalist sys-
tem. The new rise in corporation profits
is most evident in large concerns. It has
been achieved partly through speed-up and
a relative reduction of staff, not only among
the wage-earners but among office workers
and minor executives as well. Such wide-
spread corporate reorganizations as, for ex-
ample, the recent mergers among U.S. Steel
Corp. subsidiaries effect - “economics” at the
expense of salaried employes.

No broad revival with unlimited expan-
sion of industry can be expected under capi-
talism, apart from actual war production.
The financial rulers are shaping “recovery”
with an eye to their own immediate profit.
Workers and middle class alike face lowered
standards of living, a downward trend in
occupational status and the permanent prob-
lem of mass unemployment.

Mackey
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The Middle Class Today and Tomorrow:
Fascist Barbarism

Under

ASCISM, both in theory and as a po-
Flitical regime, is a beautiful example

of the wolf in sheep’s clothing. For
the wolf substitute, in your mind’s eye, the
sleek, crafty, resourceful and utterly ruthless
power of finance capital, trapped in the
blind-alley of its own contradictions, its
fangs bared in a permanent snarl, desperate
as only a beast of prey can be desperate—
to the death and without quarter. Then, for
the deceptive sheep’s skin substitute all the
hollow “liberal” ideas, democratic illusions,
fantastic hopes and eviscerated utopian yearn-
ings of the petty-bourgeois masses. Those
masses which think of liberty and equality as
“natural rights” to be preserved rather than
as hard realities to be won; which fondly
believe in the myth of their independence as
a “third estate,” wedged between the preda-
tory violence of the ruling bourgeoisie and
the revolutionary thrust of the proletariat—
and to whom in their proud credulity a
wolf by any other name could be the Shep-
herd of the Twenty-third Psalm .

Any member of the middle classes in the
United States who still toys with the dan-
gerous idea that fascism is, ever was or ever
can be, his way out of the capitalist crisis,
would do well to keep that image in mind.
To assist him in doing so—and by way of
warning against any escape that does not
frankly accept the clear-cut directives of the
People’s Front under working-class leader-
ship (I say ‘““leadership”—not “domination”)
—the following very brief summary of con-
ditions in fascist Italy and Nazi Germany is
presented.

The central fact in the rise and growth
of fascism is the trend of the entire capitalist
system in the direction of private monopoly
control: both of social production in the
fields of industry and agriculture and of the
exchange mechanisms associated with banks
and financial institutions. In Germany, at
the time when Hitler assumed power, this
control was already well advanced and re-
quired merely the support of an intensely re-
actionary and militarist state to express it-
self in its political form as “the open terror-
ist dictatorship of finance capital.” Two
banking trusts — the semi-state Commerz-
Bank and the Dedi-Bank—rapidly emerged
as the dominant financial institutions of the
Third Reich, leaving behind them the wreck-
age of hundreds of smaller banks, including
those municipal, savings ‘and middle-class
banks which “National Socialism” promised
to coordinate in the public interest. Behind
these banks, with their colossal reserves ap-
propriated from the German people, was the
General Economic Council established in
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September, 1933. Its members at that time
included such powerful “robber barons” as
Fritz Thyssen, Krupp von Bohlen, Karl von
Siemens, Dr. Voegler and the bankers Baron
von Schroeder, Otto Fischer and the present
financial dictator, Hjalmar Horace Greeley
Schacht.

As in Italy, the sole purpose in. this re-
shuffling of the capitalist deck was to accel-
erate, under cover of middle-class demagogy,
the process of wealth concentration. The
first line of attack—labor and trade-union
organizations—was facilitated by the class-
collaboration tactics of the petty bourgeoisie
which provided fascism .with its chief mass
support—and its next victim. Thus, in Ger-
many, the powerful “Fighting League of the
Trading Middle Class” (made up principally
of the small shopkeepers and enterprisers
whose anti-semitism was an hysterical out-
growth of their economic decline) was so
effectively smashed by Hitler—the last time
during the June purge of 1934—that its
members must either swim with the prole-
tarian opposition or sink in their own isola-
tion. Another group — the craftsmen and
artisans—has fared no better: in the one
town of Breslau, for example, of 900 hair-
dressers in 1934, 560 were on relief, as were
more than half of the shoemakers, some 500
of the innkeepers and scores of carpenters,
tailors, pharmacists and other craftsmen.

If economic security, independent means
(from rentes or dividends) and the owner-
ship of productive capital in land or equip-
ment are indicators of middle-class status,
then the claims of fascism that it has in-
creased this group are entirely wrong. As a
proportion of all those gainfully employed in
Germany and Italy the middle class has de-
creased in numbers by from 25 to 35 per-
cent. In Italy the monthly average of bank-
ruptcies has risen from 321 in 1922 (before
Mussolini took power) to 1,100 in 1935;

‘after stating that “the middle class of in-

dependent artisans and commercial people
forms five percent of the population,” Dr.
Herman Finer, in his excellent study, Mus-
solini’s Italy, points out that, “compared with
1914 the civil administration (officials,
judges, teachers) have suffered a quite seri-
ous decrease of real wages, in some cases as
much as 24 percent. The Army”—and this
is a universal trait of fascism ' everywhere—

“the Army is much better off.”

In taxation, unemployment and relief, as
regards wages, hours of work and general
living conditions, the middle classes, both
urban and rural, become under fascism in-
distinguishable from the proletariat. While
in Germany the net profits of some dozen

great combines rose by 350 percent in the
first year of Nazi power and 1935 salaries
of many big executives were raised by from
20,000 to 40,000 marks annually, the cost
of living is officially admitted to have in-
creased by 13 percent in three years, 1934
“savings” in the costs of social insurance
amounted to over a billion marks as com-
pared with 1933—and the total increase in
unemployment from August, 1935 to Febru-
ary, 1936 is now admitted to be 50 percent
greater than previous reports—in other
words, 1,240,000, instead of a paltry 814,000.
Wages have declined precipitously in all
branches: today, according to a special dis-
patch to The Manchester Guardian,

nearly 32 percent of the working population of
Germany earn less than 25 marks a week, while
of the remainder 35 percent earn between 25 and
50 marks a week. :

That is, about half of those now “gainfully”
employed under the swastika can enjoy their
Nordic (or pay for their Semitic) culture at
the rate of from $5 to $10 a week. This
army of wage-helots includes virtually all of
the middle-class' office workers.

Conditions in Italy — which has already
reached the stage of war that is the final
“Justification” of fascism—are rapidly head-
ing for zero on all counts. In 1927, when
Mussolini engineered his costly deflation of
the lira, wages promptly declined by from
20 to 40 percent. Further decreases fol-
lowed with monotonous regularity: in April,
1934, a sixth official reduction cut the sal-
aries of all government employes by from
5 to 20 percent. Today wages and salaries
in Italy are lower than they have been at
any time in the past hundred years. Bank-
ruptcies— a prime indicator of conditions
among the trading petty bourgeoisie—have
increased from a monthly average of 321
in 1922 (before Mussolini took power) to
1,100 in 1935. Parallel with this decline
among the Italian masses and middle-class
groups goes the usual monopolist trend in
capital. For example: in the seven-year
period, 1928-1934, large banking concerns
(over 100 million lire each) increased their
share of the national banking funds from 30
to 79.2 percent, while the share of the small
concerns decreased from 70 to 21.8 percent.

In agriculture the situation is even worse.
According to Paul H. Douglas, 50 percent
of Italy’s cultivatable land is concentrated in
one-half of one percent of the total farm
holdings, while of the approximately 8-
000,000 agricultural workers, 3,000,000 are
little better than casual laborers whose
hourly earnings (when they can work) sel-
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dom exceed 10 cents. In 1933-34 almost half
of the fascist tax revenues was contributed
by the workers, including the clerical, pro-
fessional and middle-class groups. In Ger-
many taxation reduces an average wage al-
ready at or below the subsistence line by
about 25 percent.

In neither country has the basic problem
of housing even been attacked properly. The
Nazis “promised” 1,200,000 new dwellings;

_actually fewer than 12,000 have been built
to date and the number of homeless families
has increased to a million and a half since
1927. As for Italy, we have it on the au-
thority of Hugh Quigley, a prominent Brit-
ish architect who has made a thorough study
of the ‘“‘achievements’” of Mussolini’s Cor-
.porative State, that

Fascism has to its credit no great housing
schemes to relieve congestion and provide better
homes. . . . Slum areas have been cleared .to make
room for grandiose conceptions such as the great
boulevards running from the Capitol to the Col-
liseum in Rome . . . but no real provision has
been made for rehousing the population displaced.
In this respect fascist history is one of unrelieved
indifference and brutality. . . .

To which one may add, grimly, “in all
respects.” Among the hundreds of bitter
jokes on the Nazi regime one—reported by
Josephine Herbst—tells the whole story:

Hitler goes to a barber shop and asks the
barber what can be done to make his flat hair
stand up a little. The barber (himself a rep-
resentative of the middle-class artisan group) re-
plies, “Stick your head out the window and look
at what is going on in Germany: your hair will
stand on end for the rest of your life.”

T HE fate of the middle classes under
fascism is most vividly illustrated by
what happens to education and cultural ac-
tivities in general. Hitler's own paper, The
Voelkischer Beobachter, had some very frank
things to say about this just a year ago:

The economic misery of the young undergradu-
ates has reached the limit of endurance. Through
this misery the academic youth of Germany is
confronted with a moral and intellectual distress
that is tantamount to despair and proletarianiza-
tioa.

Thus, in direct contradiction to its repu-

diation of “Marxism,” with its emphasis on-

classes, German fascism openly admits the
“proletarianization” of its own middle-class
youth. In the summer of 1933, before the
Hitler regime had got into its full stride,
university enrollments stood at 130,000; in
the spring of 1934, out of about 40,000
eligible for entrance, 15,000 were to be
admitted: of this number 8,000 men and

1,000 women had first to pass through the

labor camps. Less than half of these 9,000
were finally matriculated. Furthermore, in
1934, 22,000 children of ‘“‘unreliable” (i.e.,
suspected of anti-Nazism or “Semitic” origin)
parents were forced into “land-year” service
on the big estates; by 1935 this total had
increased to 40,000. We know that in 1933
the Nazi authorities set up so-called “student
unions,” which openly led attacks on “un-

popular” (radical) teachers and on all op-
position to the prevailing “Aryan” philoso-
phy. As for the teachers themselves, we
learn from a recent article on ‘“Education
under the Nazis” by that staunch liberal,
Prof. Charles A. Beard, that

all protective safeguards against administrative
removals, transfers, and demotions have been
broken down, and the teaching profession stands
defenseless before the administrative machine. In
addition [American professional organizations
take notice!] teachers’ organizations, which for-
merly sought to advance the interests of the pro-
fession, have gone the way of the trade unions
and have been incorporated in the Nazi system.

