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Hunger Behind Bayonets
A REPORT just issued by the
United States Department of
Commerce shows that behind the boasts
and the threats of the German fascists
lies a nation in the grip of economic
catastrophe. Three years of Hitlerism
have brought the people a hunger and
misery that break through even the ab-
straction of statistics.

The Department of Commerce re-
ports that during December, 1935 and
January, 1936, the decline in Ger-
many’s industrial employment was even
greater than last winter. Registered
unemployment increased by 522,000 in
the month of December alone. At the
same time the number of employed per-
sons decreased by almost 1,000,000.
From December to January the num-
ber of officially admitted unemployed
increased from 2,507,000 to 2,520,000.

Germany’s food shortage continued
through the two months covered by the
report. Butter was scarce again in
January and eggs were hardly obtain-
able during the greater part of the
month.

Although 1935 closed with a favor-
able trade balance, Nazi Germany’s
balance of foreign payments was not
improved. On the contrary, it showed
signs of greater strain and further de-
terioration. The Reichsbank’s gold re-
serves declined in December by 5,
677,000 marks; and in January there
was a further decline of 5,856,000
marks which went to pay for imports
of foodstuffs indispensible to starving
Germany.

Thére can be no doubt that the in-
ternal economic catastrophe is one of
the reasons why the Nazis are prepar-
ing so frantically for war.

““Cushioning” Taxes

WHATEVER minor qualms Wall
Street may have had about the
President’s proposal to raise an addi-
tional $620,000,000 through taxation
are in the process of being put to rest.
The House Ways and Means sub-com-
mittee, charged with working the pro-
posals into legislative form, has ac-
cepted a modification urged upon it by
the spokesmen for the big corporations.
The principle adopted is aptly termed

DIE LORELEI

“cushioning” the corporations. The un-
divided profits tax would be graduated
so that a portion of these profits would
largely be spared from taxation.
Even in its original form, the Presi-

~dent’s proposal was not too objection-

able to the big corporations. He did
not ask that a single penny be taken
from the mass of undivided profits
which have accumulated to date—an
estimated total approaching fifty billion
dollars. The indications are that in
passing through ‘the Congressional mill,
the plan will come out so well “cush-
ioned” and loop-holed that it may even
meet the approval of Al Smith. The
passivity of administration leaders to
date toward pressure from the Right

Russell T. Limbach

on the taxation issue bears out this ex-
pectation. This would not be the first
of the President’s “radical” tax plans
to turn out a dud.

For the masses of common people
there 1s a very alarming element in the
proposed taxation. There is every like-
lihood that more processing taxes will
be railroaded through Congress. The
President called for processing taxes on
a series of agricultural products hith-
erto untaxed. In addition, a levy has
been proposed to make up for taxes
lost through the invalidation of the
A.AA. These new taxes would extend
still further the burden of indirect tax-
ation borne almost entirely by poor
consumers. Under the New Deal there
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has been a marked movement of taxa-
tion in this direction. Whereas, in
1932, indirect forms of taxation ac-
counted for 47 percent of the national
revenue total, in 1935 this proportion
had risen to 71 percent.

Meanwhile, the most reactionary rep-
resentatives of finance capital grouped
around the Liberty League and the
Republican Party are utilizing the dis-
cussions on taxation for deceptive
“economy”’ propaganda. Actually their
crusade is directed against government
_ expeditures for unemployment relief
and all other forms of social benefits.

At present little is heard in Congress
about a peoples’ taxation program,
which would shift taxes to those who
can best afford to pay them. Little is
likely to be heard until a Farmer-Labor
Party, speaking for the interests of the
majority of the people, becomes a real-

‘ity.

Al Capone Talks
IT IS heartening that Al Capone,

even . though temporarily removed
from the strain and turmoil of every-
day life, still watches events from his
hide-away cell on Alcatrez Island. Al
Capone (like Al Smith) says:

Bolshevism is knocking at our gates.
We can’t afford to let it in. We have
got to organize ourselves against it and
put our shoulders together and hold fast.

We must keep the worker away from
Red literature and Red abuses. We must
see that his mind remains healthy.

The Living Newspaper
HEN a man is thrown out of a
Broadway theater by the police
for booing a character portraying Earl
Browder, Communist leader, that’s
‘news, even if it's not quite the mil-
lenium. It actually happened last Sat-
urday evening at the Biltmore Theater
and was only one of the strange angles
of the setting in which the Living
Newspaper project of the Federal
W.P.A. Theater was born.

Harassed at every turn by flannel-
mouthed reactionaries, with vigilante
elements within their ranks and some-
thing less than official encouragement
from old-line leaders of Actors Equity,
the first produced edition of the Living
Newspaper project, Triple A Plowed
Under, startled thinking New York.
Sponsored by the Newspaper Guild,
the project met official censorship when
its first production, Ethiopia, was
banned by W.P.A. big-wigs on the
score that it might lead to “interna-

tional complications.” Saturday night’s
invitation performance, which brought
an enthusiastic audience, a handful of
disruptive reactionaries and thirty po-
licemen under the command of a sorely
puzzled captain, was actually the birth-
night of what is clearly not only a new,
popular, effective dramatic form but
something which may be raised to the
status of a national political issue.

Amazing as are the twenty-two spec-
tacular scenes describing the impover-
ishment of the American farmer since
the war, the production itself threatens
to be lost in the maelstrom of furious
debate over it. The reactionaries in
and out of the Federal Theater project
are shouting that it is “‘communistic”
and that its supervisor, Morris Watson,
vice- president of the American News-
paper Guild, is a “Communist.” Lib-
erty Leaguers and other stout Wall
Street gentlemen are already ringing
the changes on the Stalin to Tugwell
to Roosevelt (to Morris Watson?)
theme.

Victor Ridder, local W.P.A. admin-
istrator, meanwhile must take responsi-
bility for the disruptive actions of the
so-called Veterans Federal Theater
League, a small, red-baiting group. It
was Ridder who, by his attacks on the
unions of W.P.A. workers, stimulated
the development of the fascist forces
within the projects.

Progressive-minded New Yorkers
will give reactionaries the best answer
by unstinting support to the Living
Newspaper. At the top prices of 5§
cents, T'riple A Plowed Under is hardly
something that can be missed. A
jammed house every night of its two
weeks’ run should settle once and for
all the question: Does America want an
uncensored, government-supported
theater?

Mr. Hearst’s Elliot
LLIOT ROOSEVELT, the Presi-

dent’s son, has become vice-presi-
dent of Hearst Radio, Inc., an operat-
ing company for stations owned by Wil-
liam Randolph Hearst. This is a new
step in the alliance of the Roosevelt
scion with America’s No. 1 Fascist.
Since last September, Elliot has been
vice-president and sales-promotion man-
ager ‘of the Southwest Broadcastmg
Company, two ‘of whose stations have
been bought by Hearst.

According to the New York Times,
President Roosevelt has refused to com-
ment on his son’s activities. But there
will be plenty of comment in American
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homes where many imagine that the
President is a bulwark against fascist
propaganda. -

Bambrick Calls It Off
THE strike of Building Service Em-
ployes in New York City came to
an abrupt end when President James
J. Bambrick signed a three-year agree-
ment with the Realty Advisory Board.
The militant strike was broken, despite
the enthusiastic, active cooperation of
the rank and file and the support of
tenants and middle-class groups. Bam-
brick did not consult the workers be-
fore making a settlement, though the
rank and file must return to their jobs
under an agreement that is certainly no
victory for them.

How did Bambrick come to sign this
agreement which did not even guaran-
tee an increase in wages, improvement
of working conditions or the reinstate-
ment of all strikers? Why did he
fail to obtain union or preferential
shop? The picket lines held solid;
other unions aided the strike by boy-
cotting buildings manned by scabs; the
strike was orderly and effective; it was
aided by rent strikes and by the insist-
ence of those most affected by the
strike—the middle-class ‘tenants—that
landlords sign an immediate settlement
granting the workers’ full demands.
The strike was not lost on the picket
line. Negotiations behind closed doors
killed the sure success that the strike
promised—and Bambrick was in at the
killing. ‘ :

Last week THE NEwW MASSEs natu-
rally gave full support to the strike.
The article we published pointed out:

The strike is by no means won. . .
Bambrick has already offered to arbitrate
—to arbitrate all demands, even the closed
shop. . . . If the closed shop is refused,
union men can be discriminated against,
militants can be squeezed out of jobs.
Clearly, protection must be granted to
union men before wages and hours can be
arbitrated. . . .

Bambrick did not use the best judg-
ment in offering to sign a contract
which outlawed strikes.... Furthermore,
the Building Service Employes lacks rank-
and-file control of the union so important
in building a strong organization. The
rank and file must work under the new
contract; the men should have the right
to approve it or turn it down. As it is
now, Bambrick has absolute power. With
the referendum, the danger of a contract
which outlaws strikes, which does not
guarantee closed shop, is to a large de-
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gree obviated. Democracy in a trade
union must be granted if the organization
. is to increase in strength, consolidate its
gains.

Since those lines were written, Presi-
dent Bambrick continued to- act in a
bureaucratic manner as if the strike
were his personal property to settle or
not to settle. He had obtained in the
first enthusiasm of the strike the full
right to sign for the strikers without
submitting the final terms to a referen-
dum of the entire membership. He
looked to the enemies of labor for aid
and encouragement, relying on the in-
ternational officers of the union, A.F.
of L. bureaucrats who run their own
locals in Chicago not on a trade-union
basis but as money-making rackets. He
turned to Mayor LaGuardia who from
the first did his utmost to defeat the
strike. With full knowledge of the im-
plications, Bambrick accepted the La-
Guardia-appointed arbitration board—
an “‘impartial” panel composed of men
with the same financial interests as the
landlords. There were no representa-
tives of labor on this board. This was
a criminal omission. The arbitrator of
reinstatement disputes is a real-estate
man and architect. The arbitrators of
the wage award will be appointed by
the strike-breaking Mayor LaGuardia.

With the strike officially ended—at
least for the time being—the rank and
file faces three tasks. It must beware
of discrimination by employers against

fellow unionists whom the Realty Board
falsely accuses of ‘“‘violence” and ‘‘sab-
otage” (read ‘“militancy” and “‘advo-
cacy of trade unionism’). Already,
Bambrick says, there have been ‘‘thou-
sands of violations.” He adds:

It is quite evident that the Realty Ad-
visory Board signed the agreement in bad
faith, with no intention of living up to it.

But Bambrick also signed this agree-
ment which in no way provided for
protection of union members from such
violation. The rank and file has an-
swered by picketing buildings discrim-
inating against strikers.

Union members must also beware of
delay by the arbitration board in hand-
ing down a wage award. Such a delay,
the usual trick of employers who influ-
ence ‘“‘impartial”’ arbitration boards,
has as its purpose the withholding of
substantial wage increases. Bambrick’s
agreement sets no time limit on the de-
liberations of the arbitrators; the terms
he signed encourages employers to
press for the lowest possible award.

Finally, most important for the fu-
ture of the Building Service Employes
and the lesson this strike holds for
other workers and their middle-class
allies, the rank and file must demand
and obtain the right to run its own
union. The rank and file, for its own
protection and as a weapon against offi-
cials such as Bambrick who lose sight
of the needs of the union membership
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when confronted with LaGuardias and
McGradys and Realty Advisory
Boards, must gain the right to have the
final say about its own destiny.

A New Strike Wave

HE walkouts of recent weeks may
herald a renewed strike wave of
major scope. A successful general strike
in Pekin, Illinois, was followed on Feb.
17 by the strike action of 16,000 Akron
rubber workers. Strikers already under
way were augmented by the stoppage of
4,000 ladies garment workers in Bos-
ton, 1,500 flat glass workers in Toledo,
Ohio, 900 workers of the Columbia
Chemical Co. in Barberton, Ohio, as
well as dozens of smaller strikes affect-
ing thousands in widely scattered com-
munities and varied occupations. New
York’s 75,000 building service workers
have given the movement impulse. -
The tendency among trade unionists
to appeal to the general strike has been
a distinct feature of late. Although
general strikes have not materialized
since the Pekin victory, sentiment in
this direction developed with startling
rapidity both in Akron and New York.

Factors underlying these develop-
ments may be gathered from the cur-
rent survey of business conditions pre-
pared by the American Federation of
Labor. In its summary of industrial
development since the end of the
N.R.A,, the report discloses some of
the conclusions contained in the
“Robert Report,” suppressed by Secre-
tary of Commerce Roper. Pointing to
the fact that 120 large corporations in-
creased their profits by an average of
141 percent during the latter half of
1935, the A.F. of L. survey states that
“average wage rates were reduced by
one cent per hour between July and De-
cember, 1935; hours of work were
lengthened so that the average work
week was three hours longer in Decem-
ber than in July, and by this increase
more than one million jobs were denied
to the unemployed.”

Thus, with profits rising, workers’
wage rates are cut though the cost of
living continues on the increase. With
production expanding, exploitation is in-
tensified through increased speed-up and
lengthened working hours. The labor
movement can check these trends. Re-
cent strike activity constitutes a good
beginning. The organization of the un-
organized workers into industrial unions
in the major industries becomes more
pressing an issue than ever before.
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An Historic Opportunity

Toward a Nationwide Farmer-Labor Party

HE development of the presi-
dential election campaign has
brought into the open the re-
actionary forces which have been or-
ganizing to destroy the remaining lib-
erties of the people. It is a sinister
fact that many candidates for the Re-
publican nomination are more or less

frankly allied with the Liberty League,
and that Hearst plays a leading role in

the maneuvers for the nominations in
the anti-Roosevelt camp. The Lan-
dons, Knoxes and Borahs supply the
demagogy, Wall Street collects the
funds, Hearst furnishes the program.

On the other hand, there are en-.

couraging signs that many people are
- waking up to the colossal danger which
threatens them at every point of their
existence. Recently two county Far-
mer-Labor Party conventions at Min-
neapolis unanimously voted for the for-
mation of a national Farmer-Labor
Party. They passed resolutions de-
manding that the state Farmer-Labor
convention which will meet March 27
take the lead in organizing such a na-
tionwide party. Four new local Far-
mer-Labor parties, organized in Con-
necticut, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania
~ and South Dakota, have also gone on
record for a national Farmer-Labor
Party; and they, too, have called upon
Minnesota to take the initiative.
There are already a number of local
movements for a Farmer-Labor Party
in various states. These are waiting to
be consolidated into a national organ-
ization representing not only workers
and farmers, but also their natural al-
lies today, the expropriated sections of
the middle class. The fact is, the crisis
has so reduced the economic level of
small businessmen, professionals and
white-collar employes that they have a
direct interest in the formation and
growth of a Farmer Labor Party.
Some group must take the initiative
-1n convoking a national conference for
that purpose. It seems to us that the
state convention which will gather in

Minnesota on March 27 is in an ideal

position to take the first step. Now is
the time to take it. Not since the
Civil War has America faced so criti-
cal a turn in its history. The entire
social structure has been shaken to its

g

foundations - by an economic crisis un-
precedented in our history. The major
aspects of the prevailing catastrophe
have been stated again and again, until
there is danger that the very act of
repetition may .dull the vigilance of the
people. Yet the facts cannot be too
often repeated, for day in and day out
life itself ruthlessly imposes them upon
us. Twelve to fifteen million Ameri-
cans are out of work; more than 16,-
000,000 people are on a starvation re-
lief dole; the wages of those who are
employed are being cut; the farmers
have been forced into bankruptcy; the
small business-men and the profes-
sionals have been driven to the wall;
half of our people already exist below
the poverty line.

There is not a man or woman read-
ing these lines who does not know from
his or her own bitter experience what
the effects of the economic crisis are.
In his nationwide radio broadcast, Earl
Browder uttered the thought of mil-
lions when he said that the main issue
of 1936 is how to put America back to
work. No doubt exists for the mass
of the American people on this point.
The main question which now con-
fronts the country is the specific method
for solving the crisis. Reality imposes
upon us a great choice which cannot be
evaded. #'ho can put America back to
work, and by what means? This is a
burning problem which affects at once
the unemployed worker, the bankrupt
farmer, and the middle class which has
felt the scourge both of unemployment
and of bankruptcy.

Who will" put America back to
work? It is becoming clear to an in-
creasing number of -people that neither
the Democratic nor the Republican
parties will do anything to lift the
crushing burdens from the people.
True, Big Business is divided in its
policies. The most reactionary elements
of the governing class, the Liberty
Leaguers and the Hearsts favor an im-
mediate fascist drive against the funda-
mental rights and interests of the
masses of America. The Roosevelt ad-
ministration, while not ready to intro-
duce fascism, is no guarantee against it.
The President’s concessions on the tax-
ation program, his passivity toward the

“sedition” bills, his failure to solve the
unemployment problem, the threat to
the W.P.A., the rapid preparations for
war—these and similar policies make
it obvious that the Roosevelt regime
speaks fundamentally for monopoly
capital and yields to its pressure.

It makes no difference at bottom
whether the government in Washington
is Republican or Democratic. Ulti-
mate power rests with the big bankers
and manufacturers. That is why Dem-
ocrats and Republicans of all factions
are united in their efforts to obscure
the issues of unemployment and bank-
ruptcy. That is why party lines by now
fictitious are ignored when it comes to
voting huge war appropriations or
passing ‘‘sedition” laws designed to
crush the labor movement and the pro-
gressive activities of middle-class peo-
ple opposed to the growing reaction in
this country. The essence of the crisis
lies in the prevalence throughout Amer-
ica of unemployment and hunger, the
spread of political reaction and fascism,
the danger. of 2 war far more terrible
than the last. And in this crisis both
of the old parties are fundamentally
committed to monopoly capital. They
will do everything in their considerable
power to advance the interests of the
big bankers and big manufacturers at
our expense, at the expense of the vast
majority of the American people.

This leaves us no real alternative.
Unless we are prepared to accept some

, form of fascism, unless we are willing

to see our economic situation grow pro-
gressively worse and ourselves de-
prived of the most elementary civil
rights, we must break away from the
rule of Wall Street. ,
It has already been pointed out and
will be pointed out again and again,
that a Farmer-Labor Party would not
require that we all agree on a complete
program for reconstructing society. It
would pledge itself only to carry out
those few simple measures upon which
millions of people are already' agreed.
1. Whenever a capitalist closed down
his factories and threw out his work-
ers, the Farmer-Labor Party in power
would be pledged to reopen those fac-
tories and put the employes back to
work at union wages. 2. A Farmer-
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Labor government would outlaw the
yellow dog contract and company
unions. 3. It would help the workers
and farmers to make our industries and
agriculture 100 percent unionized. 4. It
would tax the rich to-care for the poor.
5. It would enact genuine old-age, un-
employment and social insurance legis-
lation that would really give social se-
curity to all those who could not yet
be put back to work—Ilegislation along
the lines of the Frazier-Lundeen bill
now before Congress. 6. It would
really guarantee the equal rights of the
Negroes who are now stirring with re-
volt against their shameful treatment.
7. It would provide for the millions of
youth in the city and on the farm at
least their minimum needs by enacting
the Youth Act worked out by the
American Youth Congress. 8. It would
stop the rising tide of reaction in the
country. 9. It would handle the Su-
preme Court as Lincoln did and dras-
tically remove its usurped dictatorial
powers. 10. It would make it impos-
sible for the Morgans and the Hearsts
to drag us into another imperialist
war; it would join with all the peace
forces in the world to restrain the Ger-
man, Japanese and Italian warmon-
gers; it would keep America out of the
war by helping to keep war out of the
world.