Italian fascism has shown its respect for
education by reducing the number of univer-
sity registrations from 82,000 in 1927 to a
bare 32,000 in 1932. Premiér Mussolini,
speaking on the subject in 1930, expressed
himself with characteristic bluster:

Discipline, yes: iron, military discipline; but of
soldiers, that is, of men who have a conscience,
a will, a character, and who therefore do not
renounce themselves in a devotion in which—
nothing is given!

[

(Compare with the Nazi Guenthler: “a
healthy body will be better able to cope with
the tasks lying before us than a trained and
well-filled head.”)

Failing the arguments of propaganda, co-
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ercion and intimidation there remains the
final weapon—open terror. Since the Nazis
assumed power in Germany, over 4,000 anti-
fascists of all ranks have been killed, 317,000
have been arrested and over 200,000 wound-
ed and tortured. And in Italy, according to
figures recently published by Carlo Rossi:

during 1927-32 there were 3,500 persons tried by
the Special Tribunal, and about 2,000 of them
were sentenced to nearly 12,000 years’ imprison-
ment . . . twenty-eight trials took place in 1934,
the prison sentences totalling 1,735 years. During
the first five months of 1935 already twenty-four
trials have taken place against 225 accused, the
prison sentences totalling 1,224 years. Since the
so-called amnesty of September, 1934, the Special
Tribunal has convicted 400 people. Particularly
notable are the verdicts given in May, 1935, in-
volving a prison total of 564 years against seventy
~accused from Trieste and Istria. . .

It should be clear, even from this sum-
mary review, that fascism, in the classic
phrase of R. Palme Dutt, is “the organiza-
tion of social decay.” Middle-class groups
are involved in this decay with the workers
who necessarily bear the first shock of all
political reaction. WIll they understand that
no escape from the wolf of fascism is pos-
sible until—and unless—they frankly ally
themselves with the workers—who, also of
necessity, -are in the first line of defense
against it?

A Middle-Aged Middle-Class Woman...

GENEVIEVE TAGGARD

In the middle of winter, middle of night

A woman took veronol in vain.

How hard it is to sleep

If you once think of the cold, continent-wide,
Iron-bitter. Ten below. Here in bed I stiffen.
It was a mink-coat Christmas, said the papers . .

Heated taxis and orchids.

Stealthy cold, old terror

Of the poor, and especially the children.

In Vermont near the marble-quarries. .
O medicine

Again, wide awake again.

Now try to sleep.

. . I must not think

Give blank against that fact, the strike, the cold.

How cold Vermont can be.

It’s nerves, I know,

But I keep thinking how a rat will gnaw

In an old house.

Hunger that has no haste. . .
Porcupines eat salt out of wood in winter.

Starve

So our children now. Brush back the hair from forehead,

See the set faces hungrier than rodents.

In the Ford towns

They shrivel. Their fathers accept tear-gas and black-jacks.

When they sleep, whimper.

Bad sleep for us all.

Their mouths work, supposing food. Fine boys and girls.
Hunger, busy with this cold to make barbarian
These states, to haunt the houses of farmers, destroyers

Of crops by plan.

And the city poor in cold-water flats

Fingering the gas-cocks—can’t even die easy
If they turn the gas off. I'm sick, I tell you. Veronol

Costs money, too.

Costs more than I can pay.

And night’s long night-mare costs me, costs me much.
I’ll not endure this stink of poverty. Sheriffs, cops,
Boss of the town, union enemy, crooks and cousins,

I hope the people win.
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The Middle Class Today and Tomorrow:

The New World of Socialism

HAT will happen to the middle

class under socialism? Today,

this question need not be consid-
ered from the purely theoretical viewpoint.
We already have the living example of the
Soviet Union. We know now from experi-
ence that socialism actually does replace
production for profit with production for the
benefit of society. Economic activity in this
new world is determined not by the profits
of the capitalist, but by the needs of society.
This results in the complete liberation of
all the forces of production, of all the crea-
tive and constructive impulses of man.

The objective of socialism is the abolition
of all classes and all class differences. For
the - purpose of establishing socialism, the
big bourgeoisie is the first class to be elim-
inated. The middle class and its individual
members are absorbed into the unity of col-
lective labor which is the basis of socialist
life. As the new system advances upon
the rising level of technique and production,
the workers and farmers also disappear as
classes, and we have the classless society of
socialist citizens, each working in his own
field toward the common goal.

Socialism nationalizes the means of pro-
duction and distribution, destroys the old
capitalist state and replaces it with the state
of the workers and farmers. In exceptional
cases, members of the big bourgeoisie may
accept and adapt themselves to the new
social order. Thus, Vice-Commissar of War
Kamenev was a general in the czarist army;
and various Soviet enterprises contain man-
agers who were formerly factory owners.
But the exploiting bankers and manufac-
-turers must disappear as a class along with
the capitalist system which produced them.

The industrial workers, who are the dom-
inant force in socialist economy and the
socialist state, transform themselves while
transforming society. In liberating themselves
from capitalism, they liberate all other use-
ful social groups, for they have no one
under them to exploit. As general knowl-
edge and technical skill become universal,
and as all classes disappear, they, too, become
socialist citizens instead of a separate class.

In the village, socialism destroys the cap-

italist foundation of classes through the in-
dustrialization and collectivization of agri-
culture. Under socialism, the gulf which
separates the city from the country dis-
appears; the farmer is no longer a farmer
in the old sense. In the Soviet Union, the
peasant, once a beast of burden, has climbed
through industrialization and collectivization
to higher living standards and to a higher
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culture. With our advanced technique, the
American sharecropper would make even
more rapid progress under socialism. The
vague term ‘“middle class” includes not an
independent class, like the proletariat or the
bourgeoisie, but those middle strata of the
population of whom the non-exploiting
farmers constitute a large part. For these
farmers the dramatic rise of the Soviet peas-
ant is an extraordinary object lesson in the
ways of socialism.

In this planned and unified social system
the members of the middle class not only
find their place, but they also find a life of
security and growth impossible for them
under capitalism. The old middle class of
small independent business men disappears as
a social grouping and its individuals become
absorbed in the collective economy of social-
ism; the functional groups of the middle
class become part of the new community of
labor.

In the Soviet Union, for example, former
owner-managers of small enterprises have
become employes either of the state or of
the cooperatives. As employes, they are
guaranteed and actually enjoy the funda-
mental rights to work and to receive a secure
income; they are free of the dependent rela-
tions of capitalist industry; they have the
security of an all-inclusive social-insurance
system; they have increased leisure and the
increase of personal freedom which leisure
makes possible; they have constantly increas-
ing living standards and the fullest access to
art and culture.

These enormous gains are most evident in
the case of the functional groups of the
middle class, primarily of the technological
professions, such as engineers, chemists, archi-
tects, physicists and economists; and of the
service professions, such as doctors, dentists,
writers, artists, newspapermen, actors and
teachers. :

Under socialism, engineers, architects,
scientists and technologists of various kinds
hold an especially important place. Socialism
can develop only on the basis of increased
productivity, and the abolition of private
profit abolishes all artificial limits to demand.
As a result, effort is concentrated on the
development of science and technique. Every
facility is placed at the disposal of the tech-
nological professions for growth and creative
labor.

Every honest observer has been amazed at
the expansion and progress of science and
technology in the Soviet Union. But this
is nothing to be amazed at. These advances
are inherent in socialism. The moment you

relieve production from its capitalist burdens,
the moment you coordinate and plan and
push economy to higher and higher levels,
that moment the scientist and technologist
becomes an honored and indispensable man.
Under capitalism today, the professional is
the victim of salary cuts and unemployment;
he is thrown into the street because he can
no longer bring the capitalist profit. Big
Business, caught in a crisis of its own mak-
ing, retards science, suppresses inventions,
withholds means for research. The wvast
possibilities of modern science are frustrated
by a system which can no longer make
progress. In the Soviet Union there has
been a striking increase in the number of
scientists and scientific institutions, in dis-
covery and invention, in the collaboration -
between the workers at the factory bench
and the scientist in the laboratory.

Moreover, under socialism economy be-
comes more and more a matter of organiza-
tion, management and supervision. And -
these functions are divested of the charac-
teristics which mark them under the exploi-
tation of capitalism. The work of the econ-
omist, the accountant, the manager, the
chemist, the physicist, the architect, the en-
gineer, is encouraged as a form of produc-
tive social labor. That is why there has
been so great an increase in the number of
these professionals in the U.S.S.R.

This is equally true of the service pro-
fessions. In the Soviet Union the doctor
and the dentist have security and prestige
and opportunity for free development because
medicine is socialized. Under capitalism
there are a few rich doctors who multiply
the visits of their patients and encourage
operations because these mean profit. There
are patent-medicine rackets so rich that no
one succeeds in stopping them. There are
a mass of doctors who are poor because the
workers do not get sufficient wages to take
care of their health, and millions who need
medical attention but have no money for it.
In the socialist society of the Soviet Union
the doctor is paid by the state to keep  his
patients well. His income is the same
whether he performs ten operations or none.
This places the emphasis upon socialized
preventive medicine—equally good for the
patient, the doctor, and society as a whole.

The remarkable growth of education and
of the arts in the Soviet Union is also
inherent in the socialist system. The bour-
geois ideal of property as the chief expres-
sion of the personality is replaced by the
socialist idea of creative cultural labor.
Knowledge, art and culture in general be-
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come not the property of a privileged caste,

but an integral part of the whole of life.

and of all the people. Hence the increase
in the number of schools, newspapers, thea-
ters, cultural clubs which is so striking a
feature of Soviet life. Socialism moves to-
ward universal knowledge, toward the en-
lightenment of the whole community. This
means not only security for the educator, the
artist, the actor, the newspaperman; it also
means something equally important for the
so-called” service professions—the opportun-
ity for the fullest self-expression and the
highest development of their creative func-
tions.

Under socialism, the problem of the use-
ful, functional groups in the middle class is
relatively simple. Somewhat more compli-
cated is the position of the small business-
man. Representing an outmoded form of
production and distribution, he must make a
. special effort to adapt himself to the new
social order. But once he realizes that his
interests are with socialism rather than cap-

italism, his place in the new order offers
him many advantages over his old status.
At present he is crushed by monopoly cap-
ital; he pays high taxes, is squeezed to the
wall by the trusts and the chain stores; his
business is ruined by the reduction in the
income and the living standards of his cus-
tomers, the workers, farmers and profes-
sionals. His typical lot in the crisis is
bankruptcy or unendurable debt.