These measures are not revolution-
but they would organize the
masses of the American people against
the intolerable domination of Wall
Street. A nationwide Farmer-Labor
Party, representing the people, would
relieve the population from its most
immediate, most desperate burdens.

It would fight against high prices,
high rents, high utility rates; and for
a reduction on debt charges. Its pro-
gram would touch those vital matters
which are as important to the middle
class as to the industrial laborers and
the impoverished farmers. It would
fight for the fullest freedom of speech,
press and assemblage, for the right to
organize—for the maintenance and ex-
tension of every civil right which en-
ables “workers, farmers and middle-
class people to defend their interests
against their common oppressor, Big
Business.

The backbone of a nation-wide
Farmer-Labor Party would, of course,
be the trade unions. Its growth would
gain immeasurably from a united front
between the Socialists and the Com-
munists. But middle-class people and
professionals have every reason for

participating actively in the formation
and development of a Farmer-Labor
Party. Like the workers and the farm-
ers of this country, the school teachers
and the white-collar employes, the doc-
tors and the newspapermen, the law-
yers and the small businessmen have
felt the lash of unemployment and eco-
nomic degradation. They, too, have
been the objects of fascist attacks. And
in the past.two years many of them
have shown courage and vision by or-
ganizing and striking for their rights.

The middle class logically belongs
in a nation-wide Farmer-Labor Party.
It has been the mainstay of earlier
third-party movements in this country.
The Progressive Party of 1912 and
the La Follette movement of 1924
both based themselves on the middle
classes which in this country, more than
anywhere else, are acutely aware of the
sinister power of the trusts. For
decades the small American business-
man has revolted against Big Business
and the professional, either as muck-
raker or active reformer, has battled
against the power of monopoly capital.
If these revolts have hitherto been fu-
tile, it is because even progressive sec-
tions of the middle class have had illu-
sions about the status quo. They
thought they could obtain concessions
and basic reforms from Big Business,
or fell into the naive belief that they
could defend their interests by isolated,
independent action.

Recent events here and abroad

‘should have taught them that only by

an alliance with the workers and farm-
ers, only by a political partnership with
the mass of the laboring population
can the middle class make any head-
way against the power of Big Business,
against the disastrous decay of the na-
tional economy, against the growth of
fascism, against the danger of war.

Many middle-class people share with
workers and’' farmers the realization
that a nation-wide Farmer-Labor Party
is the only possible answer to the acute
crisis in which America finds itself. It
now remains for some group with the
necessary prestige and authority to take
the iniative in the formation of this
people’s front:

Such a step would immediately serve
to clarify the political atmosphere. For
there are those who favor a-Farmer-
Labor Party in principle, but feel that
its formation should be postponed to
1938. They argue that a third party
would deprive Roosevelt of votes and
would bring to power the far more re-
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actionary forces opposed to him. But
this attitude is based on illusion. To
begin with, the present arrogance of
the Repubhcans is based on the fact
that Roosevelt has lost a certain
amount of prestige with the masses. He
has not kept his promises to the For-
gotten Man. And those who are dis-
satisfied will turn to the Republicans
unless there is a nation-wide Farmer-
Labor Party expressing their needs and
aspirations. Furthermore, in the ab-
sence of a genuine Farmer-Labor
Party, there is the danger that a
pseudo-third party may be organized
to draw away those who are disillu-
sioned with the New Deal; and this
fake third party will be under the
thumb of the Republicans. The absence

of a Farmer-Labor Party would defi-
nitely strengthen the extreme reaction.

No greater calamity could befall this
country; for the tories are determined
to crush every possibility which the
producers may have of defending their
rights.

There is a genuine difference in
tactics between Roosevelt and the
tories of his own class; but what guar-
antee is there that if he is re-elected
he will respond to the needs of the
people? The present administration:
has been marked by one concession
after another to the extreme right—
and this even in the election year of
1936. After the elections, Roosevelt
may very easily repeat Wilson’s evolu-
tion from the New Freedom to the
Palmer raids.

Although a Farmer-Labor may not
win the presidency this year, millions
of votes for such a party would be a
major effective blow against the grow-
ing reaction. Only such a party can
unite all sections of the people for
whom it is absolutely necessary to fight
against economic disaster, against fas-
c:sm, against war. France has already
given us an example of what a power-
ful people’s front can do even when it
does not control the government.

The time to strike is while the iron
is hot. The most logical year for the
organization of a nation-wide Farmer-
Labor Party is 1936. The Farmer-
Labor Party of Minnesota has the
necessary prestige and authority to
take the initiative in issuing a call for
a nation-wide conference that will
launch the party for which the times
are ripe and the people ready. Will
the delegates who meet in Minneapolis
take it? They have a great historic
opportunity.
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Can Britain Keep Peace?

Loxpon, March 1.

RMAMENTS dominate the political

situation. It is now clear that the

British government has made up its

mind to arm the empire on quite a new
scale and in a new way.

Naturally, its cries that Britain is at pres-
ent disarmed are nonsensical. It has a fleet
about ten times as strong as that of any Eu-
ropean nation and second to none in the
world. And the air correspondents are in-
forming us that one squadron per week: is
being added to the air force.

But despite all this the present armaments
look like a boy scout’s stave compared with
what the government is proposing.

It is proposing to spend no less than
£300,000,000 on new armaments. It is pro-
posing, in other words, that this country
should arm on the new post-war, fascist
scale—the scale on which Germany and Italy
ate armed.

The essential question which the British
Labor movement must ask is this: What is
the purpose of these armaments? -We are
told by Mr. Baldwin and other government
spokesmen that their purpose is to enable us
to play our part in a League system of col-
lective security. But that is not true.

Our present degree of armaments is prob-
ably adequate, when joined as it nominally
is (under the terms of the Covenant—Arti-
cle 16) with the armaments of France, the
Soviet ‘Union ‘and the other League states, to
resist any possible fascist aggression. The
terrible truth is that the vast new arma-
ments which the British government is de-
manding are to be used, not for strengthen-
ing the League, but precisely for freeing
Britain from the need for cooperation with
the League Powers. ‘

They are designed to enable the ruling
clique within the government to undertake
any kind of adventurous, war-like and ag-
gressive foreign policy, probably in support
of the next piece of fascist aggression, which
may well be directed against the Soviet
Union.

The diplomatic correspondent of The
London Observer let the cat out of the bag
in a recent message:

“For fifteen years,” he wrote, “European
diplomacy has worked on the hypothesis that
Great Britain was disarmed and depended
for security upon the League of Nations.

“The new armament program will con-
stitute,” he writes, “the biggest landmark in
European history since 1918.”

It is designed, in other words, to free
Britain from the necessity of cooperating
with the peaceful League Powers.

The truth is that a bitter and evenly-
balanced struggle is going on between one
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~ section of the governing class (led, it is be-

coming more and more clear, by Mr. Bald-
win himself) which proposes a more or less
disguised but effective support for fascist
Germany and another section (headed with-
in the government by Mr. Eden and out-
side it by Sir Austen Chamberlain) which
wishes, for the time being at apy rate, to
curb Germany. '

I have no doubt that the British Labor
movement, if it will act, is fully strong
enough to tip the balance between these two
contending factions within the governing
class and to tip it down upon the side of
peace.

It is vitally necessary that the working-
class movement of this country.should throw
its whole weight behind the policy of sup-
port for peace and the League and uncom-
promising resistance to fascist aggression. In

- doing so it will have to fight the new super-

armament program. Indeed it is becoming
more and more clear with every day that
passes that the struggle of the Labor move-

ment of this country for peace and the .

League must become a struggle against
Stanley Baldwin. The British governing
class, faced by manifold perils, is desperately
anxious for what they call national unity.
They have the effrontery to ask the Labor
movement to consent to unity with the man
who ridiculed collective security eighteen
months ago, won an election by pretending
to support it and then went back upon his
word by supporting the infamous Hoare-
Laval Pact. '

"Today Baldwin is a profoundly discredited
man. He has been half-revealed for what
he has become—the leader of the pro-fascist
forces of this country. It is of the utmost
importance that the leaders of the Labor
Party should make it clear that the British
people will never grant a vast expenditure
on armaments to such a government as this,
headed by such a man as this. For we know
that they would be used, not to preserve
peace and to support the League, but to sup-
port Hitler and to attack the Workers’ Re-
public of the Soviet Union.

Recently a full-dress debate upon these
great issues 'was staged in the House of
Commons.

That debate should have told us where
the government proposed to throw the weight
of this country; did it propose to preserve
peace by backing the League, imposing oil
sanctions and showing Germany that we
stood solidly ‘behind France and Russia, or
did it still intend to pursue the criminal ad-
venture of saving Mussolini and encouraging
Hitler to make war?

But all the debate has told us was that
on this terrific issue the British government

has not made up its mind. It has not done
so for two reasons: first, because it is itself
profoundly split and second, because the pro-
fascist forces grouped around the Prime
Minister, which are probably still dominant
within the government itself, dare not openly
flout the will of every decent man and
woman in this country.

Mr, Atlee, the leader of the Labor op-
position, correctly said that the one definite
statement which the government had made
was that it was still undecided. If the Brit-
ish Labor Party will make the most of this
unparalleled weakness and division within
the government ranks, they can ensure the
fall of Baldwin and his administration and
the assumption of office by a government
which will .back the League and stop the
fascist war.

The same diplomatic correspondent of The

London Observer whom I have just quoted .

made some almost ludicrously frank advance
references to this debate:

Up to the second week of last December [he
wrote] the British Government still in the main
depended for its security upon the collective sys-
tem prescribed in the Covenant of the League of
Nations, In theory—and Mr. Eden is expected
again to subscribe to the theory in his speech to-
morrow—the government still maintains its belief
in the effectiveness of the Geneva system. In
practice it has by contrast put into operation the
alternative principle that Britain’s defence can be
reliably secured only by the British Army, Navy
and Air Force.

The ‘embarrassment into which the government
is placed by the dual role of maintaining one
theory in principle and practising another will
be illustrated by the nature of tomorrow’s opposi-
tion.

Here then is a government which, even in
the opinion of its own warmest supporters,
is maintaining one theory in principle and
practising another, which is, in a word, de-
termined to dupe and deceive the country
into supporting the fascist war.

But the government is very much isolated.
Even within the Tory Party there is a clear
majority for the imposition of oil sanctions.
The truth is that world events are steadily

making the pro-fascist line of the Baldwin

group more and more obviously the policy
not only of criminals but of lunatics. Events
are slowly strengthening the pro-peace forces
in the world; first there is the certainty of
the early ratification of the Franco-Soviet
pact. Once that pact is ratified the idea of
what the pro-fascist speakers in the debate
in the House of Commons called “defending
Western civilization,” which means making
an alliance of France, Britain and Ger-
many for an attack on the Soviet Union,
will have received a heavy blow.

Second, the growth of the People’s Front
all over Western Europe, its triumph in
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Spain and its steadily gathering strength, in
France, give a world picture which would
be distinctly favorable if it were not for the
continued determination of the ruling clique
in this country to succor the hard-pressed
Italian and German fascists.

Once again let it be emphasized and re-
emphasized that the Baldwin government in
Britain is Hitler's and Mussolini’s last hope
and refuge, If the working-class movement
in Britain can destroy this government, it
will perform an historic service for the work-
ing class of the whole world.

Nor must .anyone suppose that this is an
impossible or even, if our forces are united
and determined, a difficult task. Immediately

after the recent elections, when this govern-
ment returned to-office in apparent triumph,
it may have seemed to be idle to speak of its
early destruction. But today events move
with lightning rapidity. Already the present
British government has been weakened to an
almost unbelievable extent, its Foreign Secre-
tary driven with ignominy from office and
its Prime Minister become one of the most
discredited men in Europe.

Every week now in the House of Com-
mons important speakers from the govern-
ment benches get up and speak of the Prime
Minister in a way. unparalleled in recent
English political history. Sir Austen Cham-
berlain’s recent attack was evidently only the
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beginning of ‘a determined revolt of a sec-
tion of the Conservative Party against the
Baldwin leadership.

Conservative speakers are now coming out
openly for oil sanctions, for an out-and-out
support of the League of Nations and a sym-
pathetic attitude to France and the Franco-
Soviet pact. Sooner rather than later there
must be a showdown between them and the
group within the Cabinet which stands for a
diametrically opposite policy.

In this situation, where there is a funda-
mental division on the government side of
the House, a determined and united opposi-
tion can play a decisive part. The British
Labor movement has a great responsibility.

- Smash the Sedition Bills

You who read these lines face the immediate danger
that your most elementary civil rights will be abrogated.
You have heard of the Tydings-McCormack bill which
makes it a crime to criticize militarism; you have also
heard of the Russell-Kramer bill which, under the guise
of legislating against Communism, will prevent you from
expressing any opinion "distasteful to the fascists of this
country. The object of these bills is to smash the Amer-
ican labor movement and to crush all popular opposition
to another bankers’ war. The danger is imminent because
‘the tories are doing everything in their power to rush
these bills through the present Congress. President Roose-

‘W ASHINGTON.

EACTIONARIES in the House of

Representatives are making danger-

.ous headway in obtaining preferen-
tial treatment for the Tydings-McCormack
military disobedience bill and the Russell-
Kramer sedition bill. The Chamber of Com-
merce considers these measures essential to
its anti-labor campaign; there is imminent
danger that in the present Congressional
set-up these two measures, crushing funda-
mental civil rights, may be rushed through.

Just how critical the situation is was in-
dicated to me by Representative Emanuel
Celler, Democrat of Brooklyn, who wrote
the House Judiciary Committee’s minority
report on the Russell-Kramer bill.

“There are a lot of fascists in the House,”
Celler said, “who are doing their utmost to
get the Russell-Kramer and Tydings-Mec-
Cormack bills through the House. These
fascists are joining forces with those en-
trenched in power. They will leave no stone
unturned to accomplish their ends.”

The Tydings-McCormack bill was drawn
up by President Roosevelt’s Navy Depart-
ment. It represents the viewpoint of the pro-
fessional patrioteers and the military clique.
The bill seeks to stop all criticism of mili-
tary expenditures and to punish workers who
appeal to the National Guard not to shoot
strikers, It provides a two-year prison term
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for anyone who dissents from the efforts of
Big Business to merge the military and in-
dustrial machines of this country.

Initiated by Charles Kramer, Los Angeles
Democrat, on behalf of Hearst and the In-
dustrial Association of the Pacific Coast, the
Russel-Kramer bill provides a five-year prison
term for anyone who advocates the revolu-
tionary overthrow of the government. It is
analogous to California’s criminal-syridicalism
act, under which people are imprisoned for
exercising their civil  rights. Reactionary
courts, controlled by Big Business, interpret
such laws so that any disagreement with the
tories becomes advocacy to “overthrow the
government.”’

These two dangerous bills will most likely
become law unless immediate action is started
against them. Many progressives have been
taken off their guard by recent developments.
It is true that Senator Tydings no longer
sponsors the measure bearing his name. It is
also true that Senator La Follette gave no-
tice two weeks ago that he would introduce
a motion to recall from the House of Repre-
sentatives the Tydihgs-McCormack bill,
which was jammed through the Senate last
session. This dees not mean, however, that
Senate approval of the bill has been revoked.
It is still officially approved by the Senate.
Senator La Follette’s delay in putting his
motion to recall the bill from the House

velt is doing nothing to halt these measures.
A.F. of L. bureaucrats frankly told the W ashington cor-
respondent of the THE NEW MASSES that they are ready
to see the Russell-Kramer bill go through. Are you ready
to learn from the bitter experience of the post-war days,
from the catastrophes which have befallen the people of
Germany and Italy? Only the most determined action by
the American people can save them from this fascist assault
on their civil rights. Send your protests at once against
the Tydings-McCormack bill and the Russell-Kramer bill.
Send them to us and we will forward them for you to
Washington. Act, before it is too late. —THE EDITORS.

Certain

.

gives that much more time to the reaction-
aries to push the measure through the House.

On March 9, I asked Senator La Follette
when he planned to ask for the recall of
the Tydings-McCormack bill from the
House.

“It will depend on the legislative situa-
tion,” he replied. “Probably this week.”

But every day’s delay brings the bill that
much nearer to enactment. Similarly, the
Russell-Kramer bill is being pushed by the
reactionaries without evoking sufficient popu-
lar opposition. In the House, half-a-dozen
congressmen have knocked the bill off the
unanimous-consent calendar. These congress-/
men will probably be able to muster the
requisite three objections for knocking the
Tydings-McCormack bill off the calendar
the next time it comes up. This has led
many people to depend upon a handful of
liberal congressmen to stop the assault on
civil rights, But Representatives Marcan-
tonio, Scott, Maverick and others frankly
admit that in the face of concentrated Cham-
ber of Commerce pressure no group in Con-

.gress is strong enough to prevent the passage

of the two Hearstian measures.

A powerful, nationwide movement in de-
fense of civil rights has to make it clear to
the members of the House and the Senate
that the fascist bills must not be passed.
Otherwise, the Rules Committee will grant
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special consideration to the bills. They will be
brought up on the floor for debate and they
will have an excellent chance of passing.

Every parliamentary trick is being em-
ployed to push the bills through. In regard
to the Russell-Kramer bill, Senator Russell,
Georgia Democrat, told me that the Senate
Judiciary subcommittee considering his bill
might dispense with hearings. Instead, it will
submit to the Senate Judiciary Committee
the extensive report of the House Committee
—which recommended passage of the bill!

“Do you know,” I asked him, “that the
United Mine Workers and other trade
unions and the American Civil Liberties
Union and many other liberal groups
are opposed to your bill ?”

“I didn’t know that,” Senator Russell said.
“But, in my opinion, it doesn’t make any
difference.”

The closely-knit reactionary forces behind
the two bills will make every effort to cap-
italize on the confusion of the closing days
of Congress to shoot their bills through. The
minority report on the Tydings-McCormack
bill, signed by Representatives Kvale and
Maverick, said: “A brash piece of Hitler-
istic fascism . . . an intended suppression of
our Bill of Rights.” And Congressman Cel-
ler’s minority report on the Russell-Kramer
bill explained why “those who are entrenched
in power” want the bill. This measure, Cel-
ler pointed out,

would subject the great majority of the Amer-
ican people, particularly the workmen, to the
absolute domination of a small minority of pow-
erful and vested interests. . . . The owner of a
plant . . . could use the statute for his own fell,
selfish purposes. Where he controls local officials,
he could claim that strikers at his plant were
guilty of sedition and were aiming at the over-
throw of Government, whereas in reality higher
wages and shorter hours were their goal. Sub-
servient and complacent district attorneys and
sheriffs would readily prosecute. . . . There is
. . set up a sort of Fascist concept of law.”