The small businessmen may be divided
roughly into two categories. They are
either small independent producers with
sweatshops that have no machines; or dis-
tributors like the small storekeeper.  The
small producers who own and manage their
small enterprises, work themselves and some-
times employ a few workers. In the Soviet

Union such people joined producers’ co-
operatives. Instead of having ten small in-
dividual producers on ten adjacent blocks,
these men got together and established one
cooperative shop in which all ten worked.
They received machinery and raw materials
from the socialist state on a preferential
basis. They got concessions in taxes. In
this way, they ‘developed a more efficient and
more productive organization than the ten
little shops which they formerly had. Above
all, they had economic security and the op-
portunity to advance their economic lot be-
cause they were relieved of the burden of
competition. In this way the small producer
" eventually entered the cooperative system, or
became an employe often in the highly paid
managerial personnel of a state large-scale
factory.

The producers’ cooperatives do not divide
their income equally.
incomes, like the wages of the industrial
workers, depend on the individual’s output.
But there is every incentive and every op-
portunity for the individual to improve his
abilities, to increase his output. Prices are
regulated by the socialist state, and there
are no profits in the capitalist sense. As

Under socialism, such

Soviet citizens, the members of the coopera-
tives are entitled to all the social benefits of
the socialist system; but they also have their
own social insurance, their own hospitals,
club rooms, reading rooms, cultural organ-
izations. Moreover, there is an All-Union
Organization of Producers’ Cooperatives. In
this way members of the former middle
class have advantages they never enjoyed
under capitalism. Instead of being an iso-
lated, helpless little businessman, with no
real voice in the national economy or the
affairs of state, the former small producer
is now a member of a powerful organization
with tremendous economic, social and- politi-
cal influence. His interests are represented
in the general interests of the socialist society
of which he is a citizen.

The second group of small businessmen,
the distributors — owners of grocery and

clothing stores, for example—enter the con-

sumers’ cooperatives. Socialism abolishes all
private trade. The chain stores, like the
A. & P., would be taken over by society on
a national scale; the small stores would be
organized into consumers’ cooperatives.

Under capitalism, the small store owner
exploits his employes and has sharp conflicts
with them; the need for profit compels him
to take advantage of the consumer, too. He
competes fiercely with his rivals and either
gobbles them up or they gobble him up. He
is insecure; he may be wiped out by the
“business cycle,” or taken over by the chain
stores or closed by the banks that hold his
mortgage. He loses money because of chang-
ing fashions artificially introduced by the
big manufacturers. Health, accident and
death in the family are solely his private
concern; he pays for them when he can,
or goes without them when the “business
cycle” drives him into poverty and bank-
ruptcy. In short, he is a lamb among the
wolves of capitalism.

Under socialism, the same man enters a
consumers’ cooperative. He is freed of the
insane struggle for profit. He neither ex-
ploits nor is exploited; he has neither fierce
competitors nor trusts to devour him. Capi-
talism has been abolished and planned econ-
omy introduced, hence no crises to ruin him.
There are no artificially induced changes
in style for private profit, hence no loss on
stocks. He has the benefits of social insur-
ance, socialized medicine, art and culture,
both from the state and from his own con-
sumers’ cooperative. In short, he is a crea-
tive, secure citizen in a socialist society.

Apart from these economic advantages,
the sections of the middle class have much
to gain socially and politically from social-
ism. The dictatorship of the proletariat
ceases to be a bugaboo when its real nature
is grasped.
dictatorship in order to destroy outmoded
feudal relations and to establish a new social
order. Today they maintain their power
and profits by a dictatorship which represses
the workers, farmers and lower middle
classes. The proletariat establishes a dicta-

The capitalists established a -
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torship in order to destroy capitalism and
inaugurate socialism.

It is a dictatorship of ninety-nine percent
of the people over the one percent which
exploited them. But socialism itself stimu-
lates the forces which eventually make the
dictatorship superfluous. Already the Sec-
ond Five Year Plan, which' terminates in
1937, has set the goal of abolishing those
factors which create classes and class differ-
ences. This means that the workers, farm-
ers and functional groups of the former
middle class are to be merged into a higher
and freer unity of socialist creative labor.
In this way, the dictatorship is steadily
modified until in time it disappears alto-
gether. According to Sidney and Beatrice
Webb, democracy is more widespread and
more actual in the U.S.S.R. than anywhere
else in the world. In the long run, the so-
cialist state will be replaced by the self-
governing community of labor, and there
will be -communism.

The Soviet Union is the first stage in the
world-wide socialist society; and socialism is
the first stage toward communism. Under .
socialism there are no classes and no class
differences; but there still exist differences
between mental and manual labor and dif-
ferences in income based on ability and out-
put; and the state exists. Under commun-
ism there will be no distinction between
mental and manual labor; income will be
based on the rule: from each according to
his ability, to each according to his needs;
and the state, m the phrase of Engels will
“wither away.”

The Soviet Union has been cited as an
example because it is the first socialist state
in the world. The United States, despite
its technical advances, will naturally learn
from Soviet experience, whose main outlines
are generally applicable. But a socialist
America would start with certain advantages.
It took the Soviet Union years of heroic
effort to achieve the industrial and technical
base indispensible for socialism. That base
already exists in the United States. We
also have an adequate supply of skilled labor
and trained professionals to operate the ex-
isting industries, laboratories, and institu-
tions at their maximum capacity. More-
over, America’s workers, farmers and profes-
sionals are learning from the Soviet Union’s

experience. 'They have seen that socialism
“works.”  Consequently, our professional
and intellectual workers, as distinguished

from the old Russian intelligentsia, can enter
the socialist system at once and with greater
understanding. Finally, a large part of our
middle class has been proletarianized by the
crisis. It understands more and more that
its way out is not fascism, but socialism. If
the professionals and technologists and
teachers and writers cooperate with the
workers and the farmers in establishing the
new order, we have every facility for a rapid
advance toward a socialist America where
civilization can reach heights hitherto un-
dreamed of in this country.
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Books the Middle Class Reads

HE reading public as a whole, as-
suming that the literate population

above the age of ten all reads some-
thing, totals 9o millions. Discounting over-
lappings, 40 million of them buy newspapers,
30 million buy magazines, 26 million read
books drawn from the public libraries, be-
tween two or three millions rent their books
and from two to five hundred thousand
buy them.

Such studies as the Lynds’ Middletown
would indicate that the majority of public-
library users are workers and their children.
Observation would indicate that rental libra-
ries are patronized chiefly by the women of
the middle and lower sections of the middle
classes—the housewives in the residential sec-
tions, and the various grades of clerks in the
business districts. As a group the middle-
class reads fewer books than its educational
advantages and its supposed influence in
American life would call for, and this applies
generally to its apathetic participation in the
cultural life of the country.

I think it might safely be said that where
there is book ownership there is book influ-
ence. In the Soviet Union, for example,
books hold a high place and there, in spite
of the immense expansion of public-library
facilities, there has been a simultaneous ex-
pansion of personal book-ownership. In the
United States there has been a simultaneous
shrinkage of both. Here the movies and
the radio are usually held responsible for
the limited circulation of books, but the
movies and the radio flourish equally in the
Soviet Union. The causes lie deeper.

More important as factors are the pre-
vailing insecurity of life, the prevalent cyn-
icism, which keeps reading a diversion rather
than an activity, the drastic drop in average
income, which automatically takes book pur-
chasing out of the range of most people and
the demoralization of family life. In a stable
and comfortable home a library is a desirable
fixture, but for the relative nomads that
Americans have become it is a burden. Books
are high-priced because of the small market
for them; and the high price reciprocally
limits the market. Since the depression the
never-large total of book publishers has de-
creased by about a fifth, while discharges of
workers by the survivors have further reduced
the personnel of the industry.

The influence of books, however, remains
substantial. While the reading circles, ly-
ceums and literary societies that were once
a feature of American social life have de-
clined, books have preserved their prestige.
It remains the form in which substantial
literary reputations are made, partly because

of their relative permanence as contrasted
with periodical literature, still more because
the apparatus of book reviewing, which even
the Hearst press considered a desirable cir-
culation feature, adds to their influence. A
best seller that has found 100,000 purchasers
probably reaches through private borrowing
and the two kinds of library circulation, a
million readers and may be read about by
several millions more in book review col-
umns and articles. The reputations thus
made are bought by the big magazines and
Hollywood and in that way come to exert
some influence. Hollywood’s treatment of
It Can’t Happen Here indicates how little
range that influence is given, when it threat-
ens to have any political effect. Commer-
cialized literature, in turn, has far more
effect upon the writer, no matter how cele-
brated, than the celebrated writer has upon
it. Most of the hired, high-class writers are
speedily leveled down to the Hollywood and
Lorimer standard and made innocuous.
The book business is a peculiarly ambig-
uous one. Its position in the reading trades
is analogous in some respects to that of the
subsidized opera company and symphony or-
chestra in the music field. But, with the
exception of the University publishers, it op-
erates without a subsidy and exists frankly
on the profit incentive. If there were no
market for books of some literary preten-
sion they would not be published, and our
book publishers would have little compunc-
tion about putting between book covers the
same stuff dealt in by Hearst, Macfadden
and Lorimer. Where it turns out to be
profitable, as in the fiction provided for the
circulating libraries, it is done cheerfully
enough. Book publishers are checked by
the persistent taste for good writing and for
better than standardized thinking, and by
the existence of a corps of about a thousand

. book reviewers, many of them writers them-

selves, who exercise a professional standard
of judgment high enough, at any rate, to
help keep publishing somewhere within reach
of literature. For that reason publishers’
lists are spotty. It is possible for the same
publisher, in the same year, to bring out an
unquestioned masterpiece like Doughty’s
Travels in Arabia Deserta, and Warner
Fabian’s Flaming Youth. To the book-pub-
lisher’s great annoyance, his readers’ taste
cannot be standardized in the editorial offices
as it is in the periodical press. Books are
therefore a more responsive and accurate
register of current taste and opinion than
the periodical press where, it might be said,
the organs of thought and choice have been
carefully defunctionalized. A study of best

sellers over a period of years would there-
fore be of value.

Such a list was prepared and interpreted
in a recent article in The Saturday Review
of Literature, by Frederick Lewis Allen,
author of Only Yesterday. Mr. Allen noted
that the prosperity and self-satisfaction of
America at the turn of the century was re-
flected in the smug security of its best-selling
fiction.

About 1905 a questioning note appeared.
Among the best sellers were Edith Wharton's
The House of Mirth which indicted the
shallowness of upper-class life, and Winston
Churchill's Coniston, an unflattering pic-
ture of New England politics. Until 1917,
through what Mr. Allen nicely describes as
“the sugary years,” when literary sweets
were consumed in great quantity, some books
dealing realistically with American life
managed to come to the top. By 1919 the
sale of non-fiction had grown to such a
point that its best sellers were also listed.
Taste in books generally had by that time
broadened out to a point where it seemed
to indicate that the American reading public
had arrived at what might be called its age
of maturity. )

That is Mr. Allen’s opinion. He notes
the tendency toward escape-seeking; he notes
the decline in religious authority and freer
sexual attitudes. The optimistic conclusions
he draws from what he seems to regard as
a liberation of the spirit of inquiry, a broad-
ening of interests, and a rise in the level
of taste seem to me unwarranted. In my
own interpretation I will not limit myself
to the top best sellers, but to all books which
exerted influence. In this respect the books
of Sherwood Anderson though they did not
reach the top rungs, and books like Speng-
ler's The Decline of the West, were more
important than the pacemakers.

The interest in escape books was even
more noticeable in non-fiction than in fiction.
Travel books like W hite Shadows of the
South Seas and still more, Keyserling’s
The Travel Diary of a Philosopher which
wafted the reader away in spiritual as well
as geographical distance, showed that people .
felt insecure in America and that from any
concept of a good life it had become unin-
habitable. The fact that this taste appeared
coincidentally with the emigration of in-
tellectuals, some' of whom, including San-
tayana, Eliot, Pound, H.D., and Laura
Riding have never returned, is significant.

The interest in international affairs and
in general political and economic problems
had a special character. The world war
had ended the myth of American isolation;
Americans felt dragged into the stream of
history and wanted to know where this cur-
rent was taking them. The questioning that
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was everywhere going on was shown in the
large sale of Wells’ The Qutline of History,
Van Loon’s The Story of Mankind, and
other outlines and symposia on all phases of
human experience. In a healthy society such
a curiosity would be a wholesome sign. But
here ‘the spur to questioning was anxiety,
doubt and disillusion. There was in all this
scramble for information a hunt for salva-
tion. In Wells’ books and in books like
Robinson’s The Mind in the Making a sense
of impending disaster and a feeling of de-
spair make themselves felt. This was cli-
maxed by that brilliant and morbid book,
an intellectual ushering in of fascism, Speng-
ler’s The Decline of the West.

| Everywhere there was a dissolution of
social tissue. Cynicism in politics went along

with sexual looseness and such a conduct
of business as indicated that the financial
masters had lost their sense of reality as
well as their sense of responsibility. There
was something unhealthy even in the better
literary taste shown at the time; it was con-
noisseurship rather than participation.

With the stock market crash in 1929 and
the beginning of the depression there was a
dislocation of audience. The number of
book buyers was reduced at once by the
cutting off of income. Among the best
sellers there was a new crop of escape books
and such items of pep talk as Vash Young’s
A Fortune To Share and Pitkin’s Life Be-
gins At Forty. But there were also Stra-
chey’s The Coming Struggle For Power and
a great interest in Marxist literature. The
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books did not figure in the best seller col-
umns, but workers’ bookshops throughout
the country began to do big business. There
were three new editions of Marx’s Capital,
two of them in the popular-priced series,
The Modern Library and Everyman’s
Library. In the public libraries where the
middle class, expropriated by the decline of
capitalism, goes for its reading, more than
ever before, there was a distinct rise in
books dealing with serious subjects. A good
deal of this reading is what would be called
radical. There is evidence that sections of
the middle class audience has changed from
the demoralized reading of the late twenties
to a purposeful type of reading, seeking not
escape but solutions.
IsIDOR SCHNEIDER.
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Middle-Class Attitudes
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THE COMING AMERICAN FASCISM,
by Lawrence Dennis. Harper & Bros. $3.

HE books under review are symptomatic
of the alarm with which American
middle-class people view the deterioration of
their economic position and the bankruptcy
of their traditional concepts and modes of
action. Despite their diversity of attitude
and opinion, the authors—among the most
articulate members of their social groupings
—agree on the central fact of our age: the
decay of the present social order and the
struggle for a new society. But they part
company in their conclusions as to what must
be done about the decline of capitalism and
the crisis of bourgeois democracy. To their
reactions should be added the naive plea of
Sinclair Lewis in It Can’t Happen Here, that
we return to the happy days of the twenties.
The authors all share the notion that only
the middle class can lead and direct the
movement which will introduce the necessary
social changes. As a corollary of this stand,
all of them in one way or the other, deny
the existence of the class struggle and insist
that only a “classless” approach will yield
significant results. This bias, a. reflection of
their class position, enters into every phase
of their thinking. Inevitably this attitude
leads them to seek “the road back,” to the
never-never land of petty-bourgeois utopia.
In the case of Lawrence Dennis the utopian
portrayal of fascism is deliberate.

Marx once said of this type of middle-
class intellectual that he is ‘“nothing but
social contradiction in action.” He hates
and envies the big bourgeoisie, but at the
same time he feels sorry for the downtrodden.
This double pull is in evidence in sincere
persons like Lewis, Agar and Bingham. They
are worried over the sinister rise of political
reaction in the United States. Yet they
cannot shake themselves loose from snobbish
feelings towards the working class. Hence
they make progressive moves, announce their
enmity to fascism, but fail to carry their pre-
liminary actions through to the inevitable con-
clusion of their initial step forward.

This comes out in its crudest form in
Sinclair Lewis. He warns that fascism is on
its way. He describes its terroristic rule, its
sadistic practices, its attacks on culture. But
these good features of the book are marred
by prejudices which he shares with the people
whom he satirizes; their anti-semitic biases
and their belief that the inherent stupidity of
the American people is responsible for fas-
cism. One gets the impression that he thinks
all fascists are morons, the kind of people
who don’t do a good job of mowing Mr.
Lewis’ lawn. The economic and political

factors which make for fascism are subordi- .

nated to the greed of a few clever politicians
who put the whole thing over pretty much
in the same fashion that the Anti-Saloon
League put prohibition across.

He turns over the whole anti-fascist strug-
gle to a few superior people like himself who
love good music and hate New York. The
Communists in the book are the bewhiskered
foreigners of a Hearst cartoon, rooting for
fascism, because that will make more con-
verts chant “‘comes the revolution.” Thus
Mr. Lewis’ indignation and his hatred of
fascism stop short just at the point where he
should ally himself with the anti-fascist
movement. He won’t have any truck with
the masses, so he turns over the job of sav-
ing the country to an honest and rich Repub-
lican Senator. Mr. Lewis despises the Huey
Longs and Talmadges (the counterparts of
Buzz Windrip), but he falls for the intel-
lectual front of Senator Arthur Vandenburg
of Michigan, whom he apparently considers
the ideal presidential candidate for 1936.

The same kind of confusion—although on
a higher plane, of course, is immediately ap-
parent in the books of Agar and Bingham.
They denounce the sore spots of the present
setup and are worried about the menace of
fascism. This is a step to be welcomed. But
ideological hangovers from their petty-bour-
geois background make them propose unreal-
istic methods of defense. As in the case of
Mr. 'Lewis, because they do not go forward
boldly and follow through the logic of events,
we find that in the final analysis their solu-
tions will play straight into the hands of the
enemy whom they wish to destroy.

Mr. Bingham, who is to the left of Mr.
Agar, has good intentions, but unfortunately
he seems to make a virtue of confused think-
ing. He presents an up-to-date version of
Fabian “municipal socialism” combined with
the most nonsensical theories of the tech-
nocrats and the most unrealistic proposals of
Upton Sinclair. He is so afraid of Marxism,
as the philosophy and program of action of
the working class, that he patches together
all the time-worn -panaceas of populism and
progressivism and presents them as the only
approach to the problem in America. In the
name of realism, he makes attempts to prove
that the working class is disappearing. Hav-
ing disposed of this straw man, he then goes
on in the name of common sense to plead
that only the middle class can lead the fight
for his cooperative commonwealth.

Translating his theory into practice, Mr.
Bingham has come out for the exclusion of
the Communists from the Farmer-Labor
Party movement. This is playing the game
of the reactionaries who were the first to
raise the Red scare in an attempt to dis-
organize the progressive forces by isolating
the Communists and their ideas from the
masses of people. Mr. Bingham, although it
may horrify him, has taken a position which,
if unchanged, would certainly nullify the

interests of the small propertied man.
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fight against reaction. His emphasis on the
leading role of the middle class, although it
is composed of groups with clashing inter-
ests, is just what the fascist-minded Liberty
Leaguers are doing. They too overempha-
size the importance of the middle class, and
pose as the leaders of a non-class movement.
A progressive cannot allow himself to become
the unwitting dupe of reaction by raising
slogans and developing concepts which would
be useful to the fascists in raising an army
of storm troopers.

Mr. Agar falls into the same trap, al-
though he follows a different road. An old-
fashioned. Jeffersonian liberal, he blames the
evils of capitalism upon the monopolies. He
does not realize that inevitably the system
must breed bigger and bigger monopolies and
that the only method of doing away with
the extortion of trusts is to abolish capital-
ism. His solution is to turn back the clock
of history and return to the society of small
enterprises and handicraft workers of Jack-
son’s day. This daydream could never be
realized and for that matter is highly unde-
sirable. Abundance for all can only be
achieved if society fully utilizes the enormous
potentialities of modern technology and large-
scale production. To go backwards would
make it impossible for humanity to pass into
the kingdom of freedom that Engels speaks
of; instead it would mean a “return to
barbarism”—the slogan of the Nazis. Thus,
Mr. Agar, who hates fascism, would provide
the fascists with reactionary ideas, 'which
they could use to dupe the very people whom
he wishes to save.

It is significant that Father Coughlin has
many times voiced the central idea of Mr.
Agar—that small private property must be
more widely distributed as the pre-condition
for a new golden age. With similar promises
Hitler persuaded the German petty-bour-
geoisie to join in his fictitious crusade against
“international finance.” In Mr. Agar the
dual personality of the petty-bourgeois comes
out in his defense of democratic rights
against the encroachments of the financial
oligarchy and in his notion that the middle
class can carry out this fight alone—if neces-
sary by a middle-class dictatorship. But in
practice this would mean a fascist dictator-
ship as the capitalists build up an army of
storm troops marching with anti-Wall Street
banners, but carrying out anti-working-class
actions.

There are many good traditions in the old
struggle of the middle class against Wall
Street. But the fight today must be on an
entirely different plane. The old middle-
class revolt against the trusts was only in the
The
present revolt is in the interests of the whole
working population and the leadership is in
the hands of the very people whom the mid-
dle class ignored in its old fight against the
monopolies. Unless the struggle is carried
out on this higher plane, it can only end in
another defeat. That is why we must repu-
diate reactionary elements in the middle-



40

class tradition like the return to small-scale
production.

The overemphasis of the role and import-
ance of the middle class is carried to its
logical end in Lawrence Dennts—who makes
the first open plea for fascism in this coun-
try. His book and ideas are the product of
the intellectual without faith in the masses,
convinced that only a superior élite can
handle the job of reconstructing society.
Hence, he has passed from the conviction
that capitalism is doomed to the hope that
his superior kind of person can blackmail the
capitalists into saving them from Commu-
nism, which he rejects on the ground that
it will not pay him dividends in the near
future.