At the recent convention of the United
Mine Workers, President John L. Lewis,
Vice-President Murray and Secretary-Treas-
urer Thomas Kennedy—Lieutenant-Governor
of Pennsylvania—submitted a joint report on
the two bills, condemning them as a threat
to free speech and as direct aid to employer
terrorism. The trade unions officials made
a concession to the open-shop Red-baiters by
lumping together fascism and Communism.
Nevertheless, they vigorously protested against
‘the Tydings-McCormack and the Russell-
Kramer bills, as “designed to terrorize free
speech and a free press under pretense of
suppressing sedition.” “These measures,” they
added, “belong to that category of sedition
laws that stifle free speech, breed spies, estab-
lish the terrorism incident to uncertainty and
are the resort of those who regard strikes and
industrial revolts as themselves a phase of
treason.”

I asked Congressman Celler what he
thought ought to be done immediately to de-
feat the Russell-Kramer sedition bill and the
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“DOWN WITH THE SWASTIKA”

Tydings-McCormack bill.

“The great necessity,” he replied, “is for
all the trade unions and liberal organizations
and their press to wage a sustained fight
against these bills. And, by the way, what
is the American Federation of Labor doing?
I can’t understand their silence in the pres-
ent situation. During the war, the ones who
felt the scourge of this type of bill were the
laboring men. The minute the laboring man
organized for better working conditions or
for higher wages, he was accused of striking
at the government. It was argued that he
was guilty of sedition and he was jailed.”

Senator King, Democrat of Utah, chair-
man of the subcommittee on the Russell-
Kramer bill, “really couldn’t say” whether

the bill will come out this session, “but,” he *

added, “as to the ‘Bolsheviks in America, I'm
for deporting all of them.”

The A.F. of L. is deliberately refraining
from doing anything on the bills. A respon-
sible A.F. of L. official in Washingfon
stressed this point.

“What are you doing about the bills?”

Eitaro Ishigaki (On exhibition this week at the A.C.A. Gallery)

“Nothing. The Tydings-McCormack bill
is dead. Senator Tydings has withdrawn his
sponsorship.”

“Nevertheless, the bill stands approved by
the Senate.”

“Well, we agree with the purpose of the
bills, but we are afraid it will be twisted.”

“Then you agree that the bills are aimed
mainly against the trade unions?” I asked.

“No. We think that the purpose of the
bills, hitting the Communists, is honest and
those behind the bills are honest.”

Another AF. of L. spokesman put it this
way: “What are we going to do? Nothing.”

The two fascist bills are directly con-
nected with war preparations. They aim to
suppress anti-war sentiment before hostilities
begin by silencing all who do not share the
views and purposes of the tories. Only the
most determined effort by workers, farmers,
liberals, professionals and other middle-class
groups can stop the present Congress from
suppressing our civil rights. No senator or
representative can afford to ignore letters
and telegrams from his constituents.
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“DOWN WITH THE SWA IKA” Eitaro Ishigaki (On exhibition this week at the A.C.A. Gallery)
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God and the Gorillas

RTHUR BRISBANE, now %73 years
old, is going along much the same
as ever. Geese will say zoo much

the same, but wiser men will consider the
forests used in the printing of his columns,
the barrels of ink spread upon the paper,
the type set, and remember that all this has
given employment.

Besides, there is reason to believe that in
its helter-skelter this thoughtless genera-
tion has failed to digest the philosophy and
teachings of the Highest Paid Editorial
" Writer in the World. Dr. Brisbane comes
rather scattered out, of course, and as far as
I can discover has never bothered to collect
himself into a book. Probably hasn’t time
for it; certainly not now with a war on his
hands, England butting in and only Musso-
lini and Father Coughlin to lend support.
But there should be some place that bright-
eyed journalism students’ can go for quick
nourishment, something they can get in large,
nutritious bites. And so, without a particu-
larly prominent chin to stick out and having
had all oratorical aspirations deflated by an
expert on such things, I have endeavored to
lend the philosopher aid by straining the
soup and dishing up the meat.

The subject matter of Dr. Bris-
bane’s writings can be divided into, roughly
speaking, nine categories, namely: (1) Air-
planes and how to use them, (2) Life, (3)
Mussolini, (4) the Labor Unions are Run-
ning Things, (5) Economics, (6) Lynch-
ings, Hangings, Electrocutions and Head
Choppings, (7) the Hereafter, (8) Science
and (9) Gorillas. These headings are
broad, but I feel the choice morsels below
will convince the reader of their fitness.

dirplanes and How to Use Them. Dr.
Brisbane’s view of the importance of the
flying machine may be gathered from the
amount of space he allots it. In fact, it
is no secret that he considers many of his
opinions and statements of such importance
as to bear repeating. For instance, he has
recalled to our minds no less than half-
a-dozen times recently that when Lord
Northcliffe offered a prize of $50,000 to
the first flier spanning the English chan-
nel the task was considered so impossible
that Lloyd’s insured the offer for almost
nothing. You can find a moral there.
Yet it is true, unfortunately, that certain
Boy Scout statesmen in Washington do not

appreciate the importance of airplanes, par-

ticularly those of the bombing variety, a
state of affairs of which Mr. Brisbane re-
cently took cognizance when he spoke dole-
‘fully of “millions for unemployed, none for
airplanes.”

Even England knows how to better
order things, having recently spent seven

DALE KRAMER

billions on ‘“‘warships, airplanes and other
useful things.” Mussolini, of course, is the
boy who really knows airplanes, and con-
sequently there is no stopping him, as Dr.
Brisbane has pointed out. The correctness
of this view may readily be seen from the
revelation that one squadron of airplanes can
destroy any European city in a very short
time. Later—and despite the possibility of
severe reproof for the disclosure of military
secrets — Dr. Brisbane informs the world
that London, Paris and New York are
undefended against airplane attacks. It is
true that we often hear patter of anti-
aircraft guns halting air attacks and even
of sending attack planes aloft to fight in-
vaders, but our instructor has shown the
ineffectiveness of such things where a real
aviation expert is concerned. He simply
ignores them. Yet war, despite the present

dark picture, may become a thing of the

past if only the world will stop its foolish-
ness and give heed to Dr. Brisbane’s re-
markable peace plan. His proposal, an-
nouncement of which electrified the world
on April 4, 1934, is simple in theory, as
all great things are, and absolutely sure of
success. Under it nations in disagreement
would, instead of going to war, compete in
Easter egg rolling contests.

Life. It is in the realm of Life itself that
the depth and worthiness of the philoso-
pher’s thought becomes most apparent.
While it is impossible to put Dr. Bris-
bane’s views on the complex subject into
one short paragraph, a few key notes can
be struck. Probably the most ringing of
all is the incisive statement that “man is a
wonderful creature,” a premise running
throughout his entire work. But man has
his blemishes, dark spots upon which our
teacher mercilessly throws the white light
of his thought. There are the nudists.
Remembering that “one of the symptoms
of insane people is a stripping off of the
clothes,” Dr. Brisbane must hesitate
to vouch for the sanity of these people.
And, worst of all, we find this business of
going without clothes will result in the
human body becoming again covered with
short red hair (see Science). Consequently
it is no surprise that our mentor must
reject even half-way toleration of the “idiot
nudists.” ‘“The Kentucky legislature, which
passed a law making it a crime for nudists
to cavort except behind high walls, was in-
formed that its aftion would not protect
heaven from offense.” Pink toenails and
the beauty patch have also aroused the
splendid indignation of our master. But
there are more optimistic moods when “men
can do whatever they imagine and many
things more,” civilization is better than

starvation and ‘“nothing is as beautiful or
as encouraging as the faces of happy school
children.” Dance marathons are disgrace-
ful, but when we compare them with burn-
ing people alive they do not seem so bad.
Too, lest we become discouraged, we are
told in Dr. Brisbane’s own inimitable
words that “there are always better days
ahead.”

And so it is that in the main his themes
are calm, thoughtful and direct. We lack
space for further exposition, but let us list
for the reader’s later contemplation a few
aphorisms: ‘“Everything has two sides.”
To illustrate this, Dr. Brisbane takes the
case of a dog’s ears. If you clip them,
it hurts him; yet if you don’t, some other
dog may bite them. So there you are.
Dorothy Dix’s stand that ‘“big, strong,
silent men are rather useless” is endorsed.
“The best occupation is thinking, but it
is the most painful,” “Never give up.”
“You need not pity a man who has lost
his money if he still has his family.”
“Crime does not pay.” “There is abso-
lutely no- time in which to begin anything
worth while or to do better except now.”
“If you do your best, and have the stuff,
the world will acknowledge your work.”
“What would we think if a herd of buffalo
put a man into a pasture to fatten and eat,
as we do the buffalo?” “Life is a kaleido-
scope.”

Maussolini. “Men believe that they think
for themselves, but like wolves, what they
want is a leader of the pack.” With this
thought Dr. Brisbane has prepared us for his
proclamation that Moussolini not only is a
“constructive ' dictator” but the ‘“champion
dictator of all time.” He “knows how to
get things done,” looks well in a stove-pipe
hat and it is impossible to talk compromise
to a man like that. He builds his power
on patriotism and trains children for war, a
program which our mentor compares to the
suckling of Romulus and Remus by the she-
wolf. In fact, Dr. Brisbane feels so strongly
about Mussolini’s fascism that he wants
1,000 U.S. school teachers to wvisit ‘“that
wonderful country.” We know, of course,
that the roar of Mussolini’s planes over
Africa has stirred our master’s fighting blood
and brought into full play his military
ability. And to Mussolini’s greater glory
it can be said that on the whole he has
conducted the campaign in a manner sat-
isfactory to Dr. Brisbane, although it is true
that once or twice our instructor has found
it necessary to administer sharp dressings
down to the boy with the big jaw. But
usually the fascist dictator is top notch. He
shouldn’t be grudged expansion, and will get
it. Dr. Brisbane has said so from the first,
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and repeatedly told Haile Selassie as much.
One of his first paragraphs on the Ethio-
pia-Italy dispute said Mussolini will get an
indemnity because he is “that way.” A little
later Selassie was advised to come across
with some cash, as well as salute the Italian
flag, because “as a practical business man,
Mussolini always demands a little soothing
cash.” In fact, he has had to treat Haile
a little roughly, not so much because he is
mad at him—though he deals harshly with
the little ruler’s claim of descendency from
Solomon—but because he is such a foolish
fellow not to evacuate in favor of a real
ruler. But such harsh words are infrequent
and usually our teacher contents himself
with a pleasant bit of bomb dropping, gas
spraying and the like of that. Dr. Brisbane
grants there is suffering among the Italian
masses, but offers solace to Italian mothers
by pointing out that meatless days, now that
experiments have indicated starvation makes
for intelligence, are really a good thing.
The Labor Unions Are Running T hings.
We have seen that few matters can stir
the philosopher’s wrath, but it might as well
be stated right here that when it comes to
the place where labor unions are taking ad-
vantage of the whole people he is for the
people every time. Dr. Brisbane is tired of

the “dual government” which the working
people use to exploit the employers and he
wants something done about it. For in-
stance, he warns union labor to watch out,
else we shall have to come to something like
Italy where “there are no labor unions col-
leating millions a year in dues. Former
leaders are working with pick and shovel, a
tractor or lathe, according to their mechan-
ical ability.” We have been told earlier
that Mussolini would never stand for such
shameful carryings on as strikes. For a
while, it is true, he had some faith in Gen.
Hoo Hoo Johnson, the N.R.A. administrator.
When the coal code went into effect he
hoped Johnson would make it work, for “of
all industries, coal has been more seriously
disturbed by strikes.” But he recognized
that unions might cause trouble by asserting
a right to “overrule codes.” In fact, on
Oct. 12, 1933, it appeared to him that the
Blue Eagle “may have to veto labor.” But
the N.R.A. was never very dependable, and
instead of shattering the “invisible govern-
ment” of labor unions it actually was used
by these exploiters against the exploited, as
when it attacked Henry Ford. Yet Mr.
Ford valiantly whipped them off, and it
may be noted here—I am sure it will not
turn his head—that Dr. Brisbane coura-
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geously stood by the persecuted auto maker
through the thick of it. And it is all so
useless in the “world’s richest country with
the courts to settle quarrels and unlimited
power residing in the government,” as well
as “tanks of the U.S. army, strong enough
to plow through brick walls,” which are
always to hand. The latter suggestion was
made as San Francisco union labor struck
“not at employers, but at the public.” And
so it is that “some rule [no strikes] will
have to come.” Dr. Brisbane informs us that
workers are really “like horses and need
a master to care for them.”

We are also given an insight into sub-
versive movements. A solution to the Com-
munist problem has also been found—or at
least the way pointed. After much research
Dr. Brisbane has been able to show that
“attractive girls not elected to sororities be-
come communists.” It appears that an in-
vestigation by W. R. Hearst of the Pi Phis,
Tri Delts and Kappa Gammas would not
be amiss.

Economics. While many an economist has
succeeded in setting up a school of thought,
Dr. Brisbane can boast two schools. They
are: - (1) The government should take a
hand in our economic life, and (2) the
government should not take a hand in our
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economic life. It is well to pursue these
two lines of thought separately. In the
first we learn that “if anything is to be
done, it must be done by one man with the
right idea and the power to make others
accept it.”” And, again, “it is time to make
things happen instead of letting things shape
themselves.” In 1933 he said: “The gov-
ernment will presumably find a way to con-
vince all citizens that when Uncle Sam
takes charge all other management ceases to
operate. Unless it does this, the N.R.A.
will not get far.”” Once he told us en-
thusiastically how Josephus Daniels made a
torpedo manufacturer come down four-fifths
on his prices by threatening to take over his
plant. On the other hand, “the best plan
at present is to let every man get as much
as his ability makes possible (he cannot take
it to heaven), obliging him to use it legally,
and exhorting him to use it generously.”
This country still believes in corner lots.
“Industry only asks the administration to
observe neutrality in the fight with foreign
industry for control of world markets.”
“The U.S. is no longer a democracy.”

But do not fool yourself by believing
that Dr. Brisbane is sitting idly by amidst
this “New Deal” regimentation. Not for a
minute. He has a plan. A little story has
been told by our instructor which, if taken
to, heart, will solve the whole thing. It
appears there was once upon a time a tribe
of American Indians whom a religious group
conquered and attempted to “regiment.” The
Indians fought back by refusing to have
children and died out. There is a lesson in
that.

In 1933 he suggested that the army be
deployed in a search for gold, but a foolish
government paid no heed. The Mellons got
their fortunes from ‘“productive, construc-
tive ‘'work.” In putting Mrs. Sanger in her
place, Dr. Brisbane points out that this
country needs 50,000,000 more population
to purchase second-hand automobiles. Science
should not now disrupt a prosperous ad-
vertising business by discovery of an easy
cure for pyorrhea. Russia is a fascist coun-
try and its “rulers” are likely to become
multi-billionaires. “Don’t kill initiative.”
Texas could feed the entire world. Reds
and anarchists are having a fine time drink-
ing beer on easy money from the rich, but
“what will happen when the money runs
out?”

Lynchings, Hangings, Electrocutions and
Head Choppings.. While Dr. Brisbane’s dis-
courses on these subjects are not altogether
original, his tremendous influence must be
considered a chief factor in actions which
result from them. Let us take as an ex-
ample the double lynching in California
which brought so much fame to the late
Gov. Rolph. Immediately after the men
were taken into custody Dr. Brisbane con-
tented himself with a quotation, but his ad-
mirers can not doubt that it had much effect
on events immediately following. ‘“The late
dowager empress of China,” he reported ec-

statically, “believed in that theory [of prompt
justice] and is supposed to have given the
order: Execute the criminal at once, and
see that he has a fair trial afterwards.”
However, our teacher is not in favor of pro-
miscuous lynchings, as shown by his state-
ment after the men had been hung naked
to a tree. “One violation of law thought-
lessly approved may lead to others 1,000
times more dangerous, and should be re-
membered even when a lynching happens to
please us.”

Few, if any, executions escape him. Head
choppings are favorites, particularly if done
by hand. As he says, “a head chopped off
by hand impresses us.” Take this example.
“The Hitler headsman, after striking the
blow, leaves the ax buried in the block,
pressing against the woman’s neck for a
few moments, pressing the great blood ves-
sels for a few moments, making the behead-
ing less bloody and unpleasant.” Thus I
think we may safely term our master a con-
noisseur of head chopping, as we can not
help noting a great difference in apprecia-
tion between the above and a simple ma-
chine job, as “Van der Lubbe climbed si-
lently to the guillotine platform. Goebbels
pressed the button, Van der Lubbe’s head
was in a basket, half full of sawdust.” I
have been briefer than I should have liked,
for it would be impossible to over-estimate
the importance our teacher attaches to these
occasions.

The Hereafter.
observer it may appear that Dr. Brisbane
is hesitant in his conclusions concerning the
Hereafter, it is well to remember the diffi-
culty involved in securing first-hand knowl-
edge of the subject. However, he has been
able to make a few positive announcements,
such as that all murderers go to hell, that
death-bed repentances are sometimes ac-
cepted, and that once a man gets .to heaven
he will be an eqt,xial of Socrates. But on the
whole our instructor is less definite, usually
concerning himself with thoughtful, stimu-
lating questions. Once, in a period of doubt,
he came to the conclusion that man has no
such sure hope of eternity as a dog made
into a rug. Yet he is aware that heaven

While to the superficial:
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and hell make government easier, and that
is something.

One of his most searching questions deals
with the departure of the soul from the
body. “When the heart stops and the body
‘dies’,” he asks, “does the soul start on its
long journey, and then come back in case
of sudden recovery, or does it wait a definite
time before leaving to make sure?” You
wonder about that. And you speculate with
him whether Coolidge and Edison, gone to
a better place, hear Coolidge’s recorded voice
broadcast by Mr. Hearst’s radio station.
Then we stop to ponder upon this: “Is
there any moment of wondering while you
are on your way, and doubting and hoping,
as in this life? There in the grave you lie
and your possessions have dwindled down to
one small coffin and the clothes that the
undertaker has put on you.” And we won-
der if the “graduates of our electric chair
arrive as we send them out, with scars of
electricity burning on their heads and faces.”
You merely ponder and can not for sure say
“yes” or “no.” But we learn that, at any
rate, heaven must be a pretty classy place.
For instance, “you could hardly imagine an
angel named Tommy Smith.”

Science. Proba)'bly our instructor’s most
original and far-reaching pronouncement in
this field is what I have called his theory
of the Unchangeability in Stature of the
Human Being. Simplified, this is an ex-
planation of why the average height and size
of men and women remains about the same.
This remarkable hypothesis was announced
on March 5, 1933, when in speaking of
midgets, Dr. Brisbane said: ‘“These interest-
ing creatures, big and little, remind circus
goers of the goodness of providence that
keeps human beings of the same normal size,
making tall, thin men marry short, fat wom-
en and the other way around.” However, we
cannot be too sure that this state of affairs
will continue. Short, fat women may become
stubborn and repulse the advances of tall,
thin men, or something, for our teacher has
told us that “in days to come husbands three
feet high may seem to women of that time
like strange giants.” And there is another
worry. “Will women remain big in size to
reproduce the race and men dwindle until
they represent the ‘parasite crab’?” Dr. Bris-
bane asks. ‘“When you capture a parasite
crab in deep sea weater it always is a female.
You will find her husband under one of her
flippers, where she keeps and nourishes him.”
Which may or may not please us. But the
eminent scientist’s most renowned investi-
gations have been those concerned with the
heavenly bodies. For instance, he has con-
stantly and brilliantly set forth his belief
that the sun, moon and stars are a great dis-
tance from the earth, a view never success-
fully disputed. And in the investigation of
light years he is what might be termed, in
the vernacular, a ‘“daisy.” I think one ex-
ample will convince the reader. “Three hun-
dred million light years is a long way. Mul-
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tiply the number of seconds in a year by
186 thousand, then multiply the result by
300 millions and you have it, about six quad-
rillions of miles, plus 175 trillions, not al-
lowing anything for .the 300 million' leap
years.” You will be awed by that.

But Dr. Brisbane does not .confine himself.
There are investigations which show that we
used to walk on our hands and knees and
were covered with reddish hair. In fact, red
hair is a survival of primitive days and indi-
cates power of character and, “like power to
wiggle the ears and move the scalp, indi-
cates power to resist processes of evolution.”
He has shown that “excessively hot drinks
set up an irritation that, like any other con-
stant irritation of the mucous membrane, is
apt to produce cancer.” Yet, despite these
epochal studies he has found time to make
innumerable homey suggestions, one of the
most valuable being an exhortation to have
police dogs psychoanalyzed if you are going
to have them around.

Gorrillas. It is hardly too much to say
that our teacher is the foremost authority on
Man vs. The Gorilla. He has concluded,
after careful study of a vast amount of data,
that a gorilla can whip a man any day of
the week. The strength of his view may be
gathered from the severe manner in which
he castigated Heywood Broun when that
writer foolishly stated in reporting the Car-
nera-Sharkey fight that the huge Italian
might beat a gorilla. Firmly, but in a man-
ner which must have made the author of It
Seems to Me squirm, Dr. Brisbane wrote:
“Mr. Broun’s statement that Carnera might
have beat a gorilla is not justified by any-
thing in natural history or Du Challieu’s
writings. A full grown red-haired gorilla of
the Gaboon country, standing more than six
feet high, on his short legs, measuring 80 to
100 inches around the chest, would destroy
Carnera, Sharkey and Broun, all in three
minutes. An orang-outang, no heavier than a
lightweight boxer, would dispose of those

-
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They Killed My

news. How, that morning, in Rio de

Janeiro, Luis Carlos Prestes had been
seized by the white terror. The bestial pol-
lice assassins of Getulio Vargas. My son,
Victor Barron, dead. My own son, regard-
less of some idiotic court that, when still a
child, gave him another name.
him from me for long years.

But not forever. Out of the West, from
the skid-road of Seattle, he came to me in
1931. A lanky lad. A real proletarian. A
lumber-jack at sixteen. Doing a man’s work
for a boy’s wage. Unable, finally, to find
such a job. Conscious of the bitter wrongs
suffered by his class. A brilliant mind thirsty
for knowledge of the way out. Demanding
answers to countless. questions. Devouring
books with eager passion. But, again the
mutations of life. Again, separation. Now,
he is dead. Murdered by the Brazilian po-
lice. Of course, the police tale is that my son
“committed suicide.” Political prisoners in
Brazil always ‘“commit suicide” or  are
“killed by their followers.” In that same
Police Headquarters where my son met
death, a man named Niemeyer “committed
suicide” some time ago. When popular out-
cry at long last forced an open hearing, it
was proven that the police murdered him.
In the case of my son, the tale of “suicide”
served a double aim: to cover up his murder
by the police and to conceal—by accusing
the murdered boy—the real police informer
who disclosed Prestes to the police.

Would you have corroborative evidence
from impeccable authority? Then scan the
following excerpts from the speech of Abel
Chermont, member of the Federal Senate of

IT WAS night béfore I read the terrible

That lost
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Brazil from the State of Parana, delivered
to that body under the shelter of parliamen-
tary immunity and printed in The Imparcial
of Rio de Janeiro dated March 4, 1936:

The Captain Jose de Medeiros, after arrest by
the police, has been found dead in the Vista
Chineza [in the heart of Rio]. His body filled
with bullets. His hands and feet broken and
crushed, with 23 wounds of different degrees.
His body was found in the same place where,
some time ago, was also found dead the unfor-
tunate student, Tobias Warschawski—a few
days previously arrested by the police. As it
happened in the Warschawski case, the police
have issued a statement declaring that Captain
Medeiros was killed by his followers. . . . Cap-
tain Medeiros, 'the soldier Absguardo Martins;
two crimes, two assassinations under the State of
Siege, for which assassinations I accuse the police
in whose hands they were.

In the hands of these police assassins now
is Luis Carlos Prestes, adding to the 17,000
persons already thrown into prison under the
State of Siege. A magnificent personality for
whom there is no comparison in American
history, a soldier who rebelled against com-
mand to oppress the people, Prestes became
the idol of the masses when, from 1924 to
1926, he led the famed “Prestes Column” of
mutinous troops in an armed campaign for
popular rights. He is a legendary figure that
led his command now ‘here, now there,
throughout Brazil’s vast dimensions. Finally
forced to flge across the frontier, Prestes re-
mained the’ “Knight of Hope” to the mil-
lions of his oppressed countrymen.

In those years Brazil was ruled by “Presi-
dent” Washington Luis, a puppet of British
imperialism, with vast plantations, railways
and other interests in Brazil which reach the
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three big men easily.” It may be noted that
Broun has so far steadfastly refused to ac-
cept the master’s challenge to engage an
orang-outang in fisticuffs, in itself almost an
admission of the foolishness of his statement.
Later, when Carnera and Baer fought, ou:
mentor wrote that ‘lest the ambitious young
forget, it may be stated that if Carnéra and
Baer and any other two human fighters that
ever lived, entered a ring with a full grown
gorilla and made the gorilla angry, the four
would not last.” However, he has not yet
stated whether Joe Louis would stand a
chance with a gorilla. Probably, though, if
we can judge from previous utterances, he
would not. In fact, Dr. Brisbane has so con-
vinced the world of the gorilla’s prowess
that Howard Brubaker, military expert for
The New. Yorker, recently gave it as his
judgment that the famous editorial writer
could with the aid of one gorilla and a
bombing plane effectively conquer Ethiopia
in a few weeks. :

Son

sum of 287,306,750 pounds sterling, Against
the British, seeking political influence, trade
favors and vast concessions, American im-
perialism, with some $500,000,000 invested,
intrigues with corrupt Brazilian political
cliques. The big Wall Street investors are:
The Electric Bond and Share Company, the
Standard Oil of New Jersey, the Texas
Corporation, the United States Steel (con-
trolling important manganese mines), the
American Smelting Company, Armour and
Company with great packing houses.

Henry Ford holds a vast concession—for
rubber—a feudal realm called “Fordlandia”
of 3,700,000 acres on the Tapajos river,
with extra-territorial rights of sovereignty
for Ford which excludes the operation of
Brazilian law within his domain. There, for
luckless thousands of Negroes and Indians,
“Ford wages” means a top wage of 12 cents
per day, from which they must buy supplies
at company stores. Under such imperialist
exploiters, whose rule is enforced with the
police whip and military bayonet of this or
that Brazilian tyrant who can seize the title
of “President of the Republic,” live the great
majority of 43,000,000 people. The Depart-
ment of Overseas Trade of Great Britain,
never accused of sentimentality, in a report
on Economic Conditions in Brazil, has said:
“The inhabitants are living, in many cases,
in a serfdom not differing much from that
of medieval times.”

In 1920, the present “President,” Getulio
Vargas and the present Brazilian Ambassa-
dor to Washington, Oswaldo Aranha, organ-
ized the successful coup d’etat which, with
armed force, established the present regime.
At that time, both Vargas and Aranha were
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denounced as “Moscow agitators” in the
name of the old regime and by the same
Serapham Braga whom they now use as their
chief of the “Social Section” of the police.

Vargas had been defeated for the presi-
dency in the elections. His program had in-
cluded many reforms which he has since
wholly ignored. These same reforms . are
today supported by people whom Vargas now
orders to death through the same police
bloodhound, Seraphim Braga.

ISILLUSIONED,; angered by the ex-
posed demagogy and treachery of Var-
gas, the people have been repeatedly driven
to armed rising. Already, at the end of 1930,
the workers of the Ford Concession rose
against the brutality and exploitation they
suffered from the Emperor of Detroit.
Ford’s private army, aided by the Varga
police sent from Para, drowned the revolt in
blood. Hundreds were shot down like wild
beasts. Such indignation was roused through-
out the country that the Vargas government
took the most drastic measures of censorship
to prevent even a refefence to it from ap-
pearing in the press of America and Europe.
The present “State of Siege” is the third
since Vargas seized power. It was declared
by him on December 17 last, to give legal
face to illegal brutalities against the people:
the martial law, expressly forbidden by the
Brazilian Constitution except when there
exists a state of war with a foreign power.
The situation, said the Vargas decree, is
“similar to a state of war with a foreign
power.”

This situation, however characterized,
arose from the fact that the great majority
of the Brazilian people were rallying to the
banner of the National Liberation Alliance.
All social strata support this Alliance, as do
the trade unions and a large section of the
army. This national Liberation Alliance in-
cludes, among its organized affiliates, the
Tenientistas, the Socialist and the Com-
munist parties and has won the support of
the big majority of the people with its mili-
tant struggles for the rights of the masses
and its program which is simple, clear and
altogether just:

1. Disbandment of the fascist organization, the

“Integralists.”
2. Nationalization of foreign-owned enterprises,

banks, etc.

3. An eight-hour working day, with one day of
rest in seven.

4, Equal pay for men and women doing the
same work.

5. A minimum-wage law.

6. Unemployment insurance and old-age pen-
sions.

7. People’s Committees to see that social laws
are enforced.

It is this organization, with this program,
that the Vargas regime terms a “creature
of Moscow.” It is this organization, at
whose head stood the heroic Luis Carlos
Prestes, leading the struggle, hunted day and
night by the police bloodhounds and now
fallen into their murderous hands.

At the beginning of 1935, negotiations
were started between the Vargas regime and
the American State Department. For Brazil,
Vargas himself claimed the exclusive right
to speak, illegally excluding even his own
cabinet members, the Customs Director and
Superior Council of Tariffs. For the
United States, Ambassador ,Gibson, super-
vised from Washington by the Chief of the
Latin-American Section of the State Depart-
ment, Sumner Wells, he of the dark record
of supporting the bloody regime of Machado
in Cuba. '

The terms of this Commercial Treaty are
so brazen—going beyond the “most favored
nation” clause approved by Brazilian law—
that a tremendous popular outcry against
selling the country to Wall Street began.
The National Liberation Alliance, headed by
Luis Carlos Prestes, led the masses in a con-
tinuous national mass protest demonstration.

In press and parliament echoed the mass cry

to reject it. Without stifling this outcry,
without silencing the people with martial
law, Vargas did not dare sign this enslaving
“treaty.”

In April, 1935, the National Liberation
Alliance, the trade unions and other organ-
izations were decreed illegal. On the very
same day, the fascist Integralistas, led by one
Plinio Salgado who is associated with Ger-
man Nazis, and one Matarazzo, a million-
aire Italian associated with Mussolini, were
given full freedom of action and organiza-
tion and encouraged in their attacks on strik-
ers and anti-Vargas demonstrators. On No-
vember 24, 1935, even the Catholic Church
and many progressive groups joined the
Alliance in the demand to disband the fascists.
But in vain.

Vargas provoked an armed rising on No-
vember 26 by a “purge” of liberal elements
of the army, together with intense violence
by the fascists against the masses. The ris-
ing, mainly limited to the far Northeast
area, was supported in Rio de Janeiro by a
large section of troops who refused to be
ordered against the people. Overwhelming
and savage force suppressed the rising., The
cities of Pernambuco and Natal were indis-
criminately bombed from the air. Artillery
was used against the people.

And—under the shade of thousands of
bayoriets—Vargas signed the ‘“‘commercial
treaty” with the United States on December
2. The legalizing of martial law and of
white terror was followed by the decree of
December 17. No one has counted them,
but hundreds were_ killed. Some 17,000 are
in prison. Civil courts replaced by courts-
martial and all constitutional rights abolished.

The list of prisoners include many of the
most prominent and respected citizens of
Brazil: among them, Nelson Coutinho, Sec-
retary of Justice ané well known as novelist
and journalist; Caio Prado, outstanding eco-
nomist and historian; Cabral Filho, prom-
inent engineer; Francisco Mangabeira, son
of the former Minister of Foreign Affairs;
Qaptain Agildo Barata, a liberal officer be-
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loved by the army and a long list of such
notables,

On December 26, the police arrested a
German, an anti-Nazi refugee from Hitler,
Arthur Ewart and his wife. Concerning the
brutal treatment of Ewart since arrest, the
Brazilian senator, Abel Chermont, above
quoted, said in the Senate:

This man, Senhor President, suffers so much
torture and so many brutal beatings, that, in spite
of his rugged physique, his ribs have been broken
by his torturers in the headquarters of the police,
and he has had to be placed in the hospital.
[From Imparcial, March 4, 1936.]

Some time in January, the writer’s son,
Victor Barron, was arested, charged vari-
ously with ‘“driving an automobile for
Prestes” and ‘“operating a radio.” He met
death in police headquarters in Rio de
Janeiro. He “gasped out his last breath,”
said the Associated Prses dispatch of March
5, “without fulfilling a promise he had made
to United States Embassy officials that he
would reveal the secrets of the Communist
International’s activities in Brazil.” I can-
not credit the tale that such ‘“‘secrets” exist,
or that my son knew them, much less that
he promised “to reveal” them.

By chance, on the day of the boy’s death,
a group of three prominent British citizens,
consisting of Viscountess Hastings, Lady
Cameron and the novelist Richard Curtis
Gavin Freeman were in Rio. Freeman was
arrested when, as The N. Y. Times reported
on March 8, he “apparently disregarded the
police instructions and attempted to visit the
police emergency hospital to ask questions.”
All three, representing the Anti-Slavery
League, were deported on March 8.

Prestes will most certainly be murdered,
illegally by the police, or with due legal
form by the courts-martial, unless an ava-
lanche of protest pours into Rio de Janeiro
from all individuals and organizations that
support even the most elemental of human
rights. To the Brazilian -people, Prestes rep-
resents a precious, anti-fascist and anti-
imperialist leader. Getulio Vargas represents
fascist terror, American and other foreign
imperialism and the reactionary landowners.
“Our present task,” said the Vargas organ,
on December 18, “is to wipe out the organi-
zations of the workers.

The cry “Release Prestes!” and “Release
Ewart!” must become familiar to every Bra-
zilian consul in the United States. The de-
mand for amnesty for all political prisoners,
an end to martial law and resumption of
constitutional rights, must be heard in Brazil.

Likewise, investigation of the malodorous
conduct of U. 8. Ambassador Gibson in ‘the
detention, torture and death of Victor Bar-
ron and the making public of the State De-
partment instructions on his case and-reports
on the carrying out of those instructions, are
the deserving demands of all Americans upon
the Washington administration, the “Good
Neighbor” of the assassin Getulio Vargas.—
THE EDITORS. '
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Chain Gangs in Palestine

" JERUSALEM.
COMPARED to the victims of mod-

ern British imperialism, Jesus Christ

was no martyr. He was beaten and
then crucified, but all of this lasted only a
few hours—less than twenty-four. Roman
imperialism, which inflicted these tortures,
was comparatively merciful.

But today there are chain gangs in the
Holy Land for those who raise either voice
or hand against exploitation. There are
ghastly city prisons that resemble a medieval
chamber of horrors; there are hard-labor
camps where prisoners are beaten ruthlessly
without cause; there is a jail where similar
tortures are inflicted upon women; there
are chain gangs. And perhaps worst of all,
the only difference made between the status
of criminals and political prisoners is that
the latter are treated worse. If possible.

A few months ago, a group of Communist
prisoners in a Jerusalem jail rebelled against
the order which placed them in the same
class with depraved criminals. They re-
fused to wear the odious prison garb, and
went on a hunger strike. An eighteen-year-
old youth, who did propaganda work in
their behalf, was seized and thrown into
the hard-labor camp at Nur Semesh, where
he was forced into prison clothes. He and
another man were the only political pris-
oners among 340 hardened criminals.

The prisoners in this camp work for the
railroads. Before six o’clock in the morn-
ing they are on the job, boring holes in
stones for - dynamite sticks, carrying rocks
and loading them in railway cars, throwing
boulders down from the mountain, splitting
huge rocks. FEach man is given an almost
superhuman quota of work, and when he
fails to fulfill it, he is forced to work late,
he gets nothing to eat and heavy chains
are fastened to his ankles. It is a common
sight—but not for tourists—to see the ma-
jority of the prisoners working in chain
gangs under the broiling afternoon sun. To
escape this torture, many overtax themselves
by running with the heavy stones, in order
to complete their quota by two in the after-
noon, when work is supposed to cease. It
is common for at least three or four men
to be seriously injured every day as a result.

But it is not necessary to visit a chain
gang to witness the almost unbelievable
prison conditions maintained by the British
in Palestine. The jails are usually mud-
and-rock barracks, partitioned into cubicles
by thick stone walls. The ceilings are low;
the floor is rock and the small single win-
dow is covered, in addition to the wusual
gratings, with wire nets and an upward-
slanting steel plate to prevent prisoners from
even looking out.

ELLIS SAX

There are no beds. Prisoners sleep on
the rocky floor with nothing under them
but one or two mats. Lice abound, and
almost without exception the cells are so
overcrowded that there is scarcely space in
which to turn from one side to the other.
To make matters worse, a plain bucket, open
of course, is the only toilet facility provided.
It is forbidden to remove it from 3 p.m.
until 7 am. As a result it overflows, the
contents saturating the lice-infested mats.
The cells are converted by the tropical sun
into furnaces by day, and are damp and
cool at night; they stink day and night.

Pitah is the chief article of diet—or
rather, of indigestion. It is a curious un-
leavened loaf composed of two thin round
cakes. Even the iron-stomached Bedouin get
sick from it. It is usually either burned or
raw, and sometimes it is only a nest for
insects. Rotten dates, vermin-infested, com-
plete the noon meal. .

In the afternoon the prisoners are fed
Caravana—a thick soupy mixture of veg-
etables, sand and worms. Adding insult to
injury, the prison authorities allow the in-
mates no spoons, on the theory that spoons
might make the prisoners feel they have a
little human dignity left. They have to dig
into the slimy mess with their fingers.

Three times a week “meat” is served.
The quotation marks mean that any sensible
dog would spurn it; and there are only 30
grams at that. The meat is garnished with
cheese and olives, which seem to have been
gathered from city garbage dumps.

There is an enormous profit made on
prison food. The British administration al-
lows only 3 pence per day per prisoner
(about six cents in American money). Con-
tracts are awarded to favored merchants.
The number of prisoners is so large, and
the food supplied so rotten, that tidy sums
are put aside by these middlemen who deal
in human agony.