Mr. Dennis speaks for that upper-middle-
class stratum which still has security, but
foresees the coming struggle for power be-
tween the haves and have-nots. They are
the young men of Wall Street who on the
West Coast have organized vigilante gangs;
they are the Pareto enthusiasts who write
“reactionary essays.” What distinguishes
them from the vacillating, lower-middle-class
intellectuals is their realistic approach. They
are determined to prevent the coming of a
new social order, no matter what the cost in
human lives or the damage to civilization.
From this premise they proceed directly and
brutally to the point—the fascist dictator-
ship—as the last resort of dying capitalism.

Mr. Dennis has no illusions about capital-

ism solving its general crisis through this or
another new deal. His conviction is that the
decay of the system must be organized.
Hence he advises the capitalists to cloak the
gangsterism of reaction with soothing rhe-
toric, to paint fascism as “a new social order,
with its own synthesis of values or ends, and
with a highly rational scheme of social means
to these ends.” Those intellectuals who fell
for the high-sounding nonsense of Pareto
should read Mr. Dennis as an example of
how the former’s ideas work out in practice.

The book of Mr. Dennis is simply a mon-
strous lie to hide the real aims of fascism—
the open, brutal dictatorship of Big Business.
There is nothing in the book about the actual
dictatorship by blackjack and torture. Fas-
cism is presented as “a formula for order
and abundance.” Only in the chapter deal-
ing with women does the true face of fascism
emerge and the Hitlerian attitude of making
them mere breeding-animals breaks through
the polished prose of Mr. Dennis. Of course,
Mr. Dennis does not resort only to fantasy.
His final word to those who disagree is that
heads will roll:

If capitalism is doomed, we must expect its
successor to be largely the work of angry and
frustrated men with a will to power. ... Only a
body of enlightened and sympathetic opinion will
be able to impose upon an emergent fascism coun-
sels of moderation and avert the extremes of a
bitter class war.

It is indicative of the rapid growth of
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fascist sentiment in the United - States that
Mr. Dennis could issue his book. However,
the majority of the American people hate
fascism and Mr. Dennis’ book was coolly
received even by the capitalist press. To get
around this widespread anti-fascist feeling
the reactionary forces in the United States
deny that their goal is fascism. Unlike the
Nazis and the blackshirts, they pose as the
defenders of democracy and people like
Ogden Mills and the Liberty League crowd
write books in defense of “liberalism.” Mr.
Dennis shrewdly points out that the fascists
are “not likely to call the American fascism
by that name. They are much more likely
to include an emphatic denial that the new
American fascism is fascism.”

This presents an important problem to the
progressive and radical groups tn this coun-
try. Their spokesmen cannot attack reaction
by merely labeling it fascist. They must
clearly analyze the causes for the rise of
fascism and they must just as clearly .attack
the fascists where they are most vulnerable.
But above all, they must be careful not to
deal themselves out of the game by giving
the enemy slogans and material with which
to split the ranks of the anti-fascist forces,
to play off the middle class against the work-
ing class. To deny the class struggle and
to invoke a mythical public in defense of
some utopian proposal is to give the fascists
very heavy ammunition.

Davip Rawmsky.
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Veblen and Revolution

WHAT VEBLEN TAUGHT. Selected
Writings of Thorstein Veblen. Edited by
Wesley C. Mitchell. Viking., $3.

TO JUDGE Veblen by his disciples

would be uncharitable and misleading.
Walter Polakov, Stuart Chase and Howard
Scott have isolated themes of Veblen’s
thought and harped on them to mistaken
conclusions; the Technocrats, whose creed
Lewis Corey aptly described as power-
mysticism, have scrupulously avoided the rev-
olutionary implications of Veblenism. They
neglect to quote Veblen’s conclusion in 1929:
“Just now Communism offers the best course
that I can see.” None of the idolaters has
publicized Veblen’s enthusiasm, expressed as
early as 1919, over the success of the Bol-
shevik Revolution in the face of what he
considered the brutal intervention of the
capitalist world and the “Associated Prevari-
cation Bureaux of the Allied Powers.” And
strikingly few Technocrats have appropriated
Veblen’s fundamental insight that “there is
no single spot or corner in civilized Europe
or America where the underlying population
would have anything to lose by such an over-
turn [as the Soviet] of the established order
as would cancel the vested rights of privilege
and property.”

It is unfortunate that this volume of
“Selected Writings” does little to qualify the
distortions of those who seek to characterize
Veblen as the American Marx, seeking
thereby to designate him master of their
mushroom schools of social reformism. There
are bound to be omissions, of course, in any
selection, but an editor can, at least, choose
on the basis of relevance to contemporary
controversy.  Professor Mitchell either ig-
nored this principle or decided that revolu-
tionary theory in an era of capitalist break-
down is of subordinate importance. He has
included, for example, neither of Veblen’s
two essays on “The Social Economics of
Karl Marx,” in which Veblen was more
seriously concerned with an attack on the
classical economists who undervalued Marx
than with his own theoretical disagreement.
Such eye-openers for pure-racialists and anti-
Semites as the three essays on the blond race,
Aryan culture and the Jews in modern Eu-
rope, are not represented in this volume.
The passages from The Engineers and the
Price System (original title: “Bolshevism
and the Vested Interests in America”) on
the social réle of the A.F. of L., pointing to
the need for industrial rather than craft or-
ganization, on the political apostasy of the
post-war labor bureaucrats and on the Red
Hunt of 1919, are not included. The selec-
tions have been made with an eye to the past

that the salvation of society rests in the
hands of the technical experts, who consti-
tute what Veblen called the General Staff of
the industrial system. More recently, this
doctrine has been generalized to include pro-
fessionals, managerial staffs and skilled sal-
aried employes; it has been elaborated into a
theory of “middle-class revolution” in which
organized labor would play a secondary part.

In a highly specialized industrial order,
Veblen argued, the technicians—inventors,
chemists, engineers, crop experts, etc.—have
become the pivotal forces on whom the effi-
cient functioning of the industrial machine
depends. But their interest as technicians,
which is to make industry as efficient and
productive as possible, is in conflict with the
financiers, whose single-minded aim is profit.
Now profit, as Veblen agreed with Marx,
often demands not capacity but curtailed
production; to raise prices the business men
sabotage the industrial machine, resort to a
“conscientious withdrawal of efficiency.” The
output of the productive mechanism depends,
then, not on the expertness of the engineers
nor the needs of the underlying population,
but on the vested interests of the “kept
classes.” Between the inventiveness and
skill of the experts and the profits of the
financiers there is a deeply-grounded conflict.
Technology and natural resources require,
for full expression, an economy of abundance;
the price system of absentee ownership de-
mands an economy of scarcity.

Up to this point, Veblen confirmed rather
than contradicted Marx. In his emphasis
on technology, however, Veblen sometimes
spoke as if this were an independent factor
rather than a phenomenon basically con-
ditioned by the social relations of any society,
including the capitalist. The importance of
Marx’s concept of labor-value Veblen did not
sufficiently realize. It is this emphasis which
led him to believe, though more tentatively
than his disciples, that if only the engineers,
by common action, could secure a free hand,
the industrial problem would be solved. In
speaking of a Soviet of Technicians, however,
he made one important proviso, which has
been neglected by his followers. Only those
who were not habituated to business (that is,
capitalist) modes of thought could create
such a Soviet. This is, of course, a crucial
point. For if one thing is overwhelmingly
clear, it is that such engineers as Polakov
and Scott, to say nothing of those still less
radical, are not prepared to abandon the pre-
possessions of the system. The professional
interest of an engineer in capacity production
is by no means an all-sufficient in-
centive to social change, although the degra-
dation of the engineers’ craft function may
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against the interests of the lower layers of
engineers. The vast population of workers
and farmers and of lower-salaried employes
(including engineers) and protessionals, in-
creasingly deprived of the goods machines
are capable of producing, do have an incen-
tive to social change. Without their political
. power and pressure, the experts remain the
© servants of absentee capitalist ownership. The

social change which Veblen desired can be

achieved not through the isolation of a
limited group in society but through the
extensive cooperation of all working groups
which suffer from the system of business
enterprise, or capitalism. The proper organi-
zation of this power for the purpose of revo-
lutionary social action is the meaning of
Marxism. WALTER RALSTON.

Clerks Become Workers

THE CONDITION OF CLERICAL
LABOR IN ENGLAND, by F. D.
Klingender. International Publishers. $1.25.

HIS workmanlike statistical and theo-
retical study of clerical employes, ‘“the
largest and most closely knit section of the
lower middle class,” opens with an analysis
of English class relations, particularly of
“the ‘new middle class’ of salary earners.”
The English middle class comprises 27 per-
cent of all persons gainfully occupied (the
American, 25 percent); ‘independent small
enterprises of all types number 8 percent
and salarted employes 19 percent (5 percent
~and 20 percent in the United States). In
both countries the middle class, as usually
and broadly defined, is largely composed of
propertiless, dependent salaried employes and
professionals. And in England, as in the
United States, those who argue that the
proletariat is being displaced by the middle
class are wrong, for as Klingender points
out, “the relative strength of the working
class proper has not declined . . . but has on
the contrary been substantially increased
since the heyday of competitive capitalism.”
The growth of clerical (and of other
salaried) employes coincides with the expan-
sive period of monopoly capitalism and im-
perialism. Clerks in England rose from 1.2

percent of the gainfully occupied in 1851 to
7.5 percent in 1921 and 7.8 percent in 193I.
The rate of expansion has fallen, however.
It was seven times as great as for all occu-
pations in the thirty years 1851-81 and two
to four times as great in the next forty
years; but in 1921-31 the rate of increase in
clerical employes was not much greater than
for all occupations, 13.3 per cent and 9.8
percent respectively. This is substantially
the same as the American experience.

American experience is again paralleled
in the steady proletarianization of English
clerical employes. In early capitalism clerks
were definitely a part of the lower middle
class, whose children had a monopoly of
clerical employment. That monopoly was
broken after 1870 (earlier in the United
States) when England introduced compul-
sory education for the children of wage-
workers, who increasingly flocked into cler-
ical work because it was considered ‘‘sy-
perior” and a form of “rising.” The social
composition of clerks was again lowered by
the influx of women. Working conditions
deteriorated and  differentiation  became
greater between the lower and higher cleri-
cal employes. Specialization and rational-
ization of clerical functions was multiplied
by mechanization of office work, especially
in the 1920’s. The small group of better-
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paid clerks became still smaller, while the
great majority of lower-paid clerks earned
not much more than the average wage-
worker and less than skilled wage-workers.
Again paralleling American experience, the
crisis of the 1930’s completed the process of
economic proletarianization, for it destroyed
the traditional security of employment. One
illustration: unemployed clerks registered in
London rose from 4,758 in May, 1929 to
18,253 in April, 1933; in July, 1934 the
registered unemployed still numbered 10,776.
In- addition, clerical salaries were slashed
from 5 to 40 percent. Clerks are now
economically members of the working class.