Many of the inmates of city prisons are
given no work, and the cruel monotony
drives some insane. Early in the morning
they are awakened, driven outside with their
mats in their arms, and counted. There
was a time when they were allowed to
stand upright, like men, and face their
guards during this process. But today they
are forced to squat on one knee, with their
backs parallel to the ground, in line. Before
this degrading position can be assumed, many
are brutally beaten and taunted by the
lumpen-proletarian elements who serve as
jailors, ‘These sadists count the prisoners
by flogging them on the back with a thick
rod. Often the guards make “mistakes,”
and then the entire painful and humiliating
process of counting must be repeated.

‘and insects.

There follows the morning “walk”—for
fifteen minutes the prisoners move in a
circle around the small yard. Then break-
fast: one rotten pitah and a little salt!

In the Jaffa prison, where men awaiting
trial are confined, they are herded back into

.their cells after breakfast and locked up

until 10:30 a.m. The broiling Palestinian
sun cooks the night stink of the cell into
a choking gas, after which it soon is con-
verted into an almost liquid state. Many
prisoners faint outright during this period.
At 10:30 there is another count, followed
by “lunch”—a pitah and a few rotten oljves
or a piece of cheese. Again they are herded
into the cells; cracking lice is their only
occupation. At 2:30 they are again taken
outside and “counted,” for the last time.
Then they are given another pitah, a small
portion of the sickening caravana and back
to the cell for the night, that is from 3
p.m. until mommg

This regimen is followed day by day,
week by week, year by year, by many pris-
oners. Nothing to do all day but sit on
the warm stone floor in a stinking cell and
crack lice.

But special tortures are reserved for polit-
ical prisoners. They are given the smallest
cells in the place. Their one window in-
variably opens towards the outside latrine.

Guards are told to use their own discretion’

when it comes to beating savagely political
prisoners. And finally, there is the ‘“zin-
zana.” . As though the ordinary prison cell
were not bad enough, the authorities have
had special ones built, chiefly for political
prisoners. The zinzana is a very narrow,
windowless cell, swarming with rats, lice
Ordinary murderers and thieves
must first be sentenced to ‘“‘strokes” before
being beaten, but political prisoners are at
the mercy of the guards at all times.

It is not unusual for a Communist pris-
oner to be thrown into cells with degener-
ates, who have one standing order: “Abuse
him!” Several of the men who refused to
wear prison garb were stripped naked and
had to spend the bitter nights without pro-
tection in the stone cells. Needless to say,
a sufficient quantity of drinking water is
rarely given, and as for water for washing
purposes, the guards usually drink it on the
rare occasions when it is supplied. The
regulations in the Jerusalem Central Prison,
for example, provide for a bath every ten
days, but the men are lucky if they can
bathe once in three weeks.

Prisoners who are put to work in gangs
on the countryside are treated savagely.
Overseers lash them furiously with heavy
whips when it suits their fancy to do so, and
there is no recourse possible to any authority.
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In the Central Prison, the one “rest day”
each week is spent by working in the yard.
For the slightest offense, prisoners are
whipped "and placed in zinzana.

If Christ, upon his second coming, would
revisit Bethlehem, he would see little chil-
dren, whom he especially loved, confined in
the Women’s Prison with their mothers, be-
cause there is no other provision for them.
The children range from one month to
twelve vears of age. Recently there were
thirty such children there, but only two of
them received any milk—a half-glass each
day. While their mothers do hard work, the
little ones roll around in the dirt of the
prison yard. Nearly all of them are sick
with a variety of diseases. Women prisoners
are fed smaller portions than the men.

Had Christ visited this hell-hole of Beth-
lehem during the past year he would have
seen a woman forced to stop nursing her
baby in order to be marched off to the fields
for work; an old woman beaten and thrown
into the zinzana for six days for the crime
of talking to her husband through a win-
dow; a woman removed from'the prison in
a dying condition because the guards refused
to believe her when she said she was ill; a
pregnant woman who miscarried in her fifth
month because she was forced to carry heavy
pails of water.

In 1931 the political prisoners conducted
a successful hunger strike against intolerable
prison conditions. Several concessions were
won, such as separate quarters, slightly bet-
ter food and books. But it was not long be-
fore the administration regretted its outburst
. of humanitarianism. When the political
prisoners sang the ‘International” on the
anniversary of the October Revolution, the
incident was seized upon as an excuse to
withdraw the “privileges.” Those who pro-
tested were beaten into unconsciousness.

Early last year another repressive step
was taken. Up to that time the officer in
charge of the prison had the power to grant
“special treatment” to well-behaved prison-
ers and then it was actually possible for a
political prisoner to be treated half-decently
In January, 1935, the “Special Treatment
Ordinance” of 1921 was amended. Today
only the courts may grant ‘“‘special treat-
ment.” Needless to say, such treatment is
granted rarely to radicals and then only in
an effort to play favorites in order to split
the solid ranks of the politicals.

This led to the great hunger strike of last
year. Toward the end of March, the ad-
ministration suddenly notified the politicals
in the Central Prison of Jerusalem “that
they would have to wear the prison uniform
and do prison labor., When the politicals
threatened a hunger strike, the administra-
tion was frightened into postponing the or-
der—but not for long.

On July 16 the authorities arrested Mo-
hammed Mograbi, an Arab worker who had
devoted most of his life to the liberation-of-
the-masses movement, and Dr. Marcus .Bi-
linsky, a Jew. When they resisted the

guards who tried to clothe them in prison
uniforms, they were cruelly beaten and
thrown naked into the rat-infested zinzana.
The fifteen other politicals in the same insti-
tution— Jerusalem’s Central Prison—joined
them in a hunger strike,

When the news leaked through the strict
prison censorship, demonstrations of sym-
pathy with the strikers took place through-
out Palestine. On July 24, the eighth day
of the strike, more than a hundred workers
demonstrated in front of Zion Hall, in the
center of Jerusalem. Police and detectives
attacked and fired on them. Three were
injured, six were arrested.

The shots were heard throughout the
country. Jewish workers demonstrated in
Tel Aviv; Arab workers in Jaffa. The
number of hunger strikers in the prison
grew to 59; sympathy hunger-strikes began
in the prisons of Haifa and Acre. Prominent
people vainly protested to the High Com-
missioner. A delegation of physicians, sent
by the Tel Aviv Medical Association to
examine the strikers, was refused admittance.
Most of the strikers were Arabs and the
Arab masses began to grow restive.

The authorities again took fright because
some of the strikers were tuberculous. On
the fifteenth day, forced feeding of a few
of the strikers was resorted to. But, outside,
the mass pressure grew.
keepers and workers never before interested
in politics were drawn into the struggle.
They circulated a petition demanding resto-
ration of the prisoners’ rights, before death
should claim them. A group of Haifa intel-
lectuals, headed by the author Arnold Zweig,
sent a telegram to the High Commissioner.

Even the reactionary Histadruth execu-
tives were forced to make a feeble gesture in
behalf of the strikers. Deaf and dumb to
the normal, day-by-day horrors of the prison
system, they were forced, by the mass pres-
sure, to add their hypocritical veices to the
rising clamor.

But the colonial regime, neither elected by
the people nor responsible to them, remained
unmoved. Placed in Palestine by Great Brit-
ain to safeguard the interests of British im-
perialism, what did it concern the authori-
ties that a handful of political prisoners per-
ished in a fight for their own rights?

The reign of terror increased. Those even
slightly suspected of having participated in
any demonstration were thrown into jail.
Homes were raided.

The pressure finally caused the High Com-
missioner to attempt a trick. Counting upon
mass ignorance of English law, he made a
public statement denying that “the law of
the United Kingdom” discriminates between
“so-called political and other prisoners.” A
special edition of Ha'Or (Light) immedi-
ately exposed this lie. 7

The authorities then resorted to the ex-
pedient of releasing Dr. Belinsky and grant-
ing special privileges to Mograbi. But the
prisoners were not fooled by this maneuver.
The strike continued.

Even petty shop-
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Suddenly, on the nineteenth day it mys-
teriously ended, with the central issue not
clearly decided. What had happened?

The leading conservative Arab news-
papers, which certainly lose no love on Com-
munists, had printed editorials during ths
strike demanding, as a matter of principle,
that political prisoners be treated as such.
But what did the supposedly liberal Hebrew
labor press do?

Davar is the official organ of the Histad-
ruth, the Jewish Labor Federation of Pales-
tine and a bona fide member of the Second
International. The Histadruth, through
Davar, sold out the strike!

At first, because of the mass pressure, it
hypocritically expressed sympathy for the
strikers. A little later, although completely
understanding the issue at stake, Davar de-
manded that the government permit the
hunger strikers to have—books! Political-
prisoner status was not mentioned, civilian
clothes were not mentioned, special treatment
was not mentioned. Only books. Davar’s
heart bled because the Communists 'were de-
nied books. '

The High Commissioner joyfully took the
hint. Books, he declared, would not be de-
nied the political prisoners, and therefore the
strike must end. But continued angry mass
protest showed Davar that the masses were
not yet fooled. It therefore began a series
of atrocity stories about G. P. U. in the
Soviet Union, the mistreatment of Zionists
there, the subversive activities of the Pales-
tine Communist Party, etc.

After this “education,” Davar came out
openly with an appeal to the public not to
support the strikers and an appeal to the gov-
ernment not to grant their demands. It re-
sorted to the lying claim that the Commu-
nists had demanded special privileges for
themselves, but that since the government
had made it clear that all prisoners are
treated alike, there was no further cause to
support the strike. It had all been a ras-
cally trick of the Communists to get pub-
licity, said Davar.

But even this new tack did not work. Re-
newed protests forced Davar to change its
tune. It suddenly discovered that the strik-
ers were all “pogrom makers”’ and “inciters”
and undeserving of special treatment!

Meanwhile, the British Colonial govern-
ment, taking advantage of Histadruth sup-
port, made a hazy promise to “facilitate” the
granting of special treatment for political
prisoners. This promise was kept in a vague
sort of way for a month and a half. Then,
on October 30, it was suddenly and ruth-
lessly scrapped. Since then every political
prisoner has been forced into prison garb,
made to do prison labor, beaten, discrim-
inated against.

It is clear that the Palestinian puppets of
British imperialism will not likely be moved
by sacrifices on the part of the prisoners, nor
even by public mass protests, unless those
protests, coming from labor and liberals
everywhere, are overwhelming.
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Our Readers’ Forum

A Little Patient Explaining

Alice R. in her letter in THE New Masses for
February 18 I believe, voices a criticism that all
Marxists should take to heart. Like many successful
men who struggled up from poverty (they used to)
and then lose patience ‘with people still in the grip
of the same poverty, radicals seem to forget the long
struggle they (many of them, at any rate) engaged
in before they could look upon “things social and
economic whole.” Many of them are impatient with
people who while knowing that the world is not as
they had been taught it was by parents, teachers and
the press, are groping about in the dark and cannot
at first distinguish things clearly when the glaring
light of Marxism is turned upon them.

While I am in full sympathy with uncompromis-
ing Marxism, I believe there should be a middleman
between people who have had glimpses of the true
picture through apertures in the “stone wall” and
those who are on the other side of the “wall.” This
go-between should do a little patient explaining
through the holes in the wall before expecting people
who have been conditioned to bourgeois culture to
be happy in leaping at once to the other side.

Speaking from personal experience, I know that
time is required in accustoming oneself to the solid
food of Marxist thought when one has been fed on
the pap of popular opinion and there are few whose
digestion is not too flabby to assimilate real food
without the help of a tonic.

Shelton, Washington.

“Shaving and Brain Activity”

That sterling, though somewhat un-Marxian
economist, Bruce Barton, recently sounded off at a
convention of the paper trade. Professor Barton be-
lieves that conditions are definitely improved and
he hopes for better times for the country because
“there is no better gauge of business conditions than
paper consumption.”

Don’t misunderstand. This is not the famed ad-
man’s way of saying, “Let them eat paper.” No. He
explained to the convention by saying that through-
out the depression he remained optimistic because
whiskers continued to grow. (Don’t go ’way, this
is only the beginning!) There is, he declared, “an
unexplained and undefined, but nevertheless definite
connection between shaving and brain activity—
thinking” (to you!). When a man awakes in the
morning to find that he has a beard, our economist
explains, he shaves. This stimulates his brain and
he has ideas. These ideas must be put on paper in
some form, and thus. . . . (Now do you begin to
get the magnificence of this?)

Some of the many ex-employes of Mr. Barton’s ad
factory (fired during the Big Shot’s period of opti-
mism) might wonder: Suppose a man awakens to
find he has a beard but no money to buy shaving
cream. He can’t shave, but he still gets ideas. He
letters those ideas on a placard and goes parading

CorAa G. CORMIER.

Q] Everybody will be there!
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in front of the local relief bureau. The relief ad-
ministrator sends for a well-shaven cop with dif-
ferent ideas, and. . . .

But I see I'm digressing into needless social fan-
tasy, for paper consumption is on the increase and
all’s well with America!l GEORGE BODONI.

Praise of Orozco

THe New MASSES is to be congratulated on vari-
ous points for its recent achievements, but I know

" of none more worthy of praise than the printing of

Orozco’s pictures, those lithographs in the current
issue. I hope there will be a great deal more of
this sort of thing, particularly of the kind like
Orozco’s which are of social significance without
being too “obvious.” Perhaps Rockwell Kent will
contribute something else.

Chicago, IlL Harry THORNTON MOORE.

Still Up in the Air

My subscription expires this issue, say you. Well,
T’ll tell you why I haven’t renewed it and why I
am debating whether I should or not.

It was paid for, in the first place, by a friend
who thought I should read it. She was right about
some things. I enjoyed your lucid book reviews, I
felt like cheering some of the editorials, and the
article by the girl named Mitchell about the Mercy
Killer was as fine a piece as I remember having
read anywhere. BUT I object to a great many
other features about your magazine, -

In the first place, I think even the renowned Mr.
Streicher’s pornographic library so many people men-
tion these days is hardly over some of your cartoons

when it comes to sheer vulgarity. I agree with the

point, understand me. But cripes, the vulgarity!
Another thing is I frequently find your editorial
writers are talking in slogans. How I detest talking
slogans. Can’t you put out a magazine that will
mean something to any English-speaking human
who picks it up, instead of something that carries
meaning only for a little sectarian few. Lastly and
most important, I do not think everything that hap-
pens in the Soviet Union is beyond reproach and
should be lauded to the heavens, and I do not think
that Stalin is Jesus Christ or even Moses or what-
ever it is I’'m supposed to think highest—brotherly
love, perhaps. Anyway, he’s not. I hate the cheesy
kind of humor which decrees that you shall call
Miss Perkins “Finky Frances” even though I con-
demn her in the present instance. John L. Spivak’s
articles were worth a million dollars, just the same.

You are not going to make over your book to
suit me, and I am not going to make over my
likes to suit you. So it’s still up in the air.

Mgrs. W. W. WALLACE.

Miss Miller’s Fancy

Some time ago I happened in upon a meeting of
Friends of the Sharecroppers. I listened to the read-
ing of letters from Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas
and Alabama with their tales of starvatlon, evic-
tions and how a huge proportion of the population is
actually held in peonage. Imagine my surprise,
therefore, when attending a lecture at Columbia
I heard Caroline Miller, author of Lamb in His
Bosom, deplore the emphasis such a writer as Erskine
Caldwell places upon poverty in the South.

Miss Miller said “One percent of the people of
the North are poor, as are one percent of the people
of the South, as you will find, one percent of the
people of China and India are poor.” It is too bad
that the rest of her audience had not heard the bona
fide letters of sharecropper misery which I had
heard with my own ears, for they would have
taken her words for what they were really worth—
exactly nothing. JUNE STEWART.

Strikers and Anti-Fascists

Though the elevator strike did not end in a com-
plete victory, one thing it did accomplish which I
think will interest your readers. Vice-President
Thomas Young of the Building Service Employes
called on the Trade Union Commission of the
American League Against War and Fascism to ex-
pose the role of the Hearst press. From the outset
of the strike, Hearst strained every effort to isolate
the strikers from their middle-class allies—the ten-
ants. And he wasn’t content with Red-baiting and
the usual Hearst lies, but urged vigilante violence.

The American League responded by distributing
50,000 leaflets calling for a city-wide boycott of the
Hearst papers. Members of the League joined the
picket line, carrying placards which read “Hearst
says throw Bambrick out of New York. We say
throw out Hearst!” And Heywood Broun agreed
to speak for the League over WMCA on “Hearst—
Fascist and Strike Breaker.”

This was the first time an important trade union
recognized the direct aid that a huge united-front
organization such as the American League can give
to workers on strike. Hearst found he had opposi-
tion from the trade unions and from the middle class
and professionals organized into the broad, effective
American League. SyrLviA KEeNT.
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REVIEW AND COMMENT

MacLeish and the Cri‘ﬁtics

PUBLIC SPEECH, by Archibald Mac-
" Leish. Farrar and Rinehart. $1.

HE appearance of this beautiful and

moving collection of poems offers an
opportunity to assess the value of left crit-
icism as a contemporary influence.

Until the production of his verse-play,

Panic, MacLeish’s career was a persistent
challenge to the Left. Even in some of the
most aloof moments of the irony that char-
acterized so large a part of his early work
his attitude was never entirely that of the
non-participator. He had positive irritations
and aversions. In a man of MacLeish’s sensi-
tiveness and his awareness of the artist’s social
potentialities it was inevitable that he would
not be found among the shrinkers crying for
exemptions from the encircling conflict.
. When the crisis finally forced political and
economic issues upon the consciousness of even
hitherto unaffected groups, such as the writ-
ers and critics of the country, MacLeish’s
first reaction was one of irritation and dis-
may. In his poem “To the Social Muse” he
asserted for poetry the ignoble freedom of
the camp-follower who dispenses with the
dangerous dignity of principles. About the
same time he wrote his famous letter “To
the Young Men of Wall Street” in which he
appealed to them to save the system and pro-
vide a secure place in it for the artist and
thus to win and hold his loyalty. ‘There
was, it can be said, warning as well as appeal
in the communication.

These could not but draw attacks from
the Left. To no one in the revolutionary
movement, not even to the most sectarian
and materialist of its political spokesmen,
has culture ever had a role that needed
apology. A general diffusion and heighten-
ing of culture has always, in fact, been the
objective of the revolutionary movement and
even the obscurest arts have been given a

creation. It was, therefore, not only as revo-
lutionaries but as artists that the writers on
the Left counterattacked.

Was MacLeish affected by this criticism?
His Frescoes for Mr. Rockefeller, Radio
City, seemed to indicate it. There he made
pointed and scornful attacks upon the preten-
sions of capitalists as the “makers” of Amer-
ica. He portrayed them instead as the de-
vastators of America; he showed how shame-
ful and inglorious théir conquest of the
continent had been, how, in effect, it had
been a long raid upon the fertile land and
the creative people. Incorporated in the
poems, however, were perverse slurs upon the
contemporary American revolutionaries. Al-
though he recognized the martyred alien
labor that had helped to clear and build the
powerful America of the twentieth century
he could not yet accept aliens as participants
in the social reconstruction of the nation. He
made them appear gross and robot-like, their
ideas like something wound into their mecha-
nism and their slogans, not reactions of a mind
and a heart, but automatic responses to auto-
matically applied stimuli.

This attitude was then characterized as
“unconscious fascism” and there was good
reason for attacking it. There had been
previous evidence in MacLeish’s utterance of
an anti-semitic strain. In a literary essay
published a long time ago he had implied
that the corrupt state of American literary
culture could partially be laid to the Jewish
publishers, writers and critics, though in all
three categories they were in the minority.
His poem “Einstein,” at least to some readers,
gave the impression of a demeaning portrait
of the great scientist as the Eternal Wander-
ing Jew being rebuffed in the Fourth Dimen-
sion as ‘he had been rebuffed in the other
three. ‘There was point therefore in not
overlooking it but in making an issue of it
instead and bringing it out into full con-

place not pjously in the future but in the sciousness if, for MacLeish, it had not

present. ‘The arts are counted upon as in- emerged there.

struments of revolution, being instruments of The terms of the left counterattack
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were in too many places crude and unjust.
It is a tribute to the vitality of MacLeish’s
mind that he reacted more to the validities
in the criticism than to the pettinesses.  The
reaction, it should further be emphasized,
was not left to rest on the plane of ideas
alone. By taking a leading part in an inquiry
into a strike and in other activities and by
examining for himself the cultural front of
the revolutionary movement he found enough
to make for himself a reappraisal of values.
For so he discovered for himself the vitality
both of the demand for and the production
of ‘culture in the revolutionary movement.
He saw how, with the barest material re-
sources, it had brought into being, within the
disintegrating culture of capitalism, a counter-
culture that, beside other achievements, had
restored that interaction between audience
and artist that marks the most creative period
of a civilization.

MacLeish’s verse-play Panic, was his own
answer to his letter ““T'o the Young Men of
Wall Street.” True, he adorned the down-
fall of capitalism with an heroic symbol of
which it is unworthy; true, he made the
revolutionary movement a matter of groping
need and compulsion rather than of directed
vision, by putting it under.the symbolic lead-
ership of a blind man. Nevertheless he
projected in it, in decisive and memorable
terms, the end of capitalism and the inevita-
bility of the revolution.

In his new book he has gone further. Here
we have several poems that can be counted
among the most beautiful and effective in
revolutionary literature. ‘The book, as a
whole, has a quality that was infrequent in
his earlier work. It shows a close apprehen-
sion of realities. It is written with impres-
sive dignity. This is indeed Public Speech
that honors the auditor and therefore in an
added degree the speaker. Gone is the some-
times capricious irony that placed upon ex-
perience imposed attitudes making impossible
complete expression. Now experience is ex-
pressed in direct terms. Even in the group
of poems in the volume dealing with a per-
sonal ordeal the terms are those of the living
episode and the living memory, not in the
sublimations of symbolism. One of the most
accomplished craftsmen in the whole range
of English poetry, his skill is even more
subtly used here than in the earlier poems.
Though there is no single poem of the
magical beauty of ‘“To Andrew Marvell”
there is on the whole less of the oversmooth
rhythm that made his verbal music formerly
somewhat monotonous. The gain is in the
strengthening of ideas, the sharpening of
comprehension.

The volume is, I believe, evidence that for
all its excesses proletarian criticism has ‘been
helpful. By this I do not mean to slur over



22

what is undoubtedly the more important ele-
ment in the matter, Mr. MacLeish’s own
sensitiveness and honesty of mind. But it
seems to me that, however provocative of re-
sentment much of this criticism was, the
valid outweighed the invalid. Other cases
come to mind. Albert Halper’s second novel,
The Foundry, a very fine piece of work, in-
dicated that he had been helped by the criti-
cism of his first book Union Square, for the
advances in the later novel were precisely
in the aspects which had been severely handled
in the criticisms of Union Square.

Left criticism has had a useful function.
Its maturity should be marked not by relaxa-
tion of its watchfulness upon bourgeois books
but an intensification of its watchfulness
upon itself. It needs now to rid itself of its
remnants of sectarianism, as antiquated
equipment; not to withdraw from the front
lines.
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Round the Elephant and Back Again

NO VILLAIN NEED BE, by Vardis
Fisher. Caxton Printers and Doubleday,
Doran. $2.50. .

ITH this, the final volume of his

ambitious tetralogy, Vardis Fisher
ends the tortured pilgrimage of Vridar Hun-
ter by returning him, a wiser man, to the
Antelope Hills of his nativity. Vridar has
learned many things, not from books as in
We Are Betrayed, but from human beings.
He concludes that men are beasts, and the
love of fighting is the real cause of war, and
sexual neurosis and the greed of munitions
makers are secondary manifestations. Com-
munists don’t go far enough in their diag-
nosis of society and their prescription for its
ills. Society will evolve into something he-
roic when people begin to search their own
bosoms, as Vridar has done. Until then, it
is best to sit high on a hilltop and to re-
alize that money never brought anybody

happiness, that the rich are unhappier than .

the poor.

Vardis Fisher knows how to write. When
he confines himself to narrative rather than
to exotic flights into intellectual themes, his
prose flows with eloquent ease. The latter
tendency mars the third and fourth volumes

. which are stuffed with prodigious doses of

purely intellectual exercises all too copiously
mixed with quotations from books. In all four
volumes, however, sex is predominant. In
T'ragic Life was a passionately honest explora-
tion into the sex life of an abnormally sensitive
boy in a frontier environment. Passions Spin
the Plot dealt with his adolescence and
young manhood, his marriage to Neloa, the
half-Indian girl, whose earthy quality and
simple directness contrasted with Vridar’s
theatricalism and lent her an enigmatic air.
The account of Vridar’s early life in the
Antelope Hills and at college has the per-
suasive grace that marks Vardis Fisher’s best
work.

At Wasatch College Vridar is nominally
an instructor in English, but he seems to
function almost exclusively as psychiatrist
and father confessor to the female students.
Sexually frustrated girls offer him their
bodies, but he declines with firm kindness
and understanding. Now he is learning
from people, not books. He goes to New
York to teach, saying after surveying the
city from the Woolworth Tower: “This
city is a grand thing. It seems to be the
greatest psychopathic ward on earth.”

Vridar’s friends should be enough to de-
light any earnest Freudian. They are wise-
crackers, ‘satyrs, nymphomaniacs, = misan-
thropes, and practising psychiatrists who de-
light in putting one another under the x-
ray.

They all tell the same dirty stories Vri-
dar used to be infuriated with, when they
were retailed in plain English by Neloa’s
lowbrow friends; but now, studded with

French phrases and intellectualized, they
pass.

An inept Communist who is named Telv
Ethlec talks stereotyped patter that shows up
very poorly indeed beside the scintillating,
epigram-starred conversation of the others.
He is used as their foil.

Vridar visits Europe, sees children drilling
in Italy, sees the blight of fascism at first
hand. He does not go to the Soviet Union,
yet when he returns to America he knows
all about Communists and their faults. He
writes Telv that Communists don’t under-
stand that the inner revolution must come
first, that only education will save the world.
He is going back to the Antelope hills. He
is eager to know what is going on, but he
doesn’t think anything can be done about it
at present. He is confident that humanity
will conquer fear, men will search their
own bosoms at last, discovering that ne
villain need be, for “we are betrayed by
what is false within.” He is writing a
novel about himself, probing himself to the
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quick again, pausing now and then to laugh
heartily. ‘

In his letter to Telv, Vridar complained
that Communists are like unto the three wise
men who went to see the elephant, though
all of them were blind. And they only
felt part of the beast. But Vridar sees all,
knows all. If Vridar has known any other
Communist than Telv, assuming that a Telv
ever lived and is not merely one of Mr.
Fisher’s metaphors, we find no evidence of
this in the book. Communists generally do
not find time to sit around with psycopaths
sipping gin and swapping wisecracks. Nor
can I believe that college students and in-
structors, by and large, are satyrs and nym-
phomaniacs. Some of them are, but we
should look the elephant over from stem to

stern. We are astounded to learn that Vri-
dar, too, has once been a “Communist.”
There are in this book sporadic flashes
of the distinguishing virtues of the first two.
Fisher makes some keen observations about
the literary life in New York, and there are
descriptive passages of beauty and power.
But the cocksure Vridar who relentlessly
throws into the teeth of everybody, not
sparing himself, startling truths which are
not so startling after all and often not true,
or only partially true, is a man who is likely
to tax the patience of even those reviewers
who rightfully hailed Fisher’s resurrection
(he had published two novels before In
Tragic Life) as belated justice to one of
America’s most able and uncompromising
novelists. Jack Conroy.

The Novel That Came Too Late

THE LAST PURITAN, by George San-
tayana. Scribner’s. $2.75.

T IS natural that Santayana, the philoso-

pher in whom the poet was always pres-
ent, should finally seek to give his philosophy
and his life the vital organism of a novel.
He has done it with notable success. And
in this way he has given perhaps the most
pointed possible expression to the major dra-
matic conflict of his life: he has been the
antagonist at once of the puritan tempera-
ment which surrounded him in Boston and
of the philosophy of the “genteel tradition”
that underlay it. The result in this novel
is a concrete realization of his philosophy.

Few men have steadily exerted a more
potent influence over American intellectuals
in the past thirty years than Santayana.
They felt a sympathy with his polemic
against the puritan way of life and with
the cardinal importance which he ascribed
to aesthetic experience. What is more, these
congenial ideas were couched in such distin-
guished prose that literary people acclaimed
him as their official philosopher, while some
philosophers came to regard him primarily as
a man of letters. Consequently, whatever
his intentions, the effect of a novel in this
style is to sugar-coat the philosophic pill and
so to popularize Santayana’s outlook, at a
time when the populace needs more than
scenes at the deathbed of Puritanism. In
this sense the novel has come too late. The
times are demanding more of literature than
it can give.

With the hero of the book, Oliver Alden,
who died a little while after the Armistice,
died the puritanism of which he was the
last representative. But the death of puri-
tanism was shared by its enemy, an aesthet-
icism lacking in a sense of social responsi-
bility. The hysterical wave of irresponsibil-
ity which followed the war was only the
post-mortem reflex of the corpse of aestheti-
cism. An alternative had in the meantime
presented itself in Communism from which
it was not possible to avert the eyes and

which a man of integrity was obliged to
adopt. This is Santayana’s own opinion,
though it is as yet more nightmare than
vision. He writes of Oliver: “Yes, free,
rare and delicate soul as he was, he would
have accepted for himself this Red Com-
munist tyranny that puts a grimy revolver
to our noses and growls: ‘Be like me or
die.’ . . . The Bolshies have the one element
of puritanism which was the most important,
at least for Oliver: integrity of purpose and
scorn of all compromises, practical or theo-
retical.” Thus, as we see, George San-

“Well, how does it feel to be working, son?”
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tayana’s conception of Communism is rather
lurid, but the essential insight into our time
is there. Dying puritanism and its contem-
porary attitudes have become irrelevant. The
puritan ethic, whose origins Max Weber has
illuminated, was created for an earlier stage
of capitalism and is now inapplicable. San-
tayana knows that, “in order to escape chaos
without imposing any fictions or false hopes
upon mankind.” Oliver would have chosen
the way of Communism, had he survived
into our day.

The Last Puritan is thus essentially a pre-
war novel which attempts to exhibit the
futility at which the outworn puritan tradi-
tion had arrived. The sad hero is the vic-
tim of the ‘“agonized conscience” of Cal-
vinism. At the crucial points in his life he
is torn between an inhuman Calvinist duty
and the realization of the freer part of him,
and he invariably chooses the former to the
detriment of his happiness. When Oliver
dies it is clear that this conflict had can-
celled all significance out of. his life.

But why did puritanism end in Oliver
Alden and what conditions made it expire?
The very limited context within which the
novel operates precludes an answer to this
question. For the artistic selection which

Santayana has exercised is far too urbane.
The futility of the hero’s life seems to have
no roots in the dense social life about him,
but seems a consequence of an autonomous
mental existence.
dimensionality.

The story lacks three-

Incident is the occasion for

Serrano
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philosophizing, which is itself carried on with.,

generality, not with a close grip on the
specific issues of our time. And that is why
the fact that Oliver was the last in the
puritan line is a floating phenomenon. His
view of life in the novel is not attached to
the soil in which it could no longer be nour-
ished. In the first hundred pages Santayana
does occasionally intimate that the Aldens
and puritanism have some relation to an ex-
ternal world of industry and finance and
poverty, but such passages are incidental
only. If Santayana had carried through
the implications of these passages, if he had
utilized more of this kind of setting, he
would have the better prepared his readers
for his own conclusion that if Oliver had
lived, his integrity would have led him to
embrace Communism.

» Despite the philosophical character of the
novel, it remains the sort of book that one
wishes to read through without interruption.
It is amazing that a man who has written
philosophy, however beautifully expressed, all
his life, should have mastered the tricks of
the novelist’s trade with such thoroughness.
It is shown even in his awareness of his
liimtations, which he sets forth himself, in
the Epilogue, anticipating his critics. Yet,
with all its limitations, this book will take
its place among the great American novels,
just as everything else that Santayana has
written is a part of our literature. His style
is a kind of verbal arabesque in which ideas
and sensuous imagery are constantly inter-

woven in a minutely articulated design, and

the stuff of which this design is made is

durable.
a work out of the past.

We enjoy the novel as we should
A novel for the

NEW MASSES

present would have had the orientation which
a contemporary Oliver would be morally

obliged to accept.
Louis FErris.

Duranty and the U.S.S.R.

I WRITE AS 1 PLEASE, by Walter Du-

ranty. Simon and Shuster. $3.

URANTY tells us that, during an in-
terview, Stalin told him: “You have

done a good job in reporting the U.S.S.R.
although you are not a Marxist, because you
tried to tell the truth about our country and
to understand it and explain it to your read-
ers. I might say that you bet on our horse
to win when others thought it had no chance,
and I am sure you have not lost by it.”

Previous to his railroad accident in France
in 1923, as a correspondent attached to the
headquarters of the British, American and
other militarist adventurers in Riga, Duranty
no doubt thought he was telling the truth in
his dispatches to his newspaper when he took
his information from the anti-Soviet propa-
ganda cooks in Riga. When he got into the
Soviet Union and used his own eyes, then he
found a story to tell. That, together with
his  native honesty, made his Russian corre-
spondence outstanding.

This is the secret of the immense and jus-
tified interest Mr. Duranty’s book has

aroused. Moscow, Duranty testifies, in his
final chapter: “Time Forward!” “is the
most interesting place in the world. As a

newspaperman I would not change it for any
other assignment. It is interesting politically
because there before your eyes is being
created something wholly new in human his-
tory.” Duranty is not a politician and de-
cidedly not a Marxist, as Josef Stalin told
him. One cannot say that the insight he
gives into the political line of the Com-
munist Party of the U.S.S.R. and of the
Communist International is any too deep.
But it would be futile to take issue with
him on his utterances and estimates regard-
ing this line just as it would make no sense
to object to Duranty’s habit of rambling off
from the Five Year Plan to his childhood
days in England, or to one of the many war
scenes in France with which the book
abounds. It is this very rambling style that
gives this book its particular flavor. The
book represents a friendly, human, interest-
ing, sometimes nonchalant, sometimes philos-
ophizing, sometimes intimate talk, without
strict regard for theory or chronology. It is
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the talk of a man of the world who has
seen a great deal and who with his human
insight grasped, that “Russia” is the place
which can make the job of a journalist
worthwhile. In the beginning he was gul-
lible enough to swallow the Riga stories
about horses being devoured alive by starv-
ing Russians in the middle of city streets
(which stories duly appeared on the front
pages of The New York Times, as Duranty
now somewhat blushingly admits). He dis-
covered, however, sooner than any of his
newspaper colleagues, what these stories were
worth.

One can hardly agree with Duranty’s
theory that Trotsky’s fall came about mainly
because his vanity and callousness (accord-
ing to Duranty) kept him away from
Lenin’s funeral. But one gets to feel the
tense atmosphere of those January days in
Moscow when Lenin’s body lay in the Hall
of Columns. It would be idle talk to take
issue with some of the casual remarks Du-
ranty makes about Stalin, but he (Duranty)
must be credited for not joining the scrib-
blers of the other bourgeois newspapers in
their talk about the “obscurity” of Stalin be-
fore Lenin’s death. Duranty takes justifiable
pride in reprinting part of his cable to The
New York Times on Jan. 15, 1923, where
he characterizes Stalin in these terms:
“Little known abroad, but one of the most
remarkable men in Russia and perhaps the
most influential figure here today. Stalin
is officially the head of the ministry for the
nations that constitute the Soviet Union,
and more important still, is General Secretary
of the Communist Party, but his influence
is not measured by his official position” . . .
“During the last year Stalin has shown
judgment and analytical power not unworthy
of Lenin.” Duranty is fully justified in say-
ing: “Today, twelve years later, I think
that the above passage gives me the right
to say that I did pick the right horse on
which to bet in the Russian race.”

In his own way Duranty grasped the sig-
nificance of the Five Year Plan, of the great
~ epoch introduced by the plan, of the char-
acter of the builders of Socialism. Duranty’s
book too, often beats with the pulse of
Moscow, of the U.S.S.R. and this is saying
a great deal.
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TWO —SWING BANDS— TWO
Auspices:
Friends of the Sharecroppers & League for Southern Labor
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Art

Walter Quirt

NE of the greatest errors made by

the critics who reported the exhibi-

tion of Walter Quirt’s paintings
(Julien Levy Galleries) has been to call him
a “revolutionary Dali.” Quirt’s unified, log-
ical synthesis compressed into exquisite minia-
ture painting is the antipodes of the irra-
tional, intuitional, nightmare dreams of Sur-
realism. Quirt and Dali have little in com-
mon except a love of meticulous painting on
a miniature scale and an ability to see ob-
jects realistically in unexpected and novel
relationships.

Quirt’s exhibition as a whole might be
termed The Death of Humanism. It is an
ironic comment on the present state of our
society in relation to the ideals, which it
once promulgated at the beginning of its de-
velopment. To underscore the irony, Quirt
has consciously or unconsciously used com-
positional motifs which derive from the early
Renaissance painting.

His models seem to be the Florentine
painters of the early Renaissance—the four-
teenth and fifteenth centuries, the moralist
painters of German Reformation—Breughel
and Hieronymous Bosch. He applies color
in their manner and uses their precise linear
perspective, whose rules were worked out
experimentally at that period. Quirt’s paint-
ing is tight, like that of early realistic paint-
ing in Florence; it employs classical compo-
sition. His is a self-imposed restraint, the bet-
ter to emphasize his meaning. Actually he
rejects the esthetic of classicism by giving a
superb satire on it.

Quirt is a transition artist. He is an
American with the inherited traditions of
European culture. He is at the same time a
revolutionary artist who dreams of a new
world. He therefore finds himself at the
crossroads between two culturés—one directed
to the future and the other built on the past.
His work is a resume of painting tradition
derived from the Renaissance—a return to
the sources of our culture and a demonstra-
tion of how these sources have been rejected
in essence, while the empty shell has con-
tinued to receive lip-service.

In taking the old classical form of the
Renaissance and imbuing it with new con-
tent, Quirt is doing what the Constantinian
artists of Rome did in an earlier age: they
used the iconography of Roman art to em-
body in it the new Christian legend, which
was in the process of forming itself.