The steady lowering of working condi-
tions and salaries moved clerks toward
unions and strikes. Unionism had its be-
ginnings in the 1890’s, and it was stimu-
lated during the World War when clerical
salaries (unlike wages) lagged greatly be-
hind the rising cost of living. The Na-
tional Union of Clerks increased its mem-
bership fourfold. Bank clerks, traditionally
the most ‘“gentlemanly,” formed a guild
which the banks fought with staff guilds
or company unions. There were many
strikes. During the 1920’s, however, cleri-
cal unionism seriously declined.  Manage-
ments “cultivated” their clerks to separate
them from the wage-workers — “gentility”
and prejudices were exploited, anti-Red prop-
aganda carried on and clerks were en-
couraged, with holidays and other measures,
to join the territorial army or special con-
stabulary (which was mobilized against the
London Hunger March in 1932). Some
clerks joined in the general strike of 1926,
but the great majority scabbed. The set-
back to clerical unionism was largely the
result of “lack of a conscious lead on the
part of the working class,” which “enabled
the capitalists to regain the allegiance of the
great mass of clerical workers.” The crisis
of capitalism makes it constantly clearer,
however, that clerks must recognize their
identity with the working class, organize
militant unions and engage in the struggle
for socialism.

After showing that fascism depends upon
the petty-bourgeois masses, but makes their
conditions worse (reduction of higher educa-
tion, impoverishment of small enterprises,
persistence of unemployment and lower earn-
ings among salaried employes) Klingender
concludes:

Socialism alone can offer unlimited possibil-
ities of expansion and the fullest development of
their faculties to the professional workers and
clerks, as to the manual workers. Not only is
the clerk’s work ‘rendered immeasurably more
interesting to him, since he has full knowledge of
its function in the socialist economy as a whole,
and since he is personally interested in the re-
sults of his labor, not only has he for the first
time a real chance of exercising his full capabil-
ities and of rising to a position appropriate to his
skill, but his economic situation, even in the low-
est grades of work, is greatly improved. That
these are not empty promises is proved by the
situation of clerical labor in the Soviet Union.

Lewis CoOREY.
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Letter from America

SALEM, Mass.
ORGIVE me for a burst of enthus-
Fiasm. I have this day been reading
my first NEw Massgs, and I must ex-
plain things.

I am a case of contemptible Yankee mixed
with the desire to be drifting down a river
where I would like to believe it was always
early in the morning. I was raised on a
Vermont farm where the thunder from the
mountains rumbled over the valley like a
team of mad horses yanking a blue tip-cart.
I have stood in the doorway of a wood-
shed listening to the sound of dribbling rain-
water while I looked down into little mud
puddles and wondered what life was going
to be like when I grew up. My grand-
father, who died sitting upright in the shade
of a gnarled tree, bought the farm when
New England soil was new and interesting.

Anyway, long after the well went dry and .

the cows died, I took my lady-friend up to
the old place. She was a kind of snobby
artist and made sketchings of my boyhood
tramping-ground. The hollow-eyed home-
stead and the barn and the woodshed were
made to live again in her sketch book. We
wept a bit, peered through a broken window
and drove back to the city thinking how
lovely tall grass can be—when it’s green and
waving in the early summer wind.

But really, since my Vermont days, I
think nothing important has happened to my
life. I grew up remembering the mud pud-
dles in the farm yard. I grew up living a
very colorless existence. No one paid much
attention to me. I did manage to marry an
Irish girl, and I did manage to travel all
over the states. I disliked schools of so-called
learning. So Henry Ford hired me to help
him in his little temple of science in Dear-
born. I grew tired and made a dash over
to Harry Warner’s outfit in Hollywood,
where I helped to get out the first world’s
all-talkies. I very soon got fired and re-
turned to the Eastern States looking for a
newspaper that might (I thought) like to
collar a young writer. Well—I can’t spell
worth a damn, and so, no newspaper hired
me. And so I read Mencken, the heel, and
grew tired of everything. Since then I have
remained in bed dreaming of apples falling
in Ipswich.

Well, I can assure you I was at a very
low ebb until one day recently, a friend of
mine comes to my death-bed with a few old
copies of THE NEw Masses. After all of
these hopeless years of blind staggering—
from one state to another—at last I discover
a good reason to arise and shave early in
the morning!

And so I got excited because life
starts all over again. Of course, I shall
never sling apples across the meadows again.
I shall never again be so intent listening to
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“Oh boy, another five minutes and we can all go home and rest!”

rain-water’s song. I discover now that there
is work to be done! Real work which has
nothing to do with slinging apples across
meadows. It is a work which I think will
be the most important I have ever tackled
in my life. In my excitement my mind is
confused. Naturally it is in the same order
as that of thousands of other young men—
confused and distorted, etc. But there is
hope now and in us there is no longer that
feeling of fumbling around in a dark
chamber.

I have already shown some of my ac-
quaintances THE NEw Masses, and I have
already read some of the new revolutionary
poems. My frail voice rings out through
hall-ways and inner sanctums of ye olde
Salem towne. Eyes bulge as I pour out the
new and highly effective spirit contained in
the proletarian literature. I dare not men-
tion the word “Communist” in this town.
It was here that Giles Corey was pressed to
death. And Sadie Toothacher and her child

RY Ty VR

and her little dog incarcerated and later
hanged at Gallows Hill.

They even drove them through the Salem
streets; over the cobbled stones and past a
labyrinth of quaint little churches and colo-
nial door-ways. When poor Giles was being
pressed to death he pleaded with the towns-
folk to “Please put the stones on faster.”
“Faster.” “Faster.” But the townspeople up
here do things in a precise manner. They
do it slowly and they endeavor to make it
last!

Forgive me for displaying such enthus-
iasm, but gentlemen, you too, would become
excited if you lived in this proud old corner
of a crumbling world; in a world where the
dying embers of decay stink worse than
smoldering marsh hay over beyond the elec-
trical works, etc., etc. . . . but I am no
artist and I am a poor writer. Neverthe-
less, I sincerely wish to assure you that I'll
be a good reader of THE NEwW MAsSEs.

JoHN BERESFORD.
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THEATRE PIECE Current Theater

Satire of present-day society:

business, sports, love, stage.
NEW D ANc E Bitter Stream (Civic Repertory Theater). The aided by some excellent acting, but about as uneven
seventh production of the Theater Union. Victor a piece of writing as you could imagine. It wobbles

Growth of individual in relation Wolfson’s play about Fascist Italy, the first on the along till the finale and then it suddenly acquires

to his fellows in ideal state. subject to appear in America. To be reviewed next sharpness and power.

week. Tickets 35 cents.

Russet Mantle (Masque Theatre). Lynn Riggs’
Triple-A Plowed Under (Biltmore Theater). tragi-comedy of youth and its elders. Not the whole

PRESS OPINIONS: .. work of mas- Don’t miss this W.P.A. production of the Living story but as far as it goes, absorbing, warm drama.
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inal, stimulating—Sun . . one o : 3

theater, with a last scene (based on a news-bulletin) .
greatest contributions by dancer.in o . . Boy Meets Girl (Cort Theater): Not nearly as
our time—Amer. Dancer . . exceeds changed nightly. Closes April 11. Shows at 7:30 and

luscious a travesty on Hollywood as Once in a
Lifetime, but biting and funny enough to make
Theater Piece: New Dance (Adelphi Theater). creditable—if thin—entertainment.

previous attempts in field—Herald- 9. 25 cents unreserved seats.

Tribune . . outstanding director and
dancer in America today — Daily

Worker . . inspired audience to pro- The New Dance League devotes its next “night” to S.B.
longed ovation—New Masses. this splendid new work by Doris Humphrey and
Charles Weidman. Earnest, satirical, richly designed .
APRIL 5 and often magnificently executed, it’s required at- Current Films
tendance of all dance followers. ’ These Three (United Artists-Rivoli): In many
Sunday 8:45 Power of the Press (Civic Reportory Theater, Ways thi's made-safe-f?r-the-movie-public—version of
DEI—P"" THE April 5). New Theater League and New Theater T Iu: Childrer’s Hour is an unusual film. Although
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54th Street, Hast of 7Tth Avenue a benefit performance for the American Newspaper it manages to create a very sincere note. In con-
Guild Emergency Fund. Heywood Broun will be trast to this is the typical pedestrian “Hollywooden”
Tickets: Bbc to $1.65 on sale at: master of ceremonies. approach of director William Wyler. However, the
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BRyant 9-8378 ; New Dance League, Theater Collective: Three Plays (Provincetown makes the film more than worthwhile.
556 West 45th St., LOngacre 5-9116, Playhouse, Macdougall Street). You Can’t Change X
and Adelphi Theatre, day of recital. Human Nature (Philip Stevenson), The Pastry Milky Way (Paramount): By all means the

Baker (Lope de Vega)—and Priwvate Hicks (Albert fufmiest Ha'rold Lloyd film in years, in addition to
Maltz) which Robert Forsythe calls “one of the best being a skillfully constructed comedy. But what

things in the left theater.” is evenﬂmore outstanding is the ca;ting: there isn’t
. a superfluous actor in the movie and everyone plays
DORIS HUMPHREY Murder in the Cathedral (Manhattan Theater). his best. Adolph Menjou is even better than his fa-
? ‘ eater P jou tter than
and GROUPS T. S. Eliot’s play (production of the Popular Price mous role in The Fromt Page and Lionel Stander
CHAS. WEIDMAN Theater, W.P.A.), extended until April 11. as a prizefighters trainer is a joy. The film even ap-
. Though at times difficult and tiresome, this play proaches the satiric in its treatment of prize fight-
Auspices: New Theatre Magazine about Thomas a Becket is indispensable to anyone ing for the racket it is.
seriously interested in the future of the poetic drama 3
as a living theater form. Petticoat Fever (M.G.M.—Capitol): A mildly

amusing affair with the beaming Robert Mont-
Case of Clyde Griffiths (Barrymore Theater). gomery and the charming Myrna Loy.
The Group Theater’s production of Erwin Piscator’s ‘
. . . . Boulder Dam (Warner Bros.—Astor): A super-
dramatic recreation of Dreiser’'s An America . P
PROFESSOR $COTT NEARING Tragedy. As gripping and provocative an Z;ening ficial treatment of a Warner “labor” theme with the
in the theater as you could currently find—until it Boulder Dam dragged in as a back drop.
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will speak on

closed suddenly on March 28. THE NEw MASssEs Thirteen Hour By Ai :
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at F. 0. N. Camp Center, 220 E. 14th St., N. Y. C. love, British style, in an adaptation of Walter Green- sequence toward the end of the film done with un-

wood’s novel. Important as documentation and  ygyal imagination and skill makes this the outstand-
ing musical film of the year. Al Jolson is his usual

self and he gets wonderful support from the Yacht
—- - Club Boys and the dynamic Cab Calloway.
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What God Hath Wrought!

advice and start work on a Soviet ver-

sion of The Country Doctor, I think I
can settle the matter of Art and Propaganda.
The subject of the Dionne Quints screams
for treatment by somebody who will tell the
complete story. We may get it piecemeal
even here because I note by a Hollywood
dispatch that Universal is enlisting Papa and
Mrs. Oliva Dionne and their six older chil-
dren in making Where Are My Children?
“but that could never approach the problem.
It needs doing as a great classic of socialism
for, even in the great land of Canada, it was
found that the state had a responsibility to
its inhabitants, provided they came in sets of
five. : '

Consider the matter from the beginning:
the Dionnes are a desperately poor family
with six children already threatening to
drive Mr. Dionne to a pauper’s grave.
Being Catholic, there is no question of birth
control and, as in most cases with the poor,
the Dionnes are in no financial position to
take advantage of such knowledge even if
desiring it. Dr. Dafoe, the village physician,
is called in the middle of the night and finds
that two children have already been born
under the ministrations of the midwife. He
starts delivering additional infants but his
main concern is with Mrs. Dionne, who is
obviously in grave danger. Then a remark-
able thing happens. Dr. Dafoe, a non-
Catholic and a fine doctor, leaves his pa-
tient and goes for a priest. I am reporting
exactly what occurred. The patient is in
danger of death, the babies are still being
born, but Dr. Dafoe, conscious of his respon-
sibility in a Catholic neighborhood, acts as
it is necessary for him to act.