In such a fnanner Quirt, on the collaps-
ing structure of bourgeois culture, which saw
its dawn in the Renaissance, raises the revo-
lutionary banner. Yet as culture is continu-
ous and proceeds historically with few breaks,
he uses the old forms—rejecting the deca-
dent researches of modernist and surrealist

art for a form created in the youth of the
present system. He uses Marxism as the
yardstick to measure the shortcomings of
American life and the position of the work-
ers. He strips the garments from idealism and
reveals the greed, hypocrisy and corruption
underneath. Even the titles of his pictures
are moral lessons: etched in ironic derision:
“Give us this day our Daily Bread,” “Con-
sider the Lilies of the Field,” “Inferior” (of
the Negro), “Opium of the People,” etc.

Take for example one of the most com-
plex of his compositions: ‘“Morals for
Workers.” Here the painter indulges in an
orgy of moral indignation. Every one of the
conventional virtues so carefully inculcated in
American institutions is held up for inspec-
tion and mocked at with bitter irony. Cen-
tered in the composition is that golden girl
of the American magazine cover—emaciated
and in rags. To her left in a rickety shack
sit the worker’s family—the sacred family of
Mary, Joseph and the child, hungry but
putting their last penny in the savings bank
—thrift is a virtue. Cleanliness is next to
godliness, so the poor Hooverville tramp
washes in the cracked bowl outside while a
spry old saint in a red nighty blesses his
efforts—motif of the Baptism. At the top
of the picture, the worker punches the time
clock, for punctuality will reward you and
if not you, the capitalist who waits. Far to
the right of the golden girl, workers lean
from their tumble-down hut to salute silken
American flags—patriotism is sacred. Nearby
a young boy studiously reads books with the
picture of Lincoln beside him—application
will make you Horatio Alger or the presi-
dent., Below in the furthest left corner the
ragged worker embraces the bloated capitalist .
—Ilove thy neighbor as thy self—and the
days of your hunger and exploitation will
be long.

Such painting belongs spiritually to the
same realm as Giotto’s frescoes of the virtues
and vices and those moral sermons, in fresco,
of the Siennese with their vision of the Last
Judgment. Quirt’s whole gallery of pictures
is a last judgment on bourgeois culture based
on the exploitation of the worker and the
farmer—the two stalwart heroes who appear
always united in his paintings, martyrs of a
new epic which is yet to be portrayed.

CHARMION VON WIEGAND.

[ ] SYMPOSIUM [ ]

Corliss LAMONT Hansu CHAN Cyril PHILIP
Chairman: Herbert COLDFRANK

WAR or PEACE in the FAR EAST

Sunday—MARCH 22, 1986—8 P. M.
HERMAN RIDDER, JR. HIGH SCHOOL
173rd Street and Boston Road, Bronx.

Subscription: Twenty-five Cents
Auspices: East and Lower Bronx Branches, American F.8.U.
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WILL

HISTORY
REPEAT?

The future courses of world
events is being shaped in Europe
now. Judge its direction for your-
self. Appraise the social forces
at work in the human Europe . . .
through one of the special travel-
studies of EDUTRAVEL. The
following are only a few of this
Yyear’s important offerings:

CONTEMPORARY ART AND
ARCHITECTURE

Featuring interviews with lead-
ing artists in 8 countries—aus-
pices of The New School for So-
cial Research.

LIFE AND LITERATURE
IN U.8.8.R.

Literature as a social force.
Meetings with Soviet writers.
Visits also Denmark, Sweden,
Finland. Leader: Lester Cohen.

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT
ABROAD

Study of delinquency and reform
in 5 countries—under Joseph F.
Fishman, sponsored by The New
School for Social Research.

NEW EDUCATION IN SOVIET
UNION

Discussions with leading Soviet
educators—visiting also England,
France, Scandinavia. Director:
Dr. 1. V. Sollins.

POPULAR EDUTOURS

Featuring a diversified selection
of unusually attractive general
European tours — with expert
leadership guaranteed.

‘Write for booklets on these, or
for the complete EDUTRAVEL
program including “Summer Ses-
glion in Sweden.” Address Dept.

EDUTRAVEL

An Institute for Educational Travel

535 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y.

Land tours in Europe in conjunction with
Amerop Travel Service, Inc. (in U.S.S.R.,

in cooperation with Intourist, Inc.)
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AT
ARTEF THEATRE
247 West 48th Street
Tel.: CHickering 4-7999

Present
THE SPECTACULAR DRAMA

HIRSCH LEKERT

By A. KUSHNIROV
Prices: 50c, 75¢, $1.00, $1.25

EF PLAYERS

Directed by
Benno Schneider
Settings by
Moi Solotaroff

NEW MASSES

The Theater

Hirsch Lekert at the Artef

N Freedom Square in Minsk, a monu-

ment has been erected in memory of
Hirsch Lekert, the shoemaker who in 1902
made an attempt on the life of Governor
von Vaal of Vilna to avenge the humiliation
of his comrades whom von Vaal had ordered
flogged for taking part in a May First dem-
onstration. No less enduring than the monu-
ment of stone are two plays by two noted
Yiddish poets and dramatists, A. Kushnirov
of the Soviet Union and H. Levick of the
United States, dealing with this memorable
episode in the history of the revolutionary
movement in Russia, ‘

In 1932, on the occasion of the thirtieth
anniversary of the execution of the revered
proletarian martyr, the Artef Theater pro-
duced the Kushnirov play, which has now
been revived and enriched both in direction
and performance. In its current version,
Hirsch Lekert is easily the best production
of the Artef, Recruits notwithstanding.

In choosing Kushnirov’s rather than
Levick’s Hirsch Lekert, the Artef chose polit-
ical lucidity and theatrical vitality in prefer-
ence to introspection and philosophic ques-
tioning. Kushnirov has admirably succeeded
in portraying Lekert as a typical revolu-
tionary worker, rather than a hero; and the
martyr act of the shoemaker as the inevit-
able outcome of a social conflict rather than
the culmination of the inner drama of the
protagonist. Without sacrificing the spirit of
reverence that is associated with the name of
Lekert, the Soviet dramatist faithfully and
with critical discernment presents the polit-
ical realities of the day, the indecision of
the leadership of the Bund to which Lekert
adhered, the demoralizing effect of the “legal
labor movement” sponsored by Colonel Zu-
batov of the Political Espionage in Minsk,
the rising tide of revolutionary discontent
and the fury of the czarist terror let loose by
the von Vaals in a vain effort to stem the
tide.

There is always the danger, in dramatiz-
ing social conflicts, of submerging the indi-
vidual and reducing character portrayal to

mere symbols of social categories. Kushnirov
has escaped this danger. His characters pos-
sess a distinctiveness and individuality, while
at the same time typifying the social forces
at play. The plot, too, has the authenticity
of historic events and the solid structure of
a well made play along standard lines. While
written in rhymed verse, which at times re-
sults in stilted phrasing, the dialog sounds
colloquial and spontaneous.

Benno Schneider’s direction of this play is
little short of perfection. This brilliant
regisseur is not merely a splendid teacher
and maker of actors, but also a poet and
painter who composes in terms of mise-en
scene, lighting effects and the elusive subtlety
of rhythm. Never has Schneider achieved
such blending of theatrical invention and
dramatic power as in Hirsch Lekert. His
bits of delightful ‘“director’s comedy” are as
dazzling as his dramatic scenes are over-
whelming. The May Day demonstration is
a masterpiece of craftsmanship, especially
when one considers the tiny proportions of
the Artef stage.

In point of individual performances Hirsch
Lekert is, indeed, a new triumph for the
Artef Players Collectivee. While M.
Schneiderman in the title role may sound at
times somewhat declamatory and hollow, A.
Hirshbein’s performance in the role of von
Vaal, S. Nagoshiner’s in the part of the colo-
nel of the espionage department and S.
Anisfeld’s. as the chief of police are truly
splendid. In the lesser parts the Artef per-
formers achieve equally effective characteriza-
tions and the ensemble is invariably good.
The difference between the original produc-
tion of Hirsch Lekert and the present ver-
sion is a difference in acting quality and
the depth and subtlety of direction. Both
Schneider and his players have gone ahead
in these four years.

Thus another monument has been erected
to honor the memory of Hirsch Lekert.
With reverence and fervor the Artef has
produced a play worthy of its theme.

NATHANIEL BUCHWALD.

HEAR HIM SPEAK!
FRIDAY — MARCH 20, 1936 —8 P.M.

JOHN L. SPIVAK

“The Coming Upheaval in Europe”
WASHINGTON IRVING HIGH SCHOOL
Irving place and I6th St New York City

Admission 30¢ in advance—35¢ at door—Tickets on sale at
50 E. 13th Street, F.0.N. Headquarters, 220 E. 14th Street.
Auspices: F.O.N. Camping and Hiking Club .

PREVIEW PERFORMANCES
MARCH 25, 26, 27 & 28
THEATRE UNION’S New Presentation

“BITTER STREAM?”’

The first play about fascist Italy
to reach the American stage.
CIVIC REPERTORY THEA,, 14th St & 6th Ave.

7
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JOHN'S RESTAURANT

POPULAR PRICES

Private Dining Rooms for Parties

302 EAST I2th STREET TO.

Lunch and Dinner

Lol bbb

6-9554

PO

Piscator and Lena Goldschmidt.

THE GROUP THEATRE ACTING COMPANY in

CASE OF CLYDE GRIFFITHS

Adapted from Theodore Dreiser’s “An American Tragedy” by Erwin
ETHEL BARRYMORE THEATRE—47th Street, West of Broadway—

Evenings: 8:50. Matinees: Wednesday and Saturday 2:50

DirecTED BY LEE STRASSBERG
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The Screen

viewer, after carefully deciding to heap

lavish praise upon a Hollywood movie
which he has visited, in the first place, only
in the interests of science, reads in the fol-
lowing morning and evening newspapers a
practically unanimous blast of condemnation
for the same film. I can explain this ava-
lanche of harsh adjectives, such as ‘“bogus,”
“tactless,” “dull,” “aimless,” etc., only by
terming it a sad example of the growing
sectarianism of the capitalist press. In short,
my critical colleagues, those rabid fanatics,
show symptoms of having standards.

The side-splitting, heart-stopping, soul-
searing, five-star, smash-hit that nobody
seemed to like but me is a rather mild affair
called Klondike Annie, featuring Mae West
and Victor McLaglen. For us genuine, dyed-
in-the-wool movie hopheads, who ask of the
celluloid opera only that it contain no Shir-
ley Temple and no social implications (Will
Hays variety), it fills the bill. It’s done
according to formula, through and through,
the same Mae West and the same McLag-
len, but there are a lot of new scenes dubbed
into the old, familiar sounds. The story con-
cerns a murder committed by Mae West in
San Francisco, her flight to Alaska, an ex-
change en route with the identity of a Sal-
vation Army girl who has died on the same
boat, the rebirth of Mae’s soul in a Nome
mission and finally her recognition that the
man she really loves is not the millionaire
but Jimmy, the rising young radio star. No
I beg your pardon, I'm afraid Klondike
Annie has become slightly confused with a
couple of other superfilms. At any rate, it's
redhot drama, take my word for it.

But the really outstanding film of the
whole year, and I haven’t seen it so much as
mentioned anywhere else, is something quite
different. The picture, which may have been
playing the second-run houses for months,
for all I know, is a delicate but amazing
vehicle that goes by the strange title of
Audioscopiks. It’s a movie in three dimen-
sions, just like a steriopticon picture, except
that it moves. And before you can even look
at the screen, which is otherwise a ghastly
blur that looks like nothing at all, the man-
agement has to dole out to you a special pair

IT IS disconcerting when a serious re-

of spectacles, the left lens of which is dark
green and the right lens a dark red.

The scenario of Audioscopiks, it can be
admitted at once, is not entirely original and
a little too schematic. It deals with seltzer
squirting, trombone playing, leg waving,
baseball throwing and allied subjects, the
whole object being to have something come
out of the screen and smack the spectator
square in the eye. It is in its achievements
with this last effect that the film’s true great-
ness lies. Whoever sees it for the first time
feels exactly like a Lithuanian peasant view-
ing his first movie of an onrushing locomo-
tive and only the thinnest veneer of soulless
sophistication keeps you, too, from lamming
for the nearest exit. The whole thing opens
up enormous new vistas in the cinema world.
Think, for instance, and to bring the matter
immediately home, of seeing Mae West in
three dimensions.

Yet audioscopiks have certain disadvan-
tages that make their future seem ominous,
to say the least. The vari-colored spectacles
that you have to wear while watching them
makes the screen several shades darker than
even the ordinary screen and in fact the pic-
ture I saw appeared to have been shot at
about midnight, probably by the light of a
small and fog-wrapped moon. The movies,

it has been pointed out, are in their infancy

and no one, even today, can say just what
kind of a race of people will come to dwell
a hundred or two hundred years from now in
the dim and hushed cathedrals of the cinema.
Science claims that certain species of fish in-
habiting the deepest and darkest spaces of the
sea have, after several generations of this sort
of thing, come to lose entirely the use of
their eyes. And it isn’t hard to picture a
race of creatures who once were men, but
who now have acquired a lot of new, strange,
self-protective characteristics, as they push
and stumble their blind way up and down
between the narrow and crowded rows of
seats in some Paramount Theater of the
thirtieth century. Of one difficulty to which
the body will have adapted itself, I am cer-
tain. Everybody’s legs will have been
scrunched, stepped on and finally worn off
clear up to the knees.
KeNNETH FEARING.

THEATRE COLLECTIVE

PERFORMANCES
[ ]
SATURDAY

Through SUNDAY
MARCH 29

® PRIVATE HICKS & aLBerT MALTZ
® YOU CAN'T CHANGE HUMAN NATURE

® THE PASTRY BAKER

Tickets: 50c and 75¢, plus tax—on sale at Workers Bookshops, 50 E. 13th St.; 2 Washington Square
MARCH 21 North, »nd Drama Bookshop, 48 W. 52nd Strest—for reservations telephone ALgonquin 4-7246.

PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE

133 MACDOUGAL

PRESENTS

by PHILIP STEVENSON

a Sixteenth Century Farce after Lope
de Vega, by M. JAGENDORF

STREET
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coming to know about the travel

opportunities offered by the largest
country in the world. It is not hard to get
to from more western points...travel is
not expensive and the rewards of a visit
to Moscow, Leningrad, Kharkov or Kiev
are great. Vacationists with more time
may sail down the Volga, cross the
Caucasus range or visit along the Black
Sea Riviera and in lovely Crimea.
Comfortable hotel accommodations are
offered in all tourist centers as part of
all-Inclusive daily rates ranging from
$15.00 per day first class, $8.00 second
and $5.00 third . . . these also include
meals, all transportation, with sleepers,
on tours ranging from five to thirty-one
days, transfers from stations and sight-
seeing with the services of trained
guide-interpreters. A large illustrated
booklet and colored map of the U.S.S.R.
NM-3 will be sent on request or given
to you by any travel agent.

J OURNEYERS to Europe rapidly are

APPLY TO YOUR LOCAL
TRAVEL AGENT FOR
INFORMATION

INTOURIST, INC.

545 Fifth Avenue New York City

Monadnock Bldg., 681 Market St., San Francisco
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Between QOurselves

ESS than a month remains to enter THE
NEw Masses CartooN TITLE contest,
with its $1,500 prizes. The closing date is
April 15. Entries. are steadily increasing as
the deadline approaches, and everything in-
dicates that this will continue as the time
shortens. We urge you, therefore, to enter
at once. This will help our judges to ar-
rive at a quick decision after April 15, for
naturally they will need more time to pick
the winners if everyone holds off till the last
moment.
Plans for our special quarterly are nearing
fruition. We've printed altogether eight
such 48-page issues since we began weekly

publication in January, 1934. All of them
have been well received and a few brought
us many bouquets and not a single brickbat.
But we believe that none of the previous
quarterlies has the importance and immediacy
of the one which will be published April 7.

Devoted exclusively to middle-class sub-
jects and specific middle-class problems, this
quarterly issue will be something of a hand-
book of information and discussion. A
special editorial committee, headed by Lewis
Corey and consisting of Joseph Freeman,
Isidor Schneider and Stanley Burnshaw, has
gathered and prepared the material. Some
of the most important writers on the sub-

Proceeds for

(From “The Fire Bird”)
(Transcribed by Agosti)

ADMISSION :
BROOKLYN ACA

NEW MASSES OFFICE
31 East 27th Street, N. Y.

FREIHEIT OFFICE
50 East 13th Street, N. Y.
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May’s Strikers and the New Masses

PIANO RECITAL

ROSALYN TURECK

1936

FRIDAY EVENING, MARCH 27th,

"@/\(\9@/36‘\9@/’3@/3(‘\9@/3(‘\9@/3(\9@/\@(\'9@/3(‘\9§
1935 Winner of $1,000 Schubert Memorial Prize

Program
English Suite—G Minor Bach
Sonata Op. 31, No. 2 Beethoven
Ten Etudes . Chopin
Opus 12, No. 12 Opus 25, No. 5
Posthumous, No. 3 Opus 25, No. 9
Opus 25, No. 2 Opus 10, No. 8
Opus 10, No. 7 Opus 25, No. 7
Opus 25, No. 1 Opus 25, No. 11
Triana . Albeniz
Ondine . . . Ravel
“Et la lune descend sur le
temple qui fut” . Debussy
(From “Images”)
Danse Infernale . Stravinsky

30 LAFAYETTE AVENUE
TICKETS CAN BE SECURED AT

Auspices: Brooklyn Friends of The New Masses

the benefit of

55¢, 83¢ $1.10
DEMY OF Music

WORKERS.; BOOKSHOP
50 East 13th Street, N. Y.

WORKERS BOOKSHOP
369 Sutter Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.
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NEW MASSES

ject have collaborated in the project. Among
the many features are the following:

Mary Van Kleeck, on united action for
security ; )

Heywood Broun, the effects of the strike
experience on middle-class people;

Lewis Corey, the mind of the middle
class;

Brooks Otis, the struggles of the middle
class;

Francis J. Gorman, middle class and trade
unions;

Loren Miller, the Negro middle class;

Granville Hicks, fascism’s menace to cul-
ture;

Three articles on the middle class under
political systems: under capitalism, by Anna
Rochester; under fascism, by Harold Ward;

‘under socialism, by Joseph Freeman;

The degradation of craft functions under
capitalism: science, by Mark Graubard; art,
by Meyer Schapiro; literature by Isidor Sch-
neider;

Corliss Lamont, on the appeal to reason;

Stanley Burnshaw, on the middle-class tra-
dition of liberty; -

Herbert Agar, the ideal shared by all
people working toward a new order;

Books and magazines the middle class
read.

14th Annual Dance
Followers of the Trail

And BRANCH 600 I. W. O.

SATURDAY | IRVING PLAZA
M A R C H | Fifteenth Street and
28, 1936 Irving Place, N. Y.

ApMISSION: 50 CENTS
Proceeds to Daily Worker and 1.L.D.

Camp Followers_of the Trail, Peekskill
Open All Year

DON’T TREAD ON ME, SIR, she said
but

You may tread a measure with me.

It’s still an old colonial custom.