However, Mrs. Dionne is alive when he
gets back and the five children are at least
breathing, although they look more like little
rats than human beings. (See Paul de
Kruif's Why Keep Them Alive? for a mag-
nificent account of the medical side of the
births.) The news of the births becomes at
once an international sensation, growing in
intensity as the Quints remain alive beyond
the record of all former quintuplets. Acting
with commendable promptness, the Canadian
government steps in and takes charge of the
case. The babies become, for a time at least
and perhaps for all time, a charge of the
state. It happens, of course, that these are
the only infants cared for in such a manner,
but the socialistic precedent has been set. It
even acts to assist other extraordinary fam-
ilies, as we shall see a few paragraphs later

IF THE Russian directors will take my

on.

It is hardly possible that what follows
could ever be made part of a Hollywood
film, but it would be an important and psy-
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chologically profound section of a Soviet pic-
ture. I refer to the battle which immediately
ensued when Papa Dionne sought to obtain
control of the children for the purpose of
fulfilling a contract which would have had
them as exhibits at the Chicago World’s
Fair. If memory sustains me I think I am
correct in saying that the notion of such pro-
cedure did not begin shocking the American
public until the action of the Canadian gov-
ernment in thwarting Mr. Dionne brought
home the horror of subjecting the children
to such a fate. ,

All this time the fight for the lives of the
children was going forward desperately and
it was nip and tuck for many weeks, with
serums being flown in from America on one
occasion and with the government and pri-
vate support being forthcoming both for the
pay of nurses and finally the erection of a
hospital for the care of the infants. It
seemed rather well established by this time

“He'’s trying so hard to think up some new atrocity for dear Mr. Hearst!”

that no matter what other children might
escape the care of the authorities, there was
a plain duty in the case of quintuplets. It
was some weeks later that the moral was
made entirely evident and in this case the
Quints came to the rescue of the quadru-
plets, who had hitherto not been of sufficient
importance to warrant the full attention of
the government at Ottawa. I have reference
to the Mahaney quadruplets of, I think,
Toronto. The family was about to be evicted
from its home, Mr. Mahaney was out of
work and relief was not adequate to care
for the burden. Happily for him, there was
money in the Quints’ fund which could be
transferred and the Mahaneys, temporarily
at least, were saved. What would have hap-
pened without the Quints’ fund is a matter
of doubt. All that is known is that nothing
was done before.

Matters in the Dionne family were equally
upset in the earlier days and are by no means
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adjusted at the moment. Across the road
from the hospital of the Quints, who were
getting every care in the world, was the
dilapidated home of the Dionnes. Pictures of
the six older children were not originally a
pretty sight. They looked like the children
of a Southern sharecropper, plainly under-
nourished, plainly the children of hopeless
people. The world was more than slightly
annoyed by the Dionnes when they allowed
a theatrical manager to book Papa and
Mama in a Chicago theater, but the need
of the family was only partly allayed in the
beginning,

They are said to be getting $100 a month
from the children’s money now, but it was
much less originally. A straight factual ac-
count of the lives of the two groups of chil-
dren would be movie material of the finest
sort for a director interested in human re-
actions. On the one side individualism,
Church, the family and poverty; on the
other the power of the state, nationalized
children, socialism, health and plenty. For
conflict there would be the struggle of Mr.
Dionne to get his children back. He has
fought the other trustees (Dr. Dafoe and
a local judge); he has had the support of
the local priest; he has written personally to
King Edward. There is no end to the varia-
tions on this theme. What would have been
the attitude of the government in the case
of a middle-class family having Quints, or
of a wealthy family? Is the state involved
because an Act of God has occurred or be-
cause it feels an obligation to the poverty-
stricken parents? Has their action been
taken in the name of science? Is the home
sacred? What is to become of the children
when they are old enough to leave the hos-
pital? What would have happened in the
United States under similar circumstances?
(FLASH: SUPREME COURT HOLDS
DR. DAFOE UNCONSTITUTIONAL.)

The picture could be, I submit, the great
film epic of our time, possessing personal
conflict and drama as well as social ideas.
Instead of the present scene in The Country
Doctor of the father’s actions upon the birth
of the Quints, I should prefer the classical
words which were attributed to him in the
early dispatches: “I ought to be shot.” In
some symbolic way, I hope that the Soviet
director will be able to include a scene in
which a father already possessing six starv-
ing children waits for news of his wife’s
confinement. There is one child and he is
relieved, there is a second child and he is
worried, there is a third child and he is ter-
rified, there is a fourth child and his terror
mounts to frenzy. If there are no more, he
is ruined; if there is a fifth, he will be the
guest of Kings. Can anybody imagine a
more dramatic moment!

The film, the Soviet version of the film,
would have that and everything else. . .
Stirring drama, accurate factual reporting,
an artistic production. And What
Truth. . . . Sometimes referred to as Prop-
aganda!
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Between Ourselves

HIS NEW MASSES quarterly marks

the first concerted attempt on the part
of an American magazine to explore prob-
lems of middle-class people, to deal realisti-
cally with their economic and cultural pre-
dicament and to present a constructive pro-
gram for the solution of their difficulties.
In gathering material we have obtained con-
siderably more articles than we could pos-
sibly publish in one issue, the expanded 48-
page size notwithstanding. We were par-
ticularly sorry to have to omit an article on
“Middle Class Struggles,” by Professor
Brooks Otis of Hobart College. This and
many other articles of specific interest to
middle-class people will appear in forth-
coming issues, among them ‘“Middle Classes
and Taxation” by Simon Doniger.

Meyer Schapiro’s discussion of “Archi-
tecture and the Architect” is offered as the
first of a series on the general subject of
the degradation of craft functions. - Mark
Graubard has written on “Science and the
Scientist” and Isidor Schneider on “Writing
and the Writer.” These will appear in the
near future.

For the interest of people who are making
the acquaintance of THE NEw Massgs for
the first time, the following brief informa-
tion on the contributors to this issue is
offered :

David Ramsey, scientist and economist, writes
frequently for the periodical press.

Michael Gold, an editor of THE NEwW MASsSEs,
author of 120 Million, Jeaws Without Money,

' etc., was for a long time editor of the monthly
New Masses as well as an editor of The
Liberator and The Masses.

Mary Van Kleeck is the Director of the Depart-
ment of Industrial Studies of the Russell Sage
Foundation.

Lewis Corey, chairman of the editorial committee
which has prepared this issue, is the author of
The Decline of American Capitalism and The
Crisis of the Middle Class.

Genevieve Taggard has published several vol-
umes of verse and literary criticism. She
teaches at Sarah Lawrence College.

A. B. Magil, of The Daily Worker editorial staff,
is a frequent contributor to THE NEw MASSES
and other periodicals.

Stanley Burnshaw, author of André Spire and
His Poetry and The Irom Land, writes reg-
ularly on the theater for THE NEW MASSES.

Loren Miller, former NEw Masses editor and at
present one of our contributing editors, has
long been a specialist on Negro problems.

John Buchanan was a member of the staff of The
Cleveland Times and The Plain Dealer.

Francis J. Gorman is the first vice-president of
the United Textile Workers of America. His

HI-DE-HO-SPRING HOP

CAB CALLOWAY

and his Cotton Club Orchestra
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People’s Bookstores

New Theatre

paper printed in this issue arrived too late
to be delivered at the opening meeting of
the American Artists Congress held Feb. 14,
in New York.

Herbert Agar is the author of The Land of the
Free. He is a well-known historian.

Corliss Lamont was a member of the department
of philosophy at Columbia University. He has
published two books: Sowiet Russia Day by
Day and The Illusion of Immortality.

Granville Hicks was literary editor of ThHe
New Masses from January, 1934 until October
when he began work on his biography of John
Reed. The book has been announced as the
April choice of the Book Union.

Meyer Schapirc is an instructor in Columbia
University.

Anna Rochester’s Rulers of America was the
March choice of the Book Union. She is a
staff member of the Labor Research Associa-
tion.

Harold Ward contributes articles and book re-
views to THE NEw MaAsses, The New Repub-
lic, etc.

Joseph Freeman, an editor of THE NEw MaAsses,
and author of The Sowviet Worker, has pub-
lished several books on politics and on litera-
ture. His new book, An American Testament,
will appear soon.

Isidor Schneider, literary editor of THE NEw
Massses, has written two volumes of poetry
(The Temptation of Anthomy, Comrade
Mister) and two novels (Doctor Transit,
From the Kingdom of Necessity).

Walter Ralston reviews books regularly for THE
New Massks.

Robert Forsythe’s articles, among the most popular
features of THE NEw MAsses, were collected
into a book, Redder Than the Rose, which
appeared last year. The World Gone Mad,
one of his more recent articles has been re-
printed as a pamphlet.

Joseph Gower, Russell T. Limbach, Scott John-
ston, Crockett Johnson, Jacob Burck, A. Red-
field, Ned Hilton, Georges Schreiber, Mackey
are among the many artists whose drawings
appear regularly in our pages. Burck, formerly
our art editor, is now on the staff of Komsom-
olskaya Pravda, a Soviet periodical.

Fred Brown will speak on “Fascism As
It Works” at the next meeting of the
Friends of THE NEw Masses, New York
Branch (Wednesday, April 8, at 8:30 p.m.,
Studio 717A, Steinway Hall, 115 West 57th
Street). Visitors are invited.