The City Projects Counecil
SPRING FROLIC

FRIDAY EVENING, MARCH 20TH
- MECCA TEMPLE CASINO

133 West 55th Street, New York City
MUSIC WITH A SWING
BY A WELL KNOWN UNION ORCHESTRA

Tickets on sale at CPC., 139 West 22nd Street
In advance, 49 cents At door, 75 cents

Vegetables is Vegembles

Until you see what we do with them. We
acknowledge no peer in the art of prepar-
ing fresh vegetables, fresh fish or fresh
dairy products. Try our delicious

LUNCHEON 40c DINNER 60c

Also a la carte

FARMFOOD

VEGETARIAN RESTAURANTS
37 W. 32nd St. 110 W. 40th St.
* 142 W. 49th St.
* After theatre snacks

Open Sundays
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Cartoon Number Three

Cartoon Number Two

Cartoon Number One

IRENEE DuPONT

will not be present—

among those taking part in this exciting $1,500 NEW MASSES contest. He needs
neither the $1,000 first prize nor THE NEW MASSES. You, on the other hand, need
THE NEW MASSES because it is the most challenging magazine in America today.
THE NEW MASSES fights for your rights, whether you be a professional, a white-
collar worker, a laborer, a writer, an artist or a housewife. The contest—1st prize
$1,000; 2nd, $250; 50 of $5 each—is our way of increasing THE NEwW MASSES cir-
culation. All you have to do to enter is to send in three titles that you think best
fit the three cartoons on this page together with a $1-10-weeks’ subscription to THE
NEW MASSES. If you already are a subscriber and wish to enter the contest you
may extend your own subscription for ten weeks or have the magazine sent to a
friend of yours.

.

—RULES —

1. Anyone (except employees of the New Masses or
their families) is eligible to enter the title contest.

2. The contest opened January 23. Titles must be

received at the New Masses Contest Dept., Box 76,
Madison Square Station, New York, N. Y., on or be-
fore April 15, 1936. Awards will be made as soon after
the end of the contest as the titles can be considered
by the judges. °

8. You need not use the attached coupon, although it

is most convenient, but in order to be eligible in
the Title Contest, your subscription for 10 weeks for
the New Masses with $1, the subscription price, must
accompany the titles you submit.

4. In case of a tie of two or more, then the judges will

ask for a competitive twenty-five word descriptive
essay on the three cartoons. Their decision on the
essays will be final.

5. The title winners, by acceptance of the prizes, un-
conditionally transfer to the New Masses all rights
to the winning titles.

6. The judges will award the prizes on the basis of the

best set of titles submitted. Their decision will
be final. No additional cartoons will be printed in the
contest. All you need to enter is right here.

The Judges are: Michael Gold, Editor of the New Masses,,
Robert Forsythe, noted satirist; Gardner Rea, famous artist.

r.________MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY/ mm — =y

NEW MASSES CONTEST DEPT,,

for the cartoons in your prize contest:
No. 1

Box 76, Madison Square Station, New York, N. Y.
Enclosed is $1 for a 10-weeks’ subscription to THE NEW MASSES. Here are my titles

No. 2

No. 3.

coupon when you send it in.

Name

Write your name and address below. In case you want the magazine sent to someone
else, write your instructions out fully, on ahother piece of paper and attach firmly to this

Address




HI-DE-HO-SPRING HOP

CAB CALLOWAY

and his Cotton Club Orchestra

SATURDAY APRIL 18th

$ 1 50 corrre People’s Bookstores

in advance New Theatre

8 COUNTRIES

and up to England, Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Russia,
$242 Poland, Germany, France (steamer and rail). RETURN
TICK. Good 2 yrs. Also 10 days Hotel, meals, sight-
seeing, etc., in U.S.S.R. Travel bargains to all parts of the world.
GU@TAVE EISNER, 1123 Broadway, N. Y. CH 3-5080.

A

U.S.S.R.

7% GOLD BONDS, 1943

At Market —To Yield about 6%

State Bank of U. S. S. R. repurcheses
bonds at par, on demand.

Soviet American Securities Corp.
l 30 Broad St.,, N.Y. HAnover 2-5330 ]
A

] Everybody will be there!
FRIDAY NIGHT — MARCH 20th

s Av o Y 140th ST. & LENOX AVE.

SUB. | SMALL’S PARADISE REVUE
65¢

Friends of the Sharecroppers & League for Southern Labor

TRUCKIN’ CONTEST
TWO —SWING BANDS— TWO
Auspices:

YPEWRITERS

Including FOREIGN LANGUAGES
Rentals latest models, immediate delivery, special rates.
TYTELL TYPEWRITER CO., 206 B’'way, N. Y. CO 7.9665

AT LAST

By Mort Gilbert and E. A. Gilbert

The first book that examines life insur-
ance strictly from the viewpoint of the
policy-holder. Most policy-holders are not
getting their money’s worth . . . “Life
Insurance: A Legalized Racket” shows
why. An analysis of the kind of policies
you carry. . . . A documented exposé of
America’s most respectable confidence
game. Tells how and why you are being
overcharged for your present insurance.

MORE IMPORTANT—

It dares to tell you how thousands of
policy-holders have cut their insurance
costs in the past and how you can cut
your costs now.

TIMELY e STARTLING e CHALLENGING

“LIFE INSURANCE: A Legalized Racket”

Introduction by Abraham Epstein, Executive Sec’y, American Association for Social Security

“There was always imperative need of a book such as the Gilberts have written. This need has been
accentuated by the depression. Millions of policy-holders demand information as to what to do with their
present policies. This book should prove invaluable to the harassed policy-holders. . :
people must be shown how they can reduce their present insurance costs and retain the protection they
sought for their loved ones.”—From the Introduction.

“LIFE INSURANCE:
A LEGALIZED RACKET”

Order Your Copy Now!

$9.50

Order Direct From Dept. M
MARLOWE PUBLISHING CO.

Schaff Building
Phone: Rittenhouse 1826

LEARN—

Philadelphia, Pa.

. . The American

How the Companies betray their
policy-holders.

How the agents are prevented from
giving honest advice.

What Ordinary Life really costs.
How to cancel policy-loans.

Why a 20-Payment Life Policy is
never “paid up.”

Why Endowment Policies should be
outlawed.

How to save from 30 to 70 percent
on your insurance program.

And many other money-saving an-
swers to your insurance problems.

Sixteen years ago the League was founded, bringing together radicals and liberals of all
shades of opinion, for mutual helpfulness. The League’s aim is to assist those in need who
have in some small degree contributed to human progress. From a baker’s dozen it has
grown to a league of more than 700, with members from Maine to California. Every radical,
liberal, or sympathizer, should be a member. If you are not active, assist those who are!

Stand in a united front against need!

“From Each according to his ability.” . . . “To each according to his need.”

ART YOUNG Salutes the
LEAGUE for MUTUAL AID

on Its Sixteenth Anniversary!

“Mutual aid is the only kind that’s any good! Give aid
today, you may need aid tomorrow—you never know
which end of the see-saw you’ll be on!”—Art Young.

A JOIN THE LEAGUE!

You’{l be in good company.
Here§ a partial list of our
prominent Members:

FRANK PALMER Chairman

ELLEN KENNAN Vice-Chairman

ADELAIDE SCHULKIND
Ezecutive Secretary

LEROY PETERSON Treasurer

Margaret Bailey

Roger Baldwin

Murray Baron

John Beardsley

John Nicholas” Beffel

Jo_seph Brodsky

William E. Browder

Bishop Wm. M. Brown

Winifred Chappell

Albert Sprague Coolidge

Frank Crosswaithe

Lee Dannenberg

Thomas Davin

Ben Davis, Jr.

Jerome Davis

Robert Dunn

Justus Ebert

Dr. Marie Equi

William Floyd

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn

William Gropper

Martha Gruening

Abram L. Harris

Arthur Garfield Hays

John Haynes Holmes

Arthur Kallet

Harry Kelly

Carol King

Corliss Lamont

@ Send a check for $5 or more and you’re a member!

@® Deposit any sum, large or small, in our Loan Fund.
Your money will draw no interest, but it will do splen-
did work. Your loan is returnable on demand . . .
when bankers were crashing, no one lost a dollar
deposited in the League Loan Fund.

@ Tell us about any job that is open, we’ll fill it!

® We maintain a regular employment
service, without fees of any kind.

We lend to members, without interest
or collateral, sums up to $100 for 1 year.

]

@® Every transaction through the League
is serupulously confidential.

®

League parties and dances furnish so-
cial contacts with worth-while people.

For further information, address Adelaide Schulkind, Executive Secretary or send check
to Leroy Peterson, Treasurer, League for Mutual Aid, 104 Fifth Avenue, New York City

]

P —————

Robert Morss Lovett
Grace Lumpkin
Herbert Mahler
Clarina Michelson
Scott Nearing
Joseph North
Harvey O’Connor
Moissaye Olgin
Evelyn Prescton

I. Radinowsxy
Williami Rollins, Jr.
Ruth Stout

Norman Thomas
Lily Turner

Oswald Garrison Villard
Mary Heaton Vorse
Harry Weinberger
Carle Whitehead



CLASSIFIED ADS

30c a line

8 lines minimum
—

6 words in a line

RESORTS

A DELIGHTFUL HIDEAWAY in the mountains, in-
viting people of better taste. Library, open fireplaces,
musicals, roller skating, other seasonal sports, excel-
lent table. Added comforts and other attractions for
Easter Week. Advise early reservations. Bus rates
still reduced to $2 return trip inducive for week-ends.
CHESTERS’ ZUNBARG
Woodbourne, N. Y. Phone Fallsburg 2 F 22

FOLLOWERS OF TRAIL—COOPERATIVE CAMP.
Steam-heated houses, winter sports. Reasonable rates.
Buchanan, N. Y. Box 2. Tel. Peekskill 2879, By train,
New York Central to Peekskill.

RAVIN LODGE
416 Third Street Lakewood, New Jersey
C. Boobar Tel.: Lakewood 922
R. Ravin City info.: Dickens 6-3273
Comradely Atmosphere — Reasonable Prices

A Cozy Retreat in the Pines
MILLARD’S
Offers Choice Accommodations. Delicious Meals
Jewish-American Cuisine — Moderate Rates
801 Clifton Avenue, Lakewood, New Jersey
Phone: Lakewood 216-W.

FURNISHED ROOMS TO LET
WASHINGTON SQUARE—Well-furnished room for

man. Modern conveniences, private home. References.
$30 a month. Write New Masses. Box 1363.

FOR RENT: 70 Horatio, 2-room parlor floor, almost
completely furnished; bath one flight up. 0.
CH 2-4305, Miss Dehn.

LADY to share lovely modern two-room studio apart-
ment. Until the summer. Rent $25. TO 6-4622, Exten-
sion 1C. 15 West 12th Street.

BEAUTIFUL STUDIO, kitchenette, congenial, com-
radely atmosphere, 925 West End Ave., 105th St., 5 N.
Call after 5 P. M. AC 2-6432.

NICE QUIET ROOM, sun, elevator house, all im-
rovements, fine family. Apt. 44, 317 W. 95th Street.

Iverside 9-9068.
RUSSIAN TAUGHT

MODERN RUSSIAN TAUGHT
New Rules and usages. Tourist Conversational
Course. MISS ISA WILGA, 457 West 57th Street, New
York City. COlumbus 5-8450.

PORTABLE FOLDING PLATFORMS

THE NEW “PORTOFOLD” designed for outdoor
meetings, weighs 20 1bs. Write for descriptive cir-
cular, Portable Platform Co., 507 Fifth Ave., N. Y.,
or Phone VAnderbilt 3-9673.

STAMPS WANTED

U. 8. ACCUMULATIONS, collections, mint and used—
also airmail, Jubilees. Best prices. Dr. Karen, 1100
Grand Concourse, N. Y.

BOOKSHOPS

BUY YOUR BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS FROM
THE ASSOCIATED NATIONAL BOOK SHOPS

New York City: 50 East 13th Street.

140 Second Avenue.*

112 West 44th Street.*

115 West 135th Street.
Bronz: 1337 Wilkins Avenue.

1001 Propect Avenue.
Brooklyn: 369 Sutter Avenue.*

4531 16th Avenue.

Agency: 384 Bridge Street (Students Shop)
S ide: 44-17 Q Boulevard.
Baltimore: 501A North Eutaw Street.
Boston: 216 Broadway
Buffalo: 65 West Chippewa.
Cambridge: 6% Holyoke Street.
Chicago: 161 North Franklin Street.

2135 West Division Street.

1326 East 57th Street.
Cleveland: 1522 Prospect Avenue.
Detroit: 3537 Woodward Avenue.
Grand Rapids: 336 Bond Avenue.
Hartford: 88 Church Street.
Los Angeles: 224 South Spring Street.

230 South Spring Street.

241115 Brooklyn Avenue.
Madison, Wisc.: 312 West Gorham.
Milwaukee: 419 West State Street.
Minneapolis: 241 Marquette Avenue.
Newark: 847 Broad Street, 3rd Floor.
New Haven: 280 Park Street.
Philadelphia: 104 South 9th Street.

118 West Allegheny Avenue.

4023 Girard Avenue.

2404 Ridge Avenue.
Pittsburgh: 1638 Fifth Avenue.
San Francisco: 1609 O’Farrell Street.

121 Haight Street.

170 Golden Gate Avenue.
Seattle: 71315 Pine Street.

4217 University Way.
Washington, D. C.: 513 F. Street, N. W.

Order from Your Nearest Book Shop
Mail Orders From

WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS
P. 0. Box 148, Station D. New York City

Write for Free Lists
* Open Sunday.

JOHN L.

SPIVAK

AMERICA’S ACE REPORTER

Is Coming to Chicago!

IN A LECTURE

EUROPE FACES THE BARRICADES!

SPONSORED
by the
CHICAGO SECTION
of the
FRIENDS
of
THE NEW MASSES

ASHLAND
AUDITORIUM

Ashland Blvd. at Van Buren St.
CHICAGO, ILL.

Last year his startling disclosures made
Americans realize the growth of fascist
organizations in the U. S. NOW he re-
turns from abroad with the hidden facts
—the truth behind the internal terror
that fascism has created in Europe.

ALSO

WILLIAM BROWDER

OF THE NEW MASSES

AND
BEN MEYERS
Chicago Secretary of the Friends of New Masses
TICKETS 50c. RESERVED SEATS

Tickets On Sale At:

LOOP—KROCH’S BOOKSTORE, 206 N. Michigan Avenue
NEDWICK’S BOOKSTORE, 16 N. Dearborn Street
WORKERS’ BOOKSTORE, 161 N. Franklin Street
FRIENDS OF NEW MASSES, 6 N. Clark Street

SOUTH—U. of C. ROOKSTORE, 5802 South Ellis Avenue
STUDENTS’ BOOKSTORE, 1326 East 57th Street

WEST—NEW ERA BOOKSTORE, 3452% W. Roosevelt Road
WORKERS’ BOOKSTORE, 2135 West Division Street

EVANSTON—CO-OP BOOKSTORE, 1726 Orrington Avenue
CHANDLER’S BOOKSTORE, 636 Davis Street

SUNDAY
MARCH 22nd

8 P.M.

CLASSIFIED ADS—30c a line

RESTAURANT

COTTAGE FOR SALE

PATRONIZE A WORKERS’ INSTITUTION
New Health Center Cafeteria
Fresh food Proletarian prices
50 East 13th Street Workers’ Center

AMPLIFIERS TO RENT OR FOR SALE

FOR MEETINGS, DANCES or Symphonic Concerts.
High-fidelity equipment, records and microphone.
$7 per evening. White. SU 7-0207.

DELIGHTFUL FIVE ROOMS, bath, city gas, elee-
tric; phone, garage. By car 30 minutes drive from
George Washington Bridge. For further particalars
write: Mrs. F. Hammond, 353 East 72nd Street.

DRY CLEANING

SPRING CLEANING? Try us. Dresses and suits 75e.
Moderate charges on blankets, furniture covers, ete.
Call and delivery in Manhattan. TUnion shop.
Greenwich Village Hand Laundry, 14 Washington Pi.
SPring 7-37690.

BOOKS

TO MY CONTEMPORARIES, by Edwin Rolfe. ‘“One
of the ablest young poets writing in English today.”
—Joseph Freeman, New Masses. Price $1.00. Dynamo,
156 West 44th Street, New York City.

CHILDREN’S TUTOR

YOUNG WOMAN MARRIED, B.A. degree, careful
child guidance, private lessons in French, English,
Spanish, general public school subjects. Ruth David-
son, SChyler 4-2314.

MIMEOGRAPHING INK

MIMEOGRAPHING INK, highest quality 8-pound
can, $5.00 C.O.D. Shipping charges prepaid any-
where. Jay Brown, 140 West 42nd Street, N. Y. C.

MULTIGRAPHING

MULTIGRAPHING—500 Facsimile typewritten letters
(20 lines)—$2.00. Also mimeographing and printing.
Quality work at low prices. Mailers Advertising
Service, 121 West 42nd Street, N. Y. BRyant 9-5053.

LAUNDRY

UNION SHOP. Lowest prices in city. Strictly hand
work. Call and delivery in Manhattan. Greenwich
Village Hand Laundry, 14 Washington Pl. SP 7-3769.

ELECTROLYSIS

MEN AND WOMEN, superfluous hair on face and
other parts of the body permanently removed by
electrolysis. Personal service. Quick results guar-
anteed. My method endorsed by prominent physicians.
Treatment to unemployed free every Friday, 1 to 4.
Charles Landis, 171 W. 71st St., at B’'way. En 2-9150.




These Chapters Answer
Your Questions

1—Who Are the Americans?

2—Big Trouble Ahead

3—A Special Kind of Depression

4—Fascism: American Brand

5—Huey Long’s Assassination

6—Father Coughlin: Priest or Politician?

7—Profits of the Promised Land

8—The Split in the Socialist Movement

9—The United Front

10—A Farmer-Labor Party

11—Can the Workers Lead a People’s
Movement?

12—The Trade Union Movement

13—The Question of Tactics

14—Force and Violence

15—The Fight for Peace

16—The Negro People and Labor

17—What About Religion?

18—The Family and Revolution

19—How the Communist Party Works

20—Where Socialism Already Exists

21—A Glimpse of Soviet America

Appendix—Manifesto of the Communist

Party, US.A.

Get YOUR Copy

FREE

with a 6 month’s subscription to

NEW MASSES

America is cheering Earl Browder’s “What is Com-
munism?”’, Every progressive in America must read
it—worker, farmer, professional, business man. Get
YOUR copy FREE with 6 months (26 weekly
issues) of the magazine which supports the Com-

munist program!

NOTE TO NEW MASSES NEW MASSES, 31 East 27th Street, New York, N. Y.

READERS

Please send me a copy of Earl Browder’s “What Is Communism?” and NEW MASSES for

Some of the material in this book ap- 6 months ($2.50) [] or 1 year ($4.50) [] I enclose in full payment for both

peared originally in NEW MASSES, but

those chapters have been revised and in accordance with your Special Offer.

augmented, and new subjects have been
added to give the book its present com-

prehensive form. Name
And of course—
“What is Communism” will also be sent Address

FREE with a full year’s subscription. In-
d.icate your choice on the coupon to the

right. City.

State. Occupation
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