Two affairs recently held in New York
for the benefit of THE NEwW MAssSEs proved
especially successful. An enthusiastic, large
audience attended Rosalyn Tureck’s piano
recital at the Brooklyn Academy of Music.
Proceeds for the benefit of the May Depart-
ment Store strikers and THE NEw MASSESs.
And at a unique dance held recently in New
York, Harriet Hawkins, Frederick Cotton
and Victor Vordan entertained and Dick
Carroll personally conducted his band to
provide music for “one of the liveliest parties
in recent years.” v

The Friends of THE NEw MASSES are
extending their activities. Readers interested
in helping in this undertaking should write
the central organization in care of THE
NEw MAsSES.
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‘We modestly admit that we have no peer
in the preparing of fresh fish or the
freshest of fresh vegetables. Scientific
preparation, natural sauces, excellent
service is the reason why.

LUNCHEON 40c DINNER 60c

Also a la carte

FARMFOOD

VEGETARIAN RESTAURANTS
37 W. 32nd St. 110 W. 40th St.
*142 W. 49th St.

* After theatre snacks Open Sundays

COOKE'S Storage Warehouse

209-11 East 125th Street, New York City
Telephone: HArlem 7-1053
[ )
200 Comrades Used Our Service Last Year
° k
ESTABLISHED 1899

— ALL SPORTS —
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS WARM and COZY

CAMP NITGEDAIGET

Beacon, N. Y. — On the Hudson
$15.00 Per Week - - - - $2.75 Per Day
10 Cars leave daily 10 a.m. from 2700 Bronx Park East
N. Y. Central trains to Beacon
Tel. Beason 731 City Office EStabrook 8-1400

PAUL CROSBIE

INSURANCE

Frequent Savings
BEekman 3-5262

Since 1908
135 WILLIAM STREET

You asked for it!
Here it i1s:

“THE WORLD GONE MaD,” by °
Robert Forsythe, aroused intense
interest when it was first pub-
lished in The New Masses. It
was praised far and wide as a
fine presentation of the world
chaos existing today and the way
out. Dozens of readers urged us
to reprint the article in pam-
phlet form. We have done it,
and here it is!

“THE WORLD GONE MaD,” by
Robert Forsythe, a 12-page
pamphlet, published by The New
Masses, may be obtained at 2
cents a copy (postage extra)

from the

NEW MASSES

31 EAST 27th STREET

Readers are urged to get any number of these pamphlets
They make excellent

and distribute them to their friends.
mailing pieces.

Write for special rates on larger bundles

NEW YORK CITY

CLASSIFIED ADS—30 cents a fine

3 LINES MINIMUM
6 WORDS IN A LINE

RESORTS

STATIONERY

SHARE EXPENSE TOUR

A DELIGHTFUL HIDEAWAY in the moutains, in-
viting people of better taste. Library, open fireplaces,
musicals, roller skating, other seasonal sports, excel-
lent table. Added comforts and other attractions for
Easter Week. Advise early reservations. Bus rates
still reduced to $2 return trip inducive for week-ends.
CHESTERS’ ZUNBARG
Woodbourne, N. Y. Phone Fallsburgh 2 F 22

RAVIN LODGE
416 Third Street Lakewood, New Jersey
C. Boobar Tel.: Lakewood 922
R. Ravin City info.: Dickens 6-3273
Comradely Atmosphere — Reasonable Prices

PERSONAL STATIONERY with your name and
address printed on white Hammermill Bond. 200
sheets (size 6 x 7)—100 envelopes—one dollar postpaid.
Send currency, check or money order to Individual
Letters, 121 West 42nd Street, N. Y.

MIMEOGRAPHING INK
MIMEOGRAPHING INK, highest quality 8-pound

can, $5.00 C.0O.D. Shipping charges prepaid any-
where. Jay Brown, 140 West 42nd Street, N. Y. C.

STAMPS WANTED

A GOOD REST, wholesome food, modern rooms in a
comradely atmosphere. Price, $15 per week, $2.50 per
day. Make Easter reservations. S. Freed, Spring
Valley, N. Y. Tel. 811.

COUNTRY PLACE WANTED

COUPLE SEEK ROOM in farm or country home.
Commuting distance. Modern house, walking distance
te train and bathing. Plenty acreage. J. Brown, 59
West 8th Street, New York.

ELECTROLYSIS

MEN AND WOMEN, superfluous hair on face and
other parts of the body permanently removed by
electrolysis. Personal service. Quick results guar-
anteed. My method endorsed by prominent physicians.
Treatment to unemployed free every Friday, 1 to 4.
Charles Landis, 171 W. 71st St., at B’'way. En 2-9150.

PLAY TABLE-TENNIS

PLAY TABLE-TENNIS (Ping-Pong) at the Broad-
way Table-Tennis Courts, 1721 Broadway, bet. 54th-
55th Sts., N. Y. C. One flight up. Expert instruction;
open from noon until 1 A. M. Tel. CO 5-9088.

FURNISHED ROOMS TO LET

WASHINGTON SQUARE—Well-furnished room for
man. Modern conveniences, private home. References.
$30 a month. Write New Masses. Box 1363.

WEST END AVENUE, 925, 105th Street (Apt. 5-N).
B%&utifgé studio kitchenette, home atmosphere. Tel.:
AC 2-6432.

FEMALE—for nice quiet room, splendid location,
elevator house, all improvements, fine family, 317 W.
95th St. RlIverside 9-9068, call Apt. 44, all week.

COUPLE wants large light room preferably with
cooking facilities. Reasonable. Between 5th and 25th
or convenient down town. Box 1367, New Masses.

U. 8. ACCUMULATIONS, collections, mint and used—
also airmail, Jubilees. Best prices. Dr. Karen, 1100
Grand Concourse, N. Y.

"~ PORTABLE FOLDING PLATFORMS

WANTED—Comrade to share driving and gas te
California now in Ford ’31 coupe. Write New Masses,
Box 1366 for appointment.

BOOKSHOPS

BUY YOUR BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS FROM
THE ASSOCIATED NATIONAL BOOK SHOPS
New York City: 50 East 13th Street.
140 Second Avenue.*
112 West 44th Street.*
1156 West 135th Street.
Bronz: 1337 Wilkins Avenue.
1001 Prospect Avenue.
Brooklyn: 369 Sutter Avenue.*
4531 16th Avenue.
Agency: 384 Bridge Street (Studemnts Sheop).
Agency: 6507 Bay Parkway.
Sunnyside: 44-17 Queens Boulevard.
Ealtimo're: 501A North Eutaw Street.

START YOUR OUTDOOR SPEAKING CAMPAIGN
NOW! Speak from a sturdy ‘“Portofold” Platform.
Folds up like a suitcase. 209 discount to labor organ-
izations during April. Portable Platform Co., 507
5th Avenue, N. Y. Vanderbilt 3-9673.

MUSIC SHOP

BLOOMFIELDS
118 East 14th St.,, N. Y. C. opp. Irving Place
TOmpkins Sq. 6-6065
Imported and Domestie, Victor and Columbia Sym-
phonic and Chamber Music, by the world’s greatest
composers and artists, At Bargain Prices. Also radios
and phonographs. Excellent mail order service. Come
in and browse around. Refer to MR. B, Record Dept.,
for special attention.

Boston: 216 Broadway.
Buffalo: 66 West Chippewa.
Cambridge: 6% Holyoke Street.
Chicago: 161 North Franklin Street.
2135 West Division Street.
1326 East 57th Street.
Cleveland: 1522 Prospect Avenue.
Detroit: 8537 Woodward Avenue.
Grand Rapids: 836 Bond Avenue.
Hartford: 88 Church Street.
Los Angeles: 224 South Spring Street.
230 South Spring Street.
241114 Brooklyn Avenue.
Madison, Wisc.: 812 West Gorham.
Milwaukee: 419 West State Street.
Minneapolis: 241 Marquette Avenue.
Newark: 847 Broad Street, 8rd Floor.
New Haven: 280 Park Street.
Philadelphia: 104 South 9th Street.

CONCERT

PHILHARMONIC STRING QUARTET—Wed., April
15, 8:30 P. M., New School for Social Research.
Tickets, 55¢ and 35c; available at American Artists
School, 131 W. 14th St.; American Musical Alliance,
165 W. 23rd St.; Workers Bookshop, 50 B. 13th St.
Benefit American Artists School.

BUNGALOW FOR SALE OR RENT

BUNGALOW FOR SALE OR RENT in Connecticut.
Unparalleded opportunity, 5 rooms and porch attract-
tively furnished, 14 acre, electricity, gas, swimming,
tennis, children’s camp available, $300 cash, balance
$1,700, long-term easy payments. Room 813, 1457
Broadway, WI 7-4149.

118 West Allegheny Avenue.

4023 Girard Avenue,

2404 Ridge Avenue.
Pittsburgh: 1638 Fifth Avenue.
San Francisco: 1609 O’Farrell Street.

121 Haight Street.

170 Golden Gate Avenue.
Seattle: 7131% Pine Street.

4217 University Way.
Washington, D. C.: 513 F. Street, N. W.

Order from Your Nearest Book Shop
Mail Orders From

WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS
P. 0. Box 148, Station D. New Yeork City

Write for Free Lists
* Open Sunday.



LOOK AT OUR EDITORS

Clean-shaven, clear-thinking. No
time for beard-stroking while cata-
clysmic news comes -catapulting
over the wires—to be reported,
analyzed, commented on, in thor-
ough Marxian manner. There are

NO WHISKERS HERE

LOOK AT OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Correspondents dodging Southern
landlords’ bullets, risking jail, to
give you the inside story of strikes
and capitalist persecution. Artists
who wield their brushes, not for
art’s sake, but for your sake, and
for the sake of all workers strug-
gling for a decent life. Courageous,
forward-looking writers, not con-
tent to bemoan the degradation of
capitalist culture, but determined
to build a new literature, a new
theater, a new life, which shall be
i}ilogest, vigorous, and free. You’ll
n

NO WHISKERS HERE

LOOK AT OUR READERS

\
Men and women who want the \\\
truth—who hate the hypocrisy and '\\\
the ruthlessness of the old men of \
Wall Street — young minds that |
refuse to be stultified—that scorn W)

compromise — people who want to
do something to make this the kind
of world they want to live in.
You’re one of them, and you know
there are

NO WHISKERS HERE

NEW MASSES
LOOK AT THIS OFFER pp~ 31 East 27th Street, New York, N. Y.
If this is your kind of magazine I enclose $1,* for which please send me
and you’re our kind of reader, $1 NEW MASSES for 12 weeks, on your Special
will bring us together, for 12 Introductory Offer. .
weeks, to our mutual advantage.
Remember, a regular yearly sub- Name..........coccooooomiiieiereeeeeeeeseee s

scription to NEW MASSES is now
$4.50. Single copies are 15 cents
We offer you a special introductory
subscription of 12 weeks for $1.
USE THE COUPON. There are also Occupation..................covvevevenieiiciresescscressssseanenns

* Or send $4.50 for a year’s subscription; or
NO WHISKERS HERE $2.50 for six months.
